
New  Column:  Someone  Doesn’t
Like  Divas  Invading  Goats
Made Of Glass. Or Something.
This is a bit of a different version as I do some quick looks
at some news stories instead of one big idea.  I might do this
as a regular thing in addition to the column but I’m not sure
yet.

http://www.wrestlingrumors.net/kbs-review-someone-doesnt-like-
divas-invading-goats-made-of-glass-or-something/38762/

Monday  Nitro  –  March  20,
2000:  We’ll  Need  More  Papa
Shango
Monday  Nitro #232
Date: March 20, 2000
Location: O’Connell Center, Gainsville, Florida
Commentators: Mark Madden, Tony Schiavone

Uncensored has come and gone and I think we’re all a little bit better
because of that. I’m not entirely sure what you would call the big story
coming off the show but I guess Scott Steiner returning for the second
time this year is up there. It’s not a good time to be a WCW fan at the
moment and last night gave me no reason to think that is going to change
anytime soon. Let’s get to it.

Earlier today Sid arrived to a small mob of fans who are thrilled that
he’s still World Champion. Maybe WCW wouldn’t be in so much trouble if
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they didn’t fund such massive brainwashing experiments.

Opening sequence.

Gene brings out Sid Vicious to open things up. Madden is already ripping
on Hogan for coming out to help Sid when Sid didn’t need it, which sounds
like we should be leading up to Sid vs. Hogan, which makes sense and
would probably suck the least out of any match they could throw at us at
this point. Sid is glad to finally have Jeff Jarrett off his back and
loves the fact that he got to prove Jarrett wrong last night. In a sudden
side trip, Sid says it doesn’t matter what you do to a pig because it’s
still a pig. But what if you make it into pork chops?

Cue Jarrett because this feud MUST continue. Jarrett has pinned Sid three
times in the past so it’s clear that he has Sid’s number, and Sid is only
still champion because of Hogan. Sid says bring it but Jeff says he wants
another title match, which Sid won’t give him. Instead, Jarrett has a
solution: a tag match, and if Jeff pins Sid, he gets another shot. If he
can’t though, he never asks for another shot again. The fans LOVE that
idea but Jeff wants to introduce us to his partner first.

Of course it’s Scott Steiner, who would seem to be the newest member of
the NWO and with some tape over his mouth with the word CENSORED written
across it. Threats are made but Sid says he doesn’t need a partner, even
though he could find one really easily. Cue Hogan of course, to talk
about being the baddest man the NWO ever had. Hogan has seen Sid carrying
the belt tall and proud, so Sid is the man to get WCW back on track. I
love that they’re just admitting that WCW is in trouble on national TV.
The match is on. There’s a joke there about Hogan and Teddy Long but I’ll
let you guys fill in the punchline yourselves.

Tony gives us a quick recap of Uncensored. How can a thirty second speech
sound so boring?

Tonight: Sting vs. Flair. Somehow that sounds like the best idea they’ve
had in weeks.

Luger tells Flair to take care of Sting tonight while he takes out
Vampiro. Flair rants about both of them and it’s very nice to see Vampiro



being thrown into the deep end like this. You have to try that at some
point, which is (arguably) the biggest knock against WCW over the years.

Ricky Rachman and Spring Breakout are still coming. Be still my beating
heart.

Chavo Guerrero says he’s back to get the Cruiserweight Title and get his
finances in order. He steals Gene’s wallet to help himself out.

Chris Candido vs. Lash Leroux

Paisley and the (silent) Artist are on commentary. Before the match,
Candido calls himself the greatest example of a pure wrestler going
today, because he doesn’t need a gimmick, costume, catchphrase of a
trashy valet. Oh I’m guessing she’s coming later. Lash dropkicks Candido
down to take over in a hurry but Chris quickly makes the ropes to hide. A
dropkick and shoulder put Candido down again, only to have him come back
with an enziguri.

Candido scores with a nice delayed vertical suplex as Madden talks about
Candido winning a 10-1 handicap match. Madden: “I think Big Josh was
involved.” Candido’s guillotine legdrop gets two as we discuss Madden
wearing purple. Lash’s comeback is quickly stopped and a top rope
superplex sets up a swan dive to give Chris the quick pin. Nice debut
here and they can’t get Artist away from the title soon enough.

Lane and Rave ask Miss Hancock who she’s found to replace them. Hancock
promises to debut them on Thunder: Los Fabulosos.

Fit Finlay vs. La Parka

Time for some chair dancing and VOICEOVER GUY! La Parka talks about being
in the hizzouse and the 1414, meaning one for him and one for his homies.
Finlay has one chance to leave before La Parka knocks the Lucky Charms
out of him. La Parka tries to beg off and says that’s not his voice but
Finlay beats him up anyway.

The masked man gets dropped throat first across the top rope, which might
clean up some of those vocal issues. A HUGE back elbow to the jaw puts La
Parka down again but Finlay goes to the floor for no apparent reason,



only to avoid a plancha. Back in and La Parka loads up a crane kick, only
to take a Regal Roll for another quick pin. At least La Parka is funny.

Kidman and Booker talk strategy. Madden talks Torrie’s cleavage.

Vampiro takes the cast off his hand and bangs it against the wall. The
concrete kind, not the monster.

Stills of Wall vs. Bigelow, which Tony calls a collection of painful
bumps.

Gene brings out David Flair and Daffney for a special message for
America. This could be, dare I say it, interesting. David drags out a
table and I don’t see this ending well. He talks about Bigelow and
Crowbar sharing a hospital room so he wants Wall out here right now to
put him through that table. There goes the neck brace and here comes
Wall, who no sells a fire extinguisher blast from Daffney and chokeslams
David through the table. The announcers say David can join Bigelow and
Crowbar in their hospital room. Well no wonder he can’t get healthy if he
gets injured in Gainsville and goes all the way to Miami for treatment.

Tony: “Right now it’s our Wolverine Boot Stomp of the Night! Ok I guess
it’s not!”

To take your mind off that, here’s a centerfold of Torrie in the latest
WCW Magazine.

Tag Team Titles: Harris Twins vs. Kidman/Booker

The Twins are defending. Madden brings up the NWO only needing one more
belt to have them all, which makes me realize how horrible that group
really is as I do not care in the slightest. Booker kicks Ron down to
start and we get an early Spinarooni. Off to Don vs. Kidman with the bald
guy doing a very weak tilt-a-whirl…..I guess you can call that a slam. At
least it sounds better than tilt-a-whirl gently lay down. Booker comes in
to take out both Twins and hits a bad looking Rock Bottom for two on Ron
(jump dude), followed by the Bodog from Kidman. That’s enough for the
Twins as a belt shot draws the DQ.

Torrie gets on Don’s back but gets thrown down, earning Don a chair to



the head.

The Mamalukes tell Disco to get them a rematch or he’s out. Disco says
it’s really their fault so Vito says Disco is out.

Total Package vs. Vampiro

So much for Vampiro’s push. Before the match, Luger tells Vampiro that
this is his welcome to the major leagues but he only has a wiffle ball
bat. Vampiro sneaks in through the crowd for an enziguri to start fast
but Luger goes low to take over. What looks to be a Rack attempt is
turned into a belly to back suplex before Luger starts kicking at the bad
arm. Vampiro tries going to the floor but Luger drives an ax handle into
the back and posts him for good measure.

Back in and Luger drops him with a gorilla press, which means he must be
running out of moves to use. Vampiro comes back with a bunch of kicks as
Tony is STUNNED that Vampiro could get in offense on someone like Luger.
A top rope clothesline gets two on Luger but here’s Ric Flair, who is
quickly dropped by an elbow. The distraction is enough for Luger to get
in a bat shot though and the Rack is good for the submission.

Rating: D+. Dang that was close. Vampiro was getting close to get over as
a young face here but Luger took him out just in time. Standard WCW
formula here: the young guy gets close but can’t get the win because it
just wouldn’t work to let Vampiro get a fluke win because it might hurt
Luger’s spot, as if he actually might not be near the top of the card
until he dies. I mean, he was a big star like eight years ago.

Sting makes the save.

Scott Steiner says it’s hard to keep a hard man down and rants about
Hogan being as successful as he was because of people like Steiner behind
him.

More Rachman.

Nitro Girls.

Dustin Rhodes is tired of being held down by the old guys so he’s taking



them out one by one, starting with Curt Hennig tonight.

We see clips of a press conference after Uncensored went off the air last
night. Oh man let’s get this over with. Sid wasn’t surprised by anything
Jeff threw at him last night but here’s Hogan to officially endorse Sid
but the spotlight is taken away from Sid and he doesn’t seem thrilled.
This is of course totally different than the Wrestlemania VIII press
conference where Hogan stole the spotlight from Sid to get on his nerves
back in 1992.

Norman Smiley vs. Hugh Morrus

Smiley is past his demon phase but has gone with something far more
terrifying: a Florida Gators jersey. Smiley grabs a cravate to start but
Morrus elbows him in the jaw to break up the spanking dance. A butterfly
suplex is countered into a sunset flip to give Norman two but another
elbow puts him down again. Some dancing elbows (he’s a man of limited
offense) get two for Morrus as he pulls Smiley up. A powerslam gets the
same treatment before No Laughing Matter ends the destruction. That’s
what Smiley gets for getting popular when WCW doesn’t want him to. Serves
him right for the hard work.

Demon comes out to check on Norman but gets laid out too. So we have the
popular Norman, the guy with a pop culture connection, and the one step
above average power brawler. Guess who gets to stand tall.

Hennig says he’ll beat Dustin because he’s unbeatable. That doesn’t mean
he’ll beat Dustin. They could just go to a draw, which means Dustin
wouldn’t win but Hennig wouldn’t lose. Hennig really should get these
details right.

Dustin Rhodes vs. Curt Hennig

Hennig still has a cast on. Rhodes takes him into the corner to start as
Madden declares himself a Rhodes fan for how Dustin ripped on Hogan.
Hennig comes back with a neckbreaker and right hands, followed by the
necksnap. A big right hand knocks Curt to the floor and Dustin slams the
cast into the barricade before ripping the cast off for the DQ. Really,
that’s a DQ?



Dustin hits the referee but Hogan makes the save. Hogan and…..midcarders?
Huh? I mean HUH??? Tony: “Thank God for Hogan.”

Sid promises to win tonight and tells Jimmy to make sure no one comes to
the ring tonight.

Sting says he has to fight Ric at least one more time, but tonight Team
Package is split right down the middle and, I quote, “Team Package is
like two peas in a pod.” That was the funniest unintentional line in
months, or maybe I’m just desperate for anything remotely amusing.

Tank Abbott vs. Barbarian

Meng is watching backstage and says not long now Tank, not long at all.
WHY CAN MENG TALK??? I know he has before but again, MONSTERS DON’T TALK.
Slugout to start with Barbarian getting the better of it but Tank slams
him down and puts on a front facelock before the big punch knocks
Barbarian out. Just a longer version of Tank’s usual stuff.

Flair starts talking as he walks to the ring but we cut to Sting for more
walking.

Ricky Rachman is a thing for the third time tonight.

Sting vs. Ric Flair

This is Sting’s first match on Nitro since December. They start with a
basic sequence as Sting shoulders him down, knocks Flair to the apron,
clotheslines him to the floor and clotheslines him on the floor for good
measure. The Stinger Splash against the barricade misses though (that’s
up there with Flair’s…..whatever off the top) and Ric takes over.

Back in and Flair punches him in the jaw to drop Sting, possibly wanting
to knock off Sting’s beard at the same time. It’s time to no sell chops
though with a pair of press slams, including one off the top. Cue Luger
who gets beaten up as well and it’s Stinger Splashes all around, setting
up the Scorpion to make Flair give up.

Rating: C-. Flair vs. Sting is one of those matches that automatically
receives a higher rating by definition. It’s just a hard pairing to screw



up because they’re both talented and have fought so many times that it’s
almost impossible for them to screw up out there. I have no idea why
we’re still seeing them fight, but the terrifying reason is that they’re
one of the few combinations that still might work around here. You know,
of course omitting any pairing of old vs. new because those are just out
of the question.

Luger and Flair beat Sting down until Vampiro makes the save.

Scott Steiner/Jeff Jarrett vs. Sid Vicious/Hulk Hogan

If Jarrett gets pinned, he can never ask for a title shot again, but if
he pins Sid, he gets the next shot. Jeff ejects the girls again and tells
them to warm up the jacuzzi. Hogan and Jarrett get things going with Hulk
hammering away and sending Jeff face first into Sid’s boot. Sid and Hogan
take turns on Jeff’s arm before Hogan goes back to his comfort zone of
right hands in the corner. At least they look better than last night’s
batch.

Steiner breaks up a chokeslam attempt and the bag guys take over with the
bicep curl elbow getting two. Scott charges into a boot in the corner and
the tag brings in Hogan to clean house. The fans chant for Hogan and Sid
isn’t happy. The big boot drops Jarrett and Hogan loads up the legdrop,
only to charge into a chokeslam…..for the pin due to reasons that I don’t
want to understand.

Rating: D. So now they’re just flat out ripping off the main event of
Wrestlemania VIII, right down to the tag match that set it up. Sid is a
heel now, meaning the top faces are once again Hogan and Sting
with……Vampiro in third place I guess. Bad match, but like I said earlier,
do they have a better option than Hogan vs. Sid right now? Hogan vs. a
monster is as simple of an idea as you can have, even in 2000.

Sid talks trash to Hogan to end the show.

Overall Rating: D. WCW at this point is in a weird place as they’re
getting the most out of what they have, but the ceiling is so low on what
they can accomplish that it’s not saying much. This was more watchable
than Uncensored as they’re keeping the wrestling short, but the stories



are just not doing it. They’re such basic ideas with people who can’t
back it up in the ring and that’s not going to work in either the short
term or the long term.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

So  I  Started  Watching  The
List
I  was thinking it would be a half hour version of Countdown.
And it’s a half hour version of Countdown.  I have no idea why
they dropped Countdown, which is pretty much the easiest show
in the world to do and the format was as basic as you could
ask for, but instead we now get this, which is the exact same
thing  but  with  almost  all  new  names  instead  of  anything
historic.

To give you an idea of what I was in for, the first show was
called  Trendiest  Divas,  meaning  we’re  already  in  Twitter
territory.  The top of the list of course?  The Bellas, with a
special video on Stephanie to close things out.  Yeah…..I need
to just watch Countdown reruns.
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John  Cena  Wrestling  At
Summerslam
According  to Cena himself on Summerslam.  It’s not really a
surprise  and  probably  the  best  possible  option.   This  is
probably my last Tough Enough related post this year.

Summerslam  Count-Up  –  2003:
They Were Chanting His Name
Summerslam 2003
Date: August 24, 2003
Location: America West Arena, Phoenix, Arizona
Attendance: 16,113
Commentators: Jim Ross, Tazz, Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler

Another year another Summerslam and yet again the company has changed.
Tonight we have a double main event with a Wrestlemania rematch of Lesnar
vs. Angle II for the Smackdown Title and an Elimination Chamber match for
the Raw Title. 2003 was split down the middle in quality as Raw was
atrocious and Smackdown was some of the best television in company
history. It’s always interesting to see the two shows come together.
Let’s get to it.

The US Marine Corps presents the American flag while Lillian sings the
Star Spangled Banner.

The opening video talks about how there is evil in this world and the
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Chamber tonight will prove it.

Raw Tag Titles: Dudley Boyz vs. La Resistance

The Dudleyz are challenging and the EVIL foreigners are Rene Dupree and
Sylvain Grenier. Bubba of course comes out with an American flag to
hammer in the face status. The whole patriotism thing was a big deal in
this feud as the third member of La Resistance, an American named Rob
Conway, pretended to be a soldier to sneak up on the Dudleyz. It’s a
brawl to start in the aisle with the challengers in full control.

D-Von chokes Dupree with the robe to start before armbarring Grenier
down. A slam and a legdrop gets two on Sylvain and it’s off to Bubba for
the power brawling. He puts Grenier in the Tree of Woe and stands on his
crotch to make the French guy scream. The Dudleys clear the ring but
Grenier gets in a cheap shot to give the champions control on Bubba. A
double shoulder puts Bubba down for two as the USA chant starts up.

Back to Dupree for a bearhug, which isn’t often a move you see on a fat
man like Bubba. Some headbutts break up hold but Bubba walks into a
spinebuster for two. Bubba punches his way over to the hot tag (four
minutes into the match) and D-Von cleans house. A rollup gets two on
Grenier as everything breaks down. D-Von walks into a double spinebuster
for two but it’s What’s Up to Dupree. The 3D lays out Dupree but Grenier
makes save. Now a cameraman lays out D-Von with a camera to the head to
retain the titles. It’s Rob Conway of course.

Rating: D+. That’s a pretty lame choice for an opener. Not only did the
fans not get what they wanted but the match sucked as well. This was a
dark time for the tag team division and there was no reason at all for
there to be two sets of titles at this point. At the end of the day there
wasn’t nearly enough depth and it made for lame matches like this. The
Dudleys would get the belts next month.

Spike tries to run in for the save but Conway lays him out with the
camera. Conway hasn’t been named here but I think the spoiler is ok at
this point.

Coach says La Resistance was clever so Bubba accuses him of being anti-



American and vows to get the belts back.

Eric Bischoff is warming up when Intercontinental Champion Christian
comes up. He wants to know why he isn’t on the show but Bischoff blames
Co-GM Steve Austin. Christian isn’t pleased but offers to be in Eric’s
corner for his match later. Bischoff says he has his own plan and won’t
answer what happens in the bedroom with Linda. Eric says he’ll tell
everyone later.

We recap A-Train vs. Undertaker. A-Train (Tensai) is working for Vince
who is in a semi-war with Taker, setting up tonight’s match. This would
evolve into a bigger war soon enough.

Undertaker vs. A-Train

A-Train comes out with Vince’s mistress Sable and Undertaker has bad
ribs. Feeling out process to start with A-Train grabbing a few headlocks
for early control. Taker hits a quick Russian legsweep for two and he
cranks on the arm to set up Old School. The second attempt works a bit
better and Taker stays on the arm. A big boot misses and Taker falls out
to the floor, reinjuring the ribs.

A-Train starts pounding away on the ribs and sends them into the
barricade for two back in the ring. Taker gets in some shots to the ribs
of his own for a breather but A-Train comes back with an impressive
suplex to take him down. This is the kind of character A-Train was
perfect as: a heavy who could do some impressive moves at times. A-Train
fights out of a sleeper with a belly to back suplex but Taker hits a
quick Snake Eyes to get a breather. A big boot misses the big bald head
and a double clothesline puts each other down.

Taker wins a slugout after A-Train hung in there a lot longer than
expected. Now the big boot sets up the legdrop (BROTHER) for two and
another legdrop to the back of the head with A-Train on the apron has the
bald one staggered. The Last Ride is easily broken up but the referee is
bumped.

A-Train hits the Derailer (chokebomb) but the delayed count only gets
two. Taker accidentally clotheslines the referee down again (the second



match does NOT warrant two ref bumps) and A-Train brings in a chair, only
to have it cracked over his own head for a near fall. A-Train escapes a
tombstone but gets caught in a chokeslam for the pin.

Rating: D. What are you expecting out of this match? This was back when
Taker was pretty bad in the ring due to being completely unmotivated and
bored with the biker character. Thankfully he would be the Dead Man again
by Wrestlemania and would eventually reignite his career around 2007.

Post match Sable tries to seduce Taker for some reason but Stephanie
comes in to go after her, presumably setting up a mixed tag.

Coach polls some fans on who wins the Chamber.

We recap Shane McMahon vs. Eric Bischoff. Shane was feuding with Kane but
Bischoff stopped them from fighting. Austin made Bischoff vs. Shane for
that night but Kane interfered and cost Shane the match (he later tied
Shane to the steps and electrocuted his testicles. It was stupid back
then and it’s even worse now. This is what I had to deal with people).

Later, Bischoff caused JR to nearly be lit on fire, so Austin had to
prevent a lawsuit by making Kane vs. Bischoff but Kane walked away for
some reason, giving Bischoff the win by countout. This was a qualifying
match for a Summerslam match with Kane, making our match tonight. Then
Bischoff went to Linda’s house and pinned her arm behind her back and
kissed her against her will.Think that’s enough to set up this match?

Shane McMahon vs. Eric Bischoff

Before the match, Eric implies that he screwed Linda several times over
that night. This brings out Shane to send Eric into the corner for a
beating. Crossface punches send Bischoff to the floor but Shane
clotheslines him in the back of the head. Back to ringside and Shane
breaks the referee’s count (sidebar: why doesn’t that happen when both
guys are on the floor and one guy slides back in at the last second?)
before kicking away at Shane even more.

Bischoff is sent into the announce table and stomped down, only to have
Coach come in with a chair and turning heel by helping Bischoff. The



referee says ring the bell but Bischoff makes it No DQ and falls count
anywhere. Shane is sent into the steps for two as Coach is playing the
enforcer here. He holds Shane as Bischoff tells the production truck to
turn off JR and King’s microphones so Coach can do commentary.

Bischoff starts firing off kicks as Coach does the eternally annoying JR
impersonation. This keeps going for awhile until Shane gets in a right
hand, only to be dropped by a low blow from Coach. Cue Steve Austin who
can’t fight unless physically provoked. Shane shoves Coach into Austin
which is enough for the beating to begin. Austin and Shane stomp Coach
down in the corner and clear the ring. Austin has the mics turned back on
as Shane grabs Eric’s hand and uses it to slap Austin’s face, meaning
Austin can Stun Bischoff. That’s not good enough or Shane so he puts Eric
on the table for the big elbow for the pin.

Rating: N/A. This was a long segment instead of a match. Also to recap
how stupid things were at this point, we’re supposed to be interested in
Austin/Shane vs. Coach/Bischoff when Austin has equal power to Eric. We
also have Stephanie vs. Sable, because EVERYONE wants to see the McMahons
dominating the show. This is in addition to Evolution dragging Raw down
the drain with the Kevin Nash and Goldberg feuds. See why 2003 is
considered so bad?

Wrestlemania moment. Kind of an odd time for one of these but Shawn
superkicking Bret was an awesome moment.

We see Kevin Nash getting ready. JR: “Nash is a street fighter at heart.”
I haven’t laughed that hard in awhile.

Flair and HHH tell Orton to keep the title on the Game tonight and
nothing more.

US Title: Eddie Guerrero vs. Chris Benoit vs. Tajiri vs. Rhyno

Eddie is defending and this is one fall to a finish. Eddie has ticked off
all three challengers so they all want to take him out. The champion
bails to the floor so everyone else can fight and we quickly get down to
Rhyno vs. Benoit. Chris hooks a quick Crossface, drawing Eddie in for the
save. Tajiri is back in as well but Eddie breaks up a cover. Everyone is



in now and all three challengers go after Eddie at the same time.

Rhyno hits a running shoulder to Eddie’s ribs in the corner and
powerslams him down for two but Benoit comes back with a German suplex. A
belly to back gets two on Tajiri but Eddie makes another save. Benoit is
suplexed to the floor and Eddie is left alone with Tajiri, only to have
the challenger monkey flip Eddie down for two. Rhyno comes back in and
sends Tajiri to the floor but Benoit wants to beat up Eddie himself,
triggering a brawl between challengers.

Rhyno gets control again and superplexes Eddie down for two but Tajiri
kicks him in the back of the head. Tajiri snaps off the handspring elbow
for two on Chris but Rhyno sends Tajiri to the floor, only to have Eddie
headscissor him out to the floor. Eddie hurricanranas Benoit out of the
corner for two and it’s Tajiri in again for some hard kicks. Eddie hooks
the Lasso From El Paso (Liontamer crossed with the Texas Cloverleaf) on
Tajiri but Benoit stops Rhyno from making the save with the Crossface.

Tajiri makes the ropes so Eddie turns around to dropkick Benoit in the
head for the save. Benoit grabs the Crossface on Guerrero but Rhyno and
Tajiri make the double save. Rhyno hits a spinebuster for two on Tajiri
but Benoit knocks Rhyno to the floor. Chris rolls some Germans on Tajiri
but Tajiri reverses into one of his own for two on Benoit.

Tajiri catches a charging Benoit in the Tarantula and the distraction
lets Eddie get the US Title to shield himself from Rhyno’s Gore. Tajiri
breaks up the Frog Splash but gets caught in the Tree of Woe. Benoit Swan
Dives Rhyno but Tajiri makes a last second save. Tajiri and Benoit fall
to the floor and Eddie frog splashes Rhyno to retain.

Rating: B+. This was non-stop action for about eleven minutes and
incredibly entertaining as a result. It’s a great example of how
wrestling and action can be so much more interesting than whatever drama
the McMahons have going on at the moment. Watching these four make save
after save is WAY more fun than hearing about Bischoff forcing himself on
Linda or Stephanie being FURIOUS with Sable over whatever affair her dad
is having this month.

We recap Brock Lesnar destroying Zack Gowen on Smackdown (good for him).



Lesnar had him COVERED in blood and rubbed the blood on his own chest.
Gowen had his leg broken in two places so he couldn’t face Matt Hardy
tonight. Matt declared himself the winner on Heat like a good heel would.

We recap Angle vs. Lesnar. Angle lost to Brock in the main event of
Wrestlemania, leading to Vengeance where Angle pinned Lesnar in a three
way to get the title back. The two of them became best friends and
friendly rivals, leading to Brock wanting a rematch. Vince said no, but
if Lesnar can beat Vince in a cage with Angle as referee, he can have the
shot. Before the match, someone attacked Brock and laid him out with a
concussion. Brock popped up and turned on Angle, revealing that he’s
working for Vince as the new heavy and getting the title shot for
tonight. Vince called this the REAL Brock Lesnar.

Smackdown World Title: Brock Lesnar vs. Kurt Angle

Angle is defending of course. Brock shoves him in the corner to show off
the power so Angle starts getting lower. They hit the technical stuff on
the mat but Brock escapes into a standoff. Brock quickly takes him down
with a headscissors but it’s Angle escaping to another stalemate. Lesnar
shoves him around with the power so Angle leverages him into the corner
and says bring it on. Some quick armdrags send Brock out to the floor and
various things are destroyed in frustration.

Lesnar picks up the belt and tries to walk out with it but Kurt pounds
him down in the aisle to start the brawling. Back in and Angle snaps off
the first overhead belly to belly for two before stomping him down in the
corner. Brock comes right back with a gorilla press and throws Angle out
to the floor. Angle is sent into the steps as this is far different from
the Wrestlemania match. Back in and Brock hits a release belly to belly
without leaving his feet.

Angle slips out of another gorilla press and gets two off an O’Connor
Roll, only to walk into a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for two. We hit the
rear naked choke on Angle which is turned into a bodyscissors. Angle
fights up but runs into a knee to the ribs to put him right back down.
Kurt is pounded into the corner but grabs a rollup for two, only to be
clotheslined back down. The story of this match isn’t working as well as



their first fight. This is much more of a traditional wrestling match
with good vs. evil and that’s not what these two are best at.

Lesnar comes right back with something like a Muscle Buster for two,
followed up by shoulders to the ribs in the corner. Brock sends him into
the corner to stay on the ribs and back before firing off more shoulders
in the corner. Angle finally moves to avoid a charge, sending Brock
shoulder first into the post. A dropkick takes Brock’s knee out and Angle
rolls some Germans for a close two. Brock comes back with an overhead
belly to belly of his own but Angle pops up and tries the Slam, only to
be countered into a spinebuster for a close two. The fans are into this
match.

Angle counters an F5 into a DDT and both guys are down. A delayed cover
gets two for the champion and there go the straps. The Angle Slam
connects but Brock is up at two as per tradition. In one of my favorite
moments, Angle puts the straps up so he can take them back down, firing
himself up even more. There’s the ankle lock but Brock makes a rope.
Angle pulls him back so the rope doesn’t count in a questionable call, so
Lesnar rolls out, bumping the referee in the process.

Lesnar sends him into the corner and Angle tries a sunset flip but stops
before going down, wrapping his legs around Brock’s neck in a choke
before putting on another ankle lock. Lesnar eventually taps but there’s
no referee so here’s Vince with a chair to Angle’s back to break the
hold. Brock gets to his one good foot and hits a pretty awesome one
legged F5 for a delayed two. Vince demands another F5 but Angle counters
into the ankle lock. Brock grabs the rope but again Angle pulls him to
the middle for no break. Brock grabs all four bottom ropes but the
referee doesn’t break it, forcing Brock to tap out.

Rating: B. It’s a good match but the ending never worked for me. At the
end of the day, if you touch the ropes the hold is supposed to be broken.
That’s wrestling 101, but for some reason it doesn’t count at the end of
this match. The match was good but it was overbooked when you have these
two being able to own whatever ring they’re in. The Vince stuff was
annoying but that’s what you have to expect in WWE.



Post match Vince tries to jump Angle again but gets Angle Slammed through
a chair for his efforts. And on Vince’s birthday too.

Goldberg is listening to an iPod to get ready. That’s such a wrong image.

Some Arizona Diamondbacks are here.

We recap Kane vs. RVD. They had been friends and tag champions but Kane
lost a match to HHH, forcing him to unmask. This unleashed Kane’s inner

demons for the 10th time or so, turning him into a psycho who lit JR on
fire. Kane swore everyone was laughing at him even though RVD told him
everything was fine. Kane beat up RVD in a match and tombstoned Linda
McMahon on a stage to start his feud with Shane, leading to a rematch
with Rob here tonight.

Kane vs. Rob Van Dam

Fink says this is No Holds Barred. So does that make Kane Zeus? JR calls
Kane an inbred mongrel dog, which isn’t that high up on his list of
sayings. Van Dam fires off right hands to start but Kane takes him to the
floor with a few uppercuts. Kane charges into a boot and gets kicked in
the face to put the monster down. Kane easily slugs him down and pulls
out a ladder. Van Dam manages to smash the end of it to drive the ladder
into Kane’s face, only to have Rolling Thunder caught by the throat.

RVD kicks out of the chokeslam but gets knocked out to the floor as the
brawl continues. Kane sends him into the steps and is in full on monster
mode. Back in and Van Dam scores with a kick and some shoulders to the
ribs for two. Rob goes up top but gets shoved down onto the barricade to
give Kane control again. A ladder to the face gets two back in the ring
and a big clothesline puts Van Dam down again.

We hit the slow motion part of the match as Kane pounds on Van Dam very
slowly to stop the crowd from being interested. Van Dam is backdropped to
the floor but Kane badly botches the top rope clothesline, nearly falling
on his head and dying. Kane avoids another ladder shot and DDTs Van Dam
on he floor, only to have Rob catch a charging Kane in a drop toehold to
send him face first into the steps. Kane is kicked into the crowd and
crotched as he tries to come back to ringside.



Van Dam’s spin kick off the apron puts Kane down again as this match just
keeps going. Back in and Rolling Thunder onto the chair crushes Kane but
Rob can’t follow up. Kane sits up but gets caught by a Van Daminator. Rob
loads up the Van Terminator but Kane rolls away at the last second. They
head to the floor and Kane tombstones Rob onto the steps, killing him
dead for the pin.

Rating: C-. This was an ok brawl but it went on WAY too long. At the end
of the day this was just a rest stop on the way to Kane vs. Shane next
month which was probably the more interesting feud anyway. The match was
Van Dam trying his best but not being able to keep Kane down. It
certainly wasn’t a squash but it wasn’t many steps above one.

Eric is annoyed that Terri is asking him questions. Linda comes in and
slaps Bischoff in the face.

HHH looks at the world title.

The Chamber is lowered.

We recap the world title match. There isn’t much to this other than HHH
is injured and can’t fight Goldberg one on one so we get an Elimination
Chamber instead. Goldberg is in for obvious reasons, Jericho and Nash
have been feuding lately, Orton is there to give HHH a hand and Shawn is
there for past issues with HHH. This gets the music video treatment, set
to St. Anger by Metallica.

Raw World Title: HHH vs. Kevin Nash vs. Goldberg vs. Chris Jericho vs.
Shawn Michaels vs. Randy Orton

After about 12 minutes of entrances we start with Shawn vs. Jericho, who
will go for three minutes. After that time is up, a pod will open to
release another wrestler. Three more minutes and another pod opens. This
repeats until everyone is in and it’s last man standing wins.
Eliminations can occur at any time and have to take place in the ring,
not on the cage floor outside the ring next to the pods. They trade
hammerlocks to start until Jericho rolls through a cross body for two.

They trade chain wrestling moves into a pinfall reversal sequence as the



fans chant for Goldberg. Back up and Shawn slaps him in the face before
backdropping him down. Jericho’s Walls attempt is countered into a small
package for two but Jericho comes back with a bulldog to take Shawn down.
JR screws up the world title continuity by saying the title has only
changed hands once in Phoenix, but that’s the other world title. Not that
it matters to WWE but they make such a big deal about the continuity that
it’s worth pointing out.

Anyway Orton is #3 and gets two off a high cross to Shawn. Michaels is
clotheslined to the cage floor but he comes back in to pound away on
Jericho. Randy dropkicks him down and stomps Jericho down against the
ropes but can’t RKO Shawn. Instead Orton is sent to the cage floor by a
combined effort, only to have Jericho put Shawn in the Walls. Kevin Nash
is in at #4 to make the save and go after Jericho as Shawn and Orton
brawl in the ring. Jericho’s face is rubbed against the cage to give us
our first blood.

Nash (with short blonde hair here for a movie) cleans house but walks
into a superkick into a rollup for the pin by Jericho. Nash was in there
about two minutes or so. HHH is #5 but Shawn superkicks him before he can
get out of the pod to make sure the injured champion doesn’t have to do
much. Nash lays out Jericho, Orton and Shawn with Jackknives, leaving
everyone down for a massive dead spot. Shawn is busted as well.

They finally get back up to slug it out as JR talks about Oklahoma for no
apparent reason. Here’s Goldberg at #6 to FINALLY wake the crowd up a
bit. He cleans house and clotheslines Jericho and Shawn down before
spearing Orton down for the pin, leaving us with four. Jericho hits a
quick missile dropkick for two on Goldberg but he launches Chris into the
cage to put him back down.

Goldberg sends Shawn into the corner before spearing Jericho through the
glass pod. Goldberg is dazed though, allowing Shawn to drop the elbow to
set up Sweet Chin Music. This is Goldberg though so the kick is blocked
by a spear and the Jackhammer gets us down to three. A quick spear and
Jackhammer to Jericho leaves us with HHH vs. Goldberg. HHH is still in
the pod as he’s been in the match for about six minutes now and literally
hasn’t done anything.



Flair shoves the pod door closed to save HHH so Goldberg kicks the pod
door in so we can actually have a match. Goldberg pounds away in the pod
before sending HHH face first into the cage. The champion is busted open
but he FINALLY gets in a kick to the leg and sends Goldberg into the
cage. Goldberg comes right back with a clothesline and they head into the
ring. The spear is loaded up but hits the sledgehammer that Flair slid
in, keeping the title on HHH.

Rating: C-. This didn’t work very well and the ending sums up everything
wrong with Raw in 2003. The fans were primed for a Goldberg title win,
HHH was injured and had no business being in the match anyway, Goldberg
dominated the match, HHH literally hit two offensive moves in ten minutes
of match time, but HHH uses the sledgehammer to retain the title. Yeah
Goldberg got the title a month later, but THIS is the match people
remember because THIS is the big show. HHH wins at the big show, the
monster wins the next month at the B show. Does this sound familiar to
fans in 2013?

As for the rest of the match, there’s nothing going on here. It’s less
than twenty minutes long from bell to bell and the three minute intervals
really hold this down. No one had time to do anything, making it more
like the 1995 Rumble than anything else. It’s just not very good and the
ending sucked whatever life it had out of the match. Again, 2003 Raw just
wasn’t that good and this match sums up why.

Post match HHH and Evolution gets to destroy Goldberg again with the
hammer to really pound in who is the star. Goldberg is handcuffed to the
cage so HHH can shove the belt in his face and remind him who the
champion is to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. There’s some good stuff on here but the HHH factor
drags it down again. I’ve said this a lot tonight but 2003 just wasn’t a
good year overall. It’s a bunch of matches and feuds that people don’t
want to see but we have the same McMahon nonsense over and over again
because WWE is their playground and they can do whatever they like. Over
on Raw HHH gets to keep the title FOREVER despite being hurt and having
beasts like Benoit and Guerrero waiting in the wings to be the next guys.
Did they pan out in the end? No, but at this point no one knew that was



the case and HHH got the title as a result.

Ratings Comparison

La Resistance vs. Dudley Boyz

Original: C

Redo: D+

A-Train vs. Undertaker

Original: D

Redo: D

Eric Bischoff vs. Shane McMahon

Original: D

Redo: N/A

Tajiri vs. Rhyno vs. Eddie Guerrero vs. Chris Benoit

Original: B-

Redo: B+

Brock Lesnar vs. Kurt Angle

Original: A-

Redo: B

Rob Van Dam vs. Kane

Original: C-

Redo: C-

Goldberg vs. HHH vs. Kevin Nash vs. Shawn Michaels vs. Chris Jericho vs.
Randy Orton

Original: D



Redo: C-

Overall Rating

Original: D+

Redo: C

So I liked almost all of the matches more or the same the first time, but
the overall rating is much higher this time. Not surprising.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/06/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2
003-brock-vs-angle-ii/

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Monday Night Raw – August 10,
2015:  Wet  Hot  American
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Summerslam Build
Monday Night Raw
Date: August 10, 2015
Location: Xfinity Arena, Everett, Washington
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Byron Saxton

We have less than two weeks before Summerslam and the question at the
moment is whether or not John Cena is going to be able to defend his US
Title in the main event against World Champion Seth Rollins due to his
recently broken nose. The majority of the card is set already so the next
few shows are just going to be about firming up the existing programs.
Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Here’s Rollins to open the show, complete with another video of the knee
to the nose. Rollins is still wondering where Cena is, as he issued his
challenge for Summerslam last week but there hasn’t been a reply yet.
Where has Cena been? Jamming on the new Dr. Dre album and contemplating
reigniting his rap “career?” Cena is straight out of action, not straight
out of Compton.

Rollins doesn’t understand why he hasn’t heard from Cena as John is
scheduled for Tough Enough tomorrow. If he can be on that show, it makes
Seth think that Cena is cowering from the champ. Rollins gets word that
Cena is here but it’s via satellite. We get a picture of Cena with only
his mouth moving out of a late night talk show sketch.

“Cena”, in Rollins’ voice, says Yabba Dabba Doo and says he’s going to
Tough Enough to apply for a new job. It’s gone from Hustle, Loyalty and
Respect to surgery, recovery and rehab. Cena is giving up because his
nose was so destroyed and there’s no way he can beat Rollins and because
he looks like he got a nose job from Picasso.

Seth talks about last week’s WWE World Title Open Challenge but here’s
Cesaro to interrupt. Cesaro doesn’t like hearing Rollins going on and on
and on and on, but he does like hearing about another Open Challenge.
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Rollins says not so fast because Cesaro hasn’t earned it, but here’s
Kevin Owens to interrupt as well.

Kevin says Cesaro believes in himself because of a bunch of CESARO
SECTION signs, but why should either of these two have any say when
neither of them can beat John Cena? Cena beat Rollins a few weeks back
but Owens pinned Cena, so he should get the shot. Now it’s Rollins coming
out to make fun of Owens’ gut and Cesaro’s glasses but Rollins says Tom
Brady has a better chance of getting a free meal in Seattle than any of
them do of getting a title shot tonight, so they can all get out of here.

This brings out HHH, who didn’t like Rollins saying he doesn’t care what
the Authority thinks. The doctors have told him that Cena is 50/50 for
Summerslam, so Rollins might need a backup opponent. Therefore, tonight
there’s going to be a triple threat match with Cesaro vs. Orton vs.
Owens, and the winner gets a title shot against Rollins TONIGHT. There
were some funny lines in here, which makes me think the WWE writers had
nothing to do with it. This also ran too long, which isn’t surprising as
they could have cut this WAY down.

Team BAD vs. Team Bella

PCB (their new name after an adult site had already taken Submission
Sorority. You can’t make that stuff up) is on commentary. In an inset
interview, Team BAD debuts the term Belladashians and I want to reach for
a gun. Naomi elbows Fox in the face to start but it’s off to Nikki for
two off a back elbow. BAD takes over on the champ though with Naomi doing
her corner wiggle, earning her a spinebuster from Nikki for two. Nikki’s
spinning kick out of the corner drops Naomi again and we take a break.

Back with Sasha getting two on Nikki as PCB laughs at the idea of the
Bellas starting the Divas Revolution. Nikki finally gets free and makes
the hot tag to Brie, who is as over as she’s ever been since it’s her
husband’s home territory. Brie cleans house as everything breaks down but
Tamina gets in a few good shots. The superkick is loaded up but Brie gets
a HORRIBLE looking rollup for the pin on Tamina at 9:00. Come on, it’s a
ROLLUP. How can you not do that properly?

Rating: C. This was fine for the most part but the ending sequence was a



letdown. I like the idea of putting Brie in there where she’s going to be
popular, but I’m getting really tired of the Bellas not knowing if
they’re faces or heels from one week to another. You can’t have their
personalities on Total Divas and then expect people to cheer for them on
Raw. Well at least you can’t if you have the slightest bit of
intelligence about you.

Everyone brawls post match and the Bellas and Fox are knocked to the
floor, leaving everyone else to have a staredown. So much for winning
meaning anything.

Stephen Amell is here.

New Day vs. Los Matadores

Kofi’s grin as he skips to the ring is greatness. New Day takes over
early on and we hit the rotating stomps on Diego in the corner as Woods
plays cheerleader on the floor. Big E. slams Diego down for two but he
misses a charge into the post. The tag brings in Fernando to speed things
up with some weird shouting and a springboard flip dive to take Kofi
down. Woods gets Kofi out of the way of a charge but Torito takes him
over with a hurricanrana. The Midnight Hour is enough to put Fernando
away at 4:01.

Rating: D+. It’s just a squash but it’s nice to get the Matadores out of
the running for the title shot. I don’t think anyone would have bought
them in there and it never would have worked. I’m really hoping we aren’t
stuck with New Day vs. Prime Time Players again but adding another team
or two would spruce things right up.

Post break New Day is dancing and singing in the back when Renee Young
comes in and says it’s New Day vs. the Prime Time Players vs. Los
Matadores vs. Lucha Dragons. New Day thinks we should just add Doom, Men
on a Mission and Harlem Heat but then decide that a four way is fine.
Renee even joins in on the clapping. I’m very glad WWE has basically said
Los Matadores losing there meant nothing as they’re instantly in the
title match anyway. Why do we watch these TV matches again?

HHH gives Rollins a pep talk. It’s a wonder that Rollins isn’t sitting on



his daddy’s knee for this one.

We recap Reigns issuing a challenge on Smackdown for himself/Ambrose vs.
Wyatt/Harper at Summerslam, which was accepted at the end of the show.
Take note, as this is one of the only times all year that something
actually happens on Summerslam.

Cesaro vs. Randy Orton vs. Kevin Owens

No one gets an entrance as they’re all in the ring when we come back from
a break. Owens gets double teamed to start so he bails to the floor,
leaving Orton to roll Cesaro up for a fast two. Cesaro can’t swing Owens
so he gets two off a double stomp instead. Orton pops back up for a pair
of t-bone suplexes but Owens is able to post Cesaro and snap Orton’s
throat across the top rope.

A backsplash gets two on Randy as this is very fast paced so far. The
fans are behind Kevin as he hammers Orton down in the corner. Cesaro
comes back in and Orton is sent to the floor. That’s fine with Owens who
knocks Cesaro outside with him, only to have Orton drop Cesaro back first
onto the barricade. Owens drops Cesaro onto the barricade as well but
Orton sends Kevin into it so he won’t feel left out.

All three get back in with Owens busting out a string of European
uppercuts, only to walk into Orton’s backbreaker. Cesaro high cross
bodies Orton for two more but he has to counter the RKO into a Crossface.
Randy grabs a rope but it doesn’t count in a triple threat because it’s
No DQ, so Orton crawls to the floor for the break. Owens knocks Cesaro to
the floor and hits a flip dive to take both guys out as we take a break,
with Cesaro holding his knee.

Back with Cesaro on his feet in the corner but getting sent into the
buckle for the Cannonball to give Owens another near fall. Owens goes up
top but has to fight off a superplex. That’s fine for one person, but
Orton and Cesaro are easily able to double superplex him down in a cool
looking visual. It’s Cesaro covering for two but Orton will have none of
that.

They slug it out instead and Randy gets swung, setting up the



Sharpshooter. Cesaro lets go because of Owens, but the Swing is kicked
away, sending Cesaro into Orton. Randy is fine enough to powerslam Owens
though, sending both guys to the apron for a double Orton DDT.

Cesaro breaks up the RKO and hits a nice dive to take Owens out, followed
by a springboard twisting European uppercut for two. That was one heck of
a sequence. Cesaro takes Owens up to but gets shoved down, only to put
his knees up to block the Swanton. A superkick takes Cesaro’s head off
but it’s an RKO to block the Pop Up Powerbomb. Cesaro eats an RKO as
well, giving Orton the pin and the title shot at 18:15.

Rating: B+. Yeah Orton won, but if Cesaro won here and lost to Rollins
tonight, people would have complained about Cesaro getting pinned. On the
other hand, if Owens won here and lost to Rollins tonight, people would
have complained about Owens getting pinned. Now on the third hand (find a
friend who will lend you a hand), Orton can win and then lose to Rollins
and people will only complain about it being Orton in the main event slot
again, as it was pretty clear he would be when he came out for the
opening segment. Really good match of course, as you would expect with
those three in there.

Ambrose said he didn’t have a friend growing up, but it’s nice to have
one now so he can get bailed out of jail in Laredo. Reigns thinks Wyatt
wouldn’t do anything for Harper because they’re not family. Ambrose knows
how Reigns likes his coffee, water and beer, which is proof that they’re
brothers. Believe that.

We get quick thoughts from various legends and wrestlers about the
history of Undertaker and how amazing the Streak really was. Heyman wants
to hear about the myth of Brock Lesnar, which leads to a variety of
people talking about how unique Brock’s skills really are and how you can
only hope to survive instead of defeating him.

We see some clips of the Streak ending and people talk about what a shock
it was. Heyman’s look of astonishment when the pin actually happened was
perfect. Then fifteen months later Undertaker interrupted Brock squashing
Rollins at Battleground and a huge brawl ensued the next night on Raw.
The talking heads are split on their pick for Summerslam. This was every



“they’re both so awesome” segment you’ve ever seen.

Undertaker and Lesnar will both be here next week, in Brock’s hometown of
Minneapolis.

Dean Ambrose vs. Luke Harper

Reigns and Wyatt are at ringside. Ambrose slugs away at Harper to start
as I think we get a SEA-HAWKS chant early on. A big side slam plants Dean
for two but he low bridges Harper to the floor for a running standing
elbow from the apron as we take an early break. Back with Harper Gator
Rollins Harper and putting on a chinlock. Wyatt has taken Byron’s chair
so Byron is left standing. Fans: “SIT DOWN BYRON!”

Ambrose fights out of a chinlock and scores with a tornado DDT but Dirty
Deeds is countered. The fight spills outside with Dean blasting Wyatt
over the table and heading back inside for the rebound clothesline on
Harper. Reigns intercepts Bray before he can interfere but eats a
superkick from Harper. That earns Harper a suicide dive from Ambrose but
Dean gets crotched back inside. The discus clothesline puts Dean away at
9:35.

Rating: C. I liked this more than I would have expected to given how many
times we’ve seen them fight. The tag match at Summerslam should be fun,
but it doesn’t quite feel like a huge match. It’s still not really clear
why Wyatt hates Reigns, but at least there’s enough of a backstory there
to warrant another match.

It’s time for MizTV, but first of all Miz has to rip on Amell, saying
that once Stardust runs through him, call Miz up for some rebranding and
acting lessons. Tonight’s guest is Daniel Bryan and it take a bit for the
chants to wear down. Miz asks for quiet so the chants get even louder.
Bryan, in a funny timid voice: “Miz wants you to shut up so you better be
quiet!”

Bryan finally gets a chance to speak and says he isn’t just here to be on
MizTV. Of course he wasn’t going to miss Raw in Washington and it’s time
for that SEA-HAWKS chant again. Miz reminds the people that he’s a
Cleveland Browns fan (that explains so much) before bringing up mentoring



Bryan on the first season of NXT. Bryan mocks Miz’s Hollywood career and
wardrobe, but thinks that his own accomplishments are due to hard work
and all the fans around the world. Miz asks about Bryan’s medical status,
which is still not great. That brings Bryan to his new book, which is a
New York Times bestseller, and Tough Enough.

Miz goes on to Ryback and the Intercontinental Title, which should be
awarded to Miz after all this waiting. Cue Big Show to call Miz a cross
dressing Jedi manure spreader. The fans tell Big Show to retire but he
says find someone to retire him. This brings out the returning Ryback so
Miz bails, but Bryan throws him back inside to meet the monsters. Ryback
cleans house and poses with Bryan to end things.

Video on Charlotte.

It’s a three team Divas elimination tag at Summerslam.

Mark Henry vs. Rusev

Lana is on commentary and confirms that Dolph will be back after
Summerslam. Summer quickly gets on the apron for a distraction but Lana
pulls her down. That’s fine with Rusev who superkicks Henry down, only to
have both girls come in for the no contest at 1:07.

Summer puts Lana in the Accolade and a Rusev flag falls.

We recap Neville vs. Stardust over the last week.

Neville vs. King Barrett

Neville starts fast, kicks Barrett in the head and scores with the Red
Arrow for the pin at 1:20. Total and complete squash because that’s what
Barrett does.

Stardust comes in to lay Neville out but stops for a staredown with
Amell. He knocks Amell’s hat off and Stephen jumps the railing, jumps to
the apron and jumps over the top rope to tackle Stardust in a pretty
impressive athletic display. Security quickly breaks it up.

After a break HHH yells at Amell, but Stephen wants a tag match at



Summerslam. HHH laughs the idea off, but Amell shouts him down and offers
to sign any waivers he has to sign. Ever the genius, HHH agrees to a tag
match between Wade Barrett (yes Wade)/Stardust vs. Amell/Neville at
Summerslam. HHH: “Don’t bring a stunt man.”

Sheamus doesn’t care if Rollins or Orton wins tonight because he might
just cash in on either of them.

WWE World Title: Randy Orton vs. Seth Rollins

Rollins is defending and stalls on the floor early on. The champ comes in
and the threat of an RKO sends him bailing to the floor as we go to the
final commercial. Back with Rollins holding a chinlock before Orton makes
a comeback with clotheslines and the powerslam for two. That’s enough for
Seth as he goes outside to get the belt, only to eat another clothesline
from Orton. He drops Rollins on the announcers’ table before they head
back inside where Seth nails the low superkick.

The champ gets crotched on top and superplexed down for two. Orton can’t
follow up but is able to counter the Pedigree, only to have his DDT
countered. Rollins his one of his own and teases the RKO but settles for
another failed Pedigree attempt. Orton backdrops him to the apron for the
springboard knee but Seth dives into the RKO (in one of those spots where
he was clearly just diving that way so he could dive into the move),
drawing in Sheamus for the DQ at 13:38.

Rating: C+. Yeah fine. I think we all knew this was the ending and there
was nothing wrong with that as they weren’t going to change the title
just two weeks before Summerslam. Good enough match though as these two
have chemistry, but they need to get off this Sheamus vs. Orton stuff
already because it’s really not interesting.

Post match Sheamus Brogue Kicks Rollins and goes to cash in but eats the
RKO to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Not a great show this week but they moved things
forward going into Summerslam and that’s all that mattered. I’m digging
the idea of the title being defended on TV as even though it’s highly
unlikely that we’d see a title change, the mere chance that it could



happen makes the match feel better. I liked this show a lot better than
the recent weeks and while it’s sill not excellent, at least it’s a step
in the right direction and the kind of show they needed to have tonight.

Results

Team Bella b. Team BAD – Rollup to Tamina

New Day b. Los Matadores – Midnight Hour to Fernando

Randy Orton b. Cesaro and Kevin Owens – RKO to Cesaro

Luke Harper b. Dean Ambrose – Discus lariat

Rusev vs. Mark Henry went to a no contest when Lana and Summer Rae
interfered

Neville b. King Barrett – Red Arrow

Randy Orton b. Seth Rollins via DQ when Sheamus interfered

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Thought  of  the  Day  –  It’s
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https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/08/10/thought-of-the-day-its-been-awhile/


Been Awhile
Looking  at why this rematch with Undertaker is being better
received than Lesnar’s other rematch.

One of the keys to Brock Lesnar is spacing out his matches as well as you
can. Since he’s been back, Brock has had the following matches:

John Cena – Extreme Rules 2012

HHH – Summerslam 2012

HHH – Wrestlemania XXIX

HHH – Extreme Rules 2013

CM Punk – Summerslam 2013

Big Show – Royal Rumble 2014

Undertaker – Wrestlemania XXX

John Cena – Summerslam 2014

John Cena – Night of Champions 2014

John Cena, Seth Rollins – Royal Rumble 2015

Seth Rollins, Roman Reigns – Wrestlemania XXXI

Kofi Kingston – Beast in the East

Seth Rollins – Battleground 2015

Now, and of course this isn’t an exact science, the two times that people
seemed to be getting annoyed with Lesnar’s booking was during the HHH
trilogy which never stopped and the Cena feud. The Cena feud is where I
want to focus though, as people didn’t seem to mind Cena getting a
rematch, but moreso that he got so many in a row.

That’s the key to most of Brock’s feuds and the reason the Undertaker

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/08/10/thought-of-the-day-its-been-awhile/


rematch is being fairly well received: it’s been a year and a half since
the first match, so Brock has had a chance to fight other people. Brock
is still a featured attraction and we want to see him against a variety
of opponents. Of course he’s going to have rematches, but you need tp
space them out instead of just doing them all in a row. Imagine Rock vs.
Austin on three straight pay per views. Sure the matches would be great,
but waiting two years instead of four weeks was a huge improvement.

That being said, I’d love to see some extra time between regular feuds
too. So many title matches would be better received if we hadn’t seen it
just a month earlier.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Summerslam  Count-Up  –  2002:
One of the Greatest Shows of
All Time
Summerslam 2002
Date: August 25, 2002
Location: Nassau Veterans Memorial, Uniondale, New York
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Attendance: 14,797
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Tazz, Jim Ross

The main story coming into this show would be the Brand Split but that’s
not really an issue here as the main four PPVs weren’t brand exclusive.
As for the show itself it’s another double main event with Rock defending
his WWE (yeah E) Title against a beast named Brock Lesnar and the
returning Shawn Michaels fighting his best friend HHH in a street fight.
This is considered one of the best shows of all time so hopefully it
holds up. Let’s get to it.

There’s no opening video this year for some reason.

Kurt Angle vs. Rey Mysterio

Rey beat Angle in a tag match and has been an annoyance for him lately.
This is right after Mysterio debuted as part of probably the best year
for new talent in company history. In 2002 WWE got Mysterio, Brock
Lesnar, Batista, Randy Orton and a guy named Cena. This is when Rey’s
knees weren’t held together by glue so it should be awesome. Rey comes in
from behind and takes Angle down with a quick springboard dropkick but he
has to go to the ropes to escape the ankle lock. An early 619 attempt
misses and Angle pulls him to the floor. Very fast start.

Angle kicks at the leg as they come back in. An uppercut staggers Rey and
a wheelbarrow suplex puts him down. Rey grabs the rope to avoid a German
and gets a quick two off a rollup. Kurt gets two off a backbreaker and
bends Rey’s back around the ropes. The fans are all over Angle but he
shrugs off some forearms and catches a headscissors into a side slam for
two.

Off to a wicked half crab on Rey but he somehow sneaks out and gets two
off a rollup. Kurt takes his head off with a clothesline, only to get
caught in a jawbreaker. Rey tries to speed things up but walks into the
overhead belly to belly. There go the straps but Rey armdrags out of the
Angle Slam and sends Angle to the floor. Rey loads up a dive but the
referee stops him, drawing the most heat of the night. Mysterio will have
none of that and dives OVER THE REFEREE to take Angle out.



Back in and a springboard legdrop gets two as the crowd is on fire. Rey
tries a victory roll but gets caught in the ankle lock. Mysterio rolls
out and send Angle to the ropes for the 619. The West Coast Pop gets a
VERY close two and a spinwheel kick puts Angle down again. Mysterio goes
up top but Angle runs the ropes for the suplex, only to have Rey flip
over him but he tweaks the ankle on the landing. He’s fine enough to pop
back up and dropkick Angle on the corner though and he loads up a
hurricanrana. Angle falls forward on it though and the ankle lock is good
for the submission.

Rating: A-. EXCELLENT opener here with Mysterio showing he could hang
with anyone in the company. He really was amazing to watch when he wasn’t
banged up and bloated like he is today and this might be his best match
ever. This was a great choice for an opener and both guys looked amazing.

Eric Bischoff (Raw) and Stephanie McMahon (Smackdown) agree to share the
GM’s office tonight.

Chris Jericho vs. Ric Flair

Flair is a legend, Jericho is a young punk. This led to Jericho running
down Flair over and over again so Flair destroyed a bunch of Jericho’s
band Fozzy’s equipment as they were performing on Raw. Jericho takes him
into the corner so Flair slaps him in the face. Feeling out process to
start as Flair looks to be in a dancing mood tonight. A backdrop puts
Flair down and a belly to back suplex does the same.

Back up and Flair hits some LOUD chops to take over. They head to the
corner and it’s Jericho firing off some chops of his own to set up a
Flair Flip in the corner. A clothesline puts Flair on the floor and
Jericho hits an elbow off the top to crush him against the barricade.
Back in and Jericho fires off punches before doing a little dance. The
Canadian gets two off a middle rope missile dropkick and chokes Flair
with some tape. Flair fires off some chops but gets dropped by a single
right hand.

Jericho goes up top but Flair pulls a page out of every opponent he’s
ever had to slam him down. Chris misses a charge into the corner and
Flair backdrops him down. NOW we go to school but Jericho escapes a



suplex and tries the Walls. Flair rolls out but Jericho hits an enziguri
to put Naitch down again.

The Lionsault misses and Flair goes back to the chops to take over. Flair
tries a half crab but Jericho escapes and puts Flair in the Figure Four.
Ric makes the rope but taps out anyway, which isn’t a submission
apparently. There’s a rule clarification if you ever need one. The
referee goes to tell the timekeeper that the match is still going,
allowing Flair to hit a low blow and put on the Figure Four for the
submission. Don’t bother setting up the move or anything Ric.

Rating: C. I’m sorry for not having much of note to say but it’s almost
impossible to add stuff to good matches. Nice match here as Flair gets to
be the dirtiest player in the game again but it wasn’t anything
spectacular. Jericho was still awesome as a heel and it felt good to see
Flair make a comeback and beat him in the middle of the ring. This was at
a point when Flair could still look decent in a pair of trunks so it
wasn’t an embarrassment at all.

Heyman gives Brock a pep talk for the main event tonight. Brock is in
Rock’s head and the next big thing arrives tonight. This is when Brock
was the unstoppable monster instead of being HHH cannon fodder for a
year. I still can’t get over that it lasted that long.

Eddie Guerrero vs. Edge

Edge is still finding his footing as a singles guy and the potential is
through the roof, so the solution is the same as it was with DDP back in
97: put him with really talented people who can make him look awesome.
This resulted in Edge vs. Regal, Angle and Guerrero for about six months,
making everyone love Edge like few thought possible. Apparently Eddie is
jealous of Edge’s popularity and his status as a sex symbol. Cole’s
words, not mine.

Technical stuff to start until Edge suplexes Eddie to the apron but gets
his neck snapped across the top rope. Edge comes back with a hot shot and
a standing powerslam for two before tying Eddie up in the ropes. There’s
the spear to Eddie’s ribs but Eddie avoids the second attempt to send the
Canadian to the floor. Edge is holding his shoulder (the spear arm) and



Eddie has something to focus on. The bad shoulder goes into the steps and
Edge is in trouble.

Back in and Eddie DDTs the arm before driving some elbows into the
shoulder. A jumping DDT to the arm off the top gets two and it’s off to a
keylock. Edge finally gets to a rope so Eddie stomps even harder on the
shoulder. Now it’s a cross face chickenwing of all moves shifted into a
Fujiwara Armbar. Back up and Eddie belly to back suplexes him down but
stays on the arm with a top wristlock. Edge finally slams him down to get
a breather and fires off some clotheslines.

The half nelson faceplant gets two and Edge suplexes Eddie to the floor.
A cross body off the top to the floor puts Guerrero down but Edge injures
the shoulder again. Back in and Edge goes up but has to counter a
superplex into a front superplex for two on Eddie. Edge loads up the
spear but Eddie dropkicks him in the shoulder to put him down.

The frog splash hits knees and there’s the Edgecution for two. Another
Edgecution is countered into a northern lights and Eddie hits the frog
splash onto the bad shoulder for two. Some IDIOTS are chanting boring at
this. Eddie goes up again but gets slammed down allowing Edge to hit the
spear (with the bad shoulder with no problem) for the pin.

Rating: B-. This was chugging right along until the STUPID ending. You
cannot have Eddie working over on the arm for ten minutes and then hit
the finisher like it’s nothing. What’s the point in even working on the
arm if that’s how you end the match? It was going fine until that point
but the ending just stopped it cold, much like the spear should have done
for Edge.

The Un-Americans are ready to beat Booker T and Goldust to prove that
America sucks. The only bad part though is they have to do it here in
Long Island. This is a classic gimmick and would work at almost any point
in history.

Raw Tag Titles: Goldust/Booker T vs. Un-Americans

The Un-Americans are Lance Storm and Christian (with Test) and they have
the gold coming in. Goldust and Christian start with the Canadian being



run over and uppercutted down for two. Off to Storm who gets caught in an
atomic drop and it’s Booker T in to fire off right hands. Booker drops a
big knee for two and brings in Goldust, only to have Storm poke him in
the eye to take over.

The fans chant USA like the true xenophobes they are. We get some classic
heel cheating as the Canadians double team until Christian gets two off a
backbreaker. Back to Storm who walks into a kind of Boss Man Slam but
Christian distracts the referee so the hot tag doesn’t count. The beating
continues but Goldust catapults Christian into Storm to buy himself some
time.

Goldust slaps the mat to try to fire up the crowd but Storm takes out
Booker again so there’s no one for Goldie to tag. The champions miss a
Conchairto and NOW the hot tag goes through. Booker cleans house and lays
in the chops to Christian. A missile dropkick gets two but Booker
accidentally superkicks the referee. Booker hits a double ax kick to take
out both champions and there’s the Spinarooni. Christian is kicked down
but here’s Test with a big boot to lay out Booker, giving Christian the
pin.

Rating: D+. This was a BIG step down from what we’ve had so far tonight.
The match was just dull and nothing we haven’t seen done better a hundred
times. Booker and Goldust had chemistry and fan support so we had to wait
four months for them to get the titles. The Un-Americans were a find
midcard heel act but the titles should have changed here.

Nidia is at The World (WWF New York) and makes out with a fan for some
reason.

Bischoff and Stephanie continue their stupid back and forth.

Intercontinental Title: Rob Van Dam vs. Chris Benoit

Benoit is defending and a Smackdown guy in this brand vs. brand match.
Van Dam hits some quick kicks to send Benoit to the outside but Benoit
takes him down back inside. Van Dam spins away from a kick in the corner
and hits a spinning cross body out of the corner for two. Benoit ducks
another kick and hits a great release German suplex to take over. An



elbow to the face gets two more for Benoit and it’s time to work on the
back.

Benoit gets another near fall off a backbreaker and a snap suplex gets
the same. Off to an armbar as Benoit wants the shoulder now. Rob gets
some quick twos off rollups but Benoit runs him over with another elbow
to the face. Benoit runs into a boot in the corner but the split legged
moonsault hits knees. The Swan Dive misses but Benoit rolls away from the
Five Star as well.

Now the Crossface goes on for a good while but Van Dam makes the ropes.
The challenger goes up but Benoit shoves him off the top and shoulder
first into the barricade. Back in and Benoit hits a shoulder breaker (see
that people? It’s called psychology. LEARN IT!) for two as the fans are
distracted by something. Benoit wisely puts on a rest hold until their
attention is back again.

They trade cross arm chokes with Benoit taking over again. Van Dam kicks
his leg out but misses Rolling Thunder, allowing Benoit to put on the
Crossface again. Rob elbows out but gets rolled up for two. Benoit goes
back to the arm and sends him shoulder first into the post. A northern
lights suplex onto the arm has Van Dam….looking confused and two more
don’t really change that.

Back to the Crossface and Van Dam looks more annoyed than anything else.
Rob (with his hair down for maybe the only time I ever remember) makes
the rope and puts a Crossface on Benoit for a few seconds. A jumping kick
to the face puts Benoit down for two and now Rolling Thunder connects.

Van Dam hits a shoulder to the ribs but injures the shoulder again
(thanks for selling Rob). Not that it matters though as he kicks Benoit
in the face for two. Rob gets crotched on the top but counters a belly to
back superplex into a cross body to put both guys down. Van Dam pops up
and hits the Five Star for the pin and the title. Extra points for Rob
doing the finger point from the mat when he’s announced as the new
champion.

Rating: B. This bad shoulder selling is getting on my nerves. Benoit had
RVD in one of the best submissions ever three different times and Van Dam



looked like he had a five year old child on his leg. The rest of the
match however was very solid with Rob hanging in there with Benoit who
was his usual awesome self.

Stephanie, having just lost the IC Title to Raw (giving them all the
belts I believe) laughs. This story continued to not make sense until
they just gave up.

Video on the Un-Americans who hate American. Undertaker wasn’t going to
stand for this and turned face to deal with them. Well among other
reasons but this was his first major feud as a face.

Undertaker vs. Test

Feeling out process to start with Taker sending Test into the corner and
cranking on the arm. A big clothesline takes Test down for two but he
shoves the referee into the ropes to break up Old School. Test sends him
into the steps and into the turnbuckle to keep Taker in trouble. A
running clothesline in the corner staggers Taker and it’s off to an
armbar. Taker suplexes out but misses an elbow drop as this continues to
drag.

Test misses an elbow as well and now Old School connects. Snake Eyes
connects but Test ducks the big boot. Taker shoves him off and hits the
chokeslam for two. Christian and Storm come in as a distraction but take
a chokeslam each, allowing Test to hit his big boot for two. Test tries a
chair shot but hits the ropes, sending it back into his own face. The
Tombstone finishes this.

Rating: D. This wasn’t horrible but come on. It’s Undertaker vs. Test at
the second biggest show of the year with Test being as an Un-American.
Did you really expect ANY other result here? The match was passable
enough but it’s definitely the lame match on the show. To be fair though
it’s not even nine minutes long and it’s not a disaster.

Now let’s get to the real reason this show rocks.

We recap Shawn Michaels vs. HHH. They were best friends back in the late
90s but Shawn broke his back and had to retire. Over the next four years,



HHH rose to the top of the company and a higher level than Shawn ever
achieved. Shawn came back to Raw and offered to reform DX, but HHH laid
him out, saying they were never friends and he just used Shawn.

Then someone rammed Shawn through a windshield and HHH vowed to find out
who it was. Shawn found security video revealing it was HHH, who said he
did it to prove Shawn is vulnerable. Shawn’s doctors said he’d make a
full recovery. Say by, Summerslam? The match isn’t sanctioned and is a
street fight because it couldn’t be anything else. This is a great
example of a feud based on hatred instead of some convoluted idea and it
made the match much better.

Shawn Michaels vs. HHH

Shawn is in jeans tonight to hide the knee braces. Michaels comes out
with right hands but HHH sends him to the outside. Not that it matters as
Shawn is right back inside with more right hands. HHH is tossed to the
floor and Shawn hits a nice dive to take him out. Remember that this is
Shawn’s first match since March of 1998, or four and a half years ago.

A clothesline puts HHH down again and it’s garbage can time. HHH gets in
a shot to the ribs and drops Shawn face first onto the barricade to get a
breather. Shawn comes back in and is tossed over the top again but he
skins the cat to a big pop. A trashcan shot caves in HHH’s head and a top
rope fist to the head puts him down again. Shawn tunes up the band but
HHH counters into a backbreaker to get to the meat of the match.

Another backbreaker has Shawn in agony and flopping like a fish as only
he can. HHH gives a crotch chop and kicks Shawn down with ease. It’s
chair time but a shot to the back only gets two. Shawn escapes a suplex
into an O’Connor Roll for two but walks into a facebuster. A DDT onto the
chair is only good for two but Shawn is busted open. HHH takes off
Shawn’s belt and whips him in the back as the screaming continues.

And now it’s sledgehammer time. Shawn gets in some shots to the ribs to
escape and HHH drops the hammer. The fans are behind HBK but he gets
whipped into the corner and it’s off to the abdominal stretch. HHH gets
caught holding the ropes and Hebner physically breaks the hold before
yelling HHH into the corner. They slug it out again and HHH loads up a



superplex but Shawn shoves him off, only to get crotched. HHH blasts
Shawn’s wide open back with the chair and the crowd is somber.

A backbreaker onto the chair has Shawn lying motionless but HHH only gets
two. He covers a few more times and HHH is very frustrated. A side slam
onto the chair gets another two as JR screams for a fast count. Shawn
counters a Pedigree onto the chair with a low blow and both guys are
down. The HBK chant starts up again and HHH has the chair superkicked
into his face. Now HHH is busted open too and Shawn slugs away before
hitting the forearm and the nipup to blow the roof off the place.

Shawn backdrops him down and cracks HHH in the head with the chair. HHH
is whipped over the corner and out to the floor where Shawn gets to beat
on him with the belt. Shawn knocks him onto the announce table and hits
him in the head with Hugo Savinovich’s shoe (Lawler: “A heel for a
heel!”). HHH is sent into the steps and here’s a ladder being slammed
into HHH’s face.

Some shots to the ribs have HHH screaming and the ladder is placed
against the post with HHH being catapulted face first into the steel.
That’s only good for two so Shawn heads outside again to get the ladder.
HHH baseball slides the ladder into Michaels and pounds away at the cut
head. For some reason HHH tries to come in off the top and gets caught in
a superplex for two.

The crowd is losing their minds off these kickouts. A sunset flip gets
two for Shawn but he gets caught by the knee to the face for two. HHH
brings in the steps but Shawn drop toeholds him face first into the
steel. A clothesline puts HHH on the floor and Shawn pulls out a table.
Well why not since we’ve used everything else.

Shawn puts him on the table and splashes him from the top rope in the big
spot of the match. Both guys are DONE and the fans are in awe. Shawn
sends the ladder back inside, says he loves us all, and drops the elbow
from the top. Michaels has that look in his eye and tunes up the band but
HHH catches the kick coming in. He loads up the Pedigree but Shawn sweeps
the legs and rolls HHH up for the pin to blow the roof off the place
again.



Rating: A+. Anyone who has read my stuff over the years knows I do not
like a lot of things about HHH. For tonight, forget all that because this
is one of the best matches of all time. I’ve seen this match several
times and it still had me smiling to see Shawn make comeback after
comeback and give HHH every single thing he deserved. It goes to show how
great Shawn is as he came in after being gone nearly FIVE YEARS and does
this. That’s remarkable when you think about it and is one of the
greatest performances of all time.

Let’s talk about the match a little bit. It’s an excellent example of how
to book a comeback, which is probably Shawn’s greatest strength. Shawn
had the people believing that he was DEAD but he kept hanging in there
time after time and made the huge comeback just like the crowd wanted.
The other thing that works so well is the ending which a lot of people
overlook.

The crux of this match was the destruction of both guys and seeing how
far they could take it. At the end though, Shawn uses a basic wrestling
counter and a cradle to win, totally shifting gears and beating HHH, the
Cerebral Assassin, by thinking. That’s INCREDIBLE psychology and the
perfect way to end this match. All in all, it’s a masterpiece and
arguably the best performance of all time, all things considered.

Post match HHH becomes the universal evil by hitting Shawn square in the
back with the sledgehammer and leaving him laying. Shawn is taken out on
a stretcher.

Now that we’ve had that amazing match, it’s time for something completely
stupid. Howard Finkel of all people has something to say. He’s been here
forever and while Major League Baseball may be going on strike, he’ll be
here forever. This brings out Trish Stratus who slapped him in the face
recently. Howard insults Long Island women and Trish says he has a sexy
voice. He makes various references and they hug but it’s a ruse to have
Lillian Garcia come in and kick Howard low.

We recap Rock vs. Lesnar. Brock is the new monster and Rock is the
warrior champion and there isn’t much more to it than that. The videos of
Rocky going through special training (actually for The Rundown) were



pretty awesome.

WWF World Title: The Rock vs. Brock Lesnar

Lesnar has his agent Paul Heyman with him. Rock charges into the ring and
walks into a belly to belly suplex for two. Lesnar hits a pair of
backbreakers for two and we head to the floor with Brock clotheslining
him into the crowd. Apparently Rock has bad ribs coming into this match.
Back in and Brock hits another overhead belly to belly suplex for two
before dropping some elbows. A powerslam puts Rock down for two as this
is one sided so far. Brock fires off some shoulder in the corner but
misses a charge and hits the post.

Rock hits a belly to back suplex of his own and both guys are down. Both
guys nip up at the same time and Rock isn’t sure what to think. Rock hits
some clotheslines but it takes three of them to finally drop Brock. The
champion hooks a Sharpshooter and Brock is in trouble. Heyman throws in a
chair which distracts Rocky, allowing Lesnar to to get out and blast Rock
in the ribs with the chair. Off to the bearhug which ended Hogan and
takes Rock down to the mat here.

The fans are entirely behind Lesnar here which is very strange to hear.
Rock doesn’t let his arm drop a third time and now we get a Rocky chant.
The champion finally escapes the hold but gets a hard shoulder into the
ribs to slow him down again. Rock comes out of the corner with a running
clothesline and the crowd reaction is mixed at best. A series of right
hands knocks Lesnar out to the floor and Rock loads up the announce
table. After scaring Heyman to death, Rock launches Lesnar face first
into the post.

There’s a Rock Bottom through the table for Heyman and the announcers
couldn’t be happier. Back in and the Rock Bottom hits Lesnar for a VERY
close two. The fans shift affiliation again, now cheering for Brock.
Their current hero hits a Rock Bottom of his own for two and both guys
stagger to their feet. Rock hits the spinebuster but as he loads up the
Elbow, Brock pops up and hits a HUGE clothesline. Here comes the F5 but
Rock escapes and tries the Rock Bottom. That and another attempt at the
same move are both countered and the F5 gives Lesnar the title.



Rating: B-. The match was just ok until the very hot finish, but the last
two minutes or so made up for a lot of the earlier problems. This was a
great example of how to make a guy like Lesnar look like a monster. Rock
left to film The Rundown immediately after this so Lesnar was the only
one left standing. Great way to put Brock over here and a pretty solid
match overall.

Lesnar celebrates to end the show.

Overall Rating: A+. As I said this is considered one of the best shows of
all time and it’s easy to see why. The main event was the start of a new
era in the company, there’s a masterpiece of a match, the upper half of
the card is stacked and the worst match is passable. I can’t put it as
high as Wrestlemania X7 on the all time scale but the fact that it’s even
in the conversations speaks volumes. This is absolutely worth seeing
though and HHH vs. Shawn is must see.

Ratings Comparison

Kurt Angle vs. Rey Mysterio

Original: A+

Redo: A-

Chris Jericho vs. Ric Flair

Original: B

Redo: C

Eddie Guerrero vs. Edge

Original: C+

Redo: B-

Un-Americans vs. Booker T/Goldust

Original: C-

Redo: D+



Rob Van Dam vs. Chris Benoit

Original: B

Redo: B

Undertaker vs. Test

Original: D

Redo: D

Shawn Michaels vs. HHH

Original: A+

Redo: A+

The Rock vs. Brock Lesnar

Original: C+

Redo: B-

Overall Rating

Original: A+

Redo: A+

Still a masterpiece.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/05/history-of-summerslam-count-up-s
ummerslam-2002-best-summerslam-ever/

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/05/history-of-summerslam-count-up-summerslam-2002-best-summerslam-ever/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/05/history-of-summerslam-count-up-summerslam-2002-best-summerslam-ever/


http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Reviewing the Review – Monday
Night Raw: August 3, 2015
We’re  in Summerslam mode now and it’s very fun to see where things are
going. You can see most of the card now and I’m actually liking the card
that is being presented so far. Last week was about Cena vs. Rollins, so
now it’s time to focus on the other main event, assuming Cena can
actually go for the pay per view. It’s an Undertaker vs. Lesnar night
though so let’s get to it.

The show opened the only way it could have, as we had a ten bell salute
to Roddy Piper. He deserves every tribute he receives, including people
wearing Piper shirts all night and throwing some Piper lines into some
promos. I have no issue with any of this whatsoever and it made me smile
all night long. I’ll miss Piper quite a bit as his talking is as great as
anyone ever could have been and his promos should be homework for any
wrestler today.

Seth Rollins, in a NEVER SHUTS UP shirt, opened the show and we got our
first handful of roughly 1839 viewings of Cena’s nose being busted open
last week. Rollins has the idea of a match vs. Cena at Summerslam with
both titles on the line, but if Cena can’t show up, he can just forfeit
the title instead.

I’m not a fan of title vs. title matches, but since Rollins has made it

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/08/10/reviewing-the-review-monday-night-raw-august-3-2015/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/08/10/reviewing-the-review-monday-night-raw-august-3-2015/


clear that he doesn’t care about the US Title, why not let him cost Cena
the title so someone can get the win over Cena while also keeping Cena
look strong going forward? The match will be fine, but I’d rather it just
be a regular World Title match for the sake of the US Title going
forward.

As for tonight, Rollins is issuing an open challenge of his own, but the
opponent has to be under 6’0 and weigh under 200lbs. The idea was that it
would be El Torito, but Neville came out for a good match instead. This
was a better match than I was expecting with some awesome false finishes,
including Neville hitting the Red Arrow but Rollins got the foot on the
ropes. Rollins wound up winning with the Pedigree and it still doesn’t
work for him. He’s a fast paced, high flying wrestler and then he stops
to use that kind of a move for the sake of his daddy figure. This was a
solid match and did you really expect anything else?

New Day and Ascension beat Los Matadores and the Lucha Dragons. This is
completely  different  than  when  the  opposite  happened  on  Smackdown,
because this match actually matters and is likely going to lead to New
Day getting the shot at Summerslam. They seem to be building to a multi-
team match, which could be interesting if they did it right, which means
it isn’t likely to be all that interesting.

Charlotte/Becky Lynch beat the Bellas when Nikki tapped out to the Figure
Eight. As I’ve covered about a dozen times already, none of this is going
to matter until we get to September when Nikki can actually lose the
title. My guess is there’s a big tag match at Summerslam because we
haven’t seen enough of them lately. As long as we don’t get the rumored
Divas Tag Team Titles, as that would be one of the worst ideas WWE has
had in a very long time, which is covering a lot of ground. They’re not
needed and would just be another trophy for the Bellas, which is why
we’re likely getting them so Nikki can be a Triple Crown Champion or
whatever.

Paige and Naomi set up a match for later with Naomi calling out Ronda
Rousey. I doubt it leads anywhere, but imagine the reaction if she
actually shows up and just destroys one of them one night.



MizTV started with Miz saying none of this would be happening without
Piper’s Pit. Simple, true, classy, and a moment that gave me a genuine
smile. The guests were Owens and Cesaro, who argued about the merits of
actually winning something vs. walking out all the time. Cesaro wanted to
fight then and there but Owens bailed again. Cesaro is looking like a
star, but both guys need the win at Summerslam. I’m not sure who is
winning though and that’s the best feeling in wrestling.

Rusev squashed Mark Henry with superkicks instead of the Accolade, which
is nice for a change.

Bray Wyatt, Luke Harper and Sheamus were ready for the main event.
Sheamus kind of fit with this group, but it felt far more like the
presentation than Sheamus itself.

King Barrett squashed Zack Ryder. It’s not much, but it’s better than
Barrett losing all of his matches before winning the rematches. I’ll take
small victories where I can get them.

Paul Heyman came out for his big speech about Undertaker. I think you can
fill in the details yourself, but the highlights saw Heyman reading last
rites  to  Undertaker  and  saying  that  this  match  is  bigger  than
Wrestlemania. That’s a great line that makes you feel how big the match
really is, and I bought the whole thing. I’m not wild on the match
happening and I don’t really want to see either guy win (though Brock
should) but the idea is solid.

Paige beat Naomi with the PTO in an average match. There isn’t much else
to say here.

Arrow’s Stephen Amell will be here next week to face off with Stardust.
This could be really cheesy, but Amell is in great shape and looks tough
so it won’t be a disaster if they treat it well.

Ambrose and Reigns are all out of bubblegum. That gave me another smile.

Ambrose, Reigns and Orton beat Sheamus, Wyatt and Harper in every main
event six man tag you’ve ever seen. I’m kind of digging these six man
main events to close the show, but it doesn’t give me a ton of incentive



to stick around until the end of the show if there’s nothing big to build
towards. At least the matches have been at least ok.

Overall, this was another moving day episode as most of the card can be
figured out or has already announced, so it’s time to make the fans want
to see those matches. They’ve done a solid job of keeping the matches
from being obvious, which is a really good sign going into the second
biggest show of the year. Summerslam looks good on paper, but they’ve got
two more Raw’s to mess it up.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Summerslam  Count-Up  –  2001:
The  InVasion  Does  Something
Right
Summerslam 2001
Date: August 19, 2001
Location: Compaq Center, San Jose, California
Attendance: 15,293
Commentators: Jim Ross, Paul Heyman

Much like last year, a lot has changed in the last year. For one thing
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the Monday Night Wars are over and the WWF has absorbed the other two
major companies to form the superpower that they are to this day. At the
moment though we’re in the middle of the Invasion war, meaning it’s
WCW/ECW vs. the WWF. That’s your double main event tonight: Rock vs.
Booker T for the WCW Title and Angle vs. Austin (in the Alliance) for the
WWF Title. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is a WWF themed music video for Bodies by Drowning
Pool. That’s still the best live performance of a song I’ve ever heard.

Intercontinental Title: Edge vs. Lance Storm

Storm is champion and is about to explain why there is no place for
offbeat shenanigans around here but Edge cuts him off. Feeling out
process to start as they trade hammerlocks and headlocks. A flapjack and
dropkick put Storm down and Edge clotheslines him to the floor. Back in
and Edge gets two off a high cross as the announcers bicker about the
Invasion. Storm drapes Edge over the top rope and knocks him into the
barricade.

Back in and Storm works on the ribs with some knees and a front suplex
for two. The crowd is very hot tonight. The spear misses but Edge kicks
away from the Mapleleaf and gets two off a small package. We see the WWF
guys cheering Edge on from the locker room. Edge tries a crucifix but
gets countered into a rolling senton for two. We hit the chinlock with a
knee in Edge’s back before a backsplash gets two.

Off to an abdominal stretch from the champion but he’s too far away to
pull on the ropes. Edge hiptosses out and sends Storm to the apron for a
springboard clothesline but Edge catches him in a powerslam to put both
guys down. They slug it out with Edge taking over via some clotheslines
and a spinwheel kick for two.

Edge-O-Matic gets two and a hurricanrana is countered into a powerbomb
for two on Storm. They hit the ropes and Storm rolls through into the
half crab. Edge finally makes a rope and puts the same hold on Storm as
the referee is bumped. Here’s Christian who accidentally spears his
brother, giving Storm two. Not that it matters as Edge pops up and hits
the Edgecution for the pin and the title.



Rating: B-. I liked this more than I should have but I’m a fan of both
guys. This was a nice choice for an opener as it was very technically
sound and gave the fans something to get excited for with a new champion.
Not that the title changing means anything in the grand scheme of the
Invasion but it’s not like anything really did.

Test says he didn’t turn his back on the WWF but vice versa. He praises
the Dudleys and says they’ll take out Spike and the APA tonight. Test
will show us what loyalty is tonight.

Chris Jericho calls Stephanie a big sl** and says he’ll beat Rhyno
tonight.

APA/Spike Dudley vs. Test/Dudley Boys

Spike has the incredibly cute Molly (looking very good in blue) with him
here. Test cost the APA the tag titles a few weeks ago due to them
accusing him of being the Alliance mole. Bubba starts with Faarooq as
Heyman calls Spike a bully. The Dudleys quickly double team Faarooq with
the reverse 3D until it’s D-Von taking him down with a clothesline and
back elbow. Off to Test who gets caught in the wrong corner, allowing for
the tag to Bradshaw.

A powerbomb is countered by a Test backdrop and it’s back to D-Von to
pound away in the corner. Spike comes in with a quick small package and
rollup for two each on D-Von but Bubba gets a blind tag and LAUNCHES
Spike onto the top rope to take over. Bubba comes in and stomps away in
the corner before it’s off to Test to pound on the very pale Spike. D-Von
pulls out a table but Spike saves himself from being thrown through it.
Back to D-Von for a HUGE double flapjack from both Dudleys. I’m not a
Spike fan but he could be in some very impressive crashes.

D-Von misses a middle rope splash and it’s hot tag to Bradshaw who meets
Test. Faarooq comes in as well and the APA cleans house but D-Von breaks
up the fallaway slam. A powerbomb puts Test down but Bubba breaks up the
pin. The Dudley Dog is countered with Spike being launched through the
table and here’s Shane McMahon with a chair to knock Bradshaw silly,
giving Test the pin.



Rating: D+. Pretty pedestrian stuff here but I’ve seen worse. The
majority of this was Spike getting destroyed and very little between the
APA and the Dudleys. Test was the focus of this match which isn’t the
most interesting idea in the world but at least they were trying. Shane
running in is kind of questionable for a match at this level but he’s a
loyal owner (of WCW) I guess.

WWF stars congratulate Edge on the title win but brags about getting a
European Title match. Grandma calls but wants to talk to Edge. Christian
isn’t happy.

Shawn Stasiak comes in to see Debra (Steve Austin’s wife) and thinks he
should change his trunks. He was a pretty funny comedy guy who was trying
to get noticed at this point but Debra throws him out.

Light Heavyweight Title/Cruiserweight Title: Tajiri vs. X-Pac

X-Pac is holding the more famous title and this is winner take all.
Tajiri is the big crowd favorite but both guys are WWF wrestlers. X-Pac
uses the referee to backflip out of a top wristlock. Tajiri takes him
down with ease and hits a standing moonsault for two but X-Pac rides him
on the mat and slaps him in the back of the head. A hurricanrana sends
Pac to the floor and a big Asai Moonsault takes him down.

Pac pops right back up and crotches Tajiri against the post to take over.
Back in and X-Pac puts on a surfboard but has to let it go to avoid
getting pinned. X-Pac misses the Bronco Buster and gets caught in the
Tree of Woe, setting up a baseball slide to the face. Another big kick to
the head gets two for Tajiri. There’s the Tarantula by Tajiri but it
doesn’t last long, as always.

Tajiri loads up a top rope hurricanrana but Pac kicks him off, only to
have Tajiri pull him down into a kind of standing backslide pinning
combination for two. A German suplex gets two on Tajiri but Pac sends him
to the floor for a big flip dive. Back in and the X-Factor gets two and
here’s Albert (Tensai, Pac’s stable mate). Tajiri hits the mist on Albert
but gets hit low and the second X-Factor unifies the titles (for about
two months).



Rating: D+. Well that happened. There wasn’t anything special at all to
this title as the Light Heavyweight division means nothing at all and
never did, making this a boring match that no one cared about. Foley
summed up the division perfectly in a promo in a few months: “X-Pac
hasn’t been around in a few months and I don’t think anyone noticed.”

A very confused Perry Saturn is looking for his love, Moppy (an actual
mop) at WWF New York. Someone kidnapped her and her face is on a milk
carton. This is one of the guys that was a coup in the Radicalz deal
people.

Stephanie gives Rhyno a pep talk and she still can’t act.

We recap Jericho vs. Stephanie which went on for months with Stephanie
sending Rhyno after Chris, resulting in him Goring Jericho through the
Smackdown set. I’d still have loved to see a Jericho/Stephanie on screen
romance with them insulting each other so much that they became
infatuated with each other.

Chris Jericho vs. Rhyno

Stephanie is at ringside of course. Rhyno runs him over a few times to
start but a cross body takes the big man down. A top rope elbow to the
head drops Rhyno and a jumping back elbow to the jaw gets two. The Walls
don’t work and Rhyno bails to the floor, sending Jericho to the top.
Stephanie grabs his foot and the delay lets Rhyno get up and Gore Jericho
out of the air to take over.

Back in and Rhyno drops the injured ribs over the top rope and stomps
away like a good monster heel would. Stephanie adds a LOUD slap and Rhyno
hooks a body scissors to make Jericho scream. Back up and Rhyno hooks an
airplane spin of all things to set up a TKO for two. Off to a surfboard
with a knee in Jericho’s back but Jericho fights up and gets a rollup for
two. A suplex puts Jericho right back down and weakens the ribs even
more.

Rhyno goes up top and misses a splash that would have missed even if
Jericho hadn’t moved. A double clothesline puts both guys down to give us
a breather. Back up and Rhyno charges into a boot to the face and Jericho



hits a middle rope missile dropkick. Stephanie finally gets involved by
distracting the referee so Jericho kisses her to the floor. The Lionsault
kind of hits for two and the fans are surprised at the kickout. Rhyno
comes back with a big spinebuster before putting on a Liontamer (not the
Walls of Jericho. It’s a different move). Jericho finally crawls over to
the ropes for the break but walks into a belly to belly which looks to
set up the Gore. Chris dives out of the way to send Rhyno into the
buckle, setting up the Walls for the submission.

Rating: B-. I liked this a lot more than I should have as it really
wasn’t anything special. Jericho and Stephanie had some great chemistry
that it’s almost impossible to not smile at their antics. Rhyno was a
fine monster for Jericho to slay to make Stephanie even angrier and the
match was better than I was expecting. Good stuff.

Rock torments Regal with catchphrases, sidesteps a charging Shawn Stasiak
to send him running into a metal door, and leaves to get ready.

Hardcore Title: Rob Van Dam vs. Jeff Hardy

Rob took the title from Jeff at InVasion but Jeff stole it back on Raw.
This is the rematch with the belt hanging above the ring, meaning it’s
time to climb some ladders. Van Dam takes him to the start in a wrestling
sequence but Jeff spins out into a standoff. Rob scores some kicks but
misses a dropkick to give Jeff a breather. Hardy is hipblocked to the
apron but he hangs on and does the same thing to send Rob to the floor. A
big springboard dive takes out both guys in the first high spot of the
match.

Both guys head towards the ladders but Jeff sends Rob into the barricade
but misses a dive off the top. Rob drops a leg on the back of Jeff’s head
to put him on the floor before getting the ladder. Hardy pops up again
and runs the barricade to take him down before the ladder is inside the
ring. With the ladder halfway in, Van Dam gets up on the barricade and
jumps onto the bottom end of the ladder to send the top into Jeff’s face.
Back inside and Jeff dives over Rob to send the top end of the ladder
into Rob’s face for good measure.

Jeff drops his legs on Rob’s which is usually a cover but here just



hurts. Rob puts him in the Tree of Woe and hits some shoulders to the
ribs to take over even more. The ladder is placed on the bottom rope in
the corner and Van Dam hits Rolling Thunder out of the corner to crush
Jeff against the metal. A slingshot legdrop crushes Jeff against the
ladder again but Rob can’t follow up. Jeff gets up first and baseball
slides the ladder into Rob’s ribs to send him rolling up the aisle.

Hardy is the first person to go up top but Van Dam runs back to the ring
and hits a top rope kick to bring Jeff back down. The ladder is placed on
top of Jeff again for Rolling Thunder but Jeff gets back up in time to
dropkick the ladder out from under Rob. A DDT plants Van Dam but he rolls
away from the Swanton. The Five Star misses as well and it’s time for the
slow double climb. Hardy is higher up but Van Dam sends him face first
into the top of the ladder and superplexes him off the top of the ladder.

They both go up again but this time it’s Jeff with a sunset bomb to put
both guys down. Jeff goes up again and grabs the belt but loses the
ladder underneath him. Rob grabs Jeff’s foot but lets go, sending Jeff
swinging back and forth. Hardy finally falls onto Van Dam before setting
up the ladder again, only to have Van Dam shove it over and send Jeff
into the ropes. Van Dam finally climbs up and pulls down the title for
the win.

Rating: B. To the shock of no one, this was a solid match. There are
certain gimmicks that are tailor made for certain people and it’s ladder
matches for these two. It was a good brawl and the fans were way into it
as both guys were big fan favorites. It’s not as good as some ladder
matches but it still worked very well.

Shane gives Booker bookends made of announce tables. Seriously.

We recap DDP/Kanyon vs. the Brothers of Destruction. DDP had been
revealed as the stalker of Undertaker’s wife Sara which was so far
removed from his character that it wasn’t even funny. Kanyon and Kane
were brought in because a goofy career midcarder vs. Kane somehow evens
out Page vs. Undertaker. Oh and they’re both tag champions to make this
title for title. Kanyon is US Champion for no apparent reason.

WCW Tag Titles/WWF Tag Titles: Undertaker/Kane vs. Diamond Dallas



Page/Kanyon

Inside a cage to make sure the jobbers have no chance at all. The WWF
guys have the WCW titles and the WCW guys have the WWF titles because
CRAZY! Undertaker’s wife Sara drops the key to the cage down her shirt
for safekeeping. The monsters dominate to start, shocking no one at all.
Taker pounds on Page and Kane destroys Kanyon until DDP actually gets in
a low blow and sends Taker into the cage.

The guys trade off opponents and Kane kicks Page’s head off as Taker
destroys Kanyon. Kane powerbombs Kanyon into the corner as Taker rams
Page into the cage. A big boot sends DDP’s head into the steel but Kanyon
comes out of the corner to take Taker down. He hits a kind of Fameasser
out of the corner to take Kane down but the Brothers sit up at the same
time. Page and Kanyon go up top but Taker kicks Page down and tells Kane
to let Kanyon go. Now it’s the Brothers against Page, two on one.

They take turns with running clotheslines in the corner and Taker hits a
sidewalk slam for two. Kane yells at the referee in the corner as Taker
pounds Page down. There’s a chain in the ring from somewhere and Taker
whips Page in the back for fun. Kane is just chilling in the corner
watching this. Taker tells Page he can leave and live, but if he ever
looks at Sara again he’s dead. DDP tries to leave but gets chokeslammed
off the top a few seconds later. The Last Ride ends the slaughter and
gives the Brothers both sets of titles.

Rating: D+. So you the dominant team of former world champions beat a guy
who is nothing like the successful character he portrayed a few years ago
and his midcard comedic lackey. Thankfully this was only ten minutes long
and Sara didn’t look bad. This finally ended Page’s destruction by Taker
and Kane once and for all I believe.

Rock is having his injured ribs checked, steps aside to let Stasiak
charge past him again, and tells the doctor he’ll be WCW Champion.

We recap Austin vs. Angle. Austin jumped to the Alliance because Vince
McMahon was giving Angle too many hugs. Seriously, that’s what caused his
heel turn. Angle became the great hope for the WWF and ran through the
Alliance to get to Austin, earning this shot.



WWF World Title: Steve Austin vs. Kurt Angle

Angle jumps Austin in the aisle and the fight is on fast. This was an
interesting characteristic for Austin: despite turning heel, he was still
basically the same guy. He would fight anyone that challenged him and
would go straight at them every time. That’s very rare to see in a
turning wrestler, but Austin is a very rare kind of wrestler. The brawl
stars in the aisle before they head into the ring for the bell.

The champion is in control in the corner but Angle clotheslines him down
to take over. A cross body gets two for Kurt but Austin heads after the
knee to get control. That involves going to the mat though and Angle
picks the ankle for the ankle lock but Austin makes the rope. Steve sends
Angle into the barricade to put Angle down again before suplexing him a
few times back inside.

As he tries for his fourth suplex in a row though, Angle reverses into
the Rolling German Suplexes to stagger the champion. Kurt hits a
remarkable SEVEN straight suplexes to put Austin down, but the Angle Slam
is escaped and Austin pokes Kurt in the eye. Austin nails a superplex and
there’s a Stunner out of nowhere for two. A second Stunner hits but Angle
falls out to the floor. Austin sends him into the post to bust the
challenger open then does it again for good measure.

Back inside though, all of that beating just gets two. Since it didn’t
work, Austin sends him to the post again to bust Angle open even more.
Austin goes to drop Angle onto the announce table but Angle slides down
his back and sends Steve over the barricade and into the crowd, only for
Austin to grab Angle and suplex him onto the concrete. Back to ringside
and Angle grabs the ankle lock but it doesn’t count out there. Kurt
realizes this so he grabs Austin back into the ring to put the hold on
again, only for Austin to grabs the rope.

Back to ringside again because we haven’t been there in awhile. Angle
hits a release belly to belly suplex followed by a belly to back. We head
back in and Angle actually hits his moonsault for a VERY close two.
Austin grabs a Million Dollar Dream, his old finishing move, but Angle
climbs the ropes ala Bret Hart at Survivor Series 1996 and Rock at



Wrestlemania X7. However this time Austin kicks out but also hangs onto
the hold as the psychology of that spot gets even deeper.

Angle finally makes a rope but he’s spent. There’s the third Stunner but
SOMEHOW Angle kicks out again. Steve slaps him in the face which only
fires Angle up enough for a quick Angle Slam for a very delayed two
count. Austin has had enough of this and punches the referee but walks
into a DDT from Kurt for no count. Here’s a second referee to count two,
only to get a Stunner for his efforts. A third referee comes out and gets
decked but Angle hits another Angle Slam. A WCW referee comes out and
ends the match with a DQ, keeping the title on Austin and in the
Alliance.

Rating: A-. This was a great war with both guys leaving it all in the
ring. The match also made Angle look all the greater because Austin
couldn’t beat him and had to get himself disqualified. This gave the WWF
the hero that it was needing, which is the whole point of this match.
Angle would get another chance in the future though, and all it took was
kidnapping Austin, threatening to throw him off a bridge in Toronto and
throwing him in a kid’s pool.

Angle destroys the WCW referees post match.

JR goes into full I CAN’T SHOT SHOUTING AND SHAKING MY HEAD mode about
how Austin can’t beat Angle.

We recap Rock vs. Booker T. Rock came back from making Scorpion King and
affirmed his loyalty to the WWF by laying out Shane. Booker is his first
opponent because…..well how else are you going to have Austin and Rock as
world champions at the same time?

WCW World Title: Booker T. vs. The Rock

Rock has bad ribs coming in due to a Bookend (Rock Bottom) through a
table. Rock fires off right hands to start but has to chase Shane around
the ring. Booker jumps him coming back in but gets sent into Shane,
setting up a Samoan drop for two. Things settle down a bit and Rock
clotheslines Booker down before hooking a side roll for two. Rock wins a
slugout and sends Booker out to the floor.



They head over to the announce table and Rock gets in a blatant low blow.
Now it’s into the crowd with Booker sending Rock’s ribs into the
barricade to take over. Back to ringside and Booker loads up the announce
table but Rock comes back with right hands. Booker easily reverses a whip
into the post and Shane takes off the turnbuckle pad. Back in (finally)
and an elbow to the face gets two for the champion.

A knee drop to the face has Rock in trouble and Heyman wants a
Spinarooni. JR: “It sounds like something from Chef Boy-Ardee.” We hit
the chinlock for a bit before Rock comes back and hooks a Sharpshooter.
Shane is pulled in again but Booker gets in a cheap shot for two. A
slingshot into the exposed buckle has Booker in trouble and Rock gets two
off a DDT. Shane puts a chair in the ring and picks up the WCW Title. The
referee goes to get rid of the chair and Shane lays out Rock with the
belt. This brings out the APA to lay out the Boy Wonder.

Both guys in the ring are down and Shane is knocked silly. His eyes
rolled back in his head while laid out is a great visual. The Bookend
lays out Rock but the referee is with Shane so the delayed cover only
gets two. Rock’s clothesline and the belly to belly get two and there’s
the People’s Elbow but Shane comes back in for the save. Shane gets a
Rock Bottom on the floor (eyes open again) and Rock hits the spit punch
on Booker, only to walk into a spinebuster. The ax kick sets up the
Spinarooni but the Rock Bottom connects for the pin and the title for
Rock.

Rating: B. The match is good but I doubt even Booker’s mama gave him a
chance in this match. Overbooking the match helped and Booker didn’t look
like a jobber or anything but at the end of the day it was fifteen
minutes of killing time until the obvious ending. Still though, good
match that got stuck being on after a classic.

Rock celebrates to end the show.

Overall Rating: A-. For a period as bad as the Invasion, this was an
excellent show. The world title matches were very good, the ladder match
was better than I expected and there was some other nice stuff sprinkled
in. Nothing on here is really bad at all and the crowd was hot all night.



Good show here and worth seeing if you want a good way to kill three
hours.

Ratings Comparison

Edge vs. Lance Storm

Original: B

Redo: B-

APA/Spike Dudley vs. Test/Dudley Boys

Original: C

Redo: D+

Tajiri vs. X-Pac

Original: C+

Redo: D+

Rhyno vs. Chris Jericho

Original: B-

Redo: B-

Rob Van Dam vs. Jeff Hardy

Original: B-

Redo: B

Diamond Dallas Page/Kanyon vs. Undertaker/Kane

Original: C+

Redo: D+

Steve Austin vs. Kurt Angle

Original: A-



Redo: A-

The Rock vs. Booker T

Original: B+

Redo: B

Overall Rating

Original: B+

Redo: A-

About the same all around.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/04/history-of-summerslam-count-up-s
ummerslam-2001-summerslam-gets-all-alliancey/

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/04/history-of-summerslam-count-up-summerslam-2001-summerslam-gets-all-alliancey/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/04/history-of-summerslam-count-up-summerslam-2001-summerslam-gets-all-alliancey/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

