Smackdown - September 20,
2013: The Strangest Gauntlet
Match Ever

Sorry for the delay as I was at a WWE house show. Report
coming.

Smackdown

Date: September 20, 2013

Location: US Bank Arena, Cincinnati, Ohio
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’re past Night of Chapions and the main story is that there’s no WWE
Champion. Bryan won the title on Sunday but has been stripped of it due
to an alleged conspiracy between he and now fired referee Scott
Armstrong. On Raw however, the roster finally came together to fight back
against HHH and the Corporation, giving us an interesting battle for the
first time since this began, which was somehow just over a month ago.

Let’s get to it.

We open with a look back at Night of Champions and Raw, set up through an
interview with HHH. He compares the scandal with Armstrong to Pete Rose

hypothetically conspiring with an umpire to fix the World Series.

Here's Vickie to open things up. She says she has a thrilling and
exciting show planned for us tonight, but first she has to introduce the
laughing stock of the WWE. Bob Backlund held the WWE Championship for
over 2,000 days, but this man held it for less than a day: Daniel Bryan.
Daniel says he’d rather be champion for one day than being a shrill
corporate suck-up for his entire life. Vickie gives him an opportunity to
come clean but Bryan says the truth is he kneed Orton in the face for
three. It could have been a twenty count because Orton was out cold.
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Bryan says he should still be champion but Vickie says he should be
fired. Daniel says everyone is grateful that Vickie has no real power,
but Vickie would rather talk about the people that got involved at the
end of the night. Those people would be Ziggler, the Usos, R-Truth,
Justin Gabriel, Zack Ryder, the Prime Time Players, Kofi Kingston and Rob
Van Dam. Tonight it’s going to be an 11-3 handicap gauntlet match. The
idea is all eleven of them will come down to face the Shield 3-1 until
Shield has defeated them all. Bryan is lucky enough to go last.

Naomi vs. Al

Non-title. Natalya is on commentary and talks about how AJ is riding the
coattails of the Total Divas who have revolutionized the division. AJ
easily takes Naomi down and hooks a cravate as Natalya calls AJ an
opportunist for how she kept the title on Sunday. A running back elbow
gets two for the champion, though Natalya is FAR more entertaining,
trying to make the Total Divas sound like good people. Naomi comes back
with a dropkick and the Rear View for two. AJ’'s sleeper is quickly broken
up but she grabs the Black Widow for the submission at 3:25.

Rating: D+. The match was nothing but this story is ranging anywhere from
so bad it’s hilarious to horrible depending on how you look at it. The
problem is the whole angle hinges on no one ever watching Total Divas,
because there’s no way to cheer for any of its cast, but AJ is being
presented as a stuck up villain who lords her title over everyone in
sight.

Jack Swagger vs. Santino Marella

Colter tells Santino to take the ravioli out of his ears and asks if he
has the proper papers to own a reptile. During Santino’s entrance, JBL
and Cole hype up Billy Gunn as the guests on their show by saying Road
Dogg’s catchphrases. Swagger throws Santino down and shouts at him a lot
before hooking a double armbar. Santino comes back with his usual
sequence before hooking a backslide to pin Swagger at 2:02. When I'm



feeling sorry for Jack Swagger, it’'s a bad sign.

Ryback vs. Nick Nardone

Nardone is OVW Champion Jamin Olivencia. Before the match, Heyman talks
about Punk giving him all he could handle at Night of Champions, but only
one of them could come out on top. Ryback says Heyman doesn’t deserve to
be picked on by a bully like Punk, so he’s going to treat Nick like he’ll
treat Punk. It’'s a fifty second match with the Meat Hook and Shell Shock
ending Nardone, as you would expect.

Here’s Orton with something to say. He talks about Bryan and Armstrong
taking the title from him at Night of Champions, but that was 100% his
own fault. He never should have been in that position but he’s spent two
years repressing who he really is for the fans. Orton locked away the
Viper because that’'s what everyone wanted. But then Monday night on Raw,
HHH and Stephanie showed Orton what he really should be. We get a clip of
the attack on Miz from Raw, which Orton calls a warning to anyone who
gets in his path. At Battleground, he’s going to end the war with Daniel
Bryan and be his own WWE Champion.

Shield vs. Usos/Prime Time Players/Justin Gabriel/Zack Ryder/Kofi
Kingston/Rob Van Dam/Dolph Ziggler/Daniel Bryan/R-Truth

It’s 3-1, one man at a time, no tagging. Darren Young is first and it
goes exactly as you would expect with Reigns getting the pin via the
spear in 41 seconds. Titus 0’'Neil is in next and has a bit better luck by
throwing the smaller guys around a bit. Reigns runs him down though and
the big beatdown is on. Rollins grabs a guillotine with a body vice and
the beating continues. The TripleBomb ends 0’Neil at 1:57 (all times
total).

Dolph Ziggler is in third but he charges in like a nitwit too. Ziggler
speeds things up as fast as he can but Rollins and Dean finally get him

to the ground. Reigns gets to take his shots including a headbutt.



Ambrose takes too much time talking though and Dolph gets in some solid
offense, low bridging Reigns to the floor and hitting the Fameasser on
Seth. A Cactus Clothesline puts Ziggler and Ambrose on the floor for a
second but Rollins knees Ziggler to the floor. Reigns spears Ziggler down
and he can’t beat the count at 5:39.

Here’'s Kofi Kingston to try his luck but Rollins comes to meet him in the
aisle for some reason, allowing Kofi to snap the other twos’ necks across
the top rope. A quick Trouble in Paradise gets a near fall on Reigns but
the numbers catch up to Kofi. The bulldog driver gets rid of Kingston at
7:13. Rob Van Dam is in next and Reigns is still down.

A banged up Rollins and Ambrose jump Van Dam but he kicks both guys down
as things speed up. Ambrose is monkey flipped down and Reigns is kicked
back down to the floor. Rolling Thunder hits both Rollins and Ambrose at
the same time and Van Dam loads up the Five Star on Dean...as HHH comes
out to call the match off at about 9:00.

Rating: C. The non-finish hurt this a lot because I was starting to get
into it at the end. The idea of Shield fighting off everyone at once but
slowly getting beaten down made sense and felt like something out of a
video game. It was really doing a good job at building drama to seeing
how far anyone could get without getting beaten but the ending stopped it
cold.

Post break HHH yells at Vickie, asking what in the world she was
thinking. After what Vickie did tonight, ten more of them would revolt
next time, then ten more until we had a full scale revolt. Vickie says it
was good for business, but tonight needs to be about fair competition.
HHH demands Vickie to make the Usos/Daniel Bryan vs. the Shield,
therefore again making Bryan the focus of the show after saying for weeks

that there was no way we could have Bryan as the focus of the show.

The Raw ReBound covers the Dusty Rhodes story.



Ryder and Gabriel come in to see HHH and he gives them a match for no
apparent reason.

Zack Ryder/Justin Gabriel vs. Wyatt Family

Harper gives Ryder a freaky look to start but Zack fires off a forearm in
the corner. A big boot takes Ryder down for two as everything breaks
down. Gabriel is sent to the floor and Harper hits a buckle bomb on Ryder
followed by the discus lariat (JBL: “GOOD GOD!") for the pin at 1:12.

Bray hits Sister Abigail on Ryder post match and talks about keeping his
promises.

RVD has a banged up elbow but HHH comes in and gives him a world title
match against Del Rio at Battleground. HHH leaves and Del Rio comes in to
beat RVD down, including the low superkick. Cole thinks it’s odd that Del
Rio was right there at that given time.

R-Truth vs. Alberto Del Rio

Non-title again. Truth pounds away in the corner to start and gets two
off a suplex. The ax kick misses though and Del Rio hits a quick
Backstabber for two. Off to a reverse chinlock but Truth comes back with
some kicks to the ribs. The front suplex is good for two but Alberto hits
the corner enziguri for the same result. Truth rolls out of the
armbreaker and hits the ax kick for two, only to be caught with the low

superkick and the armbreaker for the submission at 3:34.

Rating: D+. This was about what you would expect out of these two. Truth
is a jobber to the stars anymore but at least we don’t have to put up
with his matches being set up by dancing anymore. Del Rio still has
nothing to his character other than being from Mexico as the money has
been phased out, keeping him as average of a heel as you can be.



Shield vs. Usos/Daniel Bryan

Bryan starts by firing off kicks in the corner to Rollins’ chest before
dropping a knee for two. Rollins tries the jumping knee but gets caught
in the surfboard instead. With the hold still mostly on it’'s Jey in off
the tag with a clothesline, only to get caught in the Shield corner and
punched by Ambrose. Jey comes back with a backdrop and brings in his
brother who gets two off a clothesline.

Off to a hammerlock but Dean fights into the corner, only to have Jey
come back in with a big chop for two. The Usos drop a double elbow for
two but Jey is driven into the Shield corner again for the tag off to
Reigns for some stomping. Jey stays out of trouble by pulling Roman into
the corner for the tag off to Bryan. Kicking abounds until Reigns takes
Daniel down with an elbow to the jaw and a tag off to rollins for a
chinlock. That goes nowhere as Daniel jawbreaks his way out and tags in

Jimmy.

Jimmy does about as well as a career tag team wrestler fighting off three
guys who have been defeating main eventers for over a year now as we take
a break. Back with Jimmy fighting out of a Rollins chinlock and making
the hot tag off to Jey. A few rooms of the house are cleaned but Rollins
enziguris him down, allowing for the real heat segment to begin.

Dean hits a running dropkick against the ropes and holds Jey in place for
a slingshot hilo, giving Rollins two. Back to Reigns for a jumping elbow
drop for two and we hit the chinlock. A huge clothesline gets two for
Roman and it’'s right back to the chinlock. Jey fights up again and fires
off right hands all around followed by a Bubba Bomb on Rollins. The hot
tag brings in Bryan for the real house cleaning by knocking Reigns and
Rollins to the floor.

Two running corner dropkicks set up a hurricanrana to Dean for two. Jimmy
dives over the top to take out Reigns and Jey does the same to Rollins.
Dean clotheslines Bryan down but gets caught in the YES Lock, right in



front of the ropes. Jey superkicks Ambrose into the running knee from
Bryan at 14:00 shown of 17:00.

Rating: B. This was the same thing that you’ve grown to expect from every
Shield match: great action, a bunch of saved near falls and a hot finish.
On top of that the Shield doesn’t lose anything here given that they were
coming in at a disadvantage. Good match here but did you really expect
anything else?

Overall Rating: C+. This was a hard one to grade. The gauntlet match was
really fun but it was pulled halfway through for some reason. A solid
main event helps of course and we got some story development, but this
show felt like it was over before it started. I'm not sure if that was a
good thing as only the gauntlet match felt like anything special. Still
though, fun show overall and a good use of two hours.

Results
AJ Lee b. Naomi — Black Widow
Santino Marella b. Jack Swagger — Backslide

Ryback b. Nick Nardone — Shell Shock

Shield vs. Usos/Prime Time Players/Justin Gabriel/Zack Ryder/Kofi
Kingston/Rob Van Dam/Dolph Ziggler/Daniel Bryan/R-Truth went to a no
contest

Wyatt Family b. Justin Gabriel/Zack Ryder — Discus lariat to Ryder
Alberto Del Rio b. R-Truth — Cross Armbreaker

Daniel Bryan/Usos b. Shield — Running knee to Ambrose

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new

book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:



And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

ROH Offering Death Before
Dishonor FREE Tonight

According to ROH'’s Facebook page, you can check out the show
for FREE tonight at gfl.tv. Apparently Go Fight Live has a
new streaming system and are offering the show for free to
demonstrate it. I heard about this just a few seconds ago and
this sounds legit to me. Tonight has the final four in the
tournament for the ROH World Title including the championship
match and you can’t do better than that for free. Check it
out if you have the time. The show starts at 8PM EST.

For reference sake, I’'ve had Elgin winning the title since the
brackets were announced.

WWE Lists Top 50 Entrance
Themes

No Demolition makes this a faulty list. 50. Tazz — “13”
49. Too Cool — “U Look Fly 2 Day”

48. Drew McIntyre — “Broken Dreams”

47. The Shield — “Special 0p”

46. Steve Blackman — “Drums in the Night”
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45. Prime Time Players — “Making Moves”
44. Maven — “Tatoo”

43. Ken Shamrock — “The Ultimate”

42. The Miz — “I Came To Play”

41. Jake “The Snake” Roberts — “Snake Bit”
40. Goldberg — “Invasion”

39. The Oddities — “0Oddities”

38. Brock Lesnar — “Next Big Thing”

37. Vader — “Mastodon”

36. Sheamus — “Written in my Face”

35. Legion of Doom — “What a Rush”

34. The Wyatt Family — “Live in Fear”

33. Booker T — “Rap Sheet”

32. C.M. Punk — “Cut of Personality”

31. Christian — “At Last”

30. Big Show — “Crank It Up”

29. Evolution — “Line in the Sand”

28. Mankind — “Wreck”

27. John Cena — “Basic Thuganomics”

26. Goldust — “Gold Lust”

25. Batista — “Walk Alone”

24. Mr. Perfect — “Perfection”

23. Mark Henry — “Some Bodies Gonna Get It”
22. Dusty Rhodes — “Common Man Boogie”

21. C.M. Punk — “This Fire Burns”

20. D Generation-X — “Are You Ready?”

19. Chris Jericho — “Break the Walls Down”
18. Ultimate Warrior — “Unstable”

17. Randy Savage — “Pomp and Circumstance”
16. Kurt Angle — “Medal”

15. John Cena — “The Time is Now”

14. “The Million Dollar Man” Ted Dibiase — “It’'s All
Money”

13. Kane — “Burned”

12. Honky Tonk Man — “Cool, Cocky, Bad.”
11. The Brood — “Blood”

10. Randy Orton — “Voices”

About

the



. Shawn Michaels — “Sexy Boy”

. Triple H — “The Game”

. Ric Flair “Also Sprach Zatathustra”

. The Rock — “Electrifying”

. The Undertaker — “Graveyard Symphony”

. Mr. McMahon — “No Chance in Hell”

. Edge — “Metalingus”

“Stone Cold” Steve Austin — “Hell Frozen Over”
. Hulk Hogan — “Real American”
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Music used to be SO much better.

Thought of the Day: We Need A
Good 0ld Fashioned Masked Man

Not 1Llike Kane, but rather.. I mean a guy in a mask who runs in
and messes with stuff until running off again. 1It'’s been used
for decades and works quite well every time. There are a
bunch of simple stories like that which can do wonders for the
booking, but instead we get the same four ideas or so (how
many times can we have the corrupt authority figure, the guy
wanting RESPECT and turning heel as a result, “tough love” or
the automatic rematch clause? How often do we get anything
beyond an offshoot of one of those ideas?) with people caring
less and less each time.

Use some old ideas and freshen things up a bit.
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Interesting note: apparently I wrote this up back in May and
hit save to draft instead of publish. I never have been the
best tech guy.

Impact Wrestling — September
19, 2013: Dixie...Just No.

Impact Wrestling
Date: September 19, 2013
Location: Chaifetz Arena, St. Louis, Missouri

Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

We're officially heading towards Bound For Glory with AJ Styles as the #1
contender to Bully Ray’s title. The main story for tonight though is AJ
having something to say to Dixie Carter’'s face, which sounds to me like a
war is about to start. Other than that we’re likely to get the start of
the build towards Bound For Glory, which isn’t really clear aside from
the world title. Let’'s get to it.

Magnus is annoyed that he lost last week when Roode comes up to say it
was all the Brit’s fault. EGO comes in and beats Magnus down.

We recap last week’s events.

Here’'s Magnus to get us going. He talks about being sore from the end of
the Bound For Glory Series, but the only thing he can think about is EGO.
Magnus thinks the crowd wants nothing to do with them because this is

Mafia country. He issues an open challenge to Kaz, Daniels or Roode for a
fight right now. Kaz hits the ring but gets stomped down into the corner,
only to have Daniels come in from behind to start the double team. Magnus
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fights them both off and stomps Daniels, only to have Roode make it 3-1.
Sting and Joe come out for the save, followed by Sting making a six man
tag for later tonight.

Video on AJ vs. Magnus from last week.

Chris Sabin congratulates Manik on challenging Hardy while talking down
to him at the same time.

Manik vs. Jeff Hardy

Non-title. Sabin and Velvet Sky come out to watch the match. Feeling out
process to start with both guys working on a wristlock. They head to the
outside with Hardy hitting a clothesline off the apron before missing the
slingshot dropkick back inside. Manik drops Hardy into 619 position
before hitting a dropkick to the side of the head to take him down. A
missile dropkick misses though and Jeff comes back with the Whisper in
the Wind for two. Manik hits a fireman’s carry into a kick to Jeff’s head
for two of his own but Jeff blocks a neckbreaker out of the corner.
There's the Twist and the Swanton pins Manik at 4:00.

Rating: C. I might be alone in this, but I don’t get the appeal of Manik.
He’s not bad or anything but I don’t see the huge appeal of what he does.
I won’t say he’s generic in the ring or anything like that, but I've yet
to be excited when I hear he’s on the card. Also did we really need to
see him get beaten clean in four minutes? At least it was to a bigger
star though.

Post match Hardy shakes Manik’s hand but Sabin turns heel by jumping
Manik from behind.

Dixie has no comment on AJ.

Sabin says Manik is disrespectful and that no one can fill his shoes.



He’'s going to make the fans respect him.

Knockouts Title: ODB vs. Mickie James

Mickie is defending. ODB easily turns back a sneak attack and pounds away
on Mickie but gets dropkicked down for two. Mickie charges into an elbow
in the corner but she pulls ODB down off the middle rope to take over. A
spear puts Mickie down for two more and there’s the fall away slam to
send Mickie to the floor. She wants a timeout but trips ODB up, catching
her inside the ring skirt as we take a break.

Back with Mickie getting two off a neckbreaker and catching a charging
ODB with a boot to the jaw. A hurricanrana out of the corner is countered
into an ODB powerbomb to put both girls down. They slug it out with ODB
taking over and putting Mickie down with a clothesline. Back up and a
suplex is good for two on the champion but she catches ODB with a
spinning kick to the face to take over again. Mickie loads up a tornado
DDT out of the corner, only to have ODB counter it into the Bam for the
pin and the title at 10:55.

Rating: C-. The match was ok but how many times can we have the same
pairings over and over again in this division? Mickie is apparently
leaving after this match, so who in the world is ODB supposed to fight
now? Velvet? Brooke? Are either of them even active wrestlers at this
point?

Eric Young and Joseph Park (sipping chocolate milk) come out to celebrate
but the Bro Mans have something to say. Robbie calls it the weirdest
threeway in history but Joseph Park goes off on them, saying they’re
embarrassments. If he wasn’t wearing a suit right now, he’d be ready for
a fight. Eric says he’s not in a suit so let’s have a match.

Eric Young vs. Robbie E




Eric wins in 6 seconds with a rollup.

Robbie wants Park and calls him an unpleasant name, ticking Joseph off.
The match is after a break.

Robbie E vs. Joseph Park

Park wins in 6 seconds with a rollup.

The Bro Mans beat up Eric and send Park into the steps, blood is drawn,
Park goes Abyss and cleans house. Park really should see a doctor about
how easily he bleeds. That can’t be good.

Video on Bully Ray vs. Anderson from last week with Anderson being
piledriven on the stage to write him off TV.

We look at AJ vs. Magnus again.

Here are the Aces and 8's for the first time tonight. Brooke is in chaps,
half a swimsuit and is being pulled along by a chain. Not exactly PG but
it’s working to say the least. Ray says this is a great night, even
though Anderson isn’t there. The champ asks the people if they know who
he is. He’s Bully Ray if you weren’t clear, and there’s nothing anyone

can do about it.

Ray says he has to thank someone special, which winds up being Brooke. He
couldn’t have kept the title without her but the guys aren’t happy with
that idea. Wes and Garrett complain about this because they’ve been with
Ray since day one. Ever since Brooke came along, the champ’s priorities
have been way out of whack. Ray says he loves Bischoff but shoves him
into the corner, telling him to never stand up to Ray again. If they
stand up to him again, Ray will slap them in the face.

Knux asks if that goes for him too because he’s been here for a year and



a half. Ray has a big mouth and maybe Knux is the man to shut it for him.
After a year and a half they had 25 members or so but now it’'s just 4.
The club is falling apart and for what? Club business? It’s been Bully
Ray business for a year because Ray is breaking the first rule of the
club: bros before hoes. Ray shoves Knux away but bails when Knux steps up
to him.

Sting says the Mafia is down to three with Angle gone and Rampage
training, so Magnus needs to stay focused. Joe says it'’s time for revenge
and Magnus is ready to go.

Chavo Guerrero/Hernandez vs. Gunner/James Storm

If Chavo/Hernandez win, they get a title shot, presumably at BFG. Chavo
says he isn’t cleared to wrestle tonight so it’s Hernandez against Gunner
instead.

Hernandez vs. Gunner

Hernandez runs Gunner over to start and drapes him ribs first over the
top rope. The over the shoulder backbreaker gets two on Gunner and
Hernandez hits the run down the running dive from the ramp to the ring
for two. Gunner counters a suplex into a slingshot suplex to put
Hernandez down again. A slam puts SuperMex down and Sheamus’ Irish Curse
(Rock Bottom backbreaker) is good for the pin for Gunner at 4:17.

Rating: D+. This wasn’t awful actually but I have zero interest in seeing
Chavo and Hernandez on the same planet, let alone on the same team, ever
again. They’'re just not interesting at all and they never have been.
Nothing much to see here, but it would imply another team gets the shot
at BFG, thank goodness.

EGO vs. Main Event Mafia




Daniels pounds away on Joe in the corner to start but charges into a Rock
Bottom out of the corner. Off to Kazarian who has about as much luck with
Joe chopping him into the corner and walking away from the cross body out
of the corner. Magnus gets the tag and hits a modified Hart Attack for
two on Kaz. Sting comes in and sends Kaz into the steps as the dominance
continues. An atomic drop has Kaz in trouble but EGO double teams to take
over as we go to a break.

Back with Sting fighting out of a headlock but getting clotheslined down
for two. Daniels hooks a chinlock and stops a Sting comeback, allowing a
slingshot legdrop from Kaz to get two. We get the always fun spot of
Sting powering over to the corner but EGO distracting the referee so the
tag isn’t seen, keeping Sting in trouble. Sting finally gets over for the
hot tag and brings in Magnus as house is cleaned.

Sting is back in to take out Bad Intentions with a double clothesline but
Roode grabs a DDT to put him back down. Joe comes in with his snap mare
to set up Magnus’ elbow for two as Daniels save. I actually thought that
was it. Joe hits the suicide elbow to take out Kaz but Daniels’ charge is
caught in a Sting backdrop. The Stinger Splash sets up the Deathlock,
only to have Roode grab the ball bat. Magnus takes the shot for Sting,
allowing Roode to get the pin at 14:30.

Rating: C+. This started off looking like it was a thrown on main event
but there were some awesome false finishes in there that had me actually
surprised. The two stables fighting up to BFG is better than what it
could have been with Mafia vs. Aces, but I don’t like them pushing the

idea of Magnus being on a losing streak. That's a step backwards for him.

Here's AJ's big speech to Dixie. He talks about how he’s been here since
day one to try to make this an alternative for people who wanted to see
wrestling. Then one day Dixie Carter’s dad bought her a wrestling company
with no experience or effort at all. Then Dixie started bringing in MMA
guys and people who wanted a two year vacation before going back to where
they came from.



It’s because of stuff like that that people like Alex Shelley, Jay Lethal
and Low Ki aren’t here anymore and it’s why the X-Division guys have all
left. Not that it matters as no one in the back respects Dixie anyway.
Despite what the internet says, he doesn’t have a contract right now.
There’s one guy of the TNA originals left and he’s going to win the world
title at Bound For Glory so he can make Dixie Carter beg and then pay.

This brings out a sad Dixie who says AJ must mean everything he says. As
president of the company, she has to be accountable to everyone from the
investors to the fans to AJ. She owes him an apology...for letting him
stay around as long as she did. He’s just a fish in a pond that’s way too
big for him and the Phenomenal One is a marketing gimmick she created.

She can’t remember the last five star match AJ had and with everything
he’s done in front of and behind the camera, he’s lucky to even be the
marginal one. Without Dixie’s dad’s paycheck, AJ would be living in a
trailer. She owns the house that AJ Styles built and he’'s lucky to have
ever played in it. Dixie goes to leave and AJ tells her to put the mic
where it belongs. She grabs a headset and says cut off his mic and cut
the lights because the show is over at 10:58.

Overall Rating: C. This show started the build for Bound For Glory which
is a good thing as there was only one match established. However, the
Dixie stuff makes me cringe as it looks like it sets up a power struggle
between Hogan and Dixie which is about as uninteresting an idea as I can
think of. Still though, some good stuff here tonight mixed with story
development is a good thing so this show passes well enough.

Results

Jeff Hardy b. Manik — Swanton Bomb

ODB b. Mickie James — The Bam

Eric Young b. Robbie E — Rollup

Joseph Park b. Robbie E — Rollup



Gunner b. Hernandez — Rock Bottom backbreaker

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

TNA Weekly PPV #15: Shades of
WCW

TNA Weekly PPV #15
Date: October 2, 2002
Location: Tennessee State Fairgrounds Arena, Nashville, Tennessee

Commentators: Don West, Mike Tenay

We’'re back here after a long absence on my part for two more of these
things. The main stories tonight are AJ getting an X Division Title shot
and what looks to be a tag match between Sean Waltman/BG James/Scott Hall
vs. Brian Lawler/Jeff Jarrett/Elix Skipper. The company still isn’t all
that interesting but maybe things will pick up soon. Let’s get to it.

After Tenay runs down the card to start, here are BG James and Syxx-Pac
to open things up. BG is here tonight to take care of business but he
wants to talk some smack first. They’ve done that before though, but it’s
a new day here in TNA. Gay jokes abound and BG wants to fight Jarrett and
Elix Skipper right now. James rhymes a lot and says that if Ron Killings
is the future of wrestling, the future is grim. Killings may be the
future, but BG and Syxx are the past and present.

Waltman says Low Ki isn’t ready for a match against Killings tonight
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because it should go to one of them. Both BG and Syxx want Killings, more
commonly known as the Suntan Superman. BG says they’re white Kryptonite
and says the theme from Cops, asking what Killings is going to do when
they come for him. Here'’s Killings (world champion) to say he thinks the
two of them are crazy. Truth says they want the title and the fans chant
overrated. Killings makes racial references to set Pac off, who wants a
fight right now.

This brings out Jeff Jarrett who wants to know where Scott Hall is for
the six man tag tonight. BG says Hall isn’t here but Jarrett has no
business complaining about anyone. Jeff says we’ll make the six man a
handicap match, allowing Skipper and Lawler to come in through the crowd
for the beatdown. The good guys clear the ring and stand tall in just a
few seconds though.

Tenay talks about new cable providers carrying TNA.
The announcers run down the card for a few moments.

Amazing Red vs. Shark Boy

The fans are behind Sharky as we get a technical sequence to start. Elix
Skipper jumps in on commentary, ranting about being taken out of the main
event. The main event is now BG/Syxx-Pac vs. Jarrett/Lawler. Shark Boy
works on the leg for a bit and gets two off a neckbreaker. Mortimer
Plumtree, generic corporate manager, is watching from the stage. A one
knee Codebreaker puts Red down and a missile dropkick is good for two. In
a surprising power display, Shark Boy gorilla presses Red out to the
floor.

Shark Boy dives onto him to keep the crowd fired up as Skipper keeps
ranting about giving someone a beatdown. Red can’t quite avoid a second
dive but a third one sends Sharky into the announce table to give Red
control. Back in and Red hits a BIG flip dive, nearly missing Shark Boy
at the same time.

Both guys head back inside with Shark Boy hitting a middle rope
Jackhammer of all things for two. Red comes right back with a middle rope
neckbreaker for two of his own. A nice Dead Sea Drop (Diamond Dust) gets



a delayed two on Red but a second attempt is countered into a reverse
DDT. Red goes up for a quick twisting moonsault and a standing shooting
star for the pin.

Rating: C. Take two guys and let them fly around for awhile. Red may fly
higher, but he was definitely the sloppier of the two. Shark Boy is much
better in the ring than he was given credit for as he’s mainly known as a
gimmick guy. The fans were into it though and that’s the point of an
opener.

Post match Skipper comes in and lays Red out. Security is beaten up too.

Video on Ron Killings vs. Jerry Lynn from last week, setting up Killings'’

war with the X-Division.

Low Ki wants a piece of Syxx-Pac, even though he has a world title match
tonight. He'’s ready for Killings and is taking the title tonight. Heaven
help us if he does.

We’'re supposed to have a #1 contenders match for the tag titles but
here’s Ron Killings to interrupt. He wants to know what Low Ki is smoking
and thinks there’s a conspiracy. Truth demands the match right now so
here’s the challenger.

NWA World Title: Low Ki vs. Ron Killings

Killings throws him around to start but Low Ki takes out the leg to send
Truth to the floor. Low Ki follows him out but gets sent into the
barricade over and over. Ki comes back with a kick and climbs onto the
barricade, only to be kicked in the jaw, sending him into the crowd. They
fight up to the stage with Low Ki sending Truth into the cages by the
entrance. Truth whips him into the side of the ramp and crushes Low Ki

with an anvil case to take over.

We head back into the ring with Truth getting a pair of two counts and
stomping Low Ki down into the corner. An ax kick puts Low Ki down for two
as Plumtree is watching again. Truth cranks on the arms but but Low Ki
comes back with something like a Pele kick. The comeback doesn’t work
though as Truth pounds him down in the corner again. Another kick to the



face puts Truth down again for two as the fans are entirely behind the
bald guy.

Low Ki fires off more kicks but walks into something like a Downward
Spiral before it’s back to a double armbar. This hasn’t been all that
interesting so far. A powerslam puts Low Ki down for two but Truth misses
a 450 to give Low Ki an opening. Low Ki hits a spinning springboard kick
to the face but can’t make a cover. A running forearm gets two on Truth
and it’s off to a Dragon Sleeper on the ropes but it only lasts a few
seconds.

Back up and Truth takes it to the corner for a kneeling Muscle Buster,
good for two. Low Ki blocks a Stunner and hooks the Dragon Sleeper again,
only to have Truth fight out a few seconds later. Truth goes up but gets
caught by an enziguri, crotching him on the top. Low Ki goes up for a
superplex but gets caught in a sitout front superplex to retain the
title.

Rating: C. This picked up a good bit at the end but I couldn’t get into
it for the most part. Truth is just kind of there at the moment as
champion and the war against the X-Division isn’t doing much for me. Low
Ki isn’t a guy I care for most of the time and the title never felt like
it was in jeopardy here.

Post match a guy dressed all in white comes in and beats down Truth.
Tenay hypes NWA house shows.

Spanish Announce Team vs. Flying Elvises

The SAT’s are Joel and Jose Maximo and the Elvises are Jimmy Yang and
Jorge Estrada. The winners of this get a tag title shot in a week. Joel
takes Estrada down and hits a dropkick to the side of the head for two.
Estrada comes back with something resembling a Stunner for two and it's
off to Yang. Both Maximos come in and get caught by spinwheel kicks to
keep the Elvises in control. Joel gets in a shot to the face and makes
the tag off to Jose who gets two off a suplex.

Back to Estrada who takes over on Jose as Plumtree is watching yet again.



The Maximos hit a double dropkick for two on the now legal Yang as this
match is falling apart. Joel and Jose hit a bad looking sequence with a
dropkick each into a sitout powerbomb by Jose for two. Yang comes back
with a great looking moonsault press for two as Sonny Siaki is watching
from the ramp as well.

Yang enziguris Jose down and it’s hot tag to Estrada who suplexes Joel
down and gets two off a Lionsault. Jorge misses a guillotine legdrop and
everything breaks down. Yang clotheslines Jose into a sunset flip for two
and here’s Siaki on the apron for a tag. Jorge goes to tag him but Siaki
drops to the floor, allowing the Maximos to hit a Doomsday DDT for the
pin and the title shot.

Rating: D. This was a huge mess and not a good sign for either team. It
was a bad looking spotfest with no flow to it whatsoever, but that’s no
excuse for the match to be bad. Red and Shark Boy had the same kind of

match to open the show but it was light years better than this mess.

Jerry Lynn jumps Siaki in the back for costing him the world title shot.
AJ Styles comes in to help Siaki in a double team. They throw Lynn into
an anvil case and AJ dances on top of it. It’'s as disturbing as it

sounds.

Sonny Siaki vs. David Young

Young is most famous for losing something like 100 straight matches.
Siaki scores with right hands but gets slammed down and backdropped for
his troubles. Sonny bails to the floor for a bit, only to have his face
slammed into the apron. Young, a decent sized guy, hits an Asai Moonsault
followed by a hurricanrana back inside for two. Siaki comes back with
something resembling a slam into a Diamond Cutter for two to take over as
the match slows down.

Young is tied up in the Tree of Woe for a running shoulder to the ribs
for two as Siaki is in control. David grabs a quick northern lights
suplex for two but Sonny takes him right back down with a standing flip
legdrop for two of his own. Sonny suplexes him into the corner for two
but Young comes back with a spinebuster, apparently his finisher, for no

cover. Instead David goes up and misses a moonsault, allowing Siaki to



hit the Money Clip (reverse Cross Rhodes) for the pin.

Rating: D+. Nothing special here as Siaki is much better on the mic
instead of in the ring. The problem is without the Elvis bit, Siaki is
really just a generic heel with nothing all that special in the ring.
Young was a guy with a look and some nice high spots but he doesn’t have
that it factor that makes you want to watch him. Nothing match but it
wasn’t bad.

We get a far too dramatic video on last week’s tag title tables match.

Ron Harris and his new partner Ashley Hudson, an Aussie that I’ve never
heard of before, say they’ll win the titles. Ron tells his brother Don to
remember their pact.

Taqg Titles: America’s Most Wanted vs. Ron Harris/Ashley Hudson

Oh jeez Storm has guns now. Hudson starts with Storm in a slap off
followed by a chase scene around the ring. Back in and Storm slaps Hudson
in the back of the head before it’s off to Chris Harris for some double
teaming. We get Harris vs. Harris, only to have Storm hit a missile
dropkick on Ron followed by a high cross body from Chris for two. Chris
spears the legal Hudson down before bringing Storm back in to pound away

in the corner.

Hudson finally comes back with a clothesline to bring in Ron for some
corner stomping. Some running clotheslines have Storm in trouble before
it's back to Hudson for some choking. Back to Ron for a big boot and a
side slam but Storm avoids a charge in the corner. Hot tag brings in
Chris as everything breaks down. The Catatonic (spin out Rock Bottom)
gets two on Hudson but Ron accidentally kicks Hudson down, giving Storm
the pin.

Rating: D. This was long and dull. I don’t know what the appeal of Ron
Harris and whatever partner of the week he has is, but just get us to the
Harris Brothers reunion so no one can care about it and we can move on.
AMW is good but they’re the only decent team in the tag division and it's
really showing.



Post match Ron beats Hudson and Chris Harris down. Don Harris comes out
to break up the fight and stares his brother down before punching him in
the face to stop Ron.

Jerry Lynn is banged up.

X-Division Title: Jerry Lynn vs. AJ Styles

Jerry is defending and this is a ladder match. AJ goes right for the bad
neck with forearms and a snap across the top rope to take over. Jerry
comes back with a dropkick but is easily taken down by a neckbreaker.
It’s ladder time with AJ laying Jerry on top of the steel for a slingshot
hilo. The ladder is catapulted into Jerry’s face but AJ wants a chair
instead of the title. Jerry dropkicks him off the apron before baseball
sliding the ladder into AJ’'s face for good measure.

Lynn’s climb for the belt is quickly stopped so he shoves the ladder
straight into AJ’s head to put him down. The ladder is set up in the
corner but AJ counters a whip to send Jerry into the steel. Jerry blocks
a tornado DDT off the ladder but AJ slams him down and climbs the ladder,
only to get taken down by a sunset bomb. A clothesline puts AJ down as
the Plumtree stuff continues. AJ comes back with a Death Valley Driver
into the ladder and a springboard legdrop to crush the bad neck even

more.

Styles goes up but Jerry easily pulls him back down as Sonny Siaki comes
back down to ringside. The distraction lets AJ break up a climb attempt
and both guys are down again. AJ dropkicks Jerry down off the ladder and
the fans are getting into this again. Styles bridges the ladder between
the ring and the barricade but Lynn escapes a slam and suplexes AJ onto
the ladder.

Back inside again and Jerry goes up, only to have AJ shove the ladder
over, sending Jerry into the referee. They fight over a chair until Jerry
sweeps AJ’s leg out and hits a Fameasser onto the chair. AJ is busted
open and Lynn pounds at the cut with a violence you don’'t often see from
him. Jerry still can’t get the title down though as AJ tries a powerbomb,

only to have the champion counter into a hurricanrana.



Both guys slowly climb up and they slug it out on top with Lynn hitting
something like a suplex to take both guys down. Jerry goes up again but
this time he catches a diving AJ with a midair clothesline. Lynn climbs
the corner but has to dive onto Siaki instead of staying on Styles. AJ
hits a huge springboard dive to take Jerry out, landing almost entirely
on Lynn’s neck. AJ goes up and pulls down the title to win.

Rating: B. Another good match between these guys but they need to move on
to someone else. They’re on the verge of losing their heat as the people
are going to start getting bored. At the end of the day, you can only
have good matches like this for so long before the quality starts to
slip. Still though, good stuff and it opens a new feud with Siaki for
Jerry.

Post match Lynn goes for Siaki but AJ and Sonny beat him down. The rest
of the X-Division makes the save. Bob Armstrong comes out to say that
Jerry gets the title back because of the interference. There’s going to
be another ladder match with AJ getting yet another shot. That’'s totally
bogus as there are no DQ’'s in ladder matches, meaning AJ broke no rules.

Don West hypes up next week’s show. Chris Rock will be here next week

filming parts of Head of State.

Jeff Jarrett/Brian Lawler vs. Syxx-Pac/BG James

Before the match BG does Scott Hall’s hey yo to a modest reaction at
best. BG rambles about payback and Pac says he’s going to take Lawler’s
woman but if Lawler wins, he can watch Pac and the girlfriend. After that
nonsense, it’s time for the main event that almost no one cares about.
Naturally it’s a huge brawl before anyone gets in the ring with people

being rammed into various objects.

We finally start with Pac vs. Jarrett in the ring and there’s even a
referee now. Jarrett takes over with a nice dropkick but Pac comes back
with a spinwheel kick to the jaw. Jeff gets up a boot in the corner and
it's off to Lawler. The fans chant Jerry’s Kid which applies to either
Jarrett or Lawler. Pac clotheslines Lawler down and brings in BG for some
finger bending (seriously) and right hands. A Jarrett distraction allows

Lawler to superkick BG down, followed by some fish hooking of BG’'s jaws.



There’s a bulldog for two on James and Lawler demands that April watch.
Brian pounds in right hands to BG's head but a second bulldog attempt
results in Lawler being crotched in the corner. Hot tag brings in Pac to
clean house, including a sitout powerbomb for two on Jarrett. Both heels
get Bronco Busters but the X-Factor to Lawler is badly botched. Cue Elix
Skipper to lay Pac out, giving Lawler two.

Jeff hooks a sleeper on Pac but it’s only good for two arm drops. Pac
hooks a sleeper of his own but gets sent into the ropes for the break. A
double clothesline takes the heels down and it’s back to BG. House 1is
cleaned and everything breaks down with BG pinning Lawler with the
pumphandle slam.

Rating: D+. This was the usual from these guys: nothing special and the
fans don’t care about them for the most part. I'm not even sure why most
of these guys are fighting in the first place. I believe Jarrett
disrespected BG’'s dad and that’s about it. No one cares about Lawler and
the reactions confirm that theory. It’s not a horrible match but it
didn’t help the story at all.

Post match Skipper comes in for the 3-2 beatdown but Amazing Red and the
SATs come out for the save. It’s a huge brawl with Killings coming out as
well to help the heels to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. Well I've seen worse, but that’s not something you
want to hear about a company that’s not even four months old yet. There’s
a lot of WCW in this company: the stuff in the middle and the bottom of
the card is good but the main event stuff doesn’t do much for anyone.
Still though, this went by relatively quickly and they’re setting up
stuff for the future which is a good sign. Not a bad show here.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



NXT — September 18, 2013: The
Most Fun I’'ve Had In Months

NXT

Date: September 18, 2013

Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tom Phillips, Alex Riley

There isn’t much to say after last week’s show. The main story is still
Zayn chasing a title shot with Bo Dallas but Bo coming up with excuse
after excuse. Last week was the first bad show NXT has produced in a long
time so hopefully this show can pick things way up in quality. Let’s get
to it.

Welcome Home.

Sami Zayn vs. Curt Hawkins

Hawkins takes him into the corner to start but hides in the ropes. Sami
hooks a hammerlock and some armdrags before chopping away in the corner.
Zayn drives in right hands in the corner and gets some near falls off
rollups. We hit a chinlock on Hawkins but Curt takes over with a basic
slam. An elbow drop and a knifeedge chop get two each and we hit a
chinlock on Sami.

Back up and Sami scores with a leg lariat for two, making Curt begging
for mercy. Zayn is sent to the apron and rammed face first into the post
as we take a break. Back with Curt getting two off a suplex and hitting
another chinlock. Hawkins trips Zayn down to stop a comeback and we hit
chinlock number three. Back up and there’s a double clothesline to put
both guys down.
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They fire off simultaneous right hands with Sami taking over via a
dropkick. A high cross body gets two for Sami as Riley talks about how
Sami must be 2251bs before saying Sami is 1801lbs at most. He was
announced at 1921bs but that’s probably too far back for Riley to
remember. Hawkins hits something resembling a Pele kick for two and an
Impaler DDT gets the same. Back up and Hawkins hits a freaky looking
throw (something resembling an Angle Slam with Sami’s leg around Curt’s
head) for two, only to have Sami kick his head off and walk up the corner
for the tornado DDT and the pin at 11:18 shown of 14:18.

Rating: C+. This was an interesting match as Hawkins had nothing for the
nearly the first ten minutes (three chinlocks should tell you something)
but he turned it way up in the last bit to make up for it. I'm not sure
what more Sami can do in developmental other than winning the title and
having a quick run and moving up to the main roster. The guy clearly
knows what he’s doing and can hang with anyone. Nice stuff here and the

fans love them some Sami.

Aiden English asks for a spotlight. He says he’s the only legitimate
artiste to cross over into this industry. English sings a promo about
facing and defeating everyone he faces, even defeating their “fancy pants

and technical maneuvers”. Not a horrible voice either.

Aiden English vs. Michael Cuellari

Cuellari is more famous as QT Marshall in ROH. English shoves him into
the corner and sings a bit before shoving Michael down. A big clothesline
and some right hands have Cuellari in trouble and a cobra clutch into
Matt Hardy’'s Side Effect is good for the pin on Michael at 1:25. I’'ve
seen worse than English

English demands a spotlight and sings an encore.

Bo Dallas is very excited about his new Bo Dallas Hotline, currently

testing in Bo-Livia. He thought Zayn’'s win was nifty but wonders how much



a win over Hawkins means. Good point actually. Bo says he might have a
say in who gets a title shot and he’ll make said announcement next week.

HHH also has an announcement next week.

There’'s a tag team turmoil match next week for the #1 contendership.

Tyler Breeze/Ascension/Leo Kruger vs. CJ Parker/Xavier Woods/Corey

Graves/Adrian Neville

Graves and Neville are tag team champions. That'’s quite the packing of
several feuds into one match. Entrances alone take up about seven
minutes. Neville takes Victor down by the arm to start before bringing in
Graves. Parker and Woods get in their own shots to the arm before it’s
back to Neville for a top rope ax handle to the arm. Some good old
fashioned hair pulling takes Adrian into the corner for a tag off to

Kruger, only to have his arm pulled on as well.

All four good guys work on Leo’s arm with Neville again staying in longer
than anyone. Woods and Parker both come in off the ropes to work on the

arm as we’re on about the 12" tag in three minutes. Graves hooks an
armbar to slow things down a bit as the fans want to see the tagging
cycle again. Kruger finally pulls him over to the heel corner for the tag
off to 0’'Brian, even though the fans want Breeze. Back to Leo for a
pounding in the corner before it’s back to Victor to work on the ribs.

Graves rolls away from a charging Kruger to bring Woods back in. The
Honor Roll sends Leo to the floor and the heels have a meeting but Parker
and Graves hit baseball slides followed by planchas from Woods and
Neville. We take a break and come back with Victor cranking on Woods'’
arms to slow things down a bit. Back to Kruger as Breeze still hasn’t
been into the match yet.

0’'Brian and Leo take turns stomping away in the corner until it’s off to



Breeze for the pop of the night. Tyler hits a single right hand, gets
punched in the ribs and bails to the corner for a tag. Fans: “THAT WAS
AWESOME!” Leo hooks a chinlock on Xavier to calm things down a bit but a
jawbreaker gets him out. It’s back to Breeze for some knee drops but

again a single shot to the ribs sends him running off to Conor for a tag.

Woods gets caught in a bodyscissors but it’'s back to Breeze. Tyler’s
suplex is countered into one by Xavier, allowing for the hot tag to
Parker. CJ cleans house and gets two off a side kick as everything breaks
down. Conor misses a splash in the corner but catches CJ in the flapjack.
The fans want Breeze though, only to have Parker throw Tyler off at two.
Parker gets all fired up as Breeze’'s partners walk out, allowing all of
the good guys to hit Breeze in the face. Fans: “NOT IN THE FACE!!!” The
Red Arrow gets the pin on Breeze at 13:00 shown of 16:00.

Rating: B-. This wasn’t a classic or even very good, but it was such a
fun match that it was hard to not like it. Breeze is so goofy and over
the top that the fans have made him the flavor of the month. Ascension
vs. Graves/Neville should be fun for a power vs. speed match and Woods
vs. Kruger was fine. Really fun stuff here.

The winners all pose over Breeze to end the show.

Overall Rating: B+. I had a great time with this show. They didn’t take
anything too seriously and the main event was done perfectly with the
Breeze stuff stealing the show. Aiden English is something that has
potential and I got fifteen minutes of Sami Zayn. What more can you
possibly need out of an hour long TV show?

Results

Sami Zayn b. Curt Hawkins — Tornado DDT

Aiden English b. Michael Cuellari — Corba clutch side slam

CJ Parker/Xavier Woods/Adrian Neville/Corey Graves b. Ascension/Tyler



Breeze/Leo Kruger — Red Arrow to Breeze

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Monday Nitro - April 28,
1998: More Is Awful

Monday Nitro #138
Date: April 28, 1998

Location: Norfolk Scope, Norfolk, Virginia

Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Mike Tenay, Bobby Heenan, Larry Zbyszko

Back with the second and third hours of this week’s show, taped just
after the first hour and airing on Tuesday. The main story for tonight is
Bret explaining exactly why he helped Hogan win the world title. Other
than that nothing has been announced but after all the angle advancement
we had last night, odds are tonight will be wrestling heavy. Let’s get to
it.

Opening sequence.

The announcers chat for a bit before looking at Bret giving Hogan the
title eight days ago.
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Disco Inferno vs. Chris Benoit

Benoit stomps away to start and fires off chops and headbutts in the
corner. More chops and a hard suplex put Disco down and a hard elbow to
the face gets two. Benoit hits a pair of rolling suplexes but Disco
blocks the third into an atomic drop to take over. Inferno stomps him
down in the corner and gets two off a swinging neckbreaker. Disco hits a
middle rope forearm to the back of the head for another near fall and we
hit the chinlock. Benoit rolls away from an elbow as the fans are
surprisingly interested in this. A release German suplex puts Disco down
and the Swan Dive into the Crossface get the submission.

Rating: C-. Not a bad little match here with Benoit looking good. The
crowd responded really strong to Benoit and the Crossface which continues
to make you wonder why it took so long to push him. Disco is much better
in the ring than he’s given credit for as he looked perfectly fine out
there.

Video on Jericho’s trophy case run and how the fans are becoming

Jericholics.

Cruiserweight Title: Chris Jericho vs. Psychosis

Jericho comes out to Dean Malenko’'s music and does a great caricature of
Dean, complete with slicked back hair tied in a bun to make it look short
and wringing his wrists. He even talks in a deep voice for a second
before whining that he wants to go home. Referee Scott Dickinson yells at
Jericho until Chris takes the belt off so the match can begin. Jericho
takes him down with a shoulder block to start but Psychosis comes back

with kicks and chops to take over.

A quick Liontamer attempt is countered into a rollup for two but Jericho
elbows him in the face to take over. Some chops and kicks in the corner
have Psychosis in trouble and elbow drops are good for two. Jericho’s

charge in the corner misses and he falls to the floor, allowing Psychosis



to hit a big flip dive to the floor. Back in and Jericho comes right back
with a release German suplex but Psychosis breaks up the Lionsault. The
guillotine legdrop with Jericho in the ropes is good for two but a top
rope Frankensteiner is countered into the Liontamer to retain Chris’
title.

Rating: C-. The high spots were nice here but the ending was a bit
sloppy. Psychosis was a good choice as the cruiserweight jobber to the
stars as he had enough wins to be viewed as a decent threat but he was
never going to win anything of note. Nice match here for the most part
but it was nothing special.

Nitro Girls.

Barbarian vs. Rocco Rock

Barbarian throws him into the corner to start and powerslams Rocco down
for no cover. Rocco slides through the legs but a middle rope ax handle
has no effect. Instead he goes after the legs but Rocco has to beat up
Jimmy Hart. Not that it matters as Hugh Morrus sneaks in and lays out
Rocco, only to have Johnny Grunge come in to beat up Morrus. The match 1is
made a tag match because the referee has that authority.

Barbarian/Hugh Morrus vs. Public Enemy

It’s a big brawl on the floor with garbage can lids all over the place.
They head inside with the weapons brought in as well for good measure.
Public Enemy takes over but have to beat up Jimmy Hart again. Morrus
sacrifices himself to prevent Hart from being put through a table,
allowing Barbarian to kick the can into Grunge’s face for the pin. This
was as blatant of an ECW ripoff as you’ll ever see.

We see Savage'’s rant against Hart again.



Video on Juventud Guerrera.

Juventud Guerrera vs. Kidman

Kidman gets taken down with a fast headscissors and a dropkick gets two.
Juvy loads up a top rope Frankensteiner but Kidman hits him low, setting
up a top rope sitout spinebuster for two. Why even use a huge spot like
that when it’s not even going to end the match? Kidman misses a slingshot
legdrop and Juvy heads to the apron for a springboard spinwheel kick to
the face for two. A clothesline puts Juvy down but gets crotched while
trying a superplex. Juvy snaps off a hurricanrana for two and the Juvy
Driver and 450 are good for the pin.

Rating: C. Another nice match here with Juvy getting to look good against
someone that can hang in the ring with him. They’ve done a good job of
pushing Guerrera since he lost his match and the Never Surrender idea
works pretty well for him. The wrestling has been consistent tonight
which is a good sign.

Post match the Flock comes in and lays out Juvy.

Alex Wright talks about being on vacation in Germany but he had to come
back to this pigsty to show everyone how to dance. Dancing ensues and
security takes Alex away.

TV Title: Eddie Guerrero vs. Booker T

Feeling out process to start with the fans all over Eddie. Guerrero
snapmares the champion down but runs into a shoulder block to put Eddie
on the mat. Back up and Booker kicks him in the head before firing off
forearms. Eddie comes back with a dropkick to the knee and a suplex
before hitting the chinlock. Guerrero switches over to a camel clutch as
the announcers actually talk about the match. Booker gets up and hits the
running forearm to the head but Eddie counters the spinebuster into a



hurricanrana for two. Eddie stops to yell at Chavo and gets caught with
the side kick and the missile dropkick retains the title.

Rating: D+. Nothing special to see here but another win for Booker isn’t
going to hurt anyone. The Eddie vs. Chavo story needs to take another
step before it gets dull but it's still doing well enough. I was
expecting more out of Booker T vs. Eddie Guerrero than I got here but it

wasn’t horrible.

Eddie blames Chavo post match.

Hour #2 begins.

The announcers talk about Bret vs. Savage before showing us part of
Bret’s promo from last night.

Marty Jannetty vs. Perry Saturn

Saturn pounds away in the corner and kicks Jannetty in the face. Marty is
sent out to the floor and comes back in to a superkick to take him right
back down. A belly to belly suplex gets two but Marty comes back with a
superkick of his own. The middle rope punch gets two but Saturn hits a
Death Valley Driver for the pin. Squash.

Here’s DDP with more to say about Raven. He wants Raven to experience the
Big Bang Theory but Raven walked away. Page hasn’t seen Raven tonight but
thinks he’s in the building, so come get your bang right now. Instead he
gets Kidman and Sick Boy who say don’t kill the messengers. They have a
video from Raven with Raven asking about the pain Page put his own family
through. He talks about Page’s mom sending him to live with his father at
a young age and how he’ll get Page later.

Back in the arena Sick Boy takes a Diamond Cutter as Kidman bails. Page
heads into the crowd as Kidman gets back in. A “fan” (Kanyon) comes in



and clotheslines Kidman to the floor before being dragged off by

security.

Video on Goldberg’s streak.

US Title: Goldberg vs. Jerry Flynn

Jerry kicks him down, butterfly suplex, spear, Jackhammer, pin. That’s
78-0.

Nitro Girls.

Sting/Lex Luger/The Giant vs. Konnan/Brian Adams/Scott Steiner

Konnan jumped to the Wolfpack last night but there’s no indication that
Adams and Steiner have joined him. Vincent now has two trophies for
Steiner, neither of which have actually been referenced by either guy.
Sting and Adams get us going and Konnan drops to the floor for no
apparent reason. Adams hits a quick atomic drop for two as Konnan is
already back on the apron. Sting escapes a suplex and bulldogs Adams down
but can’t hook an early Scorpion.

Adams bails to the floor to kill some time so Sting tags in Giant. Konnan
comes in, only to be shoved to the mat with ease. Giant lifts him up in a
bearhug before bringing in Luger to get some of this easy prey. Luger
wants Steiner and the fans are way into the matchup. Scott wants a
posedown but settles for trading shoulder blocks with Luger taking over.
A Konnan distraction lets Steiner suplex Luger down and pound away with
right hands. Off to Konnan but Luger explodes with a double clothesline
to put Steiner and Konnan down. Adams walks out on the match and his

partners soon join him for the countout.

Rating: F. This was a waste of time and that’s almost all there is to say
about it. The only good thing here was Steiner acting like the crazy man



that would finally get him over. I'm not sure if we’re supposed to know
who is on which side in the NWO civil war here but it certainly wasn’t

clear if we were.

Vincent gets chokeslammed.

Gene calls on Bret for the big explanation. Gene asks Bret why he did
what he did and is told to shut up. Bret wants Hogan here in person so
Gene invites Hollywood out here now. We'’re rapidly running out of time
and you can smell the TUNE IN NEXT WEEK finish coming from here. Hogan,
Bischoff and Disciple take their sweet time getting to the ring to milk
this even further.

Eric insists that Bret address Hogan as Hollywood. Bret says he’s looked
up to Hogan for a long time and that Hogan is the highest paid and most
recognized wrestler ever. Hogan appreciates Bret for setting the record
straight...whatever that means. Bret opens up his jacket to reveal a Hogan
shirt but here’s Savage as he’'s about to explain. Savage is destroyed to
end the show.

Overall Rating: D. Decent wrestling in the first hour aside, this fits
the WCW profile to the letter: the lower card stuff is entertaining but
the stars are boring and you get next to nothing out of them. The big
reveal at the end never happened so we still have no idea why Bret did
what he did. The longer they wait, the less likely it is that we get an
actual explanation. The one hour version, as in the version without the
stars, blew this show away and it wasn’t even anything great.

Remember no Thunder this week.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:



And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Monday Nitro - April 27,
1998: Less Is More

Monday Nitro #137
Date: April 27, 1998
Location: Norfolk Scope, Norfolk, Virginia

Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Larry Zbyszko, Mike Tenay, Bobby Heenan

This week is split into two episode instead of the usual three due to the
basketball games on TNT. Tonight is one hour followed by a two hour
edition tomorrow night. Tonight’s focus will likely be on Bret Hart
explaining why he did what he did last week instead of fighting against
the NWO like he had talked about doing for weeks. Other than that we’re
closing in on Slamboree which already has a pair of matches (Hart vs.

Savage and Sting/Giant vs. Outsiders) almost set. Let’s get to it.

The Nitro Girls get us going. Alex Wright tries to sneak in and dance

with them but the girls walk away. Wright is taken away by security.
The announcers talk about Sting’s challenge to the Outsiders.

Here are Nash and Savage to open things up. Nash does a Hall impression
for the survey, won by WCW. Big Kev says Hall was last seen with a pina
colada at Trader Vick'’s and his hair looked great. The challenge 1is
accepted for Slamboree. Nash talks about the Wolfpack, which now consists
of himself and Savage and their first target is Bret Hart. Savage is
ready for Bret because this right here is where it'’s at. Nash says there
are going to be more defectors, starting with Konnan. Konnan comes out to
do his schtick and says that Hogan doesn’t want any part of the Wolfpack.
Nash and Konnan sing a bit to end the segment.
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Video on Juventud Guerrera, emphasizing that he will never quit.

Cruiserweight Title: Chris Jericho vs. Chavo Guerrero Jr.

Jericho comes out with the portrait of Malenko and says he’d love to beat
up Quasi-Juice Guerrera like he did when he took this mask, which is a
bad mama-jamma of a necklace. Jericho “interviews” the portrait but Dean
won’t celebrate being the new fry cook at Harry’s Burgers. Instead Dean
can live vicariously through Jericho who is dedicating this match to

Dean.

Chavo ducks a right hand and pounds away to start. A belly to back suplex
puts and we hit a quick chinlock. Jericho comes back with a quick hot
shot and some kicks in the corner but Chavo dropkicks Jericho into Eddie
for two. Chavo jumps over Chris in the corner but gets caught in a quick

Liontamer for the submission in just over two minutes.
Eddie rips into Chavo for the loss post match and slaps him in the face.
Nitro Party winner from a Gold’s Gym in Indiana.

We go back to Thunder to see the Buff Bagwell injury. Tony and Bobby talk
about their own neck surgeries and how scary they can be. Bagwell can
indeed move his limbs but had to undergo surgery today and we’ll get an
update tomorrow night.

Video of Savage’'s rant about Bret Hart on Thunder.

Here are Hogan, Disciple and Bischoff with something to say. Bischoff
asks Hogan what's possibly left for him to do after winning the title
again. Hogan says all of his fans know he’'s done everything there is to
do and he’ll be it all until the end of eternity. We’ve now seen what a
joke Nash is and now and there’s no one left for him to beat. If Konnan
is the best Nash can find, he’s got a major problem. Hogan goes into a
somewhat racist rant about how there are a dozen Konnan’s waiting to go
pick fruit in Los Angeles. As for Bret, he knows the power lies with

Hollywood because Hogan is for life. Not much to say here.

US Title: Scott Norton vs. Goldberg




Now this is a better idea. Norton jumps him to start, only to get taken
down by a spinning neckbreaker. They head to the floor with the champion
being sent into the post for almost no effect. Back inside and Norton
gets caught in an ankle lock but ropes are quickly grabbed. Norton pounds
away in the corner and hits the shoulder breaker for two. A Fujiwara
Armbar does nothing for Scott so the spear and Jackhammer retain
Goldberg’s title in less than three minutes.

We see Bret beating up Piper to end last week’s show.

The announcers talk about how awesome Bret Hart is with Heenan saying
Bret has always been out for himself.

Here’'s Bret for the first time since last week with less than four
minutes left in the show. Bret says it’s nice to be in the house that
Hollywood Hogan built to get the fans against him. He talks about
suffering for your crimes, even though he’s committed no crime. Wrestling
is a long money trench and a plastic hallway filled with pimps and
thieves.

If Savage feels bad about last week, then Bret will meet the “half troll
and half lizard” in the ring. Gene again asks him why he helped Hogan but
he wants to say it to Hogan’s face tomorrow night. Gene asks why Bret
screwed over Savage after complaining about being screwed. Bret calls
Gene judgmental and says he’s tired of sitting on the bench before
leaving.

Overall Rating: C+. This show is a good example of what’s wrong with
three hour Nitros. In 45 minutes of air time, we had two title matches,
three promos, angle advancement in multiple stories, two PPV matches
confirmed and a new member added to a stable. The other hours that we
usually have to sit through don’t need to be there and really don’t add
anything significant to the show. More wrestling would have been nice,
but this did a solid job of building to Slamboree without overstaying its
welcome. That's a very difficult balance to find but it’s almost

impossible to do in a three hour show.



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

On This Day: September 18,
2003 — Smackdown: The Hour

Smackdown

Date: September 18, 2003

Location: RBC Arena, Raleigh, North Carolina
Commentators: Michael Cole, Tazz

This is almost literally a one match show and it’'s really the only reason
I'm reviewing this. This was a request and it’s because this show has the
Lesnar/Angle one hour Iron Man match. In 2003 there were still individual
brand PPVs so every other month you would get something resembling a
supershow on free TV, usually having a huge match like this one. Brock
and Angle have more or less traded the title all year and Angle is
champion going into this. Nothing else matters for the most part so let’s
get to it.

Here’'s Vince to open the show. One of the biggest criticisms of this year
in Smackdown was that Vince was all over it as was Stephanie. He talks
about the iron man match tonight and is in full on hype mode. Say what
you want about Vince but the man is a promoter at heart and loves what he
does. You can hear it in his voice. He talks about how awesome the main
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event is and how awesome both guys are and..that’s it. Ok then.

Oh wait here’s Taker. He had been out for a bit due to I think a beatdown
by Lesnar. I should mention Lesnar is Vince'’'s hired gun at the moment.
That’ll likely be brought up later on. Anyway Vince tries to sweet talk
him but Taker says the main event is safe. Vince however might not be.
Intimidating indeed.

We get a tale of the tape for the main event which is something they
should do more often.

Chris Benoit/Rey Mysterio vs. Tajiri/Rhyno

Rey is Cruiserweight Champion. He’'s defending the title next week against
Tajiri and I think Benoit and Rhyno were feuding around this time so
there’s your explanation. Benoit vs. Tajiri to start this ECW Reunion
match. Tarantula goes on but the referee keeps Rey from interfering.
Rhyno comes in sans tag and Benoit keeps getting beaten up.

Chris reverses a belly to back suplex into a cross body for two. Benoit
manages to suplex Rhyno and it’'s hot tag to Rey. Something like a tornado
DDT put Rhyno down and everything breaks down. Green mist hits Rhyno and
a 619 into a German takes Tajiri down. 619 and Rey drops the dime on
Rhyno for the pin. Quick match.

Rating: C+. Just a quick tag match but they had some decent stuff in
there. I've always been a fan of mixing two feuds into one tag match like
this because you get two feuds advanced at the same time. Nothing wrong

with being efficient like that and we got a decent match out of it too.



No complains here.

Video on Los Guerreros vs. Haas/Benjamin which is up later for the tag
titles.

Hype video for the iron man match...which is on the show we’re already
watching.

The Rock is going to be on the cover of GQ.

Shanigua vs. Nidia/Torrie Wilson

Shaniqua is a big old girl that won Tough Enough 2. Dawn Marie comes out
with Nidia. Basically Shaniqua is getting pushed like a taller and black
Chyna, just not one that anyone wanted to see. Torrie and Nidia get in
some shots early but then it gets down to tagging. In the words of the
theme song of Big Zeke, “This here’s what you call domination.” Torrie is
thrown to the floor and a powerbomb ends Nidia.

Vince wants Stephanie to quit. Stephanie won’t quit. Vince won’t fire her

but says he’ll be rough on her now. This went on for about four months.

Highlights of Lesnar vs. Angle I and II (Mania and Summerslam).

Eddie and Chavo are glad to be back together. There’s nothing to these
promos tonight.



Cena 1is on the roof and raps about underestimating Eddie and the
returning Chavo. He’'ll win Eddie’s US Title too.

Smackdown Tag Titles: Los Guerreros vs. World’'s Greatest Tag Team

The fans loudly cheer for Eddie who starts with Benjamin. They go to the
mat first of course and it’s off to Chavo. This is Chavo’s first match
after a torn bicep. The champs take over on Eddie but he fights out of
the corner, hitting a belly to belly on Shelton to bring in Chavo. Chavo
gets a wicked headscissors to send Benjamin to the floor where Los
Guerreros hit stereo dives to take both guys out.

Back with the challengers still in control, beating Charlie down. Eddie
gets taken into the wrong corner and double teamed for a bit. It doesn’t
last long as he fights out and brings in Chavo. Shelton kicks his head
off and Haas works on the bad arm. Northern lights suplex gets two for
Shelton.

Back to Haas and the arm work continues. It’s so weird to hear Tazz being
professional, talking about his past experience in the ring with the same
injury and snapping off intricacies in moves being done. Chavo counters a
double team move into a dropkick to Haas and it’'s hot tag Eddie. There
are Three Amigos but Haas escapes the third and hits a German.

Eddie gets a sweet arm drag/headscissors combo to take both guys down.
Frog splash is broken up and the second attempt is rolled through because
Haas moved. Haas grabs some chairs but Chavo pops up to take out Shelton
with a dropkick into the chair into the knee. The Guerreros hit something



that looked like Haas broke his freaking neck. Brainbuster sets up the
Frog Splash and we have new champions.

Rating: B-. Pretty solid match here as both teams know each other very
well. They would hold the belts for a little while before the Bashams
took them. Chavo would turn heel on Eddie but lose at the Rumble before
Eddie would win the world title in February. Anyway pretty fun match here
and fine for a TV tag title change.

Taz has keys to victory in the Iron Man match. I'm stunned.

Everyone is watching on monitors in the back.

Smackdown World Title: Brock Lesnar vs. Kurt Angle

Angle is champion coming in. This is an iron man match with a sixty
minute time limit. There’'s a 15 second rest period after each fall. The
challenger is the heel. Lesnar jumps him to start and we have a big old
clock in the corner. Brock beats him down to start but Angle fires back
with some clotheslines. Angle gets a shot to the knee and Brock chills on
the floor.

He stays out there until about 8 and the knee isn’t right. Brock asks for
time but he was just channeling his inner Bret Hart as he plays possum.
Angle doesn’t mind and hits a set of armdrags to send Brock out to the
floor. Lesnar grabs the steps but tosses them back instead of using them.
He slides in at 9 and goes right back out to break the count. Well it’s
not like they don’t have a lot of time to kill.



Brock breaks the count again and make it three times. Four times now.
Angle is getting ticked which might be Lesnar’s plan. We’'re five minutes
into the clock now and we haven’t really gotten anything going but they
have plenty of time. Angle goes for the knee and Brock hits the floor
AGAIN. Angle charges at him and Brock nails him to finally take over.
Angle snaps off a suplex and clotheslines Brock to the floor where he
holds the knee again.

Lesnar is down and holding the knee but this time Angle goes after him.
He rams Brock into the steps head first and they slug it out. Brock gets
the better of that and rams Kurt into the post back first. He goes to
grab a chair and pops Angle in the head with it for a DQ at about nine
minutes. Brock lays Angle out with the chair a bunch of times but it’s in
the rest period so it doesn’t count.

Brock grabs some water at ringside. Does that mean there’s a conspiracy
against him? Angle is barely able to stand so Brock drills him with an F5
to tie it up at 49:38 to go. Brock kicks him in the ribs and asks Angle
if he wants to tap. Lesnar puts the ankle lock on Kurt and he taps to
make it 2-1 at 47:21. We take a break and come back at 44 minutes left

with Lesnar breaking an Angle rally with a knee to the ribs.

During the break Brock hit an Angle Slam for two. Brock charges but his
shoulder goes into the post. Angle gets a forearm smash and it’'s German
time. Angle comes at Brock but gets sent back outside. Brock whips him
into the railing HARD and this an F5 on the floor for the countout to go
up 3-1 at 20 minutes in.

We take a break and come back with Angle in control after hitting some

suplexes during the break. Lesnar knocks Kurt to the floor with an elbow



and takes over soon thereafter. We’re at 35 minutes left now as Brock
gets two off an elbow drop. Angle reverses an Irish whip into the Angle
Slam and it'’'s 3-2 at 34 minutes to go. We’'re told that if this goes to a
tie we’ll have overtime.

Kurt pounds away but the Angle Slam is countered into an F5 attempt which
is countered into the ankle lock. Brock rolls through and Angle manages
to avoid the referee. Brock however drills him in the head with a
clothesline so when Angle hits the Angle Slam, there’s no referee. Brock
hits Angle low and grabs the title. A shot to the head of Angle puts him
down and the referee wakes up to make it 4-2 Brock at 29:30 to go.

We take a break and come back with Angle on the floor with 25 minutes to
go. Angle pulls him to the floor and hammers away, sending Brock into the
steps. With Brock on the outside, Angle goes back in and up top to hit a
double axe to Brock’s back. That only gets two back inside though. Kurt
goes up again and hits the missile dropkick for a close two. The
moonsault that hits once a decade doesn’t hit here and both guys are
down.

Angle grabs a rollup for two so Brock takes his head off with a
clothesline. Brock gets all ticked off and throws Angle over his head
without leaving his own feet. Well that was awesome. It only gets two
though and both guys are down. Kurt reverses another belly to belly into
the ankle lock but Brock rolls through to send Angle to the floor. Angle
goes into the steps again and back to the ring we go.

That only gets two in the ring as we have 20 minutes left with with score
4-2 Brock. Lesnar unhinges some steps but Angle hits a baseball slide to
send them into Brock’s face. Kurt looks like his shoulder is hurt from
going into the steps. Angle gets an elbow for two as we take a break.



Back and it’'s 5-2 as Brock hit a superplex for a fall during the break.

We have 14 minuets to go and it’s 5-2 Brock. Brock takes him outside and
tries to F5 Angle into the post but Angle reverses to give Brock an F5
into the post with the bad knee hitting the steel. Back inside and Angle
throws on a half crab which is very smart. Brock makes the ropes so Angle
throws on the ankle lock. Lesnar STILL doesn’t tap so Kurt stomps away at
the leg/ankle.

Kurt charges in at Brock but gets caught in an F5. Brock can’t counter
though and can only get a delayed two. Lesnar goes up top but Angle pops
up for the running belly to belly and it’'s 5-3 with 9:50 to go. Angle
wins a slugout and pounds Brock down in the corner. Angle puts the straps
back up which is a new one for him. He tries to load up the Angle Slam
but Brock grabs a DDT for two.

Kurt misses a right hand and Lesnar hits a German. Make that two Germans.
Would you believe three Germans? He tries a fourth (there has been a lot
of laying around between them so about 90 seconds passed for all those
Germans) but Angle counters into two Germans of his own. Angle rolls
through something into the ankle lock and in more or less the same ending
at Summerslam, Brock can’t find a rope and taps with 4:11 to go.

Four minutes left and both guys are down. Brock still leads 5-4. They’'re
still down with 3:30 left. Kurt grabs the hold again but Brock rolls
through to escape. They’re both down again but Kurt is up and stomping
away with three minutes left. Bow and arrow hold, which is like a side
version of the STF, goes on to eat up some time. Brock wisely heads to

the floor with two minutes left.



Smart strategy there as Lesnar only has to play defense and run the clock
out to win the title. Kurt puts the ankle lock on Brock outside but back
inside we go. Brock runs again so Kurt rams him into the steps. Angle
hits some rolling Germans back in the ring and we hit a minute to go. He
hits four Germans but this is taking way too long. Brock kicks him low
with 30 seconds left but it’'s not seen. Ankle lock with the grapevine is
on with 15 seconds left but Lesnar hangs on to win the title and end the
show.

Rating: B. This match runs into the exact same problem that is more or
less unavoidable for these matches: you can more or less skip the first
55 minutes and you still see the exciting parts. An hour is too long,
even when the guys are having an entertaining match. This was good, but
like I said the vast majority of it is just waiting for Angle to make his
big comeback. However it does fly by as taking out commercials it runs
about 46-48 minutes. Good match, but not a good idea for TV.

Overall Rating: C+. Like I said in the previous grade, you can skip about
55 minutes of this show and you’ll see the important points. The iron man
match is a trap that is almost impossible to escape in that regard and
it's not a good idea for PPV or TV. It eats up so much time and so many
things are put on hold for it. This was an entertaining show and it’s
always cool to see a world title change, but a normal match running about
half an hour would have been a lot better.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



