
Dynamite  –  March  12,  2025:
After The Revolution
Dynamite
Date: March 12, 2025
Location: Save Mart Center, Fresno, California
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

We’re done with Revolution and Jon Moxley is still the World
Champion, having defeated both Cope and Christian Cage, the
latter of whom cashed in his contract for a title shot. Other
than that, Kenny Omega is the new International Champion,
having finally defeated Konosuke Takeshita. Let’s get to it.

Here is Revolution if you need a recap.

Here  is  Kenny  Omega,  fresh  off  winning  the  International
Title. Omega can’t believe he’s back here after the health
issues he was having, and now he has a singles title again. He
thanks Konosuke Takeshita for the match and is looking forward
to the start of the tournament to crown a new #1 contender to
his title. Omega hits the catchphrase and is out in a hurry.
As Omega is leaving, the Opps come out for their match and
have a bit of a staredown with Omega (as Katsuyori Shibata is
in the tournament), but everything is ok.

Opps vs. Vinny Pacifico/Eli Theseus/Gabriel Aeros

Joe hammers on Pacifico to start and it’s to Theseus, who gets
clotheslined in the corner by Hook. Shibata comes in to strike
away at Aeros in the corner, setting up the sleeper. The PK
finishes at 2:16. Another squash.

Ricochet is ready to win the tournament and offers Shibata the
chance to quit before their match at Collision.

Long recap of Revolution.
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Swerve Strickland is ready to challenge for the World Title at
Dynasty. Cope comes in to say that either he’s going to win
the title before Dynasty, or if Swerve wins at Dynasty, Cope
is coming for it. Works for Swerve.

Jon Moxley is annoyed at himself for not putting Cope away
earlier and he admires the toughness. Next week, they’ll have
a  street  fight  for  the  title,  which  is  fine  with  Moxley
because he won’t make the same mistake twice.

Hologram/Powerhouse Hobbs vs. Brian Cage/Dralistico

Harleygram is here with the good guys while the other team has
the Beast Mortos. Cage and Hobbs brawl on the floor to start
before  Dralistco  and  Hologram  trade  armdrags.  Dralistico
teases taking off the mask but hands it off to Cage instead.
Hologram slips out of a press slam but Cage pulls a dive out
of the air for a suplex (that was impressive). We take a break
and come back with Mortos stomping away on Hologram.

Cue Harleygram to swivel a bit, which gets Mortos’ attention.
Back in and Hologram takes Dralistico down, allowing Hobbs to
come in and clean house. Cage gets to trade the clotheslines
with Hobbs before the apron superplex connects. Dralistico
hits…something from the top for two but Hobbs is back up with
a spinebuster to Cage on the apron. Hologram uses Hobbs’ chest
as a launch pad before Hobbs spinebusters Dralistico out of
the air for the pin at 10:38.

Rating: B-. This was good enough with a nice mixture of some
people you don’t often see together. Hologram is more than
ready to do something else, as he has won everything he’s done
and needs to have some kind of a bigger story. Hobbs getting a
pin is good as well, as he still feels like someone who is
ready to become one of the breakout stars in AEW very soon.

Post match Mark Davis and Lance Archer come out to yell at
Cage.



The Hurt Syndicate is happy with their win and MVP wants them
to have some fun in southern California. They’ll be at the gym
instead.

We look at Toni Storm defeating Mariah May in the Hollywood
Ending match. It was bloody and violent and I can get why it
was a bit too much in some eyes, but I had fun with the whole
wacky thing.

Here is Toni Storm, saying she has staples in her head and
glass in her a**, this tramp is still the champ. The title
makes it all worth it though and now it is time to find new
challengers.  Fighting  with  her  is  like  going  to  the  zoo,
because she will bleed like a pig, lick you like a giraffe and
eat you like a lion. No one swings like her so it’s time to
get messy and sweaty. Cue Megan Bayne to jump Storm from
behind and pose.

International Title #1 Contenders Tournament First Round: The
Beast Mortos vs. ???

The surprise opponent is….the debuting Speedball Mike Bailey.
Ever the high flier and striker, Bailey flips away to start
and kicks Mortos down, with Mortos bailing out to the floor. A
running shoulder takes Bailey down but he’s back with some
chops. The big running flip dive drops Mortos again and we
take a break.

Back with Bailey hitting a running shooting star press for two
but the tornado kick misses. Bailey kicks him to the floor and
hits a triangle moonsault, followed by a powerbomb out of the
corner for two back inside. Mortos’ pop up Samoan drop gets
two and the super gorilla press gets the same. Bailey grabs a
hurricanrana  for  two  and  some  moonsault  knees  set  up  a
spinning kick to the face to pin Mortos at 10:55.

Rating: B-. I’m not a big Bailey fan but he’s tailor made for
AEW.  Between  the  flying  and  the  strikes  and  the  kind  of
awkward charisma, he is someone who will fit in perfectly well



around here. As usual, Mortos is the perfect choice to make
someone look good and that is exactly what he did here.

Christian Cage is annoyed at Renee Paquette asking about what
happened at Revolution because he is NOT talking to anyone
related  to  Jon  Moxley.  Cage  declares  himself  still  the
undisputed next World Champion and he was just relegating his
breathing before reversing the hold. Nick Wayne says Cage is
lying to himself and the team and owes them an apology. Cage
goes for Nick but Mother Wayne gets in the way. Cage threatens
to have her back at Waffle House before yelling at Nick,
telling him to keep riding his coattails or the next time they
have this conversation will be the last.

MJF did not want to talk after Revolution.

Here is MJF for a chat. He’s sore from Revolution and the
truth is he had that match won until Hangman Page gave him a
cheap shot (commentary remembers it differently). MJF isn’t
upset anymore, because he is 10x smarter than Page and all of
the fans. This thing with Page isn’t over…and here is MVP to
interrupt. They stare each other down and then have a big hug.

MVP met him eight years ago and was impressed because MJF once
volunteered to take him on a long drive for the price of
getting to pick his brain in the car. MVP is proud of him for
all of MJF’s accomplishments, but he isn’t impressed with what
happened to MJF on Sunday. Why isn’t MJF out here hurting
people? He has lost his edge and people in the back don’t fear
them.

They do fear the Hurt Syndicate so maybe MVP can help him
again. MVP offers him the business card but MJF declines it,
saying he’s not the young kid that he was eight years ago. MJF
doesn’t want or need MVP’s help, but MVP brings up that MJF
WAS the World Champion. Now MJF takes the card and seems to be
thinking about something.

Here is Max Caster for another open challenge.



Max Caster vs. Konosuke Takeshita

Caster thinks Takeshita is here to invite him into the Don
Callis Family. Takeshita knocks him silly, picks him up, and
hits Raging Fire for the pin at 1:29.

We look back at Chris Jericho attacking and unmasking Gravity
at Revolution.

Jericho holds up Gravity’s mask and says gravity has been
added to his feud with Bandido. Their family was terrified at
Revolution  and  now  it  is  time  that  people  stop  taking
advantage of Jericho. This was serious Jericho again and it’s
a nice relief after the goofiness has been going on for so
long.

Penelope Ford vs. Willow Nightingale

Nightingale  slams  her  down  to  start  and  they  take  turns
sending the other into the corner. A suplex gets two on Ford
but she sends Nightingale throat first into the ropes. We take
a break and come back with Nightingale making the clothesline
comeback. A spinebuster gives Nightingale two and the Gory
Special goes on, with Ford biting her way out. They trade
kicks to the face and Ford hits a Stunner, only to get Pounced
for the pin at 8:39.

Rating: C+. I want to be able to buy into Ford but it isn’t
going to matter if she never wins anything important. That has
been the case for a long time and this is the latest loss in a
long series of them. That being said, it is nice to see
Nightingale  get  a  win,  which  doesn’t  happen  often  enough
either. She needs something to do, and I’m not sure what that
is going to be at the moment.

Post  match  Ford  chairs  Nightingale  down  so  here  is  Kris
Statlander for the save. Then Megan Bayne takes both of them
down.



Mercedes Mone’s throat is messed up so Renee Paquette has to
do Mone’s catchphrase. Billie Starkz comes in to say she wants
a TBS Title shot. Mone laughs it off but gives her the match
for next week.

Here is Will Ospreay for a chat. He’s banged up but happy to
have gotten out of the cage match with Kyle Fletcher alive.
Ospreay is in a bit of trouble with his wife because he lied
to her, saying he wouldn’t do anything stupid off the cage.
Then he forgot there was a guy in a green shirt filming him
and after the match there were fifteen missed calls from the
wife.

They finally talked and she was livid…but she made him a nice
dinner anyway. Now Ospreay wants some gold around his waist in
the form of the World Title. Ospreay looks at the All In Texas
banner, so he’s in the Owen Hart Tournament. He’s ready to
face Cope, Swerve or Moxley, whomever is waiting for him at
All In. Simple and to the point here and the story about his
wife was funny.

Jay White would love to face Will Ospreay again but he gets
asked about hitting Cope with the briefcase. White to Renee
Paquette: “Are you asking or accusing?” White goes on a rant
about  the  Death  Riders  and  says  he  wants  to  be  the  #1
contender.

Hangman Page runs into MJF and says he doesn’t believe MJF was
going to light him on fire. MJF says they’re now 1-1 and MJF
is going to go on to become a two time World Champion, while
Page will fall on his face as he always does. The people will
get tired of Page failing to win the big one (ignoring the one
he’s already won I guess) while MJF will be World Champion
over and over. So he’s admitting he’ll lose a lot?

International  Title  #1  Contenders  Tournament  First  Round:
Hechicero vs. Orange Cassidy

Hechicero blocks the hands from going into the pockets but



Cassidy walks the rope and gets his hand into his pocket. Then
Hechicero just pulls him down, showing it was quite the waste
of time. Cassidy slowly runs the ropes and falls to the mat
before nipping up as we take a break.

Back with Hechicero choking over the ropes and then tying the
leg up in the same ropes. Cassidy’s leg is fine enough to come
back with a high crossbody but gets caught in a swinging
hammerlock backbreaker for two. The Stundog Millionaire and
the spinning DDT get Cassidy out of trouble but his knee is
banged up. Cassidy’s lazy top rope elbow is almost countered
into a cross armbreaker before Hechicero grabs the Rings Of
Saturn. Cassidy makes the ropes and grabs the Mousetrap for
the pin at 10:07.

Rating: B-. This felt like Hechicero was far in advance but
got caught at the end for the sake of putting Cassidy in the
four way final. Hechicero continues to be someone who can do
some rather awesome things in the ring, but at the same time
it  doesn’t  matter  as  much  if  he  keeps  losing  in  bigger
matches. Either way, nice main event here, even if it only has
so much in the way of stakes.

Mike Bailey comes out for the staredown with Cassidy to end
the show.

Overall Rating: B-. They definitely took their foot off the
gas a bit here and that’s not a bad thing. Revolution was such
a big show that it is time to let things breathe a bit here.
They did set some things up for Dynasty, which is coming up
rather quickly. It wasn’t a bad show, but it did feel less
important than some of what they have been doing lately. That
has to be the case at some point though and this was still a
good show.

Results
Opps b. Vinny Pacifico/Eli Theseus/Gabriel Aeros – PK to Aeros
Hologram/Powerhouse  Hobbs  b.  Brian  Cage/Dralistico  –



Spinebuster  to  Dralistico
Mike Bailey b. The Beast Mortos – Crescent Kick
Konosuke Takeshita b. Max Caster – Raging Fire
Willow Nightingale b. Penelope Ford – Pounce
Orange Cassidy b. Hechicero – Mousetrap

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

 

Evolve  –  March  12,  2025:
Settling In
Evolve
Date: March 12, 2025
Location: WWE Performance Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Peter Rosenberg, Robert Stone

We’re back with the second episode after last week’s premiere
and that could make for something interesting. Last week’s
show  was  more  about  getting  to  know  some  people  and  the
concept of the show so maybe that is what we will be seeing
more of here. The point is getting these people in the ring in
front of a camera so there can only be so many expectations.
Let’s get to it.
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Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Stevie Turner hypes up the main event of Oro Mensah vs. Riley
Osborne, both of whom are now part of the Evolve roster. We
get a tease of some surprises as well.

It’s  Gal,  Kendal  Grey  and  Carlee  Bright  are  in  the  VIP
section.

We  meet  Harlem  Lewis,  who  grew  up  fighting  and  played
football.  He  can’t  stand  soft  and  lazy  people.

Braxton Cole went to Brown University and played football,
then he tried out for WWE. His mind sets him apart from the
rest.

Harlem Lewis vs. Braxton Cole

Lewis hits a clothesline to start and gorilla presses Cole
before  shouting  about  getting  paid  to  beat  Cole  up.  A
powerslam  finishes  Cole  at  1:15.  Total  destruction.

Post match Lewis says no one can beat him. Cue Keanu Carver
for a showdown but It’s Gal (pronounced Gaul) to say he is the
human action figure and he’ll be facing Carver next week.
Carver wants to do it now so ring the bell.

It’s Gal vs. Keanu Carver

Carver drives him into the corner to start, setting up a heck
of a fall away slam. A pop up faceplant and the Sky High
finish Gal at 1:25.

Kylie  Rae  is  all  about  positive  energy  and  has  watched
wrestling  for  a  long  time.  She’s  really,  really,  really
excited to be here.

Carlee Bright wants to see the competition. Kendal Grey says
there is no competition for her around here. Bright: “You mean

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2025/03/06/evolve-march-5-2025-series-premiere-the-new-form/


how good we are right?” Cue Zayda Steel to ask why she doesn’t
have a match.

Zara Zakher is the petite powerhouse but she has overcome the
odds her entire life. She has a background as a gymnast and
did some things on TV, which is where she got her nickname.

Kylie Rae vs. Zara Zakher

We get a tentative handshake to start before Zara pulls her
into a quickly broken headscissors. Some rollups give Rae two
and she grabs a crossface, sending Zara straight to the ropes.
Back up and Zara backs her into the ropes before hitting a
clothesline in the corner. Rae is back with a running shot in
the corner, setting up a cannonball for two.

The chinlock goes on as Zayda Steel is yelling about she
should be in the ring right now. Zara fights up and hits a
spinebuster for two, followed by a jumping knee. One fan: “BOO
THIS WOMAN!” And the fans do so, though I’m not sure who
they’re talking about. Rae still can’t keep the crossface on
so she superkicks Zara for two, only to get rolled up for the
pin at 5:15.

Rating: C+. Rae is someone who feels like she should have been
a star a long time ago but there have been some issues holding
her back. It’s nice to see her getting a chance in WWE, even
at the bottom level, but she’s got a long way to go. Zara was
fine enough out there but you can only get so much out of
someone in a five minute debut.

Post match Zara says that was an upset but it won’t be next
time. She shakes Rae’s hand and Rae seems touched but Zayda
Steel isn’t happy. Cue Wendy Choo to hand Rae a bear with a
note, which we can’t read.

Aria Bennett is a mother who has overcome a lot of obstacles
with a gymnastics background.



Wendy Choo vs. Aria Bennett

Choo takes her to the match to start as the fans chant DON’T
DIE. Bennett backflips over Choo out of the corner and walks
on her hands, only for Choo to hit a spear to the back. Fans:
“YOU DIED!” A neck crank sets up a handspring elbow in the
corner  to  Choo,  who  hits  a  boot  to  the  face.  Bennett’s
forearms and enziguri don’t do much as Choo gives her a full
nelson slam. Choo chokes her out for the win at 2:07. Bennett
is very athletic and did some cool stuff but it wasn’t going
to get her very far here.

Post match Choo puts a blanket over her.

Brinley  Reece  congratulates  Carlee  Bright  and  Kendal  Grey
about their win last week but Grey is only so impressed.

We  get  a  sitdown  interview  with  Javier  Bernal  and  Luca
Crusifino, who got into it last week. Bernal has no problem
with the D’Angelo Family and just wants a new start around
here. Crusifino wasn’t impressed but how can Bernal get a
chance when he’s already been written off? Crusifino wasn’t
talking about him last week though because he doesn’t think
about Bernal.

The reality is Bernal takes himself out so Crusifino doesn’t
need to do it. Bernal needs to back up his words so he
challenges  Crusifino  for  next  week.  That’s  fine  with
Crusifino,  but  remember  that  Bernal  asked  for  this.  Nice
segment here, as it explained who these people are and gave
them a reason to fight.

Video on WWE ID.

Jack Cartwheel, Sean Legacy and Cappuccino Jones are in the
VIP section. Kali Armstrong comes in to ask what they’re doing
here and then leaves.

Oro Mensah vs. Riley Osborne



Mensah gets in a hiptoss to start and yells a lot as they’re
starting slowly. They go with the grappling on the mat before
Mensah avoids an armdrag and gets two off a rollup. Osborne
rolls him up for two more and Mensah is a bit surprised. They
trade  shoves  until  Mensah  snaps  off  an  anklescissors  but
Osborne hits a nice dropkick. Mensah kicks him to the floor
and we take a break, coming back with Mensah dropping him for
two more.

Osborne  jawbreaks  his  way  out  of  a  chinlock  but  Mensah
suplexes him right back down. A rolling hurricanrana gives
Osborne  two  but  Mensah  dragon  suplexes  him  for  the  same.
Mensah gets sent outside for a big dive, with Stone saying he
could do all of that stuff. Back in and Osborne gets two off a
Michinoku Driver so Mensah takes his leg out. Osborne gets
planted for two more before coming back to win a strike off.
Mensah catches him on top with a flipping kick to the face
before a rolling kick to the head finishes Osborne at 8:49.

Rating: C+. This got some time and you can definitely tell
that the two of them are more experienced than most of the
people on the show. They are capable of going out there and
having a much more complete, thought out match and that’s what
they did here. Either of these two could be put on NXT and do
just fine, which makes them a good choice to be in this spot
on the show.

Post  match  Mensah  poses  but  Swipe  Right  runs  through  the
curtain. The camera goes backstage to see Gallus breaking a
bunch of stuff to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Odds are this is going to be more what the
show is like week to week and that’s not a bad thing. This
show featured a bunch of people and let us know something
about them before putting them in the ring. Throw in setting
up some things for the upcoming weeks and this was a fine
show, even with the talent being as low level as you can get
while still being in WWE.



Results
Harlem Lewis b. Braxton Cole – Powerslam
Keanu Carver b. It’s Gal – Sky High
Zara Zakher b. Kylie Rae – Rollup
Wendy Choo b. Aria Bennett – Choke
Oro Mensah b. Riley Osborne – Rolling kick to the head

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

 

WWE  Vault  Dark  Match
Collection: Eh
Dark Matches
Commentators: Tazz, Joey Styles

So this is exactly what it is described as from the WWE Vault:
a 35 minute collection of dark matches from over the years. To
the best of my knowledge, there is no commentary or anything
other than the action itself, which means I’m going to be VERY
limited in what I can do with some of this stuff. Still
though, it’s exactly the kind of fun content that you do not
get elsewhere so let’s get to it.

Note that most of the dates and locations are from what I can
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find elsewhere and putting some pieces together so they might
not be entirely perfect.

From Montreal, Quebec, Canada, July 7, 2003 before Monday
Night Raw.

Pierre Carl Oulette vs. El Tornado

Oulette powers him down to start and hits an early backdrop
with Tornado (who was still wrestling in 2024 but pretty much
never left Canada) bailing to the floor. A neck snap across
the top rope staggers Oulette but he comes out of the corner
with a heck of a clothesline.

The big running flip dive to the floor misses (OUCH) and
Tornado takes him back inside for a quickly broken chinlock.
Oulette hits a chokeslam and sitout pumphandle slam but a
bulldog out of the corner is broken up. Tornado rolls him up
for two but gets caught on top, with Oulette hitting a t-bone
superplex (you don’t see that very often). The Cannonball
(Swanton) finishes Tornado at 4:46.

Rating: C+. This was likely either a tryout match for Oulette
or just an appeal to the local fans and I’ve seen far worse.
Oulette is a guy with some size who can do some crazy stuff in
the ring and he had it on display here. Good stuff with
Tornado being serviceable enough, but this was pretty much all
about Oulette, as it should have been.

From New York City, New York, August 7, 2000 before Monday
Night Raw.

Mean Street Posse vs. Low Ki/Vince Goodnight

Goodnight is an east coast guy who mostly retired in 2001 but
keeps coming back every six or seven years for a few matches.
The Posse jumps them to start and get sent outside, where Low
Ki is right there for a huge twisting flip dive. Back in and
Goodnight gets whipped into Ki to knock him off the apron,



where Gas gives him a World’s Strongest Slam on the floor.

Back in and Rodney hammers away in the corner, followed by Gas
hitting a spinning slam to drop him again. A Hennig necksnap
keeps Ki in trouble and the Posse gets to stomp away. Gas
chokes in the corner as Ki gets beaten up even more. Ki
finally avoids a charge and hits a superkick, allowing the tag
off to Goodnight. Everything breaks down and Ki just unloads
with about twelve straight kicks to Rodney’s face. Gas hits
the Gas Mask (a reverse full nelson sitout powerbomb, actually
not a bad move) to pin Goodnight at 4:45 (while Rodney hits a
pretty random Blockbuster on Ki).

Rating:  D+.  To  call  this  a  total  mess  would  be  an
understatement,  as  you  had  Ki  with  his  martial  arts  and
flipping style being about ten years ahead of its time and
Goodnight just being a guy with long hair. At the same time
though, the Posse was just not good enough to be at this level
and it was showing more and more every time they were in the
ring. It was fun to have them as Shane McMahon’s bodyguards
and lackeys, but having them try to do actual matches was just
bad. Ki stood out the most of course, but that shouldn’t be
anything close to a surprise.

From New York City, New York, August 1, 2006 before ECW On Sci
Fi

FBI vs. Paul London/Brian Kendrick

London and Kendrick’s Smackdown Tag Team Titles aren’t on the
line.  This  is  from  the  Hammerstein  Ballroom  and  for  some
reason Joey Styles and Tazz are doing commentary (I wonder if
this was meant to be a DVD extra or something). Guido (whose
trunks say Nunzio), who is very taped up, shakes hands with
Kendrick to start things off before getting armdragged down a
few times.

They go to the mat to no avail and that’s a standoff. Mamaluke
comes in and London stomps on his arm, with Kendrick adding an



elbow to said arm. London and Kendrick take turns on the arm
as we settle down to a pretty basic style. Guido comes back in
and gets dropped by a springboard high crossbody, followed by
double  dropkicks.  We  get  what  seems  to  be  some
miscommunication as everything breaks down and London slugs it
out with Mamaluke on the floor.

Guido chinlocks Kendrick back inside, which seems like a way
to get things back under control (as you’re supposed to do).
Mamaluke grabs a short armscissors on Kendrick before Guido
knees him in the head for two. Kendrick finally rolls away
from a charge and hands it back to London to pick up the pace.
The dropsault hits Guido and Mamaluke has to make the save.

Mamaluke seems to screw something up by kicking Kendrick in
the face, setting up a flip dive from the apron. London’s big
running flip dive COMPLETELY misses and he lands hard on the
floor (Kendrick DIVES on him to make sure he’s ok) and we’re
clipped  to  London  being  back  inside  and  Kendrick  hitting
Sliced Bread #2, setting up a step up shooting star press to
give London the pin on Guido at 9:56 shown.

Rating: C. This was a weird match with the commentary pausing
at random moments and a bit less of an over the top style from
Styles. That being said, it wasn’t a bad match as you had two
teams who can work a pretty fast paced style. That crash
landing from London was terrible and there were some other
botched, but it was a match that got some time and could have
been better with a few less mistakes.

From  Memphis,  Tennessee,  September  18,  2001  before  Monday
Night Raw.

Kid Kash vs. Justin Credible

It’s rare to see two names against each other, even in an ECW
reunion. Feeling out process to start until Kash snaps off a
headscissors to send Credible outside. A twisting dive takes
Credible down again and it’s weird to be stuck on the hard cam



shot rather than going down to see them on the floor. Back in
and Credible hits his running spinning DDT, allowing him to do
his signature thing of yelling at the crowd.

Credible stomps and chokes away before grabbing the chinlock
as fans are filing in and trying to find their seats. That’s
broken up and Kash knocks him down before being kicked into
the corner, only to come down head first with a low blow
(Sting approves). Kash is back up with his own spinning DDT
for two, followed by a rather crazy spinning hurricanrana from
the top. Credible sidesteps a moonsault though and hits a
superkick (not bad either) for the pin at 5:55.

Rating: C. I’ve never gotten the appeal of Credible and that
was on full display here. There is nothing about him that
makes him stand out and having him yell at the crowd over and
over isn’t the best way to go. Kash was doing his usual flippy
stuff and it worked well enough, but getting over Credible is
a heck of a task to pull off.

From Richmond, Virginia, April 28, 1998 before Monday Night
Raw.

Steve Williams vs. Scorpio

This could be interesting. Williams shoves him down without
much trouble to start (shocking I know) and then wrestles him
down, with Scorpio bailing over to the ropes. Back up and
Williams slowly hammers away but does stop to block a hiptoss
attempt. Scorpio gets caught in a gorilla press (and looks
terrified) and sent outside as this is domination so far. Back
in and Scorpio gets in a few shots but Williams calmly punches
him out of the air in a so simple it’s awesome counter.

The seated crossarm choke goes on for a good while but Scorpio
finally gets out and chops away. A knee lift sends Williams
into the corner and he misses a charge, allowing Scorpio to
get a belly to back suplex. Scorpio hits a top rope forearm to
the head for two and a running spinning kick gets the same. A



handspring clothesline in the corner drops Williams but he’s
back  up  to  pull  a  moonsault  out  of  the  air.  Williams’
powerslam gets two but Scorpio flips onto him for two of his
own.  Williams  hits  a  spinebuster  and  some  three  point
shoulders, followed by a belly to back suplex for the pin at
9:17.

Rating:  C-.  This  was  ok  but  it  went  on  far  too  long.
Eventually Williams looked like he was running out of things
to do. It didn’t help that Scorpio was mostly beaten up for
such a long stretch as it turned into waiting for the match to
end already. Nothing much to see here, which is a shame as the
talent involved could have made it good.

Overall Rating: C. Maybe it was due to having fun with the
squash match collection, but this was pretty disappointing.
Not only was there nothing overly notable, but none of the
matches were anything worth seeing. There are some good dark
matches out there, but this was just a bunch of random stuff
and it was only so interesting. I’m not sure what they were
going for here but it didn’t quite hit.
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Impact Wrestling – March 6,
2025: Showdown Imminent
Impact Wrestling
Date: March 6, 2025
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

We’re coming up on Sacrifice and perhaps the biggest story is
the invasion/crossover from NXT. There are a variety of stars
coming in from the other promotion and getting involved in
some high profile stories around here. That should make for
some interesting situations and more of them can take place
this week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap, including some clips of TNA stars in NXT.

Elijah vs. Brian Myers

Alisha Edwards is here with Myers. Elijah jumps him to start
and they go to the floor in a hurry. Some rams into the apron
have Myers in more trouble and a running hip attack makes it
even worse. Alisha’s distraction lets Myers grab a belly to
back suplex though and she gets in a neck snap across the
middle rope too. The chinlock is broken up rather quickly and
Elijah hits a running knee. The implant DDT gives Myers two
more so here is Eddie Edwards for a distraction. Elijah sends
them  together  though  and  grabs  the  Highwayman’s  Farewell
(Tombstone) for the pin at 5:46.

Rating: C+. Myers is a great choice for someone to make Elijah
look good since Elijah is still new around here. That is what
we had here, as Elijah is already looking like a player. I’m
not sure how far he is going to go, but at least he is off to
a nice start by surviving three members of the System at once.
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Post match the System comes in for the beatdown but Joe Hendry
makes the save with his guitar.

Ace Austin and the Rascalz are ready for the Northern Armory
tonight. They might not have the best history but their future
is looking good.

It’s  time  for  the  First  Class  Penthouse  and  they  have  a
special guest in the prizefighter: KO! As in KC Navarro! Cue
Steve Maclin to tell them to shut up, with AJ Francis saying
they can fight in thirty minutes.

Savannah Evans vs. Xia Brookside

Brookside strikes away to start and gets nowhere, instead
getting smart by kicking out the leg. Rosemary is watching
from the rafters as Evans takes over. Brookside gets sent hard
into  the  corner  and  the  chinlock  goes  on.  Back  up  and
Brookside  sends  her  into  the  corner,  setting  up  a  high
crossbody for two. Evans misses a charge into the corner and
bangs up her knee, which has Brookside talking to the referee.
The distraction lets Evans hit a hard clothesline to the back
of the head for the pin at 5:15.

Rating: C. Evans is a powerhouse but she’s not a particularly
interesting powerhouse. She’s just kind of there and there
isn’t much for her to do at the moment so soon after losing to
Masha Slamovich. Brookside is rather perky and can do some
nice things in the ring, but it isn’t going to matter if she
keeps losing like this.

Spitfire has given By Elegance a makeover, which isn’t to
their liking. Don’t worry though as Spitfire has the perfect
travel  meals  for  them,  which  doesn’t  sit  well  with  By
Elegance. The Personal Concierge watching from the distance in
tears is a great touch.

John Skyler vs. Mike Santana



Jason Hotch is here with Skyler, who says he is here on behalf
of Mustafa Ali. Skyler hammers away to start but is quickly
caught in Three Amigos. A Cannonball into a sitout powerbomb
finishes for Santana at 1:31.

Post match Hotch tries to come in but gets caught with Spin
The Block. Mustafa Ali pops up on screen and says that Santana
has been randomly selected for a urine test. I think you know
where this one is going.

AJ Francis vs. Steve Maclin

KC Navarro is here with Francis. Maclin wastes no time by
hammering away in the corner but Francis is too big for the
Angle Slam. Instead Maclin goes up but Navarro’s distraction
lets Francis slam him off the top. A running knee in the
corner rocks Maclin again, only for him to tie Francis in the
Tree Of Woe. The running spear gets two, as does Francis’
spear. Cue the Northern Armory as Maclin sends him outside for
a  Scud.  Back  in  and  Navarro  offers  another  distraction,
allowing Francis to hit a rather big Down Payment for the win
at 4:13.

Rating: C. Well they certainly didn’t have Maclin go down
easily as it took four people to put him away. That’s what it
should be with Maclin against someone on Francis’ level and it
made for a good enough story. I’m not sure what First Class is
doing, but Eric Young and company against Maclin is only so
interesting.

Earlier this week, Ryan Nemeth said he was going to be on Joe
Hendry’s team at Sacrifice but Matt Hardy called Nic Nemeth to
say not so fast. Ryan got annoyed and left.

Steve Maclin yells at Eric Young, who says they’re doing this
for Maclin. Good grief enough of this Eric Young philosophical
stuff. Maclin storms off and runs into Frankie Kazarian, who
is enjoying what is happening to Maclin lately.



We look at the Hardys vs. Fraxiom being set up on NXT for NXT.

Also on NXT, Moose said his match with Oba Femi next week at
NXT will be the biggest match of his career.

Here is NXT Champion Oba Femi for a face to face chat with
Moose, with the System and a bunch of security. Femi wants to
know what is up with the security, but he also wonders why
Moose waited so long to come see him. Moose says he was just
waiting for the right time to cross the line. Femi praises
Moose, who agrees with what Femi says. Femi is ready to fight
so JDC tells the security that the first person to jump Femi
is in the System. The entire team jumps him at once so Femi
clears them out, only to get speared by Moose. This is going
to be two big men hitting each other really hard and it should
be a great time.

Fraxiom is ready to prove themselves to the Hardys.

Northern Armory vs. Ace Austin/Rascalz

Austin takes Icarus down to start and hits a quick spinning
middle rope crossbody for an early two. Williams comes in as
commentary recaps how the Northern Armory got here. Miguel
comes in and the Rascalz hit stereo suicide dives but Icarus
grabs Wentz’s leg, allowing Young to get in a cheap shot.
Wentz fights up but his partners are pulled to the floor to
keep him in trouble.

As you might have expected, the comeback doesn’t take long and
it’s back to Austin to pick up the pace. Young slams Austin
down but misses a moonsault (because Eric Young can now do
moonsaults), allowing Miguel to come in and clean house. The
Rascalz  start  using  some  Motor  City  Machine  Guns  double
teaming until Young manages a Death Valley Driver. Cue Wes Lee
and company for a distraction though, allowing Young to hit a
piledriver on Wentz for the pin at 9:46.

Rating: B-. Perfectly fine six man tag here with the Northern



Armory getting built up a bit with Young vs. Steve Maclin
likely on the horizon. The match was mostly action based and
the interference at the end made sense and protected the good
guys in the loss. That’s a nice way to go and it’s nice to see
a perfectly well put together match like this one.

Mike Santana yells at Santino Marella about having to take a
urine test. At the same time, Tasha Steelz yells about Mustafa
Ali’s coffee not being right. The payoff here is so obvious
that Santana smiles at the camera.

Spitfire tortures By Elegance in a training session but the
Personal Concierge, disguised as a janitor, makes the save.

Here is Masha Slamovich for a chat. She’s ready to go to war
with Cora Jade at Sacrifice so cue Jade to say she’ll win.
Slamovich  mocks  her  but  here  is  Tessa  Blanchard  to  jump
Slamovich from behind. Lei Ying Lee makes the save.

Mustafa  Ali  is  told  that  Mike  Santana  passed  his  drug
test….but  his  coffee  is  terrible.  Comedy  ensues.

Ryan  Nemeth  says  that  Nic  Nemeth  will  still  be  back  at
Sacrifice.

Here’s what’s coming next week.

Hardys vs. Colons

Non-title. Matt backs Orlando into the corner to start and
works on the arm before it’s already off to Jeff. We take an
early break and come back with Matt missing a charge into the
corner. Orlando comes back in and drops Matt for two, setting
up a legsweep for two. Eddie works on the arm but gets sent
into the corner, allowing the tag off to Jeff. Everything
breaks down and the Plot Twist connects…but the System runs in
to jump the Hardys for the DQ at 4:49.

Rating: C. There wasn’t much to this one as it was more about
the angle at the end rather than the match. That’s a fine way



to go, as the ten man tag very well might be headlining
Sacrifice at this rate. At the same time, the Colons are the
latest definition of “I guess they’re here too”, which isn’t
exactly glowing praise. There isn’t much for them to do other
than put over better teams, but it’s also not exactly fun to
see them show up.

Post match the beatdown is on but Elijah, Joe Hendry and Leon
Slater make the save. Santino Marella comes out to make the
ten man tag match a cage match as well. That’s going to be
crowded.

Overall Rating: C+. This felt like a bit of a step back from
recent weeks without much worth seeing. The best match was
just  pretty  good  and  the  Santana/Ali  angle  felt  like  bad
comedy with a payoff so obvious that they were practically
winking at the camera. They did add some stuff to the pay per
view and built things up a bit, but it’s not a show you need
to see in the slightest.

Results
Elijah b. Brian Myers – Highwayman’s Farewell
Savannah Evans b. Xia Brookside – Clothesline to the back of
the head
Mike Santana b. John Skyler – Sitout powerbomb
AJ Francis b. Steve Maclin – Down Payment
Northern Armory b. Ace Austin/Rascalz – Piledriver to Wentz
Hardys b. Colons via DQ when the System interfered
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NXT  –  March  11,  2025
(Roadblock):  This  Was
Excellent
NXT
Date: March 11, 2025
Location: Theater At Madison Square Garden, New York City, New
York
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Corey Graves, Booker T.

It’s another special show with Roadblock, which seems to be
the last major event before Stand & Deliver. In this case we
have a bunch of champion vs. champion matches, including some
involving guest stars from TNA. That should make for a major
night and we are on the way to the biggest show of the year.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

TNA Tag Team Titles: Hardys vs. Fraxiom

Only  the  Hardys  are  defending.  Matt  sends  Axiom  into  the
corner to start and pulls him back into a sitout powerbomb for
an early two. A jawbreaker into a clothesline gives Matt two
and the headlock goes on. Everything breaks down and Fraser
hits a dive, followed by another from Axiom as we take an
early break.

Back with Jeff coming in to clean house but having to counter
a cross armbreaker. The Side Effect plants Fraser on the floor
and the Plot Twist gets two on Fraser. The Twist Of Fate is
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broken  up  though  so  it’s  the  super  Spanish  Fly  into  the
Phoenix splash. Matt breaks it up and the Whisper In The Wind
hits Fraxiom. A Twist Of Fate gets two on Fraser and Axiom’s
top rope knee accidentally takes him out. The Swanton retains
the titles at 12:12.

Rating: B. The fans were into this one, though it was a bit of
a weird thing to see the rather red hot NXT champions lose to
the  Hardys.  Yes  they’re  legends,  but  does  that  mean  they
should be going over the current big team? The action was
rather good though, as the Hardys can still work well when
they are in there with the right opponents, just like here.

Mickie James gives Jaida Parker a pep talk before her eventual
title match, hinting that it might take place at Stand &
Deliver.

Stacks apologizes to Tony D’Angelo for costing him the North
American  Title  last  week  but  D’Angelo  says  it  wasn’t  his
fault. On top of that, Stacks has set up a six person tag next
week, with D’Angelo eventually giving it his blessing.

Roxanne Perez vs. Jordynne Grace

A chase doesn’t go well for Perez to start as Grace is right
there to hammer away. Back up and Perez gets in a cheap shot,
setting up a Russian legsweep for two. It’s time to work on
the leg but Grace pulls her into a rear naked choke. Perez
goes after the leg to escape and wraps it around a post in the
corner as we take a break.

Back with Grace sending her flying but the knee gives out
again. Grace slams her down a few times but Perez goes right
back to the leg in a smart move. A rollup is reversed into a
sitout powerbomb for two on Perez but she flips out of a Death
Valley Driver and hits a superkick. The frog splash gets two
and Perez grabs a crossface while cranking on the leg at the
same time. Pop Rox is countered and Grace Death Valley Drivers
her into the Juggernaut Driver for the pin at 11:27.



Rating: B-. It feels like we’re seeing Perez getting cleared
out of NXT as she is moving up to the main roster. That would
be a good way to go as there is nothing left for Perez to do
here,  but  what  matters  seems  to  be  Grace’s  push,  as  she
appears to be the future. That’s hardly a bad idea as Grace
has hit the ground running, and Perez is helping to make her
into a star.

Oba  Femi  runs  into  the  Undertaker,  who  says  he  has  been
watching him for awhile (hopefully he means Femi in the ring
and not like, as he was getting dressed). Undertaker has been
impressed and this match is important, so go out there and
defend your yard.

Trick Williams is training for NXT Underground because it’s
time for him to be back on top where he belongs.

NXT Title: Moose vs. Oba Femi

Femi is defending and Moose’s TNA X-Division Title isn’t on
the line. They take their time to start and lock up against
the ropes until Femi chops away. Femi runs him over but Moose
is waiting on him with a clothesline to the floor. One heck of
a chokeslam sends Moose onto the apron and we take a break.

Back with Femi fighting out of a chinlock and sending Moose
outside again. Moose gets in a whip into the steps and a pump
kick connects back inside. Moose’s top rope spinning shot is
uppercut out of the air for two and Femi gets the same off an
AA. Femi goes up but gets superplexed down, only to pop back
up with a regular suplex.

A powerbomb gives Moose two so Femi gives him a gorilla press
over the top to the floor. Back in and they slug it out before
a Cactus Clothesline takes them outside again. This time Moose
posts him and hits a Rock Bottom through the announcers’ table
as the fans have to be muted. Moose’s spear gets two so he
tries it again, only to get countered into the Fall From Grace
to retain the title at 13:36.



Rating: B+. This was two big guys beating the fire out of each
other until one of them couldn’t get up. That’s what this
needed to be and it was a heck of a hoss fight and that’s what
it needed to be. The match was billed as something close to
King Kong vs. Godzilla and dang they got close. I had a great
time with this and they beat each other up really well, with
Femi looking like a star again.

Zaria takes Sol Ruca to a rage room to burn off some steam.

Fatal Influence still wants Fallon Henley to get a rematch for
the  Women’s  North  American  Title.  Ricky  Starks  interrupts
again and asks Ava for a match with Ridge Holland. It’s on for
next week but Ethan Page comes in to say NXT doesn’t like
outsiders.

Ethan Page vs. Je’Von Evans

Street fight and Page kicks him in the face at the bell. They
fight to the floor where Evans hits a dive and punches Page in
the face a few times. A chair shot misses for Evans but a
second connects back inside. A table is set up on the floor
and the fans approve. Evans slams him onto the chair for two
but gets planted onto the chair as well as we take a break.

Back with Page punching a springboard dive out of the way,
setting up the Ego’s Edge for two. Evans fights up and slugs
away before sending him knees first into the steps. Back in
and Evans kicks a chair into his face, setting up the running
cutter over the top and through the table. One heck of a no
hands dive sends Page onto the announcers’ table, followed by
the twisting top rope splash for two. A Pillmanizing on the
neck is blocked so Evans hits an RKO onto the chair. The
springboard cutter onto the chair finishes Page at 14:45.

Rating: B. That was the best Evans has ever looked and that’s
because he came off like he wanted to beat the fire out of
Page and get his revenge. Page was right there with him with
the violence and that made for a good brawl. What matters the



most  is  Evans  getting  the  biggest  win  of  his  career  and
looking serious in the process, which is what they pulled off.

Post match the lights go out and the four men are back for a
toss powerbomb to Evans.

Shawn Spears’ group, now called the Culling, talks about how
they are here to purge the weak. Shawn Spears says next week,
they take the D’Angelo Family’s heart.

Eddy Thorpe is in the crowd and promises to take out Trick
Williams next week. Cue Williams for the brawl, with the fans
rather approving.

Here’s what’s coming next week.

Women’s  Title/Women’s  North  American  Title:  Giulia  vs.
Stephanie Vaquer

Title for title. They trade early counters and wind up looking
over their shoulders for a unique standoff. Giulia bounces off
the  ropes  into  a  rollup  before  they  fight  over  leglocks.
Neither can get very far so they roll outside for a slugout
before Giulia comes back in with a missile dropkick. Vaquer
knocks her to the floor though and that means a springboard
dive as we take a break.

Back with Vaquer hitting Eat Defeat, setting up the running
knees in the corner. The figure four faceplants keep Giulia in
trouble  but  she  catches  Vaquer  on  top  with  a  butterfly
superplex. Giulia’s spinning sitout powerslam gets two but
Vaquer gets in a dragon screw legwhip out of the corner. The
SVB  gets  two  so  Vaquer  goes  up,  only  for  her  twisting
moonsault to land in the Rings Of Saturn. Giulia’s running
knee gets two but Vaquer hits a superkick. Back to back SVB’s
make Vaquer a double champion at 11:23.

Rating: B. Somehow that might be a bit of a disappointment, as
it could have been an epic fight and instead it was just a



good, back and forth match. The best part is it could have
gone either way and that left some interesting chances for
drama in the end. Vaquer has impressed me more since the two
of them debuted so this is a nice thing to see. There is a
good chance that we’ll see the North American Title vacated
but we’ll get to that when we get there. Good win for Vaquer
here though, as she gets her even bigger push.

Confetti falls as Vaquer celebrates to end the show.

Overall Rating: A. Well that worked. This was an absolutely
awesome show with the worst match being more than good enough
to get by. You do not get this kind of content on most pay per
views and they made it work this well as a free special. It’s
definitely worth a look with some nice variety and a bunch of
strong action. Awesome show here with Stand & Deliver still to
come.

Results
Hardys b. Fraxiom – Swanton Bomb to Fraser
Jordynne Grace b. Roxanne Perez – Juggernaut Driver
Oba Femi b. Moose – Fall From Grace
Stephanie Vaquer b. Giulia – SVB
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Wrestlemania  Count-Up  –
Wrestlemania II (2015 Redo):
Do It Again
Wrestlemania II
Date: April 7, 1986
Locations: Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum, New York City, New
York/Rosemont Horizon, Chicago, Illinois/Los Angeles Memorial Sports
Arena, Los Angeles, California
Attendance: 16,585 (New York), 9,000 (Chicago), 14,500 (Los Angeles),
40,085 (Total)
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Susan St. James (New York), Gene Okerlund,
Gorilla Monsoon, Cathy Lee Crosby (Chicago), Lord Alfred Hayes, Jesse
Ventura, Elvira (Los Angeles)

This is basically three miniature shows combined into one big card. Each
city would have its live action and then they would get to watch the
shows from the other cities. It’s not the best idea in the world but like
I said, there’s only so much they can do with the position they’re in.
Let’s get to it.

Vince McMahon is in New York to welcome us to the show and introduce Ray
Charles to sing America the Beautiful. As would become the custom,
various images of American landscapes, military and run of the mill
citizens are superimposed over the performance. Charles does an amazing
rendition of the song and the fans give him the ovation he deserves.

Gene Okerlund is in Chicago to talk about the battle royal. By talk about
I mean he mentions it and then throws it to the next interview.

Roddy Piper is ready for his boxing match and has trainer Lou Duva (who
trained names such as Lennox Lewis and Evander Holyfield) in his corner.
Piper says he’ll quit everything from wrestling to tiddlywinks to dating
girls if Mr. T. can knock him out. He won’t quite Bob Orton of course.
However, even if Mr. T. knocks him out, he’ll never, and I quote, “shave
his head like an Indian and paint himself black.”
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The Magnificent Muraco vs. Paul Orndorff

Muraco is a heel technician who was a very good hand in the ring. This is
fallout from last year as Orndorff took the fall in the main event and
Piper has sent Muraco to get some revenge. They trade slams to start and
the crowd is already white hot. Orndorff is nice enough to make a slant
eyes gesture at Muraco’s manager Mr. Fuji. Orndorff takes him down again
as Susan St. James (an actress) is staying with this on commentary but
clearly has almost no idea who these people are.

Paul cranks on the arm and my goodness Muraco is sweating quite a bit. We
hit a wristlock, which St. James calls an ancient Chinese technique. At
least she sounds happy to be here so I can excuse some of here bad lines.
Muraco gets in a right hand and they brawl to the floor for a double
countout at 4:10. The fans loudly swear at the result.

Rating: D. This had no time to go anywhere and I have no idea who thought
this was the right way to open a show. I mean, it’s Wrestlemania. It’s ok
to actually have a fall here instead of trying to set something up for
later. The match wasn’t even any good and that’s not how you want to set
the tone for one of the biggest shows of the year.

Mr. T. says he’s fighting for his friend the Haiti Kid, whose hair was
cut by Piper and Orton. Fink’s announcement of the double countout drowns
out a lot of his words.

Intercontinental Title: Randy Savage vs. George Steele

Steele, a crazy bald man with an incredibly hairy torso, is challenging
and is totally in love with Savage’s manager Elizabeth. Savage debuted
last year and has taken the company by storm, including taking the
Intercontinental Title from Tito Santana earlier in the year. Randy goes
to the floor to start before running again from Steele’s waving arms. He
runs again and we’re waiting on the first contact nearly a minute in.

Savage isn’t fast enough this time though and George bites his leg as the
champion tries to get back inside. Back in and Steele looks at Elizabeth,
allowing Savage to hit him in the back and get two off a high cross body.
That’s not a move you often see from Savage. Steele throws him to the



floor so the champ crawls under the ring and comes around to the other
side for a knee to George’s back. That’s fine with George as he bites
Savage’s arm and takes over again.

Randy bails to the floor and finds a bouquet of flowers but George shoves
them in his face. This is a really uneven comedy match so far and it gets
even worse as Steele goes to eat a turnbuckle but opts to shove the
stuffing in Savage’s face instead. Steele goes after Elizabeth at
ringside, allowing Randy to ax handle him off the apron. Back in and the
top rope elbow gets…..two? That’s a very, very rare kickout but it
doesn’t matter as Savage rolls him up and throws his feet on the ropes to
retain at 7:08.

Rating: D-. What the heck was that? I know Steele had been feuding with
Savage for a long time but this was the best they could do for a major
match? Total disaster here with the comedy not working and Savage just
coming back and grabbing a win at the end. Savage winning was the right
idea, but you could have cut a lot of the goofiness out of this to make
for a better, or at least less bad match.

George eats another turnbuckle and chases the referee off.

Big John Studd and NFL player Bill Fralic talk trash before the WWF vs.
NFL battle royal in Chicago. The announcement of Savage retaining in New
York drowns out the yelling.

McMahon and St. James talk about the next match.

George Wells vs. Jake Roberts

Roberts is another newcomer and this is the high point of Wells’ career.
George grabs a quick backdrop to start and Jake can barely stand up. They
head outside (notice Jake sliding out like a snake) for more punishment
to Jake, followed by a nice flying shoulder from George (ex-pro football
player) back inside. Wells knocks him into the ropes but opts not to
cover. A good looking powerslam gets two on Jake but he comes back with a
thumb to the eye. Jake slides to the floor and gets George to chase him
back inside, setting up the DDT for the pin at 3:08.



Rating: D+. This is probably the best match of the night so far and it’s
just a step above a regular TV match. Jake was clearly going to be
something interesting long term but he was still establishing himself at
this point. Well could have been any given warm body here and that’s
still a normal spot to have on these early Wrestlemanias.

Jake wraps the snake around Wells post match, making Wells foam at the
mouth.

We recap Mr. T. vs. Roddy Piper, which started up again after Mr. T. won
a boxing match on Saturday Night’s Main Event. Piper wanted to fight him
next but Bob Orton helped Piper beat him down instead.

Out in Los Angeles, Hulk Hogan is ready for King Kong Bundy in the cage
because he doesn’t like people who take shortcuts. This show is all over
the place so far.

We introduce the celebrities for the boxing match. Comedienne Joan Rivers
is guest ring announcer and introduces NBA star Darryl Dawkins, singer
Cab Calloway and Watergate participant G. Gordon Liddy. Herbert, a
character in Burger King commercials at the time, is guest timekeeper.
There are no words to describe the drop from Liberace, Billy Martin and
Muhammad Ali to…..this.

Mr. T. vs. Roddy Piper

Boxing match. Piper has Lou Duva as his trainer and Mr. T. has Joe
Frazier. They circle each other to start with Mr. T. hiding behind his
gloves and bobbing away from Piper’s punches. The referee keeps having to
break up their brawls against the ropes and not a lot has happened so
far. Both guys get in a few quick flurries before the first round wraps
up.

Round two begins with Mr. T. claiming that Piper has a bunch of grease on
his face. Mr. T. gets him into the corner and hammers away as these are
clearly fake punches since both guys would be dead otherwise. Piper gets
in some heavy rights in the corner and actually knocks him down to a big
cheer from the crowd. Even more bombs have Mr. T. in trouble as the round
ends.



Between rounds, Orton throws water at Mr. T. in the corner because he’s a
villain like that. Mr. T. starts the round well as he basically shoves
Piper down into the corner with some punches thrown in as bonuses. Roddy
is up at eight so they shove each other, followed by a big left that
clearly barely made contact but knocks Piper all the way out to the floor
anyway. Back up and the round ends with little else happening.

Piper throws his stool at Mr. T. to start round four and they stand there
trading bombs for a bit. Piper starts getting the better of it including
a huge right hand that knocks out Mr. T.’s mouthpiece. Mr. T. does the
same as St. James wants this to stop. As do the fans now as they’re
cheering for Piper. With nothing else working, Piper slams Mr. T. down
and it’s a DQ because of course it is.

Rating: D+. As fake as the punches clearly were, this was actually pretty
entertaining at times due to how hard they were hitting each other. On
top of that, I’ll take this over Mr. T. trying to wrestle again because
that could have been an even bigger disaster. This was your standard
boxing match on a wrestling show and that’s all they could have done
here.

Off to Chicago. The ring looks much smaller here.

Women’s Title: Fabulous Moolah vs. Velvet McIntyre

Moolah is defending. McIntyre is an Irish wrestler who was one of the
more popular women in the division in the 80s. Moolah hair drags her
around to start but McIntyre comes back with some one footed dropkicks.
Velvet misses a middle rope splash though and Moolah gets the pin at 59
seconds. It’s not entirely clear why this ended so fast but Velvet’s top
might have snapped on that landing. You can definitely see Velvet
adjusting her top which looks very loose. She gets out of the ring very
quickly as well.

Nikolai Volkoff vs. Corporal Kirchner

This is a flag match meaning the winner gets to wave his country’s flag.
Kirchner is considered one of wrestling’s all time toughest guys and
would wind up wrestling in Japan under the name Leatherface. Volkoff



throws him to the floor to start and posts the Corporal before biting his
forehead. Back in and Kirchner hammers away (with the ring being VERY
loud for some reason, as it was back in the same arena at the Wrestling
Classic) but the referee goes down. With the distraction, Volkoff’s
manager Freddie Blassie throws in his cane, only to have Kirchner
intercept it and knock Volkoff out for the pin at 1:35.

Gene Okerlund does the ring introductions for the battle royal. This
match has its own celebrities with Clara Peller (starred in Wendy’s ads)
as timekeeper and Chicago Bears legend Dick Butkus and Dallas Cowboy Too
Tall Jones as guest referees.

Battle Royal

WWF: Pedro Morales, Tony Atlas, Ted Arcidi, Dan Spivey, Hillbilly Jim,
King Tonga, Iron Sheik, B. Brian Blair, Jim Brunzell, John Studd, Bret
Hart, Jim Neidhart, Bruno Sammartino, Andre the Giant

NFL: Jimbo Covert, Harvey Martin, Ernie Holmes, Bill Fralic, Russ
Francis, William Perry

I’m not going to bother listing off who most of these wrestlers are
because most of them aren’t going to mean a thing here. As you can see,
the NFL players are a bit outnumbered. Ernie Ladd, former football star
and future WWE Hall of Famer, joins commentary in a smart move. It’s a
wild brawl to start as is often the case in a battle royal. Covert saves
Perry from elimination but is put out along with King Tonga a few seconds
later.

Francis thinks it’s a good idea to go after Andre and only barely slides
back in from the apron. Bruno dumps Holmes out and it’s Andre vs. Studd
to a nice reaction. Someone eliminates Brunzell and the ring is starting
to clean out a bit. Perry tosses Atlas to a BIG pop and then goes to
fight with Studd. Morales and Martin go out at the same time and nearly
get in a fight at ringside.

Arcidi is put out and Spivey is gone a few seconds later. There go
Hillbilly Jim and Blair, followed by Fralic a few seconds later.
Sammartino throws out the Sheik and we’re down to Andre, Francis, Studd,



Sammartino, Hart, Neidhart and Perry. Things can finally slow down after
several minutes of just random eliminations. Studd tosses Bruno and
actually puts Andre down in the corner.

Perry EXPLODES at the Hart Foundation and knocks them out to the apron.
The fans are all excited but Perry charges into Studd’s elbow and gets
hiptossed out. Perry offers a handshake but suckers Studd in by pulling
him out to the floor to get the people going all over again. Francis
tries to fight the Harts by himself but eats a headbutt from Andre. A
double dropkick ties Andre up in the ropes and Francis is easily tossed
out.

So it’s Andre, Neidhart and Hart and I don’t see this going well for the
normal sized guys. Andre kicks both of them out of the corner, grabs
Neidhart by the beard, kicks him in the face and puts him out. Bret tries
to come in off the top and gets tossed out with ease to give Andre the
win at 9:03.

Rating: D+. Not much to see here and they made no secret of the fact that
Andre was the obvious winner. The football players were really just a
novelty so you could have a battle royal without looking like it was an
easy way to get people on the card. They kept this short and to the point
which helps things out quite a bit. Perry got the crowd going and Andre
winning was the right call so no one is hurt here.

Back in New York, Piper says Mr. T. and William Perry are both cheaters.
Piper denies cheating by shoving the referee.

Covert says he got cheated when someone jumped him from behind.

Iron Sheik says he proved wrestling is tougher than football.

We recap the end of the battle royal.

Tag Team Titles: British Bulldogs vs. Dream Team

The Dream Team is Brutus Beefcake/Greg Valentine and are defending. The
Bulldogs are Davey Boy Smith (also known as the British Bulldog) and
Dynamite Kid, who are managed by Lou Albano and have Ozzy Osbourne in
their corner for no apparent reason. Even Gorilla doesn’t seem to know



why he’s out there. Smith and Valentine start things off with Davey
cranking on the arm.

It’s quickly off to Dynamite as things speed up, including a big shoulder
to knock Valentine into the corner. Greg comes back with a suplex but
Smith comes in to scare Valentine out to the floor. Back in and Valentin
gets in a headbutt to the ribs and tags out to Beefcake for the first
time. Beefcake is quickly press slammed and it’s back to Dynamite for a
hard clothesline.

Brutus finally drags Davey off to the corner and makes the tag off to
Greg, who comes in off the top with a forearm to the back. That’s some
good heel tag team work and it’s as successful as always. Dynamite comes
in anyway though and it’s time for some hard forearms and shoulders in
the corner. A backbreaker gets two on Valentine with Brutus having to
make the save. It’s not often that you see a tag match stay even this
long but this was before the Rock and Roll Express vs. Midnight Express
had created the classic tag team formula.

Valentine comes back with a piledriver (where he picked him up for a
traditional version but kneeled forward like a tombstone) for two but he
crotches himself on the Kid’s knees. Everything breaks down and the
powerslam plants Valentine for two. Davey misses a charge into the post
though and the champs start in on the arm.

A hammerlock slam and a top rope elbow onto the shoulder have Davey in
even more trouble and Valentine gets two off a shoulder breaker. For some
reason he pulls Smith up at two and Okerlund thinks it’s going to come
back and haunt him. As he says this, Dynamite gets on the middle rope and
sticks his head out. Smith rams Valentine head first into the Kid’s head,
knocking Dynamite down onto the floor but knocking Greg out cold for the
pin and the titles at 12:03.

Rating: B. Match of the night by far here with Dynamite taking one heck
of a bump to end the match. The Bulldogs were a great team and they
definitely deserved the titles and they did it in a tag match that went
completely against the common tag team formula. Unfortunately it felt
like it was much more about a way to get Osbourne on screen, which is



only going to get worse.

Albano and Osbourne celebrate as the Bulldogs remember what planet
they’re on. Kid can’t talk or stand as he’s still recovering from having
being knocked off the middle rope and down onto the floor with no one to
catch him. That’s a scary bump and it’s no shock that his body gave out
on him so soon after this.

Vince and Susan talk about the title change and preview the main event.

The Los Angeles announcers (Jesse Ventura, Elvira, Lord Alfred Hayes)
preview their section of the card.

Hercules Hernandez vs. Ricky Steamboat

Hernandez is better known simply as Hercules and is a big power guy as
you would expect. Hercules jumps him from behind to start but Ricky comes
back with a big chop. It’s time for the armdrags from Steamboat and he
cranks on an armbar as is so often his custom. Back up and an elbow to
the jaw drops Hercules and it’s off to the arm again. Hercules finally
realizes that his name is Hercules and clotheslines Ricky’s head off
before driving some hard knees into the side of his head.

There’s a Stun Gun for no cover as Elvira is proving to be the most
worthless commentator of all time as she just babbles about how she’s
never seen anything like this before. Hercules returns the back elbow to
the jaw and gorilla presses Ricky twice in a row. Ricky raises his knees
to stop a top rope splash (way out of character for Hercules) and
finishes with the high cross body at 7:34.

Rating: D+. This was a standard power vs. speed match which could have
been worse but still wasn’t anything worth seeing. Hernandez was a one
dimensional wrestler which made him a good foil for someone like
Steamboat who could mix up his offense enough to figure out a way around
the power. It’s a fine match but really nothing out of the ordinary.

Uncle Elmer vs. Adrian Adonis

Adonis is a flamboyant guy in a pink dress and make-up while Elmer is a
400+lb hillbilly. They’re not exactly going with the high brow ideas



here. Elmer attacks to start and sends Adrian to the floor with a single
forearm. Adrian rips the ring skirt off and manager Jimmy Hart is beside
himself. Elmer pulls Adonis to the apron and starts ripping off the
dress. You knew they were going here eventually. A big punch to Elmer’s
chest puts him down and Adonis takes off the dress to reveal regular
trunks. Elmer comes back with a corner splash but he misses a legdrop,
allowing Adonis to drop a top rope headbutt/splash for the pin at 3:04.

Rating: F. This is the kind of stuff I can’t stand in wrestling. Adonis
and Elmer are two of the most basic, stereotypical characters they could
have put together and it looks stupid. This catered to the lowest common
denominator and that’s never the kind of wrestling you want to have. It
doesn’t help that the match was awful.

Adonis puts a bow on Elmer’s back.

Hogan is ready to step inside a cage with King Kong Bundy after Bundy
damaged his ribs a few months ago. All Hogan wants is for Bobby Heenan to
try to get involved.

Funk Brothers vs. Junkyard Dog/Tito Santana

The Funks are Terry/Hoss (better known as Dory Jr.) and they’re managed
by Jimmy Hart. Dog and Hoss get things going but Terry is quickly dragged
inside so Dog can slam both brothers. Things settle down to Tito vs.
Terry but both Funks are quickly dropkicked out to the floor. Back in
again and it’s Dog ramming Terry’s face into the buckle several times as
this has been one sided so far. It’s off to Dory vs. Tito with the Funks
finally taking over but Tito comes back with the flying forearm for two.

Terry sends him out to the floor for some stomps from Hart and Elvira
rants about how Hart needs to be ejected, sounding like someone who has
never watched wrestling in her life. Back in and Tito reverses a suplex
into one of his own as Elvira wants some trunks ripped off. Terry misses
a legdrop and it’s off to the Dog for more headbutts. House is cleaned
and Terry gets backdropped over the top. Dog slams him onto a table and
busts up Terry’s leg. Everything breaks down and Terry blasts Dog in the
head with the megaphone for the pin at 11:43.



Rating: B-. Fun match here with the Funks working very well together
against the always entertaining Tito and the always charismatic Dog. It
seemed that they were setting the Funks up as a potential challenge to
the Bulldogs but they wouldn’t be around long. This was a nice tag match
though and one of the best things on the card.

The announcers have an awkward chat as the cage is assembled.

To fill in some more time, we see King Kong Bundy attacking Hogan on a
Saturday Night’s Main Event and injuring the champ’s ribs to set this up.
It’s really not much of a storyline and it was only set up about a month
in advance. With the talent they had on the roster (Savage, Roberts and
Piper), this really is a questionable opponent for Hogan.

The doctor has recommended that Hogan doesn’t wrestle. As his ribs are
being taped, Hogan puts a 100lb dumbbell around his neck and does chin-
ups.

Bobby Heenan talks about how important a day this is for him because he’s
going to get to pack the World Title in Bundy’s suitcase tonight. Bundy
promises to send Hogan to the hospital all over again.

In New York, Susan St. James picks Hogan.

Time for the celebrities. Los Angeles Dodgers manager Tommy Lasorda is
guest ring announcer, actor Ricky Schroder is timekeeper and Robert
Conrad is outside referee, meaning he won’t be doing much of anything.

WWF World Title: Hulk Hogan vs. King Kong Bundy

Hogan is defending inside a cage (the big blue one in one of its
earliest, if not the earliest, appearances) of course. Big pop for the
champ as you would expect. They slug it out to start with Hogan knocking
him into the ropes and nailing the big boot early on. This has already
gone on longer than Bundy’s match last year. Hogan fires off a forearm in
the corner which I don’t think I’ve ever seen him use before.

Bundy can’t ram him into the cage so he FINALLY goes after the taped up
ribs. He slams Hogan to the mat and steps on his head as we go to an
overhead shot. Hulk has to dive across the ring to keep Bundy from



getting out so Bundy rams him back first into the cage. There goes the
tape and Elvira is happy about more clothes coming off. Bundy chokes with
the tape. Elvira: “He can’t do that can he?” Ventura is clearly getting
annoyed at having to explain basic concepts like “there are no rules” to
her over and over.

Hogan comes back with more right hands and sends Bundy face first into
the cage to bust him open. Bundy gets choked on the ropes but Hogan, ever
the moron, falls backwards trying a slam. That’s still not enough though
as Hogan chokes with the tape, only to eat the big splashes that busted
up the ribs in the first place.

We get the Hogan “fish out of the water” shaking but he still gets over
to save the title again. Hogan gets all fired up again and powerslams
Bundy (that’s very rare as it’s almost always a regular slam) before
kicking him out of the corner. Heenan’s save fails miserable and Hogan
climbs down (Elvira: “All right he’s gonna win!”) to retain at 10:18.

Rating: D+. It’s not a good match and Elvira made it insufferable but
Hogan vs. a monster in the 80s is as much of a layup as you’re going to
find in these early years. Bundy might have been considered a bigger
threat back in the day but this felt like any given house show loop and a
match that these two probably had a few dozen times around the country.

Hogan beats up Heenan and poses to end the show as Vince wraps it up from
New York.

Overall Rating: D. There’s no way around it: this is one of the worst
Wrestlemanias of all time. That being said, I always give this one a bit
of a pass as they had no idea what they had with Wrestlemania or even pay
per view in general. This felt like a bunch of house shows clipped down
and edited together into one big one and that’s not the most interesting
thing in the world. Hogan vs. Bundy is a very run of the mill main event
but some of the tag matches are entertaining enough. The match is far
more dull and lame than bad, but that doesn’t make it something fun to
watch.

Ratings Comparison



Paul Orndorff vs. Don Muraco

Original: D+

2013 Redo: D

2015 Redo: D

George Steele vs. Randy Savage

Original: C-

2013 Redo: C-

2015 Redo: D-

Jake Roberts vs. George Wells

Original: F

2013 Redo: D+

2015 Redo: D+

Roddy Piper vs. Mr. T.

Original: F

2013 Redo: D

2015 Redo: D+

Velvet McIntyre vs. Fabulous Moolah

Original: N/A

2013 Redo: N/A

2015 Redo: N/A

Corporal Kirschner vs. Nikolai Volkoff

Original: D-



2013 Redo: N/A

2015 Redo: N/A

Battle Royal

Original: B

2013 Redo: D

2015 Redo: D+

British Bulldog vs. Dream Team

Original: B

2013 Redo: B-

2015 Redo: B

Rick Steamboat vs. Hercules Hernandez

Original: C-

2013 Redo: C-

2015 Redo: D+

Uncle Elmer vs. Adrian Adonis

Original: N/A

2013 Redo: D-

2015 Redo: F

Tito Santana/Junkyard Dog vs. Terry Funk/Hoss Funk

Original: B-

2013 Redo: B-

2015 Redo: B-



Hulk Hogan vs. King Kong Bundy

Original: B-

2013 Redo: D

2015 Redo: D+

Overall Rating

Original: D+

2013 Redo: D

2015 Redo: D

Wrestlemania II is….weird. Like, really weird.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/03/09/history-of-wrestlemania-with-kb-
wrestlemania-2-what-the-hell-were-they-thinking/

And the 2013 Redo:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/03/11/wrestlemania-count-up-wrestleman
ia-ii-three-times-the-suck/

Remember to check out my new forum at steelcageforums.com and
pick up the 2018 Updated Version of the History of the WWE
Championship in e-book or paperback. Check out the information
here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2018/01/26/new-book-kbs-history-
of-the-wwe-championship-2018-updated-version/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/03/09/history-of-wrestlemania-with-kb-wrestlemania-2-what-the-hell-were-they-thinking/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/03/09/history-of-wrestlemania-with-kb-wrestlemania-2-what-the-hell-were-they-thinking/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/03/11/wrestlemania-count-up-wrestlemania-ii-three-times-the-suck/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/03/11/wrestlemania-count-up-wrestlemania-ii-three-times-the-suck/
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Monday Night Raw – March 10,
2025: Lock Em Up
Monday Night Raw
Date: March 10, 2025
Location: Madison Square Garden, New York City, New York
Commentators: Michael Cole, Pat McAfee

They’re back home this week as the show is in the Garden with
a couple of major matches. First up, and likely in the main
event, it’s Seth Rollins vs. CM Punk inside a steel cage.
Other  than  that,  it’s  time  to  get  even  more  ready  for
Wrestlemania  and  that  should  make  for  some  interesting
situations. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Jey Uso vs. Grayson Waller

Austin Theory is in Waller’s corner. Waller kicks the leg out
to start and sends Uso into the post, only to get kicked in
the head for his efforts. A clothesline puts Waller on the
floor but Theory gets in a cheap shot, allowing Waller to drop
Uso for a change. We take a break and come back with Waller’s
middle rope elbow connecting for two. Uso fights up and hits
the superkick (which might not have connected), only for the
dive to be cut off by a Stunner over the ropes. The rolling
Downward Spiral gives Waller two but Uso hits him in the face.
The spear gives Uso the pin at 9:10.

Rating: C+. This wasn’t about Uso being in danger of losing
but rather him having to overcome some odds before getting a
win. Uso is being built up as a singles star and while Waller
is beneath him, it’s a nice way to boost him on the way to the

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2025/03/10/monday-night-raw-march-10-2025-lock-em-up/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2025/03/10/monday-night-raw-march-10-2025-lock-em-up/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2025/03/04/monday-night-raw-march-3-2025-dang-they-got-me-again/


biggest match of his career at Wrestlemania. It’s nothing
great, but it did what it needed to, albeit without being the
most thrilling match.

Post match Theory comes in for the beatdown but gets dropped
for a Superfly Splash. Cue Gunther to choke Uso out. Gunther
feels like an afterthought on this show and while annoying,
it’s  not  surprising  given  how  many  other  stars  there  are
around here.

Long video on CM Punk vs. Seth Rollins, focusing on the hatred
that has built up for over a year.

The Alpha Academy checks on Seth Rollins in the trainer’s
room.

Here is Logan Paul, who rips off a fan’s shirt on the way to
the ring. The fans are NOT happy to see Paul, who tries to
talk about AJ Styles but eggs on the booing as he tends to do.
Paul talks about how there are some names which transcend
wrestling, which is why it surprised him that Cody Rhodes
turned  down  the  Rock.  It  took  John  Cena  twenty  years  to
realize that nice guys finish last.

Paul has known that for twenty years so consider his soul for
sale. He’s the one in the ring while the regular people are
watching from the crowd. Paul talks to comedian Andrew Schultz
in the crowd who must be here to see him, but Schultz says
he’s here for the cage match. No one is here for Paul but
Schultz  wants  to  see  AJ  Styles.  Paul  pulls  him  over  the
barricade and loads up a suplex but Styles makes the save. The
Phenomenal Forearm lays Paul out and Styles calls Paul out,
only  for  Paul  to  leave  instead.  This  likely  sets  up  a
Wrestlemania match but it felt like it was more to promote
Schultz.

We look back at Iyo Sky beating Rhea Ripley for the Women’s
Title last week.



TKO is launching a boxing promotion.

We look at a cage match from the 70s with Bruno Sammartino
defeating Ivan Koloff in the first televised cage match from
the Garden.

New Day vs. LWO

Tornado tag match. The LWO wastes no time in cleaning house
and knock New Day to the floor. Woods fights back on Mysterio
and  teases  loading  up  a  table,  only  to  shove  it  back
underneath the ring. An assisted seated senton takes Kofi
Kingston down as Woods is whipped into the barricade (right in
front of NXT Champion Oba Femi). New Day fights up and plants
Lee on the floor as we take a break.

Back with Lee hitting a top rope double stomp to Kofi, setting
up a hurricanrana to send Woods onto the table (which only
kind of breaks, leaving Woods to have to hit it for the
break). Back in and Mysterio’s springboard spinning crossbody
gets two on Kingston and the 619 connects. The frog splash
hits knees though and Kingston rolls him up for two of his own
with Lee making the save.

Lee flip dives onto Kingston….and here’s a guy in a mask to
take Lee out with a hurricanrana. Mysterio gets caught with a
delayed German suplex by the masked man, who is in no way Chad
Gable (ignore the AMERICAN MADE on his mask and him doing
Gable’s pose). Security goes after the masked man, who sprints
through  the  crowd.  The  top  rope  double  stomp/backbreaker
combination finishes Mysterio at 11:16.

Rating:  C+.  I’m  liking  the  Lucha  Gable  stuff  and  I  can
absolutely see him making it (whatever it is going to be)
work, but I’m not so sure on the New Day. They’re still hated
by the crowd and the heel turn has made them more interesting
than they have been in years, but who are they supposed to
face? Other than getting the Tag Team Titles from the War
Raiders or Big E. bringing in someone to fight them, they feel



like they’re just kind of there, which is a weird way to go
for someone who had so much heat.

We look at Bron Breakker going after Judgment Day last week.

Finn Balor is annoyed at Bron Breakker but Carlito doesn’t
seem to listen because he’s staring at the apple. The rest of
the team comes in and Dominik Mysterio has gotten Balor an
Intercontinental Title shot next week. Balor gives him quite
the hug and is proud of Mysterio for making this happen. Liv
Morgan isn’t convinced but Mysterio thinks Balor has this.

Here is Cody Rhodes for a chat after a break. Rhodes is here
because this is the cathedral of entertainment but John Cena
isn’t here tonight. Cena and his inner circle aren’t here but
they’ll be in Brussels, Belgium next week. That doesn’t work
for Rhodes as Cena has quite the history in MSG. It was an
easy  decision,  just  like  swinging  someone  after  you  have
kicked them low and have backup.

Rhodes doesn’t begrudge Cena for calling his shot or having a
part time schedule because part time Cena is better than most
people full time. We get the dueling Cena chants and Rhodes
says let’s let Cena hear it. Rhodes didn’t like Cena saying he
had the discipline to do what needed to be done even if no one
wanted it.

Rhodes talks about that mentor that you want to yell at and at
this point he wants to tell Cena to shut up you “moron” (you
could hear the audio cut out for a second as it seems they
thought he was going to say something else that started with
“mo”). Rhodes is looking forward to beating his mentor one
more time because he is the captain now. He thanks the fans
and that’s it. This was setting things up as a passing of the
torch, which is an interesting way to go. Rhodes has been
carrying this since the turn, but things could get cranked way
up again next week when Cena is back.

We  look  at  Jimmy  Snuka’s  cage  dive  on  Don  Muraco,  with



approximately 384 wrestlers in the crowd.

Various celebrities are here.

Bayley vs. Raquel Rodriguez

For a shot at the Women’s Intercontinental Title and Dominik
Mysterio/Liv Morgan are here with Rodriguez. Bayley gets sent
to the apron to start and her Stunner over the ropes is broken
up. Back in and Rodriguez misses a charge into the corner,
allowing Bayley to grab a middle rope armdrag. Rodriguez gives
her a swinging front facelock but gets sent into the corner
for a quick Bronco Buster.

Bayley knocks her down again and we take a break. Back with
Rodriguez missing a legdrop on the apron and getting caught
with a middle rope Stunner. A knee to the head rocks Rodriguez
again and the top rope elbow gives Bayley two. Rodriguez is
sent outside and gets posted so Morgan and Mysterio offer
distractions. That’s enough for Rodriguez to plant Bayley on
the announcers’ table and Bayley has to beat the count. The
Tejana Bomb gives Rodriguez the pin at 10:05.

Rating: B-. What matters here is that we’re getting someone
else involved in the title picture. Lyra Valkyria is in a
weird  place  as  she’s  the  new  champion  and  doesn’t  have
anything  to  do  other  than  have  one  off  title  matches.
Rodriguez can be the next challenger, though you would think
that  Bayley  beating  Valkyria  in  an  Elimination  Chamber
qualifying match a few weeks ago would be enough to get her a
title shot.

Chad Gable denies being the masked man earlier. Gable doesn’t
know who that fan was, but he should have been dragged out a
lot  earlier.  We  see  the  masked  man  being  taken  away  by
security and Gable gives Cathy Kelly an “I told you so” look.
I’m intrigued.

We look at Randy Savage and Ted DiBiase in a cage in 1988.



More celebrities are here.

Michael Cole is in the ring to talk to Iyo Sky. The fans tell
Sky that she deserves it and she says it is a dream to be here
as champion. She is over the moon to be going to Wrestlemania
as champion but here is Bianca Belair for the big staredown.
Cole asks her about the Rhea Ripley situation from last week
but Belair wasn’t out there to cost Ripley. Cue Ripley to
interrupt, wanting to know why Belair was out here last week.
Belair said she explained it already but Ripley doesn’t buy
it.

Maybe Belair should have handled her business with Naomi and
Jade  Cargill.  Belair  says  Ripley  is  made  because  Belair
clapped for both of them last week. The reality is Ripley
can’t beat Sky and she’s blaming Belair. They go face to face
and shove Sky away for trying to break it up. Sky slaps Ripley
and Belair and points at the sign, suggesting a triple threat
at Wrestlemania. That’s an upgrade over Sky vs. Belair, as
Ripley is a bigger star than both of them and needs something
to do.

Here’s what’s coming next week.

Seth Rollins vs. CM Punk

In a cage with pinfall, submission or escape to win. Rollins
jumps him fast to start but Punk slugs away in the corner.
They trade shots in the middle with Punk getting the better of
things but Rollins is back with a powerbomb against the cage
as we take a break. Back with Punk still in trouble and
Rollins  opening  the  door,  seemingly  offering  to  let  Punk
leave. Punk flips him off (and the camera cuts out) before
countering another buckle bomb with a hurricanrana into the
cage.

The GTS connects with Rollins but Punk sits and stares at him
instead of trying to leave. Rollins flips him off as well to
bring  Punk  back  to  the  middle,  where  a  neckbreaker  puts



Rollins down again. Punk hits the top rope elbow and then does
it two more times for a near fall. With nothing else working,
Punk goes to the top of the cage but Rollins rolls to the
corner before Punk can dive.

They fight on top of the cage (with a drone camera shot for a
really unique visual) until Rollins superplexes him down for
two. Punk is back with a GTS for two of his own but Rollins
pulls him into an STF. That’s reversed into the Anaconda Vice,
which is escaped so Rollins can hit a Stomp for two. A third
GTS gives Punk two so he hits his own Stomp for two. Rollins
shouts that Punk wants his house and then grabs his own GTS
into another Stomp for another near fall. A super Stomp knocks
Punk  cold  (Rollins:  “Come  on  motherf*****”)…..but  here  is
Roman Reigns to pull Rollins through the door for the win at
19:29.

Rating: B. This was about telling an interesting story, as
neither tried to escape for the most part. That makes sense as
it wasn’t about winning as much as it was about beating the
other person. Hence all of the covers and kickouts, which
granted did get to be a bit much at times. Reigns interfering
is going to set up something at Wrestlemania and helps protect
Punk in defeat, as Rollins didn’t pin him and interference
cost Punk the match (which he won’t like either).

Post match Reigns wrecks Rollins and gives him a spear into a
Stomp on the floor. Reigns isn’t done and loads up a Stomp on
the steps but Adam Pearce and company break it up. We look tin
the ring….where Paul Heyman is helping Punk up. That is NOT
cool with Reigns, who wrecks Punk as Heyman looks on to end
the show.

WWE has built up these three people (plus Heyman) to the point
where ANYTHING they do is interesting because it makes you
wonder where they’re going next. Heyman helped out an old
friend (who had done nothing to Reigns) and the place went
coconuts. It sets up a Wrestlemania triple threat and was done



by the simple act of Heyman kneeling next to Punk.

This is how wrestling is supposed to work and it still does if
it’s done properly.

Overall Rating: B-. The show started off a bit weak but then
it got a lot better in the last hour or so. The important part
of the show was setting up a bunch of Wrestlemania matches,
which needs to be done as we are just over a month away from
the big weekend. They did a good job of bringing that show
together, though there is still a lot more to do. The first
hour and a half or so was a bit weak without much of note, but
the Sky/Ripley/Belair segment and main event stuff picked it
up a lot. This show was an important step towards Wrestlemania
and that’s what it needed to be.

Results
Jey Uso b. Grayson Waller – Spear
New Day b. LWO – Top rope double stomp/backbreaker combination
to Mysterio
Raquel Rodriguez b. Bayley – Tejana Bomb
Seth Rollins b. CM Punk – Rollins escaped the cage

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

 

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


Wrestlemania  Count-Up  –
Wrestlemania  I  (2015  Redo):
The First Big One
Wrestlemania I
Date: March 31, 1985
Location: Madison Square Garden, New York City, New York
Attendance: 19,121
Commentators: Gorilla Monsoon, Jesse Ventura

The first Wrestlemania is one of those shows that really doesn’t need an
introduction. While it’s really just a very glorified house show, it was
clear that there was something special about this show. This is the start
of a new way of life in professional wrestling and everything is about to
change. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is a montage of shots of the matches tonight with the
Wrestlemania logo in the middle. Not exactly high thinking stuff but it
was a simpler time.

Gorilla (with more hair than you’ll ever see him have) welcomes us to the
show and throws it to the Fink who introduces Gene Okerlund to sing the
Star Spangled Banner. This is one of the only times it wouldn’t be
America the Beautiful. The crowd joins in singing for a nice moment.

Tito Santana says he doesn’t know anything about the Executioner but no
one is going to stop him from achieving his goals. Arriba!

The Executioner, a masked man better known as Playboy Buddy Rose (a big
star in Portland Wrestling and the AWA who didn’t do much elsewhere),
says he’s going after Tito’s leg. So much for secrecy.

Tito Santana vs. The Executioner

It’s a crisscross to start the first match in Wrestlemania history. Tito
quickly fires him out to the floor, followed by a headlock takeover for
two back inside. Executioner tries to hide in the corner but it’s not

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2025/03/10/wrestlemania-count-up-wrestlemania-i-2015-redo-the-first-big-one/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2025/03/10/wrestlemania-count-up-wrestlemania-i-2015-redo-the-first-big-one/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2025/03/10/wrestlemania-count-up-wrestlemania-i-2015-redo-the-first-big-one/


that hard to find someone in a big red mask three feet in front of
Santana. Tito follows him in but takes a headbutt to the ribs to give
Executioner control.

An awkward looking backdrop puts Tito down as there hasn’t been much of
the promised leg work. Maybe Executioner is smarter than he seems and was
lying to throw Tito off. Santana slams Executioner off the top but a
splash hits knees and now it’s time for the leg. Tito easily kicks him to
the floor though and the flying forearm sets up Tito’s Figure Four for
the submission at 4:50.

Rating: D+. This was just a squash for Tito as he was trying to get the
Intercontinental  Title  back.  Executioner  was  one  of  the  standard
characters of the day who would show up, possibly be played by multiple
people on different nights, and rarely win a match. All the announcers
had to do was build the masked man up as a threat to the star and go to
the match. It’s such a simple idea and that’s all it needed to be.

S.D. Jones, a self described music man, is more than ready for King Kong
Bundy on the biggest show ever.

King Kong Bundy promises a splash and a five count.

King Kong Bundy vs. S.D. Jones

Bundy shoves him into the corner and hits a pair of splashes for the pin
at 24 seconds. This is billed as nine seconds for a record but it takes
nearly double that much time for the first splash to connect. To continue
the lying, Bundy only got a three count. How can I ever trust someone
like that?

Matt Borne, a pretty generic heel (I mean he wears sunglasses inside. How
can he possibly be a good guy?), thinks Ricky Steamboat is just too nice
of a guy and needs to get beaten up.

Steamboat says he’s ready but Okerlund talks over him to throw it back to
the arena. That’s rather rude of him. Ricky was talking about developing
his meanness, a goal he failed to achieve in spectacular fashion.

Matt Borne vs. Ricky Steamboat



Steamboat is a newcomer and in trunks instead of tights here. Feeling out
process to start and a big chop puts Borne down. A headlock has Borne in
trouble and a big atomic drop makes him gyrate a bit. The left handed
Borne comes back with some shots to the ribs and a hard whip into the
corner, only to have Steamboat come back with chops and another headlock.
Ricky wins a slugout and drops a knee for two. Back up and the high cross
body gives Steamboat the pin at 4:38.

Rating: D+. This could be subtitled “Hi, I’m Ricky Steamboat and I’m a
good wrestler.” Borne could have been any other guy and the match would
have been the same. Steamboat would take some time to get anywhere but he
was one of the smoothest wrestlers of all time and always worth checking
out.

As I mentioned earlier, this is really more of a house show than anything
else as we haven’t had an important match so far and we’re about twenty
five minutes in.

It should be noted that Lord Alfred Hayes is introducing the pre-match
interviews (which are all pre-taped from earlier in the day). This time,
Steamboat and Borne both have to made sudden shifts to avoid running into
Hayes’ camera shot.

David Sammartino is ready to show that he’s not just his father’s son. Of
course his father will be at ringside.

Johnny Valiant says his man Brutus Beefcake isn’t worried about the son
of an overrated legend.

Brutus Beefcake vs. David Sammartino

They make no secret of the fact that this is little more than a way to
have Bruno appear on the show. Bruno and Valiant are the seconds here and
the match takes its sweet time to get going. David is in good shape but
is a very boring looking wrestler. Brutus on the other hand has a great
look but is very green at this point. It’s a slow start as Jesse thinks
the loser will have his career set back six months to a year. They start
slow with Brutus being sent out to the floor for a conference with
Valiant.



Back in and David grabs a front facelock but gets countered into a
headlock. David gets to his feet and takes Brutus down for a leg lock.
The fans aren’t exactly thrilled with this one. Brutus fights up again
and  drops  some  heavy  forearms  followed  by  a  powerslam.  After  more
punishment it’s David fighting back and trying to look as much like his
dad as he can. They fight to the floor and the managers get involved for
the double DQ at 11:44.

Rating: D. So far this is the low mark in the history of Wrestlemania.
That being said, it’s not so much bad as it is really dull. They were
just doing basic moves to each other for about ten minutes until the
older guys came in. At the end of the day, Bruno was the star here and
David wasn’t very good. There isn’t much you can do to get around that
and David never did.

Greg  Valentine  says  he’s  lost  weight  and  is  ready  to  defend  the
Intercontinental Title.

Junkyard Dog says he needs a bone to chew on and he’ll be able to afford
a lot more once he wins that title.

Intercontinental Title: Junkyard Dog vs. Greg Valentine

Valentine is defending and the graphic says this is the Inter-Continental
Title. Greg also has Jimmy Hart in his corner. Dog starts with some heavy
headbutts and right hands, followed by more headbutts from all fours to
put Valentine down in the corner. Back up and Valentine actually wins a
test of strength (I didn’t see that one coming), setting up a wristlock.

Now we get more into Greg’s standard operating procedure as he drives
knees into Dog’s hamstring and cranks on the leg. Back up and Dog limps
around but is still able to fire off right hands and headbutts. You might
say his offense is limited but that might be giving him too much credit.
Jimmy Hart tries to get on the apron but Valentine hits him by mistake,
only to grab a rollup for the pin on Dog with his feet on the ropes at
6:55.

Rating: D. Another dull match here but at least the fans were way behind
Dog. The guy might not have been the most athletic or active wrestler in



the world but there’s no denying his charisma and how much the fans got
behind him. It was pretty sure that Valentine was going to be fighting
Santana next so the ending was never in any real doubt here but at least
it was short.

Speaking of Santana, he comes out to tell the referee about Valentine’s
feet being on the ropes. The referee says restart it but Valentine walks
out, earning Dog a countout win. That’s quite the meaningless change and
the fans really don’t care.

Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff don’t like America and want to take the
Tag Team Titles back to Iran and the USSR respectfully. Their manager
Freddie Blassie agrees.

The Tag Team Champions the US Express (Mike Rotundo and Barry Windham
with manager Lou Albano) don’t have much to say but they’re ready.

Tag Team Titles: US Express vs. Iron Sheik/Nikolai Volkoff

Volkoff and Sheik are challenging and Nikolai actually gets the full
Soviet national anthem out before the champions hit the ring. The Express
are heavy favorites here but Sheik shoulders Mike down to start. Some
dropkicks mostly miss Sheik but he goes down anyway. That’s very nice of
him. Maybe he isn’t as evil as he seems. Windham comes in with a top rope
elbow to the head and the champs are in early control.

Rotundo is tagged back in to face Volkoff. Nikolai’s arm gets worked over
in a hurry with both champions coming off the top rope and dropping down
onto it. Sheik gets suplexed but Volkoff gets in a knee to the back to
finally give the evil foreigners control. Back to Sheik who can’t keep
Rotundo in trouble much longer, allowing Mike to dive over for the tag.
Barry comes in with a bulldog for two but everything breaks down. In the
melee, Sheik uses Blassie’s cane to knock Windham out cold for the pin
and the titles at 6:56.

Rating: C-. This was just for the historical value and little more. Sheik
and Volkoff getting the titles was a major surprise but they would drop
them back to the Express just a few months later. They kept the formula
simple here as the Express dominated until the very end where the



villains cheated to take the belts. Quick and efficient here to give the
show something historic.

Sheik and Volkoff say they’re the best in the world and Blassie denies
having a cane.

The announcers talk for a bit as we’re in an intermission.

Big John Studd and Bobby Heenan have $15,000 in a bag (very impressive
since you can see it’s mostly $1 bills) which they certainly won’t lose
in the body slam match.

Andre the Giant vs. Big John Studd

This is Studd’s money vs. Andre’s career and you can only win by slamming
your opponent. The Heenan Family jumped Andre and cut off his afro on
Saturday Night’s Main Event to set this up. Studd goes right after Andre
to start but the Giant will have none of it and chops Studd out to the
floor. Back in and Andre lays on Studd in the corner, followed by a
bearhug. The fans chant for a slam but they’re stuck with more slow non-
action instead. Studd’s kick to the ample gut gets caught and Andre kicks
at the free leg a few times, setting up the slam on Studd (in a pretty
famous visual) at 5:54.

Rating: F+. I can’t say this is a full on failure as the fans loved the
ending but the rest of the match was such a boring mess. Andre was barely
able to move here and that bearhug ate up nearly a third of the entire
match. Thankfully they kept this really short because I don’t want to
imagine what they were going to do with even more time.

Heenan grabs the money and runs off but Andre doesn’t seem to mind.

In the back, Andre laughs off the idea of retiring.

Rock mega star Cyndi Lauper and Wendi Richter are ready for Richter’s
rematch for the Women’s Title. Richter really doesn’t have the best voice
so Lauper was the better choice for the talking.

Lelani Kai says she’s going to “come back to the dressing room with her
hand in victor.”



Women’s Title: Lelani Kai vs. Wendi Richter

Now this is big. Richter, the challenger here, is the second most popular
person in the company (yes probably more than Andre) but Kai stole the
title with Moolah’s help. Moolah vs. Richter is still the big feud here
as Richter has Lauper in her corner. Lauper would start feuding with
Moolah and then moved on to Roddy Piper to really blow the doors open on
this whole Rock and Wrestling Connection.

In a rather famous shot, Richter and Lauper run through the back on their
way to the ring. That’s one of those clips you’ve probably seen in a
history package or two over the years. Feeling out process to start with
both of them trying a wristlock. A hammerlock has Kai in trouble and she
taps but that won’t mean anything for about another ten years.

The champ works on a wristlock of her own and pulls Richter down by the
hair. Back up and Kai charges into two boots in the corner to change
control. Moolah tries to rip Richter’s hair out but Lauper goes over and
drills her. Richter drills Kai with some forearms and a fireman’s carry
slam (think a reverse Attitude Adjustment) for two. The champ grabs a
backbreaker for two of her own but Wendi rolls through a high cross body
(well mostly as she didn’t get all the way through so Kai had to lay
there for a bit) for the pin and the title at 6:12.

Rating: D. The match was nothing to see but it was one of the most
academic endings of all time. Richter getting the title back sent the
fans through the roof and Lauper’s enthusiasm made it even better.
Women’s wrestling was very different at this point and things would
evolve quite a bit over the next few years. This would be the last big
moment for Wendi though as she would get screwed out of the title in a
legit shoot by Moolah about eight months later. Richter had a nasty
contract dispute and the WWF pulled a screwjob to get the title off of
her.

Richter and Lauper spin around in circles post match. They continue to be
happy in the back after the match.

It’s time to introduce the celebrities for the main event, starting with
the guest ring announcer Billy Martin, the multiple time manager of the



New York Yankees. He introduces guest timekeeper Liberace, who comes out
with the Rockettes for a little dancing. If this isn’t your taste in
entertainment,  Muhammad  Ali  is  introduced  as  the  guest  referee  for
outside the ring. Ali gets by far the biggest reaction as a legend here
in the Garden and around the world. Another boxer, Jose Torres, is in the
front row.

Roddy Piper/Paul Orndorff vs. Mr. T./Hulk Hogan

This is the definition of the main event as it’s the biggest match on the
show by leaps and bounds. The idea here is that Piper attacked Cyndi
Lauper and friends when Lauper was being presented with an award. Hulk
Hogan ran in for the save, setting up a showdown with Piper at the War to
Settle the Score. The match resulted in a big brawl and Orndorff came in
to help Piper. Mr. T. was in the front row and ran in to help his friend,
setting up a huge brawl and this match.

Piper and Orndorff are played to the ring by the New York Pipe and Drum
Corps but Hogan and Mr. T. come out to Eye of the Tiger from Rocky III.
I’ll go with the good guys on this one. Piper and Orndorff will have
Piper’s bodyguard Cowboy Bob Orton in their corner while Hogan and Mr. T.
will have Jimmy Snuka. As Hogan and Mr. T. come through the back, Vince
McMahon can be seen in the hallway. After all that, we’re FINALLY ready
to go.

Orndorff has a broom for no apparent reason as Monsoon recaps everything
and announces Pat Patterson as the inside referee. Hogan and Orndorff get
things going as you would think they’re keeping the big attractions (Mr.
T. in general and Hogan vs. Piper) back for a bit. Apparently not as
Piper tags in before there’s any contact and Mr. T. demands to come in.
They go nose to nose and slap each other in the face before going down to
the mat for some amateur wrestling. The fans chant T. as you would expect
them to.

Mr. T. picks him up for an airplane spin and slams Piper down, drawing
everyone in for a huge brawl. Ali, Snuka and Orton get in with Piper
getting right in Ali’s face. Amazingly enough it’s a REALLY STUPID IDEA
to get in Muhammad Ali’s face as he swings at Piper, who is quick enough



to get to the floor. Piper and Orndorff try to leave but the cops escort
them back to the ring.

Back in and the villains are rammed into each other, leaving Hogan to
drive Piper’s head into the mat. Mr. T. comes back in to help Hogan with
a double big boot. Some hiptosses keep Piper and Orndorff in trouble and
it’s back to Hogan for another boot which Piper out to the floor.
Orndorff finally does something right as he knocks Hogan outside where
Piper gets in a chair shot.

Ali breaks up any further cheating and it’s Hogan in trouble back inside.
Mr. T. is dragged out of the ring, allowing a double atomic drop to keep
Hogan in trouble. Piper comes back in for a knee lift for two, followed
by a top rope elbow from Orndorff for the same. Orndorff isn’t as lucky
the second time though as he misses a top rope knee, allowing for the hot
tag off to Mr. T.

The villains quickly take Mr. T. down to the mat though and slaps on a
front facelock. Monsoon criticizes Mr. T.’s technique in trying to escape
but he gets out anyway and tags in Hogan as everything breaks down. Orton
goes up top with for a shot with his cast but it hits Orndorff by
mistake, giving Hogan the pin at 13:24.

Rating: C+. This is another match where the ending was obvious but it was
all about the spectacle as we got there. Hogan was the megastar to end
all megastars here and everything came off well. It’s not a great match
or anything but it’s a lot of fun and that’s all it needed to be.

Piper decks Patterson and leaves. Orndorff wakes up and has no idea what
happened but leaves without any violence.

We look back at the ending as everyone leaves.

Mr. T. says this is real and not for wimps. Hogan says that was what it
was all about. Snuka says these men are his brothers. He would be gone
soon after this.

Gorilla and Jesse wrap it up.

A package of stills from the show and the credits (a sign of the times)



take us out.

Overall Rating: C-. Here’s the thing: this show isn’t very good. There
are far worse cards out there, but this one is all about the history and
atmosphere than anything else. To be fair, no one knew what this was
going to be at the time and it blew away all the expectations. This felt
like something special and that’s exactly what it was. It’s definitely a
show that you have to see at some point in your life as a fan and you can
feel the history. The show flies by and nothing feels long as only two
matches break ten minutes. Not a great show, but one of the most
important of all time.

Ratings Comparison

Tito Santana vs. Executioner

Original: C

2013 Redo: C-

2015 Redo: D+

King Kong Bundy vs. S.D. Jones

Original: N/A

2013 Redo: N/A

2015 Redo: N/A

Ricky Steamboat vs. Matt Borne

Original: C-

2013 Redo: D+

2015 Redo: D+

Brutus Beefcake vs. David Sammartino

Original: D-



2013 Redo: D+

2015 Redo: D

Junkyard Dog vs. Greg Valentine

Original: D+

2013 Redo: D+

2015 Redo: D

Nikolai Volkoff/Iron Sheik vs. US Express

Original: B-

2013 Redo: C

2015 Redo: C-

Andre the Giant vs. Big John Studd

Original: D+

2013 Redo: D

2015 Redo: F+

Lelani Kai vs. Wendi Richter

Original: B

2013 Redo: D

2015 Redo: D

Hulk Hogan/Mr. T. vs. Paul Orndorff/Roddy Piper

Original: B

2013 Redo: B-

2015 Redo: C+



Overall Rating

Original: C-

2013 Redo: D+

2015 Redo: C-

Forgive me on the first version. It was literally the first review I’ve
ever done so I actually didn’t know what I was doing yet.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/03/08/history-of-wrestlemania-with-kb-
wrestlemania-1-just-a-big-house-show/

And the 2013 Redo:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/03/10/wrestlemania-count-up-wrestleman
ia-i-it-all-starts-with-a-tag-match/

 

Remember to check out my new forum at steelcageforums.com,
follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the 2018 Updated
Version of the History of the WWE Championship in e-book or
paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2018/01/26/new-book-kbs-history-
of-the-wwe-championship-2018-updated-version/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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AEW Revolution 2025: They’re
Keeping It Going
Revolution 2025
Date: March 9, 2025
Location: Crypto.com Arena, Los Angeles, California
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness

It’s time for another major pay per view and in this case, the
card is looking rather stacked. The card is very strong with a
bunch of title and grudge matches, which should make for quite
the nice show. The main event is likely going to be Cope
challenging Jon Moxley for the World Title so let’s get to it.

Zero Hour: Komander/Hologram vs. Lee Johnson/Blake Christian

It’s not a good sign for EJ Nduka, Johnson’s usual partner,
that he isn’t getting this spot. Johnson and Christian jump
them before the bell to start fast but Christian accidentally
elbows Johnson in the face. Komander hurricanranas Christian
to the floor and stereo dives take the villains out. Back in
and stereo running strikes get two on Johnson as we settle
down a bit. Commentary talks about royalties of Tony Schiavone
appearing on Arliss, Komander gets double clotheslined for two
and Christian chokes away on the ropes.

Christian’s springboard is dropkicked down and the diving tag
brings  in  Hologram  to  pick  up  the  pace.  Hologram  takes
Christian up top but gets shoved down, allowing Johnson to hit
a  dive.  Back  in  and  Christian’s  middle  rope  450  sets  up
Johnson’s frog splash for two more. They go to the apron and
Hologram can’t quite poisonrana Christian (that looked nasty)
so it’s a dive onto Komander to leave all four down onto the
floor. Back in and a slingshot cutter sets up a Last Chancery
with Hologram making the save. Komander’s top rope Canadian
Destroyer sets up Hologram’s 450 to pin Christian at 9:54.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2025/03/10/aew-revolution-2025-theyre-keeping-it-going/
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Rating: B. This was a good choice for an opener as there is
always  room  for  a  fast  paced  match  to  let  the  fans  get
interested to start things off. They didn’t waste time here
and just did a bunch of big spots. It doesn’t mean much as far
as any kind of storyline as Hologram doesn’t really have any
and the other three are mainly in ROH, but this was a fun way
to start the night.

Zero  Hour:  Daniel  Garcia/Undisputed  Era  vs.  Shane  Taylor
Promotions

Strong grabs a hammerlock on Bravo to start and it’s quickly
off to O’Reilly to go for an armbar. Cole gets in the right
hands  in  the  corner  as  commentary  goes  into  the  comedy
routines.  Garcia  comes  in  with  a  swinging  neckbreaker  on
Moriarty before a dancing double leg stomp keeps Moriarty
down. Taylor has had it with the waiting around and runs
people over on the floor as we see the Opps watching.

We settle down to Garcia trying to suplex Taylor but the rest
of the Promotions come in for the beatdown. Moriarty stomps
away in the corner and let’s look at the Opps again. Taylor
adds an apron legdrop but Garcia is back up with the belly to
back suplex. That’s enough to bring Cole in to clean house but
Garcia  tags  himself  back  in,  despite  Cole  loading  up  the
Panama Sunrise. The Dragontamer makes Moriarty tap at 9:37.

Rating: C. On Collision, Moriarty, the Ring Of Honor Pure
Champion, was pinned in a singles match. The following night,
Moriarty, still champion, tapped out in a match where he had
three partners. I know Ring Of Honor doesn’t mean much, but
could we stop going out of the way to make it feel worthless
and beneath everything else?

Zero  Hour:  Ring  Of  Honor  World  Title:  Chris  Jericho  vs.
Gravity

Jericho is defending…or he would be if he didn’t hit Gravity
with the baseball bat before the bell. The Learning Tree comes



in to beat Gravity down and Bandido’s save attempt is cut off
as well. No match. Also no mask as Jericho unmasks Gravity and
gives him the Judas Effect. Bandido and Gravity’s family comes
in to cover him. So yes, the feud will continue.

Zero  Hour:  Johnny  TV/MxM  Collection  vs.  Big  Boom
AJ/Conglomeration

The Rizzler, cosplaying as Orange Cassidy, and Big Justice are
here with the non-villains, while Taya Valkyrie is here to
cancel them out. TV dances away from Cassidy to start so
Cassidy  puts  his  hands  in  his  pockets  for  the  dropkick.
Briscoe comes in for a double shoulder before hammering away
in  the  corner.  AJ  does  the  same  so  it’s  off  to  Madden,
allowing Mansoor to cheap shot Cassidy.

The Collection strikes a pose and Mansoor steals the cookies
from the Rizzler and Big Justice. Valkyrie cuts Cassidy off
the top and kisses TV, who stretched Cassidy’s abdominals.
Cassidy  gets  out  and  brings  in  Briscoe,  who  is  quickly
chokeslammed off the top. Briscoe is right back with a missile
dropkick to TV and it’s AJ coming in to clean house.

Madden’s chokeslam is countered into a powerslam for two but
TV is back in to kick AJ down. More kissing ensues but here is
Harley Cameron to cut Valkyrie off. The Powerboom puts TV
down, only for Mansoor to superkick AJ. Mansoor hammers on AJ
in the corner….and Big Justice powerbombs him down for the
save.  Justice  gets  saved  and  a  triple  Powerboom  finishes
Madden at 12:56.

Rating: C+. As was the case last time, AJ being a former
wrestler makes this far easier to watch. We’re not sitting
around for five minutes to wait on him to do three moves and
then let everyone else do their thing. If it draws in some
extra eyes to the product and nothing of note is lost (I love
the  Collection  but  they  don’t  exactly  mean  much),  it’s  a
perfectly fine way to go.



Post match the Murder Machines run in for the beatdown but
Powerhouse Hobbs makes the save. Two actors from the Righteous
Gemstones come in and help with a chokeslam so posing can
ensue.

And now, the main show.

Hangman Page vs. Maxwell Jacob Friedman

The hype package was on the Kickoff Show, showing the two of
them arguing until things got more and more violent. This led
to  MJF  attempting  to  light  Page  on  fire,  as  you  do  in
wrestling. MJF teases coming out to Page’s music for some pre-
match mind games. They slug it out at the bell and Page hits a
running boot in the corner. MJF gets smart by pulling the
referee in the way and using the distraction to get in an eye
rake.

The chinlock doesn’t last long and MJF has to get out of a
sleeper. MJF mocks the cowboy side of Page before catching him
with a powerbomb backbreaker for two. The trash talk makes
Page hammer away but MJF takes him down and says this is HIS
company. Page gets in a knockdown of his own and nips up
(which the camera mostly misses) before kicking him off the
apron. The moonsault to the floor drops MJF again (it feels
like forever since Page busted that out) but he catches Page
with an upside down superkick into an Alabama Slam for two.

A lifting hammerlock DDT gives MJF two and they’re both down
for a bit. Back up and the Deadeye gets two, followed by the
Buckshot Lariat for the same, with MJF putting a foot on the
ropes. MJF bails out to the floor and avoids a charge to send
Page shoulder first into the steps. The Salt Of The Earth goes
on before MJF switches over to a reverse cross armbreaker.

That’s broken up as well and they go outside for a fight over
a Tombstone, with MJF hitting a jumping version onto an open
chair. Page is on his feet to beat the count 1:26 later and
MJF starts crying, shouting WHY NOT ME. The Heatseeker is



countered into a Deadeye and the Angel’s Wings drops MJF on
his head (GEEZ). The Buckshot Lariat finishes for Page at
19:04.

Rating: B. This was good and hard hitting, but what matters
the most is that Page is starting to move up the ranks again.
It would not surprise me to see him getting closer to the
World Title scene and beating MJF is a good step in that
direction. Ignoring the jumping Tombstone onto the chair, it
felt like a fight between two people who wanted to beat each
other up and it made for a good opener to the main show.

We recap Mercedes Mone defending the TBS Title against Momo
Watanabe.  Back  at  Wrestle  Dynasty,  Watanabe  won  a  #1
contenders match and then showed up again a few weeks ago to
announce she was challenging Mone. One decent match against
Serena Deeb later and here we are.

TBS Title: Momo Watanabe vs. Mercedes Mone

Mone is defending. They fight over arm control to start until
Watanabe takes her down. The threat of a kick to the back has
Mone cringing and her armdrag is countered into a crossface
chickenwing.  They  trade  rollups  for  two  each  before  Mone
counters a Meteora into a Bank Statement.

Back up and a Meteora connects to Watanabe in the ropes but
Mone can’t hit a piledriver on the apron. Instead it’s a
powerbomb onto the floor to drop Watanabe hard. Back in and
Mone grabs an armbar but Watanabe reverses into something like
a Deadeye for two. Both of their Three Amigos are blocked, but
Watanabe ties her in the Tree of Woe for some kicks to the
ribs. A running dropkick rocks Mone again and Watanabe mocks
Mone’s dance.

The crossface chickenwing is cut off and Mone hits a quick
Backstabber for a breather. Watanabe kicks away out of the
corner and hits a middle rope Meteora to the apron for two
more.  The  Mone  Maker  is  blocked  so  Mone  settles  for  a



powerbomb for two of their own. They go up top where Watanabe
belly to belly superplexes her for another near fall, followed
by some hard kicks to the face for the same. Mone is back with
a high crossbody for two, setting up the Mone Maker into the
Bank Statement for the tap at 18:18.

Rating: B. These two beat the heck out of each other and it
was  another  rather  good  match  from  Mone,  which  isn’t  a
surprise. Her ability in the ring has never been the issue and
that was on display again here. When you take away everything
outside of the ring from Money, it’s easy to see why she is
presented as a star. Just find something a bit better to set
up the title matches and maybe have Mone be a bit less hard to
watch outside of the ring.

Billie Starkz is watching from the crowd.

We  recap  Swerve  Strickland  vs.  Ricochet  for  the  #1
contendership. Ricochet has been driving Strickland crazy and
has gotten rather violent, including stealing Prince Nana’s
robe. Nana wants the old Strickland back and has basically
threatened to leave if Strickland doesn’t win.

Swerve Strickland vs. Ricochet

Strickland has Prince Nana with him and gets live drummed to
the ring for a bit of a special entrance. They both miss early
shots  to  start  until  Strickland  hits  a  shoulder  to  send
Ricochet outside. Back in and the flip around a bit more until
Strickland hits a backbreaker to take over again. Ricochet is
able to send him face first into the middle buckle, only to be
sent outside for a beating against the barricade.

For some reason Nana tries to call Strickland off and gets
knocked down for some reason. That’s enough for Nana to leave
as Ricochet hits a Lionsault for two. A running cutter drops
Strickland again but has to stop yelling at actress Leslie
Jones at ringside. Strickland fights out of a chinlock and
gets two off a brainbuster.



They go to the top and Strickland is knocked down, setting up
a West Coast Pop for two. A hurricanrana takes Strickland
outside and they go to the announcers’ table. Strickland grabs
a Vertebreaker onto the table, which doesn’t break, setting up
a Swerve Stomp for two. Ricochet is right back up with a low
blow into a brainbuster, followed by the 630 for two more.

Cue Prince Nana again to steal the robe back but Ricochet cuts
him off and steals it back again. Strickland’s dive is cut off
with a Death Valley Driver onto the floor for the scary crash.
Back in and Vertigo gets two but Nana grabs the robe again.
Nana gets in and gets crushed in the corner, leaving Ricochet
to grab a rollup for two. A pair of House Calls gives Ricochet
two and Big Pressure finishes him off at 18:10.

Rating: B-. This was where the near falls went a bit too far,
with both guys getting up from things that should have knocked
them out a lot faster. What matters the most here is that
Swerve won, as he has needed to move back up the ladder for a
few months now. Beating Ricochet and (in theory) getting the
robe back is a good way to go. Not a bad match at all, but
some of the instances of these two getting up was a lot to
take.

Post match Strickland gives Nana the robe back in a nice
moment.

We  recap  Brody  King  challenging  Kazuchika  Okada  for  the
Continental Title. Okada beat King’s partner Buddy Murphy so
now King is getting a title shot of his own.

Continental Title: Brody King vs. Kazuchika Okada

Okada is defending and tries a slam to start for some reason.
King sends him outside but gets hammered on the way back
inside to slow him down again. A forearm puts Okada on the
floor again though and King hammers away, only to miss a
charge. Back in and Okada slams him down but the top rope
elbow is broken up. A top rope superplex drops Okada and a



backdrop does it again.

King hits a suicide dive, setting up the big crash against the
barricade. Back in and Okada misses a dropkick but scores with
a neckbreaker. Now the top rope elbow can connect but the
Rainmaker is countered into a Death Valley Driver into the
corner. They go back to the floor where Okada hits a dropkick
into the barricade. Back in and Okada grabs something made of
metal, which is a distraction so a belt shot can hit King for
two. Another Rainmaker is blocked but Okada knocks him back
and now the Rainmaker can retain the title at 10:57.

Rating: C+. Yeah this didn’t work nearly as well as anything
else on the show so far as it was basically a cold match with
no reason to believe that King was going to win the title.
Okada  was  trying  well  enough  here  but  he  wasn’t  exactly
burning up the mat. It wasn’t a match that needed to be on the
pay per view and the fans seemed to realize that.

We recap the Hurt Syndicate defending the Tag Team Titles
against  the  Outrunners.  The  Syndicate  are  the  dominant
champions and the Outrunners earned a title shot. This is
looking like a one sided title defense on paper, which might
be the point.

Tag Team Titles: Hurt Syndicate vs. Outrunners

The Outrunners are challenging. Benjamin suplexes and slams
Magnum to start and it’s quickly off to Floyd. The Outrunners
actually clear the ring and MVP needs to fire the champions up
a bit. Back in and Benjamin takes over on Magnum in the
corner, where Lashley fires off some shoulders to the ribs.

Benjamin snaps off a German suplex and a running powerslam
gets two. Magnum manages to get in something of a running
bulldog and there’s the tag off to Floyd. The Mega Powers
Elbow hits Benjamin and it’s time for Floyd to Hulk Up. A rope
walk armdrag seems to annoy Benjamin, who kicks Floyd in the
head. Lashley is back in with a spear, followed by another to



let Benjamin get the retaining pin at 8:01.

Rating: C. Remember the previous match not feeling like it
belonged on the pay per view? This was that same case here but
cranked up to about a fifteen out of ten. There was no reason
to believe that the Outrunners were going to win the titles
here and then they just lost clean. That’s how it should have
gone, but it should have been on Collision at best.

We recap Toni Storm vs. Mariah May in the Hollywood Ending
match. May beat Storm for the title, then Storm faked amnesia
and won the title back in Australia last month. Now it’s time
for the big blowoff in a violent fashion.

Women’s Title: Toni Storm vs. Mariah May

Storm  is  defending  and  anything  goes  with  falls  counting
anywhere. The brawl starts on the stage with May getting the
better of things and planting her down for an early two. May
whips out a taser so Luther takes it away, earning himself a
low blow. Storm is back up with a chokebomb off the stage and
through a table for two on the floor. They go to ringside
where May is dropped onto the barricade for a hanging DDT,
only for Storm to miss a running hip attack.

Storm Zero onto the steps knocks Storm silly but May grabs a
chain instead of covering. Storm, who is rather busted open,
is tied in the Tree Of Woe for May’s running hip attack. A
quick German suplex gives Storm a breather…and it’s time for
both of them to tape broken glass to their hands. May gets
punched out to the floor and the broken glass is poured out.
May’s head is busted open but she’s fine enough to get in a
super hurricanrana onto the glass.

Back up and May Day onto the glass gets two, as does Storm’s
Storm Zero. With nothing else working, Storm goes outside and
grabs the shoe, which gets a nice gasp from the fans. Storm
whips her with the title but gets caught with a May Day onto
the stage for two. That’s shrugged off and Storm hits her with



the shoe a bunch of times, setting up the Storm Zero through a
table (with the Hollywood sign) to retain the title at 12:54.

Rating: B+. Sweet goodness this was wild and it felt like the
kind of blowoff to a violent feud that they needed. Yes it was
a bit silly with the shoe and overdone drama, but that was
kind of the point of the whole thing. It’s a big time blowoff
and the way to end the war, though I could also see how it
went a bit too far with the blood. I’m not sure what is next
for Storm, but dang it’s going to be hard to top this one.

Post match May is DONE and Storm holds her, with both of them
covered in blood.

We recap Konosuke Takeshita defending the International Title
against Kenny Omega. Takeshita beat him twice in a week at one
point and then Omega missed a year due to diverticulitis. Now
it’s time for Omega to see if he still has it and can beat an
old rival.

International Title: Konosuke Takeshita vs. Kenny Omega

Takeshita, with Don Callis, is defending. They collide to
start and trade some forearms, with Takeshita getting the
better of things. The fight goes outside with Omega driving
Takeshita back first into the apron. Takeshita fights back and
they head back inside for a DDT. Callis gets in a few shots on
the  floor  and  we  hit  the  chinlock  back  inside.  Takeshita
switches up to the recently repaired abdomen with a knee to
the ribs, followed by the shoulders to the ribs in the corner.

A table (of course) is loaded up at ringside but Omega is back
with some hard chops. You Can’t Escape is broken up as Omega
is shoved off the barricade for a ribs first crash to put him
down again. We hit the bodyscissors back inside but Omega
fights up and hits a spinning middle rope crossbody. Omega
strikes away and now You Can’t Escape connects for two. Callis
grabs  Omega’s  leg  to  cut  that  off  though  and  a  Cactus
Clothesline  sends  them  both  outside.



Takeshita’s release German suplex drops Omega again and Callis
joins commentary because we’re just that lucky. Omega fights
up again and turns the table over, only to get dropped ribs
first onto the underside of the table. Another drop onto the
side of the table sets up a backsplash back inside as the ribs
are crushed even more. Takeshita misses a Swanton to give
Omega a breather and he grabs a dragon suplex.

The V Trigger into a powerbomb sets up another V Trigger for
two on Takeshita and they’re both down. The Blue Thunder Bomb
gives Takeshita two but Omega catches him on top and hits a
springboard sunset bomb. Another V Trigger connects but the
ribs give out on a One Winged Angel attempt.

Back to back piledrivers give Takeshita two and a pair of
running knees give Takeshita two and one each. Omega is back
up with a Texas piledriver for two of his own and they’re both
down again. Another V Trigger is blocked so Omega goes with a
poisonrana instead. Now the V Trigger connects so Callis tries
to intervene, only for Omega to grab a crucifix for the pin
and the title at 28:32.

Rating: B+. This is how it should have gone with Omega getting
to show that he is still able to do it at the highest level.
They told a good story here with Omega’s ribs being banged up
and slowing him down but he caught Takeshita with a rollup at
the moment. It was a heck of a match and a good sign that
Omega is still able to be one of the top stars around here.

Omega gets a bunch of pyro as he slowly pulls himself up to
leave.

We recap Will Ospreay vs. Kyle Fletcher. They were friends in
Japan but Don Callis got in Fletcher’s ear, setting off a
months long feud. Fletcher beat him, then Ospreay beat him, so
now it’s time to do it in a cage to see the two of them face
off one on one.

Will Ospreay vs. Kyle Fletcher



In  a  cage  with  pin/submission  only  and  Don  Callis  is  on
commentary. They go straight to the slugout to start with
Fletcher getting the better of things. Neither of them can
send the other into the cage so Fletcher goes with a hard
clothesline. The Stundog Millionaire gives Ospreay a breather
but  Fletcher  sends  him  into  the  cage.  Ospreay  is  already
busted open and Fletcher licks the blood off the cage, as you
do.

Back up and Ospreay sends him into the cage a few times before
nailing a standing moonsault for two. Fletcher snaps off a
half and half suplex for a needed breather and it’s time to
take the turnbuckle pad off. Ospreay gets sent into the buckle
for a running kick to the head but is right back with a Cheeky
Nandos Kick. They both go up and Fletcher is rammed into the
cage a few times, setting up a twisting moonsault for two.

Fletcher is back up with a running boot to the face to send
Ospreay into the cage again, setting up a sitout powerbomb for
two. Fletcher is busted open as well so a rather pleased
Ospreay fires off the Kawada kicks. They trade kicks to the
head until Fletcher nails a brainbuster for two. Cue Mark
Davis to send in a bag of weapons but Ospreay takes it away
and beats on Fletcher with a barbed wire baseball bat.

Fletcher  throws  up  the  United  Empire  hand  sign  for  a
distraction, allowing him to hit a low blow. A Hidden Blade
into the Stormbreaker gets two as Davis comes in to make the
save. Osprey fights up again and knocks Davis outside so the
cage door can be locked again. An Oscutter off the cage gives
Ospreay two so Fletcher climbs up, where he finds the fabled
screwdriver. A stab to the head hits Ospreay, but a second
misses, allowing Ospreay to try the Styles Clash (37 seconds
after he was STABBED IN THE HEAD with a screwdriver).

That’s broken up as well and Fletcher hits a brainbuster,
followed by another onto an open chair for two. Now we get the
bag of thumbtacks but Ospreay reverses a suplex (1:23 after



the brainbuster onto the steel chair) into a hurricanrana. The
Styles Clash onto the tacks gives Ospreay two and they fight
to the top of the cage. This time Ospreay stabs Fletcher with
the screwdriver and it’s a super Spanish Fly off the cage to
drive Fletcher into the tacks. Fletcher is up to yell about
how much he hates Ospreay so it’s the Hidden Blade into the
Tiger Driver 91 to give Ospreay the pin at 28:59.

Rating: B-. Yeah they lost me here more than a few times and
it wasn’t the showdown that it needed to be. Some of the
things that they were doing was a bit too much and it should
have been cut down by a few minutes. Ospreay winning here is a
great  sign  for  him  though,  and  hopefully  this  wraps  up
everything he is doing with Callis, because it’s going to be
hard to top something like this.

Some of the cast of Queen Of The Ring is here and want you to
see the movie.

We recap Cope challenging Jon Moxley for the AEW World Title.
Moxley is holding the title hostage and being all evil so Cope
is trying to get it away. Cope has been smart enough to take
out the Death Riders, though he left Wheeler Yuta standing.
That never sounds like a good idea.

AEW World Title: Cope vs. Jon Moxley

Cope is challenging and the fans sing his song in a nice
moment. They slug it out to start, both from their feet and
then from their knees before going back to their feet. Cope
knocks him outside for a dive from the top, setting up the
clothesline off the apron. Moxley fights back and sends him
into the barricade over and over, setting up a neckbreaker
onto the apron for two. Some crossface shots keep Cope in
trouble and Moxley knocks him down again…as we see the Opps
watching.

Cope gets back up with a quick Impaler for a breather and the
clothesline comeback is on. The top rope superplex gives Cope



two and the Grindhouse goes on (to SILENCE from the crowd).
That’s broken up and Cope spears him through the ropes to the
floor, only for Moxley to whip him into the steps. The floor
mats are peeled back but the piledriver is cut off. Instead
Moxley  hits  a  stomp  onto  the  concrete,  followed  by  a
piledriver  for  two  back  inside.

The bulldog choke has Cope in more trouble but he eventually
makes it over to the rope for the break. The referee has to
take the chair away and Cope gets kicked into him, meaning
there is no one to count after the Paradigm Shift. Moxley
tries a Conchairto but Cope kicks one of the chairs into his
face for a breather.

Cue Wheeler Yuta to knee Cope down (of course) so here is Jay
White to even things out a bit. White steals the briefcase
from Moxley but accidentally knocks Cope out, giving Moxley a
rather close two. Back up and the spear gives Cope two so he
hits a few more spears….and Christian Cage pulls the referee
out. Cage knocks Cope silly with the contract, which he then
signs to make this a three way title match.

AEW World Title: Cope vs. Jon Moxley vs. Christian Cage

Moxley is still defending and Cage hits a spear for two on
Cope. The Killswitch hits Cope but Moxley is back in to grab
the bulldog choke on Cage. That’s enough for Cage to go out
and Moxley retains at 26:34.

Rating: C. Oh this didn’t work and the fans were letting them
know about it until the cash-in woke them up for a bit. This
was about Moxley beating the fire out of Cope and then Cope
hitting a bunch of spears to not much success. In other words,
Moxley wins again and does so against a fresh Cage because
Moxley continues to be the most dominant person ever while
everyone else is stupid. Not a good main event, but it wasn’t
exactly feeling great in the weeks building up to it either.

Moxley goes to leave the arena but runs into Prince Nana.



Swerve Strickland dives out of the crowd to take him down and
end the show.

Overall Rating: B+. There were weak points on this show but
the stuff that worked did work very well. I had a good time
with the show and it felt like the kind of pay per view that
built up AEW’s reputation in the first place. Other than maybe
the main event, there was pretty much nothing weak with some
matches that you might have liked even more. It was a very
good show with one solid match after another and that’s what a
show like this should be. AEW is on a roll right now and this
was another step in that pretty great run.

Results
Komander/Hologram  b.  Lee  Johnson/Blake  Christian  –  450  to
Christian
Daniel  Garcia/Undisputed  Era  b.  Shane  Taylor  Promotions  –
Dragontamer to Moriarty
Big  Boom  AJ/Conglomeration  b.  Johnny  TV/MxM  Collection  –
Triple Powerboom to Madden
Hangman Page b. Maxwell Jacob Friedman – Buckshot Lariat
Mercedes Mone b. Momo Watanabe – Bank Statement
Swerve Strickland b. Ricochet – Big Pressure
Kazuchika Okada b. Brody King – Rainmaker
Hurt Syndicate b. Outrunners – Spear to Magnum
Toni Storm b. Mariah May – Storm Zero through a table
Kenny Omega b. Konosuke Takeshita – Crucifix
Will Ospreay b. Kyle Fletcher – Tiger Driver 91
Jon Moxley b. Christian Cage and Cope – Bulldog choke to Cage

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


 

AEW Revolution 2025 Preview
We’re back on pay per view and that means it’s time to get
ready for a bunch of matches, some of which have been built up
rather well. What matters the most here is that we have some
big matches on top and I’m interested in where a lot of this
card is going. AEW has been doing well as of late and if they
can stick the landing with the important show, things could be
looking way up. Let’s get to it.

Kickoff  Show:  Big  Boom  AJ/Orange  Cassidy/Mark  Briscoe  vs.
Johnny TV/MxM Collection

I’m still not big on the Costco Guys but they’re celebrities
(work with me here) and AJ is at least a former wrestler so
it’s  not  some  big  mess.  This  isn’t  something  I’m  overly
looking forward to and I could really go for something better
for both Briscoe and Cassidy. That being said, this is going
to get quite a bit of attention and that’s the reason it is on
the show in the first place.

Naturally the good guys win here, as there is pretty much no
reason to bring the Costco Guys onto the show if they’re going
to lose. It’s smart to have some other people out there to the
bulk of the match but we’ll see stuff from AJ’s son and the
Rizzler and that’s all AEW wants out of this. If they keep
this relatively short, it has the potential to be perfectly
harmless fun which could benefit AEW quite well.

Kickoff  Show:  Daniel  Garcia/Undisputed  Kingdom  vs.  Shane
Taylor Promotions
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Apparently it’s time to act like the Promotions count again,
as for some reason they’re being dragged out more and more
frequently in recent weeks. I’m not sure why anyone would
expect THIS TIME to be the one instance where it works out but
AEW has done some stranger things. This is also going to be
more about Adam Cole getting a TNT Title shot against Garcia
down the line, but we can worry about that later.

As worried as I am about the idea of Shane Taylor pinning
Garcia here to get himself a title shot, I’ll play it safe and
say that Cole pins one of the Infantry so the good guys win.
There is at least something of a point to this match, but it
feels like something that should be taking place around 9:10
on any given edition of Collision. That’s kind of the point of
the Kickoff Show, but having this added at the last minute was
more “well of course they added in something else” rather than
making me want to see it.

Kickoff Show: Ring Of Honor World Title: Chris Jericho(c) vs.
Gravity

It’s still not a good sign when your biggest claim to fame is
that you are the brother of the star (just ask Ryan Nemeth).
Gravity is back and for some reason this feud is continuing
after Jericho already beat Bandido in their title match. I
still have no idea what the endgame is for Jericho but I’m
starting to believe that they’re just killing time until Eddie
Kingston is back.

Naturally Jericho wins here, as Gravity doesn’t exactly have
the pull to make this work. No matter how you look at it,
Gravity is a talented guy but he is known for being Bandido’s
brother more than anything he has done in the ring so far.
That isn’t enough for him to win the title and this is a match
that really did not need to be added to the show. Jericho
being around is good, but in what should be a no issue title
defense on the pre-show? That’s the best spot you have for
him?



Tag Team Titles: Hurt Syndicate(c) vs. Outrunners

This one actually intrigues me a bit as I have no idea why the
Outrunners are being given this shot. They’re the fun team and
on paper, this is a total squash. I’m not sure why in the
world you would have the popular team lose in a match like
this, which has me wondering if AEW is thinking about trying
something crazy here. The more I think about it, the more
crazy I realize that sounds so we’ll move on.

I’ll go with the sane pick and say the Syndicate retains the
titles here because…well why wouldn’t they? The Syndicate has
been presented as a major team and outside of some major
shenanigans, there is no reason to act like the Outrunners are
on their level. This should be a squash and I’m really not
sure why it’s taking place on pay per view. Maybe they have
something wacky planned, but the Syndicate should absolutely
be retaining here.

TBS Title: Mercedes Mone(c) vs. Momo Watanabe

Here  we  have  one  of  AEW’s  favorites:  bringing  someone  in
mainly on the strength of what they have done in another
promotion, having them win a match or two and then putting
them right in the title picture. That isn’t the best way to go
as it presents the obvious issue: talent aside (and she has
it), there is no reason to care about Watanabe. She’s just
there for the sake of Mone having an international opponent
and that’s not exactly thrilling.

Of course I’ll take Mone to retain, as she has been the
champion for what feels like the better part of ever and
hopefully AEW is building up for a big moment when she finally
loses the title. Watanabe isn’t the right person to do that
and even though the match is likely to be quite good from a
technical standpoint, it’s hard to get interested in something
which feels this thrown together.

Continental Title: Kazuchika Okada(c) vs. Brody King



So the House Of Black broke up thanks to Black leaving the
company and now Brody King and Buddy Matthews are getting to
lose over and over. I don’t know if this is supposed to be
some kind of weird punishment to Black’s former partners or
what, but it’s one of the weirdest booking choices that I’ve
seen in AEW in a long time. That should explain where this is
going.

There is no reason to believe that Okada is going to lose here
as King is just being thrown out there for the sake of putting
the title match on the show. That’s not the best idea, just
like King losing again isn’t but here we are for some reason.
Okada will retain here as it seems like he is coming up on a
big title showdown with Kenny Omega at All In, meaning he
isn’t losing a mostly cold match to King here.

Will Ospreay vs. Kyle Fletcher

This is inside of a steel cage and PLEASE let it be the end of
Ospreay vs. the Don Callis Family. I know I’ve been saying
that for the better part of a year now, but that’s because THE
FEUD  IS  STILL  GOING.  Thankfully  they  have  at  least  been
teasing that Ospreay wants to get into the World Title picture
and my goodness would it be overdue. There is no reason for
these sides to be feuding with each other any longer and this
very well may be the big blowoff.

As strong of a possibility as it seems, I see no reason for
Fletcher to win here, as if it is the big ending, it should be
Ospreay getting the win to blow the thing off. Ospreay being
the superhero who gets to finish his former friend by possibly
going all violent for once should work out well. That’s what
we should be getting here, but it would not stun me for
Fletcher to win and somehow keep it going.

Swerve Strickland vs. Ricochet

For the #1 contendership and that opens up some interesting
questions. On one hand, I can’t imagine Ricochet getting a



title shot against Jon Moxley, but I’m also not sure I can see
Cope getting the title. That doesn’t leave many options, but
it could give us quite the nice moment. It sets up a good
possibility and I think that might just be where it goes, as
it should (maybe).

I’ll  take  Strickland  winning  here,  just  because  I  can’t
imagine Ricochet getting a title shot against Moxley, nor can
I picture Cope winning. Strickland would be a good choice to
get back into the main event picture, but dang they have been
teasing the idea of Prince Nana turning on Strickland hard
lately. It’s a pick I don’t expect to work, but I’ll go with
Strickland winning here.

Women’s Title: Toni Storm(c) vs. Mariah May

This is literally being described as the (Hollywood) Ending
and that means we should be done with this feud once and for
all. That seemed to be what we were seeing last month but
instead here we are again for a rubber match. Storm got her
big win back on her home turf at Grand Slam and she kind of
has it again here, which makes things more interesting. The
violence could help as well here and we are all but promised
to see it taking place.

I’m not sure I can see a reason for Storm to lose here so I’ll
go with her retaining the title in a brutal match. May is
going to be needing to do something else after a loss here,
but there is little reason to put the title on her again. The
story needs to wrap up here and move on, possibly with Storm
finding a fresh challenger. The May feud has been going on way
too long now and it’s time for something new after she wins
here.

International Title: Konosuke Takeshita (c) vs. Kenny Omega

Here we have part of a pretty long running feud with Takeshita
having gotten the better of Omega for a long time. That opens
up some options, but they may have spoiled the whole thing



with Omega’s staredown with Okada. Maybe it’s just false hope,
but egads I could go for the two of them facing off in a title
unification match. That needs something to happen first though
and that might be what we are going to see here.

I’ll take Omega winning here, as Takeshita has long since
proven that he is one of the best things going in AEW today,
but Omega needs to establish that he still has it. Winning a
big  match  over  someone  who  has  beaten  him  multiple  times
before would certainly accomplish that and if we just have to
get a really good match out of it, oh well. Takeshita is going
to be fine, but Omega doesn’t likely have much time left in
the ring so seeing him win the title here would be the right
way to go.

Maxwell Jacob Friedman vs. Hangman Page

This is the ultra personal match on the show, even if they
might have gone a bit nuts with MJF trying to burn Page alive
on Dynamite. It’s the kind of match that should make for a
good showdown as they both have the resumes and skill to make
it feel big. I’m hoping they haven’t built things up too hard
with what they have been doing because that could bring them
down in a hurry.

Geez I’m not sure on this one but I’ll go with Page winning,
as he seems to be on more of an upward trajectory and needs
the win to keep that going. It wouldn’t stun me to see him
move towards the Death Riders and possibly a World Title feud
(perhaps with Swerve Strickland at his side). Beating MJF
would be a great step in that direction, though I’m not sure
where that leaves MJF. Page wins here, and then we’ll see
where things go.

AEW World Title: Jon Moxley(c) vs. Cope

I guess we have to do this one too due to reasons. This isn’t
a match that has me overly interested and a lot of that is due
to the Death Riders still being one of the least interesting



storylines I’ve seen in a long time. Cope has been taking them
out one by one, which means they’re either going to come back
and  save  Moxley  here  or  Moxley  is  going  to  win  anyway,
possibly  with  the  help  of  Wheeler  Yuta,  the  last  Rider
standing. Or they go with what feels like the more obvious
result.

After so many months of Moxley dominating the World Title
scene,  it  feels  like  it’s  time  for  that  to  keep  going,
possibly, or even likely, with Jay White turning on Cope to
cost him the title. That feels like something that been set up
for a little while now and while it feels predictable, that
doesn’t mean it isn’t where things are going. Cope winning the
title doesn’t feel right, meaning Moxley gets to keep the
forever reign going.

Overall Thoughts

Normally I try to get through the weaker main card matches
first, but the more I looked at this card, the more stacked
the whole thing feels. There are only a few weak spots in the
whole thing and if AEW does this the right way, we could be in
for a heck of a show. What matters the most here is the
possibility of some feel good moments, which have been sorely
lacking from AEW PPVs in recent months. Just let the fans have
a good time for once and we can see where things go from
there. Revolution looks solid on paper though and that’s a
nice thing to see.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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