Impact Wrestling — June 24,
2021: One Of The Nice Ones

Impact Wrestling

Date: June 24, 2021

Location: Skyway Studios, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: Josh Matthews, D’Lo brown

We are on the way to Slammiversary and the show is starting to
take shape. This week is likely going to deal with the fallout
of Tommy Dreamer (yep) being announced as the new Anthem
representative, because not only do we need two bosses, but
one needs to be Tommy Dreamer. Last week Dreamer fired Don
Callis, right before Kenny Omega gets to defend against Sami
Callihan. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at the end of last week’s show with
Dreamer announcing Callis’ firing. There 1is something
interesting about the network representative firing a former
network representative.

Don Callis and Kenny Omega arrive but Callis is not on the
talent list. Callis lists off his recent accomplishments and
he insists that he is here with Omega.

Rosemary vs. Kiera Hogan

Tasha Steelz is here with Hogan. We hit the stall button to
start with Hogan bailing to the floor in a what is likely a
wise move. Commentary talks about the MICKIE trash bag from
last week as Rosemary plants Hogan with a side suplex for two.
Hogan charges into a knee in the corner and it’s the Upside
Down to make it even worse. Steelz trips Rosemary down though
and it's time for Hogan to choke on the rope. A lot of trash
is talked so here is Havok to chase Steelz off.
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Hogan hits a running corner dropkick for two and it’s time to
stomp away in the corner. Another running boot sets up more
stomping as Hogan 1is more aggressive than usual here. Back up
and Rosemary grabs her by the throat, setting up an S0S slam.
A Sling Blade sets up Austin Aries’ Last Chancery, sending
Hogan over to the rope. Rosemary hits a reverse DDT for two
but Hogan is back up with something like a bulldog. Hogan
kicks her in the head for two but Rosemary is right back with
As Above So Below for the pin at 8:02.

Rating: C. They aren’t being subtle about what they’re setting
up with for the Tag Team Title match and they aren’t trying
to. Rosemary and Havok are fine enough as the next
challengers, as it isn’t like they have any regular teams
around here in the first place. Rosemary winning likely means
Havok beating Steelz soon, which is a tired trope it’s better
than nothing.

We look at last week’s brawl between the X-Division.

Chris Bey isn’t joining either side in the X-Division battle.
Trey Miguel and Petey Williams come in to ask which side he
wants to be on. I believe he just answered that people.

Tommy Dreamer talks about how he is here to run the company
for the best. Scott D’Amore come in to thank Dreamer for what
he said last week but Dreamer 1is sticking around as a
consultant. D’Amore isn’t happy.

Here’s what's coming tonight.

Susan _vs. Deonna Purrazzo

Non-title and Kimber Lee is here with Susan. They talk trash
to each other to start with Purrazzo shoving her in the face.
The headlock doesn’t last long as it’s time for a standing
switch. Purrazzo takes her down with ease and stops to yell at
Lee. A Tequila Sunrise has Susan in more trouble and something
like a curb stomp makes it worse.



Susan is knocked outside and Lee has to help her back in so
Purrazzo can grab a cross arm choke. A Backstabber out of said
choke gets two, with Purrazzo pulling her up. Susan starts the
comeback and manages a superplex but Purrazzo snaps on the
Fujiwara armbar for the tap at 6:53.

Rating: D+. This was almost a squash with Purrazzo never being
in anything close to trouble. Above all else, this match made
me feel bad for Susan, who has fallen through the floor since
this whole angle started. She went from being the force in the
division to just a person and that is a shame. Purrazzo 1is
awesome, but Susan deserves a lot better.

Post match Purrazzo stays on her but Kimber Lee makes the
save, likely setting up next week.

TIJP and Fallah Bahh b. Decay on Before The Impact.

Fallah Bahh keeps losing at Swinger’s Palace when Willie Mack
and Rich Swann come in. Johnny Swinger doesn’t like him
because the Mack And Pack connection is over. John E. Bravo
and Swann compare shoes and a tag match is set up between
Bahh/TJP and Swann/Mack.

Don Callis sucks up to Tommy Dreamer and talks him into being
part of a six man tag against Kenny Omega/the Good Brothers.

Rohit Raju/Shera vs. Petey Williams/Trey Miquel

Raju hits Williams in the face to start but gets dropped into
619 position for a running dropkick to the back. The Tree of
Woe 0 Canada has Raju in more trouble and it’'s off to Miguel
for a double hiptoss into a double backbreaker. Shera comes 1in
to shove Williams into the corner and a quick powerslam plants
him for two. We take a break and come back with Raju
chinlocking Williams, who fights up in a hurry.

Miguel comes in to pick up the pace, including an atomic drop
and cutter to drop Raju. Back up and Raju hits a quick jumping



Downward Spiral but Miguel 1is over for the tag in a hurry.
Williams cleans house and loads up the Canadian Destroyer but
here are Ace Austin and Madman Fulton for a distraction. Raju
hits the Drive By for the pin at 9:04.

Rating: C. Pretty simple and effective way to set up the X-
Division Title match, but there was little way around the fact
that this is Impact’s version of the Money In The Bank
building momentum match. I'm not sure what is happening to the
title at Slammiversary, but does it matter given how the build
has been going?

Post match Austin and Fulton come in for the brawl, with Josh
Alexander running in for the save. That earns him a beating as
well, with Chris Bey coming out to film the whole thing.

Sami Callihan is yelling at Tommy Dreamer when the interviewer
comes in. They agree to be on the same team in next week’s six
man. Moose comes up to say he’s in too and walks away.
Apparently Dreamer won’t be on Team Dreamer and they need a
third man. It’s going to be Tommy Dreamer isn’t it?

Rachael Ellering didn’'t see the red flags with Jordynne Grace
and she should have. Grace comes out so Ellering can talk
about all of their time together and how she was at a low
point when the team got together. Everyone kept telling
Ellering that it would be better and now she is doing the same
thing to Grace.

That isn’t what Grace wanted and a good partner or friend
should have known. Tenille Dashwood is brought up and Grace
cuts her off, saying she had a career before Ellering showed
up. She loved having Ellering as a partner but she can do
things on her own. Ellering brings up Dashwood again, drawing
a threat from Grace.

Cue Jazz to say this is just a hurdle and they can get this
together. Ellering is willing but Grace needs some more time.
Grace storms off and here are Kaleb With A K and Tenille



Dashwood to interrupt. She offers to be Ellering’s partner
again but Ellering says no. They can have a match instead so
the brawl is on, with Jazz and Ellering cleaning house. As
mentioned last week: THEY WERE A TEAM FOR TWO MONTHS!!! STOP
ACTING LIKE IT IS SOME BIG EPIC HISTORY!!!

Jake Something vs. Sam Beale

Brian Myers is here with Beale. Jake knocks him down to start
and hits the running shoulder but stops to glare at Myers.
Beale bails outside and comes back in with a high crossbody,
which Jake pulls out of the air. Myers throws in a chair,
which is kicked right back out. The Black Hole Slam finishes
Beale at 2:22.

Post match Myers says Beale didn’t lose that, because he gets
a lesson: never be like Jake Something.

Rich Swann and Willie Mack wish Eddie Edwards and Satoshi
Kojima luck in their Tag Team Title shot. Edwards appreciates
that and promises them the first shot.

Tag Team Titles: Satoshi Kojima/Eddie Edwards vs. Violent By
Design

Deaner and Joe Doering are defending for Violent By Design,
all of whom are here. Eddie and Doering start things off, with
Eddie being sent into the corner in a hurry. Kojima comes in
to take Deaner down by the arm and we take an early break.
Back with Deaner getting double elbowed down but a Doering
distraction lets Kojima hammer away. The champs take turns on
Kojima in the corner, setting up Doering’s standing chinlock.

Doering can’t suplex him though and Kojima manages one of his
own. Eddie comes in off the hot tag to start cleaning house
but Doering breaks up the tiger driver. The champs get knocked
to the floor for the stereo dives and we take a break. Back
with a Rhino distraction letting Deaner grab a powerbomb out
of the corner for two.



Deaner puts on a chinlock, followed by some standard choking
in the corner. Doering comes in for a big boot but Deaner’s
suplex is countered into a belly to back suplex. The hot tag
brings in Kojima to clean house and the top rope elbow gets
two on Deaner. A running neckbreaker drops Kojima but Deaner
misses a middle rope headbutt.

Doering runs Eddie over with a high crossbody and now the top
rope headbutt can connect for two. Everything breaks down with
Doering hitting a double clothesline but the Koji Cutter drops
the monster. The Boston Knee Party is countered into the
revolution powerbomb though and Eddie is done at 19:13.

Rating: B-. This took some time to get going but I was rather
surprised by how well this combination of Violent By Design
held up. Doering and Deaner sounds like the lowest level of a
team as you could have here but it worked out well. There
wasn’t much of a chance of a title change as Kojima is just
visiting, but at least they had a good match out of these
four.

Overall Rating: C+. As usual, this was a bunch of stuff thrown
together without one big thing to focus on, but this was
better than the usual stuff. Slammiversary is starting to look
good and if they do it right, we should be in for a heck of a
show. What we got here worked pretty well for about an hour
and a half though and I’'ll take that over what we get from
Impact most of the time.

Results

Rosemary b. Kiera Hogan — As Above So Below

Deonna Purrazzo b. Susan — Fujiwara armbar

Rohit Raju/Shera b. Trey Miguel/Petey Williams — Drive By to
Williams

Jake Something b. Sam Beale — Black Hole Slam

Violent By Design b. Eddie Edwards/Satoshi Kojima — Revolution
powerbomb to Edwards



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Daily News Update - July 1,
2021

Happy Second Half Day!

An NXT Star May Have Just Spoiled His Future Storyline.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/nxt-star-may-just-spoile
d-future-plans/

Update On Sasha Banks’ Return To WWE TV.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/update-sasha-banks-retur
n-wwe-tv/

WWE RUMOR: Surprising Backstage News On Baron Corbin.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/surprising-backstage-new
s-baron-corbins-reputation/

WWE Names Top Five Tag Teams Of All Time.
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https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-names-top-five-tag-t
eams-time/

Burger King Weighs In On Current WWE Storyline.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/burger-king-weighs-curre
nt-wwe-storyline/

MVP Rips Fans For Criticizing WWE Television.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/mvp-rips-fans-criticizin
g-wwe-television/

Triple H Stayed In Contact With Jon Moxley For A Good Reason.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/triple-h-stayed-contact-
jon-moxley-good-reason/

Nasty Injury Takes Place During AEW Dynamite.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/nasty-injury-takes-place
-aew-dynamite/

As always, please check out all of the videos if
you can, hit up the comments section and get on
the wrestling Rumors Facebook page.

New Column: 7 The NXT Way

The main roster needs some help, so maybe these people can
help.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/kbs-review-7-nxt-way/
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Dynamite - June 30, 2021:
There Is Nothing Like Seeilng
WWE Dynamite Live!

Dynamite
Date: June 30, 2021

Location: Daily’s Place, Jacksonville, Florida
Commentators: Excalibur, Chris Jericho, Tony Schiavone, Jim
Ross

We’'re finally back to the normal schedule and that is a very
good thing. It’'s the final night in Daily’s Place as the show
is heading back on the road starting next week. The big match
this week is Sammy Guevara vs. MJF, which should make for a
heck of a grudge match. Throw in the Young Bucks vs. Penta El
Zero Miedo/Eddie Kingston and we should be good to go. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Chris Jericho is here for commentary.

Young Bucks vs. Penta El Zero Miedo/Eddie Kingston

Non-title but if Penta/Kingston win, they get a title shot
later. The Bucks debut their latest horrible look with some
rather thin facial hair. Matt gets taken down for an early
rollup to start and Kingston holds the legs for Penta’s top
rope double stomp. It’'s off to Nick to take Penta down though
and the double fist drop sets up some pelvic thrusting. Penta
gets sent outside where he grabs a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker on
Matt.
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Back in and a high crossbody hits Nick, allowing the hot tag
off to Kingston to start the house cleaning. Kingston is taken
outside though and a knockdown sets up the apron
moonsault/splash combination. Back in and Matt grabs a
chinlock, but Kingston fights up again. That earns him a
running knee to the face but More Bang For Your Buck 1is broken
up. A superplex plants Nick though and the hot tag brings in
Penta to start striking away. Everything breaks down and a
corkscrew Code Red gets three but the referee calls it two
anyway, earning a VERY unimpressed chant from the crowd.

A Backstabber gets a slightly farther apart two but Nick grabs
the referee and kicks Penta low. The spike Fear Factor gets
two on Penta with Kingston diving in for a save. Cue the Good
Brothers (JR: “Where the h*** do they work anyway?”) but
Kingston starts the comeback. That earns him a series of
superkicks and it’s back to Penta, who gets backdropped to the
floor. Brandon Cutler spray Nick in the face with the cold
spray, so here is Kazarian to take him out. Penta hits the big
flip dive onto everyone and the Fear Factor into the spinning
backfist finally puts Matt away at 13:50.

Rating: B-. It took a lot but it was nice to see the Bucks
lose for a change. You can only be so unbeatable for so long
before it stops having any impact so it making them seem a
little vulnerable is a good idea. I'm not sure I buy Penta and
Kingston’s chances of winning the titles, but it gave them a
bit of an opening and that is a good thing.

Here’s what's coming tonight.

Christian Cage gives Jungle Boy another pep talk, saying he’ll
be World Champion one day. Tonight is important too though, as
Boy can be the first AEW wrestler to fifty wins. The rest of
Jurassic Express comes in with Luchasaurus thanking Christian
for having Boy'’s back on Saturday. Christian happens to be
related to a dinosaur and Luchasaurus is interested.



Here are the Men Of The Year for a chat about Ethan Page’s
match against Darby Allin. Page is sick of trying to get rid
of Darby Allin so it is time to try and exterminate him. After
everything he has put Allin through, both here and on the
independent circuit, Page needs to do more. Every time Allin
tries the Coffin Drop, it’s going to get even worse...and here
is Sting, pulling a coffin. Allin is inside of course and
house is cleaned in a hurry. Page and Scorpio Sky bail out,
with Page saying the coffin match is off for next week. If
Allin will agree to not touch him until the match, MAYBE they
can do this at Fyter Fest.

Jungle Boy vs. Jack Evans

They go technical to start with neither being able to get very
far. An early Snare Trap attempt sends Evans bailing to the
ropes, setting up a kick to the ribs. A very springboard
wristdrag sends Evans down and a dropkick does the same. We
take a break and come back with Boy dropkicking the knee out
and hitting a hard clothesline. Evans catches him up top but a
German superplex is escaped. Boy catches him in the Tree of
Woe for a quick shot and the Snare Trap makes Evans tap at
6:06.

Rating: C. Boy has one of the best attributes you can have as
a wrestler: likability. There is something about him that
makes you want to see him win and that is going to take him a
very long way. The fact that he can wrestle a good match with
just about anyone 1is going to make it even better, and it has
been working so far.

Post match here is the Hardy Family Office for the brawl, but
Christian and the rest of Jurassic Express comes in for the
big brawl. Christian chokes Hardy with the suit jacket until
Evans makes the save, allowing Hardy to escape.

MJF talks about how he infiltrated the Inner Circle and
started his own stable with the Pinnacle. It amazes him to see



how Chris Jericho has turned into a version of the Looney
Tunes and we hear about some things Jericho has done. MJF 1is
feeling generous though and is willing to give Jericho some
stipulations to get one more match. If Jericho can meet those,
which he won’t, he has to leave MJF alone once MJF beats him
again. That'’s for next week though, because tonight Sammy
Guevara has to learn that while he’'s the future, MJF is the
now. MJF was all fired up here, which is where he does his
best.

Andrade El Idolo, in English and Spanish, with subtitles,
wants to face Matt Sydal (“Matt Something”) at Road Rager in
Miami.

Tony Schiavone brings out Kenny Omega, also with some
questionable facial hair, for a chat. Omega talks about how
earlier today, Tony asked him how he stayed motivated to find
that next gear. Tony: “I didn’t ask you anything today.” Omega
lists off everyone that he has beaten (or at least their
accolades) before saying there is no one left in the rankings
to face. That means he is going to take some time off from
around here so he’ll be defending his other titles at the
moment .

Cue the Dark Order with Evil Uno saying there are some
challenges left. Omega laughs that off (fair) as the fans
chant for some COWBOY S***, Uno admits that they don’t have
the singles wins to make that work, but they know someone who
does. Omega knows who they mean but doesn’t think he has the
guys. This is where Omega bids them goodbye and goodnight and
that’s that. They had me a bit scared with the Dark Order
tease so the ending helped.

Brian Pillman Jr. didn’t like Miro putting his hands on Griff
Garrison, who is like a brother to him. This isn’t just about
the TNT Title, because this is personal.

TNT Title: Miro vs. Brian Pillman Jr.




Miro is defending and throws him into the corner to start.
There’s an Irish whip into the corner and Miro starts
hammering on the back. Miro slams him down again and we take
an early break. Back again with Pillman making a comeback and
sending Miro into the barricade. Air Pillman connects for two
and Pillman hits a few superkicks but Miro hits his own. Game
Over knocks Pillman out at 8:40.

Rating: C+. The 180 that Miro has done is outstanding as he is
now one of the best things going in AEW. He 1is a serious
monster at this point who is running through everyone in front
of him. On top of that, his God’s champion deal is excellent
and it is fun to watch him every time he is on screen. On top
of that too, you have him wrecking people in the ring to make
it even better.

Hangman Page is ticked off as the Dark Order for bringing him
up to Kenny Omega. They don’t think he’s scared of Omega but
they think he might be scared of failure. They'’re here for
him...and then leave him alone. Page doesn’t seem sure about
this being his time.

Taz talks about how Team Taz is not at full strength, but
sometimes family has to fight to clean things up. That'’s why
on July 14, Brian Cage is defending the FTW Title against a
medically cleared Ricky Starks.

Rebel/Britt Baker vs. Nyla Rose/Vickie Guerrero

Baker jumps Vickie to start so Rebel can fail at a choke on
Rose. A splash crushes Rebel and now it’s off to Vickie,
meaning the Eddie Dance is back. We take a break and come back
with Baker coming in for a Sling Blade on Rose. That earns her
a failed Beast Bomb attempt and a low superkick staggers Rose.
The glove is loaded up but Rose is back with a chokeslam. The
splash in the ropes gets two but Baker pulls Vickie comes in,
only to get pulled out of the corner. Lockjaw finishes Vickie
at 6:55.



Rating: D+. So what was the plan here? Vickie asked for this
match and then didn’t do anything out of the ordinary here,
making it little more than a handicap match. That’s a weird
way to go, unless the plan was just to be a distraction so
Rose could do her thing. It really didn’t work and doesn’t
exactly make Vickie look that smart.

Post match Rose lays Baker out again and it’s a powerbomb off
the apron and through a table at ringside. Rebel seems to have
been hurt, as she disappeared about halfway through the match
and never came back.

The Inner Circle 1is ready for their six man tag against the
Pinnacle next week because it’s time for some revenge. They’'ll
have their dogs around to deal with Tully Blanchard too.

Maxwell Jacob Friedman vs. Sammy Guevara

MJF bails to the floor to start before coming back in to run
the ropes..into a strut. Guevara is back with a weak strut but
misses a dropkick. Sammy runs him over but the GTH 1is
countered into a pinfall reversal sequence with both guys
nipping up. A rake to the eyes doesn’t cause Sammy many
problems as he sends MJF into the buckle. It’s too early for
the 630 so MJF bails outside, only to get caught with a double
springboard cutter for two back inside.

They head outside again with Guevara being sent into the
barricade as we take a break. Back with MJF tying him in the
ring skirt for some forearms but Guevara grabs a backdrop. A
springboard is countered into a sitout powerbomb to give MJF
two but a Spanish Fly gives Guevara two. Guevara sends him to
the floor for a big running corkscrew dive, followed by a
springboard Canadian Destroyer for two more.

MJF is back with a shot of his own and grabs a chair, which 1is
dropkicked into his face. That sends MJF over the barricade
and Sammy busts out a CRAZY dive from the top to take MJF out
again (that was amazing). Back in and Sammy goes up but MJF



crotches him down. MJF hits a super Tombstone and that gets
two, while also banging up MJF’s knee.

Another pinfall reversal sequence gets two each until Sammy
hits the GTH for two, as MJF’s foot is in the rope. The 630
connects for two more and here 1s Shawn Spears. Chris Jericho
gets up from commentary to cut him off but Wardlow jumps
Jericho from behind and throws him off a not very tall
platform. Spears gets in the chair to Guevara to give MJF the
pin at 20:07.

Rating: B. This was a crazy match with some amazing
athleticism and way too much going on to bog it down. There
was too much interference, far too many people involved and at
least two spots that either should have finished the match or
not been included. The result was fine as MJF is gearing up
for the mega showdown with Jericho, but there was too much
here and it brought it down from great to good.

We get a rather nice highlight package on the time 1in
Jacksonville with a song talking about thanking everyone for
being there. That’s pretty cool of AEW after almost a year and
a half. JR: “There is nothing like seeing WWE Dynamite live!”
End of show. I know it’s just a slip of the tongue, but that
has happened, way, way too often for JR and they need to do
something about it.

Overall Rating: B+. Now this was more like the old school
Dynamite which worked out rather well. They had good action up
and down the card while also setting up some things for the
future. It was energized, had the right flow and did
everything they needed to do. I had a good time watching this
and it flew by with a heck of a pair of bookend matches.
Awesome show here and their best in a long time.

Results
Penta El Zero Miedo/Eddie Kingston b. Young Bucks — Spinning
backfist to Matt



Jungle Boy b. Jack Evans — Snare Trap

Miro b. Brian Pillman Jr. — Game Over

Rebel/Britt Baker b. Vickie Guerrero/Nyla Rose — Lockjaw to
Guerrero

Maxwell Jacob Friedman b. Sammy Guevara — Chair shot

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Monday Night Raw - January
29, 2007: He's Here

Monday Night Raw

Date: January 29, 2007

Location: American Airlines Center, Dallas, Texas
Attendance: 17,115

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

We’'re done with the Royal Rumble and that means it is time to
start moving forward towards Wrestlemania. The big Raw stories
coming out of last night would be John Cena retaining the WWE
Title in a great Last Man Standing match over Umaga, plus
Shawn Michaels coming this close to winning the Royal Rumble.
I wonder if that means anything. Let’s get to it.

Here is the Royal Rumble if you need a recap.
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Here is Shawn Michaels to get things going. Last week, he said
no mortal man was going to keep him from making it to
Wrestlemania. The problem is there were 29 mortal men in the
Royal Rumble and one Undertaker. That was a setback, but he 1is
going to Wrestlemania to become the new WWE Champion.
Undertaker has the right to choose, but he hasn’t picked yet.
If Undertaker picks Bobby Lashley’s ECW World Title (Shawn has
jokes) or Batista’'s World Heavyweight Title, that leaves John
Cena and the WWE Title wide open. Tonight, Shawn 1is throwing
his hat in the ring but here is Cena to interrupt.

Cena likes that idea but here is Edge to interrupt. Edge
laughs at Shawn for losing last night and is greeted with a
YOU SUCK chant. Shawn lost last night and he has beaten Cena
more times than he can count. Edge 1is undefeated at
Wrestlemania so the title shot should be his. Cue Randy Orton,
who doesn’t seem to agree.

Last night it was every man for himself and it is the same
with that WWE Title. Edge has had 30 title shots at Cena but
Orton hasn’t had one. Cena cuts them off and the challenge 1is
on but Vince McMahon pops up on screen. Since it’'s Fan
Appreciation Night, the Tag Team Title match is on for later.
Cena seems intrigued and Shawn...kind of stands there.

JTG talks to the camera and sends some shout outs to his
friends but Shad Gaspard says they have a match up next.

Cryme Tyme vs. Shelton Benjamin/Charlie Haas

Haas hammerlocks Shad to start but a shoulder puts Haas into
the corner. A Shelton cheap shot cuts him off though and it’s
time to stomp on Shad’s knee. Benjamin comes in and stays on
the leg, even cutting off Shad’s rights and lefts with a half
crab. Shad finally kicks him away and brings in JTG to take
over. An elbow to Benjamin and a backdrop to Haas connect but
everything breaks down. Shad is sent outside and Haas sneaks
in a DDT so Benjamin can cover JTG (with tights) for the pin.



That’'s Cryme Tyme’s first loss.

Rating: C-. I'm not sure what the point was in having Cryme
Tyme lose here unless they needed to be cooled down a bit, as
they are the hottest regular team going at the moment. Haas
and Benjamin haven’t been doing much of anything lately so
this was kind of a strange loss. It’s not a career killer or
anything, but kind of odd.

Vince McMahon gives Melina a pep talk in the back, telling her
to seize the moment. Vince gets a hug and Melina leaves, with
Coach replacing her. Fan Appreciation Night is ready to go and
they’re both excited. It’s going to be bigger than the Royal
Rumble and maybe even bigger than Wrestlemania. This is going
to leave Vince'’s name up there with Mother Teresa, Gandhi and
DESMOND TUTU! Coach goes to make sure everything is ready.

This Week In Wrestling History: the first Royal Rumble, which
was in no way aired to screw with the NWA’s Bunkhouse Stampede
(which didn’t need to be screwed with in the first place).

Melina vs. Maria

The winner gets a Women’'’s Title shot at some point in the
future, as per Vince McMahon’s order (or a First Contenders
match according to Melina). JR says Maria has been improving
every time she is in the ring, which is a scary concept. Maria
rolls her up to start and hits a Bronco Buster for one. Melina
isn’t having that and tosses Maria down by the hair to take
over. A few kicks out of the corner don’t do Maria much good
as Melina hits a not great looking flapjack. Melina screams a
lot and grabs a Muta Lock for the tap. Lawler says that’s
called California Dream, which Melina told him online. Lawler:
“I'd like to blog her.”

Shawn Michaels isn’t going to kick Todd Grisham again but
he’ll win the Tag Team Titles tonight. John Cena is no HHH
though.



Super Crazy interrupts Mickie James, asking her 1if she
remembers people calling her crazy. Well he’s SUPER Crazy!
Melina comes in to say Mickie must be crazy if she thinks
she’s keeping the Women’s Title. A brawl breaks out, with
Melina shouting “I'M THE TRUE CHAMPION YOU WH***!1"

Edge is with Lance Cade and Trevor Murdoch and can’t believe
that Randy Orton thinks he should get a title shot at
Wrestlemania. No one can take the Tag Team Titles from them
though.

Stills of Umaga vs. John Cena.

Umaga vs. Val Venis

Umaga starts fast with the Samoan drop and ties Venis in the
Tree of Woe. The running headbutt connects and the running hip
attack sets up the Samoan Spike to complete the squash.

Here is Vince McMahon, in a cowboy hat, for Fan Appreciation
Night, complete with something under a sheet. Vince: “HOWDY
PARDNER! Why you must be the new school marm!” That's
ridiculous, just like wearing a cowboy hat (yep). Anyone over
the age of five wearing a cowboy hat is stupid, because it
even messes up your hair. Vince stomps on the hat and thanks
the fans for making him a billionaire. He would like to give
everyone some monetary thanks but it can only be one person.

Vince calls in a woman from the crowd, who is in no way a
model. He knows she must be nervous and then pulls the sheet
off, revealing a large version of his Muscle & Fitness cover
from last year. The woman seems to like it and Vince sends her
away, saying he won’t remember her name (Jackie). And now, 1in
a moment that I'm sure will age just fine, Donald Trump
appears on the screen, sending Vince into a panic. He says the
fans have no choice but to do what Vince wants and no one
would want that picture. Not even Vince’'s wife!

Trump knows what the fans want, including the value for what



they paid for tickets tonight. Therefore, he is dumping money
out of the ceiling, which seems to be completely real, despite
what Vince says. Vince: “DONALD TRUMP YOU SON OF A B****x1"” JR
even catches some money as Vince tries to get his head around
the idea that it is raining cash. Vince rants about how the
people are taking his money and storms off, as JR declares
that Vince has been trumped. It’s going to be a long, long
Road To Wrestlemania.

Post break, Coach, with money, says he can’t believe Trump
would try to upstage him like that. Coach has gathered up as
much money as he could, even throwing in some of his own (Ten
dollars!). Vince jumps in the limo and leaves in a huff
anyway.

Carlito/Super Crazy vs. Kenny Dykstra/Chris Masters

Torrie Wilson is here with Carlito/Crazy. Masters drives Crazy
into the corner to start and drives in some knees to the ribs.
Crazy knocks him down and drops a corkscrew elbow for an early
two. It’s off to Dykstra, who gets caught with a basement
dropkick. Carlito comes in for a hurricanrana to the floor and
the stereo dives drop the villains.

Back in and Masters trips Crazy down so Dykstra can drop an
elbow to take over. The chinlock goes on for a bit, followed
by Carlito coming in to break up a cover. Dykstra grabs his
own chinlock but gets belly to back suplexed for his efforts.
The double tag brings in Carlito and Masters to pick up the
pace, including Carlito’s running knee lift. Everything breaks
down and the Backstabber gives Carlito the pin.

Rating: C-. This could have been worse as Carlito and Crazy
worked out well enough together. I never need to see Masters
vs. Carlito again though, as it is one of those pairings that
has been beaten so far into the ground. Dykstra continues to
be one of those people who is just kind of there, but it can
be rather hard to build someone up from almost nothing.



Randy Orton talks about what an honor it was to win the Tag
Team Titles with Edge but they both want to be WWE Champion.
As for tonight, they’re retaining the titles.

Intercontinental Title: Great Khali vs. Jeff Hardy

Khali is challenging and knocks Hardy outside in a hurry.
Hardy gets pulled back in with one arm and some heavy shots
knock him down again. A big clothesline makes it worse for
Hardy, who manages to get up for a Whisper in the Wind. That
doesn’t do much though as the big chop puts Hardy on the floor
for the countout.

Rating: D. It was more of an angle than a match and it made
Khali look great without having Hardy get pinned. In theory
this should set up Khali destroying him to win the title, or
at least a title match, though I'm not sure I believe WWE is
going to follow through on it. Nothing match, but it wasn’t
supposed to be.

Candice Michelle is in a GoDaddy commercial for the Super
Bowl. Not on Peacock of course.

Wrestlemania Recall: the first Money In The Bank.

Vladimir Kozlov is amazed that money fell from the ceiling but
he wasn’t impressed by the Royal Rumble. He would have won you
see.

Highlights of the Last Man Standing match.

John Cena and Ric Flair are in the back, with Flair saying
Shawn Michaels wants to go to the main event of Wrestlemania.
He might even superkick Cena to get there.

Vince McMahon will be on ECW this week. Oh dear.

Tag Team Titles: Rated-RKO vs. Shawn Michaels/John Cena

Michaels/Cena are challenging and the champs bail to the floor



to start. Shawn chops Edge to start and Orton is almost ready
to come in and save him. Instead it’s more chopping against
the ropes with Edge flopping around early on. Cena comes in to
quite the reaction and it’s a hiptoss into an elbow to the jaw
for two. A DDT is good for the same but it’s off to Orton for
some forearms to the back.

Orton grabs a suplex and Cena gets caught in the wrong corner.
Cena fights up but gets knocked down again, only to have Orton
knock Edge down by mistake. Things are about to fall apart but
Orton knees Cena in the back from the apron to keep him in
trouble. A knee drop gives Orton two and Edge adds a dropkick
for the same.

The bodyscissors with a chinlock goes on until Cena fights up
and powers his way to freedom. The hot tag brings in Shawn to
clean house but Orton breaks up the superkick with a dropkick.
Shawn blocks the RKO though and brings (the busted open) Cena
back in for the FU and the pin to give us new champions.

Rating: C+. This was the way to get the Road To Wrestlemania
off in a hurry as Shawn vs. Cena is already all but set for
the show. That isn’t a bad thing, and it isn’t like there is a
strong division underneath the titles in the first place.
Michaels and Cena holding the titles isn’t that much different
than Orton and Edge, so using it as a plot device to get us to
Wrestlemania is not a bad thing.

Post match Shawn teases a superkick but stops, leaving Cena to
yell at him instead. Then the gong goes off and here 1is
Undertaker to stare them down to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The wrestling wasn’t the point here,
because this show was all about having stuff happen. They did
a lot of big things on this show and you can see where a good
chunk of the Wrestlemania build is going. Your individual
tastes may vary, but there is something to be said about
having the build start hot and that is what they did here. The



followup is important, but at least they were off to a good
start.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Daily News Update — June 30,
2021

Happy Stuff And A Scary Kick.

RUMOR KILLER On Huge WWE Backstage Change.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/rumor-killer-huge-wwe-ba
ckstage-change/

Released WWE Stars Facing Immigration Issues.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/released-wwe-stars-facin
g-immigration-issues/

WWE Planning Some Very 0dd Name Changes.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-planning-odd-name-ch

anges/
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Title Change Takes Place On NXT In Unannounced Match.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/title-change-takes-place
-nxt-unannounced-match/

NXT Is Starting A New Tournament Next Month.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/nxt-starting-new-tournam
ent-next-month/

Keep Them Going: Another Name Gone From WWE.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/another-name-gone-backst
age-wwe

VIDEO: Mercedes Martinez Hospitalized After Scary NXT Spot.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/video-injured-wrestler-h
ospitalized-nxt-match/

WWE Confirms Two Top Stars Have Gotten Married.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-confirms-hugs-wrestl
ing-wedding/

As always, please check out all of the videos if
you can, hit up the comments section and get on
the Wrestling Rumors Facebook page.

NXT - June 29, 2021: The
Balancing Act

NXT
Date: June 29, 2021
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Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Wade Barrett

It's the go home show for the Great American Bash and a lot of
the card is either set or all but set. They still have a few
hours to get the rest of it ready and that should work out
well, though I'm not sure how much they are going to put on
the show. Samoa Joe still has people to choke out too so let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Shotzi Blackheart/Ember Moon vs. Dakota Kai/Raguel Gonzalez
vs. Io Shirai/Zoey Stark

The winners get a Tag Team Title shot next week. Moon and
Shirai starts in on Gonzalez, who runs them both over with
straight power. Blackheart comes in to springboard armdrag
Gonzalez but Kai makes the save. Everything breaks down and
they all brawl on the floor, setting up dives from Shirai and
Moon, followed by a heck of a springboard dive from Stark to
take everyone out.

We take a break and come back with Gonzalez in control over
Blackheart and Shirai, including some running shoulders in the
corner to the former. Shirai gets in a shot of her own though
and Stark gets the hot tag to start cleaning house. A 619
rocks Kai and Shirai adds a springboard missile dropkick for
two. Blackheart hits a reverse Sling Blade for two on Shirai
and Moon comes in for stereo kicks to Kai and Shirai. A tiger
suplex gives Blackheart two on Kai with Gonzalez making the
save.

That means a quadruple teaming on Gonzalez until Kai makes the
save, meaning it’s time to load up the Tower of Doom. Gonzalez
breaks that up as well and Kai hits a heck of a top rope
double stomp on Blackheart. Shirai is back up with a moonsault


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2021/06/22/nxt-june-22-2021-old-nxt/

onto Gonzalez and Kai at the same time but Moon is back in
with the Eclipse to Stark. Kai hits Moon with a running kick
to the face for two, only to get palm striked down by Shirai.
The Moon Over Moonsault finishes Kai to give Shirai the pin at
14:08.

Rating: C+. Believe it or not, a team with less than five
matches together as team is getting a shot at the titles. I
know that’s hard to fathom, but this is Shirai and Stark’s
third match together, putting them ahead of some other
challengers. The match was action packed enough and Gonzalez
looked like a monster, which is exactly how she should be
presented.

The Way jumps Karrion Kross in the back. Referees break it up
and Kross swears revenge.

The Breakout Tournament is coming back in two weeks. Cool,
though we don’t get any brackets.

Bronson Reed is happy with the tournament being back but Hit
Row comes in to ask how he got the title. That would be hard
work, but Top Dolla (or Dolla King according to Reed) wants
the title on the line tonight. Swerve Scott is getting said
shot.

Here are a ticked off Karrion Kross and Scarlett, with Kross
daring Johnny Gargano to come out and face him. The JOHNNY
WRESTLING chants bring out Gargano, to say he isn’t afraid.
Gargano doesn’t have the sword that Kross was talking about,
but he has talent. He’'s smarter than Kross and here is Austin
Theory to jump Kross from behind. Kross fights back and sends
Gargano into the barricade. The steps are loaded up but
security and Samoa Joe break it up. Kross tells Joe he’'s doing
a h*** of a job and Scarlett says they’ll pay for that.

The battery 1is at 61%.

The Way bails in their car, with Gargano waving goodbye.



Roderick Strong vs. Asher Hale

Strong grabs a headlock to start and wrestles Hale to the mat
without much effort. Back up and Hale grabs a choke, only to
get sent face first into the buckle. A Rock Bottom backbreaker
plants Hale and a hard shot to the face puts him down again.
Strong cranks on both arms arms at once for the tap at 3:05.

Rating: C. This was a fine debut squash for the team as Strong
is likely to be the star. Let him get in there and show off
his new style with a bit of the old mixed in with the
backbreaker. They got in and out with a name who has been
slightly established on 205 Live, which is about as good as
that show is going to get at the moment. Not bad and I'm
curious to see where the team goes.

Post match, Malcolm Bivens says the Diamond Mine is open for
business.

Cameron Grimes vs. Ari Sterling

Speaking of people established on 205 Live, we have Sterling
who has done the same. Sterling snaps off a hurricanrana but
Grimes cartwheels to safety. Grimes tells him to kiss his
grits and sends Sterling to the floor, where a trip drops
Grimes face first onto the apron. A springboard moonsault to
the floor takes Grimes down and he drops a knee to the back
inside. Sterling’s standing corkscrew moonsault gets two and
he goes up top, only to miss a shooting star to a standing
Grimes. The Cave In finishes Sterling at 2:45. Simple come
from behind win here and it did what it was supposed to do.

Post match here is LA Knight to laugh at Grimes. The fans
think Knight sucks and Grimes agrees before challenging Knight
for the Million Dollar Title next week. That’s not
happening...but hang on as Knight has an idea. Knight has been
having problems with the little things, so he’ll put the title
on the line. When he wins though, Grimes is going to be his
butler. That's fine with Grimes, who has no problem being a



butler. Not that it matters though, as he’s winning the title
and taking it TO THE MOON! Nothing wrong with dusting off a
classic idea.

Io Shirai and Zoey Stark are ready for the Tag Team Title shot
but here is the Way to interrupt. They don’t think much of the
challenge, with Candice LeRae saying Shirai can be a sore
loser.

Here’'s Kyle O0’Reilly to say that all he wants is to fight
people who make him a better fighter. That’s why he is facing
Adam Cole again next week, because they went to war before.
Cue Cole, but here is Samoa Joe to make sure this doesn’t
break down. Cole says O0'Reilly is obsessed with him, with
0’'Reilly recapping their feud and accusing Cole of being the
one who 1is obsessed.

Cole laughs it off and talks about how he is the real star
around here and everyone knows it, even 0’'Reilly’s wife. That
is too far for 0’'Reilly, who tells Cole to never mention her
again. He was in the Undisputed Era with Cole and now it
disgusts him. Violence is teased but Joe says not now.
O0’'Reilly isn’t listening and pulls Cole into a heel hook.
Cole: “GET HIM OFF ME!” Joe walks away so security breaks it

up.

Tian Sha 1is ready for revenge on Jake Atlas and Mercedes
Martinez.

The battery is at 71%.

Hit Row fires up Isaiah Scott, who promises to win the North
American Title.

Tian Sha vs. Jake Atlas/Mercedes Martinez

Atlas and Martinez jump Boa and Xia Li to start with the guys
staying in the ring. Boa gets dropkicked down for two and it'’s
off to the women. Li kicks Martinez in the back but can’t grab



a suplex. Instead Martinez rolls her up for two and hits a
backdrop to send Li rolling outside. We take a break and come
back with Atlas making the hot tag to Martinez to clean house.

Martinez grabs a butterfly superplex for two with Boa having
to break up the cover. Atlas comes in for a belly to back
suplex/middle rope clothesline combination to get rid of Boa.
That leaves Martinez standing but Mei Ying stands up on stage.
Martinez goes for the staredown, allowing Li to get in a shot
from behind. Li kicks Martinez in the head for two...and the
referee stops it anyway at 8:24 (Martinez was covered but kind
of rolled up in the fetal position so her shoulders wouldn’t
go down. That looked really, really bad.).

Rating: C-. That ending looked awful as Martinez is either a
great actress or was knocked absolutely senseless. Hopefully
she’s ok because Li's kick looked great and it made her feel
like a monster. Tian Sha is an interesting group and I’'m
curious to see just what they do next, as there are a few
options.

Here are Tommaso Ciampa and Timothy Thatcher for a face to
face sitdown chat with MSK. Ciampa talks about how the champs
are the underdogs next week, because Thatcher has never held
gold in NXT and he is hungry. Nash Carter starts to cut Ciampa
off but everyone gets up with the chairs being thrown away.
MSK knows they are the young guns but they’re ready to fight.
That means a slap to Ciampa, with Thatcher having to be held
back. Ciampa gets in Carter’s ear to say keep the titles
shiny, because only tonight is free.

William Regal is excited about the Great American Bash. Sarray
comes up to say she would like a match with Toni Storm. Regal
will consider it.

The battery is at 81%.

Karrion Kross and Scarlett are leaving when Johnny Gargano and
Austin Theory jump him. Gargano slams the car door on Kross,



who pops up and chokes him out. Kross and Scarlett drive off,
with Samoa Joe popping up to drag Gargano back inside.

Great American Bash rundown.

North American Title: Bronson Reed vs. Isaiah Scott

Scott, with the rest of Hit Row, 1is challenging. Reed
headlocks him to start but has to fight out of a triangle
choke. Back up and Reed swats a crossbody out of the air,
setting up a gorilla press drop. Reed pulls Scott off the
apron to set up a splash as it’s all champ so far. Scott goes
after the leg and tries a sunset bomb to the apron, only to
have Reed sit on his chest in a smart counter.

We take a break and come back with Scott driving Reed into the
ropes for a German suplex. The half nelson doesn’t last long
so Scott settles for a choke, earning himself a flip over into
a crash. Scott is back up with a shot to the face, earning
himself a heck of a clothesline. Reed plants him with a Death
Valley Driver for two and it’s time for the Tsunami. Hit Row
offers a distraction but Top Dolla is sent crashing through
the barricade. Reed tosses Ashante Adonis onto him but the
distraction lets Scott hit the House Call. The 450 onto Reed’s
back is enough for the pin and the title at 13:12.

Rating: C+. As much as I'm surprised Reed lost the title, I'm
all the less surprised that Scott won it. Hit Row has come in
with some momentum and they needed something to validate their
status. That's what a win like this can do and it makes the
team feel that much more important. Good enough match too, and
it wouldn’t surprise me to see Reed on his way up to the main
roster sooner rather than later.

A celebration ends the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This was an interesting show as they were
pushing a lot of what was left for the Bash while also doing a
little something of their own. The Bash is a hue card at the



moment, almost feeling like a mini Takeover. If NXT can
deliver on something like that, they are going to be fine next
week. This week’'s show worked well, but it didn’t quite handle
the balancing act as perfectly as they could have.

Results

Io Shirai/Zoey Stark b. Shotzi Blackheart/Ember Moon and
Dakota Kai/Raquel Gonzalez — Moon Over Moonsault to Kai
Roderick Strong b. Asher Hale — Double arm crank

Cameron Grimes b. Ari Sterling — Cave In

Tian Sha b. Mercedes Martinez/Jake Atlas — Kick to Martinez’s
head

Isaiah Scott b. Bronson Reed — 450

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Ring Of Honor 19th
Anniversary Show: What They
Do Best/Worst

19th Anniversary Show
Date: March 26, 2021
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Location: UMBC Event Center, Baltimore, Maryland
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman, Rocky Romero

This is the Ring of Honor Wrestlemania season show and I get to continue
my tradition of taking forever to get to the company’s pay per views.
Things are still getting back to normal after the pandemic, though Rush
is still the World Champion and defending the title against Jay Lethal.
Let’s get to it.

Commentary kicks us off with some bad news: Dragon Lee is off the show so

Kenny King will defend the TV Title as a replacement.

Pre-Show: Brian Johnson vs. Eli Isom vs. Danhausen vs. LSG

Only two in the ring at a time but this is Lucha Rules. Johnson yells at
everyone else to start because he can’t shut up. Isom backdrops Johnson a
few times to start so it’s out to the floor, meaning Isom gets to take
LSG down. They pop up to a standoff but Johnson tags himself in and
shouts a lot. LSG scores with a rolling clothesline and backdrops Johnson
outside again but goes out with them, setting up Isom’s moonsault to take
them both down.

Danhausen isn’t sure what to do but eventually superkicks Johnson from
the apron (while being happy that Isom and LSG are holding Johnson in
place). That means a double handshake..until Isom and LSG pull Danhausen
off the apron and send him into the barricade. Back in and Isom sends LSG
flying with a suplex but Johnson is back in to clean house. A slingshot
splash gives Johnson two on Isom but he gets caught with his feet on the
ropes.

Isom goes up and gets crotched, allowing Johnson to hit a hanging cutter.
That’s enough to send Isom outside so LSG comes back in with a
springboard crossbody. Rock A Bye Baby gets two on Johnson but Isom is
back in with a high crossbody for two on LSG. Ism starts cleaning house,
including a face buster which sends Johnson’s knee at least ten inches
away from Isom’s knee. A triple clothesline puts everyone but Danhausen
down so here he comes to low bridge Johnson to the floor.

Suplexes abound, including a northern lights suplex for two on Johnson.



Good Nighthausen is broken up but Danhausen busts out the jar of teeth,
which go into Johnson’s mouth. Johnson freaks out and a triple superkick
makes it even worse. Isom plants Danhausen with a spinning DDT and
exchanges rollups with LSG. Danhausen is back in with Good Nighthausen
for two on LSG with Johnson making the save. Johnson hits the Process to
finish Danhausen at 10:52.

Rating: C+. The action was fun and there is something about Danhausen
that is just fun to watch. They keep him on these lower level matches so
he doesn’t make anything seem ridiculous and that is all he needs to do.
There is a place for someone like him and it makes for some fun moments
like this one here. Good choice for an opener with the right person

winning.

Pre-Show: Six Man Tag Team Titles: Mexisquad vs. Shane Taylor Promotions

Mexisquad is challenging and this is also under Lucha Rules. The champs
pose on the apron so Mexisquad dropkicks them all to the floor at the
bell. The triple dive takes the champs down again and it’s time to triple
team Shane inside. Some rapid fire strikes set up a double dropkick into
a frog splash for two but Moses and Khan make the save. Shane brings in

Khan, who gets triple teamed down as well.

Moses has had it with this and cleans house, including a spear for two on
Flamita. A swinging Downward Spiral gives Shane two but the Squad gets
together to take him down again. All three of them get onto the middle
rope for a triple splash to crush Shane but Khan is back in for the
Victory Lap (3D into a Downward Spiral) to knock Bandido silly.

Flamita is back up with a 619 to Shane, who sends Flamita into Bandido
for a double knockdown. That doesn’t last long as Flamita goes up, only
to have Bandido thrown into him for a crotching. Horus comes back in for
a tornado DDT on Shane but Moses takes him down. Khan’'s super Jackhammer
plants Flamita and an elevated DDT (MNM’s old Snapshot) retains the
titles at 7:51.

Rating: C. There was an idea here with the champs not being familiar with
the Lucha Rules to put them in trouble. The Squad continues to have

issues though and that seems to be building towards a split. I'm curious



to see where it goes and who turns heel as a result, but for now it is
nice to see the champs retain.

Post match, the Mexisquad gets in each others’ faces and a triple threat
is set for later.

Opening sequence.

The opening video starts with a collection of VHS and DVD's of Ring of
Honor events (that’s a cool visual), including a look at the first event.
Those shows inspired a new generation, and those wrestlers will be in
action tonight. We don’t get much of a look at the specifics of the show,
but I really liked that old show motif.

TV Title: Tracy Williams vs. Kenny King

King, with Amy Rose, is defending on behalf of Dragon Lee, who can’t
travel following surgery. Williams takes him down into something like a
seated abdominal stretch in a hurry. With that broken up, Williams starts
in on the leg and cranks away on the foot before switching over to a
front facelock. Back up and King unloads with right hands in the corner,
setting up his own seated abdominal stretch. You don’t do that to
Williams, who is right back with more leg cranking.

That’s broken up as well and King grabs a spinebuster into a tiger bomb
for two. Williams puts him on top, gets shoved down, and comes back with
a running enziguri anyway. That doesn’t get King very far as Williams
grabs a Death Valley Driver for two of his own. The Crossface is broken
up with a boot on the rope and King gets in a cheap shot for another near
fall. Rose throws in Williams’ Tag Team Title to set up a tug of war,
with Williams pulling him into a piledriver for the pin and the title at
7:14,

Rating: C. They kept this short as King wasn’t scheduled to be there and
both guys had to wrestle again later in the night anyway. I can go for
Williams getting a singles title though as he was rather good in the Pure
Rules tournament and should have gotten something of his own. Pushing a
traditional wrestler makes sense and it is nice to see him having some

Success.



Flip Gordon vs. Mark Briscoe

Grudge match and commentary tells us to expect a brawl. Briscoe slugs
away to start and chops him up against the rope, setting up a
brainbuster. A belly to back slam sets up a flipping backsplash for two
on Flip, who is right back with the Kinder Surprise to send Briscoe
outside. Back in and Gordon hammers away, setting up a fisherman’s suplex
for two. The Eye of the Hurricane gets two more but another springboard
is broken up with a shove out to the floor.

Briscoe hits the running Blockbuster off the apron (with Ian making a
pair of Blockbuster jokes) but Gordon catches him on top back inside,
setting up a top rope superplex for the double knockdown. They get up and
slug it out until Gordon nails a jumping knee to the face. Briscoe kicks
him to the floor though and pulls out a chair, which the referee gets rid
of because, you know, it’s a chair. The distraction lets Gordon get in a
low blow and Flip Five (I think? It’'s a TKO.) finishes Briscoe at 7:49.

Rating: C+. I liked this one a bit more as it felt like they were trying
to beat each other up because they want to hurt the other, which is the
idea behind a grudge match. The ending was a bit lame as it was just a
quick low blow into a finisher, but it could have been worse. Gordon
continues to not do much for me though, even if he is one of the more

prominent names around here.

Flip Gordon vs. Josh Woods

They'’re moving quick here and Silas Young is in Woods'’ corner. Woods
wrestles him down to the corner without much effort but Castle is back
with his own takedown. More grappling ensues until Woods puts him in the
ropes for a German suplex. Gordon bails out to the floor for a breather
but Castle runs back in for an elbow to the jaw. A running knee in the
corner staggers Woods, who misses a springboard knee.

Castle takes him outside for a whip into the barricade, followed by a

Russian legsweep back inside for two. The waistlock keeps Woods down for
a bit before they fight over a suplex. One heck of a right hand (a rarity
from Woods) sends Castle into the corner and Woods takes him outside for

a ram into the barricade (call it a receipt). Two more whips into the



barricade keeps Castle in trouble and a big right hand stagger him again.

A powerbomb onto the apron has Castle in even more pain and Young loads
up a chair. Woods isn’t having that and the distraction lets Castle get
in a few suplexes for two. The referee has to get out of the way of a
charge into the corner, where Young (intentionally) holds up the chair to
knock Woods silly. Castle didn’t seem to see what happens and gets the
pin at 10:19.

Rating: C. They had the two wrestlers doing most of a wrestling match
here until the storyline ending. The match wasn’t too bad, but this felt
like a TV match instead of something pay per view worthy. Young turning
on Woods will give them both something to do for awhile, but knowing Ring
of Honor, it will take at least two months to get anywhere.

Post match Young says he has been a patient man with Woods for over a
year but now Woods has defied him. This is the last time Woods will ever
defy him, because Young will hurt him in ways to make Woods question his
career. Young was a big rambly here but he got the point across.

Jay Briscoe vs. EC3

This is to decide if honor is real, as EC3 continues his babbling which
doesn’t seem to actually mean anything other than saying words in an
attempt to sound smart. EC3 is now the Essential Character, which seems
to just confirm what I thought about the controlling your narrative deal.
They talk trash to start with EC3’s running shoulder just giving us a
standoff. EC3 takes Jay down with a headlock and it’s back up for more
staring.

Some shoulders put EC3 down this time but he’s back up with a Thesz press
for some rights and lefts (EC3: “WHERE’S YOUR HONOR???"”) into a chinlock.
Back up and EC3 knees him in the ribs as commentary talks about how the
wrestling is confusing the brawling Briscoe. A powerbomb plants Briscoe
again and we hit the chinlock again (EC3: “Wrestling.”). Back up and EC3
grabs a TKO but charges into a Downward Spiral into the middle buckle.

Briscoe’s running big boot puts EC3 on the floor, with Briscoe hurting
his knee by following him out. Back in and EC3 grabs a superplex,



followed by an Angle Slam. That means more shouting instead of a cover,
setting up a brainbuster. EC3 misses a charge though and it’s a Death
Valley Driver onto the apron to knock him silly. Another running big boot

rocks EC3 but Briscoe’s knee is too banged up to cover.

The neckbreaker is broken up so Briscoe kicks him in the face again. EC3
is right back with his layout DDT to put them both down again. More
yelling about honor earns EC3 a Death Valley Driver and he starts
laughing. Briscoe can’t figure out how to finish him off and EC3 is back
with another Thesz press. Back up and a discus forearm rocks EC3 for two,
so now he offers a handshake. The Jay Driller finishes EC3 instead at
20:58.

Rating: B-. I don’'t know if I'm not smart enough to get what EC3 is doing
or if it’s just a bunch of nonsense, but it is one of the more worthless
gimmicks going in wrestling today. Maybe he’s trying to be all out there
or he’'s trying to mess with people’s heads, but it isn’t working for me.
The in-ring stuff was was good enough and it felt like a bit match. Just
find something that draws me in a bit more, because EC3 shouting about
honor isn’t doing it.

We get the post match handshake.
Quick recap of Mexisquad’'s issues on the pre-show, setting up this.

Flamita vs. Rey Horus vs. Bandido

This is going to be fast. Bandido and Horus seem cool but Flamita isn’t
interested in a handshake. Flamita takes them both down to start but
Bandido drops him to the floor. That gives us the Bandido vs. Horus
showdown, which might not have the impact that they were looking for
twenty seconds in. They shake hands until Horus starts kicking away, only
to get kneed in the face.

A spinning headscissors puts Bandido down and respect is shown. Flamita
is back in to send them both into the corner for some running
clotheslines. The tornado DDT plants Bandido to send him outside, with
Horus hitting a dive. Flamita hits a bigger dive and throws Bandido back
inside. Bandido reverses a headscissors into a faceplant as Horus comes



back in and gets kicked straight into the corner.

Flamita gets Bandido in an electric chair...where Bandido manages to
suplex Horus anyway (that’s a new one). That'’s enough for Bandido to send
Horus outside and now we get a bit more impactful showdown with Flamita.
They slap it out until Flamita hits a heck of a superkick into a spiral
bomb for two, with Horus diving in for the save. Flamita’s slingshot DDT
plants Bandido and it’'s a Muscle Buster into a gutbuster to Horus, with
the two of them landing on Bandido to give Flamita two.

That leaves Flamita to talk trash to the two of them, saying there is no
more Mexisquad. Flamita is sent to the apron so Bandido can hurricanrana
him to the floor. Back in and Horus wins the slugout, only to charge into
a pop up cutter. Flamita is back in though and a three way boot to the
face puts everyone down. Horus is up first with a satellite DDT to
Bandido and the super victory roll gets two on Flamita.

Horus is sat on top as Flamita electric chairs Bandido...who reverses
Horus’ high crossbody into a belly to bell, sending Flamita flying with a
poisonrana at the same time (at least I think, as that was nuts). Bandido
sends Horus outside for the big running flip dive, followed by a
springboard hurricanrana for two on Horus. The 21 Plex gives Bandido the
pin on Flamita at 10:48.

Rating: B+. This was exactly what you would have expected from these
three and that is where they shine. These guys know how to do some
completely insane stuff that worked amazingly well, as I was trying to
figure out what the heck they were doing. You could run these guys in any
combination for a LONG time and it was very fun here, as it should have
been.

Post match respect is offered but Flamita walks away again.

We go to a Police Athletic League gym for Vincent vs. Matt Taven as it's
time to go cinematic, or at least pre-taped.

Matt Taven vs. Vincent

Taven comes into the gym where it all started between these two, where



Vincent is waiting with a big WELCOME BACK MATT TAVEN banner. Vincent
talks about how Taven just wants the attention and then runs away as
Taven says come down here and fight. Taven runs up some stairs to find
Vincent, who jumps out near another ring to start the fight. After
Vincent dances with a mannequin, Taven sends him into the post and shouts
about how his world is a sad, sad world.

Vincent rolls outside so Taven’s suicide dive only hits some ladders
(freaking ow man). Apparently Taven’s photo is on the wall, with Vincent
pointing it out and then sending him into a filing cabinet. They go into
a hall way with Taven being thrown over a desk and landing on his wrist.
Back up and Taven throws him down some steps, setting up a big elbow over
said steps.

Vincent runs away and slams a door onto Taven’s head. They slug it out
and head into the room with the original ring, as Vincent asks if Taven
remembers this. Taven slams him onto a rack of chairs before taking him
into the ring. Vincent gets choked with a belt but manages a low blow to
get a breather. The ring mat is pulled back and a Dudley Dog onto the
exposed wood knocks Taven silly.

That means it’'s time for Vincent to talk about how Taven loves the pain.
Vincent drags...something towards the ring before throwing Taven onto a
platform. We pause for some dancing until Taven is thrown into a door.
They go up some more stairs and into some bleachers looking down at the
ring, where they wind up sitting on the balcony. Cue a large man in
overalls to shove both of them down through a table for a huge crash. The
large man carries Vincent out, meaning it’s a no contest at we’ll say
13:00. He would eventually be named Dutch, as the newest member of the

Righteous.

Rating: B-. I'm not sure what to think of this as it was more of a big
segment than a match. These two do feel like the eternal rivals so it
makes sense to do something like this. What we got was good, but as usual
with Ring of Honor, they don’t quite know how to wrap things up and it
can become quite the problem. Good for awhile and it didn’t overstay its
welcome, but it was a way to keep things going and that happens too
often.



Jay Lethal asks the referee to not stop the main event early. Deal.

Here is Queen McKay to bring out Maria Kanellis-Bennett, who is now on
the Ring of Honor Board of Directors. Maria gets straight to the point:
this summer there will be a tournament to crown a new Women’s Champion.
Anyone around the world is invited to come and compete but here is the
Allure to interrupt. Angelina Love doesn’t like the idea of Mara showing

up and taking over, wondering which position got Maria this position.

Maria laughs it off and says that Angelina’s career accomplishments mean
nothing since she hasn’t had a match in a year. She’ll offer Love a deal
though: win a match and she can have a first round bye in the tournament.
Love can face...Quinn McKay on Ring of Honor TV. McKay gives us an
adorable celebration and the staredown is on.

Dak Draper thinks he is the favorite in every match, including against
Jonathan Gresham for the Pure Title.

Jonathan Gresham is ready to shut Draper up and plant the Foundation flag

over him.

Pure Rules Title: Jonathan Gresham vs. Dak Draper

Gresham is defending and is giving up over a foot to Draper for a heck of
a visual. They stare at each other a bit (Draper down, Gresham up) until
Gresham’s takedown attempt goes nowhere. Draper takes him down instead
and drives a forearm into the face. Back up and Gresham has to jump to
grab a headlock, setting up a forearm to Draper’s face to even things up.
Another knockdown has Gresham in trouble but he avoids a handstand knee
drop.

Draper grabs him again and this time Gresham has to use a rope break. A
rolling waistlock has Gresham in more trouble and he can’t do much with
the much bigger Draper. Gresham gets planted again and Draper and twists
it over into a rollup for two, which allows Gresham to get back up.
Something like a reverse bearhug stays on Gresham’s ribs but he finally
grabs the wrist to get a breather, allowing him to dive to the ropes for
a second break.



This time Gresham gets to unload in the corner to put Draper down for a
change. Draper comes back with a knee into a Stretch Muffler, making
Gresham use his last rope break. An armdrag lets Gresham come back with a
springboard moonsault press into an ankle lock to put Draper in his most
trouble so far. That’s broken up in a hurry though and Draper hits a
running crossbody. Another Stretch Muffler is blocked with some kicks to
the head and Gresham kicks away at the leg.

A hard forearm to the side of the head gives Gresham two, with Draper
having to use the rope. Gresham stays on him and the second rope break is
gone too. There's the ankle lock and Draper is out of rope breaks too.
Back up and a hard right hand puts Gresham down, with the referee getting
to a nine count until Gresham rolls to the apron, which breaks the count
because he moved. Ok then.

Draper hits a great looking apron superplex, setting up a Doctor Bomb for
two. Frustration is setting in but the Magnum Drop is countered into an
armdrag. Another attempt is countered into a hurricanrana which is
countered into a sunset flip to give Draper two. A big boot sets up a
super sitout powerbomb (dang) for two more and Draper can’t believe it.
Draper kicks at the ribs some more and he tries another Stretch Muffler
but the knee gives out. That sends Draper outside so Gresham dives onto
him to grab a choke in a cool spot. Draper climbs back in with the hold
still on..but he’s out to retain Gresham’s title at 20:29.

Rating: B. This was a heck of a David vs. Goliath match with the ending
being a great way to go. Draper tried to use his power to fight through
Gresham but the octopus deal caught him. Gresham is fun to watch every
time and Draper got to show a bunch of potential here. Now just let him

win something, even if it is just a big match.

Commentary talks about what we just saw but Delirious comes in to whisper

something to Rocky Romero. It seems like we have a challenge.

Tag Team Titles: Foundation vs. La Faccion Ingobernable

Tracy Williams and Rhett Titus of the Foundation are challenging La
Bestia de la Ring (replacing Dragon Lee, his son) and Kenny King, with
Amy Rose. It’s a big brawl to start (perhaps before the bell) with



everyone heading outside. Williams gets whipped hard into the post,
leaving Titus to get dropped with a double dropkick. Bestia hits a
backsplash but Williams comes back in for the chop off.

Williams tells Bestia to bring it and gets dropped with a clothesline.
Another backsplash misses but King gets in a kick from the apron. King
comes in for an enziguri to the floor, setting up a slingshot corkscrew
dive. Back in and Williams manages a knockdown of his own, allowing the
tag back to Titus for the big slugout with King. Everything breaks down
and Titus clotheslines King into a Texas Cloverleaf.

Titus adds a half crab on Bestia but King grabs the rope, meaning both
holds are broken. King grabs something like Eddie Guerrero’s Lasso From
El Paso but Williams is out in a hurry. It’'s already back to Titus, with
Williams hitting a quick piledriver on King. Titus grabs a swinging full
nelson with Bestia having to make a save.

Bestia plants Williams with a Tombstone and chops it out with Titus. A
Codebreaker out of the corner gives Bestia one on Titus so Rose tries to
slide in a chair. Bestia doesn’t want it and turns back to Titus, who
nails some running boots in the corner. The full nelson knocks Bestia out

to give us new champions at 10:29.

Rating: C+. This one didn’t quite make it to the next level but it wasn’t
quite fair when you had champions teaming together for the first time.
Titus and Williams work well together with Williams being great at the
technical stuff and Titus having the size and heart to make it work. The
title change makes the show feel more important, though the match itself
was only pretty good.

Post match the big argument is on, with Rose slapping King in the face.
Bestia cuts Rose in half with a spear and the guys leave.

We recap Jay Lethal challenging Rush for the World Title. Remember the
last match which was a culture clash between two stables? Same thing
here, but the singles version.

Ring of Honor World Title: Rush vs. Jay Lethal




Rush is defending and has the horned mask with the white fur coat
because...I'm not sure actually. For the first time in Ring of Honor, Rush
actually shakes hands before we’re ready to go. A headlock sends Lethal
straight to the ropes so they go to the mat for some grappling. That
gives us a clean break and things reset a bit. They go right back to the
mat and it’s the same result as the feeling out continues.

Rush hits him in the face to make Lethal a bit more serious and they
strike it out in the corner. Lethal hiptosses him down for the basement
dropkick but Rush pops up, earning himself another dropkick. This one
sends Rush outside and it’'s a springboard dropkick to knock him off the
apron. Back to back suicide dives send Rush into the barricade and he
comes up holding his knee before Lethal can try the third. Lethal is
smart enough to go after the knee back inside but Rush hits him in the
face.

It’s back to the floor with Rush sending him into the barricade a few
times, meaning we need a camera cord. Rush chokes a bit and hits a
backdrop on the floor and it’s time to talk to the camera. They head back
inside with Rush kicking away and standing on Lethal’s head for a laugh.
Rush loads up the Bull’s Horns but stops to roll into Tranquilo instead.
Lethal uses the delay to send him into the corner and they’re both down
for a breather.

Some shots to the face just annoy Rush so they strike it out for another
double knockdown. Rush puts Lethal up top but gets shoved down, setting
up Hail To The King for two. The Figure Four goes on to put Rush in more
trouble as the knee gets banged up even more. The rope grab breaks that
one up in most of a hurry but Rush snaps off a rebound German suplex. A
knee to the face gets two on Lethal and a middle rope double stomp
connects for the same.

Something like the Calf Crusher has Lethal in trouble for a change but
Rush misses a top rope backsplash. The Figure Four goes on again and here
is La Faccion Ingobernable to offer a distraction. Cue the Foundation to
clear them out as Rush loads up the Bull’s Horns. That’s countered into a
spinebuster, setting up a cutter and the Lethal Injection for two in what
was Lethal’s best shot. Rush forearms him into the corner and the Bull’s



Horns sends Lethal outside. Back in and another Bull’s Horns retains the
title at 18:30.

Rating: B. It felt like a main event match but all of the clutter didn’t
help things. There was too much going on near the end and that brought
the rest of the match down. Lethal was a good challenge for the title and
he wore Rush down, but Rush still feels like a piece of the main event
scene rather than the big star. Given that he is approaching the longest
reign in the World Title’s history, they might need to find a way around
that. Still though, solid main event between two of the bigger stars the
company has had.

Post match the stables are back for another brawl (because that’s what
they do) with the Foundation getting beaten down. Cue Brody King to say
Rush finally did something without his family for a change. Rush has
always had the numbers advantage but now King has his own numbers. Cue
Tony Deppen, Chris Dickinson and Homicide to beat down La Faccion
Ingobernable but they spare the Foundation...for all of a few seconds
before laying them out as well. The new team poses to end the show,
because just two big stables wasn’t enough.

Overall Rating: B. It’s a good show, though it didn’t have anything that
really jumped off the page. As usual, Ring of Honor is rather strong with
the wrestling but not so much with the storytelling. The stable wars, now
with three instead of two, is more than played out and I didn’t need to
see another team added. There is nothing bad on here and it is an easy
three hour watch, but this wasn’t exactly the big spark that they needed.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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Daily News Update — June 29,
2021

The Money In The Bank Woes Have Begun.

Return Already Scheduled For Next Week’s Monday Night Raw.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/return-already-scheduled
-next-weeks-monday-night-raw/

Important Update On Damian Priest’s WWE Status.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/important-update-damian-
priests-wwe-status/

WWE RUMOR: Note On WWE'’s Final Weeks In The ThunderDome.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/wwe-rumor-note-upcoming-
monday-night-raw-taping/

Another Star Set For Money In The Bank Ladder Match.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/another-money-bank-ladde
r-match-qualifier/

Samoa Joe Opens Up On Return To NXT, New Responsibilities.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/samoa-joe-opens-return-n
xt-new-responsibilities/

VIDEO: Wrestling Match Serves As Gender Reveal.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/video-wrestling-match-ge
nder-real-party/
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Former WWE World Champion Open To Returning.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/former-wwe-world-champio
n-open-returning/

Vince McMahon Personally Scouting WWE Talent.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/vince-mcmahon-personally
-scouting-wwe-talent/

As always, please check out all of the videos if
you can, hit up the comments section and get on
the wrestling Rumors Facebook page.

Monday Night Raw — June 28,
2021: Get The Money Back

Monday Night Raw

Date: June 28, 2021

Location: Yuengling Center, Tampa, Florida
Commentators: Jimmy Smith, Corey Graves, Byron Saxton

We'll wrap up the first half of the year as we are on the way
towards the Money In The Bank. A lot of the spots have already
been filled in and this week we are finishing up the Raw’s
men’s qualifiers with a triple threat match. I’'ll take that
over the building momentum matches so let’s get to it.

Here are last week'’s results if you need a recap.

Adam Pearce and Sonya Deville tell us that Randy Orton is out
of the triple threat match for reasons beyond WWE’'s control.
Therefore we are going to have a battle royal for the
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spot...but here is Riddle with a (football shaped) letter from
Orton, saying Riddle should get the spot. The bosses think
Riddle wrote the letter, mainly because most of these words
aren’t real and there is a viper drawn in the corner. Riddle
offers to wrestle on Orton’s behalf and giving Orton the spot
if he wins. Deal.

Battle Royal

Riddle, Erik, Ivar, Jinder Mahal, Angel Garza, R-Truth,
Mustafa Ali, Drew Gulak, Akira Tozawa, Damian Priest, Jeff
Hardy, Cedric Alexander, Mansoor, Shelton Benjamin, Humberto
Carrillo

Only Riddle gets an entrance and it is good to see Priest back
in the ring. Gulak is out early (duh) and Cedric does his best
Road Dogg impression by wrapping all four limbs around the
bottom rope. Mahal dumps Benjamin and Mansoor throws Garza
over, but Garza lands on one foot and hops around to get back
in. Garza goes to eliminated Mansoor but Ali makes the save
and dumps Garza instead. Then, as you might have expected, Ali
tosses Mansoor.

The eliminations are teased among everyone else until Mahal
tosses Truth. Mahal sends Tozawa out as well in a scary
landing, allowing Gulak to steal the 24/7 Title. Then Truth
gets it back from Truth and Tozawa takes it from him because
this is still a thing. Cue Omos to pull both of the Vikings
out and then beat them up as we take a break. Back with Hardy,
Priest, Mahal, Riddle and Cedric still in.

That means a Priest vs. Mahal slugout with Priest kicking him
out in a bit of a surprise. Cedric reverses a Twist of Fate
and tosses Hardy out, setting up a lot of trash talking.
Priest gets rid of Cedric and Priest starts striking away,
only to get German suplexed down. The Bromission goes on but
Priest sends him to the apron for the break. Riddle hangs on
and grabs it again but Priest gets back inside. They fight to



the apron again and this time Riddle knocks him out for the
win at 14:48.

Rating: C-. They kept it fast paced enough here and moved some
stories forward, but it’'s rather tricky to rate these things.
That being said, this was a battle royal for a spot in a match
to determine a future shot at a champion at any time, with a
wrestler appearing in another wrestler’s place. That should be
enough to downgrade it a bit.

Riddle demands Randy Orton’s music be played.
Video on Shayna Baszler vs. Alexa Bliss.

Shayna Baszler is shuffling a deck of cards (there is a Shayna
Baszler Queen 0Of Spades deck but it’s not them) when Nia Jax
and Reginald come in to mock her for it. Baszler says it keeps
her from hitting people in the face but now she needs to deal
with Alexa Bliss and the doll. They all leave and Bliss 1is
watching.

AJ Styles is ready for Riddle and doesn’t like the suggestion
that Omos cheated the Viking Raiders in the battle royal.

Nikki Cross loves being a superhero and is so glad that she 1is
in Money in the Bank. She is one win away from being a
superhero, making her Nikki ASH: Almost A Superhero. There’s
your reference to the released WWE writer.

Nikki Cross vs. Shayna Baszler

Reginald and Nia Jax are here too. Cross starts fast with a
crossbody but Shayna sends her hard into the corner to take
over. Cue Alexa Bliss for a distraction though and Cross dives
onto everyone as we take a break. Back with Shayna kicking the
knee out and hitting a gutwrench faceplant for two. A running
knee in the corner connects but a Bliss distraction lets Cross
hit a tornado DDT. Jax goes over to glare at Bliss, who starts
mind controlling her. Reginald breaks it up so Bliss kicks Jax



in the leg and gives Reginald a low blow before leaving. The
distraction rollup gives Baszler two so Cross grabs la
majistral for the pin at 9:42.

Rating: D+. Another match where they got their weird
supernatural deal in and moved on, all while making sure to
turn Baszler into even more of a lower. I like the idea of
Cross winning something for a change, but egads man. What did
Baszler ever do to deserve losing so much in this horrible
angle?

We look back at Bobby Lashley destroying Xavier Woods last
week.

Here is Kofi Kingston for a chat. Last week, his best friend
Xavier Woods was locked in the Cell with Bobby Lashley and put
in everything he had, like he always does. Woods showed he can
hang at that level and he should get the respect he deserves.
Kofi was forced to watch Woods in the Hurt Lock from outside
the Cell and now it is time for some revenge.

Cue MVP, with Lashley’s women, to laugh off the idea that
Kingston is going to be able to beat Lashley. Kingston thinks
Lashley is going soft though, and that is coming from a
unicorn wearing, pancake tossing hip swiveler. MVP had to save
Lashley from losing the title a few weeks back and Kingston
knows he can win. Every week, a layer 1is stripped away from
Lashley and by the time we get to Money in the Bank, Lashley
might look like MVP.

Kingston talks about never taking time off as WWE Champion,
including taking the title to his hometown in Ghana to show
that anything is possible. MVP has Lashley on vacation and
taking days off and someone is going to take the title from
him. That is going to be Kingston at Money in the Bank. MVP
thinks Kingston did all that stuff to feed his own ego and is
sounding as confident as Woods did last week.

Kingston says Woods is going to be back next week and thinks



MVP has been milking his knee injury for the better part of
six months. MVP says he isn’t cleared for combat or else he
would take Kingston down. That’s enough for Kingston to go to
the floor and, after ducking a cane shot, hit Trouble In
Paradise. That’'s a bit aggressive over someone not medically
cleared.

We recap Doudrop turning on Eva Marie last week.

Eva Marie says Doudrop made a mistake last week so tonight
it’s a rematch so the Eva-Lution can continue. Doudrop looks
annoyed.

Asuka/Naomi vs. Doudrop/Eva Marie

Doudrop plants Naomi to start but misses a backsplash,
allowing the tag off to Asuka. That means a missile dropkick
into the corner and a kick to the face staggers Doudrop again.
The Asuka Lock goes on but Doudrop walks over for the tag to
Eva..who drops to the mat. Asuka goes after Doudrop but gets
knocked down. Naomi gets the same and it’s a seated crossbody
to give Doudrop the pin on Asuka at 2:19.

Eva Marie claims victory and Doudrop isn’t happy.

Miz and John Morrison talk Money in the Bank cashing in
strategy. Ricochet comes in to say not so fast and steals the
Drip Stick to spray them down.

Ricochet vs. John Morrison

Miz is on commentary as Ricochet blocks a kick to start and
hits a slam. Morrison takes him down into an armbar but
Ricochet fights up and kicks him to the floor. The baseball
slide hits but Ricochet can’t bring himself to hit Miz.
Instead Ricochet dives over said chair and hurricanranas
Morrison, setting up a Drip Stick blast to Miz.

We take a break and come back with Ricochet striking away,
including a knee to Morrison’s chin. A dolling Death Valley



Driver and a basement clothesline get two on Morrison but
Morrison 1is back with a knee to the face for the same.
Starship Pain misses and Ricochet knocks him to the floor,
with Morrison bailing over the barricade to avoid a dive.
Morrison sits on the barricade so Ricochet hits a dive for a
crazy disappearing crash. They’'re both done and that'’s a
double countout at 10:04.

Rating: C+. The ending alone deserves a boost as those two
disappeared over that barricade. That being said, this was the
same thing that WWE does every year with the Money in the Bank
participants: nothing matches which change nothing for the pay
per view, which will reset everything and ignore what has
happened in the previous few weeks.

We look at Charlotte beating Rhea Ripley via DQ at Hell In A
Cell.

Charlotte talks about how she and Natalya and Tamina know what
1s expected from them.

Charlotte/Natalya/Tamina vs. Mandy Rose/Dana Brooke/Rhea
Ripley

Hold on though as a huge brawl breaks out before the bell.
Everyone fights on the floor and we take a break before the
match starts. Dana headscissors Natalya to start but gets sent
outside where Tamina offers a distraction. Charlotte gets in a
shot to the back of the head of her own, allowing her to hit a
cheap shot on Ripley. Back in and the beating continues, with
Tamina stomping away in the corner.

Charlotte goes after the ribs but a slam is reversed into a
cradle for two. The kickout sends Brooke into the corner for
the tag to Ripley though and it’'s time to pick up the pace.
Natalya comes in and gets kicked in the head as everything
breaks down. Mandy slips out of a pair of Sharpshooter attempt
but Charlotte makes a blind tag. The big boot to the jaw
finishes Mandy at 5:33.



Rating: D+. The pre-match brawl was good but things go
downhill as soon as the bell rings. There is only so much you
can do with a couple of losers like Rose and Brooke and that
was apparent here. I'm sure they’ll get some fluke win and
that’s going to be enough for the title match, but it isn’t
like they have done anything to make the build work.

Post match Charlotte poses but Rhea chop blocks her. Charlotte
is limping.

Jaxson Ryker whips himself as the 24/7 goofs come in. R-Truth
stops to ask if Ryker hates himself or something. Ryker
explains the idea of his strap match with Elias and says he is
exploring the ways to inflict the most pain. Truth: “Thank you
for sharing man.” He asks if can borrow the strap after the
match so he can lasso Akira Tozawa. Ryker keeps whipping
himself and Truth runs off. Your new Raw star people.

Elias vs. Jaxson Ryker

Strap match and Elias jumps him before the bell. Ryker gets
tied over the post so Elias can pull him up by his arms for
some pain. Back in and Elias hits a jumping knee to knock
Ryker out of the air for two. That’s enough to fire Ryker back
up though and a few whips set up the swinging Boss Man Slam
for the pin at 3:31.

Rating: D. So yeah the push continues as Ryker’s entire deal
seems to be that he’'s really serious and intense. The strap
added a few spots here but these rather short gimmick matches
are always kind of hard to take. Pretty much nothing to see in
this one, but Ryker is probably going to be pushed pretty hard
going forward.

Riddle, channeling Randy Orton, 1is warming up when Damian
Priest comes up to give him a pep talk. After a Burger King
plug, Riddle holds out his hand to do the lock and key deal,
but when Priest doesn’t get it, Riddle admits that he isn’t
Orton. Priest knew, and wishes him luck.



Drew McIntyre talks about how tonight’s triple threat match 1is
like the Scots vs. the English vs. the Irish. They were all
fighting once (Drew: “I can’t remember why.”) and tonight he
is going to win. I'm not sure if I like these history lessons
or not but they’re energized.

Money In The Bank Qualifying Match: Drew McIntyre vs. Riddle
vs. AJ Styles

Omos is here with Styles and if Riddle wins, Randy Orton gets
the spot. McIntyre starts fast with the overhead belly to
belly suplexes, followed by the crazy high backdrop to Styles.
It'’s too early for the Claymore so they go outside, where
McIntyre loads up a powerbomb onto the announcers’ table.
Riddle dives out of the air to break that up but Styles posts
both of them to take over. Styles and Riddle fight to suplex
the other through the announcers’ table until Riddle settles
for one on the floor.

Back up and an enziguri drops McIntyre, allowing Riddle and
Styles to slam him through the announcers’ table. We take a
break and come back with Styles working on Riddle’'s leg but
wisely going outside to stomp on the still down McIntyre. Back
in and a half crab has Riddle in trouble, with Styles being
smart enough to keep it on when Riddle makes the rope. A
brainbuster gives AJ two but Riddle is back up with a hanging
DDT. The RKO is loaded up but AJ is back with something close
to a Burning Hammer for two.

McIntyre is back in though and gets rid of AJ, setting up the
reverse Alabama Slam to Riddle. The Claymore misses though and
Riddle dumps McIntyre out to the floor. Riddle is back up with
a penalty kick to each of them and the springboard Floating
Bro hits both of them for a big crash. Some kicks to the chest
have Styles and McIntyre down again but Styles sends a kick
into the steps.

Riddle thinks his (bare) foot is broken so it’'s time for some



medics to take him out. We come back from another break with
Riddle gone and McIntyre possibly tweaking his knee. A
neckbreaker takes Styles down but he slips out of a superplex
attempt. The fireman’s carry neckbreaker gets two, as does a
Michinoku Driver to Styles.

A quick Calf Crusher has McIntyre in trouble but here 1is
Riddle with a taped up ankle for the Bromission to break
things up. AJ goes for the ankle for the save but McIntyre is
back up. An enziguri, with the bad foot, drops McIntyre to the
floor and Riddle jumping knees AJ out of the air. The RKO hits
Styles but Omos pulls him out at two. The Claymore gives
McIntyre the pin on Riddle at 26:41.

Rating: B-. This was really long and the ending was a bit
disappointing, but at least they had some solid action to fill
in a large chunk of the show. Riddle fighting for his best
friend is a good story and I could go for more of that in the
future, though I don’t think Orton is going to be overly happy
with his partner taking the fall. Good main event overall, but
they could have chopped it down a bit.

Overall Rating: C-. The main event bailed out a good bit of
this show but the warm streak came to an abrupt halt here. A
lot of these matches were pretty dry or had annoying results
(again, mainly the women’s division, which has fallen off a
cliff in recent weeks, and it is still not the wrestlers’
fault) and a lot of this felt like filler instead of building
to the pay per view. That is where this season starts to get
hard to watch and you could feel it starting here. It wasn’t
the worst (the lack of Lily continues to help a lot) but it
was also not a show that you needed to see.

Results

Riddle won a battle royal last eliminating Damian Priest
Nikki Cross b. Shayna Baszler — La majistral

Doudrop/Eva Marie b. Asuka/Naomi — Running crossbody to Asuka
Ricochet vs. John Morrison went to a double countout



Charlotte/Tamina/Natalya b. Mandy Rose/Dana Brooke/Rhea Ripley
— Big boot to Rose

Jaxson Ryker b. Elias — Swinging Boss Man Slam

Drew McIntyre b. Riddle and AJ Styles — Claymore to Riddle

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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