
ECW on Sci-Fi – November 14,
2006: That’s The Sixth Guy
ECW  on Sci-Fi
Date: November 14, 2006
Location: Manchester Evening News Arena, Manchester, England
Attendance: 15,266
Commentators: Joey Styles, Elijah Burke

We’re in England with about three weeks to go until December to
Dismember. Tonight’s main story is who will be debuting as the new star
from either Raw or Smackdown to fill in the final spot in the Chamber. We
had a good show last week so hopefuly ECW can keep up the roll that
they’re on. Well that is if you consider one week a roll. Let’s get to
it.

We open with a recap of Holly’s turn last week.

Tazz had knee surgery so Burke is filling in on commentary.

Here are Heyman and Big Show to the ring where there’s a table and chair
set up. I’m guessing this is for the contract signing. Heyman says
there’s good news and bad news. The bad news is that due to what happened
last week, RVD isn’t here tonight. However, Big Show IS here, which you
would think we would get given that he’s standing right there. On to
Elimination Chamber, which is a controversial match for some reason.
Heyman lists off the five guys in the match so far and asks if someone
from Raw or Smackdown is coming in to fill in the last spot.

To the shock of no one, Hardcore Holly is shown walking through the back.
Before he can get here though, Bobby Lashley from Smackdown destroys
Holly and stares at the camera. Heyman and Show are panicked as Lashley
(a very muscular and legit amateur wrestling champion) comes to the ring.
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Big Show goes to the aisle to stop him but Bobby spears him down and
signs the contract.

Post break Big Show, Test and Holly ask why Heyman had the whole open
contract. Heyman: “I wanted to make this look legit.” Big Show: “WHY? We
run this whole place!” That’s a really good point actually. Heyman makes
Lashley vs. Holly tonight and Big Show tries to tell Holly that it’s a
good idea.

CM Punk vs. Mike Knox

This feud has to end soon. The fans seem to love Punk here as does Knox’s
girlfriend Kelly Kelly. Knox pounds on him to start but Punk sends him to
the floor. A baseball slide misses and Mike pounds Punk down, only to get
kicked in the head. Knox falls down but lands on Kelly in the process.
Mike doesn’t seem to mind though as he pounds CM down some more. Back
inside now and Knox goes after the back with a suplex and a catapult.

Another shot to the back gets two as Kelly is back up. Punk tries a
suplex but his back won’t hold up, allowing Knox to hook a Boston crab.
We finally get a rope break so it’s off to a bow and arrow hold by Knox.
Punk escapes a suplex and starts firing off his strikes but the running
knee in the corner eats elbow. Well his jaw eats the elbow but you get
the idea.

Punk knocks Knox to the floor and hits a suicide dive, drawing an ECW
chant. The springboard clothesline gets a VERY clothesline two as does
the knee/bulldog combination. Mike comes back again with a tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker but Punk backflips out of a belly to back suplex. He fires
off his rapid strikes and it’s Rock Bottom and Anaconda Vice for the tap
out.

Rating: B. Where in the world did this come from? These two beat the tar
out of each other and we got a very good match out of it. The back stuff
was fine and it was good to see Knox stick with it throughout the entire



match. Punk winning is the right move of course but if you can get a good
match before the inevitable ending, that makes it all the better.

Here’s Matt Striker in the back who talks about various great phrases
through history, the last of which is of course from the Revolutionary
War. This leads to a video on the Elimination Chamber.

Punk welcomes Lashley to ECW but says he’s taking the ECW Title in the
Chamber. More solid work from Punk here.

Here’s Daivari with something to say. He demands that he and Khali be
welcomed to ECW. Oh ok he has a match.

Daivari vs. Tommy Dreamer

Khali stares Dreamer down to start but Daivari chop blocks Tommy before
the bell. Dreamer doesn’t seem to mind and stomps Daivari down in the
corner. A dropkick takes Dreamer’s knee out and the leg work continues.
Daivari gets kicked into the barricade and misses a top rope cross body
as Dreamer fights on one leg. A low elevation flapjack puts Daivari down
but Khali crotches Dreamer against the post for the fast DQ.

Dreamer takes the Punjabi Plunge post match.

Bobby Lashley vs. Hardcore Holly

The match starts during a break and Big Show, Test and Heyman are at
ringside. A delayed one armed suplex takes Holly down and he heads to the
floor. Holly sends Bobby face first into the steps and we head back
inside. A bulldog takes Lashley down and we hit the chinlock. Holly goes
up but jumps into a boot which at least knocks him down. Bobby starts his
comeback and hits Abyss’ Shock Treatment for two. Lashley goes up and
gets crotched followed by a superplex from Holly for two. Hardcore goes
up but jumps into a belly to belly suplex. There’s the running powerslam



but Big Show pulls the referee for the DQ.

Rating: C-. Not much here and there was never any doubt that Lashley was
going to win somehow. I don’t see why they didn’t just have Lashley get
the pin here as Holly isn’t in the main event at the PPV so what’s there
to protect? Either way, not a terrible debut in ECW for him but the lack
of a pin is kind of lame.

Test, Big Show and Holly triple team Lashley until Van Dam, Sabu and Punk
make the save. The show ends with Van Dam and Lashley standing tall. They
stare at each other a lot as well.

Overall Rating: B. The opening match was really solid and we got a major
plot development for the Chamber so how can this be anything but good?
Once the Chamber is done we’ll really start to pick things up around here
which is what will make the shows a lot more interesting. Good stuff here
as ECW has one of their strongest shows yet.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Royal Rumble 2013 Preview
It’s  the first PPV of the year and we’ve got four matches
confirmed so far.  That’s not unprecedented so I’m not really
shocked.  Let’s get to it. Starting with the preshow, I think
they’ll hold off on Miz taking the title just yet.  They’ll
likely save that for Wrestlemania so Flair can have a BIG
tribute.  After all it’s been a few weeks since anyone sucked
up to him and told him he’s the best ever so we can’t wait
much longer.
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I think the Scholars finally get the belts.  They’ve been
losing every time they fight lately so they have to get them
soon.  Interesting note: if they do win, they’ll only be the
second team ever to win the belts at the Rumble.

 

Del Rio retains and as usual I’ll predict a cash in and expect
to be wrong.

 

Rock  wins  the  title.   You  know  he’s  getting  it  before
Wrestlemania  so  it’s  either  here  or  in  the  Chamber.

 

I’ll take Cena to win the Rumble.  I can’t imagine they would
give it to Ziggler and the only other option is Sheamus.  I
don’t think they’ll do that twice in a row though.

 

If Kaitlyn (I had to think to remember who the champion was)
defends the title, she’ll keep it.

 

Overall the show looks pretty solid with only one potentially
uninteresting  match  in  the  tag  titles.   Other  than  that
though, everything looks to be a solid option.  Punk vs. Rock
finally got me hooked with their segment on Smackdown last
night and I need to see this match.  I’m fired up for the
Rumble but then again it’s one of my favorite shows of the
year.

 

Thoughts/predictions?



Bo  Dallas  To  Be  In  Royal
Rumble
He  won the tournament today and gets the spot.  I can’t tell
you how THRILLED I am by this.

On This Day: January 26, 2012
– Impact Wrestling: Get The
Tables
Impact Wrestling
Date: January 26, 2012
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

Back to Orlando for another week of shows, but after this
(next week I believe) they’re off to England. Anyway, we now
don’t have a number one contender because of the interference
last week. This is probably setting up a triple threat or a
fatal fourway at the PPV, which isn’t what I’m wanting but
it’s probably going to happen and that’s ok. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the whole issue from last week and how
we have no #1 contender.

Jeff is beating up Ray in the back and rams him into a table a
few times. Jeff chokes him with a broom and the fight keeps
going. The cameraman chases after him and Ray gets in some
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weak shots. They go through a door and Hardy keeps beating him
up. A white truck pulls up with Roode in it and he saves Ray
by ramming Jeff into a sign. Ray gets a wooden pallet but opts
for some metal thing instead. He drops the pallet on Jeff’s
leg and then does it again. They throw him in the truck but
Storm comes in for the save but is beaten down as well. Sting
eventually chases everyone off. The sight of him sans paint
scared them.

Velvet Sky vs. Mickie James vs. Tara

The  winner  gets  Gail  at  Against  All  Odds.  Tara  uses  the
Matrish to avoid a clothesline so it hits Velvet. We get into
the standard formula of two fight while the third is down.
Tara and Mickie do most of the fighting as we take a break.
Back with Velvet monkey flipping Tara but Mickie breaks up
whatever she was trying with a neckbreaker on Sky. Velvet
knocks them both down, then Mickie knocks them both down.
Thesz Press gets two on Velvet and a spinning kick gets the
same on Tara. Velvet breaks up the jumping DDT and Tara hits
the spinning side slam on Velvet onto Mickie (as in Sky landed
on Mickie) for the pin at 9:37.

Rating: D. I think I’m getting very biased against women’s
wrestling, but I just do not care at all about it. It’s
whoever is hot at the moment and that’s about it. It’s not
like people really care about it but they get a ton of time
anyway. I don’t get it but there’s no way around it. Either
way, weak match here but Tara vs. Gail could be good.

Gail says bring it.

We see highlights of the opening brawl earlier.

Here are Sting, Storm and Hardy to no music. He asks for Roode
and Ray to get out here and the fight continues. Sting holds
the good guys back with the bat and tries to calm things down.
He gets them apart and says stay on one side. They fight again
and eventually it’s made into a tag team tables match for



later. That would be better if it wasn’t announced in the clip
before the show started.

Shelley is facing Zema Ion and if he wins he gets the shot at
Aries at Against All Odds.

Eric Young is getting ready and thinks a stagehand is Sammy
Davis Jr. Angelina and Winter come up and imply sex. And they
Love hits him low but he’s wearing a cup.

Zema Ion vs. Alex Shelley

Shelley takes over to start and gets a rollup for two. Zema
beats him into the corner and doesn’t want this on cameras. He
comes out of the corner with a spinning body press for two.
Reverse powerbomb by Shelley and a powerbomb puts Ion on the
floor. They fly around a bit and Ion sets for the 450 but
Shelley moves and Sliced Bread ends this at 4:26.

Rating: C. This was a standard cruiserweight match and that’s
about it. Shelley is fun to watch but ever since they’ve
changed the weight limit, the title feels very secondary and
the  matches  and  feuds  have  felt  like  filler  instead  of
something that I should care about. Such is life in a company
run by Bischoff and Hogan.

AJ says that this business has changed everyone and tonight,
he’s finding out why Kaz is Daniels’ puppet.

Tara says she’ll be training harder than ever and can beat
Gail.

Earlier today, Eric went to Garrett’s gym to find out who the
trainer is. Eric goes in and sees who it is but sends the
trainer away. He was freaked out by it.

Winter/Angelina Love vs. ODB/Eric Young

Eric locks up with the referee who winds up on the apron and
is then brought in. Now he tags in Eric and gets locked up



with. Mike calls this the Harlem Globetrotters of wrestling.
I’ve  seen  the  Harlem  Globetrotters.  Eric  Young  is  no
Globetrotter. Over two minutes in and no contact yet. Winter
finally hits him so Eric strips. ODB finally comes in and I’ve
never been happier to see her in my life.

A Bronco Buster is messed up and Angelina takes over a few
seconds later. Off to Winter who puts her in the Tree of Woe
which is an image I don’t need. ODB gets in a shot and Eric
throws in the flask for….another shot I guess. There’s the
fallaway slam and nip up. Far too much of this match has been
spent showing her underwear. Eric comes in and we get stereo
airplane spins. TKO ends Angelina at 7:00.

Rating: F. I know Eric Young is popular. I get that, but my
goodness I’m not a fan of him at all. This got seven minutes
which is a lot of time that could have been used for someone
else. Also, there was far too much of ODB losing her clothes.

Ray and Roode fire each other up for the match later.

Video on the tag title feud with Joe/Magnus challenging the
champs.

Samoa Joe vs. Matt Morgan

Joe strikes him into the corner to start but Morgan uses the
power of choking and chopping to come back. Morgan plays to
the crowd with the elbows but gets caught in the choke. He
breaks it quickly and beats on Joe even more. Clothesline gets
two. Joe gets a boot up in the corner and a middle rope leg
lariat gives him control.

A running charge in the corner and a kick to the head get two.
Morgan takes over again and hits some clotheslines. A side
slam gets two. Hellevator takes too long to set up so Joe
kicks him down and a backsplash gets two. Morgan gets back up
and hits a discus clothesline for….three? Mike sounds just as
surprised as I am but it got the pin at 4:48.



Rating: C-. This was just ok. It still amazes me how far Joe
has fallen in just a few years. He’s floated from random feud
to random feud for years now and I still am not clear as to
why that’s happened. This feud continues the theory that tag
wrestling is done in this country, at least for the time
being.

The champs get beaten down with Morgan taking the double team
finisher from Magnus and Joe.

Hardy and Storm say they’ll win with a boom.

AJ wants to get to the bottom of this with Kaz and knows
Daniels is pulling the strings. Here are Daniels and Kaz and
the latter can’t talk to AJ. Daniels talks about how AJ is
always throwing a tantrum about something or other. He says
Kaz doesn’t owe AJ a thing. AJ goes to the floor but Daniels
and Kaz backpedal. Daniels calls AJ a thug so AJ says he’ll
turn around and let Kaz take his head off.

Kaz goes to leave but Daniels directs him to go do it. He goes
to the apron and can’t do it. Daniels goes in and AJ knocks
him to the floor with ease. AJ says Kaz can get in here right
now and shake his hand and we’ll forget all this. The idiots
at the Impact Zone count for some reason as Kaz gets in. AJ
sticks out his hand but Daniels says Kaz isn’t going to do
that so he gets out. Daniels says he’s had it and says he’s
going to propose AJ vs. Kaz.

Jeff Hardy/James Storm vs. Bobby Roode/Bully Ray

Tables match. They manage to stay calm during the big match
intros. SO Sting with a ball bat isn’t enough to keep them
apart but Jeremy Borash is? Weird company man. Beer Money
explodes on a table as Ray tries to suplex Hardy through one,
only for Jeff to hang onto the ropes with his feet. This is
all on the floor. Storm spits beer in Roode’s face. Ray takes
over on Hardy but Storm makes the save. We take a break with
Ray taking a water bottle to the head.



Back with Ray hitting Hardy with a chair. Hardy slingshots Ray
into a post and a table is sent into the ring. Storm and Hardy
try to suplex Roode through the table but Ray moves the table
then takes them both down. It’s one person going through the
table to end it. Roode comes back and stomps Storm to the
floor so it’s Roode and Hardy in the ring now.

A table is set up in the corner and Hardy is almost able to
send Roode through it but Ray makes the save. Ray tries a big
boot through Hardy through the table but Jeff moves, leaving a
hole in the table. Codebreaker takes Ray out but a spinebuster
takes out Storm. Ray puts Hardy’s head against the post and
punches it for awhile.

Storm goes into the steps and Hardy is put on the table in the
ring. Ray goes up but Storm kicks him down. Now Storm goes up
and Roode loads up a superplex through the table but Jeff
moves. Hardy pulls Roode down and hits a Twist so he can put
Roode on the table. Storm elbows Roode through it to win at
14:00.

Rating: C+. Not a bad table match and it was pretty fun on top
of that. I’d assume this will wind up being a fourway for the
title which is fine and would be a good way to shift it over
to Hardy. This was a fun way to end the show as table matches
are  always  popular  for  some  reason  that  I’ve  never  quite
gotten.

Post match, Ray destroys the winners with a chair and Hardy is
powerbombed through a table.

Overall Rating: C-. I’m not a fan of TNA lately. The stories
are all there and mostly make sense, but nothing they’re doing
is  grabbing  me.  Pretty  much  it’s  “this  happens  then  this
happens which leads us to this.” That’s fine, but it’s not
going to get people excited about things. It’s not a bad show
at all but it really isn’t all that interesting. I couldn’t
get into it all night and was just wanting it to end, which



isn’t a good thing.

Results
Tara b. Mickie James and Velvet Sky – Pinned James after a
spinning side slam to Sky
Alex Shelley b. Zema Ion – Sliced Bread #2
ODB/Eric Young b. Angelina Love/Winter – TKO to Love
Matt Morgan b. Samoa Joe – Discus Clothesline
Jeff Hardy/James Storm b. Robert Roode/Bully Ray – Storm put
Roode through a table

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Smackdown – January 25, 2013:
For The First Time, I Really
Want To See Punk vs. Rock
Smackdown
Date:  January 25, 2013
Location: Sleep Train Arena, Sacramento, California
Commentators: Josh Matthews, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the final show before the Rumble and most of what we’re getting on
Sunday is set in stone. Tonight is likely going to be the final push
towards the Rumble which probably means a big brawl at the end of the
show with people being thrown over the top rope a lot. Other than that I
wouldn’t expect much more other than the weekly tag team main event.
Let’s get to it.

Rock is going to be here again tonight to address his attack by the
Shield.

Here’s HELL NO to open the show. Before they say anything though we get a
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recap of the hugging celebration from Raw. JBL: “I even heard a report
that a lion was hugging an antelope on the Serengeti.” Kane says the
champions have plenty of anger in them still (Bryan: “YES!”) and they’ll
prove that on Sunday when they retain the titles (Bryan: “YES!”) and then
he’s going to win the Royal Rumble (Bryan: “YE….”).

Kane talks about how many Rumbles he’s been in and his eleven
eliminations, but Bryan chops his legs off by saying “Yeah, but you’ve
never won the match.” That sums up the argument against Kane for Mr.
Royal Rumble in one sentence. Bryan says that he’ll win and an argument
breaks out, which draws Big Show to the ring. Show says HELL NO has a
1/30 chance of winning the Rumble while Show has a 100% chance of getting
his title back.

Bryan points out that he beat Show for the title last year (it was the
year before that) but Show yells him down. He says that he’ll beat both
of the champions which makes Kane stand up to the Big Show. This brings
out the Rhodes Scholars with Sandow talking about how Kane and Big Show
are underestimating others in the Rumble like Goliath underestimated
David.

Sandow proposes an alliance with Big Show to take out HELL NO. Cue Del
Rio but before the brawling can start, Booker makes a six man tag main
event. Oh and it’s elimination rules. Show charges at Del Rio but gets
his leg kicked out and the Scholars run, sending Show to the floor as
well.

Sheamus vs. Wade Barrett

Why does WWE insist on giving us the same match six or seven times in as
many weeks sometimes? They slug it out to start with Sheamus getting two
off a clothesline. Wade comes back with a dropkick of all things for the
same result and we head to the floor for a bit. As they come back in
Sheamus loads up the forearms in the ropes but Wade comes back with a
guillotine on the ropes and a big boot to send Sheamus to the floor.

We take a break and come back with Sheamus getting clotheslined to the
outside again. As Barrett pounds away on him as he comes back in, Sheamus
comes flying back in with the slingshot shoulder. Now the ten forearms



hit and a Regal Roll gets two on Wade. The Irish Curse gets two but
Barrett blocks White Noise. Sheamus goes up top only to get slammed down
to the mat and superkicked down for two. Barrett goes to the middle rope
and jumps into Sheamus’ boot but he blocks himself before he connects.
Sheamus trips him down though and hits White Noise for no cover. The
Brogue Kick finishes clean at 7:48 shown of 11:18.

Rating: C+. The usual hard hitting match here from these two but how many
times can we see these two do the same stuff over and over again? Also
nice job of having your IC Champion job clean yet again. I know it’s a
worthless point anymore but for goodness’ sake can you go a little while
between their losses?

Video on Rock being attacked by the Shield on Monday.

Heyman and Punk are here.

Natalya vs. Rosa Mendes

Epico, Primo, Horny and Khali are all on commentary here. Rosa takes
Nattie down to the mat with a headscissors as JBL makes short people
jokes. A hair pull puts Natalya down again and it’s off to a modified bow
and arrow hold. Primo asks if we can focus on the match instead of JBL’s
WWE.com show as Rosa gets to the rope to avoid the Sharpshooter. Rosa
dances in the ring so Horny dances on the table. The distraction is
enough for Natalya to hook the Sharpshooter for the submission at 2:46. I
think this was supposed to be funny.

Here are Punk and Heyman with something to say. The champion talks about
how everything that’s coming up is just the surface that he’s about to
scratch. However, one thing can make 432 days go up in smoke, and
that’s…..not The Rock. Actually it’s the Shield that Punk is worried
about because of the stipulation that Vince put into place on Raw. Heyman
pulls out a letter that states if the Shield interferes, Punk loses the
title. Punk talks about how The Shield is a threat to his title reign
because he has no control over them.

The champion calls The Shield to the ring and says he’s not leaving until
they come to the ring. Cue The Shield who Punk preaches to as usual. He



talks about how he’s going to beat Rock on Sunday in the biggest match of
his reign. He’s never asked for or needed Shield’s help because he’s the
best in the world. The Shield surrounds the ring so Punk picks up the
chair he was standing in, causing the trio to back down and head through
the crowd.

Punk says that’s how the champ takes care of business and on Sunday
you’re going to see him take care of The Rock. On Sunday Punk is going to
prove that he’s the best in the world and the greatest of all time. He
says it again and here’s Rock to a huge ovation. Rock says that he
doesn’t care about the Shield because his boot is going inside Punk on
Sunday. There’s clearly an audio edit as Rock says this so maybe he
flubbed the line.

On Sunday Rock is going to wrap his arm around Punk’s chest, lift him in
the air, and then time will stand still. At that point the thought in
Punk’s head won’t be about how he’s the WWE Champion or the best in the
world, but only that it’s over. The Rock has promised that he’s going to
end Punk’s reign and on Sunday, it’s over, if you smell what The Rock is
cooking. This was AWESOME and has me really wanting to see the match for
the first time.

Drew McIntyre vs. Randy Orton

Drew pounds him into the corner to start but Orton hits a bit harder to
take over. There’s the powerslam followed by the backbreaker, but as
Orton loads up the Elevated DDT, Mahal runs in for the DQ at 1:06. He
didn’t touch anyone but it’s a DQ anyway. All three 3MB members get
RKO’s. Was there really a need to protect Drew McIntyre there?

The Miz vs. Darren Young

Cesaro is on commentary here. Young pounds away to start and gets two off
a fast clothesline. We hit the chinlock in about twenty seconds as Cesaro
talks about Albert Einstein. Young pounds away in the corner but Miz
comes back with left hands in the same corner. There’s the running
clothesline as Titus keeps blowing the whistle. Miz gets sick of it and
kicks him in the head before hitting the top rope ax handle. The Finale
is countered and the Figure Four ends this at 1:54. The Figure Four was



at least passable this time but Miz still doesn’t need to be using it.

Rumble By The Numbers. I love this.

30 superstars

1 winner

36 Hall of Famers who have competed in the Rumble

25 main events of Wrestlemania those HOF’ers have competed in

754 losing entrants

39 eliminations by Shawn Michaels, a record

35 eliminations by Kane, good for second place

13 consecutive Rumbles for Kane

11 eliminations by Kane in 2001

201,497lbs that has competed in the Rumble, or over 100 tons or 457 Big
Shows

440,004 people that have attended the Rumble

62:12 that Rey Mysterio stayed in the 2006 Rumble, another record

3 wins for Austin, the most ever

2 seconds that Warlord lasted in 1989

1 second that Santino lasted in 2009

2 is the number of wins for both #1 and #30

4 is the number of wins for entrant #27, the most ever

58% of winners that win a world title at Wrestlemania

HELL NO/Alberto Del Rio vs. Big Show/Rhodes Scholars

This is elimination rules ala Survivor Series. Rhodes and Albeto start



things off with the champion flipping out of a wristlock and hitting a
headscissors out of the corner. A BIG kick to Cody’s head gets two and
it’s back to the armbar. Off to Sandow vs. Bryan with the latter firing
off a bunch of kicks before it’s off to Kane for a chokeslam to eliminate
Sandow at 2:19.

Big Show comes in and is immediately pounded into the corner by Kane. A
running DDT gets two and there’s the top rope clothesline followed by a
regular clothesline to put both giants on the floor. Kane charges into
the knockout punch and is eliminated by countout at 3:40. Big Show
counting along with the referee is a nice touch. We take a break and come
back with Bryan fighting out of some hold by Cody as Big Show offers
encouragement to Rhodes. Didn’t they use to hate each other?

Cody hooks a bow and arrow hold but Bryan escapes pretty quickly.
Simultaneous cross bodies put both guys down but Big Show gets the tag
before Daniel can make one. Bryan fires off kicks to escape a chokeslam
and takes out Big Show’s leg. He goes up top but jumps into a chop before
being sent over the top. Bryan skins the cat but walks into the KO punch
to send him to floor for another countout (and count from Big Show) at
approximately 10:00.

It’s Alberto alone vs. Big Show and the giant knocks him out to the floor
for a nine count. Del Rio gets back in but slides back to the floor to
get himself a breather. Show throws him back in so Alberto kicks him to
the outside for the third countout of the match at approximately 12:00.
So it’s down to Cody vs. Del Rio with Rhodes jumping Alberto from behind.
Alberto comes back with a bunch of clotheslines and a superkick for two.
The corner enziguri is enough for the pin though at 10:02 shown of 13:32.

Rating: C+. The countouts were a nice idea but having three of them was
probably too much. It is good to have the guys in the title match square
off before the title match though and having Del Rio get a countout win
is probably the best thing they could have done. This was a pretty good
idea although more of the tag teams interacting would have been nice.

Post match Big Show lays out Alberto and covers him with the announce
table just like Alberto did to him. Show counts to ten in both English



and Spanish for good measure to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. This show was all about setting up the Rumble and I
can’t fault them there. The world title matches were well pushed and we
covered the Rumble itself back on Monday. The wrestling here was the
weakest part of the show and even that wasn’t all that bad. The show show
didn’t add anything new but it did a good job of reenforcing what was
already there. Pretty solid but not great show here.

Results

Sheamus b. Wade Barrett – Brogue Kick

Natalya b. Rosa Mendes – Sharpshooter

Randy Orton b. Drew McIntyre via DQ when Jinder Mahal interfered

The Miz b. Darren Young – Figure Four Leg Lock

HELL NO/Alberto Del Rio b. Rhodes Scholars/Big Show – Enziguri to Rhodes

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

On This Day: January 25, 1995
– Clash of the Champions XXX:
That’s One Weird Elbow
Clash  of the Champions 30
Date: January 25, 1995
Location: Casear’s Palace, Las Vegas, Nevada
Attendance: 3,200
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Bobby Heenana

Back to 1995 WCW because all of the time I had suffered
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through it wasn’t enough I guess. This is another attempt by
me to end this far too long stretch of stuff I’ve done with
WCW.  Tonight,  the  main  event  is  Hogan/Savage  vs.
Butcher/Sullivan  and  we  also  get  Sting  vs.  Avalanche
because…well because someone has to fight him I suppose. I’m
not looking forward to this but let’s get to it.

We run down the card which includes a video of Savage shaking
Hogan’s hand instead of slapping him in the face at Starrcade.
You know, because that would have made things interesting and
such.

Flair may be here, despite being retired.

TV Title: Arn Anderson vs. Johnny B. Badd

This was voted on by fans. Anderson has Colonel Parker with
him as manager at this point and is champion. This is a
rematch after Anderson stole the title earlier in the month.
Fans are walking around in droves in the crowd. Badd takes
over and Anderson chills in the corner to break the momentum.
Anderson takes over for a few seconds but for some reason
tries to go up top. His career record up there is worse than
Flair’s so Badd dropkicks him down to the floor.

Badd adds a big dive to the floor and works on the arm in the
ring. The idea here is that Anderson can’t keep up with Badd’s
speed.  The  announcers  talk  about  how  WCW  had  the  only
wrestling show in the top 100 cable shows. This is pre-Nitro
so that’s on the weekends only, which is pretty impressive.
Johnny tries to jump over Arn in the corner but gets caught
and clotheslined on the top like a Stun Gun.

Off  to  a  chinlock  which  doesn’t  last  long  and  Arn  keeps
control. He sets for the traditional jump off the rope into
the boot but Arn, ever the genius (no sarcasm) landso n his
feet and drops an elbow for two. Badd starts his comeback and
knocks Anderson out cold to the floor. Colonel Parker pours
water on Anderson and Chase the Manager begins. Badd comes in



but gets caught in a DDT to end this.

Rating: D+. This started off pretty well but after that it
fell apart quickly. This feud would go on at least until
Uncensored where they had a boxing match for not much of a
reason. This went nowhere after it became a kick and punch and
chinlock match. It could have been worse, but this was a
clearly screwy ending coming a mile away.

Kevin Sullivan says that Flair and Vader both may be here plus
a guest for Vader. Sullivan says that even though Hogan is
surrounded by friends, he’s going to get stabbed in the back.
Butcher (Beefcake) says nothing significant in his heel promo.

Video on Alex Wright, who was a hot commodity at this point.

Alex Wright vs. Bobby Eaton

This was far more common back in the day: take a guy like
Eaton and put him in the ring with a guy like Wright and let
Eaton make Wright look great. It was very common back in the
day and very effective. Wright grabs an armbar which doesn’t
last long. A headscissors takes Alex down but we’re right back
to the arm again. Alex misses a dive and lands on the top rope
as Eaton takes over.

Eaton hooks a chinlock and this isn’t going anywhere for the
most part. Wright grabs a suplex but hurts his own neck on it
to shift momentum again. Spinwheel kick puts him down and a
missile dropkick gets two. This really isn’t as good as they
were expecting I don’t think. Cross body for two. Eaton pops
up out of nowhere and hits the Alabama Jam (top rope legdrop)
for two but Wright hits another cross body for two.

Rating: D. This didn’t do much at all for me here. The first
few minutes were really boring and then after that, the whole
thing was nothing but Wright hitting something for two and
then hitting another one of something he hit earlier for the
pin. I know Eaton was good but this didn’t work at all for me.



Gene talks about Hogan vs. Vader and how they can’t fight
until SuperBrawl. Here’s Vader (US Champion at this point) who
says Race might be here tonight and he has a ticket for him.
He asks who is the man and gets a mixed response. Vader has
looked for Hogan everywhere but there’s been no Hulk. He says
Hogan is hiding but Vader will have a ticket tonight.

Tag Titles: Harlem Heat vs. Stars N Stripes

Bagwell/Patriot  are  the  challengers.  And  they’re  late.
Instead….here’s Ric Flair. He was retired at this point due to
the  events  of  Halloween  Havoc.  Heenan  goes  over  to  shake
Flair’s hand, being the suckup that he is. Flair takes a seat
in the front row. Here are Stars N Stripes. Booker vs. Bagwell
to start with Bagwell hammering away. This is a return match
after the Heat basically stole the titles.

Bagwell dropkicks him to the floor and the challengers clear
the  ring.  The  fans  chant  USA.  Why  can’t  Harlem  Heat  be
patriotic? They’re from New York which is certainly part of
the United States. Patriot hammers away on Stevie and works on
the arm a bit. Really basic tag match here and not much to say
for the first three to five minutes.

Bagwell is getting beaten down at the moment, taking that
spinning forearm smash for two. The fans show their anti-New
York sentiment again. The announcers talk about why Vader has
two seats at ringside since Harley Race isn’t here. Heenan:
“Maybe he’s going to use the other chair to crack Hogan over
the head.” A few seconds of silence pass. Tony: “Maybe he’s
going to use the other chair as a weapon.” Heenan never got a
break.

The champions keep beating down Bagwell but Sherri gets on the
apron to keep the tag from being noticed. The American comes
in anyway and everything breaks down. Sherri’s shoe comes in
somehow and Bagwell gets an O’Connor Roll on Stevie. Booker
kicks his head off to reverse the control though and the Heat



keeps the titles.

Rating: D. Total meh match here. This felt like they were told
there had to be a tag title match so here’s a quick one so
that we can say we had one. It’s not that the match is bad but
rather that it’s painfully boring. The Heat would hold the
titles for like 5 months until the Nasty Boys won them after
they lost them. Long story, don’t ask.

The Monster Maniacs (Hogan/Savage) say exactly what you would
expect them to say.

Off to the Control Center which discusses SuperBrawl. One of
the things we learn here: Vader has a ticket to tonight’s
show. Top notch reporting there Gene!

Sting vs. Avalanche

Guardian Angel (Big Boss Man) is guest referee. Big brawl to
start and I think it’s going to be a safe bet that if you’ve
seen one of these Sting vs. monster matches you’ve seen them
all. Flair has left his seat. Avalanche drops an Earthquake on
Sting but poses instead of covering. You know, because THAT
has a great track record. There’s a powerslam for two. Sting
takes him down and does the falling headbutt to the balls
spot. There’s the Splash in the corner and make it two of
them. Ok three and the fourth sets up a slam for the Scorpion
to end this.

Rating: C-. Dull match but Sting’s incredible charisma helped
it a lot. The splashes in the corner worked well enough and
the slam is always impressive. The inherent problem with WCW
at this time though was that none of these monsters ever got a
pin, which really hurt things after awhile because this feud
would go on for almost a year.

Nick Patrick came out to call the submission. Angel got in
Sting’s face and they brawled, with Angel helping for a double
beatdown on Sting. Alex Wright and Stars and Stripes make the



save.

Angel says he was disrespected. He says he’s Big Bubba Rogers
again.

Hulk Hogan/Randy Savage vs. Kevin Sullivan/The Butcher

Vader is up and all annoyed for Hogan’s entrance. Flair is
back in his seat now also. Hogan and Butcher are set to start
us off but Butcher stalls like a true southern man. Savage
comes in and this is totally one sided to start us off, which
is about what you would expect. Back to Hogan who beats on
Beefcake even more. Hogan hits a jumping knee (called a boot
by that moron Schiavone) but Butcher hooks the sleeper, which
put Hogan out at the last Clash.

Now we get one of the weirdest moments ever in wrestling
history. Butcher puts Hogan out with the sleeper but lets go
early ala Adrian Adonis at Mania 3. The heels celebrate so
Savage comes in to wake Hogan up. It doesn’t work, so Savage
goes up top and drops the big elbow on Hogan. For absolutely
no logical reason at all, this wakes Hogan up and he’s fine
again. WHAT SENSE IS THAT SUPPOSED TO MAKE??? I mean who came
up with that idea??? Cocaine is a powerful drugs kid.

The heels start cheating and take over with evil tactics,
including  throwing  Savage  to  the  floor.  It  turns  into  a
standard tag match with Butcher and Sullivan hammering away on
Savage. Savage is on the floor and is all shaky as Hogan
checks on him. I think they’re playing up that he might have a
concussion without saying he’s got a concussion. Back inside
he gets rammed by the Tree of Woe because Hogan got drawn into
the ring.

The sleeper doesn’t work and Savage kicks Brutus away for the
hot tag to Hogan. Notice the pretty weak pop for him coming in
for the save WCW. Everything breaks down and Savage drops the
elbow on Brutus but Hogan gets to drop the leg for the pin,
because goodness knows we can’t have the new guy get the pin.



Rating: D+. It’s just a main event tag match and not a very
good  one.  The  problems  that  WCW  had  are  really  showing
themselves here: Hogan never loses. I mean he never even got
close  to  losing.  He  never  broke  a  sweat  here  and  Savage
doesn’t even get the pinfall. Also, having Kevin Sullivan and
Brutus Beefcake as the top heels didn’t help anything. Vader
got beaten up by Hogan so much that he gave up and went to the
WWF.

Vader comes in post match for the big staredown. Vader beats
him down easily and powerbombs him….and Hogan pops right back
up, showing that Vader has zero chance at all of beating him
clean. Hogan and Savage clear the ring and stand tall. As
Vader leaves, he manages to plug the show: “The champ goes
down February 19 in Baltimore. Be there and witness history!”
He shouts that at the camera as he leaves. See how simply you
can add something to the show’s build? Why is that so hard? Oh
because we need things trending on Twitter right?

Hogan and Savage pose for two minutes to end this. Running
short on time I guess.

Overall Rating: D. This was boring. That sums up WCW in this
year:  everything  was  predictable  and  only  Hogan  and  his
friends got significant time. Not an interesting show at all
and not even a big commercial for SuperBrawl (which sucked)
really. It wouldn’t be helped at all until Giant came in
around October to FINALLY give Hogan a challenge. Bad show,
and this whole year isn’t worth watching.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews



Royal  Rumble  Count-Up:  2013
Redo – 2011: The Ending Still
Makes Me Jump
Royal Rumble 2011
Date: January 30, 2011
Location: TD Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Attendance: 15,113
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Matt Striker

This is a weird Rumble as for one year only they tried having forty
people in the Rumble instead of the usual thirty. It didn’t quite work so
they never tried it again, but for this year as a result there are only
four matches on the whole card: two world titles, a Divas match and the
Rumble itself. This is one of those rumbles I barely remember. Let’s get
to it.

The opening video is exactly what you would expect.

Smackdown World Title: Edge vs. Dolph Ziggler

Edge is defending and if he uses the spear here, Ziggler wins the title
because Vickie is a crooked boss. Dolph takes over early and pounds on
Edge in the corner but gets whipped across the ring to shift momentum.
This is during Cole’s heel phase so he’s very annoying at this point. A
gutbuster gets two for the champion and he takes things to the floor.
Ziggler is rammed into the apron and the barricade for good measure as
Edge stands tall.

As they come back in, Ziggler grabs a neckbreaker for two and hits an
elbow to the chest. Off to a chinlock as Dolph stays on the neck. The
fans cheer for Edge of course and he fights up, only to get caught in a
middle rope sunset flip. Edge comes back with a slingshot into the buckle
and now Dolph is in trouble. A rollup out of the corner gets two for Edge
but Dolph hits another neckbreaker for two of his own.
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Off to the chinlock until Edge rolls out to the apron. Ziggler knocks him
into the barricade and it’s back inside for the chinlock. Edge fights up
but they both try cross bodies to put both guys down. Ziggy misses a
Stinger Splash in the corner and Edge catches him in a flapjack to put
both guys down again. Edge counters the Fameasser into a sitout powerbomb
for two more but he can’t follow up.

The champion goes up but has to fight out of a superplex. Ziggler gets
knocked down and hit by a top rope cross body, only for Ziggler to roll
through for two. Now the fans start cheering for Ziggler as he gets two
off a dropkick. The Zig Zag misses and Edge busts out the Edgecator of
all things. Dolph grabs the rope so Edge dives at him on said ropes, only
to clothesline himself on them.

The Fameasser gets two and both guys are down again. A big boot puts
Ziggler down for about the seventh time and Edge gets into spear
position. Like an idiot, Vickie reminds him of this, allowing Dolph to
catch Edge in the sleeper. Edge rolls out of it and hits the Impaler for
two as Vickie pulls the referee out of the ring. Vickie slaps Edge but
the champion dodges a charging Dolph into a rollup for two.

She slaps Edge AGAIN so here’s Kelly Kelly to take Vickie down. In the
melee the Zig Zag hits for two and a BIG pop on the kickout. There’s the
sleeper and while trying to escape it, Edge knocks the referee down. Edge
escapes the hold with a kind of Stunner and realizes there’s no referee
or Vickie so there’s the spear to Ziggler. The referee wakes up and Edge
hits an Unprettier to retain the title.

Rating: A-. Good stuff here again although the ending is kind of stupid.
Eventually Edge would be stripped of the title for using the spear (I
can’t remember if it was here or another match) and Ziggler would have a
stupid 45 minutes or less reign. I don’t think anyone, including Dolph,
considers that a real reign but hey, Ziggler is a former world champion
so we have to respect him, right WWE?

We recap Orton vs. Miz. The champion Miz cashed in MITB on Orton back in
November and beat him in a tables match at TLC. Tonight it’s an actual
match which means Miz is likely in trouble.



Miz says he’ll win.

Raw World Title: The Miz vs. Randy Orton

Miz has Riley with him here. Orton pounds away to start as Cole is
already on his knees to suck Miz off. The champ is knocked out to the
floor and gets sent into the barricades a few time. Back in and Orton
kicks him in the face before stomping away a bit. Cole is already on one
of his rants about how noble Miz is in comparison to Edge. Orton chokes
on the ropes a bit as Cole says that Orton should have stated in advance
that he wanted to brawl.

Riley finally guillotines Orton on the top rope to give Miz a chance.
Orton shrugs the offense off and slugs Miz down, only to miss a running
knee in the corner. Cole stays on his rant about how awesome Miz is as
Riley interferes some more. Cole high fives Riley and Miz hooks a
chinlock for a bit. Striker continues his brilliance by saying Miz is
working on the midsection to set up the SKULL Crushing Finale. A running
knee to Orton’s face gets two and it’s back to the chinlock.

Randy blocks a German Suplex and elbows Miz down to break the momentum.
Miz comes right back with a big boot to the face for two and the champion
is getting frustrated. Miz goes up and gets crotched right back down,
allowing Orton to hit his daddy’s superplex for two. Randy starts his
comeback with the clotheslines and the backbreaker to send Miz to the
apron. Why would you go there against Orton? Perhaps it’s because he can
backdrop Orton out to the floor to counter and have Riley stomp away a
bit.

A top rope ax handle gets two for Miz so he pounds away on Orton’s head.
Back to the chinlock but Orton fights out of this one much faster. Not
that it matters though as Orton gets sent through the ropes and out to
the floor where Miz catapults him into the post. Orton gets back in at
nine and is all fired up, only to get punched into the corner. Randy
comes back with a clothesline and the powerslam before hitting the circle
stomp.

Riley breaks up something like a powerbomb, allowing Miz to hit a
modified Reality Check for two. Both finishers are countered and Orton



hits an Angle Slam of all things for two. I vaguely remember him using
that around this time. Miz’s attempt at walking out fails but he gets in
something we can’t see for two back inside.

Randy gets two off a rollup and there’s the Elevated DDT. Orton loads up
the RKO but here’s the New Nexus for a distraction. Riley tries to come
in but in a great looking spot, Orton LAUNCHES Riley over the top (and
over the referee) onto Nexus. The RKO hits but Punk runs in with a GTS to
keep the belt on Miz. Cole literally jumps for joy.

Rating: B. I was digging this match a lot and the ending would wind up
making a lot more sense than it does on paper here. While Punk would
obviously go on to feud with Punk for a few months, Miz would face Jerry
Lawler of all people at Elimination Chamber before moving on to the main
event of Wrestlemania. Good stuff here though and one of Miz’s best
matches ever. Gee you hear that a lot when Orton is the opponent don’t
you?

Dashing Cody Rhodes will not be here tonight because of his shattered
face. This would lead to Dr. Cody Doom which was pretty awesome and then
wound up being wasted.

Fans say who they think is going to win the Rumble.

Divas Title: Natalya vs. Laycool

Nattie beat them in a handicap match to win the title and this is the
rematch. Before anything gets going though, we have an e-mail from the
anonymous GM. We’re going to make it a four way just for the sake of
making it a fourway and we want to have a new champion.

Divas Title: Michelle McCool vs. Layla vs. Eve Torres vs. Natalya

Nattie is defending as I said and this is one fall to a finish. Laycool
goes after both other chicks to start and Eve gets double teamed. Natalya
comes back with a slingshot to send Layla into Michelle as Matt actually
tries to analyze this match. We get down to Laycool squaring off but
before they do anything, Eve and Nattie come back in.

Layla breaks up the Sharpshooter on Eve so Natalya puts the Sharpshooter



on BOTH OF THEM AT ONCE. Layla hits the neckbreaker on Eve to send her to
the floor but Michelle kicks Eve out to the floor. Michelle misses a bit
boot and takes Layla’s head off by mistake. She and the champ fight to
the floor, allowing Eve to sneak in and steal the pin with a moonsault.

Rating: D+. That might become my default rating for Divas matches as most
of them fall into the same category: not bad but nothing worth seeing at
all for the most part. The double Sharpshooter was cool but it’s a five
second sequence out of a five minute match. Also, why am I supposed to be
excited about Eve winning the title when she wasn’t even important enough
to put into the match in the first place?

Michelle is mad because she had Natalya covered at the same time but the
referee didn’t see it.

A cleanshaven Daniel Bryan is excited for the Rumble because he could
win. He’s with Gail at this point and the Bells come up to offer their
condolences for trying to hook up with Bryan. The Bellas imply they’re
better looking than Gail and a fight breaks out.

Rumble By The Numbers time!

40 entrants

1 winner

24 winners

656 losing entrants

39 eliminations by Shawn, a record

26 WWE Hall of Famers who have competed

183,932lbs that has competed in the Rumble, or 92 tons or 492 Big Shows

2 women who have competed in the Rumble

11 eliminations by Kane in 2001, a record

13 straight Rumbles for Kane, also a record



62:12 Mysterio lasted in the 2006 Rumble

1 second, the record for shortest time in the Rumble, held by Santino
Marella

3 wins by Austin

2, the number of wins that spot #1 has produced, the same as #30

70% of winners have gone on to win the title at Mania

Royal Rumble

40 entrants this year and it’s Punk at #1 and before #2 comes out, here’s
the Corre (Barrett, Jackson, Slater and Gabriel) to surround Punk. They
jump him until Punk’s Nexus guys come out for the save. The GM sends an
e-mail that says everyone not named CM Punk needs to get out or they’re
out of the Rumble. Anyway Daniel Bryan is #2 and the internet explodes.

They speed things up to start and Bryan fires off some kicks to the ribs.
Striker talks about how the internet loves this match as Bryan is sent to
the apron. The dueling chants begin and Bryan misses a dropkick in the
corner. Justin Gabriel is #3 and immediately goes after Punk. Bryan
clotheslines CM down and Gabriel misses the 450, allowing Bryan to dump
Justin out.

Zack Ryder, still a heel, is #4. He immediately takes Bryan down and hits
the Broski Boot to both guys. Bryan launches Ryder into the air for a
Rough Ryder into Punk, only to get dumped to the floor by Daniel. Back to
Punk vs. Bryan until William Regal is #5. He starts busting out the knees
to the face and some suplexes before hitting the knee trembler to Punk.
The student and the teacher (Bryan and Regal) slug it out before Punk
kicks the teacher in the head. Bryan kicks Punk in the head for kicking
Regal in the head and only Daniel is left standing.

Ted DiBiase is #6 along with Maryse. Bryan rips off kicks to Regal before
trying to dump Ted out. John Morrison is #7 to a BIG pop. He comes in
(after slipping) with a slingshot kick to Regal and the Flying Chuck to
Punk. A C4 takes Bryan down but DiBiase dumps Morrison to the apron. As
Regal is eliminated, we get at the time the best Rumble save ever, as



Morrison is knocked from the apron but catches himself on the barricade.
His feet never touch as he pulls himself up to the barricade, tightrope
walks down to the steps, jumps to said steps, kicks Regal in the head,
and gets back in. That blew my mind live.

Yoshi Tatsu (Striker calls him the Poison Fist of the Pacific Rim because
Striker likes to think he’s smart) is #8 and goes right after Punk. Husky
Harris is #9 and he beats everyone not named Punk before standing guard
over his leader. Chavo Guerrero is #10 as these intervals are getting
really short. Chavo loads up Three Amigos on DiBiase but Punk breaks it
up. Now Punk takes two of them but Morrison breaks it up at two. So this
time Morrison takes two suplexes but BRYAN breaks it up and finally
Daniel takes all three suplexes.

Chavo takes Harris down with a middle rope missile dropkick and Mark
Henry is #11. For some reason Chavo dives on him and is immediately
dumped out. Yoshi is sent out as well as JTG is #12. Michael McGillicutty
is #13 and he takes out JTG almost immediately before teaming up with
Harris to dump DiBiase. Christ Masters is #14 and puts Punk to the apron
with the Masterlock unti McGillicutty makes the save. Masters and Bryan
slug it out until Otunga is #15, giving Punk and the Nexus four members.

They gang up on and toss Bryan pretty easily and there goes Masters as
well. There goes Morrison too and the elimination of Henry clears the
ring. Tyler Reks from ECW gets to come in at #16 and you can figure out
what happens to him in about 40 seconds. Vladimir Kozlov is #17 but the
numbers catch up with him and it’s Punk who gets to do the honors. We’re
just waiting for Cena to come out now.

Instead it’s R-Truth at #18 and it’s the same result. The only highlight
is Punk hitting the knee in the corner and saying WHAT’S UP with a big
goofy grin on his face. There goes Truth but Great Khali returns at #19
to scare Punk half to death. He fights all of the Nexus off and manages
to dump Harris which is a big breakthrough. Khali chops Punk down and
Mason Ryan, also of the Nexus, is #20. After a brief slugout he puts
Khali out and we’re right back where we were.

In our second major return of the Rumble, Booker T is #21 and Striker



FREAKS. Booker fires off as many kicks as he can and hits the Bookend on
McGillicutty. You know we’re getting the Spinarooni but Ryan throws
Booker out as soon as it’s over. Punk: “WE’RE GOING TO WRESTLEMANIA!” All
hope seems to be lost but heeeeeeeeeeeere’s Cena at #22. The hometown boy
charges at the ring and puts out McGillicutty, Ryan and Otunga to get us
down to one on one.

Cena pounds away and escapes the GTS before a double clothesline puts
both guys down. Hornswoggle is #23 and is immediately kicked down by
Punk. Atta boy CM! Punk loads up the GTS but Cena escapes and this the AA
to toss Punk out. In next is Tyson Kidd at #24 and he gets caught between
Cena and Horny. The Swogg busts out a headscissors before Cena hits the
AA. In a decent visual, Horny hits an AA of his own allowing for the
elimination by Cena.

Heath Slater is #25 and DEAR GOODNESS he looks hilarious in trunks. He
might be as pale as Sheamus used to be and the visual is horrible. Horny
hits some Sweet Shin Music and a Stunner followed by a double Five
Knuckle Shuffle. There’s a Tadpole Splash and Slater is gone. Cole sounds
like he’s about to be sick. Kofi Kingston is #26 and this should be
interesting. Kofi fires off some kicks of course followed by some punches
in the corner until Jack Swagger is #27.

Cole talks about the luck of #27 and Jerry correctly points out that the
number is lucky in 30 man matches, not 40. Swagger hits the Vader Bomb on
both full sized guys but as he goes after Hornswoggle, Kofi cross bodies
Swagger down. There’s the Boom Drop with horny as a stepping stone and
it’s King Sheamus at #28. Cena takes the Irish Curse and there’s only
Horny left to face Sheamus. Horny loads up Sweet Shin Music but Cena
saves Horny from elimination. The tiny man loads up the Tadpole Splash
but gets Brogue Kicked out, thank goodness.

Mysterio is #29 and he hits a pair of headscissors on Swagger and Sheamus
but Sheamus breaks up the 619. Trouble in Paradise takes Sheamus down but
Swagger takes Kofi down. Rey hits a headscissors to put Swagger on the
apron and a 619 gets the elimination. Wade Barrett is #30 and it turns
into a bunch of mini brawls. Winds of Change take Cena down and Ziggler
is #31. There’s a pretty big talent pool in there at the moment with



Cena, Mysterio, Sheamus, Kingston, Ziggler and Barrett.

Barrett and Dolph go after Cena but Mysterio makes a save for no apparent
reason. Diesel is the final big return at #32 and there’s your big pop.
This is the appearance that set up Diesel vs. HHH and Punk for the latter
half of the year. Everyone is stunned but I think it’s just at how black
Diesel has gotten his hair. That’s some high quality polish. We get a
Diesel chant and he cleans house in a much more effective way than you
would expect. Diesel’s style is really good for something like this as he
does so many basic moves but he’s so big that they look that much more
impressive.

Drew McIntyre is #33 and we get a LOUD let’s go Diesel chant. Diesel gets
caught in 619 position and in a very rare occurrence, the move gets
booed. Alex Riley is #34 and Cole loses his mind when Miz’s music hits
again. Diesel misses a big boot and gets kicked out by Barrett. The
DIESEL chant rocks the Garden as Miz sits in on commentary. Big Show is
in at #35, so Striker talks about how much taller Show is than the
tallest player in the NHL. For once I agree with Cole when he says “WHO
CARES???” We know Big Show is tall, and simply telling us he’s taller
than a guy who is 6’9 doesn’t change anything.

Show and Diesel have a staredown in the aisle which is a FAR better (and
actual) illustration of how big Show is. McIntyre and Sheamus get dropped
by Show and there’s a chokeslam for Barrett. Show dumps Ziggler as Cena
dumps Riley. Show shoves McIntyre out as Big Zeke is #36. He immediately
throws out Show to a shockingly non-reaction. We have Barrett, Jackson,
Kingston, Cena, Mysterio and Sheamus at the moment.

Santino is #37 and literally immediately breaks his record of 1 second in
the Rumble. Jackson almost immediately decks him and knocks Santino to
the mat and out to the floor which isn’t an elimination. Remember that.
Jackson tries to put Cena out and Del Rio is #38. He’s still new at this
point and hasn’t gotten on almost everyone’s nerves yet.

Striker tells us that Riley has been eliminated five minutes after it
happens. Not only is he annoying but he’s a bad broadcaster on top of
that. Alberto wisely takes forever to get into the ring as Miz’s voice



sounds really hoarse. By long enough I mean Orton jumps him in the aisle
at #39. There’s a quick RKO to Del Rio and one for Sheamus as well. A
third hits Kofi and he’s gone. Sheamus is out too and it’s time for Cena
vs. Orton. John points to the sign but Kane’s pyro goes off at #40 to
complete the field and scare Cena to death.

So we’ve got Cena, Mysterio, Barrett, Jackson, Del Rio, Orton and Kane in
the ring. I’ve seen far worse. Kane focuses on Orton and hits the side
slam, only to be run over by Big Zeke. Jackson misses a charge though and
goes out via a low bridge. Mysterio jumps into a chokeslam grip but Rey
headscissors him out, only to be dumped by Barrett. Orton goes after
Alberto while Cena beats up Barrett. Cena gets sent to the apron but gets
back in via a shoulder to Wade’s ribs.

Things slow down again and NOW we get Cena vs. Orton. The fans barely
react to it though so Barrett breaks it up. There’s an AA to Del Rio and
here’s Riley again. He distracts Cena enough to have Miz run in and dump
Cena to get us down to Orton, Barrett and Del Rio in the ring. There’s
the backbreaker to Del Rio and Orton dumps Barrett, only to have Alberto
sneak in on him to win the Rumble.

Rating: A. This was a VERY well done Rumble as they hit the three act
structure and had a great balance of main event guys as well as new stars
and legends. While it doesn’t seem like a big shock now, Del Rio had only
been around for about four months. This would be like a member of the
Shield winning the Rumble in 2013. Excellent Rumble though and one of the
best ever.

Del Rio celebrates…….AND SANTINO CRAWLS BACK IN! He went UNDER remember
so the match isn’t over yet. Del Rio doesn’t see him coming and Santino
hits the Cobra! Cole: “OH MY GOD!!!” He goes for the elimination but Del
Rio reverses and dumps Santino out to really win. I remember watching
this and my heart STOPPED as soon as Santino got back in. The exact words
I said: “THEY WOULDN’T! THEY COULDN’T! Oh they didn’t.” This makes the
match even better as the fans LOST IT when he got back in.

Ricardo is literally on the floor screaming Del Rio to end the show.

Overall Rating: A. The worst and only bad match was the Divas and you had



looks in that one so how can this be anything below great? 2011 was the
start of the good period for WWE and they kicked it off with a bang with
a great Rumble here. This is an excellent show and well worth checking
out. Good stuff here.

Ratings Comparison

Edge vs. Dolph Ziggler

Original: A-

Redo: A-

Miz vs. Randy Orton

Original: B

Redo: B

Eve Torres vs. Natalya vs. Layla vs. Michelle McCool

Original: D

Redo: D+

Royal Rumble

Original: A

Redo: A

Overall Rating

Original: A

Redo: A

This is why I don’t see the point in redoing the newer shows: my taste
hasn’t changed much.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/01/30/royal-rumble-2011-his-name-is-al

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/01/30/royal-rumble-2011-his-name-is-alberto-del-rio/


berto-del-rio/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Next Week: Five by Five
Stay  tuned.

Monday Night Raw – November
22,  1993  (Survivor  Series
Showdown): The Lost Episode
Monday  Night Raw (Survivor Series Showdown)
Date: November 22, 1993
Location: Fernwood Resort, Bushkill, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Gorilla Monsoon, Jim Ross

I’m not sure why this is a significant show but apparently it’s a “lost”
episode of Raw because both this and some other episode of Raw was listed
as production #41 and therefore this isn’t part of the 1000 episodes of
Raw. Given how hard it was to figure out which episode was #100 and #200
etc, this doesn’t surprise me at all. This is the go home show for the
Survivor Series and may be called Survivor Series Showdown. Let’s get to
it.

Yep it’s the special. Based on what I can find, there was no official Raw
for this date but it’s WWF so are you expecting them to be able to pull

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/01/30/royal-rumble-2011-his-name-is-alberto-del-rio/
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off this counting thing? This may or may not have been a clipped version
of another show called Survivor Series Showdown that aired the previous
day which I’ll get to eventually.

Vince and Bobby are in the studio and talk about all of the eliminations
of the upcoming main event Survivor Series match. Tatanka has been
injured and replaced by Undertaker, just like Pierre being replaced by
Crush. Jerry Lawler is also out for legal reasons (a 13 year old made up
a story that he raped her but he would be back pretty quickly so Shawn is
replacing him in the match against the Harts. Mr. Perfect also might have
allowed for Randy Savage to replace him. So why was Heenan so shocked
when Savage showed up?

WWF World Title: Bret Hart vs. Yokozuna

There’s an opening match for you. Yoko is defending as I’m guessing this
is the end of a TV taping or something. The champion shoves Bret around
to start but gets dropkicked out to the floor for his efforts. JR points
out the flaw of the USA chant but Gorilla brushes it off. Yoko stays on
the floor for about two minutes without being counted out somehow. Back
in (finally) and Bret pounds away before throwing on a sleeper.

That goes about as well as you would expect for a small guy trying a
sleeper on a monster so the champion takes over again. A knee drop
crushes Bret and Yoko rips at his face for a bit. The Canadian is sent to
the floor where Fuji gets in a cheap shot with the flag and we take a
break. Back with Bret pounding away out of the corner but getting taken
down by a cheap shot to the throat.

Off to the nerve hold by the champion which lasts for a good long while.
Bret fights up and charges into Yoko for no good reason and bounces out
to the floor as you would expect. Yoko follows him out and gets sent into
the steps to no effect, so there’s a chair shot to Hart’s back. More
chair shots keep Bret down and we take a second break. Back with Yoko
hitting the fat man legdrop for no cover.



Yoko misses a big charge in the corner and Bret has his rocking. The Hart
Attack clothesline is enough for two but Bret has to deck Fuji before he
can follow up. Hart goes up but dives into a bearhug but immediately
bites his way out of it. A middle rope bulldog is enough for another two
as the fans are WAY into it now.

The middle rope elbow hits but Bret might have hut his knee in the
process. The Canadian goes up again but dives into a belly to belly as
both guys are down again. The champ misses a splash so Bret hooks the
Sharpshooter but Owen walks to ringside for absolutely no apparent
reason. Fuji hits Bret with the bucket so Owen runs in and hits Yoko with
the same bucket for the DQ.

Rating: B. When you can drag a good match out of the fat man Yoko, you
can tell you’ve got something special on your hands. This was a LONG
match too, hitting nearly half an hour which was unthinkable for a free
TV match back in the day. Owen coming out was foreshadowing the heel turn
on Wednesday. Yeah Survivor Series was on Wednesday in 1993.

We’re going to get a feature on Stu and Helen Hart later. That could be
good.

Survivor Series Report. This was a segment you would get around PPV time
which was a rundown of the card and a few quick promos from people on the
show. Part of this is a clip of Doink saying that he’ll have Four Doinks
of his own on Wednesday (he wouldn’t be one of them) in one of the worst
matches I’ve ever seen. We also get a clip of Team IRS fighting amongst
themselves.

Marty Jannetty vs. IRS

Before this match we get a gem from Vince: “Tonight it’s Marty Jannetty
vs. IRS but this Wednesday night on the PPV they’ll be opposing each
other.” Slow match to start with IRS hitting a slam and then backing off.
Marty does the same and dropkicks IRS to the floor as we take a break.



Back with IRS holding a chinlock followed by an abdominal stretch as the
fans chant Irwin. Marty fights back with right hands and a knee lift for
two. A sunset flip gets two for Marty and a suplex gets two for IRS but
his big running clothesline gets the pin on Marty out of nowhere. Yeah
that was his finisher.

Rating: D. This was really dull for the most part until it picked up ever
so slightly at the end of the match. IRS was the captain of the team due
to having no one else that was head and shoulders above his partners.
That’s not true as Diesel was on the team but you get what I mean.
Jannetty would actually get the winning pin on Sunday I believe.

Vince tops himself by saying “an excellent matchup there but it has
nothing to do with the Survivor Series.” So why did you put it on the
card dude?

We go to the “Hart Family house” with Reo Rogers, a parody of Dusty
Rhodes as performed by Bruce Prichard. Shawn is here too and even though
it’s the dead of night, they go up to the door and a REALLY old woman
answers the door. We go inside (where there is a camera waiting) and a
Bret poster on the wall. There’s a tiny Owen one next to it as the turn
is pushed even further. They go to see an old “Stu” but Vince cuts it off
and ends the show. Dang that could have been funny stuff.

Overall Rating: B-. The show is an hour long and one match is nearly half
of that. Since that match is good, how can you not say the whole show was
solid? The PPV wound up being pretty terrible and the world title match
here was better than anything on there, but that’s the nature of 1993.
Decent show here but it’s nothing worth going out of your way to see.

Here’s Survivor Series if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/10/30/survivor-series-count-up-2012-ed
ition-1993-good-old-fashioned-american-xenophobia/
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Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Impact  Wrestling  –  January
24, 2013: Aces And 8’s Looks
Strong. You Read That Right.
Impact Wrestling
Date: January 24, 2013
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Todd Keneley, Tazz

So the wedding was last week and as most weddings do, it drew a good
audience. The main surprise from last week’s events though was that Tazz
was introduced as the newest member of Aces and 8’s. While shocking, it
doesn’t address the main issues the team has. Kennedy is their biggest
star I guess, but that doesn’t really make them intimidating. This stable
is almost eight months old. Don’t you think it’s time we got a bit more
out of them? Oh and Hardy defends against Daniels tonight. Let’s get to
it.

We open with a long recap from last week.

Keneley and Tenay are disturbed by Tazz’s actions.

There’s kind of an opening sequence now.

Here are Aces and 8’s to open things up with Tazz leading the way. Tazz
immediately gives us more about the team than we’ve gotten in the time
they’ve been around: they’re out for revenge and redemption and they have
a higher power. Last week was the wedding and there was a chance to step
on the Hogans’ faces. They were just another victim and nothing more. As
for Dixie Carter, Tazz signed a contract that says if anyone puts a hand
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on him that says he’ll make a fortune. Fast promo here.

Jesse hypes up Tara while bragging about himself.

Video on Daniels being around since the dawn of TNA.

Daniels says this is a turning point for his career tonight.

Tazz is back on commentary.

Knockouts Title: Tara vs. Velvet Sky

Velvet is back in the classic outfit instead of the catsuit which is a
downgrade for me. Tara poses as the bell rings so Velvet grabs a quick
rollup for two. Tara fights her back but stops to pose again and gets
kicked out to the floor as we take a break. Back with Tara in control as
Tazz won’t answer questions about why he turned because it’s club
business. Translation: it isn’t important enough/the writers haven’t
figured out the answer yet.

The shaky moonsault gets two for Tara but she goes up top for no apparent
reason and gets slammed down accordingly. Velvet comes back with a
headscissors and a spinning faceplant but Jesse has the referee’s
attention. Tara knocks Jesse down and a rollup gets two for Velvet. Sky
loads up a suplex but Jesse hooks her foot ala Bobby Heenan and Ultimate
Warrior at Wrestlemania 5 to give Tara the win at 9:42.

Rating: C-. This wasn’t horrible but the first part of the match was
pretty sloppy. The division is at a standstill at this point as nothing
has really changed for awhile. It’s the same set of girls having the same
matches that we’ve seen for years now. Velvet’s big return basically
means nothing at this point and hasn’t changed anything. Also, can more
than two Knockouts appear on screen at once or is that against the rules?

Open Fight Night is back next week.

Sting has something to say later on.

Kenny King talks to himself in the mirror when Zema Ion comes up to talk
strategy. Tension is teased and I can’t bring myself to be interested.



Here’s Joseph Park to say that his place is here on Impact instead of in
the courtroom. He never got that win though, or that W as the boys call
it. He’s here to be the best he can be and holds up a passport, saying
he’ll be here next week in Manchester to compete in Open Fight Night. He
doesn’t know who he’s facing but he’s going to spend the week watching
film. Next week he’ll deliver his verdict and then hold his own court and
get that W.

Zema Ion/Kenny King vs. Rob Van Dam/Christian York

York and Ion start things off as Tazz talks about which of these guys
would be a good addition to the team. Off to Van Dam who goes after King
on the apron and gets in trouble for his efforts. King comes in legally
and hits a nice snap suplex for two. Back to Ion for his usual lame stuff

as we hear about Bellator for the 100th time in two weeks.

Ion misses a 450 and everything breaks down. Rob loads up the split
legged moonsault on Zema but King crotches him, only to get elbowed back
down. Rob gets kicked off the top and Ion tags himself in. A tornado DDT
is countered but King hits a springboard Blockbuster to give Ion the pin
at 5:09.

Rating: C. I’m trying to care about Ion and it’s just not working at all.
The guy just isn’t that good but he of all the people that have been
brought in to the division over the last few years, they pick HIM to
stick around and push? York and King looked fine here while Van Dam was
Van Dam. I’m hoping King wins the title soon as it would shake the
division up a bit while also being logical progression.

Tazz leaves to take a phone call.

Bully and Brooke arrive and will do their talking in the ring.

Joe tells Garrett and Wes that they can’t suck up to him like they do to
Angle. Kurt pops up and says he’s still hurt but he can fight.

We recap the wedding. Again.

Here are Bully and Brooke to the ring. Bully says that he expected this



from D-Von but not Tazz. Last week Aces and 8’s hurt Sting who is the
only person that has trusted Ray. They also hurt Hogan who it took
forever to get to accept Ray, but more importantly they hurt Brooke. Ray
tells Aces and 8’s to sleep with their eyes open until he takes care of
all of them. However he needs the absent Hulk to lift his suspension to
do that. Cue Sting who begs Hulk to take this all the way like he does
with everything else. He believes that Hogan will do the right thing next
week in Manchester.

Aries and Roode praise each other to try to get out of a match with
Hernandez. Aries: “You were the longest reigning champion ever.” Roode:
“Then you beat me.” Aries: “Well yeah but…” Eventually Roode is tricked
into taking the match because he’s the power guy and Aries should clean
up. Roode is confused but Aries leaves before Bobby can complain.

Video on Hardy before Hardy says (out loud!) that he’ll win.

Hernandez vs. Bobby Roode

Roode tries to pound away a bit but gets backdropped for his efforts.
Tenay thinks Roode is a better singles wrestler than Hernandez. The
PROFESSOR ladies and gentlemen. There’s the delayed vertical suplex to
Roode but he immediately comes back with a guillotine on the top rope.
Tazz says he could see either of these guys joining Aces and 8’s in the
future. Roode hooks a chinlock but SuperMex fights out of it and hits the
slingshot shoulder to take over.

There’s the corner splash and the over the shoulder backbreaker for no
cover. Roode comes back with a chop but gets sent to the floor. Hernandez
loads up a dive but Aries runs out for the save. He and Chavo get in a
fight on the floor as Roode hits a bulldog on Hernandez for the clean pin
at 5:41.

Rating: C-. A bulldog is enough for a pin? The problem here is that
Hernandez is completely uninteresting and Chavo doesn’t help much.
They’re very dull champions as they don’t really do anything other than
hold the titles and have decent matches. Roode and Aries are hilarious
but I don’t really care to see them as tag champions. The match was ok at
best.



Here’s Angle to say that next week he’s calling out Anderson on Open
Fight Night. Cue Anderson in full Aces and 8’s gear to say that he wants
to fight right now. After the brawl erupts, Angle clears the ring and
says that it’s going to be in a cage next week.

Post break Anderson is panicking over the cage match but D-Von says drink
beer and calm down. He has a plan apparently.

TNA World Title: Jeff Hardy vs. Christopher Daniels

Daniels is challenging here and literally dances to the ring. Tazz
predicts that Hardy is going to have trouble in the year 2013. Feeling
out process to start with Hardy taking over, only to miss a charge in the
corner and fall to the floor. Kaz comes in to celebrate and we take a
break. Back with Daniels hitting a clothesline and choking away on Hardy
for a bit. A modified neckbreaker hits for two on Hardy and it’s off to
the chinlock.

Hardy comes back with a clothesline and speeds things way up before
getting two off the mule kick. A middle rope splash gets two but Hardy
jumps into a Death Valley Driver for two. Daniels busts out the Koji
Clutch which we haven’t seen in years and that no one seems to know the
name of. Christopher loads up something like a superplex but gets caught
in the front suplex from the top for two. The Twist is countered into the
Angel’s Wings for two but the BME and Swanton both miss, the latter of
which gives Hardy two. Hardy counters Angel’s Wings into a rana and it’s
double Twist and Swanton to retain at 14:10.

Rating: B. Good match here with both guys looking great. Daniels is SO
much more fun to watch when he’s not against AJ all the time and his
latest run has been all kinds of entertaining. The promos are way better
than the matches, which is saying a lot as the match here was solid
stuff. Hardy winning was pretty clear but that’s not always a bad thing.
Good main event here.

Post match Tazz distracts Hardy and a masked biker hits Jeff in the knee
with a hammer to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This was ok but not much better than that. At the end



of the day not a lot was really explained that we didn’t know already and
there wasn’t much followup at all to the wedding stuff from last week.
The main event was solid and the post match stuff is likely due to Hardy
not being able to appear in the UK due to his legal issues over the
years. Pretty decent stuff here but the wrestling wasn’t all that great
save for one match.

Results

Tara b. Velvet Sky – Tara pinned Sky after Jesse tripped her

Zema Ion/Kenny King b. Rob Van Dam/Christian York – Ion pinned York after
a springboard Blockbuster from King

Bobby Roode b. Hernandez – Bulldog

Jeff Hardy b. Christopher Daniels – Swanton Bomb

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews


