
On  This  Day:  November  22,
1986  –  Superstars  of
Wrestling:  One  Of  The  Best
Episodes ever
Superstars  of Wrestling
Date: November 22, 1986
Location: Broome County Arena, Binghamton, New York
Attendance: 6,400
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jesse Ventura, Bruno Sammartino

Wow I haven’t done one of these in awhile. We’re closing in on 1987 and
the beginning of the build towards Wrestlemania. I’m hoping the source I
get these from finishes out the year because I have about the first three
months worth of Superstars from that year already done. It’s an awesome
time period for the company and things are just about to explode. Let’s
get to it.

Opening sequence does its opening thing.

Vince runs down the card and HOKEY SMOKE there are two famous things on
this show.

Steamboat talks about his match later on but I won’t spoil who it’s
against. Never mind as it’s the opener.

Intercontinental Title: Randy Savage vs. Ricky Steamboat

Hebner and Danny Davis argue over who gets to be the referee here.
Steamboat is all fired up but Hebner (who I guess won the argument) tears
him off Savage. Ricky speeds things up again and slams the champ down for
two before hitting the armdrag into the armbar as only he can. Savage
gets up and runs Steamboat over a few times but gets caught in another
perfect armdrag.

Savage counters by ramming Ricky into the buckle and drops a knee for
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two. The double ax off the top gets a somewhat delayed two but Savage
thinks he won. Steamboat sends him into the corner but Savage comes out
with a spinning crossbody. Ricky rolls through it and gets two for
himself though. Now Randy gets whipped into the corner and Steamboat hits
a top rope chop but doesn’t cover.

Steamboat pounds away and even Vince isn’t sure why he didn’t cover. When
1986 McMahon questions you, you must have REALLY done something stupid.
Sunset flip doesn’t work for Steamboat but he skins the cat and gets an
O’Connor Roll for two. The referee gets knocked down by Savage (accident)
and Steamboat hits the cross body.

Hebner tries to count but Davis blocks the count for no apparent reason.
Well that’s assuming you don’t count being EVIL as a reason. They go to
the floor and Savage rams him into the barricade. He goes up top and
drops the ax onto Steamboat, ramming the Dragon’s throat into the
barricade. That gives Savage the countout win but the more important
stuff is coming.

Rating: B-. Even though it ended with a countout, this was one of the
best Superstars matches I can ever remember. Then again, look at the
people in it. Would you expect anything else? This was much more about
building an angle rather than the match though, so we should get back to
what’s going on.

Savage gets the bell and drives it into Steamboat’s throat, further
injuring Steamboat’s windpipe. This draws MOLTEN heat from the crowd and
would set up their rematch and arguably the best match ever at
Wrestlemania 3. Savage would go on to feud with Steele for a few months
until on SNME when Steele said he had a surprise for Savage. I think you
can fill in the blanks yourself, and it was AWESOME. Steamboat is taken
out on a stretcher while Vince shouts about how he can’t breathe.

UPDATE!

Paul Orndorff is the #1 contender to Hulk Hogan and thinks anyone
claiming otherwise is crazy. Orndorff says comparing him to Hogan is like
comparing ice cream to horse manure.



Al Navaro vs. Junkyard Dog

Powerslam in maybe 35 seconds ends this. Next.

Bruno can’t believe what he just saw with Steamboat and Savage. Steamboat
is getting looked at and can’t breathe still. An ambulance is coming.

Hogan says he’s ready for Kamala in the Boston Gardens. I’ve seen that
match actually and it sucked.

Billy Graham is out in Phoenix and says he’s training in the desert.

Dino Bravo vs. Kurt Kauffman

This is another squash that runs almost twice as long as the previous
one. Bravo wins it with a belly to back suplex before Fink can finish
reading the house show ads.

The Islanders say they’re ready for the Dream Team in Boston. It’s weird
hearing Haku talk.

Outback Jack is training with some natives in Australia. Ok then.

Jimmy Jack Funk vs. Dick Slater

Oh jeez the Rebel Dick Slater. This was one of those gimmicks that went
NOWHERE and thankfully didn’t last long. Slater says that he’s from the
south while Funk jumps him. He fights back but goes up and gets slammed
off. Dick comes back with a neckbreaker and Funk begs off. An elbow to
the head sets up the figure four but Funk escapes. Slater sends him into
the buckle and hits a top rope elbow to the back followed by a regular
one for the pin. Just a squash for the most part.

Time for Piper’s Pit. The guests are King Curtis, Kim Chee and Kamala.
Curtis shouts a lot as he is known to do and talks about Piper needing
friends in the future. Piper wants to know what the moon on Kamala’s
stomach means. Kamala takes his mask off and that’s about it.

Billy Jack Haynes vs. Ray Vance

This is almost joined in progress for some reason. Haynes pounds him down



with pure power and hooks the full nelson for the tap out. This lasted
maybe a minute or so.

Now we get what is probably a one time only thing in wrestling history:
Honky Tonk Man hears the results of a fan poll, asking for a vote of
confidence. If the fans vote him down then they don’t approve of him. If
they vote for him, they like him. This is basically voting for him to
stay face or turn heel. With 674,000 votes in, over 600,000 are against
Honky. He’s not happy and storms off.

Hillbilly Jim/Tito Santana/Pedro Morales vs. Dream Team/Johnny V

Jim and Valentine start things off but it’s off to Morales very quickly.
Off to Beefcake who gets backdropped quickly and Tito gets the tag.
Santana cleans house and it’s back to Jim. Beefcake takes the Hillbilly
down and Johnny V comes in. That goes nowhere so Santana comes in for the
Figure Four. Everything breaks down and Davis throws it out, but DQ’s
Santana’s team for starting the whole thing. Too short to rate but it was
about Davis so there you go.

More Boston show stuff with Heenan talking about how great Pedro Morales
used to be. He’s facing Harley Race, but let’s talk about Orndorff
instead. Heenan doesn’t like that Kamala is getting the title match
against Hogan but it’s the JYD that is getting Orndorff in Boston. JYD is
just a roadblock and he needs to get ready to get run over. Solid promo
here.

Steamboat has been taken to the hospital. Savage wants an update and
Sammartino isn’t happy. They get in a fight which led to a brief feud
between the two of them.

Overall Rating: B. Considering my biggest complaint about this show is
that nothing ever happens, how can I not give this a higher than average
rating? Two BIG things happened here as well as we had what was probably
the best match in the history of the show up to this point. Good show
here and easily the best they’ve had so far.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for



just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

On  This  Day:  November  21,
1999 – Mayhem 1999: Viva La
Canada!
Mayhem 1999
Date: November 21, 1999
Location: Air Canada Center, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Attendance: 13,839
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Bobby Heenan

 

Since TNA is stupid and had two Final Resolutions in 2008, you get this
until I can find a copy. This is WCW Canadian PPV debut so the main event
is a tournament final of Benoit vs. Hart for the world title. The title
was vacated this time because WCW decided to have the world champion’s
(Sting) opponent (Hogan) at Halloween Havoc lay down for him and then
have Goldberg squash Sting so the title was vacated and we got a
tournament. That’s Russo for you. Let’s get to it.

 

The opening video is about the final four in the tournament: Hart,
Benoit, Sting and Jarrett.

 

Oh and this show is named after a video game, not vice versa.
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We have a double main event: the tournament final and Sid vs. Goldberg in
an I Quit match.

 

The fans want Flair as Tony and Bobby run down the card. Why we need to
hear this is beyond me but I guess it makes sense to the bosses.

 

WCW World Title Tournament Semi-Final: Chris Benoit vs. Jeff Jarrett

 

Jarrett takes him down to start and slaps him in the back of the head
which ends badly for him. Benoit busts out a tornado DDT for two.
Neckbreaker gets the same as Benoit is trying for as many pins as he can
get. Superplex hits for two as well. This is all within the first 90
seconds. I’m not skipping a bunch of stuff. Out to the floor and Benoit
chops away. A chop misses and Jarrett crotches Benoit against the post to
finally slow him down.

 

Back inside and a powerslam gets two for Jeff. They hit a pinfall
reversal sequence. This is faster and more crisp than anything I can
remember in WCW in years. Jeff grabs a sleeper and Benoit is in trouble.
He escapes but Jeff gets it again. This time Benoit hits a jawbreaker and
both guys are down. The Canadian hits some Germans on the American and
here comes Creative Control (Harris Brothers as the muscle of the Powers
That Be).

 

Benoit is sent to the floor but Jeff doesn’t want the win by countout.
That’s strangely galant of him. A top rope cross body is rolled through
for two for Benoit and when he sits on a Jarrett sunset flip he gets the
same result. Belly to back sets up the swan dive but Creative Control



pulls Benoit out. The other member beats Benoit down to huge boos.
There’s the Stroke but Dustin Rhodes comes out to break up the pin and
beats up Creative Control. There’s the guitar but Benoit gets it and
clocks Jarrett (totally against his character) to go to the finals.

 

Rating: B-. This was on the path to being a great match but then it’s
Russo booking a big time match and therefore we must have three run-ins
and a weapon shot. When have you ever seen a face Benoit use a weapon?
The opening part of this was GREAT though and if they had kept that up
for the entire match it would have been an easy A.

 

JJ and CC beat down Benoit post match to MONSTER heat.

 

Disco says he respects his Cruiserweight Title and the $25,000 he can win
doesn’t mean as much as the belt. Jarrett and Creative Control pop up to
beat him down too.

 

Cruiserweight Title: Evan Karagis vs. Disco Inferno

 

Title vs. money here. Wait both guys have put up money meaning Evan can
win the title and money while Disco can only win the money. That’s not
exactly fair. Evan also has Madusa with him. Disco has some issues
getting to the ring due to the beating. Tony Marinara (Tony Mamaluke from
ECW) is with him as his inspiration/lackey. Evan jumps him in the aisle
and we start up in the aisle for a bit.

 

Marinara sits in on commentary. He’s very annoying so far and is talking
about how Disco owes him money or something which would go on for about a
year and never went anywhere. It did bring in the Mamalukes though. Disco



fires away with some kicks in the corner that are so hard Evan is falling
down before they hit. The champ hits a pair of suplexes and dances.

 

Evan gets two off a crucifix but is taken down by a clothesline. This is
a pretty bland match so far. Marinara is getting more annoying with every
word he says. A middle rope elbow gets two for Disco. Madusa picks up
Evan on the floor and the power of looks is enough to inspire him to
dropkick Disco as he jumps off the apron at him.

 

Powerslam gets two for Karagis. The announcers debate what the belt is
worth with the value stretching from $150 to 50 grand. There’s a LOUD
boring chant as Disco hits a DDT. Marinara gets up to hit on Madusa and
the distraction causes Disco to grab a chair and put it upside Tony’s
head. A springboard cross body gives Karagis the title which he would
lose to Madusa.

 

Rating:  D.  This  was  a  terribly  dull  match  with  neither  guy  being
interesting at all. They just kind of did moves to each other for 8
minutes. I don’t think anyone knew who Marinara was and I don’t think
anyone really cared. Disco was best served as a comedy act but instead
they made him a champion because the other Cruiserweights actually had
something to do. Bad match.

 

Bret is just getting here.

 

The Powers That Be (Russo with his face not being seen), yells at Jarrett
and says he has to fix it tonight. Jeff says he’ll do it.

 

Norman Smiley says he’s ready to become Hardcore Champion and is scared



by construction going on.

 

Hardcore Title: Brian Knobs vs. Norman Smiley

 

This is a tournament final to determine the first champion. Smiley comes
out in a Maple Leafs jersey. The Hardcore Title is the exact same shape
as the ECW World Title. Knobs takes over to start with some weapon shots.
He’s in an old school Nasty Boys shirt while Norman is in full hockey
gear minus the helmet. A middle rope trashcan shot misses so Norman
cracks him in the head with it.

 

Norman gets the hockey stick and Tony tries to sound like he knows
something about hockey. The Big Wiggle is broken up and there go the shin
guards. Why are wrestlers so obsessed with taking opponents’ clothes off?
Jimmy Hart jumps on Norman’s back and Norman gets to have his one
instance of physical dominance. They head to the back with Knobs hitting
him in the head and Norman stumbles back to the entrance.

 

There’s a camera waiting on them and Norman gets in a chair shot to the
ribs. It’s your usual hardcore match from the late 90s meaning there’s a
table set up with Norman going head first into it. Knobs goes into a
bunch of boxes which are empty. He screams anyway because he’s Screamin
Norman Smiley. They get to the food stuff and not yet prepared food is
tossed around. They fight into an elevator and the door shuts. Jimmy
opens it up but when he swings the trashcan it hits Knobs and Norman gets
the pin and the title. Yes, Jimmy Hart just physically ended a match.

 

Rating: D+. It’s a hardcore match from the late 90s. The problem is that
it’s  Brian  Knobs  in  there  instead  of  someone  that  means  something
anymore. In WWF this would have been people like Al Snow or Road Dogg, as



in people still relevant at the time. This wasn’t anything of note and is
the same match you would see a dozen times over the next year on PPV.

 

Post match Jimmy is thrown into some hamburger buns.

 

We recap the Revolution vs. the Filthy Animals. It’s your usual stable
gang warfare. There was a pole match involving getting Torrie out of a
cage. There was a moment where Rey (Animals) was hung by the leg from the
top of a cage and they destroyed his knee so he’s not in this.

 

The Revolution talks about what if’s and Saturn goes into a rant about
dinosaurs.

 

The Animals say they’ll win and they’re not worried.

 

Disco talks to Tony Marinara and Tony says he’s going to get his boys.

 

Jarrett has what looks to be a 2×4 and is going to look for someone.

 

Filthy Animals vs. Revolution

 

This is an elimination match. It’s Eddie/Kidman/Asya (Chyna ripoff) vs.
Torrie/Saturn/Malenko. Shane Douglas of the Revolution is on commentary.
Eddie and Kidman clean house as they’re trying to keep Torrie (a spry 24
here and drop dead gorgeous) out of the ring. We start officially with
Eddie vs. Dean which works almost every time. They head to the floor so



Saturn takes them out with an Asai moonsautl. Kidman dives on them too
and then Torrie sets for one. Asya gets her hands on Torrie and it turns
into something like a catfight.

 

Kidman plants Asya with a Sky High as Torrie has a bad ankle. Eddie
shoves Kidman into Malenko as he’s checking on Torrie but it lets Malenko
roll Kidman up for the first elimination. Eddie is destroyed by Malenko
and Saturn, taking a backbreaker/knee drop combo. Asya comes in and beats
on Eddie a bit, hitting an eye popping Davey Boy Smith delayed vertical
for two.

 

Back to Eddie vs. Dean with Dean in control via a suplex. Eddie gets out
of it and hits a standing rana for a pin to eliminate Dean and get us
down to Eddie/Torrie vs. Saturn/Asya with Torrie having an injured ankle
still. Asya comes in and beats on Eddie with another suplex getting two.
Saturn accidentally superkicks Asya and a frog splash makes it 2-1 with
Saturn vs. Torrie/Eddie.

 

It’s so weird thinking of Eddie as a Filthy Animal when he left as one of
the Radicalz with a lot of the Revolution in two months. Saturn hooks a
sleeper hold on Eddie but a jawbreaker gets him out of it. Scratch that
as he’s right back in it. Now Eddie puts a sleeper on Saturn. Why do
people that just easily escaped a sleeper think it’s such a good move to
use immediately afterwords?

 

Saturn tries a spinning springboard clothesline but Eddie steps to the
side and dropkicks him down. Something like a tornado DDT gets two. Eddie
jumps  into  a  Death  Valley  Driver  for  two.  Shane  is  losing  it  on
commentary and is more entertaining than anything I’ve ever heard him say
or do. Saturn misses a top rope elbow so Eddie tries the same move he got
rid of Dean with but it only gets two. Eddie tries a top rope cross body



but Saturn rolls through into the Rings of Saturn to give us Saturn vs.
Torrie. Torrie kicks him low and Shane gets on the apron. Saturn hits
Torrie low which gets him the pin for the win.

 

Rating: C-. Not bad but I really don’t get the idea of having the girls
in there. This would have been a lot better if they just had a tag match
with the four guys or maybe threw in another dude to fight Asya. There
wasn’t anything great here and the ending was really pretty stupid. I can
think of worse ways to kill ten minutes though.

 

Jeff and Creative Control are beating up Buff Bagwell now.

 

Curt Hennig vs. Buff Bagwell

 

This is a career vs. career match and the video package during Curt’s
entrance doesn’t really do much of a good job of explaining why that’s
the stipulation. There’s no Bagwell due to the beating so here are
Jarrett and CC. Hennig tries to fight them off but he’s outnumbered.
Here’s Bagwell who is fine and has a 2×4. He runs off the heels who have
been in about 5 scenes tonight and the match begins.

 

Hennig controls early and we head to the floor with Bagwell going into
the railing a few times. As they’re getting back in though Hennig is
shoved off the apron and into the railing himself. And he still managed
to do it perfectly. This is far closer to a brawl than a match which is
Russo 101. Hennig is a lot more popular because he’s talented and old
school while Bagwell is more or less a douche.

 

Off to a sleeper (popular move tonight) by Hennig which goes on for a



long time. Buff fires off some punches and dances a lot but the fans do
not care at all. Why would you think that in an old WWF town in a country
that takes wrestling seriously that fans would want to see that dancing
stuff? Not that it matters as Hennig controls 80% of the match but walks
into a Blockbuster that is as out of nowhere as it sounds to make Hennig
“retire”.

 

Rating: D. What a boring match this was. The fans were all over Bagwell
who was the face in this I think and they gave Hennig a standing ovation
after the loss. The match was awful, primarily because Bagwell wasn’t any
good at making people care or being able to have an interesting match. He
had a good finisher and a good body and that’s it. Hennig would unretire
the next night and had his next televised match in 8 days.

 

Sting, the heel in his match against Bret, says he should be champion
because he never lost the title. It’s Showtime.

 

WCW World Title Tournament Semi-Finals: Bret Hart vs. Sting

 

Sting is in a t-shirt and tights and has big hair. Feeling out process to
start and they stare each other down a lot. Bret slugs away and the fans
pop HARD. They brawl to the floor because Bret Hart is incapable of
having a wrestling match in a ring right? Sting wrestles like a heel,
raking Bret’s eyes to break his momentum. This is a very interesting
thing to see as Sting is wrestling as a heel in front of a crowd that
believes him to be a heel. This has happened all of maybe twice ever.

 

Bret gets in a single shot to take over and the crowd explodes. Sting
kicks him in the little maple leafs and actually hits the big elbow for
two. They go to the floor again and Bret is sent into the announce table.



The Stinger Splash onto the table misses and we head back inside. The
referee goes down and here’s Lex with a ball bat to beat up Sting. Bret
beats up Luger and puts him in the Sharpshooter which somehow gives Bret
a DQ win. Bret doesn’t want it that way but he’s stuck with it.

 

Scratch that he’s not stuck with it as Bret demands we keep going so we
keep going. Bret goes off on Sting with the original Five Moves of Doom
including the Canadian hitting a Russian on the American. The elbow is
blocked by a boot to the chin and Sting limps into the Scorpion which he
has some torque on for once. Bret counters that into the Sharpshooter and
Bret is in the Finals.

 

Rating: D+. This match right here sums up Vince Russo’s issues in a
nutshell. Sting was past his prime at this point and Bret wasn’t great
but he still could have a decent match in the ten minutes they had here.
Did we need the run-in and the ball bat? No, we didn’t. The ending they
did here could have worked fine and would have made a good ending kind of
like his Summerslam 91 match. However, Vince Russo says no that’s not a
good idea and we need to have people running in and weapon shots because
I guess the fans can’t enjoy wrestling. That’s Russo in a nutshell: he
had no faith in actual wrestling.

 

Sting calls Bret back in for a handshake post match.

 

Benoit says it’s an honor to wrestle Bret again here and he’ll test the
Best There Is/Was/Ever Will Be moniker.

 

Luger is already in a neck brace and says it’ll be a permanent thing. He
can’t wrestle tonight either so he’ll pay the fans something for an
apology. The details aren’t really clear.



 

Vampiro vs. Berlyn

 

This is a collar match and Vampiro has Jerry Only of the band the Misfits
with him. Berlyn is Alex Wright in something resembling a Neo-Nazi deal.
It was rather weird to say the least. Dr. Death Steve Williams and
Oklahoma, one of the creative writers making fun of JR. Immediately
Berlyn hits the referee. Vampy kicks Berlyn and Wall hits Vampiro. A
second referee comes down as Wall beats up Vampiro and Berlyn is on the
floor.

 

Wall misses a big boot and gets crotched as Berlyn beats up Jerry Only.
Oklahoma’s impression of JR is pretty good. I think the match has started
now but I’m not sure. Oklahoma makes up a bunch of football stats for the
three guys as Wall hits a HUGE chokeslam and is tied to Vampiro now.
Berlyn yells at the Wall who takes the collar off.

 

I have no idea what the point of this is or if the bell ever rant in the
first place. Oklahoma: “This Berlyn is tougher than Chinese algebra.”
Wall  walks  out  and  Vampiro  hits  a  release  superplex.  Only  (not  a
wrestler) comes in for the double team and The Nail in the Coffin
(Michinoku Driver) sets up a camel clutch with the chain for the pin.

 

Rating: N/A. The bell never rang so I don’t think this was an actual
match. As for the match, I have no idea why it’s on the card as Vampy and
Berlyn were ever chained together at any time. It wasn’t a good match or
anything either as Wall was the one out there doing most of the work
while a singer that most people probably didn’t know was beaten up. I
don’t get the point of this at all.

 



Steve Williams comes in and beats down both guys post match. So THAT was
the point of it.

 

Scott Hall (POP) talks about Rick Steiner not being here for the title
vs. title match. Hall is the new TV Champion because Steiner can’t defend
it. He was already the US Champion. Hall issues an open challenge for
later.

 

Hennnig is leaving and is congratulated by some guys as he leaves.

 

Kimberly is here, an hour and thirty five minutes into the show.

 

Meng vs. Total Package

 

Luger is the Package for those of you uninitiated. He’s in the neck
collar and hasn’t been wanting to wrestle at all lately so this is a
continuation of that story. Luger gets his shirt ripped off quickly and
there go the pants too. Again, WHAT IS WITH THE RIPPING OFF OF MEN’S
CLOTHING??? Luger goes to the eyes and manages to suplex Meng despite
having a bad neck. The suplex isn’t sold either so we’ll call it even.

 

They go outside for a bit and Luger hammers away as they come back in.
Meng tries the Tongan Death Grip but he can’t get past the neck brace.
Instead he steps on the throat while we talk about the main event.
Powerslam gets two for Lex. He rams Meng’s head into the buckle. I guess
when they say Total Package that doesn’t include intelligence as YOU
DON’T HIT A SAMOAN IN THE HEAD. Meng starts his comeback as this is going
in slow motion. Liz has some spray or something but it hits Luger
instead. Meng takes the brace off and the Death Grip ends it.



 

Rating: D. In other words, Liz was Jimmy Hart, Luger was Brian Knobs and
Meng was Norman Smiley. I’ll give Russo this: I’ve seen him go shorter
than this between using the same style of an ending. This was another
match where I have no idea what the point of this being on the PPV was
but I’m sure it made sense at the time. I’m not being serious with that
last line but I thought I’d try being nice for a change.

 

Bret says he’ll win and Luger walks behind him ranting about his loss.
Bret doesn’t stop talking.

 

David Flair is “polishing his crowbar” for his time where he’ll try to
hold Kimberly down against her will later or make her scream about how
she can’t take it anymore.

 

US Title/TV Title: Scott Hall vs. ???

 

Booker T accepts the challenge. Hall is so over it’s incredible. Since it
was more newsworthy when he was sober than the other way around though,
that would never result in a world title run. He says Nash is coming and
they’re going to have a party later. Hall rams his shoulders into Booker
for that signature spot of his. Booker fires off a hook kick and is booed
during the cover.

 

Side slam gets two. Hall gets knocked to the floor but comes back with a
chokeslam for two. Much like any other match with it being thrown
together on the fly like this, there’s not much to it because there’s no
story or hatred to it. Fallaway slam puts Booker down and we go to the
floor again. Off to a sleeper as the fans are looking at something to the



right of the ring. Here are Jarrett and Creative Control AGAIN. They go
after Booker, he fights them off, Booker gets caught in the Outsider’s
Edge and Hall retains.

 

Rating: D+. Again, WHAT WAS THE POINT??? In this case I’m talking about
the run-in. This is what, the third match they’ve been involved with? We
get it: he’s trying to disrupt things. Can we please have a match that
ends cleanly? Is it that much to ask? Oh wait Russo is running things SO
OF COURSE IT IS. This gets really frustrating after awhile.

 

Midnight, the black Chyna ripoff, makes the save for the post match
beatdown.

 

Lex can’t find Liz.

 

We recap Kimberly vs. David Flair. She wanted to sleep with David Flair
but got Ric instead. David went insane because of it and wanted to beat
her for some reason. I still don’t get the point of this.

 

Kimberly vs. David Flair

 

Let’s get this over with. She does look good at least. Kimberly stretches
a lot to try to distract David. Within thirty seconds, Flair is kicked
low (no effect) and the referee is shoved. David gets the crowbar and she
gets on her knees in front of him. Crowd: “SUCK IT SUCK IT SUCK IT!” She
reaches for his crotch and pulls his cup out so she can kick him in the
balls. The fans are dead.

 



David picks up the crowbar but Kanyon comes out to beat him up. Now
here’s DDP to hit the Diamond Cutter on David. His ribs are killing him
though. DDP gets the crowbar but Arn Anderson comes out and takes the bar
away from him. David hits Arn with the crowbar and leaves, I guess ending
this.

 

Rating: N/A. Get me a wrestling match and I’ll rate it. Kimberly looked
great.

 

Arn is taken out on a stretcher to fill in some time.

 

We recap Sid vs. Goldberg which is part of Sid’s Millennium Man deal
where he was going to break Goldberg’s record for a win streak which
turned into a comedy deal where chokeslamming people counted as wins and
all that jazz. They kept having big brawls and the Streak might have been
broken. It’s not mentioned but who cares about stuff like that I suppose.

 

Sid says he’ll never say I Quit. It’s an I Quit match if that wasn’t
mentioned.

 

Sid Vicious vs. Goldberg

 

Sid jumps him during the entrance and the piped in chants begin. You can
tell as no one is moving yet everyone is chanting. Sid is knocked to the
floor and they slug it out again. Sid is WAY over and there’s a cobra
clutch slam to Goldberg. Another cobra clutch slam sets up a chokeslam
and make that a pair of them. Goldberg counters a choke into a cross
armbreaker and is booed out of the building. Back to the arm and Goldberg
isn’t sure what to do. Off to something resembling a cobra clutch and Sid



is out cold in maybe 20 seconds to end it minus saying I Quit.

 

Rating: F. Well let’s see. In an I Quit match between two monsters, it
was a standard Goldberg match with a sloppy looking hold to end it. What
was the point of this? I know I’ve asked that a lot tonight but that’s
what I leave most of these matches asking: what did that happen for?
Nothing match and it does little for either guy.

 

Lex blames Liz for the loss and threatens her despite not being able to
find her.

 

WCW World Title: Bret Hart vs. Chris Benoit

 

Long feeling out process that leads to Bret hooking an armbar. The fans
are for Bret but they’re not against Benoit if that makes sense. Benoit
tries a comeback with various strikes but a sunset flip is rolled through
into a Sharpshooter attempt. Benoit avoids that into a Crossface attempt
but Bret grabs the rope. They’re still cool though and have a handshake.

 

Bret throws him to the floor and a fan jumps out of the crowd in a hockey
jersey and face paint to beat up Benoit. It’s Malenko so Bret beats up
him and mark run-in #1 since Bret Hart vs. Chris Benoit in Canada with
over 15 minutes isn’t enough to have a good match right? Benoit fights
back with more basic stuff like a backdrop. Bret might have bad ribs so
Benoit starts firing off the suplexes.

 

A tombstone looks to set up the swan dive which hits but here’s Scott
Hall to take out the referee. Nash is here too with a chair but here’s
Goldberg to fight them off. Hall and Hart fight up the aisle as Benoit is



down. The Outsiders leave and we have a second referee. Goldberg jumps
the Outsiders and beats them to the back as Benoit starts in on Bret’s
knee. Since the world title match isn’t important enough we go split
screen to see the Outsiders get pulled off Goldberg.

 

Ok NOW we can get into the title match, 12 minutes into it. Benoit hooks
on the figure four and Bret’s knee has been worked over. Bret grabs the
rope and goes to a comeback, hitting a backbreaker for two. A top rope
superplex hits and both guys are down. Benoit’s back is getting messed up
quickly here which means it’s Sharpshooter time soon. Benoit falls on top
of Bret in a slam for two and goes to the outside to try to clear his
head. He counters a suplex back in and hits the Rolling Germans. He goes
for the Crossface but Bret rolls out. Bret grabs the legs into the
Sharpshooter and Bret wins the title.

 

Rating: C+. Pretty good match but the run-ins crippled it just like the
rest of the matches tonight. I mean seriously, you have two of the best
ever out of Canada and this is what you decide to do to them? The match
was kind of a mess on top of that as different parts were worked on until
the ending where Bret picked the back which made sense. It’s a good match
but it was running with an anchor.

 

Tony calls this “just another chapter in Bret’s career.” Nice way to sell
this as a huge moment.

 

Overall Rating: D. I have no idea what they were going for here. The
CONSTANT run-ins aren’t redeemed by a long and fairly good main event.
How many times have you heard that about Impact in the past say two
years? Two matches, as in the main event and the elimination tag are over
ten minutes long. The idea is to have short matches on TV to set up the
long ones on PPV. Russo never quite gets that, but there are a lot of



things he doesn’t get. Nothing to see here for the most part.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Smackdown  –  November  22,
2013:  Luke  Harper  Is
Something Special
Smackdown
Date:  November 22, 2013
Location: Phillips Arena, Atlanta, Georgia
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the final show before Survivor Series and we’ve more than doubled
the announced matches since Monday. The main story coming out of Raw is
the return of Rey Mysterio ahead of schedule from his knee injury. He’ll
be the fifth main in one of the Survivor Series elimination matches on
Sunday even though the word on the street is he’s not ready yet. It’s
hard to say if we’ll see him tonight or not. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence. We haven’t had that in awhile.

Mysterio is in a six man tag tonight with the Usos against Shield. Makes
sense to give him a lighter load like that.
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Tag Titles: Cody Rhodes/Goldust vs. Real Americans

Cesaro and Swagger are challenging. This is due to the Americans winning
a match over the champions last month because it takes WWE awhile to get
around to such things. Goldust and Swagger get things going with Swagger
sending him in the corner but getting caught by a dropkick. Off to Cody
for a missile dropkick and the release front suplex for two on the now
legal Cesaro. Back to Goldie as the champions start working on the arm.

The champions make some fast tags to stay on Cesaro’s arm before a
running knee the chest gets two for Cody. A pair of rollups get the same
but Cesaro backdrops him to the apron where a Swagger distraction lets
Antonio kick Cody to the floor. We take a break and come back with Cesaro
holding a standing chinlock. A clothesline puts Cody down and it’s of to
Swagger for a belly to belly suplex for two. The running Vader Bomb sets
up Cesaro’s double stomp for two before Cesaro catapults Rhodes into a
Swagger suplex/powerslam for two more.

Cesaro hooks another chinlock but Cody backdrops an invading Swagger to
the floor. Rhodes is about to make a hot tag but Jack pulls Goldust down
to the floor in a smart move. Swiss Death gets two on Cody and the
challengers are getting frustrated. Cody tries his sunset flip out of the
corner but Cesaro powers him back up onto the ropes in a very unique
counter. Rhodes kicks him away and hits the moonsault press to put both
guys down. Nice sequence there.

Double tag brings in Goldust and Swagger with the champion taking over
via his signature stuff. He rains down punches in the corner and gets two
off a powerslam as Cesaro makes the save. Both Americans are on the floor
so Goldust backdrops Cody down on top of them. Goldust goes up top but
gets slammed down on his face, setting up the Patriot Lock. Swagger drags
him away from the ropes but Cody breaks it up with the Disaster Kick.
Cesaro comes back in with the Cesaro Swing to Cody for a ridiculous 27
seconds. Goldust clotheslines Antonio to the floor and hits the Final Cut
on Jack to retain at 9:44 shown of 13:14.



Rating: B. That might be a bit high but I was digging this match. The
ending had me thinking the titles could change when Swagger pulled him
away from the ropes and the kick was timed perfectly. Cody and Goldust
are on fire right now and having great matches with anyone they work
with. Really good opener here.

Ryback is in the ring to issue an open challenge. He says being a bully
isn’t a bad thing and he enjoys being one very much. Ryback issues the
challenge again and some music hits before he can even finish.

Ryback vs. Great Khali

Khali wins a quick chop off before taking Ryback into the corner for some
chops to the back. A clothesline puts Ryback on the floor but he comes
back in to stomp Khali down in the corner. Ryback runs into an elbow in
the corner followed by some clotheslines and the big chop for two. The
Meathook puts Khali down and the Shell Shock is good for the pin at 3:20.

Rating: D+. Not a terrible power match here as Ryback is getting more and
more impressive with that Shell Shock every time. That being said, it’s
not going to matter if he keeps alternating wins and losses. Also it’s
not like beating Khali means much. Heath Slater pinned him nearly clean a
few months back which should tell you everything you need to know about
him anymore.

Vickie comes up to AJ in the back and blames Brad Maddox for everything
on Raw. She reiterates everything AJ should know about Survivor Series
and puts AJ in a handicap match against the Funkadactyls. AJ claims an
ankle injury but Vickie makes the match anyway. It’s best for business
you see. Apparently so is mocking someone who works harder than anyone in
the division and collapsed at a show in a match where she’s supposed to
be the heel despite being cheered over the soulless Bellas who come off
as the most stuck up evil women imaginable every time they’re on their
reality show which most wrestling fans don’t watch.



We get a clip from the History of the WWE DVD with Bruno Sammartino
talking about the peak of his career, including comments from Ivan Koloff
and Ken Patera (looking nothing like he did as a wrestler).

Video of John Cena at Oxford University. This didn’t air on the American
version of the show for some reason.

Funkadactyls vs. AJ Lee

The Funky ones don’t have to tag so they dropkick AJ out to the floor. AJ
tries to leave but the Funkadactyls knock Tamina down and drag AJ back to
the ring. Tamina takes Cameron down and AJ gets a near fall off a
neckbreaker to Naomi. The announcers ignore the match because JBL
accidentally said “Funkerdactyls”, which apparently is the funniest thing
ever. Naomi hits an enziguri and the Rear View gets the pin at 2:25.

Bray Wyatt talks about seeing memories that aren’t his own. The world
needs more revolutionaries and more revolutions, but no one can
understand that because Punk and Bryan make eyes light up whenever they
enter a room. Punk and Bryan are just men who breathe and bleed like
anyone does but the people revere them like they’re some kind of saviors.
Bray’s father told him as a child that the meek shall inherit the earth,
but they are the reapers who walk. Follow the buzzards. Creepy and
bizarre as always but it made sense.

Shield vs. Usos/Rey Mysterio

Dean and Jimmy start us off with Uso winning a slugout in the corner and
dragging Ambrose over for a tag of to Jey. JBL talks about the great
debuts in Atlanta and lists off the NWO as starting here. He’s usually
better at history than that. Shield starts their fast tags with Rollins
and Ambrose taking their shots until Jimmy tags in Jey so the twins can
clear the ring. The stereo dives take Rollins and Ambrose out in the
usual cool visual.



Back inside and Jey misses a high cross body to give Rollins two and we
take a break. Back with Rollins hitting a knee to the head to knock Jey
into the Shield corner. Ambrose hooks an arm trap choke before Reigns
comes in with a suplex for two. Rollins whips Jey into the corner and
talks some trash, only to miss a charge into the corner. Reigns breaks up
a hot tag attempt and lays Jey out with a spinout belly to back suplex
for two.

Roman misses a charge into the post and the hot tag brings in Mysterio to
clean house. Everything breaks down and Reigns spears both Usos down but
Rey hurricanranas him out to the floor. Ambrose comes in with a
clothesline as Rollins dives over the top rope to take out the Usos. Rey
sends Ambrose into the ropes for the 619 and the top rope splash for the
pin at 8:47 shown of 12:17.

Rating: C. Just a welcome home match for Rey who looked decent but not
much more than that. Shield still looked good out there and there’s no
shame in losing to a Hall of Famer like Mysterio. As usual though, Reigns
looks like a star out there with the spears to both Usos and some nice
power displays throughout the match. He’s going to be huge.

Here’s Big Show (who has changed his clothes since he was seen standing
in the hallway) to say he came back to torture the Authority. The best
way he can do that is rearranging the face of the WWE and become the new
WWE Champion. He’ll lay it all on the line at Survivor Series but here’s
Orton to interrupt before Show can elaborate. Orton promises to hurt Big
Show on Sunday and end his career, but Big Show wants him to come say
that in the ring.

We get a clip from Raw of the Authority telling Orton that he has to win
on his own to gain their confidence. Big Show talks about how Orton has
all the talent in the world and should have been a locker room leader
years ago. Instead it’s always been about what’s best for Randy Orton. On
Sunday, Orton is all alone and Big Show will prove how much of a spoiled
brat Orton is. Randy says he can beat him, so Big Show pulls up a video



of him chokeslamming Orton through the announce table. The segment was
well done, but I still don’t care to see the match at all.

R-Truth turns into Pretty Ricky to shill merchandise. To say this is a
bad stereotype is an understatement.

Big E. Langston/Dolph Ziggler vs. Curtis Axel/Damien Sandow

Axel gets his rematch on Sunday. Ziggler dropkicks Sandow down to start
but gets taken into the corner so the heels can double team. Axel goes
after Langston because he’s not that bright, allowing Dolph to hit a
jumping DDT to put Curtis down. The hot tag brings in Langston to clean
house but Axel breaks up the Big Ending on Sandow. Ziggler lays out Axel
with a Fameasser and the Big Ending finishes Sandow at 2:38.

Post match Langston chases Axel off again.

Video on the Wrestlemania ticket launch party.

Various celebrities are here.

Del Rio is in the back and we get a video recapping his feud with Cena.
This includes clips of Cena getting the better of Alberto on Raw, but Del
Rio says he wasn’t ready. He’ll be ready on Sunday though and will bring
the World Title home.

WWE fans think Natalya has the most devastating submission hold over
Punk, Bryan and Del Rio. That sounds very odd.

There was a Prime Time Players vs. 3MB match taped and
scheduled to air here but there’s no reference to it at all.

Daniel Bryan vs. Luke Harper



Harper drives him into the corner to start but Bryan scores with a few
kicks to send the big man outside. We take a break and come back with
Bryan being whipped into the barricade. Harper sends him into the steps
as well before slowly taking it back inside. Bray shouts at him to stay
on Bryan but Daniel takes him down with some kicks and a dragon screw leg
whip. Bryan tries to keep up the momentum but charges into a Michinoku
Driver of all things for two.

Daniel moonsaults over him in the corner and hits the running clothesline
to put Harper down. The kicks have Harper in trouble but he counters the
big kick into a sitout powerbomb for two. The Gator Roll keeps Bryan down
and Harper has some scary eyes on display. Bryan scores with a kick to
the face to send Harper to the floor for the FLYING GOAT. Bray distracts
Bryan, allowing Harper to get in a cheap shot from behind. This brings
out Punk, but his distraction lets Daniel roll up Harper for the pin at
7:02 shown of 10:32.

Rating: C+. They’ve got something special with Harper. The guy can hang
with anyone in the ring and he’s got a quick finisher that looks awesome.
Rubbing elbows with Bryan and Punk is going to do nothing but help him
which is the exact idea behind the story. Solid power vs. speed match
here and a good sign going forward.

Post match the Wyatts lay out Punk and Bryan to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This is a tough one to grade as they did a good job
building up the PPV but there’s very little on the PPV that sounds
interesting. The title scene has nothing at all going for it as Del Rio
has no chance to win and Big Show vs. Orton is clearly just a means to
get to Big Show vs. HHH. The midcard stuff could be interesting and the
show could be pleasant surprise but I’m not going into it with very high
hopes.

Results



Cody Rhodes/Goldust b. Real Americans – Final Cut to Swagger

Ryback b. Great Khali – Shell Shock

Funkadactyls b. AJ Lee – Rear View

Rey Mysterio/Usos b. Shield – Top rope splash to Ambrose

Big E. Langston/Dolph Ziggler b. Curtis Axel/Damien Sandow – Big Ending
to Sandow

Daniel Bryan b. Luke Harper – Small package

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Survivor  Series  Count-Up  –
2011: He’s Still Great
Survivor  Series 2011
Date: November 20, 2011
Location: Madison Square Garden, New York City, New York
Attendance: 16,749
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Booker T

This show is all about the Rock. Seriously, that’s it. The main event is
Rock/Cena vs. Awesome Truth in Rock’s first match in seven years. They
totally gave away the announcement of the match before the announcement
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on Raw but they were trying at leat. This show didn’t sell that well for
reasons we’ll get to later. Let’s get to it.

The whole history thing starts us off again, as always. Take a guess as
to what the opening video is about.

John Laurinitis welcomes us to the show. That’s all he says so this was a
minute wasted, brought to you by one of the Dynamic Dudes.

US Title: Dolph Ziggler vs. John Morrison

Morrison lost FOREVER, then won a match on Raw after Mason Ryan helped,
and gets a title match as a result. This was during a bad period where
Ziggler had a rock cover of his song which didn’t work at all. Feeling
out process to start and the fans want RYDER. This was when Ryder was
white hot but WWE decided that crushing him for the sake of Kane and Jack
Swagger. Ziggler gets taken down by the arm as the announcers talk about
Ryder.

The fans now think this is boring so Dolph jumps over John in the corner
and hits a dropkick to take over. Off to a headlock by the champion as
the fans still want Ryder. Dolph gets thrown to the floor and Morrison
hits a big corkscrew dive to take the champ out. Vickie offers an
annoying distraction and Ziggler takes over back inside. Ziggler takes
Morrison down and nips up in a good athletic display before hooking a
near Crossface.

As the fans chant the same thing I’d expect to hear for the entire show,
Ziggler stands around a lot. Morrison misses a charge in the corner and
Dolph hits a reverse powerslam for two. The sleeper doesn’t go on and
Morrison starts speeding things up with clotheslines and a leg lariat.
That gets two and so does a rollup with tights for Ziggler. Morrison
kicks Dolph in the head for two and a half and they trade sleepers.

The fans seem to be more behind Ziggler but it’s New York so that’s not
shocking. John hits a spinning DDT for two as Vickie puts Dolph’s foot on
the rope, which earns her an ejection. Morrison misses a running knee and
they rapidly trade near falls. The Flying Chuck misses for Morrison and
it’s a Fameasser…..for two. Wow I thought that was it. The running knee



hits Ziggler in the face but Starship Pain hits Ziggler’s knees. Zig Zag
retains the title.

Rating: B-. I dug this match a lot, annoying crowd aside. Sometimes
there’s nothing better you can do than throw two talented guys out there
for ten minutes and let them have fun. Ziggler is more or less in the
same spot he’s in a year later which is annoying but it’s the way of life
in the WWE. Morrison would be gone in eight days which almost knew was
coming.

Post match Vickie gets our attention as only she can and hands the mic to
Ziggler who says he’d hate to have to follow what you just saw. He says
it’s not showing off it you can back it up every night. As Ziggler
celebrates, here’s Ryder…who is immediately beaten down. Ryder comes back
and hits the Rough Ryder to send Ziggler running. They probably should
have changed the title here, but I’m not sure they were sure they wanted
to go with Ryder yet or not.

Divas Title: Eve Torres vs. Beth Phoenix

Beth is defending and this is a lumberjill match. Beth catches a cross
body and just drops Eve like she doesn’t care. Eve kicks her down and
does her STUPID dancing moonsault but Beth rolls to the floor and calls
it stupid. Good for her! Back in and the moonsault hits anyway for two.
Eve gets sent to the apron and has to kick away Natalya, allowing the
champion to take over.

Off to a reverse chinlock for a bit before Eve counters a wheelbarrow
suplex to send Beth into the middle turnbuckle. Eve hits a kick to the
face but a rolling flip hits knees. The Glam Slam is countered and Eve
hooks a freaky kind of Octopus Hold before shifting to a modified
triangle choke. Eve has to chase off some evil chicks but manages to kick
Beth in the head. The moonsault gets broken up though and the Glam Slam
off the middle rope retains Beth’s title.

Rating: C. Not terrible here and the ending looked awesome. I loved Beth
and Natalya’s heel run together as they HATED the stupid Barbie stuff
that chicks like Kelly and Eve were doing because it’s almost
embarrassing at times. This particular match started slow but once it



picked up it got a lot better.

Otunga comes in to annoy Punk and says Cole deserves an apology from some
attack by Punk. Punk says let me go become world champion first.

Rock is in the back and he’s got a mic. He talks about MSG (no FINALLY
for some reason) and being here in the 70s, watching his grandfather
fighting for the world title. Then in the 80s he hung out with Andre the
Giant in the locker room. Then in 1996 he debuted in the WWF, and despite
having a hideous outfit and the worst haircut known to man (his words),
the fans chanted his name. That’s correct actually and they didn’t even
tell him to die. Rock runs us through his history of catchphrases and
title wins, with the most important being him becoming the People’s
Champion.

There’s FINALLY and he has to stop for a chant. He does his stupid boots
catchphrase before moving on to his partner: John Cena. The fans think
Cena sucks but Rock talks about the things that have happened in MSG like
Ali vs. Frazier. Then he sings some Frank Sinatra and asks the fans to
sing with him. It’s on tonight and that’s about it. This is what the fans
wanted and he could have had them say anything he wanted here. That’s
what Rock is great at and it worked.

Team Barrett vs. Team Orton

Wade Barrett, Cody Rhodes, Jack Swagger, Hunico, Dolph Ziggler

Randy Orton, Kofi Kingston, Sheamus, Mason Ryan, Sin Cara

Ziggler is subbing for an injured Christian. There’s no real reason for
most of these guys other than needing four midcard faces and heels to
fill out the teams. Cody is IC Champion. Kofi and Bourne are tag
champions here but Bourne is on a Wellness violation. Kofi and Ziggler
start things off with Ziggler hitting a quick elbow to take Kofi down.
The reverse powerslam is countered and Dolph gets one off a dropkick.

Kofi’s SOS is countered so it’s a forearm to take Dolph down instead.
There’s the tag to Orton and an RKO eliminates Ziggler quickly. To be
fair he had a match earlier so this isn’t a bad thing for him. Barrett



has a huddle on the floor with his team but Orton wants to fight some
more. Back in and it’s most of Team Orton to clear the ring before Kofi
and Cara try stereo flip dives. Cara, being the klutz that he is at this
point, trips on the top rope and rips his knee apart, putting him in the
shelf for the next seven months.

The match stops for a few moments as we’re told Cara is eliminated. We
get back to normal and it’s Cody vs. Randy now. Orton grabs the arm and
it’s off to Ryan. Prepare for a trainwreck. Ryan hits some very basic
stuff including a knee to the chest before Cody bails to the floor.
Hunico gets the tag but Ryan has to literally pull him in. Off to Kofi
whose tights look like they have the Stay Puft Marshmallow Man on them if
you don’t look too long.

Kofi misses a charge in the corner and it’s off to Barrett for a
chinlock. Back up and it’s a double clothesline to put them both right
back down. Double tag brings in Hunico vs. Ryan with the latter hitting a
series of backbreakers and a fallaway slam. Hunico gets gorilla press
dropped into the corner for a tag to Cody. There’s the Disaster Kick and
the Cross Rhodes (POP) for the pin and elimination.

Off to Sheamus vs. Cody now with the Pale One quickly getting annoyed. He
pounds Rhodes down in the corner and hits the ten forearms in the ropes,
which they tried to name some Irish word. It lasted about two weeks
before they realized it speaks for itself pretty well. Cody tries to low
bridge Sheamus but Sheamus lands on the apron. Barrett decks the Irishman
and Hunico comes in with a springboard dropkick to the knee.

Cole starts talking about Shawn Michaels for no apparent reason as
Sheamus takes out Hunico’s knee as well. Off to Kofi who chops Barrett
down a lot but gets kicked in the face after having to deal with Swagger.
Upon further review, that IS the Stay Puft Man on Kofi’s trunks. With
Barrett mostly dead from the kick, the Wasteland eliminates Kofi. It’s
Orton and Sheamus vs. Swagger, Barrett, Hunico and Rhodes.

Orton comes in and tries the Elevated DDT, but Wade drops him to the
floor where Hunico hits a suicide dive to take Orton out. Swagger comes
in to pound on Orton a bit before Cody comes in for a release gordbuster.



That gets two and it’s off to a chinlock for a bit. A bulldog by Cody is
easily countered and it’s hot tag to Sheamus. The Pale One pounds on
Swagger and hits the top rope shoulder and the Irish Curse. Swagger
escapes the High Cross so Sheamus drops knees on his head, drawing a DQ
when the referee gets to five. They were really trying to keep Sheamus
strong here and that mostly worked.

Before Sheamus leaves, he takes Swagger’s head off with a Brogue Kick.
Orton gets the easy pin and it’s 3-1. Rhodes comes in and stomps a spent
Orton down in the corner but Orton comes back with some clotheslines.
There’s the powerslam to Rhodes followed by the Elevated DDT. Randy has
to chase off Barrett so Hunico gets a blind tag. He springboards right
into the RKO for the elimination to make it 2-1, but Rhodes distracts
Orton into the Wasteland to give Barrett the final pin.

Rating: B. This is your usual good formula based Survivor Series match
with Orton and Barrett getting to advance their feud and not having Orton
lose any face at all. The rest of the teams didn’t mean much but Kofi is
perfect for matches like this: he’s got the resume to make him look like
a threat but he never steals anyone’s thunder. Good match.

The Bellas hit on Alberto when Ace comes up. Del Rio isn’t worried about
Punk tonight. Ace texts someone.

Don’t be a bully!

The ring is reenforced for the next match after Big Show and Henry broke
the ring at Vengeance. That’s why the rematch is happening here tonight.

Smackdown World Title: Mark Henry vs. Big Show

Henry is defending. They trade the big dramatic shoves to start and Henry
gets shoved to the floor. Back in and Show takes it to the mat which goes
a lot better than you would expect it to. If that’s not shocking enough,
Show armdrags Henry to the floor. Henry stalls in the corner before going
after Show’s knee. Mark lays on the leg a bit and drops some elbows. I
think the fans are chanting boring, likely due to New York fans being
ridiculous.



A clothesline puts Show down but Show comes back with a DDT for two. Now
the fans want Daniel Bryan, who has an MITB case at this point. Show
shoulders Henry down and calls for the chokeslam, but Henry kicks him in
the knee and hits the World’s Strongest Slam for two. A splash gets the
same and Henry is getting frustrated. Booker sums up what Henry should
do: give him another World’s Strongest Slam. I’ve never gotten why
wrestlers don’t do that. Just because a finisher doesn’t work, it doesn’t
mean a second or third won’t work.

The fans want Undertaker as the guys go to the floor. Show gets posted
and then tackled through part of the barricade. That finally gets the
fans’ attention on the match instead of on guys who aren’t here. Show
barely makes it back into the ring in time but he manages to break up
another superplex attempt. He busts out a superkick of all things to
knock down Henry and draw an HBK chant.

Big Show goes up top (uh oh) and even though he takes forever, he hits a
top rope elbow on Henry…..for two. Why do a huge spot like that if it
doesn’t end the match? Now it’s a Randy Savage chant. Show loads up the
WMD, but Henry kicks him low for the FREAKING LAME DQ to retain the
title.

Rating: C+. There’s something awesome about two huge guys beating the tar
out of each other and that’s what we got here. Henry was AWESOME in 2011
and made for a great world champion, which is the last thing most people
expected. That elbow was great, but to have the match end the way it did
sucked. Show would beat Henry the next month, only to have Bryan cash in
and win the title 45 seconds later.

Post match Henry tries to Pillmanize Show’s ankle again but Show gets out
of the way and knocks Henry out cold. The fans chant for Bryan but no
such Goatface appears. Show wraps the chair around Henry’s ankle instead
and drops a leg on the chair to break Henry’s ankle.

Barrett says that the world title is next for him but Awesome Truth comes
in and demands respect. Truth talks about an argument he had with some
pigeons. The pigeons said nothing though, because pigeons don’t talk.
Crazy Truth was great.



The New York National Guard is here.

We recap Punk vs. Del Rio. Del Rio cashed in MITB at Summerslam after
Punk won, Cena beat Del Rio at Vengeance, Del Rio won a threeway with
Punk and Cena in the Cell, tonight is the rematch from Summerslam, if you
call that a match.

Raw World Title: CM Punk vs. Alberto Del Rio

Alberto is defending. Del Rio has Ricardo Rodriguez introduce him, so CM
Punk brings out his own ring announcer: HOWARD FREAKING FINKEL! Round one
goes to Punk. Howard waddles out and seems genuinely choked up by the
reaction he gets. The fans want ice cream which is a thing he said he
wanted in his own image. Feeling out process to start as Punk does his
headlock so he can call spots to Del Rio.

Now the fans chant for Colt Cabana. Man these guys just won’t stop. Punk
cranks on the arm a bit and Alberto hides on the floor. Back in and Punk
knees him down in the corner and hits a dropkick to send the champ back
to the floor. There’s the suicide dive from Punk and it’s back in to work
on the arm. Alberto sends him into the ropes where Ricardo gets in a
shot, allowing Del Rio to take over.

Alberto comes in off the top with an elbow to the head for two and it’s
off to the arm for the champion. Both guys have arm finishers which isn’t
something you often see. Punk fights out of the hold but can’t hook the
GTS as Del Rio hooks a DDT on the arm. The champ drops knees on the arm

and we hit about the 8th armbar of the match. Punk breaks that one as
well but charges into a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for two.

CM ducks a charge to send Alberto to the floor and things slow down
again. Back in and Punk makes a comeback with a lot of strikes to the
head and a neckbreaker for two. The knee in the corner and bulldog get
the same but Alberto counters the GTS into a Backstabber for two. A
running enziguri in the corner gets a VERY close two on Punk and now it’s
Alberto that’s frustrated.

Del Rio loads up a superplex in the corner but Punk knocks him off and
loads up the Macho Elbow but gets crotched. Alberto gets in a hard kick



to the arm but misses a charge into the post while Punk is still on top.
Now the Macho Elbow hits to a big pop but it only gets two. The crowd is
really getting into these kickouts now. Punk shouts for the GTS but
Alberto counters it for the third time. The armbreaker is escaped but
Punk’s high kick misses as well and there’s the armbreaker on full.

After getting as close to tapping as a face is going to, Punk gets his
feet in the ropes. Del Rio escapes the GTS for the fourth time because
the arm isn’t there. Punk kicks Ricardo in the face and gets rolled up
with trunks for two. The high kick gets two for CM so he immediately puts
on the Vice and wins Del Rio is in big trouble. He grabs at Punk’s face
(realistic, nice) but has to tap and Punk wins the title.

Rating: A. I don’t remember liking this as well the first time but this
was a really good match. Del Rio seemed like a real threat to keep the
title here as Punk’s arm just wasn’t going to be able to do hit the GTS.
The Vice is a little more realistic and I can live with him being able to
do that so even the ending is ok. This was a very solid match, but the
problem with the story overall is the title changes happening so rapidly.

In short, Del Rio getting two title reigns and Cena getting one out of
all this didn’t need to happen. Punk could have won at Summerslam, beaten
Del Rio cashing in here, and things would have been much stronger. But
hey, that would mean MITB would be interesting instead of there for a
shock value and we can’t have that.

Finkel does the “and NEEEEEEEEEEEEEW” WWE Champion call. Punk is the new
WWE Champion having won it in the middle of Madison Square Garden and The
Fink got to tell the people about it. Is there a cooler moment in
wrestling? No, there isn’t.

Punk celebrates for a long time post match. As I’m writing this (November
7, 2012), he’s STILL champion.

Austin has yet another DVD.

We recap Awesome Truth vs. Rock/Cena. Cena had beaten up both guys before
a tag match was made for this show. He was told he could pick ANYONE he
wanted as a partner so he picked The Great One. Pay no attention to the



PPV ad that played at the end of HIAC and advertised the match before
Cena officially picked his partner. Basically the only way Awesome Truth
(Miz/R-Truth) can win is to have Rock and Cena implode. Other than that
we’re looking at a squash.

Awesome Truth vs. The Rock/John Cena

Rock is going to start as Cena is off to kiss the widow of Arnold
Skaaland. Miz gets to face Rock to start and the Great One grabs a quick
headlock. Rock snaps off some GREAT armdrags and gets two off La
Magistral (it’s an armtrap cradle) on Miz. Awesome Truth huddles on the
floor and Cena looks impressed. Truth wants to fight Rock now and Rock
says Just Bring It. The fans do the Cena dueling chants before Rock hits
a fisherman’s suplex on Truth, but Cena is going after Miz, meaning no
count.

Now Miz wants to get back in and he wants it to be with Cena. Given how
Rock looked, that’s a wise choice. Cena quickly takes over with
snapmares, a monkey flip (!!) and a dropkick. The fans boo him out of the
building and tell him he still sucks. Off to Truth who walks into Cena’s
finishing sequence but Cena tells Rock that he can’t see Cena. They stare
each other down, allowing Truth to nail Cena (Rock saw it coming and
didn’t do anything) to give the guys with no chance the advantage.

Truth and Miz take a few turns on Cena before Truth hooks a chinlock.
Cena gets thrown to the floor by Truth which gets two back in the ring.
Back to a leg choke by Truth as the fans want Rocky. Off to Miz who
counters an AA into a short DDT for two. The fans seem to be into Miz as
he hits his running clothesline in the corner. Truth hooks a front
facelock to kill a few moments and it’s back to Miz who gets two off a
clothesline.

The spinning legdrop gets two for Truth as the crowd is waiting to
explode for Rock’s hot tag. Truth goes up for a cross body but Cena rolls
through. His AA attempt is countered into a sitout gordbuster for two and
it’s back to Miz. Miz hits a pair of boots to the face of Cena but the
third is countered into the STF. Truth makes a quick save and Rock is
content to stand on the apron. Cena grabs a quick AA on Truth but Miz



knocks Rock off the apron to tease the crowd even further.

Truth drops Rock on the barricade to keep him down as Cena gets put in
another chinlock. A double flapjack gets two on Cena and it’s back to the
front facelock by Truth. Truth’s second legdrop misses There’s the real
hot tag to Rock and house is cleaned in a hurry. Miz gets put in the
Survivor Series Sharpshooter but Truth saves as everything breaks down.
With Cena and Truth on the floor, Miz goes off on Rock but charges into a
spinebuster. The People’s Elbow returns and Rock gets the pin on Miz.

Rating: B. What else were you expecting here? This is one that has indeed
changed over time as we knew Rock would have a great match with Cena at
Wrestlemania. The match itself was formula stuff which is perfectly fine
and all that it should have been. Rock making the save was the right call
and there’s almost no complaints at all here. Good match but it didn’t
need to happen, which we’ll get to in a bit.

Cena leaves so Rock can have him moment, but Rock calls him back in.
Cena’s posing gets booed, Rock’s gets cheered. Rock lays out Cena with a
Rock Bottom to end the show.

Overall Rating: A. This is an AWESOME show with a great world title match
and a solid main event. The problem was it didn’t sell that well and it’s
really clear why: the main event was a bad idea. The whole idea of Rock
vs. Cena at Mania was that it was Rock’s first match in 8 years. Well now
it’s Rock’s first match in about five months and for what? Rock and Cena
had beaten up both guys one on two leading up to the match. There was no
doubt as to who was going to win and nothing was on the line, so why
watch the match? There was no reason and not a lot of people did. Still
though, great show and worth seeing.

That’s the end of the Survivor Series Redo Count-Up and it really was fun
to do this. A lot of the shows were about the same the second time
around, but one thing is very clear: I was freaking WORDY back in the
day. All of these reviews were shorter this time around and that’s
probably better. Anyway, I’ll be back for the Rumble, Wrestlemania and
Summerslam versions of these. Thanks for reading and supporting me all
these years to the point where I can do another set of these. I really



appreciate you all.

Ratings Comparison

Dolph Ziggler vs. John Morrison

Original: B-

Redo: B-

Beth Phoenix vs. Eve Torres

Original: C

Redo: C

Team Barrett vs. Team Orton

Original: B-

Redo: B

Big Show vs. Mark Henry

Original: B-

Redo: C+

CM Punk vs. Alberto Del Rio

Original: C+

Redo: A

The Rock/John Cena vs. Awesome Truth

Original: B

Redo: B

Overall Rating

Original: B



Redo: A

The World Title really changed things for me here. Still a great show
though.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/20/survivor-series-2011-rock-still-
has-it/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Impact  Wrestling  –  November
21,  2013:  What  Are  They
Turning Towards?
Impact  Wrestling
Date: November 21, 2013
Location: Impact zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Taz

Usually I start each NXT review by saying Welcome Home but it’s more
appropriate in this case. Tonight is the Turning Point special as we
return to the Impact Zone in Orlando. The focus tonight is on the
tournament with two tournament matches, but we also get Bully Ray vs.
Anderson, with the future of aces and 8’s on the line. Let’s get to it.

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/20/survivor-series-2011-rock-still-has-it/
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We open with an Impact365 video of Roode attacking Storm at a bar last
night.

We get an opening video recapping both the tournament matches as well as
Anderson vs. Ray.

Dixie comes up to Joe in the back and says she’s been watching last
week’s show and threatens to fire Joe if he ever takes the same tone that
he did last week.

Here’s Dixie to open the show. She plugs an article about her in Sports
Illustrated before talking about the disdain she feels for AJ Styles.
He’s taken her intellectual property and misrepresented it around the
world. There are lawyers around the world ready to shut him down but
here’s James Storm for an interruption. Storm says he wants some revenge
on Roode but doesn’t think the bullrope he has is going to do enough
damage.

He wants to use chairs (Dixie: “No.”), tables (“No!”) and the old woman’s
dentures if he can get them out of his mouth. Storm wants it to be a
Florida death match but Dixie says the Wheel has spoken. James says
that’s cool, because he can call the police and change his minds about
filing charges and drop out of the tournament. Dixie still says no, so
Storm asks all politely and gets what he wants.

TNA World Title Tournament First Round: Magnus vs. Samoa Joe

Falls count anywhere. Joe pops upon the screen and says he wants to start
the fight in the back. Magnus heads backstage and we take a break. This
is joined in progress in the back with Joe throwing Magnus through
various objects. Apparently that was a replay and we cut back to the
stage with Magnus getting two off an elbow drop. They head to ringside
with Joe taking over via some right hands before taking Magnus down with
a running boot to the face.

Magnus avoids the backsplash though and peppers Joe with forearms and
uppercuts. Joe snaps off the powerslam for two but walks into the
Michinoku Driver. Magnus loads up the top rope elbow but Joe stops him
with a chop. A superplex is blocked and Magnus knees him in the chest to



put Joe on the mat. Now the top rope elbow connects for two but Joe kicks
away from the Kingsley Cloverleaf. The Rock Bottom out of the corner puts
Magnus down on the floor and the suicide elbow takes Magnus out again for
two.

The Brit sends Joe into the barricade and pulls out a chair which he
wedges between the bottom and middle rope. Joe reverses a whip into the
chair and hooks the Koquina Clutch but Magnus rams him back first into
the apron. Magnus ducks a charging Samoan to send Joe head first into the
chair for the pin at 7:11.

Rating: D+. There were some decent moments in this but for the most part
the stipulation meant nothing at all. That ending could have happened
just as easily in the ring and the backstage brawl part was nothing
special. This would have been much better as a regular match or a No DQ
match but it wasn’t horrible.

Here’s Bad Influence to watch the Joseph Park vs. Abyss match.

Joseph Park vs. Abyss

Park says he’s here to face his brother for the first time only, meaning
that this is his turning point. Naturally there’s no Abyss, so Bad
Influence says Park isn’t a good story of someone coming up from the
bottom. He’s a jar of mayonnaise with a law degree and a cheap track
suit.

The reason Park’s mom Bernice, his dad Alfredo and his great great
grandfather Jurassic aren’t here tonight is because he’s such an
embarrassment. Daniels asks if Park wants to fight but thinks we need
blood first. Kazarian pours a bucket of red liquid over Park and Daniels
asks where Abyss is. Daniels demands that a loser like Park get out of
the ring right now and Park walks away very sad.

Gail Kim vs. Candice Larea

Candice is another newcomer and is a good looking blonde. Gail runs her
over to start and gets two off a running dropkick in the corner. Larea
comes back with a headscissors and a sunset flip before awkwardly running



into the corner. Kim forearms her a lot and catches a hurricanrana in a
sitout powerbomb for two. Eat Defeat is enough for the pin on Candice at
1:52.

AJ Styles video from his time in Japan.

Anderson promises that Aces and 8’s are done tonight.

Gunner gives Storm a pep talk before his match.

We recap Storm vs. Roode. They were partners for years until Roode turned
heel on Storm to win the title. A long running feud and series of matches
followed.

TNA World Title Tournament First Round: James Storm vs. Bobby Roode

Florida death match, meaning last man standing. Storm doesn’t want to
wait and charge sup the ramp to pound on Bobby with a Singapore cane.
Roode makes a quick comeback but gets sent into the steps to stop it
cold. They head inside with Storm throwing in a garbage can fill of
weapons. Storm hits the corner enziguri but his running neckbreaker is
countered with a piece of steel to the head.

Storm comes back by driving the trash can between Roode’s legs and trying
a middle rope sunset flip, only to have Roode roll through and kick him
in the chest. A catapult into the corner is blocked though and Storm hits
a trashcan to Roode’s head twice in a row. Roode is up at 9 but is
immediately lifted into the Eye of the Storm which Roode counters into a
spinebuster onto the trashcan.

They pound on each other with trashcan lids and both guys go down for a
seven count. Roode has a crutch but walks into the Last Call and rolls to
the floor. He finds a beer bottle on the floor and smashes Storm in the
head but James gets up at nine. Roode clotheslines him down again and
hits an Attitude Adjustment through two chairs but Storm is up at nine.
Bobby is ticked so he goes under the ring and finds a barbed wire board,
which I guess is there just in case a Florida death match broke out.
Roode loads up another AA but Gunner comes out to throw in the towel and
end the match at 12:00.



Rating: C+. The match was better than a bullrope match would have been
but the ending was much more about setting up a future program than the
match itself. On top of that, Storm loses in ANOTHER big match which does
nothing to help his reputation as a choker. Still though, fun brawl.

Post break Gunner pleads his case but Storm is still furious.

Here are the updated brackets:

Hardy

Roode

Angle

Magnus

Your time wasting segment of the week is a look at Samuel Shaw’s
apartment and his artwork. The segment finishes filming and Shaw asks
Christy out. She says yes and gives her his number before leaving. Shaw
makes sure to straighten the notepad and pens she moved. Apparently he’s
OCD.

Ethan Carter III has brought his personal jobbers here again but isn’t
facing them again because there’s no challenge. Instead he’s facing a TNA
legend.

Ray talks about taking care of Anderson tonight. TNA turned their backs
on Anderson a year ago, but after Ray ends his career, he’ll make sure to
take care of Anderson’s pregnant wife.

Angle is cutting a promo on Magnus when Dixie Carter summons him to her
office.

Ethan Carter III vs. Shark Boy

Shark Boy had announced he was coming back tonight on Impact365 earlier
this week. Carter bails to the floor for a chase but still avoids an
elbow as they get back inside. The Chummer is countered with ease and the
One Percenter is good for the pin at 2:06.



We recap Anderson vs. Ray which stemmed from Ray using the club as a way
to get himself over and Anderson not being cool with it. Anderson cost
Ray a match against Sting and the Bound For Glory rematch against AJ
Styles.

Dixie tells Roode and Angle that they’er going to captain teams in an
eight man elimination tag match next week.

Mr. Anderson vs. Bully Ray

No DQ and it’s career vs. Aces and 8’s. Anderson is in long tights for
the first time I can ever remember. The roster comes out to watch the
match from the stage. Anderson jumps Ray during big match intros and hits
him low while shouting his name a lot. They head to the floor with Ray
ramming him into the steps but stopping to breathe a bit. Ray pulls out a
table and we take our last break. Back with Anderson being suplexed into
the ring and chopped loudly in the corner. There’s a table set up in the
corner as well.

Ray takes off the chain to whip Anderson even more but Anderson takes the
chain away and gets in a few whips of his own. Anderson loads up a big
chained fist but gets sent to the floor instead. Ray pulls back the mats
but Anderson backdrops Ray onto the concrete instead.

Knux saves Ray from being piledriven on the concrete but gets piledriven
down onto the mats for his efforts. Back inside and Anderson hits the
rolling senton but Ray fights out of the Mic Check. A spear puts Anderson
through the table in the corner but it’s only good for two. Tazz hands
Brooke the hammer but Anderson intercepts it and blasts Ray in the head.
The Mic Check ends Aces and 8’s at 13:00.

Rating: C+. Not a bad brawl here but Aces and 8’s hasn’t meant anything
in months so this isn’t the biggest deal in the world. I’m glad they’re
gone for good and it’s a good feather in the cap for Anderson, but this
is hardly some huge moment that changes wrestling forever. Fun match
though.

Anderson gets Ray and Tazz’s cuts to end the show.



Overall Rating: C. Most of the matches were good but this didn’t feel
like anything major at all. The ending was so far overdue that it doesn’t
even feel like a big deal anymore, but at least it finally happened. As
for everything else…..nothing significant really happened. Two first
round tournament matches don’t feel like anything major to me but at
least the wrestling was good for the most part. Not a horrible or even
bad show, but it’s nothing you need to see at all.

Results

Magnus b. Samoa Joe – Joe rammed his head into a chair

Gail Kim b. Candice Larea – Eat Defeat

Bobby Roode b. James Storm – Gunner threw in the towel

Ethan Carter III b. Shark Boy – One Percenter

Mr. Anderson b. Bully Ray – Mic Check

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Sports Illustrated Article on
Dixie Carter
It’s   off  their  website  but  still  not  bad.
http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/more/news/20131121/dixie-cart
er-tna-wrestling/
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NXT  –  November  20,  2013:
Tieing The Clock
NXT
Date:  November 20, 2013
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Byron Saxton, William Regal, Alex Riley

It’s the start of a new taping cycle tonight so we should be in for a
much fresher show. The main story tonight is the return of Bo Dallas who
has been on an international tour for the last few weeks. The question
now is who challenges him for the NXT Title after he’s pretty much done
everything he can with Sami Zayn. Let’s get to it.

Welcome Home. Appropriate theme for the week.

Here’s Bo to open things up with balloons and streamers falling. Bo is
even wearing a party hat and has that goofy grin on his face. He says
there’s no place like home and says that everyone who has been reading
the Bo Dallas newsletter, they know everyone loves Bo. The fans chant
what sounds like Pocahontas before breaking into the standard NO chant.

Bo wishes everyone could be here but he has a slide show for us. The
slides show him posing in various places such as Montreal, Cambodia
(where he sports entertained in front of a crowd of over 300,000 people),
Lichtenstein (where he hugged a diseased man, healing him by 50%),
Delaware and Portland. Then he went to Transylvania where they offered
him cookies. Since all of the Bo-Lievers here are his friends, everyone
here is getting a cookie! There are attendants actually passing them out
until JBL interrupts.

The interim GM says the company is proud of Bo for being a wonderful
international ambassador. Just like Randy Orton is with WWE, Bo is the
face of NXT. This brings out Sami Zayn to a big pop and an Ole chant. Bo:

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/11/21/nxt-november-21-2013-tieing-the-clock/
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“Hey Sami. Did you come to get a cookie?” Sami says no but he’s glad to
see both JBL and Bo here in the same ring. Zayn just wants to be
reinstated so he can take the NXT Title, but JBL disagrees with Ricky
Bobby.

The fans chant cheeseball at JBL, so he threatens to suspend the entire
audience. Sami is reinstated and Bo isn’t pleased. Zayn says he’ll start
from the ground up, but next time he’s in the ring with Dallas, he’s
taking the title. JBL announces a Beat the Clock challenge with the
winner getting the next title shot with Zayn as one of the competitors.
For those of you unfamiliar, a Beat the Clock challenge consists of a
series of matches and whoever can win their match fastest wins.

Beat the Clock Challenge: Colin Cassady vs. Alexander Rusev

Rusev’s mysterious blonde is apparently his social media ambassador and
named Lana. Rusev pounds away in the corner and headbutts Cassady down
for a quick two. Some more headbutts get more near falls but Rusev missed
a middle rope splash. Cassady comes back with some quick right hands but
can’t slam him down. Instead it’s a high knee to the face for two but
Cassady misses a charge into the corner and hits his head on the post.

The Accolade goes on but Cassady slips his arms off Rusev’s legs and gets
to the ropes. Rusev picks Cassady up and drives knees into his back
without moving Cassady, sort of like a standing backbreaker. A headbutt
to the back of Cassady’s head sets up the Accolade for the submission to
set the time at 5:33.

Rating: D+. Not much to see here but Cassady looked good in his first
solo outing after Enzo’s injury. Rusev’s monster is great and works very
well for him given how he looks. Back in the day he would have been
headlining house shows against Hogan already but things have changed a
bit, and that’s better for guys like him.

Adrian Neville says that it’s unfortunate Corey Graves has a concussion
but that’s the chance you take in the ring. He knows a thing or two about
speed and tonight we’ll see if Aiden English can keep up. There’s a new
backstage interviewer named Devon Taylor and she’s no Renee Young.



Bayley is depressed about Charlotte turning on her last week. They were
like Spongebob and Patrick or Tommy and Chucky. They used to pogo stick
and do the robot together. She threatens to beat up Charlotte but
apologizes for scaring Devon. Maybe she’d like to do the robot with
Bayley?

Beat the Clock Challenge: Tyler Breeze vs. Kassius Ohno

Breeze’s nickname is now Prince Pretty. Tyler quickly stomps him down
into the corner but Ohno gets two of his own off a backslide. Kassius
hits one of the loudest chops I’ve ever heard but Breeze sends him out to
the floor with a hard dropkick to the head. Regal wants to know why
Breeze is trying to get him back into the ring when Tyler could easily
win by countout here.

Ohno finally gets rolled back inside for two as the fans are split on who
they like better. A clothesline gets another near fall for Breeze but
Kassius ducks the Beauty Shot spinwheel kick as we’re running out of
time. Ohno misses an elbow smash and they trade rollups for two each.
Kassius grabs a rollup of of his own for the pin at 4:48, setting the new
time.

Rating: C. Much more exciting match which is one of the perks of a Beat
the Clock Challenge. On the other hand though, the rest of the matches
are going to have a 4:48 time limit at the most which doesn’t give much
time to set things up. Still though, Breeze is just nailing this
character right now and it’s great.

Hunico/Camacho vs. John J. Hornigan/Chris Rothwell

Camacho hits a quick Samoan drop on I think Rothwell before Hunico pins
him with a Swanton at 24 seconds. That’s quite the squash.

Hunico and Camacho are coming for Ascension.

Some older looking male backstage interviewer talks to Ohno who is fired
up about his win. Lana comes in and yells at Ohno for screwing up Rusev’s
title shot. Ohno calls her Natasha and says tell Boris that Rusev can
have the first title shot.



Beat the Clock Challenge: Adrian Neville vs. Aiden English

Aiden sings about the 525,600 matches in WWE and measuring them in
headlocks and takedowns. WHY IS THIS GUY NOT ON RAW??? Neville grabs a
quick rollup for two and speeds things up with a legsweep for another
two. English comes back with a suplex for two of his own before stomping
away in the corner. Adrian fights back with some chops but gets taken
down and punched in the face a lot.

Neville kicks away at the leg and hits a quick kick to the chest for two.
We’ve got a minute left but Aiden rolls away before Neville can launch
the Red Arrow. English loads up a superplex but gets shoved down, setting
up the Red Arrow for the pin at 4:45, good for the lead by three seconds.

Rating: C-. This was the perfect kind of match for Neville who was flying
around as fast as he could out there. It’s a very good sign for him that
he can do more than just high spots which means he’s got a lot more
potential than various other guys with a high flying finisher. English
shouldn’t be losing clean this soon though.

Ascension accepts Hunico and Camacho’s challenge.

Beat the Clock Challenge: Sami Zayn vs. Leo Kruger

Bo comes out to watch from the stage. Sami gets an early two off a cross
body and Kruger gets the same off a slam. Zayn pops up to the top for a
high cross body for two as the fans are into this already. Leo puts him
right back down and elbows Sami for two as the OLE chants begin. A
cravate slows Sami down a bit longer but he fights up with some
clotheslines and a dropkick another near fall. Kruger catches him in a
spinebuster as we have 45 seconds left. Leo wastes a lot of time waiting
for Sami to get up but takes his head off with the Slice for two but Sami
counters a cover into a rollup for the pin as time expires.

Rating: C. Another fast paced match here with a very interesting ending.
Sami’s eventual push to the title continues, though at this point I’m not
sure if he’s going to actually get the belt or not. Kruger is looking
more and more like a jobber to the stars around here as of late, which
isn’t a good sign for him at all.



Post match here’s JBL to say there will not be controversy. Therefore,
next week it’s Zayn vs. Neville since their times were identical. The
winner gets a title shot the following week.

Overall Rating: B-. This is what I’m talking about by week to week
booking. Notice how there’s a natural flow from one week to another and
you’re given a reason to watch the next episode. On the main shows it’s
just “tune in next week to see whatever happens next.” That’s very vague
and not a reason to watch. Here on the other hand you’re given stories
and multiple reasons to check out the next show. If you don’t like the #1
contenders match, there’s also the Divas and the tag title picture.
That’s a really good way of running a show and keeps people coming back
over and over. Good show this week.

Results

Alexander Rusev b. Colin Cassady – Accolade

Kassius Ohno b. Tyler Breeze – Rollup

Hunico/Camacho b. John J. Hornigan/Chris Rothwell – Swanton Bomb to
Rothwell

Adrian Neville b. Aiden English – Red Arrow

Sami Zayn b. Leo Kruger – Rollup

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



Maurice Mad Dog Vachon Passes
Away
Dude  was NUTS back in his time and held the AWA World Title
for over three years.  He was also the guy that had his
prosthetic leg stolen by Diesel at In Your House 7.  Vachon
was 84 years old and had been in bad health for a long time.

Survivor  Series  Count-Up  –
2010: Here Lies Wade Barrett
Survivor  Series 2010
Date: November 21, 2010
Location: American Airlines Arena, Miami, Florida
Attendance: 8,000
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Matt Striker

This is all about the Nexus with the main event of Orton vs. Barrett for
the world title with Cena as the referee. If Barrett wins, Cena is free
from Nexus. If Orton wins, Cena is fired. Other than that we’ve only got
one Survivor Series match which is kind of a letdown but it could be
worse. This is one of those shows that doesn’t mean much because of what
happens the next night anyway so it’s hard to get into this in a way.
This is one of the two Survivor Series I reviewed live so the grades
should be interesting. Let’s get to it.

The usual opening video is the video that opens us. The idea tonight is
Cena not wanting to compromise his integrity and give the title to
Barrett when he doesn’t deserve it, but he doesn’t want to quit. A song
about being what you believe plays over this.
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US Title: Daniel Bryan vs. Ted DiBiase

DiBiase is challenging here because he wants to win his first title.
Simple but effective I guess. Bryan has Rise of the Valkyries here which
makes things all the more awesome but the lack of beard hurts. Maryse is
with Ted here too and is rocking a beige dress. Bryan speeds things up to
start and there go the lights. Daniel dropkicks DiBiase to the apron but
as he goes to get Ted, Bryan gets suplexed out to the floor in a cool
bump.

Back in and Bryan fires off the kicks. It’s so weird to not hear YES or
NO whenever he hits…well anything actually. DiBiase hooks a chinlock to
slow the champ down followed by a backbreaker and dropkick for two. Back
to the chinlock as the fans are way into Bryan here. This one doesn’t
last as long as Bryan fights up and speeds up the pace. There’s the
moonsault out of the corner and a dropkick to send DiBiase to the floor.
Bryan hits the suicide dive to the floor but he comes up favoring his
shoulder. Why is that called favoring? It’s in worse shape than anything
else so how is that favoring it?

They head back in and Bryan hits a missile dropkick for two and it’s time
for more kicks. The LeBell (NO) Lock can’t go on because of the bad
shoulder though and DiBiase clotheslines him down. Dream Street (Cobra
Clutch) from DiBiase is countered twice so Ted hits a sitout spinebuster
for two. Dibiase’s superplex is countered a belly to back superplex by
Bryan but he still can’t get the LeBell Lock. A rollup gets two for Ted
and Bryan grabs the arm for the LeBell Lock to retain.

Rating: C+. This felt like an extended Smackdown match but that’s not a
bad thing. Bryan was still a pretty big underdog in a lot of his matches
at this point but wins like this were exactly what he needed. DiBiase
never got over in this role or really in any other either. He’s a guy who
needs to change his name as he’s never going to get out from under his
dad’s shadow and it’s crippling his career. Well that and WWE never
putting him on TV.

As Bryan poses on the stage, Miz and Alex Riley (speaking of guys who
need to be on TV more) jump him with the MITB case. Miz and Riley get in



the ring but the lights go out again. Miz talks about how he’s from
Cleveland and doesn’t like the Miami Heat that much. He compares Barrett
to LeBron James because neither will ever be a world champion. The fans
chant for the Heat and Miz says he’ll cash in soon. That’s true.

We recap Sheamus vs. Morrison. Sheamus is a bully, Morrison is sick of
him. That’s it.

Sheamus says Morrison is jealous of him for being a former and future
world champion because Morrison never will be.

Sheamus vs. John Morrison

Jerry tells a story of a guy in high school that kept taking everyone’s
lunch money and picking on everyone he could but no one ever stood up to
him. Striker: “Was his name Judas? (HUH?)” Jerry: “Actually it was Jerry
Lawler.” Your lesson for the day kids: beat up other kids and treat them
like trash and you could be a multiple time world champion and get a job
on national TV every week and get into the WWE Hall of Fame. But you’d
rather be a STAR right?

Cole says Morrison described this match as a tank against a fighter jet.
Cole: “Of course Morrison the jet and Sheamus the tank.” What would we
ever do without Cole? I’m not sure, but I’m going to go look into it.
Anyway Morrison starts fast and dropkicks Sheamus to the floor followed
by a corkscrew dive to take the pale one out. Sheamus sends him into the
barricade and runs Morrison over with an ax handle.

Back in and we hit the chinlock as the fans aren’t all that into Sheamus
at all. A backbreaker gets two for Sheamus and it’s back to a chinlock
again, although this one has an armbar added in. Sheamus hits the ten
forearms to the chest from a seated position instead of in the ropes.
It’s always cool to see the evolution of a move like that. Sheamus puts
him on the top and pounds away again but Morrison slugs Sheamus down to
the mat. A cross body gets rolled through for two for Sheamus and John is
in trouble.

The Brogue Kick misses and Morrison enziguris him down. Morrison is all
fired up and hits some clotheslines for two but it’s hard to keep Sheamus



down. Irish Curse stops the momentum but it only gets two again. The High
Cross is countered into a Russian legsweep for two for Johnny. Sheamus
goes after the knee to stop Morrison again. This match really is as back
and forth as it sounds. No one has had an extended advantage for the most
part.

Sheamus puts the leg over his shoulder and pulls Morrison forward to the
mat in a cool looking move that I haven’t seen before. Half crab does
more damage for Sheamus but he slaps Morrison in the face a few times to
tick him off. John kicks him down but Starship Pain is broken up with
ease. The High Cross is countered again and the Brogue Kick misses,
allowing Morrison to hit the Flying Chuck and a running knee to the face
for the surprise pin.

Rating: B-. These two always have this freakish chemistry that really
doesn’t make a ton of sense but is always there. Morrison’s flying style
was a great counter to the power stuff from Sheamus, and as usual the
idea of power vs. speed works as well as anything else. Morrison would
never hit a level that they were hoping for him to, while Sheamus would
go on to win the world title at Wrestlemania in a few years. You never
know what’s going to happen in wrestling, which is why it’s funny.

Watch Big Show’s movie! No one else has.

R-Truth continues to meddle in Cena’s business and offers to interfere in
the main event tonight because you can only win by pin or submission. He
offers to attack Orton and Cena will be guilt free. Cena yells at him for
suggesting it.

Intercontinental Title: Kaval vs. Dolph Ziggler

Kaval is more famous as Low Ki and won NXT Season 2 to get any title shot
he wanted. In his first win, he beat Dolph on Smackdown and picked to
challenge for this title tonight. A quick elbow gets two so Dolph takes
over with a forearm in the corner. There’s the Hennig necksnap and a mini
AA for two for Dolph. A handspring elbow takes Dolph down and Kaval
pounds away in the corner until a Vickie distraction lets Dolph take him
down.



Kaval comes back with a handspring into a kick to the face in the corner
which looked pretty awesome. Kaval goes up with his back to the ring,
allowing Dolph to put on a sleeper on the top rope for some reason. Dolph
gets knocked back and Kaval misses a big flip dive, allowing Dolph to hit
the Fameasser for two. The sleeper goes on (on the mat this time) but
Kaval escapes and is launched to the top rope where he springs off and
hits a spin kick to the face in ANOTHER awesome looking move. Ziggler
misses a charge in the corner and gets rolled up for two before Ziggler
gets a rollup of his own with tights to retain.

Rating: C-. Kaval tried here but this crippled whatever he had as far as
momentum was going. He would be gone before the end of the year and I
can’t say I blame him. The match here was ok enough but the chemistry
didn’t click at all. Also, why would you pick a match for the IC Title
when you can pick whatever you want?

Jack Swagger doesn’t like the idea about being on Team Del Rio, because
it should be Team Swagger. Jack says some stuff about the Spanish being
spoken here because he doesn’t habla Espanol. Rhodes, who is still
Dashing at this point, comes up and makes fun of Swagger’s shoes. Del
Rio, who only mostly sucks at this point, says that he won a bet about
Swagger getting interrupted. This goes nowhere.

Team Del Rio vs. Team Mysterio

Alberto Del Rio, Tyler Reks, Drew McIntyre, Jack Swagger, Cody Rhodes

Rey Mysterio, Chris Masters, Big Show, MVP, Kofi Kingston

Team Mysterio is all in blue in a nice touch. The fans chant for MVP as
he’s the hometown boy. The captains start things off but there’s no
contact as Del Rio tags in Rhodes. We start talking about baseball
(Striker: “Rickey Henderson may be the greatest baseball player of all
time.” Cole and Lawler: “WHAT???”) as Rey hooks an O’Connor Roll for two
on Cody. Cody comes back with a Disaster Kick and stomps away in the
corner.

Here’s Del Rio again who gets caught in the corner and hit by a hard
running dropkick. Off to MVP who hits a dropkick and ducks an enziguri in



the corner. This was right around the time when he was getting good, but
he would be gone in less than three weeks. Here’s Kofi with some bouncing
offense but it’s quickly off to Masters. Lawler does his usual talk about
the Clowns vs. Kings back in 94 as Reks and McIntyre take turns beating
on Masters.

Drew’s middle rope jumps lands on a boot and Masters can tag in MVP. MVP
suplexes McIntyre down and hits the Ballin Elbow, only to fall victim to
the Ultimate Warrior/Rick Rude ending from Mania 5 (MVP suplexes Drew but
Alberto hooks MVP’s foot and Drew falls on top for a pin). Masters comes
back in again and hits a kind of Jackhammer for two. Del Rio avoids the
Masterlock and puts on the Armbreaker for the submission to make it 5-3.

Here’s Big Show as the stopper for his team and Del Rio bails, bringing
in Swagger. Swagger tries to wrestle him down and is immediately chopped
in the chest. A kind of chop block takes Show down and it’s back to Del
Rio. Show glares at him again and Alberto tags out to Drew, but before
Alberto gets out Show knocks him out cold. With McIntyre down, Show slams
Kofi down onto Drew for a two count. Apparently Alberto can’t continue
and is eliminated. Cody comes in to face Kingston and Rhodes snaps when
he gets hit in the face. He goes on a rant and heads to the floor to
check the mirror on the back of his jacket.

Rhodes heads back in and gets hit in the face again. Off to Show who
slaps Cody on the back and the KO punch makes it 3-3. It’s Kofi/Rey/Show
vs. Reks/Swagger/McIntyre and Reks immediately clotheslines Show down in
an impressive move. Swagger comes in to work on the leg and hooks the
ankle lock. After nearly tapping, Show crawls over to Rey for the saving
tag. Rey speeds things up but Jack kicks his head off for two.

Swagger drills Kofi on the apron before catching Rey’s 619 into the ankle
lock. Mysterio rolls through the hold and makes the hot tag to Kofi who
cleans house and hits the top rope cross body on Reks for two. Kofi
misses a charge in the corner and gets caught in the Tree of Woe. After
Kofi gets down, Reks charges into a double boot in the corner for the
fast elimination. Swagger comes in almost immediately and catches Trouble
in Paradise into the ankle lock to tie things back up. Kofi tapping is a
weird sight.



Back to Big Show who uses that large body of his to run Swagger over a
few times before Swagger has to lay down so Rey and Show can do the on
the shoulders splash. McIntyre breaks up the big splash though and Rey is
down. Rey gets placed on the top rope but headbutts Jack down to the mat.
The 619 sets up that splash off Show’s shoulders to make it 2-1. Future
Shock is countered and it’s a chokeslam from Show for the elimination.

Rating: B-. This was a fine Survivor Series match with both teams working
well together. I don’t get the point in having Del Rio eliminated that
early, but I guess it allows for Rey vs. Del Rio to happen later on. The
match wasn’t a classic but it worked well enough for what it was supposed
to be. Decent stuff here and the fans were happy with the ending.

Randy Orton talks about how he’s tired of hearing all of the talk about
Cena and Barrett, because tonight it’s either the RKO or the Punt to stop
Barrett.

Divas Title: Laycool vs. Natalya

I miss Laycool’s entrance, if nothing else for how they look in the
shorts. Laycool are the co champions here as both have belts in a story
that wasn’t that interesting in the first place. The champs have to tag
here and it’s Michelle to start. Natalya takes it to the mat early on and
Michelle actually takes over with the amateur stuff. Off to the hometown
heel in Layla who distracts the referee so Michelle can pull Nattie onto
the floor.

Back in and Natalya supelxes both chicks at once but her back is hurt in
the process. Michelle blasts her in said back on the floor, but Natalya
shoves Michelle over the barricade. They all brawl at ringside for a bit
before Natalya and Michelle head into the ring. McCool gets rammed into
Layla and the Sharpshooter gives Natalya the title.

Rating: D. Here’s this whole feud in a nutshell: Natalya beat up Layla,
then Natalya beat up Michelle, then Natalya beat up both of them at once.
This wasn’t much of a match but it’s the kind of breather that you have
to give the fans before you get to the big stuff later on. Laycool would
be around for a few more months, but once they split they fell off the
face of the planet all of a sudde.



Beth Phoenix returns to save Nattie from a double beatdown. This would
set up a Divas tables match next month.

We recap Kane vs. Edge. Kane beat Taker in the Cell (Today is November 6,
2012 and that match is the last time Smackdown main evented a PPV to
date) when Paul Bearer shocked no one and turned on Taker. Edge got this
shot by uh……tall. I think he just got the shot because he was on a hot
streak. Edge also kidnapped Bearer and tortured him and I don’t think has
returned him yet.

Smackdown World Title: Edge vs. Kane

Kane is defending here. Edge wheels out with an empty wheelchair to mess
with Kane a bit more. Kane tries a quick chokeslam but Edge punches out
of it. Kane sends him to the floor and Edge wheels the chair around a bit
more to make Kane mad. A baseball slide sends Kane into the barricade
before we head back inside where the Canadian takes out the Spaniard’s
leg. He wraps the leg around the post and lays on it for a bit to make
sure we don’t get excited.

Kane gets in an uppercut to take over and slugs away slowly. The Big Bald
chokes away and yells about Bearer a bit as the fans aren’t really
thrilled by this stuff. Granted I question how many fans know Smackdown
exists still so it’s a fair problem to have. To really mix things up,
Kane puts on a cravate and yells even more. A low dropkick gets two for
the champion and it’s back to the trusty cravate. Edge finally gets up
and hits a cross body off the top for two.

Kane slugs him down but Edge dropkicks him out of the air on the top rope
clothesline attempt. A side slam gets two for Kane and he goes up again.
Edge makes the stop but gets crotched and clotheslined down for two.
Something resembling a DDT puts Kane down but Edge’s spear hits boot.
There’s the chokeslam for two so Kane tries the Tombstone. Edge slips
down the back and spears Kane down for the pin and no title, because all
four shoulders were down and it’s a draw. Yep, that’s really what they
did.

Rating: F+. The ending until the cover wasn’t bad, but other than that
this was dull, slow and horrible. These two just did not work well



together at all, so of course they had another title match on PPV.
Horrible match here as Kane just stood around and held Edge by the neck
for LONG stretches of time. Kane would accidentally kill Paul Bearer soon
after this. Don’t ask.

Kane beats up Edge post match. Edge comes back and puts Kane in the
wheelchair and sends him through part of the barricade.

Barrett tells Cena if he doesn’t help him tonight, Cena is gone.
Apparently Nexus started in this building. Cena says he knows what he’s
going to do.

Tag Titles: Nexus vs. Vladimir Kozlov/Santino Marella

Slater and Gabriel are the champions here and have
Harris/McGillicutty/Otunga with them. Santino and Slater start things off
and Marella gets to use some of the martial arts that Kozlov has been
teaching him. Off to Gabriel and Kozlov who tags himself in. Remember
that two years ago, Kozlov was in the world title match against HHH and
now he’s here. That’s quite the fall. Gabriel dives at Kozlov and gets
caught in a kind of spinebuster to give the challengers control.

Gabriel gets in a kick to take Koz down and Slater drops a knee for two.
Back to Justin for a cravate and then a front facelock. Kozlov is about
to get to Santino when Slater draws Cobra Man in. That’s some good old
school tag stuff there and it’s awesome. Slater hooks a front facelock of
his own but it’s a hot tag to Santino. He hits all of his usual stuff and
loads up the Cobra, but the other members of Nexus distract him (not that
hard really) and Slater hits the sleeper drop for the pin to retain.

Rating: D+. Nothing to see here that wouldn’t be on Raw on any given
week. The tag titles were absolutely nothing at this point but then again
that could go for any show for a good six year stretch or so. It makes
the current tag team resurgence look more impressive as they took it from
nowhere to something decent, which is a big deal. The match here was fine
but it was another breather for the fans.

Post match the challengers get beaten down again and the Anonymous Raw GM
says if Nexus interferes in the world title match, they’re suspended



indefinitely.

We recap Orton vs. Barrett. Barrett got the title shot I believe through
winning NXT and got Cena to join Nexus through winning at HIAC. Cena
hates it and somehow he gets to be the guest referee tonight. If he
screws Orton over, he won’t be able to live with himself, but if he
doesn’t screw Orton over, Barrett will fire him. This gets the music
video treatment of course.

Raw World Title: Wade Barrett vs. Randy Orton

Oh and you can only win by pin or submission. Feeling out process to
start with Orton grabbing a headlock. A shoulder puts Barrett down and
Orton fires away elbows and uppercuts in the corner. Cena finally does
something and it’s correct procedure, but the fans boo because it’s
against Orton. He goes the same thing to Barrett and Orton hits a
dropkick to take over.

We head to the floor where Barrett hits a kick to the ribs to take over.
Orton gets sent into the steps and punched down back in the ring. Barrett
covers and gets a fair one count. We hit the chinlock for a good while
until Orton fights back with his usual comeback stuff. The backbreaker
gets two and Orton glares at Cena. Barrett gets in an uppercut and hits a
top rope elbow for two.

Barrett hits his pumphandle slam for two and now Barrett glares at Cena
too. This is pretty dull stuff so far. Wasteland is countered and there’s
a Boss Man Slam (called a Black Hole Slam by Striker) for another close
two. The fans do the usual pro/anti Cena chants as Orton hits the
Elevated DDT. Barrett gets in a knee to the head and Wasteland hits, but
Orton grabs the rope at two. I do love how the idea that Barrett could
just win the title on his own is a completely non-factor. Barrett shoves
Cena so Cena shoves him back, right into the RKO and the clean pin to
fire Cena. Striker: “Cena’s free!” Cole: “Cena’s fired.” Striker: “Oh.”

Rating: D. This barely worked as the focus was entirely on Cena and the
match was really dull for the most part. It was someone hitting a move
that would be lucky to get two and then glaring at Cena when they didn’t
get a pin off of it. Cena was “fired” as a result, but would of course be



back on PPV the next month. I don’t think he ever missed a Raw. I like
the moment with him counting the pin because that’s him being himself
which is the essence of Cena’s character, but the match sucked.

Cena has no idea what to do post match. Nexus runs in and gets beaten
down by the Super Best Friends. Cena hands Orton the title to end the
show.

Overall Rating: D+. The main events sucked but the first half or so of
this was fine. The problem with the main event here is the same problem
that brought down the whole Nexus angle: Barrett never won the title.
Without that, Nexus and Barrett in particular weren’t really big threats
but rather guys that annoyed Cena for a few months until he beat them
all. Besides, the next night Miz cashed in and won the title after Cena
cost Barrett another title shot. This show isn’t really worth seeing but
it’s not horrible.

Ratings Comparison

Daniel Bryan vs. Ted DiBiase

Original: B

Redo: C+

John Morrison vs. Sheamus

Original: B

Redo: B-

Dolph Ziggler vs. Kaval

Original: B-

Redo: C-

Team Mysterio vs. Team Del Rio

Original: B-

Redo: B-



Natalya vs. Laycool

Original: D+

Redo: D

Kane vs. Edge

Original: D

Redo: F+

Nexus vs. Santino Marella/Vladimir Kozlov

Original: D

Redo: D+

Randy Orton vs. Wade Barrett

Original: D+

Redo: D

Overall Rating

Original: B

Redo: D+

I liked this one WAY better on first viewing. Then again I didn’t know
what was coming for Nexus back then.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/19/history-of-survivor-series-count
-up-2010-when-did-orton-and-barrett-get-good/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews
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Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Monday Nitro – June 29, 1998:
The Show Before The Big Show
Monday  Nitro #143
Date: June 29, 1998
Location: Ice Palace, Tampa, Florida
Attendance: 10,900
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Mike Tenay, Bobby Heenan, Larry Zbyszko

We’re 13 days away from Bash at the Beach and of course the major story
tonight is the NBA tag match. Tonight also marks the first appearance of
Karl Malone on the show, meaning Tony will constantly tell us how nothing
has ever been bigger in the history of our sport. The hype wound up
working due to how successful the PPV was but man alive it’s not easy to
sit through week in and week out. Let’s get to it.

The Nitro Girls get us going. Not a bad way to start.

The announcers intro the show and Larry can’t pronounce anticipation.

Gene brings out Kevin Greene for an opening chat. Greene doesn’t remember
Hennig’s name but he does remember Goldberg, who he calls the best
wrestler in the last 30 years. He plugs the tag match at the PPV and
leaves. This was maybe 45 seconds long.
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Kanyon vs. Horace

Kanyon starts fast with a Moss Covered Three Handled Family Credenza
(starts like a fisherman’s suplex but into a swinging neckbreaker instead
of a suplex) for two before stomping Horace down into the corner. A Lodi
distraction lets Horace clothesline Kanyon to the floor though and Horace
follows up with a suicide dive. Not a bad one either.

Kanyon is whipped into the stop sign against the barricade which is legal
because all of the Flock’s matches are under Raven’s Rules. Or the
referee is a dolt. Back inside and Horace superplexes Kanyon down for two
but gets caught in a swinging neckbreaker. Kanyon comes back with a
fireman’s carry into a pancake for no cover as Kanyon has to go after
Lodi. Horace gets two off a big boot but walks into the Flatliner for the
pin.

Rating: C-. Decent little match here as Kanyon continues to look great in
the ring almost every time. Horace is a better power guy than he’s given
credit for, but that’s what you have to expect when the guy is Hulk’s
nephew. The Kanyon vs. Raven blowoff match should be solid once we
finally get there.

Post match the Flock hits the ring but Kanyon holds them off. Raven
himself finally comes in and the distraction lets the Flock take Kanyon
down. Raven says Kanyon standing alone is usually honorable but today
it’s foolish. The Evenflow lays Kanyon out.

A semi-truck is on the way but not even in Florida yet according to Tony.

Opening sequence, nearly 20 minutes into the show.

The announcers talk about the tag match again.

We get the phone call from Thunder from Page saying he and Malone are



driving a big rig from Salt Lake City to Nitro with a surprise inside.
The surprise: a bunch of chairs. Seriously, he said there was a surprise
inside then said there’s nothing but chairs inside. I’m guessing that’s
another slip of the tongue.

Back to the helicopter shot of the truck with Tony saying it’s been in
Florida all day, contradicting what he said five minutes ago. He’s
getting better if nothing else.

The Black and White is arming itself with various metal weapons such as
crowbars and chains.

More fans think Page and Malone are going to win.

Here’s Stevie Ray who has demanded TV time tonight. He’s got a problem
with that pipsqueak Chris Benoit and that ex-football player Steve
McMichael. Everybody knows he could beat both of them one on one but
Booker T wants a tag match. Stevie won’t say where Booker is right now
but he’ll be here later for a tag match if the challenge is accepted.

Little Dragon vs. Eddie Guerrero

Dragon is another guy from Dragon Gate who is better known as Dragon Kid.
This is his only WCW appearance, meaning the fans aren’t exactly thrilled
with him. Eddie quickly takes him down by the arm but Dragon flips out
and hits a handspring elbow in the corner. A tilt-a-whirl backbreaker
puts Dragon down again and Eddie hits the slingshot hilo to his back.

The fans chant for Chavo so Eddie hits a brainbuster. He looks all over
the place for Chavo before going up for the frog splash. Here’s Chavo
riding a hobby horse named Pepe and telling Eddie (“Little Trooper”) to
keep going. Eddie tries to steal the horse and the distraction lets
Dragon roll Eddie up for the pin.



Rating: D+. The match wasn’t bad but was more for the story than the
match itself. Chavo is completely insane by this point and the character
is getting over as a result. Imagine that: a veteran doing a story with a
younger guy and the younger guy getting over. Also notice that Eddie
hasn’t lost any of his heat at all and is getting better reactions from
the crowd. Why is this such a hard concept to grasp?

Chris Jericho offers Ultimo Dragon a title shot on Thunder if Dragon
takes Malenko out tonight.

More Nitro Girls.

Nitro Party winner.

Sumo Fuji/Judo Suwa vs. Giant

Rude and Hennig are here with Giant and Rude’s beard is getting out of
control. Wade Boggs is here and Larry is furious for him shaking hands
with the NWO. Neither Japanese guy comes up past Giant’s chest. Giant
kicks Judo in the face and a double chokeslam ends this in less than 45
seconds.

The NWO clears the Dragon Gate guys out of the ring and says if Kevin
Greene wants some right now, come get it. Greene comes to the aisle on
his own with Hennig talking a lot of trash about the “non-athlete”.
Goldberg shows up behind Greene and the good guys clear the ring. The
Goldberg chant comes on, despite the crowd shots showing no one actually
chanting.

More fans think Page and Malone will win.

Here are Hogan and Bischoff with something to say. Hogan sings (meaning
recites) his theme song’s lyrics on the way to the ring. Tony describes
Hogan as magnificent, which doesn’t sound like something you say about



your hated rival. Eric says Hogan used to want to be a truck mechanic so
he can help if Malone and Page break down. Hogan talks about beating up
truck drivers in Tampa years ago and promises to make Karl Malone famous
tonight.

Hanging out with a loser like Page isn’t going to help Malone’s legacy
and neither will Hogan turning the truck over on Malone’s back. Malone
will end up shining Hollywood’s shoes because Karl couldn’t lace the
black Jesus’ shoes on the basketball course. Tonight Hogan will take care
of Malone by himself. Somehow this took seven minutes.

The truck is on the way, complete with a police escort. Also it’s
apparently gone from full daylight to pitch black in about 20 minutes.

Hour #2 begins.

Sting/Lex Luger vs. Jim Neidhart/British Bulldog

Non-title match. Luger is teaming with Sting again, making me wonder why
Nash was given the title in the first place. Neidhart and Luger get us
going by trading shoulder blocks until Luger clotheslines him out to the
floor. Back in and it’s off to Sting and Bulldog which pleases the fans
quite a bit. Sting grabs a headlock and sends Bulldog to the floor for a
breather.

Bulldog comes back in and wants to face his former Allied Powers
teammate. They pose at each other until it’s off to Anvil for even more
posing. Larry: “Is he flexing his beard?” Sting comes in and runs
Neidhart around the ring before it’s back to Luger who is taken into the
corner. Luger gets double teamed for a few seconds before coming back
with a double clothesline to put both Neidhart and Luger down. Hot tag to
Sting who cleans house and finishes Bulldog with the Death Drop.

Rating: D-. This was HORRIBLE with both teams taking as much time as they



could doing as little as they could. Neidhart and Bulldog just weren’t
working in WCW and I think everyone knew it. They really don’t have
characters outside of being Bret’s relatives which doesn’t work when
they’re not allowed to associate with him. It didn’t help that Bulldog
was a shell of himself at this point and Anvil never was much of note
without Bret.

More fans, same opinions.

Saturn vs. Reese

The monster pounds Saturn in the chest to start but Saturn superkicks
Reese down to his knees. Reese grabs Saturn and gorilla presses him from
one knee in an impressive power display. Some knees in the corner have
Saturn in trouble but he kicks Reese in the knee and takes him down. A
missile dropkick drops Reese before the Death Valley Driver is good for
the pin. We can add Saturn to the list of guys that WCW amazingly managed
to screw up.

The Flock immediately comes in and swarms Saturn. Raven says it’s time
Saturn starts taking responsibility for his life. He talks about giving
Saturn everything but Saturn never gave anything back. An Evenflow lays
Saturn out just like it did Kanyon earlier.

We recap the NWO beating down Greene las tweek until Goldberg made the
save.

The motorcade continues.

More Nitro Girls.

El Vampiro vs. Brad Armstrong

Vampiro looks much different without his facepaint. Feeling out process



to start with Armstrong taking him into the corner but Vampiro lands on
his feet off a monkey flip. A clothesline puts Vampiro down but he comes
back with a nice spinning kick to the jaw. Vampiro scores again with a
spinwheel kick to the face and the Nail in the Coffin (Michinoku Driver)
for the pin. Just a squash even though Vampiro wouldn’t be back until
next March.

Promo for the tag match at Bash at the Beach.

The NWO Late Night band is warming up. Oh this isn’t going to go well.

Tokyo Magnum/Shiima Nobunaga vs. Disco Inferno/Alex Wright

Nobunaga is more famous as Cima. Toyky starts dancing between Wright and
Disco and takes his clothes off at the same time. Disco and Wright aren’t
into the stripping stuff and pounds Tokyo out to the floor. Nobunaga
starts with Alex and we get a rather nice wrestling sequence with
Nobunaga taking over via a flying mare and a dropkick. Wright runs him
over and tags in Disco who is sent chest first into the buckle and
drokicked in the back.

Off to Magnum who walks into an atomic drop and it’s off to Wright for a
spinwheel kick. Alex tries a slingshot splash but lands on knees to put
him down. Back to Nobunaga for a springboard Swanton Bomb before it’s
back to Tokyo to stomp away in the corner. Tokyo tries something out of
the corner but slips down on the first try. A top rope hurricanrana
brings Disco down but Wright comes in sans tag with a missile dropkick.
Tokyo is knocked into the corner and it’s off to Nobunaga who gets caught
by a neckbreaker from Alex for the pin.

Rating: C+. This was a much better match than I was expecting with
Nobunaga shining better than anyone else. Tokyo, who is mostly remembered
in WCW as a comedy jobber, looked much better than I was expecting out
there. Wright and Disco weren’t bad either, making for a nice though
short match.



Disco and Alex argue over which music should play post match.

Tenay interviews fans about the tag match. Guess who they pick to win.

Ultimo Dragon vs. Dean Malenko

Fast start with Dragon cranking on the arm and taking Dean down with a
flying mare. Malenko jumps over a leg sweep and avoids a kick before both
guys try dropkicks to give us a standoff. Dragon grabs the arm to take
over before shifting over the knee instead. We get the headstand out of
the corner but Dean catches him coming out of the corner in a nasty
looking release German suplex.

The rapid fire kicks have Dean in trouble but he rolls out of the Dragon
Sleeper. Dragon takes him into the corner for the top rope hurricanrana
but gets caught in the super gutbuster instead. This brings out Jericho
to say this is where Dean’s father is buried. Dean lets go of the
Cloverleaf to chase Jericho to the back for a countout.

Rating: C. The match was good while it lasted but just like the Eddie
match it wound up being about storytelling instead of the match. That’s
fine a lot of the time, but at some point there has to be a payoff for
Dean. Yeah he won the title at Slamboree but it was taken away just a few
weeks later. That kind of cheapens the win and a boost for Dean wouldn’t
hurt.

Hour #3 begins.

We get a clip from Thunder of Arn Anderson saying the Horsemen are over.

Chris Benoit/Steve McMichael vs. Harlem Heat

Benoit and Booker get us going which is the best idea for everyone.
Stevie comes in before there’s any contact though and gets stomped down



into the corner with ease. A clothesline out of the same corner takes
Benoit down and it’s off to Booker who gets caught in a dragon screw leg
whip. Tag brings in Mongo to pound on Booker with his generic power
offense until he charges into a boot in the corner.

Back to Stevie for his own generic power offense as the crowd audibly
dies. Booker comes back in for a spinebuster for two but Benoit has had
enough. Everything breaks down without any tags and here’s Bret Hart with
a chair to blast Booker in the back, giving Mongo (who didn’t see Bret) a
pin.

Rating: D+. Simple explanation for this: Booker and Benoit good, Stevie
and Mongo bad. That’s as basic as you can get here and the fans seemed to
feel the same. I’m not even sure why Stevie doesn’t like Benoit in the
first place. Is it just because Benoit offered to help Booker whenever he
needed it? That’s why we’ve in the third week of feuding?

Dean catches up with Jericho in the locker room and pounds on him until
Ultimo Dragon tries to break it up. Malenko beats on him for a bit,
allowing Jericho to escape.

The longest motorcade route in history continues.

It’s time for the Eric Bischoff Show. This is going to suck isn’t it?
Eric (Bandleader: “One heck of a real swell guy!”) and Liz come out to a
talk show set that is nearly identical to the Tonight Show. The
bandleader says this is like the Barney and the motorcycle episode of
Andy Griffith or the first time there were transgender truck drivers
beating each other up on Jerry Springer.

The bandleader goes on a long rant about hot sauce on barbecue pork rinds
in a trailer. I think this is supposed to be funny but the speech made me
lose focus. The guest tonight is Scott Steiner who says his usual promo
before talking about the tag match. He runs down Malone for his Rogaine
commercials and says calling Malone the Mailman is fraud since he never



delivers. Steiner says he’s got a co-star in his Hollywood project and
promises to have him here next week. This was so far beyond stupid that
it needs to study to get to dumb.

Booker comes out and says that he doesn’t always agree with Stevie Ray
but that’s another story for another time. This is the second time that
Bret Hart has come out here and hit him in the back of the head with a
chair and Booker wants to know why. Stevie comes out and wants to know
why Booker is challenging Bret, even though he didn’t do that yet. Booker
does challenge Hart and here’s Bret, who says if there’s a challenge,
just go ahead and “ax” him. The challenge is accepted but Booker better
not cry when he loses. The match is on for the PPV but Stevie wanted
Booker to jump Bret right there.

Hogan and Bischoff want Malone and Page here now. Hollywood has an idea
though.

More Nitro Girls with the hometown girl Whisper getting a rare solo.

US Title: Glacier vs. Goldberg

Buffer does the big intro for what might last two minutes. For some
reason Heenan thinks Glacier’s music is Goldberg’s. The champ’s entrance
takes over two and a half minutes. Page and Malone are officially pulling
up to the arena. Actually scratch that as they’re still a few blocks
away. Goldberg tries his leg lock but Glacier comes back with kicks to
the face. The champion completely no sells them and hits a kind of
powerbomb. The spear and Jackhammer retain the belt. Typical Goldberg
here.

The announcers talk about the motorcade again.

Here are Hogan and Bischoff for the big closing segment. Hogan says he
hoped to take care of this really quickly but Malone and Page are clearly



scared. The motorcade is finally arriving with a few minutes to go in the
show. Hogan keeps calling them losers but doesn’t seem to know they’re
here. Hogan: “At Bash at the Beach, I don’t even want you to tune in.”
Nice promotion there dude.

The rest of the Black and White are shown in the parking lot as Malone
and Page arrive. Both guys come inside while Hogan and Bischoff talk
trash. Page and Malone come in another door and bypass the NWO entirely,
allowing them to sneak up on Hogan and Bischoff, chairs in hand. Hogan
and Bischoff see them in the ring with Bischoff being thrown to the
floor. Malone says bring it and we get an over minute long standoff. They
lock up with Malone slamming Hogan down and clotheslining him a few
times.

The rest of the NWO comes out with weapons in hand but Page has….a
microphone. He says Hogan got slammed dunked, punk. Page gets all witty
and calls Dennis Rodman Denise before challenging him for next week.
Malone says size does matter at Bash at the Beach. I’d like to remind you
that there are about five NWO guys with crowbars and chains just standing
in the aisle while Page and Malone talk. They do the Diamond Cutter sign
to end the show. I’ll give Malone this: he looked like he was having a
blast out there.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a very different show but in a good way.
First and foremost, while the basketball tag match was hyped a lot
tonight, they toned it WAY down from last week. Last time they talked
about the match every ten seconds or so, whereas this time was only every
few minutes and for much shorter stretches of time. On top of that, there
were some solid matches to go with the focus on storytelling. Tonight was
mainly about building up the PPV and that’s something we had been needing
for a good while. Nice show this week, even though things are going to be
turned upside down soon.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new



book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:


