Dynamite - July 13, 2022:
Classic

Dynamite
Date: July 13, 2022

Location: Enmarket Arena, Savannah, Georgia
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

We're on the way to Death Before Dishonor and thankfully the
build for that show hasn’t taken everything over like the
Forbidden Door stuff did. It’s the first of four Fyter Fest
shows and the Tag Team Titles are on the line as the Young
Bucks defend against Swerve Strickland/Keith Lee and Team Taz.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

TINT Title: Wardlow vs. Orange Cassidy

Cassidy is challenging, with the Best Friends in his corner
(complete with managers’ licenses). They go with the test of
strength to start and Cassidy puts his hands in his
pockets...which are torn off by Wardlow. Now Wardlow’s straps
come down...with Cassidy putting them right back up. The
Powerbomb Symphony is broken up and Cassidy snaps off a
headscissors but comes up favoring his eye. The referee checks
on him, allowing Chuck Taylor to whip out A CHAINSAW.

Believe it or not, that’s enough for an ejection, with Wardlow
blocking a quick Orange Punch attempt. The lazy kicks annoy
Wardlow and he misses a charge to the floor. Cassidy has to
slip out of an apron powerbomb, leaving Wardlow to choke an
interfering Danhausen. Back in and an overhead belly to belly
sends Cassidy flying as we take a break.
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We come back with Cassidy driving him into the corner but
Wardlow hits the F1l0...for two, making Cassidy the first person
to ever kick out of it. Another powerbomb is countered into a
hurricanrana and there’s the Orange Punch. The Beach Break
connects for two but another Orange Punch is countered into
powerbomb to retain the title at 11:44.

Rating: B-. This was a good example of a match that got a lot
better once they dropped the nonsense with the Best Friends
(and some with Cassidy). Once you let Cassidy do his thing,
you can get a nice match, especially with him fighting from
underneath. Wardlow won as he should have, but Cassidy was
hardly destroyed.

Respect is shown post match.

Quick look at Pac retaining the All-Atlantic Title at a Rev
Pro show in England.

Here is Chris Jericho for a chat. He'’'s here talking as Chris
Jericho the man, not the rock star. Jericho 1is here to talk
about Eddie Kingston, who is such a rotten friend. We hear
about how Kingston'’s friends are always getting hurt or
injured, from Santana and Bryan Danielson to Ruby Soho.
Jericho: “You need to take better care of your chicks Eddie.”

Now it’s time for a barbed wire match because Kingston is a
mark for Sabu and Terry Funk but how many barbed wire matches
has he been in? Jericho had a barbed wire match at 22 and
knows how it tastes. Now it’s time for Kingston to face the
Painmaker because it’s time for both of them to bleed in the
final fight. This was the hard push to the match and while I
still roll my eyes at the barbed wire stuff, Jericho sold it
well.

Post break, Eddie Kingston gets very close to the camera and
promises to make Jericho bleed every drop of his blood. Ruby
Soho and Ortiz are behind him and don’t seem overly pleased.



Konosuke Takeshita vs. Jon Moxley

Non-title, but a title eliminator match and William regal 1is
on commentary. Moxley works on the arm to start before they
trade shoulders. A headlock takeover puts Takeshita down but
they’'re back up for a double chop off. Moxley runs him over
and we hit a rather loose STF. With that broken up they head
to the apron, where a German suplex drops Moxley. He's right
back up and knocks Takeshita silly as we take a break.

Back with Moxley stomping away at a bleeding Takeshita. They
get back up for a slugout, with Moxley being sent into the
corner for a running big boot. A brainbuster gives Takeshita
two but his frog splash hits raised knees. They slug it out
again until Takeshita snaps off a hurricanrana to send him
outside. There’'s the big no hands flip dive as Takeshita 1is
holding his arm. Back in and Takeshita's frog splash connects
for two, followed by a Blue Thunder Bomb for the same. The
Death Rider 1is countered into a German suplex to give
Takeshita two more but Moxley pulls him into the bulldog choke
for the tap at 13:07.

Rating: B+. They beat the heck out of each other here and it
was a pretty awesome match, with Moxley having to survive
instead of just running over Takeshita. AEW has something with
Takeshita if they want to go somewhere with him, as he can
hang with anyone and the fans are into him. Find a story with
him and go from there.

The House of Black doesn’t think much of Darby Allin and blame
him for his problems.

Griff Garrison vs. Luchasaurus

Before the match, Christian Cage talks about how he just
doesn’t like the Varsity Blonds, especially when Brian Pillman
Jr.'s father was average at best. Christian would be so
disappointed to see that his final legacy in wrestling is a
failure like his son. As for Garrison, Christian doesn’t like



a publicity picture that he put up this week because it makes
him look like Jungle Boy. That's too much for Luchasaurus, who
stomps to the ring to start the beating. Luchasaurus drops him
hard and a pair of chokeslams set up the Snare Trap variation
(now dubbed the Tar Pit) for the tap at 1:34.

Post match Luchasaurus knocks Pillman out and puts him on the
table, with Garrison being chokeslammed onto Pillman and
through the table (on the second try).

The Jericho Appreciation Society aren’t happy with being in a
shark cage next week and want Eddie Kingston’s friends in one
of their own. Tony Schiavone 1is threatened with a comb until
Daniel Garcia says Wheeler Yuta is doing a Garcia impression.

All OQut is coming to Chicago on September 4.

The Dark Order interrupts Hangman Page, who wants to fight the
House of Black. Page goes along with it, despite it not
seeming to be his original idea.

Jake Hager vs. Claudio Castagnoli

Castagnoli uppercuts him fast and tries a Neutralizer and
swing within the first ten seconds but Hager gets outside.
Back in and Castagnoli counters the ankle lock into a 619 for
two. A dropkick to the knee sets up a bulldog for two on Hager
but he’'s back with some body shots to the ribs to put
Castagnoli down. There’s a beal to send Castagnoli flying,
setting up the Vader bomb for two more.

We take a break and come back with Castagnoli hitting the
springboard uppercut for a double knockdown. They fight to the
floor with Castagnoli hitting a running uppercut against the
barricade. Back in and it’'s the giant swing into a
Sharpshooter, with Hager calling out the rest of the Society.
The distraction lets Hager plant Castagnoli down for two but
he tries another Sharpshooter. That'’s broken up by another
Society distraction so Castagnoli goes with a pop up uppercut.



The Riccola Bomb finishes Hager at 11:44.

Rating: B-. This was looking like a squash to start but they
took their time and let Hager get in some offense of his own.
That being said, Castagnoli never felt like he was in any
trouble and won with his signature stuff in the end.
Castagnoli continues to look like a monster around here and
that should work well once he finally gets into a serious
feud.

Hook won’'t comment when asked about a possible title shot.
We look at Thunder Rosa getting pinned in Japan.

Thunder Rosa 1is ready to have a rematch here in America for
the title. She and Toni Storm are ready to face anyone so here
are Britt Baker and Jamie Hayter to say they’re back. This
place is a natural disaster without them (Baker: “Get it?")
but luckily they know how to deal with these things. Rebel
pops in with a sandbag, which Baker hands to Tony and says
enjoy carrying it for a month.

Serena Deeb vs. Anna Jay

Jay is the home state girl. Deeb takes her to the mat to start
and we hit the headlock, followed by a shoulder to put her
down. Jay gets in a shot of her own and hits a running
Blockbuster. Something like a reverse Rings of Saturn has Jay
in trouble until she stacks Deeb up for two. The Queenslayer
is broken up with a throat snap across the top and a
fisherman’s neckbreaker gives Deeb two.

We take a break and come back with Jay firing off some running
elbows and a northern lights suplex for two. The Queenslayer
is broken up again and Deeb rolls her up for two more. They
don’t quite get a backdrop into a rollup right so Deeb grabs a
weird hold as she looks like she's setting up a Code Red but
sits down on Jay’s neck and cranks on the arms. That's broken
up and Jay misses a charge, only to come back with the



Queenslayer again. With that escaped as well, the Serenity
Lock makes Jay tap at 8:22.

Rating: C+. Deeb was doing a lot of the work here but they did
a good job of keeping Jay looking strong. She isn’t great at
what she does yet but she here a few things that she can do
well and it worked here. Nice match and that’s all it needed
to be, even with Jay having to tap in front of her
hometown(ish) crowd.

Post match Deeb keeps the hold on until Mercedes Martinez runs
in for the save.

Jade Cargill and the Baddies aren’t happy with Athena and Kris
Statlander, but they also want Leila Grey to know her place.

We run down the Death Before Dishonor card.

Jay Lethal comes to the commentary desk and promises to win
the Ring Of Honor TV Title.

Anna Jay is getting her knee looked at when Tay Conti comes in
to mock her for not being on TV very much.

Tag Team Titles: Keith Lee/Swerve Strickland vs. Team Taz vs.
Young Bucks

The Bucks are defending and Matt tries a superkick on Lee, who
just stares at him. Nick comes in instead and trades flippy
counters with Strickland until they both go outside. Stereo
dropkick attempts don’t go anywhere so they’re back inside
with Nick armdragging him into an armbar. Starks comes in and
walks the top rope, as does Nick.

Both of those are broken up with a double crotching, leaving
Matt to try to northern lights suplex Hobbs and Lee at the
same time. Everything breaks down and Lee kind of suplexes
Matt and Starks at the same time (this works a bit better).
Starks tags himself back in to dropkick Swerve and we take a
break.



Back with Lee coming in off the hot tag and cleaning house,
but Nick slips out of the powerbomb. Hobbs and Lee hit stereo
crossbodies before Hobbs goes up. Lee shoves him off and hits
a heck of a frog splash for two with a save being needed. Team
Taz is back in with Nick being put in an electric chair,
allowing Starks to walk the rope for a cutter. Swerve tags
himself back in and clotheslines Matt but it’s time for the
Bucks to clean house with superkicks.

The referee gets bumped and the Bucks grab the titles, only to
have Swerve take one away. Swerve can’t bring himself to use
it though and it’s the Bucks cleaning house with the titles. A
belt shot doesn’t pin Swerve so it’'s the BTE Trigger, with
Starks making the save. Lee breaks up the Meltzer Driver and
it’s a powerbomb/Swerve Stomp combination for two, with Team
Taz making the save.

Hobbs starts spinebustering people including a bunch of people
being stacked onto Lee. Starks spears Swerve for two with Nick
making his own save. Matt loses a shoe so Lee knocks the Bucks
outside with it. Hobbs gets dumped to the floor and Swerve
uses Lee’s chest as a launchpad for a moonsault. Back in and
the Swerve Stomp crushes Starks for the pin and the titles at
13:04.

Rating: A-. And I had a long post thought out about how the
Bucks never lose and the near falls were all a waste of time
before the titles were retained. This was all action once it
got going and that is a very fun way to spend a good chunk of
the night. The surprise alone gave this an upgrade as I was
actually shocked by the ending. Well done here and an awesome
match.

Overall Rating: A-. Nothing bad, an actual surprise on the
ending, and more than a few awesome matches. This was a great
show that just kept going with the good stuff. It set up some
things for the next few shows and if those are anything close
to this, we should be in for a great few weeks. Pretty great



show here and worth a look up and down the card.

Results

Wardlow b. Orange Cassidy — Powerbomb

Jon Moxley b. Konosuke Takeshita — Bulldog choke

Luchasaurus b. Griff Garrison — Tar Pit

Claudio Castagnoli b. Jake Hager — Riccola Bomb

Serena Deeb b. Anna Jay — Serenity Lock

Keith Lee/Swerve Strickland b. Young Bucks and Team Taz -
Swerve Stomp to Starks

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

New Column: It Makes
Summerslam Sense

This year fits the show’s weird history.
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lam-sense/

Summerslam Count-Up - 2005
(2020 Redo):

Summerslam 2005

Date: August 21, 2005

Location: MCI Center, Washington DC.

Attendance: 18,156

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Tazz, Michael Cole, Jonathan

Coachman

It’s a big show here with a card that doesn’t quite live up to the hype.
We have a huge main event between Hulk Hogan and Shawn Michaels, but
after that it’'s kind of a downgrade with Rey Mysterio vs. Eddie Guerrero
with a kid (symbolically) above the ring. The World Title matches see
John Cena defending against Chris Jericho and JBL challenging Batista in
a No Holds Barred match. Maybe they can make it work though so let’s get
to it.

Lilian Garcia sings the Star Spangled Banner.

The opening video looks at the big matches, which works a bit better.
Granted that might be because it’'s set to Remedy by Seether and I always
liked that song. Shawn vs. Hogan gets its own section of the video,
because nothing on this show comes close to it (fair enough).

US Title: Chris Benoit vs. Orlando Jordan

Jordan is defending and it’s a German suplex into the Crossface to make
Benoit champion in 25 seconds. Now THAT is how you wake a crowd up while
giving Jordan exactly what he deserved in Honky Tonk Man style.
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Vickie Guerrero comes in to see Eddie and asks him to calm down. This
isn’t about Dominic because it’'s all about Eddie not being able to beat
Rey. Eddie wants someone to carry on the Guerrero legacy and Vickie talks
about him having a heart of gold. But there’s also an evil inside of him
that won’t leave Rey alone. Eddie: “So now you don’t think I can beat
Rey?” Eddie throws her out and reassures himself that he’ll win.

We recap Matt Hardy vs. Edge. Lita left Matt for Edge while Matt was hurt
and then he was released. Matt invaded Raw a few times to get at Edge but
then he was rehired and it was just Matt Hardy again. Tonight is the big
fight.

Matt Hardy vs. Edge

Hardy runs to the ring and starts the fight on the floor as it feels like
Matt wants to kill him. They get inside with Matt hammering away and a
loud HARDY chant. Matt grabs a rear naked choke but Edge gets to the
ropes and then back outside. Back in and Edge hits a headbutt to put Matt
on the ropes as the fans are all over Lita.

A spear through the ropes puts them back on the floor but Matt hammers
away with right hands to the head. More right hands in the corner have
Edge in trouble so he drops Matt face first onto the post to knock him
silly. Even Lita looks concerned as Matt is busted open. Matt can barely

stand so Edge kicks him in the head...and the referee stops it.

Rating: D+. So yeah Matt comes back, gets in a few shots, and then gets
busted open for a referee stoppage in five minutes. The first minute or
so felt like a war but then it was little more than a hard hitting match
with one big spot. This is the kind of thing that needed to go about
eighteen minutes with both of them bleeding, but that would suggest that
Matt was something important, rather than just a way to get Edge over. I
can go with that as Matt is Matt and Edge has been a near main eventer
for a long time now, but this was a major disappointment after the setup.

We recap Eddie Guerrero vs. Rey Mysterio. Eddie can’t beat Rey and has
been driven completely crazy over jealousy and his failures. Therefore,
Eddie is going to try something else so he brought up that Rey’s son

Dominic was really Eddie’s biological son. Eddie wanted Dominic, but a



social worker said they had to settle this, so a ladder match was made
instead.

Rey Mysterio vs. Eddie Guerrero

Tony Chimel: “The following contest is a ladder match for the custody of
Dominic!” And that’s your most ridiculous ring introduction of all time.
Dominic and the social worker are in the front row so Eddie goes over to
them for a rather evil smile. Rey comes out and hugs Dominic so Eddie
goes over and shakes the social worker’s hand. We’'re ready to go and

Eddie talks a lot of trash as they stare each other down to start.

Eddie gets in a cheap shot to knock Rey into the corner but Rey monkey
flips him out to the floor. A whip sends Rey into the ladder though and
he has to springboard in with a dropkick to knock Eddie off. Eddie goes
to get another ladder so Rey dropkicks that one into his face, followed
by a springboard seated senton to the floor. Back in and Eddie saves
Rey’s climb with a sunset bomb but he can’t hold on, making it look
rather messy. Eh to be fair that'’s a pretty tricky spot.

Eddie hits him in the ribs and face with the ladder before sandwiching
Rey between some ladders. The fans know what’s coming and are rather
pleased with the slingshot hilo onto a ladder onto Rey onto another
ladder. Rey gets up and uses a ladder to bridge his way up top to cut
Eddie off, including a backdrop onto the bridged ladder. The crash bangs
up Rey’s knee so he climbs rather slowly, allowing Eddie to dropkick the
ladder out and hurt the knee even more.

Eddie reverse powerbombs him ribs first into the ladder on the top rope
and there’s that evil smile again. That'’s enough for another climb but
Dominic comes in to shake the ladder. That just annoys Eddie so he yells
at Dominic and demands a hug. Eddie: “I’'m your new daddy now!” Eddie goes
to hit him but Rey makes the save as Dominic is back with the social
worker who let him jump the barricade and interfere in a violent match.

Rey sends him into a ladder and then 619s said ladder into Eddie’s face,
only to hurt the knee again. The knee is ok enough to Drop The Dime onto
a ladder onto Eddie and then load up the ladder again. Eddie climbs up
the same side for an electric chair but Rey shows him how to do the



sunset bomb for the huge crash. Rey goes up again and grabs the case but
Eddie kicks the ladder out and pulls Rey down into a big spinebuster.

With Rey pinned under the ladder, Eddie goes up but stops to talk a lot

of trash. He can’t unhook the thing anyway, allowing Rey to wiggle free
and kick the ladder over. Apparently Vickie was supposed to run in there
and missed the cue, explaining why Eddie couldn’t understand how a hook
worked. Eddie is back up with Three Amigos, including the third onto the
ladder. That means another climb but this time Vickie comes out for the
save as she shoves the ladder over. Vickie pulls Eddie back so Rey can

climb p and win.

Rating: B. It’'s rather good with some big crashes, but the Vickie/Dominic
stuff was too much and brought the match down. Rey vs. Eddie is something
you can watch all day, especially if Eddie is all evil, but they could
have come up with something better than a ladder match for custody
papers. It was too far and became dumb rather than dramatic, which

defeats a lot of the purpose.

Post match Vickie is relieved and Rey hits Eddie with a briefcase for a

bonus.

Chris Jericho doesn’t like John Cena’s theme music and promises to make
him as forgettable as the New Kids On The Block. He beat the Rock and
Steve Austin on the same night and Cena isn’t on their level.

Eugene vs. Kurt Angle

For Eugene’s (Or Angle’s?) Gold Medal with no time limit and Christy
Hemme is here with Eugene. Angle goes off on him to start and stomps
Eugene down into the corner. Eugene comes back with a Faarooq spinebuster
but Angle breaks up the People’s Elbow attempt with a hard clothesline.
The fans are very pleased with this as they don’t seem all that into
Eugene here.

Angle rolls the German suplexes for two and the fans are happy again.
Eugene gets sent into the buckle a few times so the comeback is on,

including a Rock Bottom for two. The Stunner gets the same and Eugene
takes down the non-existent straps. Angle reverses the ankle lock by



rolling him into the corner though and it’s the Angle Slam into the ankle
lock for the win.

Rating: D. This could have been on Raw as Eugene was completely
overwhelmed. The charm is long past gone now and it’s just Eugene doing
Austin and Rock moves with almost nothing in between. It was just a
squash anyway as Eugene is treated like the glorified jobber that he is.
Angle needs to move on to something else and Eugene needs to become
something else entirely.

Post match Angle stands on a chair so he can be awarded the medal again.

The Divas, in swimsuits, wash a limo with the Presidential seal on the
door. The window goes down to reveal Vince McMahon. Vince: “Hey, why
not?” There’'s a McMahon For President bumper sticker on the limo for a
bonus.

Undertaker vs. Randy Orton

Rematch from Wrestlemania because Orton isn’t happy with his loss. It’s
weird to see Undertaker come out first. Orton bails to the floor to start
so Undertaker takes a second before shoving him down. A slap gets in
Orton’s head a bit but he’s back up to dodge some right hands. Undertaker
grabs a headlock (that’s a rare one) but Orton is right back with a
hiptoss into a clothesline. That just earns him a big boot to the face

and Orton is stunned in a hurry.

Undertaker goes technical with a keylock into 0ld School but Orton
somehow understands what it means when Undertaker stands on the top while
holding an arm. 0ld School is broken up with an armdrag back down but
Undertaker LAUNCHES him into the corner to hammer away. The big boot and
jumping clothesline give Undertaker two but the big boot in the corner
only hits...well corner really and Orton grabs a DDT for his own two with
Undertaker putting a foot across the rope.

Flashing back to his Evolution days, Orton cannonballs down onto the leg
and then wraps it around the post. The leglock goes on so Undertaker
punches his way to freedom, only to earn a knee drop to the ribs.
Undertaker limps into the powerslam for two and it’'s time to go to Texas



with a spinning toehold.

That'’'s broken up as well and Undertaker starts kicking at Orton’'s knee,
earning a one off BORING chant. That doesn’t last long either as Orton is
right back to the knee as the slow pace continues. Undertaker kicks him
out to the floor for a ram into the steps and the apron legdrop as this
isn’t exactly hitting a high gear. 0ld School connects back inside and
it’s the Downward Spiral to Orton, who is right back with a dropkick for
the double knockdown.

The RKO is blocked so they fight over a Tombstone until Orton gets two
off the backbreaker. Orton goes up but Undertaker rolls through the high
crossbody and grabs him by the throat. The chokeslam connects but a “fan”
comes in. The distraction lets Orton hit the RKO for the fast pin.

Rating: C+. It was a struggle to get this high as there was no sense of
urgency or any time until the end where either of them seemed close to
going to a finish. At least the Wrestlemania match had an awesome near
fall of the RKO but this was a bunch of leg work until they got to the
finish. It could have worked if they had gone to a better ending but this

never got into a higher gear.
And it’s Cowboy Bob Orton. You can book the rubber match already.
Some members of the Republican National Committee are here.

We recap Chris Jericho vs. John Cena. They've been having issues since
Cena made his Raw debut on the Highlight Reel. Then they got in an
argument over who was the bigger rock star, which turned into Cena’s
Steve Austin vs. Eric Bischoff’s Vince McMahon with Jericho and Carlito
as the chief lackeys. The former story was better but why do that when
you can do the same thing you’ve done so many times before?

Bischoff wishes Jericho’s luck.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. Chris Jericho

Cena is defending. They go nose to nose to start and a lockup doesn’t go
anywhere. Jericho’s headlock is just as ineffective but he grabs a suplex

to take over. There’s the spinwheel kick to drop Cena again but the



springboard crossbody only lands on the floor. Back in and Cena hammers
away, only to charge into a dropkick in the corner. A suplex gives
Jericho two and a basement dropkick to the headsets up the chinlock.

They go outside with Jericho choking away with a cord but Cena is back
with right hands. This isn’t exactly blowing the roof off the place so
far. The big flying shoulder misses though and Jericho hits the running
bulldog. Jericho has to bail out of the Lionsault so he tries the Walls,
which is kicked out to the floor in a hurry. Cena drops the middle rope
Fameasser over the ropes for two on the way back in but the FU is
countered into a DDT for two. It’s time to start in on the back with a
backbreaker and some elbows as the fans are loudly split.

The running crotch attack to the back only hits ropes though and they’re
both down again. Cena is back up with that hard clothesline into the
ProtoBomb. The Shuffle is countered into the Walls in the middle though,
sending Cena on the long crawl to the ropes. Jericho pulls him back in
but Cena makes the rope on the second attempt to a rather loud reaction.
Cena’s back is good enough to try a super AA but Jericho slips out and
grabs another suplex for another two. An argument with the referee lets
Cena grab the FU to retain.

Rating: B. This took some time to get going but they drew the crowd into
it and it turned into a heck of a match by the end. Cena is showing some
signs of brilliance in these big matches and Jericho has more than shown
that he can hang with anyone so this was a benefit to both of them. Good
match here as Cena is becoming a bigger and bigger star every single

week.

We recap JBL vs. Batista (hometown boy) for the Smackdown World Title.
JBL beat him by DQ last month so now it’s No Holds Barred. Not much more
to it than that as JBL isn’t quite the believable challenger.

Smackdown World Title: Batista vs. John Bradshaw Layfield

Batista is defending and it’s No Holds Barred. We get the JBL dollars
raining from the ceiling during JBL'’s entrance. The fight starts at the
entrance with Batista ramming him into various things. A fire

extinguisher into the face drops Batista though and JBL punches him



around the barricade, only to have Batista spear him through said

barricade.

They get inside for the first time with JBL kicking him in the head,
followed by some whipping with a belt. Back up and Batista charges into a
boot in the corner, setting up the Clothesline From JBL for two. JBL
slides in the steps and this isn’t going to end well. The powerbomb off
the steps is countered into a backdrop off of them and Batista hits the
spinebuster. There’s the Batista Bomb but Batista doesn’t cover. Another
Batista Bomb onto the steps retains the title.

Rating: D+. This wasn’t much but it was way better than their previous
match as it didn’t go on forever, though the stipulation wasn’t exactly
used. They went with the definitive ending here as Batista completely
beat him, which is all it should have been. JBL was never a threat to
Batista and now they can both move on to something else, with both of
them going in the proper direction.

We recap Shawn Michaels vs. Hulk Hogan. They teamed a handful of times
and then Shawn superkicked him on the Fourth of July. Shawn said he had
to know and the match was made. Everything went spiraling out of control
after that though, with Shawn turning it into a weird near shoot on
Hogan'’s career while Hogan just referenced Bret Hart and screwjobs a few
times. Shawn has carried this feud on his back and it’s going to be
interesting to see how they get to the big boot and legdrop.

Hulk Hogan vs. Shawn Michaels

Hogan has the big flag out for the entrance. It’'s a long staredown to
start before Hogan shoves him away and shows off the biceps. Hogan shoves
him down a few more times and Shawn is already frustrated. A headlock
works a bit better for Shawn until a shoulder sends him into a backflip
through the ropes as the overselling is already strong. Back in and Shawn
knees him in the ribs but gets put on top so Hogan can kick him in the

ribs.

Shawn bounces as high into the air as he can for a crotching, before a
ram into the buckle gives us a bump that Mr. Perfect would think is too

much. A clothesline puts Shawn on the floor where he rolls backwards



again, gets up and falls back down. Shawn manages a kick to the face
though and starts chopping away in the corner. The slap to the face does
not go well so Shawn does it again before chopping even more. A third
slap earns Shawn a right hand out to the floor but they both get posted
with Hogan staggering around a lot.

Shawn posts him again but still can’t put Hogan down so it’'s time for
some left hands to the head. Some right hands in the corner get Shawn
shoved down again (make it twice), only to have him finally punch Hogan
down (you don’'t see that too often). Hogan is finally busted open and
Shawn grabs the sleeper to follow the Randy Savage formula from
Wrestlemania V. Shawn’s arm is covered in blood as Hogan suplexes his way
to freedom.

The forearm into the nipup lets Shawn drop the elbow (OH YEAH indeed) but
this one misses (leave it to Savage kid). Hogan slugs away but Shawn
tries another forearm, which takes out the referee. The fans want Bret
(fair enough after the promos building this up) but Shawn is up first and
heads to the top, only to come back down for a terrible Sharpshooter
(even Rock’s is better than that).

Another referee comes in and Hogan very slowly makes it to the rope.
Hogan kicks him into the second referee and everyone is down again. A low
blow drops Hogan and a chair to the head finally lets Shawn hit the
elbow. Sweet Chin Music connects for two but Hogan kicks out, Hulks Up,
punches away and finishes with the big boot and legdrop. So that’s how
they got there.

Rating: B-. The match was a weird one (YOU THINK?) as Shawn was doing his
over the top selling and turning it into a joke at first but then it
settled into a match with a pretty simple formula that hit the high
points but didn’t exactly break the mold. Hogan was the definitive winner
here and Shawn hit everything he could without being able to finish Hogan
off. I liked it well enough and it’'s certainly a dream match, but it’s
two matches in one and that’s a little distracting.

Post match Hogan poses but Shawn stops him to make everything nice. Shawn
says he had to know and, as usual, wrestlers are rather forgiving about



the whole situation. It’s more posing to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This show was all over the place with some good
wrestling and action but a lot of things that felt like they should have
been so much more. It's an enjoyable show and something I’'d watch again
down the line, but it felt like they were going for a stacked show and as
it is, it’s just pretty good. Fix some of the bigger holes and it’s a
great one, but I’'ll take what I can get after a build that wasn’t their

best work.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Impact Wrestling — June 30,
2022: The Rapid Setup

Impact Wrestling

Date: June 30, 2022

Location: Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

We’'re a day away from Against All 0dds and that means it 1is
time to wrap up the card. I'm not sure if that is going to
work out in such a short term build but at least they have
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some time to get it done. The main event of Josh Alexander
defending the World Title against Joe Doering is already set
and should work out well enough for a one off. Let’s get to
it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Honor No More injuring Mark Briscoe
last week and taking him out of Against ALl 0dds (and probably
out of the company).

America’s Most Wanted and the Good Brothers try to get PCO to
jump from Honor No More to.whatever they’re calling
themselves. Vincent comes in to say PCO belongs to Honor No
More and no one else.

Trey Miguel vs. Steve Maclin vs. Laredo Kid vs. Chris Bey

The winner gets the X-Division Title shot at Against All 0dds.
Maclin gets double teamed to start and knocked outside, with
Kid hitting a big dive to follow him out. That leaves Miguel
to avoid a kick to the head and hits a basement dropkick. Kid
comes back in for a spinning faceplant on Miguel but it’s
Maclin coming back in for an elbow to the face.

Mayhem For All is broken up by Miguel so Maclin and Bey head
to the apron. A running hurricanrana sends Maclin out to the
floor and Kid hits the big dive, allowing Bey to moonsault
onto the other three. Back in and Bey hits a pop up cutter for
two on Kid with Miguel making the save. The top rope Meteora
finishes Bey to send Miguel to the title match at 6:13.

Rating: C+. I'm running out of ways to say that a match with a
bunch of cruiserweight style wrestling experience are going to
have an exciting match like this one. Miguel getting the title
shot makes sense and should give us a good match when they get
the show tomorrw. I double Miguel wins there, but at least he
did here.


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/07/08/impact-wrestling-june-23-2022-a-different-balancing-act/

Raven of all people joins us to talk about the Clockwork
Orange House Of Fun match.

Against ALl 0dds rundown, plus what’s coming tonight.

Gisele Shaw vs. Rosemary

Taya Valkyrie 1is at ringside and the Influence 1is on
commentary. They go with the grappling to start until Rosemary
grabs her by the hair and bites her head. Rosemary sends her
into the buckle over and over, with Shaw going outside as we
take a break. Back with Shaw chopping away in the corner as
the Influence talks about Shaw getting a potential internship.

A series of running elbows gets two on Rosemary but Shaw
misses a running knee. Rosemary’s exploder suplex drops Shaw
for two but she’s back with a springboard cutter (didn’t look
great) for two of her own. Back up and Rosemary gets in a shot
of her own to set up the spear but everyone gets in a fight on
the floor. The distraction lets Shaw knee Rosemary to cut off
the spear for the pin at 9:22.

Rating: C. Shaw going to the Influence isn’t that interesting,
though I don’t quite think that 1is where this winds up.
Rosemary 1losing via a distraction/something close to
shenanigans isn’t the worst ending, but I'm not sure where
this story is heading. That being said, it’s a story involving
the Women’s Tag Team Titles and I’'ll take that over just
random title matches.

Post match the Influence comes in to beat up Rosemary with
Shaw'’s help. The three of them pose together.

Mickie James isn’t worried about Deonna Purrazzo and/or
Chelsea Green. The two of them come up and mock James for only
thinking about herself, so James decks both of them.

Rosemary summons James Mitchell and ask about Havok. He has
seen her in the darkness a bit, so Rosemary tells him to tell



her that it’s ALL HANDS ON DECK.

Savannah Evans vs. Jordynne Grace

Non-title and Tasha Steelz is here with Evans. Grace gets
driven into the corner to start for some shoulders to the ribs
but runs Evans over to cut that off fast. They fight to the
floor where Evans hits a chokeslam onto the apron, followed by
some choking back inside. Evans’ full nelson is countered into
a bulldog and Grace strikes away, setting up the MuscleBuster
for the pin at 3:49.

Rating: C-. Grace didn’t squash her but rather muscled through
Steelz’ bodyguard to set up tomorrow’s rematch. I don’t think
there is a ton of reason to believe Steelz has a chance at
Against All Odds, but maybe it’s a better move to just get the
rematch out of the way and move on to someone else for Grace.

Video on Joe Doering, who was very big in Japan.

Josh Alexander is proud of getting to retain the World Title
at Slammiversary but now he’s ready for Doering at Against All
0dds.

Tag Team Titles: Honor No More vs. Good Brothers

PCO/Vincent are challenging for Honor No More, with the rest
of the team and James Storm at ringside too. Anderson takes
Vincent into some corners to start so PCO comes in to hammer
away. That means it can be back to Vincent for some running
forearms in the corner to rock Anderson again.

A middle rope legdrop crushes Anderson again as this is one
sided so far. The Deanimator actually connects for once but
Vincent’s chinlock doesn’t last long. Gallows comes in off the
tag and starts cleaning house but the Magic Killer is broken
up. Vincent misses Redrum though and it’s a rollup to give
Anderson the pin at 5:19.

Rating: C. The Brothers are pretty good at what they do and



Honor No More can be thrown together in almost any combination
for a match like this. They didn’t have a ton of time here so
they had to pack a lot of things into this one in a hurry. The
division needs some more teams, but Honor No More works in a
five minute match.

Post match Honor No More beats down the Good Brothers and
James Storm but Chris Harris and then Heath, with pipes, come
in for the save.

Post break the Good Brothers, Heath and America’s Most Wanted
celebrate, but Storm says Harris isn’t wrestling at Against
All 0dds. Harris says he is and Storm gives 1in.

Ace Austin vs. Alex Zayne

Chris Bey is here with Austin, who bails to the floor at the
bell. Back in and Zayne sends Austin into the corner before
headscissoring him back out. A knee to the face drops Austin
and we take an early break. Back with Austin working on the
arm but Zayne slugs away and hits a clothesline.

The backbreaker into the faceplant drops Austin again but he’s
right back with the Miz clothesline in the corner. The
springboard kick to the face looks to set up the Fold, which
is blocked by Zayne’s jumping knee. Austin bails to the floor
so Zayne moonsaults onto both of them. Back in and a Bey
distraction cuts Zayne off though, allowing Austin to hit the
Fold for the pin at 10:29.

Rating: C+. This was your other X-Division match of the week
as Austin gets a boost off a win on the way to...whatever else
he is going to be doing. Zayne continues to be a guy who can
do all of the flips and such, though he needs to win something
if they want these wins over him to matter. He got close here,
but that is only going to go so far.

Against All Odds rundown.



Trailer for a movie sponsoring Against ALl Odds.

Frankie Kazarian vs. Chris Sabin

Alex Shelley is here with Sabin and Kazarian’s wife and son
are here. They trade armdrags to start and that means an early
standoff. Armdrags and headscissors escapes give us another
standoff as they’re even so far. Sabin dropkicks the knee out
and we’'re already in the Figure Four. The rope is grabbed so
Sabin wraps the leg around another rope, only to get kicked
away.

Kazarian hits the legdrop over the ropes to take over, setting
up a fisherman’s suplex for two. Sabin sends him outside for a
slugout, where the Wave of the Future sends Sabin into the
post. We take a break and come back with Sabin fighting out of
a front facelock and snapping off a DDT for two. Kazarian gets
sent outside for a change and it’s Sabin hitting a suicide
dive. They trade rollups for two each back inside until
Kazarian hits a slingshot DDT for two more.

The Flux Capacitor 1is blocked so Kazarian settles for a
northern lights suplex. Sabin is able to send him outside for
a tornado DDT onto the floor, but since it’s modern wrestling,
Kazarian is fine enough to grab a slingshot cutter for two
back inside. The Cradle Shock give Sabin two so Kazarian takes
him up for a superplex and a double knockdown. They slug it
out and trade kicks to the face until Sabin hits the
Clothesline From Hell, Michigan. The second Cradle Shock
finishes Kazarian at 21:16.

Rating: B. That’'s your wrestling match of the week and they
made it work really well. There were no shenanigans and Sabin
won with his finisher. It’s one of the better TV matches
you’'ll see, which was done with no gimmicks or insanity. That
is the kind of thing that is going to work every time and they
had a heck of a match here, which shouldn’t be surprising.

Overall Rating: B-. This was more of a wrestling heavy show



and that isn’t a bad thing. There are a lot of talented people
on the roster and this show served as a big table setter for
Against All 0dds. Maybe they can make the show work on such
short notice, but I can’t imagine the expectations are that
high. For now though, we had a good TV show and that is all
you need sometimes.

Results

Trey Miguel b. Steve Maclin, Laredo Kid and Chris Bey — Top
rope Meteora to Bey

Gisele Shaw b. Rosemary — Jumping knee

Jordynne Grace b. Savannah Evans — MuscleBuster

Good Brothers b. Honor No More — Rollup to Vincent

Ace Austin b. Alex Zayne — Fold

Chris Sabin b. Frankie Kazarian — Cradle Shock

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Daily News Update - July 13,
2022

Make sure you check out some recent reviews.

PWG Zombies Shouldn’t Run

Summerslam 2002 (2017 Redo)

Monday Night Raw — July 11, 2022

Summerslam 2003 (2018 Redo)

Summerslam 2004 (2019 Redo)

NXT — July 12, 2022

Back At It: Wrestling Legend Wrestles First Match In Over Two
Years.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/back-wrestling-legend-wr
estles-first-match-two-years/

The Rock’s Daughter Cuts First Promo In NXT.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/rocks-daughter-cuts-firs
t-promo-nxt/

Success! Chris Jericho And Company Win Gold In A Rather
Different Way.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/success-chris-jericho-co
mpany-win-gold-rather-different-way/

YES! Important And Positive Medical Update On AEW’s Bryan
Danielson.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/important-positive-medic
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al-update-aews-bryan-danielson/

KO OK? Medical Update On Kevin Owens.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/ko-ok-medical-update-kev
in-owens/

The Annoyingest: Bianca Belair Has Something Special Stolen
From Her.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/annoyingest-bianca-belai
r-something-special-stolen/

That's Why It’s There: WWE Announces Eye Popping Record
WrestleMania Revenue.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/thats-wwe-announces-eye-
popping-record-wrestlemania-revenue/

That’s A Crossover: AEW Is Teaming Up With Shark Week For A
Very Special Match.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/thats-crossover-aew-team
ing-shark-week-special-match/

WATCH: Natalya Seems To Break Character At WWE Live Event
(This Is Weird).

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-natalya-seems-brea
k-character-wwe-live-event-weird/

It’s Working: Very Positive Sign For Liv Morgan At WWE Live
Events.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/working-positive-sign-1i
v-morgan-wwe-live-events/

It’s Worth A Shot: WWE Has Surprising Plans For Returning
Character.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/worth-shot-wwe-surprisin
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g-plans-returning-character/

WWE Legend Agrees To New Deal With The Company.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-legend-agrees-new-de
al-company/

WHAT? Stone Cold Steve Austin Backstage At Recent WWE Event,
Offers Thoughts On Show.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/stone-cold-steve-austin-
backstage-recent-wwe-event-offers-thoughts-show/

Former World Champion Makes Surprise WWE Return, Teases New
Feud.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/former-world-champion-ma
kes-surprise-wwe-return-teases-new-feud/

Switch! Surprise Turn Takes Place With NXT Title Implications.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/switch-surprise-turn-tak
es-place-nxt-title-implications/

More Details On Natalya Breaking Character At WWE Live Event.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/details-natalya-breaking
-character-wwe-live-event/

The New Project: Possible Long Term Plans For NXT
Championship.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/new-project-possible-1lon
g-term-plans-nxt-championship/

Not So Fast? Update On Future Of WWE Women’'s Tag Team Titles.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/not-fast-update-future-w
we-womens-tag-team-titles/

Farewell? Former Champion “Pretty Much Gone” From NXT.


https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/worth-shot-wwe-surprising-plans-returning-character/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-legend-agrees-new-deal-company/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-legend-agrees-new-deal-company/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/stone-cold-steve-austin-backstage-recent-wwe-event-offers-thoughts-show/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/stone-cold-steve-austin-backstage-recent-wwe-event-offers-thoughts-show/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/former-world-champion-makes-surprise-wwe-return-teases-new-feud/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/former-world-champion-makes-surprise-wwe-return-teases-new-feud/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/switch-surprise-turn-takes-place-nxt-title-implications/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/switch-surprise-turn-takes-place-nxt-title-implications/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/details-natalya-breaking-character-wwe-live-event/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/details-natalya-breaking-character-wwe-live-event/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/new-project-possible-long-term-plans-nxt-championship/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/new-project-possible-long-term-plans-nxt-championship/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/not-fast-update-future-wwe-womens-tag-team-titles/
https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/not-fast-update-future-wwe-womens-tag-team-titles/

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/farewell-former-champion
-pretty-much-gone-nxt/

It’s A Special Case: Monday Night Raw Match Ends Due To Secret
Rule.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/special -case-monday-nigh
t-raw-match-ends-due-secret-rule/

THAT One? WWE Writers Considered Bringing Back Attitude Era
Stable.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/one-wwe-writers-consider
ed-bringing-back-attitude-era-stable/

That’s Mean Talk: WWE Commentary Drops Hints Of Upcoming
Change For Superstar.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/thats-mean-talk-wwe-comm
entary-drops-hints-upcoming-change-superstar/

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page.

NXT — July 12, 2022:
Tablesetting

NXT
Date: July 12, 2022
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
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Commentators: Vic Joseph, Wade Barrett

It's the week after the Great American Bash and we still have
a title on the line this week. This time around, we have the
Women’s Title on the line as Roxanne Perez is going to be
challenging Mandy Rose for the NXT Women's Title in an attempt
to become a double champ. In addition, we have the fallout
from JD McDonagh attacking NXT Champion Bron Breakker last
week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of the Great American Bash.

Roxanne Perez has been attacked in the parking lot (THE
PARKING LOT STRIKES AGAIN), with Cora Jade and medics checking
on her.

Giovanni Vinci vs. Apollo Crews

They fight over a lockup to start and neither gets very far.
Crews slips out of a slam but gets shouldered down. Some
forearms from Crews rattle Vinci though and Crews is up with
AJ Styles’ drop down into a dropkick. They head outside with
Crews being dropped onto the barricade and we take a break.

Back with Crews making a comeback on Vinci, including a splash
in the corner and some rolling German suplexes. Crews goes up
but dives into a suplex, with Vinci pulling him out of the air
(dang) for two. Hold on though as Vinci grabs a fan’s phone
for a distraction, allowing Xyon Quinn to run out of the crowd
and deck Crews. Vinci grabs the sitout Last Ride for the pin
at 10:14.

Rating: C+. The screwy ending aside, this was a good win for
Vinci as he needed to do something to set him apart from the
rest of the field. Beating Crews means more than beating a lot
of NXT stars and the ending sets up Crews vs. Quinn while
Vinci can move on to something else. Nice match here and well


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/07/05/nxt-july-5-2022-great-american-bash-old-like-new/

put together.

Cora Jade isn’t impressed by Toxic Attraction jumping Roxanne
Perez and 1is ready for some revenge. I'm sure.

Tiffany Stratton is getting her nails done and vents about
FINALLY being done with Wendy Choo. Now she wants to know who
leaves with the Women’s Title. The nail work isn’t great but
she’ll spare them a bad review.

Here is Cameron Grimes for a chat after his loss to Bron
Breakker last week. He didn’t get robbed and he even caved in
Breakker’s chest but he didn’t win the title. Now he has lost
the North American Title and the NXT Title shot but maybe
that’s just life. Instead of going to the moon, he crashed
into the sun...and here is JD McDonagh to interrupt. McDonagh
says that after Grimes lost last week, he became old news. Now
it’s all about McDonagh, who wants that meat head Bron
Breakker. Grimes wants McDonagh to look at him when he talks,
so McDonagh headbutts him. That’s enough for Grimes to chase
him off.

The Creeds and Damon Kemp are going over footage from last
week’s match and respect is shown. Kemp would love to run it
back and the Creeds are in if he is. The Creeds leave but here
is Roderick Strong to say that isn’t what you do. Kemp cost
them the titles so next week, Strong is teaching him a lesson.

Grayson Waller blames Wes Lee for his loss last week and wants
to teach him a lesson.

Roxanne Perez is still getting checked out.

Tatum Paxley vs. Kayden Carter

Katana Chance is here too. Paxley takes her down by the arm to
start but Carter is back with a running dropkick to the floor.
That brings out Ivy Nile to check out Paxley and send her back
inside, where Carter ties up the legs. Paxley grabs the rope



so Carter pulls her away...and right into a small package to
give Paxley the fast pin at 3:25.

Rating: C. I could go for more of Paxley as she and Nile could
be a little something if they’re put together. One of the
bigger issues with the NXT women’s division 1s that they have
a bunch of people but a lot of them don’t have much to make
them stand out. If Paxley teaming with Nile is her thing, then
it gives her a step up on a lot of the rest of the new class.

Joe Gacy is ready for the Dyad to reveal themselves next week.

Sanga 1s watching the intro from last week’s show where he
splashed Duke Hudson in a pool. Hudson comes up and complains,
setting up a match.

Fallon Henley, Josh Briggs and Brooks Jensen are in the bar
celebrating their Tag Team Title win when Pretty Deadly,
dressed as cowboys, come in. Pretty Deadly calls the place a
dump and a fight is teased, but Henley sets up the match for
next week.

Duke Hudson vs. Sanga

Hudson drives him into the corner to start but can’t whip him
around. Instead Sanga runs him over with a shoulder out to the
floor so Hudson grabs a neck snap across the top. Back in and
Hudson rips at the chest hair before hitting a big boot (Wade:
“Yes Duke!”). Sanga doesn’t seem to mind and hits a chokeslam
(Wade: “No Duke!”) for the pin at 2:58.

Mr. Stone and company don’t think much of Solo Sikoa being
from the streets because Von Wagner is a real athlete.

Solo Sikoa is ready to fight.

Toxic Attraction mocks Roxanne Perez for getting hurt, but
they didn’t do it.

Solo Sikoa vs. Von Wagner




They fight on the floor to start before getting inside for the
opening bell. Since they’'re so angry, Wagner grabs a headlock
before shouldering him down. Sikoa’'s shoulder just annoys
Wagner but a slam works a bit better, setting up a running
headbutt for two. There’s a backsplash to send Wagner outside
and we take a break.

Back with Sikoa fighting out of a chinlock but getting booted
in the face. Sikoa hits a belly to back suplex to start the
real comeback and starts striking away. There’s the Samoan
drop and a running Umaga attack in the corner, sending Wagner
outside. Sikoa goes with him and they fight up the aisle for
the double countout at 10:34.

Rating: C. The fighting stuff was ok, but there was a bit too
much wrestling in there for what they seemed to be trying to
do. Sikoa not losing to Wagner is encouraging, though I would
like to believe that this isn’t the best Sikoa can do right
now. Fighting Wagner is quite the downgrade and it seems like
we'll be seeing it again soon. How great.

Carmelo Hayes and Trick Williams go to the penthouse with some
ladies. The hot tub is visited.

Lash Legend dribbles a basketball and shouts about Indi
Hartwell. The ball rolls away and is stopped by a red baseball
bat.

Chase U has gone to London but Andre Chase isn’t happy with
being named as the seventh best school. Chase threatens to
beat Glenn up for writing this and throws him out.

Lash Legend vs. Indi Hartwell

Legend jumps her to start and they head outside with Hartwell
being driven into the apron. Back in and Hartwell gets draped
over the top rope before being bent over Legend’s back for
some cranking. Cue Alba Fyre on the platform, with Legend’s
basketball, for a distraction, allowing Hartwell to try a



springboard...I have no idea as Hartwell comes crashing down to
the mat in a horrible slip. Legend rolls her up but gets
reversed into another rollup for the pin (or close enough) to
give Hartwell the pin at 3:32.

Rating: D-. That ending alone is a downgrade, but Fyre
stealing a basketball is pretty lame even for modern wrestling
stories. What's worse is that Fyre, who could have been a star
on the main roster a year ago, is now tasked with bringing
Legend along. The botch wasn’t on Legend, but it’s not like
this was going anywhere before Hartwell fell down. Hartwell
continues to be directionless at the moment and I don’t see
that changing anytime soon.

Post match Fyre chases Legend off with the bat.

A bunch of women talk about Roxanne Perez, including her lack
of a boyfriend.

Tony D’Angelo wants to know where Legado del Fantasma's
loyalties lie. You mean he can’t tell yet?

Solo Sikoa and Von Wagner are still fighting outside.

The QR code is back, this time taking you to a Wordle style
puzzle. The word is either ~_0Cor 0 _  C. Havoc?

Tony D’Angelo/Stacks vs. Edris Enofe/Malik Blade

Legado del Fantasma (minus Santos Escobar) is here too. Enofe
and Stacks start things off with Blade coming in for some
quick double teaming. Stacks gets over to D’Angelo for a
suplex on Enofe and the villains take over. That doesn’t last
long either though as the hot tag brings in Blade for a
spinebuster on Stacks as D'Angelo sends Enofe into the steps.
Blade gets dropped face first onto the top turnbuckle and it's
a swinging fisherman’s suplex to give D’'Angelo the pin at
5:20.

Rating: C-. This D’Angelo/Legado stuff has completely stalled



and it doesn’t help when they are trying to have D’Angelo as a
serious guy. He's the definition of a gimmick guy and that
doesn’t shine at all when he is in the ring. There 1is
something there with him, but they need to move on to
something else with him in a hurry.

Nikkita Lyons doesn’t know who attacked Roxanne Perez, though
people are accusing her. If she can, she’'s ready to take the
title shot though.

Axiom likes comic books and wears a mask. He’ll debut next
week.

NXT Title: Mandy Rose vs. Roxanne Perez

Perez is challenging, or at least she is in theory as she
isn't here. Toxic Attraction laughs it off but here is Cora
Jade to say we’re having a title match. Mandy says not so fast
and gives Perez a ten count, but here is Perez, with ribs
taped, to answer. Jade tries to talk her out of it but says go
do it. Perez comes in swinging and gets a ROXIE TWO BELTS
chant. Rose isn’t having that and goes to the injured ribs to
take over, with Perez being knocked outside.

We take a break and come back with Rose working on a
bodyscissors but Perez fighs up and hits a running uppercut 1in
the corner. Pop Rox 1is blocked as Rose gets to the floor,
where Perez hits a dive. Pop Rox connects on the floor and
Perez gets her back inside...but Cora jade hits Perez with the
Women’s Tag Team Title. That’'s enough for Rose to hit the
running knee and retain at 9:18.

Rating: C. They telegraphed that ending pretty hard but that
isn’t a bad thing. Sometimes it is easier to just go with the
story that makes sense, even if the pieces are laid out in
front of you. Jade and Perez splitting up is an interesting
way to go since they are still the Tag Team Champions, but I
can certainly go with the idea of getting rid of those belts
if that happens to be a side effect. As for the match, it was



what you would expect with an injured star coming after Mandy
Rose, who continues to be completely adequate in the ring.

Post match Jade yells at Perez a lot and tries to hit her with
the skateboard...but it breaks beforehand, leaving Jade to use
the pieces to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This show wasn’t the best but it was
setting things up for the future, which is a good thing to
see. The problem is they didn’t have a very good show to get
there and that made for a pretty dull night. The good thing is
that it came off a rather strong show last week so things
going down a bit was understandable. Now just get back to
closer to last week next time and we should be ok.

Results

Giovanni Vinci b. Apollo Crews — Lifting sitout powerbomb
Tatum Paxley b. Kayden Carter — Small package

Sanga b. Duke Hudson — Chokeslam

Solo Sikoa vs. Von Wagner went to a double countout

Indi Hartwell b. Lash Legend — Rollup

Tony D’Angelo/Stacks b. Edris Enofe/Malik Blade — Spinning
fisherman’s suplex to Blade

Mandy Rose b. Roxanne Perez — Running knee

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
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wrestling headline needs.

Summerslam Count-Up - 2004
(2019 Redo): The Young One

Summerslam 2004

Date: August 15, 2004

Location: Air Canada Centre, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Attendance: 17,640

Commentators: Michael Cole, Tazz, Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

It’s the second biggest show of the year and that could go multiple ways.
Smackdown has been getting better as of late but it’s still not very
good. Raw has had its moments, but with the second biggest match from the
red show being HHH vs. Eugene, they’re working underneath a pretty low
ceiling. Let’'s get to it.

The theme is the Summer Games, giving us an Olympic themed opening. I’'ve
always liked these as they’re actually rather entertaining.

The opening video looks at the big matches, but Diva Dodgeball is in the
middle, even before the Intercontinental Title and Smackdown World Title
matches. I'm thinking no on that one.

Dudley Boys vs. Paul London/Billy Kidman/Rey Mysterio

Spike recently joined his brothers and since there are no other teams on
Smackdown, Kidman and London are still feuding with the Dudleys. Rey just
walks out to his music, which takes a lot of the impact away. D-Von
hammers on Kidman to start but gets armdragged down for his efforts.

London comes in for an assisted moonsault and the dropkick gets two.
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A rather hard clothesline takes London down and it’s off to Spike for
some screaming stomps in the corner. Bubba comes in for the trash talking
elbow drop and the villains start taking turns working on London.
Straight right hands break up the comeback attempt but Bubba hits D-Von
by mistake. Spike gets kicked away and that’s enough for the tag off to
Mysterio.

The springboard legdrop gets two on Spike and a hurricanrana out of the
corner makes things even worse. A reverse DDT plants D-Von and it’s back
to Kidman for a top rope back elbow to Spike. Everything breaks down and
a BK Bomb gets two on Spike. Bubba gets double dropkicked to the floor
and Spike takes a Hart Attack of all things. The 619 sends Spike into the
shooting star from Billy for two with D-Von making the save. Back in and
Kidman walks into the 3D to give Spike the pin.

Rating: C. Well that was a dumb ending. You have Spike as Cruiserweight

Champion and have him pin a Tag Team Champion to open one of the biggest
shows of the year? You couldn’t have Rey pin D-Von here to let the fans

feel good? This didn’t help anything other than building Spike up, which
was done as well as it was going to be with the Cruiserweight Title win.
Bad decision here, in a match that didn’t need to have this kind of a

finish.

We recap Kane vs. Matt Hardy. Lita slept with Kane to get him to leave
Matt alone, actually being stupid enough to believe it would work. As a
result Lita is pregnant but still loves Matt. Therefore, she’s marrying
the winner of this match. Somehow, not even the most bizarre stipulation

in Summerslam history.

Kane vs. Matt Hardy

Matt goes straight at him to start and hits what I guess was a middle
rope Side Effect for two. The middle rope legdrop to the back of the head
gets the same and a weird looking tornado DDT (with Matt landing on his
stomach) gets the third two. Kane finally hits a clothesline to take over

but a Lita distraction lets Matt low bridge him to the floor.

The slingshot dive sets up a Twist of Fate for nine and probably the best

chance Matt had. Lita throws in the bell and distracts the very stupid



referee so Matt can clock Kane for two. Kane kicks him in the face and
goes up but gets caught by Matt. That's fine with Kane, who hits a super
chokeslam for the pin and Lita’s hand.

Rating: D. Short and bad here, with Matt having less than no chance
throughout. Matt has been destroyed and turned into an idiot this whole
feud and Kane winning in the end was the only way it could go. Now just
get to the wedding, which is destined to be the most entertaining part of
this whole thing. The match was nothing that couldn’t have been done on
Raw but with a nice looking ending. That'’s also Matt’s last WWE match for
about a year as he had a bad knee injury and was then released in April.

Randy Orton doesn’t want to hear about anyone being upset because tonight
is a night for celebration. John Cena cuts him off and promises him some

merch. He'’s an Orton fan, but a quick fan poll seems to suggest that they
don’t agree with him. And so it begins.

Booker T. vs. John Cena

Match #1 in a best of five series for Booker’s US Title. They slug it out
to start with Cena hitting a clothesline for one. Cena gets in the
Throwback for two so Booker crotches him on top to cut that off in a
hurry. Booker throws in a You Can’t See Me and drops a knee for no cover.
A jumping kick to the face cuts off Cena’'s early comeback and it’s a

camel clutch to keep things slow.

That’s broken up so Booker goes with a spinebuster and side slam to drop
Cena again. The ax kick misses though and Cena hits his running
clothesline out of the corner. That just earns him a flapjack into a
Spinarooni but Cena hits a quick FU for the pin, ignoring Booker'’s
shoulder being way off the mat.

Rating: D+. That's the third straight fast match here and that’s not a
good thing on a show like this. They didn’t even have seven minutes here,
which is the kind of match that could have been on Smackdown instead of
wasting it on this show. Cena is likely losing the next two matches to
put him in a hole which is fine, but I could have gone for a better start
to this thing.



Eric Bischoff (“the head cracker in charge of Raw”) comes in to see
Theodore Long and points out the revolving door to the Smackdown GM
office. Bischoff advises him to enjoy it while it lasts but Teddy tells
him to get to steppin.

Intercontinental Title: Batista vs. Edge vs. Chris Jericho

Hometown boy Edge is defending and Batista is on fire at the moment.
Speaking of Batista, he knocks Edge off the apron during his entrance and
we hit the Y2J chants early on. A hard elbow knocks Jericho down and a
shoulder does it again. Edge comes back in with a chop block to break up
the Batista Bomb though and it’s time for some Canadian violence on
Batista. Snake Eyes gets Batista out of trouble but Jericho grabs his
boot to slow him down a bit.

A clothesline puts Batista outside and leaves Edge alone in the
ring...where he’s booed out of the building. Well that’s rather
surprising. Batista gets sent face first into the steps and we’re down to
Jericho vs. Edge in the ring. Edge gets the better of the fight but gets
loudly booed when loading up the Edgecution. The Walls attempt gets a
much better reaction, though Edge reversing into a small package isn’t as
well received. Back up and Jericho pokes him in the eye, setting up the
full Walls of Jericho.

The hold is pulled back into the middle until Batista finally makes a
save with the clothesline. Edge takes Batista down with an Edgecution for
two as Jericho is banged up on the floor. The spear is loaded up but for
some reason Jericho cuts Edge down on the way to Batista. A spinebuster
gives Batista two on Jericho but this time it’s Edge sending the big man
outside. That gives us another battle of the Canadians and another loud
Y2] chant. Batista gets dropkicked off the apron but the distraction lets

Edge spear Jericho down to retain.

Rating: D+. The odd crowd reactions threw things off here, though they're
not quite as out there as you might think when you remember Edge teasing
a heel turn as of late. Now that being said, you would think the hometown
deal would be enough to overcome the recent cheating but that wasn’t the
case here. On top of that, the match didn’t have a ton of heat and was a



string of one on one matches instead of all three at once. Edge retaining
is fine, though Batista is getting bigger and bigger every week.

We recap Eddie Guerrero vs. Kurt Angle in a Wrestlemania rematch. Eddie
cheated (kind of) to win at Wrestlemania in Angle’s last match for about
five months. Angle is back now, though while he was on the shelf he cost
Eddie the WWE Championship so Eddie is out for revenge and to prove that
he can hang with Angle on an even playing field. This has been the best
set up feud for the whole show and the match should be able to live up to
the hype.

Kurt Angle vs. Eddie Guerrero

Angle has Luther Reigns with him. Feeling out process to start as the odd
fans are cheering for Angle here. Shockingly enough Angle is more than
fine against Eddie on the mat so Eddie tries for the ankle. He'll settle
for a headlock instead so Angle reverses into a quick keylock. Eddie
armdrags him straight into an armbar but it’s time to start the rolling
German suplexes. That doesn’t work either as Eddie reverses the second
into the ankle lock as the wrestling lesson continues. Angle reverses
into the real thing but Eddie puts his own on at the same time. It

doesn’t last long, though cool idea there.

A rope finally saves Eddie so Reigns gets in a cheap shot like a good
lackey should do. That means another ankle lock before Angle finally
switches gears a bit for something close to an STF. With Eddie down,
Angle starts untying Eddie’s boot but the delay lets Eddie get in a kick
to the face. It’s right back to Eddie’s ankle until Eddie gets in an
Angle Slam of his own. Eddie makes his comeback with right hands but the
ankle isn’t exactly sturdy.

It’s fine enough for the Three Amigos so Eddie goes up for the frog
splash, only to get caught with the running belly to belly superplex.
Angle’s Angle Slam is countered into a DDT and another frog splash
attempt misses. The Angle Slam gets two so Angle rips the boot off to set
up the ankle lock again.

The roll through sends Angle into the referee so Eddie hits Angle and
Reigns with the boot. Of course Eddie throws the boot away and falls down



instead of hitting a frog splash, which would have made more sense. Eddie
hits the frog splash for two a few seconds later and yells at the referee
on the kickout. That's enough for Angle to pick the ankle and put on the

grapevine to make Eddie tap.

Rating: C+. What exactly are they saving all the time for on this show?
That’'s the first match to break thirteen minutes and nothing else has
even hit nine. There are three matches left on the card and nearly an
hour and a half left in the show, but nothing has even hit fifteen
minutes yet. Did Diva Dodgeball need the extra time?

Anyway, this wasn’t all that great as the first few minutes were looking
like the start of a thirty minute classic but then they just jumped the
stolen finishers (which is becoming a rather tired trope) and had Angle
break the ankle down for the win. This was dying for another eight
minutes of build towards the finish but for some reason this show has to
go as fast as it can because of reasons.

We recap HHH vs. Eugene. HHH found out that Eugene was his favorite
wrestler and agreed to use him to help get the World Title if HHH could
eventually make Eugene want to quit. In other words, it was a story that
was way more complicated than it needed to be and Eugene, who started off
as a very fun, unique character has turned into the clueless putz that
cost HHH the title. Therefore, HHH must destroy him to prove that he’s
better than a mentally disabled person who doesn’t know how to wrestle
but imitates wrestling he watched on TV as a kid. In the second biggest

Raw match on Summerslam. Of course.

HHH vs. Eugene

No one is at ringside for a bit of a surprise. HHH wins an early slugout
but Eugene elbows him in the face so it’s time head outside. That means a
chance for HHH to hide behind Lilian Garcia, allowing him to take over
again. It’'s time to load up the announcers’ table but Eugene blocks a
suplex to the floor. Some right hands in the corner set up a Flair Flop
and HHH has a bad knee. Believe it or not, it’s a way for HHH to sucker
Eugene in again and outsmart him for a cheap shot.

A backbreaker keeps Eugene in trouble as JR freaks out of the fake



injury. He certainly must have loathed Bret Hart then. The fans think
Eugene sucks so his comeback isn’t exactly well received. HHH offers a
handshake but this time Eugene is ready for him and pulls it into a Rock
Bottom. The People’s Elbow is countered with the spinebuster to a face
pop as the trip into the bizarre continues. HHH chokes away and it’s back
to the floor for a whip into the steps.

Back in and HHH slowly beats on him, setting up the sleeper because this
match needed a sleeper. Eugene escapes and hits a backdrop, followed by a
middle finger and the Stunner. That'’s enough to send HHH outside for a
breather though and here’s Ric Flair because HHH is actually in trouble.
The big boot into the legdrop connects but Flair gets knocked off the
apron. Eugene goes up top and dives into the Pedigree but spins out,
setting up a Pedigree on HHH instead. Flair puts his foot on the rope so
it's just a two, earning an ejection. Cue William Regal to knock Flair

cold with the brass knuckles as the Pedigree finishes Eugene.

Rating: D. Well thank goodness for that. After a few months of getting
frustrated, the great and mighty HHH came back and beat the comedy act in
a match at one of the biggest show of the year. All it cost Eugene was
all of the good will he built up too, but at least HHH got the big win.
This whole story was really stupid and a huge waste of time, which really
doesn’t work when it boils down to HHH needing almost fifteen minutes to
beat a comedy guy. It was just bad all around and didn’t help anyone
other than HHH, who didn’t get that much out of it anyway.

And then, Diva Dodgeball with the Diva Search girls basically in
swimsuits while the Raw women are in matching gear. Before the game
starts, Coach tells us about some trash talk that happened after Raw went
off the air. They proceed to play dodgeball, which is in no way shape or
form an excuse to have good looking women in barely existing clothing
running around. The Diva Search girls dominate and win. Trish yells about
the refereeing and then blames Victoria, triggering a fight. This took up
nearly six minutes, which is about seven minutes too long.

Smackdown World Title: John Bradshaw Layfield vs. Undertaker

No recap for this one because the build hasn’t exactly been thrilling.



JBL won the title earlier in the summer and needed an opponent so
Undertaker showed up. For some reason JBL decided he wasn’t afraid of
Undertaker and brought out a mini version, who Undertaker wound up
beating up instead. Then JBL brought in Orlando Jordan as his Chief of
Staff because he needed a designated lackey.

Undertaker knocks him to the floor early on and the beating begins,
including JBL’'s arm going into the steps. Back in and JBL hits a quick
swinging neckbreaker before going up top for a good looking top rope
shoulder. An armbar doesn’t get JBL anywhere so Undertaker pulls on the
arm as well and hits 0ld School. Undertaker grabs an ugly triangle choke
until Jordan pulls the foot under the rope.

With that not working, Undertaker hits a big boot to JBL but misses a
running version in the corner to let JBL take out the knee. The leg is
wrapped around the post and a Jordan distraction lets JBL smash the leg
with a chair. Undertaker gets sent into the barricade so Jordan can get
in a few shots before sending him inside. The fans start the Wave as the

leg work continues.

The leglock goes on as JBL is smart enough to just throw on a hold and
let the fans die down. It’s not exactly thrilling for the fans at home
but it’s a smart idea here. Undertaker fights out and pulls JBL down into
a quickly broken kneebar. They head outside again with Undertaker hitting
the apron legdrop. The announcers start chanting for the Spanish table
but JBL snaps the throat across the top for a breather. Again JBL takes
too long going up though and it’'s a superplex for two.

JBL goes right back to the knee with a spinning toehold of all things but
Undertaker hits a sloppy release spinebuster for two more. The jumping
clothesline puts JBL down again and Snake Eyes into..a running clothesline
instead of the big boot gives Undertaker another two. The chokeslam gets
a delayed near fall, which seems to shock the announcers. Who hasn’t
kicked out of a chokeslam? Jordan gets up for a quick distraction and
it’s the Clothesline From JBL to give the champ two of his own. The
referee gets bumped though and it’'s a double big boot for a double
knockdown.



Jordan throws the belt in for a shot to the head and the very delayed
near fall with Jordan grabbing the hand to slap the mat. Undertaker
finally beats up Jordan but eats another Clothesline From JBL. With the
referee still down, JBL rains down right hands in the corner which is
only done to set up the Last Ride. Jordan is back in with the belt so
Undertaker takes it away and hits JBL for the DQ.

Rating: D. The thing is, it’s not even the worst match in the world. It
felt like it was straight out of the HHH/Ric Flair Greatest Hits playbook
with Jordan being the worst Flair impersonator of all time. The leg work
was fine and JBL still wasn’t horrible yet, but the ending was pretty
lame with Jordan being pathetic and JBL's finisher not being able to do
much damage. It’s not so much horrible or even bad as much as it is
uninteresting and uninspired, which made for a very long seventeen
minutes.

Post match the beatdown continues with the bloody JBL being chokeslammed
through the roof of the limo. JBL does a stretcher job, guaranteeing a
rematch. Of note: at some point during the match, a fan tried to climb
onto the limo and security kept him from not only, you know, climbing
onto the limo but also breaking the roof and injuring himself/ruining the
spot.

Cole shows us a replay and tells us to listen. There’s no sound.

Raw World Title: Chris Benoit vs. Randy Orton

Orton is challenging after winning a battle royal and pinning Benoit in a
tag match. Here's your exchange that would never happen today: Lawler:
“Hey JR you got a camera on you?” JR, dripping with sarcasm: “Yeah right
here in my pocket.” The fans are all over Earl Hebner with the YOU
SCREWED BRET chants as they stare each other down at the bell. Benoit
drives him into the corner and takes Orton down for a rather early
chinlock. A test of strength goes to Orton but he misses a knee drop.

Benoit is right back with the armbar and armdrags him down into another
armbar. That’'s reversed as well with Orton grabbing a Sharpshooter of his
own. Benoit slips out of that and tries a Crossface, sending Orton to the

floor where he posts Benoit to really take over. A second posting keeps



the champ down and Orton drapes him over the top rope for good measure.

Something like a DDT on the apron gets Benoit out of trouble but he
misses a dive through the ropes, sending himself HARD into the barricade.
Back in and Orton hits the over the shoulder neckbreaker for two,
followed by the chinlock. Benoit fights up for stereo crossbodies but
gets up first for a northern lights suplex. A release German suplex has

Orton in more trouble and the Sharpshooter goes on.

That’s good for two arm drops until Orton makes the rope so they’re both
exhausted. Some rolling German suplexes put Orton down again but he gets
his feet up to block the Swan Dive (FREAKING OW MAN!). The cover is
countered into a Crossface but Orton rolls out. Back up and Benoit tries
it again but Orton spins him around into the RKO for the pin and the
title.

Rating: B. It’s not a masterpiece but it was a good, long, well put
together match with a completely clean ending that made Orton look like
the better man. The new heel on top is long overdue and it’s nice to see
Orton, who has gotten a lot better in a hurry, win the title here.
Benoit’s title reign was very respectable and he beat HHH a few times,
which is about as good as you’'re going to get. It’'s a rather good main
event, though not exactly a classic.

Post match Benoit gets back in and shakes his hand, demanding that Orton
be a man. Orton shakes his hand and Benoit leaves in peace, allowing
Orton to pose to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. This show is two different halves and it’'s as
noticeable as you're ever going to see. The first four matches are all
short and need more time while the remaining four, as in the big matches,
either fail to live up to the hype or just aren’t very good in the first
place. This show needed to be reshuffled a bit with some extra time being
given to a few other matches. Stuff like Diva Dodgeball and the opener
could have been cut to give the time to other matches. It would have done

the show a lot of good, but there was only so much this show could do.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books



at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.

Summerslam Count-Up - 2003
(2018 Redo): HHH. Again.

Summerslam 2003

Date: August 24, 2003

Location: America West Arena, Phoenix, Arizona
Attendance: 16,113

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, Tazz

It’s one of the biggest shows of the year and I can’t bring myself to get
excited over it. This show really hasn’t been built up very well with
only the Smackdown World Title match with Kurt Angle defending against
Brock Lesnar offering much interest. The rest of the show feels very
flat, especially the Raw World Title match which should have been
Goldberg vs. HHH. Let’s get to it.

The United States Marine Corps Color Guard presents the flag and Lillian
Garcia sings the National Anthem. As always, it’s an outstanding

performance.

The opening video shows a beach but the sun goes behind a cloud and the
shot shifts to the Elimination Chamber. The narration basically makes it
sounds like the Chamber is poisoning everyone’s souls and turning them
all evil, including Kane, who isn’t even in the thing. I'd bet money that
Jim Ross wrote that, thinking it sounded even more dramatic than when he
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gives the Cell human characteristics.

Raw Tag Team Titles: Dudley Boyz vs. La Resistance

La Resistance is defending and Bubba brings out the American flag. The
Dudleys jump them in the aisle and the beatdown is on with D-Von choking
Dupree with the robe. An armdrag into an armbar (FEEL THE HATRED!)
doesn’t go very well as Dupree takes D-Von into the corner so the champs
can take over. D-Von is right back with the shots to the head, allowing
the tag off to the very loud Bubba. It might be annoying, but I can
always go for a partner making noise and being active on the apron
instead of just standing there.

Grenier gets tied in the Tree of Woe so Bubba can stand between his legs
for a loud scream. It's not quite table time, allowing Grenier to get in
a cheap shot so the champs can really take over. Dupree grabs a bearhug,
which is quite the odd visual on someone as big as Bubba. A Bubba Bomb
gets him out of trouble though and the not very hot tag brings in D-Von
for the house cleaning.

Dupree gets powerslammed for two but the champs clear the ring again. The
double spinebuster gets two on D-Von (there’s the crowd reaction, and all
it took was kicking out of the champs’ finisher). Bubba comes back in for
the Flip, Flop and Fly, followed by What'’'s Up on Grenier. 3D connects but
Grenier pulls the referee out, allowing a cameraman to deck D-Von with
his camera, giving Dupree the pin. It’'s the serviceman from Raw of

course.

Rating: C-. The match was ok, but not exactly the hottest choice in the
world for an opener. Having the Americans lose to the EVIL Frenchmen
doesn’t quite get the show off on the right foot and now we’re likely to
see another rematch between these teams as this feud to show off THE
POWERS OF AMERICA continues. La Resistance is fine to hold the titles,
but they need something more than “we are French and therefore evil”.

Post match Spike Dudley comes in and gets beaten down as well. So after
the big American military opening and carrying the flag, the Dudleys lose
to the heatless champions again. The Dudleys would get the belts back a
month later, but instead we need to see them lose here. Of course we also



needed this match instead of the World’s Greatest Tag Team, Rey Mysterio,
John Cena or Christian.

Coach tries to talk to the Dudleys but makes the mistake of praising La
Resistance’s success. Bubba declares that people who hate America suck
and promises to get the belts back.

Christian asks Eric Bischoff why he’s not on the show but Eric blames
Steve Austin. Since he can’t wrestle, he offers to be Bischoff’s backup
tonight. Bischoff has a plan though and promises to tell the world what
happened with Linda on Monday.

We recap A-Train running Stephanie McMahon over last month and costing
her a match against Sable. This turned into A-Train vs. Undertaker and
WWE actually expects us to believe that this isn’t going to turn into
Sable vs. Stephanie again.

A-Train vs. Undertaker

Sable is with A-Train in a rather nice outfit. Undertaker has bad ribs so
he dodges a bit to start instead of going in full steam ahead. Instead of
staying on the ribs, A-Train tries a headlock, allowing Undertaker to
knee him in the ribs and take over. The running DDT gets two on A-Train
and 0ld School connects early on. A shot to the ribs finally cuts
Undertaker off (thanks for finally getting the idea Train) and some
forearms to the ribs are good for two.

A-Train stays on the ribs with a vertical suplex, followed by a headbutt.
Cole: “It’'s like being hit in the head with a typewriter.” Normally I
would question that, but Cole is the kind of dolt who would do that for
fun. Undertaker manages Snake Eyes and a double clothesline puts both
guys down for a quick rest.

A slugout goes to Undertaker (well duh) and a big legdrop gets two. For
some reason Undertaker tries the Last Ride but a shove gives us a ref
bump. The Derailer of course gets a delayed two and the referee gets
bumped again. That is way, WAY too popular of a booking trope these days.
A-Train hits the bicycle kick to take Undertaker down but gets a chair
kicked into his face for two. The chokeslam gives Undertaker the pin.



Rating: D. Matches against power guys like this can be Undertaker’s bread
and butter but there’s only so much you can do to make A-Train
interesting. The match wasn’t terrible and they kept it slow enough, but
this Undertaker stands up for Stephanie thing is about as forced as you
can get. There’s only so much you can do as a surrogate for Vince vs.
Stephanie, especially when the best villain available for the spot is A-

Train.

Post match Undertaker loads up the Last Ride but Sable comes in and rubs
his chest. Undertaker grabs her by the throat and STEPHANIE IS BACK!!! WE
CAN LIVE HAPPY LIVES AGAIN!!! Stephanie gets to do some catfighting until
A-Train pulls Sable out. I guess this is what passes for a big moment

around here.

Some fans in the front row think Goldberg is going to win the Chamber.
Uh, thanks for that.

We recap Shane McMahon vs. Eric Bischoff, which starts off looking a lot
like Shane vs. Kane. Bischoff then decided that he hated Shane for
stealing WCW from him back in 2001. You know, because that’s a story
people were thinking about. Eric went after Shane, including having Kane

attack him and cost him a match against Eric.

Then Eric went to Connecticut and may have forced himself on Linda
McMahon. It came out of almost nowhere and really was more of a
complicated way to get to Kane vs. Shane. It’s more of WWE thinking you
could just toss a McMahon into a story and everything would be fine,
which doesn’t work as well when you do it in two straight matches.

Shane McMahon vs. Eric Bischoff

Before the match, Bischoff addresses what happened with Linda, saying it
happened again and again and again. Now he knows where Shane gets all of
his energy, so here’s Shane in a...complete non hurry actually. Shane
pounds him down in the corner with reckless abandon (Or is it still
Ruthless Aggression?), followed by some forearms to the ear (called
crossfaces by JR).

Eric can’t make it up the aisle as Christian might be coming off like a



good idea right about now. A baseball slide sends Eric into the barricade
as this has been one sided so far. Shane’s dancing punches take Bischoff
down again but the Coach of all people comes in to chair Shane down. Let
me make sure I’'ve got this straight: Bischoff thought COACH was a better
option than the Intercontinental Champion? I get that they want to
protect Christian from having to get beaten up by Shane but that makes no
sense from Bischoff’s perspective.

Eric says he’s restarting the match as falls count anywhere with no
disqualifications so Coach sends Shane into the steps for two. They head
inside where Bischoff tells the production staff to cut JR and King’s
microphones so Coach can do live commentary in the ring. Bischoff throws
kicks as Coach does the traditional job of mocking JR. Shane finally gets
in a kick of his own and scores with a DDT, only to have Coach hit him
low.

That'’'s enough to make the glass shatter, as everyone knew was coming.
Coach does the “I'm not touching you” thing until Shane shoves him into
Austin, meaning the beatdown can be on. The dispatching doesn’t take long
and Austin orders JR and King’s mics be turned on again. Austin is about
to leave but Shane grabs Bischoff’s hand and slaps Austin in the jaw,
meaning a Stunner is perfectly acceptable. Shane pulls him up at two
though, as the big elbow drives Bischoff through the announcers’ table
for the pin.

Rating: F. What did this accomplish? There’s no reason this couldn’t have
been the end of Monday Night Raw as the big deal was Coach turning heel.
Use this valuable pay per view time (some of the biggest pay per view
time of the year) on the people who matter, not for the sake of making
Kane look good because he never gets to do that otherwise. This was
really annoying, especially when you consider everything that was left
off the show so this could get a lot of time.

Beer is consumed post match because this hasn’t eaten up enough time yet.

HHH and Ric Flair get very serious with Randy Orton, telling him that he
needs to focus on keeping the title on HHH and nothing more. Orton:
“What? I got it.”



US Title: Eddie Guerrero vs. Chris Benoit vs. Tajiri vs. Rhyno

Eddie is defending under tornado rules and one fall to a finish. Tony
Chimmel tells us that this is the four way for the US Title before
telling us that this is the four way for the US Title. It's a brawl to
start with Eddie staying on the floor, which might not be the smartest
move in the world here. With Tajiri sent outside, Benoit snaps the
Crossface onto Rhyno, drawing Eddie in for the save. Rhyno clotheslines
Tajiri for two and Eddie is there for the save again. Eddie gets triple
teamed but Rhyno shifts over to Benoit for some reason.

A powerslam gives Rhyno two on Eddie as it’'s still all over the place,
albeit not at the fastest pace. Rhyno and Benoit are sent outside,
leaving Tajiri to monkey flip Eddie for two. All four are back in with
Rhyno superplexing Eddie for two with Tajiri making the save. Tajiri gets
the same by kicking Benoit in the head but the champ saves this time. A
headscissors puts Rhyno on the floor and Eddie’s rope walk hurricanrana

gets two on Benoit.

Tajiri comes back in and gets caught in the Lasso From El Paso but Benoit
quickly follows with a Crossface on Rhyno. Eddie isn’t sure what to do
but Tajiri making the ropes makes his decision much easier. That earns
Eddie a Crossface of his own until Rhyno and Tajiri break it up. Rhyno
busts up Tajiri’s spine for two and it’s Benoit rolling some German
suplexes to make Tajiri feel even worse.

Tajiri manages to get in one of his own though and bridges back for a
close two, leaving everyone down at once. Back up and Tajiri gets Benoit
in the Tarantula, leaving Rhyno to Gore Eddie. The problem is Eddie had
the US Title in his hands to bust up Rhyno’s shoulder, leaving him down
in pain. Benoit'’s Swan Dive gets two as Tajiri dives in for a save, only
to have both of them fall outside. Eddie sneaks in with a frog splash to
pin Rhyno and retain the title.

Rating: B-. This was a good match that was trying hard to be great. There
were a few too many dead spots in there though and they never hit a
higher gear that they were capable of, but at least they did well with
what they did. Eddie stealing the pin after cheating with the belt makes



perfect sense for him and it’'s the right idea to keep the title on him
with the roll he’s currently on.

We look at Brock Lesnar destroying Zach Gowen, who will be out for a good
while as a result.

Earlier tonight on Heat, Matt Hardy accepted a forfeit win over Gowen.

We recap Brock Lesnar vs. Kurt Angle. Brock beat Angle for the title at
Wrestlemania and Angle went on the shelf. While he was out, Angle and
Lesnar became friends, which lead them to Vengeance where Angle won the
title back in a triple threat. A few weeks later, Lesnar turned on Angle
to join forces with Vince in the name of being the REAL Brock Lesnar.
Brock attacked Angle in a cage and left him laying, which has only ticked
Angle off coming in to the title match.

Smackdown World Title: Kurt Angle vs. Brock Lesnar

Brock is challenging and we actually get an old school rules explanation
from the referee. They hit the mat to start with Angle getting the better
of it (not exactly shocking) and frustrating Lesnar early on. Another
takedown looks to set up the ankle lock but Kurt goes to a headlock that
Brock can break far more easily. 0dd thinking there. Back up and Brock
shoves him away without too much effort so Angle armdrags Lesnar outside,
frustrating Brock all over again.

Kurt follows him outside and starts in on Brock’s knee before sending him
into the barricade. Back in and the first suplex gets two on Brock, who
responds by gorilla pressing him out to the floor in a big crash (great
visual with Angle just falling to the floor). Now it’s Brock'’s turn for a
suplex as he’s starting to look all surly. A tilt-a-whirl backbreaker
gets two on Kurt and we hit the rear naked choke before that meant much
to a lot of fans. It’'s off to a regular bodyscissors instead, followed by
a chinlock.

Of course Angle fights up (after Brock let go of two better holds), this
time being cut down by a hard knee to the ribs. A hard clothesline drops
Angle again and the move that would become known as Shell Shock (complete
with walking around the ring) gives Brock two. Some shoulders in the



corner stay on Angle’s ribs so Kurt hits him in the face. You don’t do
that to Lesnar though and Angle gets more shoulders to his ribs for his
efforts.

Brock's big running charge goes into the post though and Kurt’s running
shoulder block staggers Lesnar. A dropkick to the knee has Brock in more
trouble and it’s time to roll the German suplexes (with Lesnar holding
the shoulder off each one). The Angle Slam doesn’t work and Brock goes
back to the ribs with a spinebuster. Since one finisher is countered, the
other has to be as well so Kurt reverses the F5 into a good looking DDT
for two of his own. Now the Angle Slam is good for two and Angle is even
more fired up.

In my favorite Angle spot, he puts the straps back up so he can take them
down all over again. The ankle lock goes on but Brock rolls forward,
sending Angle into the referee. Kurt charges at him for what looks like a
sunset flip but stops halfway, wrapping his legs around Brock'’s neck and
arm (almost in an upside down triangle choke). Since that’s not the
easiest hold to maintain, Angle switches over to the ankle lock for the
tap but there’s no referee.

Cue Vince to chair Angle in the back, setting up the F5 for a delayed
two. Another F5 is reversed into the ankle lock to put Brock in real
trouble. He grabs all four bottom ropes but the hold isn’t broken for
absolutely no apparent reasons, meaning Brock has to tap to retain
Angle’s title.

Rating: B+. It’'s not quite their Wrestlemania match but Angle getting his
win back makes sense...in theory. They’ve been building Lesnar up as the
unstoppable monster for the last few weeks so it would have made sense to
have him win here (with Vince’'s help) before losing the rematch down the
line. That being said, I'm fine with Angle retaining here as it makes
sense from the long term. In other words, this one depends on how you
look at it, but it’s a rather strong match either way.

Vince gets an Angle Slam through a chair to wish him a happy birthday.

We recap Kane vs. Rob Van Dam. Kane lost his mask and despite Van Dam

trying to calm him down and say that he didn’t need the mask, Kane went



crazy and started destroying everything in his path. This included
beating up Van Dam, Shane McMahon and Linda McMahon and setting Jim Ross
on fire. This seems to be setting up Kane vs. Shane, but first Van Dam
gets his shot tonight.

Kane vs. Rob Van Dam

No Holds Barred, which is added right before the match. JR refers to Kane
as the “byproduct of an inbred mongrel dog”. As I so often wonder of both
JR and Jim Cornette: WHERE DO THEY COME UP WITH THIS STUFF??? Van Dam
tries to start fast but gets clotheslined down in short order. They head
outside with Kane sending him into the barricade but charging into a
boot, allowing Rob to follow up with another kick to the face.

Van Dam gets posted though and it’s time for a ladder. Rob is smart
enough to kick it into his face, followed by a top rope kick to the
chest. A crossbody puts them both on the floor and of course Kane takes
over again. The announcers talk about what Kane did to Linda, which is
both a good and bad idea. It’'s good in that it shows you what Kane is
capable of and how evil he is, but it also shows you how unimportant this

match is because it’'s all about Shane vs. Kane down the line.

Back in and another kick to Kane’s face knocks him into the corner
(there's certainly a pattern here) as JR deems Kane smelly. Kane shoves
Rob off the top and down onto the barricade as the violence starts to go
the monster’s way again. The ladder to the face drops Rob again and it’s
time for some simple choking. Thankfully the referee doesn’t break it up
because that comes off as barring a hold, which might get a lawyer
involved with his life.

Rob gets kicked outside again and this time Kane follows by going to the
top, only to dive into the barricade by mistake (that looked bad on
replay as Kane seemed to slip, leaving him without enough distance and
sending him head first into the barricade). Now it’'s Rob getting in a

ladder shot, which Kane of course shrugs off.

A DDT on the floor knocks Rob silly but he’s able to drop toehold Kane
into the steps. The spinning kick from the apron drops Kane again,

followed by Rolling Thunder onto the chair. Kane sits up so Rob dropkicks



the chair into his face for good measure. The Van Terminator misses
though and a Tombstone onto the steps is enough to end Rob.

Rating: B. Nice brawl here but I couldn’t shake the feeling that it

didn’t mean anything given the story they’ve already told us is coming.
Rob was trying here though and made the match fun, especially with the
story of the wrestling going to Van Dam and the hardcore stuff going to

Kane, but we’re heading for Kane vs. Shane and everyone knows it.

Bischoff is banged up and doesn’t want to talk about his loss but Linda
McMahon comes in. Eric starts stammering and gets slapped in the face as
the billionaire gets revenge. I can totally relate.

Flair gives HHH a final pep talk.
The Chamber is lowered.

Long recap on the main event, which also features a look at the Chamber.
HHH was scheduled to defend against Goldberg one on one but a torn groin
necessitated a multi-person match because Heaven forbid HHH take a spear
and Jackhammer and lose in a short match with the excuse that he wasn’t
ready or was wrestling hurt or any other idea they had. Somehow we get
Kevin Nash in another main event though, because that’s what the world
was waiting for. There have been some personal issues added after the
match announcement but it still feels a little thrown together.

Raw World Title: HHH vs. Goldberg vs. Shawn Michaels vs. Randy Orton vs.

Chris Jericho vs. Kevin Nash

The intervals are three minutes this year because we need to move this
along. Goldberg slips during his entrance, which is edited out of the
Network version (though he goes from standing in the middle of the stage
to a few steps to the right off a camera cut). Shawn and Jericho start us
off as the fans chant for Goldberg. They hit the mat to start for the
Flair pinfall reversal sequence before trading slaps.

Shawn backdrops him but has to switch to a small package to escape the
Walls attempt. Jericho can’t hit the Lionsault so instead we’ll listen to
JR mess up history by saying this title has only changed hands once



before in Arizona. That’'s some nice sounding trivia, but remember that
this title isn’t even a year old yet and has its own lineage. Sure that
doesn’t mean much, but this is the way WWE has set things up and they
can't keep it straight. Anyway, Orton is in third with a high crossbody
for two on Shawn, followed by the signature backbreaker gets the same on
Jericho.

The RKO is broken up though and Jericho backdrops Orton onto the steel.
Now the Walls work just fine on Shawn but it’'s Kevin Nash in fourth.
That'’s enough for Jericho to break it up and go after Nash, who isn’t
happy with his new haircut. I find it rather spiffy, even as Nash throws
Jericho into the Chamber wall. Nash’s side slam gets two on Orton and
Jericho is busted open. Nash goes over for a Jackknife, only to get
superkicked down, allowing Jericho to roll him up for the pin, meaning

Nash was in there for all of two minutes.

HHH is in fifth...and Shawn superkicks him right back into the pod. Nash
isn’t done yet though and Jackknifes Jericho and Orton as a parting gift.
Shawn, who is down off throwing a superkick, covers both villains for two
each. Everyone punches it out until Goldberg is in to complete the field.
Right hands and forearms abound and it’s the spear to get rid of Orton in
short order. Jericho gets launched onto the cage floor again and another
spear sends him through the Plexiglas.

As Goldberg gets back in, Shawn scores with a forearm followed by the top
rope elbow. Sweet Chin Music misses though and it’s a spear and
Jackhammer to get us down to three. The same thing gets rid of Jericho
and it’s HHH (who still hasn’t gotten out of the pod) vs. Goldberg for
the title.

Flair shuts the pod again and holds it shut as well as he can, only to
have Goldberg break the “unbreakable Plexiglas”. Some right hands keep
HHH in trouble and Goldberg sends him into the Chamber walls a few times.
A clothesline takes him down again and HHH is busted open. Goldberg loads
up the spear but Flair slips HHH the sledgehammer to knock Goldberg cold
and the title is retained.

Rating: D. This wasn’t even twenty minutes long. The best way to describe



this match would be a middle finger to the fans who are nearly dying to
see HHH lose that freaking title already but we need to make sure he's
ready to give Goldberg the rub or something. I'm not sure how WWE can
validate keeping the title on HHH when they have Goldberg right there and
HHH can barely move, but I'm sure it’'s just the right thing to do, at
least according to HHH. That's 2003 in a nutshell: cheer for whomever you
want, but you get HHH.

The rest of the match was of course nothing because Goldberg was the only
person who could conceivably win the thing. Instead of something
competitive and compelling, it was fifteen minutes of waiting around on
Goldberg, then Goldberg crushing people for a few minutes, and then HAHA
IT’S THE SLEDGEHAMMER AGAIN! The ending was so deflating that there’s not

Evolution beats Goldberg down and handcuffs him to the Chamber because
WWE needs to demonstrate how to book Goldberg.

Overall Rating: D. The show isn’t even that bad, but rather almost
completely flat. There are a few good matches with Brock vs. Angle being
a highlight but that just made me want to watch the Wrestlemania match
again. The TV coming into this show has been really dull due to a lot of
McMahons and while they were used more sparingly here, you could still
feel them throughout the whole show. That main event really took the life
out of the whole thing though and there was nothing else that was going
to fix things. Not a good show, but it could have been worse.

Ratings Comparison

La Resistance vs. Dudley Boys
Original: C

2013 Redo: D+

2018 Redo: C-

A-Train vs. Undertaker

Original: D



2013 Redo: D
2018 Redo: D
Eric Bischoff vs.
Original: D
2013 Redo:

N/A

2018 Redo: F

Rhyno vs. Tajiri vs.

Original: B-
2013 Redo: B+
2018 Redo: B-
Kurt Angle vs.
Original: A-

2013 Redo: B

2018 Redo: B+
Kane vs.
Original: C-
2013 Redo: C-

2018 Redo: B

HHH vs. Goldberg vs.

Randy Orton
Original: D
2013 Redo: C-

2018 Redo: D

Rob Van Dam

Shane McMahon

Chris Benoit vs.

Brock Lesnar

Shawn Michaels vs.

Eddie Guerrero

Chris Jericho vs.

Kevin Nash vs.



Overall Rating
Original: D+
2013 Redo: C
2018 Redo: D

That’s one of the hardest swings I’'ve ever had on a show but you can see
a little consistency in there somewhere.

Here’'s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/06/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2

003-brock-vs-angle-ii/

And the 2013 Redo:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/08/08/summerslam-count-up-2003-meet-th
e-old-hhh-same-as-the-new-hhh/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/06/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2003-brock-vs-angle-ii/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/06/history-of-summerslam-count-up-2003-brock-vs-angle-ii/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/08/08/summerslam-count-up-2003-meet-the-old-hhh-same-as-the-new-hhh/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/08/08/summerslam-count-up-2003-meet-the-old-hhh-same-as-the-new-hhh/
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/

Monday Night Raw - July 11,
2022: The Anniversary
Slowdown

Monday Night Raw

Date: July 11, 2022

Location: AT&T Center, San Antonio, Texas
Commentators: Jimmy Smith, Corey Graves, Byron Saxton

We’'re well on the way to Summerslam and that means the card is
mostly set. I'm curious to see what that means we are going to
be seeing added to the show, as that can often be more
interesting than seeing things built up even more. If nothing
else, Brock Lesnar is here tonight so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap from Smackdown with Roman Reigns saying
things pick up when the Big Dog comes around.

Here is Brock Lesnar to get things going. Brock says God bless
Texas and even takes his hat off to show some manners. Reigns
talks about how Roman Reigns has been living high on the hog
and at Summerslam, the hog is being slaughtered, like Lesnar
does on his ranch. Violence is promised, but here is Paul
Heyman to interrupt. Lesnar: “Speak of the hog.” Heyman talks
about how Lesnar is a monster, but the fans say Heyman sucks.
Lesnar asks if Heyman is going to say anything worthwhile,
sending Heyman into a rant about how this match plays into
Lesnar’s hands.

We hear about how Lesnar is a killer and someone who will
destroy everything. Reigns 1is approaching 700 days as
Universal Champion and that is a streak Lesnar won’'t break.
Heyman will have Reigns ready, even if that means reaching up
Lesnar’s a** and ripping out his heart. Lesnar isn’t sure what
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to make of that but here is Theory to interrupt. Theory
promises to win the title at Summerslam, but Lesnar tells him
to come down here and let’s do it right now.

We see a clip of Lesnar beating Theory up in the Elimination
Chamber, which Theory says is what could happen to Reigns. It
could happen to Lesnar too, and here is the Alpha Academy for
a distraction. Chad Gable’s chop block just annoys him and the
ring is cleared out with no trouble. Lesnar F5's 0tis through
the announcers’ table for a bonus. And that’s how Brock Lesnar
is used this week.

Rey Mysterio vs. Finn Balor

Damian Priest and Rey Mysterio are here too and before the
match, Priest says that the Mysterios being attacked last week
was one for the old guys. Now Rey has nothing to offer Dominik
but an ugly mask and some old, tired tricks that aren’t even
his. The offer is tossed out to join the Judgment Day again
but Dominik turns them down. Balor points out what happens to
people they don’t like and we see the beatdown on Edge from a
few weeks ago. Balor calls Rey a bad father and the villains
are cleared out without much trouble.

As for the actual match, we’'re joined in progress after a
break with Balor choking on the ropes until Rey is back with a
kick to the floor. The big dive connects but Balor is back up
with a backbreaker to take over again. Rey fights back but
gets caught on top with a shot to the knee.

Said knee is fine enough to send Balor outside for a sliding
sunset bomb into the barricade as we take a break. Back with
Rey hitting a super hurricanrana for two, despite having one
good leg. The 619 connects but Balor avoids the frog splash.
Rey crucifixes him for two but Balor is back with something
close to 1916. The Coup de Grace gives Balor the pin at 10:12.

Rating: C+. It wasn’t a great match but Balor vs. Rey is going
to work just because of the two people involved. There is so



much talent involved that it will be fine enough, which 1is
about what we got here. What matters is continuing the story,
which could mean the end of Dominik and that is a very
promising world.

Post match Dominik checks on Rey as Judgment Day looks down at
both of them.

Here is Becky Lynch before the Raw Women’s Title match. She
gets on the announcers’ table and rants about how she should
have gotten her rematch but didn’t have a shortcut like Liv
Morgan or a title shot like Carmella is getting tonight. Lynch
gets where she goes because she is that good and works that
hard, so tonight she is DEMANDING the title shot at
Summerslam.

Raw Women's Title: Bianca Belair vs. Carmella

Belair is defending and drives Carmella into the corner
without much trouble to start. They go outside with Belair
sending her into the corner, only to stop to yell at Lynch as
we take a break. Back with Carmella grabbing a figure four
necklock across the ropes. Carmella goes up, only to get
pulled out of the air and caught with a delayed vertical
suplex for two. The trade rollups for two each and Belair hits
a double chickenwing facebuster.

Raised knees block the handspring moonsault though and
Carmella rolls her up for two more. The low superkick 1is
countered into a faceplant on the turnbuckle but the KOD is
countered into an X Factor (nice) for another near fall.
Belair is back with a clothesline, only to get caught with a
spinebuster. Carmella low bridges her to the floor, where
Carmella rakes her eyes. That earns her a posting and Belair
throws her back inside. Cue Becky for the distraction so
Belair gets counted out at 11:47.

Rating: C. Of course they did. Of course they did. Of course
they have to keep Carmella in this spot, meaning she 1is



probably going to get a title match at Summerslam out of all
this stuff. I'm sure Becky vs. Bianca 1s coming, but it
wouldn’t surprise me to see Carmella added somehow. Pretty
good match here, but the result is pretty awful.

Post match Carmella holds up the title until Belair finally
punches her in the chest. The KOD plants Carmella, because
THIS FEUD MUST CONTINUE SINCE A CLEAN WIN MEANS NOTHING!

Here's the same creepy vignette from the last few weeks.

We look back at Miz and Ciampa joining forces to beat down AJ
Styles.

Here are Miz and Ciampa for MizTV. Ciampa wants to open eyes
around here and Miz can help him do that better than anyone
else. This sends Miz into a rant about Logan Paul, who has
posted a video saying that he is still coming for Miz. That
doesn’t work for Miz, who offers Paul one more chance to be
his partner, or he’ll just team with Ciampa to win the titles.

Cue AJ Styles to say Miz has found someone to do his dirty
work, which sounds like the actions of someone with....Miz:
“DON’'T YOU DARE!” AJ calls him a coward...with tiny, tiny
testicles. Styles clears the ring and here is Ezekiel to
interrupt. His brother Elias talks about how Styles really is
phenomenal. He was almost as insistent about that as he was
about Miz having tiny testicles. Ezekiel has been talking to
Adam Pearce and the scheduled handicap match is now going to
be a tag match.

Ezekiel/AJ Styles vs. Ciampa/Miz

Joined in progress with Ciampa working on Ezekiel, who comes
back with some shots to the face. Miz comes in and gets
knocked down as well, meaning it'’s back to Ciampa, who gets
suplexed for his efforts. A cheap shot from the apron puts
Ezekiel in trouble though and Ciampa sends him into the
barricade, setting up the pat on the back.



We take a break and come back with Ezekiel fighting out of
Ciampa’s chinlock and slugging his way out of trouble. The hot
tag brings in Styles to clean house, including a gutbuster for
two on Miz. The short DDT plants AJ but the fireman’s carry
neckbreaker gives Styles two, with Ciampa making the save. AJ
puts on the calf Crusher until Ciampa makes another save, this
time hammering on Styles until it’s a DQ at 11:32.

Rating: C-. Well I guess it’'s better than Ciampa taking
another pin. I'm not sure how much better it is to have Ciampa
in this team than in anything else but at least he has
something to do. Still though, actually having him get a win
that matters would be better, though I'm not sure if that is
something that is actually going to happen. So call it an
upgrade? Maybe?

Post match AJ hits Ciampa with the slingshot forearm to the
floor as Miz bails.

Riddle talks to Bobby Lashley about their tag match with Seth
Rollins and Theory later tonight. Before that, maybe they can
watch Stranger Things together so Riddle doesn’t get scared!
Lashley is going to go warm up instead.

Alexa Bliss/Asuka vs. Doudrop/Nikki Ash

Asuka knocks Ash down without much trouble to start and it’s
off to Bliss for some rollups. Doudrop comes in off a blind
tag though and runs Bliss over. Some forearms allow Ash to
come back in for a quickly broken chinlock. Bliss avoids a
charge in the corner, allowing Asuka to come back in and
strike away at Doudrop. Asuka knees Ash out of the air and
adds the sliding kick for two. Back in and Bliss hits her DDT
to pin Ash at 4:12.

Rating: C-. The good thing here is that they didn’t have this
go on too long, as there was little doubt about who was
winning. Bliss has been on a roll since being back and Asuka
is Asuka, meaning there isn’t much for Doudrop and Ash to do.



This was one of those “get them on the show” matches and
that’s fine for a short one.

We look back at the Street Profits getting a shoulder up
against the Usos at Money In The Bank but losing anyway.

Jimmy Uso vs. Angelo Dawkins

Jey Uso and Montez Ford are here too. Before the match, the
Usos brag about how great they are. This brings out the Street
Profits to be rather serious and say that they’re going to win
at Summerslam because they want the smoke. And now here’s R-
Truth, to say he needs to serve as counselor here. That isn’t
going to work for the Usos, unless R-Truth can be the referee
for the Summerslam rematch.

Well....actually he 1is a certified WWE referee so he
demonstrates refereeing abilities. Jimmy calls R-Truth a
clown, so R-Truth is ready to fight. A handicap match is set
up, but now it’'s Omos and MVP interrupting. MVP thinks Omos
should be the referee, but R-Truth doesn’t think Omos can
count to ten. MVP: “Neither can you Truth.” The Profits are in
and R-Truth is in, complete with a REMEMBER THE ALAMO (which
Riddle said tonight too), so Omos and the Usos knock everyone
down without much trouble.

Usos/0Omos vs. R-Truth/Street Profits

R-Truth gets caught in the corner to start with all three
villains getting in a forearm or two. Some shots out of the
corner get R-Truth out of trouble and he flips out of a belly
to back suplex. The Profits come in without a tag and hit
stereo dropkicks, sending the Usos to the floor. Some dives
hit the Usos (though Dawkins mostly crashes in a NASTY
landing) but Omos pulls R-Truth out of the air and drops him
on the apron to take over.

We take a break and come back with Omos still working on R-
Truth as a power giant should. Jey comes in and gets knocked



down, allowing the hot tag off to Ford. House 1is cleaned,
including an enziguri to put Omos on the floor. Omos gets
posted and a Doomsday Device (back elbow instead of a
clothesline) gets two on Jimmy with Jey making a save. Dawkins
hits the spinebuster but Omos tags himself in for the
chokebomb and the pin at 11:30.

Rating: C+. It was a bit random, but I will absolutely take
this over another singles match between one of the Profits and
an Uso. There is no need to keep doing that same thing so
mixing it up with some fresh faces is a good idea. I'm not
sure if Dawkins needed to take the fall when R-Truth was right
there but Omos getting the pin at all is good enough.

Seth Rollins is ready for tonight’s tag match but he doesn’t
think much of Riddle attacking him last week. Riddle is just a
bro that Randy Orton felt sorry for and now there is no Randy
to hide behind. Rollins moves on to talking about Cody Rhodes
but here is Theory to ask for Money In The Bank cash-in
advice. That works for Rollins and they go off for a chat.

Creepy vignette again.
We look at Miz calling out Logan Paul again earlier tonight.

Paul has responded and wants Miz one on one at Summerslam.
He’ll be here next week and (with eyes bugging out) it’ll be
AWESOME !

Bobby Lashley/Riddle vs. Seth Rollins/Theory

Rollins knocks Riddle down and drops a knee to start before
handing it off to Theory. Some rapid fire kicks in the corner
drop Theory and it’s Lashley coming in for a change. A DDT to
Rollins and a Downward Spiral to Theory at the same time gets
two so Riddle comes back in. Everything breaks down and
Rollins is sent outside for a ram into the post...and we have
Dolph Ziggler?



We take a break and come back with Rollins hitting a reverse
superplex on Riddle for a near fall. Theory comes in but
charges into a choke from Riddle. That’s enough for the tag
back to Lashley so house can be cleaned. A forearm to the back
of the head cuts him off though and Rollins adds a frog splash
for two. It’s back to Riddle for the Randy Orton comeback on
Theory as Lashley spears Rollins through the barricade. Theory
blocks the RKO and rolls Riddle up with feet on the ropes,
only to have Ziggler (Remember him?) shove them off. The RKO
gives Riddle the pin on Theory at 13:40.

Rating: C+. I kind of like the ending as Theory doesn’t have
anything specific going on other than teasing a cash in, so
give him some kind of a match at Summerslam instead. It isn't
like Ziggler has been around in the better part of ever anyway
so bring him back in for something like this. Good enough
match too, with the twist helping a bit.

Post match Ziggler superkicks Theory to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. This was the kind of show that felt long
and then went even longer than that. There was some good
action here and there, but for the most part it felt like a
show where they were trying to fill in as much time as they
could. Summerslam got a bit of a build, but the show was
rather uninteresting and there wasn’t much worth getting
excited about here.

Results

Finn Balor b. Rey Mysterio — Coup de Grace

Carmella b. Bianca Belair via countout

Ezekiel/AJ Styles b. Miz/Ciampa via DQ when Ciampa wouldn’t
stop attacking Styles

Alexa Bliss/Asuka b. Doudrop/Nikki Ash — DDT to Ash

Omos/Usos b. R-Truth/Street Profits — Chokebomb to Dawkins
Riddle/Bobby Lashley b. Theory/Seth Rollins — RKO to Theory



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

New Column: Yes, Agailn

Now in back to back years!

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/new-column-yes/
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