Bar Wrestling #28: The Sith
Lords Of Wrestling

Bar Wrestling #28: The Best City I've Ever Been To
Date: January 16, 2019

Location: Bootleg Theater, Los Angeles, California
Commentators: Louden Noxious, Kevin Condron

This is Joey Ryan’s now defunct promotion and a company I had
been wanting to look at for awhile. Then everything about Ryan
came out and the promotion went under, as did Ryan’s career. I
had already bought the show before everything happened so I
might as well watch it, though I would absolutely not
recommend giving Ryan any money in any form. Let’s get to it.

Note that I do not follow the promotion and have no idea about
characters, angles, storylines etc. so please bear with me.

No intro or anything as we open 1in the ring with
introductions.

Jungle Boy vs. Ray Rosas

Peter Avalon is here with Rosas. The acoustics aren’t great
here so the introduces are a bit difficult to understand. The
fans seem to call Rosas “sexy Jesus” though, in case you
needed an idea of what you are in for here. Commentary is much
better though so at least I won’t be totally lost. They hype
up Boy as a newcomer/prospect so this could be interesting.
They fight over a lockup to start and go back and forth across
the ring a few times, with the fans being rather pleased.
That's broken up so they go back to the lockup, which 1is
broken up as well.

The fans seem to like Boy as commentary thinks the fans are
into Boy because they’re swingers too. Boy grabs a running
hurricanrana into a springboard armdrag followed by another
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one as the luchaing is on. Back in and Rosas grabs a tilt-a-
whirl backbreaker to get a much needed breather. Commentary
sings Welcome To The Jungle as Boy is whipped hard into the
corner, which shouldn’t be that big of a surprise. A
backbreaker gives Rosas two and a slingshot splash to the back
gets the same.

Some loud chops in the corner have the fans even more into
Rosas, who adds one to the thigh for a bonus. Rosas stops for
a beer from the fans and then backdrops Boy to the apron. A
superkick cuts off Boy’s comeback attempt but he is right back
in with a slingshot spear. Boy grabs a pumphandle Codebreaker
for two, meaning it’'s time for the commentary to talk about
Boy’'s luscious hair. Rosas slams him out of the corner for a
lax two, allowing Boy to roll him up for the same.

Back up and Rosas grabs a Texas Cloverleaf, sending Boy
towards the rope but Rosas pulls him back in. A Styles Clash
gives Rosas two and everyone 1is stunned on the kickout.
There’s a low superkick into a fireman’s carry backbreaker for
a VERY close two. Rosas takes him up on the corner for a super
fireman’s carry, which is countered into a super poisonrana
into a low superkick to knock Rosas silly. The tiger driver
gives Boy two and they’re both down. Boy goes up but Rosas
runs the corner for a top rope superplex. A top rope elbow is
enough to finally finish Boy at 10:56.

Rating: B. This was almost all action and you could tell how
into the rest of the show the fans are as a result. Boy looks
like a star and Rosas looks like the guy who stopped him, but
you can almost guarantee that Boy’'s time is coming. It was a
lot of fun and that seems to be the theme of this place, so
there isn’t much to complain about here.

There are no transitions between the matches on here so this
keeps moving.

Heather Monroe vs. Taya Valkyrie




Taya would become known as Frankie Monet and is the Impact
Knockouts Champion here. She’s also crazy over and doesn’t
like Heather trying to pull something off of the handshake. A
forearm puts Taya down but she nips right back up, only to
have Monroe grabs a springboard wristdrag. Monroe grabs a
running hurricanrana for two as commentary calls her a modern
day Lelani Kai (your taste may vary).

Taya knocks her down and hits a double stomp to the back,
setting up a kick to the face for two. Monroe is ready for a
charge in the corner and gets in a shot of her own for a VERY
delayed near fall. A bunch of strikes in the corner have Taya
in more trouble, but Louden suggests the Contra Code for a
kickout. Taya kicks her down and, after a little shaking at
the crowd, gets two.

A legdrop between the legs gets two more on Monroe (who
complains about “my ***x**7 (T’11 let you figure out what she
said)). Taya’'s running knees in the corner get two but a
collision puts both of them down. Back up and they slug it out
until Taya’s Samoan drop gets two. Monroe'’s Canadian Destroyer
gets the same, with commentary talking about the town in Iowa
Monroe might be from.

Taya catches her on top and kicks away at the back, setting up
a Backstabber for two. The Road To Valhalla is blocked and
Monroe kicks her in the head for the next near fall. A
basement dropkicks rocks Taya again and Monroe’s Michinoku
Driver has Taya grabbing the rope for the save. Taya gets
knocked down into the splits but she sweeps the legs to set up
a curb stomp. The STF makes Monroe tap at 10:11.

Rating: C+. There were some moments where the chemistry was
off but they hit each other rather hard. The fans were
approving (for various reasons) and Taya has all kinds of
charisma. It was a good second match and Monroe held her own
against a much more well known name like Valkyrie.



Tyler Bateman vs. Luchasaurus

Not to be confused with Tyler Bate. Whoever he is, he isn’t
sure what to do with Luchasaurus to start but has to suplex
his way out of a chokeslam attempt. Luchasaurus takes him
outside but Bateman escapes another chokeslam attempt and
kicks him in the face. Back in and Luchasaurus kicks him in
the head, setting up another kick to the head. The knees to
the ribs into a spinning back chop drops Bateman as we hear
about Luchasaurus’ bronto burgers. More shots to the face put
Bateman down but he’s back up with a discus forearm to the
back of the head.

They trade knees to the face until Luchasaurus kicks him in
the head. The chokeslam into the standing moonsault gets two
on Bateman and they both need a breather (less than six
minutes in). A slow exchange of kicks to the face sets up a
spinwheel kick to give Luchasaurus two. The fans chant “F***
THAT GUY” at someone (perhaps in the crowd) and Luchasaurus
seems a bit confused. Bateman scores with a hard running
lariat, followed by a forearm to a downed Luchasaurus (Death
From Above) for the pin at 7:41.

Rating: D+. I really wasn’'t feeling this one and Luchasaurus
wrestled like any run of the mill guy here instead of a big
monster. Bateman is presented as a psycho but he came off as
more of a regular heel here. The action wasn’t great either,
with a bunch of strikes and double knockdowns and not much
else to go with it. This was a pretty bad miss and easily the
worst thing on the show so far.

Doomfly vs. Dagas y Diamantes

That would be Delilah Doom/Eli Everfly (a name I’'ve heard a
good bit about but haven’t seen more than once or twice) vs.
Daga/Tessa Blanchard, the latter of whom are VERY popular.
Daga shoves Everfly (who barely clears the top rope) down and
they run the ropes, setting up a rather fast paced exchange



with neither making much contact. The women come in (taking
their time to get there) and it’'s Doom with, as commentary
puts it, “some kind of takedown”.

A running hurricanrana takes Tessa down again and we get the
double Black Widows on Daga and Tessa. It's too early for a
double 619 though, sending commentary into a karaoke version
of I Believe I Can Fly. Back in and Doom gets dropped, leaving
Everfly to get double teamed down (and for commentary to make
more Double Dare jokes about Doomfly’'s weirdly matching purple
and green gear). Tessa dropkicks Daga’s knees out to crotch
him on the middle rope and a Codebreaker out of the corner
gets two.

It’s back to Daga for a running corner slap and the chinlock
goes on. That doesn’t last long as Everfly pops up with the
tornado DDT for a much needed breather. Doom comes in off the
hot tag and gets to clean house, including a running
headscissors to send Daga outside. Stereo 619s hit Tessa in
the ribs and a pretty bad looking sliding German suplex drops
her again. Everfly hits a big flipping dive onto Daga and the
fans seem to approve.

Back in and Tessa plants Doom with a cutter for two but a Blue
Thunder Bomb gives Doom the same. The guys come back in with
Daga hitting a slingshot dropkick, setting up some rapid fire
kicks to the face for two. Everfly grabs a wheelbarrow Stunner
and it's a missile dropkick into a crucifix bomb for the next
near fall as Tessa saves. Everfly’s top rope double stomp to
the back sets up a....hanging snapmare (ok then) for two on
Tessa. That was a weird move and didn’t exactly look good
either.

Doom catches Daga on top with a super (slow motion) victory
roll for two as Tessa makes another save. The women slug it
out until Daga adds a superkick. A Codebreaker into a
Backstabber gets two on Doom with Everfly making ANOTHER save.
Everfly grabs a Code Red on Daga and catches Tessa on top with



a kick to the head. Tessa kicks him away though and it'’s
Magnum to Everfly, setting up Daga’s double knees backbreaker
for the pin at 12:56.

Rating: B-. Some of the botches and misses held it back a bit
but this got some time and used it well, which is what I've
been waiting for since the opener. Tessa really can hang with
just about anyone and Daga was on here, despite being hit and
miss a lot of the time. Everfly is so small that it is hard to
get much out of him, though Doom was perfectly fine. Good,
action packed match here.

Brian Cage vs. PJ Black

This could be interesting. The much bigger Cage shoulders him
down to start so Black picks up the speed by cartwheeling
away. An exchange of dropkicks goes to Cage and we reset by
walking around for a bit. Black gets in a shot to the face and
heads up top, only to get pulled onto the turnbuckle to cut
that off in a hurry. The half crab goes on to keep Black in
trouble for...well about five seconds as he grabs the rope in a
hurry.

Black tries to go up again but gets pulled down into a Falcon
Arrow for two. We hit the chinlock for a bit but this time,
Black sends him into the corner for a running crossbody. A
high crossbody sets up a top rope chop to the head and Cage is
staggered for a change. Now a springboard moonsault press can
give Black two but Cage rips his chest off with a chop. The
sitout Alabama Slam gives Cage two and we hit that “GET YOUR
S*** IN” chant. Black slips out of an F5 (another thing Cage
needed to get in) but his superkick is flicked away.

What seemed to be a botched victory roll sets up a half crab
on Cage (snazzy recovery if that wasn’t the plan), who 1is in
the ropes in a hurry. Black gets creative with the AJ Styles
springboard moonsault into a reverse DDT, setting up a top
rope standing double stomp for two more.



Cage catches him on top but the super hurricanrana 1is
countered into a sunset flip to give Black two. That earns him
the big discus lariat though and they’re both down again. Back
up and Black easily wins a strike off, setting up the crucifix
bomb for two. Cage isn’t having this and hits am F5 into a
buckle bomb into a helicopter bomb for the pin at 10:07.

Rating: C+. Power vs. speed is the kind of formula that has
worked for the better part of ever in wrestling and they did
it again here. There wasn’t much of a story to the match
beyond that though as Cage just hit a string of big moves and
won in the end. Not exactly thrilling, but I don’t think they
were exactly shooting for anything great with this one.

RockNES Monsters/Eric Watts vs. So Cal Uncensored

That would be Johnny Yuma/Kevin Martenson and NOT THAT Eric
Watts. They have nearly 40 minutes for this so either there 1is
something after or this 1is going REAL 1long. Daniels and
Martenson start things off with a slam into a dropkick to put
Daniels into the corner. A tilt-a-whirl backbreaker plants
Martenson and it’s off to Kazarian for a jumping double stomp
to the back. Yuma (the Moon Man) comes in and gets slammed a
few times, setting up a springboard legdrop to rock him again.

We’'ll try Watts (who is very tall) as the fans are WAY behind
SCU here. Sky and Watts, former partners, get their big
showdown with Sky grabbing a rolling cradle for two. The
sunset flip is countered though and Watts powers him into the
corner. The chokeslam doesn’t work either and they tease a
right hand each for a standoff. A double Wakanda Forever pose
lets Watts miss a right hand but Kazarian tags himself in for
a spinwheel kick. Sky comes back in but gets distracted so
Watts can hit him in the face.

Watts can’t bring himself to try the chokeslam so he watches
Sky very slowly fall down instead. Martenson comes back in for
a backbreaker as the SCU chants are back up. We hit the



chinlock from “SCYuma” as we hear about his various outer
space wrestling exploits. A series of running shots in the
corner keep Sky in trouble but he manages a jumping
neckbreaker for the needed breather (and two, but that’s not
as important). The hot tag brings in Daniels for the comeback,
including an STO to Yuma.

There’s the Blue Thunder Bomb for two but Martenson breaks up
Angel’s Wings. Commentary dubs the RockNES Monsters “space
cops”, which would explain...well very little actually but it’s
a unique idea. Kazarian comes back in as well and rolls up
Martenson while grabbing a bridging northern lights suplex for
two on Yuma at the same time. Martenson is sent outside and
it’s a Backstabber to Yuma, setting up Kazarian'’s Unprettier.
That’s broken up by Watts, who gets double clotheslined
outside.

Sky busts out the big flip dive, which doesn’t seem to be the
best idea when the fans are that close. Back in and the
referee gets bumped, sending us into the parade of secondary
finishers. Another referee comes in but won’t count Watts’
chokebomb because he isn’t legal. That means a chokeslam to
the referee, sending commentary into a FRENZY over this
assault. Sky can’t hit a TKO on Watts, who kicks him in the
face instead. Watts grabs a chair but Joey Ryan comes in to
break it up, always the voice of law and order.

Ryan gets dropped but here is Hangman Page with the Buckshot
Lariat to drop Watts. Page and Ryan give Watts a double
YouPorn Plex (egads) and they shake hands, which is apparently
a big deal. The RockNES Monsters come back in to beat them
both down but here are Cody and Brandi Rhodes because this
match can't end. They jump Cody as well but he beats them up,
leaving Brandi to spear Yuma. Cody dives over the top to take
Martenson down but gets kicked in the face by Watts. Brandi
gets terrified in the corner but the Young Bucks come in for
the save (Did SCU fall into a hole?).



Somehow Watts doesn’t notice the Bucks’ full entrance, posing
and streamer throwing so it’s a surprise (How?) superkick
party. The Bucks stop to look at original referee Rick Knox so
Watts gets back up to jump all three of them (Commentary: “A
true Sith Lord if I've ever seen one.”). That earns him
another superkick but Cody and SCU are back in, with the Best
Meltzer Driver finishing Yuma at 23:57.

Rating: C+. This is one of those matches where you have to
throw out every bit of logic in the world and go along for the
ride. The big AEW invasion was much more for the live fans,
which is exactly the point of a show like this. The wrestling
itself was pretty good, though the last ten minutes or so were
a complete circus. In this case though, that’s how something
like this should have gone and it was a pretty fun match.

Post match Sky grabs the mic and says he would bring back SCU,
but he didn’t say the Elite was coming with him. And Joey Ryan
is here too. SCU has signed with a new company called All
Elite Wrestling and no, they never considered splitting up.
They are friends and brothers, almost 1like the Three
Musketeers. Fans: “YQU Fx*x***x ypt”

That’s a red line for some reason and Matt Jackson busts out a
3 Musketeers candy bar. The rest of SCU says don't do it
(Daniels: “THINK OF YOUR PHYSIQUE!”) but he takes a bite
anyway. Fans: “YOU SICK F***!” T'm going to assume that'’s a
Being The Elite deal and move on to Cody asking if the fans
had a good time tonight. Cody says having the wrestlers in
charge didn’t work for WCW but it’s going to work for AEW.
They are in charge of hiring people, meaning the JOEY chant
starts up. Cody: “You guys are going off script a bit.” Fans:
“SIGN THAT D***1”

They can’t anyway, because Lucha Underground has him locked up
until 2028. Instead, they’ll sign everyone in the building.
Nick says they might not be able to afford that, but the fans
disagree. Brandi tells Cody he has to fire everyone here, with



Daniels saying they now have a ninety day no cheering clause
(that was funny). Kazarian puts over southern California and
the trio holds up SCU signs (which they can’t quite spell
right at first). A lot of high fiving fans and a thank you
from Joey wraps up the night.

Overall Rating: B-. I had fun and that’s all you can ask for
from a show like this. The wrestling was mostly good and it
felt like a pretty nice indy event. The AEW invasion at the
end felt like a big moment as the company had only been
announced about two weeks earlier. Anything involving Ryan was
hard to watch before everything came out so the ending was
pretty much the only bad thing. Overall, at about an hour and
forty minutes total (with no entrances and jumping from match
to match), it’s an easy watch and they know how to give the
live fans a good time. Just don’t buy it so Ryan doesn’t get
any money.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Daily News Update - August
30, 2021

It’'s NWA Day....Somehow.

WWE RUMOR: Huge Heel Turn Coming Soon.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-rumor-huge-heel-turn
-coming-soon/

Update On WWE’'s Current Plans For Bianca Belair.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/update-wwes-current-plan
s-bianca-belair/

Historic Title Reigns Comes To An End This Weekend.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/historic-title-reigns-co
mes -end-weekend/

Long Retired WWE Star Planning In-Ring Return.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/long-retired-wwe-star-pl
anning-ring-return/

VIDEO: WWE Star Wants To Be An Actress.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/video-wwe-star-wants-act
ress/

VIDEO: Ric Flair Makes Emotional Appearance At NWA 73rd
Anniversary.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/video-ric-flair-makes-em
otional-appearance-nwa-73rd-anniversary/
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As always, please check out all of the videos if
you can, hit up the comments section and get on
the wrestling rRumors Facebook page.

HIDDEN GEM: Before She Was
Famous

I love little surprises like this one.

Starla Sexton vs. Malia Hosaka

Date: December 21 , 1998

Location: Universal Studios Florida, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Lee Marshall, Mike Tenay

This is from WCW Worldwide, which is about as low as it got on
the WCW ladder (though it ran uninterrupted from 1975 until
2001 and was the final WCW show to ever air). Sexton is better
known as Molly Holly and has barely been wrestling a year at
this point. Hosaka gets the ever present standard Japanese
music and apparently just had a kid a few months ago.

Sexton flips out of a top wristlock and slaps on a quickly
broken armbar. Hosaka chokes with the knee and then the boot
before stopping to kick at the leg. The legdrop between the
legs (ala Jeff Hardy) lets Hosaka choke even more but she
misses a crossbody. A gutwrench suplex gives Sexton one but
she gets caught in a reverse DDT. Back up and Sexton grabs a
quick victory roll for the fast pin at 4:36.

Rating: C. You could see the talent in both of them and my
eyebrows popped up at the surprise finish. I would not have
bet on Sexton pulling it off but it was so strange to see
women having a normal, even good at times, match in WCW. You
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don’t see that very often and it worked well here. Not a great
match, but compared to what women usually did in WCW, this was
a masterpiece.

Daily News Update - August
29, 2021

Make Sure To Get The NWA A Birthday Card.

Former WWE/Impact Wrestling Star Announces Surprise
Retirement.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/former-wwe-star-announce
s-surprise-retirement-2/

AEW RUMOR: Jim Ross To Begin Stepping Away From Full Time
Role, Ross Responds.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/aew-rumor-jim-ross-begin
-stepping-away-full-time-role/

VIDEO: WWE Announces Two Upcoming Title Matches.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/video-wwe-announces-two-
upcoming-title-matches/

WWE Making A Huge Change In How It Scouts Talent.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-making-huge-change-s
couts-talent/

Interesting Detail On Brock Lesnar’s WWE Return.
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https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/interesting-detail-brock
-lesnars-wwe-return/

Becky Lynch’s Heel Turn Has A Surprising Inspiration.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/becky-lynchs-heel-turn-s
urprising-inspiration/

As always, please check out all of the videos if
you can, hit up the comments section and get on
the wrestling Rumors Facebook page.

Smackdown — March 30, 2007:
They Didn’t Screw It Up

Smackdown

Date: March 30, 2007

Location: Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Attendance: 5,500

Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the final (of three) go home shows for Wrestlemania and I
wouldn’t bet on seeing much in the way of important action
here. That is perfectly fine in this case and they would be
insane to try anything too complicated. We’'re sure to get a
lot of talking about Wrestlemania though and that should work
out well. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is Edge for a match with Matt Hardy, but first he wants
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to talk about Money in the Bank. Edge knows what it means to
be in a match like this and what it can mean. He has cashed
the briefcase in before and has won more ladder matches than
everyone else in the match combined, so he’ll be winning
again.

Edge vs. Matt Hardy

Actually hang on as Edge isn’t wrestling tonight, but he has a
replacement.

Great Khali vs. Matt Hardy

Edge is at ringside as Matt hammers away to no avail to start.
Khali kicks him down in the corner and the chokeslam is loaded
up...but here is Kane. Well at least his pyro, so Khali goes up
the ramp and Kane appears on screen. Kane holds up the hook
and says two more days...and I guess the match just ends.

Teddy Long is making some dinner reservations when Krystal
comes in. He has made dinner reservations for them, plus some
dancing. Krystal shows off her ring gear and kisses him on the
cheek before leaving. Long is rather pleased.

Finlay vs. Mr. Kennedy

There is a ladder at ringside and Kennedy points out the
briefcase above the ring. They go with the hard lockup to
start and fall out to the floor with neither being able to get
an advantage. Back in and Finlay works on the hammerlock so
Kennedy elbows his way to freedom. Kennedy nails a running
boot in the corner for two but Finlay catches him trying to
take off the turnbuckle pad. It’s too early to send Kennedy
into the buckle though, as he reverses into a whip into said
buckle.

The Regal Roll gives Kennedy two so it’s time for a ladder,
which goes rather badly. Finlay goes shoulder first into the
post and Kennedy rolls him up for two. Since pulling out a



ladder didn’'t work, Kennedy goes with the big ladder already
set up at ringside. For some reason Kennedy throws it at
Finlay, who ducks and hits a clothesline. Cue Hornswoggle with
a two foot stepladder to Kenton Bomb Kennedy. Finlay grabs the
Celtic Cross for the pin.

Rating: C-. This was a bit of a messy match as they didn’t
exactly have chemistry. Heel vs. heel is always a bit weird
and I wasn’t exactly getting into it. The match certainly
wasn’t bad or anything, but I was more waiting on it to finish
up than getting into it, which is never a good sign.

We look at Vince McMahon pinning Bobby Lashley, albeit with
some help, on Raw.

Maryse welcomes us back from commercial. Her robe opening up
is just an accident of course.

MVP vs. Vito Batomango

Batomango’s Ethiopian Heavyweight Title isn’t on the line. You
might remember him from the earlier days of TNA as D-Ray 3000.
MVP stomps him down and hits the running big boot in the
corner. Some knees to the ribs set up some Chris Benoit style
rolling German suplexes. The Playmaker finishes for MVP in a
total squash. The gimmick is kind of funny actually.

Post match MVP says he has made 5 pay per view appearances. At
Wrestlemania, he is facing the man who is “4 real” and the
referee will count 3. In 2 days, there is 1 United States
Champion. That wasn’t bad.

We look at Batista and Undertaker erupting last week.

Randy Orton vs. Jeff Hardy

They fight over a lockup to start until Jeff grabs a
hammerlock. Orton fights up but gets caught in an armbar to
mix up the cranking a bit. A rollup gives Jeff two and a
sitout gordbuster drops Orton onto his head for the same. Jeff



tries to jump over him in the corner but gets blasted with a
clothesline to the floor. We take a break and come back with
Orton grinding away on a chinlock.

Hardy fights up but walks into the backbreaker for two. The
Garvin Stomp keeps Hardy in trouble and the dropkick sets up
the choking on the ropes. Another chinlock has Hardy in
trouble but he fights up again, this time with a Sling Blade.
The slingshot dropkick in the corner gets two but Orton rolls
away before the Swanton can launch. Cue Edge to go after Hardy
so Orton yells at him, allowing Hardy to hook a sunset flip
for the pin.

Rating: C+. This got some time and Hardy getting the pin on
Orton isn’t the biggest upset in the world. The good thing
here was keeping up Edge vs. Orton, which has potential to be
a heck of an upper midcard feud if that is the way they go.
It’s nice to have something other than building momentum for
the ladder match and it has helped a lot over the last few
weeks.

We look back at Undertaker and Batista fighting last week.
We look at Shawn Michaels superkicking John Cena on Raw.
Wrestlemania rundown.

Melina/Victoria/Jillian Hall/Michelle McCool/Krystal vs.
Ashley/Torrie Wilson/Candice Michelle/Maria/Mickie James

Mickie snapmares Victoria down into a basement dropkick to
start but a regular dropkick misses. Michelle comes in and
starts kicking away, followed by the same from Melina. Jillian
gets in the hair toss and a slam, meaning it’'s time to pose.
Victoria’s elbow misses though and it'’s off to Candice for a
slam of her own, plus the Go Daddy dance. Maria gets in the
Bronco Buster on Victoria and Torrie throws in a Stink Face.
It’s off to Ashley for the real work though and house 1is
cleaned in a hurry. Melina runs away from a fight and Ashley



reverses Jillian’s powerbomb into a hurricanrana for the pin.

Rating: D. I think you got the idea here and they weren’t
exactly being subtle about everything they were doing. The
match wasn’t any good because most of them aren’t really
wrestlers, but Ashley looked a bit more competent so maybe
there has been some coaching between her recent mess and this
one.

King Booker vs. CM Punk

Booker has Queen Sharmell with him and backs Punk into the
corner. Some right hands rock Punk but he snapmares Booker
into a basement dropkick to the back of the head. Back up and
Booker kicks him in the face, setting up the knees to the face
to make it even worse. A pull of the hair cuts Punk off again
and Booker elbows him in the face for two. The seated armbar
doesn’t last long as Punk is back up with even more kicks to
the head. An enziguri gets two but Booker takes him right back
down for another chinlock. That's too far for Punk, who pops
up into a bridging rollup for the pin.

Rating: C-. Pretty dull match here, but it isn’t a surprise
that they would want to keep things slow with two days to go
before Wrestlemania. Just going six and a half minutes was
surprising enough, but you can only get so far with a bunch of
chinlocks and armbars. It’s nice to see Punk get a bigger win
for once though.

We look at Shawn Michaels finally turning on John Cena on Raw.
Shawn Michaels is All Grown Up.

Video of the Wrestlemania press conference, where Donald Trump
slapped Vince McMahon.

JBL gets in the ring for the big interview between Batista and
Undertaker...but gets Steve Austin instead. Austin doesn’t
waste time and Stuns JBL, allowing beer to be consumed.



Post break, Teddy Long brings out Batista and Undertaker for
the real interview. Security keeps them apart, with Teddy
saying this is Smackdown and not Wrestlemania. Batista says he
doesn’t have as much respect for Undertaker, who has no
response. Teddy asks what it is going to take to beat
Undertaker. Batista: “48 hours.” The fight is on with security
getting taken out. The spinebuster plants Undertaker, who sits
up as Batista leaves. More staring and shouting ends the show.

Overall Rating: C+. They didn’t screw up, the ending was good,
and we even got a long match. This was a fine go home show and
that’s all it needed to be as they are on a roll heading into
Detroit. I want to see the show as they have set everything up
as well as possible. Good stuff here, which doesn’t surprise
me at all after what they have done over the last month and a
half or so.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

ECW On Sci Fi1 - March 27,
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2007: Happy Birthday Pop

ECW On Sci Fi

Date: March 27, 2007

Location: Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Attendance: 5,500

Commentators: Joey Styles, Tazz

It’s the go home show for Wrestlemania and this time, ECW
actually matters quite a bit in the show. This time we have
the ECW Originals vs. New Breed eight man tag, plus the ECW
Champion in what is really the show’s main event. I'm curious
to see how a go home show will go around here so let’s get to
it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

We open with a quick look at Vince McMahon pinning Bobby
Lashley on Raw, albeit via a lot of shenanigans.

Opening sequence.

Rob Van Dam vs. Elijah Burke

No seconds in a bit of a surprise. They go to the mat to start
with Rob trying a backslide, only to have Burke drop down onto
him for a creative counter. Rob simplifies things a bit by
kicking him in the face and putting him on top top the top
rope kick to the face. That means Rob van hit the big running
flip dive to take Burke down again as we go to a break.

Back with Rolling Thunder hitting raised knees and a pair of
suplexes giving Burke two. A Texas Cloverleaf of all things
puts Rob in more trouble so he grabs a rope for the break.
Burke grabs a chinlock with a knee in the back but Rob fights
up and hits the spinwheel kick for two. The Elijah Express
only hits buckle though and Rob nails the Five Star for the
pin.
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Rating: C+. This was another momentum building match towards
Wrestlemania and that is perfectly fine in this situation. You
need to keep Van Dam strong if you want the Originals to seem
like they have any chance of winning on Sunday so this was a
fine way to go. Burke continues to have some great charisma
and he seems like he should be a bigger star than he already
is.

Post match the New Breed runs in for the brawl but the ECW
Originals make the save.

Extreme Expose.

Edge comes in to see CM Punk and the Hardys before their eight
man tag tonight. They should work together to take out four
other people in Money in the Bank. Punk and the Hardys don’t
say no.

Snitsky vs. Balls Mahoney

Snitsky knocks him off the apron at the bell and sends Mahoney
into the post for a bonus. Back in and another big boot
finishes for Snitsky in a hurry.

We look at Vince McMahon (with some help) pinning Bobby
Lashley on Raw.

King Booker suggests an alliance with Finlay tonight but
Finlay isn’t interested.

We get a split screen sitdown interview with Vince McMahon and
Bobby Lashley. Vince is looking forward to Wrestlemania being
over because he beat Lashley last night. Sure Lashley has some
credentials, but it’s a good thing Vince didn’t take his
sweatshirt off last night. Vince follows the law of the jungle
and it is going to come out at Wrestlemania when Umaga
destroys Lashley for good. Then Donald Trump will be bald.
Lashley: “Listen you old b****** *» Vince will be bald at
Wrestlemania. Lashley talked for about five seconds here.



Mr. Kennedy/Randy Orton/King Booker/Finlay vs. Matt Hardy/Jeff

Hardy/Edge/CM Punk

Joined in progress with Matt hitting a Side Effect for two on
Kennedy as we start fast. The Hardys take over on Kennedy but
Jeff misses a charge, allowing Orton to come in and stomp
away. A quick Whisper in the Wind gives Jeff two and Matt
comes back in with the middle rope legdrop for two. Punk comes
in but has to chase off Kennedy, allowing Finlay to come in
and elbow him down.

It’s Booker coming in to hammer away with right hands and
Finlay grabs the chinlock. Orton’s clothesline gets two and
Booker grabs a front facelock. That’s broken up and Punk hits
the running knee into the corner, setting up the bulldog.
While that should be enough for the hot tag, Edge walks out
and leaves instead as everything breaks down. Booker nails a
quick ax kick to finish Punk.

Rating: C. This was as main event taggy as a main event tag
can be and anyone could have gotten the pin. Edge walking out
was completely expected of him and made all the sense in the
world. I like that this match has gotten some more attention
as of late, as it has a lot of people involved so many other
things have gotten more attention.

The winning team brawls post match until the Hardys come in
with a ladder (it is their nature) to clean house. Finlay is
busted next to the eye and the Hardys go up the big ladder and
grab the briefcase at the same time to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. There is something fun about a show where
they just stop focusing on the main stories and shift
everything over to the Wrestlemania build. It worked well here
and that’s all they needed to do. The show was still fine
enough and the main event gave us some nice build towards
Money in the Bank. Another show you don’t need to watch, but
it helped with the important stuff.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Daily News Update - August
28, 2021

Behold, It’s Saturday.

AEW Changed This Week’s Dynamite For A Very Good Reason.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/aew-changed-weeks-dynami
te-good-reason/

RUMOR: Here’s When Daniel Bryan Will Make AEW Debut.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/rumor-heres-daniel-bryan
-will-make-aew-debut/

AEW All OQut Adds Two New Title Matches.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/aew-adds-two-new-title-m
atches/

FOX Unhappy With WWE Over CM Punk’'s AEW Debut.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/fox-unhappy-wwe-cm-punks
-aew-debut/
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Former Champion Makes Surprise Return On SmackDown.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/former-champion-makes-su
rprise-return-smackdown-2/

AEW Makes Major Change To TV Taping Setup.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/aew-makes-major-change-t
v-taping-setup/

SmackDown Star Unveils An Entirely New Character.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/smackdown-star-unveils-e
ntirely-new-character/

Big Surprise Free Agent Move Coming For Former WWE Universal
Champion.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/big-surprise-free-aqgent-
move-coming-former-wwe-universal-champion/

As always, please check out all of the videos if
you can, hit up the comments section and get on
the wrestling Rumors Facebook page.

Rampage — August 27, 2021: 1
Think We’ve Found The Norm

Rampage
Date: August 27, 2021

Location: UW-Milwaukee Panther Arena, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Commentators: Mark Henry, Taz, Excalibur, Chris Jericho
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We’'re on to week #3 and they might have a bit of a hard time
beating out last week’s show. Rampage has become a lot of fun
in a hurry though as the hour run time 1is a great change of
pace over the full two hours of Dynamite. I'm not sure how a
taped show is going to work but I doubt it matters that much.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Tag Team Titles #1 Contenders Tournament Finals: Jurassic
Express vs. Lucha Bros

The winners get the Young Bucks, who come out to watch, at All
Out. Jungle and Fenix run the ropes to start until Fenix gets
onto the ropes for his nutty bouncing into an armdrag. Jungle
isn't sure what to do so it’s off to Luchasaurus vs. Penta.
After taking a long time to take the glove off, Penta tries a
charge at Luchasaurus and gets kicked in the head. Everyone
gets knocked down for a breather as NBA Finals MVP Giannis
Antetokounmpo is watching in the front row.

We take a break and come back with Luchasaurus and Penta
coming back in with the former getting to clean house. A
double clothesline drops the Bros and the standing moonsault
gets two on Penta. Fenix is back up and kicks Luchasaurus
down, setting up the frog splash (complete with Eddie dance).
Jungle comes back in with a clothesline into a poisonrana on
Fenix and it’s a tiger driver into the Snare Trap.

Penta breaks it up and hits a backbreaker for two on Jungle.
Penta is taken outside where Marko Stunt and Luchasaurus hold
him in place, only to have Fenix walk the ropes to
hurricanrana Jungle onto the pile. There’s the Canadian
Destroyer to drop Jungle onto the apron, followed by Fenix
hitting one of his own for one on Luchasaurus. The Bros hit
the series of superkick to Luchasaurus and the assisted
wheelbarrow splash gets two. The assisted Fear Factor finally
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finishes Luchasaurus at 12:15.

Rating: B-. Another nutty tag match with one crazy spot after
another, as has become the tradition around here. The Bros are
LONG overdue for another title program and I’'m wanting to see
what they can do with the Bucks in the cage. It is high time
for the Bucks to drop the titles and this should be a good
place to do just that.

Post match the Young Bucks come out for the staredown but the
Lucha Bros and Jurassic Express clear the ring.

We get a video on CM Punk’s debut, leading into a look at Punk
vs. Darby Allin at All Out.

Miro comes to the ring, though he comes out by kicking Fuego
del Sol down the ramp. T

hey get inside, with Miro demanding that Fuego show his face
to the Lord. The mask 1is ripped off, and here is Eddie
Kingston for the brawl with Miro. The brawl is on and referees
break it up, though Miro seems very pleased by the challenge.

Tay Conti vs. The Bunny

Bunny jumps her before the bell and hits a sliding forearm in
the corner for a slightly delayed two. Back up and Conti
unloads with some chops in the corner but Bunny knocks her
into the ropes. We hear about Conti’s martial arts background,
allowing Henry to say “it doesn’t matter if you know karate if
someone know ka-razy.” Conti is back up with a belly to back
swinging faceplant into a swinging Boss Man Slam. A knee to
the face connects and the Tay-KO rocks Bunny as Penelope Ford
comes out. The distraction lets Blade slip Bunny the brass
knuckles for the knockout pin at 4:33.

Rating: C. The action was moving out there and the ending
worked well as Conti seems to need an ally. Bunny and Ford
make sense as a team in the Casino Battle Royal, which is one
of those ideas that is suitable for villains in such a match.



Conti should be a dark horse favorite in the match and it
wouldn’t stun me to see her win the whole thing.

All Out rundown, now including Miro defending the TNT Title
against Eddie Kingston.

We get the weekly split screen interview between Christian
Cage/Frankie Kazarian vs. Kenny Omega/Brandon Cutler. Omega
can’t wait to drop Christian on his head with the One Winged
Angle and send the fans home happy. Christian knows he has
already hurt Omega and now he wants the big one at All Out.
Tonight, make sure you get in the ring because they don’t want
any of this Cutler stooge stuff.

Kenny Omega/Brandon Cutler vs. Christian Cage/Frankie Kazarian

Don Callis is here with Omega and Cutler. Kazarian throws
Cutler around with ease, which shouldn’t be the biggest
surprise. Omega comes in and chokes Kazarian in the corner but
misses a charge. A Russian legsweep drops Omega and it’'s back
to Cutler so Christian can choke away on the ropes. Kazarian
drops Cutler on the top rope for a kick to the face so Michael
Nakazawa gets in a laptop shot tot he back. This has a grand
total of no effect, allowing Omega to clothesline Kazarian
down.

Back in and Cutler misses a dancing elbow, setting up the hot
tag to Christian. Some chops have Cutler cringing in the
corner but Omega breaks up the right hands. Christian slips
out of the One Winged Angle and hammers on both of them at
once. The reverse DDT lays out both villains but Omega
crotches Christian against the post. Omega V Triggers Cutler
by mistake and walks out, leaving Cutler to get speared and
Killswitched for the pin at 8:27.

Rating: C+. This was mainly a storytelling match as there was
no way two stars like Cage and Kazarian were losing to Omega
and his lackey. They got the ending right too as Omega bailing
on Cutler fits him perfectly and leaves Cutler to take the



fall. It was a perfectly fine match and the did what they
needed to do to keep up the All Out build.

Overall Rating: C+. Much more down to earth show this week and
while Rampage is more or less the third hour of Dynamite, it
serves a nice purpose. I would much, much rather have it be a
show like this than a place to put the Gunn Club and the
Factory and the Wingmen. The show wasn’t must see, but for an
hour of television where two new All Out matches were set, it
worked out just fine.

Results

Lucha Bros b. Jurassic Express — Spike Fear Factor to
Luchasaurus

Bunny b. Tay Conti — Brass knuckles punch

Christian Cage/Frankie Kazarian b. Kenny Omega/Brandon Cutler
— Killswitch to Cutler

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.
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Smackdown — August 27, 2021:
Then Everything Else

Smackdown

Date: August 27, 2021

Location: Simmons Bank Arena, North Little Rock, Arkansas
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves, Kevin Owens

It’'s the fallout from Summerslam and in this case we have a
pair of huge returns to television with Becky Lynch and Brock
Lesnar coming back to Smackdown. I don’t think there is much
of a secret of where the two of them are going but I'm curious
to see where they are going in both cases. Let’s get to it.

Here is Summerslam if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Becky Lynch’s return, where she beat
Bianca Belair to win the Smackdown Women'’s Title in less than
thirty seconds.

Here is Becky Lynch, with a jacket that makes her look like a
matador, to say she is back on top. A year and a half ago, she
had to give up her Raw Women’'s Title in a hard moment. It was
giving up her identity but she has been working every day
since to get back here. Now we get to Summerslam, and the fans
don’t seem to like that. She knows there have been some people
unhappy with her, but she is sorry....FOR ABSOLUTELY NOTHING!
The fans like that and Becky talks about how she needs to be
prepared around here.

Cue Bianca Belair, who the fans seem to like as well. She
isn’t about to make excuses because that isn’t who she 1s, but
she isn’t cool with what happened at Summerslam. Belair issues
the challenge for tonight but here is Zelina Vega to
interrupt. She thinks it’s funny that Belair has fallen this
far down and thinks she should get the title shot. Now it’s
Carmella coming out to say she should face Lynch tonight. She
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didn’t have time to be prepared at Summerslam and didn’t even
have her nails done.

Cue Liv Morgan (to a rather strong reaction) to ask why
Carmella and Zelina should get title shots when they lose over
and over. Carmella laughs at her for sitting in catering all
the time but Belair isn’t having this. Belair: “All three of
y'all done lost your d*** minds.” She challenges Becky again
but gets a “nah, not tonight”. Lynch might be a heel, but no
one seems to care. The brawl is on between the other four and
I think you know where this is going.

Carmella vs. Zelina Vega vs. Bianca Belair vs. Liv Morgan

Joined in progress, elimination rules and the winner gets a
future shot at Lynch. Belair shoulders Carmella in the ribs
and then gorilla presses Vega, who doesn’t seem thrilled with
going up. Vega avoids Morgan’s charge in the corner and hits a
rolling kick to the face, only to get rolled up by Carmella
for two. Belair comes back in and KOD's Vega for the pin and
the elimination at 3:02. Since Carmella and Morgan are both
down on the floor, Belair has to throw Morgan back in,
allowing Carmella to get in a cheap shot. That allows Morgan
to hit Oblivion for the pin on Carmella at 3:57.

So we’'re down to Belair vs. Morgan and we take a break. Back
with Belair hitting the running shoulder in the corner but
Morgan drop toeholds her into the corner. A spinebuster gives
Belair two and she counters Oblivion into a delayed
suplex...which is countered into a Codebreaker for Morgan’s
two. The KOD is blocked so Belair drops her onto the
turnbuckle. Now the KOD can finish Morgan off at 11:56.

Rating: C+. This was two matches rolled into one as the
Carmella and Vega stuff was completely useless but it got a
lot better when we got to the one on one part. They needed
Morgan in there as beating Vega and Carmella means nothing for
Belair, who needed the rebound win after Summerslam. Now they



can build towards Extreme Rules and we should be in for a good
road there.

Paul Heyman is asked where he stands, which would of course be
behind, and just to the side of, Roman Reigns. Now he and
Reigns have some preparing to do...but Heyman is locked out of
Reigns’ dressing room.

We look back at Roman Reigns defeating John Cena but having to
face Brock Lesnar to end the show. Paul Heyman dropping to his
knees was great.

Heyman still can’t get into the locker room, and asks if Kayla
Braxton has ANYWHERE else to be right now. Kayla says no, but
the Usos open the locker room. Roman Reigns isn’'t here yet,
but they ask if he knew if Brock Lesnar was going to be at
Summerslam. Heyman looks nervous but says no. Why would he
tear down everything the team has built up? The Usos ask why
they were sent to the back before the bell, though Heyman
reminds them that it was Reigns’ decision. There is something
going on here and I want to see where it’s going.

Chad Gable vs. Cesaro

Otis is here with Gable, who has to avoid an early Swing
attempt. Gable takes him down and scores with the moonsault
for two. The cross armbreaker over the ropes puts Cesaro in
trouble but he’s right back up with a super hurricanrana. The
Swing goes on but Otis runs in for the DQ at 2:14.

Post match Otis crushes Cesaro with the middle rope splash.

Baron Corbin, now in a new suit and a hat, drives up in a nice
car and says you can now call him Happy Corbin.

Here’s Corbin in the arena, now with a slow machine themed
Titantron video (it says WINNER) and he dances to the ring,
where the red ropes are waiting on him. He was ready to file
for bankruptcy on Monday and everything was over. Now though,



everything is back and he looks incredible. We see a series of
videos of Corbin gambling in Las Vegas and making a ton of
money. Corbin: “I was the mayor of Jackpot City!” Owens:
“w..the what???” His wife even welcomed his back with Wagyu
beef (not Ragu, as I was scolded for not understanding a few
weeks ago), but now he needs to talk to Big E.

Corbin appreciates Big E. for coming out and Big E. is glad
Corbin doesn’t smell bad anymore. Corbin is so happy that he
offers to buy the briefcase for $20,000. That’s a no, but
Corbin just wants Big E. to be happy, because losing the
briefcase will devastate you. Corbin bumps the offer up to
$100k, but that’s a no, despite Big E.’s kids needing braces.
Instead, Big E. offers to sell him half of a sandwich, a
pencil or an ARKANSAS RAZORBACKS PLUSHIE!!! Big E. tells him
to hit the bricks and Corbin does so, complete with that
awesome song. This Corbin stuff keeps getting better and
better.

We look at Edge beating Seth Rollins at Summerslam.

Edge is happy with his win, even though he paid for the
victory. He didn’t like the place he had to go to to win, but
now he is on to bigger things.

Seth Rollins isn’t happy with the loss, even in a great match.
Edge won his respect and Rollins admires him, so maybe he
should be more like Edge to get back to the Universal Title.

Roman Reigns arrives and Paul Heyman looks nervous, not even
opening the door for him. Heyman refers to him as “my Tribal
Chief” twice in a row to make up for it.

Robert Roode/Dolph Ziggler vs. Rick Boogs/King Nakamura

Boogs takes Ziggler to the mat to start and we get some guitar
playing on the leg. Roode comes in to hammer Boogs down and we
get an inset promo from Apollo Crews about how bad the
Intercontinental Title is under Nakamura. Boogs fights up and



brings in Nakamura but Kinshasa is countered into a rollup to
give Roode two.

Nakamura is sent outside for a Zig Zag from Ziggler and we
take a break. Back with Roode hitting a spinebuster on
Nakamura but a kick to the face allows the hot tag to Boogs.
Everything breaks down and Nakamura knocks Roode outside,
leaving Boogs to hit the pumphandle slam to pin Ziggler at
9:03.

Rating: C. They have a 1little something with this
Boogs/Nakamura pairing and it is the best thing that Nakamura
has done for years now. Sometimes you need a fresh coat of
paint to see what you can find and that seems to be what we
are getting here. If nothing else, it was nice to not see the
two of them against Apollo Crews and Commander Azeez, as they
went with something fresh instead. Nicely done, and the guitar
playing made it even better.

Naomi comes in to see Sonya Deville, who had no idea she was
coming. Sonya has nothing for her to do, but they’ll do
something next week. Naomi isn’t happy.

Rey Mysterio thinks it is time for Dominik Mysterio to wrestle
on his own, so he has gotten Dominik a singles match
against...well Rey isn’t sure.

Dominik Mysterio vs. Sami Zayn

Sami drives him into the corner to start but Dominik hits a
quick backdrop. The springboard armdrag out of the corner sets
up a dropkick to rock Sami again but the 619 misses. Dominik
crashes down to the floor so Rey comes out to check on him as
we take a break. Back with Dominik blocking the Blue Thunder
Bomb and elbowing the heck out of Sami’s head. Now the 619
connects but Dominik rolls away from the frog splash. An
exploder suplex into the corner rocks Dominik again and the
Helluva Kick finishes for Sami at 7:47.



Rating: C-. Remember how Dominik has been doing his same thing
for about a year now? This is the latest example, as Dominik
still just isn’t that interesting. There is only so much that
can be done with a guy whose whole deal is that he is the son
of a famous wrestler and we are still getting to see it every
week. The match was watchable, but Dominik has never really
gone beyond that and that is a problem.

Post match Rey goes to help Dominik up but Dominik doesn’t
want it and walks off, ignoring Rey’s pep talk.

The Bloodline is on their way to the ring and Paul Heyman
tries to hand him the title. Reigns says Heyman is coming with
them because he is family and Reigns loves him.

Here is the Bloodline for the big family celebration. Roman
Reigns takes his time listening to the fans booing him so Paul
Heyman says the people have the chance to acknowledge him. In
addition, you may cheer for the Usos as well! Heyman says we
have seen enough of John Cena, who was beaten by Roman Reigns
at Summerslam. Cue Finn Balor to say that a lot of people are
talking about the Universal Title, but he was wanting to
challenge for the title himself.

Balor doesn’t trust anyone around here though and he isn’t
waiting around. Instead, he wants his title shot next week on
Smackdown. There is no answer but Balor charges at the three
of them to start the brawl. Cue the Street Profits to go after
the Usos, setting up a bunch of house show matches around the
horn. Balor hits the Coup de Grace on Jey as an annoyed Reigns
watches from the stage to end the show. The challenge didn’t
get an answer.

Overall Rating: C+. This was all about the Summerslam fallout
and it did well enough in that regard. They covered a bunch of
stuff and you can see where a lot of things are going. Balor
getting his title shot next week leaves them open for a likely
fatal four way at Extreme Rules and then Lesnar vs. Reigns in



Saudi Arabia, which is the most likely destination for
everyone. The rest of the show was mostly talking based, but
they hit the big stories well enough to make the show work.

Results

Bianca Belair b. Carmella, Zelina Vega and Liv Morgan last
eliminating Morgan

Cesaro b. Chad Gable via DQ when 0Otis interfered

Shinsuke Nakamura/Rick Boogs b. Dolph Ziggler/Robert Roode —
Pumphandle slam to Ziggler

Sami Zayn b. Dominik Mysterio — Helluva Kick

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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2021: Another Homecoming

Impact Wrestling

Date: August 19, 2021

Location: Skyway Studios, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: Matt Striker, D’Lo Brown

We have a new World Champion around here and it happens to be
someone who doesn’t actually work here (again). Christian Cage
wont he World Title from Kenny Omega during the first edition
of AEW Rampage. I'm not sure what that is going to mean for
the future, but Brian Myers is the #1 contender so let’s get
to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Christian Cage defeating Kenny Omega
to win the World Title last Friday. Cage is pleased with his
win.

Josh Matthews and Gia Miller are in the ring to talk about
Cage’s win but here are Eddie Edwards and W. Morrissey to
brawl around ringside. Eddie hits the suicide dive but
Morrissey is right back up take him down. Cue Sami Callihan to
go after Morrissey, which is finally enough for security to
get Morrissey out of there. Sami grabs the mic and says Eddie
can thank him later. He has a match tonight and he doesn’t
feel like waiting so get them out here RIGHT NOW.

Opening sequence. I thought they had forgotten.

Sami Callihan/Chris Sabin vs. Ace Austin/Moose

Madman Fulton is here with Austin/Moose and these four are 1in
a four way at Emergence to crown a new #1 contender. The fans
are behind Sami (“DEATH MACHINE!"”) but Austin armdrags him
down for some early annoyance. A running shoulder drops Austin
though and Sami catches him in a running Death Valley Driver.
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The good (ish) guys start working on Austin’s arm, including
Sabin snapping it over his shoulder. Austin’s springboard
spinning kick to the face misses and Sabin knocks Moose off
the apron.

We take a break and come back with Moose chopping Sabin so
hard that his eyes bug out. A rake of said eyes draws Sami
over but Sabin gets caught in the wrong corner again. Sabin
manages a sunset flip out of the corner for two though and the
hot tag brings in Sami to start cleaning house. Everything
breaks down and Sabin hits a top rope tornado DDT to plant
Moose. Sami takes too long with the THUMBS UP thing though,
allowing Sabin to tag himself back in. The Cradle Shock
finishes for Sabin at 10:48.

Rating: C+. This was a nice little preview of their match at
Emergence and that’s all you needed out of a match like this
one. What interests me the most here 1is how Sabin has
revitalized his career. He has always been talented and
treated like a big deal but now he is having the matches to
back it up at this level. That’'s a great thing to see and
Sabin has been making it work every week.

Post match, Sami takes out Sabin, as he should.
Here's what is coming tonight.

We look at the Good Brothers beating Jon Moxley/Yuji Nagata at
New Japan Resurgence.

The Good Brothers are happy with what they did and tonight,
Doc Gallows is going to take out Joe Doering.

Sami Callihan says Chris Sabin was fair game as soon as the
match ended and he wants the World Title. Eddie Edwards comes
up by Sami says they aren’t friends.

Shera vs. Matt Cardona

Rohit Raju and Chelsea Green are here too. I don’t hear a bell



but Shera shoves him around to start anyway. Shera gets tossed
outside though and Cardona hits a running dropkick through the
ropes to rock him again. Raju grabs the foot though and
Cardona gets kicked in the face as we take a break. Back with
Shera dropping a big elbow for two and slapping on the
chinlock. Cardona makes the comeback but charges into a
backbreaker for two. A missed charge sends Shera into the
corner but Green has to deal with Raju. Another missed charge
lets Cardona hit the middle rope Radio Silence for the pin at
9:38.

Rating: C. It’s almost surprising to see how far Shera has
fallen from the dancer into the monster into the jobber to the
stars. I wouldn’t exactly call it a bad thing, but it’s kind
of hard to fathom. What matters most here though is Cardona
continues to find his place around here, which didn’t seem
likely when he first debuted.

Flashback Moment of the Week: Christian Cage wins the World
Title from Jeff Jarrett in February 2006.

It'’s time for the return of Locker Room Talk with Madison
Rayne, who has to wake up Johnny Swinger. Anyway, the guests
are Tenille Dashwood (Swinger approves) and Kaleb With A K,
who are on the set of It's All About Me. Since Rayne 1is
supposed to ask her questions, she would like to know why they
got together last week. Dashwood says they always wanted to
but this was the perfect time, so it is time to take over the
division. To be fair, it has been a few months since we had a
new dynamic duo. Swinger and Kaleb With A K argue though
(Kaleb wWith A K: “Go back to AOL!”) and a match seems likely
to wrap it up.

Josh Alexander isn’t scared of Jake Something. Cue Jake to say
he’ll give Josh a reason to be scared.

Post break, Jake Something and Kaleb With A K come up to Scott
D'Amore to complain about things so they can face each other



in a No DQ match tonight.

Here is Christian Cage to the big hero’s welcome. Christian
says they’re going to make him blush and the nostalgia 1is
strong around here. Yes he wrestles for AEW, but it was an
honor to bring these titles back here where they belong.
Impact gambled on him in 2005 and he was able to win World
Titles, which was all he ever wanted. The YOU DESERVE IT
chants come and go before Christian thinks it is time to
retire the TNA Championship. That'’s about the past, because
the Impact Wrestling World Title is what matters right now. He
hands the title off...and here are Brian Myers and Sam Beale to
interrupt.

Myers talks about how this is really nostalgic and thinks we
need Shark Boy or a Brown Bag Special. He has been killing it
for a year around here and tomorrow night, he 1is taking the
World Title. Christian says it’s nice to see Myers finally get
out of Matt Cardona’s shadow and he even has his own guy to
check his spelling. Myers has to learn how to lose because he
knows how to win. He might be the most professional wrestler,
but Christian is the BEST professional wrestler. The fight is
on and Christian cleans house in a hurry. Nice segment to
build a not that interesting title match.

Trey Miguel meets Melina and seems impressed. Melina...not so
much.

We look at Deonna Purrazzo becoming the AAA Reina de Reinas
Champion.

Melina vs. Brandi Lauren

Lauren is sent into the corner to start but gets up an elbow
to the jaw. Melina hits an elbow of her own, followed by a
quick middle rope crossbody. There’s a running knee to the
back into a DDT and the Muta Lock goes on. Melina turns it
over into the California Dream (Muta Lock with Melina on her
stomach and pulling down) for the tap at 2:07. Just a squash.



Post match, Deonna Purrazzo runs in for the fight, with
Matthew Rehwoldt and Trey Miguel running in as well. The good
ones clear the ring.

We look at John Skyler beating Matt Cardona with a bit of an
assist from Rohit Raju.

Skyler says of course that isn’t a surprise that he won and
no, he didn’t need Rohit Raju’s help. Speaking of help,
someone seems to need it and we go over to see a downed Juice
Robinson.

We 1look at Jordynne Grace dominating a powerlifting
competition, with Rachael Ellering in the crowd. She’s going
for a national championship soon.

Jake Something vs. Kaleb With A K

No DQ and Kaleb With A K has a neck brace on (complete with a
bowtie). Jake powers him into the corner to start and snaps
off a belly to belly. There’s a Batista Bomb to plant Kaleb
With A K again and it’s table time. A spear through said table
finishes for Jake at 2:04.

Post match Josh Alexander comes out for the staredown.
Su Yung and Kimber Lee are still evil.
Emergence rundown.

Doc Gallows vs. Joe Doering

Karl Anderson and the rest of Violent By Design are here too.
They waste no time in going to the slugout, which sends them
outside. Doering is sent into the steps and we take a break.
Back with Doering managing a German suplex as we hear about
Doering’s time in All Japan. A slightly delayed vertical
suplex drops Gallows again and they head outside to keep up
the brawling. Gallows throws a char at Doering’s face, which
isn’t a DQ because...I guess this is no DQ?



Back in and a double shoulder puts them back on the floor.
Gallows wins the next brawl and they fight up the ramp, where
Gallows hits a sitout chokebomb through the stage for the big
crash. A few minutes later, they pull themselves out and go
into the ring (with Striker doing his usual annoying over
hype). Gallows goes up but dives into the lariat for the fast
pin at 15:03.

Rating: D. It was slow, it wasn’t very interesting, and the
rules weren’t exactly clear. The big spot in the middle was
good, but if there was ever a spot to go to a no content, they
went sailing past it by going back inside. Gallows just isn’t
very good in the ring and Doering isn’t much better, leaving
us with a way, way, WAY too long match here.

Violent By Design poses to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. I really wasn’'t feeling this one, but it
did a decent enough job of setting up Emergence. The opening
match was pretty good but the long main event and a few short
matches didn’t help things. I’'ve seen far worse shows, but
this was a bit of a downgrade off of what we have been seeing
from Impact lately. They can start setting up Bound For Glory
next week though, and that’s what matters in the near future.

Results

Chris Sabin/Sami Callihan b. Moose/Ace Austin — Cradle Shock
to Austin

Matt Cardona b. Shera — Middle rope Radio Silence

Melina b. Brandi Lauren — California Dream

Jake Something b. Kaleb With A K — Spear through a table

Joe Doering b. Doc Gallows — Lariat



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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