
Rampage  –  April  15,  2022:
Suddenly, This Matters
Rampage
Date: April 15, 2022
Location: Curtis Culwell Center, Garland, Texas
Commentators: Excalibur, Ricky Starks, Taz

It’s a big show this week as AEW has suddenly started turning
this show into something that matters. That means a World
Title match this week, as Hangman Page defends the World Title
against Adam Cole in a Texas Death Match. That could mean a
possible title change and that means a nice feeling. Let’s get
to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Blackpool Combat Club vs. Gunn Club

William Regal joins commentary as Austin punches Yuta in the
face to start. Yuta ties the legs up and hammers away before
putting on a leglock. It’s off to Danielson to tie up the legs
and rip at Colton’s face, setting up a surfboard. Billy comes
in and elbows Danielson in the face to cut him off as we take
a break.

Back with Danielson hitting his way to freedom so Moxley can
come in to clean house. Everything breaks down and Yuta hits a
high crossbody. Danielson adds the running knee to Colton but
Billy’s  double  clothesline  breaks  up  the  double  dives.  A
powerslam gives Billy two but Yuta is right back with his
bridging rollup for the pin at 9:04.

Rating: B-. I’m trying to get into Yuta and it’s just not
clicking yet. In a similar way to Daniel Garcia, it’s kind of
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hard to get behind the idea of these wrestling machines. The
match with Moxley was a great story, but now he’s just the
third guy out there with Danielson and Moxley. This was a good
showcase for the Blackpool guys though and I want to see where
they’re going next. Yuta can keep being a project, but he
isn’t quite there yet and I don’t know if he’s going to get
there without some changes.

Butcher vs. ???

The guy, whose name couldn’t be heard over the crowd, hits a
missile dropkick at the bell but Butcher doesn’t go down. A
running clothesline in the corner sets up a powerbomb for the
pin at 53 seconds. Shawn Spears, on commentary, approves as he
should, because this was a good way to build Butcher up for
Wardlow next week.

Dustin Rhodes talks about how he has been on this final run
for a long time now and it is time to get one of his bucket
list matches. He wants CM Punk next week on Dynamite.

Owen Hart Foundation Qualifying Match: Ruby Soho vs. Robyn
Renegade

Soho hammers away to start but gets sent into the corner for
the handstand in the corner. That lets Renegade get in a
superkick to take over and the camel clutch goes on. We take a
break and come back with Soho hitting a suplex and starting to
get fired up. Soho sends her into the corner but gets hit in
the eyes, allowing Robyn’s twin sister Charlotte to switch
places with her.

Excalibur  says  this  is  a  Killer  Bees  switch,  which  isn’t
exactly the same thing as the Bees used masks. Instead it’s
more like the Bellas, but Excalibur likes to try and sound
smarter than he actually is. Soho’s top rope backsplash hits
knees and she hits No Future to send Charlotte to the floor,
where  the  twins  switch  places  again.  A  swinging  Downward
Spiral finishes Robyn at 8:23.



Rating: C-. The switch was a bit of an obstacle for Soho but I
don’t think there was any doubt about the winners here. Soho
is someone who still feels like a star and could make a run in
the tournament. That isn’t going to be the case for either of
the Renegade twins, making this little more than a warmup
match for Soho.

Here’s what’s coming on various upcoming shows.

Hangman Page calls Adam Cole a thorn in his side and promises
to end things tonight. Cole says tonight is going to be the
worst night of Page’s career and it’s time for the main event.

AEW World Title: Hangman Page vs. Adam Cole

Page is defending in a Texas Death Match (Last Man Standing).
Before he even gets in the ring, Page starts throwing in
chairs before knocking Cole down and going after his leg. They
head outside with Cole being knocked around the ring and sent
into the required table. The beating goes into the crowd with
Page knocking him around the arena, though he does stop for a
beer. Cole gets knocked back into the ring, where Page takes a
chair to the top.

After head faking Cole to avoid the superkick out of the air,
Page moonsaults down onto him with the chair for a five count.
Page knocks him to the floor where Cole is busted open as we
take a break. Back with Cole using a chain, which is tied to
the top rope, for a clothesline to take over. Some chairs are
set up but Page hits a Death Valley Driver/AA onto the tops of
said chairs for the big knockdown.

The Deadeye on the pile of chairs sends Page outside, with
Cole going up top. The huge moonsault is superkicked out of
the air for a seven count, setting up the Panama Sunrise onto
the chairs for eight. Page fights back up and they sit down in
the chairs for the slugout with Cole getting the better of it.
Cole picks now to yell about how Page will never be Kenny
Omega, earning himself the Buckshot Lariat.



Page uses a belt to tie Cole to the top rope before pulling
out a barbed wire chair. Page can’t use it though and Cole
gets out for a low blow. That isn’t enough for the win so Page
wraps some barbed wire around his arm. Cole goes up, only to
get knocked back down, with Page wrapping the barbed wire
around Cole’s head. The Deadeye off the apron through a table
at ringside retains the title at 20:05.

Rating: B. I don’t know what to think about these matches
anymore. They have their moments and good spots, but AEW has
done these things so often anymore that none of them feel even
remotely  important.  How  long  will  it  be  before  they  run
another weapons match? Maybe two weeks? Other than that, this
feud felt like a solid midcard title feud that became a World
Title feud, which didn’t do it any favors. Solid fight, but
nothing that is going to have any staying power.

Overall Rating: B-. Another good week on the show, though the
best part of this was the time slot. I would absolutely love
for Rampage to move to seven permanently, just for the sake of
the night wrapping up earlier. Much like the third hour of Raw
going until 11, there is something draining about a show going
that late. This was a better way to start the Friday night
wrestling lineup and they had another nice show, especially
with an actually important main event for once.

Results
Blackpool Combat Club b. Gunn Club – Bridging cradle to Billy
Butcher b. ??? – Powerbomb
Ruby Soho b. Robyn Renegade – Swinging Downward Spiral
Hangman Page b. Adam Cole – Deadeye through a table

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Daily News Update – April 15,
2022
Make sure you check out some recent reviews.

Ring of Honor TV – April 6, 2022

NXT UK – April 14, 2022

 

 

Say  What:  Speculation  About  What  AEW’s  Tony  Khan  Will  Be
Announcing Next Week.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/say-speculation-aews-ton
y-khan-will-announcing-next-week/

WWE Future Cards Suggest Some Upcoming Feuds.
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Champion.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wrestling-rumors-wwes-fu
ture-plans-roman-reigns-world-champion/

VIDEO: AEW’s Darby Allin Really Doesn’t Like A Table At A
Concert.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/video-darby-allin-really
-doesnt-like-table-concert/

International Star Says He Doesn’t Have The Urge To Wrestle
Anymore.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/international-star-says-
doesnt-urge-wrestle-anymore/

VIDEO: Full Post AEW Dynamite Segment (This Is Hilarious).

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/video-full-post-aew-dyna
mite-segment-hilarious/

Who’s #1: WWE’s Internal Rankings Of Monday Night Raw Women’s
Division.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/whos-1-wwes-internal-ran
kings-monday-night-raw-womens-division/

Positive Sign On Injured AEW Star’s Recovery.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/positive-sign-injured-ae
w-stars-recovery/

 

 

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
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Rumors Facebook page.

NXT UK – April 14, 2022: They
Could Be Pillars
NXT UK
Date: April 14, 2022
Location: BT Sports Studios, London, England
Commentators: Nigel McGuinness, Andy Shepherd

We’re in an interesting place here as this is one of the few
shows without a title match over the next few weeks. Instead
we have A-Kid vs. Teoman in a match that should be worth a
look and some other stuff that should work out as well. This
kind of show tends to work well for NXT UK so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Coffey Brothers vs. Dave Mastiff/Jack Starz

Joe and Mastiff collide to start but the shoulders don’t send
either of them anywhere. Mastiff tries it again to some more
success before bringing in Starz. This doesn’t go as well as
Joe takes him into the corner for the tag to Mark and some arm
cranking. A double atomic drop sets up a backbreaker for two
but Starz manages a dropkick. Joe gets driven into the corner
for a change and the tag brings in Mastiff.

That actually doesn’t go well at first as Joe tries a slam,
only to have Starz hit a dropkick to the back to knock Mastiff
onto  him.  A  slingshot  splash  gives  Starz  two,  with  Nigel
wondering how Joe isn’t spitting up Irn Bru. Joe finally gets
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up and sends Starz at Mastiff, which is enough for a tag and
another splash crushes Joe again. With the power not working,
Joe gets in a shot to the face and hits a middle rope missile
dropkick for the needed breather.

The hot tag brings in Mark to clean house and a middle rope
bulldog gets two on Starz. A half nelson suplex is broken up
though and Starz gets in a much needed backdrop. Mastiff comes
back in but gets enziguried, only to have Joe tag himself in.
Joe tries to get the pin himself but the delay lets Mastiff
knock him silly. Starz’s powerbomb finishes Joe at 8:32.

Rating: C+. This got a bit of time and the story continues to
be the issues between Gallus. They can’t win a match at the
moment and I’m curious to see if it leads to a heel turn, a
split or both. Starz has come a LONG way since he was the
designated  victim  and  this  big  guy/little  guy  team  with
Mastiff is working. The result was a bit predictable but I
liked the match.

Post  match  the  winners  are  happy  and  the  losers  aren’t.
Wolfgang comes out to calm things down but Joe yells about how
Mark and Wolfgang are the team and walks off.

Video on Ilja Dragunov retaining the United Kingdom Title last
week over Roderick Strong.

After the match, the two of them met up in the back, with
Strong saying Dragunov is special but they’ll see each other
again. They shake hands but Jordan Devlin comes in to say he’s
the Irish Ace. Dragunov sneers a bit.

Video on Kenny Williams vs. Sam Gradwell, as Williams keeps
pushing Gradwell, who seems ready to push back. They’ll be
having a back alley brawl, which Williams says is a mistake
for Gradwell. This gets some time and they make it look a good
bit bigger than it had been coming in.

Here is Meiko Satomura for a chat about wanting her title



back. Satomura wants Isla Dawn out here with the title right
now so here is a laughing Dawn to respond. The lights dim and
the  camera  gets  a  bit  weird  as  Dawn  talks  about  getting
attached to the title. They have a future together, but she is
willing to hand it back over on one condition: a rematch,
under Dawn’s own chaotic rules. Dawn throws the title down and
stares at her as the rematch is accepted. That works for Dawn,
who mists Satomura and says she’ll get the title back in a
world of darkness.

Amale will be watching Eliza Alexander’s match and says she is
still full of rage. It is a matter of time before she gets her
hands on Eliza and Xia Brookside.

Gallus argued during the break and Joe Coffey left.

Mark Andrews says he and Wild Boar have been friends for
fifteen years. The only time that hasn’t been the case was
when Eddie Dennis got involved. Boar promises to hurt Dennis
as soon as he gets the chance. Andrews holds up a chair and
Boar says Symbiosis is the hunted.

Eliza Alexander vs. Angel Hayze

This is Alexander’s in-ring debut and Xia Brookside is in her
corner. Alexander grabs a headlock to start as we hear about
Brookside’s father training Alexander when she was 13. Hayze
grabs a rollup for two but gets taken down with a clothesline
to the back of the head. There’s a kick to the back and the
fans aren’t pleased with Alexander. The slow beating continues
with Alexander dragging her around by the wrist but Hayze gets
in some shots of her own. A Sling Blade gives Hayze two but
Alexander cuts her off with another clothesline. One heck of a
running knee knocks Hayze silly for the pin at 3:09.

Rating: C. That knee alone is going to get Alexander noticed
as she blasted Hayze with that thing. Other than that, you had
little more than a squash here, as Alexander toyed with her
for a few minutes before getting serious to finish it off.



Good debut here, though there is only so much to get out of
something like this.

Emilia McKenzie talks about training hard and being successful
thanks to coaching from Meiko Satomura. Stevie Turner pops in
to say Satomura is helping McKenzie because Satomura doesn’t
see her as a threat. McKenzie seems to think about it.

Moustache Mountain is ready for their 2/3 falls Tag Team Title
defense  against  Oliver  Carter/Ashton  Smith.  This  includes
Trent Seven being a good bit more nefarious lately as he has
to keep the titles.

Teoman vs. A-Kid

The rest of Die Familie is here with Teoman. Feeling out
process  to  start  with  A-Kid  taking  him  to  the  mat.  That
doesn’t last long so let’s have a standoff. Teoman gets in a
kick to the chest out of the corner but A-Kid seems pleased
that things are picking up. A headlock takeover puts Teoman
down but he switches into a headscissors. That’s reversed into
a bow and arrow but Teoman slips out to land on top for a
quick two.

A-Kid starts cranking on the ankle, which is reversed into a
crossarm choke. With that not working either, A-Kid pops up
for a dropkick to stagger Teoman again. Charlie Dempsey offers
a distraction though and Teoman hits a dropkick down to the
floor. Back in and the chinlock goes on for a bit, followed by
a forearm to the back of A-Kid’s neck. A slam cuts off a
comeback attempt but Teoman hurts his own knee to slow things
back down.

The delay lets A-Kid fight up and chop away and a loud kick to
the chest gets two. There’s a fisherman’s suplex for the same
but Teoman is back with a kind of brainbuster onto the knee,
setting up a sliding forearm for two of his own. A cross
armbreaker  is  blocked  as  Teoman  rolls  over  to  the  ropes,
sending both of them to the apron. Teoman misses a sliding



forearm and goes into the steps so A-Kid moonsaults onto the
rest of Die Familie. The distraction lets Teoman hit a reverse
flipping DDT for the pin at 11:12.

Rating: B. I keep going back and forth on both of these guys
as they both seem ready to move up to the next level but it
never seem to happen. Teoman does seem like the leader of the
team, though Charlie Dempsey gets my attention every time he’s
in there. As for A-Kid, he seems to be falling further and
further down each week, even after that random NXT cameo. At
least they had a good match here though, which shouldn’t be a
surprise.

Teoman yells about the Eye seeing everything to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. They had a series of good matches this
week, though it is kind of interesting that we seem to be
getting back to Jordan Devlin as the challenger for the United
Kingdom Title. I have long since thought that Devlin would be
getting the title, though I’m not sure if Dragunov is anywhere
close to being ready to lose the belt. Other than that, this
was a show about moving stories forward and as usual, NXT did
it fairly well.

Results
Jack Starz/Dave Mastiff b. Coffey Brothers – Powerbomb to Joe
Eliza Alexander b. Angel Hayze – Running knee
Teoman b. A-Kid – Flipping reverse DDT

 

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:
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AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Ring Of Honor TV – April 6,
2022: Take Your Time
Ring Of Honor
Date: April 6, 2022

So Supercard of Honor has come and gone and…it isn’t likely to
mean anything for the time being, as Ring of Honor isn’t
relaunching for a long time. That means we get to go back into
the vault and that is where things can get fun. Ring of Honor
has a long history and now we get to see some of it for the
time being. Let’s get to it.

From The Era Of Honor Begins, February 23, 2002.

IWA Intercontinental Title Super Crazy vs. Eddie Guerrero

The title is vacant coming in and Eddie is trying to get
things  back  together  after  being  fired  from  the  WWF  in
November. Crazy offers a handshake coming in and gets slapped
in the face as Eddie isn’t friendly here. An elbow to the face
and a suplex give Eddie two as commentary rapid fires off
Eddie’s accolades. The headlock slows Crazy down as the fans
aren’t sure who they like more.

Crazy fights up but gets caught in a belly to back suplex and
the chinlock goes on. That’s broken up as well and Crazy snaps
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off some armdrags before hammering away in the corner. They
head outside with Crazy being dropped face first onto the
apron, allowing Eddie to hit a brainbuster on the floor.

We take a break and come back with Eddie hitting a slingshot
hilo for two and grabbing a seated abdominal stretch. Crazy
fights up again and slams him down, setting up the springboard
moonsault for two. Going up takes too long though and Eddie
snaps off a super hurricanrana. A hard powerbomb drops Crazy
for  two  more  and  Eddie  hits  back  to  back  brainbusters
(prototype Three Amigos). The frog splash misses though and
Crazy grabs a small package for the pin at 10:42.

Rating: B-. There is something so sweet about watching Eddie
in the ring as he really was that smooth. This was a pretty
big upset as Eddie was someone with a lot of experience and
success on the big stage. Crazy was a star in ECW, but that
isn’t quite the same as being at Wrestlemania. Nice match
here, though Eddie would be back in WWE in about two months.

From The Era of Honor Begins, February 23, 2002.

American Dragon vs. Low Ki vs. Christopher Daniels

I’ve never actually seen this and Daniels, in full on evil
priest  gear,  is  billed  from  Kalamazoo,  Michigan.  Dragon
(better known as Bryan Danielson) and Ki get together to kick
Daniels down but Daniels is back up to knock them into a three
way standoff. Ki dropkicks Dragon down but gets suplexed by
Daniels. Dragon gets tied in the Tree of Woe, leaving Ki to
kick away at Daniels.

That’s broken up with Dragon grabbing Cattle Mutilation so
Daniels has to make a save of his own. Daniels Boston crabs
Dragon and camel clutches Ki at the same time, which is quite
the unique spot. With that broken up, Ki starts kicking away
at Dragon until Daniels is back up.

We take a break and come back with Daniels and Ki trading



chops  in  the  corner.  Dragon  pulls  Daniels  into  an  Indian
Deathlock with a reverse full nelson (think a kind of Gory
Stretch on the mat) but lets go of the arms to northern lights
suplex Ki for two at the same time. With that broken up,
Dragon takes Daniels down by the arm and gets in a kick off
competition with Ki, using Daniels’ back as a target. They
kick each other in the leg by mistake though and everyone is
down again.

We take another break and come back again with Daniels being
slammed off the top, leaving Dragon to kick away at Ki. Back
up and Daniels tosses Dragon at Ki for a tornado DDT. Daniels
abdominal stretches Dragon on top but Ki pulls him into the
Hanging Dragon for a change. Everyone is down for a bit until
Ki enziguris Dragon into a Blue Thunder Bomb to give Daniels
two.

Dragon catches Ki on top but Daniels joins them on top for a
triple superplex to leave everyone down for a bit. A tiger
suplex gives Dragon two but Daniels has to break up Ki’s
Dragon Clutch. Daniels hits the (yet to be named) BME on Ki
with Dragon making a save this time. Cattle Mutilation goes on
Daniels but Ki makes the save with a Phoenix splash. The Ki
Crusher gives Ki the pin on Daniels at 20:04.

Rating: A-. The biggest thing to remember about this match is
the fact that it took place back when the WWF was still a
thing. This was WAY ahead of its time and you can see the
influence that this style would eventually have on wrestling.
It helps that it’s almost all action between three young guys
who were trying to make the fans notice. You can see why these
guys were on last and it showed that ROH was going to try for
something different. I’d say that it worked.

From the Conclusion, November 28, 2003.

Tag Team Titles: Briscoes vs. AJ Styles/Samoa Joe

The Briscoes are defending. AJ and Mark go technical to start



before hitting the mat for an exchange of headlocks. Styles
starts going after the leg before handing it off to Joe for
the real limb damage. Jay comes in and gets caught in a front
facelock, which is switched into a kneebar to send Jay over to
the  ropes.  It’s  back  to  Styles  for  something  like  a  Big
Ending, setting up the drop down into the dropkick.

Mark comes in off a blind tag with a springboard knee to the
back as commentary wonders if the Briscoes have any future as
a successful team. Everything breaks down and the Briscoes are
knocked to the floor, setting up the stereo dives. We take a
break and come back with Mark snapping off a suplex on Styles
before chopping away in the corner. A northern lights suplex
gets two and a quick shot at Joe allows Jay to come in for
some double stomping.

AJ gets in an enziguri but Joe gets suckered in, allowing the
champs  to  change  places.  A  double  DDT  (one  reverse,  one
regular) gets AJ out of trouble though and the hot tag brings
in Joe to clean house. Some limb cranking has Jay in trouble
before it’s back to AJ for a running neckbreaker. Joe is back
in for the rapid fire strikes but Jay grabs him by the waist
so Mark can add a missile dropkick into the German suplex.
Everything breaks down again and Joe snaps off a string of
suplexes to Mark. AJ clotheslines Joe by mistake though and a
shooting star press gives Mark the pin to retain the titles at
15:52.

Rating: B. This is the kind of thing that I had been wanting
to see when ROH started doing this kind of show. They have so
many great matches like this one that hasn’t been thought of
in years just sitting around, so open up the vault and let us
see some of this stuff. It’s a dream match on paper and then
they delivered, though it’s always bizarre to see the young
Briscoes  like  this.  More  of  this  kind  of  stuff  for  sure
though.

Overall Rating: A-. They went with some classics here and the



good thing is that they could continue to do so for as long as
they need. Ring of Honor’s video library is one of the most
impressive  in  the  wrestling  world  today,  just  due  to  the
amount of hidden gems in there. Let us see what they have and
give us a fun time until the new stuff is ready. Based on
this, feel free to take your time too.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Daily News Update – April 14,
2022
Dang I need to catch up on these.

Make sure you check out some recent reviews.

Rampage – April 1, 2022

Monday Night Raw – April 11, 2022

NXT – April 12, 2022
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Monday Night Raw – October 22, 2007

ECW On Sci Fi – October 23, 2007

Smackdown – October 26, 2007

Impact Wrestling – March 31, 2022

Dynamite – April 13, 2022

 

 

Update On Brandi Rhodes’ Future In Wrestling.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/update-brandi-rhodes-fut
ure-wrestling/

Acknowledged: Positive Update On Roman Reigns’ Future.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/acknowledged-positive-up
date-roman-reigns-future/

NXT Legend Makes Official Monday Night Raw Debut.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/nxt-legend-makes-officia
l-monday-night-raw-debut/

Monday Night Raw Star Undergoes An Odd Name Change.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/monday-night-raw-star-un
dergoes-odd-name-change/

Run It Back: New Grudge Match Set For WrestleMania Backlash.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/run-back-new-grudge-matc
h-set-wrestlemania-backlash/

WRESTLING  RUMORS:  The  Undertaker  May  Be  Getting  His  Own
Podcast.
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https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wrestling-rumors-underta
ker-may-getting-podcast/

WWE Star Held Off TV Due To Coronavirus Protocols, Title Match
Postponed.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-star-held-off-tv-due
-coronavirus-protocols-title-match-postponed/

Huge Match Takes Place After Monday Night Raw, Roman Reigns In
Action.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/huge-match-takes-place-m
onday-night-raw-roman-reigns-action/

BREAKING: WWE Returning To United Kingdom This Year In 78,000
Seat Stadium.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/breaking-wwe-returning-u
nited-kingdom-year-78000-seat-stadium/

NXT Locker Room Reportedly Unhappy Over Nash Carter’s Firing.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/nxt-locker-room-reported
ly-unhappy-nash-carters-firing/

WATCH: Injured WWE Star Shows Impressive Progress.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-injured-wwe-star-s
hows-impressive-progress/

WRESTLING RUMORS: Monday Night Raw Star Possibly Written Off
Television.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wrestling-rumors-monday-
night-raw-star-possibly-written-off-television/

New Champions Crowned On NXT As New Team Debuts.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/new-champions-crowned-nx
t-new-team-debuts/
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WATCH: New Star Announces Surprise NXT Debut.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-new-star-announces
-surprise-nxt-debut/

WATCH: Team Splits Up After Another Loss On NXT.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-team-splits-anothe
r-loss-nxt/

Longtime WWE Star Makes Surprise Return To NXT.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/longtime-wwe-star-makes-
surprise-return-nxt/

Backstage Look At WWE’s Internal Roster Rankings.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/backstage-look-wwes-inte
rnal-roster-rankings/

Mic Time: WWE Star Set For Standup Comedy Gig.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/mic-time-wwe-star-set-st
andup-comedy-gig/

WATCH: The Rock And Roman Reigns Separately Tease WrestleMania
Match.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-two-different-show
s-tease-rock-vs-roman-reigns-wrestlemania/

Sign It Up: New Title Match Confirmed For WWE WrestleMania
Backlash.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/sign-new-title-match-con
firmed-wwe-wrestlemania-backlash/

You Might Not Be Seeing Brock Lesnar In WWE Anytime Soon.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/might-not-seeing-brock-l
esnar-wwe-anytime-soon/
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I Need Name Tags: WWE Changes Another Superstar’s Name.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/need-name-tags-wwe-chang
es-another-superstars-name/

WWE  Name  Working  With  AEW  Two  Weeks  After  Working  At
WrestleMania.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-name-working-aew-two
-weeks-departure/

Mix N Match: Another Company’s Title Changes Hands On AEW
Dynamite.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/mix-n-match-another-comp
anys-title-changes-hands-aew-dynamite/

 

As always, hit up the comments section to chat
about what is going on and get on the Wrestling
Rumors Facebook page.

Dynamite  –  April  13,  2022:
The Downhill Slide
Dynamite
Date: April 13, 2022
Location: UNO Lakefront Arena, New Orleans, Louisiana
Commentators: Excalibur, Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone

It’s the start of a big week around here as we are on the
third of five shows. There are some important matches set up
for this card and there is a good chance that we could be in
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for a fun one. If nothing else, they are coming in off a white
hot main event last week so hopefully they can keep up the
momentum. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

CM Punk vs. Penta Obscuro

Alex  Abrahantes  is  here  with  Penta.  Punk  isn’t  overly
intimidated by Obscuro’s entrance and they stare each other
down to start. That goes into the big chop off, with the fans
getting right into this as soon as they get going. A superkick
staggers Punk but he kicks Penta in the ribs to cut him off.
Punk strikes away as commentary runs down tonight’s card,
including Samoa Joe vs. Minoru Suzuki. The GTS is countered
into an ankle lock and Punk gets sent to the floor. Some
suicide dives take too long though and Punk takes his place,
setting up a dive of his own.

We take a break and come back with both of them going up to
the same corner. Punk pulls him down into….something that
wasn’t clear as his knee seems to give out. Penta takes him
into the corner but Punk comes out with a super hurricanrana,
setting  up  the  running  knee  in  the  corner.  The  GTS  is
countered  so  Punk  tries  the  Anaconda  Vice,  sending  Penta
straight to the rope.

They head to the apron to slug it out but neither can hit a
piledriver. Instead Punk hits the running knee in the corner
back inside, only to have the GTS blocked. The arm snap is
countered into a rollup but that’s countered into another
rollup to give Penta two. Another superkick rocks Punk but
he’s fine enough to pull Penta out of the air for the GTS and
the pin at 13:33.

Rating: B. They worked hard here and the ending was good,
though it felt a bit like a match you would see on a big time

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/04/06/dynamite-april-6-2022-a-tv-classic/


indy show: no real reason for them to be fighting, but it
makes fans go “that sounds AWESOME”. It was good while it
lasted though and Punk continues his climb up to the top of
the rankings. I’m sure the path will be completely scientific
and logical as well.

The  Jericho  Appreciation  Society  arrived  at  the  airport
earlier but Eddie Kingston, Santana and Ortiz were waiting on
them. They beat up 3.0 and took their shoes, as good guys tend
to do.

Tag Team Titles: ReDRagon vs. Jurassic Express

Jurassic Express is defending. Jungle Boy gets struck into the
corner by Fish, allowing O’Reilly to come in for a headlock.
Luchasaurus tags himself in and starts kicking away, only to
get caught with some dragon screw legwhips. That’s enough to
put Luchasaurus in the corner but he strikes his way out of
trouble, allowing the tag off to Jungle Boy.

The suicide dives are on (JR: “It’s Tope Suicida Night folks!
And the kids eat free!”), setting up Luchasaurus hitting his
own dive. Jungle Boy goes for a dive but Fish isn’t quite
ready and has to move over in a hurry (that could have been
nasty). Fish twists Jungle Boy off the apron by the arm though
and we take a break.

Back with O’Reilly trying a cross armbreaker on Jungle Boy but
getting stacked up for two instead. Jungle Boy gets over for
the tag off to Luchasaurus to clean house, including the Tail
Whip  to  O’Reilly.  There’s  the  double  chokeslam  into  the
standing moonsault for two on O’Reilly. A side slam top rope
elbow combination (that looked good) gets two on Fish but
ReDRagon is back in for a kick off into a German suplex.

O’Reilly grabs a cross armbreaker (while also trapping the
leg) but Jungle Boy makes the rope. Back up and O’Reilly grabs
a guillotine on Luchasaurus as Fish jumps over them with a
super Falcon Arrow to Jungle Boy. Luchasaurus throws O’Reilly



onto the two of them for the break and it’s time to strike it
out again. Fish gets Tail Whipped by Luchasaurus and it’s the
Throwassic Express for the pin to retain the titles at 13:45.

Rating: B. This was back into the “what’s tagging” formula for
the most part and I can with with that after last week’s tag
team  clinic  main  event.  Jurassic  Express  getting  to  add
another win to their list is a good idea, but those titles
seem destined either for FTR or the Young Bucks to set up the
rubber match between the bigger name teams.

Post match O’Reilly chairs the champs down but FTR comes in to
scare them off. I think you know where FTR and the Express are
going.

The Blackpool Combat Club, now with Wheeler Yuta, are ready to
fight the undisputed Gunn Club on Friday. Moxley’s idea: break
their faces.

Jamie Hayter and Toni Storm are ready to face each other in
the first round of the Owen Hart Foundation tournament. Hayter
talks about their history together and how it was a lot like
Owen’s rise to prominent. She isn’t going to let Storm slow
her down and asks what Storm is going to do about it. Storm
smirks and walks away.

Maxwell Jacob Friedman vs. Shawn Dean

Shawn Spears is here with MJF. Hold on though as MJF’s scarf
gets caught in his jacket, but he jumps Dean from behind
anyway. And yes, the scarf is completely fine in case you were
wondering. MJF poses but we cut to the back where security has
been taken out, with one of them missing a shirt. Back in the
arena and MJF takes him to the floor, but Wardlow is behind
MJF. The chase is on and security comes out to hold Wardlow
back. MJF runs and, despite offering the referee a lot of
money, loses by countout at 3:54.

Rating: D. This was a match in name only and that is ok. They



are building up towards Wardlow vs. MJF even more and it is
nice to see Dean getting some wins, even if they don’t mean
anything. MJF begging at the idea of losing makes sense as he
is that obsessed with being the best, so they had the logic
going strong here. Not a match for the most part but they
weren’t trying to make it one.

Post match Wardlow is taken to the back and Spears has to hold
MJF back from fighting the referee. We cut to the back where
Wardlow beats up security again and says he isn’t going to
stop until MJF lets him out of his contract. Then he breaks
the camera, which will somehow go on MJF’s bill.

In a video that is a bit more complicated for its message,
Darby Allin challenges Andrade El Idolo to a casket match.

Malakai Black talks about how the House of Black is going to
destroy Fuego del Sol.

Jericho Appreciation Society vs. Eddie Kingston/Santana/Ortiz

Jericho flips Santana off to start and then hits him in the
face, only to get himself into a chop off. Everything breaks
down and Santana gets to beat on Jericho a bit more inside.
It’s off to Ortiz, who gets caught in a double flapjack from
Jericho and Hager to put him down for a change. Hager drives
him into the corner again and it’s Garcia getting to come in
for some shots of his own. Jericho gets the arrogant cover for
two and we take a break.

Back with Jericho missing the Lionsault and, after getting
away from Hager, Ortiz manages the hot tag off to Kingston.
House is cleaned without much trouble and Santana comes in
with a top rope splash for two on Garcia. Ortiz’s middle rope
legdrop gets the same and the Street Sweeper is loaded up.
Instead, Santana throws Garcia at Jericho to take him out. Cue
3.0 (still missing shoes) but Ortiz hits a big flip dive to
take them down. The distraction lets Jericho get in a bat shot
to finish Kingston at 11:45.



Rating: C+. It’s far from a disaster, but I’m really not
feeling the Society so far. They feel like a rehash of the
Inner Circle but nowhere near as good. It’s more of Jericho
getting beaten up and then cheating to win, which is a pretty
tired style. The match was good enough, but it feels like
we’ve done this before and that isn’t great to see.

Post match the big beatdown is on and no one makes the save.

A very angry MJF talks about how he has money and can do
whatever he wants. Also, since he owns Wardlow, he’s going to
put Wardlow into the ring against the Butcher.

Marina Shafir vs. Skye Blue

This is Shafir’s Dynamite debut and Mark Sterling/Jade Cargill
are watching in the back (Sterling more than Cargill). Shafir
takes her down to start as we see Red Velvet as part of the
Baddie Section. Blue’s attempt at a choke is countered into a
bearhug  and  a  slam  down.  Shafir  pounds  away  and  hits  a
pumphandle suplex. A palm strike sets up a headscissors choke
to make Blue tap at 2:22. Shafir really didn’t look good here
and they weren’t exactly mixing well. I don’t know what was
wrong, but if this was anything more than an off night, Shafir
is in trouble.

Tony Nese and Mark Sterling (third segment in a row after MJF
and  Cargill)  interrupt  Hook’s  interview.  Hook  throws  a
medicine  ball  over  his  shoulder,  hits  an  interrupting
Danhausen, and leaves. Danhausen continues to be unsure what
is going on.

The Men of the Year are ready for Sammy Guevara at Battle of
the Belts on Saturday.

Swerve Strickland/Keith Lee vs. Team Taz

The  fans  are  way  into  Ricky  Starks  as  the  hometown  boy.
Powerhouse Hobbs shoves Strickland around to start and doesn’t



seem happy at Swerve trying an armbar. JR uses this time to
talk about Mid-South/UWF memories and it’s off to Starks to
run the ropes into a rope walk. A top rope shot to the
shoulder drops Strickland and Starks hits his pose. It’s off
to Lee, who sends Starks into the corner for the big chop,
with Strickland holding the arms back to make it worse.

Everything breaks down and Strickland uses Lee’s chest as a
springboard for a moonsault down onto Team Taz. We take a
break and come back with Lee cleaning house. Swerve takes
Hobbs off the apron but springboards into a spear from Starks.
A Canadian Destroyer plants Swerve for two but he is right
back up to put Starks in a fireman’s carry. Swerve goes up and
throws Starks into the Pounce from Lee, who is cut off by
Hobbs.

Cue Taz at ringside as Starks can’t Ro Sham Bo Lee. Swerve
gets shoved off the top but manages to post Hobbs. Starks’
tornado DDT is blocked so he settles for a middle rope spear.
Swerve breaks up the cover with a 450 but gets crushed by a
running splash in the corner. Taz trips Lee though and the
Last Will And Testament finishes Lee at 11:58.

Rating: C+. You build up Starks as the big star and don’t have
him get the pin in the match? Anyway, they weren’t going to be
able to get Starks booed here no matter what they tried so
they didn’t even bother. That’s the right call here and Lee
lost to cheating rather than clean. They did things as they
should have here and it was a pretty hot match.

Here’s what’s coming at various upcoming shows.

Thunder Rosa is interrupted by Nyla Rose and Vickie Guerrero.
They have a cake to celebrate her short title reign but there
is no writing on it because she isn’t worth they money. Rosa:
“Do you think I’m stupid?” Vickie and Nyla: “YES!” The cake
goes in Rosa’s face and she’s so blind that she hits Vickie by
mistake. Rosa gets sent into some boxes, with Rose shouting



that the joke is on Rosa because she loves cake! This was
pretty great.

Video on Hangman Page vs. Adam Cole in a Texas Deathmatch this
week on Rampage.

Ring Of Honor TV Title: Samoa Joe vs. Minoru Suzuki

Suzuki  is  defending  and  they  go  straight  to  the  required
strike off. This includes chops and forearms for two minutes
plus until Suzuki gets knocked to the apron. The armbar over
the ropes slows Joe down and we take a break with Joe looking
to be more than a bit spent pretty soon into things.

Back with Suzuki fighting out of a Crossface as Joe’s chest is
REALLY red. The Gotch Style piledriver is blocked and the chop
it out again. Another piledriver attempt is blocked so Suzuki
takes him into the corner for some choking. That’s countered
into  the  MuscleBuster  to  knock  Suzuki  silly  and  Joe  is
champion at 11:34.

Rating:  B-.  This  is  going  to  be  the  definition  of  “your
mileage may vary” as the chop/strike off stuff loses its charm
pretty quickly (the fact that Penta and Punk did the same
thing an hour and a half ago didn’t help). They kept this
moving and it’s hard to believe that it went as long as it
did, but Suzuki was the definition of a transitional champion.
That isn’t a bad thing, but this one felt a lot more like
something that sounded great on paper fifteen years ago rather
than here, with both of them likely near the end of their
careers.

Post match here are Jay Lethal and Sonjay Dutt with a present
for Joe. It’s Lethal’s middle finger, but the lights go out.
Cue a 7’3 monster (identified by Tony as Satnam Singh, an
Indian basketball player who was drafted into the NBA) to take
Joe down and crush his head in a Khali style vice grip. Lethal
and Dutt seem to have a monster enforcer to end the show. I
don’t know how the STUPENDOUS Khali will do but this wasn’t



exactly an inspiring debut.

Overall Rating: B-. It was a weird week as they started off
great and then fell pretty hard before almost limping across
the finish line. The Singh debut didn’t exactly leave on a
high note and the show was a bit of a rollercoaster. It
doesn’t feel like there is a top story at the moment and the
World Title was a complete afterthought this week. Still a
perfectly good show, but far from one of their best.

Results
CM Punk b. Penta Obscuro – GTS
Jurassic Express b. ReDRagon – Throwassic Express to Fish
Shawn Dean b. Maxwell Jacob Friedman via countout
Jericho Appreciation Society b. Eddie Kingston/Santana/Ortiz –
Baseball bat shot to Kingston
Marina Shafir b. Skye Blue – Headscissors choke
Team  Taz  b.  Keith  Lee/Swerve  Strickland  –  Last  Will  And
Testament to Lee
Samoa Joe b. Minoru Suzuki – MuscleBuster

 

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Impact Wrestling – March 31,
2022: Which Way Do They Go?
Impact Wrestling
Date: March 31, 2022
Location: 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

It’s the go home show for the Multiverse of Matches but that
doesn’t seem to mean much at the moment. Part of the issue is
that we also need to build up Rebellion, which is less than a
month away. That doesn’t leave Impact a lot of time, though
maybe they can give this week’s show some attention of its
own. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at Josh Alexander vs. Moose as they
are on their way to a showdown at Rebellion for Moose’s World
Title. Just to crank it up, Moose SPEARED ALEXANDER’S WIFE at
a show in Canada over the weekend.

Josh Alexander arrives and Scott D’Amore tells him that while
Moose isn’t here, he has recommended that Moose be stripped of
the title and fired. Alexander grabs him by the jacket and
says he needs Moose in the ring so he can take the title from
him, man to man.

Opening sequence.

Jonathan Gresham vs. Kenny King

Non-title. Before the match, Gresham mentioned that he will be
facing Eddie Edwards at Rebellion, but King’s entrance cuts
him off. King talks about how he sees a great wrestler but a
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puppet for Ring of Honor. Gresham should be part of Honor No
More, but he is called the Octopus because he is all arms and
no brains.

They get in each others’ faces to start and we have a rather
aggressive lockup. As expected, Gresham goes after the arm to
put King in trouble before sending him outside. King manages
to snap Gresham’s throat across the top to take over though
and a suplex on the floor makes it worse. Back in and Gresham
grabs a dragon screw legwhip, only to miss a high crossbody
and bang up his own knee.

We take a break and come back with King hitting a spinebuster
for two but Gresham goes right back to the knee. A dragon
suplex into a tiger driver gives King two more but King’s knee
gives out again. You don’t have to ask Gresham twice to grab a
hold so the Figure Four goes on. Gresham stands up to crank on
it even more and that’s enough for the tap at 12:04.

Rating: C+. There is something so entertaining about watching
Gresham take someone apart and put them in pin in a variety of
ways. That is exactly what we got here, with that adjusted
Figure  Four  being  a  nice  twist  on  what  you  might  have
expected. King was good as usual, but this was more about
Gresham, as it should have been.

Post match Eddie Edwards runs in to go after Gresham but Rocky
Romero makes the save, meaning we probably have a tag match
coming up.

Here’s  what’s  coming  at  Multiverse  of  Matches  and  later
tonight.

The Motor City Machine Guns are ready for their rematch with
the Bullet Club because Jay White should know what it means to
get pinned.

Deonna Purrazzo is ready for another Champ Champ Challenge at
the Multiverse of Matches and there are a ton of possible



challengers.

Johnny Swinger/Zicky Dice vs. ???/???

This is Swinger’s Chump Chump Challenger and the opponents
are…the Good Brothers. Dice immediately starts panicking and
Gallows sends him flying with a fall away slam. The Magic
Killer finishes at 51 seconds. As it should have been.

Post match the Good Brothers say they are back to what they do
best. They’re on the way to Rebellion and the eight team
elimination match, plus the Multiverse of Matches against the
Briscoes. We cut over to PCO in the parking lot, screaming for
Jonah. Cue Jonah to jump him from behind and the brawl is on,
using a variety of parking lot accessories.

Jonah powerbombs him onto some wooden pallets and then gets in
a few shots with a sledgehammer (as you do). A brick is placed
on PCO’s ribs and cracked with the hammer but he grabs Jonah
by the throat. Jonah’s head is crushed in a car door and PCO
buries him underneath some dirt. That’s just something he
happened to have laying around right?

Josh Alexander vs. Madman Fulton

Ace Austin is here with Fulton. Alexander wastes no time in
starting with the suplexes before knocking Fulton outside.
Fulton is sent into the barricade but manages to fight out of
the C4 Spike back inside. The chokeslam is countered into a
powerbomb though and an ankle lock makes Fulton tap at 1:49.
That was quick.

Post match Austin teases going after Alexander but gets scared
off. Alexander cranks on Fulton’s ankle so hard that Fulton’s
boot comes off.

Trey Miguel asks Mike Bailey about his relationship with Ace
Austin. Bailey says expect the unexpected.

Last week, Mickie James ranted about Chelsea Green turning on



her, making Green a sellout just like Matt Cardona. Nick Aldis
will  be  at  the  Multiverse  of  Matches,  where  it’s  the
Midcardonas  vs.  Al-Dis.

Matt Cardona doesn’t want to talk about this but Chelsea Green
doesn’t like the idea of Mickie James treating her like the
little sister.

Knockouts Battle Royal

Madison  Rayne,  Tenille  Dashwood,  Lady  Frost,  Gisele  Shaw,
Jordynne  Grace,  Havok,  Alisha  Edwards,  Rosemary,  Savannah
Evans, Jesse McKay

The winner gets a Knockouts Title shot against Tasha Steelz,
on commentary, at Rebellion. It’s a brawl to start (battle
royal and all), though the IInfluence has time to stop and
pose. Edwards actually forearms away at Havok, only to have
Rosemary cut her down with a spear. Havok tosses Edwards and
saves Rosemary from Evans. Everyone gets together to dump
Havok and McKay gets rid of Dashwood.

McKay gets knocked off the apron but Kaleb With A K catches
her. Rayne is out as well as McKay is thrown in, where she
gets caught in a Samoan drop from Evans. That’s it for McKay
and it’s Evans vs. Grace in the power slugout. Grace is tossed
but Shaw and Frost toss Evans too. That leaves with with
Frost,  Shaw  and  Rosemary  with  Shaw  getting  the  better  of
things.  The  other  two  get  together  and  dump  Shaw,  with
Rosemary knocking out Frost as well for the win at 7:15.

Rating: C-. Rosemary is one of those women that you can throw
right into the title picture and no one will think anything is
out of the ordinary as she really is that good. She has the
resume and the status so this should work out well. I don’t
know if she wins the title, but she is someone who very well
could and that is a good choice for a challenger.

Black Taurus b. Deaner on BTI.



Eric Young and Violent By Design is ready to retain the Tag
Team Titles at Rebellion.

Bhupinder Gujjar vs. Aiden Prince

Brian Myers has his own commentary table again. Headlocks and
shoulders don’t work for Prince to start as Gujjar knocks him
to the floor. That’s enough for Price to try walking out, only
to get tossed back in without much effort. A powerslam gives
Gujjar two but Prince gets in a knee to the back to take over.
Gujjar comes right back with a Sling Blade into a powerslam
for two but Prince hits a suplex. Prince misses a 450 though
and the middle rope spear gives Gujjar the pin at 4:36.

Rating: C-. Another week, another Gujjar match as he has a
cool looking finisher which takes some effort to set up. Other
than that though, there is still almost nothing about Gujjar
that makes him interesting. He’s a guy in tights for most of
his matches and it doesn’t make me want to see anything that
he is doing.

Post match W. Morrissey tries to powerbomb Myers through the
table but Prince gets in the way. That means Prince gets the
powerbomb through the table instead.

Masha Slamovich vs. Abby Jane

Tiger suplex and Snowplow finish for Slamovich in 48 seconds.

We run down the Multiverse of Matches card again.

Motor City Machine Guns vs. Bullet Club

Chris Bey/Jay White for the Club here. White shoulders Sabin
in the corner to start but Sabin is back with a middle rope
spinning crossbody. Shelley tags himself in and a neck snap
over the ropes sets up a legsweep to put White in trouble. A
backsplash/knee  drop  combination  sets  up  a  chinlock  as
commentary goes over some of the possibilities for the eight
team gauntlet match at Rebellion. Bey sneaks in with a shot



off the top to drop Sabin and we take a break.

Back with Sabin not being able to crawl over to Shelley,
meaning Bey can get in some smirking. White gets in some shots
of his own but a pair of leapfrogs allows Sabin to get over to
Shelley. The Motor City Stretch has Bey in trouble until White
makes  the  save  and  Bey  returns  the  favor  by  breaking  up
Thunder Express.

Back to back choking on the ropes has Shelley in more trouble
and he gets tossed outside. Bey’s suicide dive hits White
though and it’s back to Sabin for the flip dive off the apron.
They head back inside with Sabin hitting a bunch of running
dropkicks in the corner to both Clubbites, setting up Thunder
Express for two on Bey. White is back up to clear the ring
though and Bey hits a big running flip dive to the floor.

Bey’s top rope splash gets two with Shelley making the save,
which the referee is fine with this time. That doesn’t go well
with White but he and Shelley go outside. Sabin drops Bey to
set up Skull and Bones for two, followed by the Dream Sequence
to White. Made In Detroit is broken up so White hits Sabin
with a half and half suplex. The Art of Finesse gives Bey the
pin at 17:42.

Rating: B. I don’t think there was much doubt in the ending
after the previous screwy(ish) ending but they had a heck of a
match on the way there. The Guns aren’t going to be hurt by a
loss and the Club needed the win a bit more here. Very good
match between two talented teams and it is nice to see Bey
getting the pin in a pretty high profile match. He has come a
long way and now he is having some success to back it up.

Overall Rating: C+. As has been the case, they continue to
have issues with building towards two shows at once, even
though the Multiverse of Matches feels like a quick pit stop
on the way to the important event. Still though, they had a
good main event and I want to see where things are going with



Rebellion, which is the main point of this show. The main
event is worth seeing if you have the time and Multiverse of
Madness looks good so…success?

Results
Jonathan Gresham b. Kenny King – Standing Figure Four Leglock
Good Brothers b. Johnny Swinger/Zicky Dice – Magic Killer to
Dice
Josh Alexander b. Madman Fulton – Ankle lock
Rosemary won a battle royal last eliminating Lady Frost
Bhupinder Gujjar b. Aiden Prince – Middle rope spear
Masha Slamovich b. Abby Jane – Snowplow
Bullet Club b. Motor City Machine Guns – Art of Finesse to
Sabin
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New Column: Less Is More
WWE might be doing something that is long overdue.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/kbs-review-less/

Smackdown – October 26, 2007:
Get Over With It Already
Smackdown
Date: October 26, 2007
Location: Sprint Center, Kansas City, Missouri
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the final show before Cyber Sunday and if Raw and ECW are
any indication, this show might be a bit rough. You can only
get so far with the focus being on setting up a stipulation or
decision that you don’t find out until the pay per view, but
at least with the World Title match it is only about the
referee. Maybe this one will work a bit better. Let’s get to
it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

We open with the VIP Lounge with Matt Hardy as his co-host
(Matt: “What’s up homie?”) and Finlay and Rey Mysterio as his
guests. MVP asks for things to stay calm but Finlay talks
about  beating  Rey  up  time  after  time.  He  brings  up  the
possible  stipulations  at  Cyber  Sunday,  including  stretcher
match, No DQ or Shillelagh on a Pole. Rey brings up MVP having
to face Matt Hardy in an MMA fight, a boxing match or just a
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wrestling match. MVP doesn’t want to hear it and talks about
the  upcoming  tag  match  tonight.  Rey  and  Finlay,  partners
tonight, get in a fight though and we wrap it up.

Batista looks at a clip of his interview with JBL last week
where JBL called him a coward and got beaten up. He’s cool
with anyone as referee as long as they stay out of his way. He
is NOT afraid of Undertaker and there is a first time for
everything, including him beating Undertaker.

Kane vs. Mark Henry

Kane has bad ribs coming in thanks to Big Daddy V on ECW.
Henry drops him with a headbutt to start so Kane tries a slam.
That just leaves the bad ribs open so Henry can hammer them
down and the bearhug goes on. The ribs are driven into the
corner but Kane is right back with the chokeslam for the fast
pin.

You can vote for Mick Foley to referee Undertaker vs. Batista
so here’s a look at him.

We look at the final Diva Search competition and here are both
women to tell us why you SHOULDN’T vote for the other one.
Apparently Eve Torres looks too much like a man and there is
only room for one Brooke in WWE.

SAVE US!

MVP/Matt Hardy vs. Rey Mysterio/Finlay

Non-title. Matt and Finlay start things off with Finlay being
driven into the corner. That means a tag off to Rey so Matt
works on his wrist. MVP comes in and gets taken down with a
running headscissors and it’s right back to Matt vs. Finlay.
It’s Matt being put on the mat this time and Rey comes back
in, only to get stomped in the corner. MVP kicks Rey to the
floor where Rey comes up limping, meaning Finlay has a target
back inside.



Rey is fine enough to kick him down, allowing Finlay to come
back in and sit on MVP’s back. MVP faceplants Rey so Matt can
come back in but both teams get in a fight as we take a break.
Back with MVP and Finlay squaring off but Rey won’t take
Finlay’s tag. Rey comes in a few seconds later and hits the
running legdrop as JBL brings up the Killer Bees for the first
time in about twenty five years.

Matt comes in and gets caught with a hurricanrana, which busts
him WAY open. The Side Effect plants Rey but he’s able to
bring Finlay in to go after Matt’s busted head. On the other
hand, Rey can’t bring himself to hit him but he can go after
MVP. A double 619 drops Matt and MVP, only to have Finlay hit
Rey with the Shillelagh. The Playmaker gives MVP the academic
pin.

Rating: C. This was a weird one as the match was designed to
set up the two singles matches at Cyber Sunday, though since
they  are  going  to  be  happening  no  matter  what  and  the
stipulations don’t tie in here. Then they tried to have a
regular match on top of that, making this a bit hard to pull
off. It wasn’t bad, but I was hoping they would pick something
and stick with it instead of doing everything.

Video on Batista vs. Undertaker.

Armando Estrada is happy with Vickie Guerrero’s efforts on the
Smackdown/ECW  working  relationship.  Tonight,  it’s  an  ECW
triple threat and he has to get things ready. Jamie Noble
comes in and begs for an easier night. He suggests Vickie is,
ahem, lonely and she seems into it…before giving him Batista
tonight. Noble: “YOU’RE VIOLATING MY BODY!” Then he imitates
Batista’s pyro and yells a lot.

Batista vs. Jamie Noble

Non-title. Spear, spinebuster and Batista Bomb finish in about
a minute.



Post match Batista goes after JBL and slams his fist on the
announcers’ table but JBL no sells it.

You  can  vote  for  Steve  Austin  to  referee  Undertaker  vs.
Batista so here’s a look at him.

Batista has a book.

Miz vs. John Morrison vs. Big Daddy V

Matt Striker is here with V, who throws them into the corner
for the big double splash (JBL: “THE RING MOVED!”). They head
outside where Miz and Morrison avoid a charge to send V into
the post for a change. That leaves Morrison to kick Miz in the
head for two but Miz snaps him throat first across the top. V
is back up with a clothesline to take Miz’s head off, setting
up a Samoan drop on Morrison. The spinning Boss Man Slam
plants Miz and the big elbow is good for the pin.

Rating: D+. What is there to say here? The match wasn’t good
and it wasn’t long but the monster crushed the other two as he
should have. V shouldn’t be breaking a sweat against almost
any two and he did well here, though ECW has made Miz the
favorite for the title shot by default.

Raw Rebound.

Jesse and Festus vs. Joe Hennig/Steve Fender

It is the genesis of Hennig’s WWE career. Festus runs over
Fender to start as JBL tries to figure out what might have
happened to Festus during his childhood. A Rocket Launcher
finishes for Jesse in less than a minute.

Cyber Sunday rundown.

JBL is in the ring to explain why we should vote for him in a
landslide. He brags about how rich and powerful he is and asks
about why you would want a stuntman or a beer drinker as
referee. We get a campaign style ad on why we should vote for



him, because he has never pulled a gun on his boss like Steve
Austin, or thrown himself off a rooftop like Mick Foley.

Some lackeys bring out VOTE FOR JBL shirts, which are given
out to Michael Cole, Lilian Roberts and the ring announcer,
whose name JBL can’t remember. As for now though, Undertaker
can come out here and get his own shirt. After JBL chants his
own name, here is Undertaker to cut him off. Undertaker takes
his time but eventually JBL offers him a shirt. JBL hits his
catchphrase and gets chokeslammed but here is Batista to spear
Undertaker to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. This wasn’t working for me again and that
comes from the same problem that has been around for the last
few weeks: we’re focusing on the things that don’t change much
about the match rather than the matches itself. This show was
more  about  JBL  being  the  referee  with  the  Undertaker  vs.
Batista stuff being added in at the end. The rest of the show
wasn’t exactly interesting either and they really need to move
on to a traditional build soon, because this doesn’t work very
well.
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ECW On Sci Fi – October 23,
2007: Monsters A Go-Go
ECW On Sci Fi
Date: October 23, 2007
Location: Sprint Center, Kansas City, Missouri
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

We’re  on  the  way  to  Cyber  Sunday  and  ECW  actually  has
something  on  the  card.  The  fans  get  to  pick  CM  Punk’s
challenger for the ECW World Title, but there is more going on
this week. We also have some more issues between Miz and Balls
Mahoney, as they are kind of fighting over Kelly Kelly. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is the Miz with Extreme Expose to get things going. Miz
recaps the idea of the fans voting for CM Punk’s challenger on
Sunday and goes over his fellow options. Big Daddy V is a
monster but John Morrison is a fruitcake. That leaves you with
the man that the Mizfits will vote for in droves, but for now
he needs to deal with Kelly Kelly.

Last week, she went on a date with Balls Mahoney, which Miz
told her not to do. Since Miz owns her contract, she could be
gone from ECW and her career would be over. The thing is
though he is a nice guy so he is going to make her life
miserable week after week. Cue John Morrison to interrupt and
ask where the tool’s hat is this week. Neither of them want
Big Daddy V in the title match but Miz needs to face reality:
no one is going to vote for him.
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As for now though, Morrison would like to know why Kelly Kelly
associates with a loser like Miz. Why not elevate yourself to
someone who has beaten CM Punk? He knows Kelly wants to spend
the night in the Palace of Wisdom, which is enough to earn
Morrison a slap to the face. Cue Balls Mahoney, who gets taken
down by Miz and Morrison. Miz turns his back on Morrison
though and gets knocked outside. Cue CM Punk to knock Morrison
to the floor for a bonus.

Post break, Miz yells at Morrison but Armando Estrada comes in
to make the two of them vs. Mahoney/Punk in tonight’s main
event.

Kane vs. Big Daddy V

Matt Striker is here with V. Kane wastes no time in striking
away but V runs him over with a clothesline. The slam sets up
some  shouting  before  Kane  gets  pounded  in  the  corner.  A
sidewalk slam plants Kane and V sends him outside to keep up
the beating. There’s a whip into the steps and we take a
break. Back with V mounting Kane on the mat because this is
WWE’s best idea for a monster like him. Kane fights out of a
chinlock  and  strikes  away,  setting  up  the  running  corner
clothesline. There’s the top rope clothesline but Mark Henry
of all people comes in to go after Kane for the DQ.

Rating: D. What else were you expecting from these two having
a match that involved V mounting Kane? There is only so much
that Kane can do when he is the more mobile of the two and
that was on display here. I could see a rather messy four way
coming from this, which would certainly be a spectacle. Not
good, but a spectacle.

Post match here is Great Khali as this feels like fan fiction.
V and Khali fight off (oh dear), leaving Kane to kick Henry to
the floor.

Smackdown Rebound.



CM Punk and Balls Mahoney are ready for their tag match later
tonight. Punk asks how Mahoney’s date with Kelly Kelly went
and  gets  a  big  grin.  Punk:  “Balls,  that  is  disturbing.”
Mahoney: “Yeah, that’s what she said too.” I don’t think Punk
knows how to handle that one.

Next week: Kane vs. Great Khali vs. Big Daddy V vs. Mark Henry
in a Monster Mash Battle Royal. There’s your spectacle.

Elijah Burke vs. Nunzio

Fallout from Burke walking out on Nunzio during a tag match
last week. Burke starts fast by sending Nunzio into the post
and pounding away at his chest. A running crotch attack to the
back of Nunzio’s neck gets two but Nunzio fights out of a
chinlock. That doesn’t last long as Burke knocks him back down
and grabs the chinlock sequel. Nunzio fights up again and hits
the Sicilian Slice for two, only to get caught in an STO. The
Elijah Express finishes for Burke.

Rating: C-. This was just a squash for Burke, who continues to
be  something  of  a  player  around  here.  I  would  assume  he
probably  gets  some  house  show  title  shots  so  keeping  him
strong here makes sense. Nunzio is good for a match like this
as you need someone to beat on and the fans still respond to
him well enough.

Great Khali rants about something.

Big Daddy V is ready for a Monster Mash Battle Royal.

CM Punk/Balls Mahoney vs. Miz/John Morrison

Punk and Miz get things going with Punk grabbing an early
headlock. The middle rope spinning crossbody gives Punk two
and it’s off to Mahoney to start working on the arm. Punk is
already back in for an armbar but Miz throws Mahoney down to
take over. Morrison comes in and gets taken down by the hair
to put him in some quick trouble. A shot to the face drops



Morrison again but Mahoney misses the top rope legdrop.

Miz’s legsweep gets two as commentary talks about Mahoney and
Kelly  Kelly’s  date.  Morrison  can’t  get  very  far  with  a
chinlock so he kicks Mahoney in the face for two instead. A
Miz chinlock works a bit better but Mahoney fights out of it
as well and brings in Punk to clean house. Everything breaks
down and Miz clotheslines Morrison by mistake. Mahoney cuts
Miz off and the GTS finishes Morrison.

Rating: C. Even with the lower level Mahoney in there, I don’t
think there was ever any real drama. Maybe Miz or Morrison
could grab a fluke rollup to pin Punk and build themselves up
for  Sunday,  but  that  was  about  the  only  option.  ECW  is
basically telling you to vote for Miz here, as Morrison just
got pinned (again) and Big Daddy V is busy with the other
monsters. It’s Miz’s vote to win and that isn’t a bad idea.

Overall Rating: C-. Much like Raw this week, there is only so
much that can be done when you don’t have a concrete match to
build towards. Punk is trying to find a challenger but the
candidates all have their own deals going on. The battle royal
sounds like a fun match that I won’t ever need to see again
but for a big Halloween style deal, it should be a nice way to
go. Having a clear cut program would be nicer though and we
can get to that starting next week.
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