
Monday Night Raw – December
20,  2021:  These  People  Are
Dumb
Monday Night Raw
Date: December 20, 2021
Location: Fiserv Forum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Commentators: Jimmy Smith, Corey Graves, Byron Saxton

We’re less than two weeks away from Day One and the Raw World
Title match has grown. Last week Bobby Lashley won a series of
matches to earn the right to be added to the match as the bad
guys had a big night. Now we need to change things up a bit on
the way to the pay per view. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Bobby Lashley running the gauntlet
last week to earn the Day One title shot.

Here are MVP and Bobby Lashley for a chat. MVP hypes up
Lashley’s  accomplishments  last  week  and  explains  just  how
impressive it really was. Now no one can hang with him, but
here is Big E. to interrupt. Big E. was impressed last week,
but the Lashley that he knows (the one with a lot of sisters)
has all of his success on his own.

That made it all the more surprising when MVP hit Big E. in
the knee with a cane last week. Lashley says he’s a monster
but he’ll take a win how he can. Besides, MVP said if he
couldn’t do it, MVP could…so let’s do that right now. Lashley
heads outside so MVP loads up the cane, only to have Kevin
Owens and Seth Rollins jump him from behind. The brawl is on,
until Big E. helps Lashley clear the ring. Just announce the
tag match.
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We recap Bianca Belair vs. Doudrop.

Belair is ready for the final showdown with Doudrop so she can
take her out once and for all.

Seth Rollins and Kevin Owens are panicking over Bobby Lashley
when Sonya Deville and Adam Pearce come in. They make the main
event tag match for later tonight.

Doudrop vs. Bianca Belair

Belair  wastes  no  time  in  trying  the  KOD,  sending  Doudrop
bailing to the floor. Doudrop s smart enough to snap the
throat across the top rope and take her into the corner for
the big forearms. A World’s Strongest Slam plants Belair but
she rolls away from the backsplash. Belair rolls outside,
where she catches Doudrop with a spinebuster to send us to a
break.  Back  with  Belair  getting  crotched  on  top  and  then
failing at a sunset bomb.

Instead, Doudrop hits a splash in the corner, setting up a
Cannonball. The confidence is starting to pick up so Belair
strikes  away  to  start  the  comeback.  Belair  scores  with  a
middle rope crossbody and the handspring moonsault gets two
(hit the shocked kickout face). It’s time for Belair to go up
top this time but Doudrop powerbombs her down in a heap.
Another Vader Bomb misses though and now the KOD can finish
Doudrop at 10:48.

Rating: C+. This was a showcase for Belair as the power game
was on full display. The KOD at the end looked very good as
she muscled Doudrop up and planted her perfectly. They billed
this as the big finale of the feud and it would be nice to see
Belair move back into the title picture. It’s not like there
is anything else for her to do at the moment.

We recap Austin Theory attacking Finn Balor over the last few
weeks.



Finn Balor vs. Austin Theory

Balor goes right after him to start and the fight heads out to
the floor. Theory actually gets the better of things and takes
it back inside for corner clotheslines. We hit the chinlock to
keep Balor down but he fights up, only to get neckbreakered
off the apron to send us to a break. Back with Balor scoring
with a quick double stomp to get a breather, setting up more
kicks to the downed Theory. Balor gets crotched on top though,
setting up a springboard Spanish Fly. Theory is so happy that
he grabs the phone, allowing Balor to reverse into a cradle
for two. ATL is escaped though and the Coup de Grace connects
for the pin at 9:03.

Rating: C+. I’m not wild on having Theory lose but it was to
one of the more established stars on the show. Theory seems to
be one of the projects on Raw at the moment, which could be
good or bad. I could go for more of both of these guys and it
wouldn’t surprise me to see them do this again at Day One.

AJ Styles and Omos are ready to fix things on MizTV.

Smackdown Rebound.

It’s time for MizTV. Before we get to the point, Miz wants to
clear everything up: he and Maryse are perfectly fine. With
that out of the way, we get our guests for the week with AJ
Styles and Omos. The two of them have been having problems but
Styles wants them to get together and win ALL of the titles.
That’s not what Miz has heard though, as Omos has been saying
that Styles holds him back and Omos could do all of this
himself. Styles recruited Omos to WWE but now he is ready to
be the big star all on his own. Styles doesn’t know what to
say but he has to worry about that later.

AJ Styles/Omos vs. Mysterios

Dominik picks up the pace to start but gets pulled into an
abdominal stretch to slow him down. That’s fine with Dominik,



who flips out and brings Rey in to hammer away. The tornado
DDT sets up a 619 but the frog splash hits knees. Back up and
Omos won’t tag in, allowing Rey to grab a rollup for the pin
at 2:23.

Post match AJ yells at Omos, who shoves him away. That’s
enough for Styles, who starts hammering on Omos to limited
avail. Omos catches him in a fireman’s carry faceplant and
says he’ll see Styles in a match.

Austin Theory goes to Vince McMahon’s office.

Randy Orton vs. Chad Gable

Orton is here alone while Otis is with Gable. Orton goes after
the arm to start but gets taken to the mat without much
trouble.  Gable  wrestles  him  down  again  and  Orton  needs  a
breather on the floor. Back in and Orton grabs a headlock
takeover  but  Gable  quickly  reverses  into  an  armbar.  Some
armdrags set up another armbar as Orton is getting frustrated.
Orton sends him outside and catches Gable with the hanging DDT
on the way back in. That’s broken up and Gable hits an armdrag
(not a German suplex Graves) but misses another, allowing
Orton to hit the RKO for the pin at 2:59.

Post match Otis goes after Orton, who bails when he can’t hit
the RKO.

Bobby Lashley/Big E. vs. Seth Rollins/Kevin Owens is set for
later.

Lashley can’t trust Big E. but he can beat up all three of
them tonight. MVP isn’t worried either.

Earlier today, Dana Brooke and Reggie went on another not-
date,  this  time  around  a  bunch  of  nice  looking  Christmas
trees. This time Akira Tozawa is an elf but Tamina is here to
yell at him for getting in the way. Santa Truth showed up and
the brawl was on between the women and Dana escapes again. I’d



rather just look at the Christmas lights.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Damian Priest

Non-title but a Champion’s Contenders match, with Robert Roode
in Ziggler’s corner. Ziggler kicks at the knee to start but
has to counter a powerbomb attempt into a sunset flip for two.
Priest takes him down and goes up top though, only to get
superplexed back down as we take a break.

Back with Ziggler hitting his running DDT for two but Priest
strikes away to cut him down. The Broken Arrow gets two and a
kick to the face knocks Ziggler silly. The referee has to
check on Ziggler, allowing Roode to trip Priest off the apron.
That sends Priest too far so he goes after Roode, earning
himself a countout at 9:01.

Rating:  C.  Not  exactly  a  surprise  here  as  Ziggler  has  a
tendency to get more title shots and rematches than anyone in
the history of wrestling. Priest getting to beat him up will
work out well enough for him in the future, but for now this
wasn’t exactly an interesting match. At least Priest didn’t
take a pin here, so I’ll call that a minor victory.

Post match Priest chases Ziggler off and beats Roode up again,
including the Reckoning on the floor.

Finn Balor is on to more important things but Austin Theory
jumps him. Theory drops him hard onto the anvil case and Balor
is grimacing.

Post break, Austin Theory goes in to see Vince McMahon, who
liked  Theory  getting  at  Balor  again.  Not  that  it  matters
though as Theory lost his match. Vince likes watching revenge
though, as it makes him feel like he had a good meal. Next
week, Theory gets to face Balor again and Vince threatens him
with the eraser again. Then he blows eraser shavings at Theory
and says Ho Ho Ho.



It’s time for the Cutting Edge, because this show needed two
talk shows. Edge talks about how much he has in common with
his guest, in that they are both Canadian and frustrated with
Miz. The guest is Maryse, who isn’t here to be Edge’s friend,
but she goes on a rant about how she can’t get a word in
around Miz. She has a lump in her stomach but she wants people
to know that there is a woman behind Maryse. It has been
fifteen years with Mike Mizanin and she wants a thank you. She
takes care of everything from the house to the kids and now
she is exhausted.

Edge looks a bit stunned as Maryse moves on to how she almost
got hurt last week. If something happens to her, who is taking
care of her kids? Would Edge have ever done this to his wife?
Edge apologizes that Maryse’s life is some kind of horrible
country  song.  Is  anyone  else  buying  this?  Of  course  he
wouldn’t do this to Beth Phoenix because he respects her. Get
Miz  out  here  already,  so  here  is  Miz  to  interrupt.  Edge
catches him coming in from behind but Maryse hits Edge with
her purse, setting up the Skull Crushing Finale. Of course
everything  is  ok  with  Miz  and  Maryse.  Phoenix  has  to  be
showing up soon right?

Rhea Ripley vs. Queen Zelina

Nikki  Ash  and  Carmella  are  barred  from  ringside.  Zelina
promises that Ripley won’t be able to end her reign. Ripley
blocks a kick to the ribs to start but misses a big boot.
Instead Vega tries a tornado DDT, which is blocked as well.
Vega spins into a jawbreaker for two on Ripley, who easily
blocks a running knee. A delayed superplex doesn’t work for
Ripley as Vega slips between the legs and hits a running knee
for two. Not that it matters as Ripley hits Riptide for the
pin at 2:09, meaning she is a bit better without Ash.

Big E. doesn’t have to team well with Bobby Lashley tonight.
Cue Lashley, with Big E. wondering where MVP is to jump him
again. Lashley says don’t worry about that, but just be ready



for later.

Here is Liv Morgan for a chat, complete with a kendo stick.
Morgan talks about how Becky Lynch accepted the rematch for
Day One, but only after she injured Morgan’s arm. She talks
about going to Iowa to jump Becky at her gym in Iowa and we
see a clip of the attack. Morgan showed up and went after
Becky, but it was a lookalike so the real Becky could jump her
(ignore the pretty big gap in logic to get there).

Instead, Becky got beaten up anyway and Morgan is ready for
Day One. Becky can try to break her arm, but she’s going to
break Becky’s face. Cue Becky, who asks how Morgan feels about
beating up an innocent woman. Morgan says Becky went after her
arm but she beat Becky up with one good arm. That gets some
respect from Becky, but she doesn’t think Morgan can handle
the heat. Morgan throws the stick to Becky, who leaves anyway.

I like Morgan a good bit, but STOP HAVING HER DO THESE LONG
RECITED PROMOS. They don’t sound like things she would say and
it’s obvious that she is just reading words given to her. She
got popular doing one thing and now they’re having her do the
opposite to weaker effect. Why is this a surprise anymore?

Seth Rollins/Kevin Owens vs. Big E./Bobby Lashley

Lashley wrecks them both to start and we take a break less
than  a  minute  in.  Back  with  Lashley  hitting  a  one  armed
delayed vertical suplex to drop Rollins again. Rollins manages
to send him outside though and Owens stomps away to take over.
Lashley gets thrown back inside to keep up the beating, which
he shrugs off without much trouble.

Big E. comes in for the suplexes and gyrating, setting up a
clothesline to send Rollins outside. Owens gets in a cheap
shot though and Rollins adds a frog splash for two. We take
another  break  and  come  back  with  Lashley  wrecking  things
again, allowing the tag back to Big E. Everything breaks down
and Lashley spears Big E., followed by another spear to Owens



for the pin at 14:04.

Rating: C. I’m curious about how that ending was supposed to
go as it felt like the match was going to end sooner rather
than later anyway. The good thing is that Lashley gets another
big win, as he is looking more and more like an unstoppable
monster. I don’t know what that means for his chances at Day
One, but he’s looking awesome on the way there.

Post match Rollins makes a save about ten seconds late, as it
seems the ending wasn’t as it was supposed to be. The Stomp
hits Big E. and Lashley gets hit with the steps. The apron
powerbomb and a Stomp on the steps leave Lashley laying. Owens
and Rollins celebrate

Overall Rating: C-. While it wasn’t the mess that last week’s
was in this area, this show continued to make me wonder why I
would cheer for any of the heroes around here. Save for one or
two, this show was filled with heroes who were either inept,
lame or just stupid. Between Big E. being left laying again,
Morgan not being able to tell which redhead was which (and
Lynch being some genius strategist) and Edge knowing Miz’s
plan and getting laid out anyway, there wasn’t much to get
excited about here.

That’s been a major WWE problem for a long time and it was on
full display this week. It’s like WWE builds someone up, gets
us to cheer for them and then changes their minds and decides
to cut them back down to size. Why they would want to do that
is beyond me, but it is making for some dreadful television.
The wrestling was fine, but egads it would be nice to have a
main event face stand tall and look smart for a change around
here.

Results
Bianca Belair b. Doudrop – KOD
Finn Balor b. Austin Theory – Coup de Grace
Mysterios b. AJ Styles/Omos – Rollup to Styles



Randy Orton b. Chad Gable – RKO
Dolph Ziggler b. Damian Priest via countout
Rhea Ripley b. Queen Zelina – Riptide
Big E./Bobby Lashley b. Seth Rollins/Kevin Owens – Spear to
Owens

 

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Impact  Wrestling  –  December
9, 2021: Someone To Believe
In
Impact Wrestling
Date: December 9, 2021
Location: Sam’s Town Live, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Matt Striker, D’Lo Brown
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We are on the way to Hard To Kill and the show still has a
long way to go. You can see a lot of the card from here so
hopefully we get some more work put in this week. A few more
matches would help, as long as they pay enough attention to
what is already there too. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap looks at Matt Cardona and W. Morrissey becoming
co-#1 contenders, with their title shot coming against Moose
at Hard To Kill.

Opening sequence.

Chris Sabin/Mickie James vs. Matthew Rehwoldt/Deonna Purrazzo

The  women  start  things  off  but  Rehwoldt  comes  in  before
Purrazzo  does  anything.  Rehwoldt  shoulders  Mickie  down  to
start but misses an elbow, allowing Sabin to come in and
strike away. Sabin cranks on the arm but gets sent into the
corner for a kick to the ribs. It’s back to Purrazzo to kick
away at the ribs and to knock Mickie off the apron (Mickie
should  pay  better  attention).  Rehwoldt  grabs  a  chinlock,
followed by a sitout powerbomb for two.

For  some  reason  Rehwoldt  goes  up  top,  allowing  Sabin  to
dropkick him out of the air. Mickie comes back in for the
Thesz press on Purrazzo as everything breaks down. Sabin can’t
Cradle Shock Purrazzo so he gets sent outside, where Purrazzo
hits a dive to take him down. Mickie dives onto both of them
but Rehwoldt catches her on top on the way back in. The top
rope Thesz pres is blocked and Purrazzo reverses into a sunset
flip (with Rehwoldt helping) for the pin at 8:16.

Rating: C+. It was certainly action packed and that’s a good
way to start. Purrazzo vs. James is advanced a bit more and
there should be a solid title match when they get around to
it. Rehwoldt isn’t the most thrilling star but he works well
as Purrazzo’s muscle who can do his thing well enough.
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Matt Cardona is ready for a World Title opportunity because he
has only had one before and didn’t win. W. Morrissey comes in
to  call  him  Midcardona  and  promises  to  go  take  what  he
deserves. Threats are made to Cardona, who wants to have a
match tonight. He’ll even put up his Hard To Kill spot.

We  look  at  Violent  By  Design  vs.  Rich  Swann/Willie
Mack/Heath/Rhino.

Eric Young says Rhino is like a rat who keeps coming for
electrified cheese. He’s ready for Rhino in a street fight
tonight.

Rohit Raju vs. Lawrence D.

Yes Lawrence rather than Larry, despite what the graphics say.
Lawrence  shushes  him  and  says  he’s  a  lover  instead  of  a
fighter before dropping Raju with a shoulder. A hiptoss sets
up a running splash for two but Raju is back up with a kick to
the head. Cue Josh Alexander to tell Raju to get out….and then
attacks him for saying no, drawing the DQ 2:14.

Alexander wants Jonah out here right now and after a break he
gets…Scott D’Amore. Jonah isn’t coming out here, but Alexander
can  have  Jonah  at  Hard  To  Kill.  That’s  not  cool  with
Alexander, who wants to get past Jonah to win the World Title
back.  D’Amore  wants  that  too,  but  Alexander  has  to  wait.
Raju’s goon Raj Singh tries to come back in but gets planted
with the C4 Spike, which is Alexander keeping his emotions in
check.

The Bullet Club WILL NOT sign posters and threaten a backstage
worker until Laredo Kid breaks it up.

Steve Maclin tells Scott D’Amore that he hasn’t been pinned or
submitted. D’Amore says he hasn’t beaten anyone either, so
it’s a no for now. Maclin leaves so here is Decay to want in
on the Knockouts Ultimate X match. For once, D’Amore has too
much going on so he is delegating this to someone else. Who



else? More on that later it seems.

Learning Tree vs. FinJuice

Juice Robinson starts with Zicky Dice, who comes complete with
a rather long ribbon. Robinson deals with that so VSK tags
himself in for a cheap shot to take over. That doesn’t last
long either as Robinson gets over for the tag to David Finlay
to  clean  house.  Dice  runs  into  VSK  though  and  it’s  a
backbreaker/middle rope elbow to give Robinson the pin at
3:23.

Rating: C-. Little more than a squash here and that’s what it
should have been. FinJuice continues to be one of the better
tag teams around here and the Learning Tree is little more
than jobbers anyway. Nothing match, but it gives FinJuice a
little momentum going into…whatever it is they’re doing next.

Moose comes up to W. Morrissey to offer one more alliance to
get rid of Matt Cardona. Morrissey has this himself.

Eric Young tells Violent By Design to stay in the back because
he has this himself.

Rhino vs. Eric Young

Street fight. Rhino throws in the weapons but Young throws
them back out, earning himself a whip into the corner. That’s
fine with Rhino, who tosses Young outside to start the real
fighting. Young gets dropped back first onto the apron so it’s
time to throw in some weapons. A few right hands stagger Rhino
but he’s fine enough to suplex Young on the ramp. Back in and
Rhino hits him in the head with a metal sheet, drawing even
more ECW chants.

The trashcan is wedged in the corner so of course Rhino is
sent face first into it (as he deserves for putting it there
in the first place. Young chairs Rhino down and puts the chair
on his face but the top rope elbow is broken up. A superplex



brings Young down and a shoulder drops him again. Cue Violent
By Design to break up the Gore so here is Heath for the save.
Young uses the distraction to get in a hockey mask shot for
two but here are Rich Swann and Willie Mack to go after Young
again. Now it’s the Good Brothers running in for another save
so Young can get in a low blow and piledriver for the pin at
8:06.

Rating: C. This was all of the brawling that you would have
expected here but egads there was a lot of interference here.
The Violent By Design stuff has lost a lot of its luster and
the  never  ending  feud  with  Rhino  hasn’t  helped  things.
Hopefully we’re gearing up for the team’s destruction, but it
wouldn’t shock me to see them win the Tag Team Titles at Hard
To Kill either.

The Influence and the IInspiration think they could have a
good super group but can’t agree on a name.

Influence/IInspiration vs. Decay

What a weird choice for a mixed tag. Black Taurus scares
Madison Rayne to the floor and Decay teases a quadruple dive
as we take a break. Back with Cassie choking Rosemary in the
corner but she pops up to glare at IInspiration. Rayne comes
back in to choke Crazzy Steve, which works as well as you
would expect. It’s back to Taurus, who tosses Dashwood onto
Kaleb With A K. Back in and Rosemary spears Dashwood for the
pin at 9:07.

Rating: D. This felt like something Russo would book as the
good guys had the advantage and then just won without much
trouble. I’m really not sure what the point of this was and
there wasn’t exactly much of an explanation. There was talent
involved here, but it was such a weird presentation that I’m
not sure what they were going for here.

Post match the IInspiration yells at the Influence.



Lady Frost upset Kimber Lee on Before The Impact.

Lady Frost is happy to be on the roster and gets a welcome
from Scott D’Amore. She wants in the Knockouts Ultimate X
match, but D’Amore tells her to talk to the new person in
charge of the Knockouts Division: Gail Kim. Eh makes sense.
Frost is in, along with Tasha Steelz, Jordynne Grace, Rachael
Ellering, Chelsea Green and Rosemary.

Hard To Kill rundown.

W. Morrissey vs. Matt Cardona

If Morrissey wins, Cardona is out of the Hard To Kill World
Title match. The fight starts on the floor before the bell
with Cardona being driven back first into the apron. There’s
posting to make it worse and now we get the opening bell, with
Morrissey pounding away even more. We take a break and come
back  with  Cardona  fighting  out  of  a  chinlock  but  getting
knocked HARD out to the floor. Morrissey posts him again and
Cardona is in big trouble (again).

Cardona is busted open, so Morrissey pulls the cut up against
the post to make it worse. Back in and Morrissey misses a
charge into the corner to give Cardona a much needed breather.
A faceplant drops Morrissey and a middle rope dropkick sends
him into the corner. Morrissey runs him over again but the
powerbomb is countered into Radio Silence to give Cardona two.
Back  up  and  Cardona  kicks  him  square  in  the  jaw  before
pounding at the cut. Morrissey gets so carried away that he
shoves the referee for the DQ at 13:38.

Rating: C+. I wasn’t wild on the ending but it was about all
they could do here. Ultimately, Cardona needed to avoid a loss
while you don’t want Morrissey getting pinned, leaving this as
about as good as it was going to get. Not a great match, but
Cardona is starting to look awesome with his underdog stuff
and that’s a good thing.



Post match Morrissey decks the referee and powerbombs Cardona
to blow off some steam. Cue Chelsea Green to cover Cardona so
here is Moose to yell at Morrissey. A big boot drops Moose and
Morrissey shoves Green, triggering the brawl from Cardona.
Moose left the title in the ring so Cardona holds it up to end
the show.

Overall Rating: C+. What matters here is the fact that you can
see most of the Hard To Kill card from here. They still have a
long way to go with some of the stories, but at least we have
something to build on already. I’m curious to see where some
of these stories go and that’s a good place to be so close to
a pay per view.

Results
Matthew Rehwoldt/Deonna Purrazzo b. Chris Sabin/Mickie James –
Sunset flip with assist from Rehwoldt
Rohit  Raju  b.  Lawrence  D.  via  DQ  when  Josh  Alexander
interfered
FinJuice  b.  Learning  Tree  –  Backbreaker/middle  rope  elbow
combination to VSK
Eric Young b. Rhino – Piledriver
Decay b. Influence/IInspiration – Spear to Dashwood
Matt Cardona b. W. Morrissey via DQ when Morrissey shoved the
referee

 

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Daily News Update – December
20, 2021
Make sure to check out some recent reviews:

Monday Night Raw – July 16, 2007

NXT UK – December 16, 2021

ECW On Sci Fi – July 17, 2007

Smackdown – July 20, 2007

 

Current Ring Of Honor Champion Attends WWE Tryout.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/current-ring-honor-champ
ion-attends-wwe-tryout/

Interesting Details On Ted DiBiase’s Return To WWE Earlier
This Year.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/interesting-details-ted-
dibiases-return-wwe-earlier-year/

Full Results For December 24 WWE SmackDown *SPOILERS*.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/full-results-december-24
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-wwe-smackdown-spoilers/

Hang On: Update On Bray Wyatt’s Wrestling Status.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/update-bray-wyatts-wrest
ling-status/

Completely Fulfilled: NXT Champion Gets Married Over The
Weekend.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/completely-fulfilled-cha
mpion-gets-married-weekend/

Backstage News On Several Changes Made To This Week’s WWE
SmackDown.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/backstage-news-several-c
hanges-made-weeks-wwe-smackdown/

Vince McMahon Wanted To Fire And Beat Up Michael Cole At The
Same Time.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/vince-mcmahon-wanted-fir
e-beat-michael-cole-time/

SmackDown Star Missing From WWE TV Over Lack Of Creative
Plans.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/smackdown-star-missing-w
we-tv-lack-creative-plans/

Roman Reigns’ Likely Next Opponent After Brock Lesnar.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/roman-reigns-likely-next
-opponent-brock-lesnar/

Jim Ross Trashes Current WWE Title, Calls It “Hideous”.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/jim-ross-trashes-current
-wwe-title-calls-hideous/

AEW’s Sammy Guevara Clears Up Rumors Regarding The End Of His
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Engagement.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/sammy-guevara-clears-rum
ors-regarding-end-engagement/

Bret Hart Reflects On Being Inducted Into Canada’s Walk Of
Fame.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/bret-hart-reflects-induc
ted-canadas-walk-fame/

As always, please check out all of the videos if
you can, hit up the comments section and get on
the Wrestling Rumors Facebook page.

Smackdown  –  July  20,  2007:
And New
Smackdown
Date: July 20, 2007
Location: Entertainment Center, Laredo, Texas
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the go home show for the Great American Bash and the two
big matches are set. We’ll be seeing Batista vs. Great Khali
plus Edge defending the World Title against Kane. Before we
get there though, Edge has some kind of a major announcement,
which does not exactly bode well. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.
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Teddy Long is in the ring with a big announcement: Edge is
injured and has to vacate the World Title. Cue Edge, who asks
for some appropriate lighting. Edge talks about how no one
believed he could get here but he came back for the fans and
to prove it to himself. Last week, Kane attacked him without
provocation, because Kane knew he couldn’t win on his own at
the Great American Bash.

Edge tore his pectoral muscle and is going to be out of action
for four months. He has even prepared a tribute video for our
enjoyment, which says he’s simply the best. Long thinks this
is a bit too much drama but Edge can come back, win some
matches, and get another title shot.

As for tonight though, we’ll be having a twenty man battle
royal to crown a new World Champion. Edge can’t hand the title
over because he can’t believe we’re moving on so quickly. Long
doesn’t really want to hear it but Edge promises to get the
title back. He hands the belt over and walks away, looking
like he’s about to cry. That’s a pretty big shakeup but the
battle royal to crown a new champion taking place so fast is a
nice surprise.

Victoria vs. Torrie Wilson

Victoria powers her into the corner and hammers away to start
but Torrie actually takes things to the floor. The brawl is on
with Torrie unloading before taking it back inside for a small
package. Victoria kicks her in the face and grabs a chinlock
before sending Torrie head first into the mat. The swinging
neckbreaker gives Torrie two but Victoria is right back with
the Widow’s Peak for the pin.

Rating: C-. Torrie was working hard here and looked a lot more
comfortable in the ring, but ultimately this match is a good
example of what’s wrong with the women’s division without a
title. There’s nothing to these matches other than personal
issues, and almost all of those tend to be based on how one of



the women looks. That’s not going to get you very far and it
certainly hasn’t with this, making these matches little more
than filler.

Rey Mysterio is coming back.

We look back at Edge vacating the title.

Smackdown World Title: Battle Royal

Mark  Henry,  Chris  Masters,  Eugene,  Great  Khali,  Batista,
Finlay, Deuce, Domino, MVP, Matt Hardy, Brian Major, Brett
Major, Jamie Noble, Chavo Guerrero, Funaki, Jimmy Wang Yang,
Dave Taylor, Shannon Moore, Kane, Kenny Dykstra

For the vacant title and only a handful get entrances. The
bell rings to start said entrances, with Yang thinking the
match was starting and kicking Taylor before realizing he
jumped the gun. It’s a big brawl to start and Henry tosses one
Major at another to get rid of both. Moore and Funaki are out
as  well  and  we  take  a  break.  Back  with  Khali  and  Henry
knocking people down (not out) and the staredown is on…until
everyone else jumps Henry to get rid of him.

A bunch of people hit other people with Khali shrugging off
anyone who gets in a few shots. Batista tosses Deuce, Domino
and Taylor but turns around to face off with Kane. Noble goes
after both of them and is tossed with ease, followed by Eugene
getting the same treatment to get us down to ten. We take
another break and come back again with Dykstra being tossed
out.

MVP misses his running boot in the corner and gets tossed by
Hardy. The Masterlock has Yang in trouble but Chavo makes the
save for no logical reason. Yang saves Chavo as well and the
two of them get rid of Masters. Chavo goes after Yang and gets
eliminated as a result, leaving us with Hardy, Yang, Kane,
Batista, Khali and Finlay. Yang is sat on the apron, allowing
Hornswoggle to pop up and get rid of him.



Khali  kicks  Hardy  out  and  we’re  down  to  four.  Finlay  is
knocked outside (not eliminated), leaving Khali to beat on
Kane and Batista. Now it’s Finlay coming back in with the
shillelagh but Kane grabs him by the throat. Batista breaks
that up with a spear and gets rid of Finlay, leaving us with
three. Batista goes after Kane on the ropes but Khali tosses
both of them for the win and the title.

Rating: C. It’s a very long battle royal but something with
stakes  like  this  should  be  getting  the  extra  time.  Khali
winning the title is a good way to go as he is the ultimate
monster to slay. You can pick someone to do that and get a
good story out of it (ok it’s going to be Batista) so this is
about  as  logical  of  a  choice  as  they  had  given  the
circumstances.

Post match Khali is presented with the title, which he holds
upside down.

Post  break,  Khali  and  Runjin  Singh  talks  about  the
celebrations going on around the world. The days of Indians
being  labeled  as  quicky  mart  owners  and  cab  drivers  and
doctors is over. Khali is everyone’s champion.

Vickie Guerrero and Teddy Long realize Great Khali needs a
challenger at the Great American Bash. The solution: Kane vs.
Batista in a #1 contenders match later tonight.

Raw Rebound.

Matt Hardy vs. Kenny Dykstra

Both of them are banged up from the battle royal. Hardy rolls
him up for an early two as we see MVP watching. A headlock
takeover keeps Dykstra in trouble and a sunset flip gives
Hardy  two  as  commentary  goes  at  it  over  MVP’s  bragging.
Dykstra  manages  to  snap  the  throat  across  the  top  rope,
setting up a slingshot elbow back inside.



Back to back clotheslines get two but Hardy fights out of a
sleeper in a hurry. Dykstra is right back up with a chinlock
so  Hardy  has  to  escape  again,  this  time  scoring  with  a
clothesline. The middle rope elbow to the back of the neck
sets up the Twist of Fate to give Hardy the pin.

Rating: C. This wasn’t quite up to the levels that Hardy has
been hitting as of late, but he’s going into his US Title
match on a roll and that’s a great thing. It never ceases to
amaze me how WWE knows how to do something like this but
continues to screw it up so often. Hardy has won a lot of
matches and is ready for a title match. Why is that so hard to
do?

Chuck Palumbo really likes motorcycles.

Jesse and Festus want to be on magazine covers.

MVP goes on a rant about being better than anyone and everyone
around here, including Matt Hardy.

Great American Bash rundown.

Kane vs. Batista

The winner gets the shot at Great Khali on Sunday. They start
slowly until Batista shoulders him down for an early two. Kane
takes him into the corner for the uppercut and a slam evens
the near fall score. The chinlock doesn’t do much on Batista,
who  powers  out  without  too  much  trouble.  Batista’s
bodyscissors is broken in a hurry as well so Kane hits a hard
clothesline. A big boot puts Batista outside and we take a
break.

Back with Kane hammering away in the corner and having to
escape the Batista Bomb attempt. Kane’s top rope clothesline
misses though and Batista is back with the spinebuster. The
spear is cut off and it’s a chokeslam for two on Batista. They
head outside again, with Batista sending him into the steps.



Back in and Batista hits a top rope shoulder….and here is
Khali to jump Batista, which will be called a double DQ/no
contest, because rules don’t mean much in comparison to the
power of the WWE script.

Rating: C+. Not a bad power match, but you could probably
guess how the ending was going to go. They have three people
for two matches so the triple threat is the only thing they
can do, outside of moving someone else into the main event
scene. It was starting to pick up near the end, but they
needed to get to the ending so I can’t get that annoyed.

Teddy Long comes out to make the triple threat title match to
end the show.

Overall Rating: C. They did what they could here as the Edge
injury turned everything upside down. All things considered,
this could have been far worse and it was nice to see them
getting it as right as they did. The wrestling was the usual
middle of the road stuff, but it was certainly historic with
the new champion. Not a great show, but it put out some fires
in efficient enough fashion.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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ECW  On  Sci  Fi  –  July  17,
2007: What’s In A Champion?
ECW on Sci Fi
Date: July 17, 2007
Location: Entertainment Center, Laredo, Texas
Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

We’re on the way to the Great American Bash and that means we
need the final push towards CM Punk vs. Johnny Nitro for the
ECW World Title. Other than that, there isn’t much going on
here but we do now have the monster Big Daddy V to deal with.
Unfortunately that means more Matt Striker, but I would much
rather have him as a manager than a wrestler. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

There are a bunch of reporters outside Johnny Nitro’s locker
room, where a spokesman says this is the last night Nitro will
be on ECW. He’ll answer more tonight in a press conference.

CM Punk vs. Elijah Burke

Burke is replacing Marcus Cor Von, who has taken a sabbatical
from ECW. Feeling out process to start with Burke driving him
into the corner and getting absolutely nowhere as a result.
Punk takes him to the mat for some knees to the arm into an
armbar. A legdrop gives Punk two and it’s right back to the
armbar.

Burke fights up and takes Punk into the corner again, only to
get caught in armbar the third. The next escape attempt sees
them  crash  outside  and  we  take  a  break.  Back  with  Burke
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grabbing a Boston crab, sending Punk crawling over to the
ropes in a hurry. Punk is able to strike away until Burke
drops him with an uppercut for two more.

Burke  cranks  on  both  arms  at  once,  setting  up  some
backbreakers for two each. Another comeback is on, with Punk
kicking away and hitting a flapjack for his own near fall. A
suplex gives Punk two and the German version gives Burke the
same. Back up and Burke tries a clothesline, only to get
reversed into the GTS to give Punk the sudden pin.

Rating: C+. These two have fought each other quite a few times
now and the impact is starting to wear thin. This is a bit of
a different situation due to the last second replacement, but
it is nice to have guys who know each other this well. Maybe
not a great match, but good enough and with nearly fifteen
minutes to build things up.

Raw Rebound.

Big Daddy V vs. Tim Storm

Matt Striker handles Big Daddy V’s intro which includes a look
at V destroying Boogeyman last week. You might know Tim Storm
as the future NWA World Champion, but he still looks old here
anyway.  V  unloads  in  the  corner  and  hits  some  headbutts,
setting up a Samoan drop and a swinging Boss Man Slam for the
fast pin.

Here is the Miz for a chat. He can’t help it that he’s a chick
magnet, but maybe it’s his personality/charisma/good looks.
For  example,  there  are  three  chicks  here  with  a  special
surprise for him. Cue Extreme Expose, who sit Miz down in a
chair and dance around/on him this week.

We look at Tommy Dreamer beating up Johnny Nitro last week
before falling short (how Tommy Dreamer of him).

Tommy Dreamer vs. Kevin Thorn



Thorn goes after the arm to start so Dreamer hits him in the
face. A hiptoss and drop toehold take Thorn down but he’s
right back up to go after Dreamer’s bad shoulder. Dreamer
fights out of another armbar with a neckbreaker, setting up a
frog splash of all things. Dreamer’s arm won’t let him hit a
powerbomb but he can escape a Razor’s Edge. A clothesline
drops Thorn but he sends Dreamer shoulder first into the post
for the fast pin.

Rating: D+. Not much to this one other than Thorn working on
Dreamer’s arm, which only gets you so far. It’s also kind of
weird to see Thorn winning, but it isn’t like beating Dreamer
means much of anything. Thorn is just kind of there, but you
can always use a decent midcard vampire enthusiast right?

Post match, Thorn hits the Original Sin for a bonus.

It’s  time  for  Johnny  Nitro’s  press  conference,  with  his
spokesman  saying  we  will  never  see  Johnny  Nitro  again.
Instead,  please  meet…well  Nitro  in  better  clothes  with
slightly bigger hair. His name is now John Morrison, which was
his name at birth and he was destined for great things. He
could walk at 4th grade and skipped first grade. In high
school, he was elected Class President but didn’t even run.
Now you look at him today and see a champion who destroyed
Tommy Dreamer last week.

You can hear greatness in his name, but what is in CM Punk’s
name? Morrison asks what the CM stands for but here is Punk to
cut him off. He wants to keep things cool….and then hits Punk
with the microphone. The flipping neckbreaker drops Punk and
Morrison stands tall to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. Kind of a weird show between Nitro becoming
Morrison, Miz having three women all over him and a long match
to start. It still feels like they are trying to figure things
out with the new roster, but the show certainly wasn’t boring
so at least they’re getting somewhere. Just tighten things up



a bit and they should be at least ok in the near future.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

NXT UK – December 16, 2021:
They Know How To Hurt People
NXT UK
Date: December 16, 2021
Location: BT Sports Studios, London, England
Commentators: Nigel McGuinness, Andy Shepherd

Things changed a bit last week as Moustache Mountain won the
Tag Team Titles from Pretty Deadly. That means we can focus on
something  else  this  week,  so  thankfully  we  do  have  a  #1
contenders match to the Heritage Cup between Nathan Frazer and
A-Kid. That alone sounds awesome so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.
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Opening sequence.

Joe Coffey vs. Charlie Dempsey

The bigger Coffey pushes him up against the corner and seems
to be a bit more aggressive here. Dempsey kicks his way out of
a wristlock but can’t quite tie up the arm and leg at the same
time. Back up and Coffey rolls through a hiptoss into an
armbar as he seems to be a step ahead so far. Coffey ties up
the legs and even stomps on them, only to punch the turnbuckle
by mistake.

Dempsey goes right after the arm, even tying it up so he can
slug  Coffey  in  the  face.  A  backslide  attempt  doesn’t  get
Coffey anywhere so Dempsey rips at the face to keep him in
trouble. Dempsey grabs a suplex for two and puts on something
like an abdominal stretch on the mat. Coffey fights up and is
quickly put into a guillotine but powers out again. They hit
heads and go down for a double breather, followed by the
slugout.

That’s as illogical as it seems for Dempsey as Coffey hammers
away  and  scores  with  the  discus  lariat.  Coffey  manages  a
springboard spinning crossbody but the bad arm is banged up.
Cue the rest of Die Familia, which draws out Gallus for the
big brawl. Dempsey uses the distraction to send the bad arm
into the steps, setting up the dragon sleeper to knock Coffey
out for the win at 12:29.

Rating:  B-.  Dempsey  really  does  feel  like  someone  that
different  around  here,  even  if  he  is  about  as  physically
uninteresting as you can get. That doesn’t seem to matter
though as he knows how to hurt people, which can always be
used around here. Odds are this is setting up a six man tag
and that could be a heck of a fight, whenever we get there.

We look back at Moustache Mountain winning the Tag Team Titles
last week.



Sid  Scala  announces  a  tournament  to  crown  the  new  #1
contenders  for  the  Tag  Team  Titles.

Video on Jordan Devlin, who knows that he is awesome and looks
great, but he wants to be more than just an ace. He wants to
be more than Ilja Dragunov, who needs the fans approval. All
Devlin needs is himself.

Here is Moustache Mountain to celebrate their win. Trent Seven
talks about how they needed that last week because they have
come up short a few times. He wasn’t sure what he was going to
do if they didn’t win….but it doesn’t matter because they have
the titles. Seven is going to fight as long and hard as it
takes to keep these titles, which sounds good to Bate.

The champs are rather pleased with their win, which Seven says
makes Bate a Grand Slam winner around here. I believe he means
Triple Crown winner but close enough. They thank everyone for
sticking with them through the rough times because this is
impossible without them. Nice moment here, as it was a big
win.

Ashton Smith and Oliver Carter want the Tag Team Titles.

Video on Blair Davenport, who is coming for Meiko Satomura’s
Women’s Title. The title match is in three weeks.

Danny Jones vs. Kenny Williams

Hold on though as Williams says he wants to beat up Mark
Andrews instead of Jones. That’s not enough to get Jones to to
back down though so let’s get this over with. Jones armbars
him to the ropes to start but Williams slips out of a slam and
goes for the knee. There’s a rake to the back and Williams
yells about Andrews. Jones manages a comeback by sending him
into the corner, setting up a kick to the face. Williams takes
the knee out again and stomps away though, setting up Bad
Luck. Another Bad Luck finishes Jones at 3:47.



Rating: C. This was just a step above a squash for Williams
and that is what he should be doing. I’m still not sure how
far he is going to go as the Cockroach but at least he got a
win here and looked pretty good doing so. Jones is another one
of those guys who can look good in defeat while giving someone
else a boost so at least he has a role.

Post match, Williams yells about Andrews some more.

Symbiosis  is  read  for  a  new  beginning  in  2022.  They’re
standing behind a cage during this for some reason.

During the break, Kenny Williams has attacked Mark Andrews,
injuring his arm in the process.

Nathan Frazer vs. A-Kid

Heritage Cup rules and the winner gets a shot at Noam Dar.
Round one begins with A-Kid taking him to the mat for a very
early headlock before running Frazer over for two. Frazer
can’t get very far with a hammerlock as A-Kid is right back up
with another headlock. A-Kid hits him in the face to take over
but can’t quite get the Fujiwara armbar. Frazer’s monkey flip
doesn’t get him out so A-Kid stays on the arm without much
avail to end the round in a standoff.

Round two begins with Frazer hitting a dropkick and grabbing
an armbar of his own. Frazer flips out of a headscissors as
they are still at a fast pace. We hit the pinfall reversal
sequence with Frazer getting a cradle for the pin and the
first fall at 1:48 of the round and 5:22 overall.

Round three begins with A-Kid missing some kicks to the face,
allowing Frazer to kick him in the face instead. A-Kid’s cross
armbreaker sends Frazer bailing to the ropes and he’s back
with a belly to belly. There’s a moonsault into the reverse
DDT to plant A-Kid and they slug it out until A-Kid hits a
heck of a running knee for two. The Fujiwara armbar goes on
but time runs out on A-Kid.



Round four begins with Frazer kicking him in the ribs and
hitting a Sling Blade. Frazer rolls into a Boston crab but A-
Kid rolls out for a break of his own. A-Kid is up with a dive
through the ropes to counter a springboard moonsault into a
German suplex (cool) and Frazer is rocked. Back in and a leg
lariat finishes Frazer at about 1:50 of the round and 11:14
overall.

Round five begins with A-Kid hitting a fisherman’s suplex for
two but he nips up into a heck of a superkick to give Frazer
two. They go up top with Frazer hitting a dropkick on the top
and hitting a super flipping fall away slam for two more. A-
Kid is right back up with a shot to the arm though, setting up
the Rings of Saturn with the legs for the win at 2:31 of the
round and 14:19 overall.

Rating: B. These are two of the young, talented guys around
here and it is nice to see them getting to showcase themselves
well. A-Kid getting the chance to get his title back is a good
thing, but I’m not sure if I would have gone with him here.
Frazer is a fresh challenge for the title and it could have
been interesting to see what he could have done in the title
match.

Respect is shown to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. This was a heck of a show with two good
matches and a not bad one in the middle. They seem to be
setting up some big stuff in the future and that’s how these
shows are supposed to feel. I’m not sure what that future is
going to be if the pandemic keeps hitting everywhere, but it’s
nice to enjoy it while it lasts.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Monday Night Raw – July 16,
2007 (2021 Redo): It Defies
The  Very  Nature  Of  The
Monarchy
Monday Night Raw
Date: July 16, 2007
Location: American Bank Center, Corpus Christi, Texas
Attendance: 7,000
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

It’s the go home show for the Great American Bash and that
means we need to finalize some of the card. The show’s main
event is set as Bobby Lashley will challenge John Cena for the
Raw World Title, but there are still a few things that can be
added. Maybe we can even get an interesting card together.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

We open with HHH’s King of Kings theme, but it’s King Booker
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and Queen Sharmell coming out instead. Booker thinks you might
have been expecting someone else, but suggesting that HHH is
the King of Kings is blasphemy. There is one King on Raw and
it is NOT HHH. Therefore, as of right now, HHH is stripped of
the name king, leaving Booker alone as the King. Well save for
one person, which sends Booker over to Jerry Lawler.

Booker has respected him for many, many (of) years but now he
wants Lawler to drop the King name. Lawler says he’s been a
fan of Booker for many years, but he has been the King for
thirty years and thinks they can co-exist. That’s not cool
with Booker because it DEFIES THE VERY NATURE OF MONARCHY!
Booker wants Lawler to kiss his ring, but that is a flat out
no. You don’t tell Booker no so he ORDERS Lawler to do it
instead. Still a no, so Booker is ready to fight, only to get
punched down. Referees break it up and I think we have a match
for later. Lawler looked fired up here and the fans seemed
into it.

Ric Flair picks John Cena over Bobby Lashley. This goes on a
bit longer than it needs to.

Jeff Hardy vs. William Regal vs. Shelton Benjamin vs. Santino
Marella

Elimination  rules  and  the  winner  gets  an  Intercontinental
Title shot against Umaga at Great American Bash. Hardy and
Benjamin go to the floor to start, leaving Santino to cross
armbreaker Regal to the ropes. The other two get back in with
Shelton suplexing Santino for two, allowing Regal to knee
Santino in the head for the fast pin. Benjamin goes after
Regal but has to catch Hardy in an electric chair.

We take a break and come back with Hardy taking a double
suplex for a double two. Benjamin and Regal get into a fight
because they’re kind of schnooks, including Regal suplexing
him down. The villains ram heads, leaving Jeff to unload on
Regal in the corner. The slingshot dropkick misses though and



Regal gets to hammer away again.

A missed charge goes badly though as Hardy grabs the Twist of
Fate to get us down to two. Benjamin is right back up with the
Blockbuster for two of his own but Hardy sends him outside for
the slingshot dive. Back in and the Swanton misses but Hardy
kicks  out  anyway.  Benjamin  grabs  a  piledriver,  which  is
reversed into a quick rollup to give Hardy the pin (that was
kind of sudden so I wonder if something was changed on the fly
there).

Rating: C. The ending was a bit odd but moving Hardy into this
spot is a good idea. He and Marella were the only realistic
options  and  I  don’t  think  anyone  is  overly  interested  in
another Marella vs. Umaga match. Hardy is the kind of guy you
can get behind in a hurry and that should work out fine for
Sunday.

Edge picks John Cena.

Randy Orton is ready to destroy Cody Rhodes. Look at what he
did to Shawn Michaels and imagine what he can do to Cody. Then
imagine what he’s going to do to Dusty Rhodes on Sunday. Orton
wants Dusty there ringside so he can get a preview.

Maria  tries  to  console  Santino  Marella,  who  talks  about
watching  Transformers  yesterday.  He  feels  like  he  doesn’t
belong here….but spending the night with her could help him.
Maria seems game, mainly due to the offer of pancakes the next
morning.

Batista picks Bobby Lashley.

Snitsky likes to hurt people.

Snitsky vs. Val Venis

Snitsky  powers  him  down  to  start  with  the  shoulders  and
clotheslines. The pumphandle slam is good for the fast pin on
Venis.



Post match, Snitsky hits another pumphandle slam for good
measure.

Cody Rhodes talks about how proud he is of his dad and knows
he could never be a bigger star than Dusty. There is no RKO
that can slow down and he’s ready for Orton.

Here is Jerry Lawler in the ring to explain the Texas Bullrope
match. Lawler goes over the rules, including the things he has
seen Dusty Rhodes do to people in this match before. Cue Randy
Orton to cut him off though….and doesn’t actually do anything.
This is something Lawler should do more often, as he can
explain things well and is someone fans will listen to.

Video on Randy Orton ending some careers.

Cody Rhodes vs. Randy Orton

This  is  Cody’s  in-ring  debut  and  Dusty  Rhodes  is  in  his
corner. Cody jumps over him in the corner to start but gets
blasted by a clothesline for his efforts. Orton takes too much
time yelling at Dusty so Cody can start the comeback, only to
miss a crossbody. There’s the powerslam into a knee drop as
Orton is getting into a more serious mode. A snap suplex sets
up  the  chinlock  before  Orton  can  hammer  away  again.  Cody
manages a shot to the face though and a missile dropkick gets
two (with a big reaction from the crowd). The backbreaker cuts
Cody off though and it’s the RKO for the fast pin.

Rating: C-. It wasn’t much more than a squash, but that’s all
it should have been. Cody is in his first match on Raw so what
would you expect him to be able to do to someone like Orton
here? Orton wasn’t even all that evil here but he never felt
like he was in any serious danger. This went as it should have
and it could have been a lot worse, as Cody does seem to have
been well trained.

Post match, Dusty comes in to check on Cody but glares at
Orton for teasing the Punt.



Steve Austin picks John Cena.

Melina vs. Mickie James

Beth Phoenix and Candice Michelle are here too. Melina glares
at Candice so Mickie rolls her up for a fast two. Back up and
Mickie  sends  her  face  first  into  the  corner  but  a  Beth
distraction lets Melina score with a kick to the ribs. A neck
crank keeps Mickie in trouble but she fights up and grabs a
neckbreaker for two. Mickie’s hurricanrana out of the corner
has Melina rocked but Beth grabs Mickie’s leg. That’s enough
for Melina to hit the standing legdrops for the fast pin.

Rating: C. This was a fine way to build Melina back up to the
next title match as now Candice might have to worry about Beth
as well. Mickie is bulletproof in this division so having
Melina beat her while cheating is hardly a horrible situation.
Not exactly a must see match, but it got things ready for the
Great American Bash.

Smackdown Rebound.

William Regal comes up to Jim Duggan (what a pair), who gives
us some fast catchphrases. Coach has sent Regal to get the 2×4
because he wants it bronzed. Duggan says no one puts his hands
on  his  hardware,  sending  them  into  a  series  of  innuendos
(being down on knees and wood in hand are mentioned). Ron
Simmons  comes  in  for  the  catchphrase  and  Regal  does  his
disgusted face.

Mick Foley picks Bobby Lashley.

Carlito vs. Sandman

Sandman goes technical to start with a wristlock and manages
to take Carlito down. Back up and Carlito slugs away, even
busting Sandman open a bit. The neck crank goes on but Sandman
fights up without much trouble. Cue William Regal (who Sandman
took out last week) to jump Sandman for the DQ.



Post match Jim Duggan makes the save to actually pay off the
earlier segment. I wouldn’t have bet on that one.

JBL picks John Cena.

Mr. Kennedy vs. Super Crazy

Fallout from Crazy stealing a pin on Kennedy a few weeks ago
in the Beat The Clock Challenge. Kennedy shoves him into the
corner to start but Crazy comes out with a spinwheel kick.
Crazy hammers away in the corner until a forearm cuts that off
in a hurry. They slug it out again until Kennedy goes to the
eyes for a breather. The abdominal stretch goes on but Crazy
escapes and slugs away again, including a running clothesline.
Back to back moonsaults look to set up a third, only to have
Kennedy crotch him on top. A reverse superplex finishes Crazy
off.

Rating: C. Another short and to the point match here to blow
off the mini feud. Crazy got a nice rub out of the whole thing
but ultimately there is only so far for him to go. Kennedy is
likely on his way back to the main event scene so there was no
reason to not give him this win. I’m not sure what is next for
him, but a win over Crazy at least gives him some momentum.

Great American Bash rundown.

Here is Coach to emcee the Bobby Lashley vs. John Cena face
off. Coach lists off the people Cena has beaten and asks why
Cena believes he can survive. Yes, Cena, with some fake tears,
feels that his title reign could end because Lashley speared
him a few weeks ago. And even worse: he never learned to read!
We get the Billy Madison “I award you no points” line before
Cena gets serious with Lashley.

Cena has fought the best and won and lost, but Lashley will
get his best. Lashley isn’t into talking and turns over his
podium but Coach cuts them off. That’s too much for Lashley,
who goes after Coach, only to have Cena tell him to focus on



what  matters.  They  do  the  big  showdown  but  referees  get
Lashley to the back. Cena promises to test Lashley on Sunday
so here is Lashley again, meaning the brawl is on to end the
show. This was a pretty by the book segment but it worked,
partially due to Cena’s energy.

Overall Rating: C+. There wasn’t much in the way of wrestling
here but they made me want to see more than one match at the
pay per view. Cena vs. Lashley went from big to epic in a
hurry so points for doing what they do well. I’m looking
forward to the pay per view and that’s a lot more important
than having a good match on Raw.

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Daily News Update – December
18, 2021
Make sure you check out some recent reviews.

Smackdown – December 17, 2021
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Rampage – December 17, 2021

Another Popular WWE Star May Have Re-Signed On A Long Term
Deal.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/another-popular-wwe-star
-may-re-signed-long-term-deal/

VIDEO: WWE’s Funniest Moments Of 2021.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/video-wwes-funniest-mome
nts-2021/

WATCH: Big Twist In Roman Reigns vs. Brock Lesnar Involving
Paul Heyman.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/watch-big-twist-roman-re
igns-vs-brock-lesnar-paul-heyman/

New Grudge Match Set For WWE Day One.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/new-grudge-match-set-wwe
-day-one/

AEW Announces Two New Tournaments To Honor Owen Hart.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/aew-announces-two-new-to
urnaments-honor-legend/

Here’s What’s Next For The AEW World Title (And It Sounds
Great).

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/heres-whats-next-aew-wor
ld-title-sounds-great/

WWE Had Some Different Plans For An Upcoming In-Ring Return.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-different-plans-upco
ming-ring-return/
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AEW’s Darby Allin Gets SHUT DOWN By NXT Star In Bizarre
Twitter Spat.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/aews-darby-allin-gets-sh
ut-nxt-star-bizarre-twitter-spat/

Rampage – December 17, 2021:
The People Power Show
Rampage
Date: December 17, 2021
Location: Curtis Culwell Center, Garland, Texas
Commentators: Excalibur, Ricky Starks, Taz

It’s a very stacked show, as we have three matches with a
total of twenty people involved. This week features an eight
man tag, a ten man tag and a submission match, which is quite
the use of an hour. This show can go in more than a few ways
and hopefully they go in a good one this week. Let’s get to
it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Best Friends/Rocky Romero vs. Superkliq/Bobby Fish

Chuck hits a quick standing Sliced Bread for two on Matt to
start before it’s quickly off to Fish vs. Romero. Fish gets
taken into the corner and Cassidy gets to come in for his slow
clotheslines. Cole comes in for the Cassidy showdown but hands
it off to Nick without getting physical. Cassidy walks the
ropes but stops to put his hand in his pocket and jumps down
without doing anything.
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Nick gets armdragged and hiptossed despite Cassidy’s hands
being in his pockets, meaning it’s time for the frustrated
Cole to come in and beat on him. The triple superkicks drop
Cassidy and we take an early break. Back with Nick hitting a
splash on Cassidy, setting up the Superkliq triple kiss…which
is broken up by Taylor and Romero. Instead, Cassidy kisses
Cole and then rolls him up for two. Cassidy gets over for the
tag to Trent and house is cleaned in a hurry.

An apron splash hits Cole and double jumping knees from Trent
and Romero hit stereo jumping knees to Nick. Trent’s sliding
knee  gets  two  but  everything  breaks  down.  Cole  hits  the
brainbuster onto the knee to Trent, setting up Fish’s top rope
headbutt for two. The super Falcon Arrow connects for the
same,  with  Cassidy  having  to  make  the  save  this  time.
Everything breaks down again and it’s a series of strikes to a
bunch  of  people’s  heads.  Trent  finally  catches  Fish  with
Strong Zero for the pin at 17:23.

Rating: B. There was a lot going on here but they did a nice
job of making it feel action packed. I was surprised that the
Best Friends and company won so well done on giving Trent a
bit of his heat back. Fish is good at being the guy who can
take a fall for the team, though Cole’s Christmas present for
the Bucks could turn that around a bit.

Here is the returning Dan Lambert and the Men of the Year.
Lambert rips on Tony Khan for wearing all kinds of hats,
including those outside of AEW, which resulted in him pushing
various people on the fans. He pushed the skateboard guy and
the guy with hands in his pockets before bringing in CM Punk
and Bryan Danielson. Khan is dangling a carrot with one hand
but stabbing the fans in the back with the other, because this
place is turning into late 90s WCW.

That brings him to Cody Rhodes, who has turned his backstage
power into a main event career and a reality show that no one
watches. Cue Cody, who gets in a microphone stealing match



with Lambert. With nothing said, the fight is on but Dustin
Rhodes runs in for the save. The Rhodes Brothers are beaten
down but Sammy Guevara makes the real save, including the
staredown with Cody.

Video on the final four in the TBS Title tournament.

Tay Conti vs. Penelope Ford

Submission match with Anna Jay and the Bunny at ringside too.
Conti charges into the ring to start in a hurry but Ford slips
out of a kneebar. They head outside where Ford chops the post
by mistake to put her in even more trouble. Back in and Ford
is fine enough to grab a bow and arrow stretch, which is
flipped over in a hurry. Conti wrenches the arm back but
Bunny’s distraction is good for a save.

Ford gets back up and manages to flip over into a backpack
dragon sleeper (that’s a new one). With that not working, Ford
grabs some kind of standing crossface, only to have Conti knee
her way to freedom. A handspring cutter sets up another choke
but Ford can’t hit a Rey Mysterio sitout bulldog. Instead
Conti pulls her down into something like a choke with her leg
behind Ford’s neck for the tap at 5:22.

Rating: C. This was a weird choice when they announced it and
it was a weird match in execution. You don’t often see a five
minute submission match, especially when one is such a bigger
star than the other. It certainly wasn’t bad, but it felt like
a stipulation that was tacked on for the sake of giving the
feud a reason to continue.

Post match, Bunny lays Conti out with the knuckles to continue
the feud.

The Owen Hart Tournaments (men’s and women’s) are coming next
May, with the finals taking place at Double Or Nothing.

Daniel  Garcia/2.0/Acclaimed  yell  at  Eddie  Kingston/Lucha



Bros/Santana/Ortiz, but Eddie doesn’t have time for this and
tells Mark Henry to do his catchphrase.

Daniel  Garcia/2.0/Acclaimed  vs.  Eddie
Kingston/Santana/Ortiz/Lucha  Bros

The brawl starts in the aisle, because this company doesn’t
like to waste time. It’s a big fight outside until Penta and
Caster get inside to officially start. They chop it out with
Penta getting the better of things (the chest protector might
have helped) and bringing in Fenix. Stereo kicks to the head
rock  Caster  and  the  wheelbarrow  splash  gives  Fenix  two.
Santana comes in for some chops of his own and we take a
break.

Back with Santana rolling over for the hot tag to Penta for
the house cleaning. Fenix gets to walk the top rope for the
kick to Caster’s face and a springboard spinning kick to the
face rocks Garcia. Everything breaks down and the Bros hit the
running  flip  dives  to  the  floor.  Back  in  and  Santana
piledrives Bowens but gets dropped by Caster. Kingston loads
up the spinning backfist but Garcia ducks into a rollup and
grabs Kingston’s pants for the pin at 8:42.

Rating:  B-.  The  ending  was  quite  the  surprise  and
unfortunately it means that Garcia will have to be destroyed
in the near future. This was more of a brawl than the other
big tag match, but running two of them in the span of an hour
didn’t do this one any favors. The ending surprised me a lot,
though as long as Kingston gets to massacre Garcia once and
for all, it will work out fine.

Post match the beatdown is on, with Bowens wrapping a chain
around his boom box. Cue Christian Cage and Jurassic Express
for the save, but we get the showdown with the Lucha Bros over
the titles.

Overall Rating: B-. It was an action packed night, though
again they have a problem with putting too many people on the



show. It’s a bit much to have nearly thirty people on a weekly
TV show in the span of an hour and nothing really stood out as
a result. AEW has a very big and talented roster, but they
need to get that they don’t have to use so many people every
week. The idea of less is more would be a good one for them to
learn, as this show needed something to let it slow down and
breathe a bit. What we got was good, but spread it out a bit
more.

Results
Best Friends/Rocky Romero b. Superkliq/Bobby Fish – Strong
Zero to Fish
Tay Conti b. Penelope Ford – Choke
Daniel  Garcia/2.0/Acclaimed  b.  Eddie
Kingston/Santana/Ortiz/Lucha  Bros  –  Rollup  with  tights  to
Kingston, Dan Lambert, Men of the Year, Sammy Guevara, Cody
Rhodes, Dustin Rhodes

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:
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Smackdown  –  December  17,
2021: They Made A Move
Smackdown
Date: December 17, 2021
Location: Allstate Arena, Rosemont, Illinois
Commentators: Michael Cole, Pat McAfee

We’re rapidly approaching Day One and the big main event of
Brock Lesnar vs. Roman Reigns is all set. That should open a
few interesting doors this week, but there are some other
matches that need some work of their own. Hopefully the build
keeps working so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a long recap of last week, with Paul Heyman not
liking the friendlier Brock Lesnar and seemingly snapping him
back  into  Beast  Mode.  Roman  Reigns  might  not  be  pleased
though.

Toni Storm/Sasha Banks vs. Shotzi/Charlotte

Fallout from Storm becoming #1 contender to Charlotte last
week when Charlotte kicked her face in. Storm takes Shotzi
down with a headlock to start and then kicks her in the chest.
Banks, in Spider-Man gear, comes in for the showdown with
Charlotte, who gets taken down with a running hurricanrana.
It’s back to Storm, allowing Charlotte to kick Banks in the
face. Shotzi knocks Storm outside as well and we take a break.

Back  with  Banks  blocking  Shotzi’s  kick  to  the  ribs  but
Charlotte gets in a cheap shot to take over. A backbreaker
gets two on Banks and it’s Shotzi tagging herself back in. The
running crotch attack on the ropes misses though and it’s back
to Storm to atomic drop Shotzi. Everything breaks down and
it’s Charlotte knocking Storm and Banks out to the floor.
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We  take  another  break  and  come  back  with  Storm  kicking
Charlotte away and bringing Banks back in to clean house.
Banks hits a spinning crossbody for two on Charlotte, followed
by a rollup for the same. The Rey Mysterio sitout bulldog
plants  Charlotte  and  Storm  comes  in  off  a  blind  tag.  A
Downward Spiral is broken up and Charlotte sends her face
first into the buckle in the corner. Charlotte loads up the
moonsault but only hits knees, allowing Storm to cradle her
for the pin at 18:57.

Rating: B-. This was your long form wrestling match and that’s
something a show can use. The problem here is that it’s hard
to buy into Storm as a threat to Charlotte after how the feud
has gone so far. Yes Storm got a pin here, but is there any
reason to believe she’s a threat to Charlotte? Storm has been
treated as beneath Charlotte throughout the feud and that is
likely to be the case in the title match too.

King Woods is on his throne while a variety of wrestlers sing
his praises. The Usos come in to mock New Day but they promise
to take the Tag Team Titles. Threats are exchanged.

Natalya isn’t worried about Naomi or Xia Li. Yeah Xia Li is a
protector but she is going to need some protection.

Raw Rebound.

Viking Raiders vs. Jinder Mahal/SShanky

Of note: the Raiders had their entrance, then we had a break,
then we had Natalya’s promo and the Raw Rebound, then we had
another break. How is that the best option? Anyway, we’re
joined in progress with Mahal kneeing Erik in the face and
bringing in Shanky to hammer away in the corner.

A big chop staggers Erik and it’s back to Mahal to stomp him
down again. Erik fights out of a chinlock though and rolls
over for the tag to Ivar to take over. Mahal gets knocked down
and it’s back to Erik, who slams Ivar onto him for two.



Everything breaks down and Ivar is driven into Shanky in the
corner. Mahal is taken down and Ivar hits a top rope splash
for the pin on Shanky at 4:58.

Rating: C-. I approve of the Vikings getting a win, but I
don’t have much of a reason to believe they’re going to become
a thing going forward. They have won before and gone nowhere,
though they could be an interesting st of challengers for the
Usos. I doubt we get there, but there is something nice about
seeing Mahal and Shanky get beaten up.

We look back at Drew McIntyre driving his sword into Adam
Pearce’s  desk,  which  was  then  stolen  by  Happy  Corbin  and
Madcap Moss.

Paul Heyman is waiting in the parking lot when a big SUV comes
in. It’s Brock Lesnar though, who has Heyman rather nervous.
Maybe Heyman was expecting Roman Reigns?

It’s  time  for  Happy  Talk,  with  Happy  Corbin  being  rather
pleased about the desk (still including sword). Moss hangs his
hat on the sword and has some jokes about how McIntyre doesn’t
have his sword anymore. The fans chant for CM PUNK but Corbin
has a better idea: Moss can pull the sword out and keep it.

There  are  three  problems  though:  Moss  can’t  pull  it  out,
Corbin can’t pull it out, and the two of them can’t pull it
out. Instead here is Drew McIntyre himself to cut things off
(not a moment too soon) and ask if the two of them are having
some  performance  issues.  The  fight  is  on  with  McIntyre
clearing the ring and pulling the sword out with no problem.
This segment was terrible and I usually love Moss’ terrible
jokes.

Sami Zayn comes in to see Adam Pearce and Sonya Deville. He
loves the idea of giving around the holiday season, but goes
into a rant about everything he has had taken from him. The
bosses have an idea though: Sami can be in a 12 man gauntlet
match next week and the winner gets an Intercontinental Title



shot. Zayn doesn’t seem thrilled.

Cesaro vs. Ridge Holland

Sheamus is here with Holland, who hits Cesaro in the ribs with
his club before the bell. We take a break and come back with
Cesaro’s ribs taped up, so Holland drives him ribs first into
the corner. A backbreaker makes it even worse and we hit the
abdominal stretch to stay on the ribs. Cesaro fights out and
hits a belly to back, setting up a clothesline to the floor.
Cesaro throws him back in but Sheamus offers a distraction,
allowing Holland to hit Northern Grit for the pin at 2:59.

Drew McIntyre is hunting for Madcap Moss and Happy Corbin.

Here is Naomi for a chat. Naomi reads off her Christmas list:
face Sonya Deville one on one at Day One. Actually Naomi wants
to face Sonya right now, so cue Deville to say she isn’t
fighting while she is wearing the suit. Instead, she has an
opponent for Naomi right now: Shayna Baszler. That’s cool with
Naomi, but she wants Sonya in the ring now instead. Sonya gets
in but here is Baszler to take out Naomi’s leg. Ring the bell.

Naomi vs. Shayna Baszler

Sonya goes for a leglock but gets cradled for the pin at 29
seconds.

Happy Corbin and Madcap Moss are hiding, but get interviewed
anyway.  They  don’t  like  the  lights  being  turned  on,  but
they’ll be laughing all the way to new year’s, when McIntyre
faces Moss. That doesn’t seem to be cool with Moss, though he
smiles anyway.

Usos vs. New Day

Non-title, because the title match is at Day One. Kofi grabs
the SOS for an early two on Jey but it’s off to Jimmy to
unload in the corner. The chinlock goes on as McAfee gives
Hulk Hogan a shoutout. Kofi fights up and hits a superkick but



Jey breaks up the tag attempt. We take a break and come back
with Woods coming in off the hot tag for the clothesline
comeback.

There’s a big dive to the floor to take Jey down, setting up a
guillotine  legdrop  on  Jimmy.  Jey  sends  Woods  into  the
barricade though, leaving Kofi to get superkicked for two.
Back in and Woods breaks up Jey’s Superfly Splash, allowing
Kofi to hit Trouble in Paradise for the pin on Jimmy at 8:30.

Rating: C+. Naturally an Usos vs. New Day match was good, but
are you really surprised by the dumb logic here? To make the
match interesting, we see the match in advance? Usos vs. New
Day is one of those rivalries that will never end and this was
just another chapter, but egads this kind of thing makes my
head hurt. Just do ANYTHING else but this kind of double match
deal.

Roman Reigns arrives and wants to go to his arena.

Here is Roman Reigns, with Paul Heyman still holding the belt
and  the  loser  Usos  here  too.  After  the  required
acknowledgment,  Reigns  says  he  doesn’t  like  it  when  his
cousins lose. They can get through anything though because
they’re blood. Heyman isn’t blood though, and he should know
that  Reigns  can’t  have  people  disrespecting  him.  If  they
disrespect him, they disrespect Reigns’ family.

Can he trust the wise man? Heyman seemed a little shady last
week, so Reigns needs to know: did Heyman know Lesnar was
going to be at Summerslam? Or at Madison Square Garden? Or
that Lesnar’s suspension was going to be lifted? Reigns gets
to  the  point:  is  Heyman  a  special  counsel  or  is  he  an
advocate? Heyman can’t answer, but Reigns wants Heyman to
acknowledge him with the truth. Why is he protecting Lesnar?

Heyman says he isn’t protecting Lesnar from Reigns, but rather
protecting Reigns from Lesnar. That’s not good with Reigns,
but he hugs Heyman and says he loves him. Reigns thanks him



for forty years of service (Heyman: “I love you my tribal
chief.”)….and then fires him. The Superman Punch lays Heyman
out and the Conchairto is loaded up.

Cue  Lesnar,  who  takes  out  the  Usos  without  much  trouble
(including shrugging off a superkick). Lesnar charges in and,
despite Reigns hitting him with a chair over and over, lays
Reigns out with a pair of F5’s to end the show. So there’s
your big twist in the story and it is something that needed to
happen after so many months of will Heyman/won’t Heyman.

Overall Rating: C. There was some pretty good wrestling here,
but the big angle at the end is what matters the most. They
moved things forward in a huge way at the end and that is one
of the best things that they could have done. I’m curious
about where this goes, but we could be in for some interesting
twists. There were more than a few problems on this show
though, with that Moss/Corbin nonsense dragging it down just
enough to put the whole thing in the middle.

Results
Toni  Storm/Sasha  Banks  b.  Charlotte/Shotzi  –  Rollup  to
Charlotte
Viking Raiders b. Jinder Mahal/Shanky – Top rope splash to
Shanky
Ridge Holland b. Cesaro – Northern Grit
Naomi b. Shayna Baszler – Rollup
New Day b. Usos – Trouble in Paradise to Jimmy

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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