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Date: November 11, 2015
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Josh Matthews, D’Angelo Dinero

We’re past the halfway point in the qualifying matches as almost everyone
has had two of their three matches. Tonight it’s week six and we’re going
to have some people wrap up their round robin stuff, meaning we can
actually see the light at the end of a very long tunnel. Let’s get to it.

Opening recap and preview of last week and this week.

The announcers preview things as well.

Before their match, we see Madison Rayne going through some WACKY ninja
training to get her ready for Gail Kim. I don’t think this needs any more
explanation.

Group Knockouts: Gail Kim vs. Madison Rayne

Winner goes to the round of sixteen. Gail takes her down to the mat to
start as Pope makes ninja jokes. A pinfall reversal sequence goes how
most pinfall reversal sequences go. Madison sweeps the leg for two but
Gail’s cross body gets the same as Josh figures out every possible way to
say this is winner take all.

Back from a break with Gail missing her running cross body in the corner
and crashing out to the floor to give Madison an opening. For some reason
she follows Gail to the floor, only to get sent into the steps to change
control. Back in and Gail’s dragon sleeper doesn’t go anywhere so Madison
hits a basement cross body for two. Madison tries the Rayne Drop but a
quick small package sends Gail to the round of 16 at 11:21.
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Rating: C. Raise your hand if you didn’t see this coming the second the
brackets were announced. Gail Kim is the greatest Knockout of all time
and if you don’t know that, listen to Josh for all of half a second
because he’s either sounding like a moron, insulting the fans for paying
attention or praising Gail Kim. There’s very little in between for him.
Gail winning makes the most sense, though I don’t see her doing much in
the tournament itself. It’s a cool idea though.

Group Knockouts

Gail Kim – 6 points (0 matches remaining)

Brooke – 3 points (1 match remaining)

Madison Rayne – 3 points (1 match remaining)

Awesome Kong – 3 points (0 matches remaining)

We get an interview with Matt Hardy who says it’s going to be trendy when
he sweeps the whole Series and proves that he’s the World Champion once
and for all. What better way to prove he’s the best than by beating
everyone? Both life and a wrestling career are too short to have regrets
and it wasn’t fair to anyone to have EC3 drag it out for years.

It wouldn’t be fair to the fans or TNA (“They might not even be on TV
anymore.”) so he gave up the title for the sake of the future. He won’t
be taking tonight off against Eddie Edwards because Eddie is the future,
but tonight Eddie is the next victim of the Matt Hardy formula. Of course
he wants to face EC3 in the finals because he wants to take away that
undefeated streak.

Group Future Four: Jesse Godderz vs. Eli Drake

Jesse says he wants to win the title so he can be on a cereal box. Very
slow feeling out process to start with Drake’s headlock going nowhere. A
test of strength goes to Eli with the help of a knee to the ribs. Jesse’s
press slam goes nowhere as his knee buckles and Drake starts in on it to
show some intelligence.

Some slow kicks to the knee don’t seem to bother Jesse as he comes back



with a backbreaker and enziguri, though he’s nice enough to limp after
doing the moves with no issue. They trade rollups with handfuls of trunks
for no count each so Drake puts him on the top but gets shoved away.
That’s fine with Drake as he crotches Jesse down and puts his feet on the
ropes for a pin at 6:51.

Rating: D. Bleh match here between two guys who deserve better. I really
like Drake as he knows how to be a jerk as well as anyone I’ve seen in a
long time. He’s not perfect by any stretch and his in ring work isn’t
anything more than average, but he has a heel charisma that makes you
want to see him get punched in the face. That’s more than most heels have
these days and it makes for entertaining matches.

Group Future Four

Eli Drake – 4 points (1 match remaining)

Jesse Godderz – 3 points (1 match remaining)

Micah – 1 point (2 matches remaining)

Crimson – 0 points (2 matches remaining)

Ethan Carter III is at TNA headquarters (which looks like a local pub) to
pay the fine in person.

Drake brags about his win.

It’s time for the World Title Series awards to fill in even more time.
Pope picks Matt Hardy as MVP, Davey Richards vs. Eddie Edwards as Match
of the Series, Shera as Most Improved, James Storm as Most Disappointing
and Lashley vs. Aries as the Best Match To Come.

Group Tag Team Specialists: Eddie Edwards vs. Matt Hardy

Edwards is eliminated if he loses. Matt takes it to the mat to start
before they trade wristlocks. A forearm to the back has Eddie in trouble
and we take an early break. Back with Matt being sent to the floor for a
suicide dive but Eddie chops the post by mistake. There’s no way to fake
something like that. Pope: “My lawd it’s got me checking my fingers



daddy!” A Side Effect on the apron is broken up and Eddie DDT’s Matt
instead.

Back in and Eddie chops with the bad hand but walks into a double
clothesline to put both of them down. Eddie has to break a sleeper by
falling back onto Hardy and a Backpack Stunner gets two. The Side Effect
and Twist of Fate are countered into rollups for two each and a kick to
the head gets the same. Eddie goes up top but gets crotched, setting up a
super Twist of Fate (minus the twist) for the pin at 11:05.

Rating: C+. This match continues to show me why I like Eddie so much
better than Davey. Richards tends to take things way too seriously and
comes off as goofy at times while Eddie feels a lot more natural out
there. Matt coming into the round of sixteen undefeated is a nice choice
but I’m really hoping it doesn’t wind up with him or Ethan as champion
again. It would feel like such a waste of time, which is why it’s likely
to happen.

Group Tag Team Specialists

Matt Hardy – 9 points (0 matches remaining)

Robbie E. – 3 points (1 match remaining)

Davey Richards – 1 point (1 match remaining)

Eddie Edwards – 1 point (0 matches remaining)

We look at the end of Bound For Glory with Ethan shoving John Gaburick to
draw a huge fine.

Ethan comes in to Dixie’s office and accuses her of robbing him of the
title. Dixie asks what happened to him but Ethan pays the fine and
leaves. This was described as a “major confrontation” earlier in the
night.

Matt praises Eddie for his toughness.

Pope decides whose bubbles are going to pop soon.

Group X-Division: Mandrews vs. DJZ



Mandrews quickly takes him to the floor and moonsaults off the steps,
followed by an overshot flip dive over the top to the floor. Back in and
Mandrews’ standing moonsault takes WAY too much time to set up, allowing
DJZ to kick him away with ease. DJZ cranks on an armbar but walks into a
very fast hurricanrana for two. Another hurricanrana out of the corner
gets two more and Mandrews gets all ticked off, only to charge into a
shot to the face. Mandrews kicks him off the top but a shooting star hits
knees, giving DJZ the pin at 5:55.

Rating: C-. I really don’t like Mandrews. He’s the definition of a guy
who does a bunch of flips and that doesn’t make for interesting
wrestling. DJZ at least has a character instead of just having at stupid
name to go with his good to decent ability. I’m glad we’re done with
Mandrews now though as he gets on my nerves every time he’s in there.

Group X-Division

Manik – 6 points (1 match remaining)

DJZ – 6 points (0 matches remaining)

Tigre Uno – 3 points (1 match remaining)

Mandrews – 0 points (0 matches remaining)

Video of Shera training. If they drop the dancing stuff, he might be
interesting eventually.

Preview of next week.

Eric Young wants to break Josh Matthews for saying his bubble is about to
burst in the tournament, even though Pope said it. Young is ready for
James Storm next week.

Pope changes his pick to Young over Storm.

Clips of Micah pinning Crimson.

Group Future Four

Eli Drake – 4 points (1 match remaining)



Micah – 4 points (1 match remaining)

Jesse Godderz – 3 points (1 match remaining)

Crimson – 0 points (1 match remaining)

Ethan Carter III was in India earlier this week and promises to beat Mr.
Anderson tonight.

The semi-finals will be in India.

Drew Galloway is in Scotland to prepare for his final match in the group
stage.

Another preview of next week.

Video on the history between Mr. Anderson and EC3. As in all those
matches where Anderson lost, just like he’s done in every match in the
Series so far.

Group Champions: Ethan Carter III vs. Mr. Anderson

They chop it out to start with Anderson getting the better of it and
sending Carter to the floor as we take a break. Back with Anderson firing
off more chops and pounding Carter in the head as Carter tries to cover
up. A quick baseball slide takes Tyrus out and a boot to the face looks
to set up the Mic Check.

Carter drives him to the floor to counter, which Pope refers to as
dinosaur land. Anderson gets sent into the apron and Carter bends his
fingers back for good measure. We hit the chinlock as Pope and Josh
compare Anderson and Carter’s upbringings in the business. Anderson
fights out with less than five minutes to go and easily wins a slugout.

The Regal roll and a swanton get two on Carter and both guys are tired
with two and a half minutes to go. Anderson goes up top and counters a
super 1%er into a middle rope Regal roll for two more. Tyrus and Earl
Hebner argue on the floor (Tyrus: “YOU’RE TOO OLD!”) so Anderson beats
Tyrus up with a chair with a minute left. Hebner gets rid of the chair,
allowing Carter to kick Anderson low and grab a jackknife rollup for the



pin at 16:24 as TNA’s clock continues to be off.

Rating: C+. Another good match here as Carter can win something when he
has to. Anderson losing doesn’t mean anything and you knew that Carter
was going to be in the final sixteen and probably the final two. This
wasn’t a classic or anything but it was perfectly fine for a big TV main
event.

Group Champions

Ethan Carter III – 7 points (0 matches remaining)

Austin Aries – 4 points (1 match remaining)

Lashley – 3 points (1 match remaining)

Mr. Anderson – 0 points (0 matches remaining)

Overall Rating: C. Much better episode this week as they’re FINALLY
getting to the point with some of this stuff. It’s amazing how much more
interesting things are when there’s actually something on the line and
we’re not just killing time until we get to the big stuff. It also helps
that the tournament itself is starting to take shape and we know some of
the people in it. That allows you to actually pick some favorites instead
of having so many people to go through that you don’t know where to
start. Better show this week as they actually go somewhere instead of
just being in a holding pattern for weeks at a time.

Results

Gail Kim b. Madison Rayne – Small package

Eli Drake b. Jesse Godderz – Rollup with feet on the ropes

Matt Hardy b. Eddie Edwards – Super Twist of Fate

DJZ b. Mandrews – Pin after a blocked shooting star press

Ethan Carter III b. Mr. Anderson – Jackknife rollup

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new



book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

New  Column:  Beyond  the
Brackets
The good and the bad of tournaments.  You might know which
side I’m on already.

 

http://www.wrestlingrumors.net/kbs-review-beyond-the-brackets/
45025/

Monday Nitro – June 19, 2000:
Blessed Be The Patron Saint
Of Lost Causes
Monday  Nitro #245
Date: June 19, 2000
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Location: Metropark Arena, Billings, Montana
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Mark Madden, Scott Hudson

Now after last week’s mess, I’ve been told that the next few shows aren’t
as bad. I’m curious to know what that means. You could smear warm
mayonnaise on yourself and bake in the sun before throwing coconuts at a
pack of hyenas and put on a better show than Russo has done in the last
few weeks. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of Thunder. After the show went off the air, Scott
Steiner put Russo in the Recliner. Ah yes, he’ll take a beating as long
as it’s off camera.

The New Blood arrives and Cat says Russo isn’t here because of his
injuries. The sec….hang on. Rewind that a bit.

.no gnah….ces ehT. .seirujin sih fo esuaceb ereh t’nsi ossuR syas taC dna
sevirra doolB weN ehT.

The New Blood arrives and Cat says Russo isn’t here because of his
injuries. Excuse me for a second.

HALL-E-LUJAH! HALL-E-LUJAH! HALLELUJAH! HALLELUJAH!

Those people were right. This is instantly better.

Anyway Cat is told of a situation in the ring.

Horace  Hogan  is  in  the  ring  in  a  chair  and  holding  a  bat.
Well…..technically it is better. Horace is here to defend his honor
against a greedy man named Goldberg. Instead he gets Cat, who says
Goldberg is too busy for Horace. He certainly should be. Cat, now
officially  the  Commissioner,  has  a  rule  for  the  night:  NO  OUTSIDE
INTERFERENCE. We’ve reached the point where people being banned from
interfering for a night is considered something special. That alone sums
up almost everything you need to know about WCW at this point.

If Steiner interferes tonight, he’s fined and suspended for thirty days.
This brings out Nash, Steiner and Midajah, which Tony says is booking on
the fly. Nash gets Horace vs. Goldberg made tonight but Steiner can’t



find Bischoff (he changed the letters around a bit and said something the
censors don’t bother cleaning up anymore). Since Eric isn’t here, Steiner
will just beat up Cat instead.

Cat offers a shot at Jeff Jarrett and the World Title instead because
Jeff Jarrett is the kind of guy you just throw out there and torture like
that. Nash isn’t done yet though because he wants Scott Hall’s contract
and is going to beat it out of Cat tonight. Horace shoves Cat towards
Nash and Steiner and the match is made for later tonight, sending Cat
bailing into the crowd.

The announcers talk about this breaking news.

Palumbo and Stasiak tell the production guys to play a tape. They leave
the truck and get beaten down by Rick Steiner and Tank Abbott.

Jeff Jarrett and Mike Awesome come in to yell at the Cat over what he
just did. Cat’s only consolation is to make Awesome the referee for the
match.

3 Count vs. Jung Dragons

It just keeps getting better. Before the match, Shannon promises a new
single this week on Thunder. I’m all tingly. The Dragons break up the
song and Kaz starts with Shane, only to have Shannon come in to help with
a double neckbreaker. Shane’s top rope sunset flip gets two and a big
gutwrench suplex drops Kaz as well. I usually get annoyed at the token
wrestling before they go nuts but this isn’t bad.

Kaz finally gets over for the tag to Yang who cleans house with the
martial arts. He has to stop a swing at the referee though and now
everything breaks down. Kaz and Yang go up for a double splash but
Shannon crotches them both, leaving Jamie-San all alone for a quick
assisted wheelbarrow slam and the pin by Shane.

Rating: C+. These teams just worked well together and there’s little more
than needs to be said about them. Sometimes you fine a combination that
gels with each other and that’s what WCW had here. The difference though
is that when WWE found such a combination with Edge and Christian, the



Hardyz and the Dudleyz, they treated them like stars and brought them up
into the midcard and then even higher later on. These six guys will be in
the same spots for months, popping the crowd and running in circles.

Post match Lance Storm (who had been main eventing an ECW pay per view
about a month earlier) runs through the crowd and takes out 3 Count with
superkicks and a good looking flip dive before running away through the
crowd again. He would actually debut on Raw the same way, minus the flip
dive.

David Flair is looking for Daffney. Why he doesn’t just sit next to the
women’s locker room isn’t clear.

Horace says he’s never been more determined about anything in his life.
Last week he was put through a table and tonight Goldberg can flex his
muscles all he wants. You could hear a lot of Hulk in that voice.

Hardcore Title: Big Vito vs. Johnny the Bull

Vito is defending and swings a kendo stick to start. Johnny gets stalked
up the ramp as Vito still has the belt on. They slowly head backstage as
Johnny has had no offense yet. Vito sends him through a table and hits
him with a laptop, scaring a guy working backstage half to death. Johnny
finally reverses a whip into some steel poles and breaks a mop handle
over Vito’s back. They climb a scaffold and Vito hits his implant DDT
through a table to win, I guess becoming the sole champion.

Rating: D. This was a squash with Vito being on offense for all but maybe
thirty seconds. I liked the idea of the Mamalukes co-holding the belt for
a bit but putting it on one of them and pushing him as a guy with skills
in this style is a better plan. Vito is getting a push out of it and
that’s more than most people can say.

Cat finds Scott Hall’s contract, which I guess he just carries everywhere
he goes.

Johnny is helped up and Terry Funk shows up to say he wants to help him.

Rey Mysterio and the Artist beat up Chavo in the back until GI Bro makes
the save.



Post break, Bro yells at the Misfits and refers to Rection as General.

Here’s Kanyon, doing every Page bit that he can including the Diamond
Cutter sign and sitting in the corner. You have to read his new book two
times two times two times and if you like it, you can give yourself a
self high five (that’s a flashback for you). This brings GI Bro to the
ring for a beatdown, sending Kanyon running. Bro takes off the fatigues
to reveal…..plain white trunks. I’m assuming he’s Booker again, meaning I
can call him Booker again in good conscience. I mean, I called him Booker
otherwise but now I don’t have to feel guilty about it.

David finally finds Daffney and gets slapped in the face.

Horace Hogan vs. Goldberg

Before Goldberg comes to the ring, we cut to the back to see Nash and
Steiner saying they might just come to the ring anyway. Horace kicks him
in the face to start and he gets his head taken off with a clothesline,
drawing the pop of the night so far. Some hard right hands knock Horace
silly and they head outside. Goldberg hits the barricade by mistake and
Horace pounds away with a chair……and can’t even knock him down. A big
boot does the job back inside but it’s the spear and Jackhammer to end
Horace in less than three minutes. If you watched this with no sound, you
would have no idea Goldberg was the heel.

Goldberg keeps beating Horace up and even Madden has to acknowledge that
the fans are cheering everything Goldberg does.

Nash and Steiner aren’t impressed.

The Cat vs. Kevin Nash

For Scott Hall’s contract, which is in a briefcase. So if Nash wins, does
he own Hall? Like can he send Hall out to get him donuts and conditioner?
Cat  even  calls  Nash  out  again  and  is  way  too  confide……pause  for
dancing…..nt going into this. Before Nash comes out, Cat goes outside and
handcuffs the briefcase to Madden, keeping the key around his (Cat’s)
neck. I don’t like Madden but he plays terrified really well. Tony:
“Don’t  worry.  You’ll  do  good.”  Madden:  “I’LL  DO  GOOD???  IT’S  NOT



HANDCUFFED TO YOU YOU SIMPLETON!”

Nash easily pounds Cat down so Cat calls someone down. Cat tries to find
any microphone he can to waive the outside interference rule. That makes
me wonder: is there such a thing as inside interference? Like, if someone
gets inside the ring, does it still count as outside interference? Or can
someone in the match interfere? Cat comes back with some kicks so Nash
hits him in the face and the Jackknife is good for the easy pin.

Nash opens the briefcase but finds pictures of the Cat. That’s not cool
with Big Kev so he goes after Cat, only to be called off by Goldberg on
screen. He has the contract and offers to put it up at Bash at the Beach.
Goldberg then eats the contract. So there’s no outside (or inside)
interference but we do have a bait and switch.

Post break, Nash says he’s the only person to beat Goldberg. Bash at the
Beach happens to be his birthday and he has a place down on the beach.
Scott Hall just happens to live 40 minutes from there. Nash leaves and
Steiner says he could be the Chosen One.

Cruiserweight Title: Rey Mysterio vs. The Artist vs. Lieutenant Loco

Chavo is defending and Hudson gets in one of his only funny lines ever by
dubbing Disco Inferno the Dim Shady. Konnan goes on about the Misfits not
having a leader since GI Bro left them. Wait I thought Rection was the
leader. Juvy is on commentary which I’ll take over Tygress and her OW OW
stuff. The champ gets double teamed in the aisle to start and Rey gets
two off a running legdrop.

Artist Batista Bombs Mysterio but Chavo comes in with a frog splash for
two. Rey and Artist go outside as the three women are about to fight.
Back in and Chavo gets crotched on top, leaving Rey to Bronco Bust Artist
in the corner. Or did he Bust Artist’s Bronco? That’s a confusing name
for a move. Rey goes to hurricanrana Chavo but gets crotched on the
ropes, leaving Chavo to tornado DDT Artist and retain.

Post match Gunns, Paisley and Tygress almost get in a fight.

Daffney is having an interview but David comes up with flowers as a peace



offering. He sings to her and that’s enough to get Daffney back.

Post break, David puts Daffney in the car and has to go get something.
That something is Miss Hancock, but Daffney has gotten out and sees them
kissing on a monitor.

Tag Team Titles: Perfect Event vs. Rick Steiner/Tank Abbott

Palumbo and Stasiak are defending and yes, Perfect Event is the best
thing they could come up with. That’s up there next to Pretty Wonderful.
Tank grabs a spinebuster on Stasiak to start and brings in Rick for some
heavy stomping. A Steiner Line and belly to belly knock Stasiak senseless
but he’s able to get a boot to the ribs and tags in Chuck. Rick does his
belly to belly powerslam on Palumbo as Abbott is into the crowd chasing
after a plant.

As Steiner gazes out into the people (“They actually PAID for this
show?”), the champs jump him from behind and double team him for a few
moments, only to have a double Steiner Line take over again. Rick steals
the exercise bar from Palumbo and suplexes him again, only to have Chuck
nail him with the bar to break up the bulldog. A double flapjack retains
the titles.

Rating: D. So much for rebuilding the tag team division. Steiner and
Abbott didn’t work because one is a maniac and a wrestler in name only
who lives off his past glory and that doesn’t make a good partner for
Tank Abbott. I’m sure this leads to a thrilling fight at one of the next
TV shows (please not on pay per view) and then the Steiners reunite again
because….wait didn’t they do that already on Thunder?

Asya throws the Demon costume at Dale Torborg and says to get rid of
“him”. Vampiro is shown watching, very pleased with what’s going on.

Here’s Vampiro for his weekly Raven impression. He talks about the
similarities he has with the Demon and asks him to come out for a going
away party since Asya is ruining the fun. Torborg comes out instead with
Asya next to him. Then the lights go out and Asya is gone. They go out
again and Vampiro is gone. Vampiro pops up on screen, driving away in a
hearse. So Vampiro wins the feud with Sting and his reward is the Demon?



No wonder he has no good memories of WCW.

Chris Candido/Bam Bam Bigelow/Shane Douglas vs. Buff Bagwell/Kronik

What’s ECW again? This is fallout from a brawl on Thunder where Kronik
saved Bagwell from a beatdown. Before the match Shane says they want
titles with Candido (whose arm is in a sling) and Bigelow want the Tag
Team Titles. Shane issues a challenge for Bash at the Beach and Bagwell
can pick whatever kind of match he wants. Tony: “You cannot get much more
power than Bagwell, Adams and Clark on the same team.”

Clark and Douglas get things going with Douglas nailing a dropkick but
getting slammed off the top rope. The release Rock Bottom plants Shane
again and Adams adds a full nelson slam. Shane runs from Bagwell (I get
the idea of running like that, but he’s cool with fighting Kronik?) and
brings in Bigelow for the clubbing forearms. It’s quickly off to Shane
for the stomping on a defenseless Bagwell as the fans continue their
FRANCHISE SUCKS chant.

Shane hits Three Amigos (with a delay on the third) for two but Bagwell
comes back with a double arm DDT. The hot tag brings in both members of
Kronik to clean house but Bam Bam DDTs both of them. High Times (THUD)
plants Bigelow but Candido hits Clark with something, sending Kronik
chasing him off. The Blockbuster ends Bigelow a few seconds later.

Rating: D+. That chokeslam was quite the landing but the rest of the
match wasn’t much to see. They did a decent job of building up Shane vs.
Bagwell in the span of a week but it’s still a stretch to use it as a
gimmick match. Kronik vs. Bigelow/Candido on the other hand doesn’t quite
work when Candido has a broken wrist and there’s just no one else to put
in his spot because then it wouldn’t be the same team from ECW.

Shane gives Bagwell the Pittsburgh Plunge but has to run from Kronik.

WCW World Title: Scott Steiner vs. Jeff Jarrett

Jarrett is defending and I’ll only refer to him as champion. Mike Awesome
is guest referee. Notice that when Russo is gone, the World Title is on
last. Only Midajah this week, which I think is the norm going forward.



Cat is on commentary. Steiner offers some stipulations but Jeff jumps him
from behind to start fast. A tilt-a-whirl slam puts the champ down and
the Push-Up elbow gets two.

Steiner clotheslines him out to the floor but Jeff comes back with some
chair shots to take over. Jarrett makes the mistake of going after
Midajah (the announcers get on Cat for the interference part here, which
is really heelish of them) and Scott goes sane (that’s more out of the
ordinary for him than going nuts), only to get hit low. The belly to
belly is broken up by some thumbs to the eye and we hit the sleeper.

Steiner  suplexes  out  (Cat:  “He’s  pulling  hair  again!”)  and  gets  a
powerslam for a fair two count. A belly to belly gets the same and Scott
puts on the illegal Recliner (It’s actually getting worse. I didn’t think
that could be done.). Cat demands that the hold be broken so Mike hits
Steiner with a chair. Jeff gets two but Steiner fights back up and puts
Awesome in the Recliner. The guitar knocks him cold though and Jeff
retains.

Rating: C-. They kept the shenanigans to a minimum here (I can live with
a few chair shots here and there) and it really helped things. Steiner
getting a title shot should have been a bigger deal but they’re just
building Jeff up for Hogan at this point. It’s strange to see the World
Title treated like the TV Title but at least this was the main event.

Post match Cat comes in to go after Steiner and Goldberg has to come in
for the save. Cue Nash and Goldberg bails to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. If you EVER need more proof that Russo is killing
WCW, watch last week’s show and this one back to back. I don’t know if
I’ve ever seen a bigger change between two weeks of shows. This week had
an idea they were building towards, set up matches for the pay per view
and was WAY more coherent than anything WCW has done in so long.

Above all else, I never once got mad or ranted and raved about what they
could be thinking. That’s because it was always clear what they were
thinking. It might not have been the most interesting stuff, but you
could see exactly what they were shooting for here and it made the show
feel like wrestling again instead of the freak show that Russo has made



it into.

Now all that being said, this is still not a great or even good show.
Scott Steiner and Kevin Nash as the heroes isn’t going to work (oh and no
Hogan this week helped a lot too) as neither is interesting enough at the
moment, but at least Booker seems to be rising up the card in a hurry.
The wrestling was a bit better with some of the matches getting some
time, but it still doesn’t fix a lot of the problems. WAY better show
this week though with the major problem being removed and changing
everything.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

NXT – November 11, 2015: The
Groundwork
NXT
Date:  November 11, 2015
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Rich Brennan, Byron Saxton, Corey Graves

We’re on the road to London at the moment and the big story is Samoa Joe
turning on Finn Balor last week after Balor’s title defense against
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Apollo Crews. This likely sets up the main event at the next Takeover,
though there’s a chance Crews and Baron Corbin could be added in to make
it a four way. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the end of last week’s show.

Opening sequence.

Tye Dillinger vs. Baron Corbin

Never mind as Apollo Crews hits the ring and destroys Corbin, sending him
running off. Crews shouts at Corbin to come back but he’s long gone.

The announcers preview the rest of the show.

Bayley/Hype Bros vs. Blake and Murphy/Alexa Bliss

Ryder and Murphy get us going but it’s off to Bliss a few seconds in.
Bayley is more than happy to come in and, after Alexa takes off her
bracelet, the champ takes her down with a headlock. Fans: “SHE AIN’T
HYPED! BAYLEY’S HYPED!” Bayley sends her into the corner for a running
elbow but the threat of a Bayley to Belly sends Bliss out to the floor as
we take a break.

Back with Mojo clotheslining Blake and bringing in Ryder as Graves
psychoanalyzes his colleagues. Ryder gets caught in the wrong corner and
stomped down, followed by a backbreaker as the fans continue to chant
what sounds like “HEY WE WANT SOME BAYLEY!” Murphy’s reverse chinlock
doesn’t get very far so he drives Zack back into the corner for a
slingshot hilo from Blake.

Back up and Zack dives over for the tag to Mojo, in his neon green gear
(Byron: “SLIMER IS ON THE LOOSE!”). Everything breaks down and Bliss gets
knocked to the floor but she grabs the title and runs off. Bayley is
ticked off so she Bayley to Bellys Murphy and chases Bliss off.
Hyperdrive puts Murphy away at 12:11.

Rating: C. I don’t usually get annoyed with the NXT fans but that HEY WE
WANT SOME BAYLEY chant was driving me crazy here. The match itself was
just a formula match but it sets up Bliss vs. Bayley for the new champ’s



first fresh title match. Good enough here but most importantly it got the
job done, which is where NXT shines.

Ascension accepts Gable and Jordan’s challenge.

Nia Jax runs into Eva Marie and they walk off together.

Deonna vs. Nia Jax

No Eva in sight. A quick Samoan drop plants Deonna early on and we’re
already in the slow squash. Jax throws her into the corner and plants her
with a release spinebuster. A legdrop puts Deonna away at 1:49.

Clip of Dash Wilder/Scott Dawson beating the Vaudevillains in the Dusty
Classic to set up tonight’s title match.

William Regal underwent successful neck surgery. No word on how long he’s
out.

Bayley is looking for Bliss and finds her Women’s Title. Nia Jax jumps
her from behind and scares Bliss off for trying to get the title. Jax
looks at the title and drops it next to Bayley before leaving.

Tag Team Titles: Vaudevillains vs. Scott Dawson/Dash Wilder

Vaudevillains are defending. English and Dawson get things going but it’s
quickly off to Wilder with the champs taking over in the corner. Some
kicks to the chest put Wilder down so it’s off to Scott who gets caught
in an armbar. Wilder offers a distraction from the apron though and
Dawson takes out the knee as we go to a break. Back with English’s knee
in trouble as Wilder cranks away. Dawson wraps it around the post because
he wrestle like a modern day Anderson.

More shots to the leg set up a slingshot suplex (so he’s an Anderson and
Blanchard hybrid) for two. English’s leg is wrapped around the post again
but he pulls Dawson’s face into the post, allowing for the hot tag to
Gotch. Everything breaks down with Simon cleaning house, only to have
English tag back in for no logical reason. Gotch is sent into the steps
and English’s knee is crushed the same was Cass’ was a few weeks back.
Wilder’s reverse Figure Four gives us new champions at 12:00.



Rating: C+. This was an old school psychology driven match with the leg
work being the story running throughout the whole thing. The
Vaudevillains felt like transitional champions so this was a better idea
than letting them hang around while the titles got weaker. Wilder and
Dawson will have more opponents anyway and can lead to a showdown with
Gable and Jordan.

The new champs can’t believe it.

Bayley vs. Bliss for the title next week.

Here’s Samoa Joe for his big explanation. When the Dusty Classic was
announced, Finn Balor came to him and asked Joe to be his partner. They
won that tournament and Joe wanted an NXT Title match. Now to Balor’s
credit, he agreed to the match but did nothing when Regal put him in the
#1 contenders battle royal.

That lack of action drove Joe to do what he did last week because he
doesn’t deserve to wait for a title shot. The day he walked in to NXT he
was owed a shot because he’s Samoa Joe. This brings out Balor but the
referees break it up. Joe says good choices and grabs the Koquina Clutch
to choke Balor out. Joe holds up the title to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This was a moving day show for NXT as they got a lot
more stuff set up for down the road but it didn’t really like anything
big happened here, including a title change. The good thing about NXT
though is they’re capable of taking something that doesn’t feel huge and
turning it into something bigger later. You can see most of the London
show from here and it’s going to be a fun night because NXT takes the
time to set up their big shows instead of just throwing them together.

Results

Bayley/Hype Bros b. Blake and Murphy/Alexa Bliss – Hyperdrive to Murphy

Nia Jax b. Deonna – Legdrop

Scott Dawson/Dash Wilder b. Vaudevillains – Reverse Figure Four to
English



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Survivor  Series  Count-Up  –
2003  (2015  Redo):  Triple  H
the Flabby
Survivor Series 2003
Date: November 16, 2003
Location: American Airlines Center, Dallas, Texas
Attendance: 13,487
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, Tazz

This is the first of two redos that I’ll be doing for the year. It’s an
interesting time for WWE and Raw in particular as there are two General
Managers for the same show. While that sounds like a dream come true for
WWE, it needs to be changed tonight. Therefore we have Steve Austin’s
team vs. Eric Bischoff’s team, winner take all. That’s not the main event
of course because we’ve got HHH! Let’s get to it.

The opening video asks if you have what it takes to survive. I know I
usually make fun of this but it’s something that fits the simple idea of
the show. Why mess with something that works this well? It also gives the
Smackdown Survivor Series match some focus and doesn’t put the whole
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thing on the less interesting matches.

Team Angle vs. Team Lesnar

Kurt Angle, John Cena, Chris Benoit, Hardcore Holly, Bradshaw

Brock Lesnar, A-Train, Matt Morgan, Big Show, Nathan Jones

Holly is here due to Lesnar breaking his neck over a year ago. Lesnar’s
partners are just hired guns. Show is US Champion, which he almost never
defended. Brock is WWE Champion (Smackdown) so everyone wants to fight
him for obvious reasons. Morgan is an unknown and Jones never was any
good.

Cena rhymes a bit before the match, saying he’s the fetus and everyone
else is afterbirth. Can we stick with Dallas is the place to be and John
Cena is the man to beat please? He doesn’t need a stable, but he might
want to trade his partners in for a one night stand with Sable. Brock
might have something to say about that but as for Big Show, Cena is like
a big whistle. I’ll let you figure out the punchline. So he wants Sable
and Big Show? That’s….uh interesting.

Before we get to the match, I wish they would get rid of the sound effect
they use for the name graphics. It sounds like metal creaking and is
already annoying. Holly goes after Lesnar before the bell and sends him
into the steps. A referee gets shoved down and Holly is disqualified
before the match even starts. In the ring, A-Train misses a charge in the
corner and eats Bradshaw’s Clothesline for another elimination but Big
Show chokeslams Bradshaw for the third elimination in less than a minute.

Cena can’t FU Big Show and it’s off to Lesnar for what would be a very
different (and better) match later. John pounds Brock down in the corner
and gets two off a rollup until Brock sends Cena flying. It’s off to
Morgan as the announcers are talking about the Cruiserweight Title for no
apparent reason. Morgan’s sidewalk slam has Cena in more trouble and it’s
off to Jones, who is finally allowed to appear on live pay per view. Cena
finally scores with the Throwback (I miss that move) on Lesnar and it’s
off to Benoit.



Lesnar gets pounded into the corner as Benoit always looked awesome
against Brock. A big clothesline puts Benoit down and it’s off to Big
Show for a gorilla press, who talks trash to Angle while holding Benoit
in the air. The chokeslam is countered into the Crossface (I’ve always
loved that counter) but Brock is right there to break it up. We hit the
abdominal stretch with Show’s back to the camera (that’s probably a fine
today) and you can’t actually see most of Benoit. I never get used to how
big Show really is.

The standing legdrop gets two for Show and the big brawl breaks out on
the floor. Morgan comes in and gets dropkicked in the leg and face,
finally allowing for the hot tag to Angle. We’re already at the rolling
Germans so it’s off to Lesnar who gets suplexed as well. Everything
breaks down and the Angle Slam eliminates Morgan to tie it up. Show gets
dumped to the floor and the ankle lock gets rid of Jones, only to have an
F5 do the same to Angle. So after three more eliminations in less than a
minute, we have Lesnar/Big Show vs. Cena/Benoit.

Lesnar misses a charge at Benoit and hits the post so Benoit goes right
after the arm. The F5 is quickly countered into the Crossface and Cena is
smart enough to knock Show off the apron but Brock gets his feet into the
ropes. Another Crossface actually makes Lesnar tap clean, leaving Big
Show alone 2-1. The YOU TAPPED OUT chants begin and Benoit takes Show
down with a top rope shoulder. The Crossface is knocked away but Cena
nails Show with the chain, setting up the FU for the pin and the victory,
planting seeds for Wrestlemania in the process.

Rating: C-. I always liked the idea of this match on paper but it really
didn’t work in execution as it needed another ten minutes or so. There
were two stretches here that added up to six eliminations in about two
minutes. They went through this way too fast which is probably due to
time, but a World Champion’s match shouldn’t be cut for time. Just too
fast here.

Benoit and Cena shake hands after having issues for weeks.

Vince comes in to see Shane and points out that it’s father and son vs.
brothers tonight in separate matches. The only thing Shane feels is sorry



for Vince, who faces Undertaker later. Vince leaves and runs into Austin.
They start chuckling and then laughing but Austin gets serious really
fast and walks away. Nothing was said and JR and King are confused as
well.

Women’s Title: Molly Holly vs. Lita

Lita is freshly back from her year and a half off with the broken neck
and this is her first title shot. I’ll give you two guesses as to who the
fans are behind. Lita starts fast and suplexes Molly down, followed by a
nice nipup. That’s not serious enough for Molly so she sends Lita
crashing out to the floor. We hit a dragon sleeper on the challenger as
Lawler can’t seem to bring himself to talk about Molly’s looks. To be
fair, it really doesn’t feel right to try.

Back up and Lita hammers in some right hands but the comeback is short
lived as a sidewalk slam gets two. Molly actually tries to talk some
trash in the corner and gets powerbombed off the middle rope instead. The
Litasault misses though and the Molly Go Round (top rope flipping seated
senton) gets two. Frustrated, Molly loosens the middle turnbuckle and
drop toeholds Lita into the steel to retain. No I didn’t skip anything.
The referee either didn’t notice or didn’t car and it really is as sudden
as it sounds.

Rating: D. Lita just wasn’t back yet and the match didn’t work as a
result. Molly is really talented but the lack of charisma hurt her. At
the end of the day, she’s the most innocent and kind woman the company
had in years and for some reason they made her a heel. It never fit and
this was a good example of why it didn’t.

We recap Kane vs. Shane McMahon. Kane was doing his annual monster thing
and tombstoned Linda due to reasons of evil. That’s Kane’s evil, not
Linda’s  evil.  Shane  came  back  for  his  annual  (popular  theme  here)
wrestling run by trying to stop the monster. This leads us to an
ambulance match here.

Kane vs. Shane McMahon

Ambulance match which means casket but with an ambulance instead. Shane



goes after him to start but has to use a chair to knocks the steps into
Kane’s face. They’re already loading up the announcers’ table and thank
goodness for that. Would you want to imagine these two trying to do a
regular match? Shane hits him in the head with a monitor and drops the
sweet top rope elbow through the table. Kane sits up so let’s go into the
crowd for a change.

They get to the back with Shane sneaking up on Kane with a kendo stick.
Not a wrench or a pipe or something made of metal, but rather a wooden
stick. He was an athlete, not a scholar. Shane puts him in a security
booth and backs an SUV into Kane before calling in an ambulance on a
walkie-talkie (where did that come from?). Also, would that count even if
it’s not the designated ambulance? Wrestlemania XIV would seem to hold
precedence here.

Kane comes back by throwing Shane into a wall and there goes the camera,
drawing a lot of booing from the crowd. They’re right too as they paid
for a live show and are watching most of this on a monitor but then they
don’t even get to see all of it? I’ve never been a fan of going backstage
for just that reason.

Back to the arena with Kane throwing him against the other ambulance. JR:
“Like Shane was a cruiserweight.” Shane probably would be a cruiserweight
actually, or at least really close. An ambulance door to the face slows
Kane down (When all else fails, hit them with a door. It got Christian
the Hardcore Title at Wrestlemania XVIII.) but he just blasts Shane in
the face. He can only get one door shut with Shane inside though,
allowing McMahon to come back with a DDT on the concrete.

Again, since Shane isn’t the brightest guy on the planet, he comes back
with a trashcan. Not a heavy, thick object but rather a thin trashcan. He
makes up for it a bit with a Coast to Coast off the top of the ambulance
to drive the can into Kane’s face, landing on a box (which appeared to
have a crashpad inside) in the process. Kane still gets an arm out of the
ambulance door (that’s fine in this case as it took a long time for Shane
to get him inside) and just throws Shane against the ambulance wall. A
Tombstone on the concrete (no wonder Kane’s knees are shot) is enough to
put Shane away.



Rating: D+. Well that happened. Some of the spots were good but Shane
going for the cool looking stuff instead of the logical stuff like HIT
HIM WITH A WRENCH really brought it down. It also doesn’t help that this
got more time than the first match, because you want to push the boss’
son in a feud he has no business winning that went on for months. This
really could have gone to someone else to give them a rub but Shane gets
it instead. That’s not good and it got on a lot of wrestlers’ nerves back
in the day.

The ambulance leaves with Shane inside.

Brock tells Josh Matthews (who looks like even more of a tool than he
does now) that he didn’t tap out or lose because he’s not afraid of
anyone. Goldberg comes up to shake his hands, planting the seeds for
their, ahem, match at Wrestlemania.

Here’s the Coach in a neck brace to waste some time. Coach assures us
that he’ll be back to health soon enough and not to worry about him. As
he’s about to leave, Coach spots Dallas Mavericks owner Mark Cuban in the
front row. We get a quick interview where Cuban says he’s looking forward
to Austin beating Bischoff. Being a Bischoff guy, Coach disagrees and
asks Cuban about WWE referees vs. NBA referees (Cuban has a LONG history
with NBA referees) so Mark says all referees suck.

This brings out Bischoff (JR: “What happened to Survivor Series?”) to say
he’s in charge tonight. Cuban is in the ring with him now and Eric
threatens to have him thrown out, but maybe Bischoff should just do it
himself. Eric gets shoved down so here’s Randy Orton to lay Cuban out
with an RKO. They would actually revisit this SIX YEARS LATER when Cuban
guest hosted Raw and screwed Orton out of a match. Again: the opening
match with the World Champion gets thirteen match, Shane vs. Kane gets a
little more and this gets about six.

Evolution is having a party with some good looking women. They make a
toast to HHH getting the title back (from Goldberg) when Orton comes in.
Orton: “Guys listen…..whoa.” They’re proud of him for laying out Cuban
(why?) and he promises to take out Austin as well. Evolution will drink
to that.



Smackdown Tag Team Titles: Basham Brothers vs. Los Guerreros

The Bashams, with He-Man chest pieces, are defending and have Shaniqua
with them. My goodness what happened to the Bashams? They spent FOREVER
in developmental and were just another tag team on the main roster. It’s
a brawl to start with Danny (partner of Doug) being sent to the floor but
both of them have to save Shaniqua. I’m not sure why as she was one of
the most worthless managers and performers of all time.

Eddie starts with Three Amigos to Danny before it’s off to Chavo for two
off a basement dropkick. Back to Eddie who is sent to the floor and
beaten up by Shaniqua. Danny puts on a reverse chinlock as this is just a
Raw match. Yeah they’re all on Smackdown but Smackdown was a lot better
than this. Chavo comes back in with dropkicks and a bad looking tilt-a-
whirl slam for two on Doug.

Eddie saves his nephew from a middle rope spinebuster and Chavo adds a
running hilo for two. Chavo and Doug clothesline each other and Shaniqua
lets us have some Twin Magic. Even in 2003 I can’t get away from the
Bellas. Shaniqua takes a frog splash but Chavo accidentally kicks Eddie
on a tornado DDT, letting Danny roll Chavo up and grab the tights to
retain.

Rating: D+. Just a TV match here which isn’t enough when you’re on one of
the biggest pay per views of the year. The problem here is this was meant
to set up stuff in the future (Chavo vs. Eddie) instead of being about
the titles. That’s fine (see Royal Rumble 1994) down the road but it
doesn’t make for a good match here. The Bashams had no personality and
it’s a big reason why they weren’t going to make it like this. It’s a
major problem of this era and the modern era still: finding something
that works in developmental and scrapping it when they get to the main
roster, making most of the developmental time a waste.

Lawler and JR preview the elimination tag and tell us that Shane is
getting ready for a CAT scan.

We recap Team Austin vs. Team Bischoff, which is all about controlling
Raw. Austin isn’t allowed to touch anyone unless physically provoked
which drove him crazy. He also doesn’t trust anyone but he’s been forced



to trust five men tonight though because this is it. Bischoff had fired
him as a wrestler but Austin was brought back as co-GM which caused a
bunch of friction, setting up this match. If Austin wins tonight, he has
full power and can fight whenever he wants.

Team Austin vs. Team Bischoff

Austin: Shawn Michaels, Rob Van Dam, Booker T., Dudley Boyz

Bischoff: Chris Jericho, Christian, Randy Orton, Scott Steiner, Mark
Henry

Steiner  has  Stacy  Keibler  against  her  will  as  part  of  a  very
uncomfortable story. The Dudleyz are the Raw Tag Team Champions and Van
Dam is Intercontinental Champion. Christian and D-Von get things going,
which seems appropriate for old times’ sake. That goes nowhere so it’s
off to Van Dam who gets tow off a quick kick. Jericho comes in and gets
shouldered and suplexed for two.

Steiner gets the tag and eats a boot to the face, only to throw Van Dam
with a suplex to take over. A little crotching on the top makes it even
worse as we’re firmly in the early stages still, meaning that this didn’t
fall to the curse of “what else can we give the time to?”. Booker comes
in but gets run over as well with the bicep elbow drop getting two. JR
just has to bring up the three mini kings from 1994 because that story
NEVER gets old.

Booker nails a quick scissors kick and a Spinarooni as everything breaks
down. A low blow stops Booker and Steiner puts on the absolute worst
camel clutch I’ve ever seen. Stacy gets on the apron to play cheerleader
for Booker so Steiner breaks the hold. The reverse 3D plants Scott and
the Book End is good for the first elimination. Never mind the lead
though as the World’s Strongest Slam (I didn’t realize he had been using
it that long) from Henry ties it up thirty seconds later.

Bubba comes in with some hard shots to the jaw but Henry runs him over
Vader style. D-Von tries to help his brother, only to be slammed face
first into him by Henry’s insane power. Speaking of power, the Dudleyz
come back with 3D followed by a Five Star (the ECW Special?) to get rid



of Mark. Jericho is in next but Van Dam head fakes him to set up a split
legged moonsault for two.

It’s off to Orton for the first time and he blasts Van Dam with a big
clothesline. I can never get over seeing Orton looking human or having
hair. That’s one of the most jarring physical transformations I’ve ever
seen in wrestling and it always strikes me. Like a viper. Van Dam kicks
him in the face but Jericho shoves Rob off the top, setting up the RKO to
tie it up again.

The fans want tables but have to settle for D-Von getting two off a
headbutt. Jericho comes back in for two off a dropkick, followed by a
quick Flashback (sleeper drop) to get rid of D-Von. It’s Shawn/Bubba vs.
Christian/Jericho/Orton and Shawn gets his first tag to fire the crowd up
again. Jericho is quickly sent running over for a tag to Orton who has a
lot more luck with some forearms to the chest.

Back to Bubba who cleans house on all three until Jericho breaks up a
Bubba Bomb with a low blow, setting up an Unprettier to leave Shawn down
3-1. Christian is up first and Shawn hammers away with right hands, only
to be low bridged out to the floor by the other Canadian. The slow
beatdown  begins  and  Jericho  cuts  off  the  comeback  again,  allowing
Christian to catapult him into the post. JR gets in his “local basketball
team here” dribbling a ball line. Shawn is busted and you know the shaky
legs are coming soon.

Christian does the signature Shawn pose and punches away, only to charge
right into Sweet Chin Music to make it 2-1. That’s where Shawn is at his
best: looking dead on his feet with his back against the wall and
throwing superkicks because it’s all he’s got left. Oh and bleeding
normally helps. Jericho comes in for some right hands before it’s back to
Orton who grabs a belly to back suplex.

The heels start making some faster tags but Jericho dives into a kick to
the ribs and a DDT. Lawler: “I want to believe. I’m trying to believe.”
Shawn sends Orton to the floor and blocks the Lionsault with knees.
Jericho is up first though and tries the Walls, only to get small
packaged to tie it up. Lawler: “I BELIEVE!” Before he leaves though,



Jericho blasts Shawn in the head with a chair. Shouldn’t that be a DQ on
Orton as it’s interference when it’s down to one on one?

Orton comes back in with a high cross body but Shawn collapses to send
Orton crashing into the referee. You can actually feel the drama here,
even with JR being borderline obnoxious with the cheering for Austin. The
VERY bloody Shawn tunes up the band but Bischoff kicks him down. That’s
enough for Steve and the beating is on, including a Stunner to Orton.
Austin and Batista head to the back and here’s Batista to powerbomb
Shawn, giving Orton the final pin. And yes, you’re supposed to believe
that the referee saw or heard NONE of this.

Rating: B+. This took its time to get going but once they handed it over
to  Shawn,  it  was  all  gravy.  There’s  no  one  better  at  making  the
impossible comeback than Shawn Michaels and this was one of the better
ones he’s ever done. There was really no way you could have Austin’s guys
win here but they did a GREAT job of making you think that his team could
pull it off. That’s really impressive stuff and the match was great drama
with the action backing it up.

Shawn gets up in the big serious moment and says he let Austin down.
Steve doesn’t accept that and hugs him anyway as JR is being all serious,
which actually works here. Austin isn’t done though and comes back to the
ring after walking Shawn to the back. He talks about his career starting
in Dallas in 1989 and if it has to end, he’s glad it ended here. Cue
Coach with the cops, singing Goodbye. I think you get the drill here: he
has nothing to lose so the beating is on. Naturally beer is consumed,
just like it would be again when he was back in December.

We recap Undertaker vs. Vince McMahon. Undertaker had been feuding with
Vince’s handpicked champion Brock Lesnar so Undertaker was never going to
be allowed to be near the title again. One night, Undertaker won a match
granting him any match he wanted at Survivor Series. He picked Buried
Alive, which Vince gladly agreed to because Brock would destroy him
again.  Undertaker  meant  Vince  of  course  and  the  match  was  made.
Undertaker is promising to bury Vince once and for all tonight. I’m sure.

Undertaker vs. Vince McMahon



Buried Alive if that’s not clear. Tazz even has keys to victory. #3:
AVOID THE HOLE! That’s good advice in so many areas of life. I miss
Undertaker’s You’re Gonna Pay song. Vince has recently been saying a
higher power will protect him in this match. So he’s protecting himself?
Undertaker starts punching early on and SWEET GOODNESS Vince is gushing.
The beating continues with Vince getting crotched against the post.
Totally one sided as you would expect so far.

Undertaker chokes with a camera cord as payback for Vince threatening to
have Undertaker’s wife raped and his home blown up. Yep that happened.
One heck of a monitor shot knocks Vince over the table and an even bigger
shot with a shovel has Vince in a heap on the floor. Undertaker crushes
the ankle with the steps as there are LARGE red puddles underneath
Vince’s head. That’s one of the deepest blade jobs I’ve ever seen.

Undertaker finally carries him to the grave but a low blow FINALLY gives
Vince a breather and his first offense. A shovel to the chest puts
Undertaker in the grave but he comes right back and throws Vince in
instead. He goes to get in the bulldozer but the cab explodes. Cue Kane
to knock Undertaker into the grave. Vince is sent to the bulldozer and
Undertaker is buried.

Rating: C+. The match sucked but some of those shots to the head and that
SICK blade job more than carries it up. This was a violent mess and
that’s exactly what it needed to be, especially with the ending designed
to get us back to the Dead Man. That being said, WHY DID UNDERTAKER KEEP
AGREEING TO THESE MATCHES??? HE NEVER WON IT ONCE! Bad match, GREAT
violence and blood.

We recap Goldberg vs. HHH. After losing to him over and over, HHH issued
a $100,000 bounty because he thought he was Harley Race in modern times
(look up Starrcade 1983). Batista returned from injury and claimed the
bounty  by  breaking  Goldberg’s  ankle.  Tonight  is  HHH’s  rematch  and
Goldberg can barely walk coming in. This gets the music video treatment
even though there’s really not enough of a story to warrant it.

Raw World Title Goldberg vs. HHH

Goldberg is defending (doesn’t that mean Batista didn’t take him out?)



and HHH is looking WAY less developed than usual. He had a groin injury
around this time but did it really mess him up that badly? Like, it’s
WEIRD to see him looking like this. They slug it out before the bell and
the spear connects but Goldberg has to beat up Flair. Ric is clotheslined
to the floor and the bell actually rings. Even Lawler thinks waiting that
long is pretty stupid.

After a quick trip to the floor it’s back inside with Goldberg scoring
off a powerslam. The leg goes out though and HHH starts in on it,
including throwing him outside for some cheap shots from Goldberg. Back
in and HHH drops an elbow onto the leg, followed by a lot of stomping to
put the champion on the floor. Say it with me: and Flair gets in some
shots too.

There’s a half crab with Goldberg grabbing the ring skirt but for some
reason that’s not enough to break the hold, giving us JR’s sarcastic
voice. Goldberg pulls him face first into the post and puts both guys
down with a clothesline. It’s HHH up first but the Figure Four is broken
up, meaning we get a ref bump. Oh good as I was worried we might not have
one.

Flair throws in some brass knuckles to knock Goldberg silly for two. HHH
knocks the referee down again and it’s sledgehammer time. Goldberg takes
it away and hits Flair in the ribs, knocks out the invading Orton and
Batista and breaks up a Pedigree attempt. The spear and Jackhammer
connect to retain the title.

Rating: D. HHH sucked in 2003. I can barely remember a single good match
he had in the year (and yes I know there are a few here and there) but
the big ones were bad on top of bad on top of bad. It’s the same formula
no matter what and feels like it’s never going to end. All that aside,
what was up with his physique here? Go check this out. It’s like someone
went back to 1995 and inflated him. Bad match here, as you would expect.

Overall Rating: D. This show feels like they put the card together but
never bothered to put the show in order. It would have been much better,
and made WAY more sense, to have the Austin vs. Bischoff match go on last
as it’s implied to be Austin’s final appearance, which is a lot more



important than your run of the mill title defense. The rest of the show
is pretty much just there, ranging from bad to dull. Swapping the card
wouldn’t have fixed it entirely but it would have made for a much more
entertaining night instead of wanting to know what else we had to sit
through.

Ratings Comparison

Team Angle vs. Team Lesnar

Original: B-

2012 Redo: C

2015 Redo: C-

Molly Holly vs. Lita

Original: D+

2012 Redo: D+

2015 Redo: D

Kane vs. Shane McMahon

Original: D+

2012 Redo: D+

2015 Redo: D+

Basham Brothers vs. Los Guerreros

Original: D

2012 Redo: D+

2015 Redo: D+

Team Bischoff vs. Team Austin

Original: A-



2012 Redo: B

2015 Redo: B+

Vince McMahon vs. Undertaker

Original: D

2012 Redo: D

2015 Redo: C+

Goldberg vs. HHH

Original: D-

2012 Redo: D+

2015 Redo: D

Overall Rating

Original: C-

2012 Redo: D+

2015 Redo: D

One step down every year.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/12/history-of-survivor-series-count
-up-2003-austin-vs-bischoff/

And the original redo:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/09/survivor-series-count-up-2012-ed
ition-2003-austins-retiring-forever-and-doesnt-close-the-show/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/12/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-2003-austin-vs-bischoff/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/12/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-2003-austin-vs-bischoff/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/09/survivor-series-count-up-2012-edition-2003-austins-retiring-forever-and-doesnt-close-the-show/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2012/11/09/survivor-series-count-up-2012-edition-2003-austins-retiring-forever-and-doesnt-close-the-show/


http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Survivor  Series  Count-Up  –
2002: That Stupid Chamber
Survivor Series 2002
Date: November 17, 2002
Location: Madison Square Garden, New York City, New York
Attendance: 17,930
Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, Tazz

Aside from Lesnar, a lot of the roster for this show is the same.
However, there are several wrestlers that have debuted for the company
but aren’t on the show tonight. Over the summer, Batista, Randy Orton and
John Cena all debuted and most of them made a strong impact upon
arriving. We’ll be hearing more from them in the future but it’s not
their time yet. Let’s get to it.

The intro video is almost all about the Chamber.

Dudley Boys/Jeff Hardy vs. 3 Minute Warning/Rico

This is an elimination tables match and it’s Bubba and Spike Dudley
instead of D-Von due to the Brand Split. Spike and Bubba got put through
the same table on Raw Monday to set this up. 3 Minute Warning (Jamal and
Rosey) are two very large Samoans and Rico is their athletic stylist. The
Dudleys and Jeff clear the ring to start and Spike is thrown into the
arms of the Samoans. It’s Bubba vs. Rico in the ring at the moment,

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B015IN12I2
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/11/10/survivor-series-count-up-2002/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/11/10/survivor-series-count-up-2002/


because putting Spike and Jeff against Jamal and Rosey is a great idea
right? Bubba chops Rico HARD in the corner before things settle down.

What’s Up hits Jamal and we get to the tagging section of the match
before everything breaks down again. Bubba tells Jeff to get the tables
but Rosey runs over Bubba after Bubba sets up a table in the corner. A
BIG backdrop puts Jeff on the floor and Rosey rams Spike’s head into a
table. Rosey misses a charge and drives himself through a table in the
corner but that doesn’t count because it wasn’t someone else putting him
through.

Jeff tries a top rope dive at Rosey but literally bounces off. Rico
brings in another table and gets caught in a Dudley Dog, but 3 Minute
Warning catches him in a double powerbomb to put Spike through the table
instead. Jeff and Bubba get slammed down but Bubba knocks Rosey off the
top and Jeff sends Rico flying into a cameraman. Bubba pounds away but
Rico hits a spinwheel kick to take his head off. Rico could go in the
ring make no mistake.

Rosey and Jeff go out into the crowd and there’s a table out there with
them. Well of course there is. Jeff is put on said table as Bubba gets
kicked in the face by Rico. Jamal misses a splash and crushes Rico,
allowing Bubba to Bubba Bomb Jamal and go to save Jeff. With Bubba’s
help, Jeff goes up to the top of an entrance and hits a BIG Swanton
through Rosey through the table to make it 2-2.

Back in the ring Jamal has Bubba on a table ready for a Rico moonsault,
but he looks hesitant to launch. He looks over his shoulder and shouts
“C’MON JEFF!” before staggering. THEN Jeff shakes the ropes and Rico
crotches himself. Not the best response but that’s on Jeff more than
Rico. Bubba tries a belly to back superplex through the table but Jamal
moves it away. Jeff hits Whisper in the Wind to Jamal and follows it with
a dropkick.

Hardy goes to the floor to get another table which he throws at Jamal.
Jeff tries to run the railing but Jamal throws the table at Jeff, who
goes flying through it. That doesn’t count which I can kind of agree with
for a change. Jamal puts Jeff on another table and hits a HUGE splash off



the top to eliminate Jeff. That looks awesome. Bubba beats on Rico in the
ring but Jamal saves his sideburned buddy. Jamal goes up to try a top
rope hurricanrana (I guess) on Bubba, only to get caught in a HUGE
powerbomb through the table to get us down to one on one.

It’s Rico vs. Bubba with the former pounding away and pulling in another
table. Rosey comes back in but Bubba pounds away on him too. Now Jamal is
in there too and it’s D-VON to the rescue! He’s on Smackdown at this
point so this is a big deal as people really didn’t jump from roster to
roster. 3D puts Rico through the table to end this.

Rating: B-. That’s likely high but this was what you want to open a show.
It helps a lot that this was a fifteen minute match instead of like six
minutes like they are on Raw. This was fun and the pop for the reunion of
the Dudleys (which would be permanent) was a feel good moment. Good stuff
here and a good choice to open things up, especially in New York City.

Stacy is at the World (WWF New York) looking great. She introduces Saliva
who is doing a mini-concert at the club. They perform Always here to eat
up a few minutes and we get a video about the remaining matches.

RVD is stretching before the Chamber.

Cruiserweight Title: Jamie Noble vs. Billy Kidman

Jamie (white trash from a trailer park) is defending and has Nidia (Tough
Enough winner) with him. Kidman (talented cruiserweight from WCW) grabs
two very fast rollups for two each and make that four in the first 30
seconds. Jamie bails to the floor but Kidman throws him right back in.
Noble comes back with a neckbreaker and it’s off to a bow and arrow.
Kidman gets thrown to the floor and Noble hits a suicide dive. Tazz: “I
think Noble has something up his sleeve, but he’s not wearing a shirt so
he has no sleeve.”

Back in and Kidman speeds things up with a back elbow and a dropkick
followed by an AA into a backbreaker for two. A Falcon’s Arrow gets two
for Noble so Kidman loads up a belly to back suplex position but he slams
Noble down face first instead. Kidman loads up the Shooting Star but
Noble bails to the floor. That’s fine with Billy so he dives on Noble out



there to take the champ down again.

Back in and Nidia distracts Kidman but gets knocked off the apron by
Kidman. The BK Bomb (Low Down) gets two for Kidman as does a Tiger Bomb
for Noble. They go up top and Kidman hits a sitout inverted DDT. That was
pretty awesome looking but it only gets two. Noble hits an elevated DDT
for two out of the corner so Kidman hits an enziguri to take over again.
Billy loads up the Shooting Star but a Nidia distraction….only delays
Kidman as he hits the Shooting Star for the pin and the title.

Rating: B-. These two got going good and strong at the end which is
exactly what you want from a match like this. When you can get into the
area of a match where it’s one big move after another and you’re just
waiting on one of them to stay down, that’s a great sign. The Shooting
Star looked great too. This wasn’t a masterpiece or anything but it was
solid.

Angle and Benoit are in the back and Angle is incensed that Kidman could
win a title. If he can win, then so can they, as long as Benoit stays out
of the captain’s way. Benoit gets in his face but Angle says they should
be friends to the end. Benoit offers a handshake but Angle says no way.
Angle: “I don’t shake hands! Tag team partners hug!”

Victoria (new Diva) is still psycho here and looking in a mirror. Then
she thinks it’s Trish and goes nuts.

We recap Trish vs. Victoria. Victoria is batty and claims that it’s
because she and Trish used to work together as fitness models, but Trish
slept her way to the top. Tonight it’s about revenge in a hardcore match.

Women’s Title: Victoria vs. Trish Stratus

Hardcore rules here and Trish is defending in a rematch after she beat
Victoria last month. Victoria immediately chokes her with Trish’s coat
before getting a broom out of one of the trashcans on each post. Trish
jumps the broom but Victoria takes her down almost immediately. Victoria
chokes her with the broom in the corner but gets flipped to the mat.

Now Trish finds a trashcan lid but Victoria knocks the lid into her head



with the broom. We head to the floor and Trish gets whipped HARD into the
trashcan. Back in and Victoria hits her slingshot legdrop for two. The
challenger puts a trashcan in between the top and middle rope but Trish
grabs her legs and slingshots Victoria’s head into the can. Trish sets up
an ironing board in the corner and whips Victoria into it for two.

It’s kendo stick time with Victoria taking a beating. She gets a boot up
in the corner though and BLASTS Trish with a trashcan lid. Victoria has a
bloody nose and sits on the middle rope, allowing Trish to try a
hurricanrana out of the corner. Victoria counters into a kind of Boston
Crab position, but Trish does a big situp and hits Victoria in the head
with a can lid.

That only stuns her though so Trish BLASTS her in the head with a
trashcan lid again to knock Victoria off the ropes and out to the floor.
Victoria gets a mirror from under the ring but Trish superkicks her down.
Chick Kick gets two for Trish and a bulldog gets the same. Victoria rolls
to the floor and pulls out a fire extinguisher to blast Trish in the
face. A followup suplex of all things is enough to give Victoria the pin
and the title.

Rating: B. This was AWESOME with both chicks beating the tar out of each
other. The story of the match worked really well too with Trish trying to
wrestle her way out of trouble against a monster that wanted to hurt her
no matter what. This worked really well and is one of the most intense
Divas matches you’ll ever see.

Booker is getting ready.

Bischoff brags about the Chamber for a bit. Big Show comes up and says
he’ll show Eric why trading him to Smackdown was a bad idea.

Heyman is worried that Brock can’t beat Big Show. Lesnar has legitimately
injured ribs due to Show hurting him at a house show.

We recap Show vs. Lesnar. Lesnar beat Undertaker in the Cell last month,
so Show beat up Undertaker to make himself the next challenger. Even
Heyman says Brock can’t beat him.



Smackdown World Title: Big Show vs. Brock Lesnar

Lesnar is defending here and is mostly a face now. It’s on in a hurry as
the fans are behind Lesnar. Show gets in a shot to the ribs in the corner
and launches Brock across the ring. Brock is all like BRING IT ON and
grabs a double leg to take Show down. They head to the floor and Brock
gets rammed into the post. Back in and Brock pounds away before hitting
something like a belly to back suplex. Show misses a charge and Brock
“hits” a German, which means Show lands on Brock’s head. Brock tries an
F5 but Show knees him in the ribs.

The referee gets bumped and Brock THROWS Big Show down with an overhead
belly to belly. Heyman tosses in a chair and Brock cracks Show over the
head with it. There’s the F5 and a new referee but Heyman pulls the
referee out of the ring. This makes no sense and I’ll get to why in a
second. Lesnar figures out what’s going on and gives chase, but charges
right into a pair of chair shots to the ribs. Show chokeslams Brock onto
the chair for the pin and the title. That’s Brock’s first ever loss.

Rating: D+. Most of that is for Lesnar’s INSANE power. Here’s why this
match ticks me off: Lesnar had to get the title taken off of him because
of injury. That’s fine. So they pick BIG SHOW to take it from him? This
is the same idea as Nash beating Goldberg: you have an unstoppable
monster and you take the title off of him for the sake of this veteran?
You have Angle, Benoit, Eddie Guerrero and Edge on the Smackdown roster
and you pick BIG SHOW? Now to be fair Angle got the title in a month, but
why not just cut out the middle man and make a new star?

As for why Heyman’s turn makes no sense, the whole idea of the match was
that Heyman didn’t think Lesnar could suplex, F5 or beat Big Show. He did
the first two things and had Show beat until Heyman turned. Heyman is a
lot of things, but he’s always been someone that knows what kind of a
monster he’s got and sticks with them to the end. This is out of
character for him, especially when an injured Brock had proven he could
beat Show. So on top of being a bad match with bad booking, it makes no
sense. Nice job WWE.

Show and Heyman immediately bail.



We recap the triple threat Tag Team Title match. Benoit and Angle beat
Rey and Edge in the match of the year at No Mercy in a tournament final.
The new champions argued over who is team captain and have to work
together or they’re suspended. Edge and Mysterio won the titles on
Smackdown in 2/3 falls match. Stephanie threw in Los Guerreros because
these are the Smackdown Six and you can’t have just four of them
together, even though we’ve had that for months. Not that I’m complaining
though, because this is going to be AWESOME.

Smackdown Tag Titles: Edge/Rey Mysterio vs. Kurt Angle/Chris Benoit vs.
Los Guerreros

Edge and Mysterio are champions and this is under elimination rules. It’s
Mysterio vs. Benoit to start which is fine with me. Benoit hits a HARD
chop but gets caught in a hurricanrana and a flapjack to give Rey what
will likely be a short lived advantage. Off to Edge for a double hiptoss
before Kurt gets the tag and a big pop. Chavo punches Angle in the back
of the head and apparently that’s a tag.

Chavo gets shouldered down but nips up immediately. Off to Mysterio vs.
Eddie which is one of those pairings that works no matter what. A
headscissors takes Eddie down and it’s off to Kurt to face the masked
man. They’re going very fast paced so far. Angle misses a charge into the
post but Rey takes too much time on the top and gets run over by Kurt.
The Olympian tags in the Canadian who suplexes Rey down for two.

Back to Angle who suplexes Rey down and gets in a cheap shot on Edge. The
Angle Slam is countered but Angle clotheslines Rey down instead. Back to
Chris as Tazz talks about Los Guerreros not wanting to get in yet. The
battling partners tag in again so Angle can put on a front facelock. Rey
fights up after about a minute in the hold and kicks Kurt in the face to
take him down.

There’s the hot tag to Edge who cleans house with a bunch of suplexes.
Eddie comes in and goes to the floor with Rey. Edge misses the spear and
gets caught in a Crossface and ankle lock AT THE SAME TIME. Mysterio
breaks both parts of the hold up and Chavo pulls Angle to the floor. Rey
dives on both of them and Benoit Germans Edge but Eddie comes in off the



top to sunset flip Benoit, sending Edge flying in a German for two each.
Eddie gets suplexed to the floor with his head smashing into the apron on
the way down.

Benoit rolls more Germans on Edge (Is it any wonder why he needed neck
surgery five months after this?) and Eddie hits the Frog Splash on Edge
but Benoit hits the Swan Dive on Eddie. Angle Slam and Ankle lock to
Eddie while Benoit Crossfaces Edge. Chavo hits Benoit with a belt and
throws it to Angle. Benoit thinks Angle hit him and Mysterio dropkicks
Chris into Angle. Angle and Rey go to the floor and Edge spears Benoit
for the elimination. Absolutely amazing sequence there which NEVER
STOPPED.

Angle and Benoit destroy Edge and Rey before leaving. They lay out Los
Guerreros too for fun. Eddie vs. Edge keeps the match going and Eddie
suplexes the Canadian down before it’s off to Chavo. Chavo pounds away on
Edge as Los Guerreros double team. We get down to a much more standard
tag team formula with Edge playing Ricky Morton. Edge finally comes back
with a double clothesline and it’s off to Rey.

Things speed up again with Rey flying all over the place and hitting a
headscissors to put Chavo down. Edge spears both guys down and launches
Rey up to hurricanrana Eddie off the top. That’s another awesome
sequence. There’s the 619 to Eddie but Chavo hits Rey in the back to
break up the West Coast Pop. Eddie puts on the Lasso From El Paso (a
Boston Crab/Sharpshooter hybrid) for the tap and the titles.

Rating: B+. This was a match that felt like it got hacked to death. If
you give these guys another 15 minutes (the match ran 20) and take away
the belt shots, the match gets a lot better. The first half, as in before
the first elimination, is INCREDIBLE. The stuff after that though is good
but standard. Still though, these guys were the future of the company and
it was a good sign to see them. Combine that with three guys named
Batista, Orton and Cena that had debuted earlier in the year and you’ve
got the next five years of WWE.

Christopher Nowitski (a Harvard graduate from Tough Enough) is here to
make fun of New York in a really dull promo. Matt Hardy comes out to yell



at him before blasting New York as well. The mouth running goes on even
longer until FINALLY Scott Steiner debuts and murders them. Somehow this
took nearly eight minutes. Steiner would go on to have perhaps the two
worst PPV World Title matches in recorded history against HHH before
being shunted down the card.

Shawn Michaels says he believes in himself but we get RNN BREAKING NEWS!
It’s Randy Orton, who has a bad shoulder. He says there’s no new damage
to his bad shoulder due to an extra pillow on the plane. This was the WAY
over the top deal that Orton was doing which first turned him heel. I
loved it but it got annoying fast, which is the right idea.

We recap the Elimination Chamber. HHH is the official WORLD CHAMPION OF
EVERYTHING but Shawn beat him at Summerslam and wants a rematch. Bischoff
wants to top the Cell so here’s his latest idea. The rules are mostly
simple: two guys start and there are four more in individual pods. After
five minutes there’s a new guy introduced and it’s elimination rules. The
winner is world champion. The other four guys are there because they’re
the biggest stars on Raw. This video is set to Always again and they’re
not even trying to hide that this is mostly about HHH vs. Shawn.

HHH says that he’s awesome and he’ll keep the title.

Eric comes out and walks through the Chamber to explain everything I just
said. Apparently the glass is bulletproof. This is the first time the
Chamber had been seen and I believe the first time the rules have been
explained.

Raw World Title: Kane vs. Chris Jericho vs. HHH vs. Shawn Michaels vs.
Booker T vs. Rob Van Dam

Jericho is a Tag Team Champion with Christian, but the cool part here is
that as he comes out, Saliva does his theme song live at WWF New York.
HHH is defending of course. Shawn’s tights are….brown. This is one of
those decisions that no one ever quite got and he was made fun of
extensively for them apparently. I mean…..BROWN? Mankind wore brown for
crying out loud. The wide shot of the Chamber really does look cool.
Anyway the entrances take a long time and RVD vs. HHH gets us going.



Van Dam hits a spinwheel kick to take HHH down but walks into a
facebuster. The Pedigree is countered into a backdrop over the top to hit
the cage outside the ring. JR’s statements about the Chamber are already
nuts as he says it has no soul or conscience. As in the pieces of steel
and metal. Anyway, HHH is rammed into the cage over and over to bust him
open and Van Dam hits Rolling Thunder over the top rope to land on HHH on
the cage. There’s a floor made of cage surrounding the ring that is level
with the mat if that wasn’t clear.

Van Dam goes up on one of the pods but his flip dive mostly hits the
floor instead of HHH. Back in the ring and HHH gets stomped down in the
corner as Jericho is added in as the third man. Van Dam immediately kicks
him down and it’s five minutes until the next entrant. A cartwheel into a
moonsault gets two on Jericho and they head outside the ring as well. In
the first famous spot in the Chamber’s history, Van Dam jumps off the top
rope, misses Jericho, and grabs onto the cage like Spider-Man before
spinning back around to cross body Jericho.

HHH gets back up and hits the knee to the face of Van Dam which gives
Jericho a two count. HHH and Jericho double team RVD before Chris tells
Shawn to suck it. Van Dam’s back gets rammed into the cage wall some more
and Jericho talks a lot of trash. Rob’s back goes into the cage over and
over and we head back in to the ring. There’s a spin kick to put Jericho
down as Booker T is in fourth.

Booker quickly clears the ring and we get a Spinarooni before Van Dam
fights Booker one on one. Booker gets in some shots to Rob but walks into
the stepover kick to give Van Dam control again. HHH gets back up and
takes Van Dam down, only to get caught by the scissors kick from Booker.
The next big spot of the match is Van Dam going up to the top of the pod
and hitting the Five Star on HHH, with Van Dam’s knee hitting HHH’s
throat, severely (and legitimately) injuring HHH’s windpipe. Since HHH
can’t get up right now to eliminate Van Dam, Booker hits a missile
dropkick to take Van Dam out.

Booker grabs a quick cover on HHH but only gets two. Jericho goes after
Booker but gets caught in an Alabama Slam for his efforts. Kane comes in
fifth and goes off on Booker and Jericho as HHH lays on the outside.



Jericho gets launched face first into the cage wall and is then thrown
through the bulletproof, yes BULLETPROOF, glass. This would become a
running joke in the Chamber over the years.

JR says the Chamber has no soul or conscience again just to hammer home
the point. Kane chokeslams Booker and Jericho adds the Lionsault to take
Booker out and get us down to four guys. A Kane suplex gets two on
Jericho as we’re waiting on Shawn to come in. HHH goes up top for no
apparent reason and gets slammed down ala Flair. Jericho missile
dropkicks Kane down and here’s HBK.

HHH is down in the corner of course so Shawn can only beat on Kane and
Jericho. There’s the forearm to Kane but no nipup, leaving everyone down
at the moment. Kane whips Shawn HARD into the corner where Shawn flips
upside down. There’s a chokeslam for all three remaining guys not named
Kane but instead of covering, Kane loads up a Tombstone on HHH. Shawn
superkicks Kane down but he sits up. The Pedigree and Lionsault finally
put Kane out and we’re down to three.

Shawn gets double teamed by HHH and Jericho and it’s time for Chris to
dance. A few rams into the cage bust Shawn open. Jericho talks more trash
and HHH walks around a lot. Shawn tries to fight back but his piledriver
on the cage is countered to backdrop his bad back onto the cage again.
There’s the Lionsault….for two.

Shawn comes back with a moonsault press to Jericho for two before putting
Jericho in the Walls. HHH finally comes back from getting popcorn or
something with a DDT to Shawn. Jericho and HHH finally get in the
argument you were expecting and the fight is on. Jericho jumps out of the
corner and lands in the Pedigree, but Jericho counters into the Walls.
While holding HHH, Shawn kicks Jericho’s head off and it’s down to one on
one.

So it’s Shawn, bloodied and injured and in his second match in four
years, against an also injured HHH in the main event at Madison Square
Garden. The spinebuster puts Shawn down and HHH backdrops him over the
top. Shawn sends HHH into the cage but when Shawn tries to Pedigree HHH
on the steel, HHH counters into a slingshot through the cage again.



Back in the ring all that gets two and it’s time for the slugout. A
facebuster puts Shawn down and it’s another clothesline to put him onto
the outside. The Pedigree on the steel is countered into another
slingshot into the Chamber wall. Back into the ring and Shawn drops the
elbow off the top of the pod. The Superkick is countered into the
Pedigree and, say it with me, Shawn kicks out at two. Another Pedigree is
countered into a backdrop, followed by the Sweet Chin Music to give Shawn
the title.

Rating: D+. I’ve mellowed on this match in the last few years to the
point where I’m not mad about it anymore. However, it’s still one of
those matches where you look at it and say really. As in REALLY? We’re
supposed to buy that Shawn can survive ALL of that and still win the
title? You have to keep in mind this isn’t the Shawn who was having the
match of the year for like five years running. No one expected him to go
on as long as he did. At this point, making it to Wrestlemania would have
been impressive.

That’s where this match loses it for me: we’re supposed to buy that Shawn
is so great, so amazing, and so tough that he can basically walk off the
street and be better than four of the top guys in the business? There
comes a point where my suspension of disbelief is cut off and I can’t buy
this anymore. We passed that at Summerslam, making this even more
ridiculous. This match is also the reason we had to sit through the AWFUL
match at Armageddon, where HHH and Shawn got to waste 40 minutes of our
time by barely being able to move.

In short, this is way more than I can accept as far as the match being
realistic. In wrestling, you have to accept that some stuff is
ridiculous. That’s called suspending disbelief. However, there comes a
point where that’s not the case any longer. It’s unrealistic in wrestling
terms to accept that Shawn can survive all this and win the title. This
was pure selfishness from Shawn and HHH, which would get WAY worse in the
future. HHH wouldn’t make a new star for over a YEAR when he put Benoit
over at Wrestlemania in the same arena.

As for the rest of the match, it’s acceptable, but WAY too long. The
Chamber matches need to go about thirty minutes instead of the forty this



one went. The last seventeen minutes here, as in the amount of time after
Kane is eliminated, are REALLY repetitive and while they had good drama,
they needed to be cut. Booker, RVD, Jericho and Kane were all there to
fill in spaces and be there for Shawn and HHH to bounce off of. I don’t
hate the match, but it really doesn’t work all that well.

Confetti falls to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The show overall is pretty solid actually but the
main event is a good sized letdown. The Show/Lesnar stuff I went on about
enough, but other than those two things the card is pretty solid. The
triple threat tag is good stuff but the No Mercy match is even better.
This show is worth checking out, but you won’t be thrilled by the
Chamber.

Ratings Comparison

Dudley Boys/Jeff Hardy vs. Rico/3 Minute Warning

Original: B

Redo: B-

Billy Kidman vs. Jamie Noble

Original: C+

Redo: B-

Victoria vs. Trish Stratus

Original: C-

Redo: B

Big Show vs. Brock Lesnar

Original: D-

Redo: D+

Los Guerreros vs. Kurt Angle/Chris Benoit vs. Edge/Rey



Mysterio

Original: B

Redo: B+

Shawn Michaels vs. HHH vs. Booker T vs. Rob Van Dam vs. Kane
vs. Chris Jericho

Original: B

Redo: D+

Overall Rating

Original: B-

Redo: C+

Dang that’s a big swing on the Chamber. I don’t remember
liking it that much the first time.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/02/20/survivor-series-2002-
the-longest-rant-about-anything-ive-ever-done/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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Monday Night Raw – November
9, 2015: It’s A Tournament!
Uh, Yay!
Monday  Night Raw
Date: November 9, 2015
Location: Manchester Arena, Manchester, England
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Byron Saxton

We’re across the ocean for the annual European tour and for once it’s a
big night as the World Title tournament begins. Seth Rollins is out due
to a torn ACL, meaning it’s time to have a tournament for the vacant
title. The brackets will be revealed tonight and it should be interesting
to see what they have planned. Let’s get to it.

We open with the title on a stand in the middle of the ring as Cole
recaps Rollins’ injury.

Here’s HHH to address the title situation. HHH thanks Seth for always
living up to the expectations the Authority had and pauses for a THANK
YOU SETH chant. There’s going to be a tournament set up with the winner
becoming the new champion at Survivor Series. A few weeks ago though, we
crowned a new #1 contender so HHH would like Reigns to come out here
right now.

While it’s true that there’s a tournament, it seems unfair to HHH that
Reigns should have to walk through the tournament with no advantage.
Instead, HHH offers to let Reigns advance to Survivor Series to face the
winner of the tournament. The reality is that the Authority was thinking
about giving Reigns the spot before they picked Rollins. HHH saw so much
potential in Reigns and thinks he could have been the biggest star in the
business.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/11/09/monday-night-raw-november-9-2015-its-a-tournament-uh-yay/
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Could Reigns have fought and beaten Brock on his own and then held the
title as long as he wanted? It would have been interesting to see. What
HHH has seen is Reigns going up against wall after wall and never
quitting. All Reigns has to do now is be HHH’s man, which Reigns calls
selling out.

HHH doesn’t like that term and says forget all these morals because he
could be given everything that he deserves. He even gets more serious by
bringing up Reigns’ family. Roman could secure his daughter’s daughter’s
future by just saying yes. The fans still say NO and Reigns says the same
because he wants to do it his way. HHH thanks him for reminding him why
he didn’t pick Reigns in the first place, so welcome to the back of the
line. Reigns’ first match is right now. This opens a few doors as Reigns
could change his mind or someone else could take the spot instead. Most
interesting indeed.

WWE World Title Tournament First Round: Roman Reigns vs. Big Show

Show headbutts him down to start and they go to the floor with Show
throwing him over the bottom rope and back inside. See, Show is big and
strong. That makes him entertaining in case you haven’t gotten it in the
last nearly seventeen years. Reigns dives into a chop to the chest and
gets whipped across the ring as this is one sided so far. Show’s splash
gets two and he throws Reigns down again as we take another break.

Total dominance so far but at least we’re getting this thing out of the
way in the first round instead of sitting through a bunch of Show wins.
Back with Reigns firing off right hands but getting caught in a bearhug
(that felt like they came back a few seconds early). Reigns throws him
off and grabs a Samoan drop, followed by the corner clotheslines. That
earns Roman a chokeslam for two but the Superman Punch and spear advance
Reigns at 11:57.

Rating: C-. Remember all those other matches they’ve had before? This is
the most recent one. There’s nothing interesting between these two and no
one on the planet believed Reigns wasn’t advancing here. At the end of
the day, Roman Reigns vs. Big Show is the most simple idea that they have
anymore and it’s really not working. Find someone else for Reigns to beat



up because this match is already rammed into the ground.

Here are the full brackets.

Roman Reigns

Cesaro

Sheamus

Alberto Del Rio

Stardust

Kalisto

Ryback

Titus O’Neil

Kevin Owens

Neville

King Barrett

Dolph Ziggler

Miz

Dean Ambrose

Tyler Breeze

That’s uh….pretty lame. You can almost see the finals from here, save for
a quick swerve. If they do turn Ambrose heel against a face Reigns, sweet
goodness they’ve lost their minds even more than I thought they had.

Quick video of Undertaker and Kane during their most dominant days. The
Wyatts will be paying respect to them later.

Wayne Rooney of Manchester United is here.



WWE World Title Tournament First Round: Titus O’Neil vs. Kevin Owens

Non-title of course. Before the match, Owens says you can buy his theme
music on iTunes and put some change in his pockets. “And yes, I actually
have pockets on my wrestling gear. That’s how awesome I am.” Owens talks
about how WWE needs change right now and what better place than in the
smartest fans in the world here in England. However, Owens thinks they’re
dumb for following something like the Royal Family. The change is all
about Owens though, because this is his show.

Kevin fights out of the corner to start but gets kicked in the face to
knock him outside. We take an early break and come back with Titus
fighting out of a chinlock. Titus is told that he isn’t on Kevin’s level
and pounds away in the corner, followed by the dog bark and a missed
charge. The Pop Up Powerbomb ends Titus at 6:56.

Rating: D. Well at least it’s over. This was just an extended workout for
Owens and the kind of match he should win with ease. I’m glad we’re
getting these lame matches out of the way in the early rounds and at
least they’re keeping them quick. Owens could make a real run in this
thing and I hope he doesn’t lose clean whenever he’s eliminated.

Owens steals JBL’s hat. Thank goodness that won’t lead to a feud.

Paige thinks Becky Lynch is a rat and the only thing better than beating
Baby Flair for the title is beating the B and then taking out the C. I
kind of dig that.

Clip of Undertaker beating Sid for the title at Wrestlemania XIII and one
of Kane cashing in Money in the Bank to win the title at Money in the
Bank 2010.

Paige vs. Becky Lynch

So do they keep the #1 contender strong or have her lose at home instead?
They brawl to start with Becky in trouble against the home country star.
The fans quiet down until THIS IS MY HOUSE wakes them up all over again.
Paige puts her in the Tree of Woe and pulls back on Becky’s arms in an
incredibly painful looking hold. They trade abdominal stretches until



Becky charges into a superkick (of course) for two. The Rampaige gets the
same as Becky is too close to the ropes. Paige loads up the PTO but Becky
rolls her up for the pin at 5:00.

Rating: C. They had two options here and they picked the stupid one
because this is WWE and that’s all they know how to do. Becky and Paige
could do something great but that’s hard to do in just five minutes. It’s
very nice to see Becky get a win for a change though as she hasn’t won
anything on her own on TV since August.

Post match Paige puts Becky on the table for the PTO (It’s like the same
move! BUT ON A TABLE!) until Charlotte makes the save.

Video on Wrestlemania tickets going on sale.

WWE World Title Tournament First Round: Dolph Ziggler vs. The Miz

They start fast with Ziggler grabbing a leg but having to escape the
Skull Crushing Finale. Miz bails from a superkick but walks into a
clothesline. Dolph misses a charge into the corner and Miz starts in on
the knee. Now it’s Miz’s turn to have a charge hit buckle and Dolph gets
two off a backslide. Miz kicks him in the head and puts on the Figure
Four though. Dolph finally makes the rope, pops up and superkicks Miz for
the pin at 5:07.

Rating: D+. Logical story with the leg work aside, I really wasn’t
feeling this one. The ending felt completely out of nowhere as Ziggler
just popped up and hit his secondary finisher. Shouldn’t it at least have
been weakened due to the knee injury? Not the worst match here but it’s
clear that this generation (as in the pre-NXT generation) really doesn’t
get how to put a match together.

Dolph holds up the title. I wouldn’t get used to that Ziggy.

Undertaker dominated people at Survivor Series 2005 and Kane won the Tag
Team Titles with Daniel Bryan at Night of Champions 2012.

Here’s MexAmerica to say they don’t want England around because they’re
just so hateful. Now England is listening to Germany and Russia and
they’re despised around the world. Del Rio calls them all haters and Zeb



thanks HHH for the first round title match on Smackdown. Wow that’s not
something you hear on Raw anymore. And when is the last time we saw a
promo with no action?

Natalya vs. Naomi

Natalya’s epic FACEBOOK challenges continue as she keeps trying to figure
out who leads Team Bad. Naomi accepted the challenge on Twitter, which
may or may not be on the same footing. Natalya helps the fans with the WE
WANT SASHA chants. They go to the floor very quickly with Sasha sending
Natalya into the post and messing up her leg. Back in and we’re already
on the chinlockery until Natalya fights up with a clothesline. Natalya:
“WE WANT SASHA!” The Rear View misses and Natalya sends Naomi into Tamina
for a rollup at 2:05.

Sasha comes in post match and is put in the Sharpshooter until Tamina
saves for a beatdown.

Undertaker beat up Edge in the Cell in 2008 while Kane destroyed a
wedding in 2005.

WWE World Title Tournament First Round: Sheamus vs. Cesaro

The winner gets Roman Reigns and King Barrett is in Sheamus’ corner.
During the break after Sheamus’ entrance, Barrett got in an argument with
Wayne Rooney to continue a Twitter feud they had earlier in the year.
They brawl into the corner to start as is their custom, while JBL goes on
about European sports that most Americans don’t care about as is his
custom. Sheamus comes back with a quick throw and pounds away with the
forearms to the chest as we take a break.

Back with Cesaro fighting out of a chinlock but getting crotched on the
top. Cesaro spins around Sheamus’ arm and runs him over, only to have
both guys fall out to the floor in a big crash. Cesaro is holding his arm
and both guys dive in to beat the count at nine. Sheamus drives him into
the corner and loads up a Brogue Kick but Cesaro ducks under a Brogue
Kick and tries the Sharpshooter, sending Sheamus bailing to the ropes.

Cesaro uppercuts with the bar arm and dropkicks Sheamus off the top to



the floor. There’s another uppercut against the barricade but Sheamus and
Barrett start arguing with Rooney. Wayne slaps Barrett in the face and a
running uppercut sets up Cesaro’s arm trap small package for the pin at
15:35.

Rating: B-. Take two big, strong guys and let them hit each other for a
long time. Sometimes you just need a power brawl and that’s what you got
here. Cesaro has no chance against Reigns so we’ll call this his latest
win to make you believe he might be a player a few times before he loses
three or so in a row. Good stuff here though, as always between these
two.

Tyler Breeze calls Renee ugly and wants to get rid of Dean Ambrose’s ugly
clothes.

WWE World Title Tournament First Round: Dean Ambrose vs. Tyler Breeze

This is Breeze’s main roster debut. Tyler ducks a clothesline to start
and hides in the ropes. Dean loads up a suicide dive but Summer takes
Tyler’s place and screams to stop Dean. Ambrose takes him down on the
other side of the ring and lays on the barricade as we take a break. Back
with Dean hammering away in the corner until Breeze throws him to the
floor and takes over. Cole lists off all of Breeze’s nicknames and we get
a nice pinfall reversal sequence.

A rollup out of the corner with feet on the ropes gives Tyler a two
count. Dean goes up for a missile dropkick but stuns himself on the
landing, possibly injuring his shoulder. If it wasn’t hurt though, Tyler
sends him into the post twice in a row to make sure it’s hurting. A
Fujiwara armbar makes Dean scream but he makes the rope for the break.
Tyler gets kicked to the floor and a kid who sounds about five says
“THAT’S WHAT YOU GET FOR MESSING WITH DOLPH ZIGGLER!” Back in and Dean
grabs a small package for the pin at 11:05.

Rating: C+. Good debut for Breeze here, save for the whole losing thing.
Why they would put him in a match like this for his debut can only be
summed by “WWE is stupid and doesn’t get it” but at least it wasn’t a
squash. You have to assume Ziggler vs. Breeze for Survivor Series, which
should be a Tyler win but stupider things have happened.



Here are the updated brackets.

Roman Reigns

Cesar

Alberto Del Rio

Stardust

Kalisto

Ryback

Owens

Neville

King Barrett

Ziggler

Ambrose

The next Undertaker/Kane moments are Wrestlemania XXVIII for Undertaker
and the 2001 Royal Rumble for Kane.

The other three first round tournament matches will take place on
Smackdown.

Here’s New Day to complain about being left out of the tournament. Big E.
declares it outrageous that they’re being treated like outcasts, even
while they stand here so fresh and clean. It wasn’t long ago that they
laid out Dolph Ziggler (Big E. faints here), took out their childhood
favorites the Dudley Boyz and put out John Cena. This match is for their
captain Seth Rollins, so get your horns out. Actually never mind because
European magic is gar-bage. Kofi: “And Harry Potter sucks.”

Neville/Usos vs. New Day

A chop sends Woods to the floor and we take a break 32 seconds in. Geez
just don’t start the match then. Back with Jimmy caught in the Unicorn



Stampede but being able to avoid the Warrior Splash. It’s off to Neville
for the fast kicks and a standing moonsault to Woods, followed by the
double superkicks and dives from the Usos.

Neville dropkicks Woods onto his partners and it’s time for a big
corkscrew moonsault off the top to the floor. Big E. runs over an Uso and
Neville goes up for the Red Arrow, only to have the trombone thrown in
for a distraction. Big E. shoves Neville off the top and Xavier grabs a
rollup with feet on the ropes for the pin at 8:37.

Rating: C. This was exactly what you would expect when you have these six
in there. It’s good enough with the high flying and fast tags but New Day
is much more entertaining when Woods is on the floor being goofy. The
Usos will get their rematch and probably the titles back and I’m ok with
that at this point. Fun match here but nothing great, ignoring Neville,
as in a guy in the tournament, taking a pin of course.

We see the Wyatts taking out Undertaker and Kane recently.

Here’s Bray Wyatt to eulogize the Brothers of Destruction. Bray says
change is a part of life and determines who you are. They have been the
benchmark for over twenty years and they have reigned supreme. He asks us
to bow our heads in remembrance but calls the fans fools for chanting
Undertaker’s name. There was no passing of the torch because Bray took
the torch and burned both of them into ashes.

Now he controls the thunder and lightning and the demons respond to his
commands. The apocalypse is here. Bray kneels and an Undertaker and Kane
highlight video starts playing in reverse before going normally. Bray
looks upset and Undertaker’s voice says REST IN PEACE. Lightning makes
fire come out of the posts and the gong sounds.

Cue Undertaker and Kane to scare Bray even more. They stare him down but
the lights go out again (pay your bills you deadbeats) and the other
three Wyatts are here. Undertaker punches Bray down and Harper and Rowan
are punched away as well. Strowman gets in and takes off his mask but
Harper and Rowan have to be chokeslammed first. A double clothesline to
the Brothers just causes a double situp and Strowman is sent to the
floor. Bray is all alone but Braun has to be sent over the announcers’



table. Bray gets chokeslammed to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. I don’t like tournaments. They’re a fun idea in
theory but you wind up seeing the same people fight multiple times and
dragging out a concept longer than it needs to go. Now this show did a
good job of keeping things moving and at least seemed to set up the semi-
finals and finals at Survivor Series. Some of the matches are lame and
you can see where they’re going with it, but at least the final match
should be fun and there are several seeds being planted for later. Good,
efficient show this week but the big stuff is coming soon.

Results

Roman Reigns b. Big Show – Spear

Kevin Owens b. Titus O’Neil – Pop Up Powerbomb

Becky Lynch b. Paige – Small package

Dolph Ziggler b. The Miz – Superkick

Natalya b. Naomi – Rollup

Cesaro b. Sheamus – Arm trap small package

Dean Ambrose b. Tyler Breeze – Small package

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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Survivor  Series  Count-Up  –
2001: What A Waste
Survivor Series 2001
Date: November 18, 2001
Location: Greensboro Coliseum, Greensboro, North Carolina
Attendance: 10,142
Commentators: Jim Ross, Paul Heyman

While there’s a full card to go with the Survivor Series match, none of
it matters compared to the main event. Some of the WCW and WWF Titles
will be unified as well, which was a major problem at the time. There
were so many belts floating around at the time that it didn’t matter when
one would change hands. Thankfully a lot of those problems will be
wrapped up tonight. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is a cool concept as it shows all of the old logos for
the WWF over the years and a bunch of great moments in company history,
set to a song called The End Is Here.

European Title: Christian vs. Al Snow

Christian is in the Alliance and defending. He greets his fans in South
Carolina (that’s what he said) and calls himself awesome. Snow comes out
to the Tough Enough (reality competition series where Snow was head
trainer) theme which was quite a catchy tune. Snow takes him down to the
mat to frustrates the champ. Christian comes back with a foot on Snow’s
face in the corner followed by a Russian legsweep for two. We hit the
chinlock as the match slows down.

Al fights up and hits his headbutts but Christian hits a tiger driver
backbreaker for two. Snow gets rammed into the buckle and things slow
down again. The trapping headbutts stop Christian again and Snow escapes
the reverse DDT into a neckbreaker for two. Heyman schills for the
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Alliance guys in an always funny bit.

A sitout powerbomb gets two for Snow and now Christian’s reverse DDT
scores for no cover. Instead Christian talks a lot of trash and gets
rolled up for two. A top rope cross body is rolled through by Snow and
the Snow Plow gets two. There’s the Unprettier out of nowhere to keep the
title in the Alliance. That was quick.

Rating: C-. This is one of those shows where anything but the main event
means nothing, which makes the first hour and a half of the show pretty
uninteresting to sit through. That’s exactly the case here. This match
was fine but it could have been on Smackdown on any given week. Snow and
Christian are both good hands so a good match is really nothing too
shocking.

Austin arrives and yells at the Alliance because he doesn’t like being
accused of being a traitor to his team. This would be a lot better if
Stephanie had more acting ability than say, a carrot. Austin yells at
everyone on the team and says stop being paranoid.

Vince and Linda arrive with Vince brimming with confidence. Cole comes up
and says this might be their last night in business but Vince doesn’t
want to hear talk like that. Vince talks about taking calculated risks
and being confident because someone is jumping to the WWF. Regal comes up
and says he doesn’t buy the idea that Austin is jumping back to the WWF.

William Regal vs. Tajiri

These two are former friends. Regal hurt Tajiri’s (Japanese wrestler with
a lot of fast kicks) girlfriend Torrie (not the same person with the same
name but different spelling from years ago) on Smackdown to set this up.
Tajiri is Cruiserweight Champion and was supposed to face X-Pac in a
title for title match, but according to Commissioner Mick Foley, “No one
cared about X-Pac or the Light Heavyweight Title anyway”. Tajiri fires
off a kick but gets suplexed right back down.

The knee trembler takes Tajiri down but Tajiri goes after Regal’s knee
with the kicks. There’s the Tarantula and Regal is bleeding from the
nose. A handspring elbow gets two for Tajiri but Regal ties his head up



in the ropes to stop the momentum dead. Regal tries a powerbomb but gets
countered by another kick to the head. The Buzzsaw Kick misses and
there’s the Tiger Bomb from Regal for the pin. Too short to rate but it
was fine.

Regal powerbombs him again post match. Torrie (looking GREAT in a purple
top and leather pants) comes out to check on Tajiri, only to get
powerbombed as well.

We recap Edge vs. Test. These two are both midcard champions after the
seemingly dozens of never ending midcard title changes going on at this
point. Edge is US Champion, Test is Intercontinental Champion, tonight
only one belt survives.

Test complains about the makeup lady not rubbing in the oil well enough
on him. Stacy (his future girlfriend) comes up and agrees with Test. Test
hits on her and she’ll think about it if he wins.

Edge compares himself to Test and says that there are a lot of
similarities between them. The difference is that Edge hasn’t been dumped
by every chick on the planet. Edge makes fun of Test for sounding wooden
and that’s about it.

Intercontinental Title/US Title: Edge vs. Test

They fight over control to start with Edge taking over via a series of
forearms to the head. Test powers him down and goes after the ribs with a
wide ranging selection of stomps. We head to the floor with Edge being
dropped across the barricade to further the attack on the ribs. Back in
and Edge hits a dropkick to take over before we head outside again.
They’re quickly back inside and a swinging neckbreaker gets two for Edge.

Test drops Edge onto the top rope ribs first to reinjure him and the
taller of the blond Canadian champions takes over again. Test puts on a
chinlock as the match slows down again. Edge fights up and avoids a
corner charge before hitting a middle rope missile dropkick for two. A
middle rope cross body misses though and Test puts him on the top rope.

Edge blocks a superplex with some CANADIAN right hands to the ribs but a



sunset bomb doesn’t work. Test dives off the top but jumps right into a
dropkick to put him down. The problem with this match is neither guy has
been able to build up any kind of a run with the title as both have
changed hands four times since the Invasion began about four months ago.
How can you get behind either guy as a big time champion in that little
bit of time? On top of that, Edge has been champion for six days and Test
for thirteen. That’s not exactly Honky Tonk Man unifying with Luger in
the late 80s.

Both guys are down now but it’s Edge up first with some clotheslines and
a spinwheel kick. Test’s pumphandle slam is countered into the Edge-O-
Matic for two. Test spears Edge down for two but the big boot misses.
There’s the pumphandle for two but Test’s powerbomb is countered into a
hurricanrana. Edge’s spear gets a close two but he can’t hit the
Edgecution. Test tries a full nelson slam but Edge rolls through for the
pin and both titles.

Rating: C+. This started pretty slow but it got going once Edge was able
to start countering Test’s power stuff. In other words, Edge did the work
to make Test’s generic big man offense look decent. This was probably the
match of the night so far, which isn’t surprising given how hot Edge got
in the next year.

Angle comes up to see a stressed out Stephanie. My goodness her acting is
bad. I know I say that a lot, but IT’S FREAKING TERRIBLE. She says if the
Alliance loses tonight, she’ll have to buy her own groceries and wash her
own car. She can’t be a…..a…..a REGULAR PERSON!!! Angle reminds her that
she’s special and doesn’t think Austin will jump.

A cage is lowered.

Jeff Hardy and Lita are talking about Matt Hardy being different lately.
Matt comes up and yells at them for acting strange and not being focused
enough. It turns into a rallying speech and things seem ok. The guys
leave and Trish comes out of the same locker room Matt came out of
earlier. Keep in mind that Matt is dating Lita at this point.

WCW Tag Team Titles/WWF Tag Team Titles: Dudley Boys vs. Hardy Boys



In a cage. The Dudleys are WCW Tag Team Champions and the Hardys are the
WWF Tag Team Champions and Stacy is STUNNING at this point as the
Dudleys’ manager. All four belts get laid out between the guys in the
ring and it’s time to go. You can win by pin/submission/both members
escaping. There are tags required here and it’s Matt vs. Bubba to start.
Matt can’t get anywhere so it’s off to Jeff who walks into a Boss Man
Slam for two.

D-Von comes in as Heyman talks about Big Daddy Dudley, which JR could not
care less about. Back to Matt who rolls D-Von up for two but walks into a
reverse inverted DDT for two. Bubba comes in again and drops a bunch of
elbows for two. The Dudleys tag in and out a lot and it’s back to Bubba
for more punching to Matt’s ribs. Bubba tries to ram Matt into the cage
but gets countered into a reverse DDT.

Off to Jeff who cleans house as everything breaks down. Poetry in Motion
hits Bubba and Matt climbs but D-Von makes the save. There’s a Bubba Bomb
to Jeff which should likely hurt Bubba as well. Bubba goes up again but
Matt slams him down for two. Matt gets rammed into the cage but when the
Dudleys try to do the same to Jeff, he grabs the cage and tries to climb
out, only to get caught in a Doomsday Device (Paul: “WHAT A RUSH!”).

Matt gets crushed against the cage and Bubba whips D-Von into him for
good measure. Bubba splashes him as well and the Dudleys are in full
control. Jeff gets in a shot and Matt hits a top rope double clothesline
to shift the momentum just as fast though. A DDT puts Bubba down for two
and Jeff hits the legdrop between D-Von’s legs. A double backdrop takes
Ray down again and the Hardys go up.

Matt hits a legdrop and Jeff hits a splash off the top at the same time
for two on Bubba. Matt makes a climb but gets pulled down with one leg
still stuck in the cage. What’s Up to Jeff and Bubba asks Stacy for a
table. Stacy hits on Nick Patrick and picks the key out of his pocket.
There’s a table in the ring now but Matt breaks up the 3D by jumping
Bubba. Why D-Von didn’t flapjack Jeff through the table is anyone’s
guess.

Bubba and Matt go tot he top and pound away at each other until Bubba is



knocked down. Matt climbs down to escape but he’s left alone against the
Dudleys. D-Von is rammed into the cage a few times and Jeff goes up as D-
Von climbs onto the table for no apparent reason. Jeff looks down and
sees D-Von there before diving off the top of the cage, but the Swanton
misses. Bubba covers the table and therefore Jeff as well for the pin and
the titles.

Rating: B-. This was the usual good brawl between these teams and it
furthers the Hardys’ issues, but at the end of the day this feud was
played out at this point. There was nothing left for these two teams to
do and at this point it was being dragged out way too far. Still though,
good match and a good way to I believe finally end this nearly two year
long feud.

Jeff is taken out on a stretcher.

Mick Foley is at WWF New York and admits that his job (WWF Commissioner)
means nothing.

Scotty 2 Hotty is about to be in the Immunity Battle Royal but Test beats
him up to take his spot.

Immunity Battle Royal

Test, Billy Gunn, Bradshaw, Faarooq, Lance Storm, Billy Kidman, Diamond
Dallas Page, Albert, Tazz, Perry Saturn, Raven, Chuck Palumbo, Crash
Holly, Justin Credible, Shawn Stasiak, Steven Richards, Tommy Dreamer,
The Hurricane, Spike Dudley, Hugh Morrus, Chavo Guerrero Jr., Funaki

I won’t bother explaining who all of these people are as most of them
won’t be around again after this show. Some are from the Alliance and
some are from the WWF but no matter who wins the main event tonight, the
winner of this is guaranteed a job for a year. Stasiak is thrown to the
floor before the bell rings and is apparently out. Test drops to the
floor to hide as Tazz comes in late. Since it’s a battle royal there’s
really not much to talk about here. Everyone punches everyone and no one
is put out for awhile. Heyman freaks out about Tazz because Tazz choked
him out on Smackdown.



Hurricane dives at Faarooq and is clotheslined out by Bradshaw. Albert
throws Saturn out and Test, who is back in now, dumps Faarooq. Page is
put out by someone we can’t see and Storm superkicks Palumbo out. Morrus
and Chavo run in as wildcards because they tried to jump from the
Alliance to the WWF on Raw but got fired as a result. Billy dumps Chavo
as Morrus is eliminated as well. Tazz dumps Dreamer and Crash as Storm
low bridges Spike out. Bradshaw’s clothesline kills Richards and he’s
gone.

Tazz stops to run his mouth to Heyman and gets dumped by Billy. Test and
Kidman put Albert out. We’re down to Bradshaw, Kidman, Gunn, Test and
Storm. I’ve missed a bunch of eliminations but most of them weren’t
shown. The fall away slam puts Kidman out and we’re down to four.
Bradshaw kicks Storm down and might have hurt his ankle. Things slow way
down as Billy and Bradshaw hang on for dear life. Storm and Test team up
to put Bradshaw out but Test dumps Storm as well. A big boot eliminates
Gunn and Test wins immunity.

Rating: C-. Not bad here but at the end of the day, it’s a battle royal
so what are you expecting to get? Test would fall through the floor in
the next year with no one caring about him at all. This was a pretty big
batch of jobbers in there though and that doesn’t really make for an
interesting match. Then again, neither do most battle royals.

Sacrifice video by Creed. This was a promotional campaign at the time,
with highlight videos set to My Sacrifice by Creed.

Booker is worried about Austin jumping. Shane says it’s ok and stick with
it.

Women’s Title: Trish Stratus vs. Ivory vs. Lita vs. Mighty Molly vs.
Jacqueline vs. Jazz

Chyna relinquished the title earlier in the year without being pinned and
then disappeared so this is the best we’ve got to pick from for the new
champion. This is Jazz’s debut and the fans don’t seem to care. Why does
no one care? Because Jazz meant nothing in ECW and was a face there but
is a heel here. Mighty Molly is Molly Holly as a superhero. Jazz and Lita
start things off with Jazz pounding away. Off to Jackie vs. Molly off



some blind tags and somehow even fewer people care about Jackie.

Jackie dropkicks Molly down and it’s off to Ivory who gets caught in a
sunset flip for two. This is one fall to a finish. Ivory slingshots
Jackie into the ropes and it’s off to Trish for some forearms. Lita gets
knocked to the floor and the three Alliance chicks (Ivory, Jazz, Molly)
triple team Trish for a bit. Jackie double crosses Lita on Poetry in
Motion and everyone hits their finishers on everyone else. The Litasault
gets two on Ivory as Jazz saves. Lita gets backdropped to the floor and
it’s Ivory vs. Trish left. Stratusfaction gives Trish her first title.

Rating: D. It was short, the match wasn’t any good, Trish looked great in
the skin tight barely there pink shorts, Lita looked good as usual, and
that’s all I’ve got here. As usual with situations like this, when the
previous champion doesn’t lose the title, the new champion comes in at a
big disadvantage.

Vince looks at Team WWF and gives them a pep talk, bringing up names like
Dr. Jerry Graham, Peter Maivia, Gorilla Monsoon (pop) and Andre the Giant
(BIG pop). He understands he might be looking at a group of losers, and
if that happens no one will ever forgive them. After listening to that
speech, I want to go fight three WWF guys and one guy each from ECW and
WCW!

We recap the main event which has been summed up pretty well already.
Vince was originally on the team but replaced by Big Show and Rock and
Jericho are having major issues. Rock is WCW champion and Austin is WWF
Champion. This really does feel like a huge match. The video is set to
Control by Puddle of Mudd which fits really well.

Basically Vince said that he was tired of all of the Invasion (as were a
lot of fans at this point) and offered one winner take all match with the
losing organization going out of business. Angle joined the Alliance
after the announcement but Vince says Austin is coming back to the WWF,
giving the Alliance reason to be concerned. Austin stunned Angle on TV
recently to further that idea.

Team WWF vs. Team Alliance



WWF: The Rock, Chris Jericho, Big Show, Undertaker, Kane

Alliance: Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Booker T, Rob Van Dam, Shane McMahon

Everyone gets individual entrances so it takes forever to get to the
start of the match. As those are going on, a few things to notice here:
Team Alliance has one of the biggest WWF superstars ever, a guy that at
this point had only wrestled in the WWF, a WCW guy, an ECW guy, and the
then heir to the WWF throne.

Also, as goes the stereotype for the WWF, most of their guys are big and
strong instead of the more athletic styles of the Alliance team. One
other thing: JR keeps up one of the annoying inaccuracies in wrestling by
saying that Undertaker won the World Title in his WWF debut. It was a
year later, which you should know if you’ve read this far.

Rock and Austin start fighting before the bell and you know the early
advantage doesn’t mean a thing in this one. Austin hits the Thesz Press
and the middle rope elbow for a very early two. Rock comes back with a
middle finger elbow of his own and dares Shane to get in. Off to Booker
who gets clotheslined down for two as Shane makes the save. Expect to
hear that line quite a bit. Off to Jericho as Heyman blames Vince for the
end of ECW.

Van Dam and Jericho have a nice fast paced sequence with Jericho hitting
a spinwheel kick for no cover. Jericho chops away but misses a dropkick,
allowing Rob to hit the cartwheel into a moonsault for two. For reasons
likely related to high levels of drug use, Van Dam tries a standing
hurricanrana on Jericho, only to be countered into the Walls. Shane makes
the third save of the match already and it’s off to Angle vs. Kane.

Angle gets thrown around but eventually slips behind Kane and hits a
German Suplex for two. Kane comes back with a side slam and the top rope
clothesline for two of his own as Shane saves again. Off to the Dead Man
who pounds away but misses a charge into the corner, allowing Booker to
get the tag. Undertaker immediately drops Booker and hits a legdrop, but
Shane breaks up his fifth near fall of the match.

There’s Old School to Booker followed by that lifting wristlock which



always looks painful. Off to a short armed scissors followed by a
clothesline for two, resulting in ANOTHER save from Shane. Austin comes
in to pound on Undertaker (and causing Heyman to say WHAT after
everything JR says) but he gets caught in Old School. Say it with me:
Shane makes the save. Undertaker gets caught in the wrong corner and
quintuple teamed.

Angle is in next and tries to slug it out with the Dead Man for some
reason. Undertaker escapes a German and DDTs Angle down. There’s the tag
to Big Show and JR almost immediately bashes him, saying Show can make a
huge difference, or he can make some huge mistakes. Show throws around
RVD and Angle before clearing off the entire Alliance corner. Angle gets
underneath Show and there’s the Slam followed by an Ax kick from Booker
(and a Spinarooni) and a Five Star and a top rope elbow from Shane for
the first elimination.

Shane dances around in celebration before turning around to meet The Rock
who beats the living tar out of Shane with right hands in the corner. Off
to Kane for a chokeslam, then a tombstone from Undertaker and a Lionsault
from Jericho to tie it up. That’s the best way to go as Show and Shane
were the weak links on both teams. Angle vs. Jericho now with Jericho
hitting the forearm to start. A double underhook backbreaker puts Angle
down but Austin saves.

Angle uses an amateur takedown and brings in Booker to slam Chris a few
times. RVD gets a tag but one of his shoulders in the corner is countered
into a sunset flip for two. Off to Kane who catches a punch from RVD. Van
Dam’s comeback? Kick the guy in the head. Kane pulls Booker in and kicks
him in the face too but the numbers game allows Van Dam to take Kane down
and hit the Five Star. Rob takes too long to cover though and gets caught
in a chokeslam, but Booker kicks Kane. Everything breaks down and Rob
kicks Kane from the top for the pin to make it 4-3.

Undertaer pounds on Van Dam in the corner while everyone else is fighting
on the floor. Austin and Angle get in as well and Undertaker has to fight
all four guys at once. He gets them all in a corner and keeps charging at
all of them with clotheslines in a cool sequence. Snake Eyes and a big
boot take Angle down and there’s a Last Ride for him as well. Booker



comes in with a chair but Undertaker boots him down, leaving himself open
to a Stunner from Austin and the pin by Angle. That leaves us with
Austin/Angle/Booker/RVD vs. Rock/Jericho.

Booker stomps on Rock but Rocky comes back with right hands. A side kick
takes Rock right back down but Rock does the same with a DDT for two.
Booker charges into a Samoan Drop for two as Austin makes the save. Rock
whips Booker into Angle and grabs a rollup to eliminate Mr. T, making it
3-2.

Rob is in next but as he goes up, Rock kind of powerbombs him off the top
for two. Jericho gets the tag and hits a running neckbreaker for two
before chopping away in the corner. Van Dam avoids the Lionsault and
kicks Chris’ head off, followed by the split legged moonsault for no
cover. Jericho pops up and hits a Breakdown (Skull Crushing Finale) out
of nowhere for the pin and the elimination to tie it up at two each.

Austin slingshots Rock into the post on the floor while Angle and Jericho
fight in the ring. Angle picks Jericho’s ankle and stomps away on him as
Heyman thinks the Alliance can find a place for the Rock. Back to Austin
to pound away on Chris and hit a superplex for two. Austin hits a kind of
northern lights/belly to belly suplex for two and here’s Angle again.
Jericho puts Kurt in the ankle lock but Kurt quickly escapes and hits a
clothesline to take over.

It’s back to Austin for a suplex and an elbow to the face. Angle comes in
and stomps away before it’s back to Austin who stomps away as well. We
hit one of the few chinlocks in this match as Jericho is in trouble.
Jericho fights up and it’s a double tag to bring in Rock vs. Angle with
the Great One quickly hooking a Sharpshooter on Kurt for an even faster
tap. Heyman LOSES IT in a great moment.

Off to Austin vs. Jericho with Chris trying the Walls but Austin rakes
the eyes to escape. Austin can’t put Jericho in the Boston crab either
but he gets the knees up to block the Lionsault. Steve loads up a
superplex but gets shoved down, followed by a missile dropkick for
Jericho for two. Austin counters a rollup out of nowhere for the pin and
the elimination to get us down to Rock vs. Austin.



Rock hits a bad spinebuster but Jericho hits a Breakdown on Rock to take
him down in a double cross. It’s not joining the Alliance, but rather
just personal hatred. That gets two for Austin andUndertaker comes out to
stalk Jericho to the back. Austin pounds away before launching Rock over
the top and out to the floor. They fight on the floor with Austin being
laid on the table and slapped in the chest over and over.

Austin comes back but gets sent over the announce table and punched in
the face by Rock. Back in Rock chops away but gets caught in the whip
spinebuster from Austin. Austin puts on a bad Sharpshooter and there’s
your Montreal reference. Rock finally makes the rope so Austin grabs the
WWF Title. Rock ducks the swing and puts Austin the Sharpshooter but he’s
afraid to let go of the belt for some reason. I guess realizing he has a
job no matter what, he grabs the rope instead.

Back up and Austin’s Stunner is countered into a Stunner from Rock. Why
that puts Rock down after Rock had been in control for awhile is beyond
me but whatever. Rock covers but here’s Nick Patrick to pull Hebner out.
A Rock Bottom to Patrick is broken up and Austin Rock Bottoms Rock for
two. Austin drills Patrick and pulls Hebner back in, only to be sent into
him again as Rock counters the Stunner. There’s the Stunner to Rock but
there’s no referee. Angle runs in and nails Austin with the title,
letting Rock hit the Rock Bottom for the pin and the death of the
Alliance. JR to Heyman: “You’re out of work! AGAIN!”

Rating: A. This felt like a main event and was very entertaining too. It
runs forty five minutes bell to bell and feels like about half of that.
At the end of the day, it was pretty clear what was going to happen but
that doesn’t make it a bad match. Rock vs. Austin was pretty much done
for a long time after this match, which is the right call as they had run
it a lot this year. Great stuff here though.

Everyone celebrates and Vince comes out for the big dramatic pose,
because this whole storyline was all about Vince and his kids.

Overall Rating: B+. Like I said, as goes the main event, so goes the
show. The rest of the show isn’t bad but the main event is over an hour
counting buildup video and entrances and all that jazz. The rest of the



show isn’t bad at all with a good cage match and nothing truly bad that
didn’t involve Trish looking great, so I can’t complain much here. Also,
it gets rid of the Alliance which makes things better already.

As for the Invasion, I could go on at great length, but in short form: it
was the biggest waste of time, money, and potential that there ever could
be in wrestling. This was the biggest storyline you could possibly ask
for and they BLEW IT. There are multiple options you could go with here.
One idea is have no mention on TV of the WWF buying WCW and just keep it
going with WWF guys in charge behind the scenes. Think a network might
have been interested with it being under the direction of the biggest
wrestling company ever?

Another option: have the Alliance win. At the end of the day any money
they’ve got goes into the WWF’s pocket as they own EVERYTHING, so what
difference does it make? Granted that was never going to happen with
Vince’s ego, but why let money get in the way of Vince feeling good about
himself? The Invasion could have been so much more but it wound up
running about five months with the WWF dominating the whole way through.
Such a shame and a loss for wrestling fans who had waited for so many
years for a chance to have this happen.

Ratings Comparison

Christian vs. Al Snow

Original: C+

Redo: C-

William Regal vs. Tajiri

Original: C

Redo: N/A

Edge vs. Test

Original: B-

Redo: C+



Dudley Boys vs. Hardy Boys

Original: B+

Redo: B-

Battle Royal

Original: N/A

Redo: C-

Trish Stratus vs. Lita vs. Jacqueline vs. Ivory vs. Mighty
Molly vs. Jazz

Original: D+

Redo: D

Team WWF vs. Team Alliance

Original: B

Redo: A

Overall Rating

Original: C+

Redo: B+

Like I said, as the main event goes, so goes the show. That’s
apparently the case here as I liked both better the second
time around.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/10/history-of-survivor-s
eries-count-up-2001-the-end-of-the-alliance-thank-goodness/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/10/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-2001-the-end-of-the-alliance-thank-goodness/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/10/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-2001-the-end-of-the-alliance-thank-goodness/


http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Thought of the Day: Keep This
In Mind
In  case you haven’t been paying attention this week, the big story is
Seth Rollins tearing his ACL and being forced to vacate the WWE World
Title. This has set up a tournament at Survivor Series 2015 for the
vacant belt and there’s a really popular theory out there about the
result. Here’s something to keep in mind about it.

So the theory is that Roman Reigns turned corporate/heel and wins the
tournament, possibly beating Ambrose in the finals. That’s the theory I’m
going with (meaning it’s likely wrong) and so are a lot of other people
because it makes a lot of sense. However, this brings up a problem.

With so many people predicting it, don’t think that it’s a bad idea.
Assuming it happens, don’t think that it’s stupid booking just because
people guessed it was going to happen. This is a good idea, no matter how
many people figure it out because it opens the door for a lot of stories
and sets up a bunch of matches down the line. Reigns isn’t great as a
face but imagine him with that smug grin saying something like “You knew
it was happening one day and now it’s happening whether you like it or
not.”

For some reason, people think predictable is bad. NXT is one of the most
predictable shows in wrestling but it’s also entertaining because they

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B015IN12I2
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/11/08/thought-of-the-day-keep-this-in-mind/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/11/08/thought-of-the-day-keep-this-in-mind/


don’t do crazy things just to fool the audience. As usual, I’ll go back
to Wrestlemania XIV: would you have Austin lose to Michaels and not win
the title just because everyone knew he was winning that night? Of course
not, because it would be a horrible decision. People knew it was coming
and it kicked off some of the most profitable times the company and
business have ever seen.

Just because you’ve figured out the ending doesn’t make it stupid. That’s
like saying a mystery isn’t a good story because you read the clues
properly and solved it. It means you’re thinking logically and picking up
on the clues like you were supposed to. Keep that in mind as we head to
Survivor Series.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Thunder – June 14, 2000: The
Original John Cena
Thunder
Date: June 14, 2000
Location: Norfolk Scope, Norfolk, Virginia
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Mike Tenay, Mark Madden

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B015IN12I2
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/11/07/thunder-june-14-2000-the-original-john-cena/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/11/07/thunder-june-14-2000-the-original-john-cena/


Welcome to your second weekly installment of Russo Theater featuring the
Eric Bischoff Players. The big story at the moment is the departures of a
lot of big names as Page, Sting and Flair are all gone, leaving us with
Hogan/Nash/Steiner to fight off the forces of evil because we’re just
lucky like that. Let’s get to it.

The traditional Nitro recap opens things up.

Cat, Russo, Jarrett and David arrive, flanked by security (one of whom I
believe is Mike Rapada, who would win the NWA World Title twice by the
end of the year). Rapada (not named) tells Russo that the cops won’t be
here tonight because they don’t want to deal with his games. They must
have watched the show earlier.

Nash arrives. Can we please stop having to show people arriving with no
story development? It’s their job to be here. Why am I supposed to be
surprised or interested in their cars arriving?

Here are Russo/Cat/Jarrett/David to open things up. David has a lock of
Ric’s hair around his neck (that’s creepy) and Russo has a 3-0 shirt with
the back saying “with two shaved heads.” Jarrett gets to talk first for
once and promises to take care of Kidman for what he did on Monday. He
beat Hogan and Nash on consecutive nights and that proves he’s the real
World Champion.

Russo shows us clips from Nitro (for the second time in five minutes) and
says he’ll bring Ric back tonight, so he pulls out a Mr. Potato Head. On
to Nash, Russo asks what type of man would torture someone in front of
their eight year old nephew. Nash pops up and says a dead man (but a
MANLY dead man of course). Various threats are made with Russo saying
Goldberg is coming. Nash cleans house with the bat but Russo gets away
because he always does. Did I miss something or did this accomplish
absolutely nothing?

Post break Russo calls Bischoff, who is on the way with Goldberg.
Everyone leaves Russo alone for various reasons and Nash can be heard
outside. This would be your weekly thriller movie plot.

Here’s Kronik with something to say. Adams calls it ridiculous that they



lost the titles by DQ. They want a title match right now but get Chris
Candido instead.

Kronik vs. Bam Bam Bigelow/Chris Candido

I had forgotten Bigelow was still around. Kronik pulls Candido into the
ring to start with Clark. A release Rock Bottom plants Chris and Adams
tosses him into the air for a crash. The F5 gets two as Bigelow comes in
to make the save. High Times ends Candido fast. Total squash.

Security has to break up Bigelow and Kronik.

Russo tries to call for help and then runs to his car. The tires are
slashed though because this really is a stalker movie.

Here are the Mamalukes with the Hardcore Title. Vito brags about being
the man that retired Terry Funk because he’s the real hardcore legend.
Johnny says he could have beaten Funk if he hadn’t been in the bathroom.
Vito agrees and hands him the belt, then hits him with a kendo stick. A
table is set up but Johnny comes back with a jumping DDT to drive Vito
through it instead. This brings out Nash with his bat to take Johnny out
because he hasn’t been on TV enough yet tonight. He’s just looking for
Russo though and that’s it. Thanks for wiping out a champion (maybe?)
before you left Kev.

Russo is panicking like the 20 something year old woman when some psycho
is chasing her in a direct to video movie. Of course most of those people
don’t have WORKING PHONES they could use to call a cab.

David and Miss Hancock are having a moment.

Here’s Shane Douglas to address knocking Bagwell out on Monday. Bagwell
must be wondering what happened to make Shane hit him in the head with
brass knuckles. A month ago, Bagwell decided to fight against WCW and
left Shane all on his own. Have we ever heard why Buff was suspended in
the first place? Anyway Buff comes out for some revenge but Candido and
Bigelow jump him before he can do much. Kronik runs out as well and it’s
a big brawl.

Rick Steiner and Tank Abbott arrive. We cut to Palumbo and Stasiak who



make fun of them for no apparent reason, only to have Rick and Tank
appear behind them. Tank says that was recorded two hours ago and the
beatdown is on. I’m not sure off the top of my head, but that might be
the most contrived segment I’ve ever seen.

Cat comes in to see Russo (scaring him half to death) and promises to
stay by his side. Scott Steiner arrives and Cat runs away screaming.
Russo sees Steiner as well and runs on top of some cars because being a
MAN involves being a great athlete. Well done on hitting the people
arriving and movie tropes in the same segment.

Here are Mike Awesome and Positively Kanyon with something to say. So are
they a team now? Kanyon scares himself with the pyro but says that he’s
feeling really positive tonight. He’s so positive that he’s willing to
team with the guy that tried to kill him. Again: was it a big ruse or
not? We still don’t have an answer for that. Kanyon plugs his book
signing at some little town in Kentucky (could you narrow that down for
us?) with Mark Madden and his appearance on Craig Kilborn this Monday.
It’s open challenge time.

Mike Awesome/Positively Kanyon vs. Rick Steiner/Tank Abbott

It’s a brawl to start of course with Steiner throwing Kanyon into the
barricade while the other two fight in the ring. Kanyon crotches Rick on
the top as the pairs switch off, leaving Awesome to load up a table. Back
up and Rick Steiner Lines Abbott by mistake, which is actually enough to
throw the match out. Really?

Stasiak and Palumbo come out to beat on Tank and Steiner but Scott
Steiner comes in for the save. So are Rick and Scott back together now
for no explained reason?

Russo tries to steal Nash’s car but gets caught by Kev, who rips Russo’s
shirt off.

The Cat hits on Pamela and promises to take out Scott Steiner tonight.

Recap of Kidman/Hogan/Goldberg/Jarrett.

Kidman says he’s not New Blood anymore.



WCW World Title: Jeff Jarrett vs. Billy Kidman

Kidman screws over the team, gets a title shot out of it. So who booked
this match exactly? Jeff is defending and in street clothes while Tygress
is on commentary. Heaven help me. Kidman starts fast with a dropkick but
walks into a hot shot to slow him down again. They head outside with
Kidman being sent into the barricade in various ways. Back in and
Kidman’s bad luck continues as he misses a dropkick.

Cue the Filthy Animals but Jarrett says he can do this on his own,
allowing Kidman to grab a rollup for two. A Sky High gets two more for
Kidman, followed by a rollup for the same. Jarrett tries a powerbomb
because that’s something he uses all the time and we get the faceplant
counter. That’s enough so Rey offers a distraction, allowing Konnan to
hit him with the guitar. The Stroke retains Jeff’s title.

Rating: D+. Too much interference and too much Tygress trying to sound
hip aside, this was an entertaining match that could have been a lot
better if they just let the guys do their thing. If you need to do
interference then do it, but stop pouring it on and trying to have three
stories in the same match.

The Animals beat down Kidman until Nash makes the save and chokes Jeff
with a belt. So Nash vs. Jarrett isn’t done either?

Here’s  Vampiro  because  we  haven’t  had  enough  talking  on  this  show
tonight. It’s been three days since Steve Borden’s career went up in
smoke but the fans are still brainwashed by the t-shirts and posters. He
yells at a fan to take their Sting mask off and goes after her, only to
have red liquid spat in his face. It’s Asya, which brings out the Demon
for a brawl. Vampiro loads up the blowtorch but stops to lay out Asya
instead. They keep brawling up by the stage with Vampiro being thrown
into Demon’s coffin. Demon loads up the blowtorch but stops to check on
Asya. Vampiro stumbles out of the coffin and is all spaced out.

Random clip of 3 Count to brighten your day.

Here’s Daffney in her black wedding dress because she’s sad over David
leaving her for “Miss Peacock.” Daffney promises to break her legs but



here’s Hancock with something behind her back. Apparently the something
was just her hands as the fight is on until David comes out for the save.
Crowbar comes out as well and gets hit low, allowing David and Hancock to
leave.

Russo goes into Cat’s office to yell about Nash. Now you know what’s
about to happen, the audience knows what’s about to happen, and anyone
who has ever seen a movie knows what’s about to happen, so I’m going to
spare  you  the  details  because  unlike  WCW,  I  don’t  think  you  need
everything explained to you.

This Week in WCW Motorsports.

US Title: Scott Steiner vs. The Cat

Steiner  is  defending  and  rants  about  how  Cat  is  taking  Russo  and
Bischoff’s beating tonight. Scott hammers away in the corner and Cat
claims a hair pull off a hiptoss. Cat tries to sneak in and comes up a
few feet short in a funny bit. The security helps Cat out and a superkick
gets two on the champ. Now it’s out to the floor so security can stomp
him down and then get inside because why not. Shakira gets in as well and
the distraction lets Midajah come in with a high cross body. The Steiner
Recliner makes Cat tap.

Rating: D. In a change of pace from the previous match, the interference
was probably the right call. Cat is great on the mic now that he’s
figured out a fun character but his in ring stuff is still about as bad
as it’s ever been. Bad match here and can we please get the US Title off
Steiner? He’s held the thing for months now and I don’t remember the last
important title defense he had.

Post match Cat says not so fast because the Recliner is now banned,
meaning that’s a DQ loss for Steiner.

Jarrett is down in the back as Nash is on the phone with a buddy from
Florida named Scott. The buddy gives him two ideas, but only one is
legal.

David promises to shave Crowbar.



David Flair vs. Crowbar

Flair has the Statue of Liberty and the shaving gear with him. After a
quick brawl on the floor to start, Crowbar throws him inside for a back
elbow to the jaw. The chops have Crowbar in trouble and David tries
a…….suplex I guess you would call it. Either way it puts Crowbar down but
he rolls away from the elbow. They go back outside with David’s head
coming into contact with various metal objects. David is sat in a chair
so Crowbar can go back inside for a plancha, breaking the chair in the
process. That looked cool at least.

Crowbar is banged up too though, allowing David to crotch him on the
barricade.  Back  in  and  David  does……well  it  was  something  with  a
gutwrench. After some strutting it’s time for a superplex but David
screws up AGAIN by letting Crowbar go early, nearly causing a big crash.
Crowbar is tired of all the botched moves and takes David down with a
front suplex, followed by a slingshot legdrop for two. After David begs
off, Crowbar loads up a sunset flip but Flair hits him in the head with
the Statue for the pin.

Rating: D-. David Flair is really bad at this. Like, he’s just not good
at the whole wrestling thing. That’s not his fault though as he’s nowhere
near ready to be on a national program. He needed a few years on the indy
circuit or in some form of developmental because it’s almost impossible
to make your debut in a company this big.

Post match David goes to shave the hair but Daffney comes out for the
save. Hancock comes out to lure David away.

We wrap it up with Nash (of course) as he drags Jeff out to the ring.
Nash talks about his nephew being traumatized on Monday and brings up
Deliverance. This brings out Russo with Scott Hall’s contract. If Nash
does anything else, that contract is ripped up. Goldberg comes in from
behind and helps Jeff beat Nash down to end the show. Indeed: the show
ends with Russo getting the last laugh again.

Overall Rating: D-. People talk about Cena winning all the time but he
has nothing on Vince Russo. All night long Russo was running scared and
hiding and then in the end he gets to be all HAHA I WIN AGAIN! It stopped



being something worth getting annoyed at….well I can’t say a long time
ago because it’s only been going on for a few weeks now but it feels like
it’s been going on for years already.

As for the rest of the show, it was your usual night for this era: short
matches that didn’t have time to go anywhere, bad wrestling (on the brief
occasions wrestling had the chance to happen), angles that felt more
contrived than your stereotypical adult film plot and WAY too much Russo
and Nash. Jarrett is basically the US Champion at the moment because
Steiner’s title is just a prop for the Freaks to hold up. Bad show here,
as is the custom.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B015IN12I2
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

