
Rampage – September 24, 2022
(Grand Slam): See? You Can Do
It.
Rampage
Date: September 24, 2022
Location: Arthur Ashe Stadium, New York City, New York
Commentators:  Excalibur,  Jim  Ross,  Tony  Schiavone,  Chris
Jericho

It’s the biggest Rampage of the year as we are in New York
City for a stacked two house show. The card is headlined by a
battle royal (shocking I know) for the #1 contendership as we
have a title shot to get through before Full Gear. Other than
that, there are a bunch of grudge matches so let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

House Of Black vs. Sting/Darby Allin

No  DQ  and  Sting/Allin  pop  up  behind  the  House  (Brody
King/Buddy Matthews with Julia Hart) during their entrances to
start the fight on the stage. The bell rings and they fight to
the ring with the House taking over without much trouble.
Sting gets surrounded but manages to fight them both off, only
to be driven hard into the corner. A super Code Red gives
Allin two on King but a suicide dive (and a fast one at that)
is cut off by a raised knee.

Sting goes up but gets shoved through a table, with his head
hitting part of another one, because that’s something you want
to see happen. Hart gets back up and handcuffs Sting’s arms
behind his back as we take a break. Back with Allin slipping
out of Dante’s Inferno on the stage and climbing the set,
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which can’t end well. The Coffin Drop off the set takes out a
standing Matthews but King pulls another one out of the air
into the sleeper.

The two of them crash off the stage and through some tables,
leaving Matthews to grab Sting’s bat and go after the still
handcuffed Sting. Matthews sits Sting in a chair, where he
laughs a lot until the lights go out. Normally that would be a
bad thing…..but the GREAT MUTA comes out and slowly makes his
way  to  the  ring,  where  he  dragon  screw  legwhips  Matthews
(still looks great). The mist hits Matthews, which knocks him
into Hart, sending her through a ringside table (or part of it
as that was a nasty landing). Sting breaks the handcuffs and
Death Drops Matthews for the pin at 11:01.

Rating: C+. This was all the Muta appearance and that is not a
bad thing. The rest of the match though, which was pretty much
little more than a bunch of brawling and table spots, was
something that you’ve seen done around here quite a few times.
At least they had a reason to continue to feud, even if it was
for a one off cameo. Now find something else for everyone to
do.

Hook/Action Bronson vs. Jericho Appreciation Society

Bronson raps the team to the ring. Parker kicks Hook in the
face to start but Hook spins out of a hiptoss and gutwrench
suplexes him down. Bronson comes in for the shoulders and
corner  splash  before  handing  it  back  to  Hook.  This  time
doesn’t work as well as the Society takes him into the corner
to stomp away. Hook pretty easily suplexes his way out of
trouble and hands it back to Bronson for a running powerslam
for two on Parker. Everything breaks down and stereo Redrums
finish the Society at 5:07.

Rating: C-. What were you expecting here? Bronson is a big guy
and not a wrestler so they put him in there against a couple
of goofs who are there to do nothing but lose. The match



wasn’t supposed to be anything competitive and it was never
going to be, but at least they kept it short so it didn’t drag
on too long.

Samoa Joe/Wardlow vs. Tony Nese/Josh Woods

Mark Sterling is here with the villains. Wardlow and Woods
slug it out as the other two brawl on the floor. A spinebuster
plants Woods and a Cactus Clothesline sends them both outside.
Joe  hammers  Nese  down  in  the  corner  before  avoiding  his
moonsault. The MuscleBuster finishes Nese at 2:24. Well that
was nothing, but at least Nese got his weekly appearance in.

Post match the beatdown is on for Joe but Wardlow comes in for
the  save  (which  favoring  his  leg  a  bit).  Sterling  jumps
Wardlow with a title belt, earning himself a three movement
Powerbomb Symphony. If Wardlow was hurt, you wouldn’t know it
based on that.

Jungle Boy is ready to move on from Christian Cage.

Jungle Boy vs. Rey Fenix

Fenix rolls at him to start and tries an early Black Fire
Driver, only to get caught with a dropkick. It’s already time
to strike it out until Fenix kicks him to the floor and we
take a break. Back with Jungle Boy hitting a clothesline to
cut off a comeback attempt. A brainbuster gives Jungle Boy two
and there’s the suicide dive to drop Fenix again.

They get back in with Jungle Boy nailing a superkick into the
poisonrana. That’s not enough to even put Fenix down, as he is
right back up with a rolling cutter for a double knockdown.
Jungle Boy gets another fast two before they fight out to the
apron.  Fenix  knocks  him  to  the  floor  but  dives  into  a
superkick  to  put  them  both  down  again.

We take another break and come back with Fenix getting the
better of a slugout and hitting a Gory Bomb swung into a



cutter for two. Jungle Boy pops back up and huts a running
elbow to the back of the head for two, meaning it’s another
double  breather.  Fenix  hits  Two  Amigos  but  the  third  is
countered into a Samoan driver to give Jungle Boy two of his
own. Jungle Boy gets kicked down again, setting up a good frog
splash to give Fenix two more. The springboard spinning kick
to the head in the corner sets up the Black Fire Driver but
Jungle Boy reverses into a small package for the pin at 17:47.

Rating: B. Take two guys who are capable of working this fast
paced and exciting style and let them do their thing for the
better part of twenty minutes. That’s a great way to fire up
the crowd and it worked well here. Jungle Boy gets a win to
boost him back up after losing to Christian Cage at the pay
per view and Fenix is bulletproof so this went rather well.

Respect is shown post match but Christian Cage, with his arm
in a sling, is back. It’s a ruse though as Luchasaurus pops up
behind Jungle Boy and the beatdown is on. Christian blames
Jungle Boy for the arm injury so he’s introducing him to the
right hand of destruction. Christian wishes Jungle Boy’s mom
and sister were here watching this, as Luchasaurus hits a
chokeslam. That’s still a long time before Jungle Boy gets to
Christian again.

We look at the Jericho Appreciation Society’s celebration for
winning the Ring Of Honor World Title. The REAL celebration is
on for Dynamite though, even if Daniel Garcia doesn’t seem
convinced.

Eddie Kingston vs. Sammy Guevara

Tay Melo is here with Guevara, who calls Kingston fat to make
them start fast. They fight around the ring with Kingston
getting the better of it without much trouble. A poke to the
eye  rocks  Sammy  and  they  head  to  the  apron,  where  Sammy
backdrops  him  to  the  floor.  The  kick  to  the  chest  drops
Kingston again and we take a break.



Back with Sammy in trouble until a Melo distraction lets him
hit a running knee to the face. The double springboard cutter
gets two on Kingston but the GTH is broken up with elbows to
the head. The rapid fire chops in the corner rock Sammy again
and there’s a suplex to make it worse. Sammy is right back
with a superkick but Kingston half and half suplexes him. The
spinning backfist sets up a spinning backfist which sets up a
spinning  backfist  which  sets  up  the  Stretch  Plum  to  give
Kingston the win at 7:23.

Rating: C+. This was a match that was set up for a few weeks
now and then they finally paid it off. After all of the drama.
Kingston gets a win back to make up for some of his recent
losses and it isn’t like Guevara losing is going to hurt him.
Perfectly fine match and they gave Kingston the win that he
needed.

Post match Kingston won’t let go so Jerry Lynn comes in to try
reasoning with him. Security pleading with him doesn’t work
either, so the referee reverses the decision to give Sammy the
win. The frustrated Kingston beats up security. Fair enough,
and Kingston won the match definitively in the first place so
this doesn’t really hurt him.

Quick Dynamite recap.

TBS Title: Diamante vs. Jade Cargill

Diamante, with Trina, is challenging and goes right at her to
start. Some chops in the corner set up some left hands and
some rollups give Diamante two. Jade kicks her in the face but
gets kicked down again. A baseball slide sends Cargill outside
but she pulls a dive out of the air. An F5 onto the apron
plants Diamante and Jaded retains the title at 2:34. Of all of
Jade’s dominant wins, this was the most recent. Please find
something interesting for her to do already because this is
getting old.

Post match Trina turns on Diamante, ending their…..five minute



on-screen relationship?

Golden Ticket Battle Royal

Evil Uno, 10, Rush, Jay Lethal, Lance Archer, Penta El Cero
Miedo, Hangman Page, John Silver, Butcher, Isaiah Kassidy,
Marq Quen, Danhausen, Chuck Taylor, Trent Baretta, Brian Cage,
Ari  Daivari,  Matt  Hardy,  Daniel  Garcia,  Jake  Hager,  QT
Marshall, Blade, Kole Carter, Dalton Castle, Dante Martin, Lee
Moriarty

For the World Title shot on October 18. Page gets jumped from
behind during his entrance so we take a break to restore
order. Back with Penta superkicking Daivari out and Danhausen
curses Carter, allowing Trent to throw him out. Marshall gets
cursed and then clotheslined out before Hager is out. Cage
dumps Chuck and knocks Castle off the apron, right onto the
Boys. The Boys offer a distraction so Castle can dump Cage and
Archer knocks out Chuck. There goes Castle, with Garcia and
Moriarty following him out.

We  take  a  break  and  come  back  with  Private  Party  saving
themselves with the Silly String. Then Butcher and Blade jump
them  from  behind  but  Hardy  gets  to  hit  everyone.  Blade,
Private Party and Hardy are all tossed, with Uno and Butcher
following  them.  We’re  down  to  Silver,  Rush,  Page,  Penta,
Archer and Lethal but Rush dumps Silver. Penta kicks Archer
out and we’re down to four.

Lethal gets tossed over the top but Satnam Singh catches him
(Dalton and the Boys did it better). That’s enough for Lethal
to toss Penta but Page tosses him out, leaving us with Rush
vs. Page. They fight to the apron and the Deadeye knocks out
Rush to give Page the win at 13:14.

Rating: C-. This wasn’t the most thrilling battle royal and
Page was one of the only viable options for the win. That
being said, Page vs. Moxley for the title in Cincinnati works
well for me (the fact that I have a ticket to the show is a



detail I assure you) and will be perfectly acceptable as the
big TV main event before we get to the major pay per view
build. Not much of a battle royal here though as AEW continues
to run these far too often.

Ricky Starks and Powerhouse Hobbs are ready to fight.

Ricky Starks vs. Powerhouse Hobbs

Lights Out, meaning anything goes. Starks gets a special video
entrance about how absolute he really is. Starks goes right at
him to start and hammers away, sending Hobbs bailing out to
the floor. A clothesline drops Hobbs again and Starks sends
him into the steps. Back in and Hobbs hits White Noise onto a
knee to take over, meaning it’s already time for a table.
Instead of setting it up, Hobbs just throws it at him before
tossing in some chairs.

We take a break and come back with Starks hitting a DDT for
two but Hobbs hits him low (Jericho freaking out about how
unfair that was is good for a laugh). Hobbs sets up two chairs
but Starks kicks him low to break it up. Starks turns the
chairs  back  to  back  but  gets  backdropped  onto  the  edges,
because that’s a spot we need in wrestling.

A running powerslam onto the chairs gets two on Starks and
they fight up the ramp. Starks misses a charge into the set so
Hobbs breaks off a piece of the set. That takes too long
though and they fight back to the ring, where Starks hits him
in the face with the set pipe. Roshambo onto the chairs (at
least Hobbs’ feet touched them) finishes Hobbs at 11:47.

Rating: B. This was a fight and Starks won in the end to
avenge the All Out loss. That’s how this should have gone and
they did a very nice job of making Starks feel like a star
again. Other than that, this was all about violence and they
did that well enough to make it work for a main event.

Overall Rating: B. The good was good and the bad (minus the



battle  royal)  was  short,  making  this  one  of  the  better
Rampages in a long time. This felt like a Dynamite as they had
a lot going on and it felt important. I have no reason to
believe that AEW will do it again for Rampage going forward,
but I’ll take it for a one off. The crowd was clearly getting
tired in the end, but even a tired AEW crowd is better than
most fans elsewhere.

Results
Sting/Darby Allin b. House Of Black – Scorpion Death Drop to
Matthews
Hook/Action Bronson b. Jericho Appreciation Society – Stereo
Redrums
Samoa Joe/Wardlow b. Tony Nese/Josh Woods – MuscleBuster to
Nese
Jungle Boy b. Rey Fenix – Small package
Sammy Guevara b. Eddie Kingston via reversed decision
Jade Cargill b. Diamante – Jaded
Hangman  Page  won  the  Golden  Ticket  Battle  Royal  last
eliminating  Rush
Ricky Starks b. Powerhouse Hobbs – Roshambo onto chairs

 

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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wrestling headline needs.
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Dynamite – September 7, 2022:
And Now What?
Dynamite
Date: September 7, 2022
Location: KeyBank Center, Buffalo, New York
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

And then, everything changed again. AEW World Champion CM Punk
and AEW Trios Champions Kenny Omega/the Young Bucks got in a
hue bar fight and the question now is what happens to the
titles. Odds are this is going to be a huge night of change,
which is not what you want after a major pay per view. Let’s
get to it.

Here is All Out if you need a recap.

We open with a look at MJF returning as the Joker and winning
the Casino Ladder Match, with help from Stokely Hathaway and
company.

AEW President Tony Khan joins us (in a VERY rare appearance)
to announce that the Trios and World Titles are both vacated.
The Trios Titles will be crowned tonight as Death Triangle
meets the Best Friends. The World Title will be crowned in a
tournament, with the finals at Grand Slam on September 21.

Here are the brackets:

Chris Jericho
Bye

Hangman Page
Brian Danielson
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Sammy Guevara
Darby Allin

Jon Moxley
Bye

The Trios Titles are fine but yes, it’s ANOTHER TOURNAMENT and
apparently based on past accomplishments. One would think this
would be about the #1 and #2 ranked contenders fighting for
the title, but that would imply that the rankings had any
meaning in AEW. What matters here is that the tournament is
going to be over in just two weeks on a grand stage, but I
really could have gone with another way to get there instead
of AEW’s favorite way of crowning a champion.

Here is MJF, in a Buffalo Bills jersey, to hype up the crowd.
He asks how happy people are to see him and says yeah he meant
most of what he said last time he was on Dynamite. The fans
get an apology for calling them stupid marks and yes that
honey in the front row can hit him up after the show. The
World Title has been vacated so the Tournament Of Champions is
coming to crown a new World Champion.

There is one person who deserves to be champion but he is
willing to work smart instead of hard. What we need right now
is a leader and he tells the story of Moses, but MJF is better
than  Moses.  Cue  Jon  Moxley  to  interrupt  and  after  his
Undertaker length entrance, he gets in the ring to say MJF is
full of it. MJF turns on the crowd (Tony: “He’s back.”) and
sticks it to the Buffalo fans. He talks about how the only
Khan worth anything in wrestling is Jolly Old St. Nick but as
his all time favorite wrestler, the Game, said, MJF being the
World Champion is best for business.

Moxley says MJF needs to be out of the ring right now but MJF
takes his shirt off. After that takes some time, MJF bails
anyway. Moxley: “Your music sucks.” Anyway, Moxley says that
he wants the title back and it is time for someone to take the



shot. He needs to be the best and he is taking the shot
because it is time to be a legend. You could feel the emotion
here, but the better part is that MJF is back.

Trios Titles: Best Friends vs. Death Triangle

For the vacant titles and Danhausen and Alex Abrahantes are
here too. Pac and Orange Cassidy start things off but Pac
isn’t down for that. Instead Penta comes in for the pose off
until Cassidy snaps off a headscissors. Everything breaks down
and Death Triangle is sent outside for the big flip dive.

We take a break and come back with Cassidy in trouble but they
head outside for Danhausen vs. Abrahantes. Cursing ensues so
Danhausen tries the same on Pac, earning himself a shot to the
face. Back in and the hot tag brings in Pac to clean house but
Trent gets in a shot of his own to take over. Soul Food into
the half nelson suplex drops Fenix and we get the Big Hug.

Back up and Fenix fires off the kicks but Death Triangle has
to superkick him out of the Crunchie. The Orange Punch knocks
Penta into the Crunchie for two with Pac making a save. An
assisted Canadian Destroyer drops Trent and the spike Fear
Factor hits Taylor. Instead of covering, Pac dives onto the
other two, leaving Pac to hit the Black Arrow for the pin and
the titles at 11:59.

Rating: B. This was about as good of a choice as they could
have made as Death Triangle might be the most established trio
in all of AEW. Let them have the titles and do their wacky
stuff, which should be more interesting than whatever Elite
melodrama we were supposed to get. The Best Friends were doing
their serious version here and the whole thing worked well, as
it was all about getting some new champions crowned.

Dark Order gets interrupted by Jose the Assistant, who has
been sent by Andrade El Idolo to hire 10. John Silver isn’t
having  that  Andrade  and  Rush  come  up,  with  10  seeming
interested.



We recap the Interim Women’s Title match, with Britt Baker
costing Jamie Hayter the title.

Hayter won’t talk to Baker.

Toni Storm vs. Penelope Ford

Non-title. Ford, with Kip Sabian in her corner, takes Storm
down with a headscissors to start but gets knocked into the
corner. The running hip attack misses and Ford bails to the
floor, where she sends Storm into the steps and we take a
break.  Back  with  Storm  knocking  her  into  the  corner  and
hitting the hip attack. The jumping DDT finishes Ford at 5:53.
Not enough shown to rate but it was just below a squash for
Storm.

Matt  Menard  and  Angelo  Parker  yell  about  Action  Bronson
interfering after Hook beat Parker.

Bronson says he’ll be at Grand Slam.

Here is the Acclaimed but Swerve Strickland cuts them off and
says  he  has  a  joke  for  them:  Acclaimed  as  AEW  Tag  Team
Champions!  Billy  Gunn  cuts  them  off  and  says  this  isn’t
Swerve’s house anymore. Anthony Bowens says the rematch is in
two weeks in New York City and they’re taking home the gold
because everyone loves the Acclaimed. They have to change the
titles there right?

Chris Jericho talks about finding the Fountain of Youth and
drinking it in man. After beating Bryan Danielson, he is the
greatest  wrestler  in  history.  This  is  his  company  and
championship and no one is taking that away from him EVER. As
for this Friday, Sammy Guevara is ready to beat Darby Allin
and Daniel Garcia is winning the Ring Of Honor Pure Title
tonight.  Sammy  didn’t  hear  him  because  he  was  admiring
Jericho’s abs.

TNT Title: Wardlow vs. Tony Nese



Nese,  with  Mark  Sterling,  is  challenging.  A  headbutt  and
lariat sets up the three movement Powerbomb Symphony to retain
the title at 1:30. That was such a squash that it made up for
Wardlow’s music not playing, Wardlow saying “where’s my music”
and his old theme playing before the match by mistake.

Post match Wardlow loads up a powerbomb on Sterling but Josh
Woods makes the save. Wardlow says he is tired of hearing that
he is being misused and this is still WARDLOW’S WORLD!

Video on Darby Allin vs. Sammy Guevara, with Darby talking
about how they have been competing since AEW started. He’ll
throw in a bonus: no Sting when they fight on Rampage.

Tournament  Of  Champions  First  Round:  Bryan  Danielson  vs.
Hangman Page

William Regal is on commentary. Feeling out process to start
with Danielson grabbing a headlock to no avail. A chop sends
Danielson outside but he is right back in for a takedown into
a double knee stomp. Danielson kicks away in the corner but
gets sent outside. That doesn’t go well for Page, who is sent
shoulder first into the post and we take a break.

Back with Danielson chopping away even more but getting caught
in the fall away slam to the floor. Danielson gets back in and
walks into a Death Valley Driver for two but Danielson takes
him back down for two of his own. Page gets sent to the apron
and we take a break. Back with Page hitting a sitout powerbomb
for two but Danielson ties him in the Tree of Woe for some
kicks to the chest. A belly to back superplex is broken up so
Page hits a discus lariat for two.

Danielson is able to pull him into the LeBell Lock but Page
slips out again. Back up and Danielson takes him down by the
arm  for  another  LeBell  Lock,  which  is  escaped  as  well.
Danielson charges into the Deadeye for a very close two but
Page misses a moonsault. Danielson’s running knee connects to
send Page outside, where his suicide dive is countered into a



powerbomb  onto  the  apron.  Page  hits  the  moonsault  to  the
floor, but the Buckshot Lariat is countered into a bridging
O’Connor Roll for the pin at 22:50.

Rating: A-. Yeah of course this was great as Danielson can do
no wrong while Page is able to have a very good match with a
lot of people. This was a great way for Danielson to come back
as it isn’t like Page was going to lose much in a match like
this one. They had a long wrestling match here and it was very
well put together, which shouldn’t be a shock at all.

Jungle  Boy  is  ready  to  take  out  Christian  Cage.  As  for
Luchasaurus, it was appropriate that Luchasaurus carried him
to the ring for so many years, because Jungle Boy carried his
entire career. At All Out, it felt like an anchor was taken
off of him and he has never been happier.

Stokely Hathaway and company come out for a chat but he is
told they are out of time. Hathaway grabs the production guy
by the throat, demands respect, and then drops him with a mic
shot. Hathaway’s guys beat the production guy down.

Claudio Castagnoli and Dax Harwood are ready for their Ring Of
Honor World Title match on Rampage.

Here’s what’s coming at various shows.

Ring Of Honor Pure Title: Daniel Garcia vs. Wheeler Yuta

Garcia is challenging and gets rapped to the ring. Feeling out
process to start and they fight over a lockup before falling
outside. We take a break and come back with Garcia coming up
for an exchange of chops, with Yuta hitting a snap suplex.
Garcia snaps off some suplexes and a running shot to the face
gets two.

Back up and Yuta grabs some rolling German suplexes, only to
have Garcia come back with his own. Then they trade German
suplexes  until  Garcia  hits  a  middle  rope  release  German



superplex, with Yuta landing on the back of his head (yow) as
we take a break. Back with Garcia winning a slap off and
putting on the Dragonslayer. With that broken up, Garcia does
it again and bends back to make Yuta tap at 16:00.

Rating: B. These matches are still a good concept, though they
feel out of place on such a high energy show as Dynamite.
Garcia had to win here after everything he has done, though
now we get to continue the wrestler vs. sports entertainer
deal with him. Very technical match, though I’m not sure how
well it served as a main event.

Post match Bryan Danielson comes out as the Code Of Honor is
adhered to (they shake hands). Danielson then puts the title
around Garcia’s waist as an aghast Chris Jericho comes out to
end the show.

Overall Rating: A-. This show told me a few things. First of
all, AEW has WAY too many stars on its roster if four big
names can be dropped and you don’t really notice because there
is still so much talent around. Second, having a show focusing
on wrestling is always going to work and that is what they did
here. There were three good matches with one near classic in
the middle. This was an awesome two hours of TV, which flew
by, and had some excellent wrestling included. Great show, and
hopefully the end of so much AEW drama.

Results
Death Triangle b. Best Friends – Black Arrow to Taylor
Toni Storm b. Penelope Ford – Jumping DDT
Wardlow b. Tony Nese – Powerbomb Symphony
Bryan Danielson b. Hangman Page – O’Connor roll
Daniel Garcia b. Wheeler Yuta – Dragonslayer
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