Dark Elevation - September
13, 2021: Rapid Fire Firing
Rapidly

Dark: Elevation

Date: September 13, 2021

Location: Fifth Third Arena, Cincinnati, Ohio
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Paul Wight, Eddie Kingston

This is the other Dark show and since I was in the arena for
the show, I might as well take a one off look. I’'ve never
actually seen Dark: Elevation, but the fact that it is only
about forty minutes long as opposed to the occasional two plus
hours of Dark is a good sign. Now just give us a good show to
go with it. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Emi Sakura vs. Queen Aminata

Both of them are in royal outfits because AEW needs to put the
two of them into one match. Sakura brings Aminata down to the
mat without much effort and there’s a hair takedown to make it
worse. The surfboard keeps Aminata in trouble but she’s back
with a headscissors to pull Sakura face first into the back of
the tights. The running hip attack connects in the corner but
Sakura is back with a Downward Spiral. A butterfly backbreaker
sets up a twisting Vader Bomb for the pin on Aminata at 3:48.

Rating: C-. That's probably going to be one of the longer
matches on this show, which is kind of a nice thing to have.
Aminata seems to have some skills to go with the Queen deal
but I'm not sure how far she is going to go when she isn’t
even the most successful royalty in the match. Sakura is still
fine, though she has never done much for me so far.
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Frankie Kazarian vs. Ren Jones

Kazarian works on the arm and then grabs a headlock, which he
flips back into the top wristlock. Jones gets up an elbow in
the corner and loads up a powerbomb, only to drop Kazarian
down into a right hand. Not that it matters as Kazarian hits
some running knees to the back in the corner, setting up a
chickenwing for the tap at 2:59.

Penelope Ford vs. Layna Lennox

Bunny is here with Ford, who forearms away to start. A Samoan
drop is countered into a Russian legsweep to give Lennox two
but Ford sends her outside for a beating from Bunny. Some
slingshot knees to the back set up the Muta Lock to make
Lennox tap at 2:24. Effective squash.

Butcher and the Blade vs. Turbo Floyd/Truth Magnum

This is Butcher and Blade’s (with Bunny) first time teaming
together in months. Butcher pounds Magnum down to start and
sends him into the corner. Blade comes in for a hard lariat
and the powerbomb/neckbreaker combination is good for the pin
at 1:17. So Butcher and Blade are back in the already very
heavy tag division. Butcher looks like he’s near tears about
being back.

Jade Cargill vs. Shawna Reed

Big boot, shoulder, fall away slam, Jaded for the pin on Reed
at 1:02.

Tay Conti/Anna Jay vs. Ella Shae/Jaylee

Conti flips Shae around to start and a facebuster makes it
worse. Jay comes in to kick Jaylee down and hits a running
seated Blockbuster. Jaylee manages to take Conti down for all
of two seconds before she gets kicked in the face. Everything
breaks down and it’s a double Downward Spiral into a TayKO
into the Queenslayer to finish Jaylee at 2:53. This is another



team that 1is back.

Daniel Garcia vs. Lee Moriarty

Garcia has 2.0 with him and Moriarty is one of the best indy
guys around today. They go straight to the mat for the
technical off into a standoff. Back up and Moriarty ducks a
clothesline and rolls over into a backslide for two. Garcia
drops him hard with a chop and it’s time to start on
Moriarty’s arm. We’ll switch that up to a shot to the leg,
including a Bret Hart style snap back.

Another chop gives Garcia another two but Moriarty is back up
with a cradle for the same. The Pepsi Twist gets two more but
Garcia pulls him down into the Crossface. That's broken up so
Garcia tries a failed Sharpshooter attempt. Moriarty is back
with a double stomp to the chest but hurts his knee in the
process. Garcia grabs the leg and puts on the Sharpshooter,
which he cranks back for the tap at 6:10.

Rating: B-. I remember saying earlier in the year that
Moriarty was going to get a chance on the big stage sooner
rather than later and it is nice to see him doing just that.
He is incredibly smooth in the ring and can do just about
anything, which makes him a heck of a lot of fun to watch.
Good stuff here, and absolutely the match of the night by a
few laps.

Skye Blue vs. Nyla Rose

Vickie Guerrero handles Rose’s entrance. Blue ducks a forearm
in the corner and Rose gives her a bit of a look. A kick to
the head staggers Rose but she is back with a side slam. Rose
hits a lifting powerbomb but Blue is back with a running
hurricanrana. Blue gets in a high crossbody for two but her
hurricanrana is countered into the Beast Bomb for the pin at
3:30.

Rating: C. Not too bad here with Blue getting in the plucky



underdog offense until Rose caught her in the end. That'’s how
a match like this should go and Blue continues to look good in
her defeats. Rose is always going to be a monster and it makes
sense to have something like this to wrap up the show.

Overall Rating: C. This is my first time watching Elevation
and while it was cool for a little variety, I really don’t see
the need for it to be an eight match show. With so many of the
matches being ones that don’t even break three minutes,
nothing has the chance to stand out. Outside of Garcia vs.
Moriarty, there isn’t much to be said here, though that was a
heck of a match. When I was watching live, I kept waiting on
the show to wrap up because I was getting tired of seeing
people coming out for matches. It’s fun, but cut this down or
make the matches longer, because this format gets tiring in a
hurry.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your

wrestling headline needs.

Rampage — September 10, 2021:
It’s Just What I’'ve Always
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Wanted

Rampage
Date: September 10, 2021

Location: Fifth Third Arena, Cincinnati, Ohio
Commentators: Jim Ross, Mark Henry, Taz, Tony Schiavone

The biggest week in AEW history wraps up here with a pay per
view quality match. This week’s feature match will see Pac vs.
Andrade El Idolo in a match that was supposed to take place at
All Out. Instead it is happening here, along with hometown boy
Brian Pillman Jr. facing the rather rude Max Caster. Let’s get
to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

I was in the arena for this show, sitting in the lower section
looking straight at the entrance.

Opening sequence.

Pac vs. Andrade El Idolo

Chavo Guerrero is here with Idolo. They stare each other down
to start before going at it in a hurry. Andrade catches him
with a basement dropkick and we hit the Tranquilo pose. Some
kicks in the ribs just wake Pac up and he hurricanranas
Andrade outside for the big running flip dive. Pac whips him
hard into the barricade and we hit the chinlock back inside.
Andrade snaps off a running boot to the face and a hanging DDT
onto the apron sends Pac hard to the floor.

That means Andrade can hit his own big dive but it’s only good
for one back inside. Pac gets up top but gets caught on the
ropes, setting up the Alberto double stomp (which looked
horribly violent) to put them both down on the floor as we
take a break. Back with Andrade hitting a top rope split
legged moonsault for two. With that not working, Pac is taken
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to the top but manages a super hurricanrana to bring Andrade
right back down.

The running boot in the face rocks Andrade again to put him on
the apron. Pac can’t hit a running sunset bomb to the floor so
it's a superkick to stagger Andrade instead. A huge moonsault
to the floor has Andrade down again, though Pac might have hit
his head on the barricade. Back in and a 450 connects for Pac
but the Black Arrow is broken up. A running Pele kick rocks
Pac again but he drives Andrade into the corner to block the
hammerlock DDT.

Andrade charges into an overhead belly to belly into the
corner but he catches Pac in the fireman’s carry. That's
countered into a crucifix bomb into the Brutalizer, which
draws Andrade’s translator onto the apron with a stun gun to
distract Pac. The Lucha Bros run out to take care of him but
Chavo gets in a cheap shot to knock Pac silly. Andrade steals
the pin at 15:42.

Rating: B. Sometimes you need to just let people beat each
other up really well for awhile. That’s what we got here, as
these two had a physical, hard hitting match. It was
entertaining and I wanted to see it go to a better ending, but
Pac looked like his usual self and Andrade felt like a star
for the first time around here. Good stuff and I would have
loved to see what they could have done on pay per view.

Post match Chavo and Andrade go to leave but Andrade turns on
Chavo and slams his head into the ramp. With Andrade gone, the
Lucha Bros superkick Chavo so Pac can grab the Brutalizer.
Referees come down and finally break it up so Death Triangle
can pose. Andrade might need a new manager now. Say one who
managed him in Mexico recently?

Here are Darby Allin and Sting to answer Tully Blanchard’s
challenge from Dynamite. Allin calls Shawn Spears a generic
piece of s*** who has ridden Blanchard’s coattails. After a



loud...whatever you call Sting’s scream, Sting calls out
Blanchard for riding Ric Flair and Arn Anderson’s coattails
for years. We can do it right now, so here is Tully to talk
about the numbers game. Sting is distracted and doesn’t notice
Spears running in to plant Allin with the C4 on the floor. No
matter how old he is, Sting will never escape being an
imbecile.

Adam Cole talks about what it means to be in the Elite because
they are the best. Fans respect Bryan Danielson and Christian
Cage because their body of work is so special. Cole isn’t even
in his prime yet and he would mop the floor with Bryan
Danielson.

Bryan Danielson says that the Elite feels and looks insecure
and he is going after one specific member of the team. He
would love to face Kenny Omega in his first match but if he
isn’t stepping up, someone else will. Everyone is hungry
around here so let’s go.

Britt Baker/Rebel/Jamie Hayter vs. Riho/Kris Statlander/Ruby
Soho

Riho takes Baker down to start so it’s time to rethink things.
Statlander comes in to muscle Baker over with a powerslam and
picks Riho up to kick Rebel in the chest for a funny spot.
Tony: “What do you call that Excalibur?” Taz: “Well he’s not
here.” Hayter comes in but Rebel hits a cheap shot from the
apron as we take a break.

Back with Riho fighting out of a chinlock so Hayter goes over
to knock Statlander off the apron. She doesn’t knock Soho down
though, meaning Riho can kick Hayter away and make the tag. A
running kick to the face rocks Hayter and an STO gets two.
Everything breaks down and Statlander rolls Rebel up until
Baker breaks it up for the save. Statlander is back up with a
twisting Falcon Arrow to Baker, with Riho getting on
Statlander’s shoulders. Riho covers Baker up so Riho double



stomps her instead. Soho comes back in for the former Riott
Kick and the pin on Rebel at 9:27.

Rating: C. This was a way to get Soho some more air time and
there 1is nothing wrong with that. AEW knows they have
something with her and putting her in a six woman tag 1is a
good way to have her out there without hurting anyone. Rebel
is there to take losses for Baker so this went as well as it
could have. Maybe not an all time classic, but it did what it
was designed to do.

We get the face to face interview between Max Caster and Brian
Pillman Jr. Caster is sick of Pillman having so many fake
friends but they won’t be here tonight. Anthony Bowens says
Caster is going to beat up Pillman’s Saved By The Bell reunion
looking face. Pillman is going to prove if Caster can back up
his talk because they’re in Cincinnati and Pillman is coming
at him 100mph. Pillman hasn’t inherited his dad’s speaking
abilities.

Max Caster vs. Brian Pillman Jr.

Caster’s rap insults Cincinnati, but Bowens grabs the mic
before he can say what a bowl of Skyline Chili looks like.
Bowens: “YOU'RE ON THIN ICE!” Pillman takes him down and rains
down right hands to start. Caster 1is sent outside for the
dropkick through the ropes but Bowens breaks up Air Pillman
back inside. That’s enough for Caster to get in some right
hands in the corner and a knee drop gets two.

Caster sends him outside so Bowens can get in some stomping,
followed by Caster’s dropkick to the back for two. The
chinlock doesn’t last long as Pillman makes the comeback and
pounds away with the right hands in the corner. Bowens'’
interference lets Caster score with a right hand on top but
Pillman shoves him away. A dive takes Bowens out so Caster can
get in a shot of his own. The Mic Drop misses though and Air
Pillman finishes Caster at 6:41.



Rating: C. This was 100% for the live audience and there is
nothing wrong with that. Pillman was over huge in his hometown
and it was great to see him get a win over someone who isn’t
going to be hurt by the loss. That’s how something like this
should go and AEW made it work out very well. Not a great
match, but a nice moment.

Post match Bowens comes in to jump Pillman and the double team
is on. Cue fellow Cincinnati native Jon Moxley for the save
and thoroughly please the live crowd to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. Now this is what I wanted to see from
Rampage. They had a featured match and then some more showcase
matches. The opener was excellent and then the other two
matches did their jobs well enough. What mattered here was
allowing some people to get some extra time without the
breakneck pace of Dynamite and it was rather fun for a change.

Results

Andrade b. Pac — Pin after Chavo Guerrero interfered

Ruby Soho/Riho/Kris Statlander b. Britt Baker/Rebel/Jamie
Hayter — Riott Kick to Rebel

Brian Pillman Jr. b. Max Caster — Air Pillman

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/

Dynamite — September 8, 2021:
A Different Perspective

Dynamite
Date: September 8, 2021

Location: Fifth Third Arena, Cincinnati, Ohio
Commentators: Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone, Taz

We're in for a special one this week as it is the All Out
fallout show, which will feature a bunch of wrestlers making
their Dynamite debuts, or at least making a special
appearance. The next major show is Grand Slam in two weeks and
that is going to require some building up. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Note that I was in the arena for this show, sitting in the
lower section, directly opposite the entrance ramp.

Opening sequence.
All OQut recap video. Dang that was a show.

Dustin Rhodes vs. Malakai Black

Dustin is fighting for his family/multiple stable mates who
have been taken out by Black. They start fast with Dustin
hammering him into the corner and snapping off a German suplex
out of said corner. Dustin takes it to the floor and keeps
pounding but Black drops him hard through a table to put him
in trouble. The referee goes to check on him so Black takes
off a turnbuckle pad. Back in and Black knees him in the ribs
before grabbing a chinlock, which looked like it was supposed
to be something else. Black switches over to a kneebar but
Dustin gets over to the rope without much effort.
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Back up and Black kicks the knee out for two but Dustin fights
back up with right hands. The scoop powerslam...seems to be
mistimed, as Black holds the rope but Dustin snaps over
anyway. Another attempt works better, even if Black 1is back up
at two. Dustin hammers away in the corner but Black kicks the
knee out again.

With Dustin down, it’'s time to go outside and grab Cody
Rhodes’ boot. Dustin gets up, blocks the Black Mass, and
strikes away. The Canadian Destroyer out of the corner rocks
Black for two and we hit the YOU STILL GOT IT chants. Black
slips out of a suplex though and kicks the leg out, sending
Dustin into the exposed buckle. Black Mass (to the arm)
finishes Dustin at 9:56.

Rating: B-. They told a story here, as Dustin was in over his
head but kept right on fighting because he 1is out to defend
his family’s honor. That’s the kind of thing that Dustin would
do no matter what and he was trying his hardest here. There
were a few messy spots here and there, but Black continues his
dominance on the road to the big rematch with Cody Rhodes.

The Lucha Bros are happy to FINALLY be the Tag Team Champions
and it took a lot of blood to get here. If anyone is willing
to suffer, come try and get them.

Eddie Kingston talks about Miro cheating to beat him and knows
that despite what Miro said, God doesn’t play favorites.

Miro says he 1is going to offer Kingston’s broken bones to his
wife and his soul to God.

Here is CM Punk to a crazy ovation for a chat. Punk thanks the
fans for being there and has been asked if he can still do
this. It feels like being on a violent bicycle, but a YOU
STILL GOT IT chant cuts it off. Punk says we also have Minoru
Suzuki vs. Jon Moxley in a main event that he is going to be
watching as a wrestling fan. Hold on though as Punk needs to
say that Aunt Linda (who raised Brian Pillman Jr. and in the



front row) really is an angel.

As for All Out, we saw the debuts of Ruby Soho, Adam Cole and
Bryan Danielson, the latter of whom has the fans’ attention.
After ALl Out, Punk texted his wife April, who asked what was
next. Maybe Punk should leave it up to the fans to decide what
he does next. The chants are on, and the fans suggest Moxley
and Pillman but Taz of all people interrupts from commentary.
Punk: “Out of respect, I'lLl let you speak but don't ever
interrupt me again.”

Taz is tired of this Punk love fest and doesn’t want to hear
Punk about Team Taz ever again. Cue Hook and Powerhouse Hobbs
as Taz says Punk has been bringing up the team in interviews
and on podcasts. Punk says send Ricky Starks, Hook or Hobbs.
All of them can beat Punk if they can and survive if they he
lets them (Taz’'s ECW catchphrase). Punk goes outside to hug
Aunt Linda and highs a lot of fives. This was a heck of a
segment and Punk is about as comfortable on the mic as anyone
in the world right now.

Santana and Ortiz have beaten FTR and now they want the Tag
Team Titles.

Ruby Soho has issued an open challenge and Jamie Hayter has
accepted. Cue Britt Baker, Rebel and Hayter to say that Soho
will be forgotten after she loses tonight. Soho: “Hello
Brittany.” They have known each other for a long time and Soho
lists off some of Baker’s nicknames, including the “baddest
b**** on the block.” Soho: “This is my block.” Baker says the
only nickname that matters is Women’s World Champion.

Soho is the Runaway, so why doesn’t she run away to catering
like she has been doing for the last four years? The crowd
gasps at that one (it was a loud gasp too) and even Hayter
cringes a bit. Hayter has to get in between them and Baker
promises Hayter will be giving Soho a dose of whoopa**,
courtesy of Dr. Britt Baker, DMD (Tony Schiavone doing the



finger wave at the same time is great). This was awesome too,
as Baker has more confidence than anyone but Soho didn’t back
down at all.

Dante Martin vs. Powerhouse Hobbs

Martin makes the mistake of going straight at Hobbs, who isn’t
having any of that and runs him over. A springboard crossbody
is cut off but Martin flips over Hobbs and kicks him out to
the floor. The suicide dive 1is cut off though (mid-dive) and
Hobbs sends him face first into the post to cut him down
again. There’s a whip into the barricade and then Hobbs does
it again to send us to a break.

Back with Hobbs dropping a knee for two and cranking on
Martin’s neck. Martin fights up and gets to the top for a
missile dropkick. A running flip splash gets two but Hooker 1is
ready to cut off a big dive to the floor. Martin dives over
him anyway and takes Hobbs out but a double springboard misses
back inside. Hobbs 1is right back with a spinebuster for the
pin at 8:24.

Rating: C+. Martin is a heck of a high flier and can make
himself look good no matter what, but I couldn’t quite get to
the next level with this one. The lack of dull action during
the break helped, but it felt like it could have been more
than what it was. That being said, both guys have all kinds of
potential and should be stars around here in the pretty near
future.

Dan Lambert is with the Men of the Year (right above where I
was sitting) and talks about how Tony Khan is signing every
person he can to hide the fact that this company isn’t the
hottest thing in the world. These idiots can be played like a
fiddle and maybe they can be convinced to sing a terrible
song, but there are only two real men in this company. The
three of them will speak with loud voices. If anyone can stop
them, come do it.



We recap Matt Hardy and the Hardy Family Office vs. Orange
Cassidy. Hardy wants to cut Cassidy’s hair.

Cassidy: “Whatever.”

Here is MJF, with Wardlow for an angry chat. MJF talks about
how he beat Chris Jericho on Sunday but the match was
restarted due to bias against him. There is bias against him
because he is better than everyone else and because he hates
being in S***cinati. Oh no. Now people are going to accuse him
of going after CHEAP HEAT because they’re a bunch of marks.

Cincinnati 1is the midwest because everything here is MID.
Skyline Chili? MID! (Psh. Skyline Chili would sell its Sky and
its ili to get close to being “mid”.). The Cincinnati Reds?
MID! Every person who lives here? MID! If anyone hates him,
come jump the guardrail so he can take them out. MJF points
out a woman at ringside and calls her 16 and pregnant so he
goes over to yell at her. It turns out she is the daughter of
Brian Pillman, which MJF says explains her looks.

Cue Brian Pillman Jr. in his dad’s Bengals jersey to say he
heard MJF talking about his family and hometown. Pillman isn’t
from New York, but rather a city that breeds bad***** 1like his
dad and Jon Moxley. WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE! MJF brings up
Pillman’s drug addicted mother “Methanie”, which is enough for
Pillman Jr. to charge the ring but Wardlow cuts him off. There
could have been 500 second generation Pillmans, but Pillman
Jr. was the only one she didn’t swallow. MJF sends Wardlow to
stand in the corner and look pretty, leaving MJF to threaten
to abort Pillman...and the fight is on.

Wardlow pulls Pillman off but he slips by and stomps on MJF
again, with Wardlow taking a bit of time to make the save. A
German suplex drops Pillman so here is Griff Garrison, who 1is
promptly taken out with the Dynamite Diamond. Pillman covers
Garrison up as the villains leave. The fans went NUTS for this
and MJF had as much heat for a promo as I’'ve seen in a very



long time.
Jon Moxley says Minoru Suzuki is dying in the jungle tonight.

Jamie Hayter vs. Ruby Soho

Britt Baker and Rebel are here with Hayter. It's quite the
reaction for Soho as the fans seem rather impressed. Hayter
drives her into the corner to start and runs Soho over with a
shoulder. Back up and Soho cranks on the arm, setting up a
knee to the face. Hayter drops her throat first across the top
though and we take a break.

We come back with Soho charging for what looks like a monkey
flip but getting caught with something like a spinebuster onto
the top, which is countered into a DDT. That was sweet, but
only gets two, so they try a poisonrana but they kind of fall
down instead. The fireman’s carry neckbreaker into a basement
lariat gives Hayter two but Soho is back with whatever we’re
calling the Riott Kick for the pin at 7:38.

Rating: C. Soho felt like a star but this didn’t exactly
click. There were some good spots though (that bounce back
into a DDT was awesome) and you know Soho is going to be
moving up the ranks in a hurry. She has the title shot with
Britt Baker in her back pocket and that’s more than most
people have.

Post match Baker and Rebel run in to beat on Soho until Riho
runs in for the failed save attempt. Kris Statlander makes the
real save and I think you have a six woman tag coming.

Video on Ricky Starks vs. Brian Cage.

FTR/Shawn Spears vs. Dark Order

Earlier today, the Dark Order got in an argument over whether
or not they were fine, with Tay Conti and Anna Jay telling the
guys to figure this out. It’s Evil Uno/Stu Grayson/John Silver
for the Order and egads Silver 1is popular. The rest of the



Order and Tully Blanchard are here as well. Spears shoulders
Silver down to start but Silver does the same and hits the
double bicep. Grayson comes in to take over on Spears and it’s
Uno coming in for a side slam/springboard elbow combination.

As the beating continues, Tony talks about how Tony Khan has
heard CM Punk talking about wanting to face Team Taz members.
Taz: “WHAT ARE YOU? TONY KHAN’S MESSENGER NOW???"” Tony: Yes! I
am!” Taz: “....o0k.” Silver drops Spears for two more but a
jawbreaker gets spears out of trouble.

Harwood comes in to stomp away for two on Silver and even
flips off Uno for trying to make a save. Silver reverses a
suplex into one of his own but Wheeler and Spears knock the
rest of the Order off the apron. Some knees rock Harwood and a
bridging German suplex gets two. Back up and Harwood sends
Silver into Uno to knock him off the apron. The slingshot
suplex (Tully is pleased) sets up the C4 to finish Silver at
4:51.

Rating: C-. There was a lot here but the point was to continue
showcasing the issues between the Dark Order. That is quite
the problem to deal with and I'm not sure how long it is going
to take before we hit the full on split. Hopefully it involves
some of the members fading away or changing themselves in a
big way, as there 1is no need to have most of these people
around.

Post match FTR and Spears leave and the Dark Order finally
explodes. Tay Conti and Anna Jay come out to glare at them but
Conti holds Jay back from going to help. Not shown here, but
the women eventually turned around and stormed off.

Video on Ruby Soho winning the Casino Battle Royal, with a lot
of women getting to talk about how great they were in the
match.

Tully Blanchard talks about how happy he was with his team
demolishing the Dark Order. Then you have people like Sting



and Darby Allin as people from his past and present, so next
week, Blanchard wants Spears vs. Allin for next week. At the
same time, Blanchard and Sting are going to go face to face.
That gets a big gasp.

Sammy Guevara comes out with his signs, which talk about how
great summer has been and gives a plug for his social media.

Griff Garrison is in the trainer’s room getting ice on his
eye. Brian Pillman Jr. 1is here too and wants to get his hands
on MJF at Grand Slam. The Acclaimed comes in with some ice and
flowers with Max Caster saying he has a match with Pillman for
Rampage. That's cool with Pillman, who throws down the
flowers.

Tony Schiavone brings out the Elite (and there are a lot of
them) for a chat. Don Callis thanks the fans for making Kenny
Omega #1 in the PWI 500 (Callis: “Thank you for your votes!
And your money!”) At All Out, the Young Bucks had the greatest
tag match in the history of the world but the titles were
stolen from them. They have a plan to get the titles back, but
they also got their best friend back.

Cue Adam Cole for Storytime, but first of all he gets in
Tony'’s face. Cole: “Now I know that you are really close with
Britt Baker.” The crowd is into this as Cole threatens to kick
him in the face if he even looks at her the wrong way and
throws Tony out. Cole puts over the company as the best in the
world because of the Elite. Anyone who bought a shirt, the pay
per view or a ticket did it because of them.

Cole talks about the Bucks and Omega being the best ever and
you should all be thanking them because now the Elite 1is
complete BAY BAY! You’'ll see it even more when he makes his
in-ring debut next week and you will see how elite he really
is. Kenny Omega thinks that’s a reason for a celebration, but
all of the interruptions at All Out bothered him. Cue Bryan
Danielson so Omega asks if he can have the ring.



Omega invites Danielson in and Danielson asks the fans a quick
question: do you want to see the two of them fight? That’s a
completely non-trademark infringing affirmative so Danielson
confirms that he is better than Omega. That means he’s going
to kick Omega’s head in and prove that he isn’t on Danielson’s
level. Omega lunches and gets pulled into the YES Lock.

The Elite comes in but here are Kazarian, Christian Cage and
the Jurassic Express to clear them out, with Luchasaurus
throwing Marko Stunt onto the pile (and over Christian, who
didn’t seem to know it was coming). Brandon Cutler 1is left
alone in the ring and it’s Danielson’s running knee to knock
him silly. Heck of a Dynamite debut here, though I want to see
Schiavone vs. Cole more than anything else.

Here's what’s coming at various shows.

Minoru Suzuki vs. Jon Moxley

Suzuki’s entrance is cut short and they don’t even get to the
chorus of his song. That being said, the fans getting to hear
Wild Thing for Moxley kind of renders that meaningless. Moxley
takes his time getting to the ring and is clearly thrilled to
be in his hometown. They waste no time in going with the
exchange of forearms and the fans dub it awesome. An exchange
of kicks to the face rocks both of them so Moxley knocks him
into the ropes as we take a break.

Back with Suzuki kicking him in the face but the running kick
to the chest is blocked. They trade bites to the face (this
should not surprise you) and then headbutts, including both of
them hitting a headbutt at the same time. It’s time for
another forearm off until Moxley’s running lariat is blocked.
Another attempt is countered a failed choke attempt so Suzuki
tries the Gotch Style piledriver.

That's countered into the Paradigm Shift as Suzuki is bleeding
from the eye. A lariat gives Moxley two but another lariat
can’'t even knock Suzuki down. Instead he hits a running



dropkick to take Moxley down as that eye is VERY busted.
Moxley drops him with a right hand and grabs the lifting
Paradigm Shift (making it a butterfly suplex) for the pin at
8:08.

Rating: B. They beat on each other for a little while but I
kept waiting to see this get to the next level. It wasn’t
quite the brawl that I was expecting, though Suzuki’s eye
being busted open was certainly a sight. Moxley winning a near
dream match over a legend in his hometown was a great way to
end the show though and it felt special as a result, which was
the right idea.

Moxley celebrates in the crowd (in the section next to me) to
end the show.

Overall Rating: B. I've seen most of these wrestlers in person
before but never at an AEW event. The word you hear about AEW
is “fun” and that is exactly what you got here. It was a very
entertaining two hours and that’s all you could ask for. The
seats were cheap (about $34 each counting fees) and good, the
wrestling was solid and there was star power galore. What else
can you ask for out of something like this? Save for Rampage
and Dark: Elevation of course, but for now we’ll just settle
for a solid Dynamite.

Results

Malakai Black b. Dustin Rhodes — Black Mass
Powerhouse Hobbs b. Dante Martin — Spinebuster

Ruby Soho b. Jamie Hayter — Riott Kick

FTR/Shawn Spears b. Dark Order — C4 to Silver

Jon Moxley b. Minoru Suzuki — Lifting Paradigm Shift



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

New Column: The All Out Four

It was a night of reviews.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/kbs-review-four/

A1l Out 2021: Their Latest
Classic

All Out 2021

Date: September 5, 2021

Location: Now Arena, Chicago, Illinois
Commentators: Jim Ross, Excalibur, Tony Schiavone

We’'re back to the still fairly rare AEW pay per view schedule
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with an absolutely stacked show. There are three major matches
this time around, including CM Punk vs. Darby Allin, Chris
Jericho vs. MJF and Kenny Omega defending the World Title
against Christian Cage. Let’s get to it.

Buy-In: Hardy Family Office vs. 0Orange Cassidy/Wheeler

Yuta/Chuck Taylor/Jurassic Express

Matt Hardy shoves Taylor into the corner because he wants
Orange. He gets Luchasaurus instead so Jack Evans gets a
rather fast tag. Luchasaurus sends Evans flying with a suplex
and it’'s off to Boy to send Evans into the corner. Quen and
Yuta come in, with the former getting two off a running
crossbody.

We get the big sequence of most of the people trying a hold at
the same time to as much avail as you would expect.
Luchasaurus comes back in to throw people around, including a
knee to the face to drop Evans. Private Party and Hardy come
in to take Luchasaurus down but Orange breaks it up with the
slow motion kicks. That earns him a Codebreaker into a
shooting star onto his back, followed by a trip to the floor.
We get a short form parade of dives but Orange heads back
inside for the hands in pockets comeback to drop Private
Party.

Hardy is back in with a Twist of Fate but now it’s Jungle
getting to clean house. Angelico and Luchasaurus put Evans and
Jungle on their respective shoulders for a chicken fight but
here is the Blade to interfere. Marko Stunt dives off of
Luchasaurus’ shoulder to take him out, leaving Jungle to make
Angelico tap with the Snare Trap at 8:34.

Rating: C+. Take a bunch of popular wrestlers, put them in the
ring with a bunch of unpopular wrestlers, have them fly around
a lot and do cool spots to pop the crowd. That’s how you do a
match like this and they made it work well here. This was a
fun, quick spectacle and it wasn’t supposed to be anything



else.
The opening video runs down the big matches.

TNT Title: Miro vs. Eddie Kingston

Miro is defending. Kingston goes for his neck to start but has
to fight out of an early Game Over attempt. That’s enough to
send Miro outside for an early breather as they both feel very
serious. Back in and Kingston snaps off a suplex, earning a
rather loud cheer from the crowd as Miro bails back to the
floor. This time Kingston joins him and gets sent hard into
the barricade to put Kingston in trouble for the first time.

That lasts all of a few seconds as he is back with a kick to
Miro’s face. A dive off the apron is countered into a
powerslam though and Miro, despite holding his neck, gets a
breather. There’s a hard posting to put Kingston down again
and it’s a backbreaker back inside. We hit the chinlock but
Kingston fights back up with the chops. Miro knocks him silly
again but Kingston snaps off a jumping enziguri.

A Saito suplex drops Miro again, allowing Excalibur to rattle
off Kingston’s Japanese influences. Back up and they chop it
out, with Kingston getting the better of things to set up more
Saito suplexes for two. The threat of a spinning backfist
sends Miro outside so Kingston hits the suicide elbow. Back in
and Kingston’s fisherman’s suplex gets two as the fans are all
behind Kingston. Miro pulls him into the corner though and
unloads with forearms to the back.

Kingston accidentally pulls the turnbuckle pad off but Miro
catches him with the jumping kick to the face. Game Over goes
on but Kingston falls forward to make the rope for the break.
That is NOT cool with Miro, who walks into the spinning
backfist into the DDT for a delayed two as the referee was
getting rid of the turnbuckle pad. Some knees connect to Miro
so he goes into the corner, allowing him to sneak in a low
blow. The jumping superkick retains the title at 13:25.



Rating: B. This was two big guys hitting each other hard but
there was a story there too. Kingston set up the neck and the
DDT, which had been built up in the last week, gave him a
great near fall. Miro needing to cheat to survive was a good
way to go and the crowd was WAY into everything all night.
Very good choice for an opener here and I got into it.

We run down the card.

Jon Moxley vs. Satoshi Kojima

Moxley wanted someone from New Japan and Kojima accepted. The
bell rings and Moxley flips him off, setting up the big chop
off. They forearm it out until Kojima runs him over with a
shoulder and Moxley rolls outside. Kojima catches him with a
dive and Excalibur 1is right there to 1list Kojima's
accomplishments. Moxley jumps back inside for a suicide dive
of his own and a Russian legsweep sends Kojima into the
barricade.

Back in and Moxley stomps on the hand and starts cranking on
it for a bit, followed by the knees to the chest. Kojima sends
him into the corner though for the rapid fire chops and a top
rope elbow gets two on Moxley. Back up and Moxley snaps off a
suplex before taking Kojima up top. That just earns Moxley a
superplex back down and a DDT on the apron makes it worse.
Tony calls Moxley a representative of the state of Chicago and
even JR gets on him a bit for it.

Back in and Moxley (with a cut elbow, which causes Excalibur
to mention Moxley’s staph infection from a year or so ago in a
great catch) hits a release suplex, or Jason Jett’s Crash
Landing for you last few weeks of WCW fans. The Paradigm Shift
into the brainbuster gets a delayed two and Moxley is rocked.
Kojima’s lariat is countered into a German suplex for two and
a jumping knee drops Kojima again. Back up and Kojima hits the
lariat into the Koji Cutter but can’t cover.

They slug it out from their knees and then their feet until



Moxley blasts him with a lariat of his own. The bulldog choke
goes on but Kojima makes the rope. Some Mongolian chops rock
Moxley, who counters another lariat into the Paradigm Shift.
Another Paradigm Shift finishes Kojima at 11:55.

Rating: B-. This was another fun one with Moxley getting a win
over a credible opponent. There is something cool about AEW’s
relationship with New Japan (stupid name aside) but I'm not a
huge fan of having the dream matches with little personal
backstory. The action made up for it and the match was good,
though I could have used a better build.

Respect is shown post match...but none of that matters as
Minoru Suzuki is here. Suzuki takes off his shirt and they
forearm it out with Moxley throwing in a bow of respect.
That's fine with Suzuki, who wins the slugout and chokes
Moxley out. The Gotch style piledriver leaves Moxley laying.

We recap Britt Baker defending the Women’s Title against Kris
Statlander with a bunch of talking heads giving their
predictions.

Women's Title: Britt Baker vs. Kris Statlander

Baker, with Rebel and Jamie Hayter, is defending and Orange
Cassidy is here with Statlander. They stare each other down a
bit until Statlander starts working on Baker’s recently broken
arm. That's broken up though and Baker takes her into the
corner for a hanging neckbreaker. The seconds are near blows
on the floor as Baker sends Statlander face first into the
apron.

Baker grabs a neck crank to keep Statlander in trouble but she
fights up for some running shots to rock Baker in the corner.
Statlander grabs a modified Falcon Arrow for two but Baker 1is
back with a hard DDT for the same. Baker loads up the glove,
which takes long enough for Statlander to kick her in the
head.



Statlander’s Area 451 misses though and Baker grabs a
crossface. That's countered into an electric chair faceplant
and an ax kick gives Statlander two. Baker is sent outside but
the big dive misses. A Stomp rocks Statlander again but she 1is
able to counter the Lockjaw back inside. The Spider Crab 1is
countered as well and Baker busts out a Panama Sunrise for
two. Another stomp sets up the Lockjaw to retain at 11:33.

Rating: B. These two beat the fire out of each other and the
fans were into it, even without the drama over who was going
to win. Statlander was a good choice of an opponent as she
feels like a credible enough of a threat but was always going
to come up short in the end. Baker could be champ for a long
time, but it is going to go through Thunder Rosa at some point
and that is all that matters.

Andrade El Idolo and Chavo Guerrero deny having anything to do
with Pac’s travel issues. El Idolo is ready for Pac on
Rampage.

We recap the Lucha Bros vs. the Young Bucks in a cage for the
Tag Team Titles. The Bucks keep cheating to win and the teams
have a history of major matches in the company’s history.

Tag Team Title: Lucha Bros vs. Young Bucks

The Bros are challenging in a cage and get rapped to the ring.
Don Callis joins commentary as the Bucks try to leave early.
That’s broken up with ease though as the Bros score with kicks
to their backs. More kicks, including stereo kicks to the
kneeling Bucks, keep the Bros in control but the Bucks kick
them right back down. Penta winds up on the floor between the
ring and the cage (which doesn’t connect to the apron),
leaving Fenix to get powerbombed against the cage.

There’'s a kick to Penta’s head and a chain is used to choke
Fenix. A hurricanrana sends Matt into the cage and Penta 1is
back in with a Backstabber out of the corner. The Bros’ stereo
low superkicks only hit each other and Matt hits a top rope



flipping Stunner on Penta. A double rolling cutter drops the
Bucks as well and the Penta Driver gives Penta two on Matt.
The Bucks are back up with more kicks and Fenix 1is sent into
the cage.

The Swanton/Tombstone get two on the Bros but the BTE Trigger
knees only hit each other. Fenix sends the Bucks into each
other but Matt kicks both of them low. More Bang For Your Buck
gets two on Fenix so the frustrated Bucks go after the masks.
Callis calls it psychology, which Tony calls BS. Fenix 1is sent
face first into the cage and Cutler throws his bag into the
cage. Matt loads up a thumb tack shoe but Penta gets in front
of Fenix. That's fine with Matt, who kicks Penta in the head
instead.

Penta is sent into the boot in the corner, with his mask
getting stuck for a disturbing visual. A running boot from
Nick drives Penta’s head even further into the tacks and
there’s a superkick into the poisonrana to Fenix. The BTE
Trigger gets two on Penta with Fenix making a save to bring
the crowd right back to life. Matt takes the shoe off but
Fenix makes the comeback with his variety of insane kicks. The
shoe goes upside the Bucks’ heads and the Black Fire Driver
gets two on Matt. The spike Fear Factor is broken up so Nick
and Fenix climb the cage to slug it out.

Matt and Penta pull them down for stereo package piledrivers
on the apron, setting up the big slugout. Matt goes up top
with Penta though and it’s a super Canadian Destroyer to bring
him back down to put everyone out. Everyone gets back up for a
circle strike off until they’re all knocked down again. Back
up and a Fear Factor gets two on Nick so Fenix goes up to the
top of the cage. Nick saves Matt from the package piledriver
and climbs up top with Fenix, only to get kicked back down.
Fenix dives onto all three of them (dang) and the spike Fear
Factor FINALLY ends the Bucks’ reign at 22:02.

Rating: A-. They had to do the title change here and even



though things got bleak for the Bros more than once, all that
matters was the big ending. The Bucks had to lose here and it
took a lot to put them away, but it was a heck of a match to
get there. This was the big show stealing match and that’s all
you could have expected it to be. Awesome stuff here and by
far the best thing on the show so far.

We get the long celebration and a look back at the rest of the
show as the cage 1is removed.

Casino Battle Royal

We have twenty entrants and three minute intervals between
suits. Clubs are in first, including Hikaru Shida, Skye Blue,
Emi Sakura, Bunny and Abadon, the latter of whom freaks out
the announcers. Blue and Bunny slug it out to start with the
hometown girl Blue getting a big reaction. Blue gets sent to
the apron though and Abadon knocks her out in a hurry.

Bunny eliminates Abadon a few seconds later and is fine with
letting Sakura put Shida in a surfboard. That’'s broken up with
a rake to Sakura’s face though and Bunny gets in some more
stomping until the Diamonds come in. That means Anna Jay,
Kiera Hogan, KiLynn King, Diamante and Nyla Rose.

The brawling is on again and Sakura is out in a hurry. Hogan
and King follow her out and there goes Shida with them. Rose
and Diamante team up to go after Bunny and Jay and split up in
about ten seconds. The four of them are joined by the Hearts,
in the form of Thunder Rosa, Penelope Ford, Riho, Jamie Hayter
and Big Swole. Riho hits a double 619 on Ford and Conti but
Hayter tosses her out. Swole headbutts Diamante out but gets
tossed by Hayter as well. The fans are behind Rosa as she
fights off Hayter and Rose in the corner.

Things slow down a bit until we get the Clubs, with Tay Conti,
Red Velvet, Leylah Hirsch, Jade Cargill and Rebel. The
brawling is on and Velvet dropkicks Rebel out. Bunny and Jay
wind up on the apron and both are kicked out in a hurry.



Cargill throws Hirsch out and onto the pile (including onto
some referees) and the clock ticks down, bringing up the RUBY
SOHO chants. The Joker is...Ruby Soho (formerly known as Ruby
Riott).

The final grouping is Soho, Conti, Ford, Cargill, Hayter,
Velvet, Rose and Rosa. Soho goes after Cargill and then Rose,
with Rosa using Soho to take Rose down. Cargill pumphandle
faceplants Soho and tosses Hayter out in a nasty crash. Velvet
is tossed as well but Rose gets rid of Cargill. Conti gets rid
of Ford but gets tossed as well, leaving us with Soho, Rosa
and Rose.

Rosa and Soho are knocked silly in a hurry but Rose gets a bit
too cocky, allowing Rosa to send her to the apron and kick her
out for the elimination. They stare each other down until Rosa
shouts in Spanish and chops her hard. The Fire Thunder Driver
is broken up and Rosa 1is sent to the apron but she pulls Soho
out with her. Soho can’t get a German suplex off the apron but
she can knee Rosa off the apron for the win at 21:48.

Rating: C+. This is their signature deal with the decks and
all that jazz but it doesn’t make for the most thrilling
battle royal. It doesn’t help when the Joker gets the big
advantage, but Soho winning is one of the right ways they can
go. It made for a good moment, though the match could have
been a bit shorter to keep things moving a bit faster.

We recap Chris Jericho vs. MJF. Jericho can’t beat MJF and has
become obsessed with him, so tonight Jericho’s career is on
the line.

Chris Jericho vs. Maxwell Jacob Friedman

We get the old school COUNTDOWN but it is only leading to
“JERICHO’S LAST MATCH”. Ok points for some good trolling,
along with MJF coming to the ring in a king’s robe. Jericho is
played to the ring by Fozzy’s guitarist to quite the reaction.
MJF bails to the floor to rip up some Jericho signs before



coming back inside so Jericho can snap off some armdrags. MJF
gets in a shot to the face so they head outside, where Jericho
whips him into the crowd. Jericho drops things onto MJF’s head
and they go back inside.

This time Jericho’s baseball slide is caught in the ring skirt
though and the beating is on. MJF starts in on Jericho’s bad
arm and drives his elbow into the shoulder. Jericho fights up
but a shot to the arm cuts that off in a hurry. A headbutt and
some chops set up MIF’s Fargo Strut and the Heatseeker on the
apron crushes Jericho again. That’s good for a nine so MJF
knocks him back outside, only to miss an Asai moonsault.

Back in and they slug it out with Jericho getting the better
of things. Jericho goes up top but dives into a Codebreaker
for two in a good moment. Back up and Jericho scores with a
dropkick for two and the fans are behind him again. Some
corner clotheslines and right hands look to set up a super
hurricanrana but MJF counters into a super sitout powerbomb.
MJF is banged up too though, allowing Jericho to come back
with a Codebreaker for two. Cue Wardlow but Jake Hager comes
out to take care of him in a hurry (because the Inner Circle
and the Pinnacle are back for this match).

The distraction lets MJF get in a baseball bat shot and the
Judas Effect hits Jericho..for the pin at 18:19, though
Jericho’s foot was on the rope. Therefore hold on, as another
referee comes out to explain things and the match will
restart. The bell rings and Jericho grabs a rollup for two.
MIJF is right back with the Salt of the Earth, which 1is
reversed into a rollup for two more. The hold goes back on but
this time Jericho reverses into the Walls. MJF is dragged back
to the middle of the ring and FINALLY taps to save Jericho’s
career at 21:08.

Rating: B. This was another good one as MJF used all of
Jericho’s stuff because he believes he is the better of the
two. Then Jericho wins in the end, with the great false finish



of the boot on the rope. I'm not sure how much good this whole
thing has done for MJF because he ultimately lost in the end,
but it was nice to see him in such a high profile feud over
the last several months.

The Inner Circle comes out to celebrate with Jericho.

We recap CM Punk vs. Darby Allin, which includes Allin in a
BEST IN THE WORLD body bag and being hung from a helicopter.

Darby Allin vs. CM Punk

This 1s Punk’s first match since January 2014 and he’s in
tights instead of trunks. Allin sits in the corner so Punk
sits in the middle of the ring for the staredown. They lock up
and Allin armdrags him down, which has Punk thinking twice for
a second. Back up and Punk shoulders him down, earning a
WELCOME BACK chant. Punk has to clarify that they mean him
before grabbing a headlock and laying on Allin for a bit.

That’'s broken up as well so Allin hits a hard running shoulder
of his own. The threat of the GTS sends Allin bailing to the
floor though and we need a breather. Allin is back in with the
high angle armdrag and some running shoulders in the corner.
Punk whips him HARD over the top and out to the floor though
with a nasty crash. Back in and a belly to back suplex sets up
a double arm crank to keep Allin down.

The abdominal stretch goes on, followed by a tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker (Allin: “OH S***!”) for two. Another abdominal
stretch is countered into the flipping Stunner to give Allin a
needed breather. The springboard Coffin Drop to a standing
Punk sets up La Majistral for two and the Code Red gets the
same. Punk catches him on top but a belly to back superplex is
countered into a crossbody for two.

Back up and Punk scores with the GTS out of nowhere but Allin
falls outside. Allin barely beats the count so Punk tries
another GTS, which is countered with a bunch of elbows to the



head. A big charge sends Punk outside and there’s a Swanton to
a standing Punk outside. Back in and Allin loads up the Coffin
Drop but Punk sits up. Allin’s cradle is countered but so is
the GTS, allowing Allin to get two off the Last Supper. Punk’s
leg lariat gets two so Allin loads up the poisonrana, only to
get countered into the GTS for the pin at 16:08.

Rating: B. This was a well put together match as Punk got to
stand still a lot and wrestle in bursts instead of going full
speed the whole time. That allowed Allin to do most of the
heavy lifting and protected Punk from not having his wind back
yet. The big matches can come with time, but for now this was
about getting Punk back in the ring to knock off some of the
rust. Rather good match, mainly due to the setup and Allin’s
work.

Post match Sting comes out to check on Allin, with Punk
kneeling right next to him. Allin gets up and Punk shakes his
hand for the cool moment. Punk gets to take a quick victory
lap and says that was #1.

Full Gear is Saturday November 13.

We recap QT Marshall vs. Paul Wight. Marshall had been
insulting Tony Schiavone and his family, so Wight came out to
help his broadcast partner. Now it’s time for Wight'’s in-ring
debut.

QT Marshall vs. Paul Wight

Wight doesn’t waste time and starts in with the chops before
Marshall can take his jacket off. Marshall gets in a shot to
the bad hip though and a low dropkick staggers Wight. The
kickout sends Marshall outside and it’s time to start
panicking. Back in and the Diamond Cutter is blocked, Wight
beats up the rest of the Factory and grabs the chokeslam for
the pin at 3:12.

Rating: D+. That’'s how it should have gone and there is



nothing to complain about here. Yes the Marshall stuff over
the last few weeks has been a bit lame but ultimately, Wight
beat him without much effort and that is all he should have
done. Wight can go back to commentary until he is needed again
and Marshall can go back to...whatever it is that he does.

Jon Moxley is facing Minoru Suzuki on Dynamite in Cincinnati.

Moxley says Suzuki better be ready to come to his hometown in
the Nasty Natti.

Malakai Black is ready for Dustin Rhodes on Dynamite and
suggests that Rhodes think of everything he has done to
Rhodes’ family and friends.

We recap Christian Cage challenging Kenny Omega for the World
Title. Cage pinned him to win the Impact Wrestling World Title
so now it is time to do it for the belt that really mattes.
Talking heads aren’t sure who should win.

AEW World Title: Christian Cage vs. Kenny Omega

Omega, with Don Callis, is defending and Cage starts fast by
knocking Omega outside. Cage whips him into the barricade and
Cage hits the big dive off the top to take him out. Back up
and Omega whips Cage into the steps before pulling out a
table. This one is laid on top of Cage though and Omega stomps
it for a break (Omega: “Did I do that???”). Cage blocks a
suplex through another table and suplexes Omega onto the
floor. Back in and Cage’s Cloverleaf 1s blocked, allowing
Omega to hit something close to a Sling Blade for two.

Omega knocks him to the floor again and hits the moonsault off
the barricade. Back in and Cage is in more trouble, setting up
a chest first whip into the corner. A fireman’s carry
backbreaker gives Omega two more but he takes too long going
up, allowing Christian to grab a hurricanrana. Christian
chokes on the ropes and then jumps over for the customary
right hand. Omega gets in a knee to the head and drives him



into the corner for some shoulders to the ribs.

Now the V Trigger can hit the back of Christian’s head in the
corner. The Snapdragon brings Christian out of the corner and
there’s a second to make it even worse. Cage flips him off so
it’s a third Snapdragon into another V Trigger. Instead of
covering, Omega tries a German suplex through a table on the
floor. Since that can’t work, Christian reverses into a
Killswitch attempt but has to settle for a spear through the
table instead. It takes them a minute to get back in, where
Christian hits a spear each to Omega’s back and ribs for two.

Christian can’t follow up and has to escape the Dr. Wiley
Bomb. Omega this some knees to the face, setting up a ripcord
V Trigger. A tiger driver is countered though and Christian
gets the high angle Cloverleaf. Callis calls in the
reinforcements with the Good Brothers but Christian fights
them off. The Killswitch gives Cage two more and they’re both
down. With nothing else working, Christian catches him on top
and tries a super Killswitch but gets reversed into a super
One Winged Angel to retain the title at 21:21.

Rating: B+. They did everything they could to get around the
lack of drama and it was a very good match. The problem is I
never once believed Christian had a chance and I can’t imagine
I'm alone. Cage was fine for a one off challenger, but Omega
is going to need a major challenger sooner than later. Like at
Full Gear for example.

Post match the rest of the Elite comes in for the big
beatdown, with Jurassic Express not being able to make the
save. The YES chants begin but Omega grabs the mic and asks if
if Chicago is finally starting to understand. Omega doesn’t
care who is a hometown hero because no one is on his level.
When it comes to the AEW World Title, the only people who have
a chance to beat him are either not here, already tired or
already dead. Then the lights go out....and it’s Adam Cole (Bay
Bay) making his debut.



Cole gets in the ring...and superkicks Jungle Boy, because Cole
is with the Elite. Omega: “In the words of Steve Urkel, did I
do that?” Cole asks who is ready for Story Time With Adam Cole
Bay Bay. The Elite is the most dominant faction in wrestling
and no one can stop them. Omega hits the catchphrase...and we
have Ride of the Valkyries. Brian Danielson is here too and
some of the Elite bails. Danielson, Christian and Jurassic
Express stare down Omega, Cole and the Young Bucks, with Omega
leaving so the good guys can clean house so YES chants can end
the show. That’s a heck of a pair of surprises so yeah, they
nailed it.

Overall Rating: A. Great matches, two big moments and the
historic title change with the only thing resembling a bad
match lasting less than 200 seconds. They did pretty much
everything right here and it was a pretty awesome show as a
result. This felt like the normal AEW pay per view and that is
certainly a great thing to hear. Awesome show and it didn’t
feel like nearly four hours so there isn’t much of anything to
complain about here.

Results

Miro b. Eddie Kingston — Jumping superkick

Jon Moxley b. Satoshi Kojima — Paradigm Shift

Britt Baker b. Kris Statlander — Lockjaw

Lucha Bros b. Young Bucks — Spike Fear Factor to Nick Jackson
Ruby Soho won the Casino Battle Royal last eliminating Thunder
Rosa

Chris Jericho b. Maxwell Jacob Friedman — Walls of Jericho

CM Punk b. Darby Allin — GTS

Paul Wight b. QT Marshall — Chokeslam

Kenny Omega b. Christian Cage — Super One Winged Angel

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Rampage — September 3, 2021:
A Commercial Success

Rampage
Date: September 3, 2021

Location: Now Arena, Chicago, Illinois
Commentators: Excalibur, Chris Jericho, Mark Henry, Taz

It’s the go home show for All Out and the big deal is that CM
Punk is here in Chicago again. They’re still at the point
where it feels important even though it happened two days ago,
and it isn’t like they’ll be in Chicago every week. Other than
that, expect a lot of hype towards the pay per view. Let’s get
to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Lee Johnson vs. Malakai Black

Johnson grabs a headlock to start but gets shoved into the
ropes. Said ropes are grabbed out of fear of Black Mass, with
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Jericho and Henry thinking pain is coming. Black continues to
take his time before knocking Johnson into the corner as we
take a break. Back with Johnson striking away to send Black
outside.

The big dive drops Black again and they head back inside so
Johnson can hit a frog splash for two. Black kicks him in the
head but would rather hammer away in the corner instead of
covering. It’'s time to grab a chair but Black slowly offers it
to Johnson. That's fine with Johnson, who picks it up, earning
himself Black Mass to drive the chair into his face. Black
gets the easy pin at 9:56.

Rating: C. Black was playing the mind games here and while
Johnson got in a bit too much offense, it was nice to see
Black destroying him in the end. That kick to the chair was
great and Black’s path through the upper layer of the
Nightmare Family continues. I think you can guess who is next
and it should be quite the match.

Post match Black stands over Johnson but Dustin Rhodes (yep
that’s who was expected) runs in for the save.

Post break, Dustin challenges Black for Dynamite.

Here is Miro for a chat about Eddie Kingston. Miro talks about
Kingston being a Mad King, but Miro only serves one king. His
God has told him to destroy Eddie, who is nothing more than
Jon Moxley'’'s bag boy anyway. Cue Kingston to say Miro as God'’s
favorite champion is BS. Kingston doesn’t care what Miro says
because he is here to deal with Miro’s sins. He knows about
Miro’s bad neck and is coming for it, but Miro runs from the
brawl. That's fine with Kingston, who gives chase but runs
into the TNT Title to the head. They get inside where Kingston
hits a spinning backfist into the DDT to drop Miro. Solid
exchange here.

Jamie Hayter/Rebel vs. Kris Statlander




Britt Baker is here with Rebel and Hayter. Statlander gets
driven into the corner to start and Hayter hammers away, with
Rebel getting to come in for some beating of her own. There’s
a toss suplex to drop Statlander for two but Rebel’s YES Kicks
don’t do much good. Instead, Statlander is back up with a
powerslam and takes an invading Hayter down as well.

A backsplash crushes both Hayter and Rebel for two and Hayter
is low bridged to the floor. Rebel gets caught in an electric
chair so Hayter charges..and gets caught in a World’s Strongest
Slam at the same time. A kick to the head rocks Rebel and it’s
a weird arm trap Liontamer to make Rebel tap at 4:11 as Baker
and Hayter watch from ringside.

Rating: C. This is about all you could ask for here as they
made Statlander look dominant on her way to the title match
with Baker. Statlander is a force on her own and they have
toned down the alien stuff enough to make her a more serious
challenger. That'’s the kind of tweak you need and it worked on
most fronts here.

Post match the beatdown is teased but Red Velvet runs in for
the save.

We look at the build to the Lucha Bros vs. the Young Bucks in
a cage at ALl Out, including the big beatdown from the Elite
on Dynamite.

All Out rundown. Jon Moxley and Satoshi Kojima got in a fight
at the press conference for their match earlier today.

We get the split screen interview, with 2.0 saying Daniel
Garcia is going to keep Darby Allin out of ALl Out. Allin
isn’t looking past Garcia tonight because he wants to look at
CM Punk one more time before ALl Out.

Darby Allin vs. Daniel Garcia

Sting and 2.0 are here too and CM Punk, in a Bret Hart shirt



is out for commentary. Allin stars fast and takes Garcia down
to hammer away. They head outside, where Allin misses a charge
and falls over a table, sending himself hard into the
barricade. Sting beats up 2.0 to give Allin some time but
Garcia sends Allin into the steps to keep him in trouble. Back
in and Allin grabs a Fujiwara armbar but Garcia is right back
up. Garcia catches him on top for a superplex and a near fall
as we take a break.

Back with Garcia grabbing a sleeper so Allin climbs the ropes.
The big drop down onto the mat breaks things up and Allin
grabs the Pepsi Twist (an old Punk move), for two and some
applause from Punk. Code Red gives Allin two as Punk wants to
know why so many moves are named after soda. Allin grabs the
Last Supper for the pin on Garcia at 10:48.

Rating: C+. Allin continues to be at his best when he has to
fight from behind and that’s what he did here. Garcia 1is a
good choice for a match like this as he can make anyone look
good before losing in the end, as he isn’t an established name
just yet. Punk was good on commentary too, as he sounded like
he wanted to learn about Allin on their way to the match on
Sunday.

Post match 2.0 comes in for the beatdown and Punk stands up,
eventually throwing down the headset. Punk stares 2.0 down and
Allin hits a big suicide dive onto both of them. Allin stares
Punk down to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. The wrestling itself was only pretty good,
but this show’s job was to set things up for the pay per view.
It did a nice job of giving some of the lower level matches
(plus Punk vs. Allin) some extra attention and that is what
Rampage can be very good for in the future. Good show, and the
kind of thing that AEW has been needing.

Results
Malakai Black b. Lee Johnson — Black Mass into a chair



Kris Statlander b. Rebel/Jamie Hayter — Arm trap Boston crab
to Rebel
Darby Allin b. Daniel Garcia — Last Supper

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.

Dynamite — September 1, 2021:
See? It’s Fine.

Dynamite
Date: September 1, 2021

Location: Now Arena, Chicago, Illinois
Commentators: Jim Ross, Tony Schiavone, Excalibur

It’'s the go home show for All Out and that means it’s time for
the big push to the show. As you might have guessed, CM Punk
is back in the house and the ovation should crazy all over
again. It’'s also the 100th edition of Dynamite and that means
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we might be seeing something of a look back. AEW has always
done those well so let’s get to it.

Here is Rampage if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Santana/0Ortiz vs. FTR

Tully Blanchard is here with FTR, who have Bobby Eaton themed
trunks for a very nice moment. Harwood headlocks Santana down
to start and then shoulders him down for a bonus. They chop it
out and Santana gets knocked into the ropes. Everything breaks
down in a hurry with FTR being sent outside, where Wheeler
holds his bad arm. The big flip dives take FTR down and the
springboard flip dives do it again.

Back in and Harwood tags his way out of a belly to back suplex
so Wheeler can send Ortiz into the post. Now it’'s time to work
on Ortiz’s arm out of the old Anderson playbook, because FTR
respects the classics. The turnbuckle pad is taken off
somewhere in there and the arm is wrapped around the exposed
buckle. Ortiz uses the good arm to blast Wheeler for a
breather and the hot tag brings in Santana to start cleaning
house.

Three Amigos have Harwood in trouble and the frog splash gets
two. Wheeler comes back in and knocks Ortiz into Harwood’s
brainbuster (how FTR won before) for two more. Santana breaks
up a double suplex so Ortiz can small package Harwood for two.
Harwood shoves Santana off the top and Wheeler plants Ortiz
with a Gory Bomb for his own near fall.

The PowerPlex is broken up but the Big Rig plants Ortiz...and
Santana comes off the top to drive Harwood into the cover for
the save. That was a heck of a great save. Santana grabs a
cutter on Wheeler though and it’s a middle rope Codebreaker
into a double belly to back faceplant to give Santana the pin
at 13:33.
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Rating: B. This was what you would expect from these two teams
as they tarted a bit more slowly and then wrestled a back and
forth match. It wasn’t about the flips and dives and
everything else and it made for a good showcase. These guys
stood out because they did something differently and it stood
out, as it should have.

Daniel Garcia and 2.0 don’t like Darby Allin overlooking them
for the sake of CM Punk. This week on Rampage, Garcia is going
to hurt Allin and take the match away from everyone.

Here is CM Punk for a chat. Punk asks if the fans are sick of
him yet, because he could do this kind of thing for months.
There are people who are going to get tired of this in a
hurry, but he isn’t one of them so he’ll keep at it. This
could all end for him on Sunday because he hasn’'t wrestled in
seven years and he is a little nervous. Cue Daniel Garcia and
2.0 for the beatdown (marking Punk’s first time getting
physical in AEW) but Darby Allin and Sting come in for the
save. Finishers abound, including the GTS.

Punk and Allin go nose to nose but Sting separates them. Hold
on though as Punk has to clear out a bit more of the ring,
allowing Sting to say he always wanted to share a ring with
Punk. Sting respects him and it felt good to clear things out
a bit like that. It’s time to get traffic out of the way for
All Out and that includes Sting himself. Therefore, you won'’t
be seeing him at ALl Out because Allin and Punk are ready for
Showtime without him. They have done a great job of making
this feel like an epic dream match.

Video on Kenny Omega vs. Christian Cage, with various AEW
names taking sides and talking about how Christian is one of
the few people who can say they have beaten Omega in AEW.

We get a sitdown interview with Tony Schiavone and MJF. Tony
doesn’t want to be here but MJF cuts him off and lists off
most of Chris Jericho’s nicknames and ring names from over the



years (including Cowboy Chris Jericho). After four decades,
Jericho is on the Mount Rushmore of wrestling. When MJF's
career 1is said and done though, he 1is going to take Jericho’s
place. Jericho is like Muhammad Ali, who was great once but he
kept coming back for more. Then one day he had to be taken
out, just like Jericho. On Sunday, Jericho’s music ends. The
Ali analogy was good stuff, as is most of what MJF tends to
say.

Orange Cassidy vs. Jack Evans

Matt Hardy is here with Evans and jumps Cassidy before the
bell. Cassidy can go so Evans hammers away to start, including
a shot to the back of the head and a kick to the chest.
Cassidy makes the comeback but Evans bails to the floor before
the Orange Punch. Back in and a high crossbody gives Cassidy
two, followed by a Michinoku Driver for the same.

The lazy kicks abound, with Tony explaining that they aren’t
supposed to hurt. We go to a standing switch (earning the
boo/yay treatment) until Cassidy heads back up. Another high
crossbody is broken up but Evans’ superplex attempt is blocked
as well as we take a break. Back with...well Cassidy
celebrating actually, as he won with a small package during
the break at 6:48.

Rating: C. Totally fine way to keep Cassidy’s momentum going,
though anything involving the Hardy Family Office is going to
feel like a downgrade. I do like the way the ending went
though, as it is enough of a twist to keep things interesting.
Far too often, a show can fall into a repetitive formula so
well done on mixing things up a bit for a change.

Post match here is Matt Hardy again and the beatdown 1s on.
The Best Friends run in for the save but the rest of the Hardy
Family Office runs in for the real beatdown. Cue Jurassic
Express for the real save.

Eddie Kingston thinks Miro’s neck is a weak spot so he’'s going



after it. That strategy didn’t work when the Executioner said
he was going after Tito Santana’s 1leg at the first
Wrestlemania so I doubt it works here. Eddie is coming for the
title, because that’s what makes Miro God’s favorite champion.

Miro says he only lays down for his wife after a title defense
so he’s ending Kingston.

Jon Moxley has respect for Satoshi Kojima but that ends when
the bell rings. He’s going back home to Cincinnati next week
and he’s bringing Kojima’'s scalp.

Jim Ross 1is in the ring and brings out Chris Jericho for a
chat. Jericho says welcome to Chicago Is Jericho to (kind of)
bust out one of the classics. It seems like a good time to
hearken back to the past because he started his main event
journey in this business here in Chicago. The man who
recruited him to start that journey is the man standing in the
ring with him, which earns a JR nod.

Jericho remembers signing the contract with JR, but now he
wants to say that MIJF is a piece of s***, He's also diabolical
and calculated, just like Jericho. They're both button pushers
and confident, so the only thing MJF has over him are three
victories, and Jericho lists off the dates. Jericho doesn’t
want 1t to be the end of his in-ring career and the fans
certainly agree. He has to know he can beat MJF but if
something goes wrong and he does lose, he is going to go to
that commentary desk and do his best. Jericho has to know if
he can win though and he’ll see what he can do on Sunday. Oh
and MJF is a little p****. More good here.

Darby Allin will die to beat CM Punk in Chicago.

Powerhouse Hobbs vs. Brian Cage

Hook is here with Hobbs and Taz is on commentary. Cage jumps
Hobbs in the aisle before the bell and whips him hard into the
barricade. They head inside to officially start and a Hook



distraction lets lets Hobbs get in some shots from behind.
Cage gets knocked into the corner and we take a break.

Back with Hobbs firing off shoulders in the corner and
Schiavone saying Britt Baker has some major free agent news.
Cage makes the comeback and sends Hobbs flying with an
exploder suplex. The Drill Claw is countered so Cage misses a
discus lariat, allowing Hobbs to plant him with a spinebuster
for two. A knee to the face staggers Hobbs though and Cage
grabs an F5. Another Drill Claw is loaded up but Hook offers a
distraction. Cue Ricky Starks to hit Cage with the FTW Title
so Hobbs can grab Town Business for the pin at 7:23.

Rating: C+. Nice power match here and that’'s what you need to
see from these two. I'm not wild on the Cage vs. Hobbs feud as
it has taken far too long to set things up, but at least there
is even more of a reason for Cage to take off a few of Hobbs’
limbs. Good enough of a way to move things forward though, and
that’s all it needed to be.

Malakai Black says he has given Lee Johnson a week to atone
for his sins, but Johnson has been silent. Therefore, Black
will take Johnson out and put two coins over his eyes so
Johnson can pay the boatman’s toll in Hades.

Here is the Factory to call out Paul Wight, so here he is in a
hurry. The swarm is on in a hurry but Wight cleans house...and
the Gunn Club runs in after the ring 1is already empty.
Marshall’s attempt to bring in a chair doesn’t work, so Billy
Gunn hits Wight in the bad hip with the chair. Wight gets up
so Billy chairs him in the head. Now the Factory comes back in
for a cutter from Marshall. Billy Gunn being needed to boost a
story is not a good sign.

Britt Baker announces that Jamie Hayter and Reba will be in
the Casino Battle Royal. As for her free agent news, a top
name has indeed signed with AEW. That would be...Baker herself!

Penelope Ford vs. Tay Conti




Bunny is here with Ford and Conti dives onto both of them
before the bell. Conti grabs something like a dragon sleeper
to hammer away with forearms to the chest and a pump kick gets
two. We take a break and come back with Ford missing the
handspring elbow into the corner and missing a running boot as
well.

Conti scores with a high crossbody but Ford sends her throat
first into the bottom rope. The Muta Lock is escaped and Conti
grabs a leg crank of her own. That's broken up so Conti hits
some running boots in the corner. A fireman’s carry gutbuster
plants Conti for two, with the bad leg slowing down the near
fall. Bunny'’s trip fails so Conti sends Ford into Bunny and
grabs the rollup pin at 8:28.

Rating: C+. These two have gotten better in the ring with
Conti being one of the best success stories in a long time
around here. What matters here is that the two of them have
gotten so much more comfortable in the ring and can have a
good match like this one. The fans are into Conti as well and
that’s a positive sign for her in-ring future.

Post match the double beatdown is on but Anna Jay makes the
return for the save. She’s in the Casino Battle Royal too.

Thunder Rosa gets interrupted before she can talk about the
battle royal so Nyla Rose and Jade Cargill beat her down. Mark
Sterling breaks up the fight.

All Out rundown, including a special look at MJF vs. Chris
Jericho.

Jurassic Express/Lucha Bros vs. Young Bucks/Good Brothers

Marko Stunt and Brandon Cutler are here too, with Don Callis
joining commentary. Gallows and Luchasaurus start with the big
showdown with Gallows driving him into the corner. The suplex
1s reversed into one from Luchasaurus though and it’s off to
Fenix vs. Nick. The pace picks up and the Lucha Bros and Bucks



come in for a superkick off. Matt knocks Penta down and some
pelvic thrusting takes us to a break. Back with Jungle
blasting Anderson with a clothesline on the floor and bringing
in Fenix to pick the pace way up.

House is cleaned, including the very springboardy armdrag to
Nick. A Death Valley Driver sets up the Lucha version of
What’s Up for two more. Another Bucks vs. Bros kickoff gives
us a four way knockdown and it’s back to Luchasaurus to clean
house. Nick is shoved off the top and onto the Good Brothers.
Back in and Anderson gets chokeslammed for two but Cutler
offers a distraction, setting up a Magic Killer for two on
Fenix. The BTE Trigger only has the Bucks’ knees clashing
together but they counter Fenix’'s springboard into the Meltzer
Driver for the pin at 10:11.

Rating: B-. It was fun while it lasted but this was shorter
than the usual wild tag matches. The Bucks got in their big
beatdown on Fenix, which makes me think that the title change
on Sunday is that much more likely. That is certainly the way
things should go, as there is no reason for the Bucks to hold
onto the belts any longer. Good match, but not as wild and
crazy as you would have expected.

Post match here are Kenny Omega and Don Callis to lead the
beatdown on the Bros and the Express. A Magic Killer puts
Luchasaurus through a table and Omega tells Jungle that he
isn’t in contention anymore. Christian Cage runs in but the
beatdown is on again. Omega tells Callis to lower the cage so
everyone 1is locked in (minus the top). Dante Martin and
Frankie Kazarian come in but get knocked down, mainly via
sprays to the face. The big group beatdown is on and the BTE
Trigger knocks Christian silly to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. They did a very nice job of making me want
to see the pay per view and that was the point of the entire
show. It was a good use of two hours and the action was
working as well. If they can raise their game up for the pay



per view even more, then everything should work out well in
the end. Nice show here, and better than last week by a pretty
wide margin.

Results

Santana/Ortiz b. FTR — Double spinning belly to back slam
Orange Cassidy b. Jack Evans — Small package

Powerhouse Hobbs b. Brian Cage — Town Business

Tay Conti b. Penelope Ford — Rollup

Young Bucks/Good Brothers b. Jurassic Express/Lucha Bros -
Meltzer Driver to Fenix

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Rampage — August 27, 2021: I
Think We’ve Found The Norm

Rampage
Date: August 27, 2021
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Location: UW-Milwaukee Panther Arena, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Commentators: Mark Henry, Taz, Excalibur, Chris Jericho

We’'re on to week #3 and they might have a bit of a hard time
beating out last week’s show. Rampage has become a lot of fun
in a hurry though as the hour run time 1is a great change of
pace over the full two hours of Dynamite. I'm not sure how a
taped show is going to work but I doubt it matters that much.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Tag Team Titles #1 Contenders Tournament Finals: Jurassic
Express vs. Lucha Bros

The winners get the Young Bucks, who come out to watch, at All
Out. Jungle and Fenix run the ropes to start until Fenix gets
onto the ropes for his nutty bouncing into an armdrag. Jungle
isn't sure what to do so it’s off to Luchasaurus vs. Penta.
After taking a long time to take the glove off, Penta tries a
charge at Luchasaurus and gets kicked in the head. Everyone
gets knocked down for a breather as NBA Finals MVP Giannis
Antetokounmpo is watching in the front row.

We take a break and come back with Luchasaurus and Penta
coming back in with the former getting to clean house. A
double clothesline drops the Bros and the standing moonsault
gets two on Penta. Fenix is back up and kicks Luchasaurus
down, setting up the frog splash (complete with Eddie dance).
Jungle comes back in with a clothesline into a poisonrana on
Fenix and it’s a tiger driver into the Snare Trap.

Penta breaks it up and hits a backbreaker for two on Jungle.
Penta is taken outside where Marko Stunt and Luchasaurus hold
him in place, only to have Fenix walk the ropes to
hurricanrana Jungle onto the pile. There’s the Canadian
Destroyer to drop Jungle onto the apron, followed by Fenix
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hitting one of his own for one on Luchasaurus. The Bros hit
the series of superkick to Luchasaurus and the assisted
wheelbarrow splash gets two. The assisted Fear Factor finally
finishes Luchasaurus at 12:15.

Rating: B-. Another nutty tag match with one crazy spot after
another, as has become the tradition around here. The Bros are
LONG overdue for another title program and I'm wanting to see
what they can do with the Bucks in the cage. It 1s high time
for the Bucks to drop the titles and this should be a good
place to do just that.

Post match the Young Bucks come out for the staredown but the
Lucha Bros and Jurassic Express clear the ring.

We get a video on CM Punk’s debut, leading into a look at Punk
vs. Darby Allin at All Out.

Miro comes to the ring, though he comes out by kicking Fuego
del Sol down the ramp. T

hey get inside, with Miro demanding that Fuego show his face
to the Lord. The mask is ripped off, and here is Eddie
Kingston for the brawl with Miro. The brawl is on and referees
break it up, though Miro seems very pleased by the challenge.

Tay Conti vs. The Bunny

Bunny jumps her before the bell and hits a sliding forearm in
the corner for a slightly delayed two. Back up and Conti
unloads with some chops in the corner but Bunny knocks her
into the ropes. We hear about Conti’s martial arts background,
allowing Henry to say “it doesn’t matter if you know karate if
someone know ka-razy.” Conti is back up with a belly to back
swinging faceplant into a swinging Boss Man Slam. A knee to
the face connects and the Tay-KO rocks Bunny as Penelope Ford
comes out. The distraction lets Blade slip Bunny the brass
knuckles for the knockout pin at 4:33.

Rating: C. The action was moving out there and the ending



worked well as Conti seems to need an ally. Bunny and Ford
make sense as a team in the Casino Battle Royal, which is one
of those ideas that is suitable for villains in such a match.
Conti should be a dark horse favorite in the match and it
wouldn’t stun me to see her win the whole thing.

All Out rundown, now including Miro defending the TNT Title
against Eddie Kingston.

We get the weekly split screen interview between Christian
Cage/Frankie Kazarian vs. Kenny Omega/Brandon Cutler. Omega
can’t wait to drop Christian on his head with the One Winged
Angle and send the fans home happy. Christian knows he has
already hurt Omega and now he wants the big one at All Out.
Tonight, make sure you get in the ring because they don’t want
any of this Cutler stooge stuff.

Kenny Omega/Brandon Cutler vs. Christian Cage/Frankie Kazarian

Don Callis is here with Omega and Cutler. Kazarian throws
Cutler around with ease, which shouldn’t be the biggest
surprise. Omega comes in and chokes Kazarian in the corner but
misses a charge. A Russian legsweep drops Omega and it’'s back
to Cutler so Christian can choke away on the ropes. Kazarian
drops Cutler on the top rope for a kick to the face so Michael
Nakazawa gets in a laptop shot tot he back. This has a grand
total of no effect, allowing Omega to clothesline Kazarian
down.

Back in and Cutler misses a dancing elbow, setting up the hot
tag to Christian. Some chops have Cutler cringing in the
corner but Omega breaks up the right hands. Christian slips
out of the One Winged Angle and hammers on both of them at
once. The reverse DDT lays out both villains but Omega
crotches Christian against the post. Omega V Triggers Cutler
by mistake and walks out, leaving Cutler to get speared and
Killswitched for the pin at 8:27.

Rating: C+. This was mainly a storytelling match as there was



no way two stars like Cage and Kazarian were losing to Omega
and his lackey. They got the ending right too as Omega bailing
on Cutler fits him perfectly and leaves Cutler to take the
fall. It was a perfectly fine match and the did what they
needed to do to keep up the All Out build.

Overall Rating: C+. Much more down to earth show this week and
while Rampage is more or less the third hour of Dynamite, it
serves a nice purpose. I would much, much rather have it be a
show like this than a place to put the Gunn Club and the
Factory and the Wingmen. The show wasn’t must see, but for an
hour of television where two new All Out matches were set, it
worked out just fine.

Results

Lucha Bros b. Jurassic Express — Spike Fear Factor to
Luchasaurus

Bunny b. Tay Conti — Brass knuckles punch

Christian Cage/Frankie Kazarian b. Kenny Omega/Brandon Cutler
— Killswitch to Cutler

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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New Column: In Other News -
Wrestling Weekend Edition

I think this qualifies as a busy weekend.

https://wrestlingrumors.net/tommyhall/kbs-review-news-wrestlin
g-weekend-edition/

Dynamite - August 25, 2021:
On Their Worst Days

Dynamite
Date: August 25, 2021

Location: UW-Milwaukee Panther Arena, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Commentators: Jim Ross, Excalibur, Tony Schiavone

Then everything changed. CM Punk made his, ahem, surprise
debut last week on Rampage in what might be the greatest
moment AEW has had in its history. Other than that...I mean
does anything else really matter? ALl Out is in a week and a
half and most of the card seems to be set but there are still
some spots available. Let’s get to it.

Here is Rampage if yvou need a recap.

Opening sequence.
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We get a quick clip from Punk’s debut on Rampage.

Orange Cassidy vs. Matt Hardy

No seconds here for a change. We open with the DELETE vs. lazy
kicks, which I think we’ve seen before. Matt breaks up the
lazy superkick though and reaches into his own pockets to pull
out money. Cassidy hits the dropkick into the nipup, complete
with hands in his pockets. Then he picks up the money and put
it into his pocket. Well some of it at least, as he would
rather dive onto Matt, who catches him with the Side Effect on
the floor.

Cassidy’s ribs are wrapped around the post and it’s back
inside (with a bunch of money on the mat) for some belly to
back suplexes. Matt stops to pick up a bunch of money and even
steals the money back from Cassidy (as he should, since
Cassidy is a thief). Cassidy tries to fight back but Beach
Break is countered into a nasty Splash Mountain for two. The
Twist of Fate is blocked though and Cassidy takes him down.

A high crossbody lands on Hardy'’s face and Hardy is busted
open. Cassidy goes up, hits the Jeff Hardy pose, and puts his
hands in his pockets for the Swanton. Hardy blocks a Twist of
Fate and a top rope elbow hits Cassidy’s back again. Then
Cassidy grabs his own Twist of Fate for two as Matt’s blood is
all over Cassidy. Hardy tries a guillotine choke but Cassidy
reverses into a cradle with his hands in the pockets for the
pin at 10:08.

Rating: C+. The match was good enough, despite it having a lot
of comedy and being two guys I'm not fond of most of the time.
Cassidy should be beating Hardy, who doesn’t need to be going
over just about anyone at this point. Also, it was very, very
refreshing to have a straight match without 437 people getting
involved at the same time.

Aleister Black is ready to destroy Arn Anderson’s son, plus
the rest of the Nightmare Family. That could take a whole lot



of destructing.

Here is Chris Jericho to talk about tapping out to MJF last
week. Jericho talks about the Labors of Jericho and how he
came up short in the grand finale. It has become a mantra for
him: “BEAT MJF! BEAT MJF! BEAT MJF!” Jericho has an idea for a
final match between them but MJF won’t come out. His idea 1is
one more match at All Out, where he will put his career on the
line.

Cue MJF with a “MJF — 3, Jeriblow — 0" shirt, to say this is
getting a little embarrassing. He knows Jericho needed a rub
from the fastest rising star in the history of professional
wrestling, but the cash cow’s udders are sore. Last week, MJF
made him tap out faster than someone listening to a Fozzy (D,
but the idea of Jericho never wrestling again is too much to
pass up so the match is on. That was about the only way they
could go after last week.

The Varsity Blonds say they’'re a real family and they’re ready
to beat the Lucha Bros.

Tag Team Title #1 Contenders Tournament First Round: Varsity
Blonds vs. Lucha Bros

Julia Hart is here with the Blonds and the Elite comes out to
watch. Garrison can’t get very far with Fenix so it’s off to
Pillman to superkick Penta. A running hurricanrana takes Penta
down but he is right back with a Sling Blade. Back from a
break with Penta taking down both Blonds and handing it back
to Fenix for a bunch of kicks.

The rolling cutter gets two on Pillman and everything breaks
down, including Fenix hitting a very fast suicide dive onto
the Blonds. Back in and Pillman hits a heck of a powerbomb for
two on Fenix. Garrison adds a springboard elbow but Penta
makes the save this time. The Bros send Garrison outside and
it's an assisted Fear Factor for the pin at 8:23.



Rating: C+. It was fun while it lasted and the right team won
in the end. The Lucha Bros are about as awesome of a team as
you're going to find when they are on a roll and that was the
case there. What mattered here was getting the right team
moving forward, and the Varsity Blonds will have their day
(eventually).

Post match Jurassic Express joins the Lucha Bros in the ring.
The Elite tries to come in and are knocked off the apron in a
hurry.

Video on Pac vs. Andrade.

ALl Out rundown, now including Britt Baker defending the
Women’s Title against Kris Statlander.

Jamie Hayter vs. Red Velvet

Hayter has Britt Baker and Rebel in her corner. Hayter wastes
no time in throwing Velvet into the corner for the choking.
Velvet manages to send her to the floor for back to back
suicide dives (with Hayter going flat down for a different
kind of selling). A hard posting drops Velvet and Baker gets
in a few cheap shots as we take a break. Back with Velvet
winning a slugout and hitting a running elbow against the
ropes. Some running knees connect on the ropes but Baker
offers a distraction, allowing Hayter to hit a hard lariat for
the pin at 6:53.

Rating: C. Velvet got in some offense here and that should
have been the case when she was getting the title shot just
two weeks ago. Hayter needs to get a few wins to establish
herself as someone to beat and this was a good step. Put her
over someone Baker beat so that Hayter looks like she is on a
higher level.

Post match the beatdown is on but Kris Statlander makes the
save.



The Dark Order doesn’t seem to be on the same page over, uh,
Page. Alex Reynolds doesn’t like what Evil Uno has been saying
and walks out, with John Silver going with him. Uno tries to
apologize but the rest of the team isn’t thrilled either.

Tony Schiavone brings out CM Punk for a chat. Punk is asked
what one thing brought him back to wrestling, but Punk can’t
hear over all of the people. Punk lists off some of the
younger wrestlers who he wants to face, but there is one guy
who has gotten his attention first. He’s going to retire the
nickname Voice of the Voiceless because there are people who
have a voice and there are people who listen.

Punk has been looking at someone like Darby Allin who looks
like he 1is willing to kill himself. There are people asking if
Punk can still go and if he still has it to be the best in the
world. He looks at Allin and sees someone who would have been
Punk’s favorite wrestler at 15 years old. Allin isn’t the
biggest or the strongest but he has heart.

Can Punk still do it? Fans: “YES! YES! YES!” Punk: “That’s
someone else’s thing and you just have to wait a little
longer.” He'll see Allin in Chicago and loves his wife April.
Punk gets a very strong sendoff. This was a straight promo
from Punk and it was a good way to set up the Darby match at
All Out.

Miro talks about how he will forgive Fuego del Sol but he is
going to drag Eddie Kingston under the water because he is the
Redeemer. Bring him the Mad King before he burns this place to
the ground.

Eddie Kingston/Jon Moxley/Darby Allin vs. Wingmen

Sting and Peter Avalon are here too. Allin chokes the much
bigger JD Drake to start and sends him outside. The big dive
has to be canceled so Ryan Nemeth swivels his hips at
Kingston. A single chop gets rid of him so Cezar Bononi comes
in to shrug off Kingston’s chops. Moxley tags himself in and a



double shoulder clears the ring.

We take a break and come back with Moxley suplexing Bononi and
it’s Kingston coming in to strike away on Drake. Moxley has to
save Kingston from a Vader Bomb with a bite to Drake’s face,
allowing Allin to hit a super Code Red. Avalon gets beaten up
on the floor as Nemeth tries to bring in a chair. That goes
horrible, and it’s a flipping Stunner into the Coffin Drop to
finish Drake at 7:40.

Rating: C. This was a total weekend show main event and that’s
all it needed to be. I was worried about the Wingmen giving
three much bigger names too much of a problem but they got out
of there just in time. Good enough match here, even if it was
just a workout for the openers.

Post match everyone else is brawling on the floor so here 1is
Daniel Garcia to jump Allin from behind.

Tay Conti is ready for the Casino Battle Royal but the Bunny
comes in to offer her a spot in the Hardy Family Office. The
contract is ripped up with a NO and the fight is on.

FTR wants one more match with Santana and Ortiz.

Here is the Elite to promise to take out Christian Cage. Cue
Cage, to show a video of Don Callis hyping up the ten year old
Kenny Omega, which is why he fired Christian. Back in the
ring, Omega says that makes him like Vince McMahon, Verne
Gagne or Eddie Graham, but this isn’t Greg Gagne or Eric
Watts. Christian accuses Callis of manipulating Omega, who
asks Christian “You think you know me?” Callis takes off his
pink suit and the group beatdown is on until Frankie Kazarian
runs in for the save with a lead pipe.

Jon Moxley sent a contract to New Japan and got it sent back
with one signature. Satoshi Kojima has signed the deal and
Moxley 1is ready to send him out in a blaze of glory. Moxley
wants to do some horrible things to Kojima and he’ll see him



at All Out.

Gunn Club vs. The Factory

Paul Wight is on commentary. Comoroto gets sent outside to
start and it’'s off to Solow, who gets taken down by Austin.
Marshall gets in a cheap shot though and we take a break. Back
with Colton coming in to clean house as everything breaks
down. Marshall stops to yell at Wight though and the
distraction lets Colton grab the small package win at 5:51.
Not enough shown to rate, but it was just a way to mess with
Marshall.

Dan Lambert, with the Men of the Year, rants about wrestling
fans being soft and how they all want their safe spaces. Those
people need to believe in men like these two, and there may be
hope for them yet.

Arn Anderson knows that his son Brock is in over his head and
he’s probably going to lose to Malaki Black. He’ll be there
with his son though.

Brock Anderson vs. Malakai Black

Brock takes him down and hammers away but Black unloads with
strikes in the corner. Hold on though as Black yells at Arn,
allowing Brock to get in a few shots to the leg. That earns
Brock a suplex and Black Mass, making Arn cringe. The delayed
pin finishes Brock at 2:29.

Post match Arn comes in to check on Brock but Black has a
chair. Arn is ready to fight and blocks a kick to the head. He
can’t block a low blow though and then the kick to the head
drops Arn. Lee Johnson runs in for the save to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This wasn’t the must see episode as it was
much more about having the people involved in the bigger
stories talking rather than wrestling. That being said, this
is the show that All Out has been needing as everything else



has been cleared out and the pay per view could get some
focus. It’s not a show you need to watch, but there was some
good storyline advancement and nothing bad up and down the
show.

Results

Orange Cassidy b. Matt Hardy — Rollup

Lucha Bros b. Varsity Blonds — Assisted Fear Factor to Pillman
Jamie Hayter b. Red Velvet — Lariat

Eddie Kingston/Darby Allin/Jon Moxley b. Wingmen — Coffin Drop
to Drake

Gunn Club b. The Factory — Small package to Marshall

Malaki Black b. Brock Anderson — Black Mass

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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