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This is one of those stories that is going to need a lot of
time to see the fallout, but this is interesting in a few
ways.

First and foremost, it’s not Saudi Arabia, so that’s a plus.

Second, the sale process is over, and there is no longer
hanging over our heads.

Third, Vince McMahon is still the Executive Chairman Of The
Board, though creative is still to be determined.

 

I have no idea where this is leading, but if WWE is allowed to
operate mainly as it has been, things should be fine.  That
being said, a lot of cuts are likely coming as Endeavor will
be trying to get its costs down.  Either way, we’re in a brand
new world and that could be fascinating.

ECW  On  Sci  Fi  –  April  8,
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2008: The Saving Grace
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: April 8, 2008
Location: TD Banknorth Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

We are still starting the new reality around here, with Kane
as the ECW Champion and CM Punk as the star who is way too big
for  this  show.  Other  than  that,  we  have  the  continuing
adventures of Colin Delaney, who is still trying to get a
contract. That hasn’t been going well for him and odds are it
doesn’t get better this week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Miz vs. CM Punk

John Morrison is on commentary. Punk grabs a headlock to start
and runs him over with a shoulder to start. Back up and Miz
hits his own shoulder, only to have his leg tied up for some
hard cranking. Punk gets sent outside though and Miz drives
him  back  first  into  the  apron.  Morrison  gets  caught
interfering  and  gets  ejected  as  Miz  grabs  a  chinlock.

We take a break and come back with Miz snapping Punk’s throat
across the middle rope for two. Punk gets out of the double
arm  crank  without  much  trouble  but  Miz  pulls  him  into  a
reverse chinlock. Back up and it’s a double clothesline for
the double knockdown, followed by Punk making the comeback.
The powerslam gives Punk two and it’s the running knee in the
corner into the GTS for the pin on Miz.

Rating: C. Punk continues to feel like the biggest star in ECW
but Miz has improved by leaps and bounds. He still isn’t
exactly polished but he can wrestle a completely watchable
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match. You can see the effort that he has put in and it is
starting to pay off. Just find some actual challenges to go
after he and Morrison and you might be on to something.

Colin Delaney and Tommy Dreamer come up to Armando Estrada to
ask about Delaney getting a contract. Estrada says sure….if
Delaney can beat Dreamer tonight. Oh and if Dreamer goes easy
on him in any way or loses, he’s fired. Neither seems pleased.

Here  is  Armando  Estrada  in  the  ring  for  the  Kane/Chavo
Guerrero  contract  signing  at  Backlash.  Guerrero,  with  the
Edgeheads, comes out first, with Kane following. Kane goes to
sign first, but Chavo says that means signing away the title.
That makes Kane laugh as he signs, but Chavo says he’ll have
someone watching his back at Backlash. Cue a bald man in a
suit to start the brawl, including a belt shot to Kane. The
beatdown is on and Chavo frog splashes Kane through the table.
Now Chavo signs.

Elijah Burke vs. Nunzio

Burke works on the arm to start and sends him face first into
the apron to keep Nunzio rocked. A hard shot to the face sets
up the running crotch attack to the back of Nunzio’s head.
There’s a middle rope forearm into a release German suplex
before an STO finishes Nunzio off. Total squash.

Kofi Kingston vs. Domino

No Deuce or Cherry here. Before the match, Kofi talks about
having  a  good  time  in  the  ring  and  bringing  the  good
vibrations. Domino even wrestles without his shirt to really
make things different. Kofi slides between the legs and takes
him down, setting up the armdrag into the armbar. It works so
well that Kofi does it again before sending him into the
corner. Domino manages a faceplant out of the corner (kind of
a reverse powerbomb) for two, followed by a knee to Kofi’s
face. The chinlock goes on but Kofi fights out and hits his
jumping back elbow. Domino ducks a crossbody but charges into



Trouble in Paradise for the pin.

Rating: C. Kofi is still building himself up but this was a
win over a slightly bigger name. You need to do something like
this over the months as Kingston needs to move up the ladder.
He still needs a lot more than beating Domino, but you can
tell that WWE is paying attention to him and sees something
there.

Eve Torres is in the back with Kelly Kelly when Layla comes
in. Layla says there is room for one Diva Search winner around
here. She is the top Diva around here and Eve needs to learn
that. This stuff continues to be bad.

Colin Delaney vs. Tommy Dreamer

Basically only the winner has a job and Armando Estrada is at
ringside. Dreamer wrestles him to the mat to start and grabs a
slam. The elbow misses though as they are firmly in first gear
here.  Delaney  gets  in  a  shot  or  two  before  low  bridging
Dreamer  to  the  floor.  There’s  the  slingshot  dive  and  a
slingshot hilo gets two on Dreamer back inside. Dreamer grabs
some kind of a reverse suplex and avoids a missile dropkick to
send Delaney crashing down. The Tree of Woe dropkick sets up
the DDT to finish Delaney.

Rating: C-. There was a story here with Delaney wanting a
contract and Dreamer having to beat him up despite not wanting
to. The problem though is the Delaney matches are only so good
as  he  can’t  do  much  in  the  ring  and  is  mainly  getting
squashed. Delaney got in a little more than usual here, but it
is still only going so well. They need to go somewhere with
this, as I don’t know how much fuel this version has left.

Overall Rating: C. Kind of a lackluster show here, as there is
only so much that you can get out of this roster. Kane is a
star and Kofi feels like he is on the way up, but then you
have whatever is left of Elijah Burke, Chavo Guerrero and a
somewhat out the door CM Punk. That isn’t going to make for



the best show, with the hour long run time being this show’s
saving grace.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

WWF  WrestleFest  1991:  An
Actual Hidden Gem
WrestleFest 1991
Host: Randy Savage
Commentators: Lord Alfred Hayes, Sean Mooney

Sometimes you need to get away from weekly TV and do some
good(ish) old fashioned Coliseum Video. That’s what we have
here, with another compilation tape released in July 1991. You
never know what you might get on here but that can make for
some interesting watches. Let’s get to it.

Randy Savage: Man Of Leisure (as the graphic says) is sitting
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by the pool as the audio from his career ending loss at
Wrestlemania VII plays in his head. He was NOT asleep….or
maybe he was, but just for a few seconds. Yes he lost, but he
had a great career and wrestled some of the best of all time.
The only one he didn’t get to face was the best of all time:
himself (that’s such a Savage thing). Savage introduces our
first match.

Jimmy Hart says Earthquake is ready to crush Ultimate Warrior
in the Fan Favorite match.

From Fort Myers, Florida, February 19, 1991.

Ultimate Warrior vs. Earthquake

Earthquake slugs away from behind but can’t put Warrior down.
Instead  Warrior  is  back  with  some  shoulders,  including  a
flying one to send Earthquake outside. A Hart distraction lets
Earthquake get in a cheap shot though and it’s a drive into
the corner back inside. The slow beating, including that weird
jumping stomp that Earthquake had, sets up the bearhug (you
knew that was coming).

Warrior’s leg starts twitching so Earthquake picks him up
(points for not going with the obvious escape route) to keep
the hold on. The big elbow and the Earthquake connect for two
as Warrior is ready to get going. Three straight clotheslines
set up a slam and the Warrior Splash is good for the pin at
5:37.

Rating: C. This felt very much like a dark match at the end of
a taping to get one of the biggest stars out there against a
big monster. Warrior shrugged off everything Earthquake had
and then won in just over five minutes. It was short, to the
point, and did what it needed to do without looking bad. Nice
choice for an opener, even if they had a very basic match.

Savage tells us where to write in to request a match. This
will in no way be used to get on the WWF’s mailing list. With



that out of the way, to the Manager Cam, which means Jimmy
Hart is going to be mic’d with a camera on him during a match.

From Green Bay, Wisconsin, May 7, 1991.

Big Boss Man vs. The Mountie

No commentary for this one. Hart (expect to hear that name a
lot here) demands that the referee take the nightstick from
the Boss Man, who punches Mountie down to start. Mountie’s
leapfrog is countered into a spinebuster and Boss Man steals
Hart’s jacket (Hart: “MOUNTIE! MOUNTIE!”), which he threatens
to send into the crowd. Hart gets the jacket back and Mountie
goes outside for a breather, only to get punched down again.
Boss Man chokes on the ropes for a bit (Hart: “GET OFF THE
ROPE!”) and hits the running crotch attack to the back of the
neck (Hart: “Referee, quit picking your nose and do something
man!”).

A missed charge finally gives Mountie a breather, sending Hart
into a rant about how Mountie has to get up and do something.
Hart tells him everything to do to the leg, including wrapping
it around the post. Boss Man tries to swing but falls down,
prompting Hart to laugh at “the big hick”. Mountie grabs the
mic to hit his catchphrase but Boss Man punches his way up and
hits a one legged Boss Man Slam for the pin at 6:31.

Rating: C+. This was fun! The match itself was mostly a Boss
Man squash with Mountie getting in a bit of work on the leg.
Instead, we got a unique way to look at a match, with Hart
playing  it  completely  straight  and  making  it  a  lot  more
interesting. I can go with something different like this, as
the WWF so rarely went in a unique direction. Good stuff and
very out of the box.

Post match Hart gets in the ring and tells Mountie that he’ll
sucker Boss Man over so Mountie can zap him with the shock
stick. And that’s exactly what they do!



From Omaha, Nebraska, April 15, 1991.

Power And Glory vs. Rockers

Slick is here with Power And Glory. We hit the stall button to
start until Shawn and Roma lock up over a minute and a half
in. Roma has to bail to the ropes early on before hitting
Shawn in the face to take over. Michaels is right back with
the hurricanrana into the right hands, followed by the double
superkick to send Roma outside.

Back in and Roma dropkicks Marty down, only to get his head
taken off with a clothesline. A Hercules cheap shot lets the
double teaming ensue though and Marty is caught in the wrong
corner again. Hercules actually stays in for a bit,, with his
own clothesline getting his own two. Roma’s big running elbow
(he always did that well) sets up the chinlock to keep Marty
down.

That’s broken up but Roma clotheslines him again (a popular
move here) and hits a top rope elbow to the head. Marty
finally avoids a charge in the corner though and the diving
tag brings Shawn in to clean house. The jumping back elbow
hits Roma in the face and a swinging neckbreaker gets two.
Everything breaks down and Hercules is clotheslined (geez) out
to the floor, leaving Roma to get double hiptossed. Hold on
though as Slick offers a distraction, which is enough to get
the Rockers counted out at 12:06.

Rating: C. Not bad here as the Rockers were really starting to
gel a few months before they split. Power And Glory are a good
enough team, though you could see Hercules losing more and
more steam as he just couldn’t move very well. The countout
was fairly lame though, as you really can’t have Power And
Glory get rolled up for a quick pin here?

Post match the fight continues with the Rockers cleaning house
and stealing Slick’s hat. To be fair, it’s a pretty sweet hat.



We go to Randy Savage’s Tranquility Base (that’s Tranquility
Base USA, because Savage might be nuts, but he’s an American
nut) and it’s time to play some pool.

Ted DiBiase is ready to beat up the Texas Tornado, who is a
great example of a Cadillac body and a Volkswagen brain.

From Orlando, Florida, February 18, 1991.

Ted DiBiase vs. Texas Tornado

Commentary points out the lack of DiBiase’s manager Sherri
(which is code for “this was taped before Wrestlemania when
Sherri and DiBiase got together). Before the match, Tornado
brings out Virgil, who had broken up with DiBiase about a
month ago. DiBiase yells at Virgil as Hayes talks about the
rigorous process required to become a manager. That could be
some fascinating paperwork.

Tornado goes outside to jump DiBiase and the bell rings for
the second time. They head inside with Tornado sending him
face first into the buckle over and over, setting up a rollup
for two. Virgil has to send DiBiase back inside (Mooney: “He’s
just giving his former employer a hand!”), only to have them
go right back to the floor.

The Tornado Punch hits DiBiase but another only hits post,
allowing DiBiase to send the hand into the steps. Back in and
DiBiase elbows him in the face, setting up the always awesome
falling punch. DiBiase knocks him outside again and tries a
suplex to bring Tornado back inside. Virgil is right there
with a trip to DiBiase though and Tornado gets the pin at
4:17.

Rating: D+. And somehow, Tornado would stick around for about
another year. I’m not sure how many drugs he did to fall apart
as badly as he did but a whole lot seems to be pretty low.
This was a slow, boring match with the hand stuff not leading
anywhere and Tornado sleepwalking through it, as usual.



From Fort Myers, Florida, February 19, 1991.

Haku vs. British Bulldog

Hayes talks about both of them having a rugby background and
Mooney seems to have played as well. Haku grinds away on a
headlock to start but a dropkick sends him outside. Back in
and  Bulldog  grabs  a  sleeper,  which  is  countered  with  an
armdrag of all things. That’s broken up and Bulldog grabs an
armbar,  only  to  be  reversed  into  an  atomic  drop.  The
piledriver gives Haku two and we hit the sleeper. Bulldog
fights up for a double shoulder and Haku is able to grab a
chinlock. With that broken up, Bulldog avoids a dropkick and
gets  two  off  a  clothesline.  Back  up  and  Bulldog  grabs  a
crucifix for the pin at 7:41.

Rating: C+. This was a nice power match and they worked well
together. Matches like this are the reason I like seeing these
tapes as you never know when you are going to find a good
match that isn’t going to take place in a major feud. Smith
was on his way up and Haku can make anyone look good so this
was a fun mix that I was getting into by the end.

Randy Savage plays pool. While he plays, it’s time for a trip
to the Barber Shop.

We  go  to  the  Barber  Shop  with  Brutus  Beefcake  for  some
grooming tips. This includes putting mud (from the Dead Sea,
as written on the container in marker) on someone’s face and
then cracking an egg on top of said face. Then Beefcake blows
it off with a leaf blower. This takes quite awhile but it’s
the kind of character stuff that is at least a bit different.
Can you imagine seeing something like this not being a total
disaster today?

From Biloxi, Mississippi, March 12, 1991.

Greg Valentine vs. Rick Martel



This was part of Valentine’s face run and….well what are you
expecting from a Valentine face run? They fight over a top
wristlock to start with Valentine getting the better of things
and knocking Martel outside. Some and actually start a HAMMER
chant as Martel stalls on the floor even more. Back in and
Valentine grabs a headlock before going after the leg.

The Figure Four is blocked so Valentine drops an elbow on the
leg and cranks away again. Martel fights back and sends him
outside, followed by a middle rope ax handle back inside. The
abdominal stretch goes on for a bit before Valentine blocks a
ram  into  the  buckle.  The  comeback  is  on  and  Valentine
clotheslines him outside. Valentine follows him to the floor
for the brawl and it’s a double countout at 8:12.

Rating: C-. Martel was his usual serviceable self here but
Valentine as a good guy still really doesn’t work. I’m not
sure what the appeal there was supposed to be, other than
maybe just seeing if they could get anything else out of him.
All this showed me was that Valentine wasn’t going to be
interesting no matter what he did around this time and there
was no way around it.

Post match Valentine beats him down again, setting up the
Figure Four. What a hero.

From Fort Myers, Florida, February 19, 1991.

Warlord vs. Koko B. Ware

Slick his here with Warlord, who powers Ware into the corner
to start. There’s a choke toss to send Ware flying again but
he comes back with some right hands. Ware heads outside to
annoy Warlord, but Slick suggests that he is a chicken. Well
they never said what kind of BIRD man Ware was so there may be
something to that.

Back in and Ware goes to the eyes and hammers away, only to be
sent sailing over the top. A sunset flip doesn’t work on



Warlord and we hit the bearhug. Warlord finally lets it go for
some reason (he never was known for his brains) and misses an
elbow. Ware avoids a charge in the corner and rolls him up for
two, followed by the missile dropkick (with Ware landing on
his feet as only he could) for the same. That’s enough for
Warlord, who powerslams him for the pin at 6:38.

Rating: C. This was the kind of match that fit a formula
perfectly well as the power guy had trouble with the smaller
opponent before finally catching him. It’s not a classic, but
this was about as basic of a match formula as you could ask
for and it worked well enough. If nothing else, Ware’s missile
dropkick is always worth a look.

Despite being retired, Randy Savage watches his match against
Ultimate Warrior to look for mistakes.

From Biloxi, Mississippi, March 12, 1991.

Hart Foundation vs. Legion Of Doom

Well ok, as this appears to be their only (recorded) match
against each other. This is also non-title, as the Harts, who
were  champions  when  this  was  filmed  but  not  when  it  was
released, don’t even have the belts with them. Animal and
Neidhart lock up to start and the power shove doesn’t get
anywhere. Shoulders don’t do anything but a double clothesline
puts both of them down.

Back up and Animal’s flying shoulder drops Neidhart and it’s
Hawk coming in to work on the arm. Hart comes in as well but
gets sent outside in a hurry as Hawk isn’t having any of this.
Back in and Bret takes Hawk into the corner so Neidhart can
come in to slow him down. It’s right back to Bret for two off
the backbreaker, followed by the middle rope elbow for two
more.

Hawk gets over to the corner for the unseen tag, leaving
Neidhart to hit the slingshot shoulder for two. The chinlock



goes on, with Mooney somehow trying to say this has been
“even”, despite Hawk getting beaten down for the last five
minutes. The Hart Attack connects with Animal having to make
the save. Neidhart tries to whip Bret into Hawk in the corner
but only hits buckle, allowing the hot tag off to Animal to
clean house.

Everything breaks down and Hawk gets sent into the corner for
a hard clothesline to Hart. The Doomsday Device is broken up
though  and  Bret  hits  the  backbreaker  on  Animal.  Another
slingshot shoulder looks to set up something like a Rocket
Launcher but Animal powerslams Bret out of the air for the pin
at 12:32.

Rating: B. This was a rare moment that lived up to the hype
and I wouldn’t have bet on that coming in. You don’t see this
kind of thing working most of the time but they pulled it off
here, with the Harts dictating the pace and the LOD being
there with the raw power. Normally this would be little more
than a historical footnote but they had a very good match at
the same time.

Respect is shown post match.

From New York City, New York, March 15, 1991.

Marty Jannetty vs. Tanaka

This is your main event because….I have no idea, though it’s
nice to go to the Garden instead of random TV tapings. Mr.
Fuji is here with Tanaka but neither partner is here. Tanaka
strikes away to take over and kicks Jannetty around the ring.
Jannetty comes back and knocks him to the floor before doing
it again for a bonus. This time Jannetty dives out onto Tanaka
for a crash as things slow back down.

Back in and Fuji offers a distraction, allowing Tanaka to get
a turnbuckle pad off. Jannetty is fine enough to superkick
Tanaka into the corner but a missed charge sends Jannetty



falling outside. After the referee scares Fuji away from using
that pesky cane, Tanaka drops a rather low looking headbutt. A
rollup gives Jannetty a breather but a jumping forearm cuts
that  off  rather  quickly.  There’s  a  chop  to  send  Jannetty
outside and Fuji smiles rather deviously. Back in and Tanaka
tries a Tombstone but Jannetty reverses into the Owen Hart
version to drop Tanaka on his head for the pin at 10:53.

Rating: C+. Two talented wrestlers were able to make this work
but there is only so much that you can get out of a pair of
tag wrestlers having a match without their partners around.
The fact that Mooney announced the winner as “Shawn Michaels’
partner Marty Jannetty” kind of sums up the issue here, but
they did have a perfectly watchable match. Granted the ending
might make you cringe but Tanaka was ok so it’s acceptable
enough.

Randy Savage gets a phone call from Elizabeth and that means
it’s time to wrap up the tape.

Overall  Rating:  C+.  This  was  on  the  more  decent  side  of
Coliseum  videos,  as  you  had  mostly  pretty  good  to  solid
matches and the only two which weren’t so strong were shorter.
Throw in the unique Manager Cam deal and a near hidden gem
with the Harts vs. LOD and this worked well. It’s nothing you
need to see but if you’re in the mood for some lighter fare,
you would be just fine with this one.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

ECW  On  Sci  Fi  –  April  1,
2008: They Needed This
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: April 1, 2008
Location: American Airlines Arena, Miami, Florida
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

We’re done with Wrestlemania and thankfully that means we have
a new ECW Champion. Kane won the pre-show battle royal and
then beat Chavo Guerrero in about ten seconds to win the
title. That alone makes the show feel more important, but now
we get to see where they go from here. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Kane winning the battle royal and the
title at Wrestlemania.

Here is Kane to recap winning the battle royal and the title
at Wrestlemania. Kane says we haven’t seen anything yet, so
here  is  CM  Punk,  with  Money  in  the  Bank  briefcase,  to
interrupt. That earns him a threat from Kane, but Punk says
he’s out here to say he’s a bit jealous. Punk explains the
idea of Money in the Bank but here is Chavo Guerrero to
interrupt. He’s getting the title match next because Kane’s
title win was a fluke! Kane: “I beat you in eight seconds!”

Punk talks about how that has to be some kind of a record but
Chavo laughs him off. Chavo promises to win the title back
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next time. For tonight though, it’s tag match time, with Chavo
and Shelton Benjamin vs. Kane/Punk. Cue Shelton to say the
only reason Punk is standing there is he got double teamed on
Sunday. Punk calls Benjamin Goldilocks and says the one thing
Benjamin can’t call himself is Mr. Money In The Bank. This was
quite the wordy exchange.

Mike Knox vs. Stevie Richards

Knox takes him into the corner for the shoulders to the ribs
to start but Richards manages a trip to the floor. Richards’
dive off the apron is elbowed out of the air, followed by the
bearhug back inside. A belly to back suplex cuts off Stevie’s
comeback attempt but Stevie kicks his way out of trouble. Knox
shrugs it off though and grabs a backbreaker, followed by the
spinning Downward Spiral for the pin.

Rating: C-. Pretty nothing match here as Knox is about as
generic of a heel as you can get and Richards has been beaten
into the ground. There isn’t much else that can be said about
these two feuding, but for some reason they have been going
back and forth for a few weeks now. Hopefully it wraps up
soon, though neither is exactly interesting at the moment.

Video on the Hall of Fame induction ceremony.

Tazz is in the ring with Colin Delaney, who says he didn’t get
hurt at Wrestlemania. Next year though, he wants to be at
Wrestlemania as part of the roster. Cue Armando Estrada to
offer Delaney a contract….or not as it’s an April Fools joke.
Delaney can have a contract, and all he has to do is win this
match.

Colin Delaney vs. Big Show

Cobra clutch finishes Delaney in about 45 seconds. The spin
when Show sent Delaney flying to let go of the hold was the
best part.



We take a long look at Ric Flair retiring at Wrestlemania and
the still outstanding farewell from Raw.

Chavo Guerrero/Shelton Benjamin vs. CM Punk/Kane

Punk cranks on Benjamin’s arm to start before handing it off
to Kane. The basement dropkick gets two on Benjamin but it’s
off to Chavo to kick at the leg. Kane scares Chavo over to
Benjamin, who comes back in, only to be launched over the top.
We take a break and come back with Kane and Punk taking turns
kicking away at Benjamin in the corner.

Chavo comes back in and hits a quick jawbreaker but needs
Benjamin to save him from the GTS. We hit the neck crank from
Benjamin, followed by the double arm crank from Chavo. Punk
finally fights out of the corner and bulldogs his way to
freedom. Kane comes back in to start cleaning house, including
a big boot to Benjamin. Chavo crotches Kane on top, only to
have Punk hit the GTS on Benjamin for the pin.

Rating:  C+.  This  got  some  time  and  felt  far  bigger  than
anything else on the show, despite not being that important of
a match all things considered. Punk is pretty clearly on his
way  out  of  ECW,  Chavo  was  destroyed  at  Wrestlemania  and
Benjamin  is  Benjamin.  That  leaves  Kane,  the  already
established monster, as the big deal for ECW and that doesn’t
leave much reason to believe Chavo and Benjamin had a chance
over fifteen minutes.

Overall Rating: C. The show still isn’t very good and feels
miles beneath the two main WWE shows, but just having Kane as
the  top  star,  or  at  least  champion,  gives  it  more  of  a
legitimacy. No one was buying Chavo as champion of anything
but Kane could be a midcard champion on Raw or Smackdown
without a bit of doubt. The rest of the show was nothing, but
I can give them a break as everyone is still exhaling after
Wrestlemania. If things stay like this next week then there’s
a problem, but for a one off, it was ok enough.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

ECW  On  Sci  Fi  –  March  25,
2008: End This Already
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: March 25, 2008
Location: Crown Coliseum, Fayetteville, North Carolina
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

It’s the final ECW before Wrestlemania and that means pretty
much nothing around here. There is no title match set for
Wrestlemania as it is going to be all about the battle royal.
I’m not sure what that is going to leave us to do on this show
but maybe they have one more week of nothing before things, at
least hopefully, reset next week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Hardcore  Holly/Cody  Rhodes/Kofi  Kingston/Kane/Tommy
Dreamer/Jesse  &  Festus/Jimmy  Wang  Yang/Shannon  Moore/Jim
Duggan/Val  Venis/Jamie  Noble  vs.  Great  Khali/Miz/Chuck

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/02/01/ecw-on-sci-fi-march-25-2008-end-this-already/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/02/01/ecw-on-sci-fi-march-25-2008-end-this-already/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/01/21/ecw-on-sci-fi-march-18-2008-theyre-out-of-ideas/


Palumbo/Matt  Striker/Mark  Henry/Snitsky/Lance  Cade/Trevor
Murdoch/Brian Kendrick/Deuce N Domino/Elijah Burke

Because THIS is a good idea. This is all twenty four entrants
into the battle royal thrown into a tag match, which makes me
wonder  how  many  people  the  aprons  can  hold.  Cody  rolls
Kendrick up for a fast two and then backslides him for the
same. It’s quickly off to Noble vs. Palumbo, with the latter
grabbing a belly to back suplex.

Yang comes in off some of that Jung Dragons chemistry but gets
suplexed for his efforts. A middle rope hurricanrana gets Yang
out of trouble and it’s time for a parade of dives. We take a
break and come back with everything breaking down, as you
might have expected. Kofi dives onto Deuce N Domino and Holly
gets to hit an Alabama Slam. Khali and Kane have finally had
enough of this and start wrecking people. With the two of them
down, Henry feeds Dreamer into a big boot from Snitsky for the
pin.

Rating: C. This is one of those matches that isn’t about the
action itself but rather telling you what you might be seeing
on Sunday. In that sense it worked out well enough, but my
goodness  the  battle  royal  might  as  well  have  about  three
people. Chavo almost has to lose at this point as there is
just nothing to his title reign and someone else can take the
title to hopefully do something with it.

Post match everyone gets in the ring for the huge staredown.

Boxing personalities talk about Big Show vs. Floyd Mayweather
Jr.

Chavo Guerrero comes up to mock the injured Tommy Dreamer. A
match is set for tonight, thanks to some insults to Colin
Delaney (sure why not).

Shelton Benjamin vs. Carlito



Feeling out process to start with Carlito slugging away as Taz
says he has been hit in the face with a ladder in a match but
never had a ladder match. Benjamin skins the cat but Carlito
snaps his throat across the top for a crash to the floor. We
hit  the  chinlock  back  inside  and  the  fans  do  not  seem
impressed. Benjamin fights up but gets knocked back into the
corner as this isn’t exactly burning up the mat.

Another  chinlock  goes  on  but  this  time  Benjamin  electric
chairs his way to freedom. Carlito is back with a neckbreaker
for two and we hit the chinlock with a knee in Benjamin’s
back.  Benjamin  finally  makes  the  comeback  and  hits  the
overhead belly to belly. A neckbreaker gives Carlito two more
but the Backstabber is countered into a buckle bomb. Paydirt
is countered into a backbreaker to give Carlito two more but
Benjamin catches him on top. A super Paydirt finishes Carlito
off.

Rating: C-. These two were left out there to fill in as much
time as they could and it didn’t exactly work. There were far
too  many  chinlocks  to  get  them  through  the  match  until
Benjamin finally won in the end. This really didn’t work very
well, but like everything else around here, none of that is
going to matter by next week.

Video on the Raw World Title triple threat match.

Wrestlemania rundown.

The final inductee into the Hall of Fame Class: Gordon Solie.

Kelly Kelly/Stevie Richards vs. Mike Knox/Layla

The women actually wrestle to start with Kelly getting two.
Knox gets in a cheap shot from the apron though and Layla
takes over for a bit. The men come in and Richards swings away
until the women getting in a fight distracts him. Knox grabs a
swinging Downward Spiral for the fast pin.



Tommy Dreamer vs. Chavo Guerrero

Non-title and the battle royal participants are at ringside.
Dreamer backdrops him to the apron and punches him out to the
floor to start, with the unofficial lumberjacks sending Chavo
back inside. Chavo sends him shoulder first into the post and
we hit the front facelock. The fans think Chavo sucks, even as
Dreamer fights up with a bulldog. Guerrero blocks something
out  of  the  corner  so  Dreamer  settles  for  a  neckbreaker.
Dreamer gets crotched on top though and the frog splash gives
Chavo the pin.

Rating: C-. And that’s another Chavo match these days, as they
are still rather uninteresting with little going on that could
make me care about the title. Dreamer making his comeback is
always decent enough but there was only so much that can be
done  with  a  three  minute  match  less  than  a  week  before
Wrestlemania. Just get the title off of Chavo already because
this reign is dragging down everything else.

Post match everyone gets inside and the fight is on to end the
show.

Overall Rating: D+. My goodness Wrestlemania needs to come and
go already because this show is falling apart in a hurry.
There is only so much that can be done when you have one
important story and that one is in limbo due to the champion
not having an opponent. Other than that, it is a bunch of
people trying to fill in time and that is not going to work
long, or even short, term.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

ECW  On  Sci  Fi  –  March  18,
2008: They’re Out Of Ideas
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: March 18, 2008
Location: Coast Coliseum, Biloxi, Mississippi
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

Now we continue the lame duck string of shows as there is very
little  actually  going  on  around  here  that  matters  for
Wrestlemania. The main ECW involvement is going to be a battle
royal for a title shot later on and that isn’t something that
is easily built up outside of the Royal Rumble. Maybe they
have something else for the next two weeks though so let’s get
to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Kane vs. Elijah Burke

Kane snaps off an uppercut to start and Burke bails out to the
floor. Burke pulls him outside too and gets driven into the
apron for his efforts. Back in and Kane hits a backbreaker
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before cranking on the neck for a change. That’s broken up and
Burke gets in a shot of his own before avoiding a charge in
the corner. The Elijah Express is loaded up….and cut off with
a chokeslam to give Kane the pin.

Rating: C-. Pretty nothing match here as Kane gets a squash
and Burke continues to be little more than a jobber to the
stars. Kane is someone who can be pushed as a top star around
here as he is the definition of a big fish in a small pond.
It’s not like he was doing anything on Smackdown anyway so let
him come here and get reheated.

Armando Estrada shakes hands with Mark Henry, who is in the
Wrestlemania battle royal. ECW Champion Chavo Guerrero comes
in and panics over the giants in the battle royal. Colin
Delaney comes in to ask about a contract but Chavo doesn’t
like  being  interrupted.  Chavo  rants  about  Delaney  being
disrespectful and a match is made, with Delaney getting a
contract (rather than the title) if he wins.

Video on Floyd Mayweather Jr., the same as on Raw.

Kofi Kingston vs. James Curtis

Kofi shoulders him down to start and grabs a drop toehold as
commentary  talks  about  Big  Show  vs.  Floyd  Mayweather.  A
headlock takeover has Curtis down again but he fights up and
actually takes over for once. Curtis works on an armbar until
Kofi upkicks his way to freedom to start the comeback. The
double chops set up the double legdrop and the buzzsaw kick
finishes for Kofi.

Rating: C. Kofi continues to get built up, at least as much as
you can be by beating James Curtis again. What matters is
keeping him in the ring and making him look dominant until
they find something or him to do. ECW has been needing fresh
talent for a long time and Kofi is as good as anyone else they
can throw in there.



CM Punk meets Jesse and Festus before their six man tag. Jesse
insists that Festus will be fine when the bell rings.

CM Punk/Jesse & Festus vs. Miz/John Morrison/Shelton Benjamin

Festus clears the ring at the bell until he slams Morrison
down. Jesse comes in for a basement dropkick before Punk comes
in to send Miz and Morrison outside. There’s the springboard
spinning crossbody before Festus pulls Benjamin over the top
and out onto everyone else in a big crash.

We take a break and come back with Punk kicking Miz in the
head (Morrison: “Stay in there Miz! You’re doing good!”).
Benjamin pulls Punk off the top though and the villains take
over for the first time, despite the CM PUNK chants. We hit
the chinlock, followed by an exploder suplex to plant Punk
again. Morrison comes back in for a chinlock of his own until
Punk fights out. The tag brings in Festus to clean house and
everything  breaks  down.  Miz  can’t  hit  the  Reality  Check,
allowing Festus to hit the fireman’s carry flapjack for the
pin.

Rating: C+. This was a fun match, as Punk never felt like he
was overly worried about any of his opponents. That’s how this
match should have gone anyway, as Punk is by far and away
bigger than any other regular ECW star right now. Let him have
an entertaining match and give Jesse & Festus a win before
their Tag Team Title match later this week.

We look back at HHH making John Cena and Randy Orton face the
Raw roster this week. Or some of it at least.

Wrestlemania rundown.

Eddie Graham is going into the WWE Hall Of Fame. Now there’s
an influence on the business.

Video on Big Show.

Colin Delaney is in the ring and says he’s ready to go,



despite JBL beating him up last night.

Chavo Guerrero vs. Colin Delaney

Non-title and Delaney gets a WWE contract if he wins. Chavo
pounds him down without much trouble to start but Delaney
fights up. A dropkick sends Chavo outside and he isn’t pleased
with the developments. Back in and Chavo kicks away before
hitting a belly to back suplex. We hit a seated double arm
crank for a bit as the slow beating continues. The frog splash
(with a lot of trash talk) misses though and Delaney gets a
desperation two. Chavo is annoyed and finishes with the Gory
Bomb.

Rating: C-. What else were you expecting here? Delaney has
been treated as a joke his entire time in ECW and he wasn’t
going to pin the champion for his first singles win. The good
thing is that they didn’t treat this as anything more than
what it should have been, though Delaney getting in a bit of
offense here and there is a nice little progression.

Overall Rating: C. This show isn’t much to see at the moment
and I don’t see that getting any better next week. The good
thing is it seems like we might be in for a change of course
after Wrestlemania, as Chavo hasn’t been doing much as ECW
Champion and it seems like time to move somewhere else. That
doesn’t make the shows on the way there that much better
though, as these shows are in a holding pattern as you can get
until Wrestlemania.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

ECW  On  Sci  Fi  –  March  11,
2008: It’s Been A Bit
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: March 11, 2008
Location: Allstate Arena, Rosemont, Illinois
Attendance: 15,121
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

Wrestlemania continues to inch closer and thankfully it seems
that Chavo Guerrero can finally move on from CM Punk and find
a new challenger for the ECW Title. This week is about the Tag
Team Titles though as Tommy Dreamer and Colin Delaney are
challenging Miz and John Morrison for the Smackdown Tag Team
Titles in an Extreme Rules match. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Smackdown  Tag  Team  Titles:  Miz/John  Morrison  vs.  Tommy
Dreamer/Colin Delaney

Miz and Morrison are defending in an Extreme Rules match.
Since there are tags in an EXTREME RULES match, Dreamer gets
taken into the corner for an early double teaming. Delaney,
realizing how rules should really work, dives onto both champs
and the fight goes to the floor. A big running flip dive takes
Miz and Morrison down as Taz and Cole are way behind Delaney
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doing nutty things.

Miz manages to knock Dreamer down though and it’s a double
gutbuster to Delaney inside. Hold on though as Dreamer slides
in a kendo stick and Delaney gets to swing a bit. Dreamer
comes back in and the champs are able to get back up with some
weapon shots of their own. The catapult into the slingshot
elbow crushes Delaney but Dreamer is back with some trashcan
lid shots.

With Morrison down, Delaney puts on a Chicago Bears helmet for
What’s Up because ECW. Miz is back up with some trashcan lid
shots but Dreamer and Delaney tie the champs in the Tree of
Woe for running shots to the face. Stereo covers get stereo
twos with stereo feet on the ropes, so let’s grab a table.

With  that  taking  too  long,  Dreamer  and  Miz  go  up,  with
Morrison going over to break it up. That means a superplex to
Miz and a superbomb to Morrison for another double delayed
near fall. Delaney’s Sliced Bread is broken up with a hard
toss out to the floor, allowing Morrison to moonsault off the
apron while holding a trashcan. Back in and Miz and Morrison
send Dreamer through the table to retain the titles.

Rating: B-. This was WAY better than it had any right to be
and it worked out rather well. Delaney and Dreamer were never
going to be serious threats to win the titles but they did
have some fun on the way there. The helmet spot was fun if
nothing else, but this should wrap up the feud for good.

Here is Armando Estrada to announce a 24 man battle royal at
Wrestlemania. The winner will get an ECW title match later
that night. Estrada brings out one of the participants.

Great Khali vs. Stevie Richards

I’m  assuming  you  can  guess  which  of  the  two  Estrada  was
excited  about.  Chokebomb  finishes  Richards  in  about  20
seconds.



Post match Mike Knox comes out and wrecks Richards even more.
So much for that push.

Deuce vs. Kofi Kingston

Domino and Cherry are here with Deuce. Kofi goes after the arm
to start but Deuce snaps the throat across the top rope for a
breather. Granted not for Kofi but it’s kind of hard to share
one of those. The neck crank goes on but Kofi pops up for the
right  hands  in  the  corner.  The  Boom  Drop  connects  and  a
spinning kick to the face (the Jamaican Buzzsaw according to
Joey) finishes Deuce fast.

Rating: C. This is Kingston starting to move up the ladder a
bit as Deuce might not be a big star but he is a bigger deal
than the other people Kingston has beaten. You can see some
potential in him and WWE seems to be moving him in the right
way. Nothing special as far as a match goes, but at least he
is moving in the right direction.

Raw Rebound.

Wrestlemania rundown.

CM Punk is ready to beat Big Daddy V. and qualify for Money In
The Bank. And hey, we’re in his hometown.

Festus vs. Elijah Burke

Jesse is here too. Festus goes off on Burke to start but gets
punched back into the corner for his efforts. Burke works on
the arm and dropkicks him down for one. Festus shoulders him
down, drops a knee, and finishes with the fireman’s carry
flapjack. This really wasn’t good and you could see the fans
walking out.

Money In The Bank Qualifying Match: Big Daddy V. vs. CM Punk

Shelton Benjamin is on commentary and Matt Striker is here
with V. Punk gets shoved down to start so he switches to the



leg kicks. V runs him over though as the CM PUNK chants are
rather loud here. The slow, plodding offense begins but Punk
is back with a running knee in the corner. For some reason,
Punk tries the GTS and gets crushed by V landing on his back
(a deserved result for being stupid). Back up and Punk knocks
him to the floor and that’s a fast countout for the win.

Rating: D+. Yeah what else were you expecting here? There is
only so much that anyone can do with V and as a smaller
wrestler, Punk is even more limited. Punk winning wasn’t much
of  a  shock  here,  but  what  mattered  was  giving  the  fans
something to cheer about. It was a bad match of course, but
they did what they needed to do.

Overall Rating: C. The opener was good but the rest was a
mixture of dull and bad. ECW just has nothing going on with
Wrestlemania as the title match is going to be set up at the
show. What does that leave for the next few weeks as we get to
the  show?  Not  a  great  show  here,  but  at  least  they  set
something up going forward.
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Vince  McMahon  Officially
Returns To WWE
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/vince-mcmahon-officially
-returns-wwe-board-directors/

 

So there it is. The big story this week has been Vince McMahon planning a
return to WWE and that is exactly what he has done. McMahon reportedly
came back to oversee media rights deals and a possible sale of the
company. There is no word on him possibly returning to creative, though
he suggested that he wouldn’t in a press release.

In short, this is another depressing announcement from WWE. Things were
getting fun for a little while without McMahon but here he comes again,
because of course he does. It’s another case of McMahon not being willing
to let anything go, meaning that even if we don’t have the big changes
coming, it’s going to be hanging over our heads forever. You can probably
also expect WWE to have a bunch of sudden budget issues as a bunch of
wrestlers that Vince doesn’t like get let go because….whatever nonsense
reason they have at the moment. Fun times again, as it always is with
Vince.

Tribute To The Troops 2022:
The Unspecial Special
Tribute To The Troops 2022
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Date: December 17, 2022
Location: Gainbridge Fieldhouse, Indianapolis, Indiana
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s time for another of the annual holiday specials, though
in this case this was tacked on after a TV taping over a month
ago. These shows are basically short form house shows with a
healthy dose of “WE LOVE THE TROOPS” thrown in. There are
almost no expectations for one of them as a result so let’s
get to it.

We  get  the  presentation  of  the  colors  and  Star  Spangled
Banner, led by someone who sang it at the 2009 Tribute To The
Troops.

The opening video looks at the history of Tribute To The
Troops, featuring several clips from the original shows and
not so many from the recent editions.

Braun Strowman vs. LA Knight

Strowman throws him around to start but misses a charge into
the corner. Knight goes after the knee but Strowman shrugs it
off. The Monsterbomb finishes Knight at 2:05.

We meet Morgan Prigmore, who is proud to be in the Navy.

Ronda Rousey/Shayna Baszler vs. Emma/Tamina

Baszler takes Emma into the corner to start and it’s off to
Rousey. Emma fights up and grabs the Dil-Emma to send Rousey
outside. The big dive to the floor takes out the villains and
we go to a break. Back with Tamina coming in off the tag with
a Samoan drop for two. Rousey catches Tamina on top though and
Baszler grabs the Kirifuda Clutch for the tap at 7:34.

Rating: C-. There wasn’t much to this one and that shouldn’t
be a surprise. Rousey and Baszler are monsters and aren’t
going to be losing to a pair like Emma and Tamina. Rousey was
likely there for the star power and Tamina was there for



reasons that are still not entirely clear. At least she took
the fall instead of Emma, even if Emma has meant nothing since
she returned.

Video on Congressional Medal of Honor winner Matthew Williams
and how he won the medal.

Video on wrestlers meeting the troops.

Video on the history of Tribute to the Troops. Worked the
first time they aired it, not so much the second time, and now
it’s just reminding you how far this show has fallen.

Imperium vs. Drew McIntyre/Sheamus/Ricochet

Kaiser takes Ricochet down to start and stomps on his hand.
The villains draw McIntyre and Sheamus in, allowing Imperium
to hit the double corner dropkick. We take a break and come
back with commentary talking about previous editions of the
show as Imperium takes turns on Ricochet.

Gunther  works  over  Ricochet’s  back  and  the  minions  pull
Sheamus  and  McIntyre  off  the  apron.  Ricochet  counters  a
powerbomb into a Code Red for a breather though and we take
another break. Back again (after a three minute video where we
meet Steven Green, who loves America) with Sheamus coming in
to clean house.

McIntyre and Gunther come in for the big showdown, followed by
the big double knockdown. Everything breaks down and Ricochet
hits  the  big  running  flip  dive  to  the  floor.  The
Claymore/Brogue Kick combination sets up Ricochet’s shooting
star to finish Kaiser off at 16:34.

Rating: C+. Completely watchable six man tag and a fine way to
main event the show. This could have been a featured match at
any house show and probably could have headlined a few of
them. Gunther still feels like a star and isn’t in over his
head against McIntyre or Sheamus, which has me wanting to see



him against either of them again. Good stuff here as we get
the feel good ending to the show.

Overall Rating: C. I never know how to rate these things as
they  are  designed  as  a  special  with  nothing  involving
storyline advancement or anything important. At the same time,
the vignettes looking back at previous editions just show you
how worthless this show has become. It used to feel like WWE
was putting in some effort but this probably took half an hour
to film after a Smackdown. If you want to act like this is
supposed to be some big, important and special show, treat it
like one.

Results
Braun Strowman b. LA Knight – Monsterbomb
Ronda Rousey/Shayna Baszler b. Emma/Tamina – Kirifuda Clutch
to Tamina
Drew  McIntyre/Sheamus/Ricochet  b.  Imperium  –  Shooting  star
press to Kaiser
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BREAKING: WWE Releases Mandy
Rose
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/breaking-mandy-rose-rele
ased-wwe/

 

Apparently Rose had a page with risque content, which did not
sit well with WWE.  This comes less than a day after she lost
the NXT Women’s Title to Roxanne Perez, ending her 413 day
reign.

This is a weird situation, as WWE had probably told her to
stop, but this is also the same company that allegedly told
Ember Moon to dress more like Rose.  Unless Rose flat out
refused  to  stop  posting  the  content,  I’m  not  sure  this
warranted a full out release.  Maybe they were trying to send
a message, but either way, this feels like quite the extreme
response.  Rose will wind up somewhere in wrestling if she
wants to, but dang this came out of nowher.
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