
Smackdown – April 16, 2021:
Sometimes  That’s  Just  As
Important
Smackdown
Date: April 16, 2021
Location: Yuengling Center, Tampa, Florida
Commentators: Pat McAfee, Michael Cole

It’s the post Wrestlemania show and that means it could be
time for a lot of things to take place. This show can be full
of great stuff like NXT or it can be a complete waste of time
like Raw. I’m not sure what to expect from the show but
Smackdown has a good enough history to give me some hope.
Let’s get to it.

Here are both nights of Wrestlemania if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of the Wrestlemania main event, with
Roman Reigns defending the Universal Title against Edge and
Daniel Bryan.

Here is Roman Reigns, flanked by Jey Uso and Paul Heyman.
After looking around for a bit, Reigns has Heyman explain the
kind of competition he had to face. Heyman explains who Daniel
Bryan and Edge are, allowing Reigns to talk about how no one
is on his level. He has done everything he was asked to do and
stacked up the competition to pin them both at once. With that
out of the way, cut the check and fire up the jet. Reigns goes
to leave but here’s Cesaro to interrupt, which gets Reigns’
attention. He leaves anyway as Cesaro stares him all the way to
Wrestlemania: Backlash.

Post break Cesaro comes up to Adam Pearce and Sonya Deville in
the back to call Roman Reigns a son of a b****. Cesaro wants
Reigns tonight, even if it means non-title. Sonya will get
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back to him.

We look at Cesaro busting out the UFO against Seth Rollins at
Wrestlemania.

Otis vs. Rey Mysterio

Chad Gable and Dominik Mysterio are here too. Otis runs him
over to start and tosses Rey down without much trouble. Rey
gets sent outside but comes back in, where he is tied in the
Tree of Woe. A missed charge gives Rey a breather and it’s a
pair  of  running  seated  sentons  for  two.  The  springboard
crossbody is countered into a World’s Strongest Slam but Otis
misses the middle rope splash. The 619 sets up a middle rope
crucifix (that’s a new one) for the pin on Otis at 2:58,
assuming you ignore the space between Otis’ shoulder and the
mat).

Heyman accepts Cesaro’s challenge on Reigns’ behalf. There was
a  rain  delay  at  Wrestlemania  but  it  wasn’t  the  rain.  No
instead it was the tears of God, weeping at what he had to
see. You had Cesaro coming after the talented Seth Rollins and
embarrassing him, so tonight let’s take care of all this for
once and for all…..with Cesaro facing Jey Uso tonight.

We look at Cesaro beating Seth Rollins at Wrestlemania.

Here is Sami Zayn to rant about being screwed at Wrestlemania
all over again. Logan Paul was supposed to be there to help
with the documentary and expose everything but that isn’t how
it happened. Instead, Paul’s mind was poisoned by everyone
from management to the fans to Michael Cole, the corporate
mouthpiece. Now he wants to face Kevin Owens again because
there is nothing to distract him this time. Cue Owens and we
take a break.

Kevin Owens vs. Sami Zayn

Sami bails to the floor to start so Owens follows him out for



a ram into the announcers’ table. Back in and Sami snaps his
throat across the top rope to take over. Right hands to the
head have Owens in trouble and Sami gets to shout a lot, as he
tends to do. Choking ensues in the corner and a jawbreaker
cuts off Owens’ rather brief comeback attempt. Owens hits a
clothesline to start the real comeback though and he puts Sami
on top for some chops.

Sami is sat up top but comes back with a sunset bomb for two,
which has McAfee VERY impressed. We take a break and come back
with  Sami  charging  into  a  superkick,  setting  up  Owens’s
Swanton for two. Owens can’t hit the Pop Up Powerbomb but he
can block the half and half suplex. Owens’ fisherman’s buster
onto the knee gets two and Sami has had enough opting for the
countout at 9:38.

Rating: C. These two could fight in their sleep and have a
decent match so this was good enough. The ending should keep
things moving for them and that will be a fine way for both of
them to go. I’m not sure where they are going next, though you
can all but guarantee a special rematch at Backlash.

Post match Owens throws him back in for the Stunner to keep
things going.

Apollo Crews brags about winning the Intercontinental Title
and would give Big E. a rematch tonight….but Big E. isn’t
here. On Sunday, Big E. ran into Commander Azeez and more
violence is teased, with Crews dubbing the team the Nigerian
Nail.

Here are the Street Profits to take part in Bianca Belair’s
championship celebration. Back from a break with the Profits
talking about how Wrestlemania was a night to remember but
there was one match that stood out about the others. We get a
video  on  Belair  beating  Sasha  Banks  to  win  the  SmackDown
Women’s Title, including the media attention that followed.
Montez Ford talks about how special that was and brings out



Belair to for the big presentation as champion.

Belair takes her time soaking in a loud EST chant and says she
can’t believe she got here. If you told her she would be here
with  this  title….well  she  probably  would  have  said  yes,
because that is who she is. You should never apologize for
being the b-e-s-t because if you can dream it, you can do it.
Then there is Sasha Banks, who pushed her like no one ever has
and both of them made history. They both did, but Belair is
the champ. The title is for everyone who believed in her and
they are just getting started creating history. They all hug
but Belair tells Ford to get back to business, because it’s
time to get some more gold.

In the back, Sasha Banks can’t say anything.

We look at Cesaro’s UFO to Seth Rollins again.

Bayley talks about how she was busy hosting the show while
Belair was crying before the match. Is that the kind of role
model you want? Of course not, so Bayley challenges Belair for
a future title shot.

Tag Team Titles: Dolph Ziggler/Robert Roode vs. Street Profits

The Profits are challenging and Ziggler hits a dropkick on
Dawkins to start. Ford comes in for a better dropkick and it’s
time to start in on Ziggler’s arm. Everything breaks down and
the Profits take over again, including a running bulldog to
Roode. A lot of shouting into the camera takes us to a break.
Back with Dawkins hitting a jumping back elbow to Roode’s face
but Roode gets over to Ziggler.

The  champs  take  over  for  a  change,  only  to  have  Dawkins
catapult Ziggler into the corner. The double tag brings in
Ford and Roode as everything breaks down. Ford hits a standing
moonsault for two on Roode, followed by the flip dive on the floor.
Back in and the spinebuster sets up the frog splash for two with Ziggler
making the diving save. The blind tag brings Ziggler back in and the Zig



Zag to Ford retains the titles at 10:42.

Rating: C+. These guys work well together and they did that
again here. This should end the Profits’ run at the titles for
the moment, but I’m not sure who goes after the titles next.
The Mysterios are about the only team left and that should be
ok, though it isn’t exactly interesting. At least the titles
are being defended a bit more frequently than the not at all
from January until last week.

We look at the UFO to Rollins again.

Cesaro says Paul Heyman is right: he isn’t the biggest or the
smartest, but he’s ready to go tonight.

Natalya vs. Shayna Baszler

Tamina and Nia Jax are here as well. They go to the floor to
start with Shayna taking over and sending it back inside to
work on Natalya’s arm. Natalya gets up and hits the discus
clothesline with the good arm so Jax gets on the apron for a
distraction. That fails for Baszler though as Natalya rolls
her up for the pin at 2:30. So yes, not only did we have to
sit through it at Wrestlemania but now we’re supposed to cheer
for Natalya and Tamina as they are likely getting ANOTHER
title shot at Backlash. While the IIconics are looking for
their next gig. Because WWE. And the IIconics didn’t have the
right parents or something.

Cesaro vs. Jey Uso

Uso sends him into the ropes to start but Cesaro gets in a
quick slam to take over. Cesaro takes him to the apron and
goes after Cesaro’s hand but gets knocked to the floor. The
dive off of the apron drops Uso and we take a break. We come
back with Uso work working on the arm to try and keep Cesaro
down. Uso goes up but gets caught with a dropkick.

A gutwrench superplex gives Cesaro two and he cartwheels out of an



armdrag.  Cesaro  nails  a  springboard  uppercut  and  McAfee  is  rather
impressed. Uso is back with a pop up neckbreaker for two but Cesaro nails
a discus lariat. The Swing goes on but here is Seth Rollins to
jump Cesaro for the DQ at 11:10.

Rating: C+. Good enough while it lasted but they telegraphed
the ending the entire night with the UFO clip. That isn’t a
terrible thing, but it also didn’t give us the most drama.
Cesaro is looking primed for a one off shot against Reigns,
but it also might be better to have him beat Rollins again
first. Reigns isn’t going to lose to Cesaro, so building him
up a bit more first is a good way to make Wrestlemania not
seem like a fluke.

Post match Rollins lays him out and shouts that Cesaro got
lucky. The sooner Cesaro figures that out, the better it is
for him.

Overall Rating: C. This show was not their best and didn’t
include  any  major  post  Wrestlemania  moments,  but  it  also
stayed  focused  on  a  few  stories  and  built  them  up.  More
importantly though there was also nothing terrible (save for
the  idea  of  Natalya  and  Tamina  continuing  to  chase  the
titles), and that makes all the difference from Raw. Sometimes
not being bad is enough and that was the case here, as you can
see the setup for Wrestlemania Night Three coming together
already. Not a great show, but an efficient enough one.

Results

Rey Mysterio b. Otis – Crucifix

Kevin Owens b. Sami Zayn via countout

Dolph Ziggler/Robert Roode b. Street Profits – Zig Zag to Ford

Natalya b. Shayna Baszler – Rollup

Cesaro b. Jey Uso via DQ when Seth Rollins interfered



 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown  –  November  10,
2006: Slow And Steady
Smackdown
Date: November 10, 2006
Location: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’re done with Cyber Sunday and that means it is time to get
on the road to Survivor Series. The big story coming out of
the pay per view is King Booker not only keeping the World
Heavyweight Title but also becoming the Champion of Champions.
That means he needs a new challenger and odds are we find that
out tonight. Let’s get to it.

Here is Cyber Sunday if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Booker retaining the title thanks to
Kevin Federline.
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Here are King Booker and Queen Sharmell for a chat. Booker
talks about how he kept the title but alas, like Alexander the
Great, he has no worlds left to conquer. He lists off some
names he has beaten but here is Teddy Long to interrupt. Long
brings a bunch of photographers for some photos of Booker
because we need to celebrate his victory.

Booker agrees that he defeated everyone when his back was
against the wall, but last week there was someone protecting
him. That would be Batista, and Long owes him a big favor. As
a result, Batista is getting a title shot at Survivor Series,
but it might not be against Booker, because he is defending
the title right now. Booker: “I’LL SUE YOU!”

Smackdown World Title: King Booker vs. Bobby Lashley

Lashley is challenging and drives Booker into the corner for
the shoulders to the ribs. The Fujiwara armbar goes on to keep
Booker in trouble but he fights to his feet. That earns him a
clothesline to the floor and we take a break. Back with Booker
firing off knees in the corner as we hear about Lashley being
on Team Cena at Survivor Series against Team Big Show.

Lashley comes back with the delayed vertical suplex (with JBL
saying it reminded him of Rick Rude) but Booker avoids a
charge  to  send  Lashley’s  shoulder  into  the  post.  Booker
crotches him against the post for a bonus and a superkick gets
two. The armbar stays on the bad arm but Lashley is up in a
hurry, meaning Booker has to kick him in the face. Now it’s a
shinbreaker to keep Lashley down again and we hit the spinning
toehold of all things.

A small package gives Lashley two so Booker clotheslines him
right back down. Back up and Booker’s leapfrog is powerslammed
out of the air for a heck of a crash and a near fall. Sharmell
offers a distraction though and Booker gets in a thumb to the
eye.  Lashley  shrugs  that  off  too  but  another  Sharmell
distraction lets Booker roll him up with trunks to retain.



Rating: C+. This was a bit rushed but they did their thing
well enough. Booker cheating to win makes sense but it isn’t
like Lashley was going to get the title so soon after Booker
had his big win on Sunday anyway. I had fun with it and Booker
did everything he could to make Lashley’s offense look great.
That’s how you make someone look better in defeat and it is
what happened here.

Post  match  Booker  goes  for  the  ax  kick  but  Lashley
clotheslines  him  down  instead.

We get the first (of likely many) videos on the history of
Batista vs. Finlay.

Here’s what John Cena has done to promote the Marine.

MVP comes in to Teddy Long’s office to complain about last
week, but Long is about to watch the DVD of See No Evil (with
DELETED SCENES). That isn’t cool with MVP, who mentions being
from the streets. That’s cool with Teddy, who gives him a
street fight with Kane next week.

Chris Benoit comes up to Chavo Guerrero and Vickie Guerrero
and asks what happened to them. He asks if this is about
Eddie’s estate but Vickie tells him to worry about something
more important. Like Chavo taking the US Title at Survivor
Series.

Jimmy Wang Yang/Matt Hardy vs. Sylvan/Gregory Helms

I feel like I’m watching a Lethal Lottery show. Helms chokes
Yang as JBL rants about how much he can’t stand Yang at all. A
backbreaker sets up a chinlock but Hardy comes in for the
save, allowing Yang to be double teamed. Sylvan comes in for
some knees to the chest and Helms whips Yang hard into the
corner. A dropkick into a belly to back slam gets two on Yang,
who spinwheel kicks Sylvan out of the air. The hot tag brings
in Hardy to hammer on Helms and plant him with a Side Effect.
Everything breaks down and Sylvan is sent outside, allowing



Hardy to hit the Twist of Fate from the top to finish Helms.

Rating: C-. Perfectly fine enough match here, even with Hardy
vs. Helms seemingly continuing for eternity. Hardy’s comeback
worked well and he carried a lot more of the match than Yang,
but it wasn’t like he could bring it up to another level. This
felt like four people being put on the show for something to
do instead of for a particular reason and that is rarely a
good idea.

More on Batista vs. Finlay.

Here is Mr. Kennedy for Undertaker’s answer to a Survivor
Series  challenge.  He  talks  about  how  Undertaker  debuted
sixteen years ago at Survivor Series and has made an amazing
legacy for himself. That’s good, but look at what Kennedy has
done in so little time. He has beaten all kinds of World
Champions and is ready to move to Raw or ECW and show what
else he can do, but Undertaker is standing in his way. Kennedy
wants  Undertaker  out  here  right  now  because  he  is  ending
Undertaker’s career at Survivor Series. More taunting ensues
and the gong goes off.

Undertaker does the full entrance and even takes his hat off,
allowing Kennedy to hit him low. The beatdown is on with
Kennedy  hammering  him  in  the  head  with  the  microphone.
Undertaker is busted open and more microphone shots put him
down. Kennedy gets in his face and says his own name before
leaving, with Undertaker sitting up but not being able to get
very far. This was a good segment for Kennedy, who set this up
and then beat Undertaker down. He’ll get wrecked at Survivor
Series, but it worked for him here.

Chris Benoit vs. KC James

Non-title and James has Michelle McCool with him. JBL sings
McCool’s praises, saying he likes women, even if Cole doesn’t.
Benoit hammers away in the corner and a knee to the ribs sends
James outside. Back in and James elbows him down and grabs the



chinlock with a knee in the back to keep Benoit in trouble.
Benoit suplexes his way to freedom and it’s time to roll the
German suplexes. The Swan Dive sets up the Crossface for the
tap.

Rating: D+. No time to do much here but it was a nice way to
show that Benoit is on a roll. It’s also smart to use low
level tag guys like James here, because he isn’t going to be
hurt by a loss to Benoit. They did things exactly as they
should have here and no one was hurt, so what else can you ask
them to do?

Batista is going to be on Smallville.

Boogeyman vs. TJ Dalton

Boogeyman throws him inside, catches a kick, eats some worms
and finishes with the chokebomb in a hurry.

Post match, Dalton gets wormed.

Another Batista vs. Finlay video.

Kristal yells at Miz for not getting rid of Boogeyman. Worry
not though as Miz will beat Boogeyman in a match next week.

One last Batista vs. Finlay video.

Batista vs. Finlay

Batista shoulders him down to start and then hits him again
for a bonus. Finlay goes to the ropes so Batista pulls him
back to hammer away some more. They head outside with Batista
blocking a posting and hitting a clothesline. We take a break
and come back with Batista holding a kneeling bearhug. More
forearms in the corner have Finlay in trouble and a backdrop
makes it worse.

There’s a backbreaker to keep Finlay down as this has been one
sided so far. It’s back to the floor for a big boot to Finlay



but  the  Leprechaun  hits  Batista  in  the  leg  with  the
Shillelagh. Finlay gets in a kick of his own and it’s time to
work on Batista’s knee. The cranking and stomping on the knee
ensues with Finlay putting on a standing leglock. Back up and
Finlay misses a charge into the post and Batista hits some
shoulders to the ribs.

Something like a Muscle Buster of all things drops Finlay but
the  knee  is  too  banged  up.  Some  clotheslines  set  up  a
powerslam to plant Finlay but he goes to the knee to slow
Batista down again. That lasts for all of two seconds as
Batista hits another clothesline for two. Cue Booker for a
distraction but Batista sends Finlay into him, setting up the
spinebuster for the pin.

Rating: C+. This was surprisingly one sided for a good chunk
of the match as Batista dominated most of it. The knee thing
didn’t mean much and Finlay never felt like a threat to win. I
know Batista is on his way to the World Title shot at Survivor
Series and it’s hardly bad to have him look dominant but you
would expect something a little more competitive here.

Overall Rating: C. It’s nice to have Cyber Sunday out of the
way  so  things  can  have  a  fresh  focus,  but  there  wasn’t
anything important here. They mostly played it safe and didn’t
try anything out of the ordinary, so we’ll call it a nice and
easy first step towards the pay per view. Batista vs. Booker
is the only way they could go and I’m sure the Survivor Series
matches  will  get  some  nice  build  going  forward.  There’s
nothing wrong with taking it nice and safe and that’s how they
went here.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown  –  April  9,  2021:
The Good Go Home Show
Smackdown
Date: April 9, 2021
Location: Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg, Florida
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves

It’s the go home show for Wrestlemania and for once, there are
some  important  things  actually  happening  here.  This  time
around we have the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, plus
a Smackdown Tag Team Title match. Normally I would have an
issue with the titles being defended on Smackdown instead of
the pay per view, but considering they have not been defended
since Dolph Ziggler and Bobby Roode won them in January, how
important can they be? Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Daniel Bryan going after Roman Reigns
and Edge.

Here is Daniel Bryan to get things going. Bryan talks about
how we are so close to Wrestlemania and he can’t wait to
finally see it, hear it and feel it. Yes the Thunderdome is
great, but there is nothing like wrestling in front of a live
audience at Wrestlemania and there is nothing like winning the
Universal Title in the main event.
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Now Bryan is known for his association with the word YES, but
there are people who don’t think he should be involved in the
main event of Wrestlemania. Just ask Batista and Randy Orton,
or Edge and Roman Reigns. They will tell you no, but Bryan
knows the truth and that is how he came to say yes yes yes.
Bryan was told he would never wrestle again but he said yes.
Then he was told he would never headline Wrestlemania again.
Adam Pearce said no, but he said yes.

This Sunday is the biggest match of his career. You have Edge
who thinks Bryan stole a spot from him. Then you have Roman
Reigns, who knows Bryan can beat him and that means Reigns is
nothing that he thinks he is. Bryan is willing to do anything
he has to do to win this the title, which brings him to the
last  question:  can  he  walk  out  of  the  main  event  of
Wrestlemania as Universal Champion? Yes. YES. YES!!! This was
a GREAT promo as Bryan sold every single thing he needed to
about the show and more. I know he is best known for his in
ring stuff but dang he can talk with the best of them.

The Street Profits are joining in on the YES chant when Bobby
Roode and Dolph Ziggler attack them. The Mysterios and the
Alpha Academy join in and the big fight is on.

Tag Team Titles: Alpha Academy vs. Street Profits vs. Rey
Mysterio/Dominik Mysterio vs. Dolph Ziggler/Bobby Roode

Roode and Ziggler are defending and it is one fall to a
finish. We are joined in progress with Dominik getting stomped
in the corner and the champs have to make a save. A back elbow
gives Roode two on Dominik and we hit the chinlock. Dominik
fights up and the hot tag brings in Rey to clean house.
Everything breaks down in a hurry with the Mysterios cleaning
house, including back to back dives to the floor.

We take a break and come back with Roode working on Ford. Otis
comes in to drop a big elbow on Ford and it’s off to Ziggler
for the chinlock. A nice dropkick puts Ford down again but the



Fameasser is countered into a helicopter bomb. The hot tag
brings in Dawkins to clean house but Rey tags himself in and
sends Dawkins outside.

The Mysterios clean house and Dominik’s frog splash gets two
on Roode, with Otis splashing them for the save. Everything
breaks down and Dawkins sunset flips Gable for two. Gable’s
backslide gets the same but Ford tags himself in and hits the
huge frog splash on Gable to knock him silly. Roode tags
himself in though and steals the pin to retain at 13:05.

Rating: C+. This was as you would have expected as they went
nuts with the speed and fast paced part, though there is still
something lacking about the match not taking place on the pay
per view. At least we had the match at all though, because the
titles actually need to be defended at some point. The lack of
a title change doesn’t matter, though I’m not sure who is
going to take the titles from Roode and Ziggler.

Bianca Belair is nervous about the Wrestlemania title shot but
she  isn’t  scared.  This  is  the  biggest  opportunity  of  her
career and the chance makes her dangerous. When she wins the
title, it is the greatest night of her life.

Big E. is getting a haircut in his hometown of Tampa because
this is where he comes to get his mind right. He takes us on a
tour of Tampa, including near his high school where he would
run  two  miles  before  he  would  go  on  to  win  a  state
championship in wrestling. Then we have Raymond James Stadium
where he played in a high school all star football game and
where he took a piece of the field with him. Now it is where
Crews is defeated at Wrestlemania. Big E. was bringing the
fire here and I wanted to see more of it.

Wale will perform Big E.’s theme song live.

Long video on the Fiend vs. Randy Orton. I still can’t believe
it’s just a regular match.



Tamina vs. Nia Jax

Reginald, Shayna Baszler and Natalya are all here too. They
shove each other around to start and Tamina backhands her into
the corner to start the beating. Tamina and Shayna get in a
tug  of  war  over  Reginald  so  Nia  runs  her  over  off  the
distraction. Nia misses a charge into the corner but Baszler
offers  a  distraction,  allowing  Nia  to  crotch  her  on  top.
Tamina hits a superkick to the ribs and a Samoan drop for a
delayed cover but Shayna comes in for the DQ at 2:58. This has
been  your  annual  “Tamina  is  AMAZING”  Wrestlemania  season
moment.

The Riott Squad is ready for Tag Team Turmoil but Carmella and
Billie Kay come up and confirm that they are in the match as
well. Dana Brooke and Mandy Rose and Lana and Naomi come in
and the big brawl is on. Natalya and Tamina come in to leave
everyone laying.

We get an election ad style video on how you don’t know the
real Cesaro. You know Seth Rollins though, because he is the
kind of a person who you can believe in. Paid for by the
Friends Of Seth Rollins.

Here is Edge for a chat. He sits in a chair with a spotlight
on him and talks about how he needs to manifest his dreams.
Yes he won the Royal Rumble and some fans would ask if that is
enough. Those people do not understand what it means to come
back after nine years off and how hard it is to get this far.
Edge did not come back to be a shell of himself because he
wants to steal the show. He wants to be Universal Champion and
does not want to hear from Daniel Bryan.

Remember when Bryan had all of those ridiculous ideas about
how he could be involved with the title match? Bryan needs to
go be some bookstore clerk and stop sticking his nose in their
business. Then there is Roman Reigns, who walks around like
Edge owes him something. In reality, Reigns owes him, because



think about it. Reigns came into the company in a three man
group, made his entrance through the crowd and uses a spear as
his finisher. Edge: “You’re the Samoan Edge.”

This match is taking place ten years to the day that he had to
vacate the title but you don’t get a video package set to
piano music on that. If it is Daniel Bryan doing this, that
video is made in a heartbeat. Edge fought back through a torn
tricep and won the Royal Rumble so why is he having to jump
through hoops?

Edge isn’t phoning this in because he is doing this at a level
that no one has ever done after coming back from this kind of
an injury. That is a slap in the face to him and his work
ethic so it is time for him to take and command the respect
that he deserves. He is the Rated R Superstar and winning the
title is his dream. Now he will manifest it. Another great
promo here because Edge is about 9375% better as a heel.

Sonya Deville talks to Adam Pearce and thinks it should be
Edge vs. Reigns in a singles match. She leaves him with that
thought.

Sasha Banks isn’t worried about Bianca Belair. After Belair
taps out at Wrestlemania, she will know her place in WWE,
which is beneath Banks. At Wrestlemania, Banks will prove that
she is the V-EST.

Video on Bobby Lashley vs. Drew McIntyre, which will open
night one.

Sami Zayn came in to see Logan Paul and Jake Paul at their
boxing  training  session  and  invited  himself  in.  Then  he
accidentally locked himself out of the gym, where another
boxer won’t let him back in.

In the arena, Sami storms the announcers’ table and wants to
know how that tape was shown. Sami promises to end Kevin Owens
at Wrestlemania. Speaking of Owens, here he is to attack Zayn



and send him running.

Wrestlemania rundown.

Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal

Akira Tozawa, Mustafa Ali, Angel Garza, King Corbin, Cedric
Alexander, Drew Gulak, Elias, Erik, Gran Metalik, Humberto
Carrillo, Jaxson Ryker, Jey Uso, Kalisto, Lince Dorado, Mace,
Murphy,  Ricochet,  Shelton  Benjamin,  Shinsuke  Nakamura,
Slapjack, T-Bar, Tucker

I’m probably missing at least a few people. It’s a big brawl to start as
tends to be the case in a match like this. Cedric and Shelton get rid of
Tozawa and then do the same to Tucker (with his shiny silver pants).
Everyone else goes after Shelton and Cedric, who are ready to go. They’re
also ready to be sent outside as it’s a double elimination to send us to
a break. Back with Erik being tossed out and Gulak earning the same fate.

Mace and T-Bar get together to throw out Carrillo, who lands on Gulak.
There’s a jumping knee from Elias to get rid of Slapjack, giving us
Mace/T-Bar vs. Ryker/Elias. Mace and T-Bar get rid of both of them but
Ali dumps Mace. Murphy saves Ali from an elimination for some reason and
Ali gets rid of T-Bar. The Lucha House Party teases a reunion but Dorado
won’t do the dance. That means a double team on Kalisto and he gets
kicked  out  without  much  trouble.  Carrillo  dumps  Dorado  but  gets
backdropped out by Corbin as the ring is clearing out in a hurry.

We take a break and come back with Murphy and Garza slugging it out on
the apron. Garza TAKES OFF HIS PANTS but gets kicked in the face. That’s
not enough for an elimination, but Corbin shoving Murphy off the ropes
certainly is. Nakamura gets rid of Garza and we’re down to Nakamura, Ali,
Corbin, Uso and Ricochet (not too shabby). Ali and Ricochet fight to the
apron and Ricochet headscissors Ali out.

Uso superkicks Ricochet out though and we’re down to three. Another
superkick puts Corbin on the apron and Nakamura knees him out. Nakamura
elbows his way out of the Samoan drop and nails the spinning kick to the
head. Uso hits a superkick but Nakamura blasts him with Kinshasa. The



elimination is reversed though and Uso wins at 15:44.

Rating: C. This wasn’t too bad and I’m good with the winner. Uso has been
one of the biggest surprises in wrestling in the last six months and it
is nice to see him actually win something for a change. It isn’t the
biggest prize in the world, but Uso’s stunning main event run was a
bigger deal anyway. This gives him something of his own though and that
is a cool thing to see.

Post match here are Roman Reigns and Paul Heyman for the big final chat.
Reigns doesn’t know why he is here because he is in a title match when he
doesn’t even have to be pinned to lose. No he isn’t worried about winning
on Sunday because when you spend every day at a 12, wrestling at a 10
isn’t hard. Maybe he can have one good week like Daniel Bryan and Edge,
but he has been having great weeks since August 23 at Summerslam.

Reigns made this title relevant but the fans cut him off with the YOU
TAPPED OUT chants. That makes Reigns chuckle, because if Bryan made him
tap, he would be champion. Then you have Edge saying no one took the
title from him. Reigns: “That’s garbage.” Reigns took it from Edge and
the comeback story ends at Wrestlemania. Being in the main event with
Roman Reigns is Edge’s dream and that is where it ends. It is also where
Reigns’ dream begins, because what he has done in the last year is just
the start.

Reigns is the head of the table and that makes him unselfish. The
dreamers are the ones who are selfish because it is all about them. Who
gave Jey Uso the greatest year of his career? They have the gold right
over there (the Andre trophy) to prove how great it has been. Reigns is
going to smash the two of them on Sunday and the referee is going to
count 1-2-3. They are going to look up and see a greater man than them as
the whole world acknowledges him. Another great one here, and one of the
better promos Reigns has ever given.

Overall Rating: B. This show was centered around the three
promos and the matches filled in the gaps. That made for a
very concise show which focused entirely on Wrestlemania and a
pair of big matches. I really liked this one and it flowed



nearly perfectly, but there was one thing that gets annoying:
if WWE wrestlers can do promos this well around Wrestlemania
season, what in the world is the excuse the rest of the
year???  Reigns,  Bryan  and  Edge  all  had  really  high  level
promos here that played off of each other and told the story
of the match. You won’t see that again all year and I will
never understand why.

Results

Dolph Ziggler/Robert Roode b. Rey Mysterio/Dominik Mysterio,
Alpha Academy and Street Profits – Frog splash to Gable

Tamina b. Nia Jax via DQ when Shayna Baszler interfered

Jey Uso won the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal last
eliminating Shinsuke Nakamura
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Smackdown – November 3, 2006:
I Knew He Could Act
Smackdown
Date: November 3, 2006
Location: Bradley Center, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the go home show for Cyber Sunday and that means it is
time for one more final push towards the Champion of Champions
match. I’m not sure what that is going to entail this week,
but it’s not like Smackdown has very much to do with the pay
per view in the first place. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is Rey Mysterio, on a crutch, to open things up. Rey
talks about how he lost the I Quit match two weeks ago, with a
clip of Chavo Guerrero smashing his knee making him a bit more
emotional. He has never quit on the fans because they have
never quit on him. The fans made him believe that anything is
possible when he won the Royal Rumble and the World
Heavyweight Title…and here are Chavo and Vickie Guerrero to
interrupt.

Vickie even brings the chair into the ring (I love the idea of
them carrying a chair around for two weeks). Chavo wants Rey
to quit again but would also like him to autograph the chair.
Rey doesn’t think so but Chavo turning the chair around to
reveal the words I QUIT on the back makes it worse. Chavo
beats Rey down and hits him in the knee but Chris Benoit runs
in to stop Vickie from getting in his own shot. This is a good
story, though having it focus on Chavo Guerrero makes it a
little difficult.
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KC James/Idol Stevens vs. Brian Kendrick/Paul London

Non-title and Michelle McCool/Ashley are here as the thirds.
London and Kendrick clean house to start with London hitting a
dive to take out James on the floor. Back in and Kendrick gets
punched down, with James hitting a backbreaker for two. A
backdrop gets Kendrick out of trouble though and it’s off to
London to clean house. Everything breaks down and Kendrick has
to dive back in for a save. London is right back with a step
up shooting star press for the pin on James.

Rating: C. London and Kendrick are one of the better tag teams
in a long time around here but there is only so much that can
be done when they have faced and beaten the same teams over
and over now. The division really needs some fresh blood, but
that has been the case with both tag team divisions for a long
time now.

Teddy Long wants to protect King Booker and Queen Sharmell
just in case Booker gets to defend the World Title at Cyber
Sunday. He even has a special room ready for the two of them,
plus a special guard at the door: Batista. Booker doesn’t seem
to think much of him so Batista pins him against the wall.
Batista wants to get his hands on Finlay so tonight, no one is
getting to Booker.

The Marine is STILL a thing.

MVP and Mr. Kennedy get in an argument before their tag match
against the Brothers of Destruction.

Clips from the Cyber Sunday press conference.

MVP/Mr. Kennedy vs. Brothers of Destruction

We get the long form entrances and Kennedy seems to understand
he is in some trouble here. Kane starts for the team so
Kennedy tags out before anything happens (save for some
sneering). The big right hands and uppercuts rock MVP in the



corner but Kane charges into an elbow in the corner. Kennedy
comes in and gets kicked in the face, allowing Undertaker to
come in for a change. It’s back to MVP who hits a right hand,
allowing him to run back to Kennedy.

Everything breaks down and the Brothers clean house in a
hurry, which is enough for MVP and Kennedy to take the
countout. Cue Teddy Long to say we’re restarting this with no
countouts. Back from a break with the Brothers taking turns
slamming MVP until Kane hits a powerslam for two. Undertaker
slugs away and there’s Old School to take MVP down again.
There’s the side slam from Kane into the top rope clothesline.
Kennedy distracts Undertaker and the chase is on, including a
low blow to Kane for the DQ.

Long comes out to restart it again, this time with no countout
or DQ. The big brawl is on with MVP and Kennedy being beaten
up all over again. The Brothers drop them onto the announcers’
table and we go back inside for some running corner
clotheslines. JBL loses his mind as the Brothers are trying to
one up each other, which is quite the visual. Kennedy gets in
an ax handle to Kane and MVP hammers away as we get back to
something close to a normal match.

A dropkick sends Kane into the corner but a quick powerslam
allows the hot tag off to Undertaker. Snake Eyes into the big
boot gives us a bit of Brotherly miscommunication and a shrug
from Kane in a funny bit. Everything breaks down again and
Undertaker is knocked down, leaving Kane to take a double DDT.
That means a double sit up into a double chokeslam into a
Tombstone to finish Kennedy.

Rating: C. This felt like a Welcome To Smackdown match for
Kennedy and MVP, though it isn’t like losing to the Brothers
is going to hurt them long term. This was a rather nice
beatdown with MVP and Kennedy getting in their shots where
they could. Odds are these guys aren’t done, but putting MVP
and Kennedy in there with these two is going to give them a



nice rub.

King Booker goes to get a drink but Batista says not so fast.
Apparently people from ECW are waiting for Booker so he sticks
around.

Gregory Helms vs. Jimmy Wang Yang

Non-title and Amy from the Diva Search is here in the tied off
shirt and Daisy Dukes. Yang shoulders Helms down as JBL makes
jokes about how Yang should be a cook in a noodle house. Helms
is back with a suplex into a chinlock but Yang makes the
clothesline comeback. There’s a spinwheel kick to Helms but
here’s Sylvan to distract the referee, allowing Helms to grab
a rollup for the pin.

Rating: D+. Hey did you know that Helms has been the champ for
the better part of ever and Yang is a redneck? Not that these
things are going to have much to do with each other because
the title is worthless, but it seemed worthy of a mention.
That would be about as much as the title means in WWE’s eyes
at least.

Post match here’s Matt Hardy to go after Helms, with the
heroes standing tall. You can’t say they aren’t throwing
things at the wall here.

Sharmell needs to use the restroom but doesn’t want Batista to
hear her. Booker doesn’t get the idea but don’t worry because
she can just cross her legs.

Even more on the Marine.

Miz/Kristal vs. Vito/Layla

Vito was in a Playgirl photo shoot this week, sending JBL into
another panic over Cole knowing and the shoot. Miz hides in
the corner to start but comes back with some left hands. A
backdrop puts Miz down and lets Vito put the dress over his
head. The women come in and Kristal gets a quick rollup to pin



Ashley.

Post match here’s Boogeyman and Kristal gets the worms
treatments. Cue the screaming as Miz runs off.

Sharmell tries to calm Booker down but Batista leaves to go
take care of the ECW guys. We see Batista faking a fight in
the hallway and then coming back in to see Booker while
sipping at some water.

Controversy Creates Cash is still around.

Bobby Lashley vs. Jamie Noble

Before the match, here’s Tatanka with a new look to watch on.
Lashley throws Noble around to start, hits a belly to belly,
and finishes with the running powerslam in just over a minute.

Post match Tatanka says he and his people are owed an
explanation. He has been cheated over the last few years, just
like his people. The spirits of his forefathers have given him
a new warrior spirit and if Lashley wants to fight, he will be
at war with a nation of warriors.

Batista takes Booker and Sharmell to the limo, where some ECW
guys do actually attack. House is cleaned in a hurry though
and the limo gets away. Batista says it’s time to deal with
something personal.

Post break here’s Batista to call out Finlay. The brawl is on
in the aisle until referees break it up to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. Not exactly a strong show, but they were
in a weird spot with two matches to build towards and little
more. It was cool seeing Undertaker and Kane together once
again as that always feels like a treat, but it isn’t like
there was anything overly great here. It isn’t quite a
throwaway show, but there is nothing worth going out of your
way to see.
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Smackdown  –  April  2,  2021:
The Two Part Solution
Smackdown
Date: April 2, 2021
Location: Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg, Florida
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves

We are running out of shows before Wrestlemania and the card
is mostly set. WWE has already announced that the Smackdown
Tag Team Titles will be defended (for the first time since
they were won almost three months ago) and that we will get
the Andre the Giant battle royal next week, but that leaves a
lot of things to cover tonight. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of the Fastlane main event with Edge
costing Daniel Bryan the Universal Title. Then last week, a
triple threat match was announced for Wrestlemania.

Here is Edge to get things going. Edge thinks he might have
been naive to think he could have gone down the Road to
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Wrestlemania without hitting some road kill like Daniel Bryan.
That  was  important  to  Edge  because  Bryan  was  one  of  the
reasons  he  thought  this  comeback  was  possible.  He  was  so
focused on Roman Reigns that he never saw Bryan.

Bryan  had  all  of  these  scenarios  about  what  to  do  with
Wrestlemania, and all of them were so brave. At the end of the
day though, Edge has to admit that he was out played. When
Edge looks in the mirror though, he sees the man he needs to
have looking back at him: the Rated R Superstar. We see the
graphic for the Wrestlemania triple threat, which Edge called
Adam Pearce’s masterpiece. Edge gets a lot more serious and
talks about how he is finally the man he needs to be because
he snapped at Fastlane. Hitting Bryan with that chair felt so,
so good and Edge won’t hesitate at Wrestlemania.

Edge says he won’t feel bad if Daniel Bryan can’t make it
through his street fight with Jey Uso tonight.

Here is the Alpha Academy for a chat. Chad Gable brags about
how great Otis has been as of late and promises to peak hard
next week. They are going to win the Tag Team Titles next week
and they are going to do it for the Academy.

Alpha  Academy/Dolph  Ziggler/Robert  Roode  vs.  Rey
Mysterio/Dominik  Mysterio/Street  Profits

During  the  entrances,  Roode  and  Ziggler  brag  about  being
champions, the Mysterios want to be the champs and the Profits
dub the Mysterios the Flying Familia. Dominik starts fast with
a tornado DDT on Ziggler and everything breaks down with the
villains all being sent outside. Some dives drop them again
and we take an early break. Back with Dawkins throwing t-bone
suplexes but Ziggler gets in a shot to take Dawkins down.

Otis rips at Dawkins’ face and it’s back to Roode for a
suplex. The neck cranking is on again but Dawkins fights up
for a double clothesline. Why Dawkins didn’t run over for a
tag when he hit the ropes six inches away from Ford isn’t



clear, but he gets over and tags Ford in a few seconds later.
A standing moonsault gets two on Gable and everything breaks
down. Gable German suplexes Ford and Otis’ middle rope splash
finishes at 8:31.

Rating: C+. They kept this mostly fast paced and it worked out
well with so many people in there. It’s kind of nice to have
more than two teams fighting over the titles, but Roode and
Ziggler have gone so long without defending them that most of
their impact is gone. I could see the titles going in a few
different directions next week and that is a nice feeling to
have for a big match.

Paul Heyman comes in to see Sonya Deville and Adam Pearce.
Heyman makes it simple: he wants a clause in the street fight
saying Jey Uso cannot be held accountable for what he does.
Deville things it’s a good idea and we seem to be set.

Seth Rollins and Cesaro are in the ring for a face to face
chat. Cesaro says Rollins is right about his shortcomings but
there is something different this time around. Rollins does
not like the mention of Cesaro swinging him because he can’t
be shaken. He is unshakable at this time of the year and we
get some comparisons of classic Wrestlemania moments to his
own great Wrestlemania moments. Cesaro says Rollins may not be
unshakable but he is certainly swingable. That sends Rollins
over the edge so Cesaro tells him to take a swing. Rollins
leaves instead.

Nia Jax/Shayna Baszler/Reginald sneer at Carmella.

Natalya vs. Shayna Baszler

Tamina is here and Nia Jax is on commentary, with Reginald
next to her. They fight over rollups to start and Natalya wins
with a small package in 36 seconds. I’m going to assume there
was something off there.

Post match Jax comes in for the big brawl but the Riott Squad



and Mandy Rose/Dana Brooke come in for the save (with Brooke
mistiming a handspring dropkick in the corner). Lana and Naomi
come in to clean house but Tamina makes the save and a Hart
Attack leaves Natalya laying. Is there a reason most of the
Raw women were in their gear?

Carmella is watching in the back when Billie Kay comes up with
her resume. This seems to get Carmella’s attention.

Logan Paul arrives and Sami Zayn is rather pleased.

Here is Sami Zayn for the premiere of the trailer for his
documentary. Sami gives a rather flowery introduction to Logan
Paul, who seems happy to be here. After Paul says he wants to
see the trailer, Sami invites him to Wrestlemania, with Paul
accepting. We get the trailer, which talks about Sami being
ripped off by referees, developing a hatred for zebras, and
possibly being a flat Earther.

Logan says that was a lot to take in but doesn’t exactly buy
what he just say. Sami almost snaps on him but asks what Paul
thinks. Paul says Sami put a lot of effort into it…and here’s
Kevin Owens to Stun Sami and promise to beat some sense into
him at Wrestlemania. Paul added nothing here other than a
celebrity name.

Edge tells Sonya Deville and Adam Pearce that he will be on
commentary for the main event. I’d be surprised if he wasn’t.

Sami Zayn jumps Kevin Owens in the back.

Bianca Belair is glad that the real Sasha Banks is coming to
Wrestlemania, because she wants the one who will do anything
to win.

Bianca Belair vs. Carmella

Carmella jumps her before the bell to start and Bianca goes
into the steps as we take a break. Back with Belair fighting
out of a chinlock and getting up a boot in the corner. The



hair whips have Carmella in trouble and it’s the KOD to finish
her off at 2:45.

Post match here’s Sasha Banks to grab Belair but they just
stare each other down instead.

King Corbin vs. Drew McIntyre is set for Raw.

Corbin is sick of the disrespect around here and is ready to
take it out on McIntyre.

Apollo  Crews  wants  his  Wrestlemania  Intercontinental  Title
shot against Big E. to be a Nigerian Drum Fight, which sounds
like a street fight.

Paul Heyman talks to Edge, who doesn’t care because he knows
Heyman has a plan.

Daniel Bryan vs. Jey Uso

Street fight with Edge on commentary. It’s a brawl to start
with Bryan knocking him out to the floor. Uso grabs a chair
and the suicide dive is cut off by a shot to the head. The
chair is wrapped around Bryan’s leg but he avoids a splash
Pillmanization. Bryan cracks him over the back with the chair
but here are Roman Reigns and Paul Heyman to watch from the
stage as we take a break.

Back with Bryan in trouble and Edge looking very pleased as
Jey sends him into a chair wedged in the corner. A chain shot
sets up the Superfly Splash for two, followed by a hard whip
into the steps. Bryan manages a suplex from the steps to the
floor and the chair crushes Uso this time. Back in and Bryan
hits a missile dropkick to set up the YES Kicks. The YES Lock
makes Uso tap at 13:06.

Rating: C+. Good brawl, but these two have fought each other
so many times now that it is almost impossible to get excited
about it again. Bryan was more aggressive here though and that
is the idea they were trying to get over, so they certainly



accomplished the goal. Uso’s main event run seems to be over,
but he’s fine as the gatekeeper for Reigns.

Post match Bryan hits the running knee on Edge and sends him
into the post for a bonus. Bryan goes up the ramp, ducks
Reigns’ chair toss, and hits a running knee on him as well.
The YES Lock goes on until referees break it up, leaving Bryan
to pose to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. WWE is not great at multitasking and that
was on display here. There were two stories receiving any kind
of time and everything else felt like it was filler or not
important. The Universal Title stuff worked well and the match
is all but set. Then you have the Sami vs. Owens stuff, which
is little more than a way to act like Logan Paul is the
biggest star in the world. Everything else was just kind of
there, which means you had one well done story, one story that
was pure WWE, and a lot of nothing else. They are stumbling
towards Wrestlemania and it is getting more and more obvious
every week.

Results

Alpha  Academy/Dolph  Ziggler/Robert  Roode  b.  Dominik
Mysterio/Rey Mysterio/Street Profits – Middle rope splash to
Ford

Natalya b. Shayna Baszler – Small package

Bianca Belair b. Carmella – KOD

Daniel Bryan b. Jey Uso – YES Lock
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Smackdown – October 27, 2006:
The Big Fight Tag
Smackdown
Date: October 27, 2006
Location: Scottrade Center, St. Louis, Missouri
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’re  on  the  way  to  Cyber  Sunday,  but  that  only  means
something for a few people on this show. Other than that we
are starting the build towards Survivor Series, or at least we
should be pretty soon. I’m not sure what to expect from this
show but the main events have been pretty big as of late.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here’s a ticked off Batista to get things going. He talks
about winning the World Title at Wrestlemania XXI but then
being forced to vacate it due to an injury. Since then, all he
has wanted to do is get his title back but an Irish thorn has
been a pain in his neck so he wants Finlay out here right now.

Instead here are Paul Heyman and his security, with Heyman
recapping tonight’s main event of John Cena/Batista vs. Big
Show/King Booker. Heyman points out that Batista is the lone
non-champion, which does it sit well with Batista. That sends
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Heyman into a speech about why Batista should be a champion
because he looks and acts like one. Teddy Long is holding him
back, even though these people don’t care about him. Heyman
cares about him though and would love to have him in ECW.

Batista says that’s a nice offer and asks for some time to
think about it. That’s fine of course, but Batista turns it
down before Heyman can get out of the ring. The brawl is on
but here are Big Show and King Booker to beat Batista down.
John Cena runs in for the save and the good guys clear the
ring in a hurry.

Wrestlers  talk  about  whether  John  Cena  or  the  Marine  is
tougher. That’s three times for this segment this week.

William Regal/Dave Taylor vs. Bobby Lashley/Tatanka

Tatanka shoulders and clotheslines Regal down to start and
hands it off to Lashley, who charges into a knee in the
corner. Taylor comes in for a few quick shots but charges into
a boot to the face. The tag brings in Tatanka and everything
breaks  down.  Lashley  gets  sent  outside  and  Regal  grabs  a
rollup with his feet on the ropes and Taylor pushing a bit for
the pin. Tatanka tore his meniscus at some point in there so
he might be gone for a bit.

Post match Tatanka beats up the referee and decks Lashley with
a right hand, followed by a low blow.

Chris Benoit is asked about possibly facing Umaga at Cyber
Sunday but goes over to see Vickie Guerrero. He asks what is
going on with her and Chavo Guerrero and what they did to Rey
Mysterio. Vickie accuses Benoit of using Eddie to further his
career because they weren’t as close as he thought they were.

MVP claims an intestinal virus to keep him out of a No DQ
match with Kane. Mr. Kennedy comes in and says he wants to
face Undertaker tonight. Long says Kennedy knows Undertaker
isn’t here tonight so he can replace MVP in the No DQ match



against Kane.

We recap King Booker and Big Show attacking John Cena on Raw,
followed by Booker taking out Big Show.

Chavo Guerrero tells Vickie Guerrero to be careful around
Chris Benoit and to keep her friends close and enemies closer.

Matt Hardy vs. Gregory Helms

Non-title and yes we’re doing this again. Helms takes him down
and pounds away to start but Matt is right back up with a
running clothesline into the corner. A bulldog out of said
corner gets two but Helms shoves him off the apron for a
clothesline on the floor. Back in and Helms chokes on the rope
to set up the chinlock for a bit. Matt fights up again and
hits the Side Effect for two. The Twist of Fate is loaded up
but Helms reverses into a rollup and grabs the rope for the
pin.

Rating: C. It was a quick match and little more than that,
which is not exactly something I needed to see. These two have
fought a few times now and while the match at No Mercy was
rather good, there was nothing to this one which made me want
to see it keep going. Hopefully this is it because there isn’t
much else left to see from them.

Ashley, in a fairy costume for later, comes in to ask Paul
London and Brian Kendrick’s opinion on her costume. London is
disappointed because she stole it from him. Kendrick thinks
she looks great and the three of them are heading out later.
Ashley leaves and the guys lose it.

Ad for Controversy Creates Cash.

Kane vs. Mr. Kennedy

No DQ. Kane slugs away to start and hammers away in the corner
as JBL jumps on Cole for accidentally saying Victoria’s Secret
instead of….whatever he was trying to say. A suplex plants



Kennedy for two and there’s a hard clothesline to put him down
again. Kennedy ducks a big boot though and Kennedy hammers
away to little avail. They head outside with Kennedy whipping
him into the steps and uses a chair on the knee.

Another hard chair to the knee rocks Kane and Kennedy wraps
the knee around the ropes for a running kick back inside. Kane
gets in a few uppercuts though and a hard clothesline out of
the corner drops Kennedy. A one armed side slam does it again
but here’s MVP to break up the top rope clothesline. Kane
beats both of them up but MVP chairs the knee out so Kennedy
can steal the pin.

Rating: C+. This worked out fairly well and Kennedy continues
to build up momentum with one win over a big name after
another. Kane was basically in a handicap match here and I
think you know where this is going. That should work out well,
and a match against Undertaker and Kane should be a nice rub
for the young guys.

John Cena comes in to see Batista before the tag match and
Batista mocks the You Can’t See Me. That’s not good enough for
Cena, who gets in Batista’s face about how it is war out there
so take this seriously. Cena wants some heart and Batista buys
into the idea.

Here are Chavo and Vickie Guerrero for a chat. Chavo talks
about how the family finally have some peace in their lives. A
fan says they suck but Chavo says Guerreros don’t suck. They
are glad to be rid of Rey Mysterio and let’s look at him
saying I QUIT again. Then we watch it again just to make the
point clear. Make it three times because Chavo could watch it
all day long. There’s the fourth time but as he calls for the
fifth, here is Chris Benoit instead. The Guerreros bail before
anything can be said.

Video on the tour of the Philippines.

Here is Teddy Long for a chat. He saw what happened in the



previous match so next week it is Kane/Undertaker vs. MVP/Mr.
Kennedy. As for tonight, it’s a Divas Battle Royal.

Battle Royal

Jillian Hall is Elvis, Michelle McCool is a nurse, Kristal is
a gold miner (or digger more than likely), Ashley is a fairy
and Layla is a bunny. Before the bell, cue the Miz to make
himself referee and we’re ready to go. We’re down to Kristal
vs.  Layla  in  less  than  a  minute  with  Layla  taking  over.
Kristal puts her on the apron though and Miz pulls her out for
the win. This certainly existed as a way to get the women in
their outfits and out of the ring in a hurry.

Post break, Miz is in the ring with Kristal to celebrate the
win but here’s the returning Boogeyman. Miz shoves Kristal at
him and the worms are back.

We recap Tatanka snapping.

Big Show and King Booker bicker over who is better but agree
to work together tonight.

The Marine is still a thing.

King Booker/Big Show vs. John Cena/Batista

Cena and Booker get things going with Batista applauding from
the apron. Batista comes in and gets in a few shots of his
own, followed by some choking in the corner. It’s already back
to Cena and a double clothesline drops Booker again. We take a
break and come back with Cena coming in to slug away at Booker
but Show comes in to run him over. Booker adds some kicks to
the ribs and there’s Show’s headbutt for a bonus.

Cena clotheslines Booker but gets knocked over the top in a
hurry. The sleeper goes on to keep Cena in trouble but he
reverses into the ProtoBomb. Booker goes for the tag….and Show
walks off to make up for Raw. The hot tag brings in Batista
and it’s time to clean house. The shoulders in the corner set



up the running powerslam to plant Booker. Cena comes in for
most of his finishing sequence, followed by the Batista Bomb
for the pin.

Rating: C+. This was a nice enough main event tag team match
and that is all it needed to be. What mattered here was
getting in some tension between Booker and Batista, which
worked out well enough. You don’t need to do anything more
than what makes sense at times and that is exactly what went
down here. Nice match, and Cyber Sunday gets a boost.

Overall Rating: C+. Pretty nice show here for the most part
and there is nothing wrong with that. Having Big Show and John
Cena as guest stars is helping to prop the show up but the
good sign is that they are also building for the future. Mr.
Kennedy and MVP are looking strong and Chavo is getting a nice
push as well. I’m interested in where things are going and
that has not been the case for a bit.
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Smackdown – March 26, 2021:
Something To Look At
Smackdown
Date: March 26, 2021
Location: Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg, Florida
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves

It  is  time  to  start  the  real  final  push  to  Wrestlemania
because we are finally done with Fastlane. There is a really
strong  possibility  that  Daniel  Bryan  is  added  to  the
Wrestlemania main event and after the pay per view, that is
the best thing that they could do. Other than that, there is a
good chance that we are going to be able to see something else
added to the show, as we have three Smackdowns left. Let’s get
to it.

Here is Fastlane if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of the Fastlane main event, with Edge
costing Daniel Bryan the Universal Title. Roman Reigns tapping
to Bryan did feel like a huge deal.

Here is Daniel Bryan with a chair to get things going (now
complete with an info graphic saying “actually made Roman
Reigns tap out at Fastlane”). Bryan talks about how everyone
saw Reigns tap at Fastlane, even though Reigns said he would
rather die than tap. Then Edge hit him in the back with a
steel chair because Edge thinks everyone should let us see the
Edge vs. Roman Reigns dream match.

Bryan is tired of everyone having a dream match but him, so he
is willing to earn everything again. He wants Roman Reigns for
the Universal Title tonight and is sitting right here until he
gets his shot. Post break, Bryan is still sitting in the ring
and after a recap of what he said before the break, here is
Adam Pearce to say the referee’s decision is final. Reigns is
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still the Universal Champion and his next title defense will
be against Edge at WrestleMania.

Bryan understands and says he can face the winner immediately
after Reigns vs. Edge is over. Pearce says no and Bryan calls
him out for the double standard. How about this: Edge vs.
Reigns on the first night and Bryan vs. the winner on second
night? Cue Edge to say every match he wrestles could be his
last one and he is sick of hearing from Bryan after Bryan last
twice. The fight is on and Edge hits a quick spear before
unloading with the chair. Edge stares a lot and egads don’t go
to a closeup of him these days.

Roman Reigns tells Jey Uso to deal with this and use force if
he has to.

Seth Rollins vs. Shinsuke Nakamura

Fastlane  rematch.  Nakamura  starts  fast  and  gets  Good
Vibrations in the corner. A knee to the back on the apron
rocks Rollins and we take a break. Back with Rollins getting
in some crossface shots to slow Nakamura down. Nakamura fights
up and hits a running knee, followed by the sliding German
suplex. Nakamura’s running knee hits the buckle though and
Rollins connects with the springboard knee to the head. A
Falcon  Arrow  gets  two  but  Nakamura  is  right  back  with  a
spinning kick to the head. The reverse exploder sets up the
Landslide as the camera goes into a much closer angle. Rollins
gets caught in the cross armbreaker but he powerbombs his way
to freedom. The Stomp finishes Nakamura at 9:11.

Rating: C+. It was a fairly hard hitting match but the point
here was to keep Rollins looking strong. Now you would think
that they could fine a way to do that other than just doing
the same thing that they did on Sunday, but that’s not how WWE
works. Cesaro vs. Rollins is all but a lock for Wrestlemania
and this was a good way to set that up. Just not a way we
needed to see twice.



Post  match  Rollins  stays  on  him  but  here’s  the  returning
Cesaro to suplex Rollins down. The Swing is loaded up but
Rollins bails in a hurry.

Jey Uso brings Adam Pearce in to see Paul Heyman and Roman
Reigns. Heyman introduces Pearce to Reigns, who seems to have
this himself. Reigns does not want Pearce to make the wrong
decision but Pearce will have a decision made by the end of
the night. This does not please Reigns.

Rollins has a fit over the idea that Cesaro tried to Swing him
and challenges him to Wrestlemania. Cesaro will NEVER Swing
him again, but here’s Cesaro to Swing him again and accept the
challenge.

Big E./Street Profits vs. Apollo Crews/Alpha Academy

Crews vs. Big E. for the Intercontinental Title is set for the
second night of WrestleMania. Dawkins dropkicks Otis to start
and hands it off to Ford, who is planted with a powerslam.
Back up and Ford tries a sunset flip but Gable reverses it
into a northern lights suplex (that was sweet) for two. Crews’
delayed vertical suplex is countered though and it’s back to
Big E. to start cleaning house.

Gable countered the Big Ending into an armbar but the Rock
Bottom out of the corner plants Gable again. Everything breaks
down and a discus lariat sends Dawkins into a German suplex
from Gable. Ford lands on the floor and flips back in, setting
up the huge running flip dive to drop the Academy. Crews comes
in off a blind tag though and the Angle Slam finishes Big E.
at 4:05.

Rating:  C+.  This  was  certainly  energetic  and  I’m  still
impressed by what Otis has been doing as of late. He has gone
from a goofy face to a pretty solid monster and that is more
than I would have bet from him. Then there is Crews though and
I can’t bring myself to get interested in him again after Big
E. has beaten him multiple times. He almost has to win the



title, but I can’t quite picture that happening. Just find
someone else for Big E. to face already.

We look at Sami Zayn attacking Kevin Owens last week.

Edge isn’t happy and complains to Adam Pearce, who says his
responsibilities are to WWE. He’ll make his decision at the
end of the night, so Edge makes some not too veiled threats
about how Pearce better make the right decision.

It’s time for the Kevin Owens Show. Owens talks about how he
has a history with Sami Zayn and will always have his back,
even if Sami is a little insane. Cue Sami to say that of
course he is sorry but above all else, he wants Owens at this
red carpet premiere for the trailer for his documentary. Sami
has even been in contact with Logan Paul, as in the Youtube
sensation with 23 million subscribers and he’s going to be
here next week! Owens doesn’t care about any of that and
challenges Sami for the one on one match at Wrestlemania. Sami
reluctantly agrees so Owens beats him up anyway.

Daniel Bryan tells Adam Pearce to make the right decision.

We look at Bianca Belair and Sasha Banks failing to win the
Women’s Tag Team Titles at Fastlane.

Bianca Belair isn’t happy with Banks but knows she is good
enough to win the SmackDown Women’s Title. As for tonight, she
is going to teach Natalya a lesson.

Natalya vs. Bianca Belair

Tamina is here with Natalya. Belair shoulders Natalya outside
in a hurry and the chase goes badly in a hurry. Back in and
Belair avoids the basement dropkick and plants Natalya. Cue
Sasha Banks for a distraction and Tamina gets in a superkick
to send us to a break. Back with Banks on commentary and
Belair putting on a surfboard. Natalya is right back up with a
shot to the face but the tornado DDT is countered into a



suplex.

Banks does not seem to think much of Belair’s Royal Rumble
performance  and  NO  she  is  not  worried  about  her  spot  on
Smackdown.  Belair  elbows  Natalya  in  the  face  and  hits  a
spinebuster for two. The Lionsault is supposed to miss but
lands on Natalya’s back anyway. A small package gives Belair
two more and Natalya is right back with the discus lariat for
two more. They head outside with Belair whipping Natalya into
Banks for a big crash. Back in and the KOD finishes Natalya at
9:47.

Rating: C. It’s not a good sign when you have to be worried
about Natalya stealing a win here or there because WWE likes
to add her into thinks so often. I’m still expecting her and
Tamina to be added into the Women’s Tag Team Title match
(whatever that is going to be) but for now at least Belair
beat her. Banks vs. Belair is a fine feud on its own and they
really don’t need anyone else being added into the thing.

Post match Banks comes in for a Backstabber to Belair.

Edge comes in to Roman Reigns and doesn’t like Daniel Bryan
trying to take their spotlight. Reigns knows what that is like
(with Edge saying it took place in 2014 and only being a year
off) so they should take care of him.

Wrestlemania rundown.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Rey Mysterio

Before the match, Rey and Dominik Mysterio talk about wanting
to win the Tag Team Titles. Rey avoids a charge to start but
Ziggler picks up the leg. That earns him a hurricanrana to the
floor but another one is countered with a powerbomb over the
barricade for a huge crash. Ziggler superkicks Dominik and we
take a break.

Back with Rey still in trouble but he manages to roll away and



kick Ziggler in the head for two. The Fameasser gives Ziggler
the same but Rey is right back with a 619 attempt. That draws in Bobby
Roode which draws in Dominik, who gets dropped to the floor. Rey loads up
a springboard but Ziggler pulls him down with a Zig Zag for a close two.
Back up and Rey counters what appears to be a powerbomb into another 619
though and the frog splash is good for the pin at 8:19.

Rating: C. I don’t have the vocabulary to explain how little I care about
seeing the Mysterios vs. Roode/Ziggler in a title match at Wrestlemania.
It is hard enough to make myself focus on anything those people are doing
when they are in the ring and the idea of seeing them in a Wrestlemania
title match makes my head hurt. The wrestling is fine but egads there is
just nothing to get interested in there.

Great Khali and Kane are going into the Hall of Fame.

Here’s Adam Pearce for the big decision. Roman Reigns, Edge and Daniel
Bryan join him and Pearce gets to the point: Reigns will defend the title
once at Wrestlemania and it will be in a triple threat match. Then we cut
to an ad for the FOX 10pm news and come back with Edge down and Reigns
hammering on Bryan.

Jey Uso throws in a chair but Edge spears him down and beats up the other
two. Edge lays them out with the chair and drops the agents for trying to
break up the Conchairto. The distraction lets Bryan escape so Edge has a
seat in the middle of the ring to end the show. That was the only way to
go after Fastlane and thankfully they didn’t waste time.

Overall Rating: C+. The wrestling wasn’t the point here as they did
exactly  what  Raw  did  on  Monday:  ramped  up  a  lot  of  things  for
Wrestlemania and built up the Smackdown side of the card in one night. It
wasn’t a great show on its own, but it accomplished a lot of things and
made me want to see the pay per view a little bit more. That’s what they
needed to do and it worked out well, with three matches added and the
main event adjusted. Wrestlemania still doesn’t look great, but at least
there is something to look at.

Results



Seth Rollins b. Shinsuke Nakamura – Stomp

Apollo Crews/Alpha Academy b. Big E./Street Profits – Angle
Slam to Big E.

Bianca Belair b. Natalya – KOD

Rey Mysterio b. Dolph Ziggler – Frog splash
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Smackdown – October 20, 2006:
When Raw Takes Over
Smackdown
Date: October 20, 2006
Location: Staples Center, Los Angeles, California
Attendance: 17,169
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s time for another guest stars show as John Cena and Big
Show are here to scout for the upcoming Champion Of Champion
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match. That could make for a bit of a problem though as King
Booker is defending the title against Batista following a #1
contenders match on last week’s show. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

MVP vs. Kane

MVP talks some trash before Kane’s entrance but the fire cuts
him off. Some right hands rock Kane to start but he shows MVP
how they are really done. A shot to the face puts MVP on the
floor but Kane throws him right back inside. That’s fine with
MVP, who gets in a shot to the knee to take over. Back in and
Kane uppercuts his way up from his knee, setting up a big
boot. There’s the side slam into the top rope clothesline as
JBL continues to not be able to stand MVP. A low blow breaks
up the chokeslam for the DQ, allowing MVP to run away.

Elijah Burke vs. Vito

Sylvester Terkay is at ringside and Vito is a French maid this
week. Vito punches him down to start but misses a top rope
elbow as JBL keeps freaking out over the dress. Burke sends
him into the corner and some elbows to the back set up the
armbar. That’s broken up as Vito makes the comeback but spends
too much time messing with the skirt, allowing Burke to knock
him into the ropes. Terkay’s big boot finishes Vito.

Rating: D+. Hopefully this starts wrapping up the dress bit as
there is little reason to feature Vito once he loses like
this. There wasn’t much of a shelf life to the gimmick anyway
and we are long past the expiration point. Burke and Terkay
seem great on paper but for some reason nothing has clicked
yet. That is becoming quite the trend for them and that isn’t
a bad thing.

Gregory Helms and Matt Hardy talk trash to each other, with
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Helms asking how long it has been since Hardy held a title.
Teddy Long comes in to give Helms a match with the Undertaker
tonight.

Fans have seen the Marine.

William Regal talks about being a great wrestler who has held
lots of titles but that has not been the case as of late. He
has been focused on everyone else and that is stopping right
now. Regal introduces us to his friend Dave Taylor, who is
here to help him stay on track.

William Regal/Dave Taylor vs. Scotty 2 Hotty/Funaki

Regal is in purple trunks for a change. A knee to the face
rocks Funaki to start as JBL makes racist jokes. Taylor comes
in to drop Funaki ribs first across the top rope and Regal
comes back in for a chinlock. With that not working, Taylor
comes back in to hit Funaki in the face. Regal does the same
and a boot to Funaki’s face cuts off his comeback attempt. A
knee sends Funaki into the corner though and Scotty is allowed
to come in with Regal not even trying to break it up. Taylor
hits a butterfly suplex with a floatover to pin Scotty.

Rating: C-. This was all about establishing Taylor and Regal
as a serious team and it did that well enough. There was no
drama  here  but  it  wasn’t  that  kind  of  a  match.  The  tag
division needs a fresh team and these two could work out
rather well in that role. Let them try as they already have a
chemistry and experience. Could it be that much worse than
everyone else?

Video on Chavo Guerrero vs. Rey Mysterio.

Chavo Guerrero vs. Rey Mysterio

I Quit match. Chavo hammers away in the corner to start but
the 619 chants bring Rey back up. Rey sends him outside for
the big running flip dive and they’re both down on the floor.



A posting puts Chavo down again, followed by Rey dropkicking a
chair into Chavo’s face in the corner.

Back up and a Vickie distraction lets Chavo start in on the
leg, which has a history of working against Rey. Chavo even
ties the chair around the knee for a frog splash, which still
isn’t enough to make Rey give up. They go up the ramp with
Chavo staying on the knee, only to have Rey kick him off the
ramp. The running seated senton to the floor hits Chavo again,
which shows you just how high that stage is.

A Crossface isn’t enough to make Chavo quit so Rey chokes with
the chair. He can’t follow up though, allowing Chavo to throw
him onto some equipment cases. Rey gets in a right hand and
climbs the lighting structure but Chavo knocks him into a Tree
of Woe in the structure. Some chair shots to the knee are
enough to make Rey give up.

Rating: B-. That’s the last you’ll be seeing of Rey until
August as he needed another knee surgery. This was a heck of a
showcase for Chavo, who really does not have a major win to
his credit. Rey was World Champion about three months ago so
this still carries some weight. Rey needed to go away and it
was nice to see them elevate someone on his way out for a bit.

Gregory Helms vs. Undertaker

Non-title. Helms tries to dodge a bit but gets punched in the
corner, taking the turnbuckle pad off in the process. Snake
Eyes into a big boot connects but here is Mr. Kennedy for a
distraction. That doesn’t exactly work as Undertaker sends him
into the steps and drives Helms into the post. A chokeslam
into the Tombstone finishes Helms in a hurry.

Post match Kennedy tries to jump him again but gets knocked
down. The threat of a chokeslam sends Kennedy running.

Here is Miz to host a Diva Dance Off. The women come out but
we need judges, so here are Nick and Aaron Carter. Miz brings



up Layla having Big Dick Johnson dance on him a few weeks ago
but gives her a hug to show that everything is ok. The women
dance, Kristal grinds on Miz, he picks her as the winner, the
Carters say it was Layla, a catfight ensues. More of the same
from this stuff.

The Marine has actions scenes.

Smackdown World Title: Batista vs. King Booker

Booker is defending with Big Show and John Cena coming out to
watch. Batista powers him into the corner to start before
grabbing a headlock. Booker’s shoulder can’t take Batista down
but Booker manages to send him outside for a cheap shot from a
hidden Finlay. Back in and the Book End gives Booker two and
Batista gets tied up in the ropes.

Some forearms to the chest and a kick to the head knock him to
the floor for a crash Back in and we hit the chinlock but
Batista  fights  up  for  the  clothesline  comeback.  The
spinebuster connects so Booker goes outside, where Batista
drives him into Big Show. Back in and Batista hits the spear
but Show comes in for the DQ.

Rating: D+. I’m not sure if there was even the first hint of
drama to the result but these two still don’t have the best
matches together. Maybe it’s a styles clash or something but
it really doesn’t fit all that well together. The ending being
a matter of time rather than any doubt didn’t do them any
favors though and there was only so much that they could do.

Post match the big brawl is on with Cena and Batista taking
Big Show down. Teddy Long comes out to make the tag match for
next week.

Overall Rating: C-. Chavo Guerrero and Rey Mysterio saved the
day here as otherwise this would have been one of the lamest
Smackdowns in a long time. It’s pretty clear that the show is
being put on hold until we get to Cyber Sunday and that makes



for some rather dull television. The wrestling was ok but it
didn’t feel like much of it mattered, at least not in the
present. Totally skippable show, though Chavo vs. Rey was
good.
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It’s the go home show for Fastlane and that means we need to
add a few matches to the card. I’m sure you can guess a few of
them from here, which may or may not be the best thing. The
big match tonight will see Edge wrestle his first singles
match on Smackdown in ten years when he faces Jey Uso for the
right to be the ringside enforcer for Daniel Bryan vs. Roman
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Reigns at Fastlane. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Sasha Banks and Bianca Belair get in an argument backstage
about Banks defending against Nia Jax tonight. Somehow this is
about Reginald and Belair isn’t happy. This isn’t a good idea
and she isn’t coming to save Banks. That’s fine with Sasha,
who won’t need her to.

Smackdown Women’s Title: Nia Jax vs. Sasha Banks

Banks is defending and Shayna Baszler is in Nia’s corner.
Baszler offers a quick trip to start but Banks is right back
with a kick to the head and stomps in the corner. The double
knees in the corner rock Nia again but it’s way too early for
the Bank Statement. An elbow sends Banks into the corner and
there’s a delayed gorilla press drop for two. Jax runs her
over again and there’s a Samoan drop for two more. Cue an
annoyed Bianca Belair and we take a break.

Back with Nia dominating and swinging Banks (in a powerbomb
position) hard into the corner for two. We hit the chinlock on
Banks but Nia misses a sitdown splash. A Meteora to the back
of the head gives Banks two but Nia kicks her to the floor.
Back in and Banks spins out of a slam into a tornado DDT to
set up the Bank Statement. Shayna comes in and, with the
referee  holding  Belair  out,  accidentally  kicks  Nia.  Banks
grabs a rollup for the pin at 9:30.

Rating:  C.  Not  too  bad  here  but  it  was  all  about  the
storytelling instead of the title. I really don’t need to see
these four in another Tag Team Title match but as long as they
don’t change the titles, everything should be ok. Just get us
to Banks vs. Belair without the other two involved and we
should be in for a better story once they get to that point.

We look back at the Daniel Bryan/Roman Reigns contract signing
which of course broke down into a brawl, also including Jey
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Uso and Daniel Bryan.

Edge is happy to be back in the ring tonight because Smackdown
has always felt like home. The best nights of his career took
place here but so did the worst, when he had to vacate the
World Heavyweight Title. He is back tonight though and feels
like Jey Uso could be a top start but he is stuck in Roman
Reigns’ shadow. Tonight, Edge is teaching him a lesson.

Here is Seth Rollins for a chat.

Hang on though as we get a clip of Edge teaming with Hulk
Hogan to win the Tag Team Titles nineteen years ago.

Nia Jax yells at Shayna Baszler about the loss. Shayna is
going to get a match with Bianca Belair tonight and kick her
head off.

Now we get back to the ring for Seth’s chat. Seth talks about
returning a few weeks ago when all of the wrestlers were at
ringside like he was a king. They don’t like him but they
respect him, which is what really matters. Then they turned
their backs on him because they are idiots, but Cesaro took
the  most  time  and  stared  at  Seth,  which  was  rather
disrespectful. Rollins knows that it was because Cesaro is
jealous of him because Rollins has success while Cesaro is an
abject failure.

See, Rollins is a failure instead of a fighter and we see a
clip of him laying Cesaro out last week. Rollins remembers
Cesaro reaching out for that brass ring and found it great.
Cesaro spun him 22 times and will never disrespect him like
that  again.  Cue  Shinsuke  Nakamura  (Rollins:  “TALK  ABOUT
DISRESPECT!”), with Rollins saying Nakamura is more man than
Cesaro. Nakamura tells him to shut up and hits a kick to the
face. The threat of Kinshasa sends Rollins running. COME ON
brings Rollins back in though and now Kinshasa leaves him
laying.



Eric Bischoff is confirmed for the Hall of Fame. Much like
Molly Holly, he doesn’t get a special video.

Street Profits vs. Rey Mysterio/Dominik Mysterio

For a future Tag Team Title shot with champions Dolph Ziggler
and Robert Roode on commentary. Ford and Dominik go to the mat
to start with Ford getting the better of things. Dawkins comes
in to hit the spinning splash on Rey in the corner and it’s
back to Ford for a heck of a clothesline on Dominik. Rey
breaks up what looked to be a Doomsday Device and Dominik
grabs a hurricanrana for the fast pin on Dawkins at 2:52.
Dawkins’ eyes bugging out is funny.

Post match here is the Alpha Academy to say the Mysterios
shouldn’t be #1 contender, not after they already beat them.
For some reason the Academy turns their backs on them and get
dropkicked to the floor. A few dives take them out and the
Mysterios bail.

Alpha Academy vs. Dominik Mysterio/Rey Mysterio

Joined in progress with Rey hitting a 619 on Gable but Otis
crotches him on top. Otis comes in to run Rey over again and
hit a big boot to make it worse. Rey manages a dropkick into
the corner though and the hot tag brings in Dominik to clean
house. There’s a hurricanrana to Gable and a sunset flip gets
two. Gable cuts off Dominik and nails him with a suplex,
setting up Otis’ middle rope splash for the pin at 4:48.

Rating: C. This didn’t have a ton of time to go anywhere and
it seems to set up a four way for the titles. Odds are that
will be at Fastlane, which would hopefully leave the Street
Profits’ solo title shot for Wrestlemania. I’m not wild of A
beats B, B beats C and then all of them get a title shot, but
it’s not like the tag division is going to get much better of
a story.

Classic  Edge  Moment:  cashing  in  Money  in  the  Bank  on



Smackdown.

Kevin  Owens  comes  up  to  Sami  Zayn,  who  asks  about  Owens
joining him again. Owens suggests that Zayn is responsible for
his own problems and asks who these THEY are that Sami keeps
referencing. Sami has an idea: be ringside tonight for his
match against King Corbin and see if anything fishy happens.
Owens reluctantly agrees.

Here’s Daniel Bryan for a chat. Bryan recaps tonight’s main
event  but  doesn’t  think  Roman  Reigns  should  need  Jey  Uso
ringside at Fastlane. Edge on the other hand wants to be there
because he wants to face Reigns at Wrestlemania. Well Edge
isn’t getting what he wants, because Bryan is making Roman
Reigns tap on Sunday.

Cue Roman Reigns and Paul Heyman with Reigns laughing at the
idea of Bryan making him tap. Bryan has a better chance of
sprouting wings and flying off like a bird than making Reigns
tap out. No one has ever made him tap out and he would rather
lose an arm than tap out to anyone. Reigns would rather die in
that ring than tap out to someone like him.

Bryan says that’s pretty strong and says everyone thinks they
are  invincible  and  unbeatable  until  they  aren’t.  Everyone
thinks they are untapoutable until they tap out. Bryan isn’t
just going to make Reigns quit but he’s going to break him.
Now Bryan doesn’t want Reigns to die, but he is beating him
for the title at Fastlane. This was really good and just makes
me wonder why in the world we have to have Edge involved at
all. These promos are making him feel wedged in and that isn’t
a good feeling going into the biggest night of the year.

We get a promo for Sami Zayn vs. King Corbin, which is called
the least interesting match of all time. In the match no one
asked  for,  it  is  the  irritating  force  vs.  the  unlikable
object. There must be a winner, but thankfully there will be a
loser. Well that was funny, but why are they acknowledging



that their match is bad?

Sami Zayn vs. King Corbin

Kevin Owens joins commentary. Sami hammers away against the
ropes as Graves tries to figure out why this is billed as a
terrible idea. Corbin is sent shoulder first into the ropes
for two but the referee sees Sami grabbing the ropes. Sami
gets caught taking the turnbuckle pad off and it’s the End of
Days to give Corbin the pin at 2:03.

Post match Sami asks if Owens saw anything bad but Owens
thought it was pretty good officiating and sometimes you just
lose. Sami hits the Helluva Kick to leave Owens laying.

Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Seth Rollins is set for Fastlane.

We look back at Apollo Crews attacking Big E. again last week.

We get a sitdown, split screen interview between Big E. and
Apollo  Crews.  Big  E.  says  Crews  wants  to  talk  about
reconciliation and singing Kumbaya. Sounding like he is trying
not to explode, Big E. advises Crews to enjoy his next two
days. Enjoy the crispness of the March air and the use of his
limbs because the beating is coming. Crews, with the accent
getting even stronger, says Big E. should watch his tone. He
talks about a story his grandfather told him about watching
what you say, because he is going to win the title Sunday.

Big E. wants to do this now and takes the mic off to go find
Crews. He steps onto the baseball field and steals a golf
cart, shouting for Crews to come fight him. Big E. finally
finds him and the brawl is on with Big E. unloading on him
with a trashcan. This was some great emotion from Big E. but
Crews’ accent/voice made it feel like a huge joke.

Fastlane rundown, with Sheamus vs. Drew McIntyre now No Holds
Barred. Shane McMahon vs. Braun Strowman is listed again after
being dropped from the WWE.com preview earlier this week.



Bianca Belair vs. Shayna Baszler

Nia Jax is at ringside and here is Sasha Banks….who walks to
the back because Belair has this. Baszler knocks her to the
floor to start but Belair is back in with a rollup for two.
Cue Tamina and Natalya to jump Belair for the DQ at 1:06.

Post match, Belair gets destroyed. Insert your head shaking
and heavy sighing here.

Classic  Edge  Moment:  Edge  retires,  vacating  the  World
Heavyweight  Title  in  the  process.

Edge vs. Jey Uso

The  winner  is  the  ringside  enforcer  for  Roman  Reigns  vs.
Daniel  Bryan  at  Fastlane.  Bryan  is  on  commentary  as  Edge
shoulders Jey down to start and tries a very early Crossface.
Edge tries to wrap the arm around the ropes but Uso gets in a
shot to send Edge outside. Jey follows as Edge is favoring his
ribs, meaning it’s a whip into the steps. A big dive sends
Edge into the announcers’ table and we take a break.

Back with Jey still working on the ribs by sending them into
the post a few times. Back up and they both try crossbodies to
put them both down again, even though that was a really bad
idea from Edge. It’s Edge up first with a middle rope knee to
the  shoulder  for  two,  much  to  Bryan’s  delight.  A  super
hurricanrana takes Uso down again but the spear is blocked
with a shot to the face. The Superfly Splash gets two and Uso
is frustrated. Edge sends the arm into the mat and hits the
spear for the pin at 12:08.

Rating:  C+.  Edge  looked  pretty  good  in  there,  which  is
impressive  considering  this  was  his  first  singles  match
against  someone  other  than  Randy  Orton  since  Wrestlemania
XXVII. They had a story going here with the ribs vs. the arm
and while the ending wasn’t in doubt, it was nice to see them
put in the effort on the way there. Edge didn’t look 46, but



that doesn’t mean I want to see him in the main event of
Wrestlemania. The new gear, with white boots for a change, did
look good though.

Post match Reigns spears Edge and then hits Bryan with one of
his own for daring to interfere.

Overall Rating: C. This was the blazing fast build up Fastlane
show and while it helped for Sunday, I didn’t really have fun
watching tonight. The biggest problem is there wasn’t much in
the way of good wrestling, but at least they advanced some
stories for Sunday and beyond. Now if only we can get through
Fastlane  already  and  focus  solely  on  Wrestlemania,  things
could get a lot better in a hurry. For now though, just a
decent show and nothing more.

Results

Sasha Banks b. Nia Jax – Rollup

Rey Mysterio/Dominik Mysterio b. Street Profits – Hurricanrana
to Dawkins

Alpha Academy b. Rey Mysterio/Dominik Mysterio – Middle rope
splash to Dominik

King Corbin b. Sami Zayn – End of Days

Bianca Belair b. Shayna Baszler via DQ when Tamina and Natalya
interfered

Edge b. Jey Uso – Spear

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Smackdown – October 13, 2006:
They Did It Right
Smackdown
Date: October 13, 2006
Location: Veterans Memorial Coliseum, Jacksonville, Florida
Commentators: John Bradshaw Layfield, Michael Cole

We are done with No Mercy and King Booker is still the World
Champion. With that show out of the way, Booker has a new
issue to deal with in the forms of John Cena and Big Show as
we move towards Cyber Sunday and the Champion of Champions
match. We still have some stuff to get through first though so
let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a No Mercy recap.

Opening sequence.

Here’s Mr. Kennedy to get things going. A month ago, he asked
to be sent to Raw because he is out of competition around
here. The only one left was the Undertaker and Kennedy beat
him at No Mercy. Long still won’t give him his release so
tonight he’s defending the US Title, and if he wins, he’s off
to Raw.
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US Title: Chris Benoit vs. Mr. Kennedy

Kennedy is defending and gets knocked into the corner in a
hurry to start. Benoit hammers away and gets one off the snap
suplex. The threat of the Crossface sends Kennedy over to the
rope so Benoit chops him in the corner. Benoit is bleeding
from the mouth as he fires off some knees to the ribs. The
release German suplex sends Kennedy out to the floor but this
time he gets in some shots to the back.

That’s about it for the offense though as Benoit slams him
back inside and tries the Sharpshooter. With that not working,
Benoit settles for a side suplex for two instead. Benoit drops
him ribs first onto the top rope and then slams Kennedy off
the top. The Swan Dive connects and now the Sharpshooter goes
on but Benoit switches to the Crossface, allowing Kennedy to
make the rope.

We take a break and come back with Benoit hitting a headbutt
in the corner. Kennedy manages to send him shoulder first into
the post though and then does it again for two. The logical
armbar goes on but Benoit is back up with another failed
Sharpshooter attempt. Kennedy goes back to the arm so Benoit
kicks him in the head (the simple escapes are often the best)
but the armbar goes on again. Then the gong sounds and Benoit
uses the distraction to grab the German suplex. Cue Undertaker
as Benoit rolls the German suplexes into the Crossface for the
tap and the title.

Rating: C+. I’m not wild on the distraction setting up the
finish but at least it wasn’t just a rollup for the title.
Kennedy  losing  off  the  bat  like  this  was  a  surprise  but
continuing a feud with Undertaker is a bigger deal than having
the US Title at the moment. Kennedy can talk his way up the
ladder as well as anyone so he’s going to be fine no matter
what he does. Benoit is always good as the midcard champion so
this works out for everyone.



This  Week  In  Wrestling  History:  Steve  Austin  fills  Vince
McMahon’s Corvette with cement.

We look at Vince McMahon announcing the Champion of Champions
match.

Teddy Long reminds King Booker that he will defend the World
Title next week on Smackdown, which Booker does not like.
Tonight it’s Batista vs. Finlay vs. Bobby Lashley for next
week’s title shot.

Vito vs. William Regal

Vito has a fur wrap to go with the dress. Regal hammers away
in the corner as Cole says Vito and Regal shared a shower at
No Mercy. They’re out on the floor in a hurry where Regal
kicks him in the face, much to JBL’s delight. Back in and Vito
fights out of a full nelson so Regal settles for a half nelson
suplex instead.

A crossface has Vito bailing to the rope as JBL continues to
take every shot he can at Vito. Regal gets kicked in the face
so Vito can pull the dress up, only to miss a top rope elbow.
As JBL complains about the closeups of Vito and the far shots
of Michelle McCool, Vito sits down on a sunset flip attempt
for the pin.

Rating: D+. I’m not sure if it is a good or bad thing that
Vito is being moved up the ladder but it’s better than having
him do the same things over and over again. This time he’s
doing the same things against better opponents, or at least
opponents who can play off of the comedy a bit better. JBL’s
rants would not fly today, but they are still fairly funny,
just for how much he freaks out every time.

Bobby Lashley is ready for the triple threat tonight and loves
the pressure.

Here is MVP to say there is no competition for him here. He



beat a world renowned fighting machine at No Mercy and the
fans call him a Power Ranger (MVP: “That’s cool.”). MVP wants
an opponent who will make him break a sweat tonight so here’s
Teddy Long to introduce said opponent.

MVP vs. Kane

This is Kane’s Smackdown debut after losing a Loser Leaves Raw
match. MVP stretches a lot and JBL yells at him to get on with
it already. Kane hammers on him before the bell and beats him
so badly that MVP bails, meaning no match. JBL getting on MVP
is a different way to go and I kind of like it.

John Cena trained with some Marines and it was hard.

Jamie Noble vs. Rey Mysterio

Chavo and Vickie Guerrero come out to watch and we are joined
in progress after a break. Jamie knocks him down in the corner
as the EDDIE chants are out in full again. Some forearms and
knees to the face set up a chinlock on Rey as the chants
switch to 619. Back up and Rey counters a sunset flip into a
kick  to  the  head  and  nails  a  Lionsault  for  two.  The
hurricanrana out of the corner sets up the springboard seated
senton but Noble is back with a rollup for two of his own. Not
that it matters as Rey hits the 619 and Drops The Dime for the
pin.

Rating: C. These two are going to have a good match against
almost anyone and they were fine here. It was clear that they
were just setting up whatever was going to take place after
the match with Chavo but they didn’t fly through it for the
sake of getting to the angle. Noble continues to be a good
hand in a tag team or on his own and that is a good thing to
have on the roster.

Post match Chavo mockingly praises Rey’s win but blames Rey
for bringing him out of retirement. These two cannot survive
on Smackdown so let’s have an I Quit match next week. Rey



isn’t  sure  as  he  has  already  beaten  Chavo  twice.  Vickie
questions Rey’s manhood so the match is on.

Brian Kendrick/Paul London/Jimmy Wang Yang vs. KC James/Idol
Stevens/Sylvan

Ashley and Michelle McCool are here too. Kendrick and Sylvan
start things off but everything breaks down in a hurry with
London and Kendrick hitting the stereo dives to the floor.
Back in and Sylvan blasts Kendrick with a clothesline as JBL
talks about McCool holding a yard stick. Everything breaks
down in a hurry with London diving onto James. That leaves
Yang to hit a moonsault press to finish Sylvan.

Rating: C+. This was a rather short match but it was all
action, as you might have expected from most of the people
involved. London and Kendrick can work well with anyone but
they need some fresh opponents after beating the Pitbulls and
James/Stevens over and over. I’m not sure who that is going to
be, but it’s nice to have such skilled champions.

Raw Rebound.

Finlay doesn’t like Cole suggesting he might not win tonight.
He’ll win tonight and become World Champion next week.

Batista promises to win too.

Batista vs. Finlay vs. Bobby Lashley

The winner gets a shot at King Booker, on commentary here,
next week. Finlay doesn’t like being left out of the early
staredown  so  they  both  deck  him.  That  lets  Batista  take
Lashley into the corner but Lashley whips him into the corner
as well. A collision gives us a double knockdown so Finlay
comes back in and sends Batista outside. Lashley is back up
with some clotheslines for two, with the Leprechaun coming in
for a distraction. That sends Lashley out in pursuit and we
take a break.



Back with Finlay chinlocking Lashley while Batista is down
after being posted while we were away. Batista gets back in
and  cleans  house,  including  a  running  clothesline  to  put
Finlay on the floor. The Batista Bomb is broken up and they
all  head  outside  with  Batista  loading  up  the  announcers’
table. Finlay and Lashley jump Batista in a smart move and
then put him through the table in a smarter one.

Booker is VERY pleased by this as Finlay (Booker: “He’s a
turncoat!”) clotheslines Lashley down for two. Lashley is back
with some shots to the ribs but Batista makes the save. Finlay
beats Batista up on the floor again, including a good looking
kick to the face. Batista is back up with a spear to Lashley,
leaving Finlay to take the spinebuster into the Batista Bomb
(Booker: “NO!!!!!!”) for the pin.

Rating: C+. There wasn’t a ton of doubt on the ending here as
Batista vs. Booker is the big showdown that needs to happen
again. The good thing here though is the other two are more
than capable of having a power match like this and they all
beat each other up rather well. Throw in Booker’s hilarious
panicking on commentary and they had a nice match here.

Booker is told that Big Show and John Cena will be here for
the title match next week. The champ is rather upset to end
the show.

Overall Rating: B-. They kept the show moving here and it was
one of their better ones in a bit. It felt like everything
mattered here (some more than others) or at least had the
energy to make it seem like it mattered. This was a nice way
to build off of the pay per view, though it could be a while
before we get to anything important with Cyber Sunday being
the next big Raw show. At least they have a title match set
for next week and then the Champion of Champion match as a
bonus. Rather solid show here.
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