Summerslam Count-Up - 2005:
The Rock Has Nothing On Shawn
Michaels

Summerslam 2005

Date: August 21, 2005

Location: MCI Center, Washington D.C.
Attendance: 18,156

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Tazz, Michael Cole, Jonathan

Coachman

Tonight is the first show in a long time with a special attraction main
event. Tonight’s main event is the returning Hulk Hogan vs. Shawn
Michaels in a match billed as legend vs. icon. Other than that we have
the first Summerslam with the new generation on top with John Cena
defending against Chris Jericho and Batista defending against JBL. Let’s
get to it.

The Navy color guard presents the flag and Lillian Garcia sings the
National Anthem. She may stumble over a lot of announcements but she can
sing the heck out of that song.

The opening video is about Cena vs. Bischoff with Eric’s surrogate Chris

Jericho. This would be the 185" attempt to recreate Austin vs. Vince,
each one less successful than the previous. It covers the rest of the
matches too, focusing on Hogan vs. Shawn of course. The theme song is
Remedy by Seether so we have another good song this year.

Never mind as the main song that will be played in the arena is some
stupid hip hop song.

US Title: Chris Benoit vs. Orlando Jordan

Jordan, the most worthless wrestler I can think of at the moment, is
defending. He took the title from Cena of all people and defended it over
the course of the summer. In some of the smartest booking you’ll ever see
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to open a show, Benoit shoves him into the corner, snaps off a German
suplex and puts Jordan in the Crossface for the submission and the title
in 25 seconds.

When a guy is so bad that you can’t trust Chris Benoit with him on live
TV, this is the right move. Benoit would go on to show how fast the match
was by timing how long it took him to do things like go to the bathroom
or have a cup of coffee, each of which lasted longer than the match.
Brilliant stuff here and the crowd is instantly on fire.

Vickie Guerrero, not yet a character, begs Eddie to calm down about
Mysterio and Rey’s son Dominic. Eddie says Vickie doesn’t get it but she
tries to talk him down. He interprets this as Vickie thinking he can’t
beat Rey and throws her out.

We recap Matt Hardy vs. Edge. Matt dated Lita in real life but Edge stole
her away (both on screen and in real life) while Matt was out with a knee
injury. Hardy was released from WWE while Edge and Lita became an on
screen couple. This led to an AWESOME angle where Matt, who had been
rehired VERY quietly, showed up on Raw and attacked Edge from behind. He
did it again but was arrested, shouting that he’d be at Ring of Honor.
Matt was finally brought back full time, setting up a white hot feud with
Edge. They made the feud feel as real as any I can remember in a long
time before it was to a degree.

Edge vs. Matt Hardy

This is during Lita’s early heel phase and DANG does it work for her. The
fight starts on the floor with Matt in control before heading inside for
a bell. Hardy grabs a choke but Edge gets into the ropes. Back to the
floor for a bit before Edge gets in a right hand inside to take over.
Edge spears him off the apron and out to the floor in the spot made much
more famous against Mick Foley.

Back in and Matt hits some HARD lefts and rights before going into the
corner to rain them down. Edge steps forward and drops Matt face first on
the post (with Matt clearly pulling himself forward to hit it correctly),
busting Hardy open. Edge goes after the cut...and the match is stopped in
less than five minutes. We get a good shot of Matt’s head and the cut is



shown to be just a step above nothing, making this ridiculous. I'm
guessing the idea was due to a head injury (not a real one mind you) but
it makes Matt look like a complete joke.

Rating: C+. This was fun while it lasted but the length and ending
crippled it. Matt was on fire coming in but he would be made to look like
the jobbiest jobber of all time during the feud with Edge. Eventually
Edge would send him to Raw and keep Lita, ultimately winning the world
title in a few months. This was more or less it for Matt as far as being
a big deal.

We recap Eddie Guerrero vs. Rey Mysterio. Oh this is a fun one. They were
tag team champions in the spring but Eddie started to get paranoid that
Rey was better than him. Rey beat him at Wrestlemania in a friendly match
and Eddie was set off. He turned on Rey and started going after Rey’s 8

year old son Dominic.

Uncle Eddie said he had a story to tell Dominic but Rey kept stopping
Eddie from telling it. They had a match at Great American Bash where if
Eddie won he could tell the story but if not he had to stay quiet. Eddie
lost, but told the story anyway: he’s Dominic’s actual father but gave
him to Rey because Eddie was in no condition to be a father. Then he
wanted custody of Dominic, so there was one solution.

Eddie Guerrero vs. Rey Mysterio

Here's the solution: “The following contest is a ladder match for the
custody of Dominic!” That line summed up the entire feud and is a famous
line today. Eddie looks at Rey to start before kneeing him in the ribs to
get things going. A hard belly to back suplex puts Rey down but he comes
back with a monkey flip to send Guerrero to the floor. Rey is sent
straight into the steps and then the ladder as Eddie maintains his early
control.

Eddie slides in the ladder and goes up but a springboard dropkick takes
Guerrero down. Another ladder is brought in but Rey dropkicks it into
Eddie, sending both the ladder and Guerrero to the floor. A great looking
springboard seated senton takes Eddie down but Rey is too banged up to

immediately climb. They slug it out on the ladder with Eddie taking over



but they botch the first big spot of the match: Eddie tries a sunset bomb
but Rey falls off a second late, meaning he falls on Eddie instead of

with him.

Back up and the ladder crushes Rey in the corner before Eddie brings in a
second ladder. Rey is sandwiched between the ladders so Eddie can hit a
slingshot hilo in a painful looking spot. Guerrero goes up but Rey sets
the other ladder up like a ramp to get to the top. Eddie is backdropped
onto the ladder ramp, sending both ladders and both wrestlers crashing
down to the mat. Rey goes up one more time but has the ladder dropkicked
out from under him in the second crash in 90 seconds.

Eddie lays a ladder on the top rope and drops a charging Rey chest first
onto the steel. Guerrero goes up but Dominic gets in and shakes the
ladder to stop him. Eddie gets in his face and shouts that he’s the new
daddy but Rey stops him from punching the kid. Mysterio moves the ladder
against the ropes and sends Eddie into it for the 619. Rey Drops the Dime
on the ladder onto Eddie and goes up but gets caught in an electric
chair. As they're about to fall, Rey spins around and slips down Guerrero
into a powerbomb.

Rey slowly climbs again but Guerrero kicks the ladder away and catches
the falling Rey in another powerbomb. In a smart move, Eddie puts the
ladder over Rey before climbing up and grabbing the briefcase. Since he’s
a heel in a ladder match though, he takes FOREVER to work the simple
clip, allowing Rey to kick the ladder over and pull Eddie down. Rey can’t
follow up though and gets caught in Three Amigos with the third on the
ladder. Eddie goes up again and here’s Vickie, which makes me think the
slow climb was a missed spot where she was supposed to come out. She

shoves him down and Rey gets up the ladder for the win.

Rating: B-. This was good but the botches hurt it a lot. The other major
problem here is the whole thing is so silly. It’s really hard to get into
a match with the prize being a custody of a kid. Are we supposed to
believe that Eddie is going to win and presumably abuse the world’s
stupidest looking eight year old? I’'ve seen far worse but this wasn’t a
great match by any stretch. Eddie of course would be gone in about two
and a half months but he would beat Rey in a cage match in about ten



days.
Rey hits Guerrero with the briefcase post match.

Jericho says the time is now for him to become WWE Champion. After Cena
loses tonight, he’s nothing more than the flavor of the month. I mean,
Jericho beat Rock and Austin in one night to become the first Undisputed
Champion. Tonight Jericho will win the WWE Championship and Eric Bischoff
can have a champion to be proud of.

Eugene vs. Kurt Angle

Yep he's still around. This is for Angle’s gold medal and Eugene has
Christy Hemme as a cheerleader. Eugene won some Olympic challenge by
lasting three minutes against Angle, so this is no time limit. They
really couldn’t find something better for Kurt? Angle easily takes him to
the mat to start but Eugene comes back with a spinebuster to LOUD booing.
Angle takes his head off on the People’s Elbow attempt for two and the
fans go nuts. A BIG release German suplex puts Angle down and it’s time
for some knees to the face.

Kurt sends him into the buckle but Eugene Hulks Up and does his goofy
punching and a Rock Bottom for two. A Stunner gets the same and Eugene is
pulls invisible straps down to set up an ankle lock on Angle. Kurt easily
gets up and hits the Angle Slam followed by the ankle lock for the

submission.

Rating: D. They booked a five minute squash at Summerslam for KURT
ANGLE??? Seriously? This was a horribly dull match and Eugene had no
business being in there. He barely even acts slow anymore and is really
just Hacksaw Jim Duggan minus the patriotism. Thankfully Kurt would move
on to face Cena for three months straight after this.

Angle stands on a chair and has the medal placed around his neck.

The Divas are in bikinis and washing a limo. It has the Presidential logo
on the door and Vince comes out. “Hey, why not?” THANKFULLY this went

nowhere.

Undertaker vs. Randy Orton




Wrestlemania rematch and I think that’s all you need to know. Orton
immediately bails to the floor before being slapped right in the face.
Taker misses a right hand in the corner but runs Orton over with a
shoulder block. O0ff to a headlock on Randy followed by a big boot,
leaving Orton with a dazed look in his eyes. Taker grabs a key lock but
Orton armdrags him off the top to break up 0ld School. Orton hits a HARD
right hand to the face, earning him a launch into the corner and rapid
punches from the dead man.

Orton gets up a boot in the corner but charges out straight into a big
boot for two. The jumping clothesline puts Orton down for two more and a
running knee in the corner has Randy in big trouble. Randy manages to
dodge a running big boot in the corner but can barely follow up due to
the beating he’s taken. As Taker gets back in from the apron Orton gets

in a shot to the leg to take over.

Orton cannonballs down onto the leg and wraps it around the post before
putting on a basic leg lock in the ring. A knee drop to the face gets two
before Orton takes him into the corner to wrap the leg around the ropes.
Randy powerslams him down for two and it’s off to a leg lace. Taker
fights out of it and rams Orton’s knee into the mat but Randy comes right
back with a chop block to the front of the leg. More cannonballs onto the
knee have Taker in bigger trouble but the big man kicks him out to the
floor.

The legdrop across the apron has Orton in more trouble and Taker does a
one legged 0ld School. Uh Dead Man, there’s more to selling than just
limping before you do a move with no issues. Taker hits Snake Eyes but he
can’'t run fast enough for the big boot, allowing Orton to dropkick him
down. The RKO is countered but Taker has the tombstone countered twice
and Orton hits his backbreaker for two. Taker rolls through a high cross
body and hits the chokeslam but a “fan” comes in and the distraction lets
Orton hit the RKO for the pin. It’s Bob Orton (Randy’s dad) of course.

Rating: C+. This was ok but the ending was stupid. It doesn’t hold a

candle to their Wrestlemania match but the rematch inside the Cell at
Armageddon was WAY better. Bob Orton didn’t add much to this feud and
Orton wasn’t ready to make the jump to the full time main event scene



just yet. The match wasn’t bad or anything though.
Some big shot Republicans are here.

We recap Jericho vs. Cena. As mentioned there isn’t much to talk about
here. Bischoff doesn’t like Cena and has Jericho to take the title away
from him. This is Cena’s first feud as champion on Raw. This gets the

music video treatment.

Chris Jericho vs. John Cena

They stare each other down to start before trading chops to Jericho’s
advantage. A snap suplex puts Cena down but Jericho’s springboard cross
body misses Cena entirely and Chris hits the floor. Back in and Cena hits
a running elbow into the face but charges into a dropkick to slow things
down again. A suplex gets two for the challenger and he follows it up
with a dropkick to the jaw. Jericho sends him out to the floor and
dropkicks him off the apron for good measure.

Cena gets choked with a microphone cord before being thrown inside to be
beaten up even more. A superplex has Cena in trouble but it shook Jericho
up too badly to cover. Cena starts pounding back but misses a flying
shoulder, allowing Jericho to try the Walls, only to be kicked out to the
floor. As Jericho gets back in, Cena drops a top rope leg onto Chris’
head for a close two count. The FU is countered into a DDT and both guys

are down.

The fans are split here as Jericho chokes away on the ropes. Cena is in
trouble but he comes back with a HARD clothesline to put both guys down
again. They slug it out with Cena taking over and hitting his usual
finishing sequence, including the spinning powerbomb but as he loads up
the Five Knuckle Shuffle, Jericho counters into the Walls. After a long
crawl, Cena finally makes it to the rope to escape. A belly to back
superplex gets two for Jericho but as they get back up, he charges right
into the FU to retain the title for Cena.

Rating: C. The match wasn’t bad here but it didn’t really click for the
most part. This was an off time for Jericho as he didn’t fit as a heel
because he was more or less the same guy he had always been but he was



supposed to be bad now. Cena was starting to click as a main event guy
though and that’s a really good sign, but the feud with Bischoff didn't
do anything for him as everyone saw it for what it was.

Chicago gets Wrestlemania 22.

We recap JBL vs. Batista. Basically it was supposed to be Muhammad Hassan
taking the title off Big Dave but there was the whole terrorist angle
(Hassan had terrorist looking guys attack Undertaker on the same day as
the 7/7 London bombings and the backlash got Hassan released) so JBL was
thrown in. This is a rematch after the Great American Bash where JBL won
by DQ, so tonight it’s no holds barred.

Smackdown World Title: Batista vs. John Bradshaw Layfield

JBL dollars rain from the sky before we get going. The fight starts in
the aisle and a belt shot to the head has JBL in trouble. They head over
to some of the equipment with JBL being sent into various metal objects.
Batista is whipped into a steel case and they brawl through the crowd to
ringside where the champion spears JBL through the barricade. A dazed
Batista is sent into the post and we finally get inside the ring.

JBL pounds him down into the corner and whips Batista with the
timekeeper’'s belt. The choke with the belt goes on longer than any human
would be alive but Batista fights out and whips JBL with the belt as
well. Batista hits the corner shoulders but charges into a boot and JBL’s
Clothesline is good for two. JBL brings in the steps and loads up a
powerbomb off of them, only to be backdropped down instead. Batista hits
the spinebuster and the Batista Bomb but he doesn’t cover. Instead he
picks up JBL again and powerbombs him onto the steps for the emphatic

pin.

Rating: D+. This wasn’t much at all and the ending was never in doubt.
It’s just over nine minutes and about a minute of that was spent on JBL
choking Big Dave. JBL was the main event jobber at this point which meant
he was ok at best. Batista was still the biggest star in the company at
this point but Cena was rising fast.

We recap Hogan vs. Michaels. Hogan was inducted into the Hall of Fame and



the fans chanted one more match. HBK was dealing with Muhammad Hassan and
Daivari and begged Hogan to join him for one more match. They teamed up

for the win at Backlash and became a semi-regular tag team until the 4%
of July when Shawn superkicked Hogan after a win. Shawn accused Hogan of
living off a reputation for twenty years, setting up a showdown here
tonight. Shawn turned heel for the build because goodness knows Hogan

isn’t getting booed on his nostalgia tour.

Shawn Michaels vs. Hulk Hogan

Michaels cools his heels on the floor before the bell as the fans are way
into this. Hogan easily wins the first lockup and shoves Shawn down a few
more times. The fans tell Shawn that he screwed Bret as he hooks a
headlock to take over for a few moments. A hard shoulder block puts Shawn
on the floor and Michaels stalls again. Back in and Shawn chops away
before being whipped onto the top rope for some punts to the ribs. Shawn
is crotched on the top and punched in the face for his efforts.

Michaels finally wises up and thumbs Hulk in the eye, only to have Hogan
come back with a backdrop. Hogan sends him to the floor and launches him
back inside before walking into some right hands and chops. Then comes
the mistake as Shawn slaps him in the face, cuing the Hulk Up. Shawn
slaps him again...and it seems to work. He fires off more chops but gets
sent into the corner for the Flair Flip and a big right hand to send
Shawn to the floor.

Hogan drops him on the announce table and pounds away with those “ham-
like” right hands. Shawn is posted but Hogan breaks the count at nine.
Hogan tries to ram him in again but Shawn slips off and posts Hulk
instead. The bald one is cut open and Shawn pounds away at the cut. They
fall to the mat with Shawn staying on the assault and the cut being in
such a goofy straight line that you almost have to chuckle.

Off to a sleeper with Hogan’'s blood GUSHING onto Shawn’s arm. Hogan’s arm
only drops twice and he comes out of it with a belly to back suplex. Both
guys are down and Hogan looks very confused. Back up and there’s the

forearm into the nipup but the big elbow misses. There’'s the finger point

but another forearm breaks up the big boot. The referee is bumped though



just before Shawn nips up again. Shawn goes to the wrong corner for the
elbow so instead he puts Hogan in the Sharpshooter as a second referee

slides in.

The hold stays on for a LONG time but Shawn has it on so badly that it’s
easily believed. Hogan makes the rope so Shawn loads it up again, only to
be kicked off and into another referee. With no referee, Shawn hits Hogan
low and grabs a chair. A bad looking shot to the head puts Hogan down and
there’s the big elbow. It didn’t work for Savage in 89 and it’'s not going
to work here. Sweet Chin Music gets two and I think you can fill in the
blanks here. One Hulk Up, big boot (with infamous overselling that would
make Rock say “DUDE tone it WAY down) and a legdrop later and we’re done.

Rating: C-. This is your standard Hogan match but that’s not exactly the
best thing to see in 2005. It’s a cool idea for a match in theory but it
didn’t quite hold up in actuality. Shawn had to tone his main event style
WAY down to let Hogan keep up with him and it was all nostalgia after
that. I'm ok with the booking here as Shawn didn’t need the win at all
and was the guy to put over everyone in his return so putting over Hogan
is fine. The match is worth seeing for historical significance but not

much more.
Shawn and Hogan make up and massive posing ends the show.

Overall Rating: D+. This is a hard one to grade as it’s not exactly a bad
show, but there’s nothing here that you should go out of your way to see
at all. This was a bad time for the company as they were in a big
transition to the new stuff but the new guys weren’t ready yet. That
leaves an uninteresting show with matches that were easy to predict. It’s
not terrible by any means and there are FAR worse shows out there, but
this isn’t worth seeing other than the main event for history.

Ratings Comparison

Chris Benoit vs. Orlando Jordan
Original: N/A

Redo: N/A



Matt Hardy vs. Edge

Original: B+

Redo: C+

Eddie Guerrero vs. Rey Mysterio
Original: B

Redo: B-

Kurt Angle vs. Eugene
Original: A+

Redo: D

Randy Orton vs. Undertaker
Original: B-

Redo: C+

John Cena vs. Chris Jericho
Original: C

Redo: C

Batista vs. John Bradshaw Layfield
Original: D

Redo: D+

Hulk Hogan vs. Shawn Michaels
Original: B-

Redo: C-

Overall Rating



Original: B
Redo: D+

The Eugene match was because I liked seeing Eugene get beaten up. The
overall rating doesn’t even make bad sense.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/08/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2

005-shawn-vs-hogan-and-cena-vs-batista/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Ring of Honor TV — August 12,
2015: I'm Getting There

Ring of Honor
Date: August 12, 2015
Location: William J. Myers Pavilion, Baltimore, Maryland

Commentators: King Corino, Kevin Kelly

It’s FINALLY a new batch of tapings as the show has moved from New York
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to Baltimore. The big story coming out of last week is the Tag Team Title
situation as Future Shock reformed to take down the Addiction in a non-
title match. This isn’t cool with Future Shock member Adam Cole’s stable
the Kingdom, who will likely have something to say about this tonight.
Let’s get to it.

Watanabe vs. ACH

Hey, it’s the guy that I still don’t get but keeps getting matches on TV
because he’s Japanese and therefore must be awesome. They chop it out to
start and Watanabe kneels down, telling ACH to chop him again. ACH
obliges before kneeling down, only to have Watanabe'’s chops work a bit
better. Back up and ACH backflips to set up a dropkick as Corino runs
down the Field of Honor card. Watanabe gets kicked to the floor and a
running kick to the chest from the apron puts him down again.

We take a break and come back with ACH working on the arm but getting
caught in a gordbuster. A backsplash (which is becoming too common of a
move these days) sets up a chinlock on ACH. That goes as far as a
chinlock can take you so ACH kicks him to the floor and hits a great

looking flip dive over the top.

Back in and Watanabe's fisherman’s buster is countered with a small
package for two. They head outside again with ACH running up the pole to
flip over, but he’s stupid enough to stand there and pose, allowing
Watanabe to hit a wicked overhead German suplex on the floor. A
fisherman’s buster gets two for Watanabe but ACH hits a brainbuster of
his own, setting up the Midnight Star (450) for the pin at 9:42.

Rating: C. Well that happened. Seriously this had no impact on me
whatsoever and was just nine minutes of wrestling with a commercial in
the middle. Watanabe is as generic of a Japanese wrestler as I've ever
seen and ACH can do flips. That doesn’t make me want to see either guy
again as they feel like archetypes instead of characters.

ReDRagon is ready for the Kingdom tonight but imply they drink their own
urine. Very simple, old school promo here, minus the last part that is.

From earlier in the day, ROH boss Nigel McGuinness was here to make some



announcements. He heard the FIVE MORE MINUTES chants at Death Before
Dishonor when Roderick Strong vs. Jay Lethal went to a sixth minute draw,
but the only thing that would happen in five more minutes was a serious

injury.

However, it’s clear that the people want to see more of these two, which
means we’'ll see it again at the August 21 TV tapings. The winner there
will take the title to All-Star Extravaganza on September 18 to defend
against Kyle 0’'Reilly. Also at All-Star Extravaganza, Bobby Fish will
face the TV Champion, whoever that may be at that time.

Dalton Castle and the Boys (as opposed to Dem Boys) pitch merchandise.
This guy just breathes charisma.

House of Truth vs. War Machine

It’s Diesel/Dijak for the House of Truth here with Lethal on commentary.
The heels jump War Machine at the call for the Code of Honor but Hanson
easily puts both of them on the top rope for some sledges to the corner.
Lethal: “TRUTH! TELL HIM TO SLOW DOWN!” Some good old fashioned double
team cheating lets Dijak kick Hanson in the face and Lethal is downright
giddy.

Hanson stays down as long as a monster is going to against someone like
Diesel and it’s quickly off to Rowe to clean house. Dijak throws Hanson
down with a release suplex and Diesel adds a spear for two. War Machine’s
Path of Resistance crushes Dijak and Hanson’s top rope splash makes it
even worse. Lethal: “SLOW DOWN!!!” Fallout (a belly to back suplex/top
rope guillotine legdrop) ends Diesel at 4:52. Oh and Hanson is facing
Lethal for the TV Title in a few weeks. This match makes so much more
sense all of a sudden.

Rating: C. I had fun with this as there’s always room for a Legion of
Doom style team to destroy various people, especially someone as pesky as
Diesel. Lethal was more entertaining on commentary than he was for years
imitating people and I can kind of see the massive appeal he carries.
Granted that’s likely to end as soon as I really don’'t care for his

matches.



Tim Hughes vs. Adam Page

This is the only match I can ever find listed for Hughes. Fans: “LET’'S GO
JOBBER!"” The Rite of Passage ends Hughes in 24 seconds.

BJ Whitmer yells at ROH for giving Page such an easy opponent. Page calls
out Jay Briscoe, much to Kelly’'s shock. As luck would have it, Briscoe
isn’t here. With that going nowhere, Whitmer yells at King Corino but
Nigel comes out to say cut it out. The fans, ever bloodthirsty, say LET
THEM FIGHT.

Back from a break with King Corino off commentary and Kelly going solo.
We see a clip of Corino nearly killing Whitmer last week to show where

this came from. I always appreciate stuff like that as not everyone saw
the previous show, so let us know what’s going on.

Kingdom vs. ReDRagon

Kingdom has finally lost their IWGP Tag Team Titles. Adam Cole comes out
to do commentary to a huge face reaction and Maria is freaked out.
0’'Reilly and Taven get things going with Kyle grabbing a headlock until
Taven comes back with a great sunset flip for two. It’s off to Bennett
vs. Fish as we have the standard double tag. Fish kicks Bennett in the
chest before it’s back to Kyle for a nice double suplex. A slingshot hilo
gets two for Fish and we take a break with Bennett getting low bridged to
the floor.

Back with Kyle diving off the apron to take Bennett down and Fish
swiveling his hips for reasons that aren’t clear. Maria offers a
distraction (I wonder how she pulled that off) and Taven gets in a kick
to the head to take over. Cole reiterates that he’s the only member of
the Kingdom ready to hold the World Title as Bennett puts Kyle in a
chinlock. Bennett’s Thesz press with punches and a middle finger elbow
are a rather bizarre including so it’s off to Taven for some choking in
the corner.

Kyle somehow grabs a leg bar for a breather and leg trips Taven down,
setting up the hot tag to Bobby. Fish cleans house but Taven blocks the
exploder suplex into the corner. The second attempt works a bit better



though and Fish keeps cleaning house. Everything breaks down but Taven is
able to escape Chasing the Dragon. There’s a choke to Bennett instead but
he spins around for a running boot from Taven.

Matt’s high angle Swanton gets two on Fish and the wheelbarrow suplex
gets the same for Kyle. 0’'Reilly eats a superkick and it’'s time for
everyone to kick with Taven kicking Kyle into the ropes for a superkick
from Bennett. Hail Mary (spike piledriver) on the floor crushes Kyle
again and Cole isn’t happy. Back in and Fish tries to go it alone but
Taven kicks him in the face, setting up another Hail Mary for the pin at
14:04.

Rating: C+. This got a bit too insane for my tastes but they’'re nailing
the story at this point and I'm digging this more than almost anything
else in ROH right now. Though to be fair, Maria has a lot to do with
that. Good match here and you can see Cole’s full on face turn (he’s like
90% there already) on the horizon.

Post match the Kingdom loads up another Hail Mary but Cole comes in and
says cool it, which Maria agrees with to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. I'm starting to get into the stories around here,
though I'm still not wild on a lot of the wrestling stuff. The tag team
situation is getting better every week as you can see where they’re going
with things, which as usual is a positive. The Jay Lethal stuff can work
for awhile but they can only carry this on so long before the midcard
starts to suffer. Good show this week though and I'm hopeful going
forward.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:


http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Summerslam Count-Up - 2004:
The Future Is Now....Until
Next Month At Least

Summerslam 2004

Date: August 15, 2004

Location: Air Canada Center, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Attendance: 17,640

Announcers: Jim Ross, Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Tazz

A year has passed but not a lot has really changed. Evolution still runs
Raw but Benoit has jumped shows and is the World Champion. Over on
Smackdown we have Angle in another rematch from Wrestlemania against
Eddie Guerrero, although not for the title this time. John Bradshaw
Layfield, now a businessman instead of a bar fighter, beat Guerrero for
the title over the summer and gets to defend against Undertaker tonight.
HHH on the other hand is fighting a slow guy named Eugene at the second
biggest show of the year. Let’s get to it.

The theme this year is the WWE Olympic Games. It’s definitely more on the
cute side than serious, but that could be said about a lot of
Summerslams.

The theme song is Summertime Blues by Rush so we get some good music. The
video focuses on almost all of the big matches but doesn’t give a ton of
backstory.

Dudleys vs. Paul London/Rey Mysterio/Billy Kidman

This was when the Dudley Boyz were under Spike’'s (Cruiserweight Champion)
leadership and going to war with the Cruiserweight division for lack of
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regular sized tag teams to feud against. Spike recently beat Rey for the
title so this is technically two feuds combined into one since London and
Kidman are Smackdown tag champions. Kidman fires off forearms to D-Von to
start before taking him down via an armdrag. Off to London with some more

forearms and a nice dropkick for two.

Bubba cheats like a true Bully was and the bad guys take over. Spike
comes in off the top with a double stomp to the ribs as the fans want
tables. Bubba comes in and suplexes London down while calling him a piece
of crap and threatening to beat his face in. You can’t go wrong with a
loudmouthed New Yorker who can fight. Off to D-Von for a chinlock as Cole
is already at two vintages less than four minutes into the match. London
ducks a Bubba clothesline to knock D-Von to the floor.

An enziguri puts Bubba down and there’s the hot tag to Mysterio. Rey gets
two beat on Spike in an attempt to get revenge for being put through a
table. Dropping the Dime gets two on Spike and a top rope rana gets the
same. Rey hits a springboard seated senton to Rey and a big facejam to D-
Von. Kidman tags himself in and hits a jumping back elbow off the top
(love that move) to Spike.

The BK Bomb (Sky High) gets two on Spike and everything breaks down.
London dives off the top to the floor to take out Bubba as Rey and Kidman
hit a Hart Attack on Spike. 619 to Spike sets up the Shooting Star for
two but D-Von makes the save. Rey dives at D-Von but only hits barricade
before Ray kills London with a clothesline. Kidman tries to fight off
both big Dudleys on his own but walks into 3D with Spike getting the pin.

Rating: C. Good choice for an opener here but it might have been better
to split this up and give us two title matches instead. Still though,
starting things off with a fast paced tag match is always a good idea as
it sets the pace for the rest of the show. The good guys’ high spots were
more than enough to fire up the crowd and the show is off to a fast
start, which is the goal of an opener.

We recap Matt Hardy vs. Kane. Matt’s girlfriend Lita slept with Kane to
keep him from destroying Matt but got pregnant as a result. The solution?
A match to determine who Lita has to marry of course. What else would it



have been?

Matt Hardy vs. Kane

We get to see Lita in something resembling a dress which is a rare
visual. This is called a Til Death Do Us Part match which I guess 1is
similar to the Love Her Or Leave Her match in 1999, but I'm pretty sure
it's a standard one on one match. Matt jumps Kane from the opening bell
and hits a running clothesline in the corner. The Side Effect gets two
and kane is sent to the apron. A middle rope Fameasser brings Kane back

inside and a nearly botched tornado DDT gets two.

Matt pounds on Kane in the corner as this is completely one sided so far.
As soon as I say that, Kane comes back with a huge uppercut to lay Matt
out. Kane chokes away both on the mat and in the corner before staring at
Lita. Kane misses a charge and gets low bridged to the floor so Matt can
hit a big dive. A Twist of Fate on the floor has Kane in trouble but
there’s no count on the floor. Kane sits up and gets back in at nine so
Matt goes back to the stomping.

Lita slides in the ring bell and distracts the referee long enough for
Matt to knock Kane silly for two. Back up and Hardy has to fight out of a
chokeslam bid but gets caught by a big boot to the face. Kane goes up top
but gets crotched, sending Matt up for a top rope DDT. You don’'t go up
top with Kane though as he grabs Matt by the throat and a top rope
chokeslam is good for the pin.

Rating: C. This was short but fun while it lasted. Matt was working hard
out there but he was just up against too much. The top rope chokeslam
looked good too with Matt bouncing off the canvas. Kane was good as a
ruthless monster like this and the evil smiles helped a lot. Lita’'s early
days as a heel were fun give what was coming for her in the coming years.

Randy Ortno says tonight is about the rise of a new star, but someone
stops him in his tracks. John Cena shows up and takes the spotlight from
Orton and offers to hook Orton up with his own merchandise. Cena polls
the audience and they don’t think he’s winning the title tonight. He’s
still in the full on rapper mode but he’'s clearly working as hard as he

can at it which is what gets you noticed. Orton doesn’t care what the



people think because he’s winning the title tonight.

Booker T. vs. John Cena

Booker is US Champion but this is the first match in a best of 5 series
for the title, meaning the belt isn’t on the line here. Cena won the
title at Wrestlemania but was stripped of it by then GM Kurt Angle with
Booker winning it a few weeks later. They slug it out in the middle of
the ring to start until Cena gets two off a hard clothesline. Booker
elbows out of a hammerlock and chops away but another clothesline puts

him down.

Cena hits the Throwback for two but Booker crotches him on the top and
knocks Cena out to the floor to take over. Back in and Booker fires off a
hook kick to the jaw and drops a knee to the head. The side kick (called
a spin kick by Cole despite a lack of spinning) puts Cena down and it's
off to a quickly broken camel clutch. Booker stops Cena’'s comeback and
it's off to a chinlock. Cena fights up and gets two off a quick small
package before avoiding the ax kick. John makes his comeback with his
usual array of strikes, only to get caught in a facejam, setting up the

Spinarooni....but Booker walks into the FU for the pin.

Rating: D+. This wasn’t much and it’s kind of stupid to have the first
match of a best of five series here. The whole thing wouldn’t end until
October, dragging the idea out WAY too long. It wasn’t bad but this felt
like it could have been on any given episode of Smackdown. Also did we
really need to have the champion lose clean in less than seven minutes?

Teddy Long, still the Smackdown GM, brags about the best of 5 series idea
to himself. Eric Bischoff comes in (Teddy: “Hey it’s the head cracker
that runs Raw.”) and laughs at Smackdown for having so many GM’s. He
thinks Teddy will be out of a job by Survivor Series. This is being
written nearly nine years later and Teddy is still kicking around on
Smackdown and has been GM on and off the entire time. Anyway Long says
he’d love to take Bischoff’s nephew Eugene to Smackdown and making him a
huge star. Apparently that offer is good for anyone sick of Bischoff’s
honsense.

Intercontinental Title: Edge vs. Chris Jericho vs. Batista




Edge is defending and Batista has been destroying everyone left and right
leading up to this with a big running clothesline. Batista jumps Edge
during his entrance but Jericho is quickly on Big Dave. The fans are
surprisingly behind Jericho despite us being in Edge’s hometown. Batista
starts firing off the shoulder blocks in the corner and catches a cross
body in a powerslam to put Jericho down. Edge comes in just in time to
break up the Batista Bomb with Jericho going to the floor.

Batista drops Edge face first on the buckle with snake eyes but Jericho
breaks up the big clothesline. Edge dropkicks Batista to the floor...and
is booed out of the building. 0dd indeed. He joins the challengers on the
floor and sends Batista shoulder first into the steps as the fans say
they want Christian. Instead they get a battle of the Canadians in the
ring with Jericho being the HUGE favorite. Edge takes over and the booing

begins again.

Jericho counters the Edgecution into a Walls attempt but Edge counters
that into a small package for two. Edge rolls through a cross body for
two but now the Walls go on full. Jericho pulls him away from the ropes
and Edge is in big trouble but Batista makes the last second save. He
sends Jericho into the post but gets caught by a tornado DDT from Edge
for two.

Chris is back up just in time to break up the spear to Batista, because
why would you want the monster taken down? Batista hits the spinebuster
on Jericho for two as Edge saves. He escapes a spinebuster from Batista
as well before getting two on a rollup to Jericho. Jericho makes another
comeback on Edge with the fans entirely behind him. The bulldog takes
Edge down but he has to dropkick Batista down, allowing Edge to spear his
fellow Canadian down to retain.

Rating: C-. This came off like a forced heel turn for Edge and the full
turn would be coming very soon. Jericho being the big favorite was only
somewhat surprising as he was a native countryman but you would expect
Edge to have been a bit popular there. The match was nothing special but
the idea was to keep Batista down which is a nice rub for him and his

time was coming soon.



We recap Eddie Guerrero vs. Kurt Angle. Eddie beat Angle at Wrestlemania
to retain the title and then Angle’s neck legitimately gave out so he was
made GM. Angle then made the decision that cost Eddie the title (the
right call actually) and then screwed him over in the rematch, setting up

the second match here.

Eddie Guerrero vs. Kurt Angle

Technical stuff to start with Eddie actually surviving on the mat. The
fans are almost entirely behind Angle but it’s Eddie going for the ankle.
When that gets him nowhere it’s off to a headlock instead but you know
Angle isn’'t going to stand for that very long. He hooks a keylock on
Eddie’s arm but Eddie gets out with a fireman’s carry. Off to an armbar
by Guerrero but Angle spins out, only to be caught in the ankle lock in
the middle of the ring.

Kurt finally rolls over and rakes the eyes to escape before hooking an
Angle Slam for two. There go the straps and the ankle lock is locked on
Eddie, only to have him counter into another one of his own. Kurt
counters THAT into his second ankle lock but Guerrero makes it to the
ropes. Angle’s heavy Luther Reigns gets in a cheap shot and Kurt goes

right back to the hold but Eddie makes another rope.

Back in the middle of the ring and Angle hooks a very modified STF as the
mat work continues nonstop. Kurt goes to a regular leg lock and starts
taking off Eddie’s boot which is what cost him the Wrestlemania match.
Off to a chinlock with a leg trap but Eddie fights up and gets a
jawbreaker and an Angle Slam of his own. Yeah Kurt LOVED the whole
stealing finishers bit.

Back up and Eddie fires away as his boot is almost off. The Three Amigos
put Angle down but he pops up and runs the corner to suplex Guerrero down
before the frog splash. The Angle Slam is countered into a DDT but the
frog splash misses. Now the Angle Slam connects for two (duh) and the
fans are behind Guerrero. Angle rips Eddie’s boot off and the ankle lock
goes on again, but this time Eddie rolls through, sending Kurt into the
referee.

A boot shot to the head puts down both Angle and Reigns but Eddie throws



the boot down and drops to the mat like a good cheater. The frog splash
gets two and the fans changes sides again. Eddie complains to the referee
and the ankle lock goes on again, this time forcing the tap out.

Rating: B. This was entertaining but it felt like it skipped a few gears.
The seven straight minutes of mat work were good but when you go from
that into the traditional main event style it’s kind of a big jump. Angle
looked good out there but Eddie really didn’t do much. It felt like we
were just waiting on Angle to finally catch him and then he did to end
the match.

We recap HHH vs. Eugene. Rock saved Eugene from an attack but Eugene said
HHH was his favorite wrestler. HHH used this to his advantage and made
Eugene an honorary member of Evolution. Flair: “It’ll kill our gimmick!”
HHH said it was just to get the title back but Eugene wound up costing
HHH his rematch against Benoit, leading to the Evolution beatdown. This
led to HHH destroying Eugene’s friend William Regal, setting up HHH vs.
Eugene tonight. You know, HHH, the multi-time world champion against a

slow guy who learned to wrestle watching TV.

HHH vs. Eugene

They slug it out to start and HHH stomps him into the corner. Eugene
comes back with an elbow to the face and a backdrop, sending HHH rolling
to the floor. An ax handle off the apron puts HHH down and the booing
begins. As in people are booing Eugene. This sounds like a good time for
a sidebar.

For those of you that weren’t around in 2004, Eugene was easily the most
over guy on the roster for a few weeks. I mean his music would play and
the crowd would just explode, no matter what city they were in. Even I
was a big fan of the guy. He was such a fun and innocent character that
it was almost impossible to not like him. It was so goofy to see him
doing Stunners and Rock Bottoms and stuff Junk Yard Dog did back in the
day because it was like watching a five year old wrestle. Then one night
he was shown in a gym beating William Regal in a chain wrestling contest,
making him even more popular.

In other words, the Eugene character was a full on success. This is where



WWE screwed everything up. Instead of just letting Eugene be what he was
and make occasional appearances to pop the crowd (or open house show
matches beating some annoying heel), they pushed it too far. The minute
they put him in a story about the world title with main event level guys,

it was all over.

At the end of the day, that’s just not what the people wanted Eugene to
be. They wanted it to be fun and silly so they could have a good time
with it, but WWE tried to make it serious, completely killing the joke.
As soon as you tell fans that Eugene’s character has a problem, you’re no
longer laughing at a guy who does goofy things but rather you’re laughing
at a slow guy, which no one wants to do.

This lead to the fans not wanting to watch Eugene anymore, because he
really was just a guy doing a bunch of random wrestling moves and had no
business being at this level (Note that Nick Dinsmore, the guy that
portrayed Eugene is a very talented wrestler. His character was what
didn’t belong here, not Dinsmore himself. BIG difference). When you try
to force the fans to like something in a way they don’t want to, it’s
going to blow up in a hurry. The lesson to be learned: don’t make the
audience go somewhere they don’t want to go, because at the end of the
day they make the decisions, not the company.

So anyway HHH hides behind Lillian to get the advantage and rams Eugene
into the barricade before heading back inside for some stomping. He loads
up the announce table but Eugene suplexes him back in to block. Eugene
pounds away back inside but HHH sends him to the floor. Back in and HHH
hits some backbreakers after suckering Eugene in after faking an injury.
Eugene comes back so HHH begs off again, only to be pulled into a Rock
Bottom and a People’s Elbow, with the latter being pulled into a
spinebuster from HHH.

They head outside again with HHH sending him into the steps, busting
Eugene’s shoulder open. Back inside and HHH continues toying with him
before hooking a sleeper. Eugene shakes his finger at two arm drops
before powering up and pounding away. He Hulks Up, catches the boot and
does the Austin version of the finger in the face before hitting a
Stunner. Back to the floor (again?) and here’s Flair.



Eugene hits the big boot and legdrop for two but has to deck Flair. A
Pedigree is countered into a catapult and Eugene hits one of his own but
it’s Flair making the save. Flair trips Eugene and gets ejected, drawing
out Regal to knock Flair out cold. The distraction lets HHH hit the
Pedigree for the pin on Eugene.

Rating: D-. Let’s recap: it took fourteen minutes and help from Flair for
HHH to beat Eugene. On the other hand, we had to sit through fourteen
minutes of HHH vs. Eugene and HHH had to sell most of the offense. AT
SUMMERSLAM! This was the death of the Eugene character, even though he
would win the tag titles with Regal soon after this. Somehow he went on
THREE MORE YEARS, which is remarkable after how stupid this match was.

Now let’s waste more time with Divas Dodgeball, which is exactly what it
sounds like. This is taking place at a basketball practice facility so
you know the live crowd is THRILED. It’s good looking girls basically in
swimsuits and another team in uniforms. This is beneath me and that’'s all
there is to it. It’s the main roster Divas vs. the Diva Search girls and
after about five minutes of intros we get to the two minute game. The
Diva Search girls dominate and win.

Smackdown World Title: Undertaker vs. John Bradshaw Layfield

No real story here other than Taker has to get a title shot at one PPV a
year. They quickly head to the floor and taker has to glare JBL’s goon
Orlando Jordan down before punching the champion in the face. Back inside
but JBL punches his way out of 0ld School. A neckbreaker puts Taker down
and a side slam gets two. Jibbles hits a top rope shoulder for two more
but Taker pulls him down with an armbar of all things.

Now 0ld School connects and a downward spiral gets two before Taker

cranks on a triangle choke. Back up and they trade big boots but Taker
has to knock Jordan off the apron. JBL takes him down and wraps the leg
around the post before cracking the ankle with a chair. The bad knee is
rammed into the announce table and we head back inside with JBL busting

out a Robinsdale Crunch of all things.

Off to a side leg lock but Taker quickly counters into a half crab. Taker
switches over to a knee bar and the fans are loudly booing. Back up and



Taker punches him out to the floor with a big right hand going into JBL's
jaw. The fans want the Spanish table but get the apron leg drop and more

standing around. Back in and JBL gets punched off the top, setting up an

Undertaker superplex but JBL goes right back to the knee to take over. He
tries a spinning toehold but gets caught by the throat.

Taker hits a spinebuster of all things for two and the fans are counting
down to something. The jumping clothesline puts JBL down but Taker’s knee
is bothering him. A Snake Eyes and big clothesline combination gets two
on the champion. The chokeslam connects but JBL gets a shoulder up to
surprise the crowd. Here comes the tombstone but Taker has to get rid of
Jordan again, allowing the Clothesline to put the dead man down for two.

Now the fans are behind Undertaker as he pounds away in the corner. There
goes the referee and a double big boot puts both guys down. Jordan throws
in the title so JBL can knock Taker out but even with Jordan picking up
the referee’s hand it’s only good for two. Another Jordan distraction
lets JBL hit a second Clothesline for no cover. He pounds away in the

corner and gets caught in the Last Ride but there’s STILL no referee. A

delayed cover gets two and here’s Jordan for the 4" time but Taker
knocks the title out of his hand, decks JBL with it, and gets caught for
the LAME disqualification.

Rating: D. I've seen worse matches but the ending dragged it into the
ground. This needed about five minutes taken away and added to the
previous match to make the best out of everything. The match just went
WAY too long and they had to repeat things so many times that the fans
were chanting for the table instead of the match. This would be a
repetitive pattern for JBL matches for the next eight months or so. Also
what happened to Taker’s leg injury after about ten minutes in?

Taker chokeslams JBL through the roof of his limousine for revenge and to
fill in some time. JBL does a stretcher job.

Wrestlemania 21 is in LA.

Raw World Title: Randy Orton vs. Chris Benoit

Orton won a battle royal a month ago to set this up. It’s weird to see



Orton with hair, regular colored skin and few tattoos. The fans of course
are more interested in telling Earl Hebner that he screwed Bret. Feeling
out process to start with Benoit taking it into the corner for a clean
break. Benoit takes it to the mat and puts on a hard chinlock which gets
him nowhere. Off to a test of strength with the taller Orton taking over,
but Benoit comes back with pure leverage.

Benoit hooks an armbar as we reset a bit. Orton fights up and is
armdragged right back down to the mat with Benoit cranking away on the
arm. That goes nowhere so Benoit tries a Sharpshooter but Orton kicks him
off and puts on one of his own. Benoit counters into his own Sharpshooter
but it’s not on full, allowing Orton to get to the ropes. The Crossface
doesn’t go on full either so they head to the floor where Benoit is
whipped into the barricade.

There'’s the Spanish table chant again as Benoit is sent shoulder first
into the post. Back in and Orton puts on an armbar of his own, showing
some basic psychology. Orton drops him ribs first across the top rope and
the fight moves to the outside with Benoit hitting a kind of DDT onto the
apron to take over. Chris tries a suicide dive but rams his head into the
barricade as Orton moves to the side. Back in and Orton wrenches the neck
around before putting on something resembling a camel clutch.

Orton puts Benoit over his shoulder for a powerbomb but steps forward
into a neckbreaker for two in a nice move. We hit the chinlock which is
actually a smart move here. Back up and both guys hit cross bodies for a
double knockout. They slug it out with the champion taking over via a
series of forearms to the head. Orton blocks the rolling Germans but gets

caught in a northern lights for two.

Randy fights off a superplex and hits a high cross body for two, crushing
Benoit’s head again in the process. Chris ducks a clothesline and hits a
release German suplex before putting on the Sharpshooter. Two arm drops
later and Orton gets to the ropes, only to be caught in a long series of
rolling Germans for two. Benoit loads up the Swan Dive but Orton gets up
the knee, driving it right into Benoit’s jaw. That'’s hard to watch today.
Orton’s cover is countered into a bad looking Crossface but Orton rolls
away to escape. Back up and another Crossface attempt is countered into



the RKO out of nowhere for the pin and the title.

Rating: B+. This took a bit to get going but I really liked the ending
with the RKO hitting from nowhere. It caught the technical master off
guard which was the right idea given that Orton is younger and faster.
It’s a good match and Benoit put Orton over clean right in the middle of

the ring. You can’t ask for more than that.

Orton celebrates as Benoit leaves but Chris comes back and demands that

Orton be a man and shake his hand.

Overall Rating: D. This show really wasn’t all that good. You have two
good matches out of eight on the card (faces being 2-6 on this show
didn’t help things) with Angle vs. Guerrero having been done better at
Wrestlemania and Benoit vs. Orton being done again the next night on Raw.
Undertaker vs. JBL would go on for a few more months while Benoit would
drop out of the title scene. Orton’s push would be stopped cold as HHH
would beat him for the title a month later and hold onto it until April
because that’s what HHH does. This isn’t a good show though and is one of

the worst Summerslams in a long time.

Ratings Comparison

Dudleys vs. Billy Kidman/Paul London/Rey Mysterio
Original: B-

Redo: C

Matt Hardy vs. Kane

Original: B

Redo: C

John Cena vs. Booker T

Original: D

Redo: D+



Chris Jericho vs. Edge vs. Batista
Original: C

Redo: C-

Eddie Guerrero vs. Kurt Angle
Original: C-

Redo: B

HHH vs. Eugene

Original: D

Redo: D-

John Bradshaw Layfield vs. Undertaker
Original: B-

Redo: D

Chris Benoit vs. Randy Orton
Original: A

Redo: B+

Overall Rating

Original: C+

Redo: D

What was I thinking on that Undertaker match?

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Impact Wrestling — August 12,
2015: It Had To Start
Somewhere

Impact Wrestling
Date: August 12, 2015
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida

Commentators: D'Angelo Dinero, Josh Matthews

They'’re here! Tonight is the first time we’ll be seeing Global Force
Wrestling talent (other than the Jarretts that is) on TNA TV. With Bully
Ray out of action, Jeff Jarrett has offered to be in charge tonight and
have the GFW talent come in and help out for a night. I'm sure this won't
go badly for TNA whatsoever. Let’s get to it.

The Jarretts and Global Force wrestlers arrive.

We open with a recap of how Jeff got to be in charge tonight and run down
the card of interpromotional matches, including a King of the Mountain
match for the King of the Mountain Title.

Here are the Jarretts to open things up with Jeff being so thankful that
he answered that call from TNA management. He left TNA on a positive note
and has founded Global Force Wrestling, which is about competing at the
highest level. Everyone can connect to competing and tonight is all about
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creating a new rivalry. Tonight is about the best of the best squaring
off and Jeff runs down the card, including a dream match between Trevor
Lee/Brian Myers (Curt Hawkins) vs. the Wolves. That’s not a dream match
dude.

The main event is the King of the Mountain match for the vacant title,
but here’s Eric Young to protest. Young says he doesn’t care about the
fans but declares himself God because he’s decided the fate of the World
Title not once but twice. He took a war hero’s leg because he felt like
it, so Jeff can be the promoter and bookerman and put himself in a match
against Eric for the King of the Mountain Title.

Jeff says he isn’t a wrestler anymore so he won’'t be defending the title
here. This title isn’t just going to be defended in Global Force or TNA,
because it’s going to be defended around the world. If Young wants in on
the first King of the Mountain match, he’s in. Young is happy but beats
down Jeff anyway, but here’s the GFW roster for the save. The TNA roster
comes out and it’s a big brawl. This was a decent segment, but it would

have been better had we not heard the card five minutes earlier.

Post break the GFW guys are all upset but Jeff comes in to say this isn’t
an invasion and they need to just go win their matches.

Lei’'D Tapa vs. Awesome Kong

Josh acts like Tapa is someone most of us wouldn’t know. For something
that makes sense, we don’t know her big manager Royal Red. Red is nice
enough to introduce himself (“My name is Royal Red”) before going on
about how awesome Tapa is. They ram into each other to start with Kong
getting the better of it off a corner splash, followed by a cross body
for two.

Pope brings up Barbarian being Tapa’s uncle as Kong gets two off a
splash. Tapa comes back with a Samoan drop for two but Kong fires off
strikes to the head, capped off by the spinning backfist. A chokeslam
drops Lei’D and a clothesline puts her on the floor. Kong gets pulled
outside as well and it’s a double countout at 4:42.

Rating: D+. Well that happened. I still have no idea why I’'m supposed to



care about Tapa (I mean, other than being Barbarian’s niece of course)
and this was just two big girls slamming into each other. Why that’s
supposed to be appealing to me isn’t clear, as it came off as a lame
match that we’ve seen about a dozen times between the likes of Kamala and

King Kong Bundy, though not as memorable.

PJ Black (Justin Gabriel) and Drew Galloway are in the King of the
Mountain match.

Black is ready for the match but has to take a phone call.
Drew Galloway is going to stand up for TNA and himself.

Here's Bobby Roode to talk about how insane everything is here, but he’s
ticked off. Roode isn’t happy with not being in the main event already,
so if Jarrett has a problem with him, come say it to his face. First
though, Roode would like Rockstar Spud to come out here. Roode says Spud
must be proud as a peacock after his win last week but Spud looks
worried. Last week, Spud showed that anyone can defeat anyone at any
time, “even little old you Spuddy.”

Spud doesn’t think he’d ever be here with Bobby Roode and have him be
such a condescending jerk. The Rockstar is tired of being told he
shouldn’t be here, because he said he’d be a wrestler and then he did it.
Then he said he’d be a champion in TNA and he did it. Then he said he’d
cash in the X-Division Title and fight for the World Title and he did it.
Roode is mad about Aries being gone but don’t take it out on Spud,

because Roode is coming off like a bully that takes kids’ lunch money.

Roode doesn’t like Spud talking like that and says he’'d take Spud out
where Aries failed. That’s enough for Spud who drills Roode in the face,
only to get his head taken off by a clothesline. Roode chokes Spud with
his shirt and beats him on the floor until we go to a break. Good segment
here as Roode continues to be as talented as ever and Spud overachieves

like few I've ever seen.

After a break, Jarrett and Roode yell at each other in the back until
Roode says Jeff isn’t his boss anymore and tells him to get out of his
face.



Jesse Godderz vs. Lashley

The winner is in the King of the Mountain match. Godderz won’t let
Lashley pose on the ropes so Lashley press slams him with ease. Jesse
bails to the floor to avoid the spear as the announcers talk about Ronda
Rousey. Back in and the running shoulder in the corner has Jesse in
trouble and a delayed vertical suplex with one arm makes things even

worse.

Jesse gets in a nice dropkick and drive some forearms into the face. He
makes the mistake of trying a hold on the mat though, allowing Lashley to
easily pick Jesse up and throw him down. Some rolling suplexes have Jesse
reeling but the spear is countered by a powerslam for two. The Adonis
Lock is easily countered though and the spear sends Lashley to the main
event at 5:45.

Rating: C-. This could have been much worse, but I don’t see much for
Godderz after this, which is a shame as he was finding a nice groove for
himself with the Adonis gimmick. That being said, this is a good use for
guys like you. You don’t has to put main eventers like Lashley against
other main event talent all the time and Jesse isn’t really crushed by

the loss. Hopefully he bounces back, but I wouldn’t get my hopes up.

We recap last week’s Full Metal Mayhem match with Ethan Carter III
retaining over Matt Hardy.

Drew Galloway is unconscious in the back, in the same place where Bully

Ray was laid out.

Dixie Carter is with the Jarretts...wait if she’s here, WHY IS SHE NOT IN
CHARGE??? The three of them think someone is trying to take down the
companies working together. Jeff will fix the main event.

Here are Ethan Carter III and Tyrus with something to say. Ethan talks
about this title representing a culmination of his life’s work and that
it proves he’s better than anyone in any locker room across the world.
Last week he defended the title in a car crash after Matt Hardy caught
lightning in a bottle (read as he won a match thrown together as a #1
contenders match when he backdropped someone through a table).



Ethan denies sucking because he defends this title in God Mode. Cue Matt
Hardy because losing in his signature match isn’t enough of a reason to
end this story. Matt says Ethan has a claim of being the best in the
world right now, but he won’t take his eyes off Carter until he wins the
title. No one knows more about dusting yourself off and marching forward
than Matt Hardy because he will not die.

Ethan respects Matt for hitting him harder than anyone else ever has, but
the people will get to decide if Matt gets another shot. This ends as you
would expect, with Matt having a belt bounced off his face. I have no
idea why this is still going, but the more I think about it, who else
does Carter have to face? Everyone else has left the company or he’s
already beaten them.

Taryn Terrell tells the Dollhouse to beat Gail Kim in a cage match.

Christopher Mordetzky (Chris Masters) is in the King of the Mountain
match for no given reason and says he’ll win.

Brian Myers/Trevor Lee vs. Wolves

Non-title and Lee is an indy regular who looks like a caveman. Davey and
Myers (who looks a bit like AJ Styles with bad hair) start things off and
the Wolves quickly take over with their precision double teaming. The
Wolves send them to the floor for a pair of baseball slides and suicide
dives as this is one sided so far. Back in and Lee gets in a shot on

Eddie to take over, allowing Myers to slap on a chinlock.

A nice double hurricanrana puts Myers and Lee down, setting up the hot
tag to Davey. We get the eternally stupid “dropkick an opponent to make
him DDT his own partner because HE DOESN’'T LET GO” spot from Davey before
he slugs it out with Lee. Myers plants Davey with a nice Downward Spiral
into a German suplex from Lee, only to have the throw into the kick and
powerbomb/backstabber combo take out Trevor for the pin at 6:24.

Rating: C. The match was fine but are Lee and Myers really the best team
GFW has? They were decent enough but it’s just Curtis Hawkins and some
guy. That'’s Jarrett’s idea of a dream match? It’s good enough as a stand
alone match but if this was supposed to be some big clash, they’re in



major trouble.

Lashley says of course he can win tonight but he’s also here to defend
TNA, which no one is talking about.

Sonjay Dutt vs. Tigre Uno

Non-title. The fans are behind the former TNA mainstay Dutt. Tigre gets
in a quick kick to start and ties up Dutt’s arms into his legs, setting
up a running dropkick on the mat. Back up and Dutt hurricanranas Tigre

out to the floor and does it again on the outside. A springboard splash
gets two for Sonjay and it’s time to go for the mask. That goes nowhere
so Dutt takes him to the top and poses, allowing Tigre to roll through

into a sunset flip for the pin at 3:36.

Rating: D+. As I said earlier, well that happened. It’s another three
minute X-Division match with some decent flips and dives but no real
reason to care about the match. They’re building Tigre up into something,
but there needs to be either some more time or an actual story instead of
these one off matches.

Jeff comes up to Ethan in the back to praise him, but Ethan claims it'’s a
sham. Jarrett suggests that Ethan watch the main event, because the
winner gets a title shot next week.

Mr. Anderson says the microphone doesn’t define him but it does define
his success. It was on that very spot where Bram attacked him, but he’ll
go home when he’'s ready. Today isn’t that day, because next week it’s a

microphone match, which means mic on a pole minus the pole.

Next week is Turning Point. This would be their second special in three

weeks.

King of the Mountain Title: PJ Black vs. Chris Mordetzky vs. Lashley vs.

Eric Young vs. ?77?

The title is vacant coming in and the mystery replacement is....Robbie E.
The rules here are complicated, as it’s a reverse ladder match where you
have to hang the belt in order to win. However, before you can do that,

you have to qualify by getting a pin or submission. Whoever is pinned or



submits is sent to a penalty box for two minutes, meaning there could be
some strategy involved.

Lashley spears Young down for a pin in less than thirty seconds to
qualify and send Young to the penalty box. Black does the same to Chris
off a top rope sunset flip to make this a three way for now. Lashley
cleans house but charges into the post, allowing E. to nail him with a
top rope clothesline. Another one from PJ looks to get a pin but Black
and Robbie get in a fight.

The Boom Drop is enough to pin Black and Robbie is eligible, only to get

speared down to give Lashley another pin. Lashley is the only person not

in the box at the moment but Young and Chris get out (after more than two
minutes) to keep Lashley from winning in four minutes. Back from a break

with Lashley being sent to the floor, allowing Mordetzky to roll Young up
for the pin, meaning only Young isn’t eligible.

Mordetzky puts Lashley in the full nelson but Robbie dives off the box to
take them both down in a completely unnecessary spot. Robbie and Black
chop it out on the floor and Young gets out of the cage as we have a
ladder brought in. Young piledrives Robbie on the steps for the pin and
all five are now eligible. Black stops Mordetzky from climbing the ladder
but Lashley comes in and cleans house, only to have Young stop his climb.

Eric starts cleaning house with the title but Black springboards in ala
Shelton Benjamin for a slugout on top of the ladder. Lashley spears Young
down but Black would rather hit the 450 (meaning knees to the chest) on
Lashley before climbing up and hanging the title for the win at 14:58.

Rating: C. Black winning is a nice surprise but he comes off as the guy
that loses the title to the first big name to be champion. I'm still not
a fan of this match as it’s such a mess but at least they had something
big for the ending. It’s also nice to have GFW actually win something for
a change tonight, but this wasn’t anything great.

Ethan comes out to pose with his title to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. Where do I even start? First and foremost: the GFW
contingent mainly consists of Sonjay Dutt, Chris Masters, Curt Hawkins



and Justin Gabriel. I know GFW doesn’t have the world’s strongest roster,
but good night that'’s the best they can do on the first time they’re on
the national stage?

Other than that, the main problem here is the matches not being very
good. The wrestling wasn’t bad, but it’s a bunch of WWE rejects/former
TNA guys out there fighting what’s left of the TNA roster. How is this
supposed to be interesting to anyone but the rosters themselves? This
felt like a desperate shot at saving the company and it really, really
didn’t work. The show was better than some of TNA’s previous offerings
due to just being different, but this is far from the answer to their
many prayers.

Results
Awesome Kong vs. Lei’D Tapa went to a double countout
Lashley b. Jesse Godderz — Spear

Wolves b. Brian Myers/Trevor Lee — Powerbomb/Backstabber combination to
Lee

Tigre Uno b. Sonjay Dutt — Sunset flip

PJ Black b. Lashley, Robbie E., Chris Mordetzky and Eric Young — Black
hung the title

NXT — August 12, 2015: I Want
A Hug

NXT

Date: August 12, 2015

Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Byron Saxton, Corey Graves, Rich Brennan
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It’s time for another show built around a #1 contenders match as Bayley
is facing Becky Lynch for the right to go to Brooklyn and challenge Sasha
Banks for the Women's Title. The Takeover card is mostly set and it's
time to firm things up, which can often lead to the best shows in a

cycle. Let’s get to it.

After last week’s show, Regal confirmed that Owens vs. Balor will indeed
be a ladder match. This was a long speech from Regal, clocking in at
about 90 seconds.

Opening sequence.

Solomon Crowe vs. Tye Dillinger

It’s the debut of Dillinger’s Perfect 10 gimmick, which has been tearing
up the NXT house shows lately. This is a simple one: Dillinger does moves
and then holds up cards with scores on them. They fight over wrist and
arm control to start before some nice standing switches set up a snapmare
from Ty. Dillinger: “10!” A cartwheel gets the same score and there are
10 signs in the crowd. Oh yeah the gimmick is over.

Solomon trips Tye down and backflips into a headscissors, only to kick
Dillinger in the head. Crowe charges into a boot in the corner though,
setting up a stomp on the ear for 10. We hit a chinlock on Solomon before
a single right hand puts him down. That’s fine with Solomon who starts
slugging away and hits a Twist of Fate for no cover. Crowe gets kicked to
the floor but pops back in, only to walk into a one knee Codebreaker for
the pin at 4:36.

Rating: C. This was all about getting the gimmick over and that certainly
was a success. Dillinger plays the new character to perfection and
there’s a solid midcard future for him. Crowe on the other hand....yeah
this isn’t working. I'd love to see the hacker gimmick come back as it
has potential, but this little monster thing is going nowhere.

Mojo Rawley has been calling Zack Ryder since 3am and is already in his
gear even though they’re not having a match tonight. He has to be ready
you see. Mojo claims that he met ten chicks at the club last night but
Ryder says no way. After some counting, Rawley says it was twelve. These



two work well together.

Axel Tischer vs. Baron Corbin

The fans boo Baron out of the building, referring to him as boring. Baron
slowly stomps away to play up the idea before End of Days takes care of
Axel in 34 seconds. I love that Baron is one of the only things out there
every week. It’s a nice way to build him up as a monster.

Post match Baron says he needs better competition because no one gets up
from End of Days. Cue Steve Cutler, who gets laid out as well. This
brings out Samoa Joe, who offers to exchange fisticuffs with Corbin at
the present moment. Baron declines, but agrees to a confrontation at a
time to be determined. This is a mere ruse of course, as Corbin uses his
pugilistic skills but End of Days is countered into the Koquina Clutch to
put Corbin out. The fans are very pleased with Joe.

Bull Dempsey is still training and continues to look like Bray Wyatt’s
fat brother.

Tyler Breeze thinks his match with Liger is the perfect fit. Regal has
brought in “Yushin” Thunder Liger. That'’s what Regal did with Hideo Itami
and that went well for Tyler, so domo arigato Mr. Liger, and thank you
for making Breeze the new face of Japan.

Marcus Louis vs. Finn Balor

Non-title and non-demon here. I believe this is Balor’s first match on TV
since winning the title. Balor cranks on a headlock to start and easily
takes Marcus down to the mat. Marcus yells in his face a lot and gets two
off a Rock Bottom before ripping at the champ’s face. That earns Marcus a
chop in the corner, followed by the Sling Blade. A running corner

dropkick sets up the Coup de Grace to give Finn the three count at 2:44.

Owens runs out and decks Balor from behind as Finn poses on the stage.
The champ escapes a powerbomb to the apron though and dropkicks Owens
through the barricade. They head inside and Kevin scores with the Pop Up
Powerbomb before posing with the title.

The Vaudevillains have a plan to deal with Alexa Bliss in Brooklyn. Bliss



comes in and mocks them for needing a way around her. Both guys get
slapped, but Bliss is nice enough to wish them good luck. Well that’s

nice of her.

Apollo Crews is coming at Takeover. His training video shows off some

very impressive athleticism.

We run down the Takeover card, including Joe vs. Corbin. This looks
awesome actually and is one of the better shows they’ve had in a long

time. Of note: the Women’s Title match is listed after Owens vs. Balor.

Bayley vs. Becky Lynch

The winner gets Sasha Banks, out for commentary here, for the title at
Takeover. Bayley even does a little dance and motions having the title
around her waist. Could she get any more adorable? Feeling out process to
start as the fans are way behind Bayley, which says a lot as Becky is
very popular around here. Becky rolls over Bayley and hits a pair of very

nice armdrags into an armbar.

The fans are split now as Becky takes her into the corner for a knee to
the ribs. A bulldog gets two for Bayley but Becky comes back with a
freaky hammerlock northern lights suplex for two of her own. I love the
psychology behind that as Lynch focuses almost exclusively on the arm to
set up the Disarm-Her. Byron and Sasha talk about the victory party after
Takeover as Becky puts one foot on Bayley’s forearm and the other foot
behind her triceps to push and pull at the same time. Well that’s
different.

Sasha thinks Becky should be going after Bayley’s bad hand but Becky just
isn’t smart enough for that. Sasha talks about Jay-Z showing up in
Brooklyn. Saxton: “Is Darius Rucker (a country singer) going to be
there?” Becky cranks on a chinlock while trapping the arm at the same
time as we take a break. Back with Bayley escaping a pumphandle slam and
rolling Becky up for some near falls. The arm starts giving out on her
though and a pumphandle suplex gives Becky two more.

The running legdrop misses though and Bayley starts busting out her
variety of back elbows. Bayley comes up favoring her hand but is still



able to catch Lynch on top, pulling her down with a nice powerslam. The
Disarm-Her goes on out of nowhere but Bayley is right next to the ropes.
Another pumphandle is countered into a snap suplex but Becky grabs an
armbar to break up the Bayley to Belly, only to have Bayley slip around
into a rollup for the pin and the title shot at 16:15.

Rating: A-. I don’t know if it’s me being a Bayley fan or what but I
haven’t been as excited to see a match as I am to see this title match
than I've been in a very long time. It’s been such a well built story and
the reaction if (more likely when) Bayley wins the title is going to be
insane. This is another good example of women being able to tear the
house down better than the men can as they built up the arm work
throughout the match and then played it into the ending. You can’t beat
that.

Banks stands on the table and stares Bayley down to wrap this up.

Overall Rating: A. Just when NXT seems to be slowing down, they throw out
something like this. They've taken a character as silly and innocent as
Bayley and turned her into one of the most over acts in all of NXT, to
the point where I want to see her win the Women’s Title more than I
wanted to see Sami Zayn win the NXT Title. The rest of the show was
awesome too, as we saw a new gimmick, made a match for Takeover, and
built up almost everything else on the card. This was a great wrestling
hour and that’s where NXT excels.

Results

Tye Dillinger b. Solomon Crowe — Codebreaker

Baron Corbin b. Axel Tischer — End of Days

Finn Balor b. Marcus Louis — Coup de Grace

Bayley b. Becky Lynch — Rollup

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new

book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

New Column: Someone Doesn’t
Like Divas Invading Goats
Made Of Glass. Or Something.

This is a bit of a different version as I do some quick looks
at some news stories instead of one big idea. I might do this
as a regular thing in addition to the column but I'm not sure
yet.

http://www.wrestlingrumors.net/kbs-review-someone-doesnt-like-
divas-invading-goats-made-of-glass-or-something/38762/

Monday Nitro - March 20,
2000: We’'ll Need More Papa
Shango

Monday Nitro #232
Date: March 20, 2000
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Location: O0’'Connell Center, Gainsville, Florida
Commentators: Mark Madden, Tony Schiavone

Uncensored has come and gone and I think we’re all a little bit better
because of that. I'm not entirely sure what you would call the big story
coming off the show but I guess Scott Steiner returning for the second
time this year is up there. It’'s not a good time to be a WCW fan at the
moment and last night gave me no reason to think that is going to change
anytime soon. Let’s get to it.

Earlier today Sid arrived to a small mob of fans who are thrilled that
he’s still World Champion. Maybe WCW wouldn’t be in so much trouble if
they didn’t fund such massive brainwashing experiments.

Opening sequence.

Gene brings out Sid Vicious to open things up. Madden is already ripping
on Hogan for coming out to help Sid when Sid didn’t need it, which sounds
like we should be leading up to Sid vs. Hogan, which makes sense and
would probably suck the least out of any match they could throw at us at
this point. Sid is glad to finally have Jeff Jarrett off his back and
loves the fact that he got to prove Jarrett wrong last night. In a sudden
side trip, Sid says it doesn’t matter what you do to a pig because it’s
still a pig. But what if you make it into pork chops?

Cue Jarrett because this feud MUST continue. Jarrett has pinned Sid three
times in the past so it’s clear that he has Sid’s number, and Sid is only
still champion because of Hogan. Sid says bring it but Jeff says he wants
another title match, which Sid won’t give him. Instead, Jarrett has a
solution: a tag match, and if Jeff pins Sid, he gets another shot. If he
can’t though, he never asks for another shot again. The fans LOVE that
idea but Jeff wants to introduce us to his partner first.

Of course it’s Scott Steiner, who would seem to be the newest member of
the NWO and with some tape over his mouth with the word CENSORED written
across it. Threats are made but Sid says he doesn’t need a partner, even
though he could find one really easily. Cue Hogan of course, to talk
about being the baddest man the NWO ever had. Hogan has seen Sid carrying
the belt tall and proud, so Sid is the man to get WCW back on track. I



love that they’re just admitting that WCW is in trouble on national TV.
The match is on. There’s a joke there about Hogan and Teddy Long but I'll
let you guys fill in the punchline yourselves.

Tony gives us a quick recap of Uncensored. How can a thirty second speech
sound so boring?

Tonight: Sting vs. Flair. Somehow that sounds like the best idea they’ve
had in weeks.

Luger tells Flair to take care of Sting tonight while he takes out
Vampiro. Flair rants about both of them and it’'s very nice to see Vampiro
being thrown into the deep end like this. You have to try that at some

point, which is (arguably) the biggest knock against WCW over the years.

Ricky Rachman and Spring Breakout are still coming. Be still my beating

heart.

Chavo Guerrero says he’s back to get the Cruiserweight Title and get his

finances in order. He steals Gene'’s wallet to help himself out.
Chris Candido vs. Lash Leroux

Paisley and the (silent) Artist are on commentary. Before the match,
Candido calls himself the greatest example of a pure wrestler going
today, because he doesn’t need a gimmick, costume, catchphrase of a
trashy valet. Oh I'm guessing she’s coming later. Lash dropkicks Candido
down to take over in a hurry but Chris quickly makes the ropes to hide. A
dropkick and shoulder put Candido down again, only to have him come back

with an enziguri.

Candido scores with a nice delayed vertical suplex as Madden talks about
Candido winning a 10-1 handicap match. Madden: “I think Big Josh was
involved.” Candido’s guillotine legdrop gets two as we discuss Madden
wearing purple. Lash’s comeback is quickly stopped and a top rope
superplex sets up a swan dive to give Chris the quick pin. Nice debut

here and they can’t get Artist away from the title soon enough.

Lane and Rave ask Miss Hancock who she’s found to replace them. Hancock

promises to debut them on Thunder: Los Fabulosos.



Fit Finlay vs. La Parka

Time for some chair dancing and VOICEOVER GUY! La Parka talks about being
in the hizzouse and the 1414, meaning one for him and one for his homies.
Finlay has one chance to leave before La Parka knocks the Lucky Charms
out of him. La Parka tries to beg off and says that’s not his voice but

Finlay beats him up anyway.

The masked man gets dropped throat first across the top rope, which might
clean up some of those vocal issues. A HUGE back elbow to the jaw puts La
Parka down again but Finlay goes to the floor for no apparent reason,
only to avoid a plancha. Back in and La Parka loads up a crane kick, only
to take a Regal Roll for another quick pin. At least La Parka is funny.

Kidman and Booker talk strategy. Madden talks Torrie's cleavage.

Vampiro takes the cast off his hand and bangs it against the wall. The
concrete kind, not the monster.

Stills of Wall vs. Bigelow, which Tony calls a collection of painful

bumps.

Gene brings out David Flair and Daffney for a special message for
America. This could be, dare I say it, interesting. David drags out a
table and I don’'t see this ending well. He talks about Bigelow and
Crowbar sharing a hospital room so he wants Wall out here right now to
put him through that table. There goes the neck brace and here comes
Wall, who no sells a fire extinguisher blast from Daffney and chokeslams
David through the table. The announcers say David can join Bigelow and
Crowbar in their hospital room. Well no wonder he can’t get healthy if he

gets injured in Gainsville and goes all the way to Miami for treatment.

Tony: “Right now it’s our Wolverine Boot Stomp of the Night! Ok I guess

it’s not!”

To take your mind off that, here’s a centerfold of Torrie in the latest

WCW Magazine.

Tag Team Titles: Harris Twins vs. Kidman/Booker




The Twins are defending. Madden brings up the NWO only needing one more
belt to have them all, which makes me realize how horrible that group
really is as I do not care in the slightest. Booker kicks Ron down to
start and we get an early Spinarooni. Off to Don vs. Kidman with the bald
guy doing a very weak tilt-a-whirl....I guess you can call that a slam. At
least it sounds better than tilt-a-whirl gently lay down. Booker comes in
to take out both Twins and hits a bad looking Rock Bottom for two on Ron
(jump dude), followed by the Bodog from Kidman. That’s enough for the
Twins as a belt shot draws the DQ.

Torrie gets on Don’s back but gets thrown down, earning Don a chair to
the head.

The Mamalukes tell Disco to get them a rematch or he’s out. Disco says
it's really their fault so Vito says Disco is out.

Total Package vs. Vampiro

So much for Vampiro’'s push. Before the match, Luger tells Vampiro that
this is his welcome to the major leagues but he only has a wiffle ball
bat. Vampiro sneaks in through the crowd for an enziguri to start fast
but Luger goes low to take over. What looks to be a Rack attempt is
turned into a belly to back suplex before Luger starts kicking at the bad
arm. Vampiro tries going to the floor but Luger drives an ax handle into
the back and posts him for good measure.

Back in and Luger drops him with a gorilla press, which means he must be
running out of moves to use. Vampiro comes back with a bunch of kicks as
Tony is STUNNED that Vampiro could get in offense on someone like Luger.
A top rope clothesline gets two on Luger but here’s Ric Flair, who is
quickly dropped by an elbow. The distraction is enough for Luger to get
in a bat shot though and the Rack is good for the submission.

Rating: D+. Dang that was close. Vampiro was getting close to get over as
a young face here but Luger took him out just in time. Standard WCW
formula here: the young guy gets close but can’t get the win because it
just wouldn’t work to let Vampiro get a fluke win because it might hurt
Luger’s spot, as if he actually might not be near the top of the card

until he dies. I mean, he was a big star like eight years ago.



Sting makes the save.

Scott Steiner says it’s hard to keep a hard man down and rants about
Hogan being as successful as he was because of people like Steiner behind
him.

More Rachman.
Nitro Girls.

Dustin Rhodes is tired of being held down by the old guys so he’s taking
them out one by one, starting with Curt Hennig tonight.

We see clips of a press conference after Uncensored went off the air last
night. Oh man let’s get this over with. Sid wasn’t surprised by anything
Jeff threw at him last night but here’s Hogan to officially endorse Sid
but the spotlight is taken away from Sid and he doesn’t seem thrilled.
This is of course totally different than the Wrestlemania VIII press
conference where Hogan stole the spotlight from Sid to get on his nerves
back in 1992.

Norman Smiley vs. Hugh Morrus

Smiley is past his demon phase but has gone with something far more
terrifying: a Florida Gators jersey. Smiley grabs a cravate to start but
Morrus elbows him in the jaw to break up the spanking dance. A butterfly
suplex is countered into a sunset flip to give Norman two but another
elbow puts him down again. Some dancing elbows (he’s a man of limited
offense) get two for Morrus as he pulls Smiley up. A powerslam gets the
same treatment before No Laughing Matter ends the destruction. That’s
what Smiley gets for getting popular when WCW doesn’t want him to. Serves
him right for the hard work.

Demon comes out to check on Norman but gets laid out too. So we have the
popular Norman, the guy with a pop culture connection, and the one step

above average power brawler. Guess who gets to stand tall.

Hennig says he’ll beat Dustin because he’s unbeatable. That doesn’t mean
he’ll beat Dustin. They could just go to a draw, which means Dustin

wouldn’t win but Hennig wouldn’t lose. Hennig really should get these



details right.

Dustin Rhodes vs. Curt Hennig

Hennig still has a cast on. Rhodes takes him into the corner to start as
Madden declares himself a Rhodes fan for how Dustin ripped on Hogan.
Hennig comes back with a neckbreaker and right hands, followed by the
necksnap. A big right hand knocks Curt to the floor and Dustin slams the
cast into the barricade before ripping the cast off for the DQ. Really,
that’s a DQ?

Dustin hits the referee but Hogan makes the save. Hogan and....midcarders?
Huh? I mean HUH??? Tony: “Thank God for Hogan.”

Sid promises to win tonight and tells Jimmy to make sure no one comes to
the ring tonight.

Sting says he has to fight Ric at least one more time, but tonight Team
Package is split right down the middle and, I quote, “Team Package is
like two peas in a pod.” That was the funniest unintentional line in
months, or maybe I'm just desperate for anything remotely amusing.

Tank Abbott vs. Barbarian

Meng is watching backstage and says not long now Tank, not long at all.
WHY CAN MENG TALK??? I know he has before but again, MONSTERS DON'T TALK.
Slugout to start with Barbarian getting the better of it but Tank slams
him down and puts on a front facelock before the big punch knocks
Barbarian out. Just a longer version of Tank’s usual stuff.

Flair starts talking as he walks to the ring but we cut to Sting for more
walking.

Ricky Rachman is a thing for the third time tonight.

Sting vs. Ric Flair

This is Sting’s first match on Nitro since December. They start with a
basic sequence as Sting shoulders him down, knocks Flair to the apron,
clotheslines him to the floor and clotheslines him on the floor for good



measure. The Stinger Splash against the barricade misses though (that's
up there with Flair’s....whatever off the top) and Ric takes over.

Back in and Flair punches him in the jaw to drop Sting, possibly wanting
to knock off Sting’s beard at the same time. It’s time to no sell chops
though with a pair of press slams, including one off the top. Cue Luger
who gets beaten up as well and it’s Stinger Splashes all around, setting

up the Scorpion to make Flair give up.

Rating: C-. Flair vs. Sting is one of those matches that automatically
receives a higher rating by definition. It’s just a hard pairing to screw
up because they’re both talented and have fought so many times that it'’s
almost impossible for them to screw up out there. I have no idea why
we're still seeing them fight, but the terrifying reason is that they’re
one of the few combinations that still might work around here. You know,
of course omitting any pairing of old vs. new because those are just out
of the question.

Luger and Flair beat Sting down until Vampiro makes the save.

Scott Steiner/Jeff Jarrett vs. Sid Vicious/Hulk Hogan

If Jarrett gets pinned, he can never ask for a title shot again, but if
he pins Sid, he gets the next shot. Jeff ejects the girls again and tells
them to warm up the jacuzzi. Hogan and Jarrett get things going with Hulk
hammering away and sending Jeff face first into Sid’s boot. Sid and Hogan
take turns on Jeff’s arm before Hogan goes back to his comfort zone of
right hands in the corner. At least they look better than last night’s
batch.

Steiner breaks up a chokeslam attempt and the bag guys take over with the
bicep curl elbow getting two. Scott charges into a boot in the corner and
the tag brings in Hogan to clean house. The fans chant for Hogan and Sid
isn’t happy. The big boot drops Jarrett and Hogan loads up the legdrop,
only to charge into a chokeslam....for the pin due to reasons that I don’t
want to understand.

Rating: D. So now they’'re just flat out ripping off the main event of
Wrestlemania VIII, right down to the tag match that set it up. Sid is a



heel now, meaning the top faces are once again Hogan and Sting
with...Vampiro in third place I guess. Bad match, but like I said earlier,
do they have a better option than Hogan vs. Sid right now? Hogan vs. a

monster is as simple of an idea as you can have, even in 2000.
Sid talks trash to Hogan to end the show.

Overall Rating: D. WCW at this point is in a weird place as they're
getting the most out of what they have, but the ceiling is so low on what
they can accomplish that it’'s not saying much. This was more watchable
than Uncensored as they’re keeping the wrestling short, but the stories
are just not doing it. They’re such basic ideas with people who can’t
back it up in the ring and that’s not going to work in either the short
term or the long term.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

So I Started Watching The
List

I was thinking it would be a half hour version of Countdown.
And it’s a half hour version of Countdown. I have no idea why
they dropped Countdown, which is pretty much the easiest show
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in the world to do and the format was as basic as you could
ask for, but instead we now get this, which is the exact same
thing but with almost all new names instead of anything
historic.

To give you an idea of what I was in for, the first show was
called Trendiest Divas, meaning we’re already in Twitter
territory. The top of the list of course? The Bellas, with a
special video on Stephanie to close things out. Yeah....I need
to just watch Countdown reruns.

John Cena Wrestling At
Summerslam

According to Cena himself on Summerslam. It’s not really a
surprise and probably the best possible option. This 1is
probably my last Tough Enough related post this year.

Summerslam Count-Up - 2003:
They Were Chanting His Name

Summerslam 2003

Date: August 24, 2003

Location: America West Arena, Phoenix, Arizona
Attendance: 16,113

Commentators: Jim Ross, Tazz, Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler

Another year another Summerslam and yet again the company has changed.
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Tonight we have a double main event with a Wrestlemania rematch of Lesnar
vs. Angle II for the Smackdown Title and an Elimination Chamber match for
the Raw Title. 2003 was split down the middle in quality as Raw was
atrocious and Smackdown was some of the best television in company
history. It’s always interesting to see the two shows come together.
Let’s get to it.

The US Marine Corps presents the American flag while Lillian sings the
Star Spangled Banner.

The opening video talks about how there is evil in this world and the
Chamber tonight will prove it.

Raw Tag Titles: Dudley Boyz vs. La Resistance

The Dudleyz are challenging and the EVIL foreigners are Rene Dupree and
Sylvain Grenier. Bubba of course comes out with an American flag to
hammer in the face status. The whole patriotism thing was a big deal in
this feud as the third member of La Resistance, an American named Rob
Conway, pretended to be a soldier to sneak up on the Dudleyz. It's a
brawl to start in the aisle with the challengers in full control.

D-Von chokes Dupree with the robe to start before armbarring Grenier
down. A slam and a legdrop gets two on Sylvain and it’s off to Bubba for
the power brawling. He puts Grenier in the Tree of Woe and stands on his
crotch to make the French guy scream. The Dudleys clear the ring but
Grenier gets in a cheap shot to give the champions control on Bubba. A

double shoulder puts Bubba down for two as the USA chant starts up.

Back to Dupree for a bearhug, which isn’t often a move you see on a fat
man like Bubba. Some headbutts break up hold but Bubba walks into a
spinebuster for two. Bubba punches his way over to the hot tag (four
minutes into the match) and D-Von cleans house. A rollup gets two on
Grenier as everything breaks down. D-Von walks into a double spinebuster
for two but it’'s What'’s Up to Dupree. The 3D lays out Dupree but Grenier
makes save. Now a cameraman lays out D-Von with a camera to the head to
retain the titles. It’s Rob Conway of course.

Rating: D+. That's a pretty lame choice for an opener. Not only did the



fans not get what they wanted but the match sucked as well. This was a
dark time for the tag team division and there was no reason at all for
there to be two sets of titles at this point. At the end of the day there
wasn’t nearly enough depth and it made for lame matches like this. The

Dudleys would get the belts next month.

Spike tries to run in for the save but Conway lays him out with the
camera. Conway hasn’t been named here but I think the spoiler is ok at
this point.

Coach says La Resistance was clever so Bubba accuses him of being anti-
American and vows to get the belts back.

Eric Bischoff is warming up when Intercontinental Champion Christian
comes up. He wants to know why he isn’t on the show but Bischoff blames
Co-GM Steve Austin. Christian isn’t pleased but offers to be in Eric’s
corner for his match later. Bischoff says he has his own plan and won’t
answer what happens in the bedroom with Linda. Eric says he’ll tell
everyone later.

We recap A-Train vs. Undertaker. A-Train (Tensai) is working for Vince
who is in a semi-war with Taker, setting up tonight’s match. This would

evolve into a bigger war soon enough.

Undertaker vs. A-Train

A-Train comes out with Vince'’s mistress Sable and Undertaker has bad
ribs. Feeling out process to start with A-Train grabbing a few headlocks
for early control. Taker hits a quick Russian legsweep for two and he
cranks on the arm to set up 0Old School. The second attempt works a bit
better and Taker stays on the arm. A big boot misses and Taker falls out
to the floor, reinjuring the ribs.

A-Train starts pounding away on the ribs and sends them into the
barricade for two back in the ring. Taker gets in some shots to the ribs
of his own for a breather but A-Train comes back with an impressive
suplex to take him down. This is the kind of character A-Train was
perfect as: a heavy who could do some impressive moves at times. A-Train
fights out of a sleeper with a belly to back suplex but Taker hits a



quick Snake Eyes to get a breather. A big boot misses the big bald head
and a double clothesline puts each other down.

Taker wins a slugout after A-Train hung in there a lot longer than
expected. Now the big boot sets up the legdrop (BROTHER) for two and
another legdrop to the back of the head with A-Train on the apron has the
bald one staggered. The Last Ride is easily broken up but the referee is

bumped.

A-Train hits the Derailer (chokebomb) but the delayed count only gets
two. Taker accidentally clotheslines the referee down again (the second
match does NOT warrant two ref bumps) and A-Train brings in a chair, only
to have it cracked over his own head for a near fall. A-Train escapes a
tombstone but gets caught in a chokeslam for the pin.

Rating: D. What are you expecting out of this match? This was back when
Taker was pretty bad in the ring due to being completely unmotivated and
bored with the biker character. Thankfully he would be the Dead Man again
by Wrestlemania and would eventually reignite his career around 2007.

Post match Sable tries to seduce Taker for some reason but Stephanie
comes in to go after her, presumably setting up a mixed tag.

Coach polls some fans on who wins the Chamber.

We recap Shane McMahon vs. Eric Bischoff. Shane was feuding with Kane but
Bischoff stopped them from fighting. Austin made Bischoff vs. Shane for
that night but Kane interfered and cost Shane the match (he later tied
Shane to the steps and electrocuted his testicles. It was stupid back

then and it’s even worse now. This is what I had to deal with people).

Later, Bischoff caused JR to nearly be lit on fire, so Austin had to
prevent a lawsuit by making Kane vs. Bischoff but Kane walked away for
some reason, giving Bischoff the win by countout. This was a qualifying
match for a Summerslam match with Kane, making our match tonight. Then
Bischoff went to Linda’'s house and pinned her arm behind her back and
kissed her against her will.Think that’s enough to set up this match?

Shane McMahon vs. Eric Bischoff




Before the match, Eric implies that he screwed Linda several times over
that night. This brings out Shane to send Eric into the corner for a
beating. Crossface punches send Bischoff to the floor but Shane
clotheslines him in the back of the head. Back to ringside and Shane
breaks the referee’s count (sidebar: why doesn’t that happen when both
guys are on the floor and one guy slides back in at the last second?)
before kicking away at Shane even more.

Bischoff is sent into the announce table and stomped down, only to have
Coach come in with a chair and turning heel by helping Bischoff. The
referee says ring the bell but Bischoff makes it No DQ and falls count
anywhere. Shane is sent into the steps for two as Coach is playing the
enforcer here. He holds Shane as Bischoff tells the production truck to
turn off JR and King’s microphones so Coach can do commentary.

Bischoff starts firing off kicks as Coach does the eternally annoying JR
impersonation. This keeps going for awhile until Shane gets in a right
hand, only to be dropped by a low blow from Coach. Cue Steve Austin who
can’t fight unless physically provoked. Shane shoves Coach into Austin
which is enough for the beating to begin. Austin and Shane stomp Coach
down in the corner and clear the ring. Austin has the mics turned back on
as Shane grabs Eric’s hand and uses it to slap Austin’s face, meaning
Austin can Stun Bischoff. That’s not good enough or Shane so he puts Eric
on the table for the big elbow for the pin.

Rating: N/A. This was a long segment instead of a match. Also to recap
how stupid things were at this point, we’re supposed to be interested in
Austin/Shane vs. Coach/Bischoff when Austin has equal power to Eric. We
also have Stephanie vs. Sable, because EVERYONE wants to see the McMahons
dominating the show. This is in addition to Evolution dragging Raw down
the drain with the Kevin Nash and Goldberg feuds. See why 2003 is
considered so bad?

Wrestlemania moment. Kind of an odd time for one of these but Shawn

superkicking Bret was an awesome moment.

We see Kevin Nash getting ready. JR: “Nash is a street fighter at heart.”
I haven’t laughed that hard in awhile.



Flair and HHH tell Orton to keep the title on the Game tonight and

nothing more.

US Title: Eddie Guerrero vs. Chris Benoit vs. Tajiri vs. Rhyno

Eddie is defending and this is one fall to a finish. Eddie has ticked off
all three challengers so they all want to take him out. The champion
bails to the floor so everyone else can fight and we quickly get down to
Rhyno vs. Benoit. Chris hooks a quick Crossface, drawing Eddie in for the
save. Tajiri is back in as well but Eddie breaks up a cover. Everyone is

in now and all three challengers go after Eddie at the same time.

Rhyno hits a running shoulder to Eddie’s ribs in the corner and
powerslams him down for two but Benoit comes back with a German suplex. A
belly to back gets two on Tajiri but Eddie makes another save. Benoit is
suplexed to the floor and Eddie is left alone with Tajiri, only to have
the challenger monkey flip Eddie down for two. Rhyno comes back in and
sends Tajiri to the floor but Benoit wants to beat up Eddie himself,
triggering a brawl between challengers.

Rhyno gets control again and superplexes Eddie down for two but Tajiri
kicks him in the back of the head. Tajiri snaps off the handspring elbow
for two on Chris but Rhyno sends Tajiri to the floor, only to have Eddie
headscissor him out to the floor. Eddie hurricanranas Benoit out of the
corner for two and it’s Tajiri in again for some hard kicks. Eddie hooks
the Lasso From El Paso (Liontamer crossed with the Texas Cloverleaf) on
Tajiri but Benoit stops Rhyno from making the save with the Crossface.

Tajiri makes the ropes so Eddie turns around to dropkick Benoit in the
head for the save. Benoit grabs the Crossface on Guerrero but Rhyno and
Tajiri make the double save. Rhyno hits a spinebuster for two on Tajiri
but Benoit knocks Rhyno to the floor. Chris rolls some Germans on Tajiri

but Tajiri reverses into one of his own for two on Benoit.

Tajiri catches a charging Benoit in the Tarantula and the distraction
lets Eddie get the US Title to shield himself from Rhyno'’s Gore. Tajiri
breaks up the Frog Splash but gets caught in the Tree of Woe. Benoit Swan
Dives Rhyno but Tajiri makes a last second save. Tajiri and Benoit fall

to the floor and Eddie frog splashes Rhyno to retain.



Rating: B+. This was non-stop action for about eleven minutes and
incredibly entertaining as a result. It’s a great example of how
wrestling and action can be so much more interesting than whatever drama
the McMahons have going on at the moment. Watching these four make save
after save is WAY more fun than hearing about Bischoff forcing himself on
Linda or Stephanie being FURIOUS with Sable over whatever affair her dad
is having this month.

We recap Brock Lesnar destroying Zack Gowen on Smackdown (good for him).
Lesnar had him COVERED in blood and rubbed the blood on his own chest.
Gowen had his leg broken in two places so he couldn’t face Matt Hardy
tonight. Matt declared himself the winner on Heat like a good heel would.

We recap Angle vs. Lesnar. Angle lost to Brock in the main event of
Wrestlemania, leading to Vengeance where Angle pinned Lesnar in a three
way to get the title back. The two of them became best friends and
friendly rivals, leading to Brock wanting a rematch. Vince said no, but
if Lesnar can beat Vince in a cage with Angle as referee, he can have the
shot. Before the match, someone attacked Brock and laid him out with a
concussion. Brock popped up and turned on Angle, revealing that he’s
working for Vince as the new heavy and getting the title shot for
tonight. Vince called this the REAL Brock Lesnar.

Smackdown World Title: Brock Lesnar vs. Kurt Angle

Angle is defending of course. Brock shoves him in the corner to show off
the power so Angle starts getting lower. They hit the technical stuff on
the mat but Brock escapes into a standoff. Brock quickly takes him down
with a headscissors but it’s Angle escaping to another stalemate. Lesnar
shoves him around with the power so Angle leverages him into the corner
and says bring it on. Some quick armdrags send Brock out to the floor and

various things are destroyed in frustration.

Lesnar picks up the belt and tries to walk out with it but Kurt pounds
him down in the aisle to start the brawling. Back in and Angle snaps off
the first overhead belly to belly for two before stomping him down in the
corner. Brock comes right back with a gorilla press and throws Angle out
to the floor. Angle is sent into the steps as this is far different from



the Wrestlemania match. Back in and Brock hits a release belly to belly
without leaving his feet.

Angle slips out of another gorilla press and gets two off an 0’'Connor
Roll, only to walk into a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for two. We hit the
rear naked choke on Angle which is turned into a bodyscissors. Angle
fights up but runs into a knee to the ribs to put him right back down.
Kurt is pounded into the corner but grabs a rollup for two, only to be
clotheslined back down. The story of this match isn’t working as well as
their first fight. This is much more of a traditional wrestling match
with good vs. evil and that’s not what these two are best at.

Lesnar comes right back with something like a Muscle Buster for two,
followed up by shoulders to the ribs in the corner. Brock sends him into
the corner to stay on the ribs and back before firing off more shoulders
in the corner. Angle finally moves to avoid a charge, sending Brock
shoulder first into the post. A dropkick takes Brock’s knee out and Angle
rolls some Germans for a close two. Brock comes back with an overhead
belly to belly of his own but Angle pops up and tries the Slam, only to
be countered into a spinebuster for a close two. The fans are into this
match.

Angle counters an F5 into a DDT and both guys are down. A delayed cover
gets two for the champion and there go the straps. The Angle Slam
connects but Brock is up at two as per tradition. In one of my favorite
moments, Angle puts the straps up so he can take them back down, firing
himself up even more. There’s the ankle lock but Brock makes a rope.
Angle pulls him back so the rope doesn’t count in a questionable call, so

Lesnar rolls out, bumping the referee in the process.

Lesnar sends him into the corner and Angle tries a sunset flip but stops
before going down, wrapping his legs around Brock’s neck in a choke
before putting on another ankle lock. Lesnar eventually taps but there’s
no referee so here’s Vince with a chair to Angle’s back to break the
hold. Brock gets to his one good foot and hits a pretty awesome one
legged F5 for a delayed two. Vince demands another F5 but Angle counters
into the ankle lock. Brock grabs the rope but again Angle pulls him to
the middle for no break. Brock grabs all four bottom ropes but the



referee doesn’t break it, forcing Brock to tap out.

Rating: B. It’s a good match but the ending never worked for me. At the
end of the day, if you touch the ropes the hold is supposed to be broken.
That's wrestling 101, but for some reason it doesn’t count at the end of
this match. The match was good but it was overbooked when you have these
two being able to own whatever ring they’re in. The Vince stuff was

annoying but that’s what you have to expect in WWE.

Post match Vince tries to jump Angle again but gets Angle Slammed through
a chair for his efforts. And on Vince’s birthday too.

Goldberg is listening to an iPod to get ready. That'’s such a wrong image.
Some Arizona Diamondbacks are here.
We recap Kane vs. RVD. They had been friends and tag champions but Kane

lost a match to HHH, forcing him to unmask. This unleashed Kane’s inner

demons for the 10™ time or so, turning him into a psycho who lit JR on
fire. Kane swore everyone was laughing at him even though RVD told him
everything was fine. Kane beat up RVD in a match and tombstoned Linda
McMahon on a stage to start his feud with Shane, leading to a rematch
with Rob here tonight.

Kane vs. Rob Van Dam

Fink says this is No Holds Barred. So does that make Kane Zeus? JR calls
Kane an inbred mongrel dog, which isn’t that high up on his list of
sayings. Van Dam fires off right hands to start but Kane takes him to the
floor with a few uppercuts. Kane charges into a boot and gets kicked in
the face to put the monster down. Kane easily slugs him down and pulls
out a ladder. Van Dam manages to smash the end of it to drive the ladder
into Kane’s face, only to have Rolling Thunder caught by the throat.

RVD kicks out of the chokeslam but gets knocked out to the floor as the
brawl continues. Kane sends him into the steps and is in full on monster
mode. Back in and Van Dam scores with a kick and some shoulders to the
ribs for two. Rob goes up top but gets shoved down onto the barricade to

give Kane control again. A ladder to the face gets two back in the ring



and a big clothesline puts Van Dam down again.

We hit the slow motion part of the match as Kane pounds on Van Dam very
slowly to stop the crowd from being interested. Van Dam is backdropped to
the floor but Kane badly botches the top rope clothesline, nearly falling
on his head and dying. Kane avoids another ladder shot and DDTs Van Dam
on he floor, only to have Rob catch a charging Kane in a drop toehold to
send him face first into the steps. Kane is kicked into the crowd and
crotched as he tries to come back to ringside.

Van Dam’s spin kick off the apron puts Kane down again as this match just
keeps going. Back in and Rolling Thunder onto the chair crushes Kane but
Rob can’t follow up. Kane sits up but gets caught by a Van Daminator. Rob
loads up the Van Terminator but Kane rolls away at the last second. They
head to the floor and Kane tombstones Rob onto the steps, killing him
dead for the pin.

Rating: C-. This was an ok brawl but it went on WAY too long. At the end
of the day this was just a rest stop on the way to Kane vs. Shane next
month which was probably the more interesting feud anyway. The match was
Van Dam trying his best but not being able to keep Kane down. It
certainly wasn’t a squash but it wasn’t many steps above one.

Eric is annoyed that Terri is asking him questions. Linda comes in and
slaps Bischoff in the face.

HHH looks at the world title.
The Chamber is lowered.

We recap the world title match. There isn’t much to this other than HHH
is injured and can’t fight Goldberg one on one so we get an Elimination
Chamber instead. Goldberg is in for obvious reasons, Jericho and Nash
have been feuding lately, Orton is there to give HHH a hand and Shawn is
there for past issues with HHH. This gets the music video treatment, set
to St. Anger by Metallica.

Raw World Title: HHH vs. Kevin Nash vs. Goldberg vs. Chris Jericho vs.

Shawn Michaels vs. Randy Orton




After about 12 minutes of entrances we start with Shawn vs. Jericho, who
will go for three minutes. After that time is up, a pod will open to
release another wrestler. Three more minutes and another pod opens. This
repeats until everyone is in and it'’s last man standing wins.
Eliminations can occur at any time and have to take place in the ring,
not on the cage floor outside the ring next to the pods. They trade
hammerlocks to start until Jericho rolls through a cross body for two.

They trade chain wrestling moves into a pinfall reversal sequence as the
fans chant for Goldberg. Back up and Shawn slaps him in the face before
backdropping him down. Jericho’s Walls attempt is countered into a small
package for two but Jericho comes back with a bulldog to take Shawn down.
JR screws up the world title continuity by saying the title has only
changed hands once in Phoenix, but that’s the other world title. Not that
it matters to WWE but they make such a big deal about the continuity that
it’s worth pointing out.

Anyway Orton is #3 and gets two off a high cross to Shawn. Michaels is
clotheslined to the cage floor but he comes back in to pound away on
Jericho. Randy dropkicks him down and stomps Jericho down against the
ropes but can’t RKO Shawn. Instead Orton is sent to the cage floor by a
combined effort, only to have Jericho put Shawn in the Walls. Kevin Nash
is in at #4 to make the save and go after Jericho as Shawn and Orton
brawl in the ring. Jericho’s face is rubbed against the cage to give us
our first blood.

Nash (with short blonde hair here for a movie) cleans house but walks
into a superkick into a rollup for the pin by Jericho. Nash was in there
about two minutes or so. HHH is #5 but Shawn superkicks him before he can
get out of the pod to make sure the injured champion doesn’t have to do
much. Nash lays out Jericho, Orton and Shawn with Jackknives, leaving
everyone down for a massive dead spot. Shawn is busted as well.

They finally get back up to slug it out as JR talks about Oklahoma for no
apparent reason. Here's Goldberg at #6 to FINALLY wake the crowd up a
bit. He cleans house and clotheslines Jericho and Shawn down before
spearing Orton down for the pin, leaving us with four. Jericho hits a
quick missile dropkick for two on Goldberg but he launches Chris into the



cage to put him back down.

Goldberg sends Shawn into the corner before spearing Jericho through the
glass pod. Goldberg is dazed though, allowing Shawn to drop the elbow to
set up Sweet Chin Music. This is Goldberg though so the kick is blocked
by a spear and the Jackhammer gets us down to three. A quick spear and
Jackhammer to Jericho leaves us with HHH vs. Goldberg. HHH is still in
the pod as he’s been in the match for about six minutes now and literally
hasn’t done anything.

Flair shoves the pod door closed to save HHH so Goldberg kicks the pod
door in so we can actually have a match. Goldberg pounds away in the pod
before sending HHH face first into the cage. The champion is busted open
but he FINALLY gets in a kick to the leg and sends Goldberg into the
cage. Goldberg comes right back with a clothesline and they head into the
ring. The spear is loaded up but hits the sledgehammer that Flair slid
in, keeping the title on HHH.

Rating: C-. This didn’'t work very well and the ending sums up everything
wrong with Raw in 2003. The fans were primed for a Goldberg title win,
HHH was injured and had no business being in the match anyway, Goldberg
dominated the match, HHH literally hit two offensive moves in ten minutes
of match time, but HHH uses the sledgehammer to retain the title. Yeah
Goldberg got the title a month later, but THIS is the match people
remember because THIS is the big show. HHH wins at the big show, the
monster wins the next month at the B show. Does this sound familiar to
fans in 20137

As for the rest of the match, there’s nothing going on here. It’s less
than twenty minutes long from bell to bell and the three minute intervals
really hold this down. No one had time to do anything, making it more
like the 1995 Rumble than anything else. It’s just not very good and the
ending sucked whatever life it had out of the match. Again, 2003 Raw just
wasn’t that good and this match sums up why.

Post match HHH and Evolution gets to destroy Goldberg again with the
hammer to really pound in who is the star. Goldberg is handcuffed to the
cage so HHH can shove the belt in his face and remind him who the



champion is to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. There’s some good stuff on here but the HHH factor
drags it down again. I’'ve said this a lot tonight but 2003 just wasn’t a
good year overall. It’s a bunch of matches and feuds that people don’t
want to see but we have the same McMahon nonsense over and over again
because WWE is their playground and they can do whatever they like. Over
on Raw HHH gets to keep the title FOREVER despite being hurt and having
beasts like Benoit and Guerrero waiting in the wings to be the next guys.
Did they pan out in the end? No, but at this point no one knew that was
the case and HHH got the title as a result.

Ratings Comparison

La Resistance vs. Dudley Boyz
Original: C

Redo: D+

A-Train vs. Undertaker
Original: D

Redo: D

Eric Bischoff vs. Shane McMahon
Original: D

Redo: N/A

Tajiri vs. Rhyno vs. Eddie Guerrero vs. Chris Benoit
Original: B-

Redo: B+

Brock Lesnar vs. Kurt Angle

Original: A-



Redo: B

Rob Van Dam vs. Kane
Original: C-

Redo: C-

Goldberg vs. HHH vs. Kevin Nash vs. Shawn Michaels vs. Chris Jericho vs.
Randy Orton

Original: D
Redo: C-
Overall Rating
Original: D+
Redo: C

So I liked almost all of the matches more or the same the first time, but
the overall rating is much higher this time. Not surprising.

Here’'s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/06/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2

003-brock-vs-angle-ii/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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