
Pick A Summerslam For Me To
Redo
It’s that time again as I’ll be doing a pair of Summerslam
redos.  As always, I’ll be doing last year’s edition, but you
get  to  pick  the  other.   You  can  pick  any  save  for  the
following, as I’ve ever done them recently or too often over
the years:

1990

1998

2007

2020

2021

 

Vote in the comments below and pick what I do next.

 

KB

Daily News Update – June 27,
2023
Make sure you check out a recent review:

Monday Night Raw – June 26, 2023
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They’re In: New Grudge Title Match Added To WWE Money In The
Bank.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/theyre-new-grudge-title-
match-added-wwe-money-bank/

Two Becomes Three: Monday Night Raw Star Makes Return After
Injury, Helps With Win.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/two-becomes-three-monday
-night-raw-star-makes-return-injury-helps-win/

WATCH: NXT Champion Makes Surprise In-Ring Debut On Monday
Night Raw.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-nxt-champion-makes
-surprise-ring-debut-monday-night-raw/

Still At It: Vince McMahon’s “Fingerprints” Reportedly On This
Week’s WWE Monday Night Raw.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/still-vince-mcmahons-fin
gerprints-reportedly-weeks-wwe-monday-night-raw/

WATCH: LA Knight Cuts Amazing Promo At WWE Sunday Stunner Live
Event.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-la-knight-cuts-ama
zing-promo-wwe-sunday-stunner-live-event/

Four Stars: WWE Higher Ups Praising Judgment Day For
Individual Reasons.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/four-stars-wwe-higher-up
s-praising-judgment-day-individual-reasons/

When Legends Fight: Two Former WWE World Champions Have Teased
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Their First Ever Singles Match.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/legends-fight-two-former
-wwe-world-champions-teased-first-ever-singles-match/

High Honor: Ronda Rousey Breaks Kayfabe To Praise Fellow
SmackDown Stars.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/high-honor-ronda-rousey-
breaks-kayfabe-praise-fellow-smackdown-stars/

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page and follow us on Twitter
(featuring news stories written by ME).

Monday Night Raw – June 26,
2023: A Tale Of Two Ideas
Monday Night Raw
Date: June 26, 2023
Location: Enmarket Arena, Savannah, Georgia
Commentators: Kevin Patrick, Corey Graves

It’s the last Raw before Money In The Bank and then it’s off
to England. That might not make for the most thrilling Raw but
there are some stories that could use a final push before the
big show. If nothing else, Seth Rollins is going to want to
get his hands on Finn Balor so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Finn Balor vs. Dominik Mysterio over
the last few weeks.
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Here are Rhea Ripley and Dominik Mysterio to the reaction you
would expect. Ripley promises that Dominik will end Cody at
Money  In  The  Bank  so  here  is  Rhodes  (HUGE  reaction)  to
interrupt. Cody welcomes us to the show and threatens Dominik,
who bails to the apron. Just to make it worse, Cody quotes the
Cat  In  The  Hat,  because  Dominik  is  a  scared  little  boy.
Dominik leaves as Cody begs him to come in here and take a
free shot. When Dominik won’t come in, Cody says he wants to
see if Dominik is half the man his father is, or if he’s just
Mami’s little boy.

Ricochet vs. Shinsuke Nakamura

Bronson Reed is at ringside. They trade strikes to start with
Nakamura kicking him in the ribs, only to get kicked right
back down. An exchange of kicks sent them both outside where
they take turns kicking Reed. Before he can do anything it,
Reed is ejected and we take a break.

Back with Nakamura blocking a running shooting star press and
stomping at the ribs to keep Ricochet down. Kinshasa misses
though and Ricochet kicks him down for two. Ricochet dodges
some kicks and hits a standing Sliced Bread, setting up a
shooting star press to finish Nakamura at 10:42.

Rating: C+. Seeing Ricochet getting a clean pin over a bigger
name is nice to see, even if there is little reason to believe
that this is going to last. We still need the triple threat
match between these two and Reed, which very well may be
coming next week. For now though, Ricochet getting a win is
nice to see.

We recap Matt Riddle being beaten down by Imperium.

Riddle has challenged Gunther for the Intercontinental Title
at Money In The Bank but cue Imperium to beat him down. The
bad ankle is taken out again as Gunther accepts the challenge.

Dominik  Mysterio  wants  Adam  Pearce  to  give  him  a  match



tonight…..but Rhea Ripley whispers something to him, so he’ll
get back to Pearce on an opponent.

And now, Money In The Bank By The Numbers.

93 Participants
7 WWE Hall Of Famers
28 Winners
78% Of Male Contract Holders To Successfully Cash In
100% Of Female Contract Holders To Successfully Cash In
13 Winners Who Cashed In For Their First World Title
3 People To Cash In Twice
30 Ladder Matches
5 Appearances For Natalya, The Most By A Woman
7 Appearances For Kofi Kingston And Kane, Tied For The Most By
A Man
380 Ladders Used
287 Days Carmella Waited, The Longest Ever For A Cash In
50:15 Minutes Kane Waited, The Shortest Ever For A Cash In
5 People Who Cashed In The Same Night
1 Person To Cash In At Wrestlemania
17 Cities Have Hosted
12 States Have Hosted
8 First Timers This Year

Raquel Rodriguez vs. Ronda Rousey

Liv Morgan and Shayna Baszler are here too. They take turns
throwing each other around until Rodriguez powers out of the
ankle lock. Rousey gets tossed with a fall away slam as Morgan
goes after Baszler. In the melee, Rousey grabs a rollup for
the pin at 2:13.

Video on Finn Balor vs. Seth Rollins, with Balor talking about
how the man who beat Rollins seven years ago being dead. He
had a horrible arm injury but had to vacate the Universal
Title twenty two hours later. Then Rollins came out to laugh
at him at his lowest point. Now Rollins has his crazy outfits



and his song, but now, after seven years, Balor is taking it
all back. Good stuff here from Balor, as he sold the story in
just a few moments.

Here is Seth Rollins for a chat. The fans sing so long that we
get a graphic of the title match again before Rollins finally
speaks. Hold on though as he sees NXT Champion Carmelo Hayes
in the front row and thanks him for having his back on NXT.
Rollins tells Hayes to take care of Baron Corbin in their
title match tomorrow night, just like he’ll do to Finn Balor.
He has been wondering which Balor will show up, so why not
have Balor come out here right now?

There’s no Balor, which doesn’t surprise Rollins, as Balor
likes to hide in the shadows. Rollins isn’t 100% right now and
he won’t be at Money In The Bank, but as good as Balor is, he
doesn’t know what he’s getting into. Cue Balor with a chair
but Rollins takes him down so the brawl can be on. Balor goes
for the ribs and grabs the chair, only to get sent into the
corner. The fight goes to the floor and Balor goes for another
chair, which is taken away by Carmelo Hayes. Balor runs off
and we might have a main event for later.

We recap Tommaso Ciampa returning last week to take out the
Miz.

Ciampa talks about recovering over the last night months and
never heard from Miz once. That gave him a lot of time to
wonder why he played second fiddle to Miz, but now he is
creating his own opportunities.

Carmelo Hayes vs. Finn Balor is set for tonight.

Tommaso Ciampa vs. The Miz

Miz jumps Ciampa from behind during the entrances and lays him
out on the floor with the Skull Crushing Finale. No match,
which is good in a way because the story should have been over
and another match isn’t needed, but bad in a way because why



is this continuing.

Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens run into Imperium in the back, with
Sami having to explain to Owens that they’re mad because of
what happened to Matt Riddle. Owens yells at Gunther and the
result  is  Gunther  vs.  Sami  tonight.  Owens  going  from
indifferent to yelling because Sami told him to was great.

Dominik Mysterio vs. Akira Tozawa

Tozawa  is  Dominik/Rhea  Ripley’s  (at  ringside)  handpicked
opponent. Dominik jumps him to start but Tozawa hammers away
with  right  hands.  Tozawa’s  top  rope  elbow  sends  Dominik
outside  and  a  suicide  dive  drops  him  again.  A  Ripley
distraction lets Dominik crotch him on top though and the frog
splash finishes for Dominik at 1:49.

The Viking Raiders are ready for violence.

Here are Trish Stratus, Zoey Stark, Becky Lynch, Bayley, Iyo
Sky and Zelina Vega in the ring for the Money In The Bank
Summit. Bayley calls everyone stupid and declares herself the
favorite but Sky seems to interrupt. Vega knows there are some
legends in the match but Trish has never been in a ladder
match. Bayley laughs at the idea of Vega winning but Vega says
the LWO is winning both briefcases.

Stark cuts the bickering off and Trish says she sees a bunch
of girls in the ring. They should all thank her, but Becky
doesn’t qualify as a woman because she’s the Man or whatever.
The big brawl is on and Sky moonsaults onto everyone but
Becky. That leaves Becky to climb up and grab the briefcase.
You could guess everything that was going to be said here and
the question was who got the briefcase at the end.

Carmelo Hayes says he was invited here by Seth Rollins and it
is an honor to be on this show. Maybe he is going to go out
there in a blaze of glory, but tomorrow, he’s taking out Baron
Corbin. Sometimes you have to take shots to make shots, and



tonight he isn’t missing.

Becky Lynch runs into Rhea Ripley and teases cashing in on
her. Ripley promises violence if Lynch even tries. Lynch calls
Ripley a main event side attraction and wants to get the
briefcase just to make Ripley squirm.

Gunther vs. Sami Zayn

Non-title  and  Ludwig  Kaiser/Kevin  Owens  (the  latter  on
commentary) are the seconds. Gunther grabs a headlock to start
but Zayn is back with an armdrag into an armbar. Cue Giovanni
Vinci  on  crutches,  allowing  Gunther  to  snap  off  a  German
suplex as we take a break. Back with Gunther having to block
the exploder suplex into the corner and knocking Zayn down
hard. Owens applauds Gunther’s chop and the distraction lets
Zayn fight back and grab a sunset bomb for a close two.

The pace picks up and Zayn hits a clothesline but the Blue
Thunder Bomb is countered into the sleeper. Zayn powers up and
gets the Blue Thunder Bomb for two more. Gunther chops him out
of the air though and the top rope splash gets two, leaving
Gunther a bit shocked. Owens cuts off an interfering Kaiser
but gets kicked in the face by Gunther. Zayn hits a big flip
dive though and the exploder sends Gunther into the corner.
Vinci gets on the apron though and a crutch shot sets up
Gunther’s powerbomb for the pin at 12:13.

Rating: B. This was what you would have expected from these
two as they had the time to put a match together, even with
all of the other moving parts. What matters here is Gunther
had to break a heck of a sweat to beat Zayn, who is far from
some nothing opponent. Vinci being back brings Imperium back
to full strength and I’ll take that here over a surprise
return  so  he  can  help  cheat  Riddle  out  of  the  title  on
Saturday.

Post match the big beatdown is on until Matt Riddle limps down
for the save, complete with some crutch shots.



Video on Carmelo Hayes.

The Alpha Academy is ready for the Viking Raiders, thanks to
Chad Gable’s coaching.

Natalya  isn’t  giving  up  after  being  knocked  down  so  many
times. She wants a title shot next week.

Finn Balor vs. Carmelo Hayes

Non-title.  Balor  takes  him  down  to  start  and  hits  some
forearms to the back. The chinlock goes on but Hayes knocks
him outside or the big dive. We take a break and come back
with Hayes fighting up but missing a crossbody out of the
corner. Hayes fights up again but gets dropped with a hard
clothesline.

A superkick sets up Hayes’ springboard DDT for two as Balor
can’t keep him down. Nothing But Net (top rope Fameasser)
doesn’t connect so Balor is right back with a gutbuster. The
shotgun dropkick sends Hayes into the corner and it’s the Coup
de Grace to give Balor the pin at 8:45.

Rating: C+. This is a good example of “well then why did you
have  the  match?”  Hayes  has  a  big  title  match  coming  up
tomorrow night so you don’t want him to lose. Balor has a big
title match coming up this weekend so you don’t want him to
lose. In other words, this is a match that shouldn’t have
taken place here as there was no good way out of it, save for
some kind of a screwy finish. Balor beating Hayes is fine, but
it shouldn’t have taken place here.

Cody  Rhodes,  with  his  dog  Pharaoh,  is  ready  for  Dominik
Mysterio on Saturday and Damian Priest tonight.

Video on the Bloodline Civil War.

Money In The Bank rundown.

Cody Rhodes vs. Damian Priest



They fight over a lockup to start with Cody trying for the
leg. That is broken up without much trouble as Priest powers
him into the corner, only to get countered into a delayed
gordbuster. Cue Dominik Mysterio and Rhea Ripley though and
the distraction lets Priest…well get pulled into the post
though.

Rhodes hits a dive but another distraction allows Priest to
grab a Downward Spiral as we take a break. Back with Priest
hitting a flapjack to put Rhodes down but he’s able to run the
ropes and super armdrag Priest off the top. Rhodes slugs away
until a headlock driver gives Priest two.

A Pedigree cuts Priest off, only to have him come back with a
jumping superkick for two more. Dominik’s distraction breaks
up the Disaster Kick and South of Heaven gets two , leaving
Ripley livid. Back up and Cody sends Priest into Dominik,
setting up the Cody Cutter into Cross Rhodes for the pin at
13:34.

Rating: B-. This was a good way to close the show as Cody
still doesn’t get his hands on Dominik. You have to wait for
Saturday to see that happen and it should be one heck of a
beating when it finally takes place. Here though, it was Cody
having to get through the pesky Dominik while still dealing
with Priest, which is already a task in its own right. Priest
got  in  his  offense  here  and  still  looks  great,  but  Cody
probably isn’t losing to anyone named not named Lesnar anytime
soon. Or maybe Dominik on Saturday.

Dominik gets in a cheap shot on Cody and runs off to end the
show.

Overall Rating: C+. There was good wrestling mostly throughout
the show, but there were also things that brought it back
down. Stuff like Hayes losing for no apparent reason, the long
stretches between matches and a not exactly inspiring women’s
Money In The Bank segment didn’t leave me wanting to see the



show. It wasn’t a bad show, but you could definitely feel a
different  style  in  a  lot  of  ways,  which  isn’t  exactly
encouraging  to  see.

Results
Ricochet b. Shinsuke Nakamura – Shooting star press
Ronda Rousey b. Raquel Rodriguez – Rollup
Dominik Mysterio b. Akira Tozawa – Frog splash
Gunther b. Sami Zayn – Powerbomb
Finn Balor b. Carmelo Hayes – Coup de Grace
Cody Rhodes b. Damian Priest – Cross Rhodes

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Forbidden Door 2023

WATCH: NXT Star Attacked During Question And Answer Session.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-nxt-star-attacked-
question-answer-session/

WRESTLING RUMORS: Possible Huge Plans For WWE Making Survivor
Series Bigger.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wrestling-rumors-possibl
e-huge-plans-wwe-making-survivor-series-bigger/

Time To Heal: Bryan Danielson Injured During AEW Forbidden
Deal Main Event, To Miss Several Weeks.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/time-heal-bryan-danielso
n-injured-aew-forbidden-deal-main-event-miss-several-weeks/

One More Time? Wrestling Legend Speculates On Randy Orton’s
Wrestling Future Following Surgery.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/one-time-wrestling-legen
d-speculates-randy-ortons-wrestling-future-following-surgery/

Turn It Over: AEW Star Turns Heel At Forbidden Door, Attacks
Best Friend.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/turn-aew-star-turns-heel
-forbidden-door-attacks-best-friend/

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page and follow us on Twitter
(featuring news stories written by ME).
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Forbidden Door 2023: I Adoor
This
Forbidden Door 2023
Date: June 25, 2023
Location: Scotiabank Arena, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Commentators: Excalibur, Kevin Kelly, Chris Charlton, Taz

It’s time for the annual crossover show as we have a bunch of
AEW vs. New Japan matches. The entire build to the show as
well as the show itself are a total side trip away from what
AEW normally does but it is one heck of a side trip, with an
absolutely stacked card that has some serious potential. Let’s
get to it.

Zero  Hour:  Mogul  Embassy  vs.  Best  Friends/Rocky  Romero/El
Desperado

Kaun takes Romero into the corner to start but gets dropped
with a hurricanrana. The Best Friends come in for a double
elbow  so  it’s  off  to  Toa,  who  gets  high  crossbodied.
Everything breaks down and the villains are sent to the floor
for  the  big  series  of  dives.  Trent  caps  it  off  with  a
moonsault onto Toa as the fans are rather pleased.

Back in and Toa hits a pop up Samoan drop to cut Trent off,
followed by a whip over the corner to the floor. Kaun hits the
slingshot hilo and Cage hits the Death Valley Driver on the
apron. Trent suplexes his way out of trouble but the Embassy
does the pull his partners to the floor thing.

Strickland takes over on Trent but a quick shot allows the tag
to Desperado. A shot to Cage on the apron causes everything to
break down and Strickland plants Desperado for two. We hit the
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parade of everyone hitting something until Cage accidentally
discus clotheslines Swerve. Strong Zero gets two on Swerve but
Cage is back in for the F5 into Swerve’s cutter. The Swerve
Stomp finishes for Swerve at 12:24.

Rating: C. It’s always nice to see Swerve getting a pin, even
if it is one of the less important matches of the show. What
mattered here was starting the fans off with something fun and
the Best Friends will always get that kind of a reaction. I’m
still not sure why Swerve has to be stuck with these guys, as
the Gates continue to feel worthless and Cage isn’t going
anywhere, but at least he got a little something here.

Zero  Hour:  Women’s  Owen  Hart  Foundation  Tournament  First
Round: Billie Starkz vs. Athena

Athena’s ROH Women’s Title isn’t on the line. Starkz fires off
the  kicks  to  start  and  a  suplex  brainbuster  gets  two.  A
headscissors into the corner gets Athena out of trouble and we
slow it down as Athena prefers. Athena stays on the ribs with
some more kicks but the O Face is countered into a Death
Valley Bomb for two.

Starkz gets caught on top though and it’s a pop up powerbomb
into a kick to the face for two, leaving Athena annoyed. Back
up and they trade dropkicks until Athena misses a standing
moonsault. Starkz misses a Swanton onto the apron and crashes
hard, setting up a spinning gutbuster to give Athena the pin
at 7:48.

Rating: C. That’s all it should have been, as Athena is on a
roll and Starkz isn’t in here league yet. Athena didn’t quite
run her over but it was hard to believe that there was any
danger in this one. Not exactly a classic match, but Athena is
on fire right now and any excuse to get her out of ROH and
into AEW is a good thing.

Zero Hour: El Phantasmo vs. Stu Grayson



They shake hands to start before Grayson takes him into the
corner to hammer away. Grayson pounds away and they stand
there for the exchange of chops. Then Phantasmo grabs the
nipples  to  take  over,  setting  up  a  springboard  spinning
crossbody. Grayson is sent outside for the suicide dive into
the barricade, followed by the springboard Swanton for two
back inside.

Phantasmo catches him with a kick to the head on top and snaps
off a super hurricanrana. The top rope splash (and a good one
at that) gives Phantasmo two but Grayson kicks him back down.
A  450  gives  Grayson  two  but  Phantasmo  is  back  with  a
springboard tornado DDT. Something like Diamond Dallas Page’s
old Pancake (with the arms held back) finishes Grayson at
7:17.

Rating: C. Of all the matches on the card, this one felt the
most like “here’s a way to get more people on the card”.
Grayson has been in the middle of an ordeal with the Dark
Order on Ring Of Honor for weeks now and isn’t exactly a big
star. Phantasmo is a bigger name, but I don’t know how many
people were going to sit home if he wasn’t on the show. Fine
match, but something that could have been dropped with no
consequence.

Zero Hour: United Empire vs. Los Ingobernables de Japon

United Empire: Jeff Cobb/TJP/Kyle Fletcher
Los Ingobernables: Bushi/Hiromu Takahashi/Shingo Takagi

Bushi gets double teamed to start and his comeback is quickly
cut off by the numbers game. Cobb comes in to power Bushi
around but a dropkick to the knee puts Cobb down. Takahashi
comes in to clean house until Cobb pulls him into an overhead
belly to belly. It’s off to Takagi, who gets kicked in the
face by Fletcher so TJP can come in with a high crossbody.
Everything breaks down and Takagi hits TJP with a pop up Death
Valley Driver. Cobb has to make a save so Bushi dives onto



Fletcher. Takagi’s Last Of The Dragon is blocked so TJP kicks
him  in  the  face,  earning  a  discus  lariat.  Made  In  Japan
finishes TJP at 7:22.

Rating: C+. Best thing on the Kickoff Show and a lot of that
probably has to do with the people involved. There were some
talented names in this match and I could have gone for a bit
more of it. The Empire losing is a bit weird as they’re around
AEW more often, but it isn’t like the result truly matters in
the grand scheme of things.

The opening video gives a quick look at the major matches.

AEW World Title: Maxwell Jacob Friedman vs. Hiroshi Tanahashi

MJF, who still believes New Japan is an indy company, is
defending. Tanahashi takes him down to start so MJF bails to
the floor, saying he’s already done. A COWARD chant is enough
to bring him back in and a knee to the ribs cuts Tanahashi
off. MJF grabs a bearhug into the abdominal stretch with a
grab of the ropes keeps Tanahashi in trouble. Tanahashi fights
out and knocks MJF down for the middle rope Swanton and a near
fall.

MJF catches him on top for a good looking superplex and a near
fall. The Heatseeker is blocked though and MJF bangs up his
knees. MJF is right back up with a double underhook shoulder
breaker, which only hurts the knee even more. Tanahashi is
down so MJF calls him a joke (and a fan calls MJF a coward),
which is enough to start the comeback.

The bad knee is taken out and the Texas Cloverleaf sends MJF
bailing to the ropes. Twist and Shout into the Sling Blade
sets up the High Fly Flow, which only hits the raised knees.
They’re both down for a bit until MJF rolls outside and grabs
the title. The referee takes it away and Tanahashi grabs a
rollup for a VERY delayed two. Another referee distraction
lets MJF hit Tanahashi with the diamond ring to retain at
16:20.



Rating: B-. Good opener here but the ending didn’t do it any
favors. The ribs vs. the knees worked well for a story here as
Tanahashi isn’t as fast as he was before so it gave him a
reason to slow down. MJF gets over for his talking abilities
but it is nice to see him being able to easily hang in a match
like this. Nice choice for the first match on the main card
here, as the fans still buy into MJF’s antics.

Men’s Owen Hart Tournament First Round: CM Punk vs. Satoshi
Kojima

The fans are NOT pleased with Punk and commentary acknowledges
the not so positive reaction. They start rather slowly with
Kojima’s headlock not doing anything. Kojima goes after the
back to take over and stops to pop his pectoral muscles. Punk
sends him outside and pops his own pecs before going outside
or some chops. A leg sweep knocks Punk down on the apron but
he’s right back with a knockdown of his own.

The legdrop connects and we get the required Hogan references.
They strike it out in the corner until Punk whips him hard
into said corner. Punk hits his own Kojima style lariats in
the corner (while shouting “KOJIMA” over and over), setting up
a belly to back suplex for two (with quite the evil grin
during the cover). A missed splash in the corner lets Kojima
fire off his rapid fire chops and then he does it again in
another corner. Kojima’s top rope elbow gets two and a DDT
plants Punk again.

Punk knocks him down again though and drops a top rope elbow
for two of his own. The Anaconda Vice goes on until Kojima
hits him in the back of the head to break it up. The GTS is
broken up and Kojima fires off his double chops into the Koji
Cutter  to  drop  Punk.  Kojima’s  lariat  is  countered  into  a
neckbreaker for two more but the GTS is blocked again. A
brainbuster gives Kojima two but Punk kicks him in the head,
setting up the GTS to finish Kojima at 13:33.



Rating: B. They beat each other up rather well here and Kojima
gave him more of a run for his money than I was expecting. If
nothing else, it was a lot of fun to see Punk laying into the
heel stuff, as he can shift from one side or the other like
few in wrestling today. This got physical at the end and it
wound up being a rather entertaining match.

International Title: Orange Cassidy vs. Zack Sabre Jr. vs.
Katsuyori Shibata vs. Daniel Garcia

Cassidy is defending (Shibata’s ROH Pure Title/Sabre’s NJPW TV
Title aren’t on the line) and it’s one fall to a finish. They
all block kicks to start until Sabre and Shibata are both sent
outside. The Dragontamer has Cassidy in trouble until Shibata
makes the save. Shibata Figure Fours Cassidy until Garcia
makes a save and grabs a hold of his own. That’s broken up as
well and everyone but Cassidy strike it out. Cassidy comes
back in and everyone is knocked down for a bit.

Back  up  and  Cassidy  and  Garcia  grab  holds,  only  to  have
Shibata and Sabre slug it out with said holds still on. With
that broken up, Cassidy hits a Stundog Millionaire but Sabre
twists the arm around to hit Cassidy in his own ribs. Garcia
grabs a belt to knock Shibata silly for two but Cassidy clears
Garcia out. That lets Cassidy and Shibata sit down to slap
each other until an Orange Punch drops Shibata.

Cassidy’s hand is too banged up to cover so it’s the Beach
Break for two. The Mousetrap to Sabre is countered into a
double arm trap with a save being made. Sabre pulls Cassidy
back into the hold until Shibata makes a save of his own.
Everything  breaks  down  again  and  Garcia  pildrives  Sabre.
Shibata hits the PK on Garcia but Cassidy steals the pin to
retain at 11:32.

Rating:  B.  The  match  was  almost  all  action  and  Cassidy
continues to show that he can hang with just about anyone.
That being said, I’m not sure how many times the story has



been “Cassidy is banged up and facing overwhelming odds” but
he retains anyway. The point has long since been made and it’s
time for someone to beat him for the title. He isn’t really
gaining much more by doing it over and over again, yet here we
are (after another rather entertaining match).

IWGP World Title: Sanada vs. Jungle Boy

Jungle Boy, with Hook, is challenging and gets run over by the
champ. The threat of a Snare Trap sends Sanada straight to the
ropes and Jungle Boy is already looking frustrated. Jungle
Boy’s attempt at a Paradise Lock is broken up and Sanada gets
one of his own, setting up the running dropkick for two. Back
up and Jungle Boy fights back before a double knockdown gives
them both a breather.

They chop it out until Jungle Boy gets Sanada’s own Skull End,
slowly sending him over to the ropes. Sanada is right back up
with a TKO for two but a moonsault doesn’t work as well.
Jungle Boy snaps off a poisonrana but Sanada is right back
with the swinging Skull End. Sanada’s poisonrana sets up a
Shining Wizard for two, followed by a moonsault to retain at
10:37. There seemed to be a bit of confusion on the ending
there,  as  the  referee  checked  the  shoulders  and  the  bell
didn’t immediately ring.

Rating: C+. This was a step down from the rest of the show,
but there was only so much that could be done with the idea of
Jungle Boy getting a World Title shot. He wasn’t going to win
here and it fits in with his recent struggles. Commentary
referred to this as a learning experience for Jungle Boy and
that’s rather accurate, as he wasn’t going to win but could
still get something out of it.

Post match Jungle Boy seems banged up but is fine enough to
turn on Hook (Taz is LIVID). The fans give a very loud YOU
F***** UP chant as this team with three whole matches together
is done.



Blackpool  Combat  Club/Konosuke  Takeshita/Shota  Umino  vs.
Elite/Tomohiro Ishii/Eddie Kingston

Umino takes Page into the corner for some pats on the chest,
plus a forearm to annoy Page a bit. Takeshita comes in instead
and takes over, only for the Bucks to come in and pick up the
pace. A neckbreaker/backbreaker combination hits Yuta (One of
the Bucks: “See you in h***!”) and it’s off to Kingston vs.
Moxley for one heck of an audience reaction. They stare each
other down and then go to the big chop off as the other eight
just watch from the floor.

Realizing that doesn’t make a ton of sense, the others come in
for a big slugout of their own until the Bucks hit stereo
dives to the floor. Page adds the moonsault as Kingston and
Moxley are still chopping away. Castagnoli comes in to drop
Kingston as Moxley goes outside to pour water on his chest.
Takeshita comes in and BLASTS Ishii (on the apron) with an
elbow before Kingston is caught in the wrong corner for some
elbows from Castagnoli.

Kingston lariats his way out of trouble but Moxley is right
there to cut him off. Stereo lariats connect and Moxley’s
banged up chest keeps him down even longer. Ishii comes in to
run Yuta over and slips out of a Hart Attack attempt. A back
suplex drops Umino and a diving tag brings in Page for the big
comeback. The Bucks hold Takeshita over the floor so Page can
hit a running shooting star press from the apron.

Takeshita  is  back  up  but  the  Bucks  start  firing  off  the
superkicks. The Blue Thunder Bomb Takeshita two on Matt and a
wheelbarrow suplex drops him again. Castagnoli’s swing into
Yuta’s dropkick gets two with a bunch of people making the
save. Nick breaks up…something from Yuta and a rather cold tag
brings Ishii back in as everything breaks down. Moxley cutters
Ishii but the Bucks superkick their problems away again. Yuta
ducks the Buckshot lariat and Ishii takes his head off with a
lariat  of  his  own.  The  brainbuster  finishes  for  Ishii  at



21:22.

Rating: B+. This was the all action match of the night and
that’s all it needed to be, as the score (unofficially) is
evened up between the Elite and the Club. You can book Blood &
Guts from here and it should be rather epic. It was also
rather nice to not have the match turn into a wild brawl, as
they already covered that at Double Or Nothing. Heck of a
fight  here,  and  the  storytelling  with
Kingston/Moxley/Castagnoli  worked  well.  Throw  in  Takeshita
looking like a main eventer and it was even better.

Post  match  Kingston  isn’t  having  anything  to  do  with  his
partners and leaves, as he didn’t want to hurt Moxley.

Video on Toni Storm vs. Willow Nightingale. Storm is so mean
that even Nightingale doesn’t like her!

AEW Women’s Title: Toni Storm vs. Willow Nightingale

Storm, with the Outcasts, is defending and Nightingale’s NJPW
Women’s Strong Title isn’t on the line. They run the ropes to
start until Nightingale counters a hiptoss into a cradle for
two. Nightingale drops her to the floor but stops to yell at
the Outcasts, allowing Storm to hit a hip attack on the way
back in. The seated full nelson keeps Nightingale in trouble
and Storm forearms her in the back to cut off a comeback.

Back up and they head to the apron with Nightingale hitting a
Death Valley Driver to plant her hard. Nightingale goes up but
the Outcasts throw in the spray paint. That’s enough for a
double ejection but the delay causes Nightingale to miss the
moonsault. The hip attack into a DDT gives Storm two, only to
have Nightingale pull her into an Indian Deathlock. With that
broken up, the Pounce sends Storm outside but she’s right back
with a poke to the eye. Storm Zero retains the title at 11:03.

Rating: C+. This was more of the same from the Outcasts, but
at least Storm was able to cheat on her own to retain here.



Nightingale  losing  isn’t  a  surprise  but  it’s  certainly
annoying, as it seems to happen far too often. Odds are we’re
coming up on Storm vs. Jamie Hayter for the title at All In,
but at least Nightingale didn’t get squashed.

We recap Will Ospreay challenging Kenny Omega for the IWGP US
Title. Omega escaped with the title at Wrestle Kingdom but now
Ospreay is back and more dangerous for the rematch.

IWGP US Title: Kenny Omega vs. Will Ospreay

Ospreay is challenging and seems to be the big favorite. Omega
takes him down into an early chinlock but Ospreay reverses
into an arm crank. They chop it out but it’s way too early for
the One Winged Angle. The Oscutter is countered as well and
Omega has to duck a kick, leaving us with a standoff. Omega
takes him down and hits a moonsault but here is Don Callis
with his “military grade security” for the distraction.

That’s  enough  for  an  ejection  but  said  distraction  lets
Ospreay send him into the barricade and take over back inside.
Some shots to the back have Omega in trouble and Ospreay stays
on said back for two. Omega manages to hit a quick Kitaro
Crusher but Ospreay drapes him over the top rope. That sets up
a shooting star press to the back and the Oscutter on the
apron  keeps  Omega  rocked.  They  head  outside  with  Ospreay
ramming him hard into the announcers’ table to knock Omega
even sillier.

Omega  is  sent  through  the  table’s  covering  and  is  busted
rather open, allowing Ospreay to lick the blood off of his own
arm.  Ospreay  V  Triggers  him  to  the  floor  and  grabs  the
Canadian flag to clean himself, ala Shawn Michaels in 1997.
That’s enough for Omega to knock him hard to the floor, where
Ospreay is sent hard into the steps to bust him open as well.
A DDT onto the steps knocks Ospreay silly again and Omega
elbows away at the cut to make the blood flow even more
freely. Ospreay powerbombs his way out of a choke and they’re



both down.

Back up and Omega hits a V Trigger, only for Ospreay to grab
the  standing  Spanish  Fly  for  two.  A  rather  terrible
Sharpshooter sends Omega to the ropes but Ospreay pulls him
back in and switches to a Crossface. With the rope break
getting Omega out of trouble, Ospreay kicks him in the head a
few times. The Oscutter is blocked (perhaps shouting OSCUTTER
in advance was a bad idea) and Omega hits some Snapdragons. A
piledriver gives Omega two and there’s the V Trigger to the
back.

Omega tries a super One Winged Angel but Ospreay counters the
chance of death into a Cheeky Nandos kick. Ospreay hits a
skytwister to the floor, followed by a Liger Bomb for two back
inside. Omega knocks him down again but here is Don Callis
(the fans are NOT pleased) at ringside. A knee to the face
hits  Ospreay  as  Callis  hides  behind  security.  Callis’
distraction doesn’t stop the V Trigger but he manages to slip
Ospreay a screwdriver.

The One Winged Angel is broken up with the screwdriver to the
head  and  the  Hidden  Blade  into  the  Stormbreaker  gives
Ospreay….two. Well that was ridiculous. Ospreay’s One Winged
Angel gets one so Omega loads up his own version, only to
switch into a German suplex for two. Ospreay Tiger Driver 91’s
him for two and it’s a Hidden Blade into Stormbreaker to
finally finish Omega at 39:07.

Rating: A. What else do you want here? They sold the idea of
two people leaving it all in the ring until one of them
couldn’t stand any longer and it felt like a violent war.
That’s exactly what this should have been and on almost all
accounts,  it  would  have  been  a  bit  better  without  the
(awesome) false finish off back to back finishers. That was a
bit much and should have been the finish, but that’s a rather
nothing complaint all things considered.



Omega has to be helped out due to obvious reasons.

Sting/Darby  Allin/Tetsuya  Naito  vs.  Chris  Jericho/Minoru
Suzuki/Sammy Guevara

Guevara flips over Naito to start before hitting a dropkick to
take over. Naito sends him outside though and that’s enough
for the Tranquilo pose. Allin comes in to yell at Guevara but
gets Suzuki instead. That doesn’t go well for Allin so it’s
off to Jericho vs. Sting for the big staredown. Sting takes
over without much trouble and hits the Stinger Splash into the
Scorpion Deathlock.

Guevara makes the save with a cutter and we get a triple Le
Suzuki Gods pose. Naito is back in to clean things out and we
settle down to Naito’s Gloria being broken up. Everything
breaks down and the villains grab triple chokes, which are
quickly escaped. Allin hits a dive onto Suzuki but Jericho
hits the Judas Effect to cut off Allin’s sequel dive.

Jericho brings out a table (of course) and puts Sting on it
before ordering Sammy to hit the 630 off the top to drive him
through it. Naito rolls Jericho up for two but Destino is
countered into the Walls. Sting is back up for the save so
Jericho gives Naito the Codebreaker for to instead. Naito and
Sting beat on Suzuki and it’s an atomic drop into a rollup to
finish Suzuki at 15:02.

Rating: C. This one didn’t do much for me and it felt like
they were just kind of going through the motions in some
places. I’m also guessing that Sting was supposed to get up
before that 630 but just didn’t in time, which would explain
(not excuse, but explain) his quick save. The match wasn’t
bad, but nothing you need to see.

Post match Jericho grabs the bat but Sting clears everyone
out.

We recap Bryan Danielson vs. Kazuchika Okada. In summation,



it’s Bryan Danielson vs. Kazuchika Okada.

Bryan Danielson vs. Kazuchika Okada

Danielson comes out to Final Countdown for a special moment.
Okada goes for the arm to start but Danielson reverses into a
surfboard  with  a  double  knee  stomp  to  leave  Okada  a  bit
annoyed. An elbow to the face drops Danielson and they go to
the floor, where Danielson starts working on the arms. Some
shots to said arms have Okada in trouble and Danielson cranks
away at both back inside. Okada fights up and lets Danielson
kick him, which just wakes Okada up even more.

The forearms don’t work because of the arm but it’s fine
enough to catch a charging Danielson in a flapjack. They fight
to the floor again and this time Danielson is sent into the
crowd.  Okada  is  right  after  him  with  a  big  running
clothesline, setting up a neckbreaker onto the knee for two
back  inside.  Danielson  pops  back  up  and  hits  a  missile
dropkick before it’s time to strike it out again.

Okada  shotgun  dropkicks  him  into  the  corner,  followed  by
another dropkick for two. Back up and Danielson goes for the
arm again, this time getting in a Disarm-Her. With that broken
up,  Danielson  sends  him  outside  but  misses  the  dive.  The
Rainmaker is blocked and Okada gets dropkicked up the ramp.
The YES Kicks rock Okada but he’s right back with a Tombstone
onto the ramp.

Danielson is mostly out of it and the Rainmaker is loaded up.
Hold on though as we pause for the doctor, who says Danielson
can  go,  despite  convulsing.  Danielson  is  cleared  and
immediately hits a knee to drop Okada. Danielson declares it
time  to  kick  his  f******  head  in  and  stomps  away  but
Danielson’s  arm  seems  to  have  given  out.

The YES chant is loaded up but Okada cuts off the running knee
with the dropkick. The Landslide sets up the Rainmaker for two
but two more attempts miss. Danielson tries the LeBell Lock,



only to opt for some weird double arm lock. Okada can’t reach
the rope so Danielson lets go and hammers him in the face. The
double arm crank goes back on and Okada taps at 27:33.

Rating: A-. This was great in a different way than the Omega
vs.  Ospreay  bloodbath  in  that  this  felt  more  like  a
traditional classic wrestling match. You had Danielson tearing
the arm apart all match while Okada worked on the neck, only
to have Danielson get the better of things and tie him up for
the win. I had a great time with it, but the lack of a story
other than “hey let’s have a classic” slowed it down a bit.

Danielson is banged up to end the show.

Overall Rating: A-. The two big matches and the ten man tag
are more than enough to carry this, but it doesn’t quite get
to that all time level. There are some matches on here that
don’t exactly feel epic, but the good stuff is so, so good
that  it  carries  the  rest.  Definitely  check  out  Okada  vs.
Danielson and Ospreay vs. Omega, but the rest you might want
to pick and choose (save for the Zero Hour stuff, which added
pretty much nothing). Another awesome show here, as we now
veer back into the normal AEW material.

Results
Mogul  Embassy  b.  Best  Friends/Rocky  Romero/El  Desperado  –
Swerve Stomp to Romero
Athena b. Billie Starkz – Gutbuster
El Phantasmo b. Stu Grayson – Arm trap faceplant
Los Ingobernables de Japon b. United Empire – Made In Japan to
TJP
Maxwell Jacob Friedman b. Hiroshi Tanahashi – Diamond ring to
the head
CM Punk b. Satoshi Kojima – GTS
Orange Cassidy b. Daniel Garcia, Zack Sabre Jr. and Katsuyorhi
Shibata – Crucifix to Garcia
Sanada b. Jungle Boy – Moonsault
Elite/Tomohiro  Ishii/Eddie  Kingston  b.  Blackpool  Combat



Club/Konosuke Takeshita/Shota Umino – Brainbuster to Yuta
Toni Storm b. Willow Nightingale – Storm Zero
Will Ospreay b. Kenny Omega – Stormbreaker
Sting/Tetsuya  Naito/Darby  Allin  b.  Chris  Jericho/Sammy
Guevara/Minoru Suzuki – Rollup to Suzuki
Bryan Danielson b. Kazuchika Okada – Double arm crank

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Daily News Update – June 25,
2023
Make sure you check out some recent reviews:

Joey Janela’s Spring Break 2

Collision – June 24, 2023
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RUMOR KILLER On AEW Wanting To Bring In Special Name For All
In.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/rumor-killer-aew-wanting
-bring-special-name/

Move Him Up: Roman Reigns Surpasses Nearly 50 Year Old Mark
During Universal Title Reign.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/move-roman-reigns-surpas
ses-nearly-50-year-old-mark-universal-title-reign/

For The Gold: New Title Match Officially Set For WWE Money In
The Bank.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/gold-new-title-match-off
icially-set-wwe-money-bank/

Fast Lane: Update On Liv Morgan’s Return From Injury, WWE
Surprised.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/fast-lane-update-liv-mor
gans-return-injury-wwe-surprised/

No More: AEW Personality Announces Retirement From The Ring.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/no-aew-personality-annou
nces-retirement-ring/

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page.
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Forbidden Door 2023 Preview
It’s time for one of the more unique shows of the year, as AEW
and New Japan get together for another Forbidden Door (which
does not seem to actually be forbidden in any way). This one
has been built up a bit better than last year and the top of
the card looks rather strong. If it is anywhere close to as
good as the original show, we should be in for a nice night.
Let’s get to it.

Zero Hour: Mogul Embassy vs. Roppongi Vice/El Desperado

This is one of three matches that were added to Zero Hour this
week on Collision. The Embassy has been treated as something
of value on Ring Of Honor and it would be nice to see Swerve
Strickland getting a bit more of a high profile win. Vice is a
team who has been around in a variety of forms so having them
around makes some sense. Desperado is a wild card, but that
seems to be the point.

I’ll take the Embassy to win, even though the Gates of Agony
notoriously never win anything of note. Maybe it’s different
if they are in a six man match, but it is one of those random
matches that could go either way. Hopefully Strickland gets a
dominant pin over a member of Vice as it would be the most
beneficial long term, even if the Gates continue to be rather
dull.

Zero Hour: El Phantasmo vs. Stu Grayson

Grayson hasn’t been around AEW much lately but when he is
given the chance, especially away from the Dark Order, he can
put on quite the show. Phantasmo is a bigger star of course
and in a better place, making this kind of a strange choice to
put on the card. Hopefully they can make something work out of

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/06/25/forbidden-door-2023-preview/


this, despite what is likely to be a limited amount of time.

Phantasmo wins here, as Grayson isn’t going to win here when
he can barely get on AEW TV most of the time. This feels like
a way to get Phantasmo in front of the audience and Grayson is
the one who was selected to be out there too. The match should
be fairly good if Grayson is trying to get some focus on
himself and if that is the case, we should be in for something
fun.

Zero Hour: United Empire vs. Los Ingobernables de Japon

So this seems to be a showcase match for New Japan stars and
that should be fine. Kyle Fletcher and Jeff Cobb are regular
enough in AEW so at least commentary will have something to
talk about. At the same time, Los Ingobernables haven’t been
around lately but the talent will be more than enough to carry
things forward, as the story isn’t the point to this one.

I’ll go with the Empire to win here as they have been around
more frequently, but if there is one match on here where
either would win with either making that much of a difference,
it would be this one. If these guys get ten minutes or so,
everything should be fine, as there is more than enough talent
in there to fill in pretty much whatever amount of time that
they are given. But yeah, the Empire wins here.

Zero  Hour:  Women’s  Owen  Hart  Foundation  Tournament  First
Round: Athena vs. Billie Starkz

This is one of the matches that has some importance going
forward and it is probably the one that has the least interest
as far as who wins. It is almost hard to fathom this going any
other way, but I’m hoping that we get the Athena who has been
tearing up Ring Of Honor in recent weeks. If nothing else, the
tournament works if we can see more of Athena on a bigger
show.

Of course Athena wins here, as she is already a champion



coming in and is up against a 18 year old rookie who hasn’t
done much around here so far. This should be all about Athena
running over Starkz until she gets to advance. Hopefully the
match is there to get Athena over, as she is more than ready
to  move  up  into  the  big  leagues  of  the  women’s  titles,
assuming they can find someone who can take the title from
her. For now though, Athena wins here and does so handily.

IWGP World Title: Sanada(c) vs. Jungle Boy

This feels like a match that is there to further a bigger
story. Jungle Boy may have been in the World Title match last
month but in no way does he feel like a serious threat to beat
Sanada here. Instead, it feels like another place where he can
come up short and further what seems to be a much needed heel
turn. AEW hasn’t exactly been trying to hide his long at best
shot and that is the right way to go.

So yeah, naturally this is Sanada winning, though Jungle Boy
should be able to get in some stuff of his own. There is
nothing to suggest that Jungle Boy is going to come close to
winning so it is more about letting the two of them have a
nice match before getting to the only possible option. That is
the right way to go in this place and having the title on the
show is a big deal on its own.

Men’s Owen Hart Foundation Tournament First Round: CM Punk vs.
Satoshi Kojima

We’ll keep going with the obvious results here, as this is
little more than a way for Punk to get back in the ring and
get the first singles win of his comeback against a legend.
Punk has only been back for two shows so far and while he has
been  in  some  multi-man  tag  matches,  he  has  to  have  some
singles matches at some point to really make it feel like he
is back.

In case you didn’t get the idea, Punk wins here, albeit after
Kojima gives him a heck of a match. Kojima is certainly a name



and a very accomplished one at that, but Punk is one of the
biggest stars in AEW at the moment and giving him the win is
not only the right way to go, but pretty much the only logical
choice. Being in the ring with Kojima will likely be a cool
moment for Punk, and having him win will be a nice bonus.

Adam Cole vs. Tom Lawlor

This is another match that was added at almost the last minute
but at least Lawlor attacked him on Rampage. That at least
puts it ahead of the matches that had no build whatsoever
other than an announcement so things are a step up. In this
case, Cole is gearing up for his World Title shot against
Maxwell Jacob Friedman and gets to face someone who should be
in a higher profile company than he already is.

In what could be a hidden gem on the show, Cole wins here, and
hopefully Lawlor does well enough to get a job, or at least
one down the line, as a result. Lawlor is someone who has done
well pretty much everywhere I’ve seen him go and it would be
nice to see him in AEW more often. For now though, he can be a
nice win for Cole, who is on his way to bigger and better
things.

Le Suzuki Gods vs. Sting/Darby Allin/Tetsuya Naito

Naito  was  the  mystery  partner  for  Sting  and  Allin  and
definitely adds some New Japan star power to the match. This
is much more about Sting vs. Jericho and Allin vs. Guevara,
with Suzuki and Naito there as well. The good thing about a
six man tag is that you can get some different combinations in
there, which could even include the bizarre option of Sting
vs. Suzuki.

Much like the IWGP World Title match, this feels like a means
to an end but we could be in for some interesting things here
as the good guys win. The Jericho vs. Sting showdown is bound
to happen and it would not shock me to see them go one on one
(or two on two) at All In in London in about two months. For



now though, we should be in for one of those zany tag matches
that AEW knows how to make work very well.

AEW Women’s Title: Toni Storm(c) vs. Willow Nightingale

This is where what happens to Nightingale is one of the most
frustrating  things  in  AEW,  as  she  has  to  actually  win
something at some point. While she has already advanced in the
Owen Hart tournament and is the NJPW Strong Women’s Champion,
she needs to win one of the two women’s titles in AEW. While
that is a possibility here, I’m not sure I can imagine it
actually happening.

As much as I want it to go the other way, I can’t imagine
taking the title off of Storm so soon. Jamie Hayter returning
to get the title from Storm (say, in London) would make the
most sense and the Outcasts can interfere to give Nightingale
an out. Nightingale still needs that big win and she can get
it one day, but for now, it’s Storm defeating another champion
to retain her own title.

AEW World Title: Maxwell Jacob Friedman vs. Hiroshi Tanahashi

Now stop me if you’ve heard this one before, but I’m not sure
how much question there is here about who is leaving with the
title.  It’s  the  biggest  issue  with  this  show,  but  that
shouldn’t stop them from having a solid match on the way.
Friedman has shown that he can do very well in the ring under
the right circumstances and Tanahashi is Tanahashi, so this
this should work.

But  yeah,  Friedman  wins  here,  likely  with  Cole  getting
involved in some way so he can take the title from Friedman
down the line (or something similar). Tanahashi is one of
those legends who can be put out there for one loss after
another without any kind of a problem and that is what he is
going to do here. At the same time, Friedman can brag about
beating one of the best ever (and you know he will) so this is
a rather logical idea.



International Title: Orange Cassidy(c) vs. Zack Sabre Jr. vs.
Katsuyori Shibata vs. Daniel Garcia

We’re at a weird point for Cassidy’s title reign, as he has
held the title for eight months and a good chunk of that has
been spent on “he’s so tired and banged up that he can’t
possibly retain the title much longer”. Then he just does it,
beating one challenger after another. In theory he is being
built up for someone to look like a huge deal when they
finally take the title from him, but that has to actually
happen at some point.

As ready as I am for Cassidy to lose the title already, odds
are he retains here, as Shibata and Sabre Jr. already have
titles and Cassidy already beat Garcia last month. If nothing
else, Cassidy losing the title feels a lot better in a one on
one showdown, and odds are he gets to retain again here. Sabre
getting to torture some people will make it worth a look, but
it’s Cassidy keeping the title.

Blackpool  Combat  Club/Konosuke  Takeshita/Shota  Umino  vs.
Elite/Eddie Kingston/Tomohiro Ishii

This is the big showdown match as the blood feud between the
two sides continues. While Takeshita isn’t part of the Club,
he certainly has the same enemies and that is enough to keep
him in this kind of a feud. This one is going to be about
violence  and  carnage  as  we  get  closer  to  what  is  likely
Kingston challenging Claudio Castagnoli for the Ring Of Honor
World Title next month. And some guest stars to keep up the
theme of the show.

After Anarchy in the Arena, this needs to go to the Elite and
company, likely with Umino or Wheeler Yuta taking the fall. Or
they can just go for the obvious ending with Ishii pinning
Castagnoli to set up the Death Before Dishonor match. Either
way, there are going to be a lot of people involved and it
will probably fall into chaos about halfway through, which is



about all you can expect.

IWGP United States Title: Kenny Omega(c) vs. Will Ospreay

This is a rematch from a huge Wrestle Kingdom match which went
very well (though I didn’t grade it as highly as some did).
There is a real chance that it headlines the show and if it is
similar to what we got on Dynamite with these two, I wouldn’t
be opposed. Omega is capable of looking like an absolute star
and Ospreay can hang with anyone in the world. Let these two
go nuts and it should be a lot of fun.

As for a winner….it’s hard to imagine Omega going up 2-0,
especially with Don Callis anywhere nearby. This should go to
Ospreay to even the series and then they can do their big
rubber match in Japan (or England). These two are going to
beat the fire out of each other and it should be an awesome
showdown, but Ospreay wins here to even the score and take
away one of the main things Omega has at the moment.

Kazuchika Okada vs. Bryan Danielson

As big as some of the other matches are, come on. This is the
definition of a dream match as perhaps the best in Japan is
facing perhaps the best in the United States (and on neutral
ground). It’s a match where the names alone make the show feel
that awesome and it is almost impossible for this to not be
good. Just let them do whatever they want and it should be a
main event caliber match.

Then we get to the hard part, as this is pretty much a coin
flip. I’ll go with Danielson winning as he is the closer to a
home country star, but it really could go either way. Either
way, despite Danielson being a heel coming in, there is a good
chance that he is going to be cheered out of the building by
the end. This is the kind of match that should headline a show
and there is a very good chance that it will, with Danielson
winning (I guess).



Overall Thoughts

Forbidden Door really is one of the weirdest shows that you
see all year and that makes it all the more interesting. New
Japan isn’t being treated as a bunch of invaders and only a
few of the matches really have personal issues. Instead, this
is  about  proving  who  is  better  and  we  could  have  some
outstanding matches on the way there. It will be nice to get
back to the focus being only on AEW, but for a one night
event, we could be in for a classic here.
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multi-man  tag.  Other  than  that  though,  we  have  Hiroshi
Tanahashi vs. Swerve Strickland in a match that should be
great. Other than that, Sting and Darby Allin need a mystery
partner for tomorrow night and get to announce him tonight.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Ricky Starks, FTR and CM Punk are ready for their eight man
tag tonight.

Bullet Club Gold and the Gunns are ready for their eight man
tag tonight.

Opening sequence.

Tony Schiavone is in the ring to find out who is Sting and
Darby Allin’s partner but Chris Jericho and Minoru Suzuki cut
him off. Jericho doesn’t know who Sting and Allin could find
who is tougher or sexier than them, so they’re done waiting.
What matters is that Schiavone knows the partner, so TELL US
WHO IT IS.

Cue Sting and Darby Allin, with the latter asking where Sammy
Guevara is this week. Maybe he finally thought better of it,
because if he shows up at Forbidden Door, Darby will beat his
a**. Just like the partner did to Jericho at the Tokyo Dome.
Cue Tetsuya Naito to stare Jericho down and send him running
outside. Not the biggest surprise, but a good choice.

Miro is sick of his god being a coward and bows before no man.
He renounces his god and wife because he is ready to hurt
people.

Swerve Strickland vs. Hiroshi Tanahashi

Feeling out process to start with Tanahashi taking him into
the corner and firing off some air guitar. Strickland isn’t
having that and guitars him right back before sending it to
the floor. A kick to the ropes serves as a low blow on the way

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/06/21/dynamite-june-21-2023-its-still-not-forbidden/


back in and Strickland gets to choke away. Tanahashi is sent
over the ropes but skins the cat for a headscissors to put
Swerve outside.

Strickland ties him up in the ropes though and hammers away as
we take a break. Back with Tanahashi hitting something close
to the Sling Blade and striking away. The running Downward
Spiral gives Strickland two but a much better Sling Blade
plants Strickland again. The High Fly Flow hits raised knees
but the Swerve Stomp only hits the mat. Tanahashi shoves him
off the top and now the High Fly Flow can finish Strickland at
10:45.

Rating: B-. This was a match that gave me some very high hopes
when I first saw it advertised and it wound up being pretty
good. Tanahashi is getting up there in years and is nowhere
near what he once was, but he is still capable of having a
perfectly good match. Strickland losing to a legend isn’t
going to hurt him, but he does need to start moving up the
ladder already.

Post match MJF pops up on screen to say he’s getting out of
Canada as fast as possible. He holds the most important title
in the world and doesn’t want to watch a bunch of indy geeks
from  Japan  wrestle.  MJF  promises  to  do  painful  things  to
Tanahashi with his air guitar to wrap it up.

Brody King vs. Andrade El Idolo

Andrade kicks King’s leg out to start and gets up a raised
boot in the corner. A headscissors out of the corner drops
King again so he sends Andrade into the ropes, where we get
the Tranquilo pose. King is sent outside and there’s the big
moonsault from the top to take him down again. Back up and
King knocks him down hard to the floor with a chop and we take
a break.

We come back with King working on the taped up shoulder until
Andrade makes it to the apron. The dragon screw legwhip over



the rope takes King down and a high crossbody puts him down
again. The running knees in the corner give Andrade two but
King Death Valley Drivers him into the corner. Andrade is
right back with another shot to the leg though and the Figure
Four is loaded up. Cue Julia Hart with Andrade’s mask but the
distraction doesn’t work. Instead, Andrade elbows King down
and the Figure Eight goes on, only to have Buddy Matthews run
in for the DQ at 12:56.

Rating: B-. Another solid match from Andrade, who is working
extra hard since his return. While there is a very good chance
that is to get a certain other company to notice him, I’ll
certainly take what I can get while it’s available. Andrade
finding some friends to go after the Trios Titles isn’t a bad
idea and if it means King getting to maul people, I’m all for
it.

Post match the House beats Andrade down. Malakai Black pops up
on screen as Hart holds up the mask. The lights go out…and
that’s it.

Here  are  Christian  Cage  (holding  the  TNT  Title)  and
Luchasaurus (the TNT Champion) for a chat. Christian is back
home in Toronto and now he knows that it breeds losers. He
mocks  the  Toronto  Maple  Leafs  and  the  Toronto  Raptors,
including former Raptors star Kawhi Leonard, who left a few
years ago. Now for a couple of housekeeping items: there will
be no more open challenges and you will have to earn a title
shot, like HE did. Christian is ready to take the title to the
next level. Luchasaurus was barely mentioned and said nothing,
but he does get to carry Christian around on his shoulders.

Various people talk about what it would mean to win the Owen
Hart Foundation Tournament. The interesting point here: Jim
Neidhart trained Roderick Strong? That’s a new one on me.

Women’s Owen Hart Foundation Tournament First Round: Willow
Nightingale vs. Nyla Rose



Non-title and Marina Shafir is here with Rose. Nightingale
ducks a clothesline in the corner to start and takes her down,
setting up the big chops. Rose is knocked outside, where a
Shafir distraction lets her post Nightingale as we take a
break. Back with Nightingale sending her into the corner and
hitting a middle rope missile dropkick for two. Rose muscles
her over with a suplex though and then drops her with a
gordbuster for two of her own. Nightingale slips out of a
powerbomb and hits the Pounce to drop Rose again. The Babe
With The Powerbomb finishes Rose at 8:54.

Rating: C. Nightingale is in a weird spot at the moment as she
doesn’t seem likely to win the TBS or AEW/ROH Women’s Titles,
so this might be her high point for the time being. She can
make a run in the tournament and still be the NJPW Strong
champion, but, much like several others, she needs to win
something from around here for a change. Maybe the tournament
is  it,  but  anything  involving  more  Nightingale  is  a  good
thing.

Post match the Outcasts surround Nightingale but Skye Blue
makes the save with a chair.

Scorpio Sky talks about how he struggled to get here. Then his
success controlled him but no more. He is one half of the
first Tag Team Champions, the first Face of the Revolution and
a two time TNT Champion. Now you’ll find out who he really is.

Powerhouse Hobbs vs. Jeremy Prophet

Hobbs knocks him into the corner to start and doesn’t seem
pleased when Prophet tries a rollup. Some clotheslines drop
Prophet and the spinebuster finishes him at 1:37.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

CM Punk/FTR/Ricky Starks vs. Bullet Club Gold/The Gunns

It’s a VERY mixed reaction for Punk here, which almost had to



be expected. While bails from the threat of facing Punk to
start and hands it off to Robinson instead. A shoulder drops
Robinson so it’s Harwood coming in for a headlock of his own.
Said headlock is ground away a bit before it’s off to Starks
for the hip gyrating Old School on Colten. White comes in for
the save and NOW he wants Punk. That’s fine with Punk, who
gives him a hip gyration of his own and then wins a chop off.

The GTS and Blade Runner are both broken up and White sends
him outside. The big staredown is on and we take a break. Back
with Robinson getting caught in FTR’s Doomsday Device, with
White  having  to  make  a  save.  Something  like  a  Demolition
Decapitator gets two on Austin (the fans are NOT pleased with
Punk) but it’s off to White for a dragon screw legwhip.

White starts working on the leg but brings Colten in for a
chop  off.  Punk  gets  taken  down  again  though  and  we  take
another break. Back again with White yelling that Punk doesn’t
belong  in  this  ring  anymore  and  getting  planted  or  his
efforts. The running knee in the corner rocks White but the
Gunns break up the tag attempt. Robinson’s GTS attempt is
blocked and Punk kicks him in the head. The Gunns are kicked
away and the diving tag brings in Starks to clean house.

Roshambo is broken up and we settle down to White rolling
Starks up (with trunks) for two. Blade Runner is broken up and
the Gunns are back in to beat up Harwood. Wheeler takes both
of them out and hits a big dive to the floor. Not to be
outdone, Punk dives at White but gets caught in a swinging
Rock Bottom. Starks gets one of his own for two and the spear
hits White. The Gunns are cleared out but Robinson gets in the
big left, setting up Blade Runner for the pin on Starks at
23:43.

Rating: B. Another long and good match, but it didn’t feel as
long this week. It’s almost strange seeing Punk’s team lose so
early and while I could have gone for someone other than
Starks taking a fall, it does open some doors for the future.



As for Punk, what mattered here was he had a much longer stint
in the ring this time and didn’t look horrible. He has a long
way to go, but Sunday’s Forbidden Door match should tell us
some more about what he is doing. Solid main event, and I can
go or something like this once a week.

The winners celebrate to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. I’m not sure it was quite as good as last
week but what matters is having the solid action while also
building up Forbidden Door. This show featured some guest
stars and we’ll have to wait for next week to see how the norm
might feel around here. I liked it again and the wrestling was
good to rather good, though it’s still strange to have it be
so different from Dynamite. That’s not a bad thing, but it’s
certainly rather jarring in a lot of ways.

Results
Hiroshi Tanahashi b. Swerve Strickland – High Fly Flow
Andrade El Idolo b. Brody King via DQ when Buddy Matthews
interfered
Willow Nightingale b. Nyla Rose – The Babe With The Powerbomb
Powerhouse Hobbs b. Jeremy Prophet – Spinebuster
Bullet Club Gold/The Gunns b. CM Punk/FTR/Ricky Starks – Blade
Runner to Starks
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wrestling headline needs.

 

Joey Janela’s Spring Break 2:
They’re Working On It
Joey Janela’s Spring Break 2
Date: April 6, 2018
Location:  Pontchartrain  Convention  &  Civic  Center,  Kenner,
Louisiana
Attendance: 1,500
Commentators: Denver Colorado, Emil J

I’ve done parts of this series before so I figured I might as
well knock off the rest of them. This show features a match
that I’ve always wanted to see as it started one of the
strangest comeback stories in wrestling history. Other than
that, we’re in for a total mess and that is absolutely by
design. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is designed after what looks to be a 16 bit
video game, with Joey Janela and Glacier going after Marty
Jannetty on the streets….where Jannetty lights Dink on fire to
clear the stage. The second stage features Janela and Jannetty
shooting at a Barber Shop (which can shoot back). With the
shop destroyed, Shawn Michaels pops out of a DeLorean and
superkicks Jannetty. That was different.

James Ellsworth is in a toy store and talks about working in
WWE before coming here in his return to the independent scene.
Tonight he’s ready to fight Matt Riddle, who doesn’t think
much of Ellsworth.
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Nick Gage music video. Is this just a really long pre-show?

David Starr talks about what wrestling has done for him and
tonight, he’s ready for Mike Quackenbush. This is a really
long pre-show isn’t it?

Quackenbush is in, and says so to Starr’s face.

Video on the Great Sasuke vs. Joey Janela, the show’s main
event.

There’s going to be a Clusterf*** Battle Royal.

We start the series of videos from the beginning again as I
guess we’ve got some time to kill before the show starts.

After 24 minutes of the videos looping, we’re ready to go,
meaning we get to hear the commentators getting ready for the
show and going over the match order.

The opening video is modeled after the WWF Attitude Era intro.

We open with a video on Joey Janela, which is basically a
recreation of The Wrestler.

Teddy Hart vs. KTB vs. Tony Deppen vs. Eli Everfly vs. Gringo
Loco vs. DJZ

One fall to a finish and DJZ would go on to become Joqauin
Wilde in WWE. It’s a brawl to start (duh) with Everfly being
sent outside. Deppen clears the ring but gets anklescissored
down by Loco. Everfly is back in to snap off a headscissors
before he and Loco come to a standoff. Hold on though as DJZ
is back with his air horn but gets cleared out again. Hart
walks on KTB’s back before pulling him into a sunset flip for
two.

A torture rack backbreaker sends Deppen outside and a Project
Ciampa hits Everfly. With a helping hand from the referee,
Hart moonsaults onto a bunch of people on the floor. KTB dives



onto everyone (Hart doesn’t go down) and Everfly hits a dive
of his own. Back in and a springboard tornado DDT plants KTB
and a super hurricanrana gives Everfly two on Loco. KTB comes
off the top to dive onto everyone but Hart, who DDTs KTB down.

A Lionsault misses for KTB and Loco hits a springboard cutter
to bring him down again. DJZ is back up and sunset bombs Loco
into a moonsault onto KTB before hitting them both with a
rolling DDT. Everfly hurricanranas Hart to the floor and takes
Deppen up top for a…..super flipping Jay Driller (commentary:
“He can’t do that!”) and the pin at 11:06.

Rating: B-. I’m not big on scrambles like this one, but there
is something to be said about doing this kind of acrobatics
and flips all over the place. It was certainly a fun match and
the  right  way  to  fire  up  the  crowd  to  start  the  show.
Everfly’s finisher was completely nutty, making it perfect for
a show like this one. Very fun stuff here and believe it or
not, the fans loved it.

James Ellsworth vs. Matt Riddle

Ellsworth’s  intergender  title  isn’t  on  the  line  (and  I’m
assuming Riddle’s unidentified title isn’t either). Ellsworth
chop blocks him from behind before the bell but Riddle snaps
off a gutwrench suplex to drop him as well. Fans: “WHERE’S
YOUR CHIN?” Riddle hits a running forearm in the corner and
the backsplash makes it worse. Riddle’s running knee just
misses….because Ellsworth doesn’t have a chin. A superkick
gives  Ellsworth  one  but  another  is  countered  into  the
Bromission  to  give  Riddle  the  win  at  3:38.

Rating: C. Well yeah, what were you expecting? This was always
going  to  be  total  destruction  and  it  shouldn’t  have  been
anything else. Ellsworth was always a joke and that’s how he
was  treated  here,  with  Riddle,  the  indy  prodigy,  running
through  him.  The  missed  knee  was  funny  and  then  Riddle
finished him off, as he should have done. That’s oddly logical



from a show like this but I’ll take it.

Ellsworth flips off the crowd on the way out in a nice touch.

The  ring  announcer  is  ready  to  introduce  the  next  match
and….Virgil interrupts? He calls someone out (the audio isn’t
exactly clear), gets no one, and leaves.

PCO vs. Walter

PCO  isn’t  the  monster  just  yet.  Before  the  match,  Walter
offers a chance to walk out but PCO gives him a crotch chop
and we’re ready to go. They circle each other to start and PCO
takes him into the corner for some taps to the chest. Walter
works on the arm and gets kicked away without much trouble.
PCO knocks him outside and loads up the dive, only to get run
over with a shoulder.

The chop off ensues until Walter grabs a slam and sits on his
chest. Some choking on the ropes keeps PCO down but he chops
his way out of trouble. A kick to the head and short DDT put
Walter down and it’s time to head outside. PCO loads up the
first table but takes too long and gets dropped down onto the
apron. Walter blocks a powerbomb off the apron and sends PCO
hard into the steps, but the big chop only hits post.

As he’s a bit off, PCO goes up top and moonsaults down onto
Walter and the referee for the big triple knockdown. Granted
there was almost no length to the dive so it’s a wonder that
he hit the two of them as well as he did. Walter is up first
and powerbombs PCO through the table before doing it again
(sans table) inside.

The second referee comes in for the two count so PCO gets
booted in the face. The chops just wake PCO up though and he
opens his own shirt so Walter can chop him again. PCO wins a
chop off and the fans are actually on their feet as Walter
looks scared. A discus forearm puts Walter on the floor for a
suicide dive and a running flip dive takes him down again.



Back in and a super hurricanrana gives PCO two but Walter
flips him over with a release German suplex. PCO is right back
with a Regal Roll into a split legged moonsault for two (and
another standing ovation). Back up and PCO hits a top rope
Swanton to finally put Walter away at 18:29.

Rating: B+. Oh yeah this was rather awesome as it was all
about two big guys beating each other up and hitting each
other really hard. Walter was already a big deal but this
would be a nice boost to his career. At the same time, it
kicked off one of the most improbably career resurgences as
PCO would turn this into an incredible second act to his
career. It’s easy to see why too, as this was just hard
hitting pain for the sake of beating on each other, with those
chops making my skin crawl.

Post match they trade another chop each and shake hands before
Walter leaves.

GCW World Title: Penta El Zero M vs. Nick Gage

Gage is defending and swears a lot before the bell. We get a
CERO MIEDO vs. MDK chant off until Gage knocks him outside.
The dive is cut off with a chair to the head and Penta chairs
him again for a bonus. Penta’s chop hits the post though (with
commentary pointing out that it’s two matches in a row) but is
fine enough to grab some doors. Gage hiptosses him through a
door in the corner and grabs a Falcon Arrow for two.

The boot scrape is cut off though and Penta Death Valley
Drivers him through another door. A piece of the door over the
head rocks Gage again and Penta puts some pieces onto Gage
onto a table. The backsplash off the barricade doesn’t put
Gage through said table in a nasty crash. Back in and Penta
bridges  a  door  over  some  chairs  and  Pentagon  Drivers  him
through  the  door  for  two.  Penta  sets  up  another  similar
structure  but  gets  powerbombed  off  the  ropes  through  it
instead. The chokebreaker retains Gage’s title at 9:27.



Rating: D+. This felt like a match where the idea was “Gage
vs. this guy” and they didn’t have any more thought put into
it. Gage didn’t do much of anything here and then retained in
the end after Penta had done so much. That didn’t make for an
interesting  or  even  fun  match  from  the  usual  freak  show
standards, so this was kind of a wreck.

Respect is shown post match. Penta leaves and Gage yells at
the fans, who don’t seem to like him. Then he high fives a
bunch of fans on the way out so he’s quite an odd duck.

Mike Quackenbush vs. David Starr

Starr does his long introduction and commentary (featuring
Walter for this match) will not shut up, saying no one cares
what Starr has to say. They fight over arm control to start
until Starr gets two off a Thesz press. Back up and they shake
hands before Mike climbs the rope and armdrags him into a
leglock  which  he  rolls  over  for  what  appeared  to  be  a
Crossface  attempt,  sending  Starr  to  the  rope.

Mike stomps on the foot and sweeps the leg, setting up some
double knees to the ribs. The abdominal stretch goes on and
even Walter is impressed by the series of twists it took for
Mike to get it on. With that broken up, Starr Death Valley
Drivers him into the corner twice in a row, followed by a
springboard clothesline to the floor. Starr doesn’t want the
countout so he throws Mike back in and gets tossed off the top
for his efforts.

A Swanton gives Mike two but his hurricanrana is countered
into a powerbomb for two. Starr kicks him in the head for two,
which has Walter wanting Mike to win because Starr is “acting
like a d***.” A nice tornado DDT sends Starr outside but the
big dive is cut off, with Starr driving him into the apron.
Back in and Mike grabs a double arm crank but Starr slips out
and blasts him with a clothesline for the pin at 11:37.

Rating: B-. This was the technical match of the night so far,



with Starr being just enough of a villain to make it a little
uneven. What mattered here was getting in something different
on the show and they made it work. These two worked well
together  and  you  could  hear  Walter  being  impressed  on
commentary  so  there  had  to  be  something  to  this  one.

Commentary: “Walter is it fair to say that the better man
won?” Walter: “No.” Starr grabs the mic and puts Mike over
before saying how glad he was for being on this show.

Clusterf*** Battle Royal

This is a Royal Rumble with pinfalls, submissions and over the
top eliminations, though the entrance intervals are going to
be shaky at best. We see some people in the back trying to
check into the match, including MJF in a blonde wig disguise.
Jimmy Lloyd is in at #1 and Session Moth Martina (she likes
beer) is in at #2. Martina dances a lot and gets kissed for
her efforts as Orange Cassidy (still just an indy guy and not
a phenomenon yet) is in at #3.

Cassidy takes so long to come in that Wheeler Yuta (looking
about 17 years old) comes in at #4 and Curt Stallion comes in
at #5 for the grapple off. Yuta rolls him up for two and it’s
Facade in at #6 to strike away at Stallion. Facade sends him
outside and adds a rope walk moonsault onto everyone outside
(as no one has been eliminated yet). Back in and a running
kick to the head pins Stallion for our first elimination.
Swoggle is in at #7 and snaps off some German suplexes.

With Swoggle cleaning house, Grado is in at #8 and he seems
immune  to  German  suplexes.  Apparently  Grado  is  quite
intoxicated and Kikutaro is in at #9 and crotches himself
while trying Old School. As some other wrestlers come back
in….the Invisible Man is in at #10. House is cleaned and
Kikutaro is tossed before Swoggle taps to a Fujiwara armbar.
Joe Gacy is in at #11 and slugs it out with Yuta, including
the handspring cutter. Bryan Idol is in at #12 and gets to



clean some house before Chris Dickinson, in a mask, smoking a
cigarette, and coming out to Real American, knocks out Facade.

Gacy is tossed and Yuta is Razor’s Edged out onto the pile
(some are still in, some aren’t) at ringside. Dickinson hits
Hulk Hogan’s finishing sequence to get rid of Grado and is
left alone (I think). Dan Severn is in at #13 and they go with
the  grappling  (after  issues  at  yesterday’s  Bloodsport).
Alabama Doink (sure) is in at #14 and gets tossed by Severn,
who is eliminated by Dickinson. Rickey Shane Page is in at #15
and beats up Dickinson….as well as the still in Lloyd.

With that not working, Marcus Crane comes in at #16 and gets
beaten  up  by  Dickinson.  Aeroboy  (a  masked  luchador  with
another masked man apparently named Crazy Boy….who looks like
Excalibur) is in at #17 and starts cleaning house, with a
Swanton into a double pin getting rid of Dickinson. Rory Gulak
(or Drew, according to the rather drunk commentary team) is in
at #18 and doesn’t like the idea of the match (with the sign
to prove it). Nate Webb is in at #19 and walks through the
crowd as Rory beats people up inside.

Everyone gets out of the ring as the fans sing Webb’s song.
After taking over the camera, Webb gets inside and plants
Gulak  with  something  like  a  spinning  Big  Ending  for  the
elimination. Ethan Page is in at #20 so Gulak kicks him in the
head. That earns Webb a trip into the corner and it’s MJF (no
wig) in at #21.

The  masked  men  go  after  Page  and  MJF,  with  the  villains
tossing out the luchadors. With them gone, MJF Codebreakers
Page into a rollup for the elimination. Martina (hey she’s
still in this) comes back in and puts a condom on her face for
a Mandible Claw on Page. She also wraps her legs around MJF’s
hand for the female version of Joey Ryan’s penis suplex. Then
Page rolls her up for the elimination. Cassidy finally gets in
for the lazy strikes (the fans approve) and a double chokeslam
pus the villains down.



That lets Cassidy go up….and fall off the top so MJF and Page
can pin him at the same time. The Invisible Man beats both of
them up until Lloyd gives him a piledriver…..which is illegal
in Louisiana so Lloyd is eliminated. Page and MJF double team
Webb for a double two count so they beat up referee Bryce
Remsburg. That results in a beating from Remsburg, who gets
sent outside.

Mikey Whipwreck is in at #22 (oh yeah this is a battle royal)
and beats the villains up until MJF elbows him in the face.
The  Whippersnapper  (Stunner)  sends  Page  into  a  spinning
faceplant from Webb for the pin and we’re down to….however
many are still in this thing. MJF shoves Mikey off the ropes
and hits a splash for the pin. A poke to the eye stuns Webb
and MJF throws him out….but the Invisible Man rolls MJF up for
the win at 39:38.

Rating: D. This right here? It was dumb. I get the idea of
having a bunch of people involved and all that jazz but my
goodness did this not hold my interest. I’m sure the live
crowd (plus a lot of alcohol) really enjoyed it but it was a
bunch of indy stars coming in, doing a little something and
then moving on. It’s also one of those battle royals where it
is virtually impossible to keep track of who is in there and
who  isn’t  as  people  will  stand  outside  for  such  long
stretches. These things can be fun, but this didn’t have any
big surprises or cool moments, leaving it as something that
just kept going.

Joey Janela vs. Great Sasuke

Penelope Ford, in a Mardi Gras mask, is here with Janela.
Sasuke comes to the ring with what looks like holy water to
bless fans. A quick takedown doesn’t get either of them very
far so they go to a grappling sequence with Janela twisting
the fingers around. Sasuke nips up though and sits in the
middle of the ring, which has Janela worried. Back up and
Sasuke…apparently hypnotizes Janela and then spins his hand



around, causing Janela to flip himself over.

Sasuke puts him in a chair at ringside and loads up a ladder,
only to be whipped into it instead. Back up and Sasuke sends
him flying off the top and onto the table for a nasty crash.
Sasuke brings it back inside and puts Janela on the ladder for
a missed Swanton, leaving Sasuke’s heck caught in said ladder.
Janela grabs an inflatable alligator to crush Sasuke before
loading up six chairs back to back.

With Janela going up top, Sasuke powerbombs him down onto the
chairs in one of those STOP DOING THAT bumps. Sasuke hits him
in the head with a door and then whips him through another in
the corner. They slug it out on the apron and there’s a Death
Valley  Driver  to  plant  Sasuke  (Janela:  “F***  YOU  JIM
CORNETTE!”). With Sasuke in a chair at ringside, Janela misses
a top rope flip dive, only hitting the chair instead.

Janela is laid on a table and a big running flip dive drives
him through it, which draws in Ford. A dance distracts Sasuke
and Janela grabs a figure four. Sasuke gets to the rope, which
rightly has commentary asking “IN THIS MATCH?” Janela misses a
moonsault  and  gets  laid  over  another  table  at  ringside,
allowing Sasuke to try and put a trashcan over himself and
climb up.

This proves rather difficult (as you might have guessed) so he
just throws it at Janela instead, setting up a Swanton onto
Janela onto the table for the huge crash. Back in and Janela
gets two (as Sasuke is mostly dead) but can’t believe the
kickout. A Michinoku Driver onto the side of the ladder gives
Janela two more, followed by a top rope double stomp onto a
chair onto Sasuke for the pin at 25:16.

Rating:  D+.  To  say  this  just  kept  going  would  be  an
understatement. It turned into little more than a hardcore
brawl and that isn’t the most thrilling thing to see. Sasuke
did a bunch of flips, but it didn’t exactly feel like a



special match. Chop this in half and have some more wrestling
and it’s much better, but it didn’t work for the most part,
mainly due to the length and feeling like an indy street
fight.

Post match Janela puts Sasuke over huge and thanks the fans,
talking about how he can’t believe all this happened. Sasuke
gets in a quick thank you of his own and they do a quick
karaoke version of It’s My Life by Bon Jovi (sure) to end the
show.

Overall Rating: C-. This is a show where it depends on your
viewing location. Watching this live in person would have been
a blast, though watching it back at home just doesn’t work so
well. The Quackenbush vs. Starr and PCO vs. Walter matches are
both good (the latter being very good) but the rest of the
show is mostly skippable. These shows would get better, but it
took some time to get the formula of “fun indy show” down. For
now, it isn’t quite working yet, but it could have been a lot
worse. Just kind of a not great show that went on too long.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/


Daily News Update – June 24,
2023
Make sure you check out some recent reviews:

Ring Of Honor – June 22, 2023

Smackdown – June 23, 2023

Rampage – June 23, 2023

 

WATCH: New Champions Crowned On SmackDown, Set Of Titles
Retired.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-new-champions-crow
ned-smackdown-set-titles-retired/

VIDEO: Injured SmackDown Star Returns Way Ahead Of Schedule.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/video-injured-smackdown-
star-returns-way-ahead-schedule/

He’s In: Former WWE Star Makes Surprise Return On AEW Rampage.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/hes-former-wwe-star-make
s-surprise-return-aew-rampage/

Yes Again: Several Changes Reportedly Made To This Week’s WWE
SmackDown.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/yes-several-changes-repo
rtedly-made-weeks-wwe-smackdown/
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He’s Not Great: AEW’s Bryan Danielson Reportedly Banged Up,
Wrestling Lighter Schedule.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/hes-not-great-aews-bryan
-danielson-reportedly-banged-wrestling-lighter-schedule/

Next In Line: WWE Has Discussed Sending This Star To NXT.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/next-line-wwe-discussed-
sending-star-nxt/

Call It A Tease? Missing AEW Star Says He Will Be Back And
Maybe Soon.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/call-tease-missing-aew-s
tar-says-will-back-maybe-soon/

Put It On: Surprising New Match Added To AEW/NJPW Forbidden
Door Card.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/put-surprising-new-match
-added-aew-njpw-forbidden-door-card/

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page.
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