
KB On Kindle
Would  anyone be interested in me making full series of my
reviews available as e-books?  I’d throw them on Amazon or
something after fixing them up a bit.  I’m talking the entire
series (say all the Raws from 1998 for example which would be
about 240 pages) for something like four bucks each.  Even if
you don’t have a Kindle there are apps for them for almost
anything mobile.

 

Would anyone be interested in this?

Smackdown Main Event Scene
This  occurred to me earlier today when I was talking about
Ziggler  in  the  Rumble.   think  about  the  Smackdown  title
picture  right  now.   It’s  STACKED.  We’ve  got  the  suddenly
awesome  Del  Rio  as  champion  and  the  following  people  to
challenge him:

 

Big Show

Ziggler

Orton

Sheamus

 

Also you could throw in Ryback, Punk and Jericho as potential
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challengers.  That is a DEEP main event scene.  On Raw we have
Rock, Cena and Punk and that’s it.  I’m way more fired up
about the WHC right now than the WWE Title.

Monday  Night  Raw  –  January
28, 2013: Paul Heyman Lies A
Lot, Raw Roulette Sucks and
LESNAR!
Monday  Night Raw
Date: January 28, 2013
Location: Thomas and Mack Center, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, John Bradshaw Layfield

The Rumble is over now and the big stories are Rock winning the title and
Cena winning the Rumble, likely setting up a title rematch that I don’t
think many people are interested in seeing. Tonight is also Raw Roulette
which is a gimmick that this show flat out doesn’t need. We should be
getting ready for Wrestlemania but instead we get a night of gimmick
matches and lame jokes instead. Let’s get to it.

We open with Vickie who has three roulette wheels behind her. One has
superstars, one has stipulations and one has a bunch of HILARIOUS
gimmicks on it. First up is Cesaro vs. Orton which gets a special
referee.

Here are Punk and Heyman to the ring and they are TICKED. Punk says this
is day 435 and he goes on a RANT about how he’s still champion and that
he didn’t lose. Ropes are kicked and tiny pieces of hair follicles are
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probably pulled out. Punk says Rock couldn’t beat him without anyone’s
help and that makes the fans cheaters. Vince and Rock are swindlers and
Punk is going to crash Rock’s party tonight.

This brings out Vince who has this big goofy grin on his face. Punk calls
him every insulting name he can think of but Vince says that he has proof
that Heyman was behind the Shield attacks. Heyman: “Sir if I may…” Vince:
“YOU MAY NOT!” Vince says he’ll be evaluating Heyman later tonight which
might result in his firing. This was a pretty fast ending.

Randy Orton vs. Antonio Cesaro

The guest referee is the Miz, which I said before his music hit. This was
obvious because Cesaro pinned Miz clean last night, meaning the feud must
continue. Anyway this is joined in progress after a break with Orton
getting two off something we didn’t see. Cesaro pounds away in the corner
but gets clotheslined down again. A suplex gets two for Orton and we head
to the floor where Cesaro’s back is sent into the barricade.

Back in and Orton slingshots Antonio’s throat into the ropes for two. Miz
has done nothing of note so far. They trade European uppercuts with
Cesaro taking over. Orton comes right back with a BIG backdrop to send
Cesaro to the floor as we take another break. Back with Cesaro
guillotining Orton on the top rope and heading to the floor for a bit.
Back in and there’s a cravate for a bit before Randy charges into a
falcon’s arrow for two.

Off to a chinlock but Orton fights out of it with his usual stuff
including the powerslam. Cesaro comes back with a jumping back elbow off
the middle rope (looked great) for two. He argues with Miz, allowing
Orton to hit the backbreaker. Cesaro pokes Orton in the eye and gets in
an argument with Miz, allowing Orton to hit the RKO for the pin at 12:45
shown.

Rating: C+. This was decent stuff but we were just waiting on Miz to do



something. Like I said though there is no reason for Miz to be involved
in this feud anymore. The guy lost clean in the title match last night so
why should they still be interacting? The face turn continues to falter
and Orton’s heel turn continues to not seem to be anytime soon.

Miz hits Cesaro with the Finale and looks at the Mania sign.

The next spin is by Ryback and he gets to make Vickie laugh. He starts by
snorting at her and walking away.

Here’s Ryback to the ring and after a break we see Andre Agassi and Stefi
Graf in the audience. The Prime Time Players, Ryback and Matt Striker are
in the ring. Apparently this is a joke off. The Players make a joke about
Striker’s luck with women that isn’t funny and didn’t make a lot of
sense. Ryback asks what has four eyes, twenty fingers, and is about to be
unconscious. The beating begins and Young runs away. Striker declares
Ryback the winner and gets Shell Shocked too.

Backlund HOF video again.

Wade Barrett gets to pick his opponent tonight.

Wade Barrett vs. Bo Dallas

Dallas eliminated Barrett from the Rumble last and is the rookie from
NXT. They fight in the corner a bit but Barrett hits his kick to the ribs
to take over. Barrett loads up the Bull Hammer but charges into a belly
to belly suplex for the shocking pin at 2:12. There’s Barrett’s first
real feud as champion.

Cody Rhodes spins John Cena which is up next.

We hear about Cena being on Fruity Pebbles boxes, replacing Fred
Flintstone. As stupid as it sounds, that’s a pretty big deal.



Cody Rhoes vs. John Cena

Cena starts fast with a dropkick and a fisherman’s suplex to send Rhodes
to the floor. Cody says this is a waste of his talents and walks away,
only for Cena to throw him right back in. The usual finishes for Cena at
1:56.

Cena talks about how some people don’t seem thrilled that he won. There
were 30 people in the match last night but he’s the guy that won.
Throwing Ryback out to win is the first step towards Wrestlemania, where
he can face a champion of his choosing. Cena says this is a difficult
step, but first let’s pause to tell Cena he sucks. Apparently it’s going
to be either Rock or Punk for some reason. I didn’t hear talk of a
rematch. Cena says that he can face Punk again but he’s come up short in
six tries to win the title. But I thought Cena never lost anything.

On the other hand is the Rock. Cena talks about talking down about Rock
even before Rock returned so that when Rock showed up again, there would
be only one possible candidate. Then Cena spent a year feuding with Rock
and there were times Cena showed him up completely. Everything was
perfect until April 1 when he lost everything he had spent a year doing.

Cena says Rock won and there’s the chant for the champion. He asks which
one he should challenge: the guy he has even money to beat or one of the
two guys he seemingly never could beat. Cena makes his decision right
now: the WWE Champion, whoever that is at Mania. That smells like a three
way to me.

Before Cena can leave, cue the Shield to surround the ring. The beating
is on, which basically kills the Cena leads the Shield rumors. Sheamus
tries to make the save but here’s Ryback for the real save. Six man tag
at Elimination Chamber maybe? Either way a big brawl breaks out with
Sheamus being posted. Cena tries to fight them off again but gets beaten
down. The TripleBomb leaves Cena laying.



Brodus and Tensai are going to have a lingerie pillow fight but Tensai
says no way. They spin the other wheel and it’s a dance off but Tensai
didn’t see it. COMEDY is coming people!

We see everything WWE did in Phoenix this week.

Time for the dance off but Tensai first takes off a robe to reveal
women’s lingerie. Brodus has a heart attack. It’s time for the dance off
with Brodus going first. Tensai doesn’t want to dance but Lawler says
what happens in Vegas stays in Vegas. Tensai does some very awkward stuff
including Gangam Style and some other outdated stuff. The guy that got to
beat Punk and Cena last year everybody. Ron Simmons pops up for his one
word. JBL: “I know that guy.”

Del Rio gets a body slam challenge with Big Show.

It’s time for the body slam challenge but Big Show knocks Del Rio out. He
tapes the champion up to the rope and destroys Ricardo while Alberto has
to watch. This goes on for awhile and is rather awesome with Del Rio
being tortured mentally while Ricardo got the physical part. Also the
revenge will be SWEET.

Kaitlyn vs. Tamina

This is a showgirl lumberjill match. The girls are in showgirl outfits
which look good but the lumberjill stuff is played already. This is non-
title too. Tamina takes over to start and takes Katilyn down with a
chinlock. Kaitlyn is thrown to the floor and beats up I think Aksana in
the process. Tamina gets hit by a headdress and Kaitlyn goes after her
with some decent aggression. That goes out the window as she puts the hat
on Kaitlyn but the girls all come in for the no contest at 2:58. Nothing
to see here.

Here’s Rock to address the people. He says that the word to sum up the



title win is FINALLY, because it’s been a long journey. Rock has won
seven WWE Championships before but this one means more than any. He
thanks the people and says the days of CM Punk saying the people mean
nothing are over. Rock gets in his usual jabs at Punk and Heyman but
here’s the ex-champion.

Punk says that he earned the title unlike rock who had it handed to him.
If Rock has any respect at all, he would hand the championship back to
Punk right now. Rock says come get it and says Punk can either come get
it or stand up there like a coward. Punk comes to the ring but says he’s
staying on the stage. He wants a rematch and lists off some places he’ll
be this weekend but finally says let’s do it at Elimination Chamber.
Also, this is ROCK’s rematch, not Punk’s. Rock says let’s do it.

Sheamus vs. Damien Sandow

This is a tables match because RANDOM! Sheamus seems to be favoring his
left arm. Sandow runs to the floor to start and Sheamus is fine with
beating him up out there. A table is set up in front of the ramp but
Sandow runs away from it. We head to the other side of the ring where
Damien finally dropkicks him down to take over. Another table is set up
but instead Sheamus just throws it at him. Back in and Sandow takes out
the injured (by the Shield) shoulder with a DDT. Apparently it’s Sheamus’
birthday today. Ok then.

Damien brings in another table and kind of Pillmanizes the arm with the
table legs. Sheamus comes back with ease but misses a Brogue Kick that
would have sent Sandow through a table. Damien charges but gets caught by
the slingshot shoulder. Sandow hits him in the arm again and drops the
Wind-Up Elbow. Sheamus is thrown ribs first into the side of a table in a
painful looking move. Sandow goes up top, only to get shoved down to the
apron for the ten forearms. A suplex back in doesn’t work but White Noise
through the table in the corner is enough for the win at 7:21.

Rating: C. Pretty decent match here but the tables were more clutter than



anything else. That’s the problem with Raw Roulette in general: these
gimmicks don’t add anything at all to the matches. If you want Sheamus to
beat Sandow with White Noise, you can do that just fine without tables.
The match was pretty entertaining but it doesn’t accomplish much of
anything.

It’s time for WWE Karaoke with Ryder and Khali and company as the
contestants. Khali gets to sing Shawn’s theme song but after nearly
crushing Shawn’s entire career, 3MB interrupts. Drew: “Whoa whoa
whoooooooooooooa sweet child of mine.” I love Drew McIntyre now. He gets
chopped in the head for his efforts and it’s a Rough Ryder for Mahal. The
big chop and Tadpole Splash (Horny is part of “and company”) take out
Slater.

Here’s Jericho’s latest return to Raw. He welcomes us to Raw is Jericho
and thanks all of the Jericholics for watching at home, which is
something he’ll neeeeeeeeeeeeeever forget a-gain. This brings out Team
Ziggler with the namesake pointing out that Jericho is gone thanks to
losing to Dolph six months ago. AJ says that was her idea but Jericho
says put a leash on her already.

Langston says Jericho should leave before Big E. ruins the return.
Jericho: “What does the E stand for? Your bra size?” Vickie pops up on
screen and says she signed Jericho back to Raw and he gets to face Dolph
tonight in a Strange Bedfellows match. In other words, they get to team
up to fight HELL NO.

HELL NO vs. Dolph Ziggler/Chris Jericho

Ziglger and Kane start things off with the unlikely partners bickering as
we take a break about 25 seconds into the match. Back with Jericho being
tagged in reluctantly, only to take both Kane and the legal Bryan down.
The Walls to Bryan can’t work and HELL NO collides. Jericho lets them
fight and they start shoving each other. Ziggler tags himself in but
Jericho slaps Kane in the back, leaving Ziggler alone in the ring.



Chokeslam ends Ziggler at 5:40, over half of which was in commercial.

Here’s Vince to give Heyman his job evaluation. Before Paul comes out,
Vince says Punk has been escorted from the building. They shake hands so
Vince uses some liquid soap. He asks Heyman if Paul is behind the Shield
or Maddox but Paul denies it. Vince asks Heyman if he’s ever lied. Heyman
says something Vince’s dad says before saying of course he’s lied every
day because promoters have to do that to survive. However, right now he
isn’t lying of course.

Vince asks the fans if Heyman has an honest face or if he’s an honest
man. The fans chant no so let’s go to the tape that Vince has. It’s of
Heyman and Maddox in the dark somewhere with Heyman saying turn the
camera off. The audio keeps going though and the cameraman turns it back
on. Heyman talks about paying Maddox off to screw Ryback in the Cell and
paying the Shield in general. He says he and Punk have been doing it
together and the Shield comes up to surround Maddox. Maddox begs and is
beaten down anyway as the camera goes out.

Back in the arena and Heyman is panicking. Fans: “YOU GOT BUSTED!” Heyman
says that wasn’t him in the video and that Vince knows what it’s like to
be falsely accused. Paul says he has a thick New York Jewish accent and
it’s easy to impersonate. Heyman goes on a big rant about being falsely
accused because of his success and saying that wasn’t him again. Vince
says he’s going to have to future endeavor Heyman but LESNAR!

Brock is back (in bright yellow shoes) and circles the ring before
getting inside to face Vince. He gets in Vince’s face and they touch
noses. Vince says Lesnar shouldn’t do something he’ll regret later.
Lesnar keeps telling Heyman to go back to the corner. He nods at Heyman
and it’s an F5 for Vince as Heyman screams NO.

Overall Rating: D+. I forgot how annoying Raw Roulette can be. There’s
nothing to most of these shows and that was the case here. The gimmicks
get in the way of the matches which defeats the purpose. This is very



reminiscent of Open Fight Night where the matches are the same ones we
could see on any given Raw. Nothing much to see here and the show was a
letdown coming off last night’s Raw.  The ending helps a bit but not
enough.

Results

Randy Orton b. Antonio Cesaro – RKO

Bo Dallas b. Wade Barrett – Belly to belly suplex

John Cena b. Cody Rhodes – Attitude Adjustment

Kaitlyn vs. Tamina went to a no contest

Sheamus b. Damien Sandow – White Noise through a table

HELL NO b. Chris Jericho/Dolph Ziggler

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Trish  Stratus  Announced  For
WWE Hall of Fame
That’s  fine by me.  If nothing else she’ll make the class a
lot better looking.
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On This Day: January 28, 2012
– Ring Ka King: TNA In India
Ring  Ka King TV
Date: January 28, 2012
Location: Balewadi Sports Complex, Pune, India
Commentators: Siddharth Kanan, Joe Bath

After this, never let it be said that I don’t give the people
what they ask for. I’ve gotten a lot of requests from people
for this show so why not. This is the TNA related company
formed in India. The name means King of the Ring in some
Indian language. Odds are this is going to be the only episode
I watch of it but if it’s good I might take another look.
There are a lot of big named stars over there so let’s get to
it.

We open with a musical performance. It’s an Indian performer
who has a bunch of dancing girls. I don’t speak whatever
language this is so I can’t say anything here. The crowd seems
to dig it. I’ve heard there were about 1,500 people here which
isn’t bad. The set is similar to Impact’s but in a bigger
arena. Apparently this guy’s name is Mika.

After he’s done the ring announcer comes in and thank goodness
she speaks English. That’s one of the main reasons I don’t
watch puro: I have no idea what’s going on. And never mind as
they’re in another language again. I think they’re saying it’s
awesome to be here or something like that. She’s shifting
between languages. Either that or some of the words are the
same. There’s talk of a singles and tag titles and female
wrestlers. She introduces the announcers and I have no idea
what they’re saying. The fans seem to like them so maybe
they’re known.

Now we bring out a guy named Harbhajan Singh, who appears to
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be a cricket player of some national renown. He’s listed as a
Ring Ka King goodwill ambassador. Mika starts a chant of Singh
is King or something like that. The singer wishes him good
luck and that’s about it. I’m just trying to pick up what I
can here. Mika leaves.

Singh talks some more and says something about international
wrestling and Ring Ka King. The girls are still at ringside.
He sends us to a video of a familiar face: Chavo Guerrero Jr.
He talks about being around the world but that he’s never been
to India and is here to become Ring Ka King Champion.

Chavo comes to the ring and Singh introduces someone else:
Maxx B. He appears to be a boxing/fighting character but I
don’t  recognize  him  and  he  doesn’t  speak  English.  The
announcers  talk  about  MMA  during’  Maxx’s  entrance.

Sir Brutus Magnus says he’ll win the title. He calls himself
the International Athlete.

Next up is Doctor Nicholas Dinsmore, who is of course Nick
Dinsmore, aka Eugene. I think these are just introductions of
wrestlers. Dinsmore comes out in a medical outfit which is a
character you don’t really see that often.

Sonjay Dutt has a dollar sign above his name and gets a huge
pop due to being from India.

In  sixth  (they’re  just  standing  in  the  ring)  is  Mahabali
Veera, a muscular guy who doesn’t speak English either. He
appears to be the tallest and most popular guy so far.

Next up is Scott Steiner who talks about his arms and short
fuse.

Matt Morgan says he’s 7’0 tall which is still a lie. He’s here
to become world champion. Morgan and Steiner came out to their
TNA music. Morgan is in street clothes.

Now we move onto the Commissioner, a man named Jazzy Laharia



who is with someone named Deadly Danda, who I guess is a
bodyguard. I’m assuming Deadly is the guy in the military gear
and has what appeared to be a sword. He’s almost as tall as
Matt Morgan. Singh talks some more and I think these eight are
going to be in a Heavyweight Title Tournament. The belt comes
down from the ceiling and pyro goes off. The belt looks like
the ECW Silver Title but with a sticker on the middle of it.

We get a quick video of all eight people here and a graphic
saying Ring Ka King Heavyweight Title Tournament.

Now  here’s  Jeremy  Borash  who  speaks  English  and  talks  to
Morgan, who says everyone is honored to be in India. Magnus
cuts him off and puts his arms around Dutt and Steiner and
says they’re going to take over Ring Ka King. A brawl is
started but Deadly Danda breaks it up.

Ring  Ka  King  Heavyweight  Title  Tournament:  Dr.  Nicholas
Dinsmore vs. Mahabali Veera

We’re about 25 minutes into the show not counting commercials
and  here’s  the  first  match.  And  no  I’m  not  holding  that
against them as it’s the debut episode. Dinsmore is basically
the heel by default here. He cheats a top wristlock by pulling
the hair to bring him down. Dinsmore sends him to the floor
but Veera gets a sunset flip for two. Veera has a good look to
him and moves well for a bigger (as in taller) guy. The
referee is in a green shirt. Off to a chinlock by Dinsmore but
Veera hits a spinebuster (called the Veera Bomb) for the pin
at 2:59. Short but fine.

Magnus is on the phone in the back to his boss and talks about
how he, Dutt and Steiner (all in the room) have three of the
eight spots in the tournament and are going to dominate both
it and Ring Ka King. It’s Magnus vs. Morgan in the first
round.

Someone called Shera brings out American Adonis, who is more
known as Chris Masters. He does the same entrance that he did



as the Masterpiece. He’s a lot bigger than he used to be too
so I guess the roids are rolling again. Masters says he’s here
to prove that no one can break his Adonis Lock. Back to the
old classics I guess. He’s put up a lock of Indian Rupees
(whatever that means. A lock I mean. I know what Rupees are)
to anyone that wants to try it. There’s a briefcase in there
so I’m assuming it has the money in it.

A plant accepts the challenge and we get a referee and the
chair. The guy is named Zed. What kind of a name is Zed? He’s
from Pune and gets thrown all over the place in the full
nelson. And he’s out cold in about 10 seconds.

Veera says something which I’d assume means he’ll win. Singh
comes in and shakes his hand. Morgan comes up to shake his
hand and says he hopes to see Veera in the finals.

Next week (I think) it’s Steiner vs. Maxx B and Chavo vs. Dutt
in the tournament.

Ring Ka King Heavyweight Title Tournament: Sir Brutus Magnus
vs. Matt Morgan

Magnus runs to the corner to start. Morgan gets his hands on
him and throws him around with ease. Magnus gets sent to the
floor and it’s time for a chase scene. Morgan misses a corner
splash and Magnus takes over. A slam attempt fails as Morgan
falls onto him for two. Off to an abdominal stretch by Magnus
which Morgan easily escapes and starts his comeback. He beats
Magnus  up  and  hits  a  chokeslam,  followed  by  the  Carbon
Footprint for the pin at 5:14.

Rating: D. This was a really basic and boring power match.
I’ve seen far worse but there really isn’t anything going on
here. Morgan looks like a force though which is the point of
this. Not terrible but if Magnus is supposed to be the top
heel in the company or at least the mouthpiece for it (no sign
of  him  being  a  coward  yet)  shouldn’t  he  be  treated  as
something better than a jobber to the stars like he was here?



Dutt and Steiner come in for an attempted beatdown but Veera
makes the save. A tag team staredown ends the show.

Overall Rating: B-. As a wrestling show it was boring but for
a show designed to introduce us to the product, I can’t really
complain much here. They set up the tournament and we have a
top heel group already. Veera looks like a star (although we
didn’t get to see much of him in the ring) and Morgan is his
usual self. I probably won’t watch this again but it wasn’t
that bad at all. The production values were very good and
definitely at the same levels as Impact. Great debut and if
you’re not familiar with these guys, it’s a great show. It’s
probably not for fans that know the talent, though it’s worth
a look.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

ECW  on  TNN  –  January  21,
2000: They’re Finally Getting
It Right
ECW  on TNN
Date: January 21, 2000
Location: ECW Arena, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Attendance: 1,850
Commentators: Joel Gertner, Joey Styles

It’s been so long since I did one of these that I had to look up the
stories that were going on. Apparently there are no stories because the
previous episode was taped before the PPV so nothing new was added after
that. We’re less than two months away from Living Dangerously now which
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focused on something we haven’t gotten to yet. Let’s get to it.

Joel and Joey do their entrance with Joel mocking Cyrus. This brings out
Cyrus to talk about how the office is mad about the fans for some reason
but they’re far madder about Joel and Joey. Cyrus goes off on Joel for
having heat with the boys and having a stupid name joke to start the
show. The next time Gertner defies Cyrus, it won’t end well for Joel.
Joey has to hold Joel back as we go to the opening theme.

That opening theme lasts WAY too long.

Here are the Impact Players to open things up as Joel and Joey are still
in the ring. Justin says they told us they would win the titles and
that’s what they did. The higher ups want them to defend the titles
tonight but that’s not happening. This brings out Danny Doring and
Roadkill apparently to protest. They demand a title shot tonight but
Storm calls them a couple of midcard jobbers. If they can beat a midcard
team, they can get the title shot. The team in question is Dreamer/Raven
who immediately charge the ring and the match is on.

Raven/Tommy Dreamer vs. Danny Doring/Roadkill

The match is joined in progress after a break with Roadkill getting
crotched when taking too long on the top rope. A superplex puts Roadie
down and there’s the tag to Raven. Bird Boy cleans house with knee lifts
and covers Doring’s face with the snot rag. The drop toehold onto the
chair gets two on Roadkill and the Evenflow gets the same on Doring.
Everything breaks down and Roadkill is sent out to the floor. Dreamer and
Francine set up a table which Dreamer pescados Roadkill through moments
later.

Elektra and Francine tease a catfight but Dawn Marie blasts Francine
instead. Raven carries Francine to the back, making this a handicap
match. Dreamer steps on Doring’s crotch and hits a Death Valley Driver
for two. There are a lot of saves in this match so far. A Roadkill



powerslam gets two on Dreamer but Tommy hits a Russian legsweep on Doring
and a DDT on Roadie at the same time. This brings out Corino, Victory and
Rhyno who lay out Dreamer, allowing Doring to hit a top rope elbow drop
for the pin.

Rating: C. This was your usual overdone ECW match but at least it was
entertaining at some points. This was a combination of wrestling and
storyline with Raven walking out on his partner which is similar to Hogan
leaving with Liz at Main Event II in 1989. Then again though it wasn’t
quite the same level of quality but you get the idea. As usual, this was
overbooked though.

The post match beatdown continues with Victory and Corino working over
Dreamer. Dusty Rhodes finally comes out (I don’t think this is his debut)
and it’s elbows all around. Rhyno comes in and beats Dusty down until
Sandman comes through the entrance for the final save. Sandman pours beer
into Dreamer’s mouth to revive him.

Super Crazy vs. Tajiri

This is a Mexican death match and we go to a break about 15 seconds in.
Back with Tajiri throwing in two more chairs to go with one that was
already in the ring. Apparently Crazy is busted open as Tajiri throws in
a table. Tajiri tries to slide the chairs along the table to hit Crazy in
the head but Crazy keeps ducking to avoid death. With Crazy on the table,
Tajiri hits a double stomp onto Crazy but the table doesn’t break. A
second attempt finally works and Tajiri follows it up with a HARD kick to
the face.

Since this is ECW, Crazy is back up in roughly 8 seconds and hits a top
rope Lionsault. We head to the floor and into the crowd for a chair shot
to the Japanese head. A moonsault off the bleachers puts Tajiri through
another table and we head back to the ring. Tajiri is busted open but
comes back with the handspring elbow. Crazy of course no sells it and
hits a clothesline to take over again.



Tajiri gets put on the top rope (as in on the rope itself, not in the
corner) where Crazy hits a springboard spinwheel kick to knock him down
for two. Tajiri pops back up and hits a German suplex for two before
going back to the floor. Crazy is sent into the crowd for an Asai
moonsault. Back in and Super throws in two tables again, because goodness
knows he isn’t going to stay on the mat. Tajiri hits the Mist but FIVE
SECONDS LATER Crazy is fine enough to catch a rana attempt out of the
corner into a powerbomb through the table for the pin.

Rating: C. This was fun again but MAN ALIVE Crazy brought it down. He
pops up from an Asai Moonsault, two top rope double stomps AND Mist to
the face? That’s another ECW problem in a nutshell: the wrestling going
on isn’t of a very high quality. The no selling was really distracting
here and makes Tajiri’s solid offense look lame.

Call the Hotline and hear about the Radicalz leaving ECW. That actually
happened.

Living Dangerously is coming!

Here’s Awesome to talk about how he’s going to crush Spike Dudley again.
The fans chant for RVD but Awesome says that only his world title matters
in ECW. Since he’s the world champion, he’s the Whole F’N Show. This
brings out TV Champion RVD who praises Awesome but says that Mike is
still just part of the show, but Van Dam IS the show.

Awesome issues a challenge and we get a bell! We also get a blackout and
here’s Sabu. Since he’s supposed to help Van Dam, he turns on RVD and
it’s a double beatdown. RVD’s manager Fonzie gets put through a table.
Spike Dudley tries to come in and gets laid out as well. A top rope
splash/legdrop combination puts RVD through a table to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. This was one of the better shows they’ve had yet. We
had major stories advanced and a BIG match set up at the end. That’s how
a TV show after a PPV should work but ECW doesn’t often get that right.



The wrestling wasn’t much at all but that goes without saying most of the
time in ECW. Good stuff here though.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Proper  Nostalgia  In  Modern
Times
Last  night was a good example of this. Something that I’ve
mentioned before is how nostalgic characters are supposed to
be used today.  The problem with having guys like Roddy and
Dusty  and  Slaughter  doing  nostalgia  appearances  is  that
they’ve been nostalgic for such a long period of time that the
impact is gone.  They’re stars of the 80s, not the 90s.

 

Last  night  on  the  other  hand,  we  saw  guys  like  Goldust,
Godfather and the year before that we had the Outlaws in the
Rumble.  This is pure nostalgia for people that grew up in the
90s and are a bit bored by modern wrestling at the moment. 
Geez if you consider Rock much more than a nostalgia character
at  this  point  you’re  missing  the  point.   WWE  is  FINALLY
catering to the 90s fans whose wallets they built the Attitude
Era on.  It’s fine to bring out the 80s guys every once in
awhile, but mix it up with the 90s every now and then.
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Dolph  Ziggler  At  And  After
The Rumble
Coming   into  the  Rumble,  Ziggler  was  a  big  topic  of
conversation but last night not much happened. Ziggler had
talked about cashing in MITB but he didn’t.  He talked about
winning the Royal Rumble but he didn’t.  He’s been losing a
good deal of his matches recently and while he’s certainly
impressive with some of his matches, he hasn’t really won
anything other than at TLC where he was defending what he
already  had.   Other  than  that,  Ziggler  hasn’t  really
accomplished much lately.  He has until July to cash in his
case and as usual it seems like a matter of time before he
does it.

 

I’m not sure what they’re doing at the moment because they’ve
kind of booked themselves into a corner.  With Del Rio getting
over very well as a face, that gives a minimum of four people
who could be in the world title match at Wrestlemania: Orton,
Ziggler, Sheamus and Del Rio.  Odds are it won’t be Ziggler in
the title match but it’s clear that he’s going to have a top
level match.  I’m thinking he gets put with Del Rio, although
not for the title.  There’s always a chance he’ll cash in
before Mania, perhaps after the Chamber.

 

Either way, Smackdown is pretty awesome at the moment with
their title picture.
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The End Of CM Punk’s Title
Reign
The  Rumble was last night and there’s a LOT to talk about so
expect a lot of posts from me today about various topics from
the show.

One of the major things that happened last night was CM Punk’s
434 day world title reign came to an end.  The common response
to this (mine included) is that the ending to Rock vs. Punk
could have been better.  Let’s take a quick look at why and
some other things about the title reign. First of all the
problem I had with the ending wasn’t about the People’s Elbow
but rather the spinebuster that set it up.  Rock had been
talking about hitting the Rock Bottom and dedicated an entire
promo to the idea.  The Elbow itself is fine for Rock to
finish with as he beat Hogan with it plus multiple other
legends.  It’s a finishing move for Rock so it’s not a huge
deal at all.

 

As for Punk losing, you knew it was going to happen at some
point.  It had to.  I mean, the guy had been champion since
the November before last.  It doesn’t make Punk’s title reign
a joke, it doesn’t make Punk look weak and it doesn’t do
anything bad to him.  Everyone loses their title at some
point,  from  Bruno  getting  pinned  by  Ivan  Koloff  to  Hogan
getting cheated by the Hebners.  Punk had to lose at some
point and he was pinned at a Big Four show by the third
biggest  star  in  the  history  of  wrestling.   That’s  hardly
getting surprised by a rollup by Primo.

 

Finally, where does Punk’s title reign rank all time?  The
main problem for Punk’s reign is that almost everyone knew
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that he was losing the title to Rock at the Rumble for well
over six months now.  That made nearly half of his reign feel
like a formality than a championship reign that could go on
forever.  That being said, it was still amazing to see in this
day and age, especially given the people he was retaining
against.  It doesn’t come off as one of the greatest reigns
ever due to feeling like a transitional reign, but it’s going
to be the longest we see for a VERY long time.  That’s
something Punk can certainly be proud of.  How he didn’t win
Wrestler of the Year from everyone is beyond me.

Brock  Signs  Through
Wrestlemania 31
Source

 

Now keep in mind these are the same sites that said Benjamin,
Carlito  and  others  were  LOCKS,  yes  LOCKS  I  SAY  for  the
Rumble.  If this is the case though, things change a good bit
as now they can stagger his feuds out a bit more.  This has to
be a relief for WWE if nothing else.

 

Thoughts?
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