
So Who Is The VP Of Aces and
8’s?
On   Impact  Angle  unmasked  the  second  in  command  and  was
shocked at who he saw.  He said “how could you” as he looked
down at the guy, which means it’s someone we’ve probably known
all  along.   The  most  likely  suspects  are:  Hogan:  He’s  a
suspect for the leader of any heel stable because that’s the
best idea TNA can come up with.

Joe: It would be a swerve, which is what TNA does most often. 
It wouldn’t make sense but it would be the most likely pick
probably.

Park/Abyss: Again it would be a surprise, but can you picture
either character as the leader of a biker gang?

Bully Ray: Yeah he was in the ring on a live show seconds
before this happened, but why should that stop them?

Brooke: Not the size, but if it gets Brooke a more prominent
role on TV, why not do it?

Matt Morgan: He popped up on Impact for the first time in
months at the same time the VP arrived, which sounds to be too
much to be a coincidence to me.

D’Lo Brown: He’s been mentioned for months as a member of the
team and there were small hints to it being him months ago,
but to call this an underwhelming development would be the
understatement of all time.

Eric Bischoff: Same reason as Hulk.

AJ Styles: The motorcycle he rode off on would seem to be a
clue, but AJ was doing fine when the whole story started which
would make a lot less sense.  it would however give us a top
star in Aces and 8’s, which is what they need more than
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anything.

Jeff Jarrett: He’s been mentioned as a potential leader for
months but why would that shock Angle, who has feuded on and
off with Jarrett for years now?

 

At the end of the day, I’m going with either Joe or Park as VP
with Eric Bischoff winding up as the leader/mastermind of the
whole thing.  Not that either of them would be a great pick,
but  this  is  TNA  where  the  reveals  of  leaders  are  rarely
anything good.

 

Thoughts/predictions?

Impact  Wrestling  –  February
28,  2013:  Locking  Up  The
Lockdown Card
Impact  Wrestling
Date: February 28, 2013
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz, Todd Keneley

We’re back in Orlando for a few weeks before we head to Chicago and start
the full time on the road schedule. The main story here is once again the
Hogans, as they were attacked by Aces and 8’s last week. This happens
quite often on Impact and presumably will lead to a big swerve at
Lockdown. Other than that we’re inching closer to the Alamodome and
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Lockdown so the card will start being fleshed out soon. Also Jeff Hardy
is back tonight. Let’s get to it.

After the usual recap intro, Brooke and Bully say there’s no update on
Hulk other than he’s healing.

Here’s Bully top open the show. He talks about how Aces and 8’s have been
going crazy all over TNA for over a year (it’s been about 8 months) but
last week they hurt Hulk Hogan. That was going too far, and now Ray
want’s D-Von. First though, he brings out Jeff Hardy, his opponent ant
Lockdown. Hardy is back and still has both belts.

Ray talks about their history together but says he doesn’t feel right
about this. He doesn’t want a shot at Jeff because he’s Hulk’s son in
law. There are a lot of guys who are better choices like the people in
those matches Hulk set up. Jeff says he’s glad Hulk chose Bully because
of all the history they have with tables, ladders and chairs. Now they’re
taking it to the cage for the world title.

This brings out Daniels and Kazarian. They understand why Ray is getting
the shot. It’s the same reason Ray got Brooke: someone has to rub lotion
on Brooke’s back and tweet photos of her (both things Hulk has done).
Daniels blames an allergic reaction for his loss last week and tells the
two of them to get out of his ring. Ray steals the appletini and spits it
back into the glass before throwing it in Daniels’ face. The brawl is on
and Bad Influence is thrown to the floor. A tag match is made for later
tonight.

Tonight Gut Check is back and we find out the members of the teams for
Lethal Lockdown.

Sting is with Magnus in the back with the Brit saying he should be on the
Lethal Lockdown team because of all the times Sting has been there for
him.



Knockouts Title: Velvet Sky vs. Tara

Gail Kim is on commentary and Velvet is defending. Tara jumps her to
start as Gail talks about a conspiracy to keep the belt on Sky because
she’s a blonde. Velvet comes back with some clotheslines and a spinning
headscissors but Jesse trips her up. A spear gets two on Velvet but Jesse
interferes again. Referee Taryn Terrell throws him out and it’s In Yo
Face for the pin on Tara at 2:05.

Aries is on the phone with Roode and talks about how there’s a three way
tag match at Lockdown with the two of them defending against Chavo
Guerrero/Hernandez and Bad Influence. Chavo and Hernandez pop in and it’s
Aries vs. Hernandez later.

Kenny King is in the back and says he knows where he’s going from here.
He walks into RVD’s locker room and says he’s better than champion Van
Dam. Rob asks how many times he has to beat King and offers him one last
shot, but if King loses he’s out of the X-Division.

Austin Aries vs. Hernandez

It’s power vs. speed here with the power taking over, as Aries is thrown
around and knocked up and over the top rope to the floor. SuperMex loads
up a big dive but charges into a shoulder to the ribs. A sunset flip
doesn’t work but Aries manages to send him to the floor for the suicide
dive. There’s a big ax handle off the top to the floor but as they head
back inside, Hernandez powers Aries down again.

A slingshot shoulder puts him down again but Austin escapes the Border
Toss. Aries hits a discus forearm, only to be knocked out to the floor
with another shoulder. He tries to leave but Hernandez pulls him back in.
They fight over a title belt but as it’s being taken away by the referee,
Aries pulls out a chain and blasts Hernandez in the head for the pin at
4:30.



Rating: C. Not a terrible match here actually despite Hernandez being
just another agile power guy. The match didn’t go anywhere due to how
short it was, but at least Hernandez didn’t maim anyone in the process. I
have almost zero interest in the tag title match at Lockdown, but that’s
par for the course anymore.

Joseph Park tries to get on Team TNA but Sting sees Matt Morgan and asks
him to be on the team. Morgan says no because Hogan should have asked him
earlier.

X-Division Title: Rob Van Dam vs. Kenny King

Van Dam is defending and this is King’s last chance to win the title.
King takes him down with a quick headlock but Rob comes back with a sick
German suplex for two. They quickly head to the floor with Van Dam
hitting the spinning kick to King’s back against the railing. We take a
break and come back with King hitting a suplex in the ring before
pounding away at Van Dam for two.

Van Dam takes King down by the legs but King rolls through a monkey flip
out of the corner. Rob kicks him in the face and adds Rolling Thunder but
the champion tries the 450 instead of the Frog Splash. The pin is all
messed up as the pin hits but it’s not clear if the shoulder was up or
not. I’m guessing it was a botch because King tries the Royal Flush
(reverse F5, which he can barely get Rob up for) for the pin and the
title at 9:10.

Rating: D. So not only was the finish badly botched and the redone
finished botched as well, but it’s the same stupid idea of a guy loses
four or five times but wins the final match and that’s supposed to make
up for it. Wrestling doesn’t work that way, especially when King wins
because Van Dam screwed up, not because of something King did well. Bad
match and stupid booking, again.

We see the end of last week’s show with Hulk having been attacked by Aces



and 8’s, allowing them to beat Ray and Sting. We get a picture of Hogan’s
recently operated on knee.

Speaking of the bikers, here they are with something to say. D-Von talks
about how Sting is drinking the Kool-Aid from Hogan, because Aces and 8’s
gets to dominate in 2013. All Sting is responsible for is a bunch of
shattered dreams. This brings out Sting who announces his first teammate
as Samoa Joe. No shock there. Sting is sorry for the next teammate, but
the teammate is sorry about D-Von’s luck, because it’s James Storm.
Number four is Magnus and the final member is……Eric Young. The brawl is
on and the bikers are cleared out.

We get a look at Ivelise Valez who is in Gut Check tonight. I believe she
was on Tough Enough as well. She talks about training in MMA and having
to sacrifice her relationship with her mother to be in wrestling.

Back from a break and Angle is happy.

We look at Lei’d Tapa who is the nephew of the Barbarian of wrestling
fame. Tapa cries because her uncle is proud of her. She wants to get
people to care about her.

Gut Check: Ivelise Valez vs. Lei’d Tapa

Tapa shoves her around to start but Valez graps a quick guillotine choke,
only to get shoved off by the far bigger girl. Valez counters something
out of a fireman’s carry into a choke. Some kicks to Tapa’s legs slow her
down but Valez walks into a superkick to put her down. Tapa headbutts her
down and doesn’t seem to know what to do from here. Valez nicely avoids a
charge in the corner and hits a quick DDT to put Tapa down. A very nice
hurricanrana puts Tapa down but the far bigger Tapa comes back with a
Samoan Drop for two. Valez puts on another guillotine and gets the
submission at 4:15.



Rating: C. In short, Ivelise good, Tapa not that good. Tapa looked like
she didn’t know what to do half the time while Valez was looking crisp
more often than not out there. This was a solid little match and it would
be nice to have some fresh blood in the division, which is what Valez
would bring. Good stuff.

Austin Aries tells Hardy he’s pulling for him at Lockdown.

We get a video on where AJ Styles has been for the last few months. AJ’s
wife talks about how they met in high school and how great Styles has
been over the years. They say he’s changed a lot over the years and how
he’s been a different kind of dad in the last year. The wife walks out on
the interview. AJ pops up, sporting a beard and says the cameramen don’t
get it. He walks out and rides away on his motorcycle.

We recap the problems between the Rob’s over the last few weeks.

Here’s Robbie E in the ring and he has to admit that there’s a bigger and
better bro and his name is Rob Terry. E asks Big Rob to come to the ring
and opens the ropes for him like Terry usually does. Robbie says last
week when he slapped Terry in the face, he crossed a line. He offers one
last Bro Off for old times’ sake. E goes first and goes a bit nuts with
the dancing but says he’ll step aside for the Bro Off champion to do his
thing. As Big Rob starts dancing, Robbie E comes in and breaks a poster
of some kind over his head. Big Rob stands up and gets very mad, causing
E to run away.

Kurt Angle is looking for Aces and 8’s.

Bad Influence vs. Jeff Hardy/Bully Ray

Daniels and Ray start with Ray taking Daniels down with a clothesline.
Ray hits a VERY loud chop and a second that isn’t as loud. Kaz comes in
and talks into a backdrop but it allows Daniels to forearm Ray down. Back



to Kaz for a double suplex onto Ray but the evil team dances Gangnam
Style, allowing Ray to clothesline them both down. Ray dances a bit in a
disturbing sight, allowing Hardy to come in for the reverse 3D as we take
a break.

Back with Ray and Hardy double teaming Kaz with a corner splash and
Poetry in Motion in the corner. Daniels misses a charge and his his
partner, allowing for Ray to splash him as well, but Kaz breaks up Poetry
in Motion. Daniels vs. Hardy now with Daniels sending the champion into
the corner and then into the boot of Kazarian. Jeff gets beaten down for
a few moments but comes back with a Whisper in the Wind to put Daniels
down.

Hot tag brings in Ray who cleans house on Daniels. A Rock Bottom gets two
on Daniels and he launches Kaz off the top. Ray suplexes Daniels down but
Kaz breaks up the Swanton. An STO gets two on Jeff and everything breaks
down. The thrown together team comes back though and it’s an electric
chair from Bully into a Swanton from Jeff for the pin on Daniels at
11:10.

Rating: C. Just a main event tag match here which wasn’t all that great.
I’m not wild on sacrificing a team getting a title shot in ten days to a
thrown together team for the sake of building another match but it’s par
for the course in wrestling anymore. Not much to see here but it was fine
for what it was supposed to be.

Post match Angle goes into the Aces and 8’s clubhouse to beat down
Brisco.  He finds the last masked man and takes him out before unmasking
him.  Angle sees who it is and freaks out, shouting HOW COULD YOU.  Aces
and 8’s come in and beat Angle down to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a decent show overall, primarily because the
Hogans were kept in check. It gets really boring seeing and hearing them
every five minutes, so seeing and hearing Sting every five minutes was a
nice change of pace. Having Young and Magnus on the Lockdown team makes



sense as they have history with the bikers and now they get their chance
at revenge. I’m still not thrilled by the story, but it’s nice to see a
logical match that could go either way. It’s also nice to get some AJ
progression. Not a bad show at all this week.

Results

Velvet Sky b. Tara – In Yo Face

Austin Aries b. Hernandez – Pin after a chain shot to the head

Kenny King b. Rob Van Dam – Royal Flush

Ivelise Valez b. Lei’d Tapa – Guillotine Choke

Jeff Hardy/Bully Ray b. Bad Influence – Swanton to Daniels.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Impact  Wrestling  –  February
21, 2013: Hogan Gets Back In
The Ring. Kind Of.
Impact  Wrestling
Date: February 21, 2013
Location: Wembly Arena, London, England
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Todd Keneley, Tazz

It’s the last of the England shows and the main story tonight is that we
get to know the winner of the tournament last week. The winner gets to
face Hardy at Lockdown in three weeks so it’s about time they announced
something. Other than that we’ve got two title matches which makes for a
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pretty packed show. Let’s get to it.

We open with the usual intro from last week, recapping both the
tournament and Hogan being saved by Ray and Sting.

Hulk Hogan opens us up and talks about how Aces and 8’s interfered before
he could announce the #1 contender last week. That interruption gave him
an extra week to think about who should get the shot. This person showed
that he was the only person who really wanted it. That person is…..Bully
Ray. As in someone not even in the competition at all.

Here’s Ray but he isn’t sure what to think. He has a partially torn quad
(whether that’s legitimate or not, the similarities to
HHH/Stephanie/Vince continue) but Hogan cuts him off. Hogan says Ray is
tough and Ray says it was the greatest day of his life when he married
into this family. Bully wants a six man tag tonight with Aces and 8’s
facing himself, Sting, and Hulk. Ray calls him dad and the match is made.

Bad Influences come in to visit Roode and Aries. They wish them luck in
an eight man tag tonight.

Bad Influence/Bobby Roode/Austin Aries vs. Chavo Guerrero/Hernandez/James
Storm/Joseph Park

Storm vs. Daniels to start and the Cowboy quickly clotheslines him to the
floor. Kaz throws Storm to the floor and everything breaks down quickly.
It’s a big brawl and the good guys clear the ring. Park looks so proud
but Chavo tells him to watch the elbows as we take a break. Back with
Chavo working over Kaz with a front facelock before it’s back to Joseph
Park. We’re told that the title match at Lockdown will be in a cage. As
in just like every match at Lockdown ever?

Park gets caught in the wrong corner and the tag champions start beating
him up. Or is it down? Either way they can’t suplex him which leads to a



brief argument. Back to Daniels who rams Park’s head into the buckles and
pounds away at the temple a few times. Everyone wants the tag but the
heels get in an argument, nearly allowing Park to make the tag. Park
comes back with a double clothesline to put Bad Influence down.

Roode and Aries walk out on their partners and it’s hot tag to Storm. He
cleans house on everyone in sight and it’s off to Hernandez. SuperMex
hits a few shoulders to knock everyone around and Chavo adds a frog
splash to Daniels. The Last Call puts Daniels down and here’s Park with
an a middle rope splash for the pin by Chavo on Kaz at 12:20.

Rating: C+. This was a fun tag match and I liked the way the egos got in
the way of the heels’ success. That’s the logical way those characters
would interact and it’s nice to see them not get along just because
they’re all villains. It’s also good to see Storm back in the company he
belongs in rather than slumming it with Godderz. Just please, no more
Chavo and Hernandez in featured matches. I can’t handle it.

We recap Bully getting the title shot from earlier tonight.

We look at Rockstar Spud winning British Bootcamp and having a
confrontation with Robbie E a few weeks back.

Robbie E. vs. Rockstar Spud

Spud almost immediately runs into a boot from Robbie to put himself down.
Robbie hits a top rope elbow for no cover but misses a charge into the
corner. A spinning DDT puts Robbie down and Spud goes up top. Spud misses
a guillotine legdrop but the Rob’s get in an argument, allowing Spud to
roll up Robbie for the pin at 2:46.

Post match Robbie E. yells at Big Rob and slaps him in the face. Big Rob
stares him down and Robbie runs.



Jesse gives Tara a pep talk. The Knockouts Title match is next.

Knockouts Title: Velvet Sky vs. Gail Kim vs. Miss Tessmacher vs. Tara

Tara is defending and this is under elimination rules. Brooke Hogan gets
to be ringside because what would a segment be without her? The bell will
be after this break. Jesse is ejected by Brooke and we’re ready to go. We
get a bunch of quick rollup attempts but no pins early on. Tessmacher
tries a victory roll on Tara but gets caught in an electric chair to send
her out to the floor. Things settle down a bit and Tara hits the tilt-a-
whirl backbreaker on Sky, only to have the pin broken up by Gail. Why
would she do that?

Now Tara and Gail go at it but Gail is sent to the floor for a bulldog
from Tessmacher. Velvet and Tessmacher ping pong the champion back and
forth with punches but Tara fights back. A moonsault hits Tessmacher but
Velvet grabs Tara and hits In Yo Face, only to be broken up by Gail. Kim
steals the pin on Tara to eliminate her, guaranteeing us a new champion.

Tessmacher hits a kind of spinning neckbreaker on Gail but goes up and
gets crotched. Gail loads up a superplex put Velvet adds a powerbomb to
make it a Tower of Doom. Velvet covers both opponents for two so she
tries In Yo Face on Gail. Tessmacher tries to roll up Sky but Velvet
rolls through it and covers Tessmacher for the elimination. We’re down to
Velvet vs. Gail.

Sky pounds away to start but misses a dropkick to stop her momentum cold.
Kim tries a cover but gets caught grabbing the ropes like a good villain
should. Some shoulders in the corner miss and Velvet grabs a pretty
sloppy sunset flip for two. In Yo Face hits this time and Velvet wins the
title at 8:35.

Rating: C-. This wasn’t bad but at the end of the day, what difference
does this really make? Velvet is another person that happens to hold the
title now. She’ll probably hold it for about three months before dropping



it back to Tara or Gail and the cycle starts all over again. That’s the
problem with the women’s divisions in both companies: they’ve been going
around in circles for years.

Hogan and Sting get ready in the back. Sting leaves and runs into Bully
who wants to make sure Hogan is cool. Ray thinks it’s cool to be tagging
with the two of them.

We’ll get an update on AJ Styles next week.

We recap Samoa Joe, Kurt Angle, Wes Brisco and Garrett Bischoff. Angle
vouched for Garrett and Wes but they joined Aces and 8’s to stab him in
the back.

Samoa Joe vs. Garrett Bischoff

Garrett bails to the floor to start but gets in some shots to the knee
once he’s back inside. Bischoff chokes away and stomps away a bit more as
that’s about the extent of his offense so far. A shoulder tackle takes
Joe down and it’s off to a chinlock. Joe comes back with an atomic drop
and big boot, followed by a senton backsplash. The Facewash has Garrett
in trouble in the corner and Joe loads up the MuscleBuster, only to have
Brisco run in for the DQ at 5:06.

Rating: D. As I’ve said dozens of times, Garrett Bischoff is not that
talented. Even in Aces and 8’s he comes off like a guy who is in a t-
shirt pretending to be intimidating and powerful. Instead he’s actually a
guy who has a very limited moveset and hasn’t won a match of note in
about a year. Nothing to see here.

Kurt Angle makes the save and says it’s him vs. Brisco in a cage at
Lockdown.

X-Division Title: Kenny King vs. Rob Van Dam



Van Dam is defending and gets dropkicked off the apron during his
entrance. King rams him spine first into the post and slams Van Dam down
to take over. A springboard legdrop misses the champ though but he kicks
Van Dam right back down for two. King hits a spinwheel kick for the same
result and a chinlock keeps Van Dam down for a bit.

Back to the chinlock but Rob fights up and hits some kicks to take over
again. King counters a monkey flip by landing on his feet but can’t quite
hit the Royal Flush, allowing RVD to kick out at two. King misses a pair
of knees in the corner and takes Rolling Thunder as a result. The Five
Star retains the title at 6:21.

Rating: C-. Of all the successful Van Dam defenses against King, this is
the most recent. There was a mention of King beating Ion on Xplosion
(sidebar: PUT XPLOSION ONLINE AND PROMOTE IT!!! TNA’s biggest problem is
not enough programming and they never talk about the other hour they
have. That’s an extra 50% of air time they could have and they NEVER
mention it on air! Promote that instead of Dixie’s freaking Twitter!) but
other than that there’s no reason for this match to happen. Either end
the division or give it some attention.

Hulk tells Brooke that he has to do this.

Jeff Hardy will be back next week.

Hulk Hogan/Sting/Bully Ray vs. Aces and 8’s

It’s D-Von, Anderson and Doc here. Everyone comes out for the match but
there’s no Hulk. We keep waiting for it and there’s still no Hogan. The
music plays again but Aces and 8’s jump Sting and Ray to start things
off. Sting and Ray fight back and Doc gets caught with a Stinger Splash
as we take a break.

Back with Doc coming in to continue a beating on Bully. Off to D-Von for



a falling headbutt and an unseen tag off to Anderson. After some basic
pounding here’s D-Von again for a chinlock. Ray suplexes out of it though
but Anderson breaks up the tag to Sting. Off to Doc again and he has to
immediately stop a Ray comeback with more right hands.

Ray spears D-Von down and there’s the real tag to Sting. The Scorpion
Death Drop gets two on Doc but Anderson makes the save. Anderson gets
loaded up in What’s Up as the other bikers come out with both Hogans
being held hostage. Hulk yells that his knee is hurt as it’s 3-1 against
Sting. Doc hits a big boot and Aces and 8’s actually win a match at
11:26.

Rating: D+. Is this supposed to mean something for the bikers? They’ve
lost so many times and now they can win a 3-1 handicap match that they
had to cheat to win as well? The match was nothing of note and was rather
boring for the most part, which isn’t a good sign heading into the second
biggest show of the year.

Sting gets beaten down to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. This one didn’t do much for me. The matches were ok
and the stories were advanced somewhat, but overall the show felt like it
was tired. That’s perfectly understandable though as this was their
fourth taping in a handful of days and it’s clear that they’re starting
to drag. Next week they’ll have a fresh show and things should be back to
normal though.

That being said, the Aces and 8’s stuff is getting tiresome. It’s clearly
coming to a head at Lockdown, but hopefully it ends there or they REALLY
revamp it. I’m bored by these constant losses or barely meaningful wins
and I think most people are too. Not a bad show tonight but it was hardly
lighting anything on fire.

Results



Chavo Guerrero/Hernandez/James Storm/Joseph Park b. Bad Influence/Bobby
Roode/Austin Aries – Chavo pinned Kazarian after a splash from Park

Rockstar Spud b. Robbie E. – Rollup

Velvet Sky b. Tara, Gail Kim and Miss Tessmacher – In Yo Face to Gail

Samoa Joe b. Garrett Bischoff via DQ when Wes Brisco interfered

Rob Van Dam b. Kenny King – Five Star Frog Splash

Aces and 8’s b. Sting/Hulk Hogan/Bully Ray – Big boot to Sting

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Impact  Wrestling  –  February
14,  2013:  Happy  Valentine’s
Day. Here’s A Tournament!
Impact  Wrestling
Date: February 14, 2013
Location: Wembly Arena, London, England
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz, Todd Keneley

We’re in London for the next two weeks and we’re getting really close to
Lockdown, which apparently won’t be all cage matches. We do however need
a main event so odds are things are going to be announced tonight. The
crowds have been hot lately so hopefully they’ll be able to keep that
streak going tonight. Let’s get to it.

After the LONG recap, here’s Hogan to open the show. He announces a
tournament of four matches tonight for the title shot against Hardy. The
matches are Storm vs. RVD, Joe vs. Angle, Magnus vs. Daniels and Aries
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vs. Roode. Instead of brackets though, it’s whoever the fans like best
getting the shot. This brings him to Aces and 8’s, who apparently want a
war. Gee they’ve been terrorizing the place for 7 months so now you’ve
finally figured that out Hulk? Anyway Sting is apparently the captain and
he says that he’ll be looking for teammates tonight.

Christopher Daniels vs. Magnus

The obvious crowd favorite takes over with a fast shoulder block but
Daniels rams him into the corner to slow him down. A suplex keeps the
pressure on Daniels but Kaz interferes, allowing Daniels to hit an STO to
take Magnus down. Off to a neck crank by Daniels and the release Rock
Bottom puts Magnus down. The BME attempt misses though and a big boot
puts Daniels down. Kaz interferes and gets ejected, firing up the crowd.
Back in and a clothesline puts Chris down and a falcon’s arrow does the
same. A top rope elbow is enough to end Daniels at 5:06.

Rating: C. Magnus continues to impress while he’s actually out there, but
unfortunately since we’re out of England after next week, the odds are
that he leaves the main show too. Daniels and Kaz didn’t get to do
anything funny tonight which is their main strength at the moment. Decent
match here but not bad.

Brooke tries to make Bully feel better about being hurt and not being in
the title shot. They plan a date.

Magnus makes a plea to Hogan to get the title match.

Samoa Joe vs. Kurt Angle

Feeling out process to start but Joe pounds him into the corner. A
snapmare sets up the chop to the back and a running knee drop for two.
Angle comes back with a fast belly to belly overhead as we hear about the
history between these two. Angle hits a back elbow to put both guys down
again as we take a break. Back with Joe hitting the running elbow through
the ropes to take over again. Back in and the backsplash gets two for the
fat man, but Kurt rolls the Germans to take over.

Angle charges into the release Rock Bottom out of the corner but as Joe



puts Kurt on the top rope, Angle hits a missile dropkick for two. Joe
pops right back up though and puts on the Clutch, only to have Angle
reverse into the ankle lock. That gets reversed too and a double
clothesline puts both guys down. Not that it matters though as Aces and
8’s come in for the no contest at 11:33.

Rating: C+. These two have good matches with each other in their sleep
(or drug induced haze in Angle’s case) so the match was going to be good
here no matter what. The ending sucks but I’m guessing these four
(Bischoff and Brisco interfered) are having a tag match at Lockdown.
Other than that, nothing to see here.

Angle and Joe clear the ring post match.

Dixie talks to the British Boot Camp losers.

Blossom Twins/Party Marty vs. Gail Kim/Tara/Jesse Godderz

The guys start things off and Jesse takes over early. Marty kind of
misses a moonsault out of the corner and we take a break. Back from the
break and it’s off to one of the Blossoms vs. Tara. A dropkick gets two
for the rookie (apparently Hannah rather than Holly) but it’s a double
sideslam for two on the champ. Gail comes in to pull on let’s say Holly’s
hair and the heels take over. Tara throws around I think Holly as get
into a really long and dull beatdown segment on the Blossom.

Tara beats on her, Gail beats on her, Tara comes back in and the
moonsault hits knees, allowing for the hot tag to Hannah. The Blossoms
beat up the other girls and hit a nice double team splash onto Tara.
Jesse comes in to be a bully but gets dropkicked out to the floor. Marty
BADLY misses a dive to the floor, but I think it was more on Jesse than
Marty. Hannah walks into Eat Defeat from Gail for the pin at
approximately 11:00.

Rating: D. I’m not a fan of women’s wrestling and this was pretty lame
even by Knockout standards. It went on WAY too long and we here in
America have almost no idea who these rookies are. Why in the world would
I care about a guy named Party Marty? The match was watchable due to the
Blossoms’ looks, but other than that there wasn’t much going on.



Gail wants the title so here’s Brooke to make Velvet vs. Tara vs. Gail
vs. Tessmacher next week for the title.

We recap Dixie saying the show is going on the word permanently.

We recap Jeff’s knee injury. He’ll be back in two weeks.

James Storm vs. Rob Van Dam

James starts with a fast kick to the head but RVD kicks him right back
down and hits the Rolling Thunder for two. The split legged moonsault
gets the same but Storm hits a fast DDT to take RVD down. A punch to
Rob’s face does little damage but an Alabama Slam out of the corner gets
two for James. Closing Time hits but Van Dam blocks the Last Call with
that stepover kick to the jaw. The Five Star is broken up but Van Dam
kicks Storm into the other corner. There’s the freaking Van Terminator
but it only hits ropes, allowing Storm to knock him out cold with the
Last Call for the pin at 5:38.

Rating: C+. Good back and forth match here that was needing more time.
Thankfully Storm seems to be at least getting a chance in the title scene
again. If nothing else it’s better than fighting Godderz over and over
again. Van Dam losing here is fine as it’s not like the division exists
anymore.

Joseph Park learns a lesson in politicking. Hogan says it’s a rib, which
Park has to find out the definition of.

Brooke badgers Hulk to give Bully the title shot.

We recap Austin Aries and Robert Roode’s history together.

Robert Roode vs. Austin Aries

Before the match Roode says Hogan’s attempts at wedging the tag champions
apart won’t work. They say ring the bell and an argument breaks out over
who should lay down for the other. Aries tries to steal a pin and we take
a break. Back with the champions slugging it out before Roode misses a
charge into the corner. Aries comes back with a sunset flip for two and
argues with the referee about the count.



We get another slugout with Aries hitting the discus forearm, only to
walk into the spinebuster for two. Aries is placed on the top rope but
fights out of a superplex attempt. They slug it out on top with Austin
knocking him down to the mat, only to miss the 450. Roode’s spear is
countered into the Last Chancery but Roode rakes the eyes to escape.
There’s the Crossface from Bobby but Aries fight out as well.

The referee is bumped (duh) and Bobby grabs a chair. We get the Eddie
Guerrero spot with Roode pretending to have been hit with the chair, but
Aries tries the same thing. That’s brilliant! Chavo and Hernandez come
out for a distraction and as the champions go after them, we get a double
countout at approximately 10:00.

Rating: B-. I was really digging this and the mirroring Guerrero spots
were brilliant. These two work incredibly well together but for the love
of goodness I do not want to see them fight Chavo and Hernandez again.
The ending was annoying but they had to do that in order to avoid a
“who’s the best” angle.

Sting tells Hogan to choose wisely.

Here’s Hogan to choose the winner, but Aces and 8’s surround the ring.
Cue a limping Bully Ray with a chain, and of course Aces and 8’s won’t
fight an old man and a limping fat guy. Sting comes out with three ball
bats for the real save. No announcement is made.

Overall Rating: C-. This wasn’t their best show. I can’t imagine any of
these guys getting the shot as no one really stood out, so odds are it’s
going to be Ray so he can screw over TNA. The matches were decent here
tonight which is all you can ask for out of a free TV show. Too much
Hogan tonight though, which is a major problem this show has anymore.

Results

Magnus b. Christopher Daniels – Top Rope Elbow

Samoa Joe vs. Kurt Angle went to a no contest when Aces and 8’s
interfered

Gail Kim/Tara/Jesse Godderz b. Blossom Twins/Party Marty



James Storm b. Rob Van Dam – Last Call

Austin Aries vs. Bobby Roode went to a double countout

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Impact  Wrestling  –  February
7, 2013: They Can’t Even Win
A Glorified Handicap Match
Impact  Wrestling
Date: February 7, 2013
Location: Manchester Arena, Manchester, England
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz, Todd Keneley

We’re still in England for the second of four shows. The main story at
the moment is that Garret Bischoff and Wes Brisco FINALLY joined Aces and
8’s, shocking a total of no one. Other than that we’re on the Road to
Lockdown which is four weeks from Sunday. That being said, we need a #1
contender. Oh and we’ve got Ray/Sting vs. Aces and 8’s in a tables match
tonight. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the Hogans/Ray and Aces and 8’s.

Here are the bikers to open the show. Most of them are sans masks now and
I can’t say I’m any more impressed. Could it be because they NEVER WIN
ANYTHING??? We get a video on Aces and 8’s beating up Angle over the last
few weeks. Apparently Wes and Garrett have been on the team for awhile
now. Yeah I’m stunned too. Garrett says this is his new family and Brisco
complains about being introduced in a Gut Check match. D-Von isn’t
worried about the tables match because Aces and 8’s have an ace up their
sleeve.
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Tara and Jesse annoy Brooke so it’s Tara vs. Tessmacher tonight.

X-Division Title: Kenny King vs. Zema Ion vs. Rob Van Dam

Hey look: a triple threat! RVD is defending and gets double teamed to
start. Since Zema Ion sucks though, King turns on him and sends both he
and Van Dam to the floor. A corkscrew dive by King takes both guys down
and one from Ion….mostly misses both guys. Back in and a missile dropkick
takes King down but Van Dam comes back in almost immediately. King sends
Ion to the floor again but RVD takes him down.

Ion breaks up Rolling Thunder and hits a middle rope tornado DDT for two.
King and Ion go at it a bit with Ion hitting a flipping facebuster for
two. Ion takes King down again for two more as the champion is on the
floor. This is basically a one on one match with Van Dam popping in every
now and then. King hits a pair of running knees to the ribs of Ion
followed by a northern lights suplex, but RVD comes in with the Five Star
to take out King and follows with the pin on Ion at 5:54.

Rating: C. The match was ok but what difference does this make at all?
There’s almost no story to it and the division is lucky to get a segment
every two weeks. You pretty much saw the entire division out there in one
match here, and that’s a really bad sign. Bring some fresh blood into
this thing or drop it already, because this is nothing worth seeing at
all.

We get a package on TNA British Boot Camp, which is their version of Gut
Check. A 5’3 guy named Rockstar Spud wins.

We look at the opening promo from Wes and Garrett earlier. It’s still not
impressive.

Bruce Prichard talks to D’Lo about Brisco sneaking on via Gut Check. I’m
still thinking this isn’t going to live up to whatever it’s supposed to
be.

Jesse comes out to run his mouth bout James Storm interrupts. Blah blah
blah, I’m going to kick you in the face then drink, ring the bell.

James Storm vs. Jesse Godderz



Jesse takes over to start but Storm comes back with punches and a knee to
the ribs followed by the Eye of the Storm. An enziguri from the corner
sets up a running neckbreaker for no cover. Last Call ends this at 3:04.

Rating: D. Seriously, is there NO ONE ELSE that Storm can feud with? The
guy is over like free beer in a frat house and he’s stuck beating up
Jesse Godderz. I know the match with Roode at BFG wasn’t that big but
it’s a bigger deal than what Storm is getting now. Nothing match here as
Godderz continues to be decent, but Storm is WAY out of his league.

Tag Titles: Chavo Guerrero/Hernandez vs. Austin Aries/Bobby Roode

The Texans are defending and dear goodness please let the titles change
tonight. Chavo and Roode start things off with the champion taking over
with some headscissors to start. Aries comes in but runs into Hernandez
who scares him away. SuperMex puts Aries on the top rope so Austin
cartwheels away. Roode tells a posing Aries to turn around and there’s
the delayed vertical, but Roode makes the save.

A double suplex with Chavo helping out puts the challengers down and
there’s a slingshot hilo onto Aries. Roode pulls Chavo to the floor but
the suicide dive misses, sending Bobby into the barricade. We take a
break and come back with Roode breaking up a cover by Hernandez. Chavo
chops away on Aries in the corner and it’s back to Hernandez. A running
splash gets two for Hernandez and here’s Guerrero ago.

Roode finally cheats a bit and hits Chavo in the back so Aries can hit a
discus forearm to take down Chavo and give the heels control. Tazz, now
part of a team, goes on a rant about how much being in a tag team sucks
before talking about how much he loves Aces and 8’s. Off to Roode again
for a chinlock as Tazz talks about sitting on a boil. Ok then. A top rope
double ax hits Chavo on the floor and gets two for Austin back inside.

We hit a LONG chinlock by Roode before Aries comes in with some cheating.
Chavo fights up and it’s a double clothesline to put both guys down.
There’s the hot tag to Hernandez who cleans house, only to have Roode
pull his own partner into the slingshout shoulder from Hernandez.
SuperMex destroys Roode but Aries escapes Three Amigos. The heels are
rammed together and Roode walks out, only to return as Aries hits



Hernandez low. The spinebuster to Chavo sets up the 450 from Aries for
the pin and the titles at 17:29.

Rating: B. I don’t like the challengers but this was a very solid tag
match. If nothing else these two will actually be interesting instead of
just sitting around doing nothing at all. This had a long heel in peril
segment which you hardly ever see anymore. Good match here and nice to
see a LONG TV match that means something.

Hulk and Ray have a chat about Ray being a good guy. He says he isn’t and
he’ll prove it against Aces and 8’s.

Video on AJ’s career falling apart.

Tara vs. Miss Tessmacher

Jesse is barred from ringside and this is non-title. Tara keeps looking
back for Jesse and screaming his name. A few headlocks put Tessmacher
down but she comes back with the stupid Stink Face. Tara tries to bail
but comes back in for the spinning side slam for two. The Widow’s Peak
doesn’t work so it’s off to a full nelson instead. Tara hooks a chinlock
for a bit before Tessmacher comes back and hits a Tess Shock out of
nowhere for the pin at 5:26.

Rating: D+. I don’t like them, this match has been done to death, the
girls still look good, and the division is still dying before our very
eyes. What is the point of these random matches? To set up Tessmacher vs.
Tara for the title again? You know, such a FRESH match as that, which we
NEVER see anymore?

Here’s Rockstar Spud to debut before the crowd. He gives a standard “I
made it and this is my dream” promo before the Rob’s come out to
interrupt. Robbie E sends Big Rob to take him out but Big Rob steps aside
to let Spud hit Robbie in the face, furthering the face turn. Big Rob
does the fist pump.

Sting and Brooke do nothing of note.

We recap the bikers taking out Hardy’s knee.



Sting/Bully Ray vs. D-Von/Doc

Tables match here and the TNA guys have face paint on ala Sting. The
bikers are in trouble to start as Tazz goes on a rant about how the other
bikers need to come out here for the save. This is still a big brawl for
the most part with nothing from Aces and 8’s about two minutes in. Ray
hits a Stinger Splash on D-Von in the corner and shakes the rails on the
floor. Sting hits one as well and we take a break.

Back with Doc getting kicked down by Ray but the Bully misses an elbow. A
big boot puts Ray on the floor and the guys pair off. Since it’s an Aces
and 8’s match though, they get beaten down again and here are the tables.
The bikers come back and try a double suplex through the table but Ray
makes the save again.

Ray fights both of them off but gets sent to the floor for his efforts.
Sting is loaded onto the table again but Ray pulls his brother to the
floor. Sting crotches Doc on the top and it’s a superplex…not through the
table as Knox moves the wood. Sting fights them both off (duh) and Ray
hulks up before sending D-Von through a table for the win at 14:07.

Rating: C-. It’s a tag team tables match so what am I supposed to say
here? These matches are almost always the same and it was clear that the
bikers weren’t going to win because that’s just not what they do. This is
clearly setting up Lockdown where hopefully this team is done for good.

The Hogans come out to celebrate of course, despite having nothing to do
with this whatsoever.

Overall Rating: C+. This was decent but at the end of the day, Aces and
8’s bring nothing to the table (pun intended) whatsoever. They’re just
not interesting and there’s nothing at all to them to make us believe
they’re intimidating. They lose over and over again and they lose in the
main event here. Other than that though the show was pretty solid stuff,
even though it didn’t set up anything for Lockdown.

Results

Rob Van Dam b. Zema Ion and Kenny King – Van Dam pinned Ion after a



northern lights suplex from King

James Storm b. Jesse Godderz – Last Call

Austin Aries/Bobby Roode b. Chavo Guerrero/Hernandez – 450 Splash to
Guerrero

Miss Tessmacher b. Tara – Tess Shocker

Sting/Bully Ray b. D-Von/Doc – Ray chokeslammed D-Von through a table

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and check out my
ebook on Amazon at http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00B9K3POI

Thought of the TNA: TNA And
Superstables
I  started doing some math last night and the numbers are a
bit saddening. The first TNA heel superstable was S.E.X.  It
ran from the winter of 2002 until June of 2003.  We’ll call
this six months.

After that came the Kings of Wrestling which evolved into
Planet Jarrett/Jarrett’s Army.  Combining the two, this ran
for just shy of two years.

Then came the double stables of Christian’s Coalition and the
Angle Alliance.  These ran from February of 2007 to April of
2008, or about 14 months.

The Main Event Mafia ran from October of 2008 to approximately
October of 2009, giving us another year.

Immortal started October 10, 2010 and ended either October 16,
2011 or April 15, 2012 depending on what you consider their
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actual ending.

Aces and 8’s has been running for seven months now.

 

Some  quick  math  tells  you  that,  from  a  conservative
standpoint, TNA has spent over six years running superstable
angles.   That’s  more  than  half  the  time  they’ve  been  in
existence as a company.  To say they’re repeating storylines
is an understatement.

 

Impact  Wrestling  –  January
31,  2013:  The  Least
Surprising  Moment  Since  The
Sun Came Up This Morning
Impact  Wrestling
Date: January 31, 2013
Location: Manchester Arena, Manchester, England
Commentators: Tazz, Todd Keneley, Mike Tenay

We’re in England for the first of four shows in a row. Tonight is Open
Fight Night again with the main event being Angle vs. Anderson in a cage.
Other than that we’re promised a huge announcement from Dixie Carter.
Sometimes those things are huge and sometimes they mean jack so who knows
what to expect. Let’s get to it.

Here’s Bad Influence in kilts and Braveheart face paint to open the show.
Since it’s Throwback Thursday, we’re going back to the thirteenth century
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to praise the real heroes of the UK, the Scots! Daniels has no update on
Hardy but promises to win the title and come back here for an easy title
defense against the English.

This brings out the returning Magnus who makes fun of Daniels for the way
he talks before calling them disrespectful Muppets. Magnus challenges
either of them for later and the brawl is on. A pair of backdrops put Bad
Influence on the floor and Magnus stands tall. He talks about being in
the ring and getting to do what he loves, but Aces and 8’s took that from
him. Therefore he’s calling out D-Von for a fight tonight. The biker
comes out and we take a break.

Magnus vs. D-Von

This is non-title I believe. Magnus takes over to start and heads to the
floor, where D-Von is slammed into the barricade a few times. It’s very
nice to see the show in an actual arena instead of a tiny studio. D-Von
kicks the rope into Magnus’ crotch as they come back in and takes over.
Some punches to the face and a legdrop set up the Hogan hand to the ear.
Off to a nerve hold for a bit before D-Von misses a middle rope headbutt.
A high knee puts D-Von down again as does a clothesline. Not that it
matters though as the rest of Aces and 8’s come in for the DQ at 5:11.

Rating: D+. Not much to see here other than yet ANOTHER Aces and 8’s
loss. Can they at least win a token match just to mess with us a bit?
Magnus is a guy with some talent and I’d like to see him on TV more than
once every few months. The match was pretty slow stuff here though and
that didn’t help things.

Magnus clears the ring before the jobbing army can get in there.

Joseph Park’s challenge is up next.

Brooke, Bully and Sting are in the back and worrying that Hulk won’t be
here tonight.

Joseph Park comes out for his challenge. He’s taken a lot of notes but
here’s Robbie E to interrupt. Park says that’s not his pick but E calls
him a hamster. Robbie wipes himself with Park’s notes and after insulting



the UK (then backing away when the Welsh Rob Terry glares at him) he
challenges Park for a fight right now.

Joseph Park vs. Robbie E

Park takes over to start with some arm drags and clotheslines but a
running splash misses. Robbie pounds away a bit but can’t get even a near
fall out of it. Park avoids a middle rope knee and makes his comeback,
hitting a belly to belly suplex of all things. A middle rope splash is
enough to pin Robbie at 3:30.

Rating: C. Park continues to be a fun character and I’m reaching the
point where he doesn’t need to become Abyss again. He’s nailing this so
well and has been for months now, so why not let him keep doing it? This
was short but it was the right way for Park to get his first win. Decent
stuff here.

Hogan is here.

Aries and Roode are in the ring with Aries saying that the two of them
are going to start winning championships. Roode doesn’t like the idea of
Aries being world champion so they’ll start with the tag titles. Roode
says the champions can’t hold a candle to them and calls out Chavo. The
champions come out and Chavo says you have to be a tag team to get a
title shot. Aries says they’ve already beaten Hernandez so if there’s
going to be a rematch and Aries or Roode wins, they get a title match.

Chavo Guerrero vs. Austin Aries

They start fast with Chavo taking him down via a belly to back. Aries
comes right back but the slingshot hilo hits knees. Chavo hits a
slingshot hilo of his own and chokes away in the corner before we take a
break. Back with Chavo diving onto Roode but getting hit with the suicide
dive by Aries. We head back inside with Aries pounding away and a few two
counts.

A headlock takeover puts Chavo down as does a backdrop for no cover.
Chavo comes back with a dropkick and a capo kick for two. Three Amigos
hit and there’s the frog splash but Roode comes in for a distraction. In



the distraction, Aries hits a WICKED running dropkick in the corner and
the brainbuster earns he and Roode a title shot at 10:33.

Rating: C-. The match wasn’t bad but man alive do I hope Aries and Roode
take the titles. Chavo and Hernandez are competent in the ring (most of
the time) but they might be the least interesting champions this side of
Cody Rhodes and Hardcore Holly. Oh yeah, they’re THAT dull. The ending
shots by Aries here were great.

Brooke and Bully go to the ring.

Angle is warming up with Joe, Garrett and Brisco around him. Joe yells at
the rookies when they say they’ll be at ringside because Joe is going to
be there instead.

We recap the Hogans/Bully stuff.

Here are Brooke and Bully to the ring to recap Bully’s suspension. Ray
says that they’re family with a common enemy in Aces and 8’s. They have
to bury their problems so Ray can fight the bikers. Ray says Sting can
get Hogan to lift the suspension and starts a Sting chant. Cue Sting who
says that he can’t get Hogan out here but the fans can.

Therefore, let’s stop the Sting chant and start a Hogan chant. Here’s
Hulk so the people in the room can suck up to him a bit. Hulk talks about
always doing the right thing so Bully is reinstated. This shocks him for
some reason. Hulk talks about being confused about business and family
though, so next week it’s Bully/Sting vs. Aces and 8’s in a tables match.

The big announcement is that Impact is going on the road permanently

starting March 14th. That’s a BIG step for them.

Here’s a ticked off Velvet to call out Tara. The champion and Jesse come
out but Velvet wants a mixed tag instead of a title shot.

Velvet Sky/James Storm vs. Jesse Sorensen/Tara

The guys start things off with Storm slapping him around like a former
world champion beating up a rookie that got a job because he was on a
reality show. Tara trips Storm up and Jesse takes over for a few seconds



until Closing Time takes him right back down. Off to the girls with
Velvet taking over. Closing Time hits Jesse again and In Yo Face ends
Tara at 3:50.

Rating: D+. This is the best they can do with James Storm? Seriously? The
match sucked as there was no doubt as to who was going to win, but I’m
rather bored with the current Knockouts. There’s never a story other than
“I want the title” and seeing the same chicks fight over and over and
over gets really dull after a few years.

We get a quick update on Hardy. He had an MRI on his bad knee. End of
update.

We recap the Hogan segment from earlier. The Hogans say Hulk had to do
something for his family because he always does the right thing when it
comes to them. You know like suggesting a reality show about your son
getting out of jail for a car crash that has put a guy in need of life
long medical care from a car wreck that your son caused. That’s “doing
the right thing”, right?

Video on Angle vs. Anderson from Lockdown 2010. That was a great match.

Joe has been attacked.

Mr. Anderson vs. Kurt Angle

In a cage. Anderson jumps Angle as he gets in and gets a quick two count.
Brisco is out at ringside too. Anderson is in full control here but runs
into an elbow in the corner. Angle hits a middle rope dropkick to put
both guys down for a bit. The Angle Slam is countered into a Regal Roll
for two and drops a medium sized leg. Angle comes back by sending
Anderson into the cage and hitting the Angle Slam for two.

We take a break and come back with Angle still in control. Anderson comes
back with a clothesline and goes to escape but Kurt makes the save.
Anderson crotches him for two and goes up again, only to get taken down
by the Angle Slam off the top. Angle is still dazed though and walks into
the Mic check for two. Ken tries to go up again but gets powerbombed out
of the corner. There’s the ankle lock with the grapevine for the tap out



at 15:09.

Rating: B-. Not bad here and the cage was used pretty well at time. It’s
certainly nothing innovative or mind blowing but for a free main event on
TV between the top solider in a war against an evil faction, this was
perfectly fine. Anderson isn’t much of an upgrade for the team but he’s
certainly better than everyone else on the biker team.

Post match another biker comes in and Brisco comes in to join in the
fight. It’s Garrett Bischoff, finally joining Aces and 8’s. Brisco jumps
Angle too and they’re both bikers. WOW I NEVER, NEVER I SAY, would have
seen this coming. The new recruits destroy Angle to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This show wasn’t terrible but it really didn’t get
going until near the end. Granted this was a taped show and they were
probably still adjusting to the time and everything, but it felt a step
off. The ending….yeah we knew it was coming but dang it still made me
roll my eyes. Why am I supposed to care about two guys joining the team
when they might as well have been carrying big signs that said “WE’RE IN
ACES AND 8’s!” for the last few months? Anyway, this show certainly
wasn’t bad and was pretty much ok, but it doesn’t have me dying to see
more.

Results

Magnus b. D-Von via DQ when Aces and 8’s interfered

Joseph Park b. Robbie E – Middle rope splash

Austin Aries b. Chavo Guerrero – Brainbuster

James Storm/Velvet Sky b. Jesse Sorensen/Tara – In Yo Face to Tara

Kurt Angle b. Mr. Anderson – Ankle Lock

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews



Impact  Wrestling  –  January
24, 2013: Aces And 8’s Looks
Strong. You Read That Right.
Impact Wrestling
Date: January 24, 2013
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Todd Keneley, Tazz

So the wedding was last week and as most weddings do, it drew a good
audience. The main surprise from last week’s events though was that Tazz
was introduced as the newest member of Aces and 8’s. While shocking, it
doesn’t address the main issues the team has. Kennedy is their biggest
star I guess, but that doesn’t really make them intimidating. This stable
is almost eight months old. Don’t you think it’s time we got a bit more
out of them? Oh and Hardy defends against Daniels tonight. Let’s get to
it.

We open with a long recap from last week.

Keneley and Tenay are disturbed by Tazz’s actions.

There’s kind of an opening sequence now.

Here are Aces and 8’s to open things up with Tazz leading the way. Tazz
immediately gives us more about the team than we’ve gotten in the time
they’ve been around: they’re out for revenge and redemption and they have
a higher power. Last week was the wedding and there was a chance to step
on the Hogans’ faces. They were just another victim and nothing more. As
for Dixie Carter, Tazz signed a contract that says if anyone puts a hand
on him that says he’ll make a fortune. Fast promo here.

Jesse hypes up Tara while bragging about himself.

Video on Daniels being around since the dawn of TNA.

Daniels says this is a turning point for his career tonight.
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Tazz is back on commentary.

Knockouts Title: Tara vs. Velvet Sky

Velvet is back in the classic outfit instead of the catsuit which is a
downgrade for me. Tara poses as the bell rings so Velvet grabs a quick
rollup for two. Tara fights her back but stops to pose again and gets
kicked out to the floor as we take a break. Back with Tara in control as
Tazz won’t answer questions about why he turned because it’s club
business. Translation: it isn’t important enough/the writers haven’t
figured out the answer yet.

The shaky moonsault gets two for Tara but she goes up top for no apparent
reason and gets slammed down accordingly. Velvet comes back with a
headscissors and a spinning faceplant but Jesse has the referee’s
attention. Tara knocks Jesse down and a rollup gets two for Velvet. Sky
loads up a suplex but Jesse hooks her foot ala Bobby Heenan and Ultimate
Warrior at Wrestlemania 5 to give Tara the win at 9:42.

Rating: C-. This wasn’t horrible but the first part of the match was
pretty sloppy. The division is at a standstill at this point as nothing
has really changed for awhile. It’s the same set of girls having the same
matches that we’ve seen for years now. Velvet’s big return basically
means nothing at this point and hasn’t changed anything. Also, can more
than two Knockouts appear on screen at once or is that against the rules?

Open Fight Night is back next week.

Sting has something to say later on.

Kenny King talks to himself in the mirror when Zema Ion comes up to talk
strategy. Tension is teased and I can’t bring myself to be interested.

Here’s Joseph Park to say that his place is here on Impact instead of in
the courtroom. He never got that win though, or that W as the boys call
it. He’s here to be the best he can be and holds up a passport, saying
he’ll be here next week in Manchester to compete in Open Fight Night. He
doesn’t know who he’s facing but he’s going to spend the week watching
film. Next week he’ll deliver his verdict and then hold his own court and



get that W.

Zema Ion/Kenny King vs. Rob Van Dam/Christian York

York and Ion start things off as Tazz talks about which of these guys
would be a good addition to the team. Off to Van Dam who goes after King
on the apron and gets in trouble for his efforts. King comes in legally
and hits a nice snap suplex for two. Back to Ion for his usual lame stuff

as we hear about Bellator for the 100th time in two weeks.

Ion misses a 450 and everything breaks down. Rob loads up the split
legged moonsault on Zema but King crotches him, only to get elbowed back
down. Rob gets kicked off the top and Ion tags himself in. A tornado DDT
is countered but King hits a springboard Blockbuster to give Ion the pin
at 5:09.

Rating: C. I’m trying to care about Ion and it’s just not working at all.
The guy just isn’t that good but he of all the people that have been
brought in to the division over the last few years, they pick HIM to
stick around and push? York and King looked fine here while Van Dam was
Van Dam. I’m hoping King wins the title soon as it would shake the
division up a bit while also being logical progression.

Tazz leaves to take a phone call.

Bully and Brooke arrive and will do their talking in the ring.

Joe tells Garrett and Wes that they can’t suck up to him like they do to
Angle. Kurt pops up and says he’s still hurt but he can fight.

We recap the wedding. Again.

Here are Bully and Brooke to the ring. Bully says that he expected this
from D-Von but not Tazz. Last week Aces and 8’s hurt Sting who is the
only person that has trusted Ray. They also hurt Hogan who it took
forever to get to accept Ray, but more importantly they hurt Brooke. Ray
tells Aces and 8’s to sleep with their eyes open until he takes care of
all of them. However he needs the absent Hulk to lift his suspension to
do that. Cue Sting who begs Hulk to take this all the way like he does



with everything else. He believes that Hogan will do the right thing next
week in Manchester.

Aries and Roode praise each other to try to get out of a match with
Hernandez. Aries: “You were the longest reigning champion ever.” Roode:
“Then you beat me.” Aries: “Well yeah but…” Eventually Roode is tricked
into taking the match because he’s the power guy and Aries should clean
up. Roode is confused but Aries leaves before Bobby can complain.

Video on Hardy before Hardy says (out loud!) that he’ll win.

Hernandez vs. Bobby Roode

Roode tries to pound away a bit but gets backdropped for his efforts.
Tenay thinks Roode is a better singles wrestler than Hernandez. The
PROFESSOR ladies and gentlemen. There’s the delayed vertical suplex to
Roode but he immediately comes back with a guillotine on the top rope.
Tazz says he could see either of these guys joining Aces and 8’s in the
future. Roode hooks a chinlock but SuperMex fights out of it and hits the
slingshot shoulder to take over.

There’s the corner splash and the over the shoulder backbreaker for no
cover. Roode comes back with a chop but gets sent to the floor. Hernandez
loads up a dive but Aries runs out for the save. He and Chavo get in a
fight on the floor as Roode hits a bulldog on Hernandez for the clean pin
at 5:41.

Rating: C-. A bulldog is enough for a pin? The problem here is that
Hernandez is completely uninteresting and Chavo doesn’t help much.
They’re very dull champions as they don’t really do anything other than
hold the titles and have decent matches. Roode and Aries are hilarious
but I don’t really care to see them as tag champions. The match was ok at
best.

Here’s Angle to say that next week he’s calling out Anderson on Open
Fight Night. Cue Anderson in full Aces and 8’s gear to say that he wants
to fight right now. After the brawl erupts, Angle clears the ring and
says that it’s going to be in a cage next week.



Post break Anderson is panicking over the cage match but D-Von says drink
beer and calm down. He has a plan apparently.

TNA World Title: Jeff Hardy vs. Christopher Daniels

Daniels is challenging here and literally dances to the ring. Tazz
predicts that Hardy is going to have trouble in the year 2013. Feeling
out process to start with Hardy taking over, only to miss a charge in the
corner and fall to the floor. Kaz comes in to celebrate and we take a
break. Back with Daniels hitting a clothesline and choking away on Hardy
for a bit. A modified neckbreaker hits for two on Hardy and it’s off to
the chinlock.

Hardy comes back with a clothesline and speeds things way up before
getting two off the mule kick. A middle rope splash gets two but Hardy
jumps into a Death Valley Driver for two. Daniels busts out the Koji
Clutch which we haven’t seen in years and that no one seems to know the
name of. Christopher loads up something like a superplex but gets caught
in the front suplex from the top for two. The Twist is countered into the
Angel’s Wings for two but the BME and Swanton both miss, the latter of
which gives Hardy two. Hardy counters Angel’s Wings into a rana and it’s
double Twist and Swanton to retain at 14:10.

Rating: B. Good match here with both guys looking great. Daniels is SO
much more fun to watch when he’s not against AJ all the time and his
latest run has been all kinds of entertaining. The promos are way better
than the matches, which is saying a lot as the match here was solid
stuff. Hardy winning was pretty clear but that’s not always a bad thing.
Good main event here.

Post match Tazz distracts Hardy and a masked biker hits Jeff in the knee
with a hammer to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This was ok but not much better than that. At the end
of the day not a lot was really explained that we didn’t know already and
there wasn’t much followup at all to the wedding stuff from last week.
The main event was solid and the post match stuff is likely due to Hardy
not being able to appear in the UK due to his legal issues over the
years. Pretty decent stuff here but the wrestling wasn’t all that great



save for one match.

Results

Tara b. Velvet Sky – Tara pinned Sky after Jesse tripped her

Zema Ion/Kenny King b. Rob Van Dam/Christian York – Ion pinned York after
a springboard Blockbuster from King

Bobby Roode b. Hernandez – Bulldog

Jeff Hardy b. Christopher Daniels – Swanton Bomb

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Genesis  2013:  Aces  and  8’s
Are Inept, Hardy Is Champion,
Everything Keeps Going Along
Genesis  2013
Date: January 13, 2013
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Todd Keneley, Tazz, Mike Tenay

It’s the first PPV of 2013 and the first PPV of a new system for TNA.
Starting this year, the company is only going to have four traditional
three hour shows a year, starting with Genesis here tonight. The main
event is Hardy defending against Aries and Roode in a triple threat
elimination match. The second biggest match is……Sting vs. Doc I guess?
This isn’t the deepest card in the world. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is about a new beginning. How original guys.

Tag Titles: Matt Morgan/Joey Ryan vs. Chavo Guerrero/Hernandez
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Chavo and Hernandez are defending and I’m glad to see this match get done
first as it’s probably the least interesting one on the card for me. I
just don’t care about either team at all. Chavo and Joey get things going
with the champion taking him into the corner to start, only to get caught
in a slingshot to send him into Morgan’s forearm. Off to the big man who
almost immediately tags Ryan in again.

Joey dropkicks Guerrero down but like an idiot won’t cover. Chavo rolls
into the corner for the tag to Hernandez who hits a BIG backdrop (Keneley
can’t remember what to call it) before facing off with Hernandez. Joey
blasts Hernandez in the back to allow Morgan to take over. Off to Joey
for some chest rubbing and a front facelock. Morgan comes back in for a
single shot and it’s back to Ryan again.

Morgan’s discus lariat keeps Hernandez down and he laughs at Hernandez
for not being able to tag out. Hernandez finally avoids a charge in the
corner from Ryan and makes the tag, but naturally the referee doesn’t see
it. Morgan and Ryan tag in and out some more to beat on SuperMex with
Matt holding Hernandez up for Ryan to pound away. Joey hooks a lame neck
crank which Hernandez easily breaks and follows up with a tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker.

Hot tag brings in Chavo to clean house with Three Amigos on Ryan.
Everything breaks down and Chavo staggers Morgan with a missile dropkick.
The champs hit a double dropkick to send Morgan staggering over Ryan
before Hernandez hits a SICK (and mostly botched) sitout powerbomb on
Joey. The Frog Splash retains the titles at 11:30.

Rating: C. The match was fine aside from Ryan nearly having his neck
broken. Ryan and Morgan have no reason to be together and I’m hoping the
team gets split up after tonight. Morgan has the potential to be a big
star in Aces and 8’s but instead, they’re just wasting him on a guy who
is basically a comedy act. Nothing to see here and not a great choice for
an opener.

Morgan glares at Ryan post match.

Apparently Joe has challenged Anderson for a match tonight. Anderson is
tired of being accused so tonight he’ll have the match. Nice job of



advertising this beforehand guys.

Mr. Anderson vs. Samoa Joe

They talk a lot of trash to start with Anderson throwing his shirt in
Joe’s face. This goes badly for Mr. as Joe pounds away in the corner. Joe
takes him down to the mat and drops a knee for two. We head to the floor
with Anderson getting in a few shots to take over. Anderson kicks at the
knee and rams the back into the apron before we head inside again. A
clothesline gets two as does a swinging neckbreaker so it’s back to Joe’s
knee instead.

Anderson hits a dropkick to the knee for two but seems hesitant to go for
a submission hold, which makes sense given who he’s fighting. Instead he
cannonballs down onto the leg a few times before getting kicked out to
the floor. The elbow suicida takes Anderson out but he hurts his knee
again in the same move. Back in and Joe takes over with a backsplash and
the snap powerslam for two. We get dueling chants about Anderson as he
counters the Clutch, only to charge into a Rock Bottom out of the corner.
Joe loads up the MuscleBuster but here’s Knox for the distraction,
allowing Anderson to hit the Mic Check for the pin at 10:55.

Rating: C-. These two just don’t work all that well together. This was
better than their TV Title match from a few months ago but it still
didn’t work all that well. The biker interfering was more annoying than
anything else because we’ve been through the “which side is he on” stuff
with Anderson before. The match didn’t do anything for me, much like Aces
and 8’s in general.

Kenny King is ready for York tonight but he’s more ready for RVD. RVD has
gone soft according to King, as he’s not the same one who kicked Sabu and
Jerry Lynn in the face. Good promo here.

Christian York vs. Kenny King

Winner gets RVD later in the night. Apparently that means immediately
after this match. Oddly enough we get a LOUD Christian chant. Feeling out
process to start with York grabbing a quick headlock. They both try
dropkicks at the same time and we’ve got a standoff. King slaps him in



the face and they run the ropes a bit, only to have Christian hold the
ropes and slap King in the face. Nice touch there.

York hits a leg lariat and a knee to the face for two but gets sent to
the floor. King misses a corkscrew plancha attempt though and gets caught
in a headscissors to take him down. Back in and York tries a tornado DDT
but gets sent out to the floor instead. Back in and King shows off a bit
before hooking a chinlock. A spin kick is caught in a kind of suplex by
York and both guys are down. York grabs a cravate and hooks a Russian
legsweep for no cover but a running kick to the face gets two.

They fight to the apron and York hits a cartwheel kick to knock Kenny to
the floor. York hits a top rope double stomp to the back for two but
walks into a jumping spinning side kick followed by a spinning Rock
Bottom for two. Christian goes up for a cross body but Kenny rolls
through into a cover. His cheating is caught and York suplexes him down
again. A running roll into the corner misses King and a pair of knees to
the ribs gets two. King pulls the hair again to take over and tries la
majistral, but York lays down on him for the pin at 10:15.

Rating: B. I was getting into this at the end with all of the counters
and wondering what it was going to take either guy down. The simplicity
of the ending was a very nice touch as York didn’t flip or spin around
but rather just laid down on King for the pin out of nowhere. I’m not
sure I wouldn’t have had King win instead but it was a good match so I
can live with it.

King lays out York with a reverse AA as Van Dam comes out.

X-Division Title: Rob Van Dam vs. Christian York

York is all banged up and can barely move but as Van Dam checks on him,
Christian blasts him in the face. Van Dam blasts him down and hits a
reluctant Rolling Thunder for two. Off to a surfboard followed by a
triangle choke by the champion. With York’s head on the apron, Van Dam
hits a legdrop to the floor followed by a jackknife cover for two. York
gets up a shot in the corner and a SICK knee to the face off the middle
rope to put the champ down.



They tussle back and forth until Van Dam hits a springboard kick from the
middle rope for two. York gets two off a surprise rollup but gets kicked
in the face again. The Five Star misses and another rollup gets two. Rob
puts him on the top rope for a jumping kick to the face followed by the
Five Star for the pin at 5:33.

Rating: C-. Not much here other than an odd booking choice. What did this
accomplish exactly? York looks tough but at the end of the day he comes
out as a loser and Rob won a match he was supposed to win. It wasn’t bad
or anything but it doesn’t help either guy and it makes King look less
important than he should. I don’t get this one.

Van Dam applauds York post match.

Park thanks the well wishers for their well wishes and is ready for his
match tonight. He doesn’t mean to K-Fab us (“That’s an insider term JB. I
don’t expect you to know what it means.”) but he’s going to use his OVW
training to beat D-Von tonight.

We get a compilation of Park’s training videos from OVW. Danny Davis
continues to crack me up with lines like “Do you know why it hurt?
BECAUSE YOU’RE STUPID!”.

D-Von vs. Joseph Park

Non-title here. The fans are all behind Joseph of course…and then they
split into dueling chants because the Impact Zone is annoying. D-Von
yells at Park for messing up basic stuff and then goes behind Joe to mess
with his hair. In something I never thought I would say, D-Von uses chain
wrestling to take over and takes Park down to embarrass him. D-Von gets
down in an amateur position but Park does some of the same chain stuff
that D-Von did earlier and slaps D-Von in the back of the head. Funny
stuff.

After D-Von rants on the floor for a bit, he charges into a hip toss, an
armdrag and a one armed slam. D-Von knocks him to the floor in
retaliation and rams Park into the steps. Back in and the buckle gets
ripped off as Park is in trouble. Park blocks a shot into the buckle and
pounds away, only to walk into a jumping back elbow. A clothesline puts



D-Von down and Park hooks a double leg takedown and pounds away before
going to the corner. Oh this isn’t going to end well.

Joseph goes to the second rope and hits a splash for two but D-Von sends
him into the exposed buckle. It busts Park open and it’s Abyss time. A
Black Hole Slam out of nowhere puts D-Von down and he loads up a
chokeslam before snapping back into reality. D-Von grabs a rollup with a
handful of tights for the pin at 11:40.

Rating: C+. The character is still funny, but they’ve been doing this
same thing for months now and while the wrestling training is a step in
the right direction, they need to something substantial with him before
the charm wears off. It’s clear they’re building to a huge Abyss return,
but I’m not sure when it’s actually going to happen. Fun stuff here
though.

D-Von blasts Park with the belt post match.

Austin Aries says he’ll win.

Knockouts Gauntlet Match

Winner gets a title shot at some point in the future. We start with Gail
Kim vs. Tessmacher and they trade rollups to start. Tessmacher can’t hit
her Stinkface and Kim clotheslines her down for two. Gail goes up but
gets crotched, allowing Tessmacher to hit an X-Factor out of the corner
for two. That means nothing though as Gail makes her Eat Defeat for the
first elimination.

Next in is ODB who stops a charging Gail on the ramp. Back in and Kim
gets spanked because that’s what happens in women’s wrestling. A splash
crushes Gail and there’s a bronco buster to hammer in the point. They
trade rollups and Gail avoids having her face rammed into ODB’s crotch
before rolling her up with tights for the pin.

Mickie James is in next and she takes Gail down quickly, only to get
caught by a running shoulder in the corner. A neckbreaker puts Gail down
as do an enziguri and a flapjack. We head to the floor for a headscissors
from James before heading inside where Gail molests the referee. A rollup



on Mickie with another handful of tights gets another pin.

Velvet Sky is the last chick in this so she can beat a weakened Gail
which is supposed to make us care I guess. I can live with Velvet in a
catsuit though. Gail sends her into the barricade but poses on the ropes
instead of covering. A cradle gets two for Gail but she gets caught
holding the ropes. Sky hits her sitout Pedigree for the pin at 12:00.
Gail had her foot under the ropes so I’m sure a triple threat is coming.

Rating: D. I can’t stand gauntlet matches for one reason: they’re nothing
but a collection of short matches that don’t have time to develop at all
and usually result in a bunch of stupid finishes. On top of that, this
was your usual worthless female wrestling with stupid moves that are
supposed to be sexy but come off looking completely stupid. I’m sure a
triple threat match is coming because that’s how wrestling works.

Daniels and Kaz make fun of James Storm and drink an appletini. Storm
apparently has permission to worship them now.

James Storm vs. Christopher Daniels

The winner gets a title shot at the 1/24 Impact. Kazarian apparently has
an official manager’s license and gets to stay at ringside. Storm takes
him down to the mat with a headlock for a good while before Daniels is
sent to the outside. Storm immediately follows and pounds away before
sending him back inside to pound away some more. Kaz interferes as you
would expect him to, allowing Daniels to drop Storm’s arm across the
ropes to take over.

The arm gets sent into the buckle and Daniels gyrates his pelvis a bit.
Daniels pounds away on the arm but Storm punches back with his good arm.
More cranking on the arm slows James right down again and Daniels grabs
an armbar. By that I mean he holds the thing for like two minutes before
Storm fights up and hooks a Russian legsweep. A backdrop puts Daniels
down again and a top rope elbow gets two for the Cowboy.

Closing Time is countered by another shot to the arm but Storm comes back
with the Eye of the Storm for two. The second try at Closing Time
staggers Daniels but the Last Call is countered into the Angel’s Wings



for two. BME misses and Storm pounds away but has to superkick Kaz down,
allowing Daniels to hit I think an STO for the pin at 13:35.

Rating: B-. Decent stuff here but I’m getting annoyed at the rollups with
some kind of cheating for the pin tonight. I’m digging the idea here of
Daniels vs. Hardy as Daniels deserves a title shot given how funny he’s
been lately. On the other hand though, Storm loses AGAIN. Who did he tick
off to deserve this kind of a depush?

We recap the proposal from Impact because you knew we were going to get
to this at some point tonight.

Here are Bully and Brooke, even though it’s 10pm and we’ve got two
matches to go, one of which is an elimination match. Bully says Brooke
looks hot tonight and talks about the guest list for the wedding. He
pulls out his Twitter machine and takes a video of the crowd who is
coming to the wedding. And that’s it. No seriously, that’s it. So glad we
wasted PPV time on this.

We recap Doc vs. Sting, which is the result of a beatdown on Sting from a
few weeks ago.

Sting vs. Doc

Sting fights off an attack in the aisle and beats Doc into the crowd
before the bell as is his custom. We finally get back to the ring for the
bell with Sting taking over. Immediately it heads to the outside with Doc
kicking Sting in the ribs and sending him into the steps. Doc poses so
Sting kicks him in the ribs as we head back inside. A big right hand
drops Sting and it’s chinlock time.

Sting quickly fights up but gets splashed for two. They head to the ropes
and Doc gets caught in them, allowing a Scorpion Death Drop to get two.
The reaction to the kickout is a bit less than optimal I’d assume. Doc
misses a charge into the corner and it’s Stinger Splash and Death Drop
for the pin at 5:52.

Rating: D+. Sting’s matches on PPV tend to be far closer to brawls than
matches but when you’re a legend like he is, you can get away with that I



guess. Aces and 8’s continue to look like jokes but we’re WAY past the
point of that surprising anyone anymore. This was about exactly what I
was expecting to see, which is to say not much.

Post match Ray runs out to save Sting from the bikers who surround the
ring.

Roode says he and Aries are going to work together to eliminate Hardy and
the spotlight can shine where it should.

We recap the world title match. Hardy is against the odds, you can’t
predict triple threats, you know the drill.

TNA World Title: Jeff Hardy vs. Austin Aries vs. Bobby Roode

We get some big match intros and this is an elimination match with Hardy
defending. Feeling out process to start with Hardy taking over. Roode
finally gets a shot in to Jeff’s back and the champ goes down. Hardy
sends both challengers to the floor and hits a shot off the apron to take
Roode down again. Back in and the spinebuster gets two on Hardy and as
the champion goes up, Aries takes his leg out for two.

An elbow to Hardy’s face in the corner gets two as it continues to
basically be a handicap match. Roode crawls back in and Jeff uses him for
some Poetry in Motion on Aries. Jeff loads up a double Swanton but gets
crotched by Roode instead. There’s a superplex to Hardy from Roode but it
only gets two. Aries and Roode try a double team belly to back superplex
but Jeff comes back to take them both out with the Whisper in the Wind.

Roode gets sent to the floor and kicked into the railing by Hardy but
Austin kicks Jeff to the outside as well. Aries accidentally (I think?)
crushes Roode against the barricade with the suicide dive before Hardy
hits the Poetry in Motion to Aries against the barricade. The crowd is
finally waking up here. Jeff loads up the Swanton on Roode but Aries
breaks it up, only to get suplexed from the apron back inside onto Roode.
A splash gets two on Bobby and Aries escapes the Twist.

Hardy tries to stack them up in the corner but walks into a spear from
Roode for two. A discus forearm gets two for Austin and a Vader Bomb gets



the same for Roode. Jeff is getting destroyed here. The running dropkick
in the corner hits Hardy but the brainbuster only gets two. Roode tells
Aries to hit the 450 but Roode shoves Hardy out of the way and gets two
on Aries after the Payoff. Aries gets two on Bobby off another discus
forearm and Roode’s spear is countered into the Last Chancery.

Bobby goes to the eyes to escape and there’s the Crossface to Austin.
Roode counters a charging elbow by putting Aries on the top, only to get
knocked down and caught with a missile dropkick. A running dropkick hits
Roode in the corner but Bobby counters the brainbuster into a rollup.
Aries backslides Roode and Hardy comes in to hold Bobby’s shoulders down
for the first elimination.

So it’s Aries vs. Hardy here but Jeff is spent. The referee says Jeff got
the pin which ticks Aries off. The Twist is countered but Jeff is sent to
the apron and hits the Twist from there. The Swanton hits and Hardy
retains the title at 20:29. Aries vs. Hardy was maybe a minute long at
most.

Rating: B. Aries vs. Hardy was barely in existence and at the end of the
day the elimination stuff wound up meaning nothing, but it allowed for a
good story to start. Hardy surviving in the middle there was kind of
overdone but thankfully he only cashed in on the work of others for the
elimination on Roode which isn’t that over the top. Good main event here
that was better than I expected.

Overall Rating: C. The main event helps this A LOT, as other than that we
just had some ok stuff and a lot of boring stuff. TNA’s major problem at
this point is the weakness of their midcard. The main event is solid but
their midcard is completely uninteresting, mainly because of Aces and
8’s. There’s nothing there and the matches are treated as afterthoughts
instead of a place to build guys up. WAY better show than last month but
still nothing excellent.

Results

Chavo Guerrero/Hernandez b. Matt Morgan/Joey Ryan – Frog Splash to Ryan

Mr. Anderson b. Samoa Joe – Mic Check



Christian York b. Kenny King – Cradle

Rob Van Dam b. Christian York – Five Star Frog Splash

D-Von b. Joseph Park – Rollup

Velvet Sky b. Gail Kim, Mickie James, ODB and Miss Tessmacher – In Yo
Face to Kim

Christopher Daniels b. James Storm – STO

Sting b. Doc – Scorpion Death Drop

Jeff Hardy b. Austin Aries and Bobby Roode – Swanton to Aries

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Genesis 2013 Preview
This  is the last regular PPV for TNA until March and I’m not
wild on the card in the first place.  Let’s get to it. We’ll
start with the title matches.

 

Hardy will keep the title.  It looks like we’re heading for
Aries vs. Hardy at Lockdown so Hardy would need to keep the
belt here.  There’s a chance Aries wins here but I don’t see
it happening.

 

We’ll  say  the  tag  titles  change  and  leave  it  at  that.  
Thinking of these teams more than that makes my head hurt.

 

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/01/12/genesis-2013-preview/


As for the X Title, I can picture King winning the belt but
not York.  Therefore, the question is who wins the match
between the two of them to qualify for the title match?  I’ll
go with King but I don’t have much confidence in it.

 

Doc is in Aces and 8’s so he loses.

 

I’ll go with Storm to win my hopeful pick of the month.  Storm
needs a big win as his push continues to stall and Daniels can
bounce back with ease because of his comedy.

 

D-Von has to beat Park.  I mean…..he HAS TO.

 

As for the Knockouts gauntlet……Velvet.  Makes as much sense as
anyone else.

 

Overall Genesis looks like most other TNA B shows: not much
interesting other than on top of the show while the next
episode  of  Impact  seems  more  important.   The  show  might
surprise  us  and  absolutely  will  be  better  than  Final
Resolution.  It’s impossible to be less interesting than that
nonsense was.  There isn’t much else to say about this and
then we’ll get a few months of build to Lockdown.

 

Thoughts/predictions?


