
Smackdown  –  November  24,
2023: Leftovers
Smackdown
Date: November 24, 2023
Location: Allstate Arena, Rosemont, Illinois
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves, Kevin Patrick

It’s the last show before Survivor Series and as usual that
means the best thing WWE can do here is not screw anything up.
Becky Lynch is the last member of Team Not Damage CTRL but her
issues with Charlotte could create a problem. Other than that,
the Street Profits get a Tag Team Title shot so let’s get to
it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We  open  with  a  long  recap  of  Becky  Lynch  joining  the
opposition  to  Damage  CTRL  last  week.

Here are Lynch, Charlotte, Shotzi and Bianca Belair for a
chat. Lynch steps around the idea that she is teaming with
Charlotte  and  is  rather  excited  about  getting  in  a  cage.
Belair is ready to make it violent against Damage CTRL and
Shotzi is WAY too excited about the violence. Charlotte: “Yeah
what  Shotzi  said.”  Cue  Bayley,  who  brings  up  Becky  and
Charlotte’s  issues  and  points  out  that  Becky  was  a  last
resort. Becky wants a fight so let’s do the tag match main
event tonight. Bayley is in, with a partner to be named.

We look at the announcement (or close enough to one) of the
return of Randy Orton on Raw. At least Orton is shown in this
package.

Damage CTRL picks Bayley and Asuka for the main event.

Tag Team Titles: Judgment Day vs. Street Profits
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Judgment Day, with Rhea Ripley, is defending. Priest knocks
Dawkins down to start but Ford comes in with a dropkick to
take over. A clothesline puts Priest on the floor and Ford
dives onto Balor. That’s fine with Priest, who throws Ford
over the announcers’ table as we take a break.

Back with Priest missing a charge into the corner and the
diving tag bringing in Dawkins to clean house. A Doomsday
Blockbuster gives Ford two but Balor grabs a Sling Blade. The
Revelation doesn’t quite connect perfectly for two on Priest
but Ripley breaks up the frog splash. Something close to a Bro
Derek into the Coup de Grace retains the titles at 9:48.

Rating: B-. I was thinking there was a chance of a title
change here to get the belts away from the stable before
WarGames  but  instead  they  mostly  played  it  straight.  The
Profits losing again is a bit weird but it might lead to more
angry Bobby Lashley. On the other hand, Judgment Day has some
momentum heading into the pay per view and that is a smart way
to go about things.

Becky Lynch and Charlotte aren’t seeing eye to eye but Bianca
Belair plays peacemaker.

Video on Dragon Lee, the future of lucha libre.

Here is Grayson Waller for the Grayson Waller Effect. He gets
to the point by bringing out his guest Kevin Owens, which is
Austin Theory in a costume. Cue the real Kevin Owens to say he
is unsuspended and has never looked better. Waller says Owens
cost him a match against LA Knight. Cue Knight to say he was
going to let them talk, but then his name was brought up. That
made him come out here and violence ensues with a tag match
feeling likely.

Video on Cody Rhodes helping LA Knight against Judgment Day
last week.

Austin Theory/Grayson Waller vs. Kevin Owens/LA Knight



We’re joined in progress with Owens running Waller over and
handing it off to Knight to do it again. Theory is taken
outside for some rams into the announcers’ table but Waller
gets in a clothesline. We take a break and come back with
Knight still in trouble on the floor. That’s broken up and the
diving tag brings in Owens to clean house. The Swanton gets
two on Waller but it’s too early for the Stunner.

The  rolling  dropkick  hits  Owens  but  Knight  distracts  the
referee.  A  rolling  Blockbuster  gets  two  on  Owens  and  a
backbreaker  keeps  him  down.  Waller  takes  too  much  time
following up though and Owens is able to get over to Knight
for  the  needed  tag.  Everything  breaks  down  and  Knight
powerslams Theory into the LA Elbow with Waller making the
save. Back up and the BFT finishes Theory at 12:34.

Rating: C+. This was the latest step in rehabbing Knight after
his loss to Roman Reigns at Crown Jewel and the process seems
to  be  mostly  complete.  Knight  has  won  on  the  last  three
Smackdowns and should be in for something big after Survivor
Series. It’s a little weird for him to not be on the show, but
at least he was in a big enough match the night before. That
should wrap up this feud, as Owens has dominated it since the
start and got another win here.

Bianca Belair talks to Becky Lynch and asks her to be on the
same page as the rest of her team for tomorrow night.

Here is Carlito for a chat but first we look at Santos Escobar
turning on the LWO and Rey Mysterio in particular. Back in the
arena,  Carlito  rants  against  Escobar  in  Spanish  and  says
turning on Mysterio was a mistake. Cue Escobar to argue over
who was the REAL member of the LWO. The fight is on until
referees break it up, only to have Escobar get in a cheap shot
to leave Carlito laying with a bad shoulder.

Post break Escobar jumps Carlito again but Dragon Lee makes
the save.



Pretty Deadly vs. Brawling Brutes

The Brutes have been having issues in recent weeks. Holland
cleans house to start but gets knocked into the corner where
Butch tags himself in. The stereo ten forearms to the chest
are broken up, with Holland not looking pleased. Holland walks
out, meaning it’s an assisted gutbuster for two on Butch. The
comeback is on and Butch kicks Prince in the face for two. The
Bitter End is broken up though and Wilson gets the rollup pin
at 3:30.

Rating: C. This wasn’t so much of a competitive match as much
as it was a way for Holland to walk out on Butch. The team has
been teasing a split for a good while now and it makes sense
to all but pull the trigger. I would assume that Sheamus is
going to be back soon because he either has to pull them
together or side with one of them, as he has always been the
focal point of the group.

Shotzi wants Charlotte to talk it out with Becky Lynch.

Nick Aldis says Carlito is hurt and his match with Santos
Escobar is postponed. Dragon Lee comes in to say he’ll take
Carlito’s place so Aldis signs off on the idea.

Judgment Day promises to win WarGames.

Bayley/Asuka vs. Becky Lynch/Charlotte

All  of  the  partners  are  here  too.  The  villains  are  sent
outside with Charlotte moonsaulting onto everyone less than a
minute in. Back from a break with Asuka working on Becky’s arm
until Becky fights up. The tag bring sin Charlotte to clean
house with a boot to the face into a slingshot rollup gets on
Bayley. Asuka breaks up the Figure Four with a Codebreaker,
followed by a middle rope elbow/reverse DDT combination.

Becky makes the save so Charlotte kicks her way to freedom for
the big tag. Everything breaks down and Becky hits a double



DDT for two. A missile dropkick into the Disarm-Her has Bayley
in trouble but Asuka makes the save. There’s the Manhandle
Slam to Bayley but Charlotte spears Asuka onto the cover for
the unintentional break. Becky yells at Charlotte so Bayley
rams them together and rolls Lynch up for the pin at 11:44.

Rating: B-. And that’s how you build more tension going into
the big match tomorrow. Becky and Charlotte have a long, long
history together and bringing up the short form version of it
here is a good idea. If nothing else, it would make them
getting along tomorrow feel all the more important as they
couldn’t even hold it together here. The heels get momentum
going into WarGames again, and that should spell well for them
tomorrow.

Becky yells at Charlotte some more and walks off to end the
show.

Overall Rating: B-. While the wrestling wasn’t entirely the
focus here, they did a very nice job of firming up some of the
Survivor Series card. The men’s WarGames match is the big
feature so giving the women some time made sense. The good
thing is Santos Escobar vs. Dragon Lee got some focus, along
with some things that have nothing to do with Survivor Series.
This show had a nice balance and it flowed by quickly so we’ll
call it a win.

Results
Judgment Day b. Street Profits – Coup de Grace to Ford
Kevin Owens/LA Knight b. Austin Theory/Grayson Waller – BFT to
Theory
Pretty Deadly b. Brawling Brutes – Rollup to Butch
Bayley/Asuka b. Becky Lynch/Charlotte – Rollup to Lynch

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Daily News Update – November
24, 2023
Make sure you check out some recent reviews:

Survivor Series 2016 (2017 Edition)

Survivor Series 2017 (2018 Edition)

Survivor Series 2018 (2019 Edition)

Survivor Series 2019 (2020 Edition)

Survivor Series 2020 (2021 Edition)

Dynamite – November 22, 2023

Survivor Series 2021 (2023 Edition)

Monday Night Raw – July 7, 2008

Impact Wrestling – November 23, 2023 (Thanksgiving Special)
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WATCH: WWE Legends Featured In New Merchandise Line (Including
Skateboards).

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-wwe-legends-featur
ed-new-merchandise-line-including-skateboards/

She’s Still Got It: Rhea Ripley On Rather Impressive Streak.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/shes-still-got-rhea-ripl
ey-rather-impressive-streak/

WATCH: Trailer Released For Rey Mysterio Animated Series.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-trailer-released-r
ey-mysterio-animated-series/

Still  Got  It:  Randy  Orton  Return  Announcement  Draws  Huge
Numbers For WWE.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/still-got-randy-orton-re
turn-announcement-draws-huge-numbers-wwe/

Run It? Jey Uso Calls Out Other Teams To Come To WWE, Says The
Usos Are The Best Team In The World.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/run-jey-uso-calls-teams-
come-wwe-says-usos-best-team-world/

Top Of The Charts: Pro Wrestling Illustrated Reveals Tag Team
100 List, Notable Team Absent From Top 10.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/top-charts-pro-wrestling
-illustrated-reveals-tag-team-100-list-notable-team-absent-
top-10/

WATCH: Popular Star Makes Return On AEW Dynamite.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-popular-star-makes
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-return-aew-dynamite/

No?  AEW  Makes  Confusing  Decision  Regarding  Upcoming  Ronda
Rousey Match.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/no-aew-makes-confusing-d
ecision-regarding-upcoming-ronda-rousey-match/

On The Mend: Injured AEW Star Reportedly Getting Close To
Return After Year Long Absence.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/mend-injured-aew-star-re
portedly-getting-close-return-year-long-absence/

WATCH: WWE Helps Donate 100k Meals To The Needy In Chicago For
Thanksgiving.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-wwe-helps-donate-1
00k-meals-needy-chicago-thanksgiving/

Getting Well: Update On Injured AEW Star’s Return After Seven
Months Away.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/getting-well-update-inju
red-aew-stars-return-seven-months-away/

WATCH: Ronda Rousey Makes Ring Of Honor In-Ring Debut, Teases
Huge Showdown.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-ronda-rousey-makes
-ring-honor-ring-debut-teases-huge-showdown/

Not His Style: Kurt Angle Reveals An Attitude Era Stable That
Didn’t Work For Him.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/not-style-kurt-angle-rev
eals-attitude-era-stable-didnt-work/

Not Yet: WWE Reportedly Changes Plans On Missing Superstar
Joining Stable.
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https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/not-yet-wwe-reportedly-c
hanges-plans-missing-superstar-joining-stable/

 

 

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page and follow us on Twitter
(featuring news stories written by ME).

Impact  Wrestling  –  November
23, 2023: Goofy Laziness
Impact Wrestling
Date: November 23, 2023
Hosts: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

This  is  another  special  show,  in  this  case  because  of
Thanksgiving. Impact has a history of looking back at some,
ahem, classic Thanksgiving moments of the years and that is
likely going to involve a bunch of Turkey Suit matches. There
are worse traditions out there and it’s just goofy fun. Let’s
get to it.

The hosts welcome us to the show and we are indeed looking at
great Thanksgiving moments over the years.

From 2008.

Sheik Abdul Bashir vs. Rhino vs. Alex Shelley

Bashir is X-Division Champion and helps Shelley for a double
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team on Rhino. That goes nowhere as Rhyno easily slugs both of
them away and scores with a belly to belly for two on Bashir.
Clipped to Rhino getting double teamed again but the others
keep  getting  in  an  argument  over  scoring  the  pin  (and  a
$25,000  prize).  Bashir  rolls  Shelley  up  for  two  but  gets
caught in a super atomic drop. Rhino uses the distraction to
Gore Shelley for the pin at 2:48 shown.

Post match, Mick Foley tells Shelley he has to put the suit on
but Shelley doesn’t want to. See, the women won’t be happy and
that  would  hurt  the  ratings.  That’s  cool  with  Foley,  but
Shelley is fired if he doesn’t do it. Shelley finally puts it
on and Foley makes gibblet jokes. Foley: “Is that a gizzard in
your pocket or are you just happy to see me?” The suit goes on
and more jokes are made. If this is the case, I can go with it
more than holding a regular show on Thanksgiving.

We do have some 2023 material as well.

Good  Hands/Champagne  Singh/Jai  Vidal  vs.  PCO/Johnny
Swinger/Jake  Something/Mike  Bailey

Gravy Train Turkey Trot, meaning whomever loses the fall has
to wear the turkey suit. Skyler shoulders Bailey down to start
before handing it off to Hotch, who gets kicked in the head
over and over. Swinger comes in but gets cheap shotted by
Skyler, who gets rolled up for a fast two. It’s off to Singh
to beat on Swinger as the villains keep tagging out to avoid
the threat of the turkey suit.

Something comes in so Vidal….maybe flirts with him, earning a
right hand to the face. Something cleans house and powerbombs
Vidal over the top onto a pile on the floor. The big Something
dive drops them again but the Good Hands and Singh manage to
knock PCO down. That lasts all of two seconds as it’s a
chokeslam into the PCOsault to finish Vidal at 5:14.

Rating: C. The match was nothing of note of course but this is
one of the few traditions that Impact has which does feel like



a fun idea. It’s completely goofy fun and they don’t present
it as anything else. Vidal can play a fine enough post match
goof and he got pinned by a monster like PCO. Nothing wrong
with this and it’s once a year.

Post match Vidal won’t do it so Gisele Shaw and Savannah Evans
force him to wear the suit for the sake of keeping the team
together.

From 2016.

Grado vs. Robbie E.

They slug it out to start with Grado getting the better of it
off the snap jabs. A double clothesline puts both guys down as
this is a little less funny than I was expecting. Robbie grabs
a rollup for the pin at 2:39.

Aiden O’Shea comes out to make Grado put on the suit and
dancing ensues.

From 2013.

Here are all of the winners of the matches tonight plus Velvet
who is with Sabin. Roode points this out and Sabin throws
Velvet out. Bobby asks everyone what they’re thankful for. Bad
Influence  is  thankful  for  their  intelligence  and  large
endowment. Kaz is thankful that Park isn’t here to drink the
gravy or fornicate with the pumpkin pie. Gail is thankful for
being the prettiest and most dominant Knockout in the history
of the company. Oh and her family too.

Sabin is thankful for his hair, being the best X-Division
Champion ever and Velvet Sky. The Bro Mans are thankful for
Mr. O Phil Heath, Zema Ion (officially part of the team) and
for being the best team ever. Bad Influence: “I’m not sure
about that.” Roode says the real Thanksgiving was last month
in Canada and the fans will be thankful when he becomes the
next champion.



It’s time to eat but here’s Angle to interrupt. He sees a ring
full of turkeys, which are fighting words for the people in
there. Roode challenges him to a fight which Angle accepts,
and here’s his backup. Fernum and Barnes are still in the
turkey suits. You can fill in the blanks yourself here: bad
guys are destroyed, food is everywhere, Spud panics, turkeys
fly. The good guys, Velvet and ODB celebrate to end the show.

From 2017.

Team Edwards vs. Team Adonis

Eddie Edwards, Garza Jr., Allie, Fallah Bahh, Richard Justice
Chris Adonis, Caleb Konley, Laurel Van Ness, KM, El Hijo Del
Fantasma

The loser of the fall wears a turkey suit and there’s food at
ringside, along with Eli Drake. We’re not ready yet though as
the teams sit down at the food tables as Drake insists that
everyone has to put on the suit if they lose. He has a
statement for JB to read, which pretty much just says everyone
play nice.

Justice sticks his finger in Konley’s mouth to start and gets
two off a rollup. Laurel comes in and jumps on Justice’s back
so it’s off to the women for a change. KM and Bahh are up next
with some shots to Bahh’s head taking us to a break. Back with
Bahh crossbodying KM and bringing in Garza….WHO TAKES OFF HIS
PANTS! I’m rather thankful.

Garza gets punched down though and it’s time for the heel
beatdown. Adonis comes in for two off a legdrop and it’s time
for a bearhug (on a guy with a bad shoulder). That goes
nowhere  and  the  hot  tag  brings  in  Eddie  to  clean  house.
Everything breaks down in a hurry and KM gets crushed between
Justice and Bahh.

We get the big crash to the floor and Justice falls off the
apron, only to be caught without much effort. Allie dives onto



everyone to break up the pile and everyone is down. Back in
and Adonis can’t grab the Adonis Lock, allowing Eddie to roll
him up for the pin at 16:04, meaning Adonis gets to wear the
suit.

Rating: C-. Oh what were you expecting here? This was all in
good fun and nothing more than a comedy match. The match was
just there for the sake of having a one off match for a
holiday special and as a result, it’s really hard to be harsh
on it. Adonis having to wear the suit is fine and it continues
a (rather goofy) tradition. It wasn’t anything good, but it’s
perfectly harmless.

Post break, Adonis refuses to wear the suit. Security actually
stops  him  as  the  referee  holds  up  the  suit  like  an
executioner’s  ax.  After  a  lot  of  persuading  and  a  GOBBLE
GOBBLE (One of us?) chant, Adonis finally puts it on and walks
around a bit. Adonis isn’t cool with the chants though and the
required food fight, with Adonis hitting Drake in the face
with a pie, ends the show. This was actually entertaining as
they just went with the simple comedy and it worked perfectly
well.

From 2007.

Samoa Joe vs. AJ Styles vs. Chris Sabin

This is the finals of the Turkey Bowl, with the winner getting
$25,000 and the loser wearing the turkey suit. Joe and Sabin
double team Styles to start and knock him to the floor. That
leaves Sabin to take Joe down but a kick misses, giving us a
staredown. Styles gets knocked to the floor again and we take
a break.

Back with Sabin charging into a hot shot but Joe comes back in
to punch Styles in the face. Styles breaks up the suicide
elbow to Sabin though, meaning Joe punches him in the face
some more. The drop down into a dropkick hits Joe and we take
a  break.  Back  again  with  Joe  countering  the  springboard



moonsault into an Air Raid Crash with Sabin having to make a
save.

We take another break and come back again with Sabin hitting a
springboard DDT to drop Joe. That earns Sabin a trip to the
floor but Styles Peles Joe. The charge into the corner only
hits kick to the face though, allowing Joe to hit the Muscle
Buster for the pin at 9:33 shown (of the nearly thirty minute
match).

Rating: B-. Well it seemed to be a good match, at least from
what we saw of the thing. Joe was on another planet at this
point and Styles was in his weird phase as Angle’s wacky goon,
but it isn’t like he was going to be awful in the ring. Throw
in a very talented Sabin and of course this was going to work,
even if we missed almost twenty minutes.

Post match we cut to a livid Kurt Angle (AJ’s boss), storming
out of his own Thanksgiving dinner. Back in the arena, AJ
won’t put the suit on so here is Jim Cornette to order him to
do it. After some coaxing, Styles (very slowly) puts the suit
on so Tomko and Kurt come out to yell. Samoa Joe and the
Outsiders come out to laugh at Angle and pals, meaning the
brawl is on. The bad guys are cleared out, with Eric Young
coming in to add a turkey leg to Angle to wrap things up. Then
Hall got fired and Joe was given a live mic at the pay per
view where he went on an all time rant against a lot of
people.

Overall Rating: D+. Normally I have a good time with this
show, as it’s the definition of goofy harmless fun. Then I
went to pull some of the matches from previous reviews and
realized that three out of the five matches on this show were
on last year’s show, including the exact same main event and
post match segment to end the show. They’ve been doing this
for over fifteen years and they had to recycle that much in a
year? Come on already and put in some more effort than that.



Results
PCO/Johnny  Swinger/Jake  Something/Mike  Bailey  b.  Good
Hands/Jai  Vidal/Champagne  Singh  –  PCOsault  to  Vidal

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Monday Night Raw – July 7,
2008: Hurry Up So They Can
Bash
Monday Night Raw
Date: July 7, 2008
Location: New Orleans Arena, New Orleans, Louisiana
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler

It’s probably not a good sign that I haven’t done one of these
in so long that I barely remember what is going on. The big
story is CM Punk cashing in Money In The Bank last week on
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Edge to win the World Heavyweight Championship, bringing a
World Title to Raw. We’re also on the way to the Bash and that
is going to need a card. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Punk winning the title and his first
title defense against JBL last week. JBL declaring martial law
is not exactly the most interesting idea, and John Cena/Cryme
Tyme seem to agree.

Stephanie McMahon asks everyone to pull together in Vince
McMahon’s absence.

Here is Vickie Guerrero in the ring to get things going. She
is  here  to  protest  CM  Punk  being  the  World  Heavyweight
Champion and is not leaving until the title is surrendered to
her. An apology is demanded and here is Punk to respond.
Vickie yells at him and says Edge is so close to falling apart
that he has called off their wedding! Punk says he probably
did them a favor and explains the Money In The Bank concept.
Maybe Vickie can find someone cute on Smackdown, like the
Great Khali! Vickie stands up and slaps him, so Punk wheels
her into the corner.

Cue JBL in his limo to interrupt and say Punk’s reign is
coming to an end. JBL challenges for the title, saying Vince
McMahon would give him the shot. Punk brings up that Vince
isn’t here, but John Cena certainly is. Cena mocks JBL for
blaming a variety of things on not being champion and doesn’t
really want to hear about it. Maybe Cena should listen to
Punk, who shakes Cena’s hand.

In reality, there is no one in charge around here, so we need
to figure out Punk’s next challenger. Cena thinks he and JBL
should have some kind of #1 contenders match, but here is
Batista who wants in as well. Batista says Punk deserves the
title after last week and also says hi to Vickie, who made him
miserable  on  Smackdown.  He  feels  sorry  for  her…but  nah,
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because he really can’t stand her.

As for the title, Punk cashed in after Batista took Edge out
but JBL cuts Batista off instead. Cena calms things down by
suggesting a triple threat #1 contenders match tonight. JBL
doesn’t like it so Cena says that means JBL is out entirely.
That  gets  JBL  in  the  triple  threat,  but  now  it’s  Kane
interrupting. He wants in too so Punk thinks we have a fatal
four way. And that’s finally it!

Rey Mysterio vs. Santino Marella

Rey sends him into the corner to start but a faceplant gives
Marella a breather. A camel clutch is broken up but Rey misses
a 619, only to knock Santino down without much effort. Rey
hits a jumping double stomp of all things and the 619 into the
top rope splash gives Rey the fast pin.

CM Punk is…interrupted when a light falls down. Anyway, he’ll
face anyone but Snitsky of all people comes in to say he wants
a fight. Works for Punk.

John Cena and Mickie James are talking about last night when
Kelly Kelly comes up to talk about their tag match. Cena is
amazed that Kelly got out of her ECW contract, but apparently
it didn’t exist.

Kelly Kelly/Mickie James vs. Jillian Hall/Layla

Jillian grabs Mickie’s arm to start and is quickly pulled into
a headlock. Kelly comes in with a sunset flip for two and a
hurricanrana gets the same. Layla gets in a cheap shot though
and Jillian rams Kelly’s face into the mat over and over. They
go to the corner and Kelly manages a victory roll for the fast
pin.

Rating: C. This was about all you could expect from this match
as Mickie was barely involved. It seems that Kelly might be
the next in line to get a push but she is going to need a lot



of work in the ring to really make that happen. She has to
start somewhere though and the whole gymnast thing can get her
at least a few steps forward.

Here is JBL’s limo…with JBL walking beside it. He can’t open
the doors….so here is John Cena, holding a crowbar, to pop out
instead.  Cena  says  Louisiana  has  strict  laws  involving
limousines  and  this  one  will  never  pass  inspection.
Fortunately for JBL, Cena knows two guys who can help get
parts quick. We hear about some of those limo laws, with Cryme
Tyme (carrying some large bats/pipes) helping to fix the limo
up a bit. One more thing though: it needs a custom paint job!
Spray painting ensues as a bonus. Cena: “Fine work by the
Cryme Tyme Body Shop. It is sure worth the drive.”

We look at the cash-in again.

CM Punk vs. Snitsky

Non-title.  Punk  strikes  away  to  start  but  dives  into  a
bearhug,  allowing  Snitsky  to  drive  him  into  the  corner.
Snitsky’s elbow gets two and the bearhug goes on again. More
strikes get Punk out of trouble again and the running knee in
the corner sets up a bulldog. The GTS gives Punk the pin.

Video on Shawn Michaels vs. Chris Jericho, with Michaels’ eye
being heavily damaged.

Here is Michaels to say he accepts Jericho’s challenge for the
Great American Bash. Cue Jericho with Lance Cade, with Jericho
saying he knew Michaels would accept. Michaels can’t help
himself  because  all  of  the  beatings  haven’t  taught  him
anything. Now Michaels is going to get beaten up again, even
though he’s just another legend fighting for one more chance.
Does Michaels want to be a martyr for all of these people? Are
they going to pay for him if he loses everything?

Like  every  other  martyr,  Michaels  is  going  to  be  swept
underneath the rug and forgotten. Michaels talks about how he



could leave wrestling today and be remembered forever. No
matter what he has done, the fans seem to keep giving him a
pass. Jericho doesn’t think that’s fair, but Michaels talks
about what Jericho has done in his career. In spite of all
that though, Jericho will never have peace because he will
never be Michaels. And there’s the core of the story and that
makes the story so much better.

Kofi Kingston vs. Charlie Haas

Non-title. Haas grabs a headlock to start but can’t get very
far as Kofi strikes away. A cravate with knees to the face
have Kingston down for two and we hit the chinlock. Kofi
fights up with some dropkicks into the Boom Drop and the
spinning kick to the face finishes Haas off in a hurry.

Rating: C. Not much to this one as they only had a few
minutes. It doesn’t help that Haas hasn’t meant anything in a
long time now so there was only so much drama about anything
happening. I’m sure Kingston will get an opponent worthy of a
title shot soon enough, but that isn’t Haas right now and they
didn’t treat him as anything else.

Post match Paul Burchill runs in and lays Kingston out.

Batista is walking….and a fan randomly runs in to do his pose
before running off again.

Batista vs. John Bradshaw Layfield vs. John Cena vs. Kane

For the World Title shot at the Great American Bash. The brawl
starts fast with JBL booting Cena down for an early two. All
four of them slug it out and we take an early break. Back with
Kane elbowing Cena in the face and ripping at said face in the
corner. Batista hits a spinebuster for two on JBL with Kane
making the save and planting Batista with a chokeslam. JBL
breaks up the FU to Kane and everyone is left down.

It’s Cena up first to clean house, including an FU to Batista



for two. We take another break and come back again with Kane
breaking up the Shuffle to JBL. Batista starts cleaning house
and kicks a downed Kane in the face. The Clothesline From JBL
hits Batista but Cena pulls JBL into the STFU. That’s broken
up so Cena and JBL double team Kane down. Everyone but Cena
fight to the floor, with Kane knocking JBL over the barricade.
Back in and Batista spears Kane for the fast pin and the title
shot.

Rating: B-. This wasn’t some kind of a classic or anything but
they kept things moving here and it made for an entertaining
match as a result. I had fun with this and giving Batista the
title shot is an interesting way to go. Punk vs. JBL isn’t
interesting, Cena would be an overwhelming favorite over Punk
and Kane doesn’t feel like a World Title challenger. That
leaves Batista as the just right choice and he got there in an
entertaining fight.

Post match Batista leaves so Kane can snap and beat up people
working at ringside. Kane yells at commentary and drags Cole
inside, telling Cole to ANSWER ME. Jerry Lawler chop blocks
Kane to save Cole but gets beaten up to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. They don’t have much time to get ready for
the Great American Bash at this point so moving rather quickly
like this is a good idea. The World Title match is now set and
Michaels vs. Jericho got a nice boost. This show felt like it
got some things done in the span of two hours and that is not
something you often see with Raw. Good enough show here, as
the Bash is coming together rather quickly.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Dynamite – November 22, 2023:
The Continental Breakfast
Dynamite
Date: November 22, 2023
Location: Wintrust Arena, Chicago, Illinois
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

We’re done with Full Gear and that means it is time to start
the Continental Classic. This is a round robin tournament that
will run until the end of the year with a new title (plus
seemingly two more though it’s a little unclear how it works)
going to the winner. Samoa Joe is also coming for MJF and the
World Title so let’s get to it.

Here is Full Gear if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

The graphics on the sides of the entrances are now Ric Flair
WOO Energy with a cartoon Flair. The drinks are also at the
announcers’ desk.

Here are the rules for the Continental Classic:
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20 minute time limit
3 points for a win
1 point for a draw
Everyone is banned from ringside

Continental Classic Gold League: Swerve Strickland vs. Jay
Lethal

Lethal shoulders him down to start but an anklescissors sends
Lethal to the floor. They strike it out on the apron, with
Lethal going after Swerve’s banged up arm. Swerve is knocked
to the floor for a suicide but Swerve is right back on the leg
back inside. They strike it out with shots to the leg and arm
until Lethal gets in a shoulder breaker as we take a break.

Back with Swerve catching him on top and hitting a Downward
Spiral for two. Lethal puts him right back down and drops a
top rope elbow for two. The basement dropkick is countered
into a stretch muffler to send Lethal bailing to the ropes.
That’s fine with Swerve, who hits the House Call into the
Swerve Stomp for the pin at 13:51.

Rating: B-. The action was good enough and the working on the
leg/arm worked well enough for a story. Swerve pretty much had
to win coming off the momentum he had in the Full Gear match
against Hangman Page, though it’s a bit much to take to have
him be this fine so soon after that kind of a fight. I’m not
sure why Swerve had to wrestle here, but they did the right
thing in their current situation.

Gold League Standings
Swerve Strickland – 3 points (4 matches remaining)
Jon Moxley – 0 points (5 matches remaining)
Rush – 0 points (5 matches remaining)
Mark Briscoe – 0 points (5 matches remaining)
Jay White – 0 points (5 matches remaining)
Jay Lethal – 0 points (4 matches remaining)

Orange Cassidy, Hook and Katsuyori SShibata are cut off from



making an announcement as Wheeler Yuta interrupts. Yuta is
sick of Shibata and wants the Pure Title back. Cassidy doesn’t
get to make his announcement.

Here are MJF (on a cane) and Adam Cole (on crutches) for a
chat. Cole has a seat in a chair as MJF talks about how the
Devil is here and no one is on his level. He brags about his
win over Jay White but sometimes he can be a bit too humble.
None of what he has done without his brochacho though so it’s
time for Storytime with Adam Cole. Uh, bay-bay.

Cole say she’s a long way off from being able to get back in
the ring but he wants to be here with MJF. He understands, and
threatens the person in the Devil mask. Cue said person on the
screen….and here is Samoa Joe. After mocking Cole, he wants
MJF to honor his deal of a title shot. MJF has thought about
this and says something that gets muted. Cole insists that MJF
is a man of his word and praises Joe.

Cole tells MJF to be a man of his word so MJF says Joe
wouldn’t be the first Ring of Honor legend he has beaten in
Chicago. Twice. The challenge is thrown out for right now but
Joe says nah. He knows better than to face MJF when he can
complain about his injury. Instead, we’ll do it at World’s End
in MJF’s hometown of Long Island.

The match is on, though MJF has to calm the crowd down after
praising Long Island a bit too much. Joe says MJF doesn’t have
to  worry  about  the  Devil  anymore  because  MJF  is  now  his
property. He wants the best MJF, so for now, he has MJF’s
back. That’s a nice little twist on a match we knew was
coming.

Hook/Orange Cassidy/Katsuyori Shibata vs. Angelo Parker/Matt
Menard/Jake Hager

Before  the  match,  Cassidy  gets  to  make  him  announcement:
Danhausen is back! Menard uses the distraction to jump Hook
from behind and gets thrown down for his efforts. Everything



breaks  down  and  a  backbreaker/running  knee  to  the  head
combination puts Hook down. Hager yells at the referee and we
take an early break.

Back with Hook suplexing his way out of trouble and handing it
off to Cassidy to pick up the pace. The Stundog Millionaire
cuts off Hager and Shibata comes in to forearm away. Shibata
chops  Hager  down  in  the  corner  and  nails  the  running
dropkick….and  Danhausen  has  Hager’s  hat.  Everything  breaks
down and Shibata/Hook grab a stereo sleeper/Redrum for the
double submission at 8:08.

Rating: C. This was only so competitive as the match was more
about getting Danhausen back in the fold. The fans are going
to be happy with just about anything he does and it was a
smart move to bring him back. At the same time, the double
submission worked well as one of the Ring Of Honor champions
is back. And later this week, he’ll be back on Ring Of Honor!

Adam Cole is glad to be back when Roderick Strong and the
Kingdom interrupt. Strong asks where Cole was on Friday, which
sends Cole into a rant about how they’re not best friends
anymore.

Here is Christian Cage, with Luchasaurus and Nick Wayne, for a
chat. Cage says things did not go their way at Full Gear but
Luchasaurus lost that match. They have both benefited from
their relationship with cage and it is time to rechristen
them. Luchasaurus takes the knee and is renamed….Killswitch.
Wayne takes the knee even faster but Cage tells him to get up
because he is special. Since Cage sees himself in Wayne, he is
now the Prodigy Nick Wayne.

Cue Wayne’s mom (Cage: “You are a terrible mother.”) but Cage
cuts her off and berates her. It’s a good thing Wayne’s father
is  already  dead  because  he  could  never  be  as  good  of  a
wrestler as Cage. He tells her to go get to her shift at
Denny’s….but Luchasaurus gets between them. Cage tells him to



get back on his knees. That doesn’t happen so Cage slaps
him….and shoves him into Wayne’s mom. Cage orders Wayne to
grab a chair but wants Luchasaurus to hit the Conchairto.
Hesitation ensues but here is Adam Copeland for the save.
Wayne is left alone for the spear and an Impaler, setting up a
Conchairto.

The former Jericho Appreciation Society is annoyed at their
loss but Anna Jay tells them to shut up. Angelo Parker says
he’s got her back tonight…but is getting a call from Ruby
Soho.

Continental Classic Gold League: Rush vs. Jay White

Rush easily powers him into the corner to start and then does
it again for a bonus. A takedown lets Rush stomp away and
there’s a basement dropkick to the back of the head. They head
outside where Rush drops him with a hard chop, followed by
some hard whips into the barricade.

Back in and they trade chops in the corner with Rush getting
the better of things (as he tends to do). White gets stomped
down in the corner, setting up the cocky kick to the face. We
take a break and come back with White suplexing him into the
corner for two. That’s too much selling for Rush though as
he’s back with rolling suplexes into a brainbuster for two.

White manages a brainbuster of his own for two more before
mocking the matador’s cape. They slug it out again until a
swinging Rock Bottom plants Rush for two more. Rush snaps off
a German suplex and suplexes him into the corner, only to have
the Bull’s Horns cut off. The Blade Runner is blocked as well
but the referee gets distracted. That lets White hit a low
blow into the Blade Runner for the pin at 13:56.

Rating: B. This is becoming more of Rush’s traditional match,
as he beats the fire out of someone for a good while before
getting to whatever they have for a finish. White was mostly
squashed here until managing to get in some offense of his



own. That being said, White did get the win (cheating aside),
which he needed after losing at Full Gear.

Gold League Standings
Swerve Strickland – 3 points (4 matches remaining)
Jay White – 3 points (4 matches remaining)
Jon Moxley – 0 points (5 matches remaining)
Mark Briscoe – 0 points (5 matches remaining)
Rush – 0 points (4 matches remaining)
Jay Lethal – 0 points (4 matches remaining)

We look at Ricky Starks and Big Bill retaining the Tag Team
Titles, plus Chris Jericho and Kenny Omega earning a title
shot, both at Full Gear. The teams got into it at the media
scrum and the champs jumped Jericho afterwards, damaging his
arm in the process.

Here is Toni Storm for her Women’s Title acceptance speech,
though  first  we  get  an  Oscar  winner  announcement  style
introduction. She didn’t have anything prepared but does pull
out a list of people to thank. That includes Anthony Khan, all
of those at Warner Discovery (including founder Jack Warner,
who died in 1978) and all of the little Toni Storms out there.

Skye Blue vs. Anna Jay vs. Ruby Soho

Angelo Parker, Matt Menard and Saraya are here too. They trade
rollups to start until Soho and Parker stop to stare at each
other a bit. Soho is sent outside, leaving Jay to kick Blue in
the face. Back in and Soho suplexes Blue, allowing Parker to
trip Blue up. Jay bends Blue around the post and we take a
break.

We come back with Jay planting them both with a Tower Of Doom
before they all head outside. Soho gets the better of things
but stops to look at Parker, allowing Blue to dive onto Soho
and Jay back inside. Jay gets sent outside where Menard offers
a distraction. Saraya breaks that up, leaving Blue to kick
Soho right into Parker’s arms (Soho doesn’t seem to mind).



That’s broken up as well and the distraction lets Blue hit a
TKO to pin Jay at 9:52.

Rating: C+. The action was good enough but this was all about
Parker  and  Soho  and  nothing  more.  They’re  having  that
forbidden  romance  deal  and  in  a  way  that’s  kind  of
interesting. I could go or it being someone other than Parker,
but Soho needs something to get her somewhere and maybe this
is it. Jay losing is a bit frustrating, though if AEW has to
start  pushing  Blue  again,  doing  it  in  her  hometown  makes
sense.

Wardlow is interrupted by AR Fox and drops him as a result.

Continental Classic Gold League: Mark Briscoe vs. Jon Moxley

They go to the slugout to start with Moxley taking him into
the corner for some chops. Briscoe manages to send him outside
for a running Blockbuster from the apron. Back in and the
Froggy  Bow  misses,  allowing  Moxley  to  knock  him  into  the
corner  again.  We  take  a  break  and  come  back  with  Moxley
working on an STF on the bloody Briscoe (commentary does in
fact make fun of the fact that Moxley isn’t bleeding for
once).

The comeback is on with Briscoe striking him down, setting up
a running shot in the corner for two. Moxley’s armbar sends
Briscoe  to  the  ropes  so  Moxley  grabs  the  Paradigm  Shift.
Briscoe pops back up and hits a dropkick before collapsing for
the double breather. The Death Valley Driver into the Froggy
Bow gives Briscoe two but Moxley is back with the Death Rider
for the same. Moxley wins a slugout and hits a Stomp into
another Death Rider for the pin at 11:23.

Rating: B. It’s against bigger names, but Briscoe continues to
lose now that he’s back in AEW. I’m not sure how wise that is
as he’s one of the most charismatic people they have but at
least it was to one of the company’s top stars. Moxley is
going to be a favorite to win the tournament, though I could



go for an explanation for why he’s getting the chance to win
three titles after losing to Orange Cassidy on Saturday when
Cassidy isn’t in the tournament.

Gold League Standings
Swerve Strickland – 3 points (4 matches remaining)
Jay White – 3 points (4 matches remaining)
Jon Moxley – 3 points (4 matches remaining)
Mark Briscoe – 0 points (4 matches remaining)
Rush – 0 points (4 matches remaining)
Jay Lethal – 0 points (4 matches remaining)

Respect is shown to end the show.

Of note: the Ring Of Honor Instagram account has announced
that Ronda Rousey will be wrestling on this week’s Ring Of
Honor. Unless it was mentioned in a quick throw away line, I
did not hear her name or any reference to her on this show.
Katsuyori Shibata’s Pure Title match on the same Ring Of Honor
was mentioned and Wheeler Yuta said he wanted the title. That
was mentioned, but not Rousey, who has been announced by the
official Ring Of Honor social media. That’s a very interesting
choice.

Overall Rating: B+. Well the focus was on the tournament here
and that stuff went very well. I’m not surprised by that part
as it is still fresh and new with some very talented wrestlers
involved, but it should be interesting to see how that goes a
few weeks from now when the new shine has worn off. The rest
of the show was rather good, with the six man tag being the
weakest point and even that was completely fine. This was a
wrestling based show and as usual, AEW knows how to make that
work.

Results
Swerve Strickland b. Jay Lethal – Swerve Stomp
Hook/Orange  Cassidy/Katsuyori  Shibata  b.  Angelo  Parker/Matt
Menard/Jake Hager – Double submissions



Jay White b. Rush – Blade Runner
Skye Blue b. Anna Jay and Ruby Soho – TKO to Jay
Jon Moxley b. Mark Briscoe – Death Rider

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:
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Daily News Update – November
22, 2023
Make sure you check out a recent review:

NXT – November 21, 2023

Not Today: Roman Reigns Not Advertised For Another WWE Premium
Live Event.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/not-today-roman-reigns-n
ot-advertised-another-wwe-premium-live-event/
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Again: John Cena Reveals He Has Undergone Another Surgery.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/john-cena-reveals-underg
one-another-surgery/

They’re In: Big Update On NWA Working With CW, Content Now
Available.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/theyre-big-update-nwa-wo
rking-cw-content-now-available/

He Has Ideas: Jey Uso Talks Upcoming Title Plans, Wants To
Face His Brother Jimmy.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/ideas-jey-uso-talks-upco
ming-title-plans-wants-face-brother-jimmy/

New  Blood:  WWE  Reportedly  Signs  28  Year  Old  Former  NWA
Champion.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/new-blood-wwe-reportedly
-signs-28-year-old-former-nwa-champion/

He’ll  Get  Noticed:  Braun  Strowman  Set  For  Special  WWE
Assignment  While  Recovering  From  Neck  Surgery.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/hell-get-noticed-braun-s
trowman-set-special-wwe-assignment-recovering-neck-surgery/

RK-No? Update On WWE’s Plans For Randy Orton And CM Punk At
Survivor Series.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/rk-no-update-wwes-plans-
randy-orton-cm-punk-survivor-series/

 

 

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
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about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page and follow us on Twitter
(featuring news stories written by ME).

NXT – November 21, 2023: Get
A Recap
NXT
Date: November 21, 2023
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Booker T.

The big story around here seems to be a still unspecified
scandal at Chase U, which played a role in the team losing the
Tag Team Titles last week. Other than that, we’re about two
and a half weeks away from Deadline and two sets of Iron
Survivor Challenge qualifying matches are still on the docket.
Two of them go down tonight so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

NXT Heritage Cup: Chad Gable vs. Noam Dar

Dar is defending and all of the expected friends are here too.
Round one begins with a feeling out process until Gable grabs
the wristlock. They go to the mat with Gable grinding away on
the arm before switching into a front facelock. A takedown
gives Gable two and the ankle lock goes on. Dar grabs the rope
and blocks a German suplex as the round ends.

Round two begins with Gable running him over and not liking
Dar slapping him in the face. An annoyed Gable chops away and
gets two off a release German suplex. An armbar over the ropes
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looks to set up rolling Chaos Theory but Oro Mensah gets in a
cheap shot. The Nova Roller gives Dar the pin at 2:22 of the
round and 5:57 overall.

Round three begins during a break and we come back with Gable
catching him on top. A top rope superplex gives Gable two as
the round ends. Round four begins with a strike off until
Gable takes him down. A top rope headbutt (and a long one at
that) gives Gable two but Dar kicks him down on the apron.
Back in and a spinning elbow gives Dar two but he can’t get
anywhere with a rear naked choke. They slug it out from their
knees until the round ends.

Round five begins with Gable hitting a rolling Liger kick to
the head, followed by rolling Chaos Theory to tie it up at 17
seconds  of  the  round  and  14:51.  Round  six  (final  round)
begins…after a cheap shot from Dar between the rounds so Dar
can hit a running elbow in the corner at the bell. Dar slugs
away but the Nova Roller is countered into an ankle lock.
That’s reversed into a rollup with tights for two so Gable is
back with a DDT for two of his own. The ankle lock, with
grapevine, goes on but time runs out for the draw at 18:30
total.

Rating: B-. Are you surprised Dar didn’t lose? You really
shouldn’t be, as this is what happens in these matches. Dar
gets in trouble, cheats, and escapes with the Cup. The Cup has
had six holders over about three years and Dar has held it for
well over half of that time. Heck he didn’t even lose the fall
the last time he lost the Cup. Dar can be funny with his stuff
and such but my goodness it’s ok to let something change for a
bit.

Dar taps immediately after the bell but it’s still a draw.
Otis beats up Oro Mensah and hits on Lash Legend, who looks
close to being sick.

JBL picks his Iron Survivor Challenge matches: Carmelo Hayes



vs. Josh Briggs and Blair Davenport vs. Thea Hail.

Tony D’Angelo and Stacks go to dinner, with Stacks asking how
bad it is for Chase U. D’Angelo doesn’t want to talk about it
but the rest of the Family is there for a title celebration.

Trick Williams checks on Carmelo Hayes before his qualifying
match. Hayes is ready and Williams will be in his corner, but
Hayes  asks  to  do  this  by  himself.  Cool  with  Williams  as
everything seems fine.

Women’s Title: Xia Li vs. Lyra Valkyria

Li  is  challenging…and  jumps  Valkyria  in  the  entrance.  No
match.

Malik Blade/Edris Enofe vs. Humberto Carrillo/Angel Garza

This was scheduled for later but was moved up due to the Li
attack. Carrillo takes Enofe down to start but Blade comes in
with a good looking dropkick. Garza gets knocked off the apron
but Blade gets sent outside. A hard shot to the chest has
Blade  in  trouble  as  Booker  goes  on  a  rant  about  getting
titles.

The Gory Bomb/flipping cutter combination gets two on Blade,
who comes back with some shots to the face. A DDT gets Blade
out of trouble and there’s the tag off to Enofe as the fans
don’t seem to care. Everything breaks down and Enofe misses a
450, allowing Carrillo to hit a powerbomb. A pop up kick to
the ribs finishes Enofe at 5:32.

Rating: C+. The match had its moments with Enofe and Blade
getting  to  show  off  their  athleticism,  plus  Carrillo  and
Garza’s snappy double teaming. I can go for Garza and Carrillo
getting into the title hunt as they’re a rather awesome team,
but they need to string some wins together first. This was a
good start, though I’m not sure how much value there is in
beating Blade and Enofe.



Fallon Henley and Brooks Jensen fire up Josh Briggs but he’s
ready to take this opportunity on his own.

Iron Survivor Challenge Qualifying Match: Carmelo Hayes vs.
Josh Briggs

Briggs tries to go with the power to start but gets dropkicked
out to the floor. That works a bit better for Briggs, who hits
a big boot but Hayes is right back with the Fade Away. The
fans seem pleased with Hayes, only to have Briggs drop him
with a right hand. Back in and Briggs works on the arm but
Hayes low bridges him to the floor. Briggs sends him over the
announcers’ table and we take a break.

Back with Briggs taking over again and hammering away before
grabbing a chinlock. Hayes fights up and hits a springboard
shot to the face but one heck of a chokeslam puts Hayes down.
Commentary keeps playing up the idea of Briggs not being an
experienced singles star as Hayes comes back. Cue Lexis King
for a distraction though, allowing Briggs to drop Hayes again.
A moonsault gives Briggs the big upset pin at 12:32.

Rating: C+. This wasn’t a great match but it told a nice story
of Hayes being the more experienced singles star and Briggs
using the straight power because he didn’t have the experience
in  singles  matches.  The  King  interference  plays  into  the
Hayes/Trick Williams deal as we have to be coming up on a
twist. Odds are we get Hayes vs. King at Deadline, which
should be a big step forward in whatever they’re doing, but
for now we have a nice surprise win for Briggs.

Lyra Valkyria says the title match is still happening.

Von Wagner shows up at Mr. Stone’s house for dinner with some
partially eaten brownies. They eat with Stone’s wife and kids,
who eat rather quickly like Wagner. The sons look at Wagner’s
scar, but it’s cool with him. We hear about bullies at their
school and Wagner wants violence but Stone says we don’t do
that. With the parents away, Wagner says write the bullies’



names  down  because  Wagner  has  them.  This  was  wacky
shenanigans.

Here is Wes Lee for a chat. The people know who he is so he
gets to the point: he wants one more shot at Dominik Mysterio
and the North American Title at Deadline. Cue Mysterio (no
Rhea Ripley) to list off Lee’s losses, which mean he shouldn’t
get a title shot. Lee points out how many times Judgment Day
has had to save Mysterio and says he’s willing to do anything
to get the title back. Mysterio is interested, but Lee has to
beat some former North American Champions. Lee is in, but
Deadline is his last shot, assuming he gets there.

We recap the Chase U scandal, with Andre Chase breaking his
silence next week.

Thea Hail is panicking because Andre Chase and Duke Hudson
aren’t here. Jacy Jayne says she always has Hail’s back.

Josh Briggs is happy with his win when Tiffany Stratton comes
in  to  congratulate  him.  With  her  gone,  Brooks  Jensen  and
Fallon  Henley  come  in,  with  Henley  not  being  happy  over
Stratton being there.

Iron Survivor Qualifying Match: Thea Hail vs. Blair Davenport

Jacy Jayne is here with Hail as Davenport goes after the arm
to start. Davenport runs her over for two and we’re off to the
armbar. Hail fights up and strikes away but gets pulled into a
Fujiwara  armbar.  That’s  broken  up  and  Jayne  offers  a
distraction, allowing Hail to hit a fall away slam on the
floor. Back in and Hail is distracted by the lack of support
from  the  student  section,  which  lets  Davenport  block  a
backsplash. A knee to the face finishes Hail at 4:08.

Rating: C. This was short and to the point as the Chase U
ordeal continues to cause the team trouble. I’m almost scared
of where this is going but Jayne and Hail seem like they could
split off from Chase U without much trouble. Davenport going



forward is fine, but at some point Hail needs to get a bigger
win before she loses the steam that she has.

We get a video on Baron Corbin vs. Ilja Dragunov, highlighting
their differences in training, style and philosophy on their
way to the Deadline title match. Dragunov is alone in America
as his family is in Russia, while Corbin has everything he
could want. Playing up the contract is always a good angle to
take and they’re doing a nice job setting this up.

Charlie Dempsey vs. Eddy Thorpe

Dempsey’s friends are here too. Dempsey takes him down without
too much trouble and cockily stomps away. Thorpe’s comeback is
cut off in short order and we hit the abdominal stretch to
work on Thorpe’s ribs. With that broken up, Thorpe hits a
running boot in the corner and Dempsey cranks on the arm…until
Thorpe reverses into a cradle for the surprise pin at 3:59.

Rating: C. Pretty much a squash here until the fluke ending,
which is a good thing as Thorpe has been needing a boost after
some recent setbacks. Dempsey and company continue to be a
fine midcard heel stable, but they aren’t going to matter much
if they don’t win a bit here and there. For now though, Thorpe
winning is a good way to go and maybe he can start going
somewhere.  As  for  Dempsey,  at  least  commentary  is  making
“Regal” references during his matches.

Post match Dempsey’s friends get in the ring to beat Thorpe
down so posing can ensue.

Back  at  the  dinner,  Tony  D’Angelo  and  Stacks  are  given
envelopes of money, some of which are more successful than
others. They go to leave, where Humberto Carrillo and Angel
Garza jump them and speed off.

Arianna Grace isn’t happy with Karmen Petrovic attacking her
and hopes Petrovic can get some help.



Here’s what’s coming next week.

Women’s Title: Lyra Valkyria vs. Xia Li

Valkyria  is  defending  and  is  banged  up  after  the  attack
earlier tonight. The fired up Valkyria goes right after Li to
start but gets knocked into the corner for some choking. A
running  dropkick  gets  Valkyria  out  of  trouble  and  Li  is
knocked outside. Back in and another kick drops Valkyria as we
take a break.

We come back with Valkyria fighting out of a cravate but
getting caught with a swinging neckbreaker for two. Li grabs a
facelock but Valkyria fights up again to strike away. The
spinning torture rack drop cuts Valkyria off for two more but
she blocks a kick. A German suplex puts both of them down and
we get a breather. Back up and Li’s spinning kick misses,
allowing Valkyria to hit one of her own. A Samoan driver
finishes for Valkyria at 9:40.

Rating: B-. It was a nice fight, but there was only so much
you could do after Li had a heck of a match with Becky Lynch
last night. They stacked the deck against Valkyria a bit here
and it made things more interesting, but it was hard to buy Li
as a real threat. The idea here seemed to be giving Valkyria a
nice win and that’s not a bad thing.

Overall Rating: C+. I wasn’t overly interested in this show as
it felt more like the show where things were set up for later
rather than anything really happening here. It’s not a bad
show and the action was fine, but this was definitely a week
where you would be better off reading a recap than watching it
live. Deadline is shaping up well enough, though they’ll need
some more interesting shows on the way there.

Results
Noam Dar vs. Chad Gable went to a draw
Humberto Carrillo/Angel Garza b. Malik Blade/Edris Enofe – Pop
up kick to Blade’s ribs



Josh Briggs b. Carmelo Hayes – Moonsault
Blair Davenport b. Thea Hail – Knee to the face
Eddy Thorpe b. Charlie Dempsey – Rollup
Lyra Valkyria b. Xia Li – Samoan driver

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Daily News Update – November
21, 2023
Make sure you check out a recent review:

Monday Night Raw – November 20, 2023

 

They Need A Break: Update On The Young Bucks’ AEW Status,
Creative Plans.
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https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/need-break-update-young-
bucks-aew-status-creative-plans/

They Have A Plan: WWE Reportedly Using Shinsuke Nakamura To
Help Land Major International Star.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/plan-wwe-reportedly-usin
g-shinsuke-nakamura-help-land-major-international-star/

WATCH: WWE Debuts New Concept At Recent Live Event.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-wwe-debuts-new-con
cept-recent-live-event/

Up Or Down: Update On NXT Star Debuting On SmackDown.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/update-nxt-star-debuting
-smackdown/

Homecoming:  WWE  Legend  Confirmed  For  WarGames  At  Survivor
Series In Major Return.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/homecoming-wwe-legend-co
nfirmed-wargames-survivor-series-major-return/

Get Well Soon: AEW Star Reportedly Needs Back Surgery, Written
Off Television.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/get-well-soon-aew-star-r
eportedly-needs-back-surgery-written-off-television/

Get Well Champ: AEW World Champion MJF Reportedly Hurt, Status
Going Forward.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/get-well-champ-aew-world
-champion-mjf-reportedly-hurt-status-going-forward/
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As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page and follow us on Twitter
(featuring news stories written by ME).

Monday Night Raw – November
20, 2023: Wait….Who?
Monday Night Raw
Date: November 20, 2023
Location: Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

It’s  the  final  Raw  before  Survivor  Series  and  that  means
WarGames needs an advantage. As luck would have it, that’s the
big featured match this week as a member from each team will
face to see who gets the advantage at Survivor Series. Other
than that, it’s probably going to be a lot of final pushes
towards the show so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of last week’s main event, where Drew
McIntyre cost Cody Rhodes and Jey Uso the Tag Team Titles as
part of an alliance with Judgment Day. Cody and pals are going
to need some backup of their own.

Here is Drew McIntyre for a chat, saying he isn’t Dominik
Mysterio so the people will listen to him talk. No one is more
upset about what he did last week than he is. If you turned on
him, you were never a fan in the first place and he doesn’t
care about you. Last week he looked Jey Uso in the face and
then laid him out, which is more than Jey ever did for him.
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Yeah Cody Rhodes was caught in the crossfire but Cody brought
Jey to Raw. McIntyre rants about Clash At The Castle again
before clarifying that he has NOT joined Judgment Day but
he’ll team with them at WarGames.

Rhea Ripley let him have Jey in a cage…and here is Jey to
interrupt. Jey says McIntyre needs to let it go but here is
Judgment Day to back things up. Seth Rollins, Cody Rhodes and
Sami Zayn come out to even a lot of this up but Adam Pearce
says  WarGames  is  on  Saturday.  If  anyone  throws  the  first
punch, their team automatically loses the advantage. Pearce
says Cody and company need a fifth team member tonight and by
9:00 (about 50 minutes from now), they need to decide on their
participants in the advantage match.

Post break, Damian Priest and Rhea Ripley chat about Drew
McIntyre being added to the team. Priest likes the move, but
she should have consulted with him because he’s the leader
going into WarGames. Ripley gets that and they seem cool.
Priest also thinks he should be in the advantage match, but
she says they should wait for Drew. Works for Priest as well.

Nia Jax vs. Raquel Rodriguez

Rodriguez charges into the corner and hammers away to start
but a release Rock Bottom puts her back down. Jax is knocked
outside but manages a posting as we take a break. Back with
Jax grabbing a chinlock until Rodriguez powers up. Her back
gives out though and Jax hits a backsplash to crush her again.
The Annihilator is countered into a powerbomb attempt but the
back gives out a second time. Now the Annihilator can finish
for Jax at 9:03.

Rating: C. The commercial in the middle hurt this a good bit
as we really just saw a bunch of Jax cutting Rodriguez off and
then sitting on her chest for the pin. That’s the kind of
monster Jax is and in theory it’s setting up a showdown with
Ripley for the title. While that might make sense on paper, it



doesn’t make for the most interesting match as Jax is….well
she’s Jax.

Video on Xia Li.

Judgment Day, now with Drew McIntyre, has a chat about the
advantage match. McIntyre and Damian Priest don’t see eye to
eye on this, but Priest eventually relents. Priest even tells
McIntyre to go show his worth.

We look at how the women’s WarGames match was set up.

Cody  Rhodes  and  company  aren’t  sure  who  should  face  Drew
McIntyre but Jey Uso wants to hurt him most and gets the
match. With that out of the way, they still need a fifth
member and apparently Smackdown guys are NOT off limits. Cody
has an old friend he can call as well.

Becky Lynch vs. Xia Li

Lynch takes her down without much trouble to start and snaps
off some armdrags. Li gets in a shot in the corner but Lynch
sends her outside without much trouble. A kick to the face
knocks Lynch off the apron though and we take a break. Back
with Lynch unloading with forearms and managing to knock her
into the corner.

The Bexploder gets two but Li is back with a spinning kick to
the back for two of her own. The Manhandle Slam is blocked so
Lynch goes for a cross armbreaker but Li slips out again. Li
grabs something like a torture rack airplane spin for a crash
and two, followed by some choking in the corner.

Another trip to the top is countered into a superplex to give
Lynch two more, with Barrett saying this is a Wrestlemania
main event. No. The Manhandle Slam is blocked and Li manages
the big spinning kick to send Lynch outside. Lynch is back up
and gets in a posting but the both beat the count back in. A
quick Manhandle Slam finishes for Lynch at 13:38.



Rating: B-. While I wouldn’t have had a #1 contender to the
NXT Women’s Title take a clean loss, Li got in a lot here and
made Lynch work for it. There isn’t much shame in losing to
Lynch, though it would have been nice to not do it the night
before Li challenges for the title. Anyway, good match here
and pretty easily the best of Li’s career.

Post match Damage CTRL and the rest of Becky’s team come in
for the brawl until referees break it up.

Ludwig  Kaiser  and  Giovanni  Vinci  argue  in  the  back,  with
Kaiser telling him to stay here while Kaiser takes care of
Johnny Gargano.

Video on Zoey Stark.

Ludwig Kaiser vs. Johnny Gargano

Tommaso Ciampa is here with Gargano. Kaiser chops away in the
corner to start but Gargano snaps off a running hurricanrana.
They trade kicks to the head in the corner with Kaiser being
knocked outside. Gargano’s big dive is cut off though and we
take a break. Back with Kaiser punching One Final Beat out of
the air but getting caught with the slingshot spear instead.

Gargano kicks him in the head and grabs a middle rope spinning
Downward Spiral for two more. The rolling kick to the head is
cut off and a tilt-a-whirl faceplant gives Kaiser his own near
fall. A Death Valley Driver connects on Gargano but here is
Giovanni  Vinci  to  distract  Kaiser.  Said  distraction  lets
Gargano hit One Final beat for the pin at 9:53.

Rating: C+. The back and forth between these guys continues
but  the  issues  for  Imperium  are  making  things  more
interesting.  While  Gunther  doesn’t  need  them  to  win,  the
underlings having their own problems might come back to cause
him trouble later on. For now though, I can go with Gargano
winning, though unless DIY wins the blowoff match between the
teams, it might not matter much.



Earlier today, a bunch of teams argued over the next Women’s
Tag Team Title match so it’s a four way #1 contenders match
tonight. Chelsea Green is going to call Nick Aldis about this.
Adam Pearce: “Tell him I say hi.”

Rhea Ripley and Dominik Mysterio run into Shayna Baszler and
Zoey Stark, sitting in the Judgment Day’s clubhouse. Stark
loves all of the decorations, especially the Women’s Title.
Ripley kind of respects the guts it took to do this, but the
beating is coming at Survivor Series.

Candice LeRae/Indi Hartwell vs. Tegan Nox/Natalya vs. Maxxine
Dupri/Ivy Nile vs. Kayden Carter/Katana Chance

Chelsea Green and Piper Niven are on commentary. Natalya and
Nile start things off as Green things Cole’s first name is
Matthew. Nile dropkicks Natalya into the corner and hands it
off to Dupri, who actually takes Natalya down. Nile comes back
in and gets Russian legsweept but Hartwell tags herself in to
take over.

The rapid fire tags continue and everything breaks down, with
Chance  and  Carter  taking  over.  Nox  and  Natalya  are  sent
outside so Carter can dive onto a bunch of people. Dupri hits
her own dive and poses as we take a break. Back with Chance
striking away at Natalya, who Michinoku Drivers her for two.

Nile powerbombs Nox and Natalya out of the corner, allowing
Carter to flip Chance onto both of them for two more. Maxxine
comes in to clean house, setting up a Caterpillar to Nox. A
bridging suplex gives Maxxine two so Nile and Maxxine hit a
double suplex to drop Nox again. Maxxine goes up top for a
high crossbody but Nox rolls through for the pin at 11:45.

Rating: C+. This was pretty much all about Maxxine and she did
well enough as the fun star who is playing above her skills.
I’m not sure I would have had her take the pin when there were
so many others out there, but at least Nox and Natalya have a
bit of a history together. The action was what you would



expect for a four way tag match, but at least one of the
better (I guess?) options won.

Gunther isn’t pleased with Ludwig Kaiser and thinks maybe he
should have put Giovanni Vinci in charge instead.

A bunch of tag teams argue over who should get a Tag Team
Title shot so Adam Pearce makes Tag Team Turmoil for next
week. Akira Tozawa comes in for the comedy. With the teams
gone, Nick Aldis pops up to talk with Pearce.

Here is Miz for a chat about Gunther. Miz has been called the
underdog…and here is Gunther to interrupt. Gunther doesn’t
like him and doesn’t think anything of Miz, but Miz talks
about the past Intercontinental Champions he loved as a kid
(Savage, Michaels, Rude, Hart). He worked and tried for twenty
years to become what they were because they’re memorable and
not a one note robot like Gunther.

Miz will do whatever it takes to survive and win because that
is what he does. He is tired of the disrespect and is ready to
beat a lesson into Gunther. That sounds good to Gunther, but
he sees it differently. Miz was a fan who got made fun of
because  he  loved  wrestling  so  he  tried  to  get  into  the
business. Then other wrestlers bullied him because he doesn’t
belong in this sport. Instead, he belongs behind the barricade
with other weirdos like these people.

The fans chant USA, which Gunther mocks before saying Miz
hasn’t been bullied enough. Gunther gets in his face and tells
Mike to stand up for himself so Miz slugs away…and is promptly
booted down. Gunther mocks him with the title so Miz kicks him
low and hits the Skull Crushing Finale. Cole: “DO IT FOR ALL
OF US WEIRDOS MIZ!” This was a heck of a promo battle as Miz
can still talk with just about anyone. You don’t get that from
Gunther very often but he more than held up his end here and
sold the story of the match.

Seth Rollins gives Jey Uso a pep talk.



Ivar and Valhalla want revenge on Bronson Reed next week.

Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Chad Gable

The rest of Alpha Academy is here too. They go with the
grappling to start until Nakamura kicks him into the corner.
Gable fights back up and dumps him to the floor as we take a
break. Back with Nakamura in control and grabbing a chinlock.
That’s broken up so Nakamura elbows him into the corner and
hits a kick to the face for two.

Kinshasa is countered into Chaos Theory for two and a dragon
suplex drops Nakamura again. Gable’s moonsault hits raised
boots but he’s able to get the ankle lock. Nakamura makes the
rope as Cole says Kurt Angle made the ankle lock famous. Back
up and Gable has to stop himself from going into an exposed
buckle, allowing Nakamura to roll him up for the pin at 12:22.

Rating: B-. there are instances where you know a match is
going to be good if the people involved are given the chance
to make it work and that was the case here. Gable as a more
serious  amateur  style  wrestler  works  well  and  Nakamura’s
striking balanced it out nicely. They had a good match as
Nakamura’s star continues to rise, though I have no idea where
they’re going with him.

Damian Priest tells Drew McIntyre to not blow it.

Bronson Reed is in for next week because Ivar is a cosplayer
instead of a true warrior.

Survivor Series rundown.

Video on WarGames.

Sami Zayn couldn’t get anyone from Smackdown, but Cody Rhodes’
friend  answered  the  phone  and  he’s  in.  His  partners  are
thrilled.

Jey Uso vs. Drew McIntyre



For the WarGames advantage. They slug it out to start with
McIntyre getting the better of things. An elbow to the face
gives McIntyre two but Uso fights back and they head outside
as we take a break. Back with McIntyre slugging away in the
corner but getting kicked in the head for his efforts. A high
crossbody gives Uso two and they head outside again, this time
with McIntyre ramming him into various things.

Uso’s head gets crushed against the post and McIntyre gets to
taunt him a bit. McIntyre tosses him over the announcers’
table and we take a break. Back again with Uso taking McIntyre
down as Cole goes over the rules of WarGames. Uso misses a
discus lariat though and gets neckbreakered down. The Claymore
is cut off by a superkick to give Uso two but McIntyre is back
with Futureshock for the clean pin at 18:34.

Rating: B-. Well that was abrupt. The match went long and then
just ended with a clean pin. It’s not a bad thing but you see
it so rarely that it’s almost hard to process. The villains
getting the advantage is WarGames 101 though and thankfully
WWE understood that this year. Good main event, though it
never really got to a higher level.

Post match Judgment Day comes in for the beatdown but Cody
Rhodes and company come in with chairs for the ring clearing
save. Cody gets the mic and says they have a fifth member.
It’s someone Cody has a LEGACY with (the fans really like that
one) and no they’re not prey, because they have the APEX
PREDATOR.

You’re not just hearing voices inside your head because the
people are right. And…..no one comes out to end the show. I
guess that’s about as much of a confirmation as you can get,
but Cody never said a name. Granted saying the people are
right is about as much of a guarantee as you can get, but that
was a really weird ending.

Overall Rating: C+. I’m not sure what to think of this show as



this was about two parts of the same WarGames match. They
covered the advantage, but they only kind of covered the fifth
member reveal. I mean, unless there is some huge swerve coming
at  Survivor  Series  they’re  fine,  but  it  wasn’t  exactly  a
smooth ending. The rest of the show was pretty much right in
the middle, without much stuff that really mattered. Miz and
Gunther were good, but this was about WarGames and what we got
was a bit off. Then again, none of that matters after Saturday
and the show is built up well enough.

Results
Nia Jax b. Raquel Rodriguez – Annihilator
Becky Lynch b. Xia Li – Manhandle Slam
Johnny Gargano b. Ludwig Kaiser – One Final Beat
Natalya/Tegan  Nox  b.  Kayden  Carter/Katana  Chance,  Maxxine
Dupri/Ivy Nile and Indi Hartwell/Candice LeRae – Rollup to
Dupri
Shinsuke Nakamura b. Chad Gable – Rollup
Drew McIntyre b. Jey Uso – Futureshock

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Daily News Update – November
20, 2023
Make sure you check out some recent reviews:

NXT LVL Up – November 17, 2023

Survivor Series 2013 (2014 Edition)

Survivor Series 2014 (2015 Edition)

Ring Of Honor – November 16, 2023

Survivor Series 2015 (2016 Edition)

 

WATCH: 43 Year Old Former WWE Star Returns To The Ring After
Three And A Half Year Absence.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-43-year-old-former
-wwe-star-returns-ring-three-half-year-absence/

Neck  Strong:  Very  Good  News  On  AEW  Star  Following  Injury
Scare.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/neck-strong-good-news-ae
w-star-following-injury-scare/

He’s Next? WWE Reportedly Planning Major Push For New Star,
Special Role.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/hes-next-wwe-reportedly-
planning-major-push-smackdown-star-special-role/

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/11/20/daily-news-update-november-20-2023/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/11/20/daily-news-update-november-20-2023/
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https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/11/20/survivor-series-count-up-2013-2014-redo-the-authority-reigns/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/11/20/survivor-series-count-up-2014-2015-redo-he-actually-showed-up/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/11/20/ring-of-honor-november-16-2023-they-filled-in-space/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/11/20/survivor-series-count-up-2015-2016-redo-the-survival-show/
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The Climb: Darby Allin Set To Miss Time From AEW For Very
Specific Reason.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/climb-darby-allin-set-mi
ss-time-aew-specific-reason/

Dead Man Memories? Undertaker Accused Of Ruining Childhoods Of
Longtime Fans.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/dead-man-memories-undert
aker-accused-ruining-childhoods-longtime-fans/

 

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page and follow us on Twitter
(featuring news stories written by ME).
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