Superstars - October 21,
2016: Completes the Trilogy

Superstars
Date: October 21, 2016

Location: Pepsi Center, Denver, Colorado

Commentators: Tom Phillips, Corey Graves

We’re back in the Goldberg world and I have a feeling we might hear
about him on this show more than once. Other than that I'm sure
we’'ll have something other than Darren Young vs. Jinder Mahal Part
III. They have most of the Raw roster at their disposal and I can’t

imagine we’ll have to sit through that again. Let’s get to it.
Opening sequence.

Alicia Fox vs. Nia Jax

Clash of Champions rematch. Fox gets thrown around so she tries a
sleeper to almost no avail. A front facelock goes even worse as Fox
is thrown all over the place. We hit the bearhug until Fox crawls
over Nia’'s head. The ax kick gets two but Alicia is launched off the
kickout. Fox’'s middle rope dive is caught in the Samoan drop for the
easy pin at 3:35.

Rating: D+. Just a step above a squash here and that’s all it needed
to be. Fox is about all you can feed to Nia at this point as they
don’t have enough of a division to have two stories going on at the
same time. Nia is going to be a big deal when she’s allowed to go
after the title and the first woman to stop her will look like a big
deal.

We look at the buildup to Goldberg’s return.
Back to Raw for Rusev and Lana calling out Roman Reigns.

Here are Rusev and Lana to run down America and its horrible family
values. He’'s heard about Roman’s family but he doesn’t want to hear
about 700 Samoans sitting around a campfire dipping a turkey leg in

mayonnaise. As a counter, Rusev, has a photo album of his own
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family.

This includes his mother (two time world rowing champion), his
father (who wrestled in the military), his brother Rusev (Rusev
Rusev? Either way he’s a chef.), his grandmother and their award
winning dog. Reigns FINALLY comes out to interrupt and is quickly
beaten down, allowing Rusev to put Reigns in the Accolade.

Back to Raw again for Seth Rollins interrupting Chris Jericho and
Kevin Owens, plus the ensuing match.

After Jericho and Owens brag about their friendship a bit, Rollins
comes out to a BIG face chant. Like, even bigger than the time he
beat up Roman Reigns and should have been turned face then. Rollins
thinks everything about Jericho should be on the List, including the
trunks which Rollins refers to as Sparkle Crotch. Jericho: “I AM NOT
SPARKLE CROTCH!” For calling him that, Rollins JUST MADE THE LIST!

Seth brings up Owens bailing on Jericho two weeks in a row but
that’s just to keep the team strong. Jericho issues a challenge to
Rollins, who wants to fight right now. Actually hang on because Seth
wants to know what Owens is going to do. Jericho and Owens disagree
about whether Owens should stay or go with Jericho saying he’s got
this because Owens can be here in spirit. Rollins: “Let’s do this.
Owens, get your hands off Sparkle Crotch.”

Chris Jericho vs. Seth Rollins

First good sign of the match: the bell rings as we get back because
Foley made it official during the break. Do that WAY more often. The
SPARKLE CROTCH chants begin as Rollins clotheslines Jericho out of
the corner and stomps on the Canadian. A backbreaker gives Jericho
two and control but he has to fight out of a Pedigree attempt.
Jericho backdrops him over the top and face first onto the apron as

we take a break.

Back with both guys getting up and Rollins scoring with a Sling
Blade for two. The nose breaking knee has Jericho in trouble but
here’s Owens for a distraction. Rollins hits the springboard knee
but gets distracted anyway, allowing Jericho to grab the Walls. The



referee sees Owens holding the ropes away from Rollins though and
the hold is broken. Instead Jericho goes with an enziguri but the
Codebreaker is countered into a Pedigree for the pin at 14:36.

Rating: B-. This third straight loss for Jericho is proof of how
important talking is in wrestling. Jericho has lost to Rollins three
times now and he’s still going to be one of the most over acts on
the roster with all of his stupid lines and charisma. It’'s something
so few people have going for them and Jericho is one of the best

ever at it.

Darren Young vs. Jinder Mahal

I WAS KIDDING YOU MORONS!!! You have the entire Raw roster and this
is the best you can do??? Darren takes him to the mat to start until
a headlock slows things down. The fans actually get behind Darren as
he gets two off a shoulder and seated senton. Mahal goes after Bob
Backlund and uses the distraction to send Young into the LED board.
Back from a break with Mahal grabbing a chinlock.

You know, you would think three straight matches would be enough to
give two people some chemistry but that’s not happening here. Some
choking on the ropes has Young in even more trouble and it’s back to
the chinlock. Young finally punches him out of the air and makes his
comeback with some chops. The belly to back suplex onto the apron
gets two and you can hear the crowd dying by the second. A roaring
elbow sets up the Gut Check for the pin on Mahal at 8:55.

Rating: D-. Please, stop. These two are having some of the least
interesting matches I’'ve ever seen and for some reason we’'re seeing
it week after week. There’s no story, there’s no reason to believe
Mahal is going to win and there’s no energy to any of these things.
Just boring all around and that’s the worst kind of wrestling you

can have.
We look at Paul Heyman’s comments to Goldberg.
Goldberg’s comments wrap up the show.

Cole brings out “the greatest champion in WCW history”. I'll just
let that sink in for a moment as Goldberg gets the big, long walk



entrance through the back with everyone applauding him (and the
Governor of Colorado being shown on camera chanting his name).
Goldberg finally comes out and soaks in some cheers before saying
you should never say never again. His wife and son are here to see

him for the first time ever.

Back in January, he got a phone call from 2K asking him to promote
their new video game. The thing he misses most, other than hurting
people, is being a hero for kids. Somewhere along the way, he
created some drama around here and maybe it’s better left alone.
Fans: “NO!” Goldberg: “BUT THEN!"” Fans: “YAY!”

Goldberg talks about Brock having Heyman challenge him to a fight,

which made him think he has one more beating left in him. Maybe he

has one more spear and Jackhammer in him. That means Brock is next

but he’s also last. Goldberg goes around the ring and picks up some
kids (including his own) to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. The stuff from Raw helped but sweet goodness the
original stuff here was a disaster. The women were about as good as
a near squash was going to be but the “main event” made me wish I
was watching anything else. Like, Main Event for example. Just throw
out ANYONE else and it'’s going to be better. Not much to this show
and that’s about why Superstars exists.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part
I at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Superstars - October 7,
2016: The Long Version

Superstars
Date: October 14, 2016

Location: Oracle Arena, Oakland, California

Commentators: Corey Graves, Tom Phillips

It’s a big week around here as we’'re coming off a pay per view and
had a bunch of big matches announced for Survivor Series. In
addition to that we also have the impending announcement of Goldberg
vs. Brock Lesnar II, which will probably also be at the November pay

per view. Let’s get to it.
Opening sequence.

Shining Stars vs. Josh Andrews/Jared Pimm

Andrews seems interested in a time share to start but gets
clotheslined instead. Well it’s more interesting than the time share
would be. A double dropkick keeps Andrews in trouble and we get a
LET’S GO JOBBERS chant. Epico gives him a delayed vertical suplex
but a jawbreaker allows the tag off to Pimm. A double underhook
gutbuster has Pimm reeling and an enziguri/legsweep combo puts him

away at 3:46.

Rating: D. The Shining Stars just aren’t interesting and the crowd
silence here tells you everything you need to know. There’s a reason
these two have been around for years and barely ever done anything
on the roster. Sometimes you have to accept that all the repackaging
in the world isn’t going to save some acts.

We recap Raw’s opening segment between Rusev/Roman Reigns/Sasha
Banks/Charlotte which set up the following mixed tag.

Charlotte/Rusev _vs. Roman Reigns/Sasha Banks

The genders have to match so we start with multiple tags before any
contact. Rusev punches Reigns to start and a clothesline gets two.

Reigns starts a comeback as the fans want Sasha. The villains are
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knocked to the floor and we take a break. Back with Reigns caught in
a chinlock and more WE WANT SASHA chants. A Superman Punch allows
the tag to Charlotte, meaning it'’s off to Sasha to clean house.
Wouldn’t it have been smarter to not have Rusev tag so the advantage
isn’t lost? The double knees in the corner get two on Charlotte and
the Bank Statement makes her tap at 9:48.

Rating: D+. Well that happened and it was nowhere near as amazing as
the announcers tried to make it seem. The fans really didn’t seem to
care about Rusev vs. Reigns as there’s almost no way Rusev is
getting the title back and everyone knows it. There was nothing to
the match anyway and the sudden ending didn’t help things.

We see Goldberg’s comments on SportsCenter.

Here’s Paul Heyman to discuss said Goldberg comments but first we
get another WWE2K17 video, this time of Lesnar vs. Goldberg. Heyman
has heard people whispering about Goldberg returning for years now
because they want one more spear and Jackhammer. You still hear the
chants today and there they go again.

Everyone that got in the same ring as Goldberg was conquered while
he was running parallel to Brock Lesnar. It keeps Heyman up at night
that Goldberg is one up on Brock so as of tonight, Goldberg is
officially challenged to a fight any place anytime. Goldberg can
either live in the past or step in this ring and be conquered. In
Suplex City, Goldberg is next.

Darren Young vs. Jinder Mahal

Yes again. Young takes him down with a headlock and chops in the
corner a bit. For some reason Mahal heads outside to yell at Bob
Backlund so Young takes him to the apron, only to get kicked into
the post. Back with Darren in an abdominal stretch as the announcers
talk about Mahal’s inner peace. Something about breathing
techniques. Mahal slowly stomps on the ribs and puts on a chinlock
with a knee in the back. Young fights up again and hits the belly to
back suplex on the apron but Jinder kicks him in the head for two
more. A dropkick gives Darren two more and the Gut Check ends Mahal
at 11:02.



Rating: C-. I liked this better as it was a bit more competitive but
Darren Young vs. Jinder Mahal is as stereotypical of a Superstars
match as you’'re going to get. Once the Election takes place and we
can get rid of Make Darren Young Great Again, I can’t imagine either
of these guys are going to be around much longer. Neither of them
are interesting and neither of them have any depth to their
characters.

From Raw, Stephanie McMahon and Mick Foley set up the night’s main

event.

Here are the bosses with Stephanie making fun of Foley’s red flannel
suit. In what sounds like a Home Shopping Network ad, Foley and
Stephanie talk about the Women’s Title match being inside the Cell
and confirm it for a second time tonight. But wait: there’s more. In
a THIRD Cell match, Seth Rollins will be challenging for Kevin
Owens’ Raw World Title as well.

This brings out Chris Jericho and Kevin Owens to say Mick has
outdone himself this week. Owens doesn’t want to be in the Cell
because he doesn’t want to be an old, broken down man like Foley.
Jericho wants to know if he and Kevin can have their own private jet
if Mick is just throwing out presents. The recklessness involved in
putting Owens in the Cell means FOLEY JUST MADE THE LIST! Foley: “I
started the List.” Jericho: “YOU JUST MADE THE LIST AGAIN!”

Stephanie tells Jericho to show Foley respect (MAKE UP YOUR FREAKING
MIND ALREADY STEPHANIE!!! TWO WEEKS AGO YOU TREATED FOLEY LIKE A
THREE YEAR OLD AND NOW JERICHO NEEDS TO RESPECT HIM???) so she has
an idea: if Jericho can beat Rollins tonight, he’s in the title
match as a triple threat. Because Raw needs to top Smackdown’s
triple threat!

And now, that main event.

Seth Rollins vs. Chris Jericho

If Jericho wins, the Universal Title match becomes a triple threat.
Rollins doesn’t care for having a toothpick thrown in his face so he

smacks Jericho around. A Blockbuster gets two for Seth and Jericho



bails to the floor, only to get caught by a slingshot dropkick. Cue
Owens for a distraction so Jericho can take over and we take a
break.

Back with Jericho kicking Rollins off the top and slapping on an
abdominal stretch. Rollins sends him face first into the middle
turnbuckle and gets two off a Sling Blade (which Jericho called
loudly). Seth goes up top and slams Jericho off, only to have his
crossbody dropkicked out of the air. The low superkick gets two on
Jericho but Owens offers a distraction, allowing Jericho to grab the
Walls.

A belt shot from Owens gets the same and Rollins takes him down with
a suicide dive. The springboard knee to the head gets two on Jericho
but he avoids the frog splash. A Lionsault gives Jericho a near fall
of his own but he misses a high crossbody. Jericho reverses the
Pedigree into another Walls attempt, only to get small packaged for
the pin at 19:14.

Rating: B-. The ending was more of a relief than anything else as I
really, really didn’t need to sit through another triple threat
title match, especially inside the Cell. Rollins vs. Owens isn’t the
most interesting thing in the world but Jericho can go and do

something else instead of trying to salvage this upper midcard feud.

Post match Owens and Jericho beat on Seth but Rollins fights back
and gives Jericho a Pedigree as Owens bails to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. This wasn’t one of their better shows as the
original wrestling really didn’t do anything for me. Mahal vs. Young
was done last week and I really didn’t need to see the same thing in
a version nearly three times as long. Couple that with a boring
squash and this show pretty much just existed for the sake of the

Raw recaps, where your mileage may vary.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part
I at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav




And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

WWE Themed Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles Figures

http://wrestlingrumors.net/the-undertaker-is-donatello-in-n
ew-tmnt-toy-line/

I don’t know if it’s due to being on cough medicine or
reality setting in but THIS IS THE GREATEST THING I’'VE EVER
SEEN IN MY LIFE!

Superstars - October 7,
2016: The Raw Alternative

Superstars
Date: October 7, 2016

Location: Staples Center, Los Angeles, California
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Corey Graves

This is the kind of show you don’t often get in WWE: a quick and
simple wrestling show where the in ring action is really all that
matters. You’'ll also get some highlights from this week’s Monday
Night Raw while seeing some names that don’t often make it onto the
major TV show. Let’s get to it.
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Opening sequence.

Darren Young vs. Jinder Mahal

Dang it I can’'t get away from Mahal. Darren works on the wrist to
start and almost falls over while trying a swinging neckbreaker.
Mahal pulls him out of the corner though and drops some knees from
the middle rope for his first two. We hit the chinlock for a bit
before another knee drop gets another two. Mahal has those long legs
so it makes sense to use the knees that often. Back up and Young
grabs a belly to back suplex onto the apron, followed by the Gut
Check for the pin on Mahal at 4:21.

Rating: D. The wrestling was fine but these two combine for the
personality of a chair. I’'ll be very glad when the election is over
and we can drop this making Darren Young great again nonsense. At
least putting him on Superstars is better than making me watch him
face Titus 0’Neil every week on Raw.

We go back to Raw for the Roman Reigns/Rusev/Lana segment.

Here’s Roman Reigns to open the show and MY GOODNESS they’re booing
him out of the building. WWE is asking for this one as Reigns just
isn’t the kind of person who can go out there and talk full time. He
goes into the guy line but here’s Lana to interrupt. Fans: “THANK
YOU LANA!” With the accent slipping, Lana rips into Reigns for
everything he’s done in recent weeks but Reigns just tells her to
bring her husband out here if he wants that rematch.

Rusev comes out and the brawl is on again with the Bulgarian getting
the better of it and knocking Reigns into the crowd. Rusev takes the
belt and starts to walk up the ramp but Reigns sneaks up from behind
him with a Superman Punch. Reigns grabs the mic and says they can
have the rematch but it’s going to be inside the Cell.

Back to Raw and here’s most of New Day vs. Chris Jericho/Kevin

Owens.

Chris Jericho/Kevin Owens vs. New Day

Non-title. Masterson and Kutcher are on commentary as Owens runs

Woods over to start. Owens makes sure to jump over Xavier in the



kind of funny bit that most people just don’t think to do. Woods
gets taken into the corner for the double teaming as Kutcher talks
about their new show. It’s off to Big E. to face Owens for some hip

swiveling.

Graves says Saxton would be the Fez (character on That 70s Show, on
which Masterson and Kutcher starred) of the commentary table, which
sounds like a good insult, assuming you find dating Mila Kunis'’
character to be a bad thing. Big E. gets beaten down even more as

the announcers discuss middle names and scarves.

Back from a break with Owens and Big E. colliding off a double
clothesline. Woods comes in and gets chinlocked before it’s back to
Jericho for a running clothesline in the corner. A superplex is
broken up and Woods gets two off a high crossbody. Owens breaks up a
hot tag attempt and gets two off a DDT.

Cue Seth Rollins to the stage for a distraction though and Woods
gets in an enziguri. The hot tag brings in Big E. to clean house
(and swivel the hips of course) but Owens superkicks him down. Big
E. and Owens go to the floor and Jericho gets the Liontamer on
Woods, only to have Rollins offer a distraction. A quick Midnight
Hour puts Jericho away at 16:25.

Rating: C-. This was much longer than it needed to be and served
little more purpose than to have Kutcher and Masterson there to plug
their new show. It’s a really bad sign that this is what the World
Champion is being used for: a second hour tag match with little to
gain other than helping set up a Netflix show. Well done WWE. It's
good to see what you think of what should be your flagship star.
Masterson and Kutcher were both fine and seemed to be having a lot
of fun, which is much better than you’re going to get out of most
guest stars.

Rollins gives Jericho a Pedigree to really get under Owens’ skin.

Neville vs. Curtis Axel

Axel slams him to start and it’'s already time to pose. A rollup gets

one for Neville but Axel drives in some knees to the robes to take



over again. We get the front flips across the corner and a dropkick
sends Axel outside. That means a running flip dive but it’s way too
early for the Red Arrow as Neville is kicked out to the floor. Back
from a break with Axel hitting a great looking dropkick and grabbing
an armbar chinlock. The Axehole (that neckbreaker faceplant that
Axel used to use as a finisher before it stopped finishing anyone)
gets two and it’'s an enziguri into the Red Arrow for the pin on Axel
at 7:18.

Rating: D+. Not the most exciting match in the world but I liked it
better than the opener. Granted that’s probably due to having
Neville in there instead of someone like Young as there’s so much
more charisma in the second match. Axel continues to be someone that
could go somewhere if they gave him the right story but there’s been
too many losses and too much time gone over the years to make it
work without something major.

Long recap of Charlotte vs. Sasha, going all the way back to the
BFF’s days in NXT. They’ve both been fighting to prove themselves as
the best in the world and have traded the title over the last few
months.

Hispanic Heritage Month video on Cesar Chavez.

Raw Women’s Title: Sasha Banks vs. Charlotte

Charlotte is defending and we get Big Match Intros. Sasha kicks her
outside and hits a suicide dive, setting up a break less than thirty
seconds in. Back with Charlotte in control and working on the back
with a backbreaker (makes sense) and a hard shove into the corner.
Sasha blocks the big boot and gets two off the double knees.

The champ is sent outside but is still able to drop Sasha’'s back
onto the apron. Sasha tries to go up top but gets knocked onto the
ropes for a nasty crash. Charlotte’s superplex is shoved off and
double knees from the top get two. It’s too early for the Bank
Statement though so Charlotte sends her outside, setting up a
CORKSCREW MOONSAULT TO THE FLOOR! I mean it made almost no contact
but it looked awesome. Natural Selection gets two back inside and

Charlotte is frustrated. A headscissors sets up the Bank Statement



and Charlotte taps in a hurry to give Sasha the title at 14:17.

Rating: B. Good match but they felt out of sync at the end. That
missed moonsault didn’'t help things and the ending felt like it was
out of nowhere. Sasha winning makes the most sense and, dare I say,
sets up a rematch inside the Cell? They’ll have a rematch one way or
another and it needs a little something more than just a regular
match.

A long celebration ends the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This show’s rating depends on whether or not
you're factoring in the bonus footage. With the bonus and far more
important stuff being thrown in, I could easily see why people would
prefer this over the full three hour version. 0ddly you could skip
the original wrestling and just watch the stuff from Raw to get your
fill of Monday’s show in far less time. It's a perfectly
entertaining and quick show, which makes it very different from Raw.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part
I at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Superstars — September 30,
2016: Now With More People
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You Won’'t See On This Show

Superstars
Date: September 30, 2016

Location: US Bank Arena, Cincinnati, Ohio
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Corey Graves

I don’t normally do this show but I was in the arena live for the
taping so I might as well take a look at the show. This was taped
before last week’s Monday Night Raw and now serves as the night'’s
dark matches. Superstars tends to be completely forgotten and
there’s a good chance that'’s justified. Let'’s get to it.

Opening sequence, featuring a bunch of people you won’t be seeing on
this show.

Sami Zayn vs. Curtis Axel

Not a bad choice to fire up the crowd. Axel takes him down by the
arm to start so Sami does his big spin out to escape. Sami’s reverse
leapfrog sets up some armdrags into an armbar and the fans are very
pleased. Some right hands and a good looking dropkick put Zayn down
but Axel spends a bit too much time yelling. The exploder suplex
sets up the Helluva Kick to give Sami the pin at 4:40.

Rating: C-. Not much to this one but Sami is the perfect choice to
open a show and fire the fans up. There’s just something so easy to
cheer about Sami and it hasn’t failed him yet. For the life of me I
don’t know why he’s stuck on the midcard treadmill when Smackdown is
dying for talent and Zayn can’t even get on Raw most weeks.

We see a long stretch, as in the better part of five minutes, of
Roman Reigns vs. Rusev from Raw.

We see Charlotte, Dana Brooke and Sasha Banks’ segment from Raw.
This is much closer to being complete so here it is in full.

Here are Charlotte and Dana Brooke for a chat. Charlotte says last
night was another chance for everyone to be disappointed because
that’s what she does time after time. She’s not the huggable Bayley
or the internet darling Sasha Banks. Cue Sasha to say that’s her
title because Charlotte didn’t beat her last night. Sasha is owed a
one on one match and she wants it right now. Charlotte tells the
YESing fans to be quiet so she can tell Sasha that she’ll get her
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rematch...next week. Sasha cleans house and the villains leave.

Neville vs. Jinder Mahal

This would be another option that could have picked the crowd up
during Raw but nah, we needed three minutes of Stephanie yelling at
Foley instead. To no one’s surprise, Mahal comes out to crickets.
Neville grabs a headlock to start as we hear about Mahal talking
trash about NXT stars coming up through the ranks. So yeah, this
actually has a story to it. Mahal’'s armbar doesn’t do much to shake
his image of being really boring so Neville handsprings across the
ring and hits something like a hurricanrana. The tease of a dive
scares Mahal to the barricade and we take a break.

Back with Mahal missing a charge and falling outside again, only to
have him send Neville ribs first into the apron. A basement dropkick
puts Neville down and a big boot to the face gets two. Neville comes
back with his series of kicks, including a big one to knock Mahal
out of the air. The Red Arrow puts Mahal away at 8:55.

Rating: D. I don’t know how many more ways I can say Mahal is boring
but it’'s the biggest problem with so many wrestlers today. There’s
no real character there and his in ring abilities aren’t enough to
make me want to watch anything he does. This was longer than it
needed to be with Neville doing what he could but having nothing to
work with in Mahal.

Most of Kevin Owens on the Highlight Reel (minus anything with Enzo
and Cass) ends the show.

It’s time for the Highlight Reel. Jericho tells us to be quiet about
a dozen times because this is the most anticipated Highlight Reel in
WWE history. Before Owens comes out here though, Jericho has a bone
to pick with Masterson and Kutchner, who have the nerve to claim
that they’re better friends. Jericho: “THAT'’S IMPOSSIBLE!” That’s so
unthinkable that they’re both about to make the List of Jericho.

It’'s almost time for Owens to come out but Jericho yells at the
cameraman for shooting him from the wrong side, which means HE MADE
THE LIST! Rollins is on there too because he got hurt again last
night. Owens comes out and praises the Jeritron 5000 but says he’s
not about to wear a suit for a place like Cincinnati, Ohio. What
kind of town can this be when it created Dean Ambrose? Jericho: “HE
STILL OWES ME $17,000!” Owens moves on to Rollins and says the rib
injury is karma after all the people Seth injured over the last year



and a half. Cue Rollins but security and Foley pull him back.

Overall Rating: D+. I see why I don’t watch this show most of the
time. It’s basically just a long recap show with some dark matches
filling in the gaps. That being said, there’s a reason this 1is
little more than D level programming to fill in time on the Network
and to satisfy international commitments. It was fine enough but
nothing worth going out of your way to see whatsoever.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part
I at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Full Listings For True
Story 0Of The Royal Rumble
DVD

They kind of have to mix this up due to the Network making
these matches so accessible.

DISC 1:

Documentary:

* It ALl Begins Here
* 0rigins

* The Prestige

* Controversies

* Surprises
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* Undercard
* Records
k
X

Moments
Legacy
DISC 2:
Special Features:
* Devil Hair
* Pamela Anderson
* Mae Young
* Ric Flair’'s Return
* Batista Zipper
* Women in the Rumble

Matches:
Royal Rumble Match
Royal Rumble e« January 24, 1988

The Rockers vs. The Orient Express
Royal Rumble ¢ January 19, 1991

WWE Championship Match
Ultimate Warrior vs. Sgt. Slaughter
Royal Rumble e« January 19, 1991

Royal Rumble Match
Royal Rumble ¢ January 22, 1994

WWE Championship Match
Sycho Sid vs. Shawn Michaels
Royal Rumble e« January 19, 1997

Tazz vs. Kurt Angle
Royal Rumble e« January 23, 2000

DISC 3:

Royal Rumble Match
Royal Rumble ¢ January 21, 2001

Royal Rumble Match
Royal Rumble e« January 28, 2007



WWE Championship Match
CM Punk vs. The Rock
Royal Rumble e« January 27, 2013

WWE Divas Championship Match
Charlotte vs. Becky Lynch
Royal Rumble ¢ January 24, 2016

BLU-RAY EXCLUSIVES:

Winner Gets #30; Loser Gets #1
Duke Droese vs. Hunter Hearst Helmsley
Royal Rumble — Free For All e« January 21, 1996

Winner is #1 Contender
15-Man Royal Rumble Match
SmackDown < January 29, 2004

Winner is #1 Contender
RAW Royal Rumble
RAW ¢ January 31, 2011

Booker T Interview with Shawn Michaels
Royal Rumble Kickoff e January 25, 2015

Having four Rumbles in full is a good idea but most of the
matches are nothing worth seeing. The TV Rumbles are
interesting as they feel a bit more rare but this is all
about the documentary and there’s nothing wrong with that.
Oh and a lot of Shawn because of course.

Cruiserweight Classic -


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/09/14/cruiserweight-classic-september-14-2016-grand-finale/

September 14, 2016: Grand
Finale

Cruiserweight Classic
Date: September 14, 2016
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida

Commentators: Daniel Bryan, Mauro Ranallo

It’s already the grand finale as we’re live tonight for two hours.
We have three tournament matches to go tonight and at least one
other as Johnny Gargano/Tommaso Ciampa vs. two cruiserweights to be
named tonight. There’s always the chance that they’ll add in another
match, as well as the potential of something involving the

Cruiserweight Title. Let’s get to it.

We open with a look back at the tournament, narrated by HHH.
Opening sequence.

The announcers talk about the show a bit.

Preview of the first semifinal match.

Video on all four semifinalists.

Semifinals: Gran Metalik vs. Zack Sabre Jr.

Mexico vs. England. Metalik dropkicks him at the bell to put Zack on
the floor for a flip dive. A springboard Swanton Bomb gets a VERY
close two but Sabre ties him in the ropes for some kicks and knees
to the back. Sabre starts in on the neck to slow things down and

puts Metalik'’s head between his legs to crank on a leg.

Back up and Zack fires off more uppercuts but gets caught in a weird
standing leglock until Sabre dives over to the ropes. Zack comes
back with a dragon sleeper with his leg pulling Metalik’s arm back
as he stays on the neck. They fight over a double arm crank until
Sabre just kicks him in the face. Metalik does the same and gets two
off a running shooting star press. Both guys get near falls off some
rollups until Metalik gets something like an octopus hold.
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Sabre reverses into a guillotine which is reversed into a Boston
crab which is reversed into a rollup for two on Sabre. A slugout
goes to Sabre so Metalik takes his head off with a clothesline for
two more. Sabre’s running PK gets another near fall but Metalik
kicks him in the face again. Something like an octopus hold has
Metalik in more trouble but it breaks down so Metalik can survive.
Sabre goes to the ropes but gets crotched and hurricanranaed down
for a very close two. Metalik gets caught in a triangle until he
flips over into a rollup for two more. Back up and a quick Metalik
Driver eliminates Sabre at 13:14.

Rating: B. The ending surprised me a bit as Metalik has been pretty
quiet throughout the whole tournament but is somehow in the finals.
He's very much your standard luchador and that'’s the kind of
wrestler who is always going to have a spot around here. Sabre might
not be coming to WWE but he’ll be a big star around the world with
the skills that he has.

William Regal comes out and gives Metalik a big medal for winning.

With the help of a translator, Metalik thanks the fans and says he’s
going to win the tournament.

Johnny Gargano and Tommaso Ciampa are out to prove something tonight
against Noam Dar and Cedric Alexander. All that matters to them is a
rematch with the Revival.

Semifinals: Kota Ibushi vs. TJ Perkins

Japan vs. Philipines. Feeling out process to start with Perkins
actually checking one of Ibushi’s kicks. The fans are mostly split
as Perkins works on an armbar but tries to pull Ibushi in for the
kneebar. Ibushi sprints over to the ropes so Perkins gets him on the
mat in a headscissors. A running kick to the chest drops Perkins and

a springboard missile dropkick makes it even worse.

Ibushi tries a running springboard moonsault but gets kicked to the
floor for a nasty looking crash. Back in and a double underhook
crank stays on Ibushi’s neck for a bit until a good looking dropkick

hits Perkins in the mouth. Now the springboard moonsault to the



floor works just fine and Ibushi follows up with a springboard
missile dropkick. A running powerslam sets up a middle rope
moonsault but Perkins gets the knees up.

The kneebar goes on and sends Ibushi over to the ropes for the save.
Ibushi is right back with a snap German suplex for two and it’s time
for the hard kicks to Perkins’' chest. TJ breaks up the middle rope
German deadlift suplex and counters the Golden Star Bomb into a DDT.
That’s only good for two (Mauro: “CONJOINED TWINS CLOSE!”) and it's
off to the kneebar in the middle of the ring.

Ibushi flips out of that too and the Golden Star Bomb plants TJ for
one of the hottest near falls I've seen in a long time. Perkins
rolls away from a Phoenix splash but gets caught in a wheelbarrow
slam driver. Yet another Golden Star Bomb attempt is countered into
the kneebar and Perkins even leans up to pull back on the neck for
the huge upset at 13:51.

Rating: A. I was losing my mind on those near falls and that just
does not happen to me very often. Perkins is someone that I never
saw much in but this match here more than won me over. He had a
logical game plan here and he stuck with it until the ending while
Ibushi was throwing everything he could. I had a blast with this
match and it never stopped being a blast.

Perkins says he’s won one and now he needs to win one more.

Sasha Banks, Bayley, Kalisto, Jack Gallagher and Rich Swann are in
the crowd.

Noam Dar/Cedric Alexander vs. Johnny Gargano/Tommaso Ciampa

Just an exhibition match. After some handshakes all around, it’s
Alexander throwing Ciampa around in a bit of a surprise to start.
It’s quickly off to Gargano for a knee to Dar’s jaw. They already
tag off again so Cedric flip dives over the top to take Ciampa out.
Everything breaks down and Gargano superkicks Dar before spearing
Alexander through the ropes for two. A wicked Michinoku Driver gets
two on Gargano and we settle down to Ciampa kneeing Dar in the face

until Cedric springboards in with a clothesline.



Everything breaks down again and a series of clotheslines and
superkicks puts all four down. Dar reverses a kick and grabs an
ankle lock on Johnny, only to have Ciampa go all psycho while
stomping to break up the hold. Dar dives onto Johnny and Alexander
hits a very hard brainbuster for what looked like three but the
referee says keep going. Gargano comes back in with his superkicks
to both gquys, setting up the running knee/superkick combo for the
pin on Dar at 9:42.

Rating: B. Totally wild match here to give us a little change of
pace from the tournament matches. These guys beat the heck out of
each other and there were some great near falls even though there
was little doubt that Gargano/Ciampa were going to win due to their
upcoming match with the Revival. Still though, this was a very
entertaining match and a good idea after the two great matches we

saw earlier.

Regal talks about helping to put the tournament together and trying
to find people who weren’t as well known but could handle the rigors

of this competition.

Corey Graves comes in to talk a bit as we fill in time before the

main event.
We recap the semifinals.
Quick look at the trophy.

Cruiserweight Classic Final: Gran Metalik vs. TJ Perkins

Mexico vs. Philipines. Wait a second though as HHH comes out to say
this is going to be for the new Cruiserweight Title. That'’s quite
the jump up though it was the only logical way to introduce the
title.

Cruiserweight Title: Gran Metalik vs. TJ Perkins

The title is vacant coming in of course. They trade some early
rollups before Perkins grabs a modified octopus hold. Metalik rolls
out and sends Perkins outside for a suicide dive with their heads
crashing together. Back in and we hit a surfboard with Metalik'’s

boot in TJ's back for extra pressure. Perkins gets over to the ropes



and tries a suplex, only to have Metalik get a running start and

hurricanrana Perkins off the apron for an awesome spot.

Metalik follows him out with a big springboard flip dive to keep
Perkins in trouble. The running shooting star misses though and
Perkins grabs the kneebar, sending Metalik over to the ropes again.
A dropkick to the knee looks to set up the Metalik Driver but
instead it’s a DDT for two on Perkins.

The reverse Backstabber sets up another kneebar and Perkins pulls
him back to the middle. He can’t get the leg crossed though and
Metalik counters into a rollup for a close two. The Metalik Driver
plants Perkins but the knee gives out again and it’s only good for
two more. Perkins takes too long going up top and gets caught in a
super Metalik Driver but that’s reversed into a full on kneebar to
make Metalik tap at 17:45.

Rating: A-. Just like before, Perkins won me over here. He really
has no business being in there with names like this and he’s more
than shown he belongs at the top of this division. I had a blast
watching him through and you can add him to the list of names that
TNA managed to screw up and let go over to WWE. Another great match
here to cap off a great night.

Perkins is presented with the trophy and title but he needs to see
someone about his chest, which is terribly, terribly bruised. He
talks about how this trophy is for everyone and he can’t believe
he’s here. Perkins celebrates to end the show.

Overall Rating: A+. You think this one needs an explanation? This
tournament was absolutely incredible and one of the best displays of
wrestling I've seen in a long time. For me, the whole thing works
for how simple they kept things. This started two months ago
yesterday and we’'re DONE. No three months of round robin before we
get to the actual tournament, no waiting around with people who had
no chance being teased and nothing that was ever boring.

This tournament flew by and was so much fun that I started looking
forward to watching it every week. I don’t think it’'s something that

would work all the time but it’s going to be a great addition to Raw



for a match or two a week and that’'s all it needs to be. Excellent

tournament and an outstanding finale.

Results

Gran Metalik b. Zack Sabre Jr. — Metalik Driver
TJ Perkins b. Kota Ibushi — Kneebar

Johnny Gargano/Tommaso Ciampa b. Noam Dar/Cedric Alexander — Running
knee/superkick combo to Dar

TJ Perkins b. Gran Metalik — Kneebar

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Cruiserweight Classic -
September 7, 2016: That’s
Not Fandango

Cruiserweight Classic
Date: September 7, 2016

Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Daniel Bryan, Maruo Ranallo

It’s the second half of the semifinals tonight with the other two
names getting set for next week’s live two hour finale. This show
somehow keeps getting better despite already being one of the most
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entertaining hours of wrestling every week. Tonight we get to see
Zack Sabre Jr. in action again and there’s nothing wrong with that.
Let’'s get to it.

Preview of tonight’s matches.
Opening sequence.

Zack Sabre Jr. isn’t worried about the billions of people he’s
performing in front of because there’s only one opponent in the ring

with him at a time.

Noam Dar is the youngest entrant in the tournament but he’s fought

around the world and knows how to adapt.

Quarterfinals: Zack Sabre Jr. vs. Noam Dar

England vs. Scotland. Sabre rides him on the mat to start and grabs
a rather rough looking headlock. A dropkick to the knee has Zack in
a bit of trouble as Mauro tells us about Dar being a bit jealous of
Zack's success and the publicity that comes with it. Dar goes after
the leg a bit too much and it’s Zack getting in a stomp to the arm
to take over. The standing armbar doesn’t work yet and it’s a

pinfall reversal sequence for some near falls.

Zack gets punched in the face so he grabs a half nelson suplex for
another near fall. Dar goes after the leg again but gets kicked in
the arm, only to have the Penalty Kick mess up Sabre’s leg even
worse. Dar gets two more off a running dropkick to the back and
there’s the kneebar to put Sabre in trouble. That’s reversed into a
cross armbreaker and a rollup for two on Dar.

They strike it out again until Dar gets caught in the armbreaker,
sending him straight to the ropes. Sabre shows off his lack of
common sense by trying a top rope knee drop, only to bang it up
again. Dar comes off the top with a double stomp to the leg and
there’s the kneebar. Sabre can’t reach the ropes so he rolls outside
to put both guys down in a crash. Zack has to dive back in at nine
but he seems to have injured his shoulder. A bunch of stomps to the
arm have Zack in trouble but he pulls Dar down and puts on the Rings

of Saturn with his legs, bending Dar’s arms so far back that I



cringe as Dar gives up at 15:48.

Rating: B+. Really good chess match here as they spent the whole
time working on the limbs until one of them had to give up. There'’s
a story in the end with Dar switching gears to go after the arm
instead of the already injured leg but Sabre stuck with his guns to
win with what he had set up all night. This was great stuff and
that’s all you can expect from Sabre. Dar more than held his own
though and that’s a positive sign for his future on Raw.

Dar can barely stand for the official decision so they hug from the
mat.

TJ Perkins knows he’s one of the best in the world because you have
to think that in this business.

Rich Swann says you’ll see the best of him when the pressure is on.

Quarterfinals: TJ Perkins vs. Rich Swann

Philippines vs. America. The fans sing Rich’s theme song in the
ultimate sign of respect. They trade near falls to start and it’'s an
early standoff. It’s off to the battle over the wristlock as we hear
about how Eddie Guerrero both influenced them. Perkins dances out of
a headscissors and does that bicep kissing thing (yes I know what
it’s called). Mauro talks about rap lyrics until Swann stops to
dance. Mauro: “It’s a dab duel at the Cruiserweight Classic.”

Rich sends him outside but tweaks his knee on a moonsault attempt.
Perkins isn’t about to let that go and dropkicks him down before

going with a belly to back suplex. There’s a chance he didn’'t see
the knee injury so this isn’t necessarily bad psychology. Perkins
starts in on the leg until Rich hits him in the face a few times.
Simple yet effective. A jumping DDT gets two on TJ but Rich’s leg

gives out on a hurricanrana attempt.

The second attempt works a bit better though as Perkins is put down,
setting up a kick to the head for two. Perkins grabs a quick kneebar
but Rich is right next to the ropes. A tiger driver out of nowhere
gets two on Perkins and Rich kicks him square in the head. Perkins

comes right back with a fireman’'s carry into a kick to the head



(think a GTS but with a kick instead of a knee), followed by the
kneebar to make Swann submit at 17:01.

Rating: B-. This got better once they cut out the dancing stuff and
got down to a serious match. Swann is really growing on me and I'm
very surprised that they went with Perkins here. That being said, I
can’t imagine they’ll go with him over Ibushi next week. Still
though, good match here and it got a lot better as they started
getting serious.

Perkins immediately checks on Swann and seems almost sad that he had

to beat him.
A video on next week'’s final three matches wrap us up.

Overall Rating: A-. Yeah what else were you expecting here? Of
course this was awesome as the Cruiserweight division has the
potential to be something great once they finally get to Raw, though
I have a bad feeling they’'re going to just have random matches
without the storylines to make everything work. Still though, really

good show here as the quality wrestling continues.
Results
Zack Sabre Jr. b. Noam Dar — Rings of Saturn

TJ Perkins b. Rich Swann — Kneebar

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Cruiserweight Classic -
August 31, 2016: They Have
It All

Cruiserweight Classic
Date: August 31, 2016
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida

Commentators: Daniel Bryan, Mauro Ranallo

The quarterfinals begin tonight with eight participants left as we
head towards the finale in two weeks. Therefore we’ll probably see
two matches tonight and two more next week which means longer
wrestling and more action. There'’s always the chance of some bonus
matches but this seems like a show that’s going to stick to the lone
concept. Let’s get to it.

We open with a look at the Great Eight.
Bryan and Mauro talk about the tournament so far.
Corey Graves previews tonight’s matches.

Gran Metalik thinks he’s the best around and wants to prove it in
WWE.

Akira Tozawa knows he’'s the best here and can’t wait to show it.

Quarterfinals: Gran Metalik vs. Akira Tozawa

Mexico vs. Japan. Bryan keeps raving over Tozawa's German suplex as
they hit the mat for some alternating leg holds. Tozawa doesn’t
offer a clean break as he kicks Metalik in the ribs, only to get
armdragged down. Metalik comes back with a dropkick against the

ropes as the fans stay into him.

We get the first of likely multiple suicide dives to put Tozawa
against the barricade before it’s off to something like a Figure
Four. Back up and Tozawa starts with the kicks, earning himself some
chants in the process. As you might expect, Tozawa hits his own

suicide dive because that’'s required viewing in a cruiserweight
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match.

Back in again and they chop it out until Tozawa gets bored and just
punches Metalik in the jaw. Well mask but you get the idea. Metalik
blasts him with a superkick and a standing shooting star (getting a
bit too common as well) gets two. The Metalik Driver is countered
into a Saito suplex for two more and Tozawa is stunned.

Tozawa charges into a superkick which just makes him scream more so
Metalik sends him outside for the springboard flip dive. Back in
again and Tozawa takes him up top for a superplex, only to get
reversed into a great looking hurricanrana. The fans would like them
to fight forever and Tozawa hits his German suplex for two. Metalik
fights out of another German suplex and hits the Metalik Driver for
the pin at 15:48.

Rating: B+. If there’s one thing I love about this tournament (and
there are several) it’s how many different match styles they can
have. You can have people flying all over the place or working on
the mat as fast as anyone in the world or you can have a match like
this with two guys both working their own styles but making them
mesh together so well that it gives us an entertaining match.

They shake hands post match.
Bryan says he won’t be impartial in the next match.
Brian Kendrick knows this might be his last shot.

Kota Ibushi is one of the best in the world and wants to win because
he loves wrestling.

Quarterfinals: Brian Kendrick vs. Japan

USA vs. Japan. Kendrick invites him to the floor which isn’t a
common strategy in this tournament. Ibushi doesn’t bite but he does
kick Kendrick in the head and hits a big dive to take over. Kota
misses a kick though and gets his foot caught in the barricade so
Kendrick dives in to try for a countout. They’re doing a good job
here of having Kendrick win any way he can against the younger and
more talented Ibushi.

More kicks have Kendrick in trouble so he grabs a neckbreaker across



the turnbuckle rod for a unique counter. Brian grabs a cravate to
stay on the bad (and surgically repaired) neck, only to eat a
dropkick to put both guys down. A middle rope moonsault gets two for
Ibushi but Kendrick superkicks his head off to get them back to
even. Sliced Bread #2 gets another near fall for Kendrick so Ibushi
gives him a release German superplex from just off the corner to
knock Brian silly.

Kendrick tries the Bully Choke but Ibushi turns to the side to make
it a regular chinlock. A Burning Hammer of all things makes Ibushi’s
neck even worse, though not enough to put him away. Ibushi misses a
middle rope Phoenix splash and another Bully Choke has Ibushi in
trouble. He breaks the hold with a rollup though and the Golden Star
Bomb finally ends Brian’s run at 13:57.

Rating: B. I thought the first match was more entertaining but this
one told a better story. This was all about Kendrick throwing
everything he had at Ibushi but not being able to put him away and
eventually falling to the better man. The neck injury was a good
bonus to the story and gave Brian enough of an opening to make this
interesting. The storytelling was carrying this and it was very
entertaining as a result. Good stuff here and Kendrick continues to

surprise me in this thing.
Daniel cries as he talks about Brian’s run being over.

After the preview for next week’s show, Daniel comes to the ring to
hug Kendrick to end the show.

Overall Rating: A-. As is so often the case, I'm not sure what else
you could want from this show every week. The wrestling, the
storytelling and the action are all there, along with some emotion
this week from Brian and Bryan. The final could wind up being a
match of the year candidate in case we haven’t had enough greatness
in the preliminaries. If you’re not watching this show, I don’t know
what else you’'re waiting for as it’s one of the best things every
single week.

Results



Gran Metalik b. Akira Tozawa — Metalik Driver

Kota Ibushi b. Brian Kendrick — Gold Star Bomb

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Mr. Fuji Passes Away At 82

http://www.wwe.com/article/mr-fuji-passes-away

I know Fuji is best remembered as the other manager when
you have people like Jimmy Hart and Bobby Heenan around in
the 80s, but a lot of people forget a few things about him,
including the following:

1. Shawn Michaels loves Mr. Fuji

2. He still holds the record for most days as a WWF Tag
Team Champion, 932 over five reigns. Billy Gunn is second
with 916 and then it’'s Ax and Smash at over 100 days less.

3. And then this. If you’ve never seen it, I give you the
80s.
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