A Few More Things I’ve Done
Recently

Here are a few articles I’ve put together for
Wrestlingrumors.net, including Part IV of the History of
Survivor Series.

http://wrestlingrumors.net/opinion-some-great-survivor-series-
matches/

http://wrestlingrumors.net/history-of-survivor-series-part-iv-
put-something-on-it/

Check the site out regularly as I do a lot of news over there
and there’s a great staff of people. The site 1is being
revamped and there’s a lot of stuff worth checking out. Also,
as cliched as it 1is, like their Facebook page and all
associated jazz.

https://www. facebook.com/wrestlingrumors

Survivor Series Count-Up -
2012: Surely he 1isn’'t Exactly
Like Doink

Survivor Series 2012
Date: November 18, 2012
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Location: Bankers Life Fieldhouse, Indianapolis, Indiana
Attendance: 8,500
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, John Bradshaw Layfield

While the main event is easy enough to explain, the other big match on
the card is one of the more confusing in recent memory. Originally, the
Survivor Series match was scheduled to be Team Mick Foley vs. Team CM
Punk. However, Punk was put in the title match instead so Team Punk
became Team Ziggler. A series of injuries and storyline changes resulted
in the match being completely different than originally announced. It
also didn’t help that Ziggler and Foley had almost no interaction on
television and no real reason to be angry at each other. Let’s get to it.

Pre-Show: 3MB vs. Zack Ryder/Santino Marella

It’'s Slater and Mahal (Jinder Mahal, who never did much) here. Ryder
starts with Mahal as Matt Striker rips Ryder on commentary. Mahal takes
him down with a shoulder block but gets caught in an armdrag. Off to
Santino who works on a headlock before it’s off to Slater for another
armdrag. Ryder comes back in as the announcers talk about Halloween a
good three weeks since it’s been over. McIntyre holds Slater’s belt from
the floor to avoids Santino’s dropkick. Tag off to Mahal who gets two off
a knee drop.

Back to Slater for some shots in the corner but he gives up the hot tag
to Santino for all his usual antics. Heath punches him down and brings
Jinder in again for some knee drops off the ropes. Santino misses a
double clothesline which gives Slater another near fall. The Band stays
on Marella but he backdrops Mahal down, allowing for the lukewarm tag off
to Ryder. The Broski Boot connects and everything breaks down. A Rough
Ryder connects on Slater but the legal Mahal sneaks in with a full nelson

slam for the pin on Zack.

Rating: D+. This wasn’t much to see. It isn’t a bad match or anything but
how good can a match be when 3MB is getting a clean pin? That’s not
exactly a match that’'s going to light the world on fire. Also, you're
trying to get a crowd going for a show, you have Santino Marella, and he
doesn’t get the hot tag?



The opening video talks about the history that has taken place at this
show, ranging from Undertaker and Rock debuting, Montreal, and Rock and
Cena teaming up for the first time ever. We then shift over to the main
event hype videos you would expect, focusing on the World Title matches
and...nothing else. Seriously Foley vs. Ziggler isn’t mentioned here at
all. There is a nice idea of Punk surviving as champion at various
amounts of days into his reign.

Team Clay vs. Team Tensai

Brodus Clay, Justin Gabriel, Tyson Kidd, Sin Cara, Rey Mysterio
Tensai, Primo, Epico, Prime Time Players

This is a bonus match to fill out the card. Clay is a big man who likes
to dance, Tensai is formerly known as Albert/A-Train, Epico and Primo are
cousins from Puerto Rico, Kidd is a high flier from Canada and the Prime
Time Players are Titus 0’'Neil and Darren Young, a team who used to fight
each other on NXT. This was also back when Tensai was all evil but was a
total joke by this point, just as he had been all along.

Kidd works on Epico’s arm to start before taking him down into a
headlock. Epico is sent to the floor but manages to send Kidd face first
into the apron to take over but it’s quickly off to Gabriel. A sunset
flip gets two for Justin and he cranks on Epico’s arm as well. Back to
Kidd for a headscissors before putting on another armbar. That doesn’t

last long as Mysterio comes in with a low dropkick for two.

Young gets the tag and is almost immediately sent face first into the
middle buckle, allowing for a tag off to Sin Cara. The masked men hit a
combination wheelbarrow slam/X-Factor for two on Young, sending him over
to the corner for a tag off to Primo. Cara hits a quick cross body for
two and a sunset flip gets the same as this is a very fast paced match.
Tensai gets the tag and runs over Cara with a few slams as JBL lists off
Tensai’'s Japanese accomplishments.

Off to Titus as Sin Cara is in a lot of trouble. Another slam puts Sin
down and it’'s off to Primo for a camel clutch. Tensai comes back in to
work over the downed Cara but goes after the rest of the team instead of



covering. Sin Cara gets up for an enziguri, allowing the hot tag to Clay.
Brodus cleans house and the Players, Epico and Primo are sent to the
floor. Kidd and Gabriel hit stereo dives to take out the cousins followed

by Asai moonsaults from Cara and Mysterio to take out the Players.

The monsters are going at it back inside and Clay botches his high collar
suplex, making it into more of a lifting downward spiral. Tensai avoids a
charge in the corner and shoulders Brodus down, setting up a backsplash
for the elimination. Gabriel comes in with some kicks to the side but
gets taken down by a big shoulder block. Off to Titus for an abdominal
stretch followed by a backbreaker. Back to Tensai for two off a
backsplash but he misses a second one, allowing Gabriel to get a quick
rollup for the elimination.

Titus comes in to stomp on the spent Gabriel before it’'s back to Epico
for a chinlock. Epico misses some elbow drops, allowing Gabriel to make
the tag off to Tyson. Kidd heads to the apron but gets sent to the floor
where Primo gets in a cheap shot. Back inside with Primo now legal but
getting forearmed in the face. Cole says Primo has been a general out
there.

Back to Titus who crotches himself off a missed big boot, allowing Tyson
to kick him in the side of the head, setting up a rolling cradle for the
pin and an elimination. Young comes in to keep the pressure on Kidd
before it’s back to Epico for some rolling belly to back suplexes. Not
that they matter though as Kidd sweeps the legs and puts on the
Sharpshooter to get rid of Epico. Cole of course talks about Montreal.

Primo comes in now but gets elbowed in the ribs for his efforts. He comes
back with a quick belly to back suplex, only to go up top and dive into a
dropkick to the ribs. The hot tag brings in Mysterio who rolls through a
sunset flip and kicks Primo in the face for two. A seated senton looks to
set up the 619 but Primo moves to the side, only to get caught in La
Majistral for the pin. Darren Young is left all alone and it’s finishers
a go-go until Rey finishes him with a top rope splash for the win.

Rating: C. The winners were never really in doubt but this was the right
way to get a show going. The fast paced stuff worked very well here with



all of the smaller guys hitting their dives to wake the crowd up and give
them a fun match. It’s no masterpiece or anything but it did exactly what
it was supposed to do. A little trivia for you: that loss makes Tensai

0-5 at Survivor Series, good for the worst record ever at the show.

Kaitlyn is on her way to the ring when someone in black attacks her.
Kaitlyn fights back to reveal a blonde wig which falls off as the
attacker leaves. Eve pops up and acts all shocked even though she’s evil
at the moment. The attacker wound up being Aksana in a meaningless story.

Divas Title: Kaitlyn vs. Eve Torres

Eve is defending. Kaitlyn jumps her to start and pounds away in the
corner before sending Eve out to the floor. The champion is sent into the
barricade and apron before heading back inside for some hair pulling. Eve
kicks her in the ribs and slams Kaitlyn'’s head into the mat over and over
for two. Off to the corner for some choking and an elbow to the back gets
two on Kaitlyn.

Eve puts on a figure four choke before clotheslining Kaitlyn down for no
cover. Kaitlyn pops back up to break up the moonsault, sending Eve out to
the floor. Back in and Eve is tossed around by the hair followed by a
fireman’s carry gutbuster for two. Eve comes right back by sweeping

Kaitlyn’'s legs out and finishing her with a swinging neckbreaker.

Rating: D. As is the case with the Divas around this time, there isn’t
much to brag about other than the girls looked good in their outfits.
Kaitlyn just wasn’t that good in the ring and didn’t get much better in
the future. Eve was better but her character had hit a ceiling around
this time.

Team Ziggler argues over who is the leader.

Team Foley argues over who will survive. Foley unites them in a BANG BANG
chant, save for Orton. Foley: “Randy?” Orton: “I hate you.” Foley: “He’s
ready.”

US Title: Antonio Cesaro vs. R-Truth

Cesaro (known as the Swiss Superman) is defending and asks why Americans



are thankful. The only thing he can think of is how great of a champion
he is. Truth gets a quick rollup, sunset flip and rolling cradle for two
each before thrusting his hips a bit. Cesaro comes back with a headbutt
and a clothesline before pounding away on Truth in the corner. O0ff to an
armbar but a USA chant gets Truth to his feet. The champion shoulders him
in the corner and puts on a body vice to keep Truth down again.

A knee to the ribs gets two as JBL lists off some facts about Cesaro’s
rugby career. Cole brushes him off and starts listing off rugby facts of
his own, sending JBL into a hilarious rant about Cole not listening and
asking if Cole is a parrot. The gutwrench suplex gets two for Cesaro and
an uppercut gets the same. Back to the body vice for a bit before Truth
makes his comeback. Some clotheslines take Cesaro down and a spinning
kick to the face gets two. A front suplex gets the same for Truth but the

ax kick misses and Cesaro Neutralizes him to retain.

Rating: D. Other than JBL’'s rant there was nothing to pay attention to
here. These kind of title defenses tend to be very dull as someone like
Truth isn’t going to take the title off Cesaro. For the life of me I
don’t get why Cesaro isn’t a bigger deal than he is today. The guy has
everything you would need but he doesn’t get that big push.

We get a clip from Raw of voicemails from AJ (a psychotic Diva who grew
obsessed with various wrestlers), saying that she wants to end her
relationship with Cena, but she loses control when she sees him. AJ
claims that Ziggler hacked her phone and set those up. Ziggler makes fun
of Cena’'s, ahem, performance issues, drawing out Cena as backup. AJ
slapped Ziggler down without Cena doing a thing.

Here’s AJ with some evidence against someone for something. Over the last
month Vickie has been trying to prove that AJ is having an affair with
Cena (remember that they’'re both single at this point) which AJ thinks
means Vickie has something to hide. This brings out Vickie, ranting as
always about how much power she has and how she’s being disrespected.

AJ has pictures of Vickie eating with various wrestling personalities and
this is scandalous! I’'ve spent a long time trying to block this storyline
out of my head but now I'm remembering how dumb it was. Vickie is shown



in a one piece leopard swimsuit dancing with Brodus causing her to shout
a lot. Slapping is threatened but they both get fired for touching the
other, so here’s Tamina Snuka to destroy AJ on Vickie’s behalf. This
story would keep going for WEEKS.

Paul Heyman talks about how Punk is now #8 on the all time list for
longest title reign and will be rising up the ranks even further after
tonight because he’s the best in the world. Heyman is just awesome at
promoting his gquys.

We recap Big Show vs. Sheamus. Not much of a story here other than they
had a war at Hell in a Cell with both guys kicking out of each others’
finishers in a great match. Tonight is a rematch.

World Heavyweight Championship: Sheamus vs. Big Show

Big Show is defending. It’s another brawl to start with Sheamus pounding
away but Big Show gets in a few shots of his own to take over. The big
chop misses in the corner and Sheamus gets in some more shots to little
avail. Finally Sheamus wakes up and goes after the knees before tying
Show up in the ropes for the forearms to the chest. Big Show escapes to
the floor but Sheamus dives off the apron to get in even more right hands
to the head.

Back in and Sheamus goes up top but Big Show spears him out of the air in
a cool looking crash. They head outside again with Show sending Sheamus
into the steps. Sheamus is thrown back in and can barely move. Big Show
steps on Sheamus’ ribs a few times as the match has slowed way down. A
huge elbow drop gets two and we hit the nerve hold. Sheamus fights up
quickly but walks into a side slam for two as the match stays in slow
motion. Since the slams aren’t working, Show just stands on Sheamus’
head. Sheamus fights up and grabs a sleeper but Big Show throws him off.

Big Show is getting winded so Sheamus pounds away as much as he can, only
to miss a charge and go shoulder first into the post. The Final Cut gets
two and Show goes to the middle rope, only to be caught in an electric
chair of all things for two. They slug it out from their knees and

Sheamus takes over, knocking Show down with a running ax handle.



The Brogue Kick and chokeslam are countered and Sheamus gets two off
White Noise. Now the fans are getting into this again. Sheamus loads up
the Brogue Kick again but takes out the referee by mistake. Four people
immediately come out to check on the referee as the replay shows the
champion pulling him in the way. Big Show knocks out Sheamus and one of
the referees counts a pin to end the match out of nowhere.

Rating: C. The match was slow for the most part and the ending hurts it

even worse. This took all the good stuff out of their match at Hell in a
Cell and turned it into a dull imitation. This needed to be two monsters
firing bombs at each other until neither guy could get up but instead it
was your usual Big Show match at about 4 miles per hour.

Post match Show is disqualified and Sheamus lays the alleged thirty one
chair shots on him. I never remembered it being that many and that’s
because it’s more like eighteen and a Brogue Kick. Big Show crawls to the
back as WE WANT ZIGGLER (Mr. Money in the Bank) chants are ignored.

Team Ziggler vs. Team Foley

Dolph Ziggler, Alberto Del Rio, David Otunga, Damien Sandow, Wade Barrett
The Miz, Kofi Kingston, HELL NO, Randy Orton

So as I said, it was supposed to be Punk vs. Foley over old school vs.
new school, but Punk was put in the main event and Ziggler was picked
despite having no issue with Foley. The match was originally
Punk/Sandow/Miz/Del Rio/Rhodes, but Cody got hurt and Miz felt he didn’t
deserve the spot, so Miz was replaced by Barrett and Cody was replaced by
Otunga.

Ryback was originally on Team Foley but was moved to the main event and
replaced by Miz in a Raw poll. As you can see, the match is a huge mess
and almost no one was interested in it for the most part. HELL NO (Kane
and Daniel Bryan) are the Tag Team Champions and Kofi is Intercontinental
Champion of course. Sandow is an intellectual.

Kofi grabs a quick rollup for two on Otunga to start. David avoids a
quick Trouble in Paradise but gets caught by a dive on the floor.



Otunga’s trunks are pulled up a bit as Bryan comes in with his kicks. Off
to Sandow for the Russian legsweep and the Wind-Up elbow gets two. Bryan
fights out of a chinlock and fires off the kicks to the chest to send
Sandow out to the floor. Damien says good luck and walks out but Kane
will have none of that. Back in and Bryan’s big kick to the head sets up
a chokeslam for a fast elimination.

The Tag Team Champions get in an argument for no apparent reason,
allowing Ziggler to hit a quick Zig Zag on Kane for the pin. That makes
the move look strong if nothing else. Orton and Miz get in a quick fight
for some reason but Randy catches a sneaky Ziggler in the slingshot
suplex for two. Off to Kofi for the matchup that will not die with
Ziggler being launched face first into the buckle for two. Back to Bryan
who gets poked in the eye, allowing Dolph to tag in Barrett.

Bryan shouts NO a lot but misses a charge into the corner, setting up
Barrett’s big boot in the ropes. Otunga comes in again and the YES Lock
goes on almost immediately for the submission. It’s 4-3 with Foley in the
lead as Del Rio comes in with a chinlock on Bryan. Back up and Del Rio
misses a charge into the corner, allowing Bryan to kick him out to the
floor. Kofi gets the not very hot tag and kicks Del Rio down, setting up
the Boom Drop for no cover. Instead Ziggler distracts Kofi so Trouble in
Paradise misses, but Kofi runs up the corner for a cross body and two.

Wade comes right back with the Bull Hammer for a quick pin, getting us
down to 3-3 (Orton/Miz/Bryan vs. Barrett/Ziggler/Del Rio). Orton comes in
right away and suplexes Barrett down before cranking on the arm. Miz
doesn’t seem interested in a tag but Bryan is glad to come in and work on
an arm. A middle rope dropkick gets two and Bryan snaps off even more
kicks. Barrett avoids a big one and tags in Del Rio but Alberto has to
fight out of a quick YES Lock attempt.

Alberto tries a running enziguri in the corner but hits the arm instead,
setting up the cross armbreaker for the elimination. Miz comes in for the
first time and scores with some left hands before it’s back to Orton for
his traditional stuff. Back to Ziggler who takes over on Randy with a big
elbow followed by a chinlock. Orton fights up and launches Ziggler into

the air in a nice crash.



A double tag brings in Barrett and Miz with the American connecting with
the corner clothesline. The Skull Crushing Finale is countered into a
pumphandle attempt (called Wasteland by Cole) but Miz escapes into the
Finale for the elimination to tie us up at two. Del Rio comes in next but
charges into a DDT for two. Alberto grabs a German suplex for two but
gets pulled off the middle rope in a crash. Miz misses the corner

clothesline and gets enziguried for an elimination.

That leaves Orton vs. Ziggler/Del Rio with Alberto starting for his pair.
Orton fires off some punches but gets caught by a cheap shot, allowing
Ziggler to come in and slow things down. Alberto is back in very quickly
with a double stomp to the ribs but goes up top, only to dive into a
dropkick. Ricardo trips up Orton, earning him Socko down the throat.
Ziggler accidentally dropkicks Del Rio and gets sent into the post. A
quick RKO takes out Alberto and it’s one on one now with Orton having

that evil look in his eyes.

Orton immediately goes into RKO mode but Ziggler holds the ropes and hits
the Zig Zag for a quick near fall. So it can beat Kane after he’s taken
no damage at all but Orton kicks out at two after twenty minutes? Score
one for the Viper. The Fameasser misses and Orton hits the Elevated DDT
despite bleeding from the mouth a bit. Orton loads up the Punt but walks
into a superkick for the pin.

Rating: C-. Here'’'s the problem again: the match isn’t bad but there’s no
reason for these guys to be fighting each other. Yeah they’ve all feuded
with each other at some point in the past, but there’s nothing going on
setting up this match. It’'s really just ten guys fighting each other with
a minor feud here or there. There was no reason to care about this match
and that’s exactly how the match felt. Decent match, but the absence of
emotion held it back.

We recap the main event. Punk has been champion for a year almost to the
day, Ryback got screwed over by referee Brad Maddox inside the Cell and
Cena gave Ryback his spot in the Cell due to injury. The solution was a
triple threat match.

WWE Championship: John Cena vs. Ryback vs. CM Punk




Punk, with Paul Heyman in his corner, bails to the floor to start and
gets chased by both challengers. Ryback finally catches him in the corner
but Cena wants to do it himself and pulls Ryback away, allowing Punk to
get in shots on both guys. Ryback kicks him in the chest and Cena adds a
bulldog before Ryback clotheslines Punk to the floor. It’s the battle of
the heroes with Cena pounding away but Ryback escapes the AA and knocks
Cena to the outside.

Punk is back in now and scores with a snap suplex on Ryback, but the
monster pops right back up and gorilla presses the champion into a fall
away slam. Cena comes back in with a belly to belly for two on Ryback
before putting on a chinlock. Punk breaks it up with a top rope ax handle
and Cena falls to the floor. Another ax handle attempt is caught in
midair but Punk takes Ryback down with a neckbreaker. Cena sneaks in with

a rollup for two but Punk DDTs him down for two more.

With Cena down, Punk channels his inner Austin Aries and puts on the Last
Chancery but Ryback lifts Punk into the air for a powerslam. Cena grabs
the ProtoBomb on Ryback but Ryback pops up, leading to a slugout. The
shoulder blocks look to take Ryback down but Punk pulls John to the floor
and sends him into the steps. Punk’s springboard clothesline gets two on
Ryback and we hit the chinlock. Ryback fights up and slams Punk down
followed by the Meathook. Cena breaks up the Shell Shock and puts Ryback
in the STF but it’s Punk with the Macho Elbow for the save.

Everyone is down now and Punk might have hurt himself on that elbow. He's
up first but can’t hit the GTS on Cena. Punk and Cena slug it out but
Ryback clotheslines both guys down to take over again. Ryback sends both
guys to the floor for some reason but they double team Ryback down as a
result. A double suplex puts Ryback through the table and they head
inside for the real showdown.

Punk grabs a GTS out of nowhere for two and Heyman is livid. The AA gets
the same result other than Heyman being relieved. Punk comes back with
the running knee but the bulldog is countered into the STF. Ryback makes
the save and throws Cena into the barricade to put him down. The Meathook
and Shell Shock lay out Punk but Cena makes a diving save. The Shell
Shock lays out Cena as well...but here are three guys in black to destroy



Ryback. They pound away on Ryback and take him to the floor for a
TripleBomb through the table. Punk crawls over and pins Cena to retain.

Rating: C+. It's probably the best match of the night but that’'s not
saying much at this point. Punk winning was a good idea and set up more
stuff down the line which is the best possible outcome. You could feel
the wind blowing as Ryback fell down the card though and he wouldn’t
really recover. Fairly good match but nowhere near enough to save the
show though.

The three men would be revealed as Roman Reigns, Seth Rollins and Dean
Ambrose (DUN DUN DUN!), which Cole tells us during Punk’s celebration to
end the show.

Overall Rating: D. Man alive has time been cruel to this show. Watching
it live there was some drama, but looking back you have two LONG Survivor
Series matches with no real story behind them and two screwjob finishes
in title matches. Shield would become a bigger deal but no one knew that
at this point. This was a “tune into Raw tomorrow night” show and that’s
not good for the Survivor Series.

Ratings Comparison

3MB vs. Zack Ryder/Santino Marella
Original:

Redo: D+

Team Clay vs. Team Tensai
Original: B-

Redo: C

Eve Torres vs. Kaitlyn

Original: D-

Redo: D



R-Truth vs. Antonio Cesaro
Original: D

Redo: D

Sheamus vs. Big Show
Original: C-

Redo: C

Team Foley vs. Team Ziggler
Original: C-

Redo: C-

Ryback vs. John Cena vs. CM Punk
Original: B-

Redo: C+

Overall Rating

Original: D+

Redo: D

About the same down the line. It sucked back then and it
sucked now. I actually watched most of this show late and
while still tired from a flight the first time around but
apparently it had more problems than that.

Here’s the original review if you'’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/21/survivor-series-2012-
a-filler-ppv-disquised-as-a-major-show/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
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book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Smackdown - November 15,
2016: Out of Character
Moments

Smackdown

Date: November 15, 2016

Location: Mohegan Sun Arena, Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania

Commentators: Mauro Ranallo, David Otunga, John Bradshaw Layfield, Tom
Phillips

It’s the 900" episode and also the final show before Sunday’s Survivor
Series. That means there’s a lot of potential for hijinks and shenanigans
tonight, which could mean for a very entertaining show. If nothing else
maybe they can do something other than having wacky partners who can’t
get along four times in one night. Let’s get to it.

We open with a quick montage of great Smackdown moments before previewing
tonight’s show. It’s always cool to see the older days and WWE knows how
to pull those things off very well.

Daniel Bryan and Shane McMahon come out and welcome us to the show,


http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/11/15/smackdown-november-15-2016-out-of-character-moments/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/11/15/smackdown-november-15-2016-out-of-character-moments/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/11/15/smackdown-november-15-2016-out-of-character-moments/

mainly focusing on the big events before introducing the first match.

Intercontinental Title: The Miz vs. Dolph Ziggler

Miz is challenging and the winner gets to defend against Sami Zayn on
Sunday. After the Big Match Intros, Mauro starts in with the standard
talking points about how awesome the Intercontinental Title is. Miz gets
him to the ground to start but can’t hit either finisher before we take
an early break.

Back with both guys down before Miz hits the Reality Check for two. It'’s
time to start in on the knees until Miz gets sent leg first into the
buckle to give the champ a breather. The big elbow gets two for Ziggler
and he grabs the sleeper, sending Miz straight to the ropes. The
Fameasser (without much contact of course) gets two for Ziggler and we
take a second break.

We come back again with Miz mocking Bryan’s YES pose before starting with
the YES Kicks. A running knee to the face sets up the Skull Crushing
Finale with Mauro falling victim to the “WELL THAT HAS TO BE IT”
syndrome, guaranteeing that Ziggler kicks out at two. The Zig Zag gets
the same result for the champ (because WWE doesn’t know many ways to do
big matches) but here’s the Spirit Squad for the distraction to set up
the Figure Four. Ziggler makes the ropes and grabs a small package, only

to have Maryse shove it over so Miz can get the title back at 17:53.

Rating: B. This wasn’t quite as good as the No Mercy match but that
doesn’t mean it wasn’t entertaining. I'm a bit sick of the Spirit Squad
interfering every single time as they really don’t have much else to do
with Ziggler at this point. The same finish could have been done without
them but I’'ve seen worse ideas. At least Miz won and should be able to
have a better match as a result.

We look back at the end of last night’s show.
Clip of Steve Austin destroying the DX Express back in 2000.

Alexa Bliss presents her case for a rematch against Becky Lynch to Bryan,
who gives it to her but won’t give her a date. Cue Natalya with that



freaking whistle but her inspirational message sends Bliss storming off.

Kalisto vs. Oney Lorcan

Lorcan is from NXT and goes right after Kalisto with a knee to the head.
A suplex gets two as JBL tries to convince us that Lorcan is similar to
Brian Kendrick. The Salida Del Sol gives Kalisto the pin at 1:14.

Undertaker picks up his hat.
Clip of Rock vs. HHH from the first episode.
Quick montage of Rock’s appearances on Smackdown.

The Smackdown tag team Survivor Series team is ready for Sunday. Heath
Slater and Rhyno have brought in a motivational speaker: KING BOOKAH!
Before he can read a proclamation, Breezango comes in to give Booker a
ticket for his fashion sense. This turns him into Booker T. to yell at
Breezango and hit the catchphrase. An ALL HAIL KING BOOKER chant breaks
out. This was perfect for a quick cameo.

Clip of John Cena debuting against Kurt Angle in 2002.

Nikki Bella vs. Carmella

Feeling out process to start with Carmella doing You Can’t See Me. A snap
suplex puts Carmella down and Nikki mostly botches a dropkick which
barely grazes Carmella in the ribs. Carmella comes right back by slamming
Nikki neck first onto the floor before ramming her face in for good

measure.

Back in and Carmella grabs a chinlock, which actually makes sense for
once. We hit the hair pulling but Carmella stops to dance for no apparent
reason. The Bronco Buster misses...and here’s Charlotte through the crowd
to have a seat as we take a break. Back with a Disaster Kick sending
Carmella outside and the big shout off between Bella and Charlotte. The
brawl is on and it’s a no contest at 11:34.

Rating: C. I really don’'t know why Nikki vs. Charlotte is supposed to be
some big deal when we saw it about a year ago and it wasn’t anything



special. I know Nikki is the star of the Smackdown women’s division but
at least give us something a little more fresh. Either that or just put
the title on Nikki already so we can hear how inspiring it is.

Team Raw comes in for the beatdown (including Bayley, which is pretty out
of character for her) and Carmella joins in. Team Smackdown runs out for
the save with Carmella celebrating with them, which is just stupid on all

counts.

Renee Young previews Goldberg vs. Lesnar, which means she introduces a

video package on the match.

Headbangers/Ascension/Spirit Squad/Vaudevillains vs. Usos/Hype

Bros/Breezango/American Alpha

The official Smackdown team take turns on Mikey to start but Jimmy tags
himself in, much to Jordan’s annoyance. Gotch comes in and gets the same
treatment as the fans want Slater. Well they have him, albeit on the
floor as extra support. Rawley, in Zubaz pants, gets two off a running
seated senton and it’s off to Ryder vs. Viktor. Everyone heads to the
floor and we take a break during the big shouting match.

Back with Ryder fighting out of the corner and making the hot tag off to
Gable for some house cleaning. Everything breaks down with one team
coming in to take out the next until only the Usos are left for a big
double dive to take out about ten people. A slightly botched Grand
Amplitude ends Thrasher at 10:40.

Rating: D+. There’s only so much you can do in a match like this where no
one is going to get any significant time and the whole thing is going to
be a mess. It was fun enough though and they were smart to leave this at
four teams each instead of adding the extra four people. Sunday’s version
should be fun with a little more drama and a chance for people to shine a

bit more.

It’s time for the Cutting Edge with the Smackdown team as special guests.
Edge’s hair has grown out a bit and he has a good sized beard, making him
look a bit like Mick Foley. After a break, Edge talks about bleeding blue
and brings out the team as a group. Edge shakes Ellsworth’s hand because



James has been such an inspiration for him. Ellsworth is stunned but
manages to ask for a Five Second Pose. That'’s not cool with the champ
though because it should be him getting the attention instead of James.

Instead, Edge asks Orton what's up with joining the Wyatt Family. Bray
says the Randy that Edge once knew is dead because this Sunday, the world
will see a more dangerous viper. Shane takes the mic and says they only
have to get along for one night but AJ starts ripping into Ambrose. This
turns into a promo for TLC but here’s Undertaker to cut them off.

Undertaker actually praises Shane and tips his hat to him before saying
he’s here for two reasons. Wrestlemania will no longer define who he 1is
because he'’s back to take souls and dig holes. Survivor Series was where
he was born and Smackdown has always been his home. He says there’s no
reason for Smackdown to fail but if they do, they’ll have reason to fear
the Deadman. Raw will Rest in Peace...and that’s it.

Overall Rating: C. Undertaker’s speech is continuing on the Network
right? I mean, he came out and praised the Smackdown team and that'’s
about it. That'’s really not something you would expect Undertaker to do
and it felt out of place for him. At least Shane gets to stay on the team
though and that’s what matters for some reason.

This show wasn’t great but it’s miles ahead of Raw. Above all else it
actually mixed things up a little bit and didn’t drag all night long.
They even made a new match for Sunday and built on some stuff that wasn't
just about the three matches. Character logic issues aside, this was a
perfectly fine go home show and that’s all it needed to be.

As for a big anniversary show....yeah this was fine. They aired a few
clips and then cut them off in the middle, as is so often the case with
WWE. Booker’'s cameo was fine and it made sense to have Edge and
Undertaker show up at the end as they were the biggest Smackdown
exclusive stars. They were kind of handcuffed with a major pay per view

to set up and that'’s understandable.
Results

Miz b. Dolph Ziggler — Small package



Kalisto b. Oney Lorcan — Salida Del Sol

Nikki Bella vs. Carmella went to a no contest when Nikki started brawling
with Charlotte

Usos/Hype Bros/American Alpha/Breezango b.
Headbangers/Ascension/Vaudevillains/Spirit Squad — Grand Amplitude to
Thrasher

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Survivor Series Count-Up -
2011: One of the Great Ones

Survivor Series 2011

Date: November 20, 2011

Location: Madison Square Garden, New York City, New York
Attendance: 16,749

Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Booker T

Rock and Cena are teaming together before Wrestlemania and Punk is
challenging for the Raw World Title. There really isn’t much else to say


http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/11/15/survivor-series-count-up-2011-one-of-the-great-ones/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/11/15/survivor-series-count-up-2011-one-of-the-great-ones/

about the rest of the card. Those two matches are dominating the show and
it’s hard to argue that anything else is really important. The show being
in Madison Square Garden makes things even better as they’ll be very

active all night instead of being in the middle of the road like so many

crowds over the years. Let’s get to it.

The whole history thing starts us off again, as always. The rest of the

video of course turns to focus on the Rock.

John Laurinitis (the boring corporate figure, better known as Johnny Ace)

welcomes us to the show. There’s nothing else to say here.

US Title: Dolph Ziggler vs. John Morrison

Morrison lost FOREVER, then won a match on Raw after Mason Ryan (a
worthless power guy) helped, and gets a title match as a result. This was
during a bad period where Ziggler had a rock cover of his song which
didn’t work at all. Feeling out process to start and the fans want RYDER.
This was when Zack Ryder was white hot due to his internet show but WWE
decided that he wasn’t important enough to be on the card. That would
change but this is Ryder’s hometown and it would make sense to have him
in Morrison’s spot here. Ziggler gets taken down by the arm as the
announcers talk about Ryder.

The fans now think this is boring so Dolph jumps over John in the corner
and hits a dropkick to take over. Off to a headlock by the champion as
the fans still want Ryder. Dolph gets thrown to the floor and Morrison
hits a big corkscrew dive to take the champ out. Vickie offers an
annoying distraction and Ziggler takes over back inside. Ziggler takes
Morrison down and nips up in a good athletic display before hooking a
near Crossface.

As the fans chant the same thing I'd expect to hear for the entire show,
Ziggler stands around a lot. Morrison misses a charge in the corner and
Dolph hits a reverse powerslam for two. The sleeper doesn’t go on and
Morrison starts speeding things up with clotheslines and a leg lariat.
That gets two and so does a rollup with tights for Ziggler. Morrison
kicks Dolph in the head for two and a half and they trade sleepers.



The fans seem to be more behind Ziggler but it’s New York so that’s not
shocking. John hits a spinning DDT for two as Vickie puts Dolph’s foot on
the rope, which earns her an ejection. Morrison misses a running knee and
they rapidly trade near falls. The Flying Chuck misses for Morrison and
it’s a Fameasser....for two. Wow I thought that was it. The running knee
hits Ziggler in the face but Starship Pain hits Ziggler’s knees. Dolph’s
Zig Zag retains the title.

Rating: B-. I dug this match a lot, annoying crowd aside. Sometimes
there’s nothing better you can do than throw two talented guys out there
for ten minutes and let them have fun. Ziggler is more or less in the
same spot he’s in a year later which is annoying but it’s the way of life
in the WWE. Morrison would be gone in eight days which you almost knew

was coming.

Post match Vickie Guerrero gets our attention as only she can and hands
the mic to Ziggler who says he’d hate to have to follow what you just
saw. He says it’s not showing off it you can back it up every night. As
Ziggler celebrates, here’s Ryder.who is immediately beaten down. Ryder
comes back and hits the Rough Ryder to send Ziggler running. They
probably should have changed the title here but I'm not sure they knew
they wanted to go with Ryder yet or not.

Divas Title: Eve Torres vs. Beth Phoenix

Beth is defending and this is a lumberjill match. Beth catches a cross
body and just drops Eve like she doesn’t care. Eve kicks her down and
does her dancing moonsault but Beth rolls to the floor and calls it
stupid. Back in and the moonsault hits anyway for two. Eve gets sent to
the apron and has to kick away Natalya, allowing the champion to take

over.

Off to a reverse chinlock for a bit before Eve counters a wheelbarrow
suplex to send Beth into the middle turnbuckle. Eve hits a kick to the
face but a rolling flip hits knees. The Glam Slam is countered and Eve
hooks a freaky kind of Octopus Hold before shifting to a modified
triangle choke. Eve has to chase off some evil chicks but manages to kick
Beth in the head. The moonsault gets broken up though and the Glam Slam



off the middle rope retains Beth’s title.

Rating: C. Not terrible here and the ending looked awesome. I loved Beth
and Natalya’s heel run together as they HATED the stupid Barbie stuff
that women like Kelly and Eve were doing because it’s almost embarrassing
at times. This particular match started slow but once it picked up it got
a lot better.

David Otunga (a wrestler with a real life law degree from Harvard) comes
in to annoy Punk and says Cole deserves an apology from some attack by

Punk. Punk says let me go become world champion first.

Rock is in the back and he’s got a mic. He talks about MSG (no FINALLY
for some reason) and being here in the 70s, watching his grandfather
fighting for the World Title. Then in the 80s he hung out with Andre the
Giant in the locker room. Then in 1996 he debuted here in the WWF, and
despite having a hideous outfit and the worst haircut known to man (his
words), the fans chanted his name. That's correct actually and they
didn’t even tell him to die. Rock runs us through his history of
catchphrases and title wins, with the most important being him becoming
the People’s Champion.

There’s FINALLY and he has to stop for a chant. He does his stupid boots
catchphrase before moving on to his partner: John Cena. The fans think
Cena sucks but Rock talks about the things that have happened in MSG like
Ali vs. Frazier. Then he sings some Frank Sinatra and asks the fans to
sing with him. It’'s on tonight and that’s about it. This is what the fans
wanted and he could have had them say anything he wanted here. That'’s
what Rock is great at and it worked.

Team Barrett vs. Team Orton

Wade Barrett, Cody Rhodes, Jack Swagger, Hunico, Dolph Ziggler
Randy Orton, Kofi Kingston, Sheamus, Mason Ryan, Sin Cara

Ziggler is subbing for an injured Christian. There’s no real reason for
most of these guys other than the captains feuding and needing four
midcard faces and heels to fill out the teams. Ryan is a muscular Welsh



wrestler, Sin Cara is a masked man from Mexico and Hunico is an unmasked
wrestler from Mexico. Cody is Intercontinental Champion. Kofi and Bourne
are Tag Team Champions here but Bourne is on a Wellness violation. Kofi
and Ziggler start things off with Ziggler hitting a quick elbow to take
Kofi down. The reverse powerslam is countered and Dolph gets one off a
dropkick.

Kofi’s SOS is countered so it’s a forearm to take Dolph down instead.
There's the tag to Orton and an RKO eliminates Ziggler quickly. To be
fair he had a match earlier so this isn’t a devastating loss for him.
Barrett has a huddle on the floor with his team but Orton wants to fight
some more. Back in and it’s most of Team Orton to clear the ring before
Kofi and Cara try stereo flip dives. Cara, being the klutz that he is at
this point, trips on the top rope and rips his knee apart, putting him in

the shelf for the next seven months.

The match stops for a few moments as we’re told Cara is eliminated. We
get back to normal and it’s Cody vs. Randy now. Orton grabs the arm and
it’s off to Ryan. Prepare for a trainwreck. Ryan hits some very basic
stuff including a knee to the chest before Cody bails to the floor.
Hunico gets the tag but Ryan has to literally pull him in. Off to Kofi
whose trunks actually feature the Stay Puft Marshmallow Man (from
Ghostbusters. You should know that.).

Kofi misses a charge in the corner and it’s off to Barrett for a
chinlock. Back up and it’s a double clothesline to put them both right
back down. Double tag brings in Hunico vs. Ryan with the latter hitting a
series of backbreakers and a fall away slam. Hunico gets gorilla press
dropped into the corner for a tag to Cody. There’s the Disaster kick and

the Cross Rhodes (big reaction) for the pin and elimination.

Off to Sheamus vs. Cody now with the Irishman quickly getting annoyed. He
pounds Rhodes down in the corner and hits the ten forearms in the ropes,
which they tried to name some Irish word. It lasted about two weeks
before they realized it speaks for itself pretty well. Cody tries to low
bridge Sheamus but Sheamus lands on the apron. Barrett decks the Irishman
and Hunico comes in with a springboard dropkick to the knee.



Cole starts talking about Shawn Michaels for no apparent reason as
Sheamus takes out Hunico’s knee as well. Off to Kofi who chops Barrett
down a lot but gets kicked in the face after having to deal with Swagger.
With Barrett mostly dead from the kick, the Wasteland eliminates Kofi.
It’s Orton and Sheamus vs. Swagger, Barrett, Hunico and Rhodes.

Orton comes in and tries the Elevated DDT, but Wade drops him to the
floor where Hunico hits a suicide dive to take Orton out. Swagger comes
in to pound on Orton a bit before Cody comes in for a release gordbuster.
That gets two and it's off to a chinlock for a bit. A bulldog by Cody is
easily countered and it’s hot tag to Sheamus. Sheamus pounds on Swagger
and hits the top rope shoulder and the Irish Curse. Swagger escapes the
High Cross so Sheamus drops knees on his head, drawing a DQ when the
referee gets to five. They were really trying to keep Sheamus strong here
and that mostly worked.

Before Sheamus leaves, he takes Swagger’s head off with a Brogue Kick.
Orton gets the easy pin and it’s 3-1. Rhodes comes in and stomps a spent
Orton down in the corner but Orton comes back with some clotheslines.
There's the powerslam to Rhodes followed by the Elevated DDT. Randy has
to chase off Barrett so Hunico gets a blind tag. He springboards right
into the RKO for the elimination to make it 2-1, but Rhodes distracts
Orton into the Wasteland to give Barrett the final pin.

Rating: B. This is your usual good formula based Survivor Series match
with Orton and Barrett getting to advance their feud and not having Orton
lose any face at all. The rest of the teams didn’t mean much but Kofi is
perfect for matches like this: he’s got the resume to make him look like

a threat but he never steals anyone’s thunder. Good match.

The Bellas hit on Alberto when Laurinitis comes up. Del Rio isn’t worried

about Punk tonight. Laurinitis texts someone.

The ring is reenforced for the next match after Big Show and Henry broke

the ring at Vengeance, hence the rematch here.

World Heavyweight Championship: Mark Henry vs. Big Show

Henry is defending. They trade the big dramatic shoves to start and Henry



gets shoved to the floor. Back in and Show takes it to the mat which goes
a lot better than you would expect it to. If that’s not shocking enough,
Show armdrags Henry to the floor. Henry stalls in the corner before going
after Show’s knee. Mark lays on the leg a bit and drops some elbows. I

think the fans are chanting boring.

A clothesline puts Show down but Show comes back with a DDT for two. Now
the fans want Daniel Bryan, who has the Money in the Bank case at this
point. Show shoulders Henry down and calls for the chokeslam, but Henry
kicks him in the knee and hits the World’'s Strongest Slam for two. A
splash gets the same and Henry is getting frustrated. Booker sums up what
Henry should do: give him another World’s Strongest Slam.

The fans want Undertaker as the guys go to the floor. Show gets posted
and then tackled through part of the barricade. That finally gets the
fans’ attention on the match instead of on guys who aren’t here. Show
barely makes it back into the ring in time but he manages to break up
another superplex attempt. He busts out a superkick of all things to

knock down Henry and draw an HBK chant.

Big Show goes up top (uh oh) and even though he takes forever, he hits a
top rope elbow on Henry....for two. Why do a huge spot like that if it
doesn’t end the match? Now it’s a Randy Savage chant. Show loads up the
WMD, but Henry kicks him low for the LAME DQ to retain the title.

Rating: C+. There'’s something great about two huge guys beating the tar
out of each other and that’s what we got here. Henry was AWESOME in 2011
and made for a great World Champion, which is the last thing most people
expected. That elbow was great, but to have the match end the way it did
sucked. Show would beat Henry the next month, only to have Bryan cash in
and win the title 45 seconds later.

Post match Henry tries to Pillmanize Show'’s ankle again but Show gets out
of the way and knocks Henry out cold. The fans chant for Bryan to appear
and cash in his Money in the Bank briefcase but no one appears. Show
wraps the chair around Henry'’s ankle instead and drops a leg on the chair
to break Henry'’s ankle.

Barrett says that the World Title is next for him but Awesome Truth comes



in and demands respect. Truth talks about an argument he had with some
pigeons. The pigeons said nothing though, because pigeons don’t talk.

The New York National Guard is here.

We recap Punk vs. Del Rio. Del Rio cashed in MITB at Summerslam after
Punk won, Cena beat Del Rio at Vengeance, Del Rio won a three way with
Punk and Cena in the Cell, tonight is the rematch from Summerslam, if you
call that a match.

WWE Championship: CM Punk vs. Alberto Del Rio

Alberto is defending. Del Rio has Ricardo Rodriguez introduce him, so CM
Punk brings out his own ring announcer: HOWARD FINKEL! Round one goes to
Punk. Howard waddles out and seems genuinely choked up by the reaction he
gets. The fans want ice cream which is a thing Punk said he wanted in his
own image. Feeling out process to start as Punk does his headlock so he
can call spots to Del Rio.

Now the fans chant for Colt Cabana. Man these guys just won’t stop. Punk
cranks on the arm a bit and Alberto hides on the floor. Back in and Punk
knees him down in the corner and hits a dropkick to send the champ back
to the floor. There’'s the suicide dive from Punk and it’s back in to work
on the arm. Alberto sends him into the ropes where Ricardo gets in a
shot, allowing Del Rio to take over.

Alberto comes in off the top with an elbow to the head for two and it’s
off to the arm for the champion. Both guys have arm finishers which isn’t
something you often see. Punk fights out of the hold but can’t hook the
GTS as Del Rio hooks a DDT on the arm. The champ drops knees on the arm

h

and we hit about the 8t armbar of the match. Punk breaks that one as

well but charges into a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for two.

CM ducks a charge to send Alberto to the floor and things slow down
again. Back in and Punk makes a comeback with a lot of strikes to the
head and a neckbreaker for two. The knee in the corner and bulldog get
the same but Alberto counters the GTS into a Backstabber for two. A
running enziguri in the corner gets a VERY close two on Punk and now it’s
Alberto that'’s frustrated.



Del Rio loads up a superplex in the corner but Punk knocks him off and
loads up the Macho Elbow but gets crotched. Alberto gets in a hard kick
to the arm but misses a charge into the post while Punk is still on top.
Now the Macho Elbow connects for a big pop but it only gets two. The
crowd is really getting into these kickouts now. Punk shouts for the GTS
but Alberto counters it for the third time. The armbreaker is escaped but
Punk’s high kick misses as well and there’s the armbreaker on full.

After getting as close to tapping as a face is going to, Punk gets his
feet in the ropes. Del Rio escapes the GTS for the fourth time because
the arm isn’t there. Punk kicks Ricardo in the face and gets rolled up
with trunks for two. The high kick gets two for CM so he immediately puts
on the Vice and wins Del Rio is in big trouble. He grabs at Punk’s face
(realistic, nice) but has to tap and Punk wins the title.

Rating: A. I don’t remember liking this as well the first time but this
was a really good match. Del Rio seemed like a real threat to keep the
title here as Punk’s arm just wasn’t going to be able to do hit the GTS.
The Vice is a little more realistic and I can live with him being able to
do that so even the ending is ok.

This was a very solid match, but the problem with the story overall is
the title changes happening so rapidly. In short, Del Rio getting two
title reigns and Cena getting one out of all this didn’t need to happen.
Punk could have won at Summerslam, beaten Del Rio cashing in here, and
things would have been much stronger.

Finkel does the “and NEEEEEEEEEEEEEW” WWE Champion call. Punk is the new
WWE Champion having won it in the middle of Madison Square Garden and The
Fink got to tell the people about it. Is there a cooler moment in
wrestling? No, there isn’t.

Punk celebrates for a long time post match. He would hold the title for

over a year in the longest reign in over twenty years.

We recap Awesome Truth vs. Rock/Cena. Cena had beaten up both guys before
a tag match was made for this show. He was told he could pick ANYONE he
wanted as a partner so he picked The Great One. Pay no attention to the
PPV ad that played at the end of HIAC and advertised the match before



Cena officially picked his partner. Basically the only way Awesome Truth
(Miz/R-Truth) can win is to have Rock and Cena implode. Other than that
we’'re looking at a squash and everyone knows it.

Awesome Truth vs. The Rock/John Cena

Rock is going to start as Cena is off to kiss the widow of Arnold
Skaaland who is always in the front row at MSG. Miz gets to face Rock to
start and the Great One grabs a quick headlock. Rock snaps off some GREAT
armdrags and gets two off La Majistral (it’s an armtrap cradle) on Miz.
Awesome Truth huddles on the floor and Cena looks impressed. Truth wants
to fight Rock now and Rock says Just Bring It. The fans do the Cena
dueling chants before Rock hits a fisherman’s suplex on Truth, but Cena

is going after Miz, meaning no count.

Now Miz wants to get back in and he wants it to be with Cena. Given how
Rock looked, that’s a wise choice. Cena quickly takes over with
snapmares, a monkey flip (!!) and a dropkick. The fans boo him out of the
building and tell him he still sucks. Off to Truth who walks into Cena’s
finishing sequence but Cena tells Rock that he can’t see Cena. They stare
each other down, allowing Truth to nail Cena (Rock saw it coming and

didn’t do anything) to give the guys with no chance the advantage.

Truth and Miz take a few turns on Cena before Truth hooks a chinlock.
Cena gets thrown to the floor by Truth which gets two back in the ring.
Back to a leg choke by Truth as the fans want Rocky. Off to Miz who
counters an AA into a short DDT for two. The fans seem to be into Miz as
he hits his running clothesline in the corner. Truth hooks a front
facelock to kill a few moments and it’s back to Miz who gets two off a
clothesline.

The spinning legdrop gets two for Truth as the crowd is waiting to
explode for Rock’s hot tag. Truth goes up for a cross body but Cena rolls
through. His AA attempt is countered into a sitout gordbuster for two and
it's back to Miz. Miz hits a pair of boots to the face of Cena but the
third is countered into the STF. Truth makes a quick save and Rock is
content to stand on the apron. Cena grabs a quick AA on Truth but Miz
knocks Rock off the apron to tease the crowd even further.



Truth drops Rock on the barricade to keep him down as Cena gets put in
another chinlock. A double flapjack gets two on Cena and it'’s back to the
front facelock by Truth. Truth’s second legdrop misses There’s the real
hot tag to Rock and house is cleaned in a hurry. Miz gets put in the
Survivor Series Sharpshooter but Truth saves as everything breaks down.
With Cena and Truth on the floor, Miz goes off on Rock but charges into a
spinebuster. The People’s Elbow returns and Rock gets the pin on Miz.

Rating: B. What else were you expecting here? This is one that has indeed
changed over time as we knew Rock would have a great match with Cena at
Wrestlemania. The match itself was formula stuff which is perfectly fine
and all that it should have been. Rock making the save was the right call
and there’s almost no complaints here. Good match but it didn’'t need to
happen, which we’ll get to in a bit.

Cena leaves so Rock can have him moment, but Rock calls him back in.
Cena’s posing gets booed, Rock’s gets cheered. Rock lays out Cena with a
Rock Bottom to end the show.

Overall Rating: A. This is an AWESOME show with a great World Title match
and a solid main event. The problem was it didn’t sell that well and it’s
really clear why: the main event was a bad idea. The whole idea of Rock
vs. Cena at Wrestlemania was that it was Rock’s first match in 8 years.
Now it’s Rock’s first match in about five months and for what? Rock and
Cena had beaten up both guys one on two leading up to the match. There
was no doubt as to who was going to win and nothing was on the line, so
why watch the match? There was no reason and not a lot of people did.
Still though, great show and worth seeing.

Ratings Comparison

Dolph Ziggler vs. John Morrison
Original: B-

Redo: B-

Beth Phoenix vs. Eve Torres

Original: C



Redo: C

Team Barrett vs. Team Orton
Original: B-

Redo: B

Big Show vs. Mark Henry
Original: B-

Redo: C+

CM Punk vs. Alberto Del Rio
Original: C+

Redo: A

The Rock/John Cena vs. Awesome Truth
Original: B

Redo: B

Overall Rating

Original: B

Redo: A

The World Title really changed things for me here. Still a
great show though.

Here’'s the original review if you’'re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/20/survivor-series-2011-
rock-still-has-it/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
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book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Monday Night Raw — November
14, 2016: Nope. Send This
Back.

Monday Night Raw
Date: November 14, 2016

Location: First Niagara Center, Buffalo, New York
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves, Byron Saxton

We’'re ready for Survivor Series on Sunday and tonight is the last chance
for the red show to pump things up. The big story here is Goldberg and
Brock Lesnar being in the same ring before their showdown, which you may
or may not find interesting. Finally we should get to hear about the big
debate between Stephanie and Shane McMahon tonight...which is taking place
on the Network after the show. Let’s get to it.

All of the Raw Survivor Series participants are on the stage as the
bosses are in the ring. Stephanie plugs the debate after the show tonight
and Foley says Sunday is about proving what'’s better between the two
shows. This leads to Foley doing Enzo Amore’s dance, much to Amore’s
delight. Stephanie threatens to change Sunday’s lineup if some people
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don’t impress them tonight. That includes Cesaro/Sheamus vs. Kevin
Owens/Roman Reigns, Chris Jericho/Seth Rollins/Braun Strowman vs. New Day
and Charlotte/Sasha Banks vs. Alicia Fox/Nia Jax.

Roman Reigns/Kevin Owens vs. Cesaro/Sheamus

Naturally Reigns and Owens have to do entrances again after being on the
stage before the break. Cesaro and Reigns get things going and Owens 1is
looking bored on the apron. A dropkick sends Reigns into the corner and
it's time for an argument between the dysfunctional team over who gets to
beat him up. Sheamus dives into an uppercut as I cringe at the thought of
that being a World Title feud about a year ago. Owens finally gets
involved, only to be taken down by a slingshot dive as we take a break.

Back with Owens clotheslining Cesaro in the corner to set up the
Cannonball for two. The hot(ish) tag brings in Sheamus for the apron
forearms but he loses a fight to Reigns on the floor. Apparently there
was a tag in there somewhere as Reigns is allowed to come in and beat on
Sheamus, including the Superman Punch for two. Owens tags himself back in
and eats a Brogue Kick, only to have Reigns spear Sheamus to give Kevin
the pin at 12:10.

Rating: D+. This is feeling like the leadup to Money in the Bank with the
random matches that don’t go anywhere. This was a boring tag with the
“regular” team losing clean and the makeshift team seemingly setting up
something after Survivor Series. I really wasn’'t feeling this one and the
rest of the show doesn’t seem like it’'s going to be much better.

Jericho tries to get Rollins and Strowman to calm down and work together
later, ala Owens. He even has presents for both of them: scarves! Rollins
declines and Strowman rips up Jericho’s scarf because he doesn’t like
Chris.

Sami Zayn vs. Bo Dallas

This is over Dallas not being happy with Sami getting the
Intercontinental Title shot. The standard arm work doesn’t last long so
it's Dallas being aggressive in the corner to take over. Sami comes right
back and hits the exploder into the corner followed by the Helluva Kick



for the pin at 2:30.

Brian Kendrick has a speech for the cruiserweights. He knows everyone is
concerned about moving to Smackdown but there’s no way he’s going to lose
because he’s the standard bearer of this division. Most of the division
starts talking about how they could beat Kendrick and an argument breaks

out. This really didn’t need to exist.

New Day comes out for their match and they’ve got a merchandise cart.

They’ve been WWE Tag Team Champions for nearly 450 days because they know
how to survive. With the holidays right around the corner, you need their
gear to survive, with gear such as New Day Socks. You can stuff that sock

with a unicorn horn or a certain brand of cereal.

New Day vs. Seth Rollins/Braun Strowman/Chris Jericho

Jericho and Kofi start things off and that’s not a bad thing. An elbow to
the jaw puts Kofi on the mat and it’s quickly off to Woods vs. Rollins
with the latter coming in off a chop to the chest. That goes nowhere
either as they hit the mat for Seth’s headlock before it’'s back to
Jericho as New Day takes over. The Warrior splash gets two and Kofi comes
back in, only to get slammed by Braun as we take a break.

Back with Braun holding Kofi in a nerve hold before handing it back to
Rollins. Some double knees put Seth down but it’s Strowman running cross
the ring to kick Big E. in the face. We wind up with Woods kicking
Jericho in the back and Strowman plowing through the other two opponents.
Woods finally kicks him in the face and forearms Rollins in the jaw.
That'’s enough for Braun though as it’s a powerslam to end Xavier at
14:06.

Rating: C. This picked up a lot near the end as Woods continues to be
great at the last chance offense. Strowman is getting better at being a
rampaging monster but he’s still in need of some more experience. I liked
the match well enough though and New Day will be fine with a loss like
this. That being said, it’s getting harder and harder to care about these
one off matches between people with no animosity.

Paul Heyman interrupts the bosses and suggests that there won’t be a



match if Lesnar isn’t happy. Mick orders more security.

Charlotte is in the back with Sasha for the weekly “women like to bicker
with each other” segment. The big deal here is that Sasha has a title
rematch down the line and they don’t like each other.

Brian Kendrick vs. Sin Cara

Non-title and Kendrick jumps him during the entrances. Cara says ring the
bell so Brian beats him up in the corner as we hear about 205 Live, which
really isn’t the best idea during this dull match. The chinlock evolves
into the choking on the ropes but a backdrop puts Kendrick outside for a
suicide dive. A second dive hits the barricade and we take a break. IN
THIS MATCH.

Back with Kendrick choking even more because that’s what a heel
cruiserweight does. Brian misses a charge in the corner and a top rope
spinning splash gives Cara two. The crowd is just GONE here as Cara gets
two off a sitout powerbomb. Kendrick goes for the mask and puts on the
Captain’s Hook (looks terrible) for the tap out at 11:05.

Rating: D. Was this Cara’s punishment for the fight with Jericho? This
was slow, boring and completely killed what little energy the crowd had
left. As has been the case for months now, WWE has no idea what to do
with a cruiserweight division. An eleven minute match is bad enough but
having it be mostly spent on chinlocks and choking before finishing with
a chinlock. This division really needs to go somewhere else and maybe its

own show is the solution, but not without some major changes.

Enzo and Big Cass are in the back when Anderson and Gallows come up. They

don’t trust each other in their eight man tag tonight.

It’s time for Lesnar and Goldberg as it’s nearly halftime of Monday Night
Football. Lesnar slips a bit during his jump to the apron but it’s not
bad. There’s a wall of security as Goldberg tells Lesnar to shut up and
stay out of this. Heyman gets cut off by the GOLDBERG chants before
finally going on about all the people Lesnar has killed. Goldberg cuts
him off again to say his name isn’t on that list, only to have the chants
start up again. Heyman starts to offer something but Lesnar grabs the mic



and tells the fans to shut up.

The offer is for Heyman to find a replacement for Sunday’s match. That
means Goldberg takes off his shirt so Lesnar shoves some guards down.
Heyman says the beating will be so bad that Goldberg’'s son will call
Lesnar daddy. The security is quickly dispatched and there’s no one left
between them. Lesnar, with one of the palest chests I’'ve ever seen on a
wrestler, walks away. This was WAY too long but they don’t have a choice
because there’s nothing left for them to do on the show.

Sasha Banks/Charlotte vs. Nia Jax/Alicia Fox

Bayley is on commentary. Charlotte gets to face Nia to start and Sasha
bails to the floor because they're partners that don’t like each other. I
didn’t know if they had made that clear in the two previous matches with
the same stories. The champ can’t get anywhere with the monster and bails
to the floor for an early break.

Back with Sasha rolling Alicia up for one and hitting the chinlock.
Charlotte and Sasha finally break down and get in a fight, allowing Fox
to bring Alicia back in. A big boot staggers Jax but another fight allows
Alicia to come in with a high crossbody. Charlotte neutralizes Nia and
the Bank Statement makes Fox tap at 7:45.

Rating: C-. Boring match (due to seeing the same story for the third time
in just over two hours) but it makes sense to actually have them get in a
fight for a change. I really don’t need to see Charlotte vs. Sasha again
but I'm sure they’ll have one more gimmick match to really hammer home
how important it is. Also, well done on having Alicia job here, which you

can imagine them screwing up to try to swerve the audience.
Foley gives the Raw team another pep talk.

Enzo Amore/Big Cass/Anderson and Gallows vs. Shining Stars/Golden Truth

Cass throws Epico around to start and everything breaks down, leaving
Golden Truth vs. Enzo and Cass. Uh, epic? We take a break just over a
minute in and come back with a double Russian legsweep to Anderson. Karl
pops right back up and grabs a chinlock on Truth as the fans are some



combination of confused over who to cheer for and bored half to death.
Primo tags himself in and gets to face Big Cass as everything breaks
down. The Magic Killer plants Primo and Anderson tells to go up for the
Bada Boom Shaka Lacka before just taking the pin himself at 9:03.

Rating: D. Yeah go back and look at one of the ratings for the same idea
earlier on and substitute in the appropriate names. I don’t think there’s
much that I can add to this one because there’s almost no story here.
Anderson and Gallows don’t like the rest of the division and they’re mean
to their partners. Next segment please.

Here are all four bosses for the really long closing segment. They bicker
a lot, the fans chant for Smackdown, Stephanie gets in a funny line with
“YOU GUYS ARE AT RAW!”, Bryan points out that Foley and Shane are known
for jumping off of tall structures and they debate the cruiserweight

division being on the line.

Stephanie brings out the Raw team but here’s the Smackdown team through
the crowd. Owens and AJ get in an argument over whose title is more
important with Owens saying it’s his because he holds it. AJ suggests
that Owens might wind up on the list but Jericho gives him a hug to calm
things down. That means AJ JUST MADE THE LIST (pop of the night). Oh and
that stupid soccer mom haircut? IT JUST MADE THE LIST! Jericho still
isn’t done as he sees James Ellsworth, who is a weird looking guy. “Do
you know what happens to weird looking guys on Raw? YOU JUST MADE THE
LIST!”

Bray grabs the mic and yells at Braun for abandoning him after being
given the keys to the kingdom. This Sunday, Smackdown destroys the
monster that Bray created. A staredown ensues but Seth grabs the mic,
only to start the brawl. Everyone goes after Braun with Shane getting to
knock him outside. Orton gets back in but it’s Reigns cleaning house and
getting booed out of the building. A DoubleBomb sends AJ onto Team
Smackdown to end the show. This got really good once the bosses shut up
but it’s way too late to save this dog of a show.

Overall Rating: D. The wrestling was acceptable (albeit boring) but the
problem here was the lack of effort. This three plus hour show had two



main ideas: wacky tag team partners who don’t get along and Goldberg vs.
Lesnar. The latter of those ideas took fifteen minutes and the other idea
took up the rest of the show. Save for a WAY too long cruiserweight match
(Yeah I know, I criticize the cruiserweights. Get over it.) and a nothing
Sami vs. Dallas match, that’s all this show was. For three hours. Two
ideas.

I can tolerate a show focused on one thing or a show that is trying to
accomplish a goal but this was WAY over the top. You can’t showcase
someone on the team against people not on the pay per view roster? Or do
ANYTHING other than the same idea for most of the show? I checked out on
this show as soon as I realized they didn’t have anything tonight and
that’s not something that should ever happen. The quality wasn’t the
worst here and the ending segment did it a lot of favors but the lack of
effort destroys it.

Results

Kevin Owens/Roman Reigns b. Cesaro/Sheamus — Spear to Sheamus

Sami Zayn b. Bo Dallas — Helluva Kick

Braun Strowman/Seth Rollins/Chris Jericho b. New Day — Powerslam to Woods
Brian Kendrick b. Sin Cara — Captain’s Hook

Charlotte/Sasha Banks b. Alicia Fox/Nia Jax — Bank Statement to Fox

Enzo Amore/Big Cass/Anderson and Gallows b. Shining Stars/Golden Truth —
Magic Killer to Primo

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Survivor Series Count-Up -
2010: Oh Nexus. You Guys
Sucked.

Survivor Series 2010

Date: November 21, 2010

Location: American Airlines Arena, Miami, Florida
Attendance: 8,000

Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Matt Striker

On the other side of the company, the Smackdown main event is Kane
defending his Smackdown World Title against Edge. Kane cashed in his
Money in the Bank briefcase an hour or so after winning it to take the
title from Rey Mysterio. He would then turn heel on Undertaker and defeat
him in multiple pay per view matches. The next challenger is Edge, who
gets his first shot tonight. Let’s get to it.

The usual opening video is the video that opens us. The idea tonight 1is
Cena not wanting to compromise his integrity and give the title to
Barrett when he doesn’t deserve it, but he doesn’t want to quit. A song

about being what you believe makes for appropriate background music.

US Title: Daniel Bryan vs. Ted DiBiase

DiBiase is challenging here because he wants to win his first singles
title. Simple but effective I guess. Bryan has Rise of the Valkyries as
his new music here but the lack of beard hurts. Maryse is with Ted here
too and is rocking a beige dress. Bryan speeds things up to start and
there go the lights. Daniel dropkicks DiBiase to the apron but as he goes
to get Ted, Bryan gets suplexed out to the floor in a cool bump.
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Back in and Bryan fires off the kicks. DiBiase hooks a chinlock to slow
the champ down followed by a backbreaker and dropkick for two. Back to
the chinlock as the fans are way into Bryan here. This one doesn’t last
as long as Bryan fights up and speeds up the pace. There’s the moonsault
out of the corner and a dropkick to send DiBiase to the floor. Bryan hits
the suicide dive to the floor but he comes up favoring his shoulder.

They head back in and Bryan hits a missile dropkick for two and it’s time
for more kicks. The LeBell (YES) Lock can’t go on because of the bad
shoulder though and DiBiase clotheslines him down. Dream Street from
DiBiase is countered twice so Ted hits a sitout spinebuster for two.
DiBiase’'s superplex is countered a belly to back superplex by Bryan but
he still can’t get the LeBell Lock. A rollup gets two for Ted and Bryan
grabs the arm for the LeBell Lock to retain.

Rating: C+. This felt like an extended Smackdown match but that’s not a
bad thing. Bryan was still a pretty big underdog in a lot of his matches
at this point but wins like this were exactly what he needed. DiBiase
never got over in this role or really in any other either. He'’s a guy who
would never do a ton in WWE as he was in his father’s shadow and it
crippled his career. A simple name change could have done wonders for
him.

As Bryan poses on the stage, Miz and Alex Riley (NXT season 2 rookie and
Miz’'s lackey) jump him with Miz’'s Money in the Bank case. Miz and Riley
get in the ring but the lights go out again. Miz talks about how he’s
from Cleveland and doesn’t like the Miami Heat that much. He compares
Barrett to LeBron James because neither will ever be a World Champion.
The fans chant for the Heat and Miz says he’ll cash in soon. That's true

actually.

We recap Sheamus vs. Morrison. Sheamus is a bully, Morrison is sick of
him and that’s about it.

Sheamus says Morrison is jealous of him for being a former and future

World Champion because Morrison never will reach that level.

Sheamus vs. John Morrison




Jerry tells a story of a guy in high school that kept taking everyone'’s
lunch money and picking on everyone he could but no one ever stood up to
him. Striker: “Was his name Judas?” Jerry: “Actually it was Jerry
Lawler.” Your lesson for the day kids: beat up other kids and treat them
like trash and you could be a multiple time World Champion, get a job on
national TV every week and get into the WWE Hall of Fame.

Cole says Morrison described this match as a tank against a fighter jet.
Cole: “Of course Morrison the jet and Sheamus the tank.” Thanks Michael.
Morrison starts fast and dropkicks Sheamus to the floor followed by a
corkscrew dive to take the pale one out. Sheamus sends him into the
barricade and runs Morrison over with an ax handle.

Back in and we hit the chinlock as the fans aren’t all that into Sheamus.
A backbreaker gets two for Sheamus and it’s back to a chinlock again,
although this one has an armbar added as a bonus feature. Sheamus hits
the ten forearms to the chest from a seated position instead of in the
ropes. It’s always cool to see the evolution of a move like that. Sheamus
puts him on the top and pounds away again but Morrison slugs Sheamus down
to the mat. A cross body gets rolled through for two for Sheamus and John
is in trouble.

The Brogue Kick misses and Morrison enziguris him down. Morrison is all
fired up and hits some clotheslines for two but it’s hard to keep Sheamus
off his feat. Irish Curse stops the momentum but it only gets two again.
The High Cross is countered into a Russian legsweep to give Johnny a near
fall. Sheamus goes after the knee to stop Morrison again. This match
really is as back and forth as it sounds. No one has had an extended

advantage for the most part.

Sheamus puts the leg over his shoulder and pulls Morrison forward to the
mat in a cool looking move that I haven’t seen before. Half crab does
more damage for Sheamus but he slaps Morrison in the face a few times to
tick him off. John kicks him down but Starship Pain is broken up with
ease. The High Cross is countered again and the Brogue Kick misses,
allowing Morrison to hit the Flying Chuck and a running knee to the face
for the surprise pin.



Rating: B-. These two always have this freakish chemistry that really
doesn’t make a ton of sense but is always there. Morrison’s flying style
was a great compliment to the power stuff from Sheamus and as usual the
idea of power vs. speed works as well as anything else. Morrison would
never hit a level that they were hoping for him to, while Sheamus would
go on to win another World Title at Wrestlemania in a few years. You
never know what might happen in wrestling, which is why it’s fun to
watch.

R-Truth continues to meddle in Cena’s business and offers to interfere in
the main event tonight because you can only win by pin or submission. He

offers to attack Orton and Cena will be guilt free. Cena yells at him for
suggesting it.

Intercontinental Title: Kaval vs. Dolph Ziggler

Kaval is more famous as Low Ki and won NXT Season 2 to get any title shot
he wanted. In his first win, he beat Dolph on Smackdown and picked to
challenge for this title tonight. You can see the writing on the wall for
him from here. A quick elbow gets two so Dolph takes over with a forearm
in the corner. There’s the Hennig neck snap and a mini AA for two for
Dolph. A handspring elbow takes Dolph down and Kaval pounds away in the
corner until a Vickie distraction lets Dolph take him down.

Kaval comes back with a handspring into an awesome kick to the face in
the corner. Kaval goes up with his back to the ring, allowing Dolph to
put on a sleeper on the top rope for some reason. Dolph gets knocked back
and Kaval misses a big flip dive, allowing Dolph to hit the Fameasser for
two. The sleeper gets slapped on again (on the mat this time) but Kaval
escapes and is launched to the top rope where he springs off and hits a
spin kick to the face in ANOTHER awesome looking move. Ziggler misses a
charge in the corner and gets rolled up for two before Ziggler gets a

rollup of his own with tights to retain.

Rating: C-. Kaval tried here but this crippled whatever he had as far as
momentum was going. He would be gone before the end of the year and I
can’'t say I blame him. The match here was ok enough but the chemistry
didn’t click at all. Also, why would you pick a match for the



Intercontinental Title when you can pick whatever you want?

Jack Swagger doesn’t like the idea about being on Team Del Rio, because
it should be Team Swagger. Jack says some stuff about the Spanish being
spoken here because he doesn’t habla Espanol. Rhodes, who is still
Dashing at this point (a gimmick where he was obsessed with self grooming
and looking great), comes up and makes fun of Swagger’s shoes. Del Rio
says that he won a bet about Swagger getting interrupted. This goes

nowhere.

Team Del Rio vs. Team Mysterio

Alberto Del Rio, Tyler Reks, Drew McIntyre, Jack Swagger, Cody Rhodes
Rey Mysterio, Chris Masters, Big Show, MVP, Kofi Kingston

Alberto is the big newcomer here and Mysterio was his first target. Team
Mysterio is all in blue for a nice touch. Reks is a decent sized guy with
a beard and nothing all that unique about him. Masters is very muscular
and that’s about the extent of his character. The fans chant for MVP as
he’s the hometown boy.

The captains start things off but there’s no contact as Del Rio tags in
Rhodes. We start talking about baseball (Striker: “Rickey Henderson may
be the greatest baseball player of all time.” Cole and Lawler: “WHAT???")
as Rey hooks an 0’Connor Roll for two on Cody. Cody comes back with a
Disaster kick and stomps away in the corner.

Here’'s Del Rio again but he gets caught in the corner and hit by a hard
running dropkick. Off to MVP who hits a dropkick and ducks an enziguri in
the corner. This was right around the time when he was getting good, but
he would be gone in less than three weeks. That’'s wrestling for you.
Here's Kofi with some bouncing offense but it’s quickly off to Masters.
Lawler does his usual talk about the Clowns vs. Kings back in 94 as Reks
and McIntyre take turns beating on Masters.

Drew’s middle rope jumps lands on a boot and Masters can tag in MVP. MVP
suplexes McIntyre down and hits the Ballin Elbow, only to fall victim to
the Ultimate Warrior/Rick Rude ending from Wrestlemania V (MVP suplexes



Drew but Alberto hooks MVP's foot and Drew falls on top for a pin).
Masters comes back in again and hits a kind of Jackhammer for two. Del
Rio avoids the Masterlock and puts on the Armbreaker for the submission
to make it 5-3.

Here’'s Big Show as the stopper for his team and Del Rio bails, bringing
in Swagger. Jack tries to wrestle him down and is immediately chopped in
the chest. A kind of chop block takes Show down and it’s back to Del Rio.
Show glares at him again and Alberto tags out to Drew, but before Alberto
gets out Show knocks him out cold. With McIntyre down, Show slams Kofi
down onto Drew for a two count. Apparently Alberto can’t continue and is
eliminated. Cody comes in to face Kingston and Rhodes snaps when he gets
hit in the face. He goes on a rant and heads to the floor to check the
mirror on the back of his jacket.

Rhodes heads back in and gets hit in the face again. Off to Show who
slaps Cody on the back and the KO punch makes it 3-3. It’'s Kofi/Rey/Show
vs. Reks/Swagger/McIntyre and Reks immediately clotheslines Show down in
an impressive move. Swagger comes in to work on the leg and hooks the
ankle lock. After nearly tapping, Show crawls over to Rey for the saving
tag. Rey speeds things up but Jack kicks his head off for two.

Swagger drills Kofi on the apron before catching Rey’s 619 into the ankle
lock. Mysterio rolls through the hold and makes the hot tag to Kofi who
cleans house and hits the top rope cross body for two on Reks. Kofi
misses a charge in the corner and gets caught in the Tree of Woe. After
Kofi gets down, Reks charges into a double boot in the corner for the
fast elimination. Swagger comes in almost immediately and catches Trouble

in Paradise into the ankle lock to tie things back up.

Back to Big Show who uses that large body of his to run Swagger over a
few times before Swagger has to lay down so Rey and Show can do the on
the shoulders splash. McIntyre breaks up the big splash though and Rey is
down. Rey gets placed on the top rope but headbutts Jack down to the mat.
The 619 sets up that splash off Show’s shoulders to make it 2-1. Future
Shock is countered and it’s a chokeslam from Show for the final

elimination.



Rating: B-. This was a fine Survivor Series match with both teams working
well together. I don’t get the point in having Del Rio eliminated that
early, but it allows for Rey vs. Del Rio to happen later on. The match
wasn’t a classic but it worked well enough for what it was supposed to

be. Decent stuff here and the fans were happy with the ending.

Randy Orton talks about how he’s tired of hearing all of the talk about
Cena and Barrett, because tonight it’'s either the RKO or the Punt to stop
Barrett.

Divas Title: Laycool vs. Natalya

Handicap match. Laycool are the co-champions here as both have belts in a
story that wasn’t that interesting in the first place. The champs have to
tag here and it’'s Michelle to start. Natalya takes it to the mat early on
and Michelle actually takes over with the amateur stuff. Off to the
hometown heel in Layla who distracts the referee so Michelle can pull
Natalya onto the floor.

Back in and Natalya suplexes both girls at once but her back is hurt in
the process. Michelle blasts her in said back on the floor, but Natalya
shoves Michelle over the barricade. They all brawl at ringside for a bit
before Natalya and Michelle head into the ring. McCool gets rammed into
Layla and the Sharpshooter gives Natalya the title.

Rating: D. Here’s this whole feud in a nutshell: Natalya beat up Layla,
then Natalya beat up Michelle, then Natalya beat up both of them at once.
This wasn’t much of a match but it’s the kind of breather that you have
to give the fans before you get to the big stuff later on. Laycool would
be around for a few more months but once they split, they fell off the
face of the earth.

Beth Phoenix returns to save Natalya from a double beatdown. This would
set up a Divas tables match next month.

We recap Kane vs. Edge. Kane beat Undertaker in the Cell when Paul Bearer
shocked no one and turned on the Dead Man. Edge got this shot for being
on a hot streak, which is a rare thing in modern wrestling. Edge also
kidnapped Bearer and tortured him but hasn’t returned him yet.



Smackdown World Title: Edge vs. Kane

Kane is defending here. Edge wheels out with an empty wheelchair
(representing Paul Bearer) to mess with Kane a bit more. Kane tries a
quick chokeslam but Edge punches out of it. Kane sends him to the floor
and Edge wheels the chair around a bit more to make Kane mad. A baseball
slide sends Kane into the barricade before we head back inside where the
Canadian takes out the Spaniard’s leg. He wraps the leg around the post
and lays on it as the fans aren’t all that interested yet.

Kane gets in an uppercut to take over and slugs away slowly. The champion
chokes away and yells about Bearer a bit as the fans still aren’t into
the match. To really mix things up, Kane puts on a cravate and yells even
more. A low dropkick gets two for the champion and it’s back to the
trusty cravate. Edge finally gets up and hits a cross body off the top
for two.

Kane slugs him down but Edge dropkicks him out of the air on the top rope
clothesline attempt. A side slam gets two for Kane and he goes up again.
Edge makes the stop but gets crotched and clotheslined down for two.
Something resembling a DDT puts Kane down but Edge’s spear hits boot.
There's the chokeslam for two so Kane tries the Tombstone. Edge slips
down the back and spears Kane down for the pin and no title, because all

four shoulders were down and it’'s a draw.

Rating: F+. The ending until the cover wasn’t bad, but other than that
this was dull, slow and horrible. These two just did not work well
together at all, so of course they had another title match on PPV.
Horrible match here as Kane just stood around and held Edge by the neck
for LONG stretches of time. Kane would accidentally kill Paul Bearer soon
after this in a stupid segment.

Kane beats up Edge post match. Edge comes back and puts Kane in the
wheelchair and sends him through part of the barricade.

Barrett tells Cena if he doesn’t help him tonight, Cena is gone. Cena
says he knows what he’s going to do.

Tag Team Titles: Nexus vs. Vladimir Kozlov/Santino Marella




Nexus is represented by Heath Slater (a country boy) and Justin Gabriel
(a South African high flier). Slater and Gabriel are the champions here
and have the rest of Nexus with them. Santino and Slater start things off
and Marella gets to use some of the martial arts that Kozlov has been
teaching him. Off to Gabriel and Kozlov who tags himself in. Remember
that two years ago, Kozlov was in the World Title match against HHH and
now he’s here. That's quite the fall. Gabriel dives at Kozlov and gets
caught in a kind of spinebuster to give the challengers control.

Gabriel gets in a kick to take Kozlov down and Slater drops a knee for
two. Back to Justin for a cravate (really popular move tonight) and then
a front facelock. Kozlov is about to get to Santino when Slater draws
Marella in illegally. That’'s some good old school tag stuff there and
it’s awesome. Slater hooks a front facelock of his own but it’s a hot tag
to Santino. He hits all of his usual stuff and loads up the Cobra, but
the other members of Nexus distract him and Slater hits the sleeper drop
for the pin to retain.

Rating: D+. Nothing to see here that wouldn’t be on Raw on any given
week. The Tag Team Titles were absolutely nothing at this point but then
again that could go for any show for a good six year stretch or so. The
match was fine but it was another breather for the fans, who have had
quite a few tonight

Post match the challengers get beaten down again and the Anonymous Raw GM
(exactly what it sounds like) says if Nexus interferes in the World Title
match, they’re suspended indefinitely.

We recap Orton vs. Barrett. Barrett got the title shot through winning
NXT and got Cena to join Nexus through winning at Hell in a Cell. Cena
hates it but Barrett made him the guest referee tonight. If he screws
Orton over, he won’t be able to live with himself, but if he doesn’t
screw Orton over, Barrett will fire him. This gets the music video
treatment of course.

Raw World Title: Wade Barrett vs. Randy Orton

You can only win by pin or submission. Feeling out process to start with
Orton grabbing a headlock. A shoulder puts Barrett down and Orton fires



away elbows and uppercuts in the corner. Cena finally does something and
it's correct procedure, but the fans boo because it’s against Orton. He
goes the same thing to Barrett and Orton hits a dropkick to take over.

We head to the floor where Barrett hits a kick to the ribs to take over.
Orton gets sent into the steps and punched down back in the ring. Barrett
covers and gets a fair one count. We hit the chinlock for a good while
until Orton fights back with his usual comeback stuff. The backbreaker
gets two and Orton glares at Cena. Barrett gets in an uppercut and hits a
top rope elbow for two.

Barrett hits his pumphandle slam for two and now Barrett glares at Cena
too. This is pretty dull stuff so far. Wasteland is countered and there’s
a Boss Man Slam (called a Black Hole Slam by Striker) for another close
two. The fans do the usual pro/anti Cena chants as Orton hits the
Elevated DDT. Barrett gets in a knee to the head and Wasteland hits but
Orton grabs the rope at two. I do love how the idea that Barrett could
just win the title on his own is a completely non-factor. Barrett shoves
Cena so Cena shoves him back, right into the RKO and the clean pin to
fire Cena. Striker: “Cena’s free!” Cole: “Cena’s fired.” Striker: “Oh.”

Rating: D. This barely worked as the focus was entirely on Cena and the
match was really dull for the most part. It was someone hitting a move
that would be lucky to get two and then glaring at Cena when they didn’t
get a pin off of it. Cena was “fired” as a result, but would of course be
back on PPV the next month. I don’t think he ever missed a Raw. I like
the moment with him counting the pin because that’s him being himself
which is the essence of Cena’s character, but the match sucked.

Cena has no idea what to do post match. Nexus runs in and gets beaten
down by the Super Best Friends. Cena hands Orton the title to end the

show.

Overall Rating: D+. The main events sucked but the first half or so of
this was fine. The problem with the main event here is the same problem
that brought down the whole Nexus angle: Barrett never won the title.
Without that, Nexus and Barrett in particular weren’t really big threats
but rather guys that annoyed Cena for a few months until he beat them



all. Besides, the next night Miz cashed in and won the title after Cena
cost Barrett another title shot. This show isn’t really worth seeing but
it’s not horrible.

Ratings Comparison

Daniel Bryan vs. Ted DiBiase
Original: B

Redo: C+

John Morrison vs. Sheamus
Original: B

Redo: B-

Dolph Ziggler vs. Kaval
Original: B-

Redo: C-

Team Mysterio vs. Team Del Rio
Original: B-

Redo: B-

Natalya vs. Laycool
Original: D+

Redo: D

Kane vs. Edge

Original: D

Redo: F+

Nexus vs. Santino Marella/Vladimir Kozlov



Original: D

Redo: D+

Randy Orton vs. Wade Barrett
Original: D+

Redo: D

Overall Rating

Original: B

Redo: D+

I liked this one WAY better on first viewing. Then again I
didn’t know what was coming for Nexus back then.

Here’'s the original review if you’'re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/19/history-of-survivor-s
eries-count-up-2010-when-did-orton-and-barrett-get-good/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/19/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-2010-when-did-orton-and-barrett-get-good/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/19/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-2010-when-did-orton-and-barrett-get-good/
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Survivor Series Count-Up -
2009: Triple Threat Theater

Survivor Series 2009

Date: November 22, 2009

Location: Verizon Center, Washington, D.C.

Attendance: 12,500

Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Matt Striker

By this point a lot of the top mainstays are firmly established on top of
the company. Cena is the star that everyone knows him as now, Orton is
becoming one of the top heels and Punk is rising up the card. Now that
things have stopped shuffling, we can get down to some solid stories and
matches. However, the midcard is about to be in a major state of flux.
Let’s get to it.

We get clips from every Survivor Series for the opening video. The
extended clips stop at 1990 though.

Team Miz vs. Team Morrison

The Miz, Drew McIntyre, Sheamus, Dolph Ziggler, Jack Swagger
John Morrison, Matt Hardy, Evan Bourne, Shelton Benjamin, Finlay

Miz and Morrison used to be partners but have since split and started a
feud. Hardy and Benjamin would be gone from WWE in 2010, Finlay would
become a trainer and only part time wrestler in the same year, and
Morrison wouldn’t make it to 2012. Bourne (a high flier) would stay
active but eventually be out over two years with a foot injury. Morrison
is Intercontinental Champion.

On the other side you have four World Champions and Drew McIntyre (later
known as Drew Galloway in TNA). Miz is US Champion here. McIntyre (a
Scottish wrestler with a lot of potential) has only been around for about


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/11/13/survivor-series-count-up-2009-triple-threat-theater/
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three months and Sheamus (an Irish brawler) has only been on Raw less
than a month.

Bourne and Swagger get things going with Evan grabbing a quick rollup for
two. Ziggler comes in for the Hennig neck snap and a modified belly to
belly suplex for two. Back to Swagger who pounds on the back of Bourne
and brings Dolph back in again, hooking a half crab on Evan. Bourne
escapes and comes back with a hurricanrana out of the corner and a
jumping knee to the face.

There's the hot tag to Matt (BIG pop) and a double elbow to the back of
Ziggler's head by Evan and Matt. The Side Effect sets up Air Bourne
(great looking shooting star press) for the elimination of Ziggler, but
McIntyre comes in immediately and Future Shocks (double arm DDT) Bourne
to tie it back up. Finlay charges in to fight McIntyre and hits that
Regal Roll of his. Off to Sheamus and Striker goes 0000.

They stare each other down but a Miz distraction allows Sheamus to Brogue
Kick Finlay down for the pin. Matt comes in to pound on Sheamus but he
walks into a powerslam for two for the pale one. Off to Miz who drops a
leg and puts on a reverse chinlock. The Reality Check (backbreaker into a

neckbreaker) gets two and it’s off to a front facelock.

Hardy reverses but Swagger comes in and drops ax handles on his back to
keep Matt in. Jack hooks a chinlock but Matt counters into a sleeper,
from which he drops Swagger onto the back of his head in a kind of
neckbreaker. Hot tag brings in Morrison to speed thing up. Morrison gets
sent into the post but avoids the Vader Bomb. After taking out Miz, the
Flying Chuck (Disaster kick) kills Jack for two as everything breaks
down. The referee gets run over and once things calm down, Morrison hits
a knee to Swagger’s chest and Starship Pain (twisting split legged

moonsault) ties things up by eliminating Swagger.

Miz comes in and hits his running corner clothesline followed by a top
rope double ax for two. Off to a quickly broken chinlock and it’s back to
Shelton, now with gold hair in an idea that never did work. A Stinger
Splash and a northern lights suplex gets two and Benjamin keeps knocking
Miz away whenever Miz comes at him. A bridging German suplex gets two for



Shelton as the original referee is being checked for a concussion.
Sheamus breaks up a neckbreaker from Shelton and Miz hits the Skull
Crushing Finale to take out Benjamin.

Off to Matt vs. Drew as things slow down a bit. They send each other into
opposite corners with Matt taking over via a neckbreaker and the yelling
legdrop for two. Another neckbreaker puts McIntyre down but Matt goes up
and misses a moonsault press. A second Future Shock (called a Kobashi DDT
by Striker) gets a second elimination for Drew, leaving us with Morrison
vs. Sheamus/Miz/McIntyre.

Morrison starts with McIntyre and pounds away in the corner as Striker
quotes Jim Morrison lyrics. Drew sends him into the corner and it’'s off
to Sheamus for some double stomping. Miz comes back in for some trash
talk followed by a slugout. Morrison takes over but it’s quickly off to
Sheamus to run John over. Morrison kicks all three heels down but the
Flying Chuck is caught by a Brogue Kick out of the air, followed by the

High Cross (Razor’s Edge) for the final elimination.

Rating: C+. This was your typical Survivor Series match and hopefully it
gives us the definitive ending to the feud between the captains. Morrison
was the more athletically gifted guy but Miz would go on to much better
things. I'm not sure if it was more his talent or the complete lack of
expectations for him but Miz went miles ahead of Morrison soon after
this. Sheamus would get the Raw World Title in less than a month.

Team Kofi talks strategy but Christian feels awkward among four people
not like him. His partners are MVP, Kofi Kingston, R-Truth and Mark
Henry. Christian says he’s the only one that’s...you know....from ECW. The
awkward responses ensue and Christian thinks they thought it was because
he’s Canadian. Christian “raps” and mentions the race thing, drawing

stares. Everyone eventually cracks up.

We recap Batista vs. Rey Mysterio. They had been tag partners but Rey got
pinned a few times. At Bragging Rights, Batista snapped and turned heel

on Rey in one of the best heel turns in years. I loved this turn because
it’s so simple: Batista got tired of losing over and over and then, very
calmly, he said he was going to rip Rey’s head off, and then he DID. Rey



begged for mercy, but Batista kept beating on him and hurting him,
turning him into a big, muscle headed bully, which is one of the best
kinds.

Rey Mysterio vs. Batista

Rey takes the leg out quickly and tries the 619 but Batista bails. Rey
follows and is immediately slammed against the apron and Big Dave takes
over. Mysterio tries to fire off some kicks but Batista clotheslines his
head off to stop Rey cold. The Batista Bomb is escaped as is a powerslam

and Rey goes after the knee.

Rey kicks Batista into 619 position but Batista grabs the legs out of the
air but can’t hit the Bomb yet. Mysterio sends him to the floor for a
seated senton but Batista shrugs it off. Back in and Rey hits a pair of
619’s to the back and the ribs and a third to the face. Another
springboard seated senton puts Batista down and Rey goes up for the Eddie
Guerrero dance, only to dive onto knees. Batista kills Rey with a spear
and there’s the spinebuster. The Batista Bomb kills Rey but Dave won’t
cover. There’s another Bomb and a third so the referee stops the match.

Rating: C+. I liked this for the story it was telling and the match
wasn’'t all that important. This was cool to see as Batista let out some
of his anger and didn’t have to get pinned by some stupid rollup or
anything like that. Sometimes you need some violence and the destruction
of someone instead of them being able to stand tall. Let the bad guy win
once in awhile and let him look strong. Then when someone stands up to
him and beats him, they’re a hero. For some reason, this never happens
anymore.

Post match Batista brings in a chair and picks up a begging Rey. He hits
a spinebuster onto the chair, but the key here is the look on his face.
There is no emotion on it at all and it’s like he has to do this because
it's who he is. Awesome all around. Rey is taken out on a stretcher.

Orton doesn’t like his team. Punk doesn’t really want to hear it.

We recap Team Kofi vs. Team Orton. Orton was all evil and psycho so Kofi
stood up to him. This resulted in what looked to be one of the best face



pushes in a long time, as Kofi showed some AWESOME emotion and looking
like a serious threat to take Orton down. He destroyed an Orton racecar
and then got in a BIG brawl with Orton all over Madison Square Garden,
capped off by a Boom Drop through a table.

Unfortunately, the beginning of this saw Kofi miss his cue and make Orton
look stupid, so guess what happened to Kofi’s push at the end of this
program. Since, you know, months of awesome promos and buildup and crowd
reactions should be thrown away for the sake of a three second error that
no one remembers. The package easily edits it out here, but hey, EVERYONE
remembers EVERYTHING that happens on Raw right? That'’s why everything is
recapped: so EVERYONE that remember EVERYTHING can remember it even
better.

Team Randy Orton vs. Team Kofi Kingston

Kofi Kingston, MVP, Mark Henry, R-Truth, Christian
Randy Orton, Cody Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, CM Punk, William Regal

Christian is ECW Champion and is feuding with Regal. Mark Henry and MVP
are a team and feuding with Legacy (Rhodes and DiBiase. That'’s DiBiase
Jr. of course. He never did much but he had potential.). Orton is pleased
that he gets to fight Kofi but Henry starts instead. Henry throws Randy
into Orton’s corner where Henry beats up all four of them. There’s a
bearhug as Striker says being a Rumble winner might help Orton with
strategy here. What does a battle royal have to do with an elimination
tag match? Anyway, Legacy helps their boss out and it’s an RKO to
eliminate Henry in less than a minute.

MVP comes in and Team Orton all bails to the floor. After the quick
huddle outside, here’s Orton again to face MVP but Rhodes makes a blind
tag to stomp away on him. It’s quickly off to DiBiase then Regal then
Punk to stomp away until Punk hooks a chinlock. MVP fights up and hits a
suplex that looked like it lacked contact before bringing Truth in. Truth
does his backflip into the splits but Rhodes’ distraction lets Punk hit
the GTS to eliminate the rapper.

Christian comes in next to face Punk and they trade basic stuff to start.



Punk gets in a knee to the ribs and it’s off to DiBiase for a middle rope
elbow which gets two. Christian tries the Killswitch but walks into a
powerslam instead. Dream Street (cobra clutch slam) and the Killswitch
are both countered so Christian kicks DiBiase in the ribs and hits the

spinning sunset flip out of the corner to make it 4-3.

Regal comes in immediately and gets all fired up but gets dropkicked
down. There’'s the tag to Kofi and things speed way up. Kofi fires off
punches in the corner and but Regal fires off some punches to slow Kofi
down. Off to Rhodes for more punches and kicks before Regal comes in
again. MVP gets the tag and hits the Drive By (running boot to the head)
to take Regal out and tie us up at three each (Kofi/MVP/Christian vs.
Orton/Rhodes/Punk) .

Cody comes in with a top rope cross body but MVP rolls through it for
two. Rhodes gets caught in the good guy corner and it’s Canadian time as
Christian pounds him into another corner. Tornado DDT is broken up and
Christian is in trouble already. Cody wraps his legs around Christian as
things slow down again. Off to Randy again who hits a gorgeous dropkick
for two. Off to Rhodes who misses a knee drop so it’s back to MVP. It’s
more basic punches and the Ballin Elbow for no cover. MVP has to knock
Orton down and gets caught in Cross Rhodes to make it 3-2.

Kofi comes in and rolls up Cody for a VERY hot two count before it’s back
to Christian. The Canadian works on the arm before it’'s back to Kofi with
a springboard shot to the arm as well. Christian and Kofi take turns on
Cody until the Killswitch takes him out. This was simple yet effective.
It’s down to Punk/Orton vs. Christian/Kofi which is a spiffy little tag
match.

Orton comes in to face Christian and a right hand takes Captain Charisma
down. Christian has to take Punk down off the apron but still manages to
avoid the RKO and hit the Killswitch for two as Punk saves. Punk
distracts Christian and it’s an RKO to make it 2-1. Kofi wants Orton but
Randy tags out when he sees Kingston there. Punk and Kofi stare at each
other a bit before slugging it out with Kofi taking over with some HARD
forearms.



The GTS and Trouble in Paradise both miss and we’ve got a stalemate. Kofi
hits a big dropkick and the SOS for two. Orton is walking around on the
floor as Punk takes over. Off to a leg choke which shifts to a body vice
with the legs as some time is killed. Kofi fights up but a splash hits
Punk’s knees.

A falcon’s arrow gets two for CM but the bulldog out of the corner is
countered with a belly to back suplex. Kofi goes up and after blocking a
superplex twice, a top rope cross body gets a close two. An Orton
distraction prevents the Boom Drop but Kofi reverses a rollup into the
pin on Punk and immediately kicks Orton’s head off for the final pin and
a BIG pop.

Rating: B. This took a bit more time than it needed but the ending was
perfect. It made Kofi look like a STAR...and then he lost the next month
to Orton and was back in the midcard immediately after, but this was
AWESOME. The other eliminations didn’t mean much and this would have been
better as a 4-4 match with about three less minutes, but great ending and

I was totally into the Kofi push at this point.

Smackdown World Title: Undertaker vs. Chris Jericho vs. Big Show

Jericho’s team won at Bragging Rights and Big Show turned on Raw at the
same show to get this spot. Undertaker is defending and he’s the only
person I'll call champion in this match even though Jericho and Big Show
have the Smackdown Tag Team Titles here. The challengers pound Undertaker
into the corner with Show headbutting the champion a bit for good

measure.

Undertaker comes back with a clothesline to send Show to the floor and
goes after him instead of fighting Jericho in the ring. 0dd decision but
Undertaker is an odd guy most of the time. Undertaker fires away punches
on the floor but Jericho pops up from out of nowhere and takes out the
champ’s legs. Undertaker is stuck in the timekeeper’s area so the

challengers lift him out of it to throw him back inside to hammer away.

Jericho misses a charge and Undertaker pounds away on Show before
clotheslining him down. Show heads to the floor and Jericho gets beaten

up for awhile but the big bald guy pulls the champ to the floor.



Undertaker is all cool with that though and posts Show before getting
crotched when attempting Old School on Jericho. Chris superplexes him
down but Undertaker gets the knees up to block the Lionsault. Jericho
counters the counter and puts on the Walls, but Show breaks it up with a

chokeslam.

A chokeslam to Undertaker is countered into a DDT and all three guys are
down. Jericho tries to cover both guys but can only get two before being
launched to the floor by Big Show. Undertaker wins a slugout with Big
Show and they both grab chokeslam grips, but it’s Jericho with a belt
shot to take Show down, possibly by mistake. Undertaker loads up the Last
Ride on Jericho but another belt shot to the head knocks out the champion
for a good two seconds.

Jericho mocks the Undertaker for some reason and tries a Tombstone. Since
he isn’t Kane at the moment, Undertaker easily counters, only to have Big
Show knock him out. Jericho saves the pin and tries a Codebreaker on Big
Show, who is like boy please. A knock out punch puts Jericho down as
Undertaker is getting back to his feet. Show calls for the chokeslam but
Show pulls him down into the Hell’s Gate for the submission to retain.

Rating: C+. This is one of those matches that went fine but you could
have called most of the match the entire way through. Was there any doubt
that Undertaker was going to keep the belt here and that the partners
would turn on each other? That’s the problem with these kind of matches:
they never take risks on the endings so it’s the same stuff over and over

again.

The survivors of Team Miz (Miz, McIntyre and Sheamus) brag a bit and
claim to be the future. Eh kind of.

Team Mickie James vs. Team Michelle McCool

Michelle McCool, Layla, Beth Phoenix, Jillian Hall, Alicia Fox
Mickie James, Kelly Kelly, Melina, Gail Kim, Eve Torres

Elimination rules. Michelle is Women'’s Champion and Melina is Divas
Champion. Layla and McCool are now an evil team called Laycool, Fox is a



Diva with an attitude, Torres is a smart and polished woman and Gail is
back from TNA but not doing much. Kelly and Layla get things going and
it’s not pretty from the start. They are but the wrestling isn’'t quite so
smooth. Layla hits some dropkicks to the back but Kelly comes back with a
legdrop to the back of the head to get the quick elimination.

Off to Gail vs. Michelle and it’s a quick Faithbreaker (Styles Clash) to
eliminate Kim. Seriously it’'s that fast. It’s time for Eve vs. Jillian
with the singer taking over with a cartwheel splash. After some
uninspired stuff, Eve pins Jillian with a top rope sunset flip and is
immediately pinned herself after the Glam Slam. A second Glam Slam pins
Kelly and it’s down to Mickie/Melina vs. Beth/Michelle/Alicia. Mickie
comes in to fight Beth and after some forearms, a crucifix gets rid of

Phoenix.

Alicia comes in next and things slow WAY down as Beth was the only girl
in there that was going to be able to beat Mickie. A northern lights
suplex with a GREAT bridge from Alicia (she could always do that so well)
gets two but Mickie backflips up from the mat into a front chancery. It’s
quickly broken up but it looked awesome. Mickie comes off the middle rope
with a Thesz Press for the pin to make it 2-1.

Michelle comes in and stomps on Mickie before hooking a chinlock. Mickie
comes back with a forearm to the face and both chicks are down. James
can’t quite make the tag so Michelle slams her down for two. There'’s the
hot tag to Melina who goes nuts but gets no response. Michelle suplexes
her down but she puts Melina over her shoulders and gets caught in a
sunset flip for the final pin.

Rating: D-. This was worthless. As in there was no value to this
whatsoever. The sex appeal is going down too as most of the girls are
more covered up than they were in the previous years, and when you have
bad wrestling with a lack of sex appeal, the Divas matches go way down in
value. The crowd didn’t care at all here either.

Batista liked hurting Rey.

No recap video for the main event, but there’s no need for one. It’'s the

same story as the other World Title match minus the Bragging Rights



parts.

Raw World Title: HHH vs. Shawn Michaels vs. John Cena

Cena is defending of course. The bell rings and Shawn superkicks HHH to
the floor for a big surprise. Cena’'s reaction is great as he never saw
that coming and I don’t think most people did either. The replay screws
it up by showing a good three inches between Shawn’s boot and HHH's face,
but that’s normal anymore. Cena tries a fast clothesline on Shawn but

gets caught in a neckbreaker instead.

John comes back with a release fisherman’s suplex but Shawn chops away in
the corner. Shawn gets kicked onto the top rope where Cena tries the AA
but Shawn counters into something that most resembled a DDT for two.
Shawn goes for the knee and the fans think Cena sucks. There’s a Figure
Four on Cena but John turns it over to escape.

Back to their feet we go and Cena’s leg seems perfectly fine. He hits a
pair of shoulder blocks but a third misses and he falls to the floor.
Shawn loads up the announce table as HHH is still out cold apparently.
Cena pops up to try an AA through the table but HHH saves, only to hit a
big spinebuster to send Shawn through the table. Back inside we have HHH
pounding away on Cena as Striker won’t stop talking. He goes on about how
HHH is the ace of spades and all kinds of other terms that either go over
most peoples’ heads or make little sense because he thinks he’s smarter
than everyone else watching.

HHH hits a neckbreaker for two on Cena but a Pedigree attempt is
countered into a slingshot into the corner. They slug it out with Cena
taking over and hitting a shoulder to take over. There’s the ProtoBomb
but Shawn sends him into the post to break up the Shuffle. It’s time for
DX to explode and Shawn takes over early with an atomic drop followed by
some chops. HHH comes back with a knee to the face but Shawn hits the
forearms and nips up.

It doesn’t do much good though as he is immediately caught in the
spinebuster, but like Cena he escapes the Pedigree. Shawn goes up but
gets crotched by Cena who goes up as well, only to miss the top rope

Fameasser. Shawn hits the top rope elbow on Cena but HHH sends Shawn to



the floor. There’s the STF on HHH as Cena doesn’'t seem interested in
selling at all in this match. As HHH is about to tap, Shawn comes in and
hooks the Crossface on Cena to break the hold.

Cena pulls up from that into an AA attempt but Michaels slips down the
back, only to get caught in the STF. Shawn FINALLY gets the rope and pops
up to superkick Cena. HHH charges in and takes another superkick, only to
fall on Cena for a VERY close two. Cena hits an AA on HHH as Shawn gets
back in after falling out after the two kicks. They both crawl for the
cover and both get a two at the same time. All three guys try finishers
on each other (including a piledriver attempt from Shawn) before Shawn
superkicks HHH again but gets AA’d onto HHH for the pin to retain Cena’s
title.

Rating: B. Good solid match here and WAY better than the previous one.
Cena’s selling here was really surprising though as he’s not one to pull
something like that. Other than that the finishers being used so often
got a bit annoying, but the match felt like a big battle where anyone
could have won, which couldn’t really be said about Show vs. Jericho vs.
Undertaker. Good stuff here.

Cena signs some autographs for National Guard members to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. This is a pretty good show but overall, it’s kind of
underwhelming. The show mostly felt like it came and went and if the show
happened that’'s fine but if it didn’t exist that would be fine too. The
triple threats didn’'t work either although the main event was definitely
a solid match. No need to see this, although it was good show if that
makes sense.

Ratings Comparison

Team Miz vs. Team Morrison
Original: B
Redo: C+

Batista vs. Rey Mysterio



Original: C+

Redo: C+

Team Kingston vs. Team Orton

Original: B+

Redo: B

Undertaker vs. Chris Jericho vs. Big Show

Original: C+

Redo: C+

Team Mickie James vs.

Original: D

Redo: D-

John Cena vs. HHH vs.

Original: C+
Redo: B
Overall Rating
Original: B-

Redo: B-

Team Michelle McCool

Shawn Michaels

That’s probably about as close as this is going to get.

Here’s the original review if you'’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/18/history-of-survivor-s

eries-count-up-2009-the-pg-powers-explode/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
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book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Coming Friday: Complete
Monday Nitro/Thunder Reviews
Volume 5

I'm getting closer to wrapping up this series as we hit 1999
and the dark times for WCW.

In case you haven’t seen the first four, here they are:

Volume 1

Volume 2
Volume 3

Volume 4

In case that'’s not enough for you, here’s my Amazon author
page with all of my books in one place.

https://www.amazon.com/KBs-Complete-Monday-Nitro-Reviews-ebook
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All of them are under $4 and can be read on any e-reader.

Lucha Underground — November
9, 2016: The First of Many
Highlights

Lucha Underground
Date: November 9, 2016
Location: Lucha Underground Temple, Boyle Heights, California

Commentators: Vampiro, Matt Striker

It’'s a special week around here as we get one of the signature matches
from Lucha Underground: Grave Consequences. While most promotions call it
a casket match, Lucha Underground turns it into one of the biggest deals
in their entire calendar. It helps that the match is between Mil Muertes
and Prince Puma, which basically guarantees how awesome it’s going to be.
Let’'s get to it.

The opening recap looks at Famous b. vs. Mascarita Sagrada (with Son of
Havoc and Dr. Wagner Jr. thrown in) and of course Grave Consequences.

Catrina gives Muertes a pep talk, saying she won’'t bring him back again
if he loses.

Mascarita Sagrada vs. Famous B.

Believers Backlash, meaning fans bring the weapons. Sagrada grabs some
football pads and headbutts B. low with the helmet, followed by a splash
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off the stepladder. Don’t bother asking where the weapons are coming from
here as the fans are just handing them over. B. misses a shot with a big
bag of popcorn as the comedy is actually working here. How serious can a

manager vs. a mini really be?

Some trashcan shots to Famous draw the Duke Droese reference and it’s
time for an atomizer full of perfume, which is actually labeled
Arrogance. Nice touch. Sagrada pulls out a wizard hat and makes a bowling
ball appear for the Al Snow spot. Cue Wagner and Havoc who quickly cancel
each other out, leaving Sagrada to blast B. with a portrait of...Famous B.
Brenda gets pied (which freaks the fans out WAY more than it should) and
a tornado DDT puts B. away at 7:02.

Rating: B-. It was fun and that’'s all they were going for. I get really
tired of seeing matches like this go from comedy to serious and then back
to a goofy finish and that'’s not it needed to be. Good, entertaining
match here and that’'s all it needed to be. Sagrada should have destroyed
B. and he did just that.

Sagrada cuts up a big cardboard cutout of B. and Havoc gives him a vest.

Dante is getting ready when Killshot comes in. Apparently Dante has
gotten a job and they have to fight together tonight, though neither

seems happy with it.

Kobra Moon is still trying to get Drago to join a tribe but gets turned

down again. Vinny appears and is still creepy.

Mack/Mariposa/Marty Martinez/Jeremiah Crane/Ivelisse vs.

Killshot/Argenis/Dante Fox/Cage/Texano

The winning team is in Aztec Warfare. Crane kicks Fox in the face to
start and a Death Valley Driver sends Fox over to tag Killshot. The
couple actually starts beating on Killshot but Cage comes in to throw
Ivelisse into the corner. The rapid tags that you would expect begin and
it's already time to lose track of everything that’'s going on.

We unleash the dives until Fox and Killshot argue in the ring. As with
any arguing team, they’re fine enough to work perfectly together and kick



Marty and Mariposa in the face. Ivelisse flips out of a suplex into a
hurricanrana (sweet) for two...and then crashes to the floor, injuring her
ankle again like she did in season one. She screams NOT AGAIN as Fox lays
out Killshot so Marty can get the pin at 4:03.

Rating: C. This was a bit too short to mean much but it was the kind of
entertaining match you would expect from a show like this one. Fox and
Crane are good additions to the roster and the rest all have roles (save
for Argenis, who the announcers said was basically just there), making
this exactly what it needed to be.

Dario Cueto gives Matanza a pep talk.

Prince Puma vs. Mil Muertes

Grave Consequences and Puma kicks Muertes in the face during the
entrances. That earns Puma a whip into the empty chairs, only to have him
hit Mil in the mask with the bell. Puma goes to get the casket and is
promptly powerbombed onto it. Of course it’'s table time because where
would we be without one of those?

Unfortunately even death doesn’t make you smart enough to not put a chair
in the corner, meaning Muertes goes head first into it. That's completely
no sold though and Puma is speared through the table in the corner. Mil
unhooks the turnbuckle (Why not?) and the casket is brought inside. That
takes too long as well, meaning it’s a springboard 450 onto Mil on the
casket. The lid is slammed onto Mil’s back over and over....and here’s
another table.

Vampiro is WAY too happy about this evil side of Puma and you can feel
his inner darkness coming out. Mil can’t quite close the lid and the
Flatliner is countered with a kick to the head. As expected though, Puma
takes too much time setting up something big and gets chokeslammed
through two tables at ringside. Mil goes to the back and finds the same
casket that he put Konnan inside. A Flatliner on the floor is enough to
finish Puma at 16:03.

Rating: A-. Great stuff here as they beat the heck out of each other with
Mil just being too much for Puma when it came to the violence. In



addition to getting rid of Puma for the time being, it also helps charge
Muertes up before we get to Aztec Warfare next week. We haven’t really
seen Muertes vs. Matanza in their big fight last season and a return to

that violence would be a lot of fun.
Puma’s casket is carried out to end the show.

Overall Rating: A-. If there’s one thing Lucha Underground knows how to
do, it’s set up something big for a major main event. Other than the
great main event, we also had the fun opener and more names announced for
Aztec Warfare. That’s going to be an even more entertaining show next
week as Lucha Underground gets better, despite us only being at the
beginning of a forty episode season (that should explain some of the
slower pacing).

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Smackdown — June 13, 2002: A
Ratings Bonanza!

Smackdown
Date: June 13, 2002
Location: Bi-Lo Center, Greenville, South Carolina
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Commentators: Michael Cole, Tazz

We’'re ten days away from King of the Ring and it’s really not looking
like the most interesting thing in the world. Granted you could say that
about almost any show around this point but this one is looking even
worse. Smackdown no longer has its own owner so things are changing all

over again. Let’s get to it.
We open with a long recap of the big angle from Monday.
Opening sequence.

Here’'s Vince to get things going, flanked by a bunch of security guards
and with a table and chairs set up in the ring. Vince stands on top of
the table and goes on a rant about how he put everything on the line and
how powerful people only get more powerful. That's why we’re going to
entertain you tonight, starting with a CONTRACT SIGNING!

The boss brings out Undertaker and HHH for the very slow paced staredown.
Undertaker signs, HHH throws out a chair and then signs, Vince talks and
it’s a ratings bonanza! Security grabs HHH and the beatdown is on until
HHH pulls out a well placed sledgehammer. HHH says he isn’t leaving until
he gets his hands on Undertaker. A security guard gets beaten down and
it's time for a break. Back with HHH still in the ring as Billy, Chuck
and Rico are standing on the ramp with the champs holding chairs. Threats
of sucking on a sledgehammer ensue and Billy gets laid out.

With that not getting HHH anywhere, HHH he on the announcers’ table until
the hammer actually breaks. Naturally there’s another hammer waiting but
that can’t break the table either so HHH just kicks the thing over. Now
it’s a monitor being destroyed, followed by a camera. Vince FINALLY comes
out and makes HHH/Hogan vs. Undertaker/Angle for later. We’re over a
fourth of the way through this show and they’ve only set up the main
event. Oh and HHH beat up a Tag Team Champion. The camera gets destroyed
too.

Back from a break with...replays!

Earlier today, Nidia made fun of Hurricane so he suggested she use her



oral skills to tell Jamie Noble to come find him. A challenge is issued
so Nidia licks his face. She’s no Catrina.

King of the Ring Qualifying Match: Test vs. Hurricane

Non-title of course. Test no sells some right hands to start and we can
see the announcers’ table still on its side. Is HHH going to come back
out here and hit them with his hammer if someone tips it back over?
Hurricane avoids a charge in the corner but his crossbody is pulled out
of the air. The chokeslam is broken up but a quick Eye of the Hurricane
gets two on Test. And never mind as the Test Drive gets rid of Hurricane
clean in less than two minutes. That would be two champions taken out in
less than forty minutes.

Nidia and Noble come out and take off Hurricane’s mask.

King of the Ring Qualifying Match: Tajiri vs. Hardcore Holly

The table has been turned back over. You can stop panicking. Tazz picks
Holly to win the whole tournament while Cole, who isn’t quite as stupid,
picks Chris Jericho. Tajiri starts fast with the kicks, including the big
spinning version for two. A powerslam gives Holly the same To change
things up a bit, Tajiri kicks him in the head again for two more,
followed by an Alabama Slam to give Holly the pin.

Rating: D. To be fair this was just to get to the final eight so Holly
advancing isn’t the worst thing in the world. They kept it short but this
was about three and a half minutes of them trading moves until one of
them got pinned. Maybe they don’t quite have enough room on the roster
for sixteen people but then we couldn’t have qualifying matches and those
are interesting. Not as interesting as a thirty minute contract signing
segment but you have to take what you can get.

Val Venis and Jericho trash talk each other.
GET THE F OUT! BARBERSHOP VERSION!

Chris Jericho/Lance Storm vs. Val Venis/Billy Kidman

Val runs Jericho over with a shoulder to start and a neckbreaker gets



two. Kidman comes in with a bad looking high crossbody, though it could
be due to Kidman’s trunks being about three sizes too small. The former
Sudden Impact starts taking over on Kidman with Storm hitting a dropkick

before Jericho misses a charge in the corner.

That’s enough for the tag off to Val as everything breaks down. The good
guys mess up a spot with Kidman being launched into a dropkick (or maybe
a hurricanrana), leaving him a little short and only kicking Storm in the
chest with one foot. Val and Jericho go outside so Kidman can hit the
shooting star. Jericho pulls the referee though and drops Kidman, only to
have Billy roll Storm up for the surprise pin.

Rating: C+. I can always go for moving a cruiserweight up the ladder a
little bit and Kidman is more than good enough to make that jump. Now I
have no faith in WWE to not screw this up all over again as that’s
certainly their custom, but at least he got a win here and it’s a win he
could build on rather than one over Jericho where he would get beaten in

their singles rematch.
Replays show Storm’s shoulder was up. So much for Kidman looking good.

Hogan doesn’t think much about Angle for attacking him last week after
the big match with HHH (that one that didn’t even last seven minutes).
See, Hogan and Angle are a lot alike. They’re both American icons, they
both love the red, white and blue, they’re both former champions and
they’re both bald. The only difference is Hogan lost his hair battle to
mother nature. Hogan wants a fight with Angle at some point in the future
and can’'t wait to face him in the main event tonight.

Storm yells at Brian Hebner for screwing up and thinks it’s typical
American behavior, especially from this family. To be fair, they haven’t
done anything with Montreal in what, ten minutes at this point?

We look at Jackie Gayda costing Linda Miles her debut match on Velocity.
Linda has found a partner to help her fight Jackie and Ivory: Trish.

Vince is on the phone and says the camera cost $50,000. Angle comes in
and accepts Hogan’s challenge for King of the Ring but can’t stand the



idea that Hogan thinks he’s bald. Undertaker comes in but Vince tells him
tonight is a calculated risk.

D-Von comes out, calls....shall we say self pleasuring a sin and says he
doesn’t do that anymore. Faarooq comes out and says he still does.

Faarooq vs. Reverend D-Von

Spinebuster ends D-Von in seven seconds.

Batista hits D-Von in the head with the collection box by mistake. This
whole thing took about three minutes, which is likely due to the opening
segment taking up a fourth of the show. That might not be the worst thing
in the world.

Trish Stratus/Linda vs. Ivory/Jackie Gayda

Thankfully the veterans start things off with Ivory taking over, allowing
Jackie to hit Trish in the face with a knee brace. It’s off to Linda for
a slam and dropkick with Ivory making the save. A double flapjack plants
Linda again but the Stratusphere sets up Stratusfaction for the pin on
Ivory. It’s good that they kept this short for obvious reasons. I'd be
rather annoyed if I paid for this show and had to sit through a pair of
rookies having a horrible match because of some reality show.

Stacy, looking GREAT tonight, hits on Vince for becoming boss again.
Vince kisses her and Stacy looks disgqusted. Dawn Marie knocking at the

door was ignored.

For the first time we see the brackets for the King of the Ring.
X-Pac

Rob Van Dam

Val Venis

Chris Jericho

Test



Hardcore Holly

Booker T.

Brock Lesnar

Angle and Undertaker attack Hogan.

Hulk Hogan/HHH vs. Undertaker/Kurt Angle

HHH runs out and blasts Angle during the entrances so it’s the HHH vs.
Undertaker slugout to start. Angle gets back in and the double teaming
has HHH in trouble as we get down to the regular tag structure. The champ
is happy with letting Angle do most of the work and get in a cheap shot
here and there. A right hand puts Taker down but that’s enough of a
distraction to start the rolling German suplexes.

Cole thinks HHH might be thrown off by fighting two men at the same time.
This would be your “Gee willikers Cole, you think so?” moment of the
night. Undertaker comes in for some slow right hands before it’s back to
Angle for a sleeper. A double clothesline drops Taker and HHH, followed
by Angle going shoulder first into the post. HHH is able to send Kurt
into the steps but grabs the sledgehammer to draw the DQ.

Rating: D. It’'s hard to imagine that this took place for any reason other
than “Hogan can’t be trusted for more than one match every few weeks”.
The wrestling here was way too slow paced to work and I was very bored
for the most part. HHH vs. Undertaker is looking horrible for a main
event and Angle is going to need a miracle to make Hogan look passable.

The beatdown continues post match with HHH being left laying, only to
have Hogan run out and attack Angle. HHH gets back up and the wig is
ripped off. A lot of posing ensues to end the show.

Overall Rating: D-. I know Raw gets all the criticism but this show was a
trainwreck. It was half an hour of waiting around until we get to the end
of the first segment (with the Tag Team Champions being treated as cannon
fodder) and then a bunch of short matches, including a seven second
“match” which didn’t seem to serve much of a purpose. Things can get

better but the main event is just killing this promotion right now.



Oh and as a bonus, here are the final four segments from a house show the
Sunday before this show:

Billy and Chuck vs. Rikishi/Tazz

Chris Jericho vs. Val Venis

Swimsuit contestant

Hardcore Holly vs. Kurt Angle (Holly won)

Venis is probably a substitute for Edge but I have no idea where HHH was,

as he and Angle main evented a house show the next night.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book, KB’'s Complete 2014 Raw and Smackdown Reviews Part I at
Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/BO1LY6766K#nav-subnav

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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