El Generico Reportedly Signs
With WWE

http://www.41lmania.com/wrestling/news/269182/UPDATED: -El-Gene
rico-Reportedly-Signs-With-WWE.htm

I'm not a big fan of the guy but apparently he’'s got a decent
following online. This is more of the international push that
WWE is on which isn’t a bad idea at all. I see no issue with
this signing.

Thoughts?

Rank These Competitors

I'm watching the 2005 Rumble and there’s a stretch in the
early part with an amazing group of talent coming in one after
another. My task for you all: rank the talent in the ring at
the moment. The guys in the match currently are: Guerrero,
Benoit, Mysterio, Benjamin, Edge, Booker T and Chris Jericho.
I'm looking for what order you think they have in overall
talent, not prestige or accomplishments. My order: 1. Chris
Jericho

2. Chris Benoit
3. Edge

4. Shelton Benjamin
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5. Rey Mysterio
6. Eddie Guerrero

7. Booker T

At the end of the day, there isn’t a wrong answer to this
question.

Give me lists. NOW!

John Cena To Be On Cover Of
Fruity Pebbles, Replacing
Fred Flintstone

http://www.411lmania.com/wrestling/news/268788/John-Cena-To-Rep
lace-Fred-Flintstone-0On-Fruity-Pebbles-Boxes.htm

It'’s not permanent, but that’s a pretty big freaking deal
when you think about it. Also not a bad payoff for what
seemed to be a throwaway joke from Rock.
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On This Day: January 3, 1987
— Saturday Night’s Main Event
#9: The End Of The Feud
Before The Huge Feud

Saturday Night’'s Main Event 9
Date: January 3, 1987

Location; Hartford Civic Center, Hartford, Connecticut
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jesse Ventura

Well we’'re around the time of Mania 3 but first Hogan has a
big feud to end. This time it’s Paul Orndorff who he’'s feuded
with forever and it’s in a cage. Other than that there isn’t
much at all, but that’s a semi-famous match if nothing else so
it more than makes up for it. Two more after this as I try to
finish this series off today. This is really just filler until
we get to Mania so don’t expect much. Let’s get to it.

Orndorff says Hulkamania dies tonight. That needs to be
copyrighted as whoever owned it would make a fortune.

Hogan says he’ll win from inside a cage.
Adonis says Piper will pay tonight.

Steele has a surprise for Savage.

Race says JYD will bow to him.

JYD says he’ll bow to no one.

All other theme songs bow to this one though.

Vince says welcome to the insurance capital of the world. Are
you kidding me?

Orndorff, with his right arm clearly being smaller already,
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refuses to be interviewed. He was making $20,000 a night at
times so how can you turn that down?

WWF World Title: Paul Orndorff vs. Hulk Hogan

This is the first cage match on network TV apparently. Well
that’s kind of cool. Paul has stolen Hogan’s music at this
point which is such a great heel tactic and someone needs to
steal it today. Hogan says it’'s time for a new start but the
cage 1is a dead end for Orndorff. His eyes are bugging out of
his head so he’s liked coked half to death.

Today this would be the main event of a major PPV like the
Rumble with ease, if not Mania. In other words, this was HUGE.
Orndorff jumps him early and we’'re off to the races. Jess says
the winner is the new champion. Does that mean the title is
vacant? There are two officials here so keep that in mind as
it’ll come into play later. Orndorff gets over the top but
Hogan grabs him by the hair, allowing Jesse to get my favorite
of his 1lines ever: Hogan would not be champion if Mr.
Wonderful was bald. The delivery of it 1s just great.

Jesse is oddly hypocritical here by saying anything goes in a
cage but then complaining about Hogan choking with a bandana.
Vince keeps calling Hogan Champion Hogan. He’'s done it at
least 5 times in as many minutes. Danny Davis, the future evil
referee, has the door locked for Hogan but unlocked for
Orndorff. In a rather stupid moment, Hogan blocks a shot into
the cage and rams Orndorff in, but Hogan winds up going in as
well. Weird.

We get to the famous finish as both guys climb up on opposite
sides and hit the floor at the seemingly same time where Davis
names Orndorff as referee but Marella (Gorilla Monsoon’s son
in some not that well known trivia) says it was Hogan. Jesse
and Vince got at it over this. Fink says it’'s a tie so we’'re
going to continue!

One key thing here is Orndorff is taking it to Hogan. He’s not



a bit afraid of Hogan at all and isn’t your traditional
challenger as he’s smaller than Hogan. One thing I’'ve always
wondered: why doesn’t Orndorff throw Hogan in and then just
step back out and win the title? Davis is taken away thanks to
Hogan hitting him earlier. Hogan Hulks Up and beats the living
heck out of Wonderful, just completely destroying him for a
long time before a leg drop (set up by a backbreaker of all
things) lets him get out. He beats up Heenan for fun
afterwards as a total jerk since Heenan wasn’t even facing
him.

Rating: B. You need the context of this match to get why it’s
so good. This was the final blowoff to this feud that went on
for at least half a year. It was the undisputed top feud in
the company and drew a TON of money. Also keep in mind that
this was the first televised cage match ever on national TV.
It was a PPV-level main event on free TV so how could it not
be huge? However, it was only the appetizer as soon after
this, Hogan would get a trophy for being world champion for
three years. Andre would get a smaller one for being
undefeated for fifteen years. The Frenchman wasn’t happy with
it.

Replays show Hogan won the tie by about a tenth of a second.
Jesse talks about their legs being straight or bent which
makes no sense but whatever.

Savage is listed as the Intercontinental Champion of the
World. Savage tells Liz to shut up and threatens to slap her.
He was LIVID here.

Intercontinental Title: George Steele vs. Randy Savage

Vince wanted Liz like no other. To be fair she does look great
here. George again says he has a surprise and comes out with
an action figure of himself. He gives it to Liz but Savage
takes it and throws it down. Soon thereafter he’s flying
through the air as Steele throws him all over the place.



Savage comes back and sets for the elbow but some music hits
and the roof gets blown off. RICKY FREAKING STEAMBOAT makes
his return and stares down Savage. Macho loses his mind and no
one can get Steamboat back. Steele gets the advantage as they
finally get Ricky back to the locker room.

Steele kidnaps Liz and carries her away before he finally
comes back. A buckle gets ripped open which was always a weird
thing. Vince: “He's only salivating on him.” It was a
different time I guess. Steele bites his arm a bunch of times
for some reason as Jesse asks why isn’t he being better fed.
Savage gets hit by a foreign object but clocks Steele with the
bell to retain. A post match beatdown is attempted but
Steamboat comes down for the save.

Rating: D+. Match was a glorified comedy match but most of the
encounters for these two were. The main thing here obviously
is that it set up Savage vs. Steamboat in the legendary
showdown at Mania III. Back in the day they built up shows
from a far longer away time which made them feel more epic.
That and Mania was the only PPV of the year so it really was
the huge show to build up to.

Harley Race and Heenan talk about how everyone will bow. They
even make Gene bow in a strange moment.

JYD says he won’t bow. I could go for some Breaking Benjamin
now.

Junkyard Dog vs. Harley Race

JYD jumps him early but the evil referee is in there again.
Belly to belly hits but Race drops a headbutt and hurts
himself to let JYD take over. Race could bump like few others.
It was just like an acrobat or something. Dog puts the crown
and robe on so Heenan jumps him for the DQ. Heenan and Race
beat him down afterwards and make him bow which doesn’t work
at all.



Rating: D+. Nothing special here at all but since JYD is in
there what did you really expect? This was again just a setup
for Mania where they had a somewhat better match. I wasn’t
wild on this one at all but I never liked the feud as a whole.

Heenan tells Paul he's the world champion and he’ll get the
tape to prove it. We see the video again and it’s still the
same.

Adrian Adonis is back after Piper beat him up.
Piper says he has heart.

Roddy Piper vs. Adrian Adonis

Adonis is the Rico of this era so Piper of course can’t stand
him. He gets hooked in the ropes and is having the tar beaten
out of him. This is another really short match as Piper beats
him up for a good while and they fight to the floor. Adonis
blasts him with his perfume in the eyes and Piper gets counted
out. The idea wasn’t to have a good match but to set up the
real match at Mania again.

Rating: N/A. Nothing of note here as like I said this was just
a setup for Piper’s retirement match at Mania which was a much
more entertaining match which likely is because of it getting
more than 3 minutes.

Hogan, in a swank Hulk jacket, says he isn’t worried about
Heenan'’s plan. His voice sounds awful here.

Blackjack Mulligan vs. Jimmy Jack Funk

Mulligan is the father of Barry Windham, father in law of IRS
and grandfather of Husky Harris. This is the battle of Texas
or something like that. Funk is in some Lone Ranger style mask
and we have a female referee. There’'s an inset interview with
Mulligan where he blasts Funk and makes some stupid jokes. For
you lucha libre fans, Funk is the older brother of Art Barr. A
jumping back elbow wins for Mulligan.



Rating: N/A. Neither of these guys ever meant anything.

Overall Rating: C-. This wasn’t about the wrestling other than
the opener but it set the table for Mania in a big way as
Adonis vs. Piper and Savage vs. Steamboat are now set. The
opener is a famous match and worth seeing for the sake of
history if nothing else. The rest of the show 1is weak
wrestling-wise, but it was about storyline building and on
that front it wins. Good enough show though and nothing
horrible.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

WWE Never Ceases To Amaze Me

Exclusive: Backstage WWE Concerns 0On The Rock’s Involvement
at The Royal Rumble

Gee, who would have predicted THAT?

On This Day: January 1, 1984
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— WWF St. Louis: He’s Here

Welcome to a new series called On This Day. In kind of a
challenge to myself, I'm going to post a review of a show that
happened On This Day at some point in history every day for
the entire year. I’'ll try to keep the Nitros and Raws to a
minimum but I can guarantee they’ll pop up. I'll also try to
have something with some historical significance in each show,
but sometimes stuff can be difficult to find. Also note that
these shows may have been taped earlier, but for the sake of
this we’ll be going by the air date (although I might change
that later if I get desperate). Let’s get to it.

WWF St. Louis

Date: January 1, 1984

Location: The Chase, St. Louis, Missouri
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Gene Okerlund

Now as some of you may know, WWF would have a lot more house
shows back in the day. What they would do is film these shows
in their major cities and have commentary for them, then air
them on local television. They did this in New York and MSG
for years. They would also split these up and air them on
syndicated shows. This is one from St. Louis. This is about
three weeks before Hogan won the world title so it’s an era we

don’t really see. Let’s get to it. =

The Chase is a legendary wrestling venue in St. Louis but 1is
actually a hotel. The NWA ran shows there for years and WWF
came in at the very end to do a few months worth of shows.

Vince and Gene run down the card.

Dennis Stamp/Jerry Valiant vs. Rocky Johnson/Tony Atlas

Johnson/Atlas are tag champions but this is non-title. Stamp
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vs. Rocky starts us off. Rocky is called The Rock and it’'s off
to Atlas. Atlas hits some bad dropkicks and we’re in squash
city here. Off to Valiant who is more of a brawler. Not that
it does him any good as he gets knocked backwards quickly by
right hands. A flying headscissors by Johnson takes Valiant
down and it’s back to Tony.

Off to a test of strength because Valiant is stupid enough to
try that with him. Now Atlas uses a headscissors. Symmetry
people! Valiant takes him down into a chinlock as this match
is getting more time than I expected it to. Back to Johnson
who gets double teamed in the corner as well. And never mind
as Atlas comes in, gorilla presses Stamp and splashes him for
the pin.

Rating: C-. Just a long squash here but that’s what a lot of
TV back then was supposed to be. Johnson and Atlas are a team
that the more I see of them the more I like of them. Atlas
especially as he’'d be a great guy to have around today with
his look and power. Decent match here and a good way to
showcase the champs.

Ken Jugan vs. David Schultz

Schultz is most famous for attacking a journalist who asked if
wrestling was fake. He’'s known as Dr. D. Schultz grabs a
headlock to begin and rides him on the mat. Jugan hasn’t
gotten in a single shot yet. Schultz pulls him up after an
elbow drop and keeps beating on him. Out to the floor as the
beating continues. A backbreaker gets two. This is getting
boring now as it’s been going on way too long. Back to the
floor again as there’s nothing to talk about in this. Schultz
hits various offense and Jugan gets nothing in at all. Jugan
gets 1in some very weak punches and then gets tombstoned
(called a southern piledriver) for the pin.

Rating: D-. Like I said, there’s only so much you can get out
of a guy getting destroyed for this long. One thing that'’s



kind of different: the announcer reads the time and even says
what the finishing move was. Ok he didn’t here but he did in
the first place. This ran over seven minutes so you can see
how it gets a bit uninteresting.

Bill Dixon vs. Hulk Hogan

Oh my goodness! Now THIS is an historic moment. This right
here is Hulk Hogan’s first match back in the WWF after being
gone for about four years and becoming a superstar in Rocky
III. He comes out to Eye of the Tiger and is way over. Hulk
would jump into the world title scene in about two weeks,
winning the title in about three weeks and holding if for four
years.

Actually, this is being reviewed on the anniversary of his
title win so that’s appropriate. Hogan takes him to the mat
with a Fujiwara Armbar ala Del Rio. Dixon hammers away but
Hulk comes back with a big boot, slam and the big leg (I'm
assuming making its WWF debut) ends this. Total squash but the
crowd reaction tells you everything you need to know here.
This is history people.

The local network president welcomes WWF to St. Louis. It
lasted about two months.

Hulk says he loves St. Louis and that he’s focused on an
upcoming battle royal. He wants a world title shot. Bear in
mind he’s 1-0 (by his own admission) and he’s just declared
himself #1 contender.

Murdoch and Adonis say they want the tag titles. They would
get them in about 4 months.

Johnson and Atlas come in and say St. Louis is their home away
from home.

Big John Studd says he’s awesome. He has a new manager named
Magaw Maginaw. No idea who that is but he looks like Luscious



Johnny V.

Jimmy Jackson vs. Big John Studd

In the words of Rocky III, “my prediction? PAIN.” Jackson
tries to slam him and that goes nowhere. Studd offers him a
top wristlock which goes just as well. Over the shoulder
backbreaker ends this quick. Another squash.

Bill Berger vs. Ivan Putski

Putski is a Polish dude that is short but incredibly muscular.
See, he’s really strong. That'’s about it. And he’s Polish.
This 1is just Putski using his strength to break almost
everything and throw Berger around. Eventually the Polish
Hammer (double axe to the chest) ends this.

Rating: D-. No idea what there is to say here. Putski is a
pretty boring guy and this was no exception. His shoulders are
huge but he has little chicken legs. Nothing really to see
here and these squashes are certainly a generational thing.
You couldn’t get away with this if your life depended on it.

Terry Daniels/Kevin Collins vs. Adrian Adonis/Dick Murdoch

This is probably the main event. Adonis vs. Daniels gets us
going. Really I don’'t know what to say here. After like 6
squashes there’s only so much you can say. Daniels 1is sent to
the floor and thoroughly pummeled. Back in and he gets beaten
up even more. Collins comes in and gets beaten up as this 1is
really boring. Adonis puts Collins to sleep to end this.

Rating: D. See any other match already tonight to get the idea
here.

Overall Rating: D+. This is a hard one to grade. There were
certainly a lot of big names on here and for a TV show that
aired locally, there isn’t really a lot to complain about. For
the masses, this wouldn’t have been much. Most of 1984 was
pretty generic stuff, but once 85 got here things took off



like a rocket. Not much here, but you have to keep some
specifics in mind.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Thought of the Day: From the
1999 Rumble

I'm suffering through this one at the moment and something
sticks out. Vince put a bounty on Austin’s head in this match,
promising $100,000 to anyone who eliminated him. My question:
why don’t we see that more often? That's a really solid idea
to set up a feud in the future between two guys or to advance
another one they have going at the moment. The only other
instance I can think of since then is HHH promising money to
anyone who took out Goldberg. Why it’'s never been done again
in the Rumble is beyond me.

Thought of the Day: Possibly
The Most Brilliant Storyline
WWF Ever Produced

This match and angle popped into my head today and it still
amazes me how perfect it was. Back in 1987, Randy Savage lost
the Intercontinental Title to Ricky Steamboat in arguably the
greatest match of all time. Well in 1987, Steamboat wanted to
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take some time off, so Vince had to take the title off him.
On Superstars one day, comedy wrestler the Honky Tonk Man
shocked the world by beating Steamboat for the title
(Interesting note: this was a surprise if nothing else because
of how fast Steamboat lost the belt. 1In the 8+ years that the
title had been around at that point, the shortest reign was
over five months and three reigns had been over a year. That
title did not change hands that often. The next reign shorter
than Steamboat’s wasn’t until 1992).

Now this is where things get interesting. In essence, this
would be like Heath Slater winning the title today. The fans
instantly believed that the first person with talent that
faced Honky would win the belt back. That didn’t happen, so
everyone knew it would be the next guy. Well Honky survived
that too, so the third guy HAD to be the one to get the belt
off of him. Every time, the less talented Honky Tonk would
get himself disqualified or counted out and sneak away with
the title. This infuriated the fans who wanted ANYBODY to
pound Honky’'s face in and give him the punishment that he
deserved for cheating so much.

This is where Vince had the fans and he knew it. The idea was
simple: Honky had to lose eventually, so let’s see how long we
can drag this out for. This went on for well over a year,
with Honky surviving against every midcard star in the
company, ranging from Jim Duggan to Brutus Beefcake to Ricky
Steamboat to Randy Savage to Jake Roberts to Tito Santana.
Everyone knew he had to lose someday, and people would put
their money on the table to see him finally do it. It was a
money making machine, but it had to end somewhere.

This brings us to the first ever Summerslam and the



Intercontinental Title match. Brutus Beefcake had been named
as challenger, but due to an attack by Ron Bass, he had to
drop out. This left no challenger for Honky, so he said
something very stupid: “Get me somebody out here to wrestle.
I don’t care who it is.” A few seconds pass, and Ultimate
Warrior's music hits. The roof gets blown off, because
everyone knew what was about to happen. At this point,
Warrior had done nothing but squash jobbers and beat up
Hercules for a year and a half. This would be like if over
the summer, Cesaro issued an open challenge and we heard FEED
ME MORE.

From the time that Warrior’s music hit to the time that the
final bell ring, 54 seconds passed. Warrior punched him
twice, hit a shoulder block, a clothesline and a splash to win
the title. It still remains one of the loudest pops I have
ever heard. The brilliance here continues to astonish me.
Ultimate Warrior may be a lot of things, but clever is not on
that list. He comes out of nowhere and wins the title that no
one else could pry out of Honky'’s hands through nothing but
sheer power and intensity. Honky didn’t have the chance to
use any of his old tricks and the fans got exactly what they
wanted.

It was absolute brilliance and still is one of the best angles
from beginning to end in WWF history.



Tribute to the Troops 2012: A
Special That Doesn’t Feel
Special At All. The Muppets
Are Awesome Though

Tribute to the Troops 2012
Date: December 19, 2012

Location: Norfolk Scope, Norfolk, Virginia
Commentators: John Bradshaw Layfield, Michael Cole

This is the tenth anniversary of the biggest publicity stunt WWE does
every year. The wrestling tonight is going to be light and the ratings
are going to be a lot more lax with this show. The main idea here is to
have the troops feel good and there’s really nothing else to it other
than that. Let’s get to it.

The standard video from the President and opening video of “it means more

to us” start things off.

Sheamus/Randy Orton vs. Dolph Ziggler/Big Show

The governor of Virginia is here. They're playing this up as live or at
least recent, as they mention Orton’s separated shoulder from the
Smackdown that aired 12 days ago. Actually the injury seemed to occur in
this match so who knows what’s going on. Orton and Ziggler start things
off with Barrett pounding away. The commentary is talking about the stuff
that happened in the last two nights, so either it was recorded later or
they had some BIG spoilers given to Cole and JBL. Show and Ziggler are
knocked to the floor and walk away for the countout at 2:20. Well that
was pointless.

Oh never mind here’s Booker to say continue the match after a break. Back
with Orton pounding on Dolph. Sheamus comes in and gets dropkicked down,
but Show drops to the floor to tie his boot rather than face Sheamus.

There are the ten forearms to Dolph’s chest and it’s back to Randy to
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pound away in the corner. He charges into a boot though and Ziggler takes
over. A dropkick gets two for Ziggler and it’'s off to Show for some
pounding. Cole talks about cannonballs and muskets for some reason. Show

misses a chop in the corner but Orton’s arm goes out. There’s the injury.

The referee immediately starts checking on him and we cut to the crowd,
presumably to not see the X sign. A tag brings in Sheamus as Orton is
looked at on the floor. You can see Cole with his head on his hand so I'm
guessing he and JBL are just sitting there, meaning the commentary was
done later. Sheamus cleans house but goes up top and jumps into a
chokeslam. That’'s reversed into White Noise for two as Ziggler makes the
save, so Orton gives him a very weak looking RKO. Show gets one as well
and it’s a Brogue Kick for the pin at 12:54 all together, counting the
time Booker took to restart the match.

Rating: C-. I know these shows are for the live fans, but for the
seventeen people that watch Smackdown every week, these pairings are so
old it’s not even funny anymore. This is where mixing the main event and
midcard would work wonders. Do that on Smackdown a bit and then matches
like these aren’t as bad. The match wasn’t bad but the injury slowed
things down a lot and you can’t hold that against them.

Fergie says hi.

The US Gymnastics Team (there are four here and the team is the Fierce
Five) read off a teleprompter about how much they love the troops. Maybe
the fifth was fixing the screen.

Gonzo talks to Pepe and Rizzo but the latter two are busy staring at
Layla. Eh the Muppets can make anything better.

Flo Rida performs. I see what else is on.
Cena says everything you would expect him to say.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Ryback

Del Rio says we'’'re here for the troops, but today is also Ricardo’s
birthday. He asks for a chorus of Happy Birthday, but Del Rio sings in
Spanish because he’s a heel here...I think? Del Rio is slammed down to



start but a Ricardo distraction lets Alberto get in some kicks to the
leg. A powerslam puts Del Rio down but Ricardo jumps on Ryback’s back for
the DQ at 1:30.

Ricardo takes a Shell Shock, as does Del Rio a few seconds later.
Kid Rock performs.

Josh tries to interview Kermit before he’s on MizTV. Statler and Waldorf

have some insults of course.
Some soldiers TOUT IT OUT!

Time for MizTV with the Muppets. Miz doesn’t want to talk about Kermit’s
new single, but rather he wants to expose him. Miz wants to know the
REAL story about what'’s going on with Kermit and Piggy. To be fair,
that’s a REALLY good question. Kermit: “For me, it’s still don’t ask
don’t tell.” Ok point for a funny line. Kermit says he thought Miz was a

good guy, but Miz insists he’s just awesome instead of a good guy.

The second guess is Miss Piggy. Miz wants to know what the deal is with
these two, so Kermit says they’'re just a frog and a pig who care about
each other. This turns into a REALLY battle, so Miz says let’s have them
get married RIGHT HERE. Damien Sandow interrupts. Kermit: “HALLELUJAH!”
Piggy: “WHAT?” Kermit: “Uh I mean...How dare he???”

Sandow makes fun of Miz and says that 78% of the fans have taken the
pictures of the Muppets out of their wallets and replaced them with
pictures of Sandow. He says that Miz and Piggy are both overrated hams,
causing Piggy to go into karate mode. Miz decks Sandow for her.

Damien Sandow vs. The Miz

This is joined in progress after the break with the Muppets watching from
the stage. Miz pounds away in the corner and we head to the outside. All
Miz so far as he high fives some fans. Back in and Damien pounds away
before we hit the chinlock. Kermit of course is having his nightly crisis
on the stage until Miz comes back with a flapjack. The Reality Check is
broken up and Sandow hits a kind of running Blockbuster for two, but Miz

counters the pin into a rollup for the pin at 3:30.



Rating: D+. Nothing to see here but Kermit freaking out is always funny.
I'm a die hard Muppets fan and they’ve been by far and away the highlight
of the show so far. Just fun all around here, albeit with a boring match
for the most part. At the end of the day though, if you want Miz to get
over, having him defend the Muppets isn’t the worst idea in the world.

Piggy kisses Miz post match and he likes it.

The Miami Heat love the troops.

Katie Couric loves the troops.

Flo-Rida performs Wild Ones.

We look back at Tribute to the Troops over the years.

HELL NO is in the back and they need a third man to face 3MB. Bryan has
picked Little Jimmy, and Kane likes the idea. Truth comes up and says
that Little Jimmy’s cousin Ugly Frida is getting married and Little Jimmy
has to be there, so it’s Truth teaming up with them tonight. After the
match is over, they can go to the club or karaoke or kill some spiders.

Kane blames Bryan for this. Bryan: “IT’S NOT MY FAULT! NO! NO! NO!" A
voice from off screen says yes, and it’'s Animal from the Muppets. They
shout at each other until Animal calls him Goatface. Bryan turns around

and runs into....a talking goat. “Cousin Daniel?” Too funny.

HELL NO/R-Truth vs. 3MB

We cut to a shot of the crowd during HELL NO'’'s entrance, apparently
because Kane tripped and nearly fell off the stage during his entrance.
McIntyre and Truth start things off with nothing going on. Bryan comes in
and fires off some kicks in the corner, but HE HAS TIL FIVE. Mahal puts
on a chinlock for no significant length of time before it’s off to Kane.
He cleans house and pounds on Slater, hitting the side slam and top rope
clothesline. Everything breaks down and Jinder and Heath break up a
double chokeslam. Truth makes a blind tag and there’s the chokeslam to
Mahal. Little Jimmy pins Slater at 3:27.

Rating: D+. Nothing to see here but it wasn’t supposed to be anything



major. HELL NO needs some opponents in a hurry, as the division is
already falling back into obscurity like it always has been. 3MB needs
more character development as they can only be clueless schmucks for so
long.

Kid Rock performs Born Free.

Cesaro makes fun of the USA and says Switzerland is better. He gets Cena
tonight.

Sam the Eagle salutes Cena.
Some guy from Twilight and Sharon Stone love the troops.

John Cena vs. Antonio Cesaro

Cesaro doesn’t even get an entrance. That should tell you where we're
going here. The Muppets introduce Cena, which is completely awesome. Cena
pounds him down to start but Cesaro throws him into the corner to take
over. They head to the floor with Cena being rammed into the steps. Back
in and the gutwrench suplex gets two and here’s the comeback. Cena shrugs
off everything Cesaro did, hits the Five Moves of Doom and wins with the
AA at 5:23.

Rating: C. If you don’'t get why this match happened the way it does, go
watch a test pattern. That’s more on your intelligence level.

The locker room empties out and Cena gives a speech about how awesome
AMERICA is to end the show. Oh wait there’s one more thing: some more
wrestlers come out dressed as reindeer pulling Santa in a sleigh. I don’t
recognize Santa this yeah but the idea is there. Cena throws gifts to the
fans and the wrestler walks around high fiving people to really end the
show. A closeup of Santa shows that it might (emphasis on that word) have
been Johnny Ace.

Overall Rating: C-. This didn’'t work for me. I get that it’s supposed to
be a special, but that’s where it falls short: nothing about this felt
special. It felt like a dull Smackdown with a few musical performances
thrown in to fill in some time. The being in America part is

understandable, but it really takes away a lot of the fun from these



shows. It’s not bad, but after this many hours of WWE in the previous
three days, it was REALLY hard to get into this show. Not terrible, but
this should have been the Christmas Eve Raw. No one is going to watch
that anyway, so why waste major stories on it? The Muppets were awesome
though.

Results

Randy Orton/Sheamus b. Dolph Ziggler/Big Show — Brogue Kick to Big Show
Ryback b. Alberto Del Rio via DQ when Ricardo Rodriguez interfered

The Miz b. Damien Sandow — Rollup

HELL NO/R-Truth b. 3MB — Little Jimmy to Slater

John Cena b. Antonio Cesaro — Attitude Adjustment

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Thought of the Day the
Sequel: Cena’s (Kayfabe)
Priorities

Anyone that follows my stuff knows I'm relatively neutral on
Cena. I respect his work and think he’s one of the greatest
superstars ever, However lately his character has had some
continuity issues. Note that this is all in kayfabe of
course. 1. Over the summer, Cena says that Big Show winning
the title would be disastrous. Well Big Show won the
Smackdown Title two months ago and Cena doesn’'t seem to be
running through the streets saying the sky is falling.
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2. Last night Cena says how much he respects Flair, but he’s
perfectly fine with Shield beating him up. However, when
Ziggler, a guy that beat him clean the night before (no rules
means interference is clean) tries to legally cash in a MITB
case, Cena runs to the rescue. Was he in a rousing game of
pinball earlier?



