On This Day: June 9, 2011 -
Impact Wrestling:
Sting...Loses?

Impact Wrestling

Date: June 9, 2011

Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

It’s the go home show for Slammiversary and we have most of
the card set up already. With Foley now fired and apparently
legit gone from the company, it appears that Immortal is back
in control again. Also we’'re likely to get the final push to
Sting vs. Anderson which will see Sting/Young vs.
Anderson/Gunner. Anyway, let’s get to 1it.

We open with a recap of last week of Foley being fired and
Immortal having full power again. Hogan is looking extra
orange here.

Hogan and Bischoff open the show. Hulk says that the Network
finally woke up and got rid of the selfish Foley. Eric says
that Foley did have a few good ideas such as the name of the
show and that wrestling matters. Eric assures us that the X
Division 1is going to be presented in a fair and balanced
manner. First up though he wants the contenders in the world
title match to come down here right now.

Here are Anderson and Sting. Hogan talks about how awesome
this company 1is now. They’re not going to go through this with
the Network again. Hogan gave his word apparently and he meant
it. At Slammiversary there will be a winner and a loser with
no gimmicks or agendas. Also there will be no run-ins. If
either guy has a problem with that speak now.
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Anderson raises his hand and says that he’s been making fun of
Sting for weeks because everything Sting stands for is a joke.
Anderson 1is in this for Anderson and on Sunday, he’s getting
the title back. Sting says he’s got a lot he’s going to do
about that. There are a lot of things he wants to do around
here and he’s going to do them because he’s champion. One of
two things has to happen: Hogan and Bischoff have to leave or
the real Hogan has to come back. He gets in Eric’s face and
calls him an infection, blaming him for Hogan being the way he
is. Hogan needs to cut away the cancer, and he’s certainly
capable of it.

Knockouts are up next.

Mickie James/Tara vs. Winter/Angelina Love

Can we just get to the lesbian stuff already? Tara has the
motorcycle back. Tara and Winter start us off. Angelina
doesn’t seem interested in tagging in so Mickie and Tara work
on the arm. I guess Mickie is all cool about the whole Tara
running her over a few months back thing. Off to Angelina who
wants Mickie. Tara instead hits a spinning side slam and it’s
off to Mickie. They hit a wheelbarrow splash for one as
Angelina does her zombie thing again.

With Tara accidentally distracting the referee, Winter is able
to get a powerbomb in the corner on Mickie for two. The zombie
chicks take over on Mickie now as she plays Ricky Morton for a
bit. Mickie hammers back and that gets her nowhere. Blind tag
brings in Angelina but Mickie hits a dropkick to take her
down. Everything breaks down and Madison comes down to
distract Tara, allowing Angelina to hit her backbreaker on
Mickie for the pin at 4:45.

Rating: C. Not bad here but really just a standard tag match.
It sets up the Mickie vs. Angelina match on Sunday which 1is
fine. Nothing too bad but Madison might have been a bit too



much out there. Angelina’s chest looked great though so that
balances out the questionable ending.

Beer Money and Shelley are ready for their match tonight and
on Sunday.

Mexican America says they’re tired of getting less every time.

We get a video of Samoa Joe and Crimson fighting in a bar
which is filmed via phone apparently. Joe beats the tar out of
him.

Jeff Jarrett gets here and doesn’t want to talk about Karen so
he walks off.

The Brits are on commentary here. Well at least Magnus is as
Williams stands behind the desk.

Mexican America vs. Alex Shelley/James Storm

Anarquia and Shelley start us off. The champions I guess do
some of the Guns’ offense which Storm modifies for his own
style. I like that as it plays up the best of both world
dynamics. Shelley gets caught coming off the top and Hernandez
hits his slingshot shoulder to take Shelley down. We keep
cutting to Magnus talking so it’s hard to see everything
that’s going on.

Shelley tries to fight back but gets caught by the power of
Hernandez. Slam sets up a missed splash off the top by
Supermex and there’s the tag to Storm and one to Anarquia
also. Everything breaks down and Hernandez is knocked to the
floor. Storm has Anarquia covered but the girls distract the
referee. Sarita gets beer to the face and Shelley kicks Storm
in the face, allowing Anarquia to get the pin on Storm at
4:30.

Rating: C. Pretty decent tag match here as we can see the



problems that the guys unfamiliar with being partners. I liked
how Shelley and Storm worked together out there but I'm not
sure I get the point 1in having them 1lose. Have
miscommunication and let them win still to make it look like
they’'re having issues but can still win on Sunday. Either way
not bad here.

Gunner comes in to see Anderson and Anderson asks for help
against Sting, implying he’ll repay the favor later. They're
cool apparently.

Mexican America comes in to see Hogan and wants a title shot.
Hogan gets all ticked off and says quit telling me what to do
or he’ll turn into the Terminator and play a game of Hulkster
Says with the ladies. Mexican America 1is going to do something
when Hogan least expects it. Ok then.

Preview of Angle/Jarrett with the main focus being on Angle.
He says he’s not worried about this Sunday and says that he
can beat Jarrett this time because there will be no Karen to
distract him.

We open the second hour with more talking of course, this time
in the form of Jarrett and Angle. Jeff says Kurt is going to
listen tonight rather than it being them going back and forth.
Karen is gone apparently and won’t be at the PPV. Jeff has had
to think about that for seven days now and the first thing he
did was panic. He panicked over what Kurt will do to him when
it’s one on one. Jeff reminds everyone that he brought Kurt in
and Kurt is the best in history.

However, Kurt never thanked Jeff for bringing him in. Kurt
wasn’'t happy about being the best in the company and the real
star. It was always about making people forget about Jeff.
Then Jarrett wanted to take everything dear to Kurt, so he
took his wife and kids. Now he wants to take away Kurt's place
on top and he won’'t sleep until he owns it.

Kurt finally gets to talk and thanks Jeff for taking Karen out



of his life for good. All he’s ever wanted was Jeff one on one
but Jeff had to keep bringing Karen into it. Kurt isn’t
wasting any more words on him because on Sunday, his wrestling
will do the talking. Then Jeff will see how real this really
is.

ODB doesn’t like how Velvet presents herself and ODB will how
Velvet what wrestling is tonight.

Kaz and Kendrick have Janice and are looking for Abyss.
Kendrick says Abyss is his type of guy. They say they’re going
to go find him.

Bully Ray is here for an open challenge. On Sunday he’ll be
the last man standing because he’s a man. I wonder if he’s 40.
The challenge is for everyone other than D-Von. Here's a
surprising person to take it.

Rob Van Dam vs. Bully Ray

RVD does his poses and gets powerbombed out of the corner for
two. ALl Ray so far as he uses his basic brawling stuff. RVD
finally gets in a kick to send Ray into the corner. Monkey
flip doesn’t work and Ray hammers away again. AJ is chilling
in the stands watching this. Ray hasn’t seen him yet but he
does now. The distraction lets RVD recover long enough to
counter the Piledriver. Springboard kick sets up the Five Star
and we'’re done at 3:30.

Rating: C. This is barely gradeable as the majority was Ray
hammering on RVD and then the AJ distraction. RVD had a total
of about four moves in this. Remember a few weeks ago when he
and Angle had one of the “biggest matches in Impact history”?
And now he has a three and a half minute match with Bully Ray
that he needs AJ to help him get through. Things change so
fast in wrestling it’s unreal.



We get a clip from English TV of Angle trying to get back on
the Olympic team.

Kendrick and Kaz are still looking for Abyss and they actually
find him reading The Art of War again. Abyss talks about how
he doesn’t need Janice anymore and calls the X Title the
Extreme Title. There can be a three way at the PPV. Kendrick
gets into a big philosophical rant and Kaz just leaves.

We run down the card for Slammiversary.

ODB vs. Velvet Sky

ODB isn’t under contract apparently so she comes out next to
the broadcast table. Sky jumps her before the bell and the
brawl begins. Velvet is sent into the steps and hurts her knee
as we finally head into the ring and start the actual match.
ODB covers immediately but only gets two. This is a sloppy
brawl and barely even a match at all.

Velvet can’t get going due to the knee injury but has a chance
to breathe due to ODB yelling at the referee. She argues even
more and Velvet can’t do anything. The announcers make stupid
jokes and we get more arguing with the referee. Velvet finally
wakes up and stomps away in the corner. Qut to the floor again
and Velvet gets her back rammed into the post. Fall away slam
sets up more yelling and Velvet grabs a DDT for the surprise
pin at 5:12.

Rating: D. Didn’t like this at all as it was about five
minutes of stomping, choking and yelling. I guess that’s the
end of this feud and if so that’s not saying very much. Pretty
weak match here and the only real perk was Velvet looking
good. Any match where I have to watch ODB slap her vagina is a
bad one.

Eric Young is all stupid again and talks about unifying the



titles and Who's The Boss before Sting yells at him again. He
wants him to drop the comedy for one night and let the
competitor come out.

We get a clip from Xplosion where D-Von and Pope have been
having issues. Pope came out to save D-Von from Mexican
America. D-Von doesn’t like Pope being around his kids and
wife.

And now let’s have our main event.

Gunner/Mr. Anderson vs. Sting/Eric Young

Big match intros kill some time. The slow bell for this makes
me chuckle for some reason. Sting vs. Anderson to start but we
get the traditional fast tag from Anderson to bring in Gunner.
Sting gets the splash in the corner very quickly and adds a
second one, both of them to the back. Apparently the second
was because a spot was messed up as after the first Sting
intentionally turned his back to Anderson. He did it again the
second time in the same spot and Anderson drilled him.

Anderson works over Sting in the corner now and it’s off to
Gunner again. He works on the ribs with an abdominal stretch
and here’s Anderson again. Sting gets a clothesline and it’s
off to Eric who cleans a few rooms, adding a big top rope
elbow to Gunner. He fakes blowing mist at Anderson but
celebrates too much and is rammed into Sting. That counts as a
tag somehow and Gunner hits the F5 on Sting for the pin at
6:00. Oh and Young celebrates on the floor.

Rating: D+. What in the world was that? Who in the world
thought it was a good idea for Gunner of all people to get a
pin on Sting to end the show? I don’t get this at all and the
main event is the longest match of the show at 6:00. Not a fan
of that at all and I don’t get what they’re going for here in
the slightest.



Back and Young doesn’t get that they lost. Sting is mad.

AJ says the plan is coming together. Ray pops up and says he
didn’t back away. Agents break it up.

Sting gets something out of his bag and Anderson talks about
how he didn’'t break a sweat. Sting comes up and Anderson runs.
They go into a trailer and Sting beats him down then puts
paint all over Anderson’s face. This is Sting snapping I
guess. He chokes Anderson out to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. Not a bad show tonight but it was rather
paint by numbers. Nothing really happened here but it was a go
home show for the PPV and they covered the big matches for it
pretty well. That being said it was another match where
everything kind of dragged which is never a good thing.
Definitely not a bad show but really just kind of there at the
end of the day. That main event brought it down though.

Results

Angelina Love/Winter b. Mickie James/Tara — Backbreaker to
James

Mexican America b. Alex Shelley/James Storm — Anarquia pinned
Storm after a superkick from Shelley

Rob Van Dam b. Bully Ray — Five Star Frog Splash
Velvet Sky b. 0ODB — DDT

Gunner/Mr. Anderson b. Sting/Eric Young — F5 to Sting

Here’s Slammiversary if you’re interested:



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/06/12/slammiversary-2011-so
me-very-questionable-stuff-but-tnas-best-ppv-of-the-year/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

On This Day: May 30, 2011 -
Monday Night Raw: Whatever
Happened To Crazy?

Monday Night Raw

Date: May 30, 2011

Location: Qwest Center Omaha, Omaha, Nebraska
Commentators: Jerry Lawler, Josh Matthews, Michael Cole

Three weeks out from Capitol Punishment and we now have some
new stories set up. It’'s looking like we’re setting up some
form of Truth vs. Cena at the PPV which is probably the best
option right here. Other than that it’s kind of hard to say
where we’re going with major matches as other than that, Show
vs. Alberto is probably coming later with the knee injury
angle. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is a tribute to Memorial Day and soldiers
that have died in combat. Nothing wrong with that.

And now we have a black screen. Oh wait here’s R-Truth at a
merchandise stand destroying stuff. And never mind as we’'re
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gone again with a graphic saying there are technical
difficulties. Ok now he’s destroying the stand with no audio.
He messes with a concession stand and we cut to black again.
We have some background audio but whatever he’s saying into
the microphone isn’t heard.

Cole and Lawler are talking but their words don’t match their
movements. Lawler says it’s something to do with the
conspiracy. Now Truth is coming down the steps in the audience
and yelling at people in Cena gear. There goes the audio
again. Truth comes down to a family in Cena gear and the audio
is way out of sync. He calls the kid little Jimmy and the
kid’'s father big Jimmy. The father says What’'s Up and Truth
isn’t happy. The sound sounds like it’s in a tunnel or
something and is about 8 seconds ahead of the video.

He’s in the ring now and ranting about how the fans are the
problem instead of him. It’s about Little Jimmy apparently.
Here comes Cena as Vince must be losing his mind right now.
Cena says that Truth is losing it because he thinks everyone
is named Jimmy and there 1is no conspiracy. The audio is in
sync now, about 10 minutes into the show. Truth says it’s the
fans and Cena that are crazy, not Truth.

The fans chant for Cena and the picture is still jumping a
bit. Cena says that these are the greatest fans in the world
and they agree that Truth should be in a straightjacket. Cena
says he has no problem knocking some sense back into Truth.
Truth wants a match so all the little Jimmys can watch him
beat Cena down. Cue the GM for an E-Mail read by Cole and the
main event is Truth vs. Cena with no little Jimmys allowed at
ringside. Truth thinks it’s a joke and says Cena will get got.

Kharma will speak tonight.
Dolph vs. Kofi next.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Kofi Kingston




Cole says he'’s thankful for being back at ringside to call
this show. Dolph is blonde again which is a big improvement
for him. Technical stuff to start as Lawler says Vickie looks
good tonight. I know they were having technical difficulties
but dang man they’'re messing with Lawler’s words now. Slower
paced match than was probably expected. Ziggler takes him down
with a shoulder block but Kofi speeds things up a bit.

The referee has an elbow pad on for some reason. Cole keeps
sucking up to Vickie as Kofi takes over a bit. No one has
really had an extended advantage yet. Kofi tries his jump into
the punches in the corner but Dolph moves, allowing Kofi to
land on the top rope. Dolph shoves him to the floor as we take
a break.

Back with Dolph holding an armbar and pulling Kofi back down
by the hair. Elbow drop gets two and we go to a chinlock.
Stinger Splash in the corner misses for Dolph and Kofi speeds
things up again. He can’'t get the SO0S but the jumping
clothesline does hit. There’s the Boom Drop but Trouble in
Paradise misses. Sleeper almost goes on and Kofi hits a
pendulum kick. Top rope cross body misses and a Fameasser gets
a close two. Small package gets two for Kofi but he walks into
the Zig Zag for the pin at 10:50.

Rating: C+. This got a lot better near the ending but the
first part of it was kind of uninspiring stuff. Not a great
match or anything but it’'s nice to see them get about ten
minutes to go out and let a match build upon itself instead of
being like three minutes long. Not bad but nothing great,
especially compared to what they did on Smackdown last year.

Here’s Alberto in an Audi. We get a clip from last week where
Big Show was hit by the car driven by Ricardo. Part of the
clip shows Alberto was driving and Ricardo switched places
with him in the background. Ricardo explains his side of the



story in Spanish. Alberto says bad things happen to bad
people. They owe him money for damaging his car and Ricardo
will send them the bill. Get well soon Big Show. So it took
almost 8 minutes to say “I'm not sorry”?

Kelly Kelly/Eve Torres vs. Bella Twins

Eve vs. Brie to start as Eve does her gymnastics. She hooks
some kind of a choke/arm lock on but Twin Magic prevails. The
Bellas beat down Eve for a good while as the crowd really
doesn’t seem to care. There’s the tag to Kelly who does what
is supposed to be a Thesz Press I think. Kelly'’'s belt goes
flying off and she gives whichever Bella that is a Stinkface.
Everything breaks down and the K2 ends let’s say Nikki at
2:56. Just your typical Divas match with the looks being the
only thing of note.

There’s a cookout in Nebraska. No real reason for it being
shown but it’s the second time we’ve seen it tonight.

Cole is in the ring to talk to Riley about his attack last
week. The Raw GM has apparently signed Alex Riley again. We
see the beatdown on Miz from last week. Here’s Riley with his
own theme song and a decent reaction from the crowd. Cole
yells at Riley about how he betrayed Miz after Miz had done so
much for him. What about Miz apparently? Miz looked at Riley
like a brother and Cole wants to know how Riley can do what he
did to Miz last week.

Riley says he’s never felt better and Cole suggests Riley beg
Miz for forgiveness. Cole rants on him a bit more and Riley
cuts him off. Riley says Cole has a big mouth and is starting
to get annoying just like Miz. Cole calls Riley a bastard an
Riley grabs him. He of course takes too long and here’s Miz
for the beatdown. He looks manly in pink. Miz tries to get a
kick in but Riley takes him down. Miz tries to run but Riley
takes him down in the aisle and continues the beating. Riley



throws him onto the table and Miz runs into the crowd and out
the door as Riley stands tall in the ring.

CM Punk vs. Rey Mysterio

Ryan is with Punk here. Cole can’t wait to tell us that a guy
on American Idol wore a Punk shirt. You know, for all the WWE
fans that watch American Idol. Punk takes over to start but
gets caught in a kick to the chest and a headscissors. Into
the corner but Punk gets out of the way and sends Rey to the
floor. Rey gets on the apron but Ryan sends him into the post
as we take a break.

Back with Punk holding Rey in something like a Gory Stretch
for a bit. Rey escapes but a headscissors is countered into a
backbreaker for two. Punk hammers away but Rey manages to
dropkick him into 619 position. CM hits the floor but Rey hits
a suicide dive to send Punk over the announce table. Back in
Rey hits the seated senton and the springboard cross body for
two. A sweet pinning combination gets two.

Big spin kick misses and Punk gets another backbreaker for
two. Punk loads up the GTS but Rey counters into a rana to set
up the 619. Ryan blocks it so Rey dropkicks him to the floor.
Rey tries to skin the cat back in but Punk catches him in the
GTS position. Rey counters again but a big kick to the head is
enough for Punk to pin him at 9:05.

Rating: B-. Pretty good match here as they let both guys do
their thing. Punk and Nexus’ push continues and 1it’s
definitely not a bad thing. Also seeing Rey lose is always a
plus as it gets a good deal annoying to see him beat every
single person he’s in there with. Either way, good stuff here
and Punk’s push continues, which is a good thing.

We get a clip of Austin on Jimmy Fallon.



Here’s Kharma to explain what happened last week. Her voice 1is
a lot softer than you would expect. Her dream was to be a WWE
Superstar (not Diva) and here she is. She tried out for season
2 of Tough Enough and JR apparently told her she was too fat
to be a Diva. She went to Japan where she cleaned floors for
training. She went to every wrestling promotion in the world
(no mention of TNA) before WWE called.

Her other dream was to be a mother. She’ll be a mother because
she is currently with child. This is a high risk business and
she can’'t risk anything happening to her because it’'s a high
risk sport. She’ll be back though. Here are the Bellas to make
fun of her. They say they’re impressed that she found a guy to
hook up with. It must bother her to not be able to beat them
up right now. They make fat jokes and the Bellas try to run.
Kharma will be back in a year and she hopes they’ll still be
here because then she has a new dream. Her music plays her
out.

We get the really stupid press conference promo on Capitol
Punishment. At least mix it up a bit. I think this one 1is
different but still, the joke is over.

Evan Bourne vs. Jack Swagger

Swagger hammers away to start but an attempt at a belly to
back suplex puth both guys on the floor. Back in and it’s all
Swagger so far with him hammering away on the back of Bourne.
Rather slow match here but Bourne tries to speed things up a
bit, only to walk into a sidewalk slam. Swagger keeps smacking
him in the head and seemingly wasting time. And yep there it
is as Bourne grabs a victory roll for the pin at 3:14.

Rating: C-. Just a quick match there to have Swagger mess up
and continue this feud with Bourne. I hope this leads to a
face turn for Swagger as his character can only go so far as a
heel. He has the talent but they haven’t really gone anywhere



with it. Pretty much a nothing match but with 3 minutes what
can they do?

Truth talks to himself some more.

Cena talks to Ryder who looks like he has something resembling
the IC Title.

R-Truth vs. John Cena

We do get part of the segment to open the show from earlier
tonight with working audio. Cena’s music hits at 10:58 so this
is going to be a pretty short match. Cena sends him to the
floor almost immediately and Truth rants at some fans. Truth
gets something going but is sent to the floor again where he
runs his mouth some more. They're intentionally not having a
ton of contact here.

There are the dueling chants as Cena gets going. At least he’s
not gone get got. Cena takes him to the floor again and Cena
gets frustrated. Truth escapes the Attitude Adjustment and
hits the crowd this time. Cena goes after him but gets caught
with a shot to the head and it’s a count out win for Truth at
4:00.

Rating: D+. Not even a match really as there might have been a
total of 30 seconds of contact the entire time. Still though
they’'re setting up for later on, likely with a PPV title match
coming up. If that’s the case then this is fine as the point
was to not have them actually do anything yet. Not even a
match though so the grade means nothing really.

Truth goes back into the crowd and throws soda in the face of
the fans from earlier. Cena gives them his wristbands to end
the show.

Overall Rating: B. This was a rather good show overall with
the pacing being far better than it’s been in recent weeks and



a good deal of wrestling to go with it. Truth being all insane
is a nice touch to his character as he’s playing that
character to perfection. A lot of stuff was advanced tonight
and we got a high amount of wrestling too. What more can you
ask for? Very solid show here indeed.

Results

Dolph Ziggler b. Kofi Kingston — Zig Zag

Kelly Kelly/Eve Torres b. Bella Twins — K2 to Nikki Bella
CM Punk b. Rey Mysterio — Kick to the head

Evan Bourne b. Jack Swagger — Victory Roll

R-Truth b. John Cena via countout

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon at:

On This Day: May 1, 2011 -
Extreme Rules 2011: Take
Wrestlemania And Add Gimmicks

Extreme Rules 2011

Date: May 1, 2011

Location: St. Pete Times Forum, Tampa, Florida
Commentators: Jerry Lawler, Booker T, Josh Matthews

I see this show as being like TLC from last year: there isn’t
much of a difference in the stories from here and Wrestlemania
so here are a bunch of gimmicks tacked on and we hope that you
watch our show and don’t notice that we haven’t put much
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thought into this past month. The main event tonight
(possibly) is Christian vs. Alberto Del Rio for the vacant
world title. If Christian doesn’t win here, I doubt he ever
will. Not really but it sounds good. Let’s get to it.

Opening video is pretty much what you would expect: TONIGHT IS
EXTREME! !'!

CM Punk vs. Randy Orton

Last man standing here. New Nexus is with Punk as they
continue to try to validate their existences. And never mind
as an E-Mail throws them out. Punk takes the pad off a buckle
before he even gets in. Hot start as they go right at it. We
go to the floor quickly with Punk getting introduced to the
barricade. They hit it off and are taking in a movie next
Tuesday.

They go back into the ring as they’'re keeping up that fast
pace. The problem of course is that in last man standings,
there’s no real point to buying into any counts until after at
least 8 minutes. Punk grabs a kendo stick and the “brutal”
part of the match starts. Multiple shots by Punk (Straightedge
anyone?) gets about seven and now it’s payback time. Finisher
attempts are exchanged and Orton sends Punk into a chair
wedged in between the ropes to the floor for about 6.

Punk gets a solid kick to the head for about 8. As always in
these matches, a lot of time passes with little happening due
to the counting and setting up for the counting. Orton sends
him into the barricade for six and we head back to the ring.
GTS actually hits and Orton gets up at 9, only to fall back
down a second later. That counts as being up though as it
should. Punk throws in a chair and a Russian leg sweep onto it
gets about 8.



To their feet and Punk tries another leg sweep. Orton pulls an
RKO out of nowhere and both guys are down. Orton gets up as
does Punk but he stumbles to the floor just after he gets up.
Punk fights off the elevated DDT and wraps a chair around
Orton’s throat to send it into the post. THAT gets 9 and Punk
is ticked off. They go to the table and Punk tries the GTS on
it...which wouldn’t add anything to the move but whatever.
There’s the counter into an RKO onto the (non-breaking in this
case) table and Punk stumbles to his feet somehow at 9. I
would have bet on that being the ending.

Orton sets for a Punt but gets caught in a GTS into the steps.
When I say the GTS I mean he gets dropped face first onto the
steps which is really about all you can do with that move. Up
at nine and Punk has a kendo stick. Punk sends Orton in and
goes up top for some reason, only to have Orton intercept the
stick and WEAR PUNK OUT with it as he’s hanging from the top.
SUPER RKO from the top ends this with Orton barely beating the
count.

Rating: B. I rather liked this one, mainly because they gave
it a lot more time than I expected them to. I would have
thought the ending was going to happen multiple times in there
but they let it keep going. I think it was pretty clear Orton
was going to win, but they had a lot of very close calls in
there and it worked rather well. Much better than I expected
actually.

Lawler heads to the back to get read and we recap the Draft.
Morrison is warming up.

Sheamus 1is ticked off that Teddy has added an extra match with
him defending against Kofi in a tables match. He’s the US
Champion and is defending against someone not from the US. He
demands to see the birth certificate. This is FAR less stupid
now that that whole issue is over.

US Title: Sheamus vs. Kofi Kingston




Booker continues to imply Kofi should turn heel as we hit the
floor early. First table is brought out by the pale one and
set up on the floor. Back to the ring and Sheamus gets caught
on the apron, only to hit a slingshot shoulder block to take
Kofi down. Table #2 comes in and lands on top of Kofi. We hear
about how Sheamus beat Cena in one of these to win the title
which still blows my mind.

Table gets set up in the corner but Kofi fights out of it.
Sheamus moves to avoid Kofi’s dive but Kofi is like screw it
and does the splits in midair to land on the ropes with the
table between his legs. Big boot sends Kofi flying over the
table on the floor as Sheamus takes over again. The corner
table is set up in front of the corner and Sheamus hammers
away. Sheamus can’t suplex him onto a table on the floor and
gets caught by Trouble in Paradise but it doesn’t put him
through the table. The Boom Drop as Sheamus turns around does
however to give Kofi the title.

Rating: C+. Not bad here and considering it was just a way to
get a midcard title on Raw this was fine. Kofi of course is
his usually solid self and Sheamus loses the title without
getting pinned. This was perfectly fine and the ending plus
some cool spots by Kofi were enough to push it over the top.

Truth complains about Morrison because that’'s what he does
anymore. He can’t spell conspiracy. The one thing he can’t
stand is a thief which is what Morrison is. Back in the 80s
this would have been a squash over a jobber and the point is
just to establish that Truth is here for when he likely runs
in later.

Michael Cole/Jack Swaqgger vs. Jim Ross/Jerry Lawler

Country whipping match here, which means they all have straps.



Cole, I kid you not, is wrapped in bubble wrap. Ross has a
legit broken hand after beating Cole up Monday. Cole gives us
his resume as a reporter and insults all of Florida by saying
everyone is old. Lawler vs. Cole to start as Lawler can’t hurt
him. Lawler goes for the only unprotected part: Cole’s face.
There goes the bubble wrap and it’s off to Swagger.

Basically this is Lawler vs. Swagger for all intents and
purposes as they have a one on one match for a few minutes.
Lawler gets him down but takes a chop block as he goes after
Cole. Ankle Lock goes on for like 30 seconds as Ross WEAKLY
hits Swagger to break the hold. Off to JR who puts an ankle
lock on Swagger! Swagger escapes and I think accidentally tags
Cole. Ross wastes WAY too much time for a clothesline and
whips Cole a bit. Ankle lock goes on Cole and even takes
Swagger out with a low blow. He turns to whip Swagger...and
gets rolled up by Cole to end it. Dang it this is going to
keep going isn’t it?

Rating: F. Hey look, Cole wins again and gets to run his mouth
a bit more. Not as bad as Mania but still, DO SOMETHING ELSE!
This has been done and it’'s been done multiple times already
so why do they keep going with it? Cole can still be a jerk
but give us SOMETHING for a change instead. Match sucked too.

Over the Limit is in three weeks. Well of course it 1is.

Cena says he hasn’t been champion since June and will be
champion again tonight. Short interview here.

We recap Rey vs. Cody. Not much to say here other than it'’s
been awesome from Cody and Rey messed up Cody, turning him
into someone that thinks he’s grotesque despite looking the
same as he always has. That's some solid psychological stuff
there.

Cody Rhodes vs. Rey Mysterio




Falls count anywhere. People hand out the bags which is a nice
touch. Cody has promised to send Rey to the hospital on his
way to Raw. Cody charges at Rey to start us off but Rey speeds
thigns up to send him to the floor. They go up the ramp and
Rey gets a seated senton off the stage for two. Out into the
crowd as Rey kicks away at the head. NOT IN THE FACE!!!

Up towards the back of the arena with Cody kind of in control
now. Into the back as this is more or less an old school
hardcore match. Cody mangaes the Beautiful Disaster off a
concession stand window for two. That looked awesome. Back to
the ring as this has been a very stiff looking match. Rey
tries his sitout bulldog but Cody reverses with a wheelbarrow
drop onto the steps for two.

Cody picks Rey up like a 24 pack and throws him into the ring.
Rey fights back and sets for the 619, intentionally exposing
his knee brace. Cody counters and hits an Alabama Slam for
two. Up we go but Rey FIRES GREEN MIST at Cody to send him
flying. 619 out of nowhere and the springboard splash finishes
completely clean.

Rating: B. Another good match here, mainly due to them beating
the tar out of each other. This feud was solid and at least
Cody got the win at Mania which looks better on his resume and
will be what is remembered. Good stuff overall here and the
mist was a nice touch despite messing up the racial
stereotypes again.

Layla apologizes to the Divas for being mean to them over the
years. They say they don’'t like her but they like Michelle
less.

Cole is back on commentary. Oh joy.

Michelle McCool vs. Layla




More or less a street fight here and the loser leaves WWE.
Michelle wisely jumps Layla during her lay on the rope
entrance. Out to the floor as this is another intense brawl. A
shot into the table gets two for Michelle. Big boot misses and
here comes Layla. Belly to belly gets two for Michelle as we
hit the floor again.

They fight on the barrier of all things with Michelle taking
over. DIAMOND DUST gets two for Layla as they come back in.
Faithbreaker is countered into the Layout for two. Michelle
counters a jackknife cover into a Faithbreaker (Styles Clash)
but can’t cover immediately. Layla counters the cover into a
rollup/crucifix pin to get rid of Michelle.

Rating: C+. I liked this again. The Divas can do pretty well
if they’'re given the proper amount of time. Layla winning here
is probably due to Michelle leaving soon if not tonight
apparently which is fine. Definitely one of the better matches
with the females in awhile as this worked fine. Layle 1is
getting a lot better every time she gets in there, which is
definitely a good sign.

Layla cries as she leaves.

Michelle gets the goodbye song treatment but Kharma (Awesome
Kong) debuts. Implant Buster kills Michelle dead with ease.
All of the Divas are freaked out. Beth is made to look the
most prominent here.

Alberto gives Ricardo instructions on how to announce the
ending.

We recap Edge’s retirement and the title being vacant. This
gets the 3 Doors Down video again which makes me smile. Edge
was supposed to defend in a ladder match but had to retire due
to a neck injury so Christian took his place by winning a
battle royal.

Smackdown World Title: Christian vs. Alberto Del Rio




Ladder match here. Well we’'re in Christian’s match with Edge’s
momentum behind him in his (kind of) hometown. If he doesn’t
win here, he’s never going to have a better chance. Brawl to
start and Christian goes for the ladder only for the king of
the golden banana hammock to take over. Baseball slide into
the ladder into Del Rio as Christian takes control right back.

First ladder is brought in and Del Rio gets in a shot to take
over. Christian is knocked to the floor as Del Rio gets the
big ladder set up between the table and the ring like a
platform. Suplex is blocked but Christian is kicked into the
steps hip first. The Canadian gets knocked off the top onto a
ladder and then jumps onto Del Rio to keep the advantage for
the most part.

Up goes Christian but we’re only about 8 minutes into this so
that’s not the ending. They slug it out but the Killswitch is
avoided. Del Rio is sent into the ladder arm first. Big ladder
goes up in the middle of the ring but Del Rio chucks a
stepladder at Christian for the save. Codebreaker to the arm
with Del Rio on the small ladder and Christian coming off the
big ladder which looked awesome.

Del Rio works on the arm a bit as Cole declares Christian
done. The small ladder (I smell an alliance with Horny) 1is
used again but Del Rio goes crashing into the big ladder to
put him down. Christian goes up again, only to get caught by
Alberto in a kind of powerbomb move which is countered by a
rana by Christian. They fight over a chance to put the other
through the ladder platform but Christian gets a suplex onto a
ladder to put Del Rio down.

Alberto goes up, only to be stopped but the arm goes out on
Christian as Alberto keeps control. Chair slipped in by
Ricardo which goes nowhere. Back in the ring Christian busts
out a SPEAR to put Del Rio down. I guess he isn’t a master of



it though as Del Rio makes the save by pulling Christian
through the rungs of the ladder. Christian slips free, sending
Alberto into the corner where the stepladder gets kicked into
his face again.

Christian gets laid out on the platform ladder and Del Rio
goes up for an elbow/legdrop/splash/whatever. Christian moves
though and the ladder DOESN”T BREAK. FREAKING OW MAN! There
goes the Canadian but Brodus runs in to move the ladder and
pull him down. Stepladder shot puts Clay down as Del Rio comes
back in to take over. Cross armbreaker with the arm in the
ladder makes Christian tap which means nothing.

Christian 1is busted open so we bust out the towel. Alberto
sets up the ladder and has to take his time as first aid is
administered, making this look REALLY FREAKING STUPID. He goes
up but a horn honks and Edge is in a car. Brodus 1is busted
BAD. The distraction lets Christian shove Alberto onto Clay
and Christian is champion. One important thing here: Edge
stands off to the side for a good while to let Christian
celebrate on his own.

Rating: B. Another rather good match here and this is the
right move. I’'m skeptical about Christian as champion still,
but this was 100% the right call given the circumstances. He
gets the chance to run with things here, despite being 37 now.
It'’s a gamble, but it’s not a huge walk the plank one so I
don’t have many complaints here. Rather good match too but
nothing we haven’t seen before for the most part.

Edge celebrates with Christian but DOESN’'T STEAL THE
SPOTLIGHT.

Package on Orton’s movie at a film festival. I think they’ve
figured out the idea here: let the actors do the acting and
let the WWE guys have supporting roles. It’ll do a lot better.

Riley gives Miz a pep talk as the fans can be heard heckling
Del Rio.



Tag Titles: Kane/Big Show vs. Wade Barrett/Ezekiel Jackson

Lumberjack match here which is really needed as it’s 10:15 and
we only had the Raw title match left. Show vs. Barrett to
start us off as Show dominates. Kane comes in with his low
dropkick for two. Everything breaks down quickly as Show beats
up various jobber lumberjacks as Jackson runs over Kane to
take over. Double clothesline puts both guys down as this is a
bit of a mess. It’s a bonus match though so you really can’t
complain that much.

Off to Show who cleans a few rooms but gets sent to the floor
by Jackson. Jobbers pound on him which means they’ll be his
dinner later. DH Smith is actually here. Wow indeed. They
finally get Show back in and Jackson slams him, but Barrett
wants the glory. The glaring between the foreigners allows
Show to grab a chokeslam to retain over Barrett. Just a quick
match here.

Rating: D+. Again, it’s a bonus match so you really can’t
complain much here. They filled in the card and pushed the
whole Corre breaking down thing. This was fine for what it was
as they weren’t expected to do anything of note. I'm done will
filling in space here but with this sentence I get four lines
out of it so I'm happy.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. The Miz vs. John Morrison

In a cage and it’s pin, submission or escape. Miz tries to run
but the not brothers John save him. Midnight Express flapjack
puts the champ down as we’re firmly into the three way formula
already. Everyone beats on everyone as the former tag
champions....and by that I mean Miz and Morrison....go up but
Cena makes the save. Miz and Cena fight on the top rope for a
bit and down goes Cena.



Morrison tries to make a quick escape as Miz tries a pin but
the champion saves. They sit on top of the cage and slug it
out as Booker says they’'re 20 or 30 feet in the air. I give
up. Cena pops up and it’s a double suplex to Miz but they kind
of botch it into almost a double brainbuster. That looked
SICK. Back to the formula again and down goes Morrison.

Cena locks on the STF but Miz tries to escape. Cena lets go
for some reason and no one escapes. Morrison gets thrown into
the cage, only to jump up the wall and almost escape. He’'s a
wildcard in this and changes the whole thing, as wildcards are
designed to do. With the Johns on top, Miz tries to go out the
door. Morrison kicks the door onto his head but gets crotched
on said door.

Miz wisely pulls Morrison back into the cage because Morrison
was about to just fall onto the floor. Cena gets two on
Morrison. BIG DDT on Cena by Miz gets two. Miz rams Cena into
the cage and Morrison almost escapes, only to be caught again
by Miz. They slug it out on top of the cage again and Miz
can’'t quite get down. Miz goes down so Morrison launches a
Starship Pain off the cage to take out both guys in a cool
spot.

Morrison almost gets out but of course here’s Truth to slam
the door on Morrison’s head. Truth comes into the cage and
destroys Morrison. Axe kick to Cena as Booker is confused.
Jumping downward spiral (NAME THAT MOVE ALREADY!) to Morrison
as Truth climbs the cage. He hasn’t touched Miz. Truth climbs
out of the cage and has the big freaky eyes going on.

Everyone 1is down now and Miz is the first one up. He goes to
escape, for some reason not going through the door, only to be
caught by Cena. They slug it out with the boo/yay which 1is
required for Cena matches anymore. Skull Crushing Finale 1is
blocked into a big old FU off the top (stealing moves from
Orton Cena? Really) and Cena is champion again.



Rating: B-. Well we all knew the Truth interference was coming
and that Morrison wasn’t walking out with the title which is
fine. The ending sets up a rematch and Truth vs. Morrison
which 1s fine on both counts. This was a pretty solid main
event to a pretty solid show which is always a good sign. They
worked the formula and they worked it well here, so no
complaints for the most part.

Overall Rating: A-. Dude this show was pretty awesome. There
are good matches throughout, some history thrown in there and
two bonus matches, one of which was pretty good. This is a lot
like TLC: it wasn’t meant to be an epic show but rather fun
instead and that’s just what they did here. Good stuff
throughout and not boring at all with everyone working hard.
That’s what you want here and it paid off. Very good show and
rather fun overall.

Results
Randy Orton b. CM Punk when Punk couldn’t answer the ten count
Kofi Kingston b. Sheamus — Boom Drop through a table

Michael Cole/Jack Swagger b. Jim Ross/Jerry Lawler — Cole
pinned Ross with a rollup

Rey Mysterio b. Cody Rhodes — Springboard splash
Layla b. Michelle McCool — Crucifix Pin

Christian b. Alberto Del Rio — Christian pulled down the
championship

Big Show/Kane b. Ezekiel Jackson/Wade Barrett — Big Show
pinned Barrett after a chokeslam

John Cena b. John Morrison and The Miz — Cena pinned Miz after
an Attitude Adjustment off the top

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new



book on the History of the WWE Championship from Amazon for
just $5 at:

On This Day: April 11, 2011 -
Monday Night Raw 2011: Leave
The (Canadian) Memories Alone

Monday Night Raw

Date: April 11, 2011

Location: Webster Bank Arena at Harbor Yard, Bridgeport,
Connecticut

Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Josh Matthews

Tonight we’ll likely begin the build to Extreme Rules. We
didn’t have much time last week as the focus was on Mania
fallout and of course next year’s Wrestlemania main event
being set up. It should be interesting to see what Cena does
to fill the next 50+ weeks. No matches on the Raw side have
been announced for the PPV so we should get something tonight.
Let’s get to it.

On Tough Enough there was a teaser that Edge says his career
might be over. That came out of left field.

Cole gets a special introduction as the only undefeated
superstar in the WWE. “What’s up Jerry?”

Here’s Cena to open the show properly. He talks about how this
is a great time to be in the WWE Universe because last week
there was an announcement made that turned WWE upside down.
Cena talks about the announcement that was so big it takes a
year to digest. The match can’t just be a match though, so
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that match needs to be for the WWE Championship. Therefore
Cena needs to win the WWE Championship, so he issues a
challenge for right now.

Instead he gets Randy Orton. Orton says that Cena may want a
title shot but he had his already and lost. Orton says Cena
should step aside and let someone that won their match at
Wrestlemania get a shot. Cena gets ready to reply but here’s
John Morrison. He says we’ve seen this show (referring to Cena
vs. Orton) before but now it’s better because John Morrison 1is
involved.

Before that though here come Vickie and Dolph. Vickie says she
should get the shot because she pinned Morrison. But if not
her then Dolph. Ziggler says he isn’t here on Raw to waste his
time on Cena. He'’s never faced Miz for the title so the line
starts with him. Don’t worry though because everyone will get
title shots when he’s champion.

We’'re not done yet because here’s R-Truth. He says that the
gospel truth is that he’s never had a WWE Championship match.
I think there’s a reason for that Truth. An e-mail says that
there’s a new cobncept match. It’s a 5 man gauntlet match.
Tonight (presumably) there will be two starting and another
enters at a preset interval. You can’t get a win until all
five are in and the winner meets Miz at Extreme Rules. I think
those are the rules at least. It was a bit hard to keep track
of.

Lawler vs. Swagger later. If Lawler wins he gets a rematch
with Cole.

There's a video of a baby doll with its head taken off. You
can see the person holding it, clearly the soon to be debuting
Awesome Kong. She laughs crazily.

Divas Title: Eve Torres vs. Brie Bella




Brie allegedly won a Divas battle royal to win this shot.
Wasn’t that weeks ago and she got the shot already? Eve brings
a marker to have an X put on Nikki’s hand so we know she’s on
the floor. That’s rather intelligent. Brie takes her down to
start but Eve makes her comeback with a dropkick and the
standing moonsault for two. Eve gets her in the Tree of Woe
and when she’s being taken off there’s a switch. While Nikki
is being taken out Brie sneaks up on her and an X-Factor gives
Brie the title at 2:20. Weak match but all the girls looked
good from a looks perspective at least.

Sin Cara debuts next.

Back with Eve being all upset about losing and Gail comes in
to say she knows how it feels. Eve says all the Divas are the
same. Natalya gets the same response. Tamina walks up to get
something and just keeps walking. Ok then.

Sin Cara vs. Primo

The fans cheer for Sin Cara as Primo hammers away. He tries to
toss Cara into the air so Sin Cara lands on his shoulders and
backflips off. Out to the floor and a slingshot rana sends
Primo flying. Primo is thrown back in but gets a baseball
slide to send Cara back out. We hit a modified chinlock as
Primo is getting way too much offense in here.

Cara chops away and gets another rana to get the crowd going a
bit more. Powerbomb is countered into a very fast and hard
sunset flip. Primo goes up but gets kicked in the head. They
stand on the top rope and Primo falls, sending Cara to the
floor. A C4 2000 (Downward Spiral with a backflip off the top)
ends Primo at 4:30.

Rating: D+. I haven’t seen this big of a blown debut in a long
time. Primo controlled the majority of the match and whenever
Cara got something going, Primo would hit something to slow



him down. You couple that with the botch at the end and this
was a glorified train wreck. At least the ending was good.

We get a clip from the end of Raw last week with Corre running
in. During the live chat on NXT last week Howard Finkel said
that was very stupid of them to do. When the Fink comes down
on someone, that’s not a good sign.

Corre is in the ring and Barrett says he used to see them as
equals, but if they can’t hold up their end of the bargain
then there’s no point in continuing. Gabriel takes offense to
it and says the 450 has taken out more people and he’'s a 3
time tag champion. Slater says WE are three time tag
champions. Jackson says he made Corre legit. He gets cut off
by Santino’s music though.

Here are Santino, Henry, Bryan and Bourne. Santino says if
they’'re the Corre then they’re the A.P.P.L.E.: Allied People
Powered (by) Loathing Everything (you stand for). This fight
is for Kozlov so APPLE POWERS UNITE! And yes Santino really
said that.

Corre vs. Apple

This is joined in progress as we come back. The Apple name 1is
hilarious if nothing else. Corre is in control hammering away
on Daniel Bryan. I wonder if he regrets leaving being the king
of the indies yet. Gabriel gets a hilo for two. After a nice
long beating it’s the hot tag to Santino who cleans house.
Cole makes apple jokes the whole time. Everything breaks down
and Bryan throws out a suicide dive to take out Barrett. Cobra
is loaded up and a reverse DDT ends Santino at 3:37.

Rating: D+. Nothing special at all here other than to show
that Corre is mostly united at least. Bryan sells very well so
the match was about as good as it was going to get given what
they had to work with. Not a terrible match but all things



considered it was just ok. At least the right team won.

We talk about Lawler vs. Swagger and here’s JR to be in
Lawler’s corner. Cole makes fun of Ross so JR tries to break
into the Cole Mine. When that fails he hits Cole with his hat.
Jerry gets up to take out Swagger and we go to a break.

Jerry Lawler vs. Jack Swaqger

If Lawler wins he gets a rematch with Cole at Extreme Rules
and gets to pick the stipulations. If Swagger wins then Cole
never has to face Lawler again. Cole and Ross are at ringside
and are on microphones. Swagger controls with basic stuff to
start, namely hammering on Jerry. Cole keeps talking trash as
Jerry makes a brief comeback, including taking a brief victory
lap around the ring.

Headlock by Swagger is reversed by a belly to back suplex.
Ankle lock goes on and Jerry does as Ross says by getting to
the ropes. Cole shouts MOMMY at Jerry during the hold. Josh
isn’t talking during the match. Swagger grabs an armbar and
cranks on it a bit. Ross: “Your guy had you in an ankle lock
and now has a wrist lock. Show’s how stupid he is!”

Cole calls Swagger Jackie as he rams Jerry into the buckle.
Lawler Lawlers Up and hammers away. Cole keeps running his
mouth so JR finally blasts him. The distraction allows Jerry
to grab a rollup for the pin at 5:18. Swagger’s face after it
is one of the funniest things I’'ve ever seen.

Rating: C-. A lot of that is for the commentary/talking alone.
JR’s line is one of the most obvious yet brilliant lines I’'ve
heard in a long time and shows the basic lack of psychology
that is present in wrestling today. Not a great match or
anything but given who was in there, this was solid. And no,
I'm not saying this was better than the previous two matches.
They’re not on the same scale and shouldn’t be.



Cole rips into Swagger post match, blaming him for everything
and saying he paid good money for his help. It was all
Swagger’s fault that he lost. Then he slaps Swagger and runs.
Jerry grabs the mic and says we need to talk about Extreme
Rules. He picks the obvious tag match: JR/Lawler vs.
Swagger/Cole. Smart thinking actually. Jerry reminds Swagger
that Cole just slapped him in the face. Cole panics as Swagger
looks like he’s about to eat him.

We get a video package of wrestlers both past and present
talking about how great Undertaker vs. HHH was.

Edge is talking to Cena and will be heading to the ring next.

Here’s Edge as JR, King and Matthews are doing commentary now.
Please, I beg of you, pick a team and stick with it. This
rotating lineup in the middle of the show is getting annoying.
Anyway Edge says he’s going to ramble a lot in this. He says a
lot of people thinks WWE doesn’t hurt and he wishes that
wasn’'t true. 8 years ago he had a neck injury and had spinal
fusion surgery to correct it.

He knew he was wrestling on borrowed time but recently he’s
been losing the feeling in his arms. He'’s taken some tests and
managed to make it through Wrestlemania, but the tests tell
him he has to retire. The doctors have said he has no choice
but thankfully they’ve found out now and he’s not going to be
in a wheelchair.

Edge breaks down into tears as I'm thinking this isn’'t a
storyline at all. The fans chant thank you Edge and he says
thank you guys. Edge talked to Christian who has been his best
friend for 27 years. Edge was mad at himself but he’s still a
fan of the WWE. He talks about going to Maple Leaf Gardens
with Christian and seeing guys like Demolition, the LOD and
Hogan.

Then he went to Wrestlemania 6 and saw Hulk Hogan vs. the
Ultimate Warrior and said he’'d be doing that. Fast forward 18



years and it was him in there against the Undertaker. Now he’s
won more titles than anyone in WWE history and had his last
match in a main event at Wrestlemania and gets to retire as
World Heavyweight Champion.

Edge has been in this business for 19 years and he grew up in
front of these people. He runs through his career from running
through the streets of New York to doing posing for the
benefits of those with flash photography to a live sex
celebration (“luckily with Lita and not Vickie Guerrero”) and
he hopes that he’s earned the fans’ respect.

He’s going to miss this and tomorrow he doesn’t have to wear
tights and now he gets to eat ice cream. He says he’d do it
again, even getting hired by JR. He drops the mic and gets a
standing ovation. No Alberto, no interruptions, nothing else.
If this was a work, give this man an Emmy right now. He does
his pose on the stage and his music plays him out. Heavy stuff
man.

We’'re back and everyone, faces and heels, is applauding Edge.
Even Vickie, Dolph, Corre, everyone. Dustin Rhodes is there in
a shirt and tie. Still no Alberto or Christian. No word on the
title situation yet but I’'d assume Christian will take his
place in the ladder match for the vacant title.

Cue Miz to a nice pop actually. He's on commentary here.

John Cena vs. Randy Orton vs. R-Truth vs. Dolph Ziggler vs.
John Morrison

Two will start and then it’s a standard gauntlet match, last
man standing wins. Ziggler locks on a chinlock after some back
and forth stuff. Lawler asks Miz who he’d prefer to face and
Miz says he can’t hear him over his awesomeness. Josh 1is
reading something and not seeming to pay attention.



Orton fires off some offense and looks down at Miz. Ziggler
hides in the ropes to avoid the RKO. He can’t avoid the
elevated DDT though and Orton sets for the RKO. The Nexus
returns though and distracts Orton, allowing him to be pinned
at 2:43. Well I didn’t see that one coming. Orton has to
fights off the Nexus but Ryan takes him out. Orton is left
laying as we take a break.

Back with Truth vs. Ziggler. Miz runs down Truth, wondering
which version of him would come up. Lawler asks who Miz would
rather face and Miz says he’ll face either of them. Chinlock
goes on by Ziggler as Miz talks about not getting respect. If
Cena wanted icon vs. icon he should have challenged Miz. Miz
says he’s not a talker. Lawler responds with a facepalm.

The in ring stuff is rather boring, mainly because everyone
knows Truth doesn’t have a chance here of winning the whole
thing. Truth hammers away with right hands and gets a sitout
gordbuster for two. Ziggler comes back with a neckbreaker as
the fans aren’t exactly thrilled by this. Out of nowhere Truth
gets a jumping downward spiral to put eliminate Ziggler after
4:00 (all times other than the final are of the two in the
ring, not overall time).

Morrison is next and will face Truth after the break. They
exchange a bunch of pinfalls to start us off until Morrison
hits a breakdancing legdrop and throws on a chinlock. Miz
keeps bashing everyone and is sounding like a less insulting
version of Mystery Science Theater. They hit the floor and a
double clothesline puts both guys down. Both guys slide back
in at nine and we keep going.

Morrison gets all angry and takes down Truth with some running
offense, including a leg lariat. Truth reverses into a
suplex/Stunner. He picks Morrison up for a suplex but shifts
him to the side and catches him in a Stunner. Cool looking
move. Morrison gets up and hits his kick off the middle rope
but misses Starship Pain. The jumping Downward Spiral sends



Truth to the final two at 4:51.

Cue Cena as it’s him vs. Truth for the shot at Miz. I didn't
see this one coming. We’'re going to start this up after a
break. During the break we’re told Edge will surrender the
title on Friday. This looks more real every second. Back and
we’'re ready to go. Miz comments on the dueling chants and Cena
hits a dropkick to the champ’s shock. Cena hammers away and
hits a new move: a combination powerslam/side slam for two.

Release fisherman’s suplex gets two and Cena goes up top. Top
rope Fameasser gets two and I have a feeling this isn’t going
to be as easy as it seemed. Truth makes the comeback and
“hits” (read as it misses by about 8 inches) his spinning
forearm for two. The downward spiral (that needs a name) can’t
hit and Cena initiates his ending sequence. Cena sets for the
FU but Miz and Riley run in and hit both guys at the same time
for a double DQ I guess. The last pairing ran 5:36 and overall
counting commercials it ran 30:40.

Rating: C+. The grade is for the whole thing rather than any
individual segment. Hard to really grade this as there isn’t
much of a precedent for it and the whole match was choppy.
Luckily this had a lot of time as the matches where people are
eliminated in about a minute are rather annoying as they’re
ridiculous any other time of the year. Not bad, but hard to
grade. Ending was good though.

Miz says there’s no #1 contender and we get an E-Mail. There
are now 2 #1 contenders: Cena and R-Truth, and there will be a
triple threat match at the PPV. 0dd choice but ok then. Cena
and Truth have a weird bromance moment for a bit as they slap
each other on the back rather fiercely and Truth glares at
Cena as he leaves.

Overall Rating: B. Well it can’t be said nothing happened
here. We have a new stable (and yes I know it’'s a joke), a new
#1 contender, a new champion and one of the biggest stars of



all time retired. The wrestling here clearly wasn’t the point
and for a show with this much going on that’s more than
understandable.

Results

Brie Bella b. Eve Torres — Sitout Facebuster

Sin Cara b. Primo — C4 2000

Corre b. Apple — Slater pinned Marella after a reverse DDT
Jerry Lawler b. Jack Swagger — Rollup

Randy Orton vs. John Cena vs. R-Truth vs. Dolph Ziggler vs.
John Morrison went to a double disqualification when Alex
Riley and the Miz interfered

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of the WWE Championship from Amazon for
just $5 at:

On This Day: April 8, 2011 -
Smackdown 2011: Edge’s Last
Show As Champion

Smackdown
Date: April 8, 2011
Location: Times Union Center, Charlotte, North Carolina

Commentators: Michael Cole, Booker T, Josh Matthews

We're kind of in the new year here on Fridays as Edge is still World
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Champion. Tonight we’ll probably start the build to Extreme Rules. Since
we’ve kind of passed go here, it’s rather hard to tell what else is going
to go on. It should be interesting as things usually are on this show.
Let’'s get to it.

The theme song opens us up. I guess the enemy this week is wrestling as
this isn’t a wrestling company anymore. The fact that Vince thinks this
will get them more accepted by the mainstream is absolutely hysterical
and head shaking at the same time.

Cue Alberto minus his car. Is there a reason why he doesn’t have one as
he apparently has like 50 of them? He says that destiny can be delayed as
it was at Wrestlemania. He blames Edge and Christian for delaying his
destiny and destroying his car. It’s not about the money though, but
those cars are like his children. He starts to talk about revenge but is
cut off by Edge.

Edge comes out in a tow truck which is pulling the Rolls Royce. Nice bit
there. He says that if this car is like his child, Del Rio needs to love
it unconditionally. With a little tender loving care it can be fine
again. Edge pulls out some spray paint and writes something that I think
was just scribbles. Del Rio says he almost got him to tap out at Mania
but Edge points out that he didn’t do it. Alberto wants a rematch and

Edge says no because there are people more deserving of title shots.

The driver of the tow truck honks the horn and it’s Christian. Edge says
Christian has beaten Del Rio multiple times so obviously Christian is
ahead of Del Rio in line. Here’s Teddy who makes Del Rio vs. Christian
for the shot at Extreme Rules. The match at the PPV will be a ladder
match.



We’ll get to see Cena and Rock again tonight. By that I mean the same
thing from Raw. They say highlights though which helps a bit.

There’'s a rematch of the 8 man tag from Mania next that Josh says has a
twist tonight that they’ll explain when we come back. Now I'm no genius,
but given that the graphic of the match says “2 out of 3 falls”, I'm
thinking it’s in a cage. I could be wrong though.

Corre vs. Big Show/Kane/Kofi Kingston/Santino Marella

We get a clip from the PPV of Show knocking out Slater and that looked
AWESOME. Kofi’'s tights are lime green tonight. It looked like there was a
small edit during Kofi’s entrance but I could be wrong. The video and
song seemed to jump forward a bit. Gabriel vs. Santino to start us off.
Slater comes in quickly and Corre takes over. Remember that this is 2/3
falls.

Santino reverses a right hand into a throw and it’s off to Kane. Show
beats on him for a bit also and we get the Andre/Snuka splash with Kofi
on top of Slater for two. He sets for Trouble in Paradise but Gabriel and
Barrett make the save as we go to a break. Back with Kane working over
the Intercontinental Champion in the corner. Booker sounds out of breath

for some reason.

Off to Jackson to face Kane. Jackson gets Kane into the corner and Corre
alternates in and out very quickly to hammer away on him. Finally it’s
off to Gabriel who gets a missile dropkick on Kane for two. Kane finally
remembers he’'s fighting a cruiserweight and launches Gabriel to the mat.
Off to Kofi who cleans house and gets the first fall off a top rope cross
body at 5:30 shown of 9:00. Kofi looks shocked that he actually got a



pin.

We take another break and come back with Slater vs. Santino. Booker keeps
going on and on about being ahead on points or something like that.
Santino escapes a sleeper but is taken down by a forearm for two. Santino
speeds things up and loads up the Cobra (I still can’t believe a move
that Jon Lovitz taught him caught on like it did) but gets his head
kicked off by Barrett. Wasteland ties us up at 7:23 shown of 14:23.

Why doesn’t Barrett just cover him again? There was no mention of a rest
period or anything like that. Barrett hammers away and it’s off to Slater
again. Jackson comes in and this should be a slaughter. Clothesline in
the corner gets two as Big Show DIVES to make the save. Off to Gabriel
and we hit the chinlock. Show starts a weak Santino chant.

Gabriel misses a cannonball kind of move and it’'s off to Kane. Big side
slam to Barrett gets two as does the top rope clothesline. Everything
breaks down as Corre takes over. Kane sets for a chokeslam but all of
Corre comes in to take him out for the DQ in the third fall at 11:10
shown of 18:10 (assuming 3:30 for commercials. I watch a preairing from
Australia so it’s hard to say for sure).

Rating: B-. Nice long match here to treat this like a match that deserved
to be on Wrestlemania. I like that they allowed this to play out so that
Corre doesn’t look completely inept. Also, when’s the last time you
remember getting a nearly 20 minute match on free TV after getting a 15
minute one on Raw? This worked rather well and was better than I

expected.

The winners beat up Corre post match, including a triple (Santino helped)



chokeslam to Jackson.

Sin Cara is still coming, even though he’'s already been on Raw.

Cody Rhodes vs. Trent Barreta

I love Cody’s character right now. At the forums I post on someone made a
great point: Cody’s reaction to this is all the more psychological
because everyone can see he looks exactly the same but in his mind he’s
hideous now. That’s very interesting. Cody takes him down quickly and
hammers away. Trent gets a springboard dropkick to get two though so
maybe this won’t be a total squash. Russian leg sweep gets two for Cody.
This is the aggressive Rhodes as he sends Trent into the post shoulder
first and Cross Rhodes ends this at 1:30. Ok so maybe it was a squash.
Too short to rate.

Post match Cody beats on Trent some more until Rey makes the save.

We get the Rock vs. Cena confrontation from Raw again. Eats up almost 15
minutes. I get that it’s a major moment, but you could easily trim it
down by at least half. There’s no real need to use 1/8 of your total show
and about 1/5 of your TV time to just show a segment from the more
watched show. I get that it’s huge, but they do this every week. I'm

curious about Corre if nothing else.

Edge says he hopes Christian wins because he’d love to have a ladder
match with Christian. Christian implies he’'d win in the ladder match and
says Edge can cheer for Alberto if he likes. The camera stays on

Christian after Edge leaves and he looks at the belt which Edge forgot.



Edge comes back and Christian says keep an eye on that, referring to the
belt. No sign of tension or anything here.

Laycool vs. Kelly Kelly/Beth Phoenix

Is Natalya injured or something? I haven’t seen her in months. Apparently
she’s been on Superstars. Ok then. Josh asks Cole why he’s not in his
singlet tonight. Cole almost says he’s not wrestling tonight but cuts
himself off to say entertaining. The level of idiocy of this continues to
astound me. So remember people: this is an entertainment feature, not a
match. So in other words we have girls in small outfits performing
choreographed moves while coming out to hip hop/R&B music while on a
platform above the guests and gyrating around with other women. Sound
familiar to anyone else?

Beth vs. Michelle to start us off with Beth destroying her. Michelle is
knocked into Layla so Layla is yelled at. Backbreaker gets two for Beth.
Layla is tagged in as Laycool argues. After a scary press slam, Kelly is
brought in and does her Tarantula kind of move to Layla. X Factor gets
two. Layla reaches for a tag and McCool falls to the floor like Layla
did, allowing Kelly to roll Layla up for the pin at 2:50. Far more story
advancement than match and that’'s fine.

Laycool argues in the aisle.

We get a clip from Raw of Cole spraying barbecue sauce on Lawler. In the
arena Cole asks who shot JR. HE DID! Cole brings out Swagger who says
training Cole was easy because Cole is smart and talented. Swagger
declares Cole the new Mr. Wrestlemania. They take a victory lap but some
music hits. It’s Sin Cara who does his trampoline jump into the ring and



takes Swagger down using a variety of speed moves including a corkscrew
plancha to the floor.

We get the end of the Miz/Austin clip from Raw which was good.

Layla comes up to Michelle in the back and hands her a paper. They’'re
going to have couples counseling. Michelle says they’re not a couple.
Layla says just show up.

Decent length video recapping the Hall of Fame inductions.

Christian vs. Alberto Del Rio

Lot of time for this one. We take a break before Christian’s entrance
which is a nice perk because it means there will be some more time before
the first break in the match. Edge comes out to be on commentary. Edge
isn’t sure who he prefers to face as Christian is good with the ladders
also. Edge has been in 19 ladder matches. That’s insane.

Christian takes Del Rio down with a headlock to start us off. Both are
sent to the floor at different times with Christian being the last one in
the ring. Big dropkick sends Del Rio crashing onto the floor again. We
take a break and come back with Christian being slammed into the steps.
Del Rio takes over and chokes him on the ropes back in the ring.

Time to start on the arm now as is Del Rio’s custom. Christian fires off
a bit right hand and goes up which gets him nowhere. Well he went up but



it didn’t advance him in the match anywhere. Maybe I should just move on.
Superplex puts both guys down and Christian plays possum to get a cradle
for two. Edge is ripping into Cole here and it’'s rather funny stuff.

Back to the floor again with both guys via a Cactus Clothesline from
Christian. Better than up their noses with a rubber hose I guess.
Christian fights back and gets an elbow off the middle rope for two. Top
rope cross body gets two. Ricky Steamboat he is not. Killswitch 1is
reversed into an attempt at the armbreaker but that is broken up also.
Del Rio sends him into the corner and grabs the armbreaker but Christian
gets a rope. Christian sets for something but Brodus stops him. Edge
spears Brodus but the distraction allows Del Rio to hit the enziguri off
the top for the pin at 10:30 shown of 14:00.

Rating: C+. Surprisingly enough this wasn’t very good. It’s not bad but I
couldn’t get into this one at all. They were trying but at the same time
nothing ever really got going. Del Rio winning is probably the best
choice as Edge vs. Christian is a potentially big match that needs to be
on a big stage. That being said I think we can pencil it in for Over the

Limit. Not bad, but I wasn’t huge on this one.

Overall Rating: B. Good show this week as it was very wrestling heavy and
we had multiple storylines advanced at the same time. Things seem to be
staying the same after Mania but that’s ok I guess as it tends to be the
custom after Mania. Good show here but then again that’s par for the
course here. They’ve gotten very good at the use of squashes to advance
stories which is incredibly hard to do in today’s product. Solid show
overall here though.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of the WWE Championship from Amazon at:



On This Day: April 7, 2011 -
Superstars 2011: Back When
Rock vs. Cena Was Fresh

Now that Wrestlemania is actually over, people might actually
read these again.

Superstars
Date: April 7, 2011

Location: Phillips Arena, Atlanta, Georgia, Time Warner Cable Arena,
Charlotte, North Carolina
Commentators: Scott Stanford, Josh Matthews, Jack Korpela, Matt Striker

It’s the first show after Wrestlamania so I think you know what the main
topic is going to be from the commentators. Rock cost Cena the title,
meaning Miz is still WWE Champion. Not that any of them is going to
appear here or anything of course. As usual this is going to be a low of
lower card guys having longer matches than they would otherwise. Let’s
get to it.

Drew McIntyre vs. JTG

JTG takes him into the corner to start so Drew SMACKS him in the jaw.
They trade more right hands with JTG taking over for a bit. Drew drapes
him ribs first over the top rope and things slow down a bit. Drew cranks
things up with an armbar but JTG fights up and hits a big boot for no
cover. A crucifix gets two and there’s a DDT for the same on McIntyre.
Drew comes back with a big boot of his own and the Future Shock DDT gets
the pin.


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/04/09/on-this-day-april-7-2011-superstars-2011-back-when-rock-vs-cena-was-fresh/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/04/09/on-this-day-april-7-2011-superstars-2011-back-when-rock-vs-cena-was-fresh/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/04/09/on-this-day-april-7-2011-superstars-2011-back-when-rock-vs-cena-was-fresh/

Rating: D+. JTG tried but at the end of the day, the guy just isn’t that
good. Drew continues to bore everyone in sight which has a lot to do with
why his pushed stopped cold. Well that and his wife Tiffany beating him
up but you get the idea. Nothing to see here as it was just a quick match
to open the show with probably the biggest name we’ll see here tonight in
McIntyre.

Recap of the Hall of Fame induction ceremonies. Shawn was the headliner.

Yoshi Tatsu vs. Tyson Kidd

Kidd is a heel here and takes Tatsu down with a test of strength grip
before cranking on the left arm a bit. Yoshi gets back up and flips out
of Tyson’s grip before firing off some kicks to the torso and a few
armdrags into an armbar. Back up and Tyson pounds away on Tatsu, only to
be dropkicked out to the floor as we take a break. Back with Kidd holding
a cravate but getting caught in a crucifix for two.

A hard kick to Tatsu's face gets two for Tyson and it’s back to the
cravate. Back up and Yoshi fires off a spinwheel kick but both guys are
down. Yoshi hits some more hard kicks for two but as he goes up top for a
big old kick, Kidd pops up and takes him down with a hurricanrana for
two. Yoshi avoids a springboard dive and a high kick to Kidd’s head gets
the pin.

Rating: C. I wasn’'t a big fan of all the kicks from both guys but that’s
what you get from smaller guys in modern WWE. The match wasn’t bad for
Superstars but it would take awhile before Kidd hit his stride. Yoshi was

a guy who used to show so much potential and then it just stopped dead.

We see Cena challenging Rock to a match at Wrestlemania 28, a year in
advance. The match worked to put it mildly. For no apparent reason, the
Corre ran out to interrupt the ending. This never went anywhere at all

but we do get about three minutes of Rock and Cena beating up Slater.



Santino Marella vs. Ted DiBiase

They fight for control on the mat until Santino offers a handshake.
DiBiase cranks on a hammerlock for a bit before punching Santino in the
face and make it a brawl as we take a break. Back with DiBiase holding a
chinlock followed by a dropkick. The following clothesline gets two and
Marella’s sunset flip is broken up with a right hand to the head. Back to
el chinlock followed by some pounding away in the corner, only to have
Santino avoid a charge. Things speed up but Santino’s headbutt hits
knees. Dream Street (DiBiase’s finisher) is broken up and the Cobra gets
the pin for Santino.

Rating: D. Erg DiBiase was boring here. He did nothing but basic punches
and chinlock which isn’t enough to hold my interest for a five minute
match. The whole being the son of the Million Dollar Man didn’t do him
any favors either. This was just a quick match for the sake of saying

there was a main event on this show.

Overall Rating: D+. I remember why I don’t watch this show all that
often. When it’s good it can be very good for a fan who doesn’t want most
of the stories, but on the other hand there are times where this show is
very boring, much like it was here. Nothing on here was any good and it’s
difficult to remember what the matches even were already. It would get
better though.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of the WWE Championship from Amazon at:




Wrestlemania Count-Up -
Wrestlemania XXVII: Rocky
Can’t Save This One

Wrestlemania XXVII

Date: April 3, 2011

Location: Georgia Dome, Atlanta, Georgia
Attendance: 71,617

Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Josh Matthews

This is the Rock’s show as he’s back to be guest host. Really that’s all
you need to know here because it’s all that matters. We’'ve also got Cena
vs. Miz for the Raw Title, which is basically a backdrop for the obvious
Rock and Cena interaction. For the blue guys we’ve got Del Rio
challenging Edge for the title and Undertaker’s opponent is Shawn’s
heterosexual life partner HHH. Oh and there’s no MITB this year thank
goodness. Let’s get to it.

Keri Hilson sings America the Beautiful. I'm not sure who she is but I
like her voice far better than Fantasia’'s from last year.

The opening video sounds like the opening to a late night talk show, but
it leads to ROCKY, which makes it all better. He does the long walk down
the long ramp to get to the ring and the place goes nuts for him. Rock
starts off with the FINALLY line after walking around the ring for a bit.
He asks if we can feel, taste and smell the electricity. We get a pretty
lame “I say Wrestle, you say Mania” bit with the crowd and Rock has
goosebumps.

As for the wrestlers here tonight, there’s one in particular sitting in
the back trying to decide which Fruity Pebbles shirt to wear to the ring
tonight. We get the required Fruity Pebbles chant as Rock keeps stalling.
Before continuing, Rock has to have some of the People’s Water (his words
not mine). Now when he says Yabba, the people say Dabba. If it’s not
clear by now, he has no idea what to say here for the most part.
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Rock lists off all of his own nicknames to say he’s hosting while rhyming
a bit (“Always defiant and standing taller than Andre the Giant”) before
saying that IF YA SMELL belongs to the people. Everyone says it with him
and that’s finally that. This was six minutes long and had about enough
material to fill in a third of that.

We get the usual Wrestlemania through history video to show how important

it's been over the last 27 years.

Cole, a heel here, says this is the fabric of Americana. That's a bit of
a stretch I'd think.

Smackdown World Title: Alberto Del Rio vs. Edge

Del Rio is challenging and comes out in a Rolls Royce. The video screen
is made to look like a driveway for Del Rio to be driving from in a cool
sight. Also at ringside is Del Rio’s bodyguard Brodus Clay. Does anyone
even remember that association? Christian is of course here to second
Edge. Alberto sends him into the corner to start but Edge comes back with
some hard slaps. A backdrop puts Alberto down and a second one puts him
on the floor.

Back in and Del Rio grabs an armbar to take over, only to be armdragged
down. Alberto goes right back to the arm as Brodus talks trash. Back to
the armbar but Del Rio misses a charge and falls out to the floor. Edge
dives off the top to take Del Rio down again and we head back inside. The
champion heads to the top but Alberto pulls him down with a top rope
armdrag for two. Edge comes back with a big boot to get himself a
breather but he can’t follow up.

A running forearm puts Del Rio down again and a flapjack gets two.
Alberto grabs a Codebreaker to the arm but the cross armbreaker is
countered into an Edge-0-Matic for two. Del Rio rolls through a rollup
and grabs the armbreaker but Edge gets his feet on the ropes to quickly
escape. Edge snaps Alberto’s neck on the top rope but as he goes up top,
Del Rio hits the enziguri in the corner for two.

Brodus and Christian get in a fight on the floor but Del Rio kicks
Christian down. There’s the Edgecution to set up the spear but it hits



post instead. The armbreaker goes on but Edge keeps his hands
together...for a minute before Alberto gets the hold on full. Edge gets on
top of Alberto to break it up and there’s the Edgecator (modified
Sharpshooter) but Del Rio rolls away. Not that it matters as Edge pops up
and hits the spear to retain.

Rating: C+. For a world title match at Wrestlemania, this was a
disappointment. For Edge’s last match because his neck was REALLY messed
up, this was pretty decent stuff. Edge would retire a few days later and
vacate the title, which says to me that he should have put Del Rio over
here. At the end of the day it makes Alberto look weak to lose to a guy
that banged up but it did give Edge a good moment to go out on. Nothing
great though.

Post match Edge beats up Del Rio’s car and Alberto...lets him. Christian
provides a pipe and the real beating of the car begins. This had to
happen sooner or later. Cole brings up a good point: “Someone should
arrest them.” True actually, but then again Orton didn’t get arrested for

trying to blow up John Cena, so this is minor by comparison.
Tough Enough is coming. That show was awesome.
Cole taunts Lawler a bit before their match later.

Cody Rhodes vs. Rey Mysterio

Cody used to be Dashing but then Rey hit him with the 619 and the knee
brace hit Cody in the face, scarring him and requiring facial surgery.
Cody basically became Dr. Doom but in reality his face was fine. However
he wanted Rey’s mask for retribution. This was an AWESOME character but
of course WWE would wind up wasting the entire thing and make Cody a
jobber because they got bored with him after a few months. Still though,

this part was awesome.

Oh yeah the match. Rey comes out as Captain America this year which is an
awesome looking costume for him. Rey is almost immediately sent to the
apron but comes in off the top with a dropkick to take over. A forearm to
Rey’s face takes over and Cody goes after the knee brace which caused the
initial injury. Rey kicks his way out of the corner but Cody headbutts



him in the face to take over again because of the hard mask.

The Disaster Kick to the head puts Rey down again and it’s off to a
chinlock. Cody charges into a boot in the corner but comes right back
with the Alabama Slam for two. Back to the knee brace for a second before
Cody hits a running knee to the back of Rey’s head to keep him down.
Mysterio is sent to the apron again and goes up top, only to be sent down
in a delayed superplex. Cody stomps away and talks about how Rey hurt his
face.

Rey escapes Cross Rhodes and sends Cody out to the floor for a baseball
slide to the face. A headscissors sends Cody into the apron and we head
back inside to speed things up. Rey hooks a quick quick rollup for two
and fires off a kick to the face. Cody charges into a kick to the ribs
but comes back with a release German suplex for two. A springboard
headscissors puts Cody down but the 619 is caught in mid kick. Cody
slingshots Rey’s throat into the middle rope for two more and now the

knee brace is removed.

Rey comes right back with a moonsault press for two of his own and Cody
loses his mask. The 619 hits and a hard kick to Cody’s head gets two
more. Now Mysterio puts Cody’s mask on and hits a few headbutts with it
before hitting a top rope headbutt to the chest for two. Cody rolls to
the floor and sneaks in a shot to the face with the knee brace, followed
up by Cross Rhodes for the upset pin.

Rating: B-. Good match here and pretty easily Cody’'s biggest win ever to
this point. Cody needed this win a lot more than Mysterio and it made him
even more awesome than he already was before this match. Mysterio had
nothing to gain here and it was a pleasant sight to see the hotter star
go over like that.

We go to the back for our comedy segment of the night. Teddy is in the
back with Snoop Dog for a talent search. First up we have William Regal
dropping some rhymes on us. Snoop says it’s not gangster enough for him.
Here are Khali and Beth Phoenix to sing Summer Loving from Grease. It
would have been better as Natalya but still not bad. Finally we have
Ryder singing Friday (now THERE’'S a dated joke), only to be blasted with



a chair by Piper. Snoop is...pleased? Masters does his pec dance to We
Will Rock You with Yoshi Tatsu providing vocals. Horny raps and we have a
winner. The Bellas come in to dance too.

Corre vs. Big Show/Kane/Kofi Kingston/Santino Marella

Corre is the sequel to Nexus and is made up of
Barrett/Slater/Gabriel/Jackson. Barrett is IC Champion and Slater/Gabriel
are tag champions. Santino and Slater start things off but after a quick
hiptoss from Marella here’s Big Show. Matthews: “He’s certainly not
unorthodox.” Yeah actually he is, given how big he is. Everything breaks
down and Kofi kicks Barrett’s head off. In all the calamity, Santino
Cobras Slater into the WMD for the pin in just over 90 seconds. This
would be the replacement for MITB for the Mania payday.

Rock kind of hits on Eve Torres in the back. But enough of that as Rock
says he can make magic with anyone that comes around the corner. I called
this one before it happened live: Mae Young pops up and says she wants
the People’s Strudel. Rock suggests the Moses variety instead and makes
various other old people jokes. Mae smack’s Rock’s pants and leaves so
Rock can say he wishes that was ANYONE else.

He turns around and locks eyes with Steve Austin. They look at each other
and say it’'s good to see each other with Rock asking if Austin remembers.
Austin says he does and they shake hands. This wasn’t a funny moment but

one of those where you could actually feel the intensity. Also to brag a

bit, I called both of those appearances before they happened live.

We recap Randy Orton vs. CM Punk. Back in 2008, Orton cost Punk the title
for no apparent reason by keeping him out of the Championship Scramble at
Unforgiven. Two and a half years later, Punk jumped Orton and said he was
doing this as revenge for Orton costing him that shot. Punk had since
taken over the Nexus and sent them after Orton, who took them out one by
one in a few weeks (Note that Cena spent six months fighting them and
took out one guy while Orton took out about five in as many weeks).

Tonight is the showdown.

Randy Orton vs. CM Punk




The cylinder from last year is now a cube which still has the videos
playing on them. Orton immediately takes it to the floor and pounds away,
but Punk jumps over the steps and kicks them into Orton’s knees. Back in
and Orton stays on the knees for a quick two count. Punk of course mocks
the knee injury before stomping at the legs even more. Randy grabs a
quick backbreaker but Punk comes back with a kind of Stunner to the leg
for two.

Punk hits the running knee in the corner but Orton falls down before he
can hit the bulldog. The straightedge one stays on the knee and puts
Orton in the Tree of Woe. In a cool bit, Orton tries to pull himself up
but Punk drops a top rope knee to take Randy right back down. The GTS is
countered but Punk breaks up the RKO with a high kick for two. Punk loads
up the Macho Elbow but Orton crotches him down instead. A superplex puts

Punk down but the cover is very delayed and only gets two.

Punk wraps the knee around the post a few times and Orton is in big
trouble. Off to a modified Indian deathlock for a bit but Orton fights
back and slugs Punk down to take over. Punk comes back with a basic kick
to the knee and there’s the Anaconda Vice. Orton rolls over and the fans
never once seemed nervous about a tap out. CM heads out to the apron and
is rammed into the post, followed by the Elevated DDT. Orton loads up the
Punt but the knee gives out. Punk heads to the outside and loads up the
springboard clothesline but dives right into the RKO for the pin by
Randy.

Rating: B. Good solid match here which should have been the end of the
feud, but since this is WWE, there was a gimmick rematch the next month
because that’s how WWE books feuds. You know, because WRESTLEMANIA isn’t
good enough to end a story at. Anyway, very good match here between two
guys with solid chemistry together.

The Rock and Gene Okerlund are in the back and they meet John Cena’s #1
fan: Pee Wee Herman. He’s not my kind of comedy but Rock recruits him to
Team Bring It. Gene calls Herman a tool.

BUY THE WRESTLEMANIA DVD!

Hall of Fame time. The class of 2011: Abdullah the Butcher, Sunny, Road



Warriors, Drew Carey, Bob Armstrong, Jim Duggan (with bowtie on the 2x4)
and....that Shawn Michaels gquy.

Here’'s a Wrestlemania Recall from...Monday night? It’s Lawler and Swagger,
Cole’s trainer for his match tonight, brawling.

We don’t bother recapping Cole vs. Lawler, but basically Cole has been

heel since November and even cost Jerry the WWE Title a few months ago.
After months and months, tonight is Lawler’s revenge. Swagger has been

training Cole and Austin is guest referee. Booker and JR come out to do
commentary with Josh.

Cole comes out in a Syracuse hoodie and headgear to match. He makes fun
of JR for being fat and Lawler for having a big ego. This is going to be
Lawler’s first Wrestlemania match.

Jerry Lawler vs. Michael Cole

Austin rides out on his ATV and sends Cole into his plastic cube. Cole
warms up in his cube as Lawler and Austin wait in the ring. Austin rings
the bell and Lawler goes right for Michael. He has to punch Swagger out
first and sends him into the barricade for good measure. Cole begs for
mercy and reaches his hand through the hole in the cube for a handshake,
only to be pulled face first into the wall. Lawler climbs in and pounds
away before bringing Cole out into the open.

Swagger interferes again and Cole gets a breather before actually hitting
a baseball slide. Jack puts on the ankle lock as Cole is in control here.
Back in and Michael works on the ankle some more as he’s actually
maintaining control. Cole loads up a Vader Bomb but can only do it off
the bottom rope for two. It’s remarkable that a former world champion is
in this much trouble after a few shots by an announcer isn’t it?

Cole starts going after the ankle again as we’re somehow EIGHT MINUTES
into this. The crowd chants boring and they’re absolutely right. Cole
takes down a strap and puts on the An-Cole (yes that’'s what it’s called)
Lock but Lawler easily breaks it. After nine minutes plus, Jerry FINALLY
comes back and starts pounding away. Swagger throws in a towel but Austin
wipes his head with it and throws it back. Jack gets in the ring and is



Stunned for his efforts.

Now Cole gets in Austin’s face but walks into a right hand from Jerry as
the real beating begins. There’s a dropkick for good measure to put Cole
down and it’'s time for the middle rope punch, complete with a point to
the sign and the peeling down of the strap. Jerry covers him but pulls it
up at two. Lawler puts on the ankle lock and Cole immediately tabs.
Austin asks if he gives up veeeeeeeeeery slowly. Cole: “YES YES I GIVE UP
I GIVE UP!” Austin: “ARE YOU SURE!” The bell finally rings and we're
done.

Rating: D-. Oh this was terrible. This ran THIRTEEN AND A HALF MINUTES
with Lawler getting beaten up for nearly ten of that. This should have
been five minutes long with Lawler not even breaking a sweat. I can live
with the lack of a piledriver for company rules, but the fist should have
ended it rather than the ankle lock. At least it couldn’t get worse
though.

Swagger carries Cole out and it’s time to drink. Booker comes in for no
apparent reason and Lawler (a notorious non-drinker) has a chance to drop
his beers. We get a Spinarooni and Booker gets a Stunner for stealing the

spotlight.
And then it happens.

We get an e-mail from the Anonymous Raw GM, saying that since Austin got
physical, the decision is reversed and Cole wins by DQ. If there has EVER
been a dumber idea in wrestling history, I have no idea what it is.
Lawler would get the win TWO MONTHS LATER and the GM would eventually be
revealed to be Hornswoggle of all people. This is just so stupid. Austin
gives Josh, the messenger, the Stunner for good measure. Also to keep the
people from booing this out of the building anymore than they already

are.
We get a video on Wrestlemania week.

We recap HHH Undertaker. In short, Shawn couldn’t do it the last two
years, so now it’s HHH’s turn to try. Both guys talked about how big this
was and how awesome they were and it’s no holds barred for no real



apparent reason.

HHH vs. Undertaker

HHH comes out with a phalanx of soldiers, in battle gear and to a LONG
version of For Whom the Bell Tolls by Metallica. Does it make up for the
Thor entrance? No, but it’s pretty awesome. Taker comes out to Ain’t No
Grave Can Hold My Body Down (or whatever its name is) by Johnny Cash. HHH
pounds him into the corner to start but gets launched over the top rope
for his efforts. The Game fires off more right hands but gets sent into

the steps to break the momentum again.

HHH comes back by spearing him into the Cole Mine (JR and King are doing
commentary now) but Taker sits up with ease. Back in and Taker hits the
jumping clothesline but 0ld School is countered. A clothesline puts Taker
onto the floor and HHH whips him into the barricade for good measure. HHH
loads up the announce table but the Pedigree attempt is countered by a
backdrop to the floor.

Taker goes back inside and busts out the Taker Dive for good measure.
Thankfully this time he had HHH there to catch him. The steps are placed
in front of the other table and Taker charges at HHH, only to be caught
in the spinebuster through the table to put both guys down again. Back in
and HHH walks into a chokeslam for a close two. HHH drives Taker into the
corner and starts pounding away, only to get caught in the Last Ride ala
Wrestlemania 17. He escapes this time though, only to have his Pedigree
attempt countered. Snake Eyes connects but the big boot is countered into
another spinebuster.

HHH brings in a chair but gets kicked in the face to give Taker the
chair. The Game absorbs a shot to the back and grabs a quick Pedigree for
two. Triple H pounds away in the corner again and now the Last Ride
connects for two. The Tombstone also hits for two and Taker is getting
frustrated. As he picks up HHH, the Game comes back with a DDT onto the
chair for no cover. Both guys slowly fight to their feet and there’s

another Pedigree and a VERY slow count for two.

A third Pedigree hits and the crowd is barely popping anymore on these

kickouts as we’re reaching the point of ridiculousness. HHH blasts him in



the back with the chair eight times but he’s too gassed to follow up. A
ninth cracks Undertaker in the head and the Dead Man is in trouble. There
are about 45 seconds of nothing in between these shots by the way. Taker
can't sit up so HHH yells at him to stay down. A chokeslam attempt is
easily shrugged off but Taker gets to his feet in the corner.

HHH tombstones Undertaker but even with the tongue out it only gets two.
Again, if your name isn’t Kane, THAT DOESN’'T WORK. HHH goes to the floor
and gets the sledgehammer but walks into the Hell’s Gate. He drops the
hammer but the hold is locked on tight. HHH starts to pass out but gets
the hammer again. Then he drops it again and HHH taps out to make
Undertaker 19-0.

Rating: B. I'm pretty sure that’s what I gave it live and it barely holds
up to that level now. At the end of the day, this was treated like a
match where Taker was beaten down so much that he couldn’t possibly come
back. The problem with the match is exactly that: it only felt like a
match designed to be as one sided as possible for him to make the
comeback. Think of it like the Aristocrats joke: take it as far as you
can go and then get to the surprise ending. As mentioned, the fans didn’t
even react to the near falls by the end. It also didn’'t feel natural at
all, much like the two Shawn matches. Good, but definitely not great.

Taker is carted out, which was the inspiration for the rematch, as HHH
made it sound like he won the match.

Wrestlemania next year is in Miami.

John Morrison/Snooki/Trish Stratus vs. Laycool/Dolph Zigqgler

Barely any story here as it’s just there to give us Snooki, which is
supposed to mean something. Vickie is with Laycool here because she’s
already screwing Dolph at this point. Trish is STUNNING as a brunette
here too. Laycool attacks to start and the guys get involved as well.
Michelle shoves Layla to start so Trish comes in and beats Michelle up.
The Matrish is broken up with a stomp but Trish escapes the Faithbreaker
(Styles Clash) with a facebuster.

Michelle and Stratus slug it out on the top before falling to the floor



at the same time. Layla tries to interfere and gets decked as well, only
to have Trish dive off the apron and take both of them out. The Chick
Kick gets two on Michelle as the guys come in sans tags. Starship Pain to
the floor takes Ziggy out and there’s the tag to Snooki for a handspring
elbow to Michelle. That and a splash are good for the pin.

Rating: D+. Trish and Laycool looked hot, Snooki did her two moves
decently enough, the guys did almost nothing at all and Vickie was kept
to a minimum in the less than three and a half minutes this ran. For a
match that short with Trish looking that good, how much can you really
complain here? Laycool would be split in a month with Michelle leaving
the company.

The new attendance record is 71,617. Woot.

Do you need a recap of Cena vs. Miz? Miz is champion and it’s Cena at
Wrestlemania.

Anyway we do get a video of Miz's rise from MTV to Wrestlemania main
event, cut in with great Wrestlemania moments. I’'ll give them this: Miz’s
rise from total joke to what he became is nothing short of remarkable.
How Cena got the shot isn’t even mentioned here. I think he won the
Chamber match.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. The Miz

Miz, complete with the SWEET coat, comes out through a set of balloons
spelling out the word AWESOME. Oh and Alex Riley is here too. Cena has a
full on gospel choir to sing him to the ring. That’s rather awesome. We
get a prayer set to a Cena career video. If nothing else, this lets us
see a gospel choir singing “Your time is up, my time is now.” It gets
booed out of the building, but it does exist.

Feeling out process to start with Miz being taken down by a headlock. Miz
grabs a headlock of his own but gets thrown down yet again. A test of
strength is teased but Cena grabs another headlock instead. Not much to
see yet. Miz fights into the corner and stomps away before hitting the
corner clothesline for two. Matt Hardy’'s Side Effect gets two more as

we're firmly in first gear here. Another corner clothesline misses and



Cena comes back with a regular clothesline for two.

A big boot to the head gets two for Miz as the crowd continues to be dead
silent for this. Cena misses a...cross body I think and falls to the
apron. A Million Dollar Kneelift gets two for the champion but the Skull
Crushing Finale is reversed and Cena fires off the shoulder blocks. The
finishing sequence continues but Miz escapes the AA into a low DDT for
two. Miz escapes the STF and hits the Reality Check for two more. The
champion removes a buckle pad and as the referee puts it back on, Cena
gets an unseen small package for two.

Another AA attempt is blocked with Miz grabbing the top rope. Instead
it's the STF but Miz quickly gets to the rope. Riley gets on the apron
and the distraction is enough to send Cena into the buckle (apparently
the referee is a bad repairman) and the Skull Crushing Finale gets two.
Another Finale is reversed and the referee is bumped. The AA (ZERO pop)
hits but there’'s no one to count. Riley comes in with a briefcase shot to

the head which gets another two on Cena.

Alex tries to come in again but Miz’s case shot takes him out by mistake.
A BIG release AA hits again but Miz kicks out at two. They head outside
and Cena clotheslines Miz over the barricade into the timekeeper’s area.
Miz tries to get up and Cena spears him down, sending Miz’'s head HARD
into the concrete. I've heard Miz say that gave him a concussion and as a
result he doesn’t remember a thing about this match. It looked TERRIBLE
too, and it actually ends the match, as in the MAIN EVENT OF
WRESTLEMANIA, in a double countout.

Rating: D-. The second half of this match got WAY better than the first,
but the problem is it's a fifteen minute match and the first seven or so
are ridiculously boring. On top of that, did I mention it was a DOUBLE
COUNTOUT IN THE MAIN EVENT OF WRESTLEMANIA??? The only good thing here
was Miz kicking out of the AA in the middle of the ring. That’s how you
make a guy look good. The rest of the match however is how you make
someone look HORRIBLE, much like the match. Terrible stuff here as Miz
wasn’'t ready for this, which is what almost everyone thought would
happen.



Oh wait here’s Rock, who apparently has match making powers as host (why
he didn’t change the Lawler/Cole match earlier is anyone’s guess). After
ignoring another e-mail, he restarts this under No DQ rules. The bell
rings, Cena can’t hit the AA, Rock hits the Rock Bottom on Cena, Miz

retains.

Post match Rock beats up Miz to a very limited reaction and it’'s the

People’s Elbow to end the show.

Overall Rating: D. Back in 2011 when I first watched this, I said out
loud “What did I just watch?” That's the same thing I'm wondering now,
because this was terrible. Taker vs. HHH and Orton vs. Punk are both
solid matches, but other than that this might as well have been Over the
Limit instead of Wrestlemania. Basically this was there to set up the
next edition of the show, which is pretty much a big screw you to the
fans. Nothing to see here other than MAYBE HHH vs. Undertaker, but other
than that there’s nothing of quality going on. One interesting note

though: this is the only Mania ever with no title changes.

Ratings Comparison

Edge vs. Alberto Del Rio

Original: C+

Redo: C+

Cody Rhodes vs. Rey Mysterio

Original: B

Redo: B-

Corre vs. Kane/Santino Marella/Kofi Kingston/Big Show
Original: N/A

Redo: N/A

CM Punk vs. Randy Orton



Original: B-

Redo: B

Michael Cole vs. Jerry Lawler

Original: C

Redo: D-

Undertaker vs. HHH

Original: B

Redo: B

Snooki/Trish Stratus/John Morrison vs. Dolph Ziggler/Laycool
Original: N/A

Redo: D+

Miz vs. John Cena

Original: C-

Redo: D-

Overall Rating

Original: C-

Redo: D

Oh man was I too nice to this show back in the day.
Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/04/03/wrestlemania-27-not-sure-on-this
-one/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of the WWE Championship from Amazon at:


http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/04/03/wrestlemania-27-not-sure-on-this-one/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/04/03/wrestlemania-27-not-sure-on-this-one/

On This Day: March 13, 2011 -
Victory Road 2011l: The Jeff
Hardy Disaster

Victory Road 2011

Date: March 13, 2011

Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

Well this is TNA’s offering for the month. It’s another show
with the majority of it added on at the very end with no real
build to it. Yes there are stories for the matches, but that
doesn’t mean there’s justification for asking something like
40 dollars for a show. The main event is the rematch of Sting
vs. Jeff Hardy and the third #1 contender situation for
Anderson. Let's get to this as it’s one of the least
interesting shows I can remember in forever.

The opening video is the Sting mask being crawled on by a
scorpion. Wow they’'re banking a lot on this push.

Bully Ray vs. Tommy Dreamer

Pre match Ray runs his mouth about how awesome Hogan and
Bischoff are for letting him have a run. Dreamer comes out and
Ray talks about how he’'s run Dreamer into the ground over the
years and mentions breaking his wife’s neck. This is now
hardcore. They brawl to start us off and Dreamer sends him to
the floor as we imply Ray going to Immortal. Well if they want
to drive it off a cliff why not?


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/03/13/on-this-day-march-13-2011-victory-road-2011-the-jeff-hardy-disaster/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/03/13/on-this-day-march-13-2011-victory-road-2011-the-jeff-hardy-disaster/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/03/13/on-this-day-march-13-2011-victory-road-2011-the-jeff-hardy-disaster/

A fan holds a up a chair and Dreamer rams Bubba into it.
There’s some water spit into Bubba’s head. This is opening a
PPV in 2011. Dreamer grabs some big yellow stuffed animal
(apparently from Despicable Me) to drill Ray with. Into the
crowd now as my head is already hurting from this. Granted
that might be due to Florida getting a 2 seed in the NCAA
tournament but who knows.

They go into the balcony with the traditional carry the guy
around style. Dreamer hits him in the head with something that
looked like it was made of metal to continue his dominance so
far. Back to ringside with Bubba getting in a big shot with
some other unidentifiable weapon. Crowd is hating on Ray
pretty well. He's played the character well, but why in the
world is it Bubba Ray Dudley getting this push?

Ray goes after Dreamer’s hand which only works to an extent.
Dreamer throws some garbage cans with weapons into the ring.
Good thing he had those just in case this was made hardcore I
guess. They have a road block thing that has a name that I
can’'t think of in there. It’s the orange/white fence thing
that is moved up when you drive through it. And there’s an
inflatable doll in there which Bubba lands in a 69 position
with.

Splash on the doll onto Bubba gets two. Ray gets a trashcan
lid shot to the head of Dreamer as Dreamer goes up top.
Superplex gets no cover. Bubba Bomb is blocked into a DDT for
two. Dreamer brings in a table (moving it off the love doll)
which is set up in the ring like a small ramp. The fans want
D-Von as Ray gets a spinning Rock Bottom for two. He sets the
table for Dreamer and calls out at D-Von. The kids of D-Von
come out as does D-Von and Ray takes a 3D through the table to
end it.

Rating: D+. There was a blowup doll in this as well as a
Despicable Me doll. I get that it's a comedy match, but dude
it’s Tommy Dreamer vs. Bubba Ray Dudley opening a PPV in a



semi-comedy match in the year 2011. Just get to the table
match that is coming for Bubba vs. D-Von so they can move into
midcard purgatory.

Winter and the Beautiful People insist they’re cool. Winter
says the issues have been Velvet’s fault. This gets a WTF look
from Velvet.

Knockout Tag Titles: Rosita/Sarita vs. Winter/Angelina Love

The Mexican chicks say basic Spanish stuff. Winter 1is
blindfolded or something and there’s no Velvet, making me
think the titles are changing here. Rosita and Angelina start
us off but it’s off to Winter quickly as the champions are
dominating. Bridging Northern Lights gets two. Angelina back
in now as the fans chant USA for two Mexican chicks, Angelina
(Canadian) and the British chick Winter.

Sarita is in now and has about as much luck as Rosita had.
There’s some heel cheating and Rosita misses a front flip
legdrop that was aimed at Angelina’s ankles. More fast tags by
the champions as they regain control quickly. Everything
breaks down slightly and Sarita grabs a belt. She drops it and
Rosita gets ahold of it but Velvet runs in to steal it. Winter
rolls her up but no referee. Rosita reverses it and wins the
titles with a pin.

Rating: D. Well this was predictable. I don’'t think this
lasted very long but I don’t time PPV matches so it’'s not like
it matters. Granted these titles have been worthless since
they debuted. Velvet has to explain herself. Wouldn’t Winter
know that she was never hit by a belt and that would be enough
validation? Whatever.

We're going to have the Jarretts on vacation tonight. They’'re
at Universal Studios and Karen 1is bored out of her mind with
the rollercoasters. The kids are with them and Karen hates the



kid stuff.

Morgan talks about (Shawn) Hernandez and how the Mexican
company dropped him. Morgan says that after this he’s going
after the world title. The recap for the match is just that
Hernandez came back and played the race card, setting this up.
He's in Immortal also.

Hernandez vs. Matt Morgan

This is first blood. Hernandez came out to the LAX theme which
is a rarity. They head to the floor almost immediately as
Morgan rushes the ring. Hernandez gets a sharp wooden stick
and tries to jab it into Morgan’s face ala Magnum TA vs. Tully
Blanchard. I apologize for comparing this to a classic like
that. Hernandez ribs as the face as the fans want blood.
Morgan fights back by a side slam.

Hernandez hits a Pounce as we hear about how awesome he was 1in
AAA. He was so awesome he wasn’'t at their biggest show of the
year last year. Hernandez hammers away until Morgan gets a
discus lariat. This 1is rather boring if you didn’t get that.
Fall away slam continues Morgan’s lack of head shots. He grabs
the stick from earlier but gets kicked in the gut to drop it.

A fan runs in and Hernandez pulls out a chain. Morgan kicks it
out of his hand and drills Hernandez with it. The referee is
down and Hernandez is busted open. Hernandez comes out of the
corner and sprays Morgan with something that looks like fake
blood or something like that. The other referee comes out of
the back (I guess not watching on a monitor or something) and
gives it to Hernandez.

Rating: F+. Well the ending was original as I don’t think I’'ve
ever seen that done. However, this is more or less every other
first blood match with the heel bleeding and getting the win
anyway in a screwy finish. This was nothing at all of note,



but granted you can say that about the first 45 minutes
entirely here of Impact on Sunday.

It’s Max Buck’s birthday and he works as a team with his
brother. Shenanigans are implied.

Kazarian interviews JB in a weird moment. He busts out a
Charlie Sheen reference, making me want to end Kazarian.

Robbie E yells at someone that we can’t see. Cookie 1is
panicking about Ultimate X and Robbie says he’s fine. This was
idiotic if you didn’t get that.

Video on Ultimate X. It’s so awesome that it got thrown on at
the last minute.

X-Division Title: Kazarian vs. Max Buck vs. Jeremy Buck vs.
Robbie E

The idea here is the title is hung over the ring on cables
that cross to form an X. You have to climb across to grab the
title and can’t use a ladder. It’'s supposed to be all about

Maz remember. This is the 24" Ultimate X match in history
apparently and Kaz's fifth. This is kind of a weird triple
that with Gen Me vs. Robbie vs. Kaz. The team beats up both
guys to start us off.

Kaz fights them off for a bit and manages a springboard up to
the X in a cool spot. That gets him nowhere as Robbie comes in
and stomps away. Max goes up but it’s Robbie stopping him.
Cookie is hot but the voice 1is annoying. Gen Me gets everyone
down and goes for the belt until Robbie stops them again. Kaz
is back in now and faces off with Jersey Boy.

Robbie escapes the Fade to Black (that reverse Piledriver) and
gets backdropped to the floor, hitting his ankle on the steps.
Gen Me wakes up again and takes down both guys one more time.



Jeremy gets a sweet assisted moonsault to take Robbie and Kaz
down. Max is all alone but wants Jeremy to help him up
instead. Jeremy holds off Kaz and Max makes a run at it. Kaz
of course saves as Robbie has a bad ankle still.

Double dropkick puts down Kaz and a baseball slide does the
same to Robbie. Jeremy does this weird reverse jump to get up
and holds off Kaz. This again fails and Maz, who also was
trying to get the belt, is swung backwards and gets knocked
off and caught in a cutter to put him down. Robbie gets up and
goes for the title, only to get pulled down by Max. And never
mind as Max is sent into the structure by Kaz and gets stuck.
That's different if nothing else.

Everyone is down now and Max is unhooked for a change. Kaz
hits Fade to Black on Robbie but gets kicked by Jeremy. Jeremy
tries to go up only to take an enziguri from the champion to
put him down. Flux Capacitor (suplex/rock bottom) off the top
by Kaz puts Jeremy down again. Robbie and Kaz both go across
at the same time. Gen Me kicks Robbie down and swing the
champion down too in a nice bump.

Jeremy goes up and Max is ticked. Max pulls him down which is
the point of the match. They both go from opposite corners and
both are hung by their legs upside down in the middle. They
slug it out up there until Robbie grabs a ladder to take them
down. Kaz goes above the X and grabs the title at the same
time as Robbie. Kaz pulls it up but there’s no bell. Oh there
it 1is.

Rating: C+. It’s ok but this is a match that has been done so
many times that there wasn’t much here. It’s definitely one of
the weaker matches they’ve had with this gimmick but it'’s
still good. Fun match but they kept trying to play up the
Bucks only for them to break up and not play a factor in the
end. Fun, but definitely not great.

More honeymoon stuff and Karen wants champagne. Instead it’s a



pizza. Next up: a water park.

Beer Money hits on Christy and try to get her to do the BEER
MONEY thing. Basically it’s to hit on her and stare at her.
Can’t say I blame them. They get serious and say they’'re
awesome but Ink Inc is overstepping their bounds. Something
about respect is mentioned.

We recap the feud, which was Ink Inc saying they want a title
shot and Beer Money saying ok.

Tag Titles: Ink Inc vs. Beer Money

I could see this being good. Neal vs. Storm starts us off With
no one taking over we get a double tag and some technical
stuff follows. The fans are split which makes sense for once
as they’re both face teams. Moore gets a leg lariat for two.
Neal comes in now and takes a powerslam for two. This 1is
taking a bit to get off the ground here.

Moore back in now and we hit the chinlock. They do some basic
stuff and it’s one of those moments where stuff happens but
nothing is going on. It’s ok but there is no interest in this
at all. It could be because there’s no history here and it'’s
there for the sake of having a title match. Roode gets a
spinebuster on Neal for two. Ink Inc takes over again as Taz
isn’'t even sure who is legal.

Roode gets the formerly Northern Lariat (clothesline to the
back of the head) to Neal and goes up top with Moore. Down
goes Roode and a Whisper in the Wind to Storm gets no cover.
Roode with a Rock Bottom for two. BEER MONEY thing kind of
gets the crowd hot but Neal hits the spear on Storm.
Neckbreaker gets two on Roode. Moore wants to use the chain
but Neal disagrees. Beer Money comes back and the DWI ends
Moore. I guess they’re splitting one of the two active teams
worth anything.



Rating: C+. This was just there for the most part. It wasn't
great at all but it wasn’t bad. Like I said: just kind of
there. The total lack of story hurt it a lot which is due to
the booking and not the guys. This wasn’t bad but it was
really not interesting at all. Granted that might be Shannon
Moore.

Neal shakes their hands post match but Moore spits beer in
their faces, I guess turning heel. He talks about having to be
tough to win. Whatever.

Matt Hardy talks about how he’'s cold blood/cold blooded and
will hurt AJ.

AJ Styles vs. Matt Hardy

This is just Immortal vs. Fourtune. AJ uses speed to take over
and grabs a front facelock. Sweet dropkick takes Matt down.
Flair interferes and here comes Matt. Here come the dueling
chants also. Matt has the braided hair back too. He’s in jeans
and no armbands either, making him look like a bum.

Qut to the floor again where AJ is sent into the post. He
counters by hitting his always awesome slide under the railing
and springboard forearm. Back in the ring now with AJ taking
over for awhile. Matt sends him to the floor and Flair hammers
away. That'’s Lockdown for these two next month people. Back in
Matt grabs a submission hold which is like a body vice.
Picture him setting for a double arm DDT and jumping up to
wrap his legs around AJ. It looked good if nothing else.

The rope is reached so it’'s not like it means anything. Taz
says there’s no escape to it, which is stupid as AJ just
escaped. Flair grabs AJ’'s balls for a bit and Matt grabs a
cravate. This is boring as heck if that wasn’t clear. AJ comes
back and hammers away as the crowd seems a bit restless.
Enziguri puts Matt down and AJ does the same. More punching



follows and a big kick to the head sets up a backbreaker for
two.

AJ misses a discus lariat and the Side Effect gets two. This
needs to end rather soon here. Matt gets an elbow to the back
of AJ’s head and it’'s Twist of whatever time. It’s blocked
into a backslide for two and down goes AJ again. AJ gets back
up and tries the Clash but Matt escapes that and gets two.
Styles kind of botches his backflip into the reverse DDT but
Flair distracts the referee.

Flair pokes AJ in the eye and takes a Pele for his efforts.
Matt gets a DDT and a moonsault for two. END THIS ALREADY. Hey
they listen to me as AJ takes Matt down and Spiral Tap of all
things which AJ hasn’t used in years (it’s a top rope twisting
moonsault/splash) gets him the pin.

Rating: D+. AJ was good, Matt was sluggish. What else were you
expecting here? For the life of me I don’t get why people see
money in Matt Hardy as he’s just big and slow at this point
with the fans cheering him for some reason. AJ needs to just
beat Flair and get it over with already. At least Matt didn’t
win so there is that at least.

Back to the honeymoon with Karen snapping on Jeff. She wants
sex apparently. Jeff thinks she means Kurt. This storyline has
died so many times it’s insane. Thursday on Impact Jeff 1is
going to call for a truce. They’'re not sure where their kids
are but they all get soaked. Jeff has been a total face the
entire night now.

Anderson talks about getting screwed over and more or less
says he’s a tweener.

We recap RVD vs. Anderson. In short, they both want the title
and both say they got screwed. Somehow we’re talking about
football. They’'re grasping at whatever straws grasp at to come



up with a backstory for this match. They talk about Lockdown
in the voiceover but I stopped caring a long time ago.

Rob Van Dam vs. Mr. Anderson

This is ANOTHER #1 contenders match for Anderson after he won
one already. They stare it down to start and it’s dueling
chant time with Anderson’s being louder. Technical stuff goes
on and it’s a standoff. More technical stuff follows as I
think this is supposed to be an epic match. They botch a
leapfrog spot with Van Dam taking a head to the balls. This
show is almost a comedy of errors at this point.

Rolling Thunder to Anderson as I just want this match to end
at this point. Spinning legdrop to the railing misses Anderson
and the leg hits the railing to give Anderson control.
Anderson works the leg and it’'s all basic stuff here. Mic
Check is blocked and Rolling Thunder doesn’t work either. Van
Dam gets a suplex to put both guys down.

Both guys go down again and this is just dragging like every
other match so far. Van Dam goes shoulder first into the post
and they ram heads to go down AGAIN. Now they head to the
floor off a cross body and they lay around AGAIN. Anderson
gets the Mic Check on the stage and Van Dam is more of less
dead.

And it's a double count out. The fans boo the HECK out of that
and I'd be with them. This somehow was 15 minutes long. Where
in the world was the 15 minutes? Oh and look: MORE multi-man
title matches. The fans chant to restart it and half chant no.
Now it’s a 5 more minutes chant. Get on with it already.

Rating: F. This was just boring and the ending hurt it even
more. They have zero chemistry together and this show has
sucked so hard so far that this made it even worse. It’s
obvious they’re doing a multi-man match at Lockdown but that



isn’t helping anything as far as tonight goes. This is one of
the worst PPVs I’'ve seen in a very long time which is saying a
lot when it comes to TNA.

We recap Sting winning the title on 3/3. He was a surprise,
read the other reviews for the details.

Hardy says that he was treated unfairly and he’ll win tonight
to bring everyone back to reality.

Sting talks about getting into the business and it’s music
video time. I’'ve heard this interview before. Probably was on
Impact or something. Yeah I think it was. He was at home and
felt a burn. Call a doctor dude.

TNA World Title: Jeff Hardy vs. Sting

It's 10:30 and Jeff is wasting time getting to the ring.
Before the match Bischoff comes out to waste MORE time. He
makes it No DQ which somehow takes like two minutes. Sting
drops him and the Scorpion Death Drop ends this in less than a
minute. That was their first contact of the “match.” I kid you
not. Are they serious?

We get a highlight video to fill in 6 minutes to end the show.

Overall Rating: F-. The show has been over for 15 minutes now
(final bell rang at 10:38) and I don’t know what to say. Early
word is that Hardy was in no condition to perform. If that’s
the case, TNA’s creative and management team all should refund
the fan’s money and resign. You had 150 minutes to come up
with ANYTHING else to put out there and this is what they gave
us. Put Bully Freaking Ray out there and it’s a better than
this.

I'm still not sure what to think about what just happened but
this is awful even by TNA standards. It’s a big slap in the
face to the people that bought this show and they’ve cost



themselves dearly. I was going to go to Lockdown and now I
have no interest in going at all. Absolutely awful ending and
a disgrace all around. Jeff being high or not, you do not let
this happen. Period.

As for the rest of the show, it was bad. There was nothing at
all of note worth seeing and that makes the ending even worse.
This show didn’t need to happen at the end of the day. It’'’s a
speed bump on the road to Lockdown and nothing was advanced
here. Now, because of this, TNA has another fire to put out. I
have no idea where they go from here but it’'s nowhere good.

Results

Tommy Dreamer b. Bully Ray — 3D with help from D-Von
Rosita/Sarita b. Winter/Angelina Love — Rollup to Winter
Hernandez b. Matt Morgan — Hernandez squirted blood on Morgan

Kazarian b. Max Buck, Jeremy Buck and Robbie E - Kazarian
pulled down the Title

Beer Money b. Ink Inc — DWI to Moore

AJ Styles b. Matt Hardy — Spiral Tap

Mr. Anderson vs. Rob Van Dam went to a double countout
Sting b. Jeff Hardy — Scorpion Death Drop

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews



Money in the Bank 2011l: Cena
vs. Punk I

Given how awesome the main event was last night, the
comparison immediately came up to this masterpiece. Let’s
take a look back at it shall we? The rest of the show is
awesome too.

Money in the Bank 2011

Date: July 17, 2011

Location: Allstate Arena, Rosemont, Illinois
Commentators: Michael Cole, Booker T, Jerry Lawler

It’s Money in the Bank and I'm rather clueless as to who 1is
going to win three of the four main matches. The MITB matches
themselves are total tossups and the Punk vs. Cena match could
go a bunch of ways. It’ll definitely be interesting and will
set the stage for at least the next few months worth of shows,
if nothing else due to the MITB cases, assuming one isn’t
cashed in tonight. Let’s get to it.

Opening video is of course mainly about Punk vs. Cena, which
to be fair is by far and away the biggest match on the card.

Sin Cara vs. Justin Gabriel vs. Heath Slater vs. Sheamus vs.
Cody Rhodes vs. Wade Barrett vs. Kane vs. Daniel Bryan

This 1is going to be a big insane match so it’s almost
impossible to call what’s going on in these things. I'm
really not sure who to predict in this. I went with Cody as a
more or less random choice mainly out of a lack of anyone
else. Big mess to start as these really should only have six
people in them. Kane, Barrett and Sheamus clear the ring out
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and it’s a three way staredown.

The Europeans...wait Kane is from Spain. Ok the two guys not
named Kane go down and it’'s ladder time already. Bryan
dropkicks Kane down as Slater and Gabriel team up a bit.
Cara, who is 1in white/gray here, gets taken down but the
former tag partners fight already. Slater goes for the ladder
and is loudly booed. Gabriel goes up but the ladder is way
off center. Bryan dropkicks him off but Cody goes up.

Kane sends Sheamus and Cody to the floor but Barrett stops the
Big Bald. Kane throws a ladder at Sheamus to take him down.
Slater vs. Kane and guess who wins that one. Cara pops up out
of nowhere to drill Kane and break up the clothesline. Bryan
hits a big dive and Gabriel does the same. Sorry for all the
play by play stuff but it’s all you can do in these things for
the most part.

Cara is like screw you guys I'm the flier here and takes out
Sheamus with a huge one. He follows that up by kicking Bryan
in the head and hitting the top rope C4 to take Bryan down.
Sin tries to go for the briefcase but can’t pick a ladder up
and into the ring. Barrett kicks his head off so it doesn’t
matter. They do the whole set up a ladder as a bridge from
the ring to the table thing as is customary.

Cara avoids going through it though and Barrett clotheslines
the post. For some reason the masked guy goes in again
without a ladder and gets his head kicked off by Sheamus. Not
a good night for the Mexican dude. Cara gets powerbombed
through the ladder to more or less kill him. BIG pop for
Sheamus for that one. Sheamus is controlling almost everyone
here as Cara is taken out on a stretcher.

Kane and Sheamus are in the ring and fighting over a ladder.

Scratch that as all three go to the floor. Bryan, Kane and
Cody are all in the ring with ladders now. The small guys
work together to take Kane down and there goes that



partnership. Cara 1s gone now, as in out of the entire arena
via a stretcher. Kane has the big ladder set up in the ring
and everyone comes in. Cody makes an attempt but all the
small guys make a save.

The former Nexus triple teams Bryan and then the tag team
tells Barrett to go ahead. Barrett proves why British
wrestlers are stupid as he goes up and is pulled down just a
few seconds later. Both of them go up but Rhodes shoves the
ladder down. Cross Rhodes takes someone down and it'’s time
for Barrett and Rhodes to fight over the ladder. Cross Rhodes
takes Barrett out but Sheamus makes the last second save.

There’s an Irish Curse and pasty goes up, only for Bryan to
make the save. Bryan rams him into the ladder a few times and
goes up at the same time. Sheamus and Kane combine for a
Doomsday Device to END Bryan. Kane and Sheamus are alone in
the ring now. Well other than a ladder but that doesn’t count
I don’t think. The big ladder is in the ring and a regular
one is set up as a bridge against the middle buckle.

Kane escapes though and chokeslams various small people. Big
Bald goes up but Bryan makes ANOTHER save despite being
legally deceased I believe. Bryan goes up and almost gets the
LeBell Lock on the ladder. That would be awesome. Bryan
manages to knock Kane to the floor but Slater stops him.
Bryan saves AGAIN as he’s been insane so far tonight.

Slater goes up one more time but Barrett saves. Time for
Barrett vs. Sheamus which doesn’t sound all that appealing.
Thankfully they team up and stop Slater, using a ladder like a
fork to stop Slater and shove him off the top. That was
cool. Sheamus goes nuts and takes out a lot of people so he
can climb. Naturally he’'s not that smart so he sets up
another ladder on the top rope.

Sheamus is just beating people up at the moment and not really
trying to go after it. Even Booker is saying GO FOR IT. Ok



now he’s going up but Kane pops up from nowhere to stop him.
Sheamus has a bridge ladder beneath him. He goes onto it but
doesn’t break it. FREAKING OW MAN! Wasteland hits Kane and
Gabriel climbs a ladder and hits 450 in the tightest space
possible. That was AWESOME.

Bryan and Cody go at it on the ladder as everyone but Barrett
is down. Wade comes up as Bryan tries to choke Cody out
because he’s an idiot. Cody goes down and Wade takes an elbow
to knock him backwards a bit. Bryan is alone up there and
Wade is on the bridge. Bryan kicks him down and WINS THE
CASE! Totally didn’t see that one coming.

Rating: A. I liked the storytelling aspect of this as Bryan
was the MVP of this thing. He made a ton of saves and
certainly deserved to win it in the end. The spots in this
were great and Cara going out might have been due to prevent
him from botching something major, which says a lot. I’'m not
sure I can see Bryan winning a title but stranger things have
happened. GREAT match though.

Vince is here. Hokey smoke that'’s Johnny Ace with him.

Apparently Punk hasn’t signed yet but is in a meeting for a
last second negotiation.

Divas Title: Kelly Kelly vs. Brie Bella

Booker says he never dressed like his brother in Harlem Heat.
Is his memory failing or something? No idea what you want me
to say here. They’'re both hot, they’re both inept, the match
is slightly longer than a regular match they have on Raw.
Kelly is champion in case you'’re reading this like three years
from now. It’s a totally boring match and it’s a total food
break for the crowd. Oh and Eve is with Kelly at ringside
here. Crowd is dead here. K2 ends this at like four
minutes. Total filler and it knows it.



Rating: D. What do you want me to say here? This match was
nothing but the girls looked good so I can’t call it a
failure. The division is horrible since Kharma got pregnant
and Laycool went down at the same time. Not a horrible match
but just an extended Raw thing really. It served its purpose
though I guess.

Summerslam ad. It’'’s in the summer you know. Eh Divas in
bikinis is never a bad thing.

We recap Henry vs. Show. They’'re both big, they’re both
strong, they both hurt people. Yeah that’s about it.

Mark Henry vs. Big Show

Henry is in blue here. They slug it out to start and Show
JUMPS at him with a shoulder block to take Mark down. Out to
the floor early and Show loads up a chokeslam through the
table but Henry breaks it up. Show shoves him over the steps
and the bald one is in control. Scratch that as Henry sends
him into the steps and Show goes back in. Henry goes for the
knee with a chop block and Show is in trouble.

Boot to the head gets two. Half crab goes on which makes
sense for once. Henry? Psychology? What'’s in this lemonade
I'm drinking? Show grabs a rope and manages to kick Henry off
which looked rather cool. Splash/running clothesline hits
Show in the corner and Henry is all angry and such. Show GOES
UP and hits a shoulder block off the middle rope but he hurts
his knee again.

Both guys are down now and the count gets like three. Show
loads up the chokeslam but Henry kicks him in the knee to
break it up. World’s Strongest Slam but it only gets two.



Dang I would have thought that was the ending. Another
World’s Strongest Slam and a pair of splashes and Show 1is
finally done.

Rating: C+. Call me crazy but I liked it. They were going at
it out there and more importantly than anything else, it was
short. That’s a very key thing to this match and it made
things work a lot better overall. Henry'’s push probably won’t
go anywhere (at least I hope not) but a win like this 1is
perfectly fine.

Post match Henry Pillmanizes Show’s leg with a Vader Bomb.
Show goes out on a stretcher saying it’s broken to fill in
some time.

Vince is saying this is a nightmare as Josh comes in to ask if
Punk has re-signed. He hasn’t apparently but Vince offered
him a huge contract. Vince talks for a bit and ultimately
says if Punk leaves with the title, may God have mercy on
Cena’s soul.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Kofi Kingston vs. Jack Swagger vs. Evan
Bourne vs. R-Truth vs. Alex Riley vs. The Miz vs. Rey Mysterio

Everyone grabs a mini ladder as they come into the ring. Rey
comes out last and gets almost ZERO reaction. Everyone has a
ladder and they surround Del Rio, beating him down rather
easily. Booker picks Evan Bourne which Lawler is surprised
at. Some of the guys are out of the ring now and Swagger 1is
thrown out for the second time. Truth and Miz have a stand
off and duel a bit.

Swagger takes them both out because that’s just smart. He
sets up a ladder but Kofi and Bourne run in at the same time
for an attempt to go up. Now they team up and take out some
heels. Rey gets a rana to take Swagger to the floor again and
Truth takes Kofi out. Riley crotches him on a ladder and 1is



the only one standing. Miz comes in for the save but all the
ladders are too short anyway so it’s not like it matters.

Riley dives over the top and takes out Swagger and Miz in a
nice spot. Truth dives over to take out all three of them.
Kofi and Rey do a double dive to take all of them out. Bourne
goes up and everyone gasps. SHOOTING STAR PRESS ONTO ALL FIVE
GUYS!!! Bourne goes up a big ladder but Miz makes the save.
Bourne gets a hand on it but so does Miz. Del Rio pops up and
shoves it down as Miz may have hurt his knee.

He landed on it coming down and may have jammed it. I think
it’s worked but it doesn’t look right AT ALL. This might be
legit actually. Miz is carried out but can’t seem to put any
weight on the knee. I think he might be actually hurt if the
visual is any sign of it. Truth and Del Rio are both climbed
over (literally) by Rey and Bourne. The faces hit stereo
ranas to take out the heels. That looked SWEET.

Swagger is all alone but Kofi is like screw that and jumps
over him onto the ladder. Swagger puts an ankle lock on him
instead and Riley tries to steal the case but fails. Rey vs.
Truth at the moment with Rey taking a ladder to the ribs. He
climbs onto a ladder but falls onto it face first. Kofi goes
up and uses a ladder as a step down for a Boom Drop onto
Truth. Booker of course criticizes him for dancing too much.

This match is a lot more choreographed and you can tell it a
lot. Truth messes up a see-saw spot to Swagger. Good thing
Swagger was nice enough to sit there and let Truth do it
again. Rey and Riley slug it out on the ladder but Bourne and
Del Rio get ladders of their own. Down goes Alberto and Rey
has his hand on it. All seven guys are on ladders in what
looks like a clothed orgy, which kind of defeats the purpose
but you get the idea.

Down goes Del Rio and there goes Jack too. Bourne is tossed
but the other four are all there still. Truth goes down and



Kofi gets a swinging kick to knock Rey off. He’s all alone
but Swagger makes a last second stop. They both fall and it
looked VERY bad as Kofi’s knee landed on Swagger’s throat.
HERE’'S MIZ! He literally hops down the aisle on one leg but
Rey stops (to huge booing).

Rey and Del Rio fight a bit but down goes Del Rio. Never mind
as he's coming back up again. Briefcase to Alberto’s head but
Rey still can’t get it. REY’'S MASK IS OFF! Everything falls
down and Rey has to cover his face. Alberto goes up as Rey 1is
all terrified. Alberto is all alone and it'’s over. Didn't
see that one coming.

Rating: B. Good, but nowhere near as good as the SD one. The
spots here were awesome to say the least but the sloppiness
hurt it a good bit. Miz coming back in was great and an
awesome false finish. Rey losing his mask was rather
surprising and I'm seriously wondering how badly hurt Swagger
is because that didn’t look like a planned fall at all. Messy
but fun, which is about par for the course in MITB to be
honest.

You get a relatively clear shot of Rey'’s face during the
highlight package.

We recap Christian vs. Orton, which is more or less Christian
can't beat Orton and turned heel because his initial title
loss to him was unfair. If Orton gets disqualified or if
there’s a “bad decision”, Orton loses the title.

Del Rio says he shouldn’t have had to win but this is his
destiny.

Smackdown World Title: Christian vs. Randy Orton

After some big match intros we’'re ready to go. Christian



shows off some nice psychology as he throws a chair in
immediately and tries to get Orton to snap. The chair goes to
the floor and Orton takes over with relative ease. The crowd
is totally behind Christian here. Out to the floor with Orton
in control but Christian takes over back inside. These two
have had some very good matches so this should be awesome.

They slug it out a bit with Christian mostly in control.
Orton grabs a rollup for two. Killswitch doesn’t work and
they clothesline each other to the floor. Back in and
Christian jumps over him and blocks an RKO. Jackknife cover
gets two for Randy. There’s the Thesz Press as the fans
aren’t pleased. Elevated DDT doesn’t work but Christian tries
his spinning dive out of the corner, only to jump into a
dropkick to the ribs.

Christian takes over again as he’s done a lot in this match.
Top rope headbutt gets two. Killswitch hits out of almost
nowhere but Orton gets out at 2.999. Even the crowd is into
this now. Christian loads up a spear but he hits the post
instead. Orton puts Christian in that over the shoulder
backbreaker into the neckbreaker (LOVE that move) for two. He
sets for the Punt but Christian moves. Randy settles for the
powerslam instead.

There's the elevated DDT and Christian is in trouble.
Christian spits in Orton’s face to tick him off and Orton goes
off on him. He breaks at three though so it’s not a DQ.
Orton kicks Christian low..and it’s a DQ! CHRISTIAN WINS THE
TITLE!!! THAT STIPULATION ACTUALLY WORKED!!!

Rating: B-. Good match here but not as good as their usual
stuff. I can’t believe that ending actually worked either as
I've never seen anything like it before. Granted it’s
probably so Bryan can come out and cash in but that is what it
is. Either way this was fine and they continue to have great



matches together.

Orton destroys Christian post match, hitting a bunch of RKOs
on the table while Teddy tries to calm him down.

Ok if Bryan doesn’t come down now, he’s an idiot. Apparently
he’s an idiot because he’s not here.

We recap Punk vs. Cena. If you don’t know this, you'’re an
idiot. Basically, Punk went on a massive rant against WWE and
Cena in a worked shoot. This 1is his last night with the
company and Vince is involved too. If Punk leaves with the
title, Cena is fired.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. CM Punk

And here we go. Punk has an epic reaction as he'’s the
hometown boy. He even has a new shirt. The crowd is rabid
for Punk. He sits in the ring and is a total face in the eyes
of the crowd. HUGE CM Punk chant goes up as we wait on Cena.
I seriously worry for Cena’s safety if he wins. OH MAN that
heat is ONS levels. Punk goes out to be near the crowd for
Cena’s entrance. Total stoic Cena here as everything he does
is booed out of the building.

They do big match intros and Punk is as over as free beer.
Here we go. I'm so fired up for this it’s unreal. TON of
time for this too. Punk grabs a headlock and the YOU CAN'T
WRESTLE chants start up. We actually do some chain wrestling
and Cena is booed out of the building for a snap mare. They
do some obvious spot calling while Cena has a headlock. Punk
tries to fire off a spin kick but Cena ducks.

YOU CAN’'T WRESTLE chants start up and Punk points at himself
and asks the fans if they mean him. Punk almost gets an
Anaconda Vice but Cena reverses into an armbar. They’'re
working slow here but that’s perfectly fine given that they



have over 45 minutes if need be. Jerry tries to make Punk out
to be the heel here and it’s just failing completely. There’s
the duel and it’s all CENA SUCKS rather quickly.

Even Cole is against Punk here. Headlock goes on again as
Cena has mostly controlled here, but we’'re only like 5 minutes
in. Hip toss by Punk sets up a dropkick and Punk speeds
things up a bit. There’s a headlock of his own and Cena 1is
down. We reference Montreal because that’s just what we do
here in WWE. Punk does You Can’t See Me to Cena and they both
try their finishers but it’s a stalemate.

HUGE CM Punk chant goes up which is par for the course
tonight. Punk goes for the knee and takes over again. Cena
fires back with the bulldog for two. Off to a front facelock
and Punk shakes his finger no. I’ve never seen as many spots
called in a single match. Cena hits a clothesline and Punk
might have lost a tooth. Off to an arm trap chinlock which 1is
close to a Crossface with Cena on his back.

Punk gets up and suplexes his way out of it for two. Cena
does a Bret Hart chest to the buckle bump which gets two. All
Punk at this point. Cena gets something going and hits a
release fisherman’s suplex for two. AA is reversed again and
Punk gets a quick DDT for two. Triangle choke goes on Cena
and we slow it down again. It seems like they’re saving
energy. They’ve been at it nearly ten minutes and it’'s 10:22
so that’s a very likely scenario.

Cena counters out of it but Punk throws him to the floor.
Punk teases going up but just climbs out instead. The fans
applaud Punk just for picking Cena up. The fans chant for
Colt Cabana and there’s a knee to the back of the neck of Cena
while he's hanging off the apron. That gets two back in the
ring. Punk charges at Cena but his arm hits the post to buy
Cena a few seconds.

And never mind as Punk hits a clothesline for two. Back to



the chinlock as this needs to go a long time since the rest
holds are getting a bit boring. There are actually some Cena
chants and Punk comes off the middle rope with a spinning
cross body. Cena might have hurt his knee as he’s going to
the apron a bit. Punk goes after him but can’t suplex him
back in. Cena manages to suplex him to the floor and the fans
clap for a bit.

I think the knee was a work as he’s not even holding it at the
moment. Oh wait yes he is. That was more or less an FU off
the apron. Back in the ring that gets two as he’s rubbing the
knee now. He can stand on it and hits another release
fisherman’s. Elbow drop gets two. Cena sets for what looks
like a powerslam but flips Punk forward into a sitout slam for
two.

It’s only 10:30 and they’'ve been going at it over 15 minutes.
The knee looks fine. It’'s boo/yay time and the yays are
winning it. We go WAY old school with an abdominal stretch.
HE EVEN HOOKS THE LEG PROPERLY! Punk hip tosses out of it and
it'’s a double clothesline to put them both down. Cena up
first and he initiates the ending sequence. The Protobomb is
reversed though and Punk gets the loudest reaction for a
rollup you’ll ever here.

Protobomb hits this time but You Can’'t See Me results in a
kick to the head. Suicide dive takes Cena down and the fans
erupt again. Punk high fives a fan while he’s still on the
ground in a cool moment. Punk misses a cross body and now he
Can’'t See Cena. Five Knuckle Shuffle hits at about 20
minutes. AA is countered and Punk uses his martial arts for
two.

Punk is looking towards the entrance and smiles for no
apparent reason. GTS is loaded up but Cena counters into a
gutwrench suplex for two. Punk fights back with some knees to
the jaw and a bulldog. Springboard clothesline gets two and
the fans are still totally into this. The replay shows how



sweet those knees were. OQOut of nowhere Cena grabs the STF and
Punk is in trouble! Oh of course he makes the rope but it
takes awhile for him to get there.

As Cena goes for Punk again he gets caught in the side of the
head with a big old kick for two. Cena rolls through a cross
body but the AA is countered into the GTS but Cena grabs the
leg and the STF is back on again! Punk can’t make the ropes
but Cena pulls him back to the middle again. Cole says it's a
matter of time and he’s right. It’ll just be multiple more
minutes because Punk manages to counter from the mat into the
Anaconda Vice. SWEET!

Cena gets back up there’'s the AA for TWO. This is getting
awesome as they used the slow build. I’'m glued to my screen
which hasn’t happened since a few years ago with Taker vs.
Shawn. Top rope legdrop is countered via something like a
powerbomb for two. Punk almost Hulks Up and says it’s time to
Go To Sleep. He loads it up but Cena grabs the rope and
clotheslines him on it.

The top rope legdrop hits this time but it only gets two.

These kickouts are incredible. They’re not going to end the
match but they’ve built it up so well and the audience being
so into them is making up the difference. Cena is getting his

19" wind and looks like he wants the AA. It hits clean again
and PUNK KICKS OUT. Cena tries an AA off the middle rope but
Punk fights out of it.

He manages to get a top rope hurricanrana but Cena goes to the
corner to escape. Corner knee sets up the GTS and Cole is
scared to death. The knee only hits the ribs and Cena manages
to fall out of the ring instead of being in pinning position.

And here’s Vince with Johnny Ace. The distraction lets Cena
get the STF and Vince sends Johnny Ace to ring the bell. Cena
hits the floor and blasts Ace, saying he doesn’t want it that
way. Vince and Cena have a staredown in the aisle and Cena
says it’s my way. He charges back into the ring and there’s



the GTS and PUNK WINS!

Rating: A+. Excellent match as I’'m sure you got here as the
whole thing came off as completely epic. Cena almost had to
lose here due to the sake of his own safety. Vince screwing
himself over is a great thing because that’s how it had to
be. Great stuff here and the show ending with Punk being as
popular as anyone imaginable is excellent. Awesome stuff here
and an awesome show.

Vince jumps on commentary and says to kill the music. He
wants Alberto out here NOW to cash in. Alberto runs out and
Punk kicks him in the head almost immediately to take him
down. Punk goes into the crowd and that’s probably the safest
place in the world for him. The bell didn’t ring and Del Rio
never cashed in officially.

Overall Rating: A. Well that was incredible. From top to
bottom this was great stuff and nothing was bad on it at all.
Even the Divas had their looks going for them so you can’t
complain there. Great stuff overall and a shocking ending,
which was exactly what this needed. Zero complaints and it
more than lived up to the hype. Can’t wait for tomorrow now,
which is the whole point of the show. Loved it.

Results

Daniel Bryan won the Smackdown Money in the Bank Briefcase
Kelly Kelly b. Brie Bella — K2

Mark Henry b. Big Show — Splash

Alberto Del Rio won the Raw Money in the Bank Briefcase
Christian b. Randy Orton via DQ — Orton kicks Christian low

CM Punk b. John Cena — GTS



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

On This Day: February 17,
2011 — Impact Wrestling: Aces
and 8's Make Me Miss Immortal

Impact
Date: February 17, 2011

Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz
Episode Title: The Boy Is Back In Town

It's the first show after Against All 0dds and we have a new
TNA World Heavyweight Champion in the form of Jeff Hardy who
still isn’t clear of jail time after his drug charges. Other
than him though it was a very bad night for Immortal as only
Jeff Hardy and Jeff Jarrett won on Sunday. It should be
interesting to see where we go from here. Let’s get to it.

We open with clips from after Against All 0dds with Jarrett

saying Kurt will deliver his princess to him on March 3™. Jeff
Hardy says he made ladder matches famous and still is at 33
years old. RVD vs. Jeff Hardy for the world title tonight. I'm
not saying a word.

Here's Immortal to open the show. Eric brings out Jeff Hardy
for the celebration. He talks about how Immortal is still
dominant despite Fourtune leaving. As he’s talking we see
Flair arriving. Matt Hardy vs. Styles tonight. Eric talks
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about how Jeff Hardy was supposed to get some time off but he
got a call from the network who wants ratings. Therefore
tonight Jeff Hardy has to defend the title against RVD
tonight. Bischoff is going to try to avoid it but right now
that'’s the plan.

Eric now shifts over to Flair who he’s not sure about. It
gives Eric a weird feeling that he doesn’t like so Flair has
until next week. Cue Flair’s music and here he is. He says
that only one person gave him an ultimatum. That person was

his 3™ ex wife. Everyone in this ring grew up on Ric Flair and
he even got together with Hogan after 25 years.

Did you forget he's a wrestling god? When he was in Europe
people didn't call him Ric. They just called him God. Cue a
God chant of course. Flair says that he’ll see them later and
we really get no resolution here. Flair definitely came off
like a face here.

The Jarretts are getting massages and talk about the wedding

vows on March 3™. They talk about tuxedos and imply sex later.
That’s the only way to put it really.

We're back and Matt Hardy and AJ Styles are in a fight in the
back. Immortal runs in as does Fourtune and it’s a big brawl.

We get some clips of Kurt from Sunday looking very sad after
losing. Now we talk about the ladder match. Hey, did you know
both Jeffs won on Sunday? I didn’'t know if the three clip
packages and talking about it in 20 minutes made that clear
enough.

Sarita/Rosita run into Hernandez in the back and he walks to
the ring with them after some Spanish chatting.

Douglas Williams vs. Hernandez




Hernandez jumps him in the aisle and beats the living heck out
of him while the girls cheer him on. Hernandez throws him in
the ring and chokes him with what looks like a shirt. Velvet
runs down and beats up Sarita a bit but Rosita takes care of
her. Angelina comes out to even things up and they brawl.
Wasn’'t there a match going on? Back in the ring an absolutely
SICK Border Toss ends this. Williams landed right on the back
of his head and if he didn’t seriously hurt his neck I'll be
surprised. Match ran 2:00 even and a large amount of that was
the fight between the girls.

Eric is on the phone with someone from the network and is
trying to get Jeff Hardy out of the title defense tonight.
This goes over about as well as Eugene in a feature match at
Summerslam did and we take a break.

Back with Pope in the ring with a stuffed pig on a table. It
looks like a party of some kind. He says that he’s a hot Pope
and the pig is a sloppy Joe. Pope wants to talk about Jesus
and just like he fed thousands with fish and bread, he’s going
to feed everyone here with that pig. Ronald Regan and Michael
Jackson believe in him apparently, as does Jesus who texted
him and believes in Pope too. That last bit was funny.

Pope wants to know who is first but it’ll cost $10 a pop. Cue
Joe’s music and he’s mad. Okato is behind Pope and when pope
tries to run Okato kicks him in the chest. Joe drills Pope in
the corner and it’s a Muscle Buster through the pig. Pope gets
the apple shoved in his mouth.

Back and Robbie E and Cookie say they’re going to win the
title again. In the back Kazarian is kissing Traci Brooks
(real life wife) and it'’s time for a match.

X-Division Title: Kazarian vs. Robbie E

Not sure if this is a title match or not. Before the match Kaz



runs down Cookie and says she’s ugly with the makeup. She gets
ticked off and leaves. Yes this is a title match apparently.
Robbie is all aggressive to start and Kaz is in trouble.
Beautiful People vs. Sarita/Rosita tonight. Kaz gets a
springboard elbow and a leg lariat to take over. And then
Cookie comes out with a big purse to hit Kaz in the head with
for the DQ at 1:57. No rating of course but Robbie showed some
nice aggression here. Traci bounces down and it’'s a mini cat
fight.

Flair goes in to talk to Fourtune and seems to be accepted by
them. He has presents for them and of course they get Iced. AJ
can wait until after his big match though. They chant chug and
down the drinks. Storm drinks AJ’'s just because he can.

AJ vs. Matt Hardy next.

Matt Hardy vs. AJ Styles

See? I told you it was next. AJ sprints to the ring in the
athletic pants of doom and goes off on Matt. He busts out a
huge tope con hilo to half kill Matt. Ah good he got rid of
the warm-up pants and has regular tights under them. Back in
the ring and Matt gets a Side Effect for two. Matt grabs a
Cravate and here’s Flair to play cheerleader.

AJ gets up and seems to rub Matt’'s face to take him to the
mat. Styles Clash is blocked and they speed it up a bit with
Matt tripping over AJ. Nice dropkick puts Matt down and AJ
goes up. And then Flair shoves him off the top, naturally
joining Immortal again as it was about as obvious as you could
get. Twist of Hate ends it at 3:25.

Rating: C. Match was just long enough to grade but was nothing
special at all. As soon as Flair was there the swerve was
completely obvious. Somehow this is by far the best match of
the night and it barely ran 200 seconds. That might be good



though as Matt isn’t someone that can go long distance for the
most part.

Flair and Matt beat down AJ until Fourtune runs them off.
Anderson is ticked and wants Bischoff.

The Jarretts are in a hot tub. Can’t complain much with Karen
in there.

Anderson wants Bischoff and here comes the silver fox. He'’s
ticked that RVD is getting the title shot tonight. Despite
losing clean on Sunday, Anderson thinks he’s been robbed. The
network decided that RVD got the shot tonight. Anderson wants
to know since when did the network have anything to do with
anything around here. Put him in the ring and that’s ratings.
Bischoff says that Anderson needs to PG himself down a bit.

Anderson says he’ll take the word out of his vocabulary and
Bischoff talks more. Eric will put him in the main event as
the guest referee. Jeff won clean on Sunday and Eric says that
Anderson can get a shot if he plays it fair tonight. Mic Check
leaves Bischoff laying. Anderson 1is supposed to be TNA’s
Austin and it’s just not there. Points for trying though I
guess.

Velvet is talking to Winter and Velvet wants Winter to stay
out of ringside tonight. Velvet turns her back and Winter
picks up some scissors until Angelina comes in. Winter says
Velvet could never feel for Angelina like Winter does. Velvet
leaves and Winter says all will be revealed.

AJ is ticked about Flair and says this is about AJ vs. Flair.

Angelina Love/Velvet Sky vs. Rosita/Sarita

The brawl starts in the aisle as you would expect. Velvet vs.
Sarita starts us off officially. Off to Rosita as the fans are



rather quiet. Tandem elbow drop from the Beautiful People gets
no cover as Sarita breaks it up. World’'s Strongest Slam from
Angelina to Rosita and it’'s off to Sarita again. Backbreaker
gets two for Angelina and Velvet comes in again.

The cousins are tagging in a lot. Rosita doesn’t seem to want
to stay in and keeps bringing Sarita in, which ticks her off.
Everything breaks down with Angelina and Rosita on the floor.
Velvet tries a DDT but Rosita trips her up and holds the feet
down for the pin at 3:52. Can we please break 4 minutes?
Please?

Rating: D. Weak match here with a predictable ending. There
was no way the Beautiful People were going to be able to win
here and everyone knew it. This went nowhere for the most part
and was just to continue the losing streak by Velvet. Somehow
this is the longest match of the night. That'’'s a Llittle
absurd.

Velvet says she wants to end this with Sarita. Sarita says
Velvet 1is a loser then remembers she’s supposed to have an
accent. Sarita wants Velvet'’s career on the line and Velvet
says bring it on.

The Jarretts are going to dinner. More sex is implied.
Kurt is mad and is going to their dinner party.

Madison is talking to Tara and says she’s knocked out the
entire locker room so she’s bored. There’s an open challenge
next week.

Next week there’s a pose down between Terry and Steiner.

We recap RVD's world title win and him having to vacate the
title due to the attack by Abyss. Also we see about Hardy
betraying him and being responsible for the attack on RVD.
Hardy says he’s going to hurt Van Dam.

The Jarretts are complaining about the food and toast Kurt



having to be humiliated on March 3™. Karen complains about the
wine and Jarrett goes off on the chef. And here’s Kurt who
just somehow got in the restaurant. He wants to know where the
tip is. This was uh...odd.

RVD says tonight he gets his shot and preparation meets
opportunity. The title is just a bonus.

Since we need to make sure no match gets anything resembling a
decent amount of time tonight we talk about the Dudley street
fight at the PPV but Spike won’t let them show the footage. D-
Von won’t give comments but Ray comes out to the table. Ray
goes all bully on them and Tazz has something to say about it.
Ray says that if he wants to smack Tenay (this old man) then
he will. Tazz says no you won’'t because you crossed the line
Sunday. Isn’t that the point of the company. Ray slaps Tenay'’s
headset off and leaves.

TNA World Title: Rob Van Dam vs. Jeff Hardy

Anderson is the guest referee. He does his usual intro but
calls Green Bay Title Tow USA to mess the fans up a bit. Taz
says that Jeff’s entrance is inspired by Lady Gaga. Oh dear
he’s coming out of an egg. I give up. RVD, the guy that is so
angry, starts with a collar and elbow tie up. He gets the one
footed dropkick to Hardy who is crotched on the top. Flair vs.
AJ is announced for next week.

ALl RVD to start. To the floor and RVD drapes him over the
barricade so he can hit the spinning leg kick to the back as
we take a break. Back with Van Dam hitting something on Hardy
that we couldn’t see since when we came back the camera was on
the monitor above the ring and then cut away. Either way it
gets two for the challenger. Split Legged Moonsault out of the
corner eats knees though.

Hardy gets a low dropkick to send RVD’s ribs into the post.



Sitout Gordbuster gets two for Jeff. Whisper in the Wind
misses and Van Dam gets a standing moonsault for no cover. Van
Dam gets shoved to the floor and Jeff takes over again.
Swanton gets two. Five Star gets two as Jeff gets his foot on
the ropes. Van Dam tries to get a rollup but accidentally runs
Jeff into the corner where Anderson is standing. A low blow by
Hardy when Anderson can’t see it sets up the Twist of Hate to
end it at 12:20.

Rating: C+. The match was fine and thankfully it got some time
unlike the rest of the matches tonight, but this should have
been at Victory Road instead of on Impact. Anderson added very
little here but I guess it’'s supposed to set up the
continuance of their feud and make him look more like Austin.
Either way, not bad here but nothing I’'ll remember in a few
days.

Anderson hits the Mic Check on Hardy post match and Van Dam
complains about the low blow. Here’'s a Mic Check for Van Dam
as well to end the show.

Overall Rating: D. Yeah this was pretty bad. The main problem
here is simple: until the main event which started at 10:47,
we had (rounded up to) 11:30 of wrestling. I'm sorry but
that’s unacceptable for me in nearly two hours of wrestling.
They gave us a decent main event which should have been a PPV
main event but instead we got it with about two hours of

buildup. If nothing else make THIS the main event March 3™ but
that’'s Hogan and the Jarretts’ night I guess.

Overall the show was too light on wrestling and all of the
talking they did amounted to nothing. Flair returned and was
with Fourtune for about an hour before joining Immortal again.
That and the Jarretts were the main focus of the show tonight.

All in all it’s a big preview for March 3™ which seems to be
the new norm for TNA: have supershows instead of the PPVs as
the main thing. That'’s fine, but it makes the TV shows pretty



boring on the way there. Bad show this week after TNA had been
on a hot streak lately.

Results
Hernandez b. Douglas Williams — Border Toss

Kazarian b. Robbie E via DQ when Cookie hit Kazarian with a
purse

Matt Hardy b. AJ Styles — Twist of Hate

Rosita/Sarita b. Angelina Love/Velvet Sky — Rosita pinned
Velvet when Sarita held Rosita’s legs

Jeff Hardy b. Rob Van Dam — Twist of Hate
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