
Pick A Summerslam For Me To
Redo
It’s that time again. We are coming up on Summerslam and that
means I need to redo some shows. As usual, I’m going to let
you pick one of them, as I’ll be doing the 2021 edition but
need an older show as well. You can pick whatever you want,
save for the following, which I’ve either done too often or
recently:

1998

2001

2006

2007

2020

Vote in the comments below, with the Count-Up starting on
Sunday!

ECW On Sci Fi – December 6,
2007:  Pick  Your  Not  Quite
Poison
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: December 6, 2007
Location: Civic Center, Florence, South Carolina
Attendance: 3,000
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Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

We’re  on  Thursday  here,  probably  due  to  some  kind  of  a
scheduling conflict, and that means a grand total of nothing.
The big story coming out of last week saw Mark Henry attacking
Kane and seemingly joining forces with Big Daddy V. Kane is
going to need some help and maybe he can get that this week.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Matt Striker is in the back with Big Daddy V and Mark Henry,
saying that CM Punk now has no other choice. Punk can pick one
of them to face and they will take his title. Isn’t that a
choice?

Opening sequence.

Miz/John Morrison vs. Major Brothers

Non-title. Brett wastes no time in dropkicking Miz to the
floor for a slingshot dive before Brian does the same thing to
Morrison. A cheap shot takes Brett down on the floor though
and  it’s  a  double  faceplant  to  drop  Brett  back  inside.
Morrison’s running knee to the face gets two but Brett slips
out of a double belly to back, allowing the hot tag off to
Brian for the house cleaning. Everything breaks down and Brian
takes Miz to the floor, leaving Brett to get dropped throat
first on top. The flipping neckbreaker gives Morrison the pin.

Rating: C. I like Miz and Morrison getting somewhere with the
wins, but there are only so many teams for them to run over
one after another. It makes sense to have Smackdown and ECW
work together and it has helped, but as usual, the double Tag
Team Champions deal doesn’t quite work in WWE. Normally I
would say you would hope they could learn, but I don’t think
I’m that gullible.

CM Punk doesn’t care if he’s facing Big Daddy V or Mark Henry
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because he loses either way. Armando Alejandro Estrada or Matt
Striker can choose, because he’ll fight either of them.

Balls Mahoney/Kelly Kelly vs. Victoria/Kenny Dykstra

The guys start things off with Dykstra hitting a dropkick for
an early two. That earns him the snap jabs from Mahoney so
it’s off to the women. A very spinning headscissors drops
Victoria for two and Kelly slaps Dykstra for a bonus. Victoria
knocks her down and grabs a choke to keep things slow. Kelly
fights up and brings Mahoney back in to roll Dykstra up for
the pin.

Rating: C-. This would be your feel good win of the week as
Kelly and Mahoney continue to have nothing to do together but
they’re stuck here for the time being. The oddball thing was
fun  while  it  lasted  but  how  far  can  you  really  go  with
something like this? Nothing match as you might have guessed,
though what else could they have done?

Here is Shelton Benjamin to talk about promises. People are
promised  all  kinds  of  good  things,  including  him.  He  was
promised that one day he would get his big break, because he
is the Gold Standard.

Shelton Benjamin vs. Jimmy Wang Yang

Benjamin takes him down to start but a crucifix gives Yang
two. Back up and a heck of a buckle bomb drops Yang again,
setting up a neck crank to put Yang in more trouble. That’s
broken  up  but  Yang’s  high  crossbody  is  countered  into  a
gutbuster. The jumping Downward Spiral gives Benjamin the pin.

Rating: C. The series of Benjamin squashes continues as they
still need to come up with a name for that finisher. The
gutbuster out of the air was pretty awesome, but there is only
so much that can be gotten out of Benjamin with that goofy
looking gold hair. It’s an idea that might have worked on
paper but it isn’t quite clicking otherwise.



Here’s the opening video again.

Armageddon rundown.

Kevin Thorn v. Jeff Lewis

Thorn is just a guy in trunks this time. Lewis grabs the arm
to start and gets planted with a quick backbreaker, followed
by  a  heck  of  a  clothesline.  A  torture  rack  backbreaker
finishes Lewis in a hurry.

Here is Matt Striker to toss a coin to determine CM Punk’s
opponent for tonight.

CM Punk vs. Mark Henry

Non-title and Punk’s early kick to the chest has no effect. A
waistlock is quickly countered with straight power so Punk
goes with the required choke on the back. Henry doesn’t seem
to mind as he walks Punk out to the floor for a posting to
break it up. Back in and Henry steps on the ribs but has to
shrug off Punk’s rapid fire kicks. The nerve hold goes on,
though the fans stay right there behind Punk. The charge in
the corner misses though and Punk hits the running knee, only
to have Big Daddy V come in for the DQ.

Rating: D. What else were you expecting here? Henry is the
better of the two options, but it isn’t like he can do that
much at the moment. Punk is still in need of some challengers
though and these two could do well in the role, assuming you
don’t expect too much from them. Like a good match here for
instance.

Post match the beating is on until Kane makes the save to end
the show.

Overall Rating: C-. They have things going on here, but that
doesn’t mean they are the most interesting. Punk and Kane vs.
the monsters feels like something that is done to fill time
until Punk is ready for his next real match ad that is only



going to get them so far. The rest of the show is pretty
skippable, but they certainly get points for putting in some
kind of effort to build stories and people up. Just execute it
better.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Daily News Update – June 22,
2022
ake sure you check out some recent reviews.

Monday Night Raw – June 20, 2022

NXT – June 21, 2022

Not So Fast: WWE Changes Money In The Bank Title Match, New
Challenger Named.
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https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/not-fast-wwe-changes-mon
ey-bank-title-match-new-challenger-named/

Next Challenger Up: New Title Match Added To WWE Money In The
Bank.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/next-challenger-new-titl
e-match-added-wwe-money-bank/

Get Well Soon: WWE Hall Of Famer Announces Upcoming
Amputations.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/get-well-soon-wwe-hall-f
amer-announces-upcoming-amputations/

Two More: Multiple Names Qualify For Money In The Bank Ladder
Matches.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/two-multiple-names-quali
fy-money-bank-ladder-matches/

WOO! Big Change Made To Ric Flair’s Final Match Next Month.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/woo-big-change-made-ric-
flairs-final-match-next-month/

WWE Made Last Minute Change To Monday Night Raw Finale.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-made-last-minute-cha
nge-monday-night-raw-finale/

Uh Oh: WWE May Be Facing Another Lawsuit Soon.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/uh-oh-wwe-may-facing-ano
ther-lawsuit-soon/

Hey Raaaandy: It Might Be A Bit Before An RKBro Feud Can Take
Place.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/hey-raaaandy-might-bit-r
kbro-feud-can-take-place/
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Backstage Reaction To John Laurinaitis’ Removal As Head Of WWE
Talent Relations.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/backstage-reaction-john-
laurinaitis-removal-head-wwe-talent-relations/

VIDEO: A Familiar Face Is Coming To NXT (But Something Is
Different).

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/video-familiar-face-comi
ng-nxt/

Big Time: WWE Planning Major Match For Summerslam.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/big-time-wwe-planning-ma
jor-match-summerslam/

Multiple Ouches: Injury Updates On Several AEW Stars.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/multiple-ouches-injury-u
pdates-several-aew-stars/

Get Ready: Injured WWE Star Teases Return To The Ring.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/get-ready-injured-wwe-st
ar-teases-return-ring/

Former WWE Star Makes Surprise Return To Former Promotion.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/former-wwe-star-makes-su
rprise-return-former-promotion/

“Newcomers” Heading To AEW Dynamite This Week, Possible
Forbidden Door Match Coming.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/newcomers-heading-aew-dy
namite-week-possible-forbidden-door-match-coming/

Important Update On Sasha Banks’ WWE Status.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/important-update-sasha-b
anks-wwe-status-2/
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As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page.

NXT  –  June  21,  2022:  The
Taped Blues
NXT
Date: June 21, 2022
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Wade Barrett, Vic Joseph

it’s another title week this time around as we have Carmelo
Hayes defending the North American Title against Tony D’Angelo
in the main event. Other than that we continue the build
towards the Great American Bash, where Bron Breakker will
defend against Cameron Grimes. Other than that, we get more
Lash Legend and Joe Gacy because we’re that lucky. Let’s get
to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Solo Sikoa vs. Grayson Waller

Before the match, Sikoa talks about how he’s tired of Sikoa
whining and is ready to uncensor himself. That’s enough for
Sikoa to charge at him and the fight is on fast. They head
inside with Sikoa hammering away and hitting a belly to back
suplex.  Back  up  and  Sikoa  head  fakes  him  to  set  up  a
clothesline as Waller can’t get anything going here. Waller
gets smart by kicking at the leg and dropping Sikoa for a
change. Sikoa gets sent outside but comes back with an elbow
to the face as we take a break.
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Back with Waller hammering away and grabbing a cravate. The
trash talk takes a bit too much time though and Sikoa knocks
him to the floor. The turnbuckle pad is taken off somewhere in
there, meaning Sikoa misses a charge into the exposed buckle.
That means the rolling Stunner can finish for Waller at 12:14.

Rating: C+. The Waller push gets a bit of a recharge as he
beats Sikoa, who was on a pretty nice roll coming into this
week. I’m not sure where all of this is leading for the North
American Title, but odds are it will involve having a bunch of
people in a match at once. At least it might not involve a
ladder this time around.

Tony D’Angelo is ready for a big night and promises to take
things over tonight. Santos Escobar shakes his hand and calls
him the Don, though D’Angelo makes threats if he doesn’t win
the North American Title tonight.

JD McDonough is coming. He says never bet against an ace, he
looks like Jordan Devlin and he sounds like Jordan Devlin, but
this is JD McDonough.

Katana Chance/Kayden Carter vs. Yulisa Leon/Valentina Feroz

Carter dropkicks the dancing Leon down to start and the rapid
fire double teaming begins. Leon is sent into the corner for a
running dropkick to give Chance two. Chance sweeps the leg for
two but it’s quickly off to Feroz to take over. That doesn’t
last long as Carter is right back in to double team Feroz
down. A superkick into the neckbreaker/450 splash combination
(with the 450 being more knees to the chest) gives Chance the
pin at 5:14.

Rating: D+. This was a bit rough, with that ending being a
hard landing for everyone. Chance and Carter continue to be
one of the better women’s teams in the company, but hopefully
the main roster doesn’t figure that out and think that they
should be involved in the Tag Team Title picture. Leon and
Feroz are fine as jobbers of the division but that’s about it



so far.

Here is an upset looking Wes Lee for a chat. He thanks the
fans for everything but he has gone from the highest of highs
to the lowest of lows. Lee was a two time Tag Team Champion
but then he had his world explode under his feet. All he has
been doing is trying to prove himself from Xyon Quin all the
way to Sanga, but here is Trick Williams to interrupt.

Williams says no one wants to hear this and suggests that
Lee’s partner (not named) left because Lee was dragging him
down. Lee accuses Williams of playing second fiddle to Carmelo
Hayes and the challenge seems to be thrown out. Williams calls
him Afro Thunder and says he’ll leave like Lee’s partners do.
Somebody  better  call  the  doctor  after  that  line  (Ready  2
Rumble reference if that didn’t make sense.).

Tiffany  Stratton  rants  about  how  annoying  Wendy  Choo  is,
especially with all of those onesies. Stratton swears revenge
for Choo costing her a match though.

Legado del Fantasma vs. Diamond Mine

Joaquin Wilde/Cruz del Toro vs. Damon Kemp/Roderick Strong
here. Strong takes del Toro down by the arm to start and
cranks away. Kemp comes in for a shot of his own, followed by
dragging del Toro into the corner so Strong can kick away.
That doesn’t last long as it’s off to Wilde to clean house.

Kemp is right there to cut him off though and the chinlock
goes on. That’s broken up as well and it’s del Toro coming in
to take over on Strong. Everything breaks down and it’s del
Toro hitting a slingshot dive to the floor. Two Dimes yells at
Del Toro though, leaving Wilde to get caught with a jumping
knee to the face to give Strong the pin at 4:54.

Rating:  C.  This  stuff  with  Legado/the  D’Angelo  Family  is
wearing thin in a hurry and I don’t exactly see myself keeping
up much interest on the whole thing. The teams don’t like each



other and now they’re screwing each other over. It wasn’t a
great  story  before  it  got  to  the  point  and  now  it  is
continuing. Kemp is still worth a look most of the time though
and you can see the development week to week, which is a great
thing.

Giovanni Vinci brags about his win last week but Ikemen Jiro
comes in to brag about his own style. A match seems likely.

Apollo  Crews  fantasizes  about  beating  someone  up  in  a
stairwell. Then he snaps back to reality and goes to do it for
real.

Here is Toxic Attraction for a chat. Mandy Rose doesn’t think
much of Roxanne Perez, who is going to learn what it means to
fail. Cue Perez, with Cora Jade, who knows what it means to
live your dreams, especially with Cora Jade by her side. Perez
would rather win the Tag Team Titles with Jade, but here are
Katana  Chance/Kayden  Carter  to  interrupt.  The  line  starts
behind them so the brawl is on.

Carmelo Hayes and Trick Williams are ready to win, including
Hayes  defending  his  North  American  Title  against  Tony
D’Angelo.

Indi Hartwell is ready to move on but Kiana James interrupts
to mock her. Hartwell says no one cares about James’ opinion
and a match is set for next week.

Cameron Grimes vs. Edris Enofe

Grimes spins out of a wristlock to start but the pace picks up
until  Enofe  dropkicks  him  down  for  two.  Enofe  gets  sent
outside though and Grimes hits a running kick in the apron. A
high crossbody gives Grimes two and he tries some YES Kicks,
which have Enofe begging for more. They trade shots to the
face for a double knockdown until Enofe sends him into the
ropes for a knee to the head. The big running flip dive drops
Grimes again but the 450 misses back inside. Grimes hits a



swinging Side Effect and the Cave In finishes for Grimes at
5:37.

Rating: C. Completely fine match with Grimes getting some
build before he gets to the title match. Sometimes that’s all
you need and it worked well here. Enofe is just good enough to
make Grimes break a bit of a sweat and that is all he needs to
do  with  something  like  this.  Good  enough  match  here  with
Grimes getting the boost that he needed.

Thea Hail arrives at Chase U and finds out that she’s rooming
with Bodie Hayward. Hail unpacks (with wacky sound effects)
and is VERY excited to be here. She’s off to get food, though
Hayward takes a shot to the ribs to slow him down.

Nikkita Lyons is on her way back next week.

Brooks Jensen vs. Von Wagner

Jensen gets sent into the corner to start but Wagner goes
after the hand (not the one that was hurt), including tying it
up in the turnbuckle. The armbar is broken up and Jensen
starts fighting back, only to get taken down by the arm. The
fireman’s carry neckbreaker finishes Jensen at 4:46.

Rating: D+. Yes, more Wagner, as we continue the push of the
generic power guy who has nothing going for him and does
absolutely nothing of note in the ring. I don’t see much in
Jensen either, but Wagner is reaching the point where I spend
more time trying to figure out what WWE could possibly see in
him. Not much more than a squash here, and even that was
boring.

Bron Breakker comes in to see Cameron Grimes and says that’s
the Grimes he wants to see at the Great American Bash. Grimes
says if this version shows up, he’s winning the NXT Title.

Joe Gacy gives the Dyad a pep talk about winning the Tag Team
Titles  again.  Can  we  just  say  they’re  the  Grizzled  Young



Veterans and move on?

Alba Fyre vs. Lash Legend

Legend kicks her down to start but has to fight out of a Gory
Bomb attempt. A butterfly suplex drops Fyre and legend gets to
keep up her awkward looking stomps. Fyre is back up with a
Gory Bomb but misses her Swanton, allowing Legend to get in a
baseball bat shot for the DQ at 3:27.

Rating: D. Lash Legend is not good and I’m running out of ways
to say it. I know WWE wants the NIL people to succeed and that
Legend has the size and sports background that they love but
my goodness. Who looks at her and thinks she is ready for TV
when she can bring down someone as talented as Fyre?

North American Title: Carmelo Hayes vs. Tony D’Angelo

Hayes is defending and a bunch of people are here. Hayes flips
around to start but everyone gets on the apron. The referee
looks at them and….does nothing, as they drop to the floor so
D’Angelo can punch Hayes. They head outside with Hayes being
sent into the steps as we take a break.

Back with D’Angelo grabbing a seated abdominal stretch but
Hayes fights up and hits a springboard spinning clothesline
for two. D’Angelo grabs a suplex for two as Trick Williams is
looking worried. A Codebreaker gives Hayes two but Stacks
offers a distraction, allowing Escobar to slip…..Hayes some
brass knuckles. D’Angelo yells at Escobar and it’s a right
hand from Hayes for the knockout to retain at 10:35.

Rating: C+. I liked this a bit more just because it seems like
we  might  be  on  the  way  to  some  big  finale  of  this
Escobar/D’Angelo stuff. Hayes can get out of this and move on
to the other challengers, as thankfully this felt like a side
quest. Good enough match too, with the ending being there to
advance the storyline more than anything else.



D’Angelo is mad to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. I wasn’t feeling this one of the most
part, though most of the wrestling was adequate. The problem
here  was  that  NXT  seemed  to  be  focusing  on  the  least
interesting stuff, which isn’t the best way to spend two plus
hours. The show felt long and there was nothing on here worth
seeing, making this a rather long show. Granted there is a
very good chance that has to do with it being another taped
show, so maybe the live versions can pick it up a little. For
now though, not a good week for NXT.

Results
Grayson Waller b. Solo Sikoa – Rolling Stunner
Katana Chance/Kayden Carter b. Yulisa Leon/Valentina Feroz –
Neckbreaker/450 combination to Leon
Diamond Mine b. Legado del Fantasma – Jumping knee to Wilde
Cameron Grimes b. Edris Enofe – Cave In
Von Wagner b. Brooks Jensen – Fireman’s carry neckbreaker
Alba Fyre b. Lash Legend via DQ when Legend used a baseball
bat
Carmelo  Hayes  b.  Tony  D’Angelo  –  Right  hand  with  brass
knuckles

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Monday Night Raw – June 20,
2022: All The Old Tricks
Monday Night Raw
Date: June 20, 2022
Location: Pinnacle Bank Arena, Lincoln, Nebraska
Commentators: Jimmy Smith, Corey Graves, Byron Saxton

We are less than two weeks away from Money in the Bank and
that means we are probably in for some qualifying matches.
Those can make for some interesting showdowns, though I’m not
sure I would get my hopes up for that around here. On top of
that, Riddle gets to deal with the fallout of losing to Roman
Reigns on Smackdown. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

In Memory Of Tim White.

Here  is  Bianca  Belair  for  a  chat.  After  getting  in  her
catchphrases, she says that the match with Rhea Ripley isn’t
happening….for now. So who gets the title shot at Money in the
Bank instead? Tonight we have five women competing, in the
form of Alexa Bliss, Liv Morgan, Carmella, Asuka and Becky
Lynch, in a fatal five way match to see who gets the shot. All
five competitors come out one by one to say they should get
the title shot while also taking shots at each other. Belair
says  she  is  ready  for  a  fight  so  let’s  have  the  match.
Standard revolving door intro as the women continue to be
catty to each other.

Alexa Bliss vs. Liv Morgan vs. Asuka vs. Becky Lynch vs.
Carmella
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One fall to a finish. Bliss and Morgan trade rollups to start
and then roll around the ring on a small package attempt.
Carmella comes back in to cover both of them until Asuka comes
in to miss a bunch of strikes to the face. A spinning backfist
drops Carmella but Becky trips Asuka to the floor. Bliss’
running Blockbuster gets two on Carmella, who rolls Bliss up
and yells at her. Back in and Morgan sends Carmella into the
corner before going up, only to be shoved onto the pile.
Corey: “Who is headed to Money in the” and we go to a break.

Back  with  Becky  escaping  the  Asuka  Lock  and  hitting  the
Manhandle Slam on Asuka. Bliss comes off the top for the save
and gets her own two with Morgan and Carmella making their own
save. Becky drops Morgan but gets pulled to the floor by Asuka
for the save. Bliss tries Twisted Bliss but hits raised knees,
only to have Carmella superkick Morgan for the pin at 12:23.

Rating: C-. So they’re just punting on the title match? I’m
not sure why Ripley is out but Belair could probably wrestle
herself to a more interesting match than anything Carmella is
going to be able to offer. Carmella hasn’t been around since
Wrestlemania but now she gets a title match because someone is
out?  I  know  Becky  and  Asuka  vs.  Belair  have  been  done
but….Carmella? It’s almost like having such a shallow women’s
division can cause problems.

Post match, Becky Lynch is yelling about not being at Money in
the Bank. Post break, Becky is still yelling and eventually
gets a Money in the Bank qualifying match against Asuka for
later tonight. Becky is not pleased, though she might not be
as surprised if she had read the official Raw preview that
advertised Lynch vs. Asuka in a qualifying match.

Here is Vince McMahon for a chat. This week marks the 1517th
episode of Raw, continuing its role as the longest running
weekly episodic show in history. For that, Vince thanks the
fans for being there for them. Twenty of those years have been
dominated by John Cena, who is back next week. End of speech,



though Vince does trip a bit on the way out of the ring. Now
that felt like trolling.

Video on Roman Reigns vs. Riddle on Smackdown, with Reigns
retaining but getting taken out by the returning Brock Lesnar
after  the  fact.  Reigns  vs.  Lesnar,  Last  Man  Standing  at
Summerslam.

Here  is  Riddle  for  a  chat  before  his  Money  in  the  Bank
qualifying  match.  Before  the  match,  Riddle  talks  about
swearing vengeance against Roman Reigns for injuring Randy
Orton. He got THIS close on Smackdown but a big spear was
enough to beat him. Now Riddle can’t challenge for the title
again, but he can win Money in the Bank and cash in to end
Reigns’ reign of terror. We hear about the other participants,
with Riddle wanting to hit Seth Rollins with a ladder for what
he did to Cody Rhodes.

Cue Omos and MVP to interrupt, with MVP suggesting that Riddle
is REALLY high right now if he thinks he has a chance against
Omos. Tonight, Riddle is going to have a bad comedown when
Omos slams him down. Riddle likes the joke but promises to
take  Omos  down  with  an  RKO,  which  is  spelled  with  three
letters.

Money in the Bank Qualifying Match: Riddle vs. Omos

Riddle has taped up ribs but charges at him to start, setting
up some rapid fire kicks in the corner. Omos takes him down
with a side slam and hits a running elbow to crush Riddle. The
logical bearhug goes on for a good while until Riddle fights
out again. Some running shots in the corner are cut off by a
toss across the ring but Riddle gets his feet up in the
corner.  The  Floating  Bro  staggers  Omos  but  the  RKO  is
countered  into  the  chokebomb  for  the  pin  at  3:51.

Rating: C-. These losses with Riddle trying so many of Orton’s
moves and mannerisms could be leading somewhere, as I could
see Orton being sick of Riddle losing using his stuff. Throw



in Riddle dedicating a huge match to Orton and then losing and
some seeds are being planted. Riddle vs. Orton is a huge match
if that is where they want to go, and waiting so much longer
makes it worth the effort. Or RKBro is back as the most over
act on Raw. Kind of hard to lose either way there.

Post match Omos lays Riddle out again and leaves, with Seth
Rollins coming to the ring. Rollins kicks him to the floor and
laughs at Riddle for losing back to back matches. He promises
to win the briefcase and cash it in on Roman Reigns, who has
been ducking him since the Royal Rumble. The speech takes so
long that Riddle gets back in, only to get kicked in the ribs
and Stomped.

Here is Theory, on the pose down platform from last week, for
a chat. After looking at a recap of Theory spraying baby oil
on Bobby Lashley to blind him last week, Theory brags about
how great he is and how no one can touch him. Next week is the
twenty year celebration of John Cena but Cena’s time is up and
Cena’s time is now. Theory does some poses but Lashley pops up
behind him. Theory loads up the selfie and sees Lashley, who
blinds him with the baby oil. The spear cuts Theory down and
Lashley promises to take the US Title. Good segment here, as
that selfie thing is a good way to go for Theory.

We recap Edge being thrown out of the Judgment Day a few weeks
back.

Theory is annoyed about Bobby Lashley, who doesn’t deserve a
US Title match. However, Adam Pearce has ruled that if Lashley
can win a gauntlet match tonight, he gets the title shot at
Money in the Bank. Three opponents to be named.

Jey Uso vs. Angelo Dawkins

Before the match, the Usos promise to keep smashing people and
the Street Profits want to fight. Dawkins sends him into the
corner to start for a spinning splash. Jey low bridges him to
the floor though and there’s the suicide dive. Some right



hands rock Dawkins and we take an early break. Back with Jey
hitting a pop up neckbreaker for two but walking into the
Silencer. A superkick drops Dawkins so Jey goes up top, only
to dive into a Sky High for the pin at 7:20.

Rating:  C.  Not  much  to  this  one  again  and  that  isn’t
surprising. It’s the same idea that we have seen time after
time as WWE’s ability to book a tag feud continues to be more
or  less  horrible.  This  does  give  the  Profits  a  bit  of
momentum, but it isn’t like this is some great idea. Just get
on with it and give us what should be a nice tag match at the
pay per view.

We see Elias in the back playing guitar when Ezekiel comes in
to say Elias is his #1 fan. They sit on a couch together, with
Elias talking about going around the world, writing songs and
playing shows. Elias says he is a changed man and won’t be
insulting Nebraska when he goes out there. He is proud of what
Ezekiel has done and hits the Walk With Elias catchphrase.
They  seem  cool  with  each  other,  despite  sitting  on  very
opposite ends of the couch for no adequately explained reason.

Here is Elias in the ring for a concert. After hitting the
catchphrase, Elias is ready for a song about Ezekiel but here
is Kevin Owens to interrupt. Owens doesn’t buy any of this and
accuses them of FAKING THE VIDEO. Owens: “I SAW A MOVIE WITH A
T-REX IN IT LAST WEEK!” Ezekiel pops up on screen to say that
they  are  different  people  and  wishes  Elias  luck  with  the
concert. Owens is a little bewildered and Elias sings about
how he is back for one night and Owens is a liar. That’s
enough for Owens, who goes after Elias but gets beaten down.
The guitar to the back sends Owens bailing.

We cut to the back where Owens falls through the curtain and
explains  how  Elias  did  all  of  that  and  blames  Elias  for
everything. He wants to face Elias, Ezekiel or their younger
brother Elrod next week….so here is Ezekiel to accept the
challenge. Owens is so mad that he…sits down in a chair.



Owens: “ELROD!!!”

Gauntlet Match

Bobby Lashley has to beat three opponents in a row to win
here. First up it’s Chad Gable, who gets taken down to the mat
without much effort. Back up and Lashley sends him flying with
a  suplex,  followed  by  a  running  forearm  to  knock  Gable
outside. Gable gets posted and then rather delayed vertical
suplexed back inside. The spear is countered into an ankle
lock though and Lashley is in trouble. Back up and Gable hits
the moonsault, only to have Lashley pop up and grab the Hurt
Lock for the tap at 5:42.

Otis comes straight in to jump Lashley though and sends him
into the barricade. A splash on the floor crushes Lashley and
we take a break. Back with Otis grabbing a neck crank but
missing a Vader bomb. The Downward Spiral plants Otis but he
fights out of the Hurt Lock. Instead, Lashley hits the spear
but Gable comes in for the DQ at 14:22 (total). The beatdown
is on until Theory is the third man. Theory hammers away and
loads up the A Town Down but Lashley reverses into a cradle
for the pin at 16:44.

Rating:  C.  This  is  a  great  example  of  WWE  overthinking
something and screwing it up without needing to. You could
have gotten the same result and more or less the same match by
having this be a handicap with Otis and Gable instead of
Theory. Have Theory jump in after the match and get speared or
something, which gives you the same ending and no pinfall on
the champ. But why do that when you have one idea and insist
on running with it?

Bianca Belair isn’t surprised about Carmella getting the title
shot and lists off her catchphrases until Carmella jumps her
from behind. Belair is so annoyed that she gets up and stares.

It’s time for MizTV, with special guest AJ Styles. After Miz
mocks Styles’ theme song, Miz talks about how Styles has been



on a losing streak in recent weeks and calls AJ a failure. Miz
insults the University of Nebraska but AJ sucks up to them,
saying  this  is  Cornhusker  country.  AJ  thinks  Miz  must  be
annoyed with his popcorn sized testicles, but Miz insists that
this WILL NOT become a thing. He brags about all of his
success until AJ talks about how he has had some issues as of
late. The brawl is on with Ciampa coming in to knock AJ
outside. I like the visual, but do something with Ciampa other
than having him start then lose.

Ciampa vs. AJ Styles

Miz is on commentary and Ciampa jumps Styles to start, setting
up a running knee to the head. The chinlock goes on but Styles
is back with the fireman’s carry backbreaker for two. Ciampa
is  back  with  a  right  hand  but  the  Fairy  Tale  Ending  is
countered with a backdrop. The Phenomenal Forearm finishes
Ciampa at 4:19.

Rating: C. Another match that should have been better and
treated as a big deal but why do that when you can have Ciampa
lose  again?  I  know  it’s  a  bunch  of  backstage  politics
nonsense, but you look around at the roster and decide that an
NXT legend who looks great and can go isn’t worth anything?
It’s another case of WWE not just accepting what is right in
front of them and that is really, really frustrating.

Post match Styles lays out an invading Miz and steals his
sunglasses.

Veer Mahaan talks about how awesome he is and promises more
destruction.  Fear  him.  I  fear  anything  involving  Veer  so
they’re off to a good start.

Money in the Bank Qualifying Match: Becky Lynch vs. Asuka

Becky jumps her on the stage but Asuka tries the armbar at the
bell. That’s broken up but so is the Disarm-Her, allowing
Asuka to kick away. They head up top with Becky knocking her



down, only to get caught with a running kick to the face.
Becky kicks her outside though and we take a break.

Back with Asuka hitting the hip attack and grabbing the ankle
lock. With that broken up, Asuka hits a missile dropkick for
two before they head to the apron. Becky stomps her way out of
a powerbomb attempt but gets kneed out of the air for the
double knockdown. They both beat the count back in, where
Asuka blasts her with a kick to the head for the pin at 12:14.

Rating: B-. As usual, there is one match on this show that
works because you have some talented people get in the ring
and have their match. The problem again though is this is
burning through another match between two of the top women in
the division when you didn’t need to. Asuka vs. Becky is a big
match, but not so much when it has been done so many times.

Becky freaks out to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. This was a good example of a show where
the majority of the show wasn’t so much bad, but rather a
mixture of frustrating and boring. There was very little on
this show that would make me want to see either next week’s
show or the pay per view. You had a champion getting pinned
when he didn’t need to, a bunch of rematches, a tag match
between singles wrestlers and Ciampa losing again. It feels
like they were playing Bingo with the most annoying and tried
and false ideas that they have over and over again. Nothing
show, and that’s a bad sign on the way to Money in the Bank.

Results
Carmella b. Becky Lynch, Asuka, Liv Morgan and Alexa Bliss –
Superkick to Morgan
Omos b. Riddle – Chokebomb
Angelo Dawkins b. Jey Uso – Sky High
Bobby Lashley won a gauntlet match last eliminating Theory
AJ Styles b. Ciampa – Phenomenal Forearm
Asuka b. Becky Lynch – Kick to the head



 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Daily News Update – June 20,
2022
Make sure you check out a recent review:

NXT LVL Up – June 17, 2022

 

What’s In A Name: WWE Officially Renames One Of Its Weekly
Shows.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/whats-name-wwe-officiall
y-renames-one-weekly-shows/

More Details On Brock Lesnar’s WWE Return And Original
Summerslam Plans.
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https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/details-brock-lesnars-ww
e-return-original-summerslam-plans/

WWE May Have Digitally Removed A Sasha Banks Reference From
SmackDown.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-may-digitally-remove
d-sasha-banks-reference-smackdown/

Update On John Laurinaitis’ Status During WWE Scandal.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/update-john-laurinaitis-
status-wwe-scandal/

Several More Details On Vince McMahon’s WWE SmackDown
Appearance.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/several-details-vince-mc
mahons-wwe-smackdown-appearance/

They Did! Two Former WWE Stars Have Gotten Married.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/two-former-wwe-stars-got
ten-married/

RUMOR KILLER On Triple H And Stephanie McMahon’s Issues.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/rumor-killer-triple-h-st
ephanie-mcmahons-issues/

Slow It Down: Longtime WWE Star Reveals Plan To Lighten Up
Schedule.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/slow-longtime-wwe-star-r
eveals-plan-lighten-schedule/

Hand Them Over: Several Title Changes Take Place Over The
Weekend.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/hand-several-title-chang
es-take-place-weekend/
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WATCH: WWE And AEW Stars Pay Tribute To Impact Wrestling.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-wwe-aew-stars-pay-
tribute-impact-wrestling/

Update On Scary Crash At Impact Wrestling Slammiversary.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/update-scary-crash-impac
t-wrestling-slammiversary/

Backstage Reaction To WWE’s Very Odd Television Policy.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/backstage-reaction-wwes-
odd-television-policy/

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page.

NXT LVL Up – June 17, 2022:
Bleh, Again
NXT LVL Up
Date: June 17, 2022
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Sudu Shah, Nigel McGuinness

Things are starting to take form around here and it makes for
some more interesting shows. You can tell which names are
going to put on a good match and which ones are going to be
there as either cannon fodder or to get in some reps. That can
make the show easier to predict, but not necessarily good, as
tends to be the case. Let’s get to it.
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Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Thea Hail vs. Arianna Grace

Hail has the rest of Chase U with her and Grace now wears a
feather boa to the ring. Grace powers her around to start
before they fight over a wristlock. Hail’s arm is snapped
across the top to cut her off though and it’s time to kick
away in the corner. A DDT on the arm gives Grace two and we
hit the hammerlock, with Grace slamming Hail into the mat for
a bonus. That’s broken up as Hail fights up and hits a running
flip neckbreaker, followed by an arm trap cradle for the pin
at 5:29.

Rating: C-. Grace continues to do very little for me, though
it does seem like she is starting to put together a persona.
Hail on the other hand playing the college student with a
bunch of energy could be worse. Neither is great, but at least
they went with the one who is doing better at the moment.

Guru Raaj vs. Miles Borne

This is Borne’s debut and they trade flips away from each
other for a fast start. Borne takes him down with an armdrag
into  an  armbar  to  slow  things  up  though,  which  isn’t
surprising as he’s clearly a technical guy due to wearing a
singlet. That’s countered into a northern lights suplex and
Raaj kicks away, setting up a double arm crank on the mat.
Back up and Borne hits some dropkicks into a slam for two as
this is rather riveting offense. Raaj fights back and strikes
away before a middle rope bulldog finishes Borne at 4:56.

Rating: D+. This was a match between two people who have
nothing that sets them apart and had little redeeming value.
It wasn’t a bad match, but it was about as boring as you can
get without falling off a cliff. Just two guys having a match
and that isn’t going to make me care much about either of

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/06/11/nxt-lvl-up-june-10-2022-not-in-this-form/


them.

Respect is shown post match.

Ivy Nile vs. Elektra Lopez

Lopez has Stacks and Two Dimes with her. Nile easily takes her
to the mat to start for a headlock. A snap suplex gives Nile
two but a gutbuster cuts her down. What looked to be a running
spinning chop in the corner is just a run, a stop, and then
the spinning chop to Nile, followed by some forearms to the
back. The abdominal stretch goes on, with Lopez lifting the
leg for a bonus. Lopez takes it to the mat for a bonus but
Nile  fights  up  and  hits  an  enziguri.  The  dragon  sleeper
finishes for Nile at 5:48.

Rating: C. Nile is at the point where she doesn’t belong on
this show. She has mowed down everyone in front of her and was
this close to winning the NXT UK Women’s Title. There is no
reason to keep her here but she does add some star power.
Lopez on the other hand has more natural charisma than she
needs, but I don’t remember the last time she won anything
important. That’s a weird mixture, especially for part of a
stable that gets so much TV time.

Overall Rating: C-. This was a rough going for the show as
there wasn’t much to see this time around. The main event was
ok at best and that was because Nile is one of the best things
going in NXT. LVL Up is only so good from time to time and
this  wasn’t  one  of  their  better  weeks,  with  people  just
getting in the ring rather than doing anything of note.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Daily News Update – June 18,
2022
Make sure you check out some recent reviews.

NXT UK – June 16, 2022

Smackdown – June 17, 2022

 

Viper Down: Randy Orton Might Be Out Of Action For A Long
Time.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/viper-randy-orton-might-
action-long-time/

Things Change: AEW May Have Had Very Different Plans For The
Tag Team Titles.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/things-change-aew-may-di
fferent-plans-tag-team-titles/

WATCH: Sami Zayn Does A Great Roman Reigns Impression At WWE
Live Event.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-sami-zayn-great-ro
man-reigns-impression-wwe-live-event/
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Quite The Choice: New Upcoming Movie To Tell Tragic Wrestling
Tale.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/quite-choice-new-upcomin
g-movie-tell-tragic-wrestling-tale/

That’s A Big Miss: Top Name May Not Appear At AEW Forbidden
Door.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/thats-big-miss-top-name-
may-not-appear-aew-forbidden-door/

Longtime Referee Announces That He Is Taking A Step Away From
Wrestling.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/longtime-referee-announc
es-taking-step-away-wrestling/

Vince McMahon Scandal Already Impacting Outside Projects.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/vince-mcmahon-scandal-al
ready-impacting-outside-projects/

I Remember You: Surprise Stable Return Takes Place This Week.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/remember-surprise-stable
-return-takes-place-week/

BREAKING: Vince McMahon Steps Back As WWE CEO And Chairman,
Stephanie McMahon Replacing Him.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/breaking-vince-mcmahon-s
teps-back-wwe-ceo-chairman-stephanie-mcmahon-replacing/

On The Line: New Title Match Set For WWE Money In The Bank.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/line-new-title-match-set
-wwe-money-bank/

WWE Announces Summerslam Main Event Featuring Major
Stipulation Match.
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https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-announces-summerslam
-main-event-featuring-major-stipulation-match/

WATCH: Vince McMahon’s Odd Appearance On SmackDown.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-vince-mcmahons-odd
-appearance-smackdown/

Keep Them Coming: WWE Adds More Names To Money In The Bank
Ladder Matches.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/keep-coming-wwe-adds-nam
es-money-bank-ladder-matches/

Something New: AEW Adds Unique Tag Team Title Match To
Forbidden Door.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/thats-different-aew-adds
-unique-tag-team-title-match-forbidden-door/

WATCH: Surprise Return Takes Place To End AEW Rampage.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-surprise-return-ta
kes-place-end-aew-rampage/

Those Two: WWE Teases Starting New Feud Between Surprising
Pair.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/two-wwe-teases-starting-
new-feud-surprising-pair/

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page.
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Rampage – June 17, 2022: The
AEW Show
Rampage
Date: June 17, 2022
Location: Chaifetz Arena, St. Louis, Missouri
Commentators: Taz, Excalibur, Chris Jericho

We are less than two weeks away from Forbidden Door and a
bunch of matches were added to the card this week on Dynamite.
I doubt that we get that much this time, but we do get Jade
Cargill vs. Willow Nightingale. That should be a fun match and
odds are we get something else on the same level. Let’s get to
it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Jon Moxley vs. Dante Martin

William  Regal  is  on  commentary  and  calls  Jericho  a  Trout
Slapper (I think). Moxley powers him into the corner to start
as  we  talk  about  Zack  Sabre  Jr.’s  comments  about  Bryan
Danielson. They trade wristlocks into a headlock takeover from
Moxley but Martin is back up with a dropkick out to the floor.
Moxley runs him over again though and we take a break.

Back with Moxley hitting the running knee to the face and a
butterfly superplex for two. Martin fights up and hits a quick
ax handle, setting up a high crossbody for two of his own. The
Nose Dive is countered into a rear naked choke but Martin
climbs the corner for the escape. A super Sliced Bread gets
two on Moxley and they strike it out (as required) until
Moxley hits the running cutter. The King Kong lariat gives
Moxley two and the hammer and anvil elbows rock Martin even
more. Some kind of a choke with an arm trap and a bodyscissors

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/06/18/rampage-june-17-2022-the-aew-show/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/06/18/rampage-june-17-2022-the-aew-show/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/06/16/dynamite-june-14-2022-thats-more-like-it/


makes Martin tap at 13:58.

Rating: B-. Martin continues to do well with the high flying
stuff and they are building him up as the next one to win a
big match. I’m not sure when that is going to happen, but it
is going to be a heck of a moment when they actually go there.
Moxley wasn’t going to lose on the way to the title match at
Forbidden Door, but they had a good one on the way there.

Keith Lee isn’t happy with Swerve Strickland eliminating him
from last week’s Casino Battle Royal but Swerve says it was a
singles match instead of a tag match. Team Taz comes in to say
Lee and Strickland still haven’t beaten them. Lee is rather
silent.

The House of Black and Death Triangle are still ready to
fight, this time in the All Atlantic Title tournament.

Bear Country/Leon Ruff vs. Max Caster/Gunn Club

Caster  and  the  Club  jump  them  to  start  and  we  have  the
required three way scissor party. Austin stomps Ruff down in
the corner and it’s the Quick Draw into the Mic Drop for the
pin at 1:13. Bear Country disappeared about halfway through
this.

Hook isn’t worried about facing a New Japan top prospect but
Danhausen comes in to swear their destruction. Hook says he
has this.

TBS Title: Willow Nightingale vs. Jade Cargill

Cargill, with Kiera Hogan, is defending and Stokely Hathaway
is  on  commentary.  Cargill  throws  her  down  to  start  but
Nightingale cartwheels her way out of a whip into the corner.
There’s an enziguri to Cargill, who catches her in a fireman’s
carry for some elbows to the face. What looked like a Pounce
is countered by Cargill’s kick to the face, allowing Hogan to
get  in  some  stomps  in  the  corner.  Back  with  Nightingale



knocking  her  into  the  corner  for  the  almost  required
Cannonball.  Cargill  isn’t  having  that  and  faceplants  her,
setting up Jaded to retain at 6:04. Not enough shown to rate
but it was a Cargill match.

Post match the beatdown is on but Athena pops in for a Fall
From Grace to Hogan. Cargill gets in a kick to the face but
Kris Statlander runs in for the save.

Jay Lethal, Satnam Singh and Sonjay Dutt brag about their
success.

Forbidden Door rundown.

Bobby Fish and Darby Allin are ready for the main event after
Fish and Kyle O’Reilly injured Sting a few weeks ago.

Bobby Fish vs. Darby Allin

Allin is so mad about Sting that he stops to pose on the
ropes, allowing Fish to take him down. They head outside with
Allin  being  driven  into  the  apron,  followed  by  a  running
charge through Allin. Fish hits the barricade though, allowing
Allin to get back in and hit a dive. The running flip dive
knocks Fish into the barricade as well but he’s right back on
Allin’s legs to take over. A nasty dragon screw legwhip takes
Allin down again and Fish takes him down again as we take a
break.

Back with Allin getting in a shot of his own for a breather,
setting up Code Red for two. Allin knocks him outside for a
Coffin Drop to a standing Fish for the double knockdown. Fish
is back up with a spear through the ropes and out to the floor
again. They fight on the apron with Fish snapping off a German
suplex,  with  Jericho  begging  Fish  to  end  this.  The  super
Falcon Arrow gives Fish two so he grabs the knee bar. Allin is
fine with that, and reverses into the Last Supper for the pin
at 11:45.



Rating: C+. They told a good story here with Allin being all
about revenge and trying to crash into Fish as much as often
while Fish kept pulling him in with the technical stuff. To
cap it off, Allin wound up winning when Fish got a bit too
violent and got pinned with a wrestling move. Good match, even
if it might not have been the best revenge win.

Post match Fish hammers on Allin again as Kyle O’Reilly comes
out  with  a  chair.  Cue  the  returning  Sting  for  the  save,
allowing Allin to Pillmanize Fish’s ankle. Sting is pleased to
end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Pretty solid week here as they kept the
show moving and had enough good action throughout. I liked the
Sting  return  in  the  end,  though  ReDRagon  vs.  Sting/Allin
doesn’t sound like a match that should be overly competitive
but it will be. This was more about the AEW side of things
rather than Forbidden Door and that is nice to see for a
change.

Results
Jon Moxley b. Dante Martin – Bodyscissors choke
Max Caster/Gunn Club b. Bear Country/Leon Ruff – Mic Drop to
Ruff
Jade Cargill b. Willow Nightingale – Jaded
Darby Allin b. Bobby Fish – Last Supper
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wrestling headline needs.

 

Smackdown – June 17, 2022: In
Case Of Emergency
Smackdown
Date: June 17, 2022
Location: Target Center, Minneapolis, Minnesota
Commentators: Michael Cole, Pat McAfee

Say it with me: and then everything changed. Vince McMahon has
stepped back as WWE CEO and Chairman of the Board due to his
affair  but  he  is  still  going  to  show  up  this  week
for…something. I have no idea what that means but we also have
Riddle challenging Roman Reigns for the Universal Title. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here is Vince McMahon to open things up. He is glad to be here
in  Minnesota  and  talks  about  the  Then,  Now,  Forever  and
Together WWE signature. Welcome to Smackdown. Then he leaves.
Ok then.

Opening sequence.

Here is Riddle to talk about his history with Roman Reigns. We
get a highlight package on RKBro vs. the Bloodline and Riddle
talks about how much he misses Randy Orton. Riddle dedicates
the match to Orton and wants him back, even playing Voices for
a great moment.
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Happy Corbin vs. Madcap Moss

This is the Last Laugh match, which doesn’t seem to be a
stipulation. Corbin knocks him into the corner to start but
Moss (the hometown boy) hits a middle rope shoulder. That
means another knockdown from Corbin, who is taken down by a
running shoulder from Moss. Corbin sends him into the post and
out to the floor, only to be knocked down on the outside as
well as we take a break. Back with Corbin hitting a chokeslam
and they head outside again. Moss runs him over for a change
but Corbin manages to beat the count back in. A pair of
Punchlines finishes for Moss at 9:19.

Rating: C+. This is what WWE has been needing: they have
picked  someone  in  Moss  and  now  they  are  pushing  him  as
something.  He  dropped  the  joke  stuff,  is  wearing  regular
trunks  that  show  off  his  great  physique  (probably  his
strongest  feature)  and  got  some  definitive  wins  over  an
established name. That is the hard part, but if WWE wants to
do something with him, they have set things up properly.

Post match, Moss laughs a lot.

The Street Profits are glad to be on Smackdown and are looking
forward to their Tag Team Title match against the Usos at
Money in the Bank.

Back in the arena, Happy Corbin isn’t happy with Pat McAfee
laughing at him when things were down. Corbin rants about the
bad things that McAfee did to him and wants McAfee in the
ring. As Corbin leaves, McAfee gets up to say that after a
last laugh match, we should be seeing the fans laughing him
out of the building. This causes Corbin to walk out rather
than fight the announcer who is leading the fans to laugh at
him. The new Day come out for their match and laugh at Corbin
even more.

Classic Smackdown moment: Edge and Hulk Hogan win the Tag Team
Titles on July 4, 2002.



Natalya is ready to beat respect into Ronda Rousey at Money in
the Bank. She talks about her history and how great she is
before promising to make Rousey quit.

New Day vs. Jinder Mahal/Shanky

Jinder kicks Woods into the corner to start but gets caught
with a springboard dropkick. Shanky comes in for a heck of a
chop and a clothesline takes Kofi down. That lets Shanky dance
so Jinder tags himself in, yells at Shanky, and gets Trouble
In Paradised for the pin at 3:02.

Rating: D+. Do you get the idea yet? I wasn’t sure if they had
hammered it into your head hard enough that Shanky likes to
dance and Jinder hates it, but that’s the only thing that
these two are doing together. New Day beating them is fine and
that’s all well and good, but Jinder and dancing Shanky is
only so interesting in the first place and now they’re going
with the idea again and again.

Video on the Viking Raiders.

Here are Sheamus and Drew McIntyre, with Adam Pearce to talk
about last week’s double DQ in a Money in the Bank qualifying
match. After some threats of violence if they are not in the
match, we see a clip of last week’s big brawl. Pearce says
Sheamus is in, so Drew beats Sheamus down….and is told that he
is in too. Works for McIntyre, who Claymores Sheamus.

Sami Zayn is nervous about going in to see Roman Reigns but
decides he needs to go to the bathroom.

Money  in  the  Bank  Qualifying  Match:  Raquel  Rodriguez  vs.
Shayna Baszler

Lacey Evans is on commentary. Shayna goes for the leg to start
but Rodriguez gets in a shot of her own to take over. That’s
broken up and Baszler hits a running kick to the leg in the
corner  as  Aliyah  and  Shotzi  are  watching  in  the  back.



Rodriguez  runs  Baszler  over  but  her  knee  gives  out  on  a
running powerslam attempt. A running knee gives Baszler two
but the Kirifuda Clutch is broken up. Not that it matters as
the Tejana Bomb finishes Baszler at 3:13.

Rating: C-. I don’t know if I can buy Rodriguez winning the
ladder  match  but  they  have  started  building  her  into
something. Giving her a win here worked fine as you want to
have her in the match, but my goodness sometimes I can’t get
over what they have done with Baszler. She has been on the
main roster for more than two years and somehow has never been
Women’s Champion. I wouldn’t have thought that was possible
but somehow they have pulled it off.

Here is Max Dupri to introduce his first client. The spotlight
is in the ring….but there is no one there. We cut to the back
where Dupri says his men (unknown) aren’t going out there
under these conditions. He yells at Adam Pearce about the
lighting and says we won’t be seeing their faces and bodies.
Pearce has failed to titillate the people.

Ludvig Kaiser talks about how Gunther won the Intercontinental
Title,  following  the  history  of  the  international  stars
winning the championship. No American will ever sully its
reputation again. Gunther says he is the new champion.

Undisputed WWE Universal Title: Roman Reigns vs. Riddle

Riddle is challenging and, after the Big Match Intros, goes
right at Reigns and strikes away. A heck of an uppercut cuts
him down but Riddle is back with a fisherman’s suplex. Reigns
is sent outside and the flipping dive drops him again as we
take a break. Back with Reigns hammering away before grabbing
a cravate.

Riddle fights out and hits the Floating Bro for two but Reigns
hits a Rock Bottom for the same. That’s enough to send Riddle
outside, where Reigns drops him onto the announcers’ table ala
Randy Orton. Reigns mocks Orton to the camera and we take a



break.  We  come  back  again  with  Riddle  hitting  the  Orton
powerslam but the hanging DDT is escaped.

Instead Riddle drops him onto the announcers’ table, setting
up the hanging DDT for two. The RKO is countered with a shove
and the Superman Punch gives Reigns two more. Reigns’ spear is
countered into the RKO and the Floating Bro gets two. Riddle
goes up for a springboard but gets speared out of the air for
the pin to retain at 16:47.

Rating: B. This match did something that is very hard to do
but is one of the most impressive things that can be done:
they made me buy that something I knew wasn’t going to happen
could happen. There was no realistic reason to believe that
Riddle was going to win here but that RKO had me thinking they
might actually flip the switch. That is one of the hardest
things to do in wrestling and they made it work here with a
heck of a match that had me wondering so very well done
indeed. It was the In Your House main event level match on TV
but I got pulled into this one hard.

Post match Reigns says there is no one left….and Brock Lesnar
makes his return. The F5 drops Reigns to end the show. Reigns
vs. Lesnar is the Jurassic World: Dominion of WWE: we’ve been
here before, but they’re banking on the visuals and carnage to
make up for the same story we’ve seen so many times.

Overall Rating: C+. I had a good time with this show but that
ending deflated me like few others have in recent memory.
Things are up in the air in WWE at the moment and Lesnar is
their safety blanket, but my goodness it can be hard to take
the idea of WWE going back to the well AGAIN with this match.
WWE has a lot of talented people on its roster, but if they
have these main event slots locked up for the same batch of
people, what difference does it make? They showed that they
know how to reshape and push someone with Moss, so why not do
the same and make a main eventer out of it?



The rest of the show was good (again, the Moss stuff is
getting my attention) and they haven’t gone overboard with the
qualifying matches, though I’m not sure what they were doing
with the Vince stuff. The Dupri angle is intriguing, though
they better have a heck of a name ready for that first client.
I liked the show overall, though the rough spots were pretty
bad.

Results
Madcap Moss b. Happy Corbin – Punchline
New Day b. Shanky/Jinder Mahal – Trouble In Paradise to Mahal
Raquel Rodriguez b. Shayna Baszler – Tejana Bomb
Roman Reigns b. Riddle – Spear
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