
I’m Going To England
Leaving  tomorrow, back on the 20th of November.  Therefore I
won’t be having live reviews up of shows until a few days late
at least.  However, I have a HUGE backlog of PPVs and TV shows
that I can put up and I’ll have all of the Survivor Series
Redos up so there will certainly be new content up (almost)
every day.  I’ll be looking at the results of every show and
I’ll put up some quick thoughts about each.  I’ll be missing:

November 8 – Impact

November 11 – Turning Point

November 12 – Raw

November 14 – NXT

November 15 – Impact

November 16 – Smackdown

November 18 – Survivor Series

November 19 – Raw

 

Then I’ll be back and playing catchup over Thanksgiving. 
Remember to keep coming back while I’m gone though because
there WILL be new content up (almost) every day.

 

Thanks for being around

KB

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/07/im-going-to-england/


Survivor Series Count-Up 2012
Edition – 2001: The Biggest
Wasted  Opportunity  In
Wrestling History
Survivor  Series 2001
Date: November 18, 2001
Location: Greensboro Coliseum, Greensboro, North Carolina
Attendance: 10,142
Commentators: Jim Ross, Paul Heyman

I’ve talked about the Invasion over and over and over as have a bunch of
other people so I’ll spare you the big explanation of it. In short, WWF
bought WCW and ECW (or close enough to that at least) and over the summer
and fall of 2001, squandered what could arguably have been a billion
dollars’ worth of stories, feuds and shocks. But hey, why make a fortune
when you can destroy WCW and have a final blowoff in the home of
Starrcade where you can say HAHA I BEAT YOU TURNER and crush WCW once and
for all? That’s the whole show for the most part. It’s one Survivor
Series match, winner take all. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is a cool idea as it shows all of the old logos for the
WWF over the years and a bunch of great moments in company history, set
to a song called The End Is Here. Tonight it’s winner take all in the
main event.

European Title: Christian vs. Al Snow

Christian is in the Alliance and defending. He greets his fans in South
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Carolina and says he’s awesome. Snow comes out to the Tough Enough theme
which is always awesome. Snow takes him down to the mat which frustrates
the champ. Christian comes back with a foot on Snow’s face in the corner
followed by a Russian legsweep for two. We hit the chinlock as the match
slows down.

Snow fights up and hits his headbutts but Christian hits a tiger driver
backbreaker for two. Snow gets rammed into the buckle and things slow
down again. The trapping headbutts hit Christian again and Snow escapes
the reverse DDT into a neckbreaker for two. Heyman schilling for the
Alliance guy is always funny. A sitout powerbomb gets two for Snow and
now Christian’s reverse DDT hits for no cover. Instead Christian talks a
lot of trash and gets rolled up for two. A top rope cross body is rolled
through by Snow and the Snow Plow gets two. There’s the Unprettier out of
nowhere to keep the title in the Alliance. That was quick.

Rating: C-. This is one of those shows where anything but the main event
means nothing, which makes the first hour and a half of the show pretty
uninteresting to sit through. This match was fine but it could have been
on Smackdown on any given week. Snow and Christian are both good hands so
a good match is really nothing shocking at all.

Austin arrives and yells at the Alliance. He doesn’t like being accused
of being a traitor to the Alliance. This would be a lot better if
Stephanie had more acting ability than say, a carrot. Austin yells at
everyone on the team and says stop being paranoid.

Vince and Linda arrive with Vince brimming with confidence. Cole comes up
and says this might be their last night in business but Vince doesn’t
want to hear talk like that. Vince talks about taking calculated risks
and being confident because someone is jumping to the WWF. Regal comes up
and says he doesn’t buy the idea that Austin is jumping back to the WWF.

William Regal vs. Tajiri



Regal hurt Tajiri’s girlfriend Torrie on Smackdown to set this up. Also
these two used to be friends. Tajiri is Cruiserweight Champion and was
supposed to face X-Pac in a title for title match, but according to
Commissioner Mick Foley, “No one cared about X-Pac or the Light
Heavyweight Title anyway”. Tajiri fires off a kick but gets suplexed
right back down.

The knee trembler takes Tajiri down but Tajiri goes after Regal’s knee
with the kicks. There’s the Tarantula and Regal is bleeding from the
nose. A handspring elbow gets two for Tajiri but Regal ties his head up
in the ropes to stop the momentum dead. Regal tries a powerbomb but gets
countered by another kick to the head. The Buzzsaw Kick misses and
there’s the Tiger Bomb from Regal for the pin. Too short to rate but it
was fine. Short, but fine.

Regal powerbombs him again post match. Torrie (looking GREAT in a purple
top and leather pants) comes out to check on Tajiri, only to get
powerbombed as well.

We recap Edge vs. Test. These two are both midcard champions after the
seemingly dozens of never ending midcard title changes going on at this
point. Edge is US Champion, Test is IC Champion, tonight only one belt
survives.

Test complains about the makeup lady not rubbing in the oil well enough
on him. Stacy comes up and agrees with Test. Test hits on her and she’ll
think about it if he wins.

Edge compares himself to Test and says that there are a lot of
similarities between them. The difference is that Edge hasn’t been dumped
by every chick on the planet. Edge makes fun of Test for sounding wooden
and that’s about it.

Intercontinental Title/US Title: Edge vs. Test



They fight over control to start with Edge taking over via a series of
forearms to the head. Test powers him down and goes after the ribs with a
wide ranging selection of stomps. We head to the floor with Edge being
dropped across the barricade to further the attack on the ribs. Back in
and Edge hits a dropkick to take over before we head outside again. Back
in quickly and a swinging neckbreaker gets two for Edge.

Test drops Edge onto the top rope ribs first to reinjure him and the
taller of the blonde Canadian champions takes over again. Test puts on a
chinlock as the match slows down again. Edge fights up and avoids a
corner charge before hitting a middle rope missile dropkick for two. A
middle rope cross body misses though and Test puts him on the top rope.

Edge blocks a superplex with some CANADIAN right hands to the ribs but a
sunset bomb doesn’t work. Test dives off the top but jumps right into a
dropkick to put him down. The problem with this match is neither guy has
been able to build up any kind of a run with the title as both have
changed hands four times since the InVasion began about four months ago.
How can you get behind either guy as a big time champion in that little
bit of time? On top of that, Edge has been champion for six days and Test
for thirteen. That’s not exactly Honky Tonk Man unifying with Luger in
the late 80s.

Both guys are down now but it’s Edge up first with some clotheslines and
a spinwheel kick. Test’s pumphandle slam is countered into the Edge-O-
Matic for two. Test spears Edge down for two but the big boot misses.
There’s the pumphandle for two but Test’s powerbomb is countered into a
rana. Edge’s spear gets a close two but he can’t hit the Edgecution. Test
tries a full nelson slam but Edge rolls through for the pin and both
titles.

Rating: C+. This started pretty slow but it got going once Edge was able
to start countering Test’s power stuff. In other words, Edge did the work
to make Test’s generic big man offense look decent. This was probably the
match of the night, which isn’t surprising given how hot Edge got in the



next year.

Angle comes up to see a stressed out Stephanie. My goodness her acting is
bad. I know I say that a lot, but IT’S FREAKING TERRIBLE. She says if the
Alliance loses tonight, she’ll have to buy her own groceries and wash her
own car. She can’t be a…..a…..a REGULAR PERSON!!! Angle reminds her that
she’s special and doesn’t think Austin will jump.

A cage is lowered.

Jeff and Lita are talking about Matt being different lately. Matt comes
up and yells at them for acting strange and not being focused enough. It
turns into a rallying speech and things seem ok. The guys leave and Trish
comes out of the same locker room Matt came out of earlier. It says Team
WWF so maybe there’s nothing there……..but maybe there is. DUN DUN DUN!

WCW Tag Titles/WWF Tag Titles: Dudley Boys vs. Hardy Boys

In a cage. The Dudleys are WCW Champions and the Hardys are the WWF
Champions and Stacy is STUNNING at this point as the Dudleys’ manager.
All four belts get laid out between the guys in the ring and it’s time to
go. There are tags required here and it’s Matt vs. Bubba to start. Matt
can’t get anywhere so it’s off to Jeff who walks into a Boss Man Slam for
two.

D-Von comes in as Heyman talks about Big Daddy Dudley which JR could not
care less about. Back to Matt who rolls D-Von up for two but walks into a
reverse inverted DDT for two. Bubba comes in again and drops a bunch of
elbows for two. The Dudleys tag in and out a lot and it’s back to Bubba
for more punching to Matt’s ribs. Bubba tries to ram Matt into the cage
but Matt counters into a reverse DDT.

Off to Jeff who cleans house as everything breaks down quickly. Poetry in
Motion hits Bubba and Matt climbs but D-Von makes the save. It’s



pin/submission/double escape to win here and there’s a Bubba Bomb off the
top to Jeff. Wouldn’t that hurt both of them equally? Bubba goes up again
but Matt slams him down for two. Matt gets rammed into the cage but when
the Dudleys try to do the same to Jeff, he grabs the cage and tries to
climb out, only to get caught in a Doomsday Device (Paul: “WHAT A
RUSH!”).

Matt gets crushed against the cage and Bubba whips D-Von into him for
good measure. Bubba splashes him as well and the Dudleys are in full
control. Jeff gets in a shot and Matt hits a top rope double clothesline
to shift the momentum just as fast though. A DDT puts Bubba down for two
and Jeff hits the legdrop between D-Von’s legs. A double backdrop takes
Ray down again and the Hardys go up.

Matt hits a legdrop and Jeff hits a splash off the top at the same time
for two on Bubba. Matt makes a climb but gets pulled down with one leg
still stuck in the cage. What’s Up to Jeff and Bubba asks Stacy for a
table. Stacy hits on Nick Patrick and picks the key out of his pocket.
There’s a table in the ring now but Matt breaks up the 3D by jumping
Bubba. Why D-Von didn’t flapjack Jeff through the table is anyone’s
guess.

Bubba and Matt go tot he top and pound away at each other until Bubba is
knocked down. Matt climbs down to escape but he’s left alone against the
Dudleys. D-Von is rammed into the cage a few times and Jeff goes up as D-
Von climbs onto the table for no apparent reason. Jeff looks down and
sees D-Von there before diving off the top of the cage, but the Swanton
misses. Bubba covers the table and therefore Jeff as well for the pin and
the titles.

Rating: B-. This was the usual good brawl between these teams and it
furthers the Hardys’ issues, but at the end of the day this feud was
played out at this point. There was nothing left for these two teams to
do and at this point it was being dragged out way too far. Still though,
good match and a good way to I believe finally end this nearly two year



long feud.

Jeff is taken out on a stretcher.

Mick Foley is at WWF New York and admits that his job (WWF Commissioner)
means nothing.

Scotty 2 Hotty is about to be in the Immunity Battle Royal but Test beats
him up to take his spot.

Immunity Battle Royal

Test, Billy Gunn, Bradshaw, Farrooq, Lance Storm, Billy Kidman, Diamond
Dallas Page, Albert, Tazz, Perry Saturn, Raven, Chuck Palumbo, Crash
Holly, Justin Credible, Shawn Stasiak, Steven Richards, Tommy Dreamer,
The Hurricane, Spike Dudley, Hugh Morrus, Chavo Guerrero Jr., Funaki

No matter who wins the main event tonight, the winner of this is
guaranteed a job for a year. Stasiak is thrown to the floor before the
bell rings and is apparently out. Test drops to the floor to hide as Tazz
comes in late. Since it’s a battle royal there’s really not much to talk
about here. Everyone punches everyone and no one is put out for awhile.
Heyman freaks out about Tazz because Tazz choked him out on Smackdown.

Hurricane dives at Farrooq and is clotheslined out by Bradshaw. Albert
throws Saturn out and Test, who is back in now, dumps Farrooq. Page is
put out by someone we can’t see and Storm superkicks Palumbo out. Morrus
and Chavo run in as wildcards because they tried to jump from the
Alliance to the WWF on Raw but got fired as a result. Billy dumps Chavo
as Morrus is eliminated as well. Tazz dumps Dreamer and Crash as Storm
low bridges Spike out. Bradshaw’s Clothesline kills Richards and he’s
gone.

Tazz stops to run his mouth to Heyman and gets dumped by Billy. Test and



I think Kidman put Albert out. We’re down to Bradshaw, Kidman, Gunn, Test
and Storm. Sorry if I missed a bunch of eliminations but a lot of them
weren’t shown. The fallaway slam puts Kidman out and we’re down to four.
Bradshaw kicks Storm down and might have hurt his ankle. Things slow way
down as Billy and Bradshaw hang on for dear life. Storm and Test team up
to put Bradshaw out but Test dumps Storm as well. A big boot eliminates
Gunn and Test wins immunity.

Rating: C-. Not bad here but at the end of the day, it’s a battle royal
so what are you expecting to get here? Test would fall through the floor
in the next year with no one caring about him at all. This was a pretty
big batch of jobbers in there though and that doesn’t really make for an
interesting match. Then again, neither do most battle royals.

Sacrifice video by Creed.

Booker is worried about Austin jumping. Shane says it’s ok and stick with
it.

Women’s Title: Trish Stratus vs. Ivory vs. Lita vs. Mighty Molly vs.
Jacqueline vs. Jazz

Chyna relinquished the title earlier in the year without being pinned and
then disappeared so this is the best we’ve got to pick from for the new
champion. This is Jazz’s debut and NO ONE CARES. Why does no one care?
Because Jazz meant nothing in ECW and was a face there but is a heel
here. Jazz and Lita start things off with Jazz pounding away. Off to
Jackie vs. Molly off some blind tags and somehow even fewer people care
about Jackie.

Jackie dropkicks Molly down and it’s off to Ivory who gets caught in a
sunset flip for two. This is one fall to a finish. Ivory slingshots
Jackie into the ropes and it’s off to Trish who is looking very good in
those little pink shorts of hers. Lita gets knocked to the floor and the
three Alliance chicks (Ivory, Jazz, Molly) triple team Trish for a bit.



Jackie double crosses Lita on Poetry in Motion and everyone hits their
finishers on everyone else. The Litasault gets two on Ivory as Jazz
saves. Lita gets backdropped to the floor and it’s Ivory vs. Trish left.
Stratusfaction gives Trish I believe her first title.

Rating: D. It was short, the match wasn’t any good, Trish looked great in
the skin tight barely there pink shorts, Lita looked good as usual, and
that’s all I’ve got here. As usual with situations like this, when the
previous champion doesn’t lose the title, the new champion comes in at a
big disadvantage.

Vince looks at Team WWF and gives them a pep talk, bringing up names like
Dr. Jerry Graham, Peter Maivia, Gorilla Monsoon (pop) and Andre the Giant
(BIG pop). He understands he might be looking at a group of losers, and
if that happens no one will ever forgive them. After listening to that
speech, I want to go fight three WWF guys and one guy each from ECW and
WCW!

We recap the main event which has been summed up pretty well already.
Vince was replaced by Big Show and Rock and Jericho are having major
issues. Rock is WCW champion and Austin is WWF Champion. This really does
feel like a huge match. The video is set to Control by Puddle of Mudd
which is a good song.

Basically Vince said that he was tired of all of the InVasion (I think a
lot of us were at this point) and offered one winner take all match with
the losing organization going out of business. Angle joined the Alliance
after the announcement but Vince says Austin is coming back to the WWF,
giving the Alliance reason to be concerned. Austin stunned Angle on TV
recently to further that idea.

Team WWF vs. Team Alliance

The Rock, Chris Jericho, Big Show, Undertaker, Kane



Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Booker T, Rob Van Dam, Shane McMahon

Everyone gets individual entrances so it takes forever to get to the
start of the match. As those are going on, a few things to notice here:
Team Alliance has one of the biggest WWF superstars ever, a guy that at
this point had only wrestled in the WWF, a WCW guy, an ECW guy, and the
then heir to the WWF throne.

Also, as goes the stereotype for the WWF, most of their guys are big and
strong instead of the more athletic styles of the Alliance team. One
other thing: JR keeps up one of the annoying inaccuracies in wrestling by
saying that Taker won the world title in his WWF debut. It was a year
later, which you should know if you’ve been reading my reviews like good
minions.

Rock and Austin start fighting before the bell and you know the early
advantage doesn’t mean a thing in this one. Austin hits the Thesz Press
and the middle rope elbow for a very early two. Rock comes back with a
middle finger elbow of his own and dares Shane to get in. Off to Booker
who gets clotheslined down for two as Shane makes the save. Expect to
hear that line for awhile. Off to Jericho as Heyman blames Vince for the
end of ECW.

Van Dam and Jericho have a nice fast paced sequence with Jericho hitting
a spinwheel kick for no cover. Jericho chops away but misses a dropkick,
allowing Rob to hit the cartwheel into a moonsault for two. For reasons
likely related to high levels of drug use, Van Dam tries a standing rana
on Jericho, only to be countered into the Walls. Shane makes the third
save of the match already and it’s off to Angle vs. Kane.

Angle gets thrown around but eventually slips behind Kane and hits a
German Suplex for two. Kane comes back with a side slam and the top rope
clothesline for two of his own as Shane saves again. Off to the Dead Man
who pounds away but misses a charge into the corner, allowing Booker to
get the tag. Taker immediately drops Booker and hits a legdrop, but Shane



breaks up his fifth near fall of the match.

There’s Old School to Booker followed by that lifting wristlock which
always looks painful. Off to a short armed scissors followed by a
clothesline for two, resulting in ANOTHER save from Shane. Austin comes
in to pound on Taker (and to cause Heyman to say WHAT after everything JR
says) but he gets caught in Old School. Say it with me: Shane makes the
save. Taker gets caught in the wrong corner and quintuple teamed.

Angle is in next and tries to slug it out with the Deadman for some
reason. Taker escapes a German and DDTs Angle down. There’s the tag to
Big Show and JR almost immediately bashes him, saying Show can make a
huge difference, or he can make some huge mistakes. Show throws around
RVD and Angle before clearing off the entire Alliance corner. Angle gets
underneath Show and there’s the Slam followed by an Ax kick from Booker
(and a Spinarooni) and a Five Star and a top rope elbow from Shane for
the first elimination.

Shane dances around in celebration before turning around to meet The Rock
who beats the living tar out of Shane with right hands in the corner. Off
to Kane for a chokeslam, then a tombstone from Undertaker and a Lionsault
from Jericho to tie it up. That’s the best way to go as Show and Shane
were the weak links on both teams. Angle vs. Jericho now with Jericho
hitting the forearm to start. A double underhook backbreaker puts Angle
down but Austin saves.

Angle uses an amateur takedown and brings in Booker to slam Chris a few
times. RVD gets a tag but one of his shoulders in the corner is countered
into a sunset flip for two. Off to Kane who catches a punch from RVD. Van
Dam’s comeback? Kick the guy in the head. Why make things too
complicated? Kane pulls Booker in and kicks him in the face too but the
numbers game allows Van Dam to take Kane down and hit the Five Star. Rob
takes too long to cover though and gets caught in a chokeslam, but Booker
kicks Kane down. Everything breaks down and Rob kicks Kane from the top
for the pin to make it 4-3.



Taker pounds on Van Dam in the corner while everyone else is fighting on
the floor. Austin and Angle get in as well and Taker has to fight all
four guys at once. He gets them all in a corner and keeps charging at all
of them with clotheslines in a cool sequence. Snake Eyes and a big boot
take Angle down and there’s a Last Ride for him as well. Booker comes in
with a chair but Taker boots him down, leaving himself open to a Stunner
from Austin and the pin by Angle. That leaves us with
Austin/Angle/Booker/RVD vs. Rock/Jericho.

Booker stomps on Rock but Rocky comes back with right hands. A side kick
takes Rock right back down but Rock does the same with a DDT for two.
Booker charges into a Samoan Drop for two as Austin makes the save. Rock
whips Booker into Angle and grabs a rollup to eliminate Mr. T, making it
3-2.

Rob is in next but as he goes up, Rock kind of powerbombs him off the top
for two. Jericho gets the tag and hits a running neckbreaker for two
before chopping away in the corner. Van Dam avoids the Lionsault and
kicks Chris’ head off, followed by the split legged moonsault for no
cover. Jericho pops up and hits a Breakdown (Skull Crushing Finale) out
of nowhere for the pin and the elimination to tie it up at two each.

Austin slingshots Rock into the post on the floor while Angle and Jericho
fight in the ring. Angle picks Jericho’s ankle and stomps away on him as
Heyman thinks the Alliance can find a place for the Rock. Back to Austin
to pound away on Chris and hit a superplex for two. Austin hits a kind of
northern lights/belly to belly suplex for two and here’s Angle again.
Jericho puts Kurt in the ankle lock but Kurt quickly escapes and hits a
clothesline to take over.

It’s back to Austin for a suplex and an elbow to the face. Angle comes in
and stomps away before it’s back to Austin who stomps away as well. We
hit one of the few chinlocks in this match as Jericho is in trouble.
Jericho fights up and it’s a double tag to bring in Rock vs. Angle with
the Great One quickly hooking a Sharpshooter on Kurt for an even faster



tap. Heyman LOSES IT in a great moment.

Off to Austin vs. Jericho with Chris trying the Walls but Austin rakes
the eyes to escape. Austin can’t put Jericho in the Boston crab either
but he gets the knees up to block the Lionsault. Steve loads up a
superplex but gets shoved down, followed by a missile dropkick for
Jericho for two. Austin counters a rollup out of nowhere for the pin and
the elimination to get us down to Rock vs. Austin. Did you expect it to
be anything else?

Rock hits a bad spinebuster but Jericho hits a Breakdown on Rock to take
him down in a double cross. It’s not joining the Alliance, but rather
just personal hatred. That gets two for Austin and Taker comes out to
stalk Jericho to the back. Austin pounds away before launching Rock over
the top and out to the floor. They fight on the floor with Austin being
laid on the table and slapped in the chest over and over.

Austin comes back but gets sent over the announce table and punched in
the face by Rock. Back in Rock chops away but gets caught in the whip
spinebuster from Austin. Austin puts on a bad Sharpshooter and there’s
your Montreal reference. Rock finally makes the rope so Austin grabs the
WWF Title. Rock ducks the swing and puts Austin the Sharpshooter but he’s
afraid to let go of the belt for some reason. I guess realizing he has a
job no matter what, he grabs the rope instead.

Back up and Austin’s Stunner is countered into a Stunner from Rock. Why
that puts Rock down after Rock had been in control for awhile is beyond
me but whatever. Rock covers but here’s Nick Patrick to pull Hebner out.
A Rock Bottom to Patrick is broken up and Austin Rock Bottoms Rock for
two. Austin drills Patrick and pulls Hebner back in, only to be sent into
him again as Rock counters the Stunner. There’s the Stunner to Rock but
there’s no referee. Angle runs in and nails Austin with the title,
letting Rock hit the Rock Bottom for the pin and the death of the
Alliance. JR to Heyman: “You’re out of work! AGAIN!”



Rating: A. This felt like a main event and was very entertaining too. It
runs forty five minutes bell to bell and feels like about half of that.
At the end of the day, it was pretty clear what was going to happen but
that doesn’t make it a bad match. Rock vs. Austin was pretty much done
for a long time after this match, which is the right call as they had run
it a lot this year. Great stuff here though.

Everyone celebrates and Vince comes out for the big dramatic pose,
because this whole storyline was all about Vince and his kids remember.

Overall Rating: B+. Like I said, as goes the main event, so goes the
show. The rest of the show isn’t bad but the main event is over an hour
counting buildup video and entrances and all that jazz. The rest of the
show isn’t bad at all with a good cage match and nothing truly bad that
didn’t involve Trish looking great, so I can’t complain much here. Also,
it gets rid of the Alliance which makes things better already.

As for the InVasion, I’ve gone on at great length about it already, but
in short form here: it was the biggest waste of time, money, and
potential that there ever could be in wrestling. This was the biggest
storyline you could possibly ask for and they BLEW IT. There are multiple
options you could go with here. One idea is have no mention on TV of the
WWF buying WCW and just keep it going with WWF guys in charge behind the
scenes. Think a network might have been interested with it being under
the direction of the biggest wrestling company ever?

Another option: have the Alliance win. At the end of the day any money
they’ve got goes into the WWF’s pocket as they own EVERYTHING, so what
difference does it make? Granted that was never going to happen with
Vince’s ego, but why let money get in the way of Vince feeling good about
himself? The InVasion could have been so much more but it wound up
running about five months with the WWF dominating the whole way through.
Such a shame and a loss for wrestling fans who had waited for so many
years for a chance to have this happen.



Ratings Comparison

Christian vs. Al Snow

Original: C+

Redo: C-

William Regal vs. Tajiri

Original: C

Redo: N/A

Edge vs. Test

Original: B-

Redo: C+

Dudley Boys vs. Hardy Boys

Original: B+

Redo: B-

Battle Royal

Original: N/A

Redo: C-

Trish Stratus vs. Lita vs. Jacqueline vs. Ivory vs. Mighty Molly vs. Jazz



Original: D+

Redo: D

Team WWF vs. Team Alliance

Original: B

Redo: A

Overall Rating

Original: C+

Redo: B+

Like I said, as the main event goes, so goes the show. That’s apparently
the case here as I liked both better the second time around.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/10/history-of-survivor-series-count
-up-2001-the-end-of-the-alliance-thank-goodness/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Monday Night Raw – November
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27,  2000:  Austin  Goes  Old
School
Monday  Night Raw
Date: November 27, 2000
Location: Hilton Coliseum, Ames, Iowa
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

We’re approaching Armageddon here and we’re just past Survivor Series.
Angle is world champion at the moment but I don’t think his opponent has
been announced for the next PPV yet. The main event tonight is Angle vs.
Austin in I believe a non-title match. Austin isn’t quite yet back to his
levels before he took the year off for neck surgery, so it’s hard to say
what to expect here. Let’s get to it.

We open with clips from Smackdown of Austin snapping and beating up
everyone in sight.

Here’s Angle to open the show in full warmup gear. He talks about how
he’s amazing and all, but he doesn’t like having to look over his
shoulder every time he performs. Angle says wrestling is the only
profession where someone can assault you on the job and not get in
trouble but be praised! Kurt talks about Taker, HHH and Austin attacking
people and how it’s just another day at the office. He’s had it because
he’s a wrestler and not a sports entertainer. This is goofy Kurt still,
so this isn’t a big shoot or anything.

We’re thirteen days away from a show called Armageddon and if these acts
of violence don’t end, he’s taking the title and going home. Here are
Commissioner Foley and Lieutenant Commissioner Debra who aren’t cool with
that. Foley talks about how Stephanie keeps interfering in Kurt’s matches
but Kurt says that makes no difference while insulting Iowans’
intelligence.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/06/monday-night-raw-november-27-2000-austin-goes-old-school/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/06/monday-night-raw-november-27-2000-austin-goes-old-school/


Mick says Stephanie and HHH aren’t expected to be here tonight due to
some travel issues. There’s going to be a world title match at Armageddon
if Angle is still champion. It’s Rock vs. Rikishi for the title shot, but
that’s not all. Also, Angle has to defend against someone to be announced
later.

Rock arrives.

Edge and Christian talk about how the year 2000 is a vintage year for
sodas when Angle comes in. Edge: “You totally presented arguments and
backed them up with logic and reasoning!” Edge and Angle try to figure
out who Kurt is facing tonight when Christian sees Taker arriving on a
monitor. Edge: “Holy rematches Kurt!”

Trish Stratus/T&A vs. Hollies

All three of the Holly cousins here. The girls start with Trish firing
off some kicks to start. Molly fights back with chops to the ample target
of Trish’s chest. Trish brings in Test to face Hardcore in an ECW
preview. Test pounds away in the corner but gets caught by a top rope
cross body for two. Off to Crash for a missile dropkick (and a POP) for
two but Test pounds him about the head and shoulders.

The future Tensai comes in and hits a delayed butterfly suplex for two.
Crash gets to play Ricky Morton a bit and we get his usual good selling.
A jawbreaker allows the tag to Hardcore who kicks Albert low to take
over. Well when all else fails I guess. Everything breaks down and Molly
hits a flip dive off the apron to take Trish down. Hardcore ducks the big
boot of Test so that it knocks out Albert and a dropkick gets the pin on
the big bald guy.

Rating: D+. The Hollies were a decent midcard act and putting the over a
team like this was fine. It helped that Molly had this great cuteness to
her and she was poured into the tops she wore. Trish was just a gorgeous
blonde at this point that didn’t have any skills in the ring at all but



she would get better.

Angle sucks up to Kane (“You’re welcome over for Christmas!”) and asks to
talk about something related to Taker. Kane goes with Kurt.

Rock is going to be on some TV show.

Rikishi says he deserves the title shot and that he’ll take out Rock
tonight once and for all.

Taker is tuning up his bike when Kane jumps him and the brawl is on.
Angle/Edge/Christian are watching on a monitor and seem very pleased.

Intercontinental Title: Billy Gunn vs. Eddie Guerrero

Billy beat Eddie on Smackdown to win the title and this is the rematch.
Eddie starts fast but gets caught in the corner and punched in the face.
A clothesline gets two for Gunn but a charge in the corner misses Eddie.
Guerrero chokes away in the corner and we head to the outside. Gunn holds
his back and we head back in for a belly to back suplex for two from
Eddie.

Billy gets rammed into the buckle a few times and it’s all Eddie so far.
The champ comes back with a powerslam for two but Eddie dropkicks him in
the face to shift momentum right back. Eddie goes up top but gets
superplexed right back down to put both guys on the mat. Back up and Gunn
hits a tilt-a-whirl slam for two but here’s Saturn with a distraction
that gets two for Eddie. Malenko comes in and blasts Billy in the back
but Billy hits a quick cobra clutch slam on Eddie to retain.

Rating: C-. This was short and not great, but they certainly put Billy
over strong. It’s not that it mattered much as Benoit would win the title
soon, but for the time it was a good rub for him. I’m not sure why they
kept pushing Billy as the guy just didn’t work in singles matches, but at



least they were trying I guess.

The Radicalz come in for a four on one beatdown on Gunn post match.
Benoit would get the title in a few weeks.

During the break, Taker talked to Foley and gets a match with Kane
tonight.

Here’s Angle to watch the #1 contenders match.

Rikishi vs. The Rock

Rock won the first match between these two at Survivor Series. Rock
pounds away to start and takes the fat guy down with a clothesline. A
Samoan Drop gets two and Rock keeps hammering away. Rikishi gets in some
shots but Rock punches him right back down. The guy in the thong hits a
belly to belly suplex but Rock puts him down with a spinebuster to set up
the Sharpshooter but Angle runs in for the DQ. Nothing match here that
was all about the run-in ending. Rock wins by DQ if that’s not clear.

Dean Malenko is hitting on Lita but gets turned down, so The Radicalz ram
a door onto Lita and the Hardys gets in a brawl with them as a result.
The Hardys get left laying due to the numbers game.

Undertaker vs. Kane

It’s a big brawl to start of course with Kane taking over early on. Taker
comes back with a big boot and a clothesline for two. A side slam gets
two for Kane and we head to the floor. Taker rams his brother into the
barricade to slow him down but back in, Kane stomps away to gain control
again. Actually scratch that as Taker hits a chokeslam but Edge and
Christian run in for the lame DQ before Taker can load up the Last Ride.

Rating: D. What are you expecting from a Kane vs. Undertaker match in a



four minute match with a run-in ending? These two didn’t really work that
well when Taker was a biker, and when you consider how bad their matches
got when he was the Dead Man, that should tell you a lot about how bad
things got.

Angle runs in as well to make it a big four on one beatdown.

Post break Foley yells at Angle for being a coward, but Angle says he did
what he has to do to keep the title. Foley says the title is on the line
tonight and if Edge and Christian interfere, they’re gone for 90 days.
Angle’s opponent: Steve Austin.

K-Kwik/Road Dogg vs. Steven Richards/Val Venis

Kwik is more famous as R-Truth, so I’ll be referring to him as Truth for
the sake of my own simplicity. Richards says he and the RTC will keep
doing things until people see things their way. Dogg and Truth take over
in a hurry with the RTC being sent to the floor. Truth gets thrown on top
of all of them with Lawler being glad that Ivory may have hurt her ankle.
It’s Venis vs. Dogg to start with Roadie taking over. Back to Truth who
shouts at the crowd and punches a lot.

Back to Road Dogg to face Richards with the guy in a tie hitting a suplex
for two. Both Richards and Roadie try cross bodies and both guys go down
in a heap. It’s a double tag and the advantage goes to Truth, meaning
it’s time to dance. Everything breaks down and the RTC gets sent into
each other. Truth’s piledriver is countered into a sitout Alabama Slam by
Val which gets two, so Richards loads up Truth in a superplex. Since this
is the WWF and not ECW, Richards gets countered into a sitout gordbuster
for the pin for Truth.

Rating: D+. Not much here but Truth and Dogg never were anything special.
The rapping thing was an attempt to get Road Dogg away from the Outlaws,
which makes little sense when you remember how much rhyming he did in his
Outlaws intros. The RTC was a solid midcard stable, especially



considering they were a parody of the real life PTC.

Foley is outside getting a breath of air when Debra comes out to tell him
it’s cold. Tiger Ali Singh, basically the original Jinder Mahal, comes up
with Low Down and says they should be allowed inside. Tonight it’s Singh
vs. Steve Blackman for the Hardcore Title, which makes scares Singh.

Chris Benoit/Perry Saturn/Dean Malenko vs. Hardy Boys/Chris Jericho

Jericho is a mystery partner. It’s a big brawl to start with Benoit and
Jericho fighting on the floor. We get the classic one heel falls onto the
other heel’s balls with Dean falling on Saturn, followed by Poetry in
Motion to Malenko. Things finally settle down and it’s Jeff vs. Dean to
start things off. This is when Dean was a ladies’ man which never worked
at all. Off to Benoit with the Radicalz in control.

Jeff grabs a sunset flip out of the corner on Benoit for two but it’s
quickly back to Saturn for more of a beating. The Radicalz take turns on
Jeff’s leg and make a lot of quick tags. Saturn cannonballs down on the
leg but Jeff mule kicks Dean away. Hot tag brings in Jericho who cleans
house. Everything breaks down and Jeff dives onto everything out Dean and
Jericho on the floor. In the ring it’s the Liontamer on Malenko for the
submission.

Rating: C. Just a six man here but it would put Jericho in the feud
against the Radicalz which resulted in Jericho vs. Benoit at the Rumble
in an awesome ladder match. The Hardys and the other two Radicalz didn’t
mean much here but they filled in spots as well as anyone else would
have.

Post match Eddie runs in and it’s a big Radicalz beatdown.

Edge and Christian give Angle a pep talk.



Hardcore Title: Tiger Ali Singh vs. Steve Blackman

Singh is in a suit here and is challenging. Tiger runs to the floor
before the bell rings so Blackman beats him up out there. We head into
the ring and Tiger gets beaten up even more. There’s a trashcan lid to
Tiger’s head and a bulldog onto the same lid. Blackman gets his signature
sticks but Tiger hides in the corner. The hiding only works for awhile
and the beating continues. Blackman rips off the turban and a top rope
kendo stick shot ends this massacre. Tiger literally had zero offense.

Rating: D. I don’t know what the point of this was but at least it wasn’t
that long. Blackman finally found something he was good at in the
Hardcore stuff, but other than that guy was nothing interesting at all.
Singh was a guy that was always around but never did anything and I have
no idea why he had a job for as long as he did.

Edge and Christian say they’ll be there for Kurt as soon as the match
ends. Rock comes in and fights the Canadians until Foley breaks it up.
Edge and Christian get ejected from the arena.

WWF World Title: Kurt Angle vs. Steve Austin

Angle is defending of course. Angle immediately takes it to the mat and
Austin is frustrated. Kurt heads to the floor and shows off the medals a
bit. I love goofy Kurt as only he would try to tick Austin off even more.
Back in and Steve takes it to the mat with a headlock to slow things up.
Angle fights up and tries a leapfrog but gets caught in the headlock one
more time.

They run the ropes a bit and Kurt hooks a front facelock as the fans are
chanting something pro-Austin. Austin busts out a freaking fireman’s
carry and drops some knees to take over again. Angle takes it right back
to the mat and hooks a backslide for two. Kurt’s belly to belly is broken
up by right hands but Angle sends him to the floor. Austin rams him into
the table and we head back inside. This is a very different kind of match



but it’s working quite well.

Angle hooks a suplex for two and now he’s getting frustrated. Austin
hooks a sleeper but Angle sends him to the floor to escape. Back in and
it’s an abdominal stretch for the champion and he has the toe hooked.
Gorilla Monsoon smiles on you Angle. After Kurt gets caught escaping the
ropes, Austin rams Angle face first into the buckle a few times. Back to
the floor they go and nothing of note happens there, so we head back in
for the Thesz press. Here comes Stephanie trying to look intimidating but
Austin flips her off instead. Kurt grabs a rollup for two but Austin hits
the Stunner….and here’s HHH for the DQ.

Rating: B. This was a very old school style match but it worked really
well. Austin’s technical abilities are often forgotten because he’s a
legendary brawler, but he could certainly hold his own on a mat. Using a
lot of holds here was a nice change of pace instead of these two punching
each other for ten minutes. Having HHH show up after being dropped in a
car off a forklift eight days ago was stupid back then and it’s stupid
now too, but that’s the WWF for you.

HHH beats on Austin even more and stands tall to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This show was pretty exhausting. All of these short
matches didn’t do anything for me other than maybe the six man. Aside
from that it was stuff setting up for later, which is ok but it gets
annoying for two hours. The main event is good and I’m assuming that’s
why this was requested, but other than that there’s nothing to see here
at all.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews



Smackdown – November 6, 2012:
Can We Vote Smackdown Out Of
The WWE?
Smackdown
Date:  November 6, 2012
Location: LG Arena, Birmingham, England
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

This is one of those cockamamie live Smackdowns that almost no one
watches because there’s no reason to care about Smackdown. The main event
for tonight is Del Rio vs. Orton, because we need it hammered into our
heads that we wasted our time watching the three Barrett vs. Orton
matches. Other than that there’s nothing announced for this week. Let’s
get to it.

We open with a recap from last night with the Survivor Series elimination
match being shifted around.

Here’s Sheamus in the ring to open things up. Apparently there was an
incident in a pub last night and we’ve got footage of it. It shows Regal,
Sheamus and Big Show in a pub and a brawl breaks out. Show destroys
Sheamus using various furniture. Back in the arena, Sheamus tells Cole to
get out of the ring. He doesn’t respect Show because of Regal getting
attacked in the pub, so Sheamus wants to fight right now. Not for the
title, but just to fight.

Instead Show pops up on screen and calls Sheamus an ungrateful ginger.
Show held back in the pub but at Survivor Series Show is going to go at
Sheamus full speed. Sheamus calls him out again but here’s Barrett
instead. Barrett says that Sheamus already has to face him on Main Event
so don’t even worry about Big Show tonight. Sweet goodness just make the
tag match already. Sheamus calls him to the ring again but Barrett
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leaves.

Barrett is in the back post match and Booker makes the tag match. Why do
they bother having these ten minute openings when that’s the match
announced every time? Seriously, that’s good TV time being totally wasted
on pandering when you know the outcome the second the names are
mentioned. It’s Sheamus/Regal vs. Show/Barrett if that’s not clear.

Intercontinental Title: The Miz vs. Kofi Kingston

Kofi is defending. Now remember: Miz has lost three straight times to
Kofi but he got a pin in a tag match. That pin after a Show punch was
apparently enough to convince Booker to give us this match. The first
thing said during this match is that Kofi has Miz’s number. They’re not
even hiding that there’s no reason to believe Miz can win here. The ropes
seem extra loose here for some reason.

After a headlock by the champion he hits a monkey flip and clothesline to
put Miz on the floor. A baseball slide misses for Kofi and Miz puts him
on the barricade. Kofi is fine with that and walks the barricade like
Jeff Hardy used to do, hitting a clothesline to take Miz down. Back in
and Miz drops Kofi out of the corner and might have hurt the champ’s
knee. We take a break and come back with Miz getting two off something we
didn’t see.

Miz holds onto the ankle in a hold that really doesn’t look like it
hurts. During the break Miz dropped Lofi’s knee on the steps and back
live a dropkick to said knee gets two. Miz hooks a weird kind of standing
Figure Four before going to the mat with a generic leg lock. Kofi’s
solution? Kick him in the face. Why overcomplicate things? Kofi fights
back and hits the Boom Drop but Trouble in Paradise is countered. The
Finale is countered into a series of rollups before Miz hooks a half
crab. Kofi goes up again but gets crotched. Miz’s superplex attempt is
blocked and Kofi hits a top rope cross body to retain at 11:29.



Rating: C+. We get it: Kofi can beat Miz. Now why did we need to see this
for a fourth time? I’ve heard the plan is to move Miz to the main event
again, so the solution is to have him lose FOUR TIMES? The lack of drama
hurts this, as the announcers kept harping on the 3-0 that Kofi has been
since this feud started. Not a bad match but it was beating a dead horse.

Post match Miz offers a handshake (you read that right) but Kofi
dropkicks him to the floor. Jerk.

Prime Time Players vs. Sin Cara/Rey Mysterio

Young vs. Cara to start with Darren taking control. Titus adds his power
stuff before it’s back to Young with a cravate. Titus breaks up a hot tag
for a second before an enziguri from Cara lets him tag Mysterio. Rey
speeds things up and ranas Titus into 619 position, only to have Darren
break it up. Titus grabs a charging Rey and hits the Clash of the Titus
for the pin at 3:13.

Rating: D+. At least with this feud that keeps going the teams are
alternating wins. Titus and Young have charisma to them where they’re fun
to watch. Mysterio and Cara are going to be popular no matter what they
do, so there’s nothing for them to lose here. This was short but it was
competitive enough to not be terrible.

Post match Striker tries to interview the Players, but the Players
interview themselves with every answer being millions of dollars. They
make Striker say it too but he’s not so enthusiastic. They try to get
Striker to do the millions of dollars dance but he gets whistled at for
having no rhythm and a bad mustache. The Players do the dance instead.

As this is being written, Linda McMahon has officially lost her race in
the Senate.

We recap the Cena/AJ/Vickie stuff from last night and by recap, I mean



show the whole thing. We’re going to get MORE footage on Raw. Good grief
END THIS STUPID STORY ALREADY!

Booker and Teddy talk about the tag match tonight with Teddy saying that
he made a lot of tag matches too. This turns into Booker implying Teddy
is sucking up to him. Oh wait Booker is just kidding.

Big Show/Wade Barrett vs. William Regal/Sheamus

After the break, we look at the video from earlier again in case someone
forgot it. BIG pop for Regal. Sheamus chases the heels to the floor
before the match starts and we stall a lot. Show wants to start with
Regal but both guys tag to bring in Barrett vs. Sheamus. It’s their usual
power brawling stuff to start with Sheamus finally getting two off a
clothesline. Off to Regal in his one piece women’s swimsuit for his usual
hard stuff to Barrett’s chest. Sheamus hits the slingshot shoulder for
two.

Show yells at the referee a lot and it’s back to Regal, who gets a pop on
his second tag instead of the first. Regal gets his legs swept out from
under him and Big Show comes in to pound him down. The heels double team
the home country guy but Regal keeps fighting back. Show shoulders him
right back down and puts on a nerve hold as we take a break. Back with
Barrett still working over Regal before bringing Show back in.

Show works on Regal’s arm and Regal yells a lot while having an EVIL look
on his face. I think JBL said that the Souvenir has been changed to the
Bull Hammer now. I wouldn’t be complaining about the name change. Barrett
hooks a front facelock but Regal shakes him off. That and a forearm to
Barrett’s face are enough to make the tag to Sheamus who fires off a
bunch of ax handles to drop Show. The top rope shoulder looks to set up
the Brogue Kick but a Barrett distraction allows Show to spear Sheamus
down. Off to Regal who fires on Show with everything he’s got, but the
WMD knocks him silly for the pin at about 14:00.



Rating: C-. This was your standard main event tag match for the hometown
audience. I’m kind of glad they didn’t have Regal get a win over either
of these guys because it would have been silly to have a guy never on the
show get a win over a top guy. If this were a house show it would have
been fine but on TV Regal losing was the right call.

We recap the food fight last week with Orton and Del Rio.

Del Rio doesn’t have much to say but Rosa wishes him luck.

We get the Brad Maddox segment from Raw. This one is clipped though.

Orton says he’s crazy and doesn’t mind being called names by Del Rio.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Randy Orton

This is falls count anywhere and anything goes, since I guess Hardcore is
on the not cool list of terms now. We come back from a break but WAIT,
before the match we have to look at some SyFy show to fill in more time
so we don’t have a 25 minute main event. Here’s Alberto, but here’s
ANOTHER recap before the bell can ring. If anything goes here, why
doesn’t Ricardo come in and help Alberto?

He hands Del Rio a chair but Orton knocks it away from Alberto. The chair
gets wedged between the top and middle rope in the corner but Orton
dropkicks Del Rio to the floor. Alberto sends him into the barricade and
has to escape the Elevated DDT. They head into the crowd with Randy
giving chase. Del Rio whips him into some big metal cases. They head into
the concourse and we take a break.

Back with the brawl continuing in the back before they head into the
arena again. Del Rio drapes him over a barricade and hits a knee lift for
two. They fight back up the steps with Orton pounding him in the head. A
cameraman goes down as we go to a flat area where Del Rio hits a



superkick and a chair shot for two. We take another break and come back
with Del Rio having steps placed in the ring. Orton fights back and they
go to the floor by the stage where Orton backdrops Del Rio from the floor
to the ramp for two.

Ricardo tries to choke Randy a bit and is immediately shrugged off. Orton
throws Ricardo into the British phone booth on the stage and pounds on
him a bit. It’s about time some of those props up there were used. Orton
hits the clotheslines back in the ring and sends Del Rio into the chair
that Alberto set up earlier. Del Rio sends Orton to the apron but Orton
comes back with a headbutt.

There’s a table set up at ringside but Orton can’t suplex Bertie through
it. Instead Alberto hits an enzugri to send Randy through it VERY slowly.
That gets two on the floor and Alberto grabs a mic. He says he’s the new
Apex Predator of the WWE and there’s the armbreaker. Apparently rope
breaks don’t count here (yet they count in the Cell I believe) so Orton
has to hit Del Rio in the head with the mic to escape. Alberto sends him
shoulder first into the post and pulls the steps into position. Del Rio
tries an Elevated DDT onto those steps but Randy escapes and it’s the RKO
onto the steps for the pin at 21:45.

Rating: B. For a main event on free TV, this was a solid hardcore match.
Does Orton ever lose matches with rules like this one had? They beat on
each other really well with Orton getting the better of it for the most
part, but Alberto didn’t look bad at all. Hopefully this ends the feud
like traditional storytelling would dictate.

Josh’s line to close the show: “Who is the Apex Predator of the WWE?” SO
WHAT WAS THE POINT OF THIS FREAKING MATCH??? Orton just beat him in a
brutal match but we’re still not sure? And they wonder why no one is
interested in their stories anymore.

Overall Rating: C. The main event was good but the rest of the show was
only ok. Te real problem here is that Smackdown adds absolutely nothing



to WWE anymore. It’s a lot of matches you different versions of on Raw
and a big tag match that doesn’t mean anything outside of England. On top
of that you get long recaps from Raw and that’s it. Seriously, what else
is there on Smackdown? Oh there’s that wacky Teddy and Booker bantering.

This show is worthless anymore and the rating is going to bomb with the
election being tight at the moment. But hey, when you have a ton of bad
stuff on Raw, the solution is to just air it again right? Tonight’s
episode did not need to be on Tuesday and it’s not going to mean
anything, as these feuds are the same ones you get on Raw. Why the WWE
thinks people want to see them again on Tuesday/Friday is beyond me, but
what do I know?

Results

Kofi Kingston b. The Miz – Cross Body

Prime Time Players b. Sin Cara/Rey Mysterio – Clash of the Titus to Rey

Big Show/Wade Barrett b. Sheamus/William Regal – WMD to Regal

Randy Orton b. Alberto Del Rio – RKO onto steel steps

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Survivor Series Count-Up 2012
Redo  –  2000:  Austin  Breaks
HHH
Survivor  Series 2000
Date: November 19, 2000
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Location: Ice Palace, Tampa, Florida
Attendance: 18,602
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

After Austin was run over last year, it was revealed that Rikishi had
been driving. Once people realized this was possibly the dumbest idea in
wrestling history, the story was changed to Rikishi being the henchman
for the real big bad: HHH. Tonight’s main event is Austin vs. HHH in a
grudge match, along with Rock vs. Rikishi in a match that no one was
asking for. Oh and remember that Angle guy that debuted here last year?
He’s world champion now and defending against the now biker Undertaker.
For some reason I never remember this show so hopefully it’ll make a
better impression on me here. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is about HHH of course. This is one of those instances
where I’m fine with the focus not being on the title match, because this
story is more important.

Steve Blackman/Crash Holly/Molly Holly vs. T&A/Trish Stratus

If there’s a story here, I certainly can’t think of it. This was during
the time where T&A took over the APA’s offices and called themselves the
T&APA. Molly is brand new here and is still quite cute. Blackman is
Hardcore Champion. Albert and Blackman start things off and apparently
Crash is here because the APA left him in charge of the office. Speaking
of Crash he comes in and dives into a slam from Albert, which is
countered into a cross body.

Trish wants to beat up Crash but kicks Albert low instead. Off to Molly
so Trish runs. Test comes in so Molly bails. We’re doing a lot of running
around here without anything of note happening. Crash hits a nice
slingshot rana for two but gets his head kicked off by Test. The
Pumphandle Slam is escapes and Test is sent into Albert. Trish comes in
and misses an elbow so it’s back to Molly. Albert pulls Molly’s hair but
Trish can’t do anything with her yet. Blackman’s tag isn’t seen and T&A



beats on Molly for a second before everything breaks down. A bulldog gets
two for Trish but Molly finishes her with a top rope sunset flip.

Rating: C-. The match wasn’t terrible or anything, but why wasn’t this a
dark match? The story is barely there, the wrestling was just ok, and I
don’t think this really fired up anyone for the show. I don’t get the
thinking here but maybe they just wanted to get this out of the way
before we got to everything else? That’s all I can think of. Trish and
Molly looked good at least.

Molly is about to fall out of her top and Jerry loses it.

Christian is sick so Edge and Christian can’t help Angle in the world
title match. They’re on for beers after the show though.

Tiger Ali Singh and Low Down (Chaz (Mosh from the Headbangers)/D’Lo
Brown) can’t get into the building. This guy was around for years and
never went anywhere.

Radicalz vs. Team Chyna

Chris Benoit, Perry Saturn, Dean Malenko, Eddie Guerrero

Road Dogg, Billy Gunn, K-Kwik, Chyna

Kwik is R-Truth, which is what I’ll be referring to him as more than
likely. Eddie is IC Champion and Dean is Light Heavyweight Champion. I
would call this Team DX but they’re not together anymore. Saturn and Gunn
get things going here but it’s quickly off to Chyna for a double suplex.
Chyna pounds away in the corner as we’re waiting on the Eddie vs. Chyna
showdown. A powerslam gets two on Saturn and there’s the handspring elbow
but Saturn catches her. A DDT puts Saturn down but everything breaks
down. Eddie hits Chyna in the back with a title belt and Saturn gets the
easy pin.



Roadie comes in next but gets suplexed down almost immediately. Off to
Eddie who pounds away and dropkicks Dogg’s knee out. Dean comes in but
it’s quickly back to Eddie for a slingshot hilo onto the knee. Eddie goes
up but runs his mouth too long, allowing Roadie to superplex him down.
There’s the hot tag to Billy who immediately charges into a triple team
in the Radicals’ corner. Smart guy that Billy. Billy fights them off and
takes over on Eddie with a gorilla press and the One and Only (sleeper
drop) for the pin and elimination.

Off to Dean vs. Truth with the latter flipping out of a hip toss. Truth
tries a Downward Spiral but Dean falls backwards instead. Eh they screwed
that one up. Off to Benoit who wants nothing to do with the hipping and
the hopping so he Germans the tar out of Truth for the pin to make it
3-2. Off to Saturn vs. Road Dogg with the former taking over. Dean
suplexes Dogg down for two and it’s back to Saturn for a northern lights
suplex to get us down to Saturn/Benoit/Malenko vs. Billy.

Billy gets to fight Dean first with the Radicals taking over quickly.
Benoit low bridges Billy but Saturn accidentally superkicks Benoit on the
floor. Back in the ring Dean ducks his head and the Fameasser makes it
2-1. A Jackhammer gets two on Saturn as Benoit makes the save. Benoit
hits the Swan Dive for two and the Wolverine is shocked on the kickout.
Benoit is sent to the apron and Gunn tries to suplex him back in, only
for the Warrior/Rude ending with Saturn tripping Billy and holding his
foot for the pin.

Rating: C. This was fine but it never got to be anything interesting.
Truth never worked in the WWF in his original run and the whole tandem
rapping thing with Road Dogg didn’t work at all. Gunn was into that
awkward singles stage of his which never worked the way the company
wanted it to. Not bad here but it was nothing better than fine.

Rock is here and doesn’t want to chat with Lillian.

Jericho talks about a beast that is about to explode, meaning himself



against Kane. Jericho spilled coffee on Kane and made burn remarks,
setting up this feud. Unfortunately Jericho didn’t get the Sanka on a
Pole match.

Kane vs. Chris Jericho

Big pop for Jericho here. Jericho pounds away to start but the offense
doesn’t have much effect. Kane slugs him down in the corner but Jericho
keeps speeding things up. We head to the floor with Jericho diving mostly
over the top to take Kane out. They head back to the apron and Jericho
dropkicks Kane down to the floor. The steps get kicked into Kane’s face
and the Canadian keeps control.

Jericho tries a top rope cross body but is easily caught and slammed down
for two. Apparently Jericho has a bad back from being through through a
window by Kane on Raw. Kane pounds him down in the corner but Jericho
escapes a belly to back suplex with some right hands to the head. Jericho
charges into a big boot and Kane hooks a freakish over the back choke, as
in their backs are to each other with Kane pulling on Jericho’s chin
while Jericho is in the air.

Kane pulls the buckle pad off but neither guy can get rammed into it.
Kane uppercuts Jericho down over and over but Jericho keeps popping back
up. Back to the floor with Kane still in full control. Kane goes up but
gets crotched to slow him down. Another attempt at the clothesline jumps
into a dropkick to the ribs and things speed up a bit.

Jericho blocks a big boot and goes up top with a missile dropkick getting
two. Jericho’s forearm is caught but he slides down Kane’s back and rams
him into the exposed buckle. There are the Walls on Kane for a good while
but Kane finally crawls to the ropes. They get their legs intertwined and
fall to the mat where Kane kicks Jericho off. In an embarrassing looking
spot, Jericho hits the bulldog but Kane is too far away so the masked
dude has to scoot over so it can hit. Not that it matters as he catches
Jericho in a chokeslam for the pin.



Rating: C-. This didn’t work for me for the most part. The idea was
supposed to be about Kane hating Jericho for insulting him, but instead
this was just a wrestling match. On top of that the match wasn’t a
particularly good one with Jericho not really doing anything beyond his
basic stuff. Their last man standing match at Armageddon was much better.

Terri tells the Radicals that HHH has a plan for later.

European Title: Hardcore Holly vs. William Regal

Regal is defending and he complains about American manners before the
match. Holly pounds away to start and Regal is more than comfortable in a
fist fight. Regal trips Holly up and sends him shoulder first into the
post. The fans don’t seem to care about this and I can’t say I blame
them. Regal works on the arm for awhile before waving to the fans. Off to
a cross armbreaker for awhile before Holly is stomped to the floor. Regal
works on the arm a bit more but gets caught by a crossbody for two. A low
blow stops Holly and it’s back to the arm. Holly finally snaps and goes
to the floor, grabs the belt and hits Regal for the DQ.

Rating: D-. LAME match here as it kept going forever (even though it
didn’t even last six minutes) and no one cared. Then on top of that Holly
just goes to the floor and gets the belt for a DQ? Why would he do
something like that? My guess is his brain was melted by how boring this
match was. I have no idea what they were thinking here.

Angle is warming up in the back when Trish comes up. Tonight is the start
of Angle’s second year in the company and Trish points out that Stephanie
isn’t here tonight, so maybe Kurt needs some “special” assistance.. Angle
appreciates it but doesn’t need Test and Albert. Kurt was hilarious back
then.

We recap Rock vs. Rikishi. Rikishi was revealed as the driver of the car
that ran over Austin. When he was explaining what he did, he said that he
did it for the Rock. Rock rose up the card during Austin’s absence



because while Austin was there, the Samoans were being held down. Yep,
they turned it into a race thing. Rikishi was in a car driven by HHH and
drove at Rock, hitting him in the chest with a sledgehammer, leaving Rock
in bad shape coming into tonight.

Rikishi vs. The Rock

Rock charges at the ring and it’s on quickly. Rock pounds Rikishi against
the ropes and hits a Samoan Drop. He grabs a chair but Tim White disarms
Rock, allowing Rikishi to superkick him down. A single stomp to Rock’s
injured chest gives the fat man control. Rikishi hits a legdrop and Rock
is already in trouble. Rock tries some right hands but Rikishi takes him
right back down with a side slam for two.

Rock sends him to the floor and sends Rikishi’s head into the steps.
Seriously, Rock, you’re half Samoan. You know better than that. Rikishi
pops back up and drops Rock chest first onto the barricade to take over
again. The referee gets run over and we head back into the ring. Rikishi
pulls out a sledgehammer but walks into a Rock Bottom before he can swing
it. The referee crawls back in but it only gets a very delayed two.

Rikishi takes him down again and hits a headbutt to the chest to take
over again. A Samoan Drop puts Rock down and Rikishi sits down on his
chest for two. Rikishi rams into Rock in the corner and loads up a
Stinkface to humiliate Rock a bit. Rock explodes out of the corner with a
clothesline and both guys are down. A superkick misses and Rock
spinebusters him down. The People’s Elbow gets…the pin? A single elbow
apparently is enough to keep Rikishi down for about 40 seconds while Rock
crawls over to him. That’s one heck of an elbow.

Rating: C+. This took a bit to get going but once they got to the big
slugfest stuff it was a lot better. At the end of the day though, Rikishi
just did not belong in this world and he never worked as a heel. He’s a
fat guy in a thong and not a guy that people want to boo. Thankfully once
the six man Cell was over he pretty much just stopped being a main



eventer and formed a Samoan monster team with Haku.

Post match Rikishi destroys Rock and lays him out with a bunch of Banzai
Drops to the bad chest.

HHH is with the Radicals when Foley comes in and bans the Radicals from
ringside in the main event. HHH doesn’t care so Foley makes it No DQ as
well. HHH still doesn’t care. Methinks evil is afoot.

Women’s Title: Ivory vs. Lita

Ivory is in the RTC and is defending here. Lita goes straight at her and
the fight is on fast. A quick hiptoss puts Ivory down as does an
enziguri. Ivory comes back with a clothesline as Jerry panics over seeing
Lita’s thong. Ivory hits a right hand and HOLY SWEET GOODNESS is Lita
bleeding from it! I mean she is GUSHING. During the replay of it, Lita
botches a rana and drives Ivory’s head into the mat. I’m not sure which
of those hurt worse.

Steven Richards comes out so Lita throws Ivory to the floor and hits a
big dive to take both of them out. A cross body gets two for Lita but the
moonsault misses thanks to Steven. Ivory misses a belt shot and gets
suplexed down. Lita takes her own top off but the moonsault hits knees.
Apparently Ivory pulled the belt up and knocked Lita out with it to
retain.

Rating: D. This was like any Raw match you would have ever seen. That’s
the theme for this show so far: most of the matches are nothing special
and could have been on most TV shows. Lita looked out of it in there,
which says a lot for her as she got WAY better in a few years, as did
Trish. Nothing to see here. Ivory would start feuding with Chyna very
soon.

Coach has no updates on Rock.



Jericho jumps Kane and beats him up, setting up their rematch.

We recap Angle vs. Undertaker. Angle won EVERYTHING his rookie year and
Taker is Taker. That’s about the extent of the feud.

Taker says this is his show and he’ll win the title.

WWF World Title: Undertaker vs. Kurt Angle

Angle is defending if that wasn’t clear. Before the match, Angle asks us
for a moment of silence to reflect on our favorite Angle moment of the
last year. We get some Florida can’t vote right jokes before Angle lists
off his accomplishments in the last year. Taker cuts him off before Kurt
gets to the Eurocontinental Title. This is the match where Taker is
wearing the stupid looking light camo pants. If there’s one thing Taker
should always wear, it’s dark colors.

Angle stalls on the floor to start and won’t get in the ring to fight.
Taker goes out and gets a chair as Angle is in the ring. The champ hides
behind the referee and Taker throws the chair over to Kurt to even the
odds. As Taker is removing his coat, Angle blasts him with the chair and
the bell finally rings. Taker pounds away in the corner to start but
apparently punches himself out, allowing Undertaker to hammer away in the
corner. A legdrop gets two for Taker as he pulls Angle up.

Old School (I know it’s called that because Taker shouts OLD SCHOOL
before hitting it) hits but Taker would rather walk around than cover.
Angle bails to the floor before the chokeslam can hit and things slow
down again. This is Angle’s game at the point: hang in there long enough
until he can find an opening and attack. Back in and Angle snaps off a
suplex to take over and send Taker to the floor. Now Angle is telling
Taker to get in the ring and fight. Nice touch.

Kurt dives off the apron at Taker but gets caught with ease (Kurt: “OH



GOD NO!”) and rammed into the post. Taker does it again for fun and Angle
is in trouble. Back in and Taker pounds away on the back but Angle gets
in some shots to the leg to take over. The leg gets wrapped around the
middle rope but Taker comes back with a Fujiwara Armbar. Here are Edge
and Christian for a distraction a second before Angle taps out. Like
every other schmuck face, Taker lets go of the hold when he has Angle
dead to rights.

Angle picks the leg and takes Taker down again before hooking a leg lock.
This goes on for awhile because the fact that Taker hasn’t tapped out in
ten years has never taught a heel that his hold is no better than anyone
elses. Taker escapes and bails to the floor to beat up the Canadians who
I believe are ejected. Back in and there’s the chokeslam as Taker’s leg
is fine. Edge and Christian have the referee again so the chokeslam only
gets two.

A quick rollup with tights gets two for Kurt and a Russian legsweep gets
the same for Taker. After a quick breather for Angle on the floor, he
comes back in for a bad Figure Four on the challenger. Taker reverses and
Angle gets the rope as is the custom for this sequence. A powerslam gets
two for Taker but Angle goes right back to the leg. Kurt throws the
Figure Four on around the post but Taker kicks him off.

Back in and Taker is right back up to his feet because he doesn’t feel
like selling tonight. There’s only so much Angle can do when all the work
he does on the leg doesn’t mean anything because Taker won’t just
freaking limp. Angle hits Taker low and like an idiot tries a Tombstone.
Taker counters the counter and drills Angle off the apron to the floor.

Kurt dives under the ring but Taker pulls him back out. Back in and Taker
hits the Last Ride….but the referee won’t count the three. Why not?
Because that’s not Kurt Angle. That’s ERIC Angle, Kurt’s nearly identical
brother in identical tights. Kurt comes in and rolls Taker up with a
handful of tights for the pin to retain. That’s the first time in seven
years that the title hasn’t changed hands at this PPV.



Rating: C+. That’s actually a brilliant ending and it keeps both guys
looking strong at the same time. They used the same thing with Lesnar vs.
Angle in 2003 and it still worked there too. As for the match, most of
the praise for it should go to Kurt and most of the blame should go to
Taker. Angle could wrestle the match of his life, but if Undertaker won’t
sell the knee injury, it doesn’t make a bit of difference. That can’t be
blamed on Kurt though, and the match wasn’t terrible as it was. These two
would have MUCH better matches down the line too.

After some replays, Kurt runs from the arena to a waiting car to bail.

The XFL has cheerleaders!

Team Dudley Boys vs. Team Edge and Christian

Dudley Boys, Hardy Boys vs. Edge and Christian, Bull Buchanan, Goodfather

Buchanan and Goodfather are the RTC and they’re actually tag champions
here instead of one of the other three teams. Bubba and Bull start things
off but the crowd is kind of dead so far. Bubba elbows him down for two
and it’s off to D-Von. A big boot puts D-Von down and it’s off to
Goodfather for another boot to the head but no cover. Off to Christian
who pounds away at D-Von but walks into a reverse inverted DDT. This
match isn’t exactly taking off.

Matt comes in to clean house as everything breaks down. The Hardys take
off their shirts to reveal camo shirts that match the Dudleys. In the
melee, the Edge-O-Matic (actually called that here) pins Matt. D-Von vs.
Edge now with the former hitting a swinging neckbreaker for no cover. D-
Von takes down both Canadians with a double clothesline but a Buchanan
distraction lets Christian hit the Killswitch for the elimination to make
it 4-2.

Bubba comes in and throws Christian around a bit before it’s off to Jeff.



The fans want tables but they get Jeff sent to the floor and a tag to
Buchanan. Back to Bubba who runs over the Bull a few times and beats up
Goodfather a bit too. The Canadians get backdropped a few times before
Edge accidentally spears Buchanan down, giving Bubba an easy pin.
Christian accidentally splashes Edge giving Bubba another easy pin. It’s
Jeff/Bubba vs. Christian/Goodfather.

They botch something but Goodfather hooks a Death Valley Driver for the
pin on Bubba. Jeff gets to start with Christian but knocks Goodfather off
the apron first. Christian misses a charge and hits post. The Swanton
eliminates Christian and about twenty seconds later Val Venis (also RTC)
clotheslines Goodfather by mistake, giving Jeff the winning pin.

Rating: C-. Much like the rest of the show, this wasn’t bad but it was
nothing interesting for the most part. The tag division would get going
again soon with TLC 2 which was somehow even better than the first
edition. Having Jeff win here is fine but without Matt at this point, the
fans didn’t really care. Granted that could be said about the rest of the
show too. Again, another acceptable match but nothing I’ll remember in an
hour.

Jeff gets beaten up but the Dudleys and Matt make the save and put the
RTC through tables.

Austin is walking.

HHH tells the Radicals they know what to do.

We recap Austin vs. HHH. You know the story by this point: Rikishi had a
boss and it was revealed to be HHH. HHH explained that he did it because
while Austin was gone, HHH rose to the top of the company and even took
over everything. Tonight is the big fight between the two of them and
it’s No DQ.



Steve Austin vs. HHH

No DQ remember. I miss the My Time song that HHH used to use, but this is
a remix of it that isn’t as good. After a little staredown, Austin goes
right at HHH and beats him around the ring. The initial beatdown goes on
for a few minutes with Austin focusing on the back due to some physical
therapy HHH has been having or something like that. HHH comes back with a
Facebuster but Austin immediately hits the Thesz Press to take him right
back down.

They head to the floor with Austin still in full control. Austin picks up
a big piece of metal but HHH knocks it away. They fight over to the
production area and then to the back and then back to the arena in a few
seconds. Back in the aisle, HHH counters a suplex into one of his own to
put Austin in even more trouble. They fight back to ringside and Austin
is thrown onto the announce table before fighting back, sending HHH into
the steps.

After destroying the timekeeper’s area, Austin slams a monitor into HHH’s
head to bust him open. The beer cooler is thrown around, resulting in a
huge puddle on the floor. Austin has a seat on the steps and has a beer
because he’s thirsty. HHH gets thrown into the ring but Austin stops to
yell at JR, allowing the Game to get in some shots. A Stunner is
countered into a neckbreaker and both guys are down.

HHH sends Austin into the post and bends him around said post, now
working on the back which Austin had surgery on. A brief Austin comeback
is stopped dead by another neckbreaker. HHH’s psychology is working well
here. Austin comes back with that whip spinebuster but the middle finger
elbow misses. They head back outside with both guys getting whipped into
the barricade. HHH gets the advantage and loads up a Pedigree on the
steps but gets backdropped through the announce table in a cool spot.

They head back inside and HHH bails to the corner. WHY WOULD YOU BACK
INTO A CORNER AGAINST STEVE AUSTIN??? He deserves the mudhole stomping he



gets. There’s the Stunner but Austin stops before covering. Instead
Austin gets a chair and sets to Pillmanize the ankle. He thinks twice of
that and wraps the chair around HHH’s neck instead. HHH rolls to the
floor and they fight up the aisle again.

This time they head to the production area and then through a curtain and
into the back, the same place they went for a few seconds earlier. HHH
rams Austin into an anvil case but Austin sends him into a soda machine.
Here are the Radicalz to attack Austin and give HHH a breather. After
referees pull back the Radicalz, Austin chases HHH into the parking lot
where HHH gets into a car. All of a sudden HHH is on a mic which is
stupid but you have to go with it. Austin is nowhere to be seen. Oh wait
there he is in a forklift, picking HHH and his car up. HHH screams for
mercy and is dropped down, destroying the car to end the show.

Rating: B-. This was ok but it never got to the point they were reaching
for I don’t think. The problem here is the same as it was in 1996 for
Austin: everyone remembers the rematch far better because it’s probably
better. That being said, this wasn’t nearly as good as the first Austin
vs. Hart match but I digress. This wasn’t that great, but it was ok. It’s
not PPV main event good, but for a big brawl it was acceptable.

Overall Rating: C-. This is a really hard one to grade. The problem with
this show is that while nothing on it was bad, nothing on it was good
either. Nothing on this show is something that I will ever want to watch
again because nothing on it is anything above ok. The title I used for
the other review of this is that I never remember this show. Well there’s
a reason for that: it’s not very good. If you have to see every show in
the series you won’t hate it, but there’s no reason to watch this other
than for the sake of completeness.

Ratings Comparison

Steve Blackman/Crash Holly/Molly Holly vs. T&A/Trish Stratus



Original: D+

Redo: C-

The Radicalz vs. Team Chyna

Original: B-

Redo: C

Kane vs. Chris Jericho

Original: B-

Redo: C-

William Regal vs. Hardcore Holly

Original: D-

Redo: D-

The Rock vs. Rikishi

Original: B

Redo: C+

Ivory vs. Lita

Original: D+

Redo: D

Kurt Angle vs. Undertaker



Original: B-

Redo: C+

Team Dudley Boys vs. Team Edge and Christian

Original: C-

Redo: C-

Steve Austin vs. HHH

Original: D-

Redo: B-

Overall Rating:

Original: D+

Redo: C-

That main event is the big surprise as I HATED it the first time but I
thought it was pretty good here. Odd indeed.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/07/24/survivor-series-2000-i-never-rem
ember-this-show/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/07/24/survivor-series-2000-i-never-remember-this-show/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/07/24/survivor-series-2000-i-never-remember-this-show/


Ever Wanted To Know How The
Hierarchy In WWE Works?
http://www.wwe.com/f/doc/2012/11/20121102_642xvariable_highera
rchy_AM.pdf

 

If the main shows were this entertaining, I’d have a lot less
to say in the reviews.  And since this is WWE.com, it’s
canonical, meaning I can point to this if I want to complain
about bosses.

Survivor  Series  Main  Event
Changed
Tonight  on Raw the Survivor Series main event was changed
from the traditional Survivor Series match to…. Punk defending
against Ryback and Cena for the title.  If this is designed
for anything but Punk pinning Cena so that he can retain the
title and head into the Rumble with the belt to get crushed by
Rock, I’ll eat my hat.  Ok I’ll buy a hat first and then I’ll
eat it.

 

Thoughts?
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Monday Night Raw – November
5,  2012:  This  Show  Might
Start  Another  War  With
Britain
Monday Night Raw
Date: November 5, 2012
Location: LG Arena, Birmingham, England
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jim Ross

We’re in England for another taped show here which usually don’t come off
all that well. Survivor Series is in less than two weeks and while we
have a main event not, it doesn’t really mean anything overall. The main
issue tonight is finding out why Brad Maddox screwed Ryback out of the
title at HIAC which is apparently opening the show. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the end of last week’s show with the announcement
of the teams.

Earlier today (like the rest of the show), Miz asked Heyman what kind of
a leader runs away from his team. Heyman says it’s the Art of War….and
Miz QUITS the team!

Theme song.

We get a stupid narrator doing a voiceover about the stuff with Vickie
and Cena last week. STOP DOING THIS ON WRESTLING SHOWS! IT SOUNDS
FREAKING DUMB!

Rey Mysterio/Sin Cara/R-Truth vs. Prime Time Players/Antonio Cesaro

So much for Maddox starting the show I guess. Cesaro and Truth Tout to
each other that they don’t like each other. Seriously? We go from Gabriel

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/05/monday-night-raw-november-5-2012-this-show-might-start-another-war-with-britain/
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and Kidd to R-Truth? That’s the best they’ve got? The masked dudes make
fun of the Players’ dance which is always funny. Cesaro and Cara start
things off here and Antonio takes it to the mat. Cara will have none of
that and nips up before hitting a quick rana to take Cesaro down. Off to
Young vs. Truth with Darren getting in trouble fast.

Titus and Rey come in and the masked guys hit stereo kicks to a seated
Titus for two. Truth does the same with a low dropkick for two and all
six guys stare at each other as we go to a break. Back with Cara jumping
in to hit Young in the arm before firing off forearms. Cara slips going
up the ropes for the armdrag but it didn’t look terrible. Rey loads up
the 619 on Young but Cesaro makes a blind tag and picks off Rey into a
tilt-a-whirl backbreaker.

That gets two and here’s Titus for a series of backbreakers. Cesaro’s
gutwrench sets up a front facelock on Rey but Mysterio sends him into the
corner. Everything breaks down and Truth hits a suplex into a Stunner on
Cesaro for two. Young’s gutbuster is escaped by Cara and it’s a 619 and
Little Jimmy from Truth to pin Cesaro at 7:50 shown of 10:50.

Rating: C. Not bad here but this thing about Truth and Cesaro “developing
a rivalry” that fast is a joke. No, Touting about each other and being in
a six man doesn’t develop a rivalry. It means they’re setting up a match
at Survivor Series and nothing else. Stop overhyping everything
immediately as it makes things sound stupid. The match was fine.

Lawler is back next week.

We recap Vickie/Cena from last week again.

Here’s Vickie with some IRON CLAD video evidence of the affair between
Cena and AJ. She shows us the SAME VIDEOS FROM LAST WEEK. GOOD FREAKING
GRIEF WE AREN’T THIS FREAKING STUPID! Cena comes out before the new video
is shown to interrupt Vickie and make fun of her a bit. “Vickie Guerrero
running a clean show isn’t going to happen. It’s like me learning a new
move. I’ve got five and that’s it.”

Cena brings up Vickie’s relationships with Edge and Ziggler but Vickie
doesn’t seem to care. We get the video of AJ in a robe going into



someone’s room but we can’t see who. Cena says that proves nothing but we
get a clip of Cena in a towel coming out of the same room to get
something. Cena says the footage is bogus and Vickie says the lies are
exhausting. They’re not the only things kid.

Vickie wants AJ to come out here but she gets AJ on the screen instead.
AJ says Vickie doesn’t want her out here because it’ll result in the
beating of Vickie’s life and AJ will get fired. Ziggler pops up and puts
his arm around AJ and implies she’s a w****. That’s it…again. As in YET
AGAIN nothing happens in this story.

Heyman recruits Barrett (POP) to replace Miz. That would actually make
sense so I doubt it’ll happen. Yep, Barrett turns him down because he
doesn’t trust Heyman. Barrett steps off camera and immediately comes back
on, saying he’ll join the team but Heyman owes him. Heyman says ok.

Daniel Bryan vs. Cody Rhodes

HELL NO gets one of the biggest pops of the night. Feeling out process to
start until Bryan moonsaults out of the corner and starts firing off the
kicks. Cody gets backdropped to the floor where Sandow jumps Kane. Bryan
actually stands up for his partner by hitting the suicide dive to take
out Sandow. Cody hits the Disaster Kick off the apron….and slides Bryan
in for the Cross Rhodes and pin at 1:55? Great way to kill your hot crowd
WWE.

Cody brags about the win and says Sandow could do the same to Bryan just
as easily. Kane pulls Damien in, and apparently we’re doing the EXACT
SAME THING that the Players and Mysterio/Cara did last week. Are they
THIS bankrupt for ideas?

Kane vs. Damien Sandow

This is joined in progress after a break with Kane in control. Sandow
gets in some offense but Kane is like boy please and knocks him back
down. Bryan and Cody get into a fight on the floor and get ejected. Back
to the match with Kane still in control. A side slam puts Sandow down and
the chokeslam gets the pin clean at 3:58.



Rating: D+. Yep, it’s exactly the same thing they did a week ago with
those other two tag teams, even down to the traded finishes. I’m utterly
amazed at how creatively bankrupt this company seems anymore as it’s like
they’re not even trying to do something interesting anymore. Between
doing the exact same thing in back to back weeks and the STUPID
AJ/Vickie/Cena thing and TOUTING to each other being grounds for a title
feud, this first hour has been rather stupid so far.

Here’s Cole to talk to referee Brad Maddox. Naturally we have to see a
video of something before we can advance though. I need to time how long
we spend on recaps one week. Cole asks if Maddox is working with Heyman
and Punk, but Brad says it’s all him. All his life, all he’s wanted to do
is be a WWE Superstar. The fans keep chanting Feed Me More so this is
taking a good while to get through. Maddox says he’s tried to get his
foot in the door but it’s been shut over and over. He’s sent tapes
everywhere and even once paid two grand for a tryout.

After all that, he was given a chance with a developmental contract. Even
in developmental he wasn’t good enough because he doesn’t look right or
wasn’t big enough or because he can’t flip enough. WWE told him he’d
never get to the main roster but he wouldn’t let his dream die. He said
he’d do whatever it took to get to the WWE, so he became a referee. When
Raw got expanded to 3 hours, he only needed one chance to make an impact.

Maddox reiterates that Punk had nothing to do with it but Punk was
shocked. Ryback and Punk and everyone else noticed him though and he’s
famous. Maddox wants to face Ryback. Oh dear I hope that doesn’t actually
happen. Here’s Vince to say that he doesn’t believe what Maddox is
saying, but he offers Maddox a million dollar contract if he can beat
Ryback next week.

Maddox gets out of the ring and Vince says hang on a second and goes to
the back. He comes back with Vickie and asks her if she believes Punk was
involved somehow. Vince leans on her a bit and she says she agrees, so
Vince asks why Punk is getting to hide behind all these people in a
Survivor Series match. Instead it should be a title defense
against…..Dolph Ziggler? Vince says that’s the wrong answer so it’s now
Punk defending against Ryback…and Cena. So to be clear, Vince can



override Vickie (he threatened to fire her) but he just doesn’t for some
reason most of the time. Good to know.

Sheamus vs. The Miz

Show comes out just behind Miz to watch the match. Sheamus runs Miz over
to start but Miz slips down to the floor to avoid the forearms on the
apron. Cole brings up the White Noise from last week and Show yells a
lot. Miz pounds away in the corner but Sheamus comes back with the Regal
Roll. The pale one drapes Miz over the top rope and pounds on him with
the forearms to knock Miz to the floor. Sheamus gets sent into the
announce table and Miz takes over.

Back in and Miz hits a kick to the chest and puts on a chinlock as we
take a break. Back with Miz hitting a top rope ax handle for two. Off to
a chinlock as Show torments Cole some more. Sheamus suplexes out of the
hold but walks into the Reality Check. Miz’s corner clothesline is
countered by the ax handle to the face. A knee lift looks to set up White
Noise but Sheamus has to settle for a powerslam instead.

The top rope shoulder gets two for Sheamus but White Noise is countered
again. The short DDT gets two and Show double dog dares Cole to bring up
the 45 seconds reign. Miz avoids the Cloverleaf and the Brogue Kick, but
Sheamus escapes the Finale and hits White Noise. Brogue Kick gets the pin
at 14:40.

Rating: C. So. Freaking. What. That can sum up this entire show. Sheamus
beats up Miz which is the only logical solution as Miz has nothing going
on right now and we’re supposed to believe that a win over Miz means
ANYTHING anymore. Sheamus vs. Show is probably the best story going on
right now and even that is nothing special whatsoever. As I said, this
whole show seems like it doesn’t matter at all.

Vickie comes out of Vince’s office to talk to Dolph It’s officially Team
Ziggler at Survivor Series. Punk comes up to claim a conspiracy and goes
on a rant about Vince. Tonight it’s Ziggler/Punk vs. Ryback/Cena. Great.
ANOTHER worthless tag match.

Regal and Sheamus talk in the back and nothing is said.



We get almost the entire AJ/Vickie/Cena segment from earlier.

Eve Torres/Aksana vs. Layla/Kaitlyn

Aksana makes me feel better if nothing else. Aksana and Layla start
things off with Layla grabbing a quick rollup for two. Layla tries her
bouncing cross body out of the corner and thankfully Aksana decks her
while she’s bouncing to take over. A kick to the face gets two for Aksana
and it turns into kind of a fist fight which goes nowhere for the British
chick.

Off to Eve for a front facelock to keep things slow. Eve kicks away
Kaitlyn’s hand to stop the tag in a nice touch. The bouncing moonsault
from Eve is blocked by Layla and there’s the hot tag to Kaitlyn.
Everything breaks down and Eve hits that neckbreaker on Layla but Kaitlyn
hits a bad reverse DDT for the pin on Eve at 4:58.

Rating: D+. This wasn’t as bad as most of their matches have been lately.
Again it helps that they’re giving them some extra time, which sounds
simple but it gives them more practice. When you literally triple the
amount of time they’re getting on TV a week, the amount of practice also
triples. It’s still nothing to get excited about, but it’s notably better
than it was.

Alberto yells at Ricardo in the back when Rosa literally bumps into him.
They both seem interested by the other.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Kofi Kingston

During the entrance, we get clips of Orton and Del Rio fighting in the
catering area on Smackdown. Has there been a match without a recap during
the entrance so far tonight? Del Rio knocks Kofi down but Kingston comes
back with a jumping back elbow. The announcers talk about who is going to
be the new fifth member of Foley’s team. Is there a reason why Foley is
involved at this point? Alberto pounds away in the corner and knocks Kofi
to the floor.

Back in and Del Rio hits a double stomp and a suplex for two followed by
a body scissors. Alberto works on the arm as this is dragging along. Kofi



avoids a charge and Del Rio’s shoulder hits the post now. The fans are
pretty dead for this. Some dropkicks put Alberto down and there’s the
Boom Drop. The armbreaker is countered and the SOS gets two for Kofi.
Kofi misses a springboard cross body….and here’s Orton. Well his music at
least, allowing Kofi to roll up Del Rio for the pin at 7:45.

Rating: C-. This match felt like it went on for about twenty minutes
instead of just under eight. Ignoring the idea of Kofi, the IC Champion,
needing help from Orton to get a rollup win, the match was really dull
with Del Rio continuing to be boring in the ring with his really basic
arm work. Nothing to see here.

Orton comes in and hits the RKO on Del Rio post match.

We recap the Brad Maddox and Vince thing from earlier.

Santino Marella/Zack Ryder vs. Epico/Primo

Primo vs. Santino to start things off with marella taking him to the mat.
Santino asks for a break and Santino starts marching around the ring. Off
to an armbar by Marella and there’s the tag to Ryder. Zack misses a cross
body and the cousins take over with stomping in the corner. Ryder grabs a
rollup but Santino is arguing with the referee for some reason. Epico
comes in and hits a dropkick for two. Off to the chinlock for a few
seconds before Ryder escapes a suplex and hits a neckbreaker. There’s the
tag to Santino and everything breaks down. Santino busts out the Cobra
and lays out Epico for the pin 5:05.

Rating: D. Another boring match here which went on too long. I’ll give
them this: they’ve developed a lower card for the tag teams now. This one
was for the crowd though as the fans love Ryder and Santino. The match
was fine enough I guess, but this show has been so draining already that
it’s hard to care.

Brodus Clay vs. Wade Barrett

Brodus’ face looks different. Did he have facial hair and I never noticed
it? Brodus hits his suplex and a legdrop for two. Barrett comes back with
the Boss Man Slam and it’s off to a chinlock. Brodus hits a splash in the



corner but a second one misses and it’s the Souvenir for the pin at 2:58.
Just an extended squash.

Heath Slater vs. Jey Uso

THE USOS ARE STILL ALIVE! Slater plays the guitar to start but Jey
charges into a boot in the corner. Slater plays more guitar and it’s off
to a chinlock. Jey fights back but it’s time to hit that chinlock again.
Back up and a side kick to the face gets two for Heath. There’s the third
incarnation of the chinlock but Jey fights up and hits a superkick. Then
he stands around before doing anything. A top rope splash hits knees and
Slater hits an inverted DDT for the pin at 3:58. The DDT is called the
Smash Hit apparently.

Rating: D. I love the 3MB. They’re so stupid and goofy and they’re
exactly what these horribly boring Raw’s need. They’re the kind of act
where you can totally turn your brain off and just have fun for about
five minutes. Their promos are hilarious and they make the show fun for
just a few moments. I mean, we can do that on anything else on the show,
so take it where you can get it. Also the DDT is a way better move than
that sleeper drop Slater used forever.

Here’s Punk before the main event with something to say. He talks about
how he beat Ryback but people are trying to taint his victory because of
Maddox. Punk says he’s going to get screwed by Vince at Survivor Series
but he’ll win anyway because he’s the best in the world. We’re at 351
days, so Survivor Series is a big moment for him.

CM Punk/Dolph Ziggler vs. Ryback/John Cena

Cena vs. Punk starts things off and they fight over a top wristlock. It’s
quickly off to Ziggler who gets caught in a surfboard submission. A
bulldog puts Ziggler down and it’s off to Punk who is hiptossed for two.
Double teaming puts Cena down and Ziggler drops about ten elbows for a
two count. Back to Punk for a kick to the back of Cena’s head for two.
Punk works on the arm but Cena hits an AA out of nowhere to put Punk
down.

Back to Dolph who gets two off a Fameasser as does Punk off a



neckbreaker. An electric chair puts Punk down again and it’s back to
Ziggler. Dolph goes up but misses a missile dropkick and there’s the hot
tag to Ryback to face Punk. Ryback destroys both guys and Meathooks
Ziggler to the floor. Another Meathook puts Punk down and the Shell Shock
gets the pin at 10:12.

Rating: C. This was your normal main event tag and it’s so cute that they
want us to believe that Ryback has a chance in the main event of the PPV.
Cena is there so they can keep the title on Punk without having Ryback
get pinned again, because the stupid Rock vs. Punk match needs to happen,
because….screw it. This is freaking dumb and having the match set seven
months in advance was STUPID because no matter what Punk does, he’s never
near Rock or Cena’s level and no one is going to believe Punk has a
chance against Rock, but in modern WWE, who freaking cares because that’s
what they want to do.

Ryback and Cena stare at each other to end the show.

Overall Rating: D. The wrestling on this show, while long and drawn out
at times, was mostly fine with some decent matches, but at the end of the
day the show falls apart in the third hour when it’s clear that they’re
filling in time however they can. The fact that they’ve changed the
entire top of the card of the PPV a week later tells me they have no idea
what they’re doing and no plan at all. Tonight’s show felt like it should
have ended at about 10pm and the last few matches just dragged and
dragged, which isn’t something you want to see.

I have no idea what they think they’re going to do to fix things, but if
they think Rock is the solution to all of their problems, they’re in
trouble. WWE has been able to turn it on in a single night before, but
this is as bad as I can remember it being. It’s like they have no clue
what they want to do or where any of this is going. Cena and Vickie’s
feud is now thrown into a world title match which has nothing to do with
Vickie and Ziggler is in the Survivor Series match to somehow feud with
Foley who wasn’t even here tonight. This show is a huge mess anymore and
a lot needs to change, starting with losing an hour.

Results



R-Truth/Sin Cara/Rey Mysterio b. Antonio Cesaro/Prime Time Players –
Little Jimmy to Cesaro

Cody Rhodes b. Daniel Bryan – Cross Rhodes

Kane b. Damien Sandow – Chokeslam

Sheamus b. The Miz – Brogue Kick

Kaitlyn/Layla b. Aksana/Eve Torres – Reverse DDT to Eve

Kofi Kingston b. Alberto Del Rio – Rollup

Santino Marella/Zack Ryder b. Primo/Epico – Cobra to Epico

Wade Barrett b. Brodus Clay – Souvenir

Heath Slater b. Jey Uso – Smash Hit

Ryback/John Cena b. CM Punk/Dolph Ziggler – Shell Shock to Ziggler

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Survivor Series Count-Up 2012
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This is a BIG show (pun intended) as a lot of stuff happens here. We’ve
got a hall of famer debuting, a new world champion, and Austin getting
run over by a car, putting him out of action for about a year. Everyone
remembers it for the ending and the car stuff, so maybe there’s other
good stuff in here too. Let’s get to it.

We open with a video about the world title match tonight which they
promoted knowing that it wasn’t going to happen. Stay classy WWF.

Team Godfather/D’Lo Brown vs. Team Dudley Boys

Godfather, D’Lo Brown, Headbangers

Dudley Boys, Acolytes

The Dudleys are brand new, having been around maybe a month or two. This
is the debut of Brown as Godfather’s partner in pimping. The Headbangers
are dressed as pimps as well which is pretty funny. Bubba still has a bad
stutter here which was his whole gimmick for a few months. Godfather
makes fun of him to even further tick the Dudleys off. The Acolytes are
freshly out of the Corporate Ministry which has broken up and are just
big tough guys now.

Bubba vs. Mosh (in afro) start things off. Bubba steals said afro but
things speed up and the Dudleys are in trouble. A HARD clothesline takes
Mosh down and it’s off to D-Von. The Dudleys were awesome at this point
and were like nothing anyone had seen in years. Even their look was
totally different and it worked very well. Off to Thrasher who has an
afro held on with a chinstrap.

Bradshaw comes in and pounds away on Thrasher a bit before pounding him
upside the head. Thrasher misses a corner charge and the Clothesline
eliminates him quickly. Off to Mosh vs. Farrooq with the latter missing a
charge in the corner but not being affected by it that badly. Back to D-
Von as Jerry talks about wanting ho’s for Christmas. Mosh hits the
running crotch attack to D-Von’s back but it’s off to Bubba via a blind
tag and the 3D puts out Mosh, making it 4-2.

Brown comes in with a forearm to the head of Bubba and a legdrop for two.



For absolutely no apparent reason, Bradshaw blasts Brown with the chair
for a DQ, and does the same to Bubba as well, knocking him out cold. D-
Von and Farrooq both want the pin and get in a fight over it, resulting
in a double countout for a double elimination despite neither of them
being legal. That would be the Dudleys’ first real feud.

Back in the ring Bubba gets two on Brown as it’s apparently 2-1 now. A
suplex gets two for Bubba and it’s time for the bouncing punches from
Ray. Brown comes back with a Sky High for two and loads up a top rope
rana, only to get caught in a middle rope sitout powerbomb for two which
looked awesome. A double clothesline puts both guys down and it’s hot tag
to Godfather. The Ho Train sets up the Low Down for the final
elimination.

Rating: C. I remember reading someone say that Godfather was the perfect
opening act because you were guaranteed a good pop whenever he was out
there. The more I see of him in matches like this, the more I agree with
that statement. The guy wasn’t that great or anything, but the fans loved
him and he was always a fun character that you didn’t have to take too
seriously. That kind of fun character is a great choice for an opener and
this was a fine opener here too.

Remember that future hall of famer debuting tonight? We get a video
telling us how awesome his name is and how awesome his life has been so
far. His name: Kurt Angle.

Kurt Angle vs. Shawn Stasiak

Stasiak is most famous for being an idiot in the Alliance and being the
son of the most forgotten world champion ever in Stan Stasiak. Never
heard of him? I think that proves my point. Angle has the Patriot’s old
music which would become far more famous with its new owner. Angle
immediately hits a fireman’s carry takeover and the boring chants start
about fifteen seconds in.

They head to the mat with Angle hooking a hammerlock. The fans chant for
the Redwings because someone actually wrestling in a wrestling match is
an evil idea to fans in 1999. Stasiak comes back with a clothesline and a
vertical suplex for two. Off to a chinlock which Kurt escapes pretty



quickly. Angle comes back with a clothesline and goes to get the mic. He
demands not to be booed because he’s the best in the world.

Back in and Kurt hits something like a dropkick but is put right back
into the chinlock. The hold is broken again and Angle comes back with a
powerslam for two. Stasiak hits a lay out F5 but misses a top rope cross
body. The Olympic Slam gets the pin and starts the hottest rookie year
ever in wrestling.

Rating: D+. For a debut, this wasn’t great. However, this would be the
start of one of one of the best careers of all time. Angle being serious
wasn’t the right choice for him and it wasn’t until he became a total
goof that took himself WAY too seriously while being stupid at the same
time that he became the awesome Kurt that we know and love. It helped
that he could go with anyone in the ring too.

We get a clip from earlier on Heat where HHH called Austin and Rock to
the ring in an attempted ambush but the combined forces of Road Dogg and
X-Pac didn’t stop two of the biggest stars ever. He wasn’t quite the
Cerebral Assassin yet.

Team Val Venis vs. Team British Bulldog

Val Venis, Mark Henry, Gangrel, Steve Blackman

British Bulldog, Mean Street Posse

Even JR says that Val’s team has nothing in common at all. The Posse is a
group of three guys from Greenwich, Connecticut who wear sweater vests
and never won a match that wasn’t a hardcore match that they won by
mistake. I have no idea why this match exists but my guess is “we have no
idea what else to do with these fifteen minutes.” Bulldog is European
Champion here which is likely a title Val wants.

The captains start things off and after some quick offense from both,
it’s off to Pete Gas (the Posse was Rodney, Pete Gas and Joey Abs). Pete
is scared to death of having to actually wrestle so it’s back to Bulldog.
Once Venis is down it’s off to Pete who hits a slingshot to send Val
chest first into the buckle. A belly to back suplex gets two for Pete as



Jerry asks where JR would get nice clothes in Oklahoma. JR: “Arkansas.”
Off to Blackman for the only thing he could do: martial arts. A bicycle
kick gets the quick elimination for Blackman.

Off to Rodney who has even less luck against Blackman, immediately
getting taken down. Gangrel comes in who gets caught in a crucifix for
two before Gangrel realizes he’s fighting Rodney. He pounds on the Posse
dude, shrugs off a cheap shot from Joey, and plants Rodney with the
implant DDT (Edgecution) for the elimination. Joey, by far the best of
the three Posse members, comes in and gets to face Mark Henry. Joey
actually hits a hot shot on Henry but crotches himself on the middle
rope. Mark does about what you would expect him to and splashes him for
the pin.

So it’s 4-1 now and Bulldog comes in to fight Henry. Mark runs Bulldog
over with ease and it’s off to Gangrel. Gangrel goes up top and is
immediately crotched and superplexed down to make it 3-1. Blackman is in
next but he misses a middle rope headbutt. He argues with the referee and
gets caught in a fisherman’s suplex to make it Henry/Val vs. Bulldog. Val
gets to start but it’s quickly a double team. Jerry: “Hey what’s this?”
JR: “Well it looks like Mark Henry and Val Venis double teaming the
Bulldog King.” Val gets sent to the floor but Henry splashes Bulldog,
allowing Val to come in off the top with the Money Shot for the pin.

Rating: D-. This was as worthless as it was advertised. The Posse is one
of those groups that is funny in retrospect but at the time they were
wasting PPV time when there had to have been better options for this
spot. Venis would have been a bigger deal a year ago so I’m not quite
sure why he was in this spot either. Little trivia note: this is the
shortest four on four Survivor Series match ever, breaking the record set
about 20 minutes ago.

Michael Cole walks in on the Divas locker room and has to rub oil on
Ivory’s stomach. Next.

Fabulous Moolah/Mae Young/Tori/Debra vs. Ivory/Luna Vachon/Terri
Runnels/Jacqueline

Thank goodness this isn’t an elimination match. For some reason Moolah



and Mae were wrestling in 99 with Moolah even winning the Women’s Title
at one point. Jerry’s face when Debra comes out is hilarious. Ivory is
Women’s Champion at this point. Moolah jumps the champion in the aisle to
start but gets shoved down for her efforts. We officially start with Tori
vs. Jackie but Luna comes in for some double teaming.

Keep in mind that Tori is a wrestler in name only, Mae and Moolah
combined to be over 150 years old, and Terri and Debra are there as eye
candy. After less than two minutes, a double clothesline from the old
chicks gives Moolah the pin on Ivory. This may have been the worst idea
this side of the birth of a hand. This is what Raw is for people.

Moolah and Ivory “brawl” post match.

X-Pac lists off everything wrong with Kane and says he’ll win tonight.
Short and simple here.

X-Pac vs. Kane

Pac turned on Kane when they were partners, starting a feud that went on
for MONTHS. X-Pac eventually stole Kane’s girlfriend Tori as well,
turning her into a smoking hot valet instead of a smoking hot bad
wrestler. Earlier today, Tori and Kane said they don’t take what X-Pac
has done personally. Kane has the awesome inverted tights colors tonight.
Pac jumps Kane during the entrance and we start fast.

Kane no sells all of the shots to his head. I’ve always wondered if the
mask is supposed to absorb the offense from the other guy. Kane chokes
away and uppercuts Pac down for no cover. Kane goes up but Pac dropkicks
him in the head on the way up in a nice counter. We head to the floor for
a bit where Pac sends him into the post to take over. Kane comes back
with an uppercut but gets kicked in the head to take him back down.

More kicking slows Kane down but the Bronco Buster is countered by a hand
around the throat. Tilt-a-whirl backbreaker puts Pac down and there’s the
top rope clothesline. There’s the chokeslam but Road Dogg comes in to
break up the pin. Kane stalks the Dogg to the floor but walks into the X-
Factor for two. The tombstone is loaded up but HHH comes in with the
world title shot to the head to draw the DQ.



Rating: C+. I liked this a lot more than most matches that X-Pac had
going on at this time. The problem was that Pac would win all of his
matches against monsters and it would get more and more unrealistic every
time. Here though Kane took a lot of offense from Pac but it didn’t
really hurt him, which is what made this much better. The feud would go
on WAY too long though.

Post match Kane gets beaten down until Tori comes out. Pac kicks Tori in
the face and Kane snaps, sending DX “scattering like quail” according to
JR.

The Rock says nothing because HHH shows up and they brawl.

Big Show vs. Mideon/Viscera/Big Boss Man/Prince Albert

This was supposed to be Big Show and Kaientai and Blue Meanie but Show
beat them up so he could do this himself. This is during Boss Man vs. Big
Show, which is based around Boss Man making fun of Show for having his
dad die (kayfabe). It led to a bad moment at a “funeral” where Boss Man
stole the coffin and dragged Show along the ground on top of the coffin
with a car. Show chokes Albert to the floor and chokeslams Mideon for the
pin in less than 20 seconds. Albert is gone 10 seconds later to a
chokeslam, as is Big Visc. Boss Man is like screw this and walks out.
Show wins in less than 90 seconds.

Austin is in the back but HHH comes up to attack him too. HHH runs away
with Austin chasing after him. Austin winds up in a parking garage and is
run over by a car which speeds away. This was the way that Austin was
written off TV for the better part of a year to have major neck surgery.
He had needed it forever but it wasn’t until now when the company could
afford to let him off for that long.

The question would eventually be who ran him over, and it would
eventually be revealed as Rikishi in one of the biggest WHAT WERE THEY
THINKING moments ever. Test, Stephanie, Vince and eventually HHH show up
to look at Austin with most of them being concerned. JR goes to see him
as well. Vince accuses HHH and DX but they deny any involvement.

Intercontinental Title: Chyna vs. Chris Jericho



Jericho has only been around a few months and is challenging here. Chyna
has Miss Kitty here who isn’t even hiding that she’s T&A here, coming out
in a bikini and that’s it. Oh and boots. It’s a brawl to start and Kitty
is shoved down because Jericho is a jerk. They head to the floor with
Jericho’s knees going into the steps, but Chyna misses a dive off said
steps to give the Canadian control.

Back in and Jericho gets hot shotted onto the ropes and put in the Tree
of Woe. Chyna tries a German but Jericho kicks her low….with no effect
because Chyna isn’t a guy. A standing rana takes Jericho down but he pops
back up and clotheslines her to the floor. The springboard dive takes
Chyna out again as JR talks about not being into the match due to what
happened to Austin. For once this is an acceptable statement.

Jericho throws Chyna over the announce table and pours water over her
head because Jericho is a jerk. Back in and a missile dropkick gets two
for Jericho as does a small package for Chyna. Chyna tries to make a
comeback but Jericho bulldogs him down for two and a BIG face pop. A
spinwheel kick puts Chyna down and Jericho is swaggering. A clothesline
puts Chyna on the floor and Kitty gets kissed.

Chyna comes back with a spear and posts Jericho as the crowd noticeably
gets quieter. Back in and Jericho hits a layout powerbomb for two and
Jericho is getting frustrated. Lionsault misses and Chyna hits the
springboard elbow and a DDT for two. With about two minutes left, Lawler
mentions a stipulation that Jericho will get a sex change if he loses.
Keep those priorities straight guys.

With the referee down, a belt shot to the head gets two for Chris but
Chyna comes back with a Pedigree for two of her own. Jericho puts her in
the Walls but Chyna finally makes the rope. The place boos the submission
being broken. Jericho loads up a superplex but a Kitty distraction lets
Chyna hit him low and a Pedigree (kind of) off the top gets the pin to
retain the title.

Rating: B. This took a bit to get going but they hit a groove in that
ending sequence. The most important thing here though was Jericho
wrestled her like any other opponent rather than making a spectacle out



of her being a woman. These two would stay at it for awhile until Chyna
went nuts and eventually started wrestling women, which was the downfall
of her career. Well that and being nuts and HHH breaking up with her, but
that’s another story.

HHH comes in to see Shane, Stephanie and Test. He still denies having
anything to do with it but wants to know if the match is now one on one.
Shane says he’ll think of something. Note that Test is there with Shane.

Team Too Cool vs. Team Edge/Christian

Too Cool, The Hollys

Edge/Christian, Hardy Boys

This is just after the Hardys and the Canadians had the first tag team
ladder match which would launch them into stardom soon after. Too Cool is
still stupid here, as opposed to later on when they would be stupid and
WAY over. The Hardys have Terri with them which wouldn’t last long. Edge
and Scotty get things started as Jerry talks about Scotty’s pants. They
chop it out in the corner before things speed up a bit and Edge spinwheel
kicks him down.

Off to Crash vs. Matt with Matt getting two off a suplex. Crash gets
crotched on the top and punched to the floor. Grandmaster sneaks up on
Matt for a sunset bomb to the floor. We unleash the dives as everyone
small enough to hits a big dive to take out everyone that was already on
the floor with Jeff capping it off. Back in and Christian powerslams
Crash for two. The Hollys hit a Hart Attack on Crash Christian for two of
their own and Hardcore is in.

We’re promised an update on Austin at the end of this match because THIS
MATCH of all things is more important than a guy being hit by a car. Off
to Grandmaster whose bulldog is countered and he goes flying so far that
he kicks the camera, giving us a cool visual. Off to Hardcore vs. Edge
who starts spearing a lot of people. Grandmaster stops to dance and is
immediately speared down. In the big melee, Hardcore rolls up Edge for
the pin. Fifteen seconds later, Scotty hits a top rope DDT to eliminate
Matt, making it 4-2.



Jeff and Scotty do a fast pinfall reversal sequence before Scotty hits
the not yet popular Worm. A sitout powerbomb by Scotty with Grandmaster
assisting gets two as does a middle rope missile dropkick from Sexay. Too
Cool hits the second Hart Attack of the match which gets two on Jeff.
Everything breaks down but the Hollys get in an argument. Terri gets on
the apron for a distraction which lets Christian hit both of Too Cool
low. Jeff hits a 450 on Scotty for the elimination.

So it’s Crash/Grandmaster/Hardcore Holly vs. Jeff and Christian. JR goes
on a rant about Austin as Christian and Jeff try some Poetry in Motion,
but Hardcore comes off the top with a missile dropkick in a SWEET looking
counter. Grandmaster adds a guillotine legdrop for the elimination.
Christian immediately hits a reverse DDT on Grandmaster to get us down to
Christian vs. the Hollys.

JR continues to brood and want an update about Austin. Jerry needling him
makes me chuckle as he’s awesome at being a jerk. Crash beats on
Christian for a bit before it’s off to Hardcore again. Back to Crash who
gets caught in the Unprettier/Killswitch for the pin. Christian tries a
victory roll on Hardcore but Bob (Hardcore for you schmucks out there)
falls on top for the final pin.

Rating: C+. The problem here was that the pairing that this should have
been based around, Edge and Christian and the Hardys, were on the same
team rather than getting to tear the house down against each other. The
other two teams didn’t mean anything and the ending of this sucked. Once
the Dudleys got involved with the brother teams, it was all gravy for
almost two years.

Shane says that Vince is at the emergency room with Austin. Austin never
lost consciousness but is still undergoing tests. Shane says there will
be a triple threat tonight, but Austin won’t be in it. Test is there once
again.

Tag Titles: New Age Outlaws vs. Mankind/Al Snow

The Outlaws are defending. Jerry accuses Billy of being the driver but
Lawler doesn’t care at all. Mankind says Austin will get through this.
Gunn and Mankind get things going with Billy getting two off a



neckbreaker. We hit a sleeper like a minute in and then we look at the
Head. JR and Jerry are arguing again as the guys in the ring go to th
efloor, making them guys no longer in the ring.

Roadie accidentally hits Billy in the face and it’s off to Snow vs. Road
Dogg. JR talks about Snow having his action figure pulled off the shelves
at Wal-Mart because some stupid professor said that having a severed head
included in a toy would send the wrong message to her kids about violence
to women. This is going to be a quick sidebar.

First and foremost, it’s not a severed head. It’s a mannequin head and
simply LOOKING AT THE FREAKING THING would tell you that. Second, if
you’re concerned about what kind of impression a toy would give to your
kids, either A, don’t buy it for them, or B, TELL THEM WHY YOU DON’T LIKE
IT. Heaven forbid you have to tell your kid he can’t have something he
wants because you deem it inappropriate. Third, and this is the part that
I like best, Snow mentioned in a promo that clearly the stores care about
their customers because they pulled the figure from the shelves, but the
guns, bullets and knives are still on the shelves.

Anyway, now that the stupid people who can’t think before they run their
mouths and have to decide how people should live their lives because
apparently people aren’t smart enough to make decisions for themselves
are out of the way, let’s get back to this dull match. Mankind pounds on
Roadie in the corner and hits a running knee to the head. Snow pokes Road
Dogg with a chair in the ribs which isn’t a DQ for some reason. Neither
is the shot to Road Dogg’s back from Mankind.

Mankind hooks a reverse chinlock back in the ring followed by a lot of
stomping in the corner from Al. Mankind gets two off a knee lift as
things continue to go slowly. Snow hits his headbutts but Road Dogg fires
off some lefts and a big right to take Snow down. Everything breaks down
and the crowd is DEAD for this. They head to the floor with the Outlaws
taking over.

Snow gets beaten on for awhile before clotheslining Roadie down and it’s
not hot tag to Mankind. Mankind pounds away for a bit but gets caught by
the Fameasser for two. Snow hits the Snow Plow on Road Dogg and here’s



Socko. Both Outlaws get Clawed but they both hit Mankind low to escape.
Snow hits Billy with Head to give Mankind a two count, followed quickly
by the Outlaws hitting a spike piledriver on Mankind to retain.

Rating: D. This got better at the end but the twelve minutes before that
were way too dull to be considered good at all. Mankind and Snow were
there to fill in spots and while that’s ok, it doesn’t make for an
interesting match. It didn’t help that the crowd was deader than Billy
Gunn’s career for most of the match. Nothing to see here.

Since Vince is at the hospital, he won’t be refereeing the main event
tonight.

We see Austin get run down again.

WWF World Title: The Rock vs. HHH vs. ???

The third man is…..shockingly not Test but rather the Big Show. I
mentioned Test over and over again tonight because every sign on the
planet pointed to him being the guy but they went with Show instead.
That’s not to say this is a horrible idea or that it doesn’t make sense
because there were no clues or anything beforehand, but it was certainly
a surprising pick.

Rock and HHH attack Show to start but to no avail. Show shoulder blocks
them down but Rock breaks up a chokeslam on the Game. HHH is defending if
that’s not clear. Rock and HHH team up to clothesline Show to the floor
but Rock is quickly pulled to the floor. All three guys wind up on the
floor with HHH getting dropped on the barricade. Back in and Show misses
a splash in the corner and gets caught in a Russian legsweep for no
cover.

The People’s Elbow gets one on Show as HHH saves. This is one fall to a
finish in case you were wondering. HHH chokes Rock in the corner but Show
gets back up and side slams Rock for two. Show kicks HHH to the floor and
knocks the Game up the aisle. The fans don’t seem to be sure what to
think of Show in this spot but they’re not bored. Rock charges up the
aisle to clothesline Show down before going after HHH again.



HHH gets knocked through a production table and Rock is in control.
Scratch that theory as Show comes in and beats the tar out of HHH, only
to have Rock hit Show with a fire extinguisher. Rock and HHH start
heading back to the ring but HHH suplexes him in the aisle. Show is back
because the guy can’t be kept down. Show drops HHH on the announce table
but Rock drills Show in the head with the bell. Rock and HHH hit a double
suplex on Show through the table for the WHOA spot of the match.

Rock and HHH head into the crowd to brawl as this has been a wild fight
for the majority of the match so far. Back to the ring and the referee
gets clotheslined down by Rock by mistake. The Rock Bottom and Pedigree
are both countered, the latter being countered into a catapult into the
buckle. There’s the Rock Bottom but there’s no referee. Shane runs out in
a referee’s shirt to count two.

Another Rock Bottom hits but Show pulls Shane out of the ring. Rock goes
after Show on the floor which goes about as well as you would expect.
Actually scratch that as you might expect Rock to beat Show up. Show puts
him on the table and goes back into the ring to knock HHH down before
going back to beat on Rock some more. Rock gets thrown into the steps and
HHH has the belt, only for Shane to take it away. HHH Pedigrees Shane and
they’re all back inside again. Here’s DX to go after Big Show and Rock
but here’s Vince as well. He knocks HHH out with the belt and a chokeslam
makes Show champion.

Rating: C-. This didn’t work that well for me at all. Show has no
connection to the feud at all which hurts things a bit, but at the end of
the day there was no real flow to the match at all. Show winning is a
good pick as it gives some closure to the week for him where his dad died
and all that, but his title reign wouldn’t work all that well due to him
mainly feuding with Big Boss Man. Still though, decent moment but a bad
match.

Show celebrates to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. This is a very back and forth show as the stuff that
was interesting was interesting (although not necessarily good) and the
stuff that was bad and dull was VERY bad and dull. This show is much more



about setting things up for the future, which is ok, but it doesn’t
really do much for those of us watching this. Not really recommended, but
there are some far worse shows out there.

Ratings Comparison

Team Godfather/D’Lo Brown vs. Team Dudley Boys

Original: B-

Redo: C

Kurt Angle vs. Shawn Stasiak

Original: C+

Redo: D+

Team Val Venis vs. Team British Bulldog

Original: D+

Redo: D-

Team Mae Young vs. Team Ivory

Original: N/A

Redo: N/A

Kane vs. X-Pac

Original: C+

Redo: C+

Big Show vs. Team Big Boss Man

Original: N/A

Redo: N/A

Chyna vs. Chris Jericho



Original: B

Redo: B

Team Too Cool vs. Team Edge/Christian

Original: B

Redo: C+

New Age Outlaws vs. Al Snow/Mankind

Original: D+

Redo: D

Big Show vs. HHH vs. The Rock

Original: C+

Redo: C-

Overall Rating

Original: B

Redo: D+

I liked most of the matches better the first time and the overall rating
was higher. Simple and easy, as usual.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/08/history-of-survivor-series-count
-up-1999-a-lot-happens-here/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/08/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-1999-a-lot-happens-here/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/08/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-1999-a-lot-happens-here/


Monday Night Raw – September
22, 1997: One Of The Best And
Most  Historic  Raws  Of  All
Time
Monday  Night Raw
Date: September 22, 1997
Location: Madison Square Garden, New York City, New York
Attendance: 14,615
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Vince McMahon

This is yet another request but in this case there’s at least a great
match on here. We’ve got HHH vs. Cactus Jack in a street fight which is
considered one of the better hardcore matches of all time. They would go
on to have one of the best matches of all time period in the same arena
in about two years and three months, so this is pretty much an appetizer
for that. Also there’s something happening for the first time ever here.
Let’s get to it.

We open with a video on the history of the WWF in Madison Square Garden.
According to this, Gorilla vs. Sammartino sold the place out SEVENTEEN
STRAIGHT TIMES. That’s NUTS. Really cool video here.

Intercontinental Title Tournament First Round: Rocky Maivia vs. Ahmed
Johnson

He isn’t quite the Rock yet. Commissioner Slaughter comes out behind the
Nation to make sure there are no shenanigans. The winner of this gets
Farrooq next week in the semi-finals. Johnson knocks Rock to the floor
and launches him to the corner via a choke. Maivia finally gets a
breather and hits that spinning DDT of his for two. Captain Lou Albano
wanders out and takes some notes. Ahmed runs over Rocky again but gets

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/04/monday-night-raw-september-22-1997-one-of-the-best-and-most-historic-raws-of-all-time/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/04/monday-night-raw-september-22-1997-one-of-the-best-and-most-historic-raws-of-all-time/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/04/monday-night-raw-september-22-1997-one-of-the-best-and-most-historic-raws-of-all-time/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/04/monday-night-raw-september-22-1997-one-of-the-best-and-most-historic-raws-of-all-time/


thrown to the floor by Rocky.

Rock, being the ham that he is, does Ahmed’s pose which would be a bit
more intimidating if Rocky’s trunks weren’t a bit bejeweled. Ahmed gets
whipped into the steps and his hand is sliced open. That may have been an
old wound that just got exacerbated here. Rocky keeps pounding away but
gets caught in a spinebuster by the original Ezekiel Jackson. They both
hit shoulder blocks at the same time and go down as the fans boo. Back up
and Ahmed easily hits the Pearl River Plunge (tiger driver) for the pin
to advance.

Rating: D+. Nothing much here but I was always a fan of Johnson’s. The
guy was a monster who was allegedly going to win the WWF Title but he
couldn’t stay healthy. Granted with him not around things wound up going
pretty well with the whole Border War thing so it’s hard to complain
much. Rocky would get a lot better as I’m sure you guessed.

Here’s Austin and the place ERUPTS. He’s up in the crowd and promises to
beat someone up tonight. That’s it. It didn’t take twenty minutes. He
didn’t have to cut some big promo. It took a minute and we know that he’s
going to go after someone. LEARN THIS WWE!

We get a stupid commercial for a lazer tag thing with Sable on a secret
mission or something.

Floyd Patterson is here. Look him up rookies.

We recap Shawn winning the European Title from Bulldog at One Night Only
in England, which was pretty much Shawn pulling a political move and
taking the title which he didn’t need from Bulldog because he could and
wanted to stick it to the Hart Family.

Speaking of Shawn, his next major match is inside something called Hell
In A Cell. Here’s his opponent for that: the Undertaker. This was an



awesome and perfectly done feud as Shawn was guest referee back at
Summerslam and accidentally hit Taker in the head with a chair, costing
him the world title to Bret. Taker wanted revenge but Shawn kept running.
The solution? Lock them inside Hell. Vince conducts the interview and
says the winner of the match gets Bret at Survivor Series.

Taker says that he can never rest in peace, which is bad for Shawn. He’ll
enjoy watching Shawn burn though. Cue Shawn who says that he thinks the
WWF is trying to give Shawn the shaft. He talks about being put in a no
win situation again and that’s not cool with Shawn. He’s won every title
there is in the company, and therefore he doesn’t lay down for anyone.
Michaels is going to be ready and all Taker has to do is show up.

Sunny comes out to be ring announcer.

Legion of Doom vs. Farrooq/Kama Mustafa

During the LOD’s entrance, we get what can only be described as a bizarre
scene from FOX News Now with the LOD in full gear doing a weather
forecast. Animal and Kama start things off and trade power moves until
Animal hits a powerslam to take over. Off to Hawk vs. Farrooq and it’s
more trading of the power moves. Back to Kama so Hawk can hit his jumping
fist drop. Everything breaks down and the LOD both hit clotheslines on
Farrooq in the corner. They load up the Doomsday Device but the rest of
the Nation runs in for the DQ.

Johnson tries to make the save but the Nation is too big so the referees
have to break it up.

We get a classic moment of Snuka’s cage dive.

Intercontinental Title Tournament Semi-Finals: Owen Hart vs. Brian
Pillman



Owen has a restraining order against Austin so he comes out with a big
group of security guards. Pillman has possession of Terri here and has
her all sexed up. In this case, that’s a GOOD thing. Her as a reluctant
woman here is a good look for her and the story was supposed to be that
Terri was going to leave Dustin for Pillman, but Pillman would be dead in
13 days. Pillman claims to have broken his arm while changing positions
with Marlena (Terri) last night so he has to forfeit.

Slaughter comes out and says he knows nothing about a broken arm and
hasn’t seen an x-ray or heard anything from a doctor. He throws the mic
to Pillman and Brian catches it with the arm in a sling, so the match is
on. Both guys keep over dramatically breaking in the corner and going at
about 1/3 of their usual speed as we take a break. During the break,
Marlena apparently hit Owen with her purse and things got a bit more
intense. Pillman gets two off a clothesline and they collide when both
try cross bodies….and here’s Goldust for the DQ. Too short to rate but
Goldust hit Owen so he’s in the finals.

Post match Austin charges in and attacks Owen. Vince says don’t arrest
Austin and gets in the ring to yell. Vince tells Austin that people care
about him and that he needs to go with it. Austin gets the mic and cuts a
pretty famous promo, saying that he’s the best in the world and there’s
nothing Vince can do about it. Vince has told Austin to work within the
system, but Austin wants nothing to do with the system and for the first
time ever, Austin hits the Stunner on Vince, launching perhaps the
greatest feud in company history.

Bulldog Bob Brower, a legendary wrestler in Kansas City, died over the
weekend.

Hunter Hearst Helmsley vs. Dude Love

This is falls count anywhere, which means hardcore for all intents and
purposes. HHH wraps a chain around his hand but Dude pops up on the
monitor. Love says that the pinfalls in the hot dog stands aren’t his



thing, but he knows someone that does dig them, and he brings in Mankind
to talk to him. Mankind says he isn’t up for this, so here’s Cactus Jack.
They’re all on the same screen at the same time talking to each other,
which is some awesome trick photography. The end result is this.

Hunter Hearst Helmsley vs. Cactus Jack

MSG, in a word, explodes as this is the first time ever that Cactus has
been in the WWF. The ECW chant starts and Cactus hits HHH with a trashcan
and a swinging neckbreaker on the concrete for two. Cactus pounds away
some more but Chyna hits him in the back and clotheslines him into the
crowd. HHH and Cactus brawl into the back and the camera follows them
through the curtain. Notice how much more realistic this makes things, as
there’s no camera waiting there for them.

HHH rams Cactus into a wall for two and heads back into the arena, but
Cactus pulls out a fire extinguisher and blasts HHH into the barricade.
The railing is broken down and they head into the ring only to send HHH
over the corner and back out to the floor. Cactus tries the elbow off the
apron but hits the trashcan from the beginning. Chyna sends him into the
steps and we take a break.

Back with HHH beating Jack with a mop and snapping his neck over the
ropes to send Jack to the floor. They both head to the apron and Cactus
kicks HHH low to send him to the floor. There’s Cactus’ old running
sunset flip off the apron for two. Chyna hits Cactus with a chair and
gets glared at, but HHH shoves Cactus into Chyna (not knowing she’s
there), crushing Chyna against the steps.

The guys fight up the ramp and HHH hits a suplex on the steel for two.
HHH finds another trashcan to blast Jack in the head with and there’s a
snow shovel for more shots to Jack’s back. The fans want a table but they
get HHH slamming Cactus’ head off the steel instead. NOW we get a table,
but it’s more like a slab of wood on legs. It’s bending as they get on it
and a low blow breaks up the Pedigree. Cactus hits the pulling piledriver



through the table and pins HHH to a BIG pop.

Rating: A. This is the match that basically introduced the WWF to
hardcore wrestling and the relationship worked well for the next….oh five
years or so, with these kind of matches almost always being around in one
form or another. On top of that, it was AWESOME with Cactus going insane
and HHH channeling the inner evil that would define his character for
years to come. This would also be blown away by the same match in the
same building in January of 2000. Also note that JR sold this like a war
was going on, which you never get anymore.

Video on some sweepstakes.

Andre the Giant slammed Big John Studd at the first Wrestlemania.

We look at the Stunner again. I know it looks bad, but that makes it
better as Vince shouldn’t know how to take a move because he’s an
announcer/owner.

More stills from One Night Only with Shawn beating Bulldog.

Here’s Shawn with the chair that started everything with Undertaker.
Shawn says he’s going to tell us a story about how he became the first
and only Grand Slam Champion. Oh cool I love stories about backstage
politics. That has to wait though because Shawn wants Undertaker out here
right now first. We take a break and come back with no Taker. Taker
finally comes out and is immediately blasted from behind by HHH, allowing
Shawn to hit Taker with the chair again. Rude joins in and it’s a big
beatdown along with Chyna. Taker shrugs it off and chases them off with
the chair. The Cell sounds good right about now.

Bret Hart vs. Goldust

Non-title even though Bret is WWF Champion. Before the match, Bret says



he doesn’t care who wins in the Cell because he’s not afraid of Taker and
he wants to get his hands on Shawn. Goldust is all ticked off because of
Pillman and pounds Bret into the corner to start. A clothesline gets two
for Goldie but Bret grabs the arm and kicks at Goldust’s leg. Goldust
comes back with a rake to the eyes and a slap to the face, but Bret takes
the leg out again and goes to work on it as only he can. Or Ric Flair too
but this is New York so most people don’t care.

Bret flips off a fan and bends Goldust’s leg around the rope. He snaps
the leg over and puts the Figure Four on around the post. Referee: “LET
HIM GO!” Bret: “WHY?” Shawn pops up on the ramp and we take a break. Back
with Bret working over the leg even more with some punches to the knee.
Goldust comes back with a suplex as Shawn is conducting the crowds’
chants about Bret.

They slug it out (Bret and Goldust, not Shawn and the fans) but Bret goes
right back to the leg and cannonballs down onto it. Goldie kicks Bret
over the top and we head to the floor for more brawling. Bret gets sent
into the steps and back inside the bulldog gets two, but Goldust charges
into a knee in the corner. The Sharpshooter ends this quick.

Rating: C+. This was one of those matches where you knew who was going to
win all along, but they at least had some energy out there. This was
around the last time that Bret would ever be motivated in his career, as
once he hit WCW it was clear that he didn’t care anymore at all. Goldust
was in over his head here but didn’t do badly at all.

Shawn immediately charges the ring and the brawl is on. HHH and Chyna
come in for the beatdown but Owen and a limping bulldog come out as well.
Rude and Neidhart come out and cancel each other out, but heeeeeeeere’s
Taker. House is cleaned and Taker chokeslams Shawn and Bret at the same
time to end the show.

Overall Rating: A. Not only did we get a great and famous match, not only
did we get a famous moment, but I want to go watch Bad Blood now. AWESOME



show as the WWF is starting to click again after coming off the awesome
Border War (seriously, check that thing out. It’s AMAZING) and WCW is
starting to slip a bit as everything is building to Starrcade, but
they’re sputtering along the way. Great show here and one of the best
episodes of Raw ever.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews


