Summerslam Count-Up — 1993:
Last Stop

IMG Credit: WWE

Summerslam 1993

Date: August 30, 1993

Location: Palace of Auburn Hills, Detroit, Michigan
Attendance: 23,954

Commentators: Vince McMahon, Bobby Heenan

A lot has changed in the last year. Bret won the WWF Title about
three months after the last Summerslam but lost it at Wrestlemania
to the monster Yokozuna. Yoko went on a path of destruction through

the WWF over the summer, but it was WCW signee Lex Luger who stood

up for the USA on the 4" of July in a body slam challenge and is
challenging for the title tonight. Hogan is gone, so America’s hopes

rest on Luger. Let’s get to it.

We see Luger’s Lex Express bus arriving earlier today. Luger had
gone around the country in a bus to get fan support for the match
against Yokozuna. Why he didn’t stay in the WWF and win matches to
get a title shot is beyond me.

Ted DiBiase vs. Razor Ramon

The match starts fast as DiBiase jumps Razor coming in. Razor comes
back with a quick backdrop and a slam, sending DiBiase running to
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the floor. Back in and DiBiase takes it into the corner for some
chops, only to be reversed on a whip and clotheslined out to the
floor again. Razor pulls him back in but Ted chokes away on the top
rope. I love basic heel moves like that. You never see those anymore
because it’s all about attitude or whatever nonsense WWE tells you

now.

Heenan makes jokes about the 1-2-3 Kid, who recently defeated Ramon
and triggered his face turn. A clothesline gets two for DiBiase and
it's off to the chinlock. It’'s clear that DiBiase is WAY past his
prime here but his prime was so good that this is still totally
watchable. Razor’'s arms stay up on the third drop but DiBiase takes
him back down with a swinging neckbreaker. Ted sends him to the
floor and rips off a turnbuckle pad, only to be sent into it
himself. The Razor’s Edge is good for the pin.

Rating: C-. Not much to see here but DiBiase was nothing more than a
jobber to the stars by now anyway. This would actually be the last
match in the WWF for DiBiase as he would do a quick run in Japan
before retiring by the beginning of the year. The match wasn’t bad
but it could have been the main event of any episode of Raw.

Todd Petingill interviews some of the Steiners’ relatives as we’re
in their hometown. The sister calls Rick by his real name of Rob
here.

Taqg Titles: Steiner Brothers vs. Heavenly Bodies

Jim Cornette manages the challengers, who are Jimmy Del Ray and Tom
Pritchard. This is part of the cross promotion with SMW. Heenan
sings Cornette’s praises, which was how Cornette got over as a heel.
He had debuted not long before this and Heenan immediately hugged
him. Since Heenan was a heel and Cornette was a friend of his,
Cornette was instantly hated. No shades of gray, no thought to it,
just basic heel work. I miss stuff like that so much.

The Bodies jump the champions and send Scott out to the floor early
on. A double flapjack puts Rick down and Scott is knocked back to
the floor, but the Bodies spend too much time double teaming. All
four are in now with the Steiners cleaning house to the delight of



the crowd. I'm sure it has nothing to do with them wearing
University of Michigan colors. A tilt-a-whirl slam (called a suplex
by Vince) puts Del Ray down and the Steiners stand tall.

We officially start with Pritchard vs. Scott and Tom is slammed down
in a BIG gorilla press. A backdrop puts Del Ray down and it’s off to
Rick vs. Pritchard. Rick cleans house with Steiner Lines to send the
challengers to the floor. Back in the and the Bodies finally start

cheating, allowing Pritchard to hit an enziguri to send Scott to the

floor, followed by a Del Ray moonsault press to wipe Scott out.

Back in and Del Ry hits a Rocky Maivia spinning DDT but doesn’t
cover like the schnook that he is. Heenan has the match 1112-9 in
favor of the Bodies. A powerslam gets two for Del Ray and Cornette
jabs Scott in the throat with his tennis racket. Scott finally comes
back with a belly to belly out of nowhere and makes the hot tag to
Rick.

Everyone gets Steiner Lines (Heenan: “Mrs. Steiner just gave her
daughter a Steiner Line!”) but the top rope bulldog only gets two on
Del Ray thanks to a save. Cornette throws in the racket but a shot
to Rick’s back is only good for two. Del Ray misses a moonsault and

the Frankensteiner retains the belts.

Rating: C+. This was as by the book of a tag team match as you can
get but it was still good stuff. I don’t think anyone cared about
the Heavenly Bodies but that’s where a good manager like Cornette
can come in handy: the fans are going to boo anyone he’s out there
with, including a tag team who never did anything of note in the
WWF .

A new interviewer named Joe Fowler (he didn’t last long) is with
Shawn and Diesel, with the former saying he’s the best IC Champion
ever. Diesel says he’s there to keep the chicks off the champ.
Fowler wasn’t bad actually.

Intercontinental Title: Mr. Perfect vs. Shawn Michaels

Shawn is defending. This match was literally months in the making
with the WWF basically saying “this is going to be the match of the



year, guaranteed.” To continue the theme of things that just aren’t
the same today, Perfect is trying to become the first three time IC
Champion. We also have Radio WWF with JR and Gorilla Monsoon doing

commentary. Wrestling used to be broadcast on the radio back in the
day, with legendary sportscaster Bob Costas doing commentary at one
point.

Shawn easily takes it down to start but Perfect snapmares him down
as well. Perfect takes over with an armdrag and drives some knees
into the arm. Shawn comes back with a headlock out of the corner but
Perfect avoids an elbow and we have a stalemate. Some LOUD chops in
the corner snap Shawn’s head back and a clothesline turns him inside
out for two. Back to the armbar on the champion but Shawn escapes
and goes up top, only to dive into an armdrag.

Perfect puts on another armbar before catapulting Shawn out to the
floor in a great crash. Perfect goes to the floor but has to stare
at Diesel, giving Shawn an opening for the yet to be named Sweet
Chin Music. Shawn hits an ax handle of the apron to Perfect’s back
before heading back inside to drop knees onto the back. A hard whip
into the corner puts Perfect down again and Shawn drops down onto
Perfect’s back.

Off to a backbreaker with Shawn bending Perfect’s back over Shawn’s
knee. A stiff right hand gets Perfect out and a running dropkick
puts Shawn down again. Perfect gets two off an atomic drop before
countering a backslide into the PerfectPlex, only to have Diesel
pull the leg for the save. Diesel gets punched in the face before
both guys brawl on the floor. Shawn slides back in to distract the
referee, allowing Diesel to post Perfect for the countout.

Rating: C. This was ok and nothing higher than that. The ending was
lame and the match was a bunch of arm/back work with no heat segment
or drama at all. It was a one off match that collapsed under the
weight that the company put on it by saying it would be a classic
and all that jazz. Not much to see here.

Perfect gets beaten down post match with Shawn claiming to be the

best ever. Perfect gives chase and catches up with Shawn during an



interview with Gene. The fight winds up being Perfect vs. Diesel in
a match I don’t think ever happened, unless it was on some random
Raw or Superstars.

1-2-3 Kid is nervous for his PPV debut.

I.R.S. vs. 1-2-3 Kid

The Kid is relatively new at this point, having shocked the world by
beating Razor Ramon in May. He also beat IRS’ partner DiBiase
recently so IRS is here for revenge and to stop the Kid’s lucky
streak. The Kid is launched into the air and bounces off the mat for
early control but he dropkicks IRS out of the air on a second
attempt. Nice psychology there, but IRS knocks him to the floor a

few seconds later.

Kid comes back in with a sunset flip for two but gets caught in an
abdominal stretch to drag the match out even longer. We hit the
chinlock for a bit before Kid takes him to the corner for some kicks
and a moonsault press for two. A side roll gets two as Heenan is
losing his mind. Kid dropkicks him down for two more, but IRS hits a

flying clothesline for the pin out of nowhere.

Rating: D. What in the world was that? The Kid had been undefeated
since May and you have him lose to a jobber to the stars in IRS? I
don’t get the thinking here at all and it would continue to make
little sense as the Kid would only lose one more singles match this
year, and not again until next June. Yet he loses to IRS here? I
don’'t get it.

Owen and Bruce Hart say their dad is at home recovering from knee

surgery but they’re here to support Bret.

Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler

This is the blowoff to a MAJOR feud which started at the King of the
Ring. Bret won the tournament but Jerry attacked him during the
coronation, saying he was the only real king in professional
wrestling. Jerry comes to the ring on crutches with a big ice pack
on his knee. He claims an injury from a car wreck (going into

hilarious detail about a blue haired lady causing a ten car pileup)



so Bret’s new opponent is the court jester.

Bret Hart vs. Doink the Clown

This is evil Doink, meaning he’s AWESOME. Doink comes out carrying
two buckets, one of which contains confetti to throw at the fans.
The other is full of water which is thrown on Bruce Hart in the old
Harlem Globetrotters trick. Bret jumps Doink on the floor and we get
things going inside. Doink is punched back to the floor before he
can even get his jacket off before Hart sends him into the post.
Heenan talks about how Lawler was in an 18 car pileup, crawled out
of the car and into a school bus, saved 40 kids from the bus and
bought them all hamburgers before coming to the arena tonight.

Vince’s stunned reaction is great.

Doink gets in a shot and goes up, only to be crotched on the buckle.
Heenan: “He’s been de-Doinked!” Bret offers Lawler a chance to come
in before dropping Doink with an atomic drop. Another Lawler
distraction lets Doink hit a knee to the back before sending Bret
into the steps. Doink starts working on the leg and wraps it around

the post with Lawler cheering him on.

The Clown puts on an STF and Heenan swears Bret gave up. Doink
transitions into a lame chinlock before putting on a stump puller
(you sit the other guy down and push his head down while pulling up
on a leg) to stay on the leg and neck. Bret comes back with a right
and the Five Moves of Doom. He hooks the Sharpshooter but Lawler
runs into the ring and breaks the crutch over Bret’s back for the

DQ.

Rating: C+. The match was your usual good Bret match when he had a
good opponent to work against. Lawler pretending to be injured 1is
the perfect action for him as he’s such a slimy coward most of the
time. The Bret vs. Lawler feud had incredible heat to it as the fans
wanted to see Lawler get beaten up....and then there’s this.

President Jack Tunney stops Lawler in the aisle and says get in the

ring right now.

Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler




Bret blasts him in the head with one of Doink’s buckets before the
bell. They head inside and Bret immediately pounds Lawler down and
gets in a crutch shot for good measure. Lawler gets in a crutch shot
to the throat and chokes away as the referee (ECW’s Bill Alfonzo) is
trying to restrain the Hart Brothers.

Bret gets crotched against the post, allowing Lawler to tell the
referee to go yell at the Brothers again. The distraction lets
Lawler get in more crutch shots in a classic simple heel move. He
stops to tell the booing fans to shut up but Bret is ready to fight.
Hart destroys Lawer and even throws in a piledriver before putting
on the Sharpshooter for the academic submission. He won’t let go

though and the decision is reversed.

Rating: B. The match itself isn’t much from an action standpoint,
but the story was perfect (Bret wants revenge) and it’s a short form
clinic on how to work a crowd from Lawler. Those subtle things like
distracting the referee and sneaking in weapon shots and telling the
crowd to shut up are so basic and easy but you NEVER see them today.
Today's writers need to watch some Lawler matches and they’ll learn
how to have a crowd eating out of a heel’s hand in no time.

It takes about ten referees plus two Brothers to pull Bret off of
Lawler. Bret is told that Lawler is the undisputed King so he goes
after Jerry again as Lawler is put on a stretcher. Bruce Hart gets
in some shots as well but Lawler is finally wheeled off, raising his

arm in victory like the true villain he is.

Unfortunately we never got the planned blowoff to this feud as some
15 year old accused Lawler of rape (she admitted she made the whole
thing up and Lawler was acquitted) so the Hart Brothers vs. Jerry
and three hired goons at Survivor Series never happened. That’s a
shame as the reaction for Lawler being destroyed by the whole family
including Stu would have been a sight to behold.

Ludvig Borga is on the streets of Detroit to show us the country
that Lex Luger wants to stand up for.

Bret and his brothers say Lawler deserves a broken leg.



Marty Jannetty

vs. Ludvig Borga

Borga is basically the original Antonio Cesaro but from Finland.

Marty fires away to start but gets punched in the corner by the

former boxer. A hard clothesline puts Jannetty down before Borga

throws him into the air for an uppercut (much like Cesaro). More

punches in the

corner have Jannetty in trouble and a clothesline

stops his comeback dead. Borga blows his nose on Jannetty before

putting on a bearhug. Marty escapes and makes a quick comeback with

a pair of superkicks but gets caught in a powerslam and a torture

rack for the submission.

Rating: D-. This was one of the lamer squashes I can remember in a

long time. Borga looked slow and limited in the ring but the rack

looked good. Other than that though, Borga came off as much more
flash than substance. He would get better, but at the end of the day

he never quite

Giant Gonzalez

did anything in the company.

vs. Undertaker

This is a Rest
a street fight
Undertaker all
is a legit 7'7
Paul Bearer is

in Peace match, which means No DQ and No Countout, or
as we would call it. Gonzalez has been tormenting

year and lost to him via DQ at Wrestlemania. Gonzalez
and his manager Harvey Whippelman has stolen the Urn.

absent for reasons that aren’t quite explained. The

Giant pounds on Taker to start but Taker comes back with some

clotheslines. A single elbow takes the Dead Man down and they head

outside with the Giant in control.

Gonzalez hits some of the weakest chair shots you’ll ever see before

whipping Taker knees first into the steps. Back in and Undertaker

hits some uppercuts but keeps reaching for the Urn. Taker is still

down when the gong rings and Paul Bearer makes his return with a

black wreath. Whippelman goes after him and gets decked, allowing

Paul to get the Urn back. The Giant stares down at him, Undertaker

sits up, hits five clotheslines and a sixth frm the top for the pin.

Seriously, that's it.

Rating: G. As in I long for Great Khali. You often hear bad

wrestlers said

to be as bad as Giant Gonzalez and there’s a good



reason for that: the guy is HORRIBLE. I understand the idea of the
guy being huge and not needing to do much, but Gonzalez couldn’t do
even the most basic stuff without screwing it up. Having seen a good
deal of both, I can safely say that Gonzalez makes Great Khali look
like Bret Hart.

Post match Harvey turns on Gonzalez and gets laid out.

Cornette says his men have been ripped off all night but that won't
happen when Lex Luger faces his Yokozuna. All those people Luger has
seen over the country aren’t going to be able to help him now
because it’s just Luger vs. Yokozuna, and the last thing Luger will
hear is BANZAI!

Smoking Guns/Tatanka vs. Headshrinkers/Bam Bam Bigelow

Aren’t cowboys and Indians supposed to fight? The heels have Afa and
Luna Vachon with them. The Samoans run over the Guns to start and we
have Bigelow vs. Tatanka to get us going. Tatanka fires off a
shoulder block and a dropkick followed by an impressive backdrop.
Both guys try cross bodies and Tatanka actually gets the better of
it. For a gimmick wrestler Tatanka had some good success around this
time.

A double tag brings in Billy vs. Fatu (Rikishi) with the Samoan
hitting a quick superkick. Billy comes back with a top rope
clothesline as Vince tells us Billy went to college on a rodeo
scholarship. That actually exists? Another superkick from Samu
knocks Billy into the tag to Bart who is slammed face first into the
mat for his troubles. Bigelow comes in with a dropkick for two
before it’s back to Fatu for a wicked powerslam. The Samoans take
turns double teaming Bart with headbutts and chops as the heat
segment goes on for a good while.

Bigelow misses a charge and hits the post, allowing Bart to make the
hot tag off to Tatanka. The Indian chops every heel in sight and
takes Bigelow down with a DDT and a high cross body for two. Tatanka
goes on the war path but walks into an enziguri from Bam Bam.
Sometimes there’s no better solution than to kick a guy in the head.

Everything breaks down and Tatanka is left all alone against the



three monsters. A TRIPLE HEADBUTT puts Tatanka down and all three go
up for a triple flying headbutt, but Tatanka rolls away and rolls up
Samu for the pin.

Rating: B-. Where in the world did this come from??? This was a
shockingly good tag match with everyone moving fast and some great
looking spots from Bigelow. Tatanka was one of those guys that the
fans just liked and there’s no way you can fake that. Good stuff

here and a very nice surprise.

To fill in time, we talk to Luger’s bus driver. The guy is so
valuable he gets to sit in the bus and watch the show on a monitor.
He talks about how great Luger is and how he visited a bunch of
kids.

Pettingill asks some fans who they like in the main event and the

answer is obvious.
Some guy sings the Japanese national anthem.

Randy Savage is master of ceremonies for the main event and comes

out with some country singer who sings the American national anthem.

WWF Title: Lex Luger vs. Yokozuna

Remember, this is Luger’s ONE title shot. It’'s a long staredown to
start before Lex has to knock Mr. Fuji down. Lex starts pounding
away but a single shot from the champion puts him down. Luger comes
back with more right hands and down goes Yoko. A big elbow drop gets
two for Luger and he avoid one from Yoko. Luger hits a running
clothesline in the corner before pounding away on the champion’s
head in the corner. Yoko will have none of that though and takes

Luger down with a single chop.

Luger gets in some right hands but can’t slam Yoko again. Instead he
gets kicked in the face and knocked to the floor with some
headbutts. Out to the floor they go with Yoko choking Luger with a
mic cord. A splash crushes Luger against the post but Yoko misses a
chair shot. They head back inside where Luger hits two ax handle
shots off the top and middle rope before a top rope forearm gets a

very close two count.



A double clothesline puts both guys down and things slow down even
more. Fuji throws in his bucket which Yoko uses to knock Luger out
cold but only for two. A big belly to belly suplex and side slam get
the same results as the champion is getting frustrated. Off to a
nerve hold by the champion which eats up several minutes.

Luger fights up again but gets clotheslined down for two. To show
you how impressive he is, Heenan actually compliments Luger. I don’t
think I ever remember him cheering for a good guy before. Yokozuna
loads up the Banzai Drop but Luger rolls away at the last minute.
They fight into the corner again but Yoko misses a charge. Luger
slams him down and hits the loaded forearm, knocking the champion
out to the floor. Unfortunately for Luger, he also knocked Yokozuna

out cold, earning Luger a countout win.

Rating: D+. This was long and slow without being very good. Luger
got good reactions though, especially for the slam. It was clear
that his character was nothing but warmed over Hogan leftovers but
at least the fans hadn’t entirely realized that yet. This wasn’t a
terrible match, but it certainly was nothing of note either. The
ending wasn’t great but it was necessary to continue the story being
told.

Luger celebrates with his friends to end the show despite not
winning the title. We even get a music video of his push, which
would be WAY more effective if Luger had, you know, WON THE FREAKING
TITLE. Heenan: “This was his ONE shot!” Vince: “Don’t worry he’ll
get another one!” Heaven forbid we pay attention to storylines that

PPVs are built around.

Overall Rating: C+. With a Luger title win, this would have been a
very solid show. There are some bad matches on here but the majority
of the show works amazingly well with Bret vs. Lawler and the six
man being highlights. Much like last year it’'s a show where the
overall show is better than its individual parts which made for a
good show. Why Luger didn’t go over here continues to elude me.

Ratings Comparison

Razor Ramon vs. Ted DiBiase



Original: C-

Redo: C-

Steiner Brothers vs. Heavenly Bodies
Original: B-

Redo: C+

Shawn Michaels vs. Mr. Perfect
Original: B-

Redo: C

1-2-3 Kid vs. I.R.S.

Original: F

Redo: D

Bret Hart vs. Doink the Clown
Original: B

Redo: C+

Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler

Original: B+

Redo: B

Marty Jannetty vs. Ludvig Borga
Original: D+

Redo: D-

Undertaker vs. Giant Gonzalez
Original: C+

Redo: G (As in I long for Great Khali)
Tatanka/Smoking Gunns vs. Bam Bam Bigelow/Headshrinkers
Original: F+

Redo: B-

Yokozuna vs. Lex Luger

Original: B-



Redo: D+

Overall Rating

Original: D+

Redo: C+

...... I had no idea what I was doing back then did I?
Here’'s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/07/27/history-of-summerslam-count
-up-1993-i-still-dont-get-the-ending/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’'s Complete 2003 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check
out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2018/07/23/new-book-kbs-compl
ete-2003-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Invasion of the

Bodyslammers: My Poor
Childhood
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IMG Credit: WWE

Invasion of the Bodyslammers
Hosts: Lord Alfred Hayes, Slick
Commentators: Bobby Heenan, Jim Ross, Randy Savage

Oh how I love the WWE Network. Back in the day, I had this on tape
and watched it so many times that I can probably tell you the
commentary from memory. I've always wanted to review it but it’s
kind of hard to find. Well either that or I'm too lazy to actually
look it up. This is from early 1993 so don’'t expect the best action

in the world. Let’s get to it.

Hayes and Slick are in a bowling alley where Slick is teaching
Kamala how to bowl (As part of teaching Kamala how to be a man. I
never said these things were the most interesting in the world.).
First up: Slick has bowling shoes for him but Kamala is scared to
put them on so let’s go to a match.

From January 25, 1993 in San Jose, California. Note that Jim Ross is
doing commentary on all matches, despite most of them taking place

before he debuted at Wrestlemania IX.

Yokozuna vs. Earthquake

Yokozuna goes to the sumo pose and we get some Thigh Master jokes.
There's no contact until over a minute and a half in, which is
probably the best idea given the cardio issues here. Earthquake gets
in some jumping kicks to the ribs but a shoulder exchange goes
nowhere. Some clotheslines put Yokozuna down to a knee but he elbows
Earthquake down just as easily. The big fat leg crushes Earthquake


http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Slick-Kamala.jpg

again and a running splash in the corner sets up the Banzai Drop for
the pin at 3:45.

Rating: D. They were right to keep this short and when you take out
the staring at each other early on, there’s not much else to do.
Yokozuna won the Royal Rumble the day before this was taped so he
was well on his way to the top of the company. A win over a former
top heel like Earthquake, especially one this big, was the right way
to go. The length helped and while they didn’t do much, they did it
right.

From December 14, 1992 in Green Bay, Wisconsin.

Nasty Boys vs. Beverly Brothers

Egads what was wrong with me as a kid? Sags shoves Beau into the
corner to start and gets punched in the face. The announcers talk
about how this is going to be a fight, just after talking about how
the Beverlies are such great wrestlers. JR: “Now Brain which one is
Beau and which one is Blake?” Brain: “Well now the guy with the long
hair and the tooth missing, that’s one of the Nasties so forget him.
Now the one with the long pants and the bowtie is the referee. This
guy coming into the ring right now with blond hair is another one of
the Nasties. The one in the blue is one of the Beverlies.”

Beau, the one with the mustache for you non-Beverly Brothers
experts, gets beaten up by both Nasties for a bit until Knobbs
misses a charge in the corner. The World’s Greatest Tag Team jump
over your partner onto the opponent’s back (first popularized by the
Beverlies) keeps Knobbs in trouble but Beau misses a middle rope
headbutt. That's not enough for the tag though as Blake comes in for
a low blow with the announcers wondering how that could be allowed.
I'm guessing it’s not the finish to the match. An elbow to the face
allows the hot tag to Sags and everything breaks down for the double
DQ at 6:48.

Rating: D. Heenan’s commentary helped this one along but it was only
going to get so far. The Nasties didn’t fit as faces but they were
going to get cheered at this point so it was the only choice the

company had. The Beverlies were perfectly fine for a low level heel



tag team and they put on some good performances when they were given
the chance. Just a bad ending to a bad match here though.

Kamala doesn’t have shoes on yet but Hayes has got him a bowling
ball with the same paintings that are on Kamala’s stomach. This
works a bit better, but Kamala is still a little scared. Let’s go to
a match instead.

From November 24, 1992 in Dayton, Ohio.

Razor Ramon vs. Undertaker

JR makes bowling references and Heenan loses it when he says they
bowl in Oklahoma every Saturday night. If that’s not enough, Heenan
tells a story about trying to get an Undertaker autograph but
signing it himself and selling it to a kid. Ramon bails to the floor
to start and the slow chase/walk is on. Back in and Razor hammers
away but Undertaker just stares at him. The uppercuts set up New
School (with JR selling the heck out of how awesome that is) so
Razor clotheslines him to the floor.

That means a Stunner over the rope, which Undertaker has done far
longer than I thought he had. Heenan: “What do you call him: an
athlete or a monster?” Savage: “An athletic monster.” Heenan: “Thank
you very much!” Back in and a side slam drops Undertaker, followed
by five elbow drops. That’'s not enough though as Razor steals the
Urn and knocks Undertaker out. That’s only good for two and
Undertaker makes the comeback, including a chokeslam to send Razor
bailing for the countout at 5:03.

Rating: C-. I can go for two bigger guys hitting each other hard,
even if the ending was lame. Undertaker was rapidly becoming a
featured player at this point with the unstoppable monster thing
working very well for him. Razor was still a newcomer here so it
made sense to not have him lose the match clean here. I liked this
more than I should have and that’'s all you can ask for here.

From January 5, 1993 in San Antonio, Texas.

Bam Bam Bigelow vs. Typhoon

Just.why? JR is still on about the bowling thing and even Heenan has



given up on the jokes. Typhoon powers out of a waistlock and a
shoulder goes badly for Bigelow. For a change of pace, Bigelow tries
a crossbody and gets planted with a World’s Strongest Slam to the
shock of the announcers. Fair enough actually. Back in and Typhoon
gets sent chest first into the buckle and they’re both down.

We hit the front facelock and some ax handles to the back put
Typhoon down again. Bigelow scores with a suplex to even things out
from earlier and it’s off to a chinlock. A headbutt gives Bigelow
two but he can’t hold Typhoon up for a slam. Typhoon loads up the
splash but picks him up for no apparent reason instead of even
hitting said splash. Now the top rope headbutt is enough to put
Typhoon away at 7:28.

Rating: D. The slams were impressive but Typhoon got less and less
useful every single day. He’s a big fat guy who can’t do anything
other than big fat guy offense, which doesn’t help him much when he
pulls Bigelow up instead of even trying his finisher. Bigelow wasn’t
much around this time either but at least he had some charisma and

could do something a little more interesting.

Slick demonstrates a strike but Kamala is fascinated by his new
ball. Therefore, let’s go to the Repo Cam.

We start with Repo Man harassing a family who has bought a new
camper but is late on the payment for his camera.

Instead, Repo Man allows him to film the day’s activities to let him
keep the camera. First up: a guy behind on the payments for his
Cadillac. Repo Man sneaks up on him (in broad daylight and outside
the Selland Arena in Fresno, with a WWF production truck in the
parking lot) and takes the car, revealing the driver to be Bill
Alfonso (not named but that voice is easy to recognize). Thankfully

Repo Man is smart enough to remember his cameraman.

Next up: Repo Man steals a kid’s bike for because his dad is late
picking him up from school. It’s quite a sight to see Smash riding
down the street on a child’s bike, shouting over his shoulder that

the kid’'s dad owes him big money and for the cameraman to hurry up.



It’s time to move on to something bigger now as Repo Man goes into a
video store (full of Coliseum Videos of course) and promises to take
it soon. The cashier says she can get out of trouble if she plays
the Repo Man’s Greatest Hits.

So now we’'re on a tape in a segment, this time with Repo Man kicking
a car window in and stealing it too.

Repo Man steals another car. We get the idea!

Back in the video store, he takes the guy’'s camera to wrap things
up. It went on too long but Repo Man talking to the camera was

funny.
From April 29, 1992 in Syracuse, New York.

Intercontinental Title: Bret Hart vs. Shawn Michaels

Bret is defending. Feeling out process to start with Shawn’s armdrag
annoying Bret a bit. Savage: “Michaels can wrestle.” Just not
against Savage on the big stage after a long rivalry. Shawn takes
him down by the hair into an armbar but Bret sends him outside,
frustrating Shawn to no end. Back in and Bret tries his own armbar

as these two have a long history of mirroring each other.

In what might not be the brightest move in the world, Bret tries to
run the ropes and gets cut off by a knee to the ribs, as Shawn 1is
just better when things speed up. Sherri even gets in a forearm from
the floor, as is her custom. An elbow sets up the chinlock on Bret
as you can hear the fans getting behind Bret.

It works for a few seconds but Bret charges into the superkick (not
yet the finisher) for no cover and only a reaction from Savage. A
clothesline out of the corner gets Bret out of trouble again and the
middle rope elbow gets two. Shawn bails to the floor in a smart move
and they slug it out but Shawn knocks him off the apron into the
barricade for the countout at 8:52.

Rating: C+. This was a slow motion version of what these two are
capable of doing and while it might not be the brightest idea in the
world to have Bret defending a title that he hadn’t held in a good
eight months by the time this came out, at least they got these two



big names in there. These two might get together again a few times

in the future.

Post match Shawn takes the title from the referee and shoves him
down, only to get hit by the belt from a returning Bret.

Slick bowls another strike but Kamala doesn’t stop looking at the
ball. The solution is to give him another ball but it’s easier said
than done.

From February 16, 1993 in Dayton, Ohio.

Doink the Clown vs. Kamala

This is still evil Doink with a gift box. Hang on a second as Doink
wants to give Kamala the present, which Heenan thinks is a bowling
ball. Heenan doesn’t think that’s necessary though: “What you could
do is just shave Kamala’'s beard, cut off his head, stick a finger in
each ear and roll him down the alley. Same thing!” Kamala gets
distracted by the box and gets taken down by a double leg. Another
takedown has Kamala in trouble as Heenan sings Doink’s praises. A
superkick and some chops have Doink out on the floor but he offers
Kamala the present. That’s enough for a countout to end Kamala at
3:20.

Rating: D. I suddenly feel like I'm watching a bad episode of Raw.
The box thing was an idea where you could probably guess what was
coming as soon as Doink brought it to the ring but what else were
they supposed to do here? There’s not much you'’re going to get out
of a three minute match with these two, but it does make me realize

how awesome heel Doink could have been with some more time.

And of course there’s nothing in the box. Kamala beats him down to
blow off some steam.

From December 14, 1992 in Green Bay, Wisconsin.

Undertaker vs. Papa Shango

They stare each other down (which Savage LOVES) and Shango grabs him
by the throat for a drive into the corner. An uppercut sets up 0Old
School and a slam but since a slam isn’t exactly devastating, Shango

knocks him to the floor with a clothesline. For some reason Paul



Bearer distracts the referee and Shango uses his voodoo stick to
spray sparks in Undertaker’s face. Savage: “We may be about to see
the Undertaker’s first defeat!” Savage does remember that Undertaker
is a former WWF World Champion right? A chair to the back keeps
Undertaker in trouble but three straight slams mean three straight
situps. With Shango running out of ideas, he copies Ramon from
earlier in the tape with a series of elbows and that’'s just not
right. Undertaker pops up and hits the chokeslam for a fast pin at
6:30.

Rating: D. Other than the blast of sparks, there wasn’t much else to
talk about here. Then again, this isn’t the kind of a tape where
you’'re supposed to get some big match with big storyline advancement
or a major showdown. At the same time, Undertaker vs. Shango is the
kind of match that writes itself. I know Undertaker would go on to
have a fine career but he was in there with a Hall of Famer. You
would expect a slightly better performance, no?

Slick has finally explained the concept of the game to Kamala and
even gotten him another ball. Kamala then runs down the alley to
knock the pins down, meaning we need another explanation. How bad is

it that these are kind of amusing?
From February 1, 1993 in New York City New York.

Battle Royal

Owen Hart, Koko B. Ware, Kamala, Kim Chee, Shawn Michaels, Iron Mike
Sharpe, Bob Backlund, Typhoon, Razor Ramon, Damien Demento,

Berzerker, Terry Taylor, Skinner, Tito Santana, Tatanka,

From a Raw taping in the Manhattan Center. It’s the usual fighting
to start as I'm trying to figure out who the final entrant is.
Sharpe is out in short order with Kim Chee running around on the
floor. Shawn gets rid of Koko with a heck of a backdrop and it's
back to the brawling as the announcers discuss pillow fluffing.
Various people are bent around the corners and Typhoon gets rid of

Skinner.

Savage picks Typhoon and JR goes with Kamala while Heenan picks



Razor and a few others. Demento is gone with Owen following him a
few seconds later. Shawn snaps off some left hands on Santana in the
corner and Berzerker is out as well, earning a loud HUSS chant in
the process. In a rather dumb move, Chee gets rid of Kamala (his
former boss/whatever else you would call Kamala to Kim Chee), who
gets back in and beats the heck out of Chee, eliminating him in the
process.

Chee runs away into the crowd and the chase is on, eventually
heading into the balcony after some more brawling in the ring.
Taylor and Backlund were eliminated off camera and Shawn backdrops
Typhoon over the corner to get us down to Santana, Michaels, Ramon
and Tatanka. Shawn and Tatanka trade lefts and rights in the corner

as Santana and Ramon can’t eliminate each other.

The pairs switch off until Michaels gets double teamed to keep him
in trouble. A double kick to the ribs gets rid of Michaels so we're
down to three (four if you remember how to count to sixteen) and
here’s the Giant Gonzalez, who seems to be the sixteenth entrant.
Razor goes underneath the bottom rope and Tatanka and Santana are
tossed by the monster. Gonzalez leaves over the top so Ramon can
crawl back in to win at 13:18. Heenan: “I WIN AGAIN! I WIN AGAIN!”
Savage: “You gotta be ribbin!”

Rating: D-. Aside from Kamala running around the balcony for a funny
visual, there’s only so much you can get out of a match like this,
especially with such a screwy finish. Ramon was still a relative
newcomer at this point so it was a good idea to let him win a match
like this. If nothing else, the announcers were hilarious with
Heenan changing picks and then claiming the win like only he could
do.

From October 26, 1992 in Springfield, Illinois.

Tatanka vs. Repo Man

They start fast with some rope running with Tatanka taking over,
even sending him out to the floor. Back in and a top wristlock puts
Repo Man down as Heenan explains why it’s a big deal to give Tatanka

his first loss. That's the kind of simple thing that is completely



lost on most commentary today and I'd love to see it come back.

Repo Man screams HE'S BREAKING IT during an armbar, with Heenan
again explaining that Repo Man might be trying to just get a
breather if the referee yells at Tatanka. A legdrop on the arm keeps
Repo Man in trouble but he ducks a middle rope crossbody. So he’s
repossessing control. Tatanka fights out of a weaker armbar and goes
on the war path with the chops. A top rope chop sets up the Papoose
To Go for the pin at 7:42.

Rating: D+. Nothing match of course but Heenan’s commentary was
actually interesting. Maybe he got bored with the jokes and went
with some actual analysis for a change. That stuff was worth
listening to and that’s more than you get on most shows. Tatanka was
going to become a bigger deal in the upcoming months so this wasn’t
really in doubt, but Repo Man’s rantings were amusing.

Back in the alley, Kamala is standing in front of the lane and
rocking the ball back and forth...but the ball goes backwards. We’ll

go on to the main event for the sake of sanity.
From January 4, 1993 in Beaumont, Texas.

Mr. Perfect vs. Ric Flair

You know Heenan is going to go nuts over this one. They’'re a bit
slower to start and hopefully they have the time to do something
here. Perfect busts out a strut of his own and slaps Flair in the
face and there are far too many empty seats in the better seats. A
drop toehold sets up another slap and Heenan is losing it. Flair is
back up with a ram into the buckle for one of those great Perfect
twisting bumps. He'’s fine enough to clothesline Flair to the floor
as Heenan is trying to convince himself that it’s still early.

Back in and a poke to the eye cuts Perfect off as Savage and Heenan
debate Flair vs. Savage from Wrestlemania VIII. As expected though,
Flair takes too long to go up top and gets slammed down for two (the
classics never die). A shinbreaker sets up the Figure Four (the
classics still never die) and Flair grabs the ropes as you would

expect him to. The hold is turned over and a rope is grabbed so it’s



time for Perfect to slug away on one leg. Right hands in the corner
set up the Flair Flip and Flair bails to the floor. Back in and
Flair ducks his head for some reason, setting up the PerfectPlex for
the pin at 10:50.

Rating: B-. At least the last match on the show is the best, making
it a good way to go out. These two always had great chemistry
together and their Loser Leaves the WWF match a few days later would
be even better. Flair was on his way out of the company at this
point but he was still having good matches, which is a lot better
than the people who just put it in neutral in their last few
matches.

Slick is disappointed by failing with Kamala’'s lack of bowling
skills, only to have Kamala bowl a strike behind his back.
Celebrating wraps us up.

Overall Rating: D+. So yeah nostalgia ruled the day with this one as
it’s really not that good. Now at the same time, it’s really not
that bad with mainly a bunch of matches that could have served as
dark matches most of the time. Some of them were perfectly fine
though and the bowling things were so goofy that they were fun.
There are far worse Coliseum Videos out there so I'll take what I
can get in something like this.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of the NXT The Full Sail Years Volume III
(also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out the
information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2018/05/25/new-book-nxt-the-f
ull-sail-years-from-dallas-to-new-orleans/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Happy Birthday

To Monday Night Raw, which debuted 25 years ago today. I
still haven’t missed a show and I don’t see that changing
anytime soon.

Royal Rumble Count-Up -
1993: Not Even Undertaker
Can Stop Him

Royal Rumble 1993

Date: January 24, 1993

Location: ARCO Arena, Sacramento, California
Attendance: 16,000

Commentators: Gorilla Monsoon, Bobby Heenan

This is a pretty forgotten show for reasons that should be obvious.
First of all, this is 1993, one of the worst years in company
history from a creative standpoint. Bret is defending the title
against Razor Ramon (his only world title shot ever) and we'’ve got
the Rumble for the title shot at Wrestlemania for the first time. I
don’t know if that'’s official here, but the winner did indeed get
the shot at the biggest show of the year. Let’s get to it.

Historical note: this is 13 days after the debut of Monday Night
Raw.

Steiner Brothers vs. Beverly Brothers

For you ECW freaks, Bill Alfonzo is the referee. Scott and I think
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Blake start things off. This is the Steiners’ first major match and
the fans seem to love them right off the bat. Scott immediately
takes him to the mat with a top wristlock, causing Blake to freak
out with a claim of tights being pulled. That sequence worked so
well that they do it again. Heenan is very excited about the debut
of Narcissist, which is Lex Luger as a guy obsessed with his
muscles. In other words, Lex Luger debuts tonight.

After Blake stalls some more, here’s Beau to taunt the not legal
Rick. There’s the tag to Rick who chases Beau around and hits Blake
in the process. A powerslam puts Rick down and I don’t think Gorilla
knows which Beverly is which. Since this is a Steiners match, it's
time for suplexes! Scott nearly kills Beau with a belly to belly and
everything breaks down for a bit, allowing the Beverlies to take
over on Scotty.

We get into a standard formula with Scott having his back worked on
by both villains. Blake chokes with a tag rope in the corner for
two. Heenan: “Gotta hook the tights.” Gorilla: “WHAT?” I love how
shocked he sounds every time Heenan says something like that. Beau
puts on a Boston Crab but Scott easily pushes out of it. Blake
blocks a tag and let’s make sure that we’re LIVE still. What was
WWF’s obsession with that?

Scott avoids an elbow drop but Blake breaks up the hot tag again.
The crowd is silent when the Beverlies are on offense. Scott comes
back with a butterfly powerbomb to put Blake down and Scott actually
dives through the ropes and tags at the same time. Rick cleans house
and there are Steiner Lines for both Beverlies. Scott pounds on
Blake in the corner and counters a Doomsday Device with a victory
roll for two. The Frankensteiner to Beau gets the pin.

Rating: D+. Pretty dull match here as the Steiners were clearly
going to dominate the entire time. The Beverlies never got above
lower midcard status and their biggest feud was against the
Bushwhackers. What were you going to expect them to do against the
freaking STEINER BROTHERS? Nothing here but a squash.

We recap the Rockers’ time together and their split. If my eyesight



is correct, you can see Shane Douglas as a jobber. After the Barber
Shop incident, Jannetty was out for months. He finally returned on
Superstars, setting up the match tonight for Shawn’s
Intercontinental Title. During his return, Jannetty accidentally hit

Sheri with a mirror, which is important to know for the match.

Intercontinental Title: Marty Jannetty vs. Shawn Michaels

Sherri is at ringside with the question being who would she side
with? Why would she side with Marty anyway? I never got that.
Apparently it’s because Shawn never called her while she was in the
hospital...which she was in because of Marty. So why would she ever
go with Jannetty? Apparently Jannetty was drunk during this match.
That might make things a bit funnier if nothing else.

Jannetty controls to start, sending Shawn to the floor twice with a
knee 1ift and a clothesline. Marty punches Shawn down on the floor
and poses in the ring. He tries a punch off the top but gets caught
in the ribs on the way down. Shawn loads Marty up on his shoulder
and in one of the only times I can ever remember it working, rams

Marty shoulder first into the post.

The champ rams the other shoulder into the post because he hit the
right one the first time, and you just don’t do that. Back in and
Shawn hits a shoulderbreaker before sending Marty to the floor
again. Back in and the shoulder goes into the buckle, followed by a
double ax right down onto it as well. We hit the armbar but Marty
fights out quickly. He tries a comeback but walks into a DDT on the

arm for two.

Quick sidebar: why is that move called a single arm DDT? It’s a hold
used on the arm, but the double arm DDT is used to hurt the head.
Also a regular DDT uses just one arm, so why is this called a single
arm DDT instead of the regular one? These are the kinds of things I
think about when I'm bored by a match.

Anyway, Shawn does the always stupid looking jump into the boot
spot. I mean he jumped RIGHT AT Marty’'s feet. What could he possibly
have been trying there? Marty avoids a charge in the corner, sending

Shawn’s shoulder into the post instead. Marty speeds things up and



pounds away, only to have Shawn slingshot him out to the floor.

Shawn goes to pick him up but Marty suplexes him out to the floor.

Sherri finally does something by slapping Shawn, who gets belly to
back suplexed into the ring. Shawn gets launched to the floor again
as the pace picks up a bit. A powerslam puts the champ down but
Shawn avoids the top rope punch. Marty stops himself before crashing
and gets two off a DDT. Shawn misses a superkick and gets caught by
one of his own for two. The crowd is getting into this.

Marty slingshots Shawn so he gets to do his big bump onto the post.
There goes the referee via an elbow to the face and Sherri comes in.
She swings her shoe but hits Marty by mistake of course. Shawn yells
at her a lot and then superkicks Marty in the chest for the pin to
retain.

Rating: C+. This started slow, picked up a good bit during Marty’s
comeback, and then had a horribly uninteresting ending. Seriously,
that’s it? These two would have a rematch soon after on Raw which

won Match of the Year in a contest for least bad match of the year

for all intents and purposes.

In the back, Gene yells at Sherri to calm down. Marty comes to the

back for some more brawling.
Heenan and Gorilla argue a bit.

Bam Bam Bigelow vs. Big Boss Man

Bigelow jumps Boss Man in the corner to start and Boss is in trouble
early. He gets whipped into the corner and a Bigelow forearm knocks
him to the outside. This is one of those “do one move then stand
around for awhile” matches. Boss Man comes back with some
clotheslines and some punches to the “face” in the corner. Another
right hand and a bulldog puts Bigelow down but Boss Man’s charge is
countered by a backdrop to the floor.

Off to a body vice by Bigelow which is a rather dull move as usual.
A hot shot puts Boss Man down for two and some shots to his back
keeps him down. We hit the body vice again but Boss Man comes back

with a suplex. It hurts him more than Bigelow though, as Bam is up



first. Boss Man starts his real comeback with a punch to the face
and a running crotch attack to Bigelow’s back. Bigelow gets a boot
up in the corner and clotheslines Boss Man down. The flying headbutt
gets the pin.

Rating: D. This was pure filler and not even entertaining filler.
Bigelow was on the rise at this point while Boss Man would be gone
in less than two months. On top of that, the match was really dull
with Bigelow laying around and working on Boss Man’s back most of

the time, which doesn’t make for an interesting match at all.

We get a clip from WWF Mania (Saturday morning show) of Razor
beating up Owen to hype the world title match.

Razor says he’s got gold around his fingers and neck and now he

wants it around his waist.
Bret says he’s ready.

WWF World Title: Razor Ramon vs. Bret Hart

Feeling out process to start with Razor getting the early advantage
with some right hands. A knee in the corner misses and Bret has on
the Figure Four in less than 90 seconds. Razor gets the rope so Bret
drops elbows on the knee instead. The leg gets wrapped around the
post before Bret goes after the other leg in the corner for some
reason. Ramon comes back with a whip to send Bret ribs first into
the post.

Now we get to the best part of any Bret Hart match: him getting the
tar beaten out of him. Some backbreakers on the floor keep Bret down
and we head inside again. Razor pounds on the ribs some more and
hits the fallaway slam for two. Helen Hart (Bret’'s mom) is in the
front row. There’s the chest first into the buckle bump from Bret
for two more and it’s off to the abdominal stretch, another Razor
trademark.

As always, Bret reverses Hall’s hold into one of his own before
getting hiptossed over. Bret is sent to the floor on a kickout and
gets two on a sunset flip. We hit the reverse chinlock by Razor,
followed quickly by a bearhug. Bret bites his way out of it and



sends Razor to the outside in a quick move. The champion follows it

up with a suicide dive and the comeback is on.

Bret pounds away in the corner over and over as we hit the brawl.
For a guy known as a technical master, Bret brawled an awful lot.
Not that he’'s bad at it or anything but it happens really often.
There are the Five Moves of Doom but Razor gets to the rope before
the Sharpshooter is on. The second attempt doesn’t work either as
Razor pulls the referee into a pile with the two of them.

Ramon goes right back to the ribs and Bret’s momentum is stopped
dead. A belly to back superplex is blocked by Bret into a belly to
back suplex for two for the champ. Razor clotheslines Bret down but
Bret escapes the Razor’s Edge into a backslide for two. In a pretty
awesome ending, Bret counters a test of strength into a sunset flip
in a sweet flip counter, followed by grapevining the legs together
on the mat and turning Razor over into the Sharpshooter for the

submission.

Rating: B. Good match here and again, why did Razor never get more
title matches? I know he wasn’t the kind of guy to make the world
champion, but are you telling me that when the company was falling
apart at times they couldn’t throw him in there as a token
challenger? I would have bought him as legit threat to any champion,
but it never happened. I've never gotten that. Anyway, solid match
here as you would expect from these two.

Heenan unveils Narcissist, which is Lex Luger in front of a bunch of
mirrors. Lots of posing commences and Heenan sounds like he’s in
love. Well at least extreme lust. Luger says he’ll be dominant. Not
much here. A curtain is lowered over Luger and Heenan actually gets
on his knees, begging to see more. I've heard of overtones but this

is ridiculous.

Here are Caesar and Cleopatra to hype up Wrestlemania. They read a
proclamation about it and this is really stupid.

Royal Rumble

Ric Flair is #1 and Bob Backlund, going through a career resurgence



at the time, is #2. Backlund drops Flair with a shoulder and does
his little dance. Flair pounds him into the corner but Bob backdrops
him down. Papa Shango is #3 and is dumped out by Flair in less than
thirty seconds. Backlund it sent to the apron and Flair stomps away.
They chop it out until Ted DiBiase, I believe half of the tag
champions here, is #4.

Heenan makes fun of Backlund as the double teaming ensues, prompting
Gorilla to threaten to knock Bobby out. Backlund is beaten on even
more until Brian Knobs is #5. The Nasties are good guys at this
point and happen to be feuding with Money Inc. Guess who he starts
swinging at. Knobs almost dumps Flair but only gets him to the
apron. Things slow down for a bit until Virgil is #6. The faces team
up to fight the heels as not a lot is going on at this point.

DiBiase tosses out Knobs and we’re down to four in the ring again.
Here's the pretty new Jerry Lawler at #7 in a HUGE cape. I think
he’s a heel here but Flair grabs him for some chops almost
immediately. Flair goes to the floor through the middle ropes so
Virgil goes after Lawler. Flair gets back in and Jerry immediately
goes after him. Oh never mind as Heenan is praising Lawler. He’'s a

heel alright.

Max Moon (presumably played by Konnan) is #8. He hits a few moves
and is dumped by Lawler before anyone else shows up. Lawler’s attire
is really intricate here with lots of writing on it instead of the
usual two color design. I kind of like it for a change. Japanese
legend Genichiro Tenryu is #9 and he starts a chop-off with Flair as

you would expect them to do.

Things slow down a bit until Mr. Perfect is #9 at a full sprint.

Heenan: “OH NO! OH DEAR GOD NO!!!” Perfect immediately goes after
Flair so Ric goes to the top. There’s the slam off the top and the
Hennig Neck Snap as Heenan is having a heart attack. We hear about
the loser leaves the WWF match tomorrow on Raw between the two of

them, which is a very rare match for some reason.

Skinner is #11 and he does nothing before Perfect shoves Flair out

to a HUGE pop. Lawler (looking very different here for some reason



that I can’t place) pounds away on Hennig as we’'re back down to six
people in there. That’s usually the right amount so thankfully
they’ve gotten through the first third without things getting too
hectic. Koko B. Ware and those big green pants of his are #12.
Heenan: “Koko B. Ware could go to Wrestlemania to face Bret Hart.
Gorilla: “What’'s wrong with that?” Heenan: “IT SHOULD BE RIC
FLAIR!!I”

Perfect dropkicks Skinner out and not a lot is going on again.
Here’'s Samu at #13, giving us a group of Backlund, DiBiase, Tenryu,
Virgil, Perfect, DiBiase, Lawler and Ware. Lawler and Perfect keep
going at it in a feud that could have been AMAZING in Memphis.
Berzerker is #14 as we need to get rid of some people in there.
Lawler misses a charging punch on Perfect and there he goes. With
Perfect distracted, DiBiase and Ware team up (you’ll NEVER hear that
again) to kick him out with an assist from Lawler. Virgil was thrown
out during that melee, getting us down to just six again.

The Undertaker is #15 to a BIG pop. Gorilla calls him the odds on
favorite. I'm not sure I'd go that far but whatever. Berzerker goes
to the floor and beats up Backlund (not eliminated) with a chair.
Taker puts Samu out and no sells a lot of Tenryu’s stuff before
dumping him as well. We’ve got Backlund (mostly dead on the floor),
Taker, Berzerker, DiBiase and Ware in at the moment. Terry Taylor
(he still had a job at this point?) is in at #16 and he’s gone in
less than thirty seconds thanks to DiBiase, as is Ware.

There’s a chokeslam to DiBiase and Taker dumps him, leaving
Berzerker against Taker. In one of the biggest “oh great it’s this
guy” moments ever, Giant Gonzales debuts as Taker dumps Berzerker.
Gonzales, a legit 7’7 tall, stares down at Taker as Damien Demento
(don’t ask) is #17. Gonzales chops Taker out for an illegal
elimination. In case you’'re not familiar, Gonzales is a monster who
makes Great Khali look like Lou Thesz. Speaking of Khali, he was
literally the same character as Gonzales in a repeat of the same
exact story the Undertaker was involved in in 1992. In short, both

of them sucked and were really tall.



Gonzales destroys Taker for a bit as Demento still won’t get in. IRS
is #18 as the Giant is still beating up Taker. It’s IRS, Backlund
and Demento at the moment with Taker out cold in the corner. Tatanka
is #19 as Paul Bearer uses the Urn to revive Taker. This of course
is all the fans focus on, making the match in the ring look even
less interesting than it already is, which is saying a lot when you
think about it. Lots of choking ensues until Jerry Sags is #20.

There is NOTHING going on here and I don’t think Typhoon at #21 is
going to help things at all. Fatu is #22 and my goodness I have
never heard more silence for an entrance. NOTHING is going on here
and Earthquake is #23. He immediately goes after...Typhoon, his
partner. They have a fat man brawl for a bit until Quake dumps him
out. Carlos Colon, aged 44 and called a youngster by Monsoon is #24.

Colon dumps Demento as the eliminations are keeping the crowd on
life support. Quake can’t put Backlund out as Tito Santana is #25.
Fatu misses a charge at Backlund and eliminates himself. We’ve got
Quake, Backlund, Santana, IRS, Tatanka, Colon and Sags in there at
the moment. Rick Martel is #26 who is STILL feuding with Santana.
Why did they never have a big match to blow off that feud? It went

on for like four years or so.

Earthquake dumps IRS and now we get to the first interesting part of
the match in WAY too long: Backlund is sent to the apron and the
crowd collectively gasps until he gets back in. Gorilla actually
swears at how big the reaction is. Yokozuna is #27 and it’'s time to
clear some space. Yoko and Tatanka chop it out and there goes the

guy with red hair (figure out which is which).

Colon is out and it’'s time for the fat man showdown with Quake vs.
Yoko. They collide a few times and no one moves so Quake pounds him
into the corner. Owen Hart is #28. Quake splashes Yoko in the corner
but the second attempt misses. Yoko suplexes Quake out and that more
or less seals the winner. Repo Man is #29 and is immediately dropped
by Yoko. Everybody gangs up on Yoko and it doesn’t work at all.

Randy Savage is #30, giving us a final group of Savage, Yokozuna,

Repo Man, Owen, Martel, Santana, Sags and Backlund. They’re not even



trying to hide the winner at this point. Yoko dumps Tito as Owen
dropkicks Sags out. Owen skins the cat to save himself before being
dumped by Yoko and possibly injuring his knee. Repo is out and we're
down to four. Backlund actually picks up Martel to sit him on top
and punches him out. The place is WAY into Backlund here, so he goes
after Yoko. A pair of dropkick put Yoko against the ropes but
Backlund charges into the elimination, drawing a standing ovation.

So it's Savage vs. Yoko and the beating of the small man begins.
Yoko flattens him over and over again until Savage fires off a bunch
of kicks out of the corner. The fans are trying to get behind Savage
and there’s a top rope ax handle. One to the back gets Yoko down to
one knee. Uh..why would you want to knock a guy this big DOWN in a
battle royal?

Either way he superkicks Savage to knock him down again and there’s
the belly to belly. The legdrop crushes Savage but the Banzai Drop
misses. In one of the STUPIDEST endings ever to the Rumble, Savage
hits the elbow and COVERS, getting launched over the top rope on the
kickout to send Yoko to Las Vegas for the title shot.

Rating: D. This was one of the worst Rumbles of all time. The main
problem here is the period after Taker, the only guy you could
actually see eliminating Yoko, was eliminated. From then until the
time Backlund got close to the longevity record (which he got),
there’s NOTHING. It’'s a bunch of lame midcarders standing around
lifting each others’ legs in the air. Why would I want to see that
at all? Anyway, nothing to see here and a BAD Rumble.

Overall Rating: D+. There’s a reason no one cares at all about 1993
WWF: it’s really not very good. The title matches here aren’t bad
but other than that, this show is pretty freaking terrible. The
Rumble sucks the life out of the show, as the highlights are a two
minute segment between Flair and Perfect and the Backlund part at
the end. When the whole match is 65 minutes long, that doesn’t hold
up. Weak show here.

Ratings Comparison

Steiner Brothers vs. Beverly Brothers



Original: C-

Redo: D+

Shawn Michaels vs. Marty Jannetty
Original: C

Redo: C+

Bam Bam Bigelow vs. Big Boss Man
Original: D+

Redo: D

Bret Hart vs. Razor Ramon
Original: B

Redo: B

Royal Rumble

Original: D+

Redo: D

Overall Rating

Original: D

Redo: D+

Not much change here.

Here’'s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/01/12/royal-rumble-count-up-1993/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Monday Nitro and Thunder Reviews Volume VI: July — December
1999 in e-book or paperback. Check out the information
here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/11/22/new-book-kbs-monda

y-nitro-and-thunder-reviews-volume-vi/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:


http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/01/12/royal-rumble-count-up-1993/

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Survivor Series Count-Up
1993: That’'s a Pretty Robe

Survivor Series 1993

Date: November 24, 1993

Location: Boston Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Attendance: 15,509

Commentators: Vince McMahon, Bobby Heenan

This really is a transitional time for the company as the major
stars of the past are all out of the picture, save for the
occasional appearance by Savage. Bret is one of the top stars in the
company but is taking a back seat to the more muscular and arguably
more marketable Lex Luger. Hart’s time would come though. Let’s get
to it.

Vince and Bobby talk a little bit about the concept and we’re ready
to go.

Team IRS vs. Team Razor Ramon

IRS, Adam Bomb, Diesel, Rick Martel
Razor Ramon, 1-2-3 Kid, Marty Jannetty, Mr. Perfect

IRS and Ramon are feuding over the now face Razor’s Intercontinental
Title, Martel was the guy Ramon beat for the title, Diesel (a big
man and Shawn Michaels’ bodyguard) and Adam Bomb (a good sized power
man) are just there to fill in spots, Jannetty and Kid (a rookie who
shocked the world earlier in the year by beating Ramon on Raw) are a
semi-regular tag team and Perfect...isn’t here.

Ramon talks about Perfect leaving (his back messed up again and he
just kind of left for five months) but he’s got a treat for us.
Razor has a surprise partner and it’s....RANDY SAVAGE! Heenan LOSES IT
and the crowd does right along with him. This is when Savage wanted
to murder Crush, who is in the main event tonight. Savage and Crush


http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/10/26/survivor-series-count-up-1993-thats-a-pretty-robe/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/10/26/survivor-series-count-up-1993-thats-a-pretty-robe/

had been friends but Crush had turned on him and beaten Savage up,
over Savage not visiting Crush when he was injured.

Heenan apparently called Perfect no showing this and Vince says
Heenan was right for once. Bobby: “FOR ONCE???” Ramon and Martel
start things off with Rick working on the arm. They fight for the
arm and hit the mat for a bit before popping back up. Razor slaps
him in the face and rolls through a cross body for two. Martel gets
caught in the fall away slam (BIG pop for that) for two.

Razor hits a pair of atomic drops and a clothesline for two. Off to
Adam Bomb who shoves Ramon into the corner with ease. They collide

and Razor is knocked down in a bit of a surprise. They have a test

of strength with Bomb controlling again before Ramon fights up and

suplexes Bomb down.

Martel tries to save but elbows Bomb by mistake. Harvey Wippleman
(Bomb’s manager) gets up on the apron and is knocked down, causing a
big fight between IRS’ team. Ramon’s team uses common sense and lets
them fight. I’'ve never gotten why anyone would interfere when their
opponents are doing damage to themselves. We get things settled down
and it’s the Kid vs. Bomb. Kid tries a sunset flip and Bomb (about
6’8 and 300lbs) has little problem countering.

Off to Diesel who throws Kid around even harder. I'm not sure why
they keep putting Kid in there against these monsters. A gutwrench
powerbomb from Diesel leaves Kid laying and a big boot does the
same. Kid finally hits a spin kick and it’s off to Savage who
destroys the entire team, including sending Bomb into Diesel. A slam
puts Diesel down and the flying elbow makes it 4-3.

Martel charges in and rams Savage face first into the buckle. Since
it’s 1993, Martel’s offense has almost no effect and Savage takes
over. Off to IRS who has a bit better luck as he takes Savage into
the corner but gets cross bodied for two. Back to Ramon who works on
the arm but as he hits the ropes, Martel hits Razor in the back to
slow the Bad Guy (Razor’s nickname) down.

Bomb comes back in to power Razor around a bit but it’'s quickly back
to IRS who works on Razor’s back. We hit the chinlock and the heels
switch a few times without tagging. Villains. Off to Macho Man again
who knees IRS into the corner. A slam looks to set up the elbow but
here comes Crush. Savage sees him and immediately goes after him but
is sent back into the ring and rolled up by IRS for the pin and



elimination.

Savage chases Crush into the back and looks for him in the locker
rooms as the match is still going on. Savage doesn’t find him so
we’ll continue this game later. We come back to the ring to see Bomb
choking away on Jannetty and stomping him in the corner. Martel
hooks an abdominal stretch for a few seconds but a corner charge
hits the post and it’s back to Ramon.

Razor pounds away on IRS and hits a chokeslam followed by the
Razor’s Edge for the pin and the 3-2 advantage. Everything breaks
down and as Razor loads up the Edge on Martel, IRS hits him in the
ribs with his briefcase. Ramon rolls to the floor and gets counted
out to tie things up again. So it’'s Jannetty/1-2-3 Kid vs.
Martel/Bomb. The Kid gets sent to the floor and slammed down by Bomb
who hits a slingshot clothesline to take the Kid down back inside.

Off to Martel as the Kid is in a lot of trouble. Martel drops some
knees on the back for two as Vince says the Kid has a lot of heart.
Heenan: “THEN KICK HIM IN THE HEART!” Martel jumps into a right hand
to the ribs and there’s the tag to Jannetty who cleans house. Back
to the Kid way too soon for a double back elbow and a sunset flip to
eliminate Martel. Kid immediately tags in Jannetty who sunset flips
Bomb for the pin ten seconds after Martel was eliminated. REALLY hot
ending here.

Rating: B. I really liked this match as it was fast paced and a ton
of fun. If you cut about five minutes from this, it’s a classic.
Having Jannetty and the Kid be the survivors was a very nice
surprise and it gave the fans something to cheer for. I really liked
this one and it puts the show off on the right foot.

Shawn is in the back with the Intercontinental Title. There are two
belts at this point as Shawn was suspended while champion but he
kept the belt. That gives us two belts which presents a problem.
Maybe we should put them above the ring and make the guys climb a
ladder to get them while having one of the best matches ever. Anyway
tonight it’s Shawn and his Knights vs. the Hart Family.

We go to a Hart Family interview earlier with Family Feud (game
show) host Ray Combs. They all say that Shawn is in trouble for
going after Stu recently and it’s going to be a massive Hart Attack.

Back to Shawn who says he’s not ready for the Harts and he makes fun
of all five of them, including Stu. Shawn is really clicking as the



insanely arrogant heel by this point.
Jannetty and Kid celebrate with Ramon. Savage is off chasing Crush.

Combs is in the ring to talk about the Hart Family being at
ringside. Pay attention because it’s amazing enough to have them all
in the same place without suing or trying to kill each other. Combs
gets in some jokes about Shawn which aren’t really funny but this is
filler stuff anyway. Vince of course laughs like there’s no
tomorrow.

Hart Family vs. Shawn Michaels/Knights

Bret Hart, Keith Hart, Bruce Hart, Owen Hart
Shawn Michaels, Blue Knight, Black Knight, Red Knight

The Blue Knight is Greg Valentine, the Red Knight is Barry Horowitz
and the Black Knight is Jeff Gaylord (indy guy who never meant
anything on a national stage). Stu Hart is here with his sons as if
there was somehow any doubt as to who was getting destroyed. Ray
Combs sits in on commentary and while he’s not incredibly funny, he
sounds like he’s having a blast out there and is enjoying himself
which is all I ask for from a celebrity. Heenan vs. Combs on
commentary is a good back and forth jab fest if nothing else.

Shawn and Owen start but Shawn wants Keith, who along with Bruce
haven’t wrestled in years. Keith speeds things up and Shawn gets
sent into the interfering Red Knight. Shawn tries to throw Keith
into the corner but Keith takes out Red and Blue. An armdrag takes
Shawn down and it’s Keith with an armbar. Shawn’s suplex attempt is
countered into a small package and it’'s back to the armbar.

Michaels slams Keith down and it’'s off to the Red Knight vs. Owen.
Owen fires off some shots to the arm and it’'s off to the Black
Knight. That goes nowhere at all so let’s try Bret vs. Blue. Bret
hits some atomic drops and a clothesline for two. Back to Keith who
continues the armbar marathon and it'’s Bruce time again. Off to
Shawn with a backbreaker and some elbows to the back.

Red comes in and suplexes Bruce down for two. Back to Black who is
the biggest of the Knights and gets rolled up for two. It’s back to
Shawn who gets rammed into the corner before Red pokes Bruce in the
head. Bruce hits a clothesline and it’s off to Bret vs. Black. An
0’'Connor Roll and small package get two each for Bret as he takes
over. The backbreaker and middle rope elbow get two and it’'s off to



Owen.

A spinwheel kick drops Black and everything breaks down. Shawn and
all three Knights get sent into each other in the middle of the ring
and a missile dropkick from Owen pins Black. Off to the Red but Owen
works over his leg. Back to Bret and who helps make a wish on Red’s
legs. Keith comes in again and the leg work continues.

Red tries a knee lift and hurts his own knee in the process. Some
fans chant boring and they’re right in doing so. Back to Bruce who
pops Red in the face. The Hitman comes in and we get another
wishbone split. Red sends Keith into the buckle to escape a figure
four attempt but misses a knee drop instead of tagging. Keith puts
on a Figure Four but Shawn makes the save and it’s off to Blue.
Those boring chants are getting a little bit louder.

Blue works over Keith’s arm and it’s off to Shawn with a top rope
double ax to the arm. The shoulder gets sent into the buckle and
Shawn cranks on the bad arm. Back to Red whose leg seems fine now.
Rey cranks on the arm around the post which results in more double
teaming. Heenan has been ripping the Harts apart the entire match,
including a nice jab here: “None of them look alike.” Keep in mind
this is as Keith is having his arm destroyed.

Blue stays on the arm including dropping a leg, followed by a
hammerlock slam. Off to Shawn who misses a Rocket Launcher, allowing
the tag to Bret, prompting Shawn to tag out to Red. Red immediately
gets caught in a spinebuster and the Sharpshooter to make it 4-2.
Blue comes in to clothesline Bret and both he and Keith are now
hurt. Bret is thrown back in and suplexed down for two.

Blue drops a very Greg Valentine elbow and Heenan says he knows who
the Blue Knight is. Vince: “Who is that?” Bobby: “The guy in the
ring that just dropped an elbow on Bret Hart.” I love you Bobby
Heenan. Back to Shawn for a chinlock to kill even more time. I’'m not
sure how much there is of it left as this has been going long
already. Blue comes in for another two off another elbow as Bobby
lays into Helen Hart.

Bret hits a middle rope clothesline and he makes the tag to Owen.
The crowd just does not care here and the lack of any reaction is
kind of sad. A middle rope elbow gets two on Blue and Bruce and
Shawn come in at the same time. Shawn goes to the floor and goes
after Stu, only to get BLASTED IN THE FACE. Bobby: “I’ve always



liked Stu.” A missile dropkick puts Blue down and Shawn’s saving
elbow hits Blue as well. Shawn is sent to the floor and the
Sharpshooter eliminates Blue.

It’s 4-1 and Shawn is drinking water. All four of the Harts hammer
on Shawn and it’'s Bruce who gets two off an elbow drop. Bruce
charges into a boot and Shawn chokes away a bit. The superkick,
still not a finisher, gets two on Bruce. Bruce gets in a boot and
makes the tag to Bret to a small reaction. Bret hits a slingshot to
the buckle for two. Shawn gets in a kick and it’s off to Owen.

Now here’s where it gets interesting: Bret is trying to get it
together on the apron and Owen is rammed into Bret, knocking him off
the apron and into the barricade. Owen is distracted by the mistake,
allowing Shawn to roll him up for the pin. All of the Harts go to
check on Bret and Owen FREAKS, storming to the back and shouting
WHAT ABOUT ME! This would start the feud of the year in 1994.

Bruce comes in and drops an elbow on Shawn for two. Bret is still
getting up after the crash he took into the barricade. Bruce and
Shawn hit head to head twice in a row to really stretch this thing
out. Keith comes in with an abdominal stretch (including the toe
around the ankle) but Shawn hip tosses out of it with ease. Back to
Bret who pounds away and crotches Shawn on the top rope. Bret picks
the leg but Shawn escapes the Sharpshooter and walks out for the
countout.

Rating: D. This was.....long. At the end of the day it ran 30 minutes
when it should have been about 15. The only thing that mattered here
was Owen and the future angle vs. Bret. Shawn being in there didn’t
help much, but it needed to be Jerry Lawler and without him this
didn’t mean anything of note. Not a good match and the length hurt
it a lot. They were against things they couldn’t really help here
and that’s what brought it down a lot.

Owen comes back and gets in Bret’'s face during the celebration. Stu
tries to calm Owen down but Owen rants about getting no recognition
and celebrates in the ring on his own. Helen, the matriarch in the
audience, loses it as well.

Gorilla and JR are going to do commentary on the next match as
Heenan and Vince are going to do Radio WWF, an idea which didn’t
last long. During the change over, Gorilla threatens to kill Heenan
as was his trademark at this point.



We recap the Foreign Fanatics vs. the All Americans. Ludvig Borga
hit Tatanka with a chair and pinned him with one finger, breaking
Tatanka’'s two year undefeated streak. Tatanka then got beaten up by
Yokozuna. This led to the Steiners and Luger picking a new partner
in the Undertaker. This led to an awesome moment with Undertaker
opening his coat and having an American Flag inside of it (with 13
stars for some reason). Luger then beat up Quebecer Pierre in a
singles match to put him out of the pay per view. The Fanatics added
the EVIL FOREIGN Hawaiian Crush.

Here’'s Jim Cornette to introduce his team for a very out there
match.

Smokey Mountain Wrestling Tag Titles: Heavenly Bodies vs. Rock N
Roll Express

This is part of an agreement the companies had at the time which
didn’t work that well. The Express (Ricky Morton and Robert Gibson,
a legendary team from the 80s) are the champions and they'’re
defending against Tom Prichard and Jimmy Del Ray. It’s a brawl to
start with the Express being sent to the floor. Gibson is pulled
back in but Morton pulls both of the Bodies out to the floor. Ricky
follows that up with a suicide dive to take both of them out at the
same time.

Things slow down and we start with Gibson vs. Del Ray. They’'re going
to go very fast in this match and that’'s exactly how it starts with
Gibson flipping out of the corner and hitting a headscissor takeover
before bringing in Morton. Prichard comes in and gets booed louder
than all of the Knights in the previous match combined. Morton can’t
quite get above Prichard on a leapfrog and he ducks a Del Ray
superkick which takes Prichard down instead.

Both Bodies get monkey flipped out of the corner and we get the
always dumb looking rowboat spot, where all four of the heels’ legs
are rotated around by the good guys. Gibson works on Prichard’s leg
and the Express take out Del Ray in the corner before Morton works
on Prichard’s leg as well. Tom finally gets in a shot and it'’s off
to Del Ray who is immediately armdragged down.

In a nice move, Gibson blocks the buckle before Morton’s back hits
it to prevent the Bodies from getting the advantage. It’s been all
Express other than the first fifteen seconds. The Bodies have a

quick huddle on the floor and the fans are bored. It’s Prichard vs.



Morton now with the heels taking over for the first time since the
beginning. Off to Del Ray who is suplexed down onto Morton for two.

Back to Prichard for some more choking. There wasn’t a tag but
that’s why the Bodies are heels. Del Ray hits an Asai Moonsault to
the floor and it’'s back to Prichard in the ring who hits a powerslam
for two. Off to a chinlock as this match is turning into an old
school tag match of the NWA style. A Trash Compactor (a kind of
spinebuster/quillotine legdrop combo) gets two but Del Ray’s
powerbomb is countered into a hurricanrana for two. Ricky hooks a
small package for another two and Del Ray hits a moonsault press on
Morton for ANOTHER two. This is why it’s called Playing Ricky
Morton. The guy was a master at it.

A double DDT puts the Bodies down and Morton rolls over to make the
tag to Gibson. Now we get to the point of the match: Prichard throws
Morton over the top, which is a DQ in SMW but this is in the WWF.
Gibson gets confused and decked for his confusion as Morton gets
beaten down even more. There'’s the double dropkick to Prichard but
it only gets two. Del Ray comes off the top with a tennis racket
(Cornette signature) shot to Gibson for the pin and the titles.

Rating: B-. This was a strange match as from a technical standpoint
it was quite good and in SMW it would have been the main event of a
big show, but we’re not in SMW. We’re in the WWF here and these
people don’t mean anything. There’'s a deep history here of a ton of
matches with various gimmicks to them, making this a huge feud. The
problem is all we’re told is they’ve been feuding for years. It’s
the same issue you have with Japanese or other foreign wrestlers:
just being told how great they are doesn’t mean anything to most
fans. We need to see these things, not be told about them.

Team Bam Bam Bigelow vs. Four Doinks

Bam Bam Bigelow, Bastion Booger, Headshrinkers
Bushwhackers, Men on a Mission

Ok. I can get through this. The Doinks are all dressed like a clown

and their identities were secret until they were unveiled here. Luke
comes out on a scooter, Butch has a wagon, the Men on a Mission come
out on foot. Mabel needs the exercise so that’s a good idea. Notice

that there’s no actual Doink in the match and the fans aren’t going

to be pleased here.



A LOUD We Want Doink chant starts up and Bastion and Luke start
things off. Booger is a VERY fat guy in a too small singlet in case
you're not familiar with him. Luke bites him on the ample singlet
before stomping on Bastion’s foot. Afa bites Butch’s balloon and
it's off to Samu. Then he bites a water balloon and gets rolled up
by Luke for the pin. Fatu comes in and Luke hurts his own head off a
headbutt attempt.

Booger comes in and drops a leg on Luke and it’s off to Bigelow with
a headbutt to the ribs. It’s back to Booger who sits on Luke before
stopping for a banana. Another drop by Bastion misses and the
Battering Ram puts him down. Mabel drops a leg on Bastion and it’s
4-2. Fatu comes in to offer meat to Luke and takes over, but here’s
Mo on a scooter for a ride around the ring. Bigelow comes in and
destroys the scooter and Fatu hits the top rope splash...and stops
for a banana.

Butch comes in with a bucket of something...scratch that as there’s
nothing in it, but Fatu slips on a banana peel as he jumps from it
and Butch rolls him up for the pin. Bigelow is all that’s left and
he gets to fight Mabel. Bam Bam can’t do anything to the power of
fat but Mabel misses a splash. The other Doinks come in and get
beaten up also but Butch throws something on Luna. Mabel splashes
Bigelow and a dog pile (which is allowed) gets the pin.

Rating: F. For failure, which is one of the few words to describe
how bad this was. I am in awe. We had falls from a water balloon, a
banana peel and a bucket of something being thrown on Luna. On top
of all that, Doink, the point of the whole thing, wasn’t even in the
match despite it being a character that could be played by almost
anyone.

As Bigelow is leaving, Doink (whose performer has recently changed)
pops up on screen to laugh at Bam Bam. The next step in this feud: a
midget named Dink of course.

The Doinks, including the real Doink, celebrate in the back. Why the
REAL Doink couldn’t be in the arena isn’t answered.

The Foreign Fanatics are in the back and Cornette talks about their
battle plan. He talks about how they look at the All Americans as
one man. You can take a man out by taking out his heart, his mind
and his soul. The Steiners are the heart, but if you take it out, he
has no will to fight. The Undertaker is the mind, but if you take it



out, the man is confused. Luger is the soul, but if you take it out,
you've defeated him completely. I've always liked that promo.

Before the match, we get a history lesson about Boston. No
seriously, this happens. Thankfully it turns into some promos from
the All Americans.

Foreign Fanatics vs. All Americans

Foreign Fanatics: Yokozuna, Crush, Ludvig Borga, Jacques
All Americans: Lex Luger, Undertaker, Steiner Brothers

The Quebecers are the Tag Team Champions and have Johnny (Raven
Polo) as their manager. Yokozuna is WWF World Champion. Jacques and
Scott start things off and Jacques offers a handshake. Scott says
screw you in classic Freakzilla style. Scott hits a quick belly to
belly for two and it’'s off to Rick. Jacques brings in Yokozuna and
things slow down almost immediately. Rick hits a clothesline and a
shoulder to knock Yokozuna out to the floor but it doesn’t do much
good.

Off to Borga to knock Rick to the floor but Steiner comes back in
off the top with a shoulder for no cover. Borga misses an elbow and
Rick goes up again, coming off with a cross body. Borga rolls
through it and Rick isn’t moving at all, giving Borga an easy pin.
Rick finally starts moving and holds his leg, so I'm thinking that’s
a legit injury. Rick can’t stand up on the floor.

Scott comes in next and gets to fight Jacques. Rick eventually limps
off on his own power which is a good sign at least. Scott hits a
great gorilla press but Crush catches a falling Jacques and I guess
that’s a tag. Steiner wants nothing to do with a test of strength so
Crush pounds on him a bit. A butterfly powerbomb puts Crush down and
apparently Savage is back in the building. Crush kicks Scott down
and here’s Macho.

Crush throws Scott down to the floor over the top but he won’t go
after Savage. Randy gets sent to the back and the dull match
continues as Scott may have hurt his knee on that fall. The knee
gets targeted now with Crush firing away some kicks and Savage is
coming back AGAIN. Scott dropkicks Crush to the floor and Crush goes
after Savage for long enough to draw a countout.

Jacques goes after the injured Scott now with a rear chinlock
followed by an elbow to the jaw for two. Scott somehow hits a



gorilla press on Jacques and there’s the tag to Lex. He slams
Jacques down and drops a middle rope elbow for the elimination. It's
now Lex, Undertaker and Scott vs. Borga and Yoko. Borga comes in to
face the still limping Scott as Undertaker hasn’t been in the match
yet.

Ludvig pounds on the ribs and whips Scott in the corner so he can
clothesline Steiner down. Borga goes up top but gets suplexed back
down for two. Yokozuna comes in and pounds away, but Scott gets in
some offense. He tries the freaking Frankensteiner which goes about
as well as you would expect it to, resulting in a legdrop from
Yokozuna eliminating Scott to get us down to two on two.

Luger comes in as we’re almost 20 minutes in with no Undertaker yet.
Borga, a Finn, waves the Japanese flag. Yokozuna misses a splash and
Lex pounds away, only to get clotheslined down with ease. Off to
Borga who runs Luger over again and kicks him in the ribs. Back to
Yokozuna who misses a charge, and it’s FINALLY off to Undertaker.

The Dead Man hits his running DDT and sits up but a Borga
distraction lets Yokozuna suplex Undertaker down. There’s the situp
and another after a clothesline. A legdrop keeps Undertaker down and
there’s the Banzai, but Yokozuna goes for another, and Undertaker
moves. A clothesline puts Yokozuna on the floor and they brawl to a
double countout. See you at the Rumble boys. Undertaker was legally
in the match for less than two minutes and forty seconds.

So it’s Lex vs. Borga now and as Undertaker and Yokozuna brawl on
the floor. Ludvig has taken over and drops a leg on Lex. A side slam
puts Lex down for two and Borga gets more two’'s off various other
power moves. He isn’t covering well though so he isn’t ready to pin
Luger yet. A suplex puts Borga down and they clothesline each other.
With Cornette distracting the referee, Borga hits Lex with Fuji’s
salt bucket for two. Lex gets fired up and hits a powerslam and the
loaded forearm for the final pin.

Rating: D+. This didn’t work either. Undertaker was the main draw
and he wasn’t even in there for a tenth of the match. Yokozuna vs.
Undertaker would go on to screw up two PPVs and Lex would never get
the title, basically making the second half of 1993 totally
pointless. This match didn’t work at all, and a lot of that is due
to the heel lineup. Unless there was an injury or something, I don’t
get why Pierre was taken out.



Santa comes out to celebrate with Luger just like last year.

Overall Rating: D. Let’'s take a look at this card: great opener, WAY
too long second match with the wrong main heel, a match from another
company, the banana peel/water balloon fiasco, and the main event
with an evil foreign Hawaiian. This show comes off as very long and
dull, with most of the matches being completely uninteresting. It
was uninteresting back in the day too, as this show got the lowest
buyrate in the history of the Survivor Series up to this point.

Ratings Comparison

Team Razor Ramon vs. Team IRS
Original: B

Redo: B

Hart Family vs. Team Shawn Michaels
Original: D+

Redo: D

Rock N Roll Express vs. Heavenly Bodies
Original: B

Redo: B-

Four Doinks vs. Team Bam Bam Bigelow
Original: N/A

Redo: Awe

All-Americans vs. Foreign Fanatics
Original: C-

Redo: D+

Overall Rating:

Original: C+

Redo: D

It was almost the same until the overall rating. I don’t
get how it jumps up that high off just a few better grades.

Here's the original review if you’re interested:



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/12/history-of-survivo
r-series-count-up-1993-usa-usa-usa/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Updated History of the Intercontinental Title in E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/10/02/new-paperback-kbs-
history-of-the-intercontinental-title-updated-version/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Summerslam Count-Up - 1993:
And It A1l Comes Tumbling
Down

Summerslam 1993

Date: August 30, 1993

Location: Palace of Auburn Hills, Detroit, Michigan
Attendance: 23,954

Commentators: Vince McMahon, Bobby Heenan

A lot has changed in the last year. Bret won the WWF Title about

three months after the last Summerslam but lost it at Wrestlemania
to the monster Yokozuna. Yoko went on a path of destruction through
the WWF over the summer, but it was WCW signee Lex Luger who stood

up for the USA on the 4™ of July in a body slam challenge and is
challenging for the title tonight. Hogan is gone, so America’s hopes
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rest on Luger. Let’s get to it.

We see Luger’s Lex Express bus arriving earlier today. Luger had
gone around the country in a bus to get fan support for the match
against Yokozuna. Why he didn’t stay in the WWF and win matches to
get a title shot is beyond me.

Ted DiBiase vs. Razor Ramon

The match starts fast as DiBiase jumps Razor coming in. Razor comes
back with a quick backdrop and a slam, sending DiBiase running to
the floor. Back in and DiBiase takes it into the corner for some
chops, only to be reversed on a whip and clotheslined out to the
floor again. Razor pulls him back in but Ted chokes away on the top
rope. I love basic heel moves like that. You never see those anymore
because it’s all about attitude or whatever nonsense WWE tells you
now.

Heenan makes jokes about the 1-2-3 Kid, who recently defeated Ramon
and triggered his face turn. A clothesline gets two for DiBiase and
it's off to the chinlock. It’'s clear that DiBiase is WAY past his
prime here but his prime was so good that this is still totally
watchable. Razor’'s arms stay up on the third drop but DiBiase takes
him back down with a swinging neckbreaker. Ted sends him to the
floor and rips off a turnbuckle pad, only to be sent into it
himself. The Razor’s Edge is good for the pin.

Rating: C-. Not much to see here but DiBiase was nothing more than a
jobber to the stars by now anyway. This would actually be the last
match in the WWF for DiBiase as he would do a quick run in Japan
before retiring by the beginning of the year. The match wasn’t bad
but it could have been the main event of any episode of Raw.

Todd Petingill interviews some of the Steiners’ relatives as we’re
in their hometown. The sister calls Rick by his real name of Rob
here.

Taqg Titles: Steiner Brothers vs. Heavenly Bodies

Jim Cornette manages the challengers, who are Jimmy Del Ray and Tom

Pritchard. This is part of the cross promotion with SMW. Heenan



sings Cornette’s praises, which was how Cornette got over as a heel.
He had debuted not long before this and Heenan immediately hugged
him. Since Heenan was a heel and Cornette was a friend of his,
Cornette was instantly hated. No shades of gray, no thought to it,
just basic heel work. I miss stuff like that so much.

The Bodies jump the champions and send Scott out to the floor early
on. A double flapjack puts Rick down and Scott is knocked back to
the floor, but the Bodies spend too much time double teaming. All
four are in now with the Steiners cleaning house to the delight of
the crowd. I'm sure it has nothing to do with them wearing
University of Michigan colors. A tilt-a-whirl slam (called a suplex
by Vince) puts Del Ray down and the Steiners stand tall.

We officially start with Pritchard vs. Scott and Tom is slammed down
in a BIG gorilla press. A backdrop puts Del Ray down and it’s off to
Rick vs. Pritchard. Rick cleans house with Steiner Lines to send the
challengers to the floor. Back in the and the Bodies finally start

cheating, allowing Pritchard to hit an enziguri to send Scott to the

floor, followed by a Del Ray moonsault press to wipe Scott out.

Back in and Del Ry hits a Rocky Maivia spinning DDT but doesn’t
cover like the schnook that he is. Heenan has the match 1112-9 in
favor of the Bodies. A powerslam gets two for Del Ray and Cornette
jabs Scott in the throat with his tennis racket. Scott finally comes
back with a belly to belly out of nowhere and makes the hot tag to
Rick.

Everyone gets Steiner Lines (Heenan: “Mrs. Steiner just gave her
daughter a Steiner Line!”) but the top rope bulldog only gets two on
Del Ray thanks to a save. Cornette throws in the racket but a shot
to Rick’'s back is only good for two. Del Ray misses a moonsault and
the Frankensteiner retains the belts.

Rating: C+. This was as by the book of a tag team match as you can
get but it was still good stuff. I don’t think anyone cared about
the Heavenly Bodies but that’'s where a good manager like Cornette
can come in handy: the fans are going to boo anyone he’s out there

with, including a tag team who never did anything of note in the



WWF .

A new interviewer named Joe Fowler (he didn’t last long) is with
Shawn and Diesel, with the former saying he’s the best IC Champion
ever. Diesel says he’s there to keep the chicks off the champ.
Fowler wasn’t bad actually.

Intercontinental Title: Mr. Perfect vs. Shawn Michaels

Shawn is defending. This match was literally months in the making
with the WWF basically saying “this is going to be the match of the
year, guaranteed.” To continue the theme of things that just aren’t
the same today, Perfect is trying to become the first three time IC
Champion. We also have Radio WWF with JR and Gorilla Monsoon doing
commentary. Wrestling used to be broadcast on the radio back in the
day, with legendary sportscaster Bob Costas doing commentary at one
point.

Shawn easily takes it down to start but Perfect snapmares him down
as well. Perfect takes over with an armdrag and drives some knees
into the arm. Shawn comes back with a headlock out of the corner but
Perfect avoids an elbow and we have a stalemate. Some LOUD chops in
the corner snap Shawn’s head back and a clothesline turns him inside
out for two. Back to the armbar on the champion but Shawn escapes
and goes up top, only to dive into an armdrag.

Perfect puts on another armbar before catapulting Shawn out to the
floor in a great crash. Perfect goes to the floor but has to stare
at Diesel, giving Shawn an opening for the yet to be named Sweet
Chin Music. Shawn hits an ax handle of the apron to Perfect’s back
before heading back inside to drop knees onto the back. A hard whip
into the corner puts Perfect down again and Shawn drops down onto
Perfect’s back.

Off to a backbreaker with Shawn bending Perfect’s back over Shawn’s
knee. A stiff right hand gets Perfect out and a running dropkick
puts Shawn down again. Perfect gets two off an atomic drop before
countering a backslide into the PerfectPlex, only to have Diesel
pull the leg for the save. Diesel gets punched in the face before

both guys brawl on the floor. Shawn slides back in to distract the



referee, allowing Diesel to post Perfect for the countout.

Rating: C. This was ok and nothing higher than that. The ending was
lame and the match was a bunch of arm/back work with no heat segment
or drama at all. It was a one off match that collapsed under the
weight that the company put on it by saying it would be a classic
and all that jazz. Not much to see here.

Perfect gets beaten down post match with Shawn claiming to be the
best ever. Perfect gives chase and catches up with Shawn during an
interview with Gene. The fight winds up being Perfect vs. Diesel in
a match I don’t think ever happened, unless it was on some random
Raw or Superstars.

1-2-3 Kid is nervous for his PPV debut.

I.R.S. vs. 1-2-3 Kid

The Kid is relatively new at this point, having shocked the world by
beating Razor Ramon in May. He also beat IRS’ partner DiBiase
recently so IRS is here for revenge and to stop the Kid’s lucky
streak. The Kid is launched into the air and bounces off the mat for
early control but he dropkicks IRS out of the air on a second
attempt. Nice psychology there, but IRS knocks him to the floor a

few seconds later.

Kid comes back in with a sunset flip for two but gets caught in an
abdominal stretch to drag the match out even longer. We hit the
chinlock for a bit before Kid takes him to the corner for some kicks
and a moonsault press for two. A side roll gets two as Heenan is
losing his mind. Kid dropkicks him down for two more, but IRS hits a

flying clothesline for the pin out of nowhere.

Rating: D. What in the world was that? The Kid had been undefeated
since May and you have him lose to a jobber to the stars in IRS? I
don’t get the thinking here at all and it would continue to make
little sense as the Kid would only lose one more singles match this
year, and not again until next June. Yet he loses to IRS here? I
don’'t get it.

Owen and Bruce Hart say their dad is at home recovering from knee



surgery but they’re here to support Bret.

Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler

This is the blowoff to a MAJOR feud which started at the King of the
Ring. Bret won the tournament but Jerry attacked him during the
coronation, saying he was the only real king in professional
wrestling. Jerry comes to the ring on crutches with a big ice pack
on his knee. He claims an injury from a car wreck (going into
hilarious detail about a blue haired lady causing a ten car pileup)

so Bret’s new opponent is the court jester.

Bret Hart vs. Doink the Clown

This is evil Doink, meaning he’s AWESOME. Doink comes out carrying
two buckets, one of which contains confetti to throw at the fans.
The other is full of water which is thrown on Bruce Hart in the old
Harlem Globetrotters trick. Bret jumps Doink on the floor and we get
things going inside. Doink is punched back to the floor before he
can even get his jacket off before Hart sends him into the post.
Heenan talks about how Lawler was in an 18 car pileup, crawled out
of the car and into a school bus, saved 40 kids from the bus and
bought them all hamburgers before coming to the arena tonight.

Vince'’s stunned reaction is great.

Doink gets in a shot and goes up, only to be crotched on the buckle.
Heenan: “He’s been de-Doinked!” Bret offers Lawler a chance to come
in before dropping Doink with an atomic drop. Another Lawler
distraction lets Doink hit a knee to the back before sending Bret
into the steps. Doink starts working on the leg and wraps it around

the post with Lawler cheering him on.

The Clown puts on an STF and Heenan swears Bret gave up. Doink
transitions into a lame chinlock before putting on a stump puller
(you sit the other guy down and push his head down while pulling up
on a leg) to stay on the leg and neck. Bret comes back with a right
and the Five Moves of Doom. He hooks the Sharpshooter but Lawler
runs into the ring and breaks the crutch over Bret’s back for the

DQ.



Rating: C+. The match was your usual good Bret match when he had a
good opponent to work against. Lawler pretending to be injured is
the perfect action for him as he’s such a slimy coward most of the
time. The Bret vs. Lawler feud had incredible heat to it as the fans
wanted to see Lawler get beaten up....and then there’s this.

President Jack Tunney stops Lawler in the aisle and says get in the

ring right now.

Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler

Bret blasts him in the head with one of Doink’s buckets before the
bell. They head inside and Bret immediately pounds Lawler down and
gets in a crutch shot for good measure. Lawler gets in a crutch shot
to the throat and chokes away as the referee (ECW’s Bill Alfonzo) is
trying to restrain the Hart Brothers.

Bret gets crotched against the post, allowing Lawler to tell the
referee to go yell at the Brothers again. The distraction lets
Lawler get in more crutch shots in a classic simple heel move. He
stops to tell the booing fans to shut up but Bret is ready to fight.
Hart destroys Lawer and even throws in a piledriver before putting
on the Sharpshooter for the academic submission. He won’t let go

though and the decision is reversed.

Rating: B. The match itself isn’t much from an action standpoint,
but the story was perfect (Bret wants revenge) and it’s a short form
clinic on how to work a crowd from Lawler. Those subtle things like
distracting the referee and sneaking in weapon shots and telling the
crowd to shut up are so basic and easy but you NEVER see them today.
Today's writers need to watch some Lawler matches and they’ll learn
how to have a crowd eating out of a heel’s hand in no time.

It takes about ten referees plus two Brothers to pull Bret off of
Lawler. Bret is told that Lawler is the undisputed King so he goes
after Jerry again as Lawler is put on a stretcher. Bruce Hart gets
in some shots as well but Lawler is finally wheeled off, raising his

arm in victory like the true villain he is.

Unfortunately we never got the planned blowoff to this feud as some



15 year old accused Lawler of rape (she admitted she made the whole
thing up and Lawler was acquitted) so the Hart Brothers vs. Jerry
and three hired goons at Survivor Series never happened. That’'s a
shame as the reaction for Lawler being destroyed by the whole family
including Stu would have been a sight to behold.

Ludvig Borga is on the streets of Detroit to show us the country
that Lex Luger wants to stand up for.

Bret and his brothers say Lawler deserves a broken leg.

Marty Jannetty vs. Ludvig Borga

Borga is basically the original Antonio Cesaro but from Finland.
Marty fires away to start but gets punched in the corner by the
former boxer. A hard clothesline puts Jannetty down before Borga
throws him into the air for an uppercut (much like Cesaro). More
punches in the corner have Jannetty in trouble and a clothesline
stops his comeback dead. Borga blows his nose on Jannetty before
putting on a bearhug. Marty escapes and makes a quick comeback with
a pair of superkicks but gets caught in a powerslam and a torture

rack for the submission.

Rating: D-. This was one of the lamer squashes I can remember in a
long time. Borga looked slow and limited in the ring but the rack
looked good. Other than that though, Borga came off as much more
flash than substance. He would get better, but at the end of the day
he never quite did anything in the company.

Giant Gonzalez vs. Undertaker

This is a Rest in Peace match, which means No DQ and No Countout, or
a street fight as we would call it. Gonzalez has been tormenting
Undertaker all year and lost to him via DQ at Wrestlemania. Gonzalez
is a legit 7’7 and his manager Harvey Whippelman has stolen the Urn.
Paul Bearer is absent for reasons that aren’t quite explained. The
Giant pounds on Taker to start but Taker comes back with some
clotheslines. A single elbow takes the Dead Man down and they head
outside with the Giant in control.

Gonzalez hits some of the weakest chair shots you’ll ever see before



whipping Taker knees first into the steps. Back in and Undertaker
hits some uppercuts but keeps reaching for the Urn. Taker is still
down when the gong rings and Paul Bearer makes his return with a
black wreath. Whippelman goes after him and gets decked, allowing
Paul to get the Urn back. The Giant stares down at him, Undertaker
sits up, hits five clotheslines and a sixth frm the top for the pin.
Seriously, that'’s it.

Rating: G. As in I long for Great Khali. You often hear bad
wrestlers said to be as bad as Giant Gonzalez and there’s a good
reason for that: the guy is HORRIBLE. I understand the idea of the
guy being huge and not needing to do much, but Gonzalez couldn’t do
even the most basic stuff without screwing it up. Having seen a good
deal of both, I can safely say that Gonzalez makes Great Khali look
like Bret Hart.

Post match Harvey turns on Gonzalez and gets laid out.

Cornette says his men have been ripped off all night but that won't
happen when Lex Luger faces his Yokozuna. All those people Luger has
seen over the country aren’t going to be able to help him now
because it’s just Luger vs. Yokozuna, and the last thing Luger will
hear is BANZATI!

Smoking Guns/Tatanka vs. Headshrinkers/Bam Bam Bigelow

Aren’t cowboys and Indians supposed to fight? The heels have Afa and
Luna Vachon with them. The Samoans run over the Guns to start and we
have Bigelow vs. Tatanka to get us going. Tatanka fires off a
shoulder block and a dropkick followed by an impressive backdrop.
Both guys try cross bodies and Tatanka actually gets the better of
it. For a gimmick wrestler Tatanka had some good success around this

time.

A double tag brings in Billy vs. Fatu (Rikishi) with the Samoan
hitting a quick superkick. Billy comes back with a top rope
clothesline as Vince tells us Billy went to college on a rodeo
scholarship. That actually exists? Another superkick from Samu
knocks Billy into the tag to Bart who is slammed face first into the

mat for his troubles. Bigelow comes in with a dropkick for two



before it’s back to Fatu for a wicked powerslam. The Samoans take
turns double teaming Bart with headbutts and chops as the heat
segment goes on for a good while.

Bigelow misses a charge and hits the post, allowing Bart to make the
hot tag off to Tatanka. The Indian chops every heel in sight and
takes Bigelow down with a DDT and a high cross body for two. Tatanka
goes on the war path but walks into an enziguri from Bam Bam.
Sometimes there’s no better solution than to kick a guy in the head.
Everything breaks down and Tatanka is left all alone against the
three monsters. A TRIPLE HEADBUTT puts Tatanka down and all three go
up for a triple flying headbutt, but Tatanka rolls away and rolls up
Samu for the pin.

Rating: B-. Where in the world did this come from??? This was a
shockingly good tag match with everyone moving fast and some great
looking spots from Bigelow. Tatanka was one of those guys that the
fans just liked and there’s no way you can fake that. Good stuff

here and a very nice surprise.

To fill in time, we talk to Luger’s bus driver. The guy is so
valuable he gets to sit in the bus and watch the show on a monitor.
He talks about how great Luger is and how he visited a bunch of
kids.

Pettingill asks some fans who they like in the main event and the

answer is obvious.
Some guy sings the Japanese national anthem.

Randy Savage is master of ceremonies for the main event and comes

out with some country singer who sings the American national anthem.

WWF Title: Lex Luger vs. Yokozuna

Remember, this is Luger’s ONE title shot. It’'s a long staredown to
start before Lex has to knock Mr. Fuji down. Lex starts pounding
away but a single shot from the champion puts him down. Luger comes
back with more right hands and down goes Yoko. A big elbow drop gets
two for Luger and he avoid one from Yoko. Luger hits a running

clothesline in the corner before pounding away on the champion’s



head in the corner. Yoko will have none of that though and takes

Luger down with a single chop.

Luger gets in some right hands but can’t slam Yoko again. Instead he
gets kicked in the face and knocked to the floor with some
headbutts. Out to the floor they go with Yoko choking Luger with a
mic cord. A splash crushes Luger against the post but Yoko misses a
chair shot. They head back inside where Luger hits two ax handle
shots off the top and middle rope before a top rope forearm gets a

very close two count.

A double clothesline puts both guys down and things slow down even
more. Fuji throws in his bucket which Yoko uses to knock Luger out
cold but only for two. A big belly to belly suplex and side slam get
the same results as the champion is getting frustrated. Off to a
nerve hold by the champion which eats up several minutes.

Luger fights up again but gets clotheslined down for two. To show
you how impressive he is, Heenan actually compliments Luger. I don’t
think I ever remember him cheering for a good guy before. Yokozuna
loads up the Banzai Drop but Luger rolls away at the last minute.
They fight into the corner again but Yoko misses a charge. Luger
slams him down and hits the loaded forearm, knocking the champion
out to the floor. Unfortunately for Luger, he also knocked Yokozuna
out cold, earning Luger a countout win.

Rating: D+. This was long and slow without being very good. Luger
got good reactions though, especially for the slam. It was clear
that his character was nothing but warmed over Hogan leftovers but
at least the fans hadn’t entirely realized that yet. This wasn’t a
terrible match, but it certainly was nothing of note either. The
ending wasn’t great but it was necessary to continue the story being
told.

Luger celebrates with his friends to end the show despite not
winning the title. We even get a music video of his push, which
would be WAY more effective if Luger had, you know, WON THE FREAKING
TITLE. Heenan: “This was his ONE shot!” Vince: “Don’t worry he’ll
get another one!” Heaven forbid we pay attention to storylines that



PPVs are built around.

Overall Rating: C+. With a Luger title win, this would have been a
very solid show. There are some bad matches on here but the majority
of the show works amazingly well with Bret vs. Lawler and the six
man being highlights. Much like last year it’'s a show where the
overall show is better than its individual parts which made for a
good show. Why Luger didn’t go over here continues to elude me.

Ratings Comparison

Razor Ramon vs. Ted DiBiase
Original: C-

Redo: C-

Steiner Brothers vs. Heavenly Bodies
Original: B-

Redo: C+

Shawn Michaels vs. Mr. Perfect
Original: B-

Redo: C

1-2-3 Kid vs. I.R.S.

Original: F

Redo: D

Bret Hart vs. Doink the Clown
Original: B

Redo: C+

Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler
Original: B+

Redo: B

Marty Jannetty vs. Ludvig Borga
Original: D+

Redo: D-



Undertaker vs. Giant Gonzalez

Original: C+

Redo: G (As in I long for Great Khali)
Tatanka/Smoking Gunns vs. Bam Bam Bigelow/Headshrinkers
Original: F+

Redo: B-

Yokozuna vs. Lex Luger

Original: B-

Redo: D+

Overall Rating

Original: D+

Redo: C+

...... I had no idea what I was doing back then did I?
Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/07/27/history-of-summerslam-count
-up-1993-i-still-dont-get-the-ending/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Complete 2002 Monday Night Raw Reviews in either E-Book or
Paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/07/21/new-e-bookpaperbac
k-kbs-complete-monday-night-raw-2002-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Monday Night Raw — December
27, 1993: Maybe Undertaker
Is Bad At His Job

Monday Night Raw
Date: December 27, 1993
Location: Mid-Hudson Civic Center, Poughkeepsie, New York

Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jacques, Pierre

It’'s the final show of the year and that means...well nothing really
as one of the major matches announced for this week is Marty
Jannetty vs. Johnny Polo. I have no idea why that’s supposed to make
me want to stick around and watch the show but no one ever accused
1993 of making sense. Let’'s get to it.

We open with a recap of Yokozuna/Ludvig Borga vs. Lex Luger/Tatanka
in what should have been a pretty hot house show feud. I don’t think
it ever happened on TV, even though it should have been a layup.

The announcers preview the show and it’s as weird as it would seem
to be.

Lex Luger vs. Barry Horowitz

Luger sends him into the ropes as the announcers speak a lot of
French for the running joke of the show. I mean, it’s not a funny
joke but it is in fact a running joke. Barry pokes him in the eye to
get out of some arm work as we hear about Bret and Owen Hart getting
a Tag Team Title shot at the Royal Rumble. Horowitz actually gets in
some offense as the Quebecers switch over to Spanish. Lex shrugs it

off and grabs a powerslam before finishing with a superplex.

Rating: D+. Better than I was expecting here with Barry getting in a
good amount of offense. The superplex was a good option for a
finisher instead of the Rack, which I believe Borga was using at
this point. It’s always cool to see a simple move used as a finisher
and it’s not like it’s hard to do. Just let the move get some pins
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and it’s instantly a finisher. Why is that so complicated?

We look back at Johnny Polo interfering in a match between the 1-2-3
Kid and Marty Jannetty, causing a double countout.

Polo brags about beating both the Kid and Jannetty at the same time
so tonight it’ll be easy to beat Jannetty on his own.

Marty Jannetty vs. Johnny Polo

Polo actually gets a takedown to start (Jacques: “Isn’t that two
points? Call the Steiners!”) and scores with an armdrag for good
measure. Marty comes back with an atomic drop for the funny selling
and it’'s off to the arm. A missed charge sends Marty outside in a
heap though and Johnny does a fairly scary scream into the camera.
Back in and they collide as this is already going longer than I was
expecting. Can you imagine Ricky Steamboat vs. Mr. Fuji going this
long? Then again that was a Kung Fu Challenge and not a match so

it’s not the fairest comparison.

Marty’s jumping back elbow sets up a high crossbody for two. Polo
gets dropkicked outside so Pierre goes to check on him, earning
himself a baseball slide. A second distraction fails and Marty gets
in a superkick but opts to dive onto Pierre like a villain would do.
Back in and Marty grabs a sunset flip but Pierre holds Polo’s hands
to give him the pin.

Rating: D+. That's quite the long match but I always like Polo as he
was just having a blast making fun of everyone. It’s always cool to
have a manager who can wrestle a match if the need arises as it can
add a lot of options to the stories. Not a terrible match here but
WAY longer than it needed to be.

Pierre is ejected...from commentary. Can a referee do that? Isn’t
that taking your job a bit far? Especially when it’s not even in a
match.

Yokozuna dreams about being Santa Claus and wakes up, realizing it
was only a nightmare.

Doink the Clown vs. Spike Gray

It’s clearly no longer Matt Borne playing the character as he’s



taller and skinnier than he was a few weeks back. Before the match,
Dink gives Doink some gum. Spike gets some as well but it's
something like a mini-mousetrap. Dink kicks him in the shin, which
isn’t a DQ because the referee is probably too busy ejecting the
popcorn vendor from section 138 because he’s a power mad nutjob.
Dink punches Gray in the face, setting up a German suplex for the
pin. How in the world are these two supposed to be faces? I mean,
clowns are evil by definition and now they cheat? Think this stuff

through Vince.

The Royal Rumble Report fills up time. The only new stuff here is
the Hart Brothers saying they’ll win the Tag Team Titles.

Crush vs. Mike Moraldo

Crush knocks him down without much effort to start as the announcers
talk about the Quebecers vs. the Hart Brothers. Talk about a match
that would really set the company on fire down the road. The head
vice ends Moraldo without too much effort.

Undertaker is still making that casket. I had no idea it took that
much effort to put one of those things together. Or maybe Undertaker
is just really bad at his job and should take up something else.

Like motorcycle maintenance.
Bret tells us to not drink and drive.

We look at Alundra Blayze defeating Heidilee (yes it’s one word)
Morgan for the Women’s Title. This looked like every bad women’s
match you would have seen in this era.

Kwang is coming. Hopefully he leaves even faster.

Razor Ramon vs. Derek Domino

Non-title and non-gold chains for Ramon. Razor start with the
driving shoulders but Derek makes the mistake of slapping him in the
face. Domino (whose singlet is half down for some reason) gets sat
on the top rope for a super fall away slam. Razor slaps him in the
back of the head a few times and grabs the abdominal stretch. That
goes nowhere so it’s the super belly to back into the Razor’s Edge
for the pin.



Rating: D. Yeah fine as Razor continues to be one of the best
midcard acts of all time. The belly to back superplex is something
that doesn’t get the credit it deserves as Razor just tosses people
around with the thing. You can hear all the talk about Shawn
Michaels and the Intercontinental Title and that’'s only going to
lead to good things all around.

Overall Rating: D+. It wasn’t the kindest month to Raw but since the
show debuted less than a year ago, it’s not like they have a lot to
compare it to. The longer matches were a bit better this week though
and there was no Men on a Mission or Jeff Jarrett so we’ll call this
a slight improvement over last week.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
NXT: The Full Sail Years Volumes I and II, now in
PAPERBACK. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/03/24/kbs-history-of-nxt
-volumes-1-and-2-now-available-in-paperback/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Monday Night Raw — December
20, 1993: New York Isn’'t
Memphis

Location: Westchester County Civic Center, White Plains, New York
Attendance: 3,000
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Commentators: Vince McMahon, Shawn Michaels

We’'re getting close to wrapping up the year and that means it'’s time
to get ready for the Royal Rumble. Last week focused on setting up
the casket match which will see Undertaker challenge Yokozuna for
the WWF Title and we’ve heard rumblings of Bret Hart vs. his brother
Owen. At least one of them is awesome. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of Ludvig Borga beating Tatanka back in
October, ending his two plus year undefeated streak. Borga then
helped put him on the shelf so tonight it’s all about revenge.
Tatanka: “Tonight, I'm out for revenge!” Well that makes things
pretty clear.

Vince and Shawn chat about tonight’s show.

Jeff Jarrett vs. PJ Walker

Two future World Champions, which would have made the audience shake
their heads in 1993. Now it makes me want to cry as my head shakes
but that’s just me. Jeff struts away from an Irish whip but gets
hiptossed down. That'’s about it for Walker at the moment though as
Jeff gets in a dropkick. The announcers talk about Jack Tunney being
up for Secretary of Defense as Jeff misses a kneedrop, only to grab
a running DDT for the pin.

Rating: D. Sweet goodness Jarrett was dull. I'm not a fan of country
music and now I have to hear about it every single time Jarrett is
in the ring. The running DDT was fine for a finisher but DANG the
rest of him was someone who was only going to work in Memphis. It’s
such a simple style of offense and that’s not going to make it on
the main stage.

Spend your money to tell the WWF that Lex Luger should be in the
Royal Rumble!

Men on a Mission vs. Duane Gill/Barry Hardy

Mo takes Gill (with hair here instead of his better known bald look)
down with an armbar and actually manages to avoid any major
injuries. It must be a good night. Mabel comes in and drops the big
fat elbow as the announcers talk about someone dying from eating
pigs. Michael Cole doesn’t even sound this awkward. Vince isn’t done
yet as he suggests that the Royal Rumble could come down to Mo vs.
Mabel. Imagine that: Mabel as a main eventer. That’ll be the day.
More slow paced arm work continues as Shawn sounds a bit “under the



weather”. A reverse DDT and the middle rope splash end Hardy.

Rating: F. I used to love Men on a Mission but WOW they haven’t aged
well. Mabel was acceptable enough for the big fat monster but Mo
might be the most worthless wrestler I can remember from this era.
You could even say that Hardy and Gill were more valuable as they
give me flashbacks to Gillberg and Barry gives me imagines of Broken
Barry Horowitz.

The Royal Rumble Report runs down the card and the nine names in the
Rumble.

Ludvig Borga is ready to crush Tatanka again.

Tatanka vs. Ludvig Borga

Tatanka chops away and we get a graphic listing the announcers. In
case you're flipping through and hoping to avoid Rio Rogers I guess.
Borga is in early trouble and gets sent into the post, meaning it'’s
WAR PATH time. A high crossbody gets two but Borga gets in a
clothesline for his first offense over two minutes in. The former
boxer starts hammering away in the corner and gets two off a bad
looking powerslam. Tatanka starts the comeback but here’s Yokozuna
for the DQ.

Rating: D+. I always liked Borga but time haven’t been the nicest to
him. He has a good enough look and was a solid character but the in-
ring work wasn’t exactly strong. On the other hand, Tatanka is a
good example of someone who lived WAY beyond his expiration date and
turned a one note character into a pretty nice career.

Tatanka gets double teamed but Lex Luger makes the save with a slam
on Yokozuna.

The announcers bicker about what we just saw. Shawn doesn’t like
Luger using the forearm, which sounds like the start of a feud that
never happened.

Lou Albano is presented to the crowd for no apparent reason.

Adam Bomb vs. Mark Thomas

Bomb shoves him around and rips at Thomas' face. Vince: “Thomas is a
big Barney fan!” That's the topic of the match with Shawn accusing
Barney of charging 427% interest for a personal appearance. As you
digest that brilliance, Thomas is powerbombed for the pin.

Thurman Plugg is coming.



We look at Owen Hart challenging his brother last week.
Bret says no way.

Owen Hart vs. Mike Bell

Bell actually wins a fight over the arm to start so Owen hits
something like a headscissors driver (he does have a tendency to
drive people’s heads into the mat) to take over. Shawn accuses Bret
of getting more Christmas presents than Owen as Hart drops a middle
rope elbow. A belly to belly sets up the Sharpshooter to make Bell
tap.

Rating: D+. Bell got in WAY more offense than I was expecting to see
here and that makes Hart’s win mean just a bit more. The announcers
also made sure to point out the fact that Owen got in a lot of
original offense instead of just using Bret'’s stuff. They’'re trying
to show the difference between the two and that’'s going to set up
the feud even better.

We go to Undertaker’s shop (complete with a sign, meaning it’s an
official registered business, which is quite the departure from what
you would expect from Undertaker) where he’s working on Yokozuna's
double sized casket.

Headshrinkers vs. Phil Apollo/Jerry Seavey

Apollo would wind up playing Doink a few years later. Samu hammers
away on everyone as we hear about Donald Trump’s upcoming wedding.
Their conclusion: Trump is no Heart Break Kid. Seavey gets beaten
from one side of the ring to the other and a double Stroke sets up a
top rope splash for the pin.

Overall Rating: D. Nothing to see here but it’s a long way towards
the Royal Rumble. The Bret vs. Owen stuff is starting to go
somewhere though and that’'s one of the best feuds the company has
ever put together. Unfortunately the rest of the stuff was as boring
as you could imagine with Jarrett being a major low point for the
show.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
NXT: The Full Sail Years Volumes I and II, now 1in
PAPERBACK. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/03/24/kbs-history-of-nxt
-volumes-1-and-2-now-available-in-paperback/




And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Monday Night Raw — December
13, 1993.: The Savage
Stereotype

Monday Night Raw
Date: December 13, 1993

Location: Mid-Hudson Civic Center, Poughkeepsie, New York
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jim Cornette

With Bobby Heenan gone, it’s probably time to start the very long
running tradition of rotating commentators to go with Vince. Other
than that we’re getting close to the start of the build to the Royal
Rumble, which means we’re in for a long six weeks or so. If nothing
else there’'s Randy Savage vs. Fatu. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

We look at the end of last week’s show with Heenan being thrown out
of the building.

Vince brings in Cornette, with a Santa Claus cover on the tennis
racket. That's so corny that it works perfectly for him.

Randy Savage vs. Fatu

After Afa finally gets out of the ring, Savage charges into an
elbow. I wonder if that’s harder than his head. Randy does that one
spot that you only do to a Samoan where he slams him head first into
the mat. The ensuing superkick puts Savage on the floor where he
tries to send Fatu head first into the steps. To paraphrase Savage
at Wrestlemania IX: wrong again Slim Jim breath.

Back in and the beating continues as I have a feeling we’re in the


http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/04/28/monday-night-raw-december-13-1993-the-savage-stereotype/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/04/28/monday-night-raw-december-13-1993-the-savage-stereotype/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/04/28/monday-night-raw-december-13-1993-the-savage-stereotype/

“Savage gets beaten up for five minutes and then hits the elbow for
the pin” formula. Savage gets sent outside so Afa can get in a few

shots, followed by a shrunken head (just go with it) shot for two.

Fatu goes up but gets crotched, allowing Savage to hit the top rope
ax handle to the floor. Back in and a clothesline sets up the elbow
to put the Samoan away.

Rating: D+. Just a squash here until we got to the ending, which
really didn’t make Savage look all that great. Then again that
formula got Savage a few World Titles in WCW so maybe there was
something for it. Also, how weird is it to think that Fatu got into
the Hall of Fame on his own and not in a tag team? It’'s a stretch to
have him in there at all but it goes to show you that you never know
what you might get out of the right gimmick.

Todd Pettengill makes an appeal to the fans to vote for Savage to be
allowed back on WWF Mania. Gee I wonder if they will. Well I
wouldn’t for 99 cents a call.

Lex Luger says don’t do drugs and I begin to laugh, albeit in a sad
way .

Smoking Gunns vs. Steve Smyth/Jim Massenger

We’ll say Jim gets beaten up first with a double legsweep putting
him down as Cornette talks about going to Toronto to beg Jack Tunney
to keep Luger out of the Royal Rumble. Lou Albano comes out to scout
with Vince talking about Lou managing more Tag Team Champions in WWF
history. Cornette: “Give me time! Give me time!” Bart dropkicks
Massenger down, followed by a top rope bulldog to give Billy the
pin. Total squash.

We look back at Shawn Michaels vs. the 1-2-3 Kid last week with
Razor Ramon’s failed save attempt. Shawn gave him two (fairly bad
for the sake of safety) Razor’s Edges on the floor. Good angle to
advance a good feud.

IRS vs. Todd Mata

Before the match, IRS opens the briefcase and shows off Razor’s
stolen jewelry. IRS throws him into the corner and grabs a
backbreaker as Cornette comes up with a variety of excuses for what
was really in the briefcase. Oh and he’s dating Princess Diana. IRS
grabs a belly to back suplex of all things for the pin. To be fair
his finisher was a clothesline so that’s hardly a stretch.



And now, Yokozuna as Santa Claus! Don’t worry though as it was just
a nightmare. Why was Mr. Fuji right next to Yokozuna’'s bed? Is that
in your standard manager contract?

Undertaker vs. JS Storm

That’s one heck of a pop for Undertaker, who was one of the few hot
acts even at this point. Undertaker throws him outside and into the
steps as Cornette rants about the upcoming casket match. The
chokeslam and Tombstone keep this one short.

Undertaker puts him in a bodybag for fun.
Jeff Jarrett debuts next week.

Rick Martel vs. Tim McNeany

I always forget that Martel existed after about 1990. A crossbody
gives Tim two and he gets the same off a sunset flip. Martel elbows
him in the jaw and grabs a front facelock. Tim actually makes a
quick comeback but misses a dropkick, setting up the Boston crab for
the submission. Better than I was expecting for a change.

On Superstars, Owen Hart was sick of hearing about Bret and
challenged him to a match.

Bret Hart vs. Brooklyn Brawler

Hart starts with a hiptoss before going after the arm. The arm work
continues as you can tell Bret isn’t exactly interested in working
hard here. Brawler chokes in the corner a bit but gets slammed off
the top, leaving Cornette to compare the Brawler to Rush Limbaugh.
Bret starts in with the Five Moves of Doom and finishes with the
Sharpshooter.

Rating: D. This was exactly what you would expect from a five minute
Bret vs. Brawler match. If nothing else it gave the announcers a
chance to hype up Bret vs. Owen, which sounds like a very solid
match on paper alone when you ignore the good story behind it. Bret
wasn’t exactly energized out there but it’s hard to blame him for
being a bit lethargic.

Overall Rating: D-. Watching this episode felt like the stereotype
that comes with the older shows: the longer matches are bad and the
squash matches aren’t long enough to care about. The Royal Rumble
and Wrestlemania are starting to shape up though and one of those is
outstanding so at least I have something to look forward to.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
NXT: The Full Sail Years Volumes I and II, now 1in
PAPERBACK. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/03/24/kbs-history-of-nxt
-volumes-1-and-2-now-available-in-paperback/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Monday Night Raw — December
6, 1993: Come Back Bobby

Monday Night Raw

Date: December 6, 1993

Location: Westchester County Civic Center, White Plains, New York
Attendance: 3,000

Commentators: Vince McMahon, Bobby Heenan

Dang I just finished the January 1994 shows and now I get to see how
we got there. We’'re just past the Survivor Series where Lex Luger
and AMERICA defeated the evil foreigners (one of them all the way
from Hawaii) but more importantly, Bret and Owen Hart took their
first steps towards an amazing feud. Let’s get to it.

The opening video looks back at Shawn Michaels attacking Razor Ramon
during a match against Diesel. The 1-2-3 Kid made the save and we’ve
got a match tonight. This was around the time when Shawn was
suspended for a steroids violation while still Intercontinental
Champion. He returned and claimed to still be champion, setting up a
huge feud.

Vince and Bobby preview the show.

Shawn Michaels vs. 1-2-3 Kid
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Shawn has the Intercontinental Title but isn’t champion. They start
fast with Kid firing off the kicks to send Shawn outside for a
springboard dive. We hit a long headlock until Kid makes the mistake
of trying to climb the corner, allowing Shawn to suplex him down for
the break. That's fine with Kidd who sends Shawn shoulder first into
the post, only to dive into a powerslam on the floor.

We take a break and come back with Shawn working on the ribs to keep
things slow, which isn’t something you often see Michaels do.
Another suplex gives Shawn two and it’'s off to a backbreaker. Back
up and a spinning kick sets up even more kicks (to be fair, kids
don’t have the most varied offense), only to miss something like a
Swanton as we take a second break.

Just like earlier we come back to Shawn in control and hitting a
Razor’s Edge, only to pull the Kid up at two. Vince thinks that
should be a DQ because Vince has some weird ideas at times. A second
Razor’s Edge brings out Razor Ramon to chase Shawn up the aisle.
Shawn trips but Diesel gets in a cheap shot from the curtain as I'm
guessing the match was thrown out somewhere in there, even though it
should have been a countout win for the Kid.

Rating: B. Good match here as the Kliq (not yet formed of course)
continues to be the best workers in the company and are always more
than willing to work with each other. This was much better than your
average match around this time, which isn’t exactly shocking given
who was in there.

Shawn gives Razor the Edge on the floor, albeit nearly in slow
motion to prevent a bad case of death. A second Edge keeps Razor in
trouble as Vince is LOSING IT on commentary.

Quebecers vs. Bert Centeno/Mike Walsh

Non-title. Centeno starts with Jacques and slaps him in the face
before bailing out to the floor. Walsh comes in and is sent hard
into the corner as the beating begins. A backdrop sends Pierre onto
Centeno and the Cannonball ends a long squash.

Rating: D. It’s not a good sign when the best part of the match was
Johnny Polo sitting in a chair with his feet up reading a magazine.
Then again, Polo was often the best part of the Quebecers’ matches.
These squashes are only going to get you so far and the Quebecers
weren’t the best option in the first place.



Post match Centeno is put in Polo’s chair and clotheslined out.
Royal Rumble ad.

Owen Hart doesn’t want to hear about Bret winning Superstar of the
Year. He has a surprise coming.

Doink the Clown vs. Tony DeVito

DeVito is nice enough to let Doink stroll Dink around before we get
going. Dink gets on the apron for no apparent reason as DeVito gets
caught in an armbar. Another takedown keeps Tony in trouble as you
can hear the crowd going very quiet for this, which isn’t the
biggest surprise. Dink is still on the apron and being rather
annoying but that’s standard for him.

A German suplex drops DeVito and we hit a headlock as we hear about
Star Wars airing on USA. Another takedown has Vince complaining
about how many times Doink has done pretty much the same thing. The
Whoopee Cushion ends a squash that has me longing for the Quebecers
match.

Rating: D-. WAY too long here as Doink has lost everything after
turning heel. This was a really boring match and Dink continues to
be far more annoying than he really should have been. Given that
he’s a small clown, that'’s quite a bit of an accomplishment. Bad
squash with the five minute runtime being ridiculous.

Jeff Jarrett and his unnamed friend (with his awesome hat) walk the
streets of Nashville and complain about never getting a break.

We look back at Crush attacking Randy Savage, which somehow got
Savage suspended.

Crush vs. Tony Roy

Heenan says Mr. Fuji is very happy because tomorrow is the
anniversary of Pearl Harbor. This is the regular phone call match
with Savage calling in from the United Kingdom. Crush shrugs off the
offense and hits a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker as we hear about
Savage’s time as a macho baby. The slow beating continues as
Savage’s reception cutting in and out. I think he’'s giving us a
salad recipe though. A gorilla press onto the top rope puts Tony
away .

Rating: D. This was all about the phone call which was all to set up
Savage making his in-ring return next week to face Fatu. The best



part though was Vince telling Bobby that Gorilla Monsoon called in
earlier today but it was a LOCAL call. The fear in Heenan’s voice
was perfect and I think that might be leading somewhere.

We run down next week’s card and heeeeeere’s Gorilla. Monsoon has
good news and bad news for Heenan. The good news is he’s won a free
trip. Heenan: “I don’t care to go anywhere!” The bad news is Monsoon
grabs him by the jacket and literally drags him out of the arena.
Heenan’s luggage is waiting next to the door as Gorilla throws both
him and it out of the building (and the company as he was off to
WCW) . Heenan looks close to tears as he salutes the building and
leaves.

Overall Rating: C+. That one match really is enough to carry the
whole show but the ending is actually a little sad. Heenan never was
his old self in WCW and it’s a shame to see him go. At least it was
in a funny moment with Monsoon getting to do it. Those two had some
of the best chemistry ever and Heenan’s line of “I wish Monsoon was
here” at the Hall of Fame gets me every time. Not a good show, but
check out that opener.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
NXT: The Full Sail Years Volumes I and II, now 1in
PAPERBACK. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/03/24/kbs-history-of-nxt
-volumes-1-and-2-now-available-in-paperback/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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