
Heels  Have  Eyes  Four  The
Culture: The Real Supershow
Heels Have Eyes Four The Culture
Date: April 18, 2025
Location: Palms Casino Resort, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Ernest Miller, Kazeem Famuyide, David Otunga

This is the annual For The Culture show, which features Black
wrestlers from around the world. The series has featured some
good stuff and I’ve liked the shows well enough so far, though
this one is a bit different as it is a co-promoted event
between GCW (the regular promotion) and 4th Rope. That could
make things different enough so let’s get to it.

Commentary and the ring announcer welcome us to the rope.

Rapper  Westside  Gunn  comes  out,  apparently  the  person  in
charge of 4th Rope, and raps a song about hurting people…and
the Hurt Syndicate is here. MVP is happy to be here because
this is wrestling meets hip hop. He welcomes us to the show
and tells us to have a great f****** time.

Mustafa Ali vs. Leon Slater vs. Trevor Lee

Lee, with far shorter hair, shoulders Ali to start and we get
some early near falls. Slater sends both of them outside and
tries the big running flip dive over the post, only to have
his head hit the post (GEEZ) on the way down. Thankfully he’s
fine and Lee takes him down for two back inside. A pop up
hurricanrana sends Lee back outside though, leaving Ali to
neckbreaker Slater down.

The standing phoenix splash gives Ali two as commentary can’t
believe the speed. Lee comes back in to help Ali beat Slater
down but he’s back up with a double handspring elbow. Slater’s
spinwheel kick drops Ali but Lee knocks Slater silly with a
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clothesline. Back up and Slater gives Ali a spinning powerbomb
before  he  gets  whipped  hard  into  the  corner.  That  leaves
Slater to roll Lee up for the pin at 5:50.

Rating: B-. Good, fast paced match to start here and that’s
what it should have been. Slater is the young up and comer
here as Lee and Ali are far more established. They all looked
good here and thankfully they didn’t spend a lot of time out
there, which made the match that much easier to watch.

Moose vs. Oni King

Moose’s  TNA  X-Division  Title  isn’t  on  the  line.  King
apparently “woke up this morning and chose violence” and Moose
flips the fans off at the bell. Moose knocks him down to start
but King sweeps the legs and starts up some rhythmic strikes
in the corner. Some right hands have Moose staggered but he’s
able to block a suplex and hit a big boot. King runs him over
for two but a suplex doesn’t work. Moose’s spear finishes at
3:40.

Rating: C. This wasn’t anything close to the opener but it
wasn’t supposed to be. This was about two good size guys
beating each other up and a spear from someone the size of
Moose is always going to work. Having Moose on the show is a
big deal and the match was fun enough while it lasted.

Justin Roberts comes out to be the guest ring announcer and
has a quick chat with commentary, who he apparently knows.

4th Rope Tag Team Titles: Hardys vs. TNT

TNT (Terrell/Terrance Hughes, the sons of D-Von Dudley, who
brings them to the ring) are challenging and ignore the Hardys
bringing out the TNA titles rather than the 4th Rope titles.
Matt (who does not look thrilled to be here) starts with
Terrance (commentary isn’t sure which is which) and takes him
into the corner for some opening posing.



Terrance takes him down and does the Jeff Hardy dance so Jeff
comes in for the double elbow. The flipping splash/fist drop
combination sets up Poetry In Motion as everything breaks
down. Terrell comes in for a cheap shot and D-Von gets in some
choking from the floor (to quite the reaction). Terence monkey
flips Terrell into a Cannonball to Jeff in the corner and we
hit the front facelock.

Terrell Death Valley Drivers Terrance onto Jeff for two and
it’s back to the facelock. Jeff mule kicks his way to freedom
and brings Matt back in to give both of them the ten rams into
the  buckle.  The  Side  Effect  gets  two  on  Terrance  but  a
springboard Hart Attack (back elbow rather than clothesline)
drops Matt for two more. Back up and the Plot Twist into the
Swanton retains the titles at 7:14.

Rating: C+. You could tell the Hardys weren’t overly thrilled
to be there but it was cool to see the two generations deal
here. The Hardys have all kinds of history with the Dudleys
and this was a fun idea. TNT isn’t a great team yet but they
had some nice double teams and certainly didn’t look bad.

Some unnamed people are talking about their numbers in the
battle royal but no one will tell much of anyone anything.
This includes Vix Crow, better known as Alicia Fox.

Mike Santana vs. Raj Dhesi

Dhesi is better known as Jinder Mahal. We get a bit of respect
before the match, with Miller wanting one of them to throw a
right hand, just like he would. I’m thinking that would have
been a kick, but that’s why Miller didn’t win much. Dhesi
shoves him away and Santana realizes he needs to think twice
about this. They go to a stalemate so Santana hits him in the
face, only to get dropped with a shoulder.

Santana knocks him outside and keeps up the beating near the
crowd, setting up the chops against the post. Back in and
Santana catches him on top with a superplex for two and it’s



already time to get frustrated. Dude, you hit one move. The
chinlock goes on for a bit until Santana fights up and hits a
rolling cutter for two. Dhesi’s Death Valley Driver gets the
same but the Khallas is blocked. The referee accidentally gets
superkicked though, allowing Dhesi to kick him low. A chair is
loaded up but here is JBL to lariat Dhesi down. Spin The Block
gives Santana the win at 10:14.

Rating: B-. I was getting into this one before the JBL ending,
which is the whole Sheriff deal or whatever it’s supposed to
be. That’s not the most interesting ending, but at least the
two of them were both protected. Santana feels like someone
who is ready to become a star, though Dhesi has done well
enough since leaving WWE. I’m still annoyed he didn’t get at
least a chance, but he needed to get away from WWE after how
things went for him there.

Hollyhood  Haley  J/Vix  Crow  vs.  Alexis  Littlefoot/Masha
Slamovich

I haven’t seen Littlefoot before but she’s from Lexington,
Kentucky so we’ll give her some bonus points. Slamovich kicks
J in the face to start and then brings in Littlefoot to face
Crow. They slug it out with Crow getting the better of things
as J has gone into the crowd to dance, while being paid in
dollars. Crow grabs the chinlock and looks rather confused by
whatever  J  is  doing.  J  finally  gets  on  the  apron  but
Littlefoot rams Crow into her (that should be a tag) and rolls
Crow up for the pin at 3:15.

Rating: D. Yeah what else is this supposed to be? It was nice
to have Crow back in the ring after being away for so long but
it wasn’t like she got to do much here. Slamovich was barely
involved in this, but given how much she has done over the
weekend, I can forgive the shorter match. Nothing to see here.

Post match J whips out a sock and knocks Crow cold, revealing
a rock inside.



The Infantry vs. Culture Inc.

That would be Carlie Bravo/Shawn Dean vs. Eli Knight/Malik
Bosede and this is a street fight. They go straight to the
brawling (as they should) with the Infantry taking over and
heading outside. A running boot knocks Knight out of a chair
and it’s time to go back inside, with the Infantry bringing in
some chairs. That takes too long though and they’re quickly
dropped with baseball slides, allowing Culture to grab the
chairs. Back in and Bravo gets knocked outside, leaving Dean
to get caught with a double superkick.

The beating continues, with the Infantry being sent into the
set a few times. Back in and Bravo gets thrown onto a raised
chair for two (ouch) and it’s right back to the floor. Dean is
back up with a heck of a big dive and everyone is wiped out.
The fight goes into the crowd and this can’t end well. They go
into a dark corner and the camera misses something that draws
a HOLY S*** chant. We go back inside with Bravo in trouble but
Dean comes in with a top rope clothesline. Knight is staggered
enough  that  a  running  double  stomp  onto  a  chair  finishes
Knight at 9:04.

Rating: B. It was a wild brawl for the most part and the big
spots were certainly good. The problem was not being able to
see some parts, but that’s more on the production than the
wrestlers. It felt like they were having a fight though and
that’s the point, with the anger coming through here.

One  of  the  people  asking  about  the  numbers  earlier  (Joe
Alonzo) finds someone we can’t see behind a door.

Tiara James vs. Maya World

James wastes no time in taking her down and throws in some
pushups. A running shoulder takes World down but she’s back up
with a shoulder of her own. And yes, she does include some
pushups. James is right back up with a Backstabber for the win
at 1:53, as World might have gotten banged up there. The



referee didn’t seem to think that would be the ending and was
checking on World after it was over.

Justin  Roberts  gets  in  the  ring  and  wants  to  try  an
experiment. He’s heard that if….say his name he will appear,
so here is Joe Hendry. We get the pose and catchphrase before
Hendry talks about how great this weekend has been. Cue the
Godfather,  with  the  ladies,  for  one  of  the  most  random
pairings I’ve ever seen.

Godfather  offers  Hendry  the  women,  but  says  it  should  be
called the Nice Lady Train. We can call it the NLT! The fans
aren’t sure about that, even with Haley J coming out to join
in. Godfather offers to put Hendry on the “Lovely Lady Train”.
The fans try to chant it, but they’re more into the idea of
Godfather doing Hendry’s pose. This was bizarre fun.

Cha Cha Charlie is ready to win the battle royal to become
Flyweight Champion.

4th Rope Flyweight Title: Battle Royal

This appears to be a Royal Rumble with 20 entrants for the
inaugural title. Real1 (Enzo Amore) is in at #1 and does his
greatest hits while looking even worse than usual. Joe Alonzo
is in at #2 and apparently no one can stand him. Real1 sits on
the top and Alonzo yells at the crowd as they decided to wait
on #3, which is quite the troll job. Apparently we have one
minute intervals (or less) and it’s Mo Jabari in at #3.

Real1 and Alonzo jump him before he can even get in, with
Real1 hitting a running Razor’s Edge into the post (though it
looked  more  like  the  crowd).  Jabari  is  thrown  inside  for
Jordunzo and the elimination. Sidney Akeem (Reggie from WWE)
is in at #4 and picks up the pace, managing to knock Alonzo
down. A Downward Spiral into the buckle cuts him off though
and Jordunzo lets Real1 toss him out.

Richard Holliday is in at #5 and says he wants in on what



Real1 and Alonzo are doing. If his Steiner Math is correct,
the three of them together gives them 100% chance of success.
They seem to agree and everyone shakes hands…and Holliday is
tossed out as John Wayne Murdoch is in at #6. Yeah that
tracks. Murdoch jumps Alonzo but gets knocked outside (not
out) for a posting from Real1. The Razor’s Edge into the post
knocks Murdoch silly and Mance Warner is in at #7.

That gives us something of a tag match, with Alonzo quickly
being knocked down for a running knee from Warner. Real1 gets
beaten up but manages to hang on as Cha Cha Charlie is in at
#8. A frog splash hits Alonzo and Charlie tosses him out
without much trouble. Charlie clotheslines Warner and Murdoch
down as Rich Swann is in at #9. Swann and Charlie immediately
dance together, until Charlie suplexes him to cut off the
music. AJ Francis is in at #10 as I wonder what exactly the
flyweight class is supposed to be.

Francis beats up Real1 on the ramp before coming in to throw
Murdoch out. A splash hits Warner and Francis is dominating as
Bryan Keith is in at #11. Francis runs over Keith and Real1
with a double shoulder but they muscle him up for a double
suplex. We settle down into a more traditional battle royal
with some elimination attempts until Tommy Dreamer (of course)
is in at #12.

Dreamer hammers away on various people until he runs into
Francis. The chokeslam is broken up with a bite to the hand
and Kevin Blackwood comes in to clean house. Well until he
gets poked in the eye and cuttered by Dreamer that is. AJ Gray
is in at #13 and hammers away until we settle back down. Kenny
King is in at #14 as the ring is getting full. Said ring gets
more full with Odyssey (Jones) in at #15.

Odyssey knocks down a few people and goes after Francis, who
pulls him off the top and tosses him without much trouble.
Well that was disappointing. For some reason Francis goes up
and gets ganged up on to no avail. Isaiah Broner is in at #16



and muscles Francis up for an impressive F5. An even bigger F5
hits Swann and Dreamer gets punched down as well. Keith and
Broner chop it out until Elijah is in at #17.

A big guitar shot hits Broner and another hits Blackwood as
the guitar is wrecked. Blackwood and Broner are out, followed
by Gray as Elijah does some good work in clearing the ring.
Elijah goes Old School (that’s stupid) but eliminates Dreamer
anyway. Francis goes up again to pose, earning himself a low
blow from King. That doesn’t go well either as King, and then
Swann, are tossed by Francis. Real1 and Keith send Francis to
the apron as Kevin Knight is in at #18.

Knight slams Charlie as almost everyone else is down on the
ropes. Nic Nemeth is in at #19 as the star power in this is
impressive.  With  Ryan  Nemeth  at  ringside,  Nic  fires  off
superkicks,  including  a  pair  to  get  rid  of  Francis.  Nic
superkicks Elijah and just about everyone is down as EJ Nduka
is in at #20 to complete the field. Nduka kicks a bunch of
people and gives Knight a heck of a powerbomb.

Real1 gets one of his own as commentary chants about Nduka not
being a flyweight. After Dreamer is in the match too, the
weight limits go out the window. Nduka gets a running start
and hits a crossbody on Keith and Knight, with all three of
them  being  eliminated  at  once.  We’re  down  to  Real1,  Nic,
Elijah and Charlie. Elijah and Nic wind up on the apron with
Ryan helping pull Elijah out…but Nic goes out as well. So
we’re down to two with Charlie hitting a splash but Real1
skins the cat and wins at 34:25.

Rating: C+. I liked this a bit more than I was expecting to,
as there is something very fun about seeing who is coming
through the curtain next. That’s what we had here and it
worked pretty well, with quite the lineup. It would have been
better if it was pretty much anyone but Real1, but I’ve long
since given up on the hope that we’ll be rid of him anytime
soon.



Madusa of all people comes out to present the title. Real1
does a Shawn Michaels pose and of course wants a mic. He goes
on a rant about how much he deserves this because no one has
put up with more than he has. This is what he was made to do
and there is no man in wrestling he would ask for advice.
Madusa believed in him though and he has no problem asking a
woman for advice. This is the first family of 4th Rope and
that was for Windham and Brodie. Can’t stand the guy but that
was a sweet thing to say.

And now we get extra emotional as here is Chris Bey (in an
Evanescence shirt). He’s glad to be back but these people are
sick. It’s 3am and these people are at a wrestling show!
They’re here because of 4th Rope and for the culture. Bey is
having a great weekend and even though he wasn’t able to be on
the promotion’s first show, he’s been watching what has been
going on. After hitting the promotion’s catchphrase, he sends
us to the next match. This is always great to see.

Matt Riddle vs. Gabe Kidd

Kidd drops down to chill for a bit and then does the crane
pose from Karate Kid. They go to the grappling with Riddle
taking him down for a kneebar before letting it up for the
chop off. Kidd hits a corner clothesline into a slam for two
before putting Riddle in a chair at ringside. That means more
chops but Riddle pops up and fires off his own strikes.

Back in and they fight over a suplex until Riddle gets two off
a small package. Riddle’s fisherman’s buster plants Kidd again
for a near fall but he catches Riddle up top for a superplex.
A brainbuster gets two but Riddle knocks him down again. The
Floating Bro connects for two and a running knee gets the same
as frustration is setting in for Riddle. Back up and Kidd
grabs a victory roll for the fluke pin at 6:52.

Rating: C+. This didn’t have time to go anywhere and it was
nowhere  near  the  other  stuff  I’ve  seen  from  Kidd.  Riddle



losing clean is weird enough, but the good thing is that
Kidd’s rise continues. He’s going to be a big deal somewhere
and this is the kind of win outside of a major promotion that
gives him an even brighter future.

Post match respect is shown but Riddle gives him an RKO. Sore
loser.

Here is MVP, apparently the Commissioner, to ask if the fans
are still with him. After starting a F*** THAT GUY chant for a
fan  who  say  something  mean,  MVP  introduces  the  Flatbush
Zombies for some music as the cage is set up for the main
event. Points for not just asking the fans to sit there at
about 4am.

Then a DJ plays some music.

Then another live performer performs. This eats up quite a
long time, closing in on half an hour. I get the idea, but
that is a long wait if you’re here for the wrestling.

4th Rope Title: Zilla Fatu vs. Josh Bishop

Fatu is defending in a cage (Justin Roberts gets the name of
the title wrong). Fatu headbutts away to start and sends him
into the cage a few times, with Bishop already being busted
open. The Samoan Spike is blocked though and Bishop grabs a
suplex. The slow beating begins and a fall away slam sends
Fatu into the cage. A running dropkick does it again for two
but Fatu knocks him down again and heads up.

That earns him a crotching on the top, with Bishop following
to ram Fatu’s head into the cage. A nice superplex brings him
back down for two and we hit the reverse chinlock. Back up and
Fatu hits a backdrop and the flying shoulders. A DDT sets up
the Superfly Splash for two but Fatu misses a charge into the
cage. They both go up top, where Fatu grabs a super Samoan
drop. The running Samoan Spike retains the title at 10:09.



Rating: C+. It was nice while it lasted, but it didn’t last
that long. Granted it was probably close to 5am local time
here, but you would kind of hope for a longer main event,
especially in a cage for a title. Zilla feels like someone who
could go somewhere if he gets the chance to develop, though
that is going to take time. Bishop wasn’t bad either, though
this didn’t feel like a big time main event.

Post match a bunch of wrestlers from Reality Of Wrestling,
including Journey Fatu, run in to beat Zilla down. Bishop is
beaten down as well and Reality Of Wrestling owner Booker T.
pops up on screen to say this is just the beginning for 4th
Rope. And we seem to have an invasion angle.

Overall Rating: B. It’s very long and the music part wasn’t
the most thrilling time (though I’m sure it had its fans), but
my  goodness  what  a  lineup.  You  had  the  Hardys,  the  Hurt
Business, Nic Nemeth and a bunch of other TNA stars. This felt
like something closer to the annual WrestleCon Supershow with
all kinds of big names. The wrestling was good enough and it
had the cool moments with Bey and Hendry. I had a lot of fun
with this and it was WAY better than I was expecting.

Results
Leon Slater b. Trevor Lee and Mustafa Ali – Victory roll to
Lee
Moose b. Oni King – Spear
Hardys b. TNT – Swanton to Terrell
Mike Santana b. Raj Dhesi – Spin The Block
Masha  Slamovich/Alexis  Littlefoot  b.  Hollyhood  Haley  J/Vix
Crow – Rollup to Crow
The Infantry b. Culture Inc. – Double stomp onto a chair to
Knight
Tiara James b. Maya World – Backstabber
Real1 won a battle royal last eliminating Cha Cha Charlie
Gabe Kidd b. Matt Riddle – Victory roll
Zilla Fatu b. Josh Bishop – Running Samoan Spike



 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6IM

 

TNA  Unbreakable  2025:  They
Broke Me
Unbreakable 2025
Date: April 17, 2025
Location: Cox Pavilion, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

This is the second half of a double shot from TNA this week as
we  just  got  done  with  a  regular  Impact  and  now  it’s  a
Wrestlemania Week special. This show is going to be in a weird
place as it is only a little over a week away from the much
bigger Rebellion show, which should make for quite the tricky
rope to walk. Let’s get to it.

We open with a look at the famous Unbreakable triple threat
from  2005,  which  is  the  inspiration  for  tonight’s  triple
threat for the inaugural International Title.

International Title Tournament First Round: Eric Young vs. JDC
vs. Zachary Wentz
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Young and JDC agree to go after Wentz to start so Wentz bails
out to the floor in a smart move. Back in and Wentz dances a
bit before diving onto both of them to take over. A high
crossbody puts the villains down again but Young is up to go
after Wentz. Young shoves Wentz at JDC, who gets dropped with
a Stunner.

Wentz and Young go out to the floor with Young taking over,
but he isn’t happy with JDC going after the pin. A DDT drops
Young but Wentz is right there with a double missile dropkick.
Wentz hits a running shooting star on JDC and an RKO on Young,
the former of whom pops back up with a Falcon Arrow for two.
JDC is sent outside so Young hits a Death Valley Driver on
Wentz, with JDC running back in for the save. Young piledrives
JDC for the pin at 8:50.

Rating: C+. They only had so much time here and this could
have been on any given edition of Impact. That being said,
they needed something to fill in the time so having two of the
three  first  round  matches  isn’t  a  bad  idea.  Young  moving
forward isn’t the most interesting choice, but there is a good
chance he doesn’t win anyway.

We run down the rest of the card.

International Title Tournament First Round; Ace Austin vs.
Steve Maclin vs. Eddie Edwards

Alisha Edwards is here with Eddie. Austin takes over to start
and the other two clothesline each other to the floor. Eddie
drops Austin onto the apron to take over but the Backpack
Stunner is broken up. Maclin is back in with an Irish Curse to
Eddie  and  he  fires  off  some  running  clotheslines  in  the
corner. The KIA is broken up and Maclin is knocked to the
floor, leaving Austin to roll Eddie up for two.

A jumping double stomp to the back gives Austin two as Maclin
is back in for the save. Eddie is sent outside and Austin
tries his apron handstand, only for Maclin to break it up with



the Scud in a nice sequence. Back in and Austin hits a Tower
Of Doom for two each but Alisha crotches him on top. Eddie
gives Austin a spider superplex but gets caught with the spear
in the corner. Alisha’s interference doesn’t work as she slaps
Eddie by mistake, setting up the KIA to send Maclin to the
finals at 9:55.

Rating: B-. This was a more action packed match than the
opener and it worked well, with the still popular Maclin going
on to the title picture. While I could have gone for Austin
winning the title in Chris Bey’s honor, this was a good way to
go as well. If nothing else, the System losing is always worth
a look as Alisha can throw some good fits.

Frankie Kazarian is fired up for the mixed tag tonight. Tessa
Blanchard says she’s coming for Masha Slamovich tonight, but
at Rebellion she’s coming for the title.

Earlier  today,  the  System  interrupted  the  UNLV  men’s  ice
hockey national champions. We don’t know what else they did or
said, but they did in fact interrupt them.

Moose vs. ???

Non-title open challenge with former NFL star Sean Merriman on
commentary  and…Sidney  Akeem  (formerly  Reggie  in  TNA)
answering. Moose wastes no time in whipping him hard into the
corner to start but Akeem kicks him in the face. That’s broken
up but the chokebomb is countered into a hurricanrana. Some
dropkicks stagger Moose, who throws him outside without much
trouble.

Akeem is back with a dive as the UNLV hockey team is in the
front row. Moose powerbombs Akeem onto the apron but yells at
the  hockey  players,  allowing  Akeem  to  cut  him  down.  A
crossbody gives Akeem two and he snaps off a hurricanrana on
the floor. Back in and Moose misses a crossbody, allowing a
backflip into a cutter to put Moose down. Alisha Edwards makes
the save and gets ejected, but the distraction lets Moose hit



a low blow. The spear finishes Akeem at 9:02.

Rating: C+. This is how Akeem can be best used, as he got to
do his high spots and flips before losing to the bigger star.
Moose cutting down a traditionally flippy guy is a good way to
go for his title reign and that’s the direction they seem to
have been going. It’s working well, and if Akeem stays more
serious like this, he’s fine for an occasional appearance.

Steve  Maclin  tells  Eric  Young  it’s  may  the  best  man  win
tonight.

We get injury updates on Joe Hendry and Sami Callihan, both of
whom are ready to go. This is one of those “make it feel like
a real sport” thing and that’s fine.

Mike Santana/Hardys vs. Mustafa Ali/Nic Nemeth/Ryan Nemeth

It’s a brawl to start with the good guys clearing the ring
until Santana drives Ryan into the corner to get things going.
Ryan fights back but gets caught in a powerbomb faceplant.
Matt comes in to send Ali face first into the buckle over and
over until Ali flips over him. Ali trips him into the ropes
and it’s Matt getting caught in the wrong corner.

Nic comes in with a neckbreaker and the chinlock goes on. Matt
fights up and breaks out but a distraction means the referee
doesn’t see the tag to Santana. The referee does see a tag to
Ryan, sending Hannifan into a rant about the referee being
stupid. Ali cuts Matt off again but gets caught in the Side
Effect, allowing the tag to Jeff.

A double Whisper in the Wind takes the Nemeths down and it’s
time for the parade of knockdowns. Santana grabs Ali and turns
the rolling neckbreaker into a Death Valley Driver. The two of
them brawl to the back but Santana comes back with Spin The
Block to Nic. The Twist Of Fate into the Swanton finishes Ryan
at 12:36.



Rating: B-. I love seeing two feuds combined like this and it
worked rather well here. The Hardys beating the Nemeths is a
fine way to go and the tease of Santana vs. Ali makes things
that much better. Both of the big matches will take place next
week  and  I’m  curious  to  see  how  they  go,  making  this  a
perfectly fine preview.

The System jumps Zachary Wentz.

Victoria  Crawford  (Alicia  Fox)  and  Debbie  Gibson  (Debbie
Gibson) are here.

Joe  Hendry/Masha  Slamovich  vs.  Tessa  Blanchard/Frankie
Kazarian

The men start things off but we pause for Kazarian to be
announced as the King Of TNA. Hendry whips him into the corner
and hits a jumping knee, with Kazarian bailing to the floor.
Slamovich knocks him right back inside (before glaring at
Blanchard), where Hendry’s bad shoulder is good enough for a
delayed vertical suplex.

Kazarian gets smart by going after the arm and stops to mock
the  rhythmic  clapping.  It’s  off  to  Slamovich,  who  sends
Blanchard outside. A quick suicide dive drops Blanchard again
but she’s right back with some choking back inside. Kazarian
hits the jumping Fameasser on the middle rope and Slamovich is
in trouble again. Blanchard hits a cutter on Slamovich as
Kazarian taunts Hendry with the Call Your Shot trophy.

Slamovich manages a shot on Kazarian but Blanchard is in for
an exchange of basement dropkicks. That’s enough for the tag
off to Hendry and house is quickly cleaned. Fade To Black is
countered  into  an  Angle  Slam  to  give  Hendry  two  but  the
shoulder  is  starting  to  bother  him.  The  chickenwing  is
countered into a rollup for two but Blanchard is back in to
grab Hendry. Kazarian clotheslines her by mistake and the
Standing Ovation finishes Kazarian at 14:10.



Rating: C+. This was the same idea as the previous match, as
they tied two feuds into one match and even gave us some
intergender matches. That’s not a bad way to go and the ending
leaves me curious about a title change, as Kazarian losing is
something of a red flag. Blanchard vs. Slamovich feels like a
huge match and I’m really not sure where it goes, which is a
nice feeling to have.

Mike  Santana  wants  Mustafa  Ali  at  Rebellion  and  Santino
Marella seems interested.

Here is Ace Austin….who brings out Chris Bey for a special
appearance  in  his  hometown.  Bey  walks  out,  with  Austin
shouting ON HIS OWN TWO FEET! Bey says he IS the Ultimate
Finesser and 172 days ago, he broke his neck in the ring. It
was embarrassing him because he wanted to finish the match for
the fans. He was able to quickly have surgery and learned to
walk again.

Austin was there with him every day and Bey had to remember
who he was. Thanks to the fans at home and the people in that
locker room, he is able to walk again. Bey had to remind
himself that he is unbreakable, just like TNA. This is the
greatest story ever told and thank you. They get to do their
pose and the show needs to just end now, because nothing is
topping this. That’s absolutely incredible and one of the
coolest things I’ve seen in wrestling in a long time.

We recap Mance Warner vs. Sami Callihan. They’ve been fighting
for weeks so now it’s Barbed Wire Massacre. As it tends to be.

Sami Callihan vs. Mance Warner

There are all kinds of barbed wire items around ringside and
Steph de Lander is here with Warner. Callihan, dressed as
Mankind, sends Warner through a barbed wire board to start and
then hits him with a barbed wire bat. A barbed wire Nintendo
64 controller goes to Warner’s head (must be Strong Grapple +
Down + B) but he comes back with a door shot.



Warner  uses  a  barbed  wire  chair  to  drive  the  board  into
Callihan but he sends Warner back into the barbed wire around
the ropes. A barbed wire ball to the head has Warner bleeding
even more and a low blow makes it worse. The Cactus Driver 97
through a barbed wire door is countered into a spinebuster and
Callihan is in trouble again. They shout at each other from
their knees until Callihan Stunners him onto the barbed wire,
which shouldn’t make much of a difference.

The wire is wrapped around Warner’s arm and it’s time for a
bag of salt. We’ll hold onto that for a second though as
Callihan would rather staple Warner’s tongue to a board. Then
he uses a barbed wire chair to the head to break it up. The
salt shot is broken up with a low blow so Warner throws the
salt into Callihan’s face instead. Warner grabs a screwdriver
but Callihan is back with a spike and they stab each other in
the head. Callihan whips out a sock for a barbed wire Mandible
Claw.  The  Cactus  Driver  97  onto  the  barbed  wire  finishes
Warner at 19:23.

Rating: D+. Yeah ok. This was as advertised and in this case
that’s not the best thing to see. It’s fine for what it is,
but having that much barbed wire and over the top violence
isn’t my thing. It only works so well and having Callihan
dressed  as  Mankind  only  made  me  want  to  watch  him  do  a
hardcore match at a much higher level. I get that this has an
audience, but it’s not for me.

We run down the Rebellion card.

Here is Elijah for a chat. Well a song actually, as he talks
about his open challenge at Rebellion. In TNA, we walk this
way.

We  look  at  the  first  round  of  the  International  Title
tournament.

International Title: AJ Francis vs. Steve Maclin vs. Eric
Young



For the inaugural title. Francis is knocked to the floor,
leaving Young to elbow Maclin in the face. Another forearm
takes Francis down but he’s back in for an Alabama Slam to
send Young onto Maclin. Francis gives Maclin a running knee in
the corner and goes for a walk outside, where he cuts off
Maclin’s dive. Young gets powerbombed onto the apron and,
after tying his shoe, Francis sends Maclin back inside for a
Death Valley Driver.

Maclin manages a running knee into an Angle Slam for two on
Francis, who is back with a powerbomb for two of his own.
Young is back in to slug it out with Maclin on top so Francis
gives them a double AA for two each. Francis’ moonsault misses
though and Young is sent outside. Maclin ties Francis in the
Tree of Woe for the running shoulder, setting up the KIA for
the pin and the title at 13:39.

Rating: C+. It was a fine enough match, but this really didn’t
feel like any kind of a special showdown. I get trying to tie
it into the original Unbreakable, but the second you start
bringing  that  match  up,  you’re  putting  yourself  in  an
unreasonable circumstance. That’s what we had here, and it
made for a match that while entertaining, never lived up to
its hype.

Maclin celebrates.

The  Nemeths  get  a  note  from  Matt  Hardy,  who  appears  via
hologram to invite them to the Hardy Compound for DELETION.
Can we please just NOT DO THIS AGAIN?

Overall Rating: C+. A lot of this is going to depend on your
taste in Callihan vs. Warner, which went on far longer than
anything else on the show. That dragged things down, but Bey’s
return was one of the best things I can remember seeing in
wrestling (or anywhere) for a long time. For a bonus show,
this was perfectly fine, but Rebellion is going to have a bit
more pressure on it now and that’s not a great thing. That



being  said,  I  do  like  having  TNA  getting  involved  in
Wrestlemania  Weekend,  as  they’re  more  than  big  enough  to
warrant a spot there.

Results
Eric Young b. JDC and Zachary Wentz – Piledriver to JDC
Steve Maclin b. Ace Austin and Eddie Edwards – KIA to Edwards
Moose b. Sidney Akeem – Spear
Hardys/Mike Santana b. Mustafa Ali/Nic Nemeth/Ryan Nemeth –
Swanton to Ryan
Joe Hendry/Masha Slamovich b. Tessa Blanchard/Frankie Kazarian
– Standing Ovation to Kazarian
Sami Callihan b. Mance Warner – Cactus Driver 97 onto barbed
wire
Steve Maclin b. Eric Young and AJ Francis – KIA to Francis
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Break
Impact Wrestling
Date: April 17, 2025
Location: St. Joseph Civic Arena, St. Joseph, Missouri
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

It’s a special night for the company as not only do we have
the usual Impact Wrestling, but the show will be followed by
Unbreakable. That means tonight is a big preview for that
show, but it is also one of the last shows before Rebellion.
In other words, it’s going to be a packed night and TNA has a
lot to cover. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Opening sequence.

Laredo vs. Jason Hotch

Tasha Steelz is here with Hotch and Laredo is no longer a kid.
A wristdrag takes Hotch down but Steelz offers a distraction,
allowing Hotch to get in a shot from the floor. Back in and
Hotch  strikes  away  but  gets  sent  into  the  corner.  A
neckbreaker and missile dropkick have Hotch down on the floor
and of course Laredo hits a dive. Laredo nails a twisting
senton but gets caught with a Mustafa Ali rolling neckbreaker
for two. They go up, where Laredo hits a super powerslam for
two more, only to walk into a swinging backbreaker. Hotch goes
up again but gets caught in a super Spanish Fly for the pin at
6:06.

Rating: C+. Laredo is a good choice to open the show as he
wrestles a nice, fast paced style that works well with anyone.
Hotch is talented as well and you could put him in there with
Laredo for a fine outing. That’s what we got here, as TNA has
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a good record of starting off shows well.

Leon Slater is ready for Brian Myers tonight but he still
wants to become the youngest X-Division Title.

Cody Deaner is trying to get Santino Marella to extend his
contract so he gets an Ultimate X qualifying match.

Jazmyn Nyx vs. Xia Brookside

The rest of Fatal Influence is here with Nyx and Brookside has
Lei Ying Lee. Nyx takes her down with a headscissors to start
but gets rolled up for some near falls. A running dropkick
rocks Nyx again but she kicks Brookside in the chest for two.
Brookside gets bulldogged into the corner for one and we hit
the chinlock.

Back up and they trade kicks to the head for a double down,
followed by a slugout. Nyx hits a leg lariat for two but
Brookside is back with a middle rope crossbody for the same.
The seconds get into it so here is Rosemary to mist Jacy
Jayne. Brookside is confused but manages to small package Nyx
for the pin at 7:48.

Rating: C+. Brookside continues to be someone who could do
something if she was given the chance, but right now it seems
like she might be destined to team with Rosemary and go after
the Knockouts Tag Team Titles. That’s not exactly a career
breakthrough,  but  it’s  better  than  sitting  around  in  the
midcard loop forever. Fatal Influence are still useful around
here as they are NXT stars TNA wrestlers can beat and it’s
working well enough.

Ultimate X Qualifying Match: KC Navarro vs. Cody Deaner

Deaner says he has to win to keep his job but Navarro doesn’t
want to hear it. He offers Deaner a chance to leave but the
people tell Deaner to wrestle. Deaner punches him in the face
and  they  start  fast  with  some  right  hands  in  the  corner



leaving Navarro in trouble. A shot to the face gives Navarro
two and we hit the chinlock. That’s broken up and Deaner grabs
an  airplane  spin  into  a  TKO  for  two.  With  nothing  else
working, Navarro whips out a chain and knocks Deaner cold for
the pin at 3:56.

Rating: C. For the life of me I do not get the appeal of
Deaner. The people’s choice deal is fine enough for someone
but could they use it on someone a bit more interesting?
Navarro is in a better place at the moment and he’ll be fine
in Ultimate X, but right now his bigger appeal is that he’s
not Cody Deaner.

Post break Navarro is very fired up about his win and is ready
to be X-Division Champion.

We look at Maggie Lee beating Savannah Evans on Xplosion,
albeit with some help from the Personal Concierge.

Lee thinks there is a lot going on at the moment but she isn’t
changing for anyone.

The Personal Concierge is here with Maggie Lee, who is an
official project of Elegance. Therefore, tonight she has a
special partner.

Maggie Lee/Heather By Elegance vs. Gigi Dolin/Tatum Paxley

Dolin rolls Lee up to start and gets dropkicked against the
ropes for two. Lee fights back but Heather isn’t interested in
a tag. Some double teaming has Lee in trouble so the Concierge
offers a distraction, allowing an assisted hot shot to drop
Dolin for two. A few running shots in the corner get two and
Heather chokes away for another near fall. Dolin fights up and
brings Paxley back in to clean house. Everything breaks down
and the Cemetery Driver finishes Heather at 4:42.

Rating: C. As usual, the Knockouts Title division is rather
good  but  the  Knockouts  tag  division  just  comes  and  goes



without getting much of anywhere. That’s what we had here as
neither the action nor the story are very interesting. The
division hasn’t been very interesting in a long time now and
this  was  another  example  of  a  match  where  nothing  really
changed.

Post  break  Heather  is  panicking  so  here  are  Meta  Four,
Spitfire and Gigi Dolin/Tatum Paxley. They all want a title
shot, so Heather snaps and says yes to all of them.

We get a special look at the Unbreakable triple threat from
2005. To be fair, it’s so fondly remembered for a reason. We
see the last few minutes of the match as well.

AJ Francis is ready to win the International Title.

Joe Hendry and Masha Slamovich are ready for Unbreakable.

Dani Luna vs. Jakara Jackson

Jody Threat and Lash Legend are here too. They fight over a
lockup to start with Luna powering out of a headlock and
shouldering her down. Legend gets in a cheap shot and that’s
good for a quick ejection. Back in and Jackson’s chinlock
doesn’t last long as Luna powers her down, setting up the
clothesline comeback. A Blue Thunder Bomb gives Luna two and
Jackson’s tornado DDT gets the same. Luna grabs a quick Luna
Landing for the pin at 7:05.

Rating: C. Another match without much to see here and that’s
part of the problem with Spitfire. There’s nothing to them
that really makes them feel interesting and that has been the
case for a long time now. They just don’t do anything that
makes them stand out and having them beat guest stars from NXT
isn’t changing that reality.

Here is Elijah for a song. Elijah sings about how we walk this
way in TNA and how he wants some barbecue after the show. Then
he  switches  to  talking  and  issues  an  open  challenge  for



Rebellion. My goodness I am sick of open challenges.

Unbreakable rundown.

Ethan page is ready to win the TNA Title at Rebellion because
Joe Hendry is banged up and he’s better than Frankie Kazarian.

Leon Slater vs. Brian Myers

Slater starts fast but gets punched in the face to knock him
into the corner. A bouncing kick to the face knocks Myers to
the floor but it’s too early for the big dive over the post.
Instead Myers sends him into the post and we take a break.
Back with Myers taking him down again and grabbing a chinlock.

That’s broken up in a hurry and Slater hits a running boot to
the face, followed by the Crossover for two. Myers charges
into another boot to the face of two but he’s right back with
an implant DDT. Slater is back up to send Myers outside for
the big running flip dive. That’s too much for Myers so he
loads up the System ring, which is taken away, allowing him to
hit Slater low. The Roster Cut gives Myers the pin at 11:38.

Rating: C+. Slater continues to be in that weird place where
he needs to win something already or all of his athleticism
and skills won’t matter very much. If he can’t beat Myers,
whose job is pretty much to boost up bigger names, who is he
supposed to beat? I’m not sure I get this one as it’s not like
anything was on the line, so why not let Slater get a win?

One more Unbreakable rundown wraps us up.

Overall Rating: C+. The show was ok enough and did a decent
job of hyping up Unbreakable, but nothing right now is really
grabbing me. Maybe that’s because Rebellion is just over a
week  away  and  that’s  the  really  big  show,  but  there  is
something missing from the last few weeks in TNA. They’re
going to need to fix that for their big events, as this was
just slightly above a middle of the road show.



Results
Laredo b. Jason Hotch – Super Spanish Fly
Xia Brookside b. Jazmyn Nyx – Small package
KC Navarro b. Cody Deaner – Chain to the head
Gigi Dolin/Tatum Paxley b. Maggie Lee/Heather By Elegance –
Cemetery Driver to Heather
Dani Luna b. Jakara Jackson – Luna Landing
Brian Myers b. Leon Slater – Roster Cut

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

 

Impact Wrestling – April 10,
2025: They’re In A Hurry
Impact Wrestling
Date: April 10, 2025
Location: St. Joseph Civic Arena, St. Joseph, Missouri
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

We are a week away from Unbreakable and that means it is time
to  start  getting  ready  to  set  up  the  International  Title
match. That means some triple threat matches, but other than
that, we need some more matches set up. That’s on top of
setting up Rebellion, which is coming up next month. Let’s get
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to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is Ethan Page to get things going. He is surprised to be
back but doesn’t care about the hillbillies here in the crowd.
At Rebellion, it is time for him to FINALLY become the World
Champion.  He’s  already  beaten  Joe  Hendry  and  he’ll  do  it
again. Cue Frankie Kazarian to interrupt but the fans tell
them that they BOTH suck. Kazarian finds him arrogant and self
centered and that’s something he can’t stand. The reality is
that Kazarian earned his shot while Page just sucked up to
Santino Marella. Cue Santino to say Hendry will be out here to
address his status for Rebellion later tonight. That needed an
announcement?

Steve Maclin is ready to deal with the System on the way to
the International Title. Eric Young and the Northern Armory
comes in to say they’ve got Maclin’s back but he wants nothing
to do with them.

Mustafa Ali vs. Ace Austin

The Great Hands and Tasha Steelz are here with Ali. An early
distraction lets Ali get in an early cheap shot, setting up
the rolling neckbreaker for two. Austin is back up with a
faceplant for two and Ali is sent outside, where a big dive
takes out all of the villains. Ali isn’t having this and
chairs him down for the DQ at 3:41.

Rating: C. They didn’t have time to do anything here as this
was  more  about  Ali  snapping  and  getting  violent  than  the
match. Ali and Mike Santana are on their way to a big showdown
sooner than later and that should be a heck of a fight. Austin
doesn’t lose anything by getting taken down here so this could
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have been a lot worse.

Post match Ali loads up the chair but Mike Santana makes the
save.

Post break Ali and company get to the car, where Santana is
behind the wheel. Everyone but John Skyler get out as Santana
drives away.

Moose vs. Cody Deaner

Non-title and JDC and Brian Myers are here with Moose. Hold on
though as JDC offers Deaner a spot as a young boy in the
System. It’s not like he’s winning matches so his children
could probably use the security. Deaner puts it up to the
people, who want him to fight. The other option is to him to
win the X-Division Title, so Moose makes him an offer: if
Deaner can last two minutes with Moose, he can have a title
shot. We get a two minute clock and we’re on, with Moose
planting him down. A Last Ride gets two, with Moose pulling
him up. The spear misses though and Deaner runs away, setting
up a dropkick to send Moose outside as time expires at 2:00.

The title match is now.

X-Division Title: Moose vs. Cody Deaner

Moose is defending and hits a spear to retain at 28 seconds.

Post match the beatdown is on but the Rascalz run in for the
save.

Rascalz vs. The System

The Rascalz send Myers outside and stomp JDC down in the
corner, setting up a Bronco Buster. Myers comes in to take
over on Miguel and we hit the chinlock. JDC hits a hard
clothesline for two and the front facelock keeps Miguel in
trouble. That doesn’t last long and it’s back to Wentz to
clean house. A cartwheel kick hits Myers and a dive takes him



out  on  the  floor.  Everything  breaks  down  and  Myers  gets
suplexes back in, only for JDC to sweep/hold the leg to give
Myers the pin at 6:07.

Rating: C. This was a fast enough paced match with the System
getting to cheat to win in the end. That is what they are best
known for doing and having them steal a win is a good way to
go. The Rascalz can get some revenge later, as they aren’t
likely to be happy with losing like this.

International Title Tournament First Round: AJ Francis vs.
Mance Warner vs. Sami Callihan

Callihan busts out a turnbuckle hook and threatens Warner to
start but Francis takes both of them down. The Down Payment is
broken up though and an unpleasant alliance sends Francis
outside.  Callihan  uses  a  poster  to  cut  Warner’s  hand  but
Francis won’t let him do it to Warner’s eye. Francis is taken
down as well so Warner grabs a chair, only to lose a duel.
Steph de Lander grabs Callihan’s foot, allowing Warner to
chair him down. Callihan goes for Warner’s eye but Francis
spears him down for the pin at 7:52.

Rating: C+. Francis winning is a good way to go, as Callihan
vs.  Warner  can  likely  be  a  big  grudge  match,  either  at
Unbreakable or Rebellion. If nothing else, Francis getting to
brag about even getting close to another title is a good thing
to see and suits him well. Francis is getting better at being
the big monster wrestler and it’s working well.

Post break Callihan wants a Barbed Wire Massacre with Warner
and the match is set for Rebellion.

Leon Slater vs. Ryan Nemeth

Slater chops away to start and knocks him to the floor but
Nemeth gets in a cheap shot on the way back in. Nemeth stomps
away and mocks the Hardys’ middle rope elbow. A Twist Of Fate
attempt is broken up and Slater hits a handspring back elbow



for  two.  Slater  hits  a  619  on  the  floor,  followed  by  a
slingshot dive. Nemeth grabs a chair but the Hardys come in to
take it away. Slater is back with a kick to the face into a
Twist Of Fate, setting up the Swanton 450 for the pin at 5:54.

Rating: C. Even though it’s over Nemeth, it’s nice to see
Slater getting a win for a change. He puts over just about
everyone he faces so having him win something is a necessary
move. I’m not sure if this is going to lead somewhere else for
him, but it’s certainly better than yet another loss.

We take a look at the Unbreakable three way from 2005 with AJ
Styles beating Christopher Daniels and Samoa Joe in still
possibly the best match in company history.

Mike Santana has kidnapped John Skyler and threatens him with
violence while suggesting that Mustafa Ali will leave him.
Santana teases hitting him with a shovel but pulls up.

Eddie Edwards vs. Steve Maclin

Maclin starts fast and fires off clotheslines in the corner.
They head outside where Maclin keeps up the beating but Alisha
Edwards offers a distraction. Back in and Eddie hammers away
as we take an early break. We come back with Maclin fighting
out of a chinlock and being put in an armbar.

That’s broken up and so is the Backpack Stunner, with Maclin
hitting  an  Angle  Slam  for  two.  Alisha  offers  another
distraction though and Eddie runs Maclin over. Maclin catches
him on top though and a super Angle Slam connects. Cue the
System so Eric Young and the Northern Armory come down to
cancel them out. The distraction lets Eddie get in a shot with
the System ring and the Boston Knee Party finishes at 8:04.

Rating: C+. This was basically a preview of their match in the
Unbreakable tournament which doesn’t do either of them a ton
of  favors.  The  System  gets  to  continue  their  hot  streak
tonight and that’s about the extent of the whole thing. Maclin



and Young might need each other, meaning their story gets to
continue for reasons I do not quite fathom.

Here is Joe Hendry who says he has a bad rotator cuff injury.
If  you  can’t  defend  the  title,  you  shouldn’t  be  champion
so…..he’s  defending  the  title  at  Rebellion.  Cue  Frankie
Kazarian to say he’ll win the title because Hendry is stupid
enough to care about what the fans think. He could beat Hendry
right now, which is fine with Hendry, because there will be a
tag  match  at  Rebellion:  Kazarian/Tessa  Blanchard  vs.
Hendry/Masha  Slamovich.

Overall Rating: C. This was a show designed to build up next
week’s Unbreakable as fast as possible. That worked in theory,
but Unbreakable isn’t looking like the most thrilling show.
It’s nice to have a card together though,, even if it’s just a
big preview for Rebellion. Overall, not their strongest show
as the wrestling was just ok for the most part and Unbreakable
isn’t looking like that great of a show.

Results
Ace Austin b. Mustafa Ali via DQ when Ali used a chair
Moose vs. Cody Deaner went to a time limit draw
Moose b. Cody Deaner – Spear
The System b. Rascalz – Splash to Wentz
AJ  Francis  b.  Sami  Callihan  and  Mance  Warner  –  Spear  to
Callihan
Eddie Edwards b. Steve Maclin – Boston Knee Party
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Impact Wrestling – March 6,
2025: Showdown Imminent
Impact Wrestling
Date: March 6, 2025
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

We’re coming up on Sacrifice and perhaps the biggest story is
the invasion/crossover from NXT. There are a variety of stars
coming in from the other promotion and getting involved in
some high profile stories around here. That should make for
some interesting situations and more of them can take place
this week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap, including some clips of TNA stars in NXT.

Elijah vs. Brian Myers

Alisha Edwards is here with Myers. Elijah jumps him to start
and they go to the floor in a hurry. Some rams into the apron
have Myers in more trouble and a running hip attack makes it
even worse. Alisha’s distraction lets Myers grab a belly to
back suplex though and she gets in a neck snap across the
middle rope too. The chinlock is broken up rather quickly and
Elijah hits a running knee. The implant DDT gives Myers two
more so here is Eddie Edwards for a distraction. Elijah sends
them  together  though  and  grabs  the  Highwayman’s  Farewell
(Tombstone) for the pin at 5:46.
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Rating: C+. Myers is a great choice for someone to make Elijah
look good since Elijah is still new around here. That is what
we had here, as Elijah is already looking like a player. I’m
not sure how far he is going to go, but at least he is off to
a nice start by surviving three members of the System at once.

Post match the System comes in for the beatdown but Joe Hendry
makes the save with his guitar.

Ace Austin and the Rascalz are ready for the Northern Armory
tonight. They might not have the best history but their future
is looking good.

It’s  time  for  the  First  Class  Penthouse  and  they  have  a
special guest in the prizefighter: KO! As in KC Navarro! Cue
Steve Maclin to tell them to shut up, with AJ Francis saying
they can fight in thirty minutes.

Savannah Evans vs. Xia Brookside

Brookside strikes away to start and gets nowhere, instead
getting smart by kicking out the leg. Rosemary is watching
from the rafters as Evans takes over. Brookside gets sent hard
into  the  corner  and  the  chinlock  goes  on.  Back  up  and
Brookside  sends  her  into  the  corner,  setting  up  a  high
crossbody for two. Evans misses a charge into the corner and
bangs up her knee, which has Brookside talking to the referee.
The distraction lets Evans hit a hard clothesline to the back
of the head for the pin at 5:15.

Rating: C. Evans is a powerhouse but she’s not a particularly
interesting powerhouse. She’s just kind of there and there
isn’t much for her to do at the moment so soon after losing to
Masha Slamovich. Brookside is rather perky and can do some
nice things in the ring, but it isn’t going to matter if she
keeps losing like this.

Spitfire has given By Elegance a makeover, which isn’t to
their liking. Don’t worry though as Spitfire has the perfect



travel  meals  for  them,  which  doesn’t  sit  well  with  By
Elegance. The Personal Concierge watching from the distance in
tears is a great touch.

John Skyler vs. Mike Santana

Jason Hotch is here with Skyler, who says he is here on behalf
of Mustafa Ali. Skyler hammers away to start but is quickly
caught in Three Amigos. A Cannonball into a sitout powerbomb
finishes for Santana at 1:31.

Post match Hotch tries to come in but gets caught with Spin
The Block. Mustafa Ali pops up on screen and says that Santana
has been randomly selected for a urine test. I think you know
where this one is going.

AJ Francis vs. Steve Maclin

KC Navarro is here with Francis. Maclin wastes no time by
hammering away in the corner but Francis is too big for the
Angle Slam. Instead Maclin goes up but Navarro’s distraction
lets Francis slam him off the top. A running knee in the
corner rocks Maclin again, only for him to tie Francis in the
Tree Of Woe. The running spear gets two, as does Francis’
spear. Cue the Northern Armory as Maclin sends him outside for
a  Scud.  Back  in  and  Navarro  offers  another  distraction,
allowing Francis to hit a rather big Down Payment for the win
at 4:13.

Rating: C. Well they certainly didn’t have Maclin go down
easily as it took four people to put him away. That’s what it
should be with Maclin against someone on Francis’ level and it
made for a good enough story. I’m not sure what First Class is
doing, but Eric Young and company against Maclin is only so
interesting.

Earlier this week, Ryan Nemeth said he was going to be on Joe
Hendry’s team at Sacrifice but Matt Hardy called Nic Nemeth to
say not so fast. Ryan got annoyed and left.



Steve Maclin yells at Eric Young, who says they’re doing this
for Maclin. Good grief enough of this Eric Young philosophical
stuff. Maclin storms off and runs into Frankie Kazarian, who
is enjoying what is happening to Maclin lately.

We look at the Hardys vs. Fraxiom being set up on NXT for NXT.

Also on NXT, Moose said his match with Oba Femi next week at
NXT will be the biggest match of his career.

Here is NXT Champion Oba Femi for a face to face chat with
Moose, with the System and a bunch of security. Femi wants to
know what is up with the security, but he also wonders why
Moose waited so long to come see him. Moose says he was just
waiting for the right time to cross the line. Femi praises
Moose, who agrees with what Femi says. Femi is ready to fight
so JDC tells the security that the first person to jump Femi
is in the System. The entire team jumps him at once so Femi
clears them out, only to get speared by Moose. This is going
to be two big men hitting each other really hard and it should
be a great time.

Fraxiom is ready to prove themselves to the Hardys.

Northern Armory vs. Ace Austin/Rascalz

Austin takes Icarus down to start and hits a quick spinning
middle rope crossbody for an early two. Williams comes in as
commentary recaps how the Northern Armory got here. Miguel
comes in and the Rascalz hit stereo suicide dives but Icarus
grabs Wentz’s leg, allowing Young to get in a cheap shot.
Wentz fights up but his partners are pulled to the floor to
keep him in trouble.

As you might have expected, the comeback doesn’t take long and
it’s back to Austin to pick up the pace. Young slams Austin
down but misses a moonsault (because Eric Young can now do
moonsaults), allowing Miguel to come in and clean house. The
Rascalz  start  using  some  Motor  City  Machine  Guns  double



teaming until Young manages a Death Valley Driver. Cue Wes Lee
and company for a distraction though, allowing Young to hit a
piledriver on Wentz for the pin at 9:46.

Rating: B-. Perfectly fine six man tag here with the Northern
Armory getting built up a bit with Young vs. Steve Maclin
likely on the horizon. The match was mostly action based and
the interference at the end made sense and protected the good
guys in the loss. That’s a nice way to go and it’s nice to see
a perfectly well put together match like this one.

Mike Santana yells at Santino Marella about having to take a
urine test. At the same time, Tasha Steelz yells about Mustafa
Ali’s coffee not being right. The payoff here is so obvious
that Santana smiles at the camera.

Spitfire tortures By Elegance in a training session but the
Personal Concierge, disguised as a janitor, makes the save.

Here is Masha Slamovich for a chat. She’s ready to go to war
with Cora Jade at Sacrifice so cue Jade to say she’ll win.
Slamovich  mocks  her  but  here  is  Tessa  Blanchard  to  jump
Slamovich from behind. Lei Ying Lee makes the save.

Mustafa  Ali  is  told  that  Mike  Santana  passed  his  drug
test….but  his  coffee  is  terrible.  Comedy  ensues.

Ryan  Nemeth  says  that  Nic  Nemeth  will  still  be  back  at
Sacrifice.

Here’s what’s coming next week.

Hardys vs. Colons

Non-title. Matt backs Orlando into the corner to start and
works on the arm before it’s already off to Jeff. We take an
early break and come back with Matt missing a charge into the
corner. Orlando comes back in and drops Matt for two, setting
up a legsweep for two. Eddie works on the arm but gets sent
into the corner, allowing the tag off to Jeff. Everything



breaks down and the Plot Twist connects…but the System runs in
to jump the Hardys for the DQ at 4:49.

Rating: C. There wasn’t much to this one as it was more about
the angle at the end rather than the match. That’s a fine way
to go, as the ten man tag very well might be headlining
Sacrifice at this rate. At the same time, the Colons are the
latest definition of “I guess they’re here too”, which isn’t
exactly glowing praise. There isn’t much for them to do other
than put over better teams, but it’s also not exactly fun to
see them show up.

Post match the beatdown is on but Elijah, Joe Hendry and Leon
Slater make the save. Santino Marella comes out to make the
ten man tag match a cage match as well. That’s going to be
crowded.

Overall Rating: C+. This felt like a bit of a step back from
recent weeks without much worth seeing. The best match was
just  pretty  good  and  the  Santana/Ali  angle  felt  like  bad
comedy with a payoff so obvious that they were practically
winking at the camera. They did add some stuff to the pay per
view and built things up a bit, but it’s not a show you need
to see in the slightest.

Results
Elijah b. Brian Myers – Highwayman’s Farewell
Savannah Evans b. Xia Brookside – Clothesline to the back of
the head
Mike Santana b. John Skyler – Sitout powerbomb
AJ Francis b. Steve Maclin – Down Payment
Northern Armory b. Ace Austin/Rascalz – Piledriver to Wentz
Hardys b. Colons via DQ when the System interfered

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to



my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

 

Impact  Wrestling  –  February
27, 2025: Come On In
Impact Wrestling
Date: February 27, 2025
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

After not doing much to get ready for Sacrifice, things have
gotten rather interesting in a hurry, with multiple matches
being set up at once. That’s on top of the upcoming NXT vs.
TNA matches at NXT Roadblock next month. We could be in for
some big stuff in a hurry here so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is the System to get things going. They brag about their
success last week, with JDC bragging about running over Leon
Slater. The fans tell Moose that Oba Femi is going to run him
over so Moose wants Femi to get in this ring tonight. At the
same time, Moose has been pinned by Jeff Hardy twice in a row
now, so Moose is ready to take him out. Brian Myers thinks the
Colons might be System material so here are said Colons to

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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interrupt. They respect the System and think fighting on their
side is a good idea. Fist bumping ensues.

Spitfire is ready to beat By Elegance and turn then into their
personal concierges.

The System has to be separated from Leon Slater/the Hardys.

Mike Santana vs. Oro Mensah

Mensah is something of a high flier from NXT. They fight over
wrist control to start until Santana takes over in a slugout.
Mensah is back with a tornado DDT over the top rope into a
springboard kick to the chest. Santana hits some running chops
into a backflip into a cutter for two but Mensah rolls a kick
to the head for the same. Mensah tries it again but gets
reversed  into  a  buckle  bomb.  Spin  The  Block  finishes  for
Santana at 5:01.

Rating:  C.  This  was  a  nice  showcase  for  Santana,  who  is
gearing  up  for  his  big  match  with  Mustafa  Ali.  That  is
probably going to be a heck of a showdown when it happens and
TNA has done a very good job of making him feel like a star.
What matters the most is keeping these new names strong and
Santana is doing rather well.

Post match a video plays from Mustafa Ali and his cabinet,
talking about how Santana (who has been sober for two years)
is off the wagon. Santana does not care for this.

Post break Santana goes looking for Ali but can only find the
cabinet.

Tessa Blanchard vs. Kelsey Heather

Tessa strikes away in the corner to start and hits a quick
basement dropkick. A running slap annoys Heather to the point
where she grabs some rollups for a near fall each. Tessa
shrugs that off and grabs a cutter, setting up the Buzzsaw DDT
for the win at 2:33. As usual, Tessa has very few issues



between the bells.

Cora Jade jumps Masha Slamovich in the back.

Elijah and Joe Hendry had a good time last week but Hendry is
expecting Elijah to turn on him. That calms down a bit but
here is the System to interrupt. Then they leave without doing
much.

KC Navarro vs. Steve Maclin

AJ Francis is here too. Maclin wastes no time in countering a
hurricanrana  into  a  powerbomb,  followed  by  a  basement
clothesline for two. Navarro sends him outside where Francis
gets in a cheap shot, setting up a running double stomp for
two more. We hit the chinlock but Maclin isn’t having that and
strikes away as the Northern Armory is out to watch. Navarro
uses the distraction to hit something like a 619, only to miss
a frog splash. Maclin plants him face first, setting up KIA
for the pin at 6:39.

Rating: C+. This was just a step above the opener in a very
similar vein, as Maclin is on his way to a big match against
Eric Young. Navarro is a bit better competition for him and
Maclin looked good in his victory. I’m still not sold on Young
as some big villain but TNA seems to love it for reasons I do
not grasp.

Tessa Blanchard argues with Lei Ying Lee in the back, with
Santino  Marella  coming  in  to  make  the  match  official  for
Sacrifice.

Knockouts Tag Team Titles: Ash by Elegance/Heather By Elegance
vs. Spitfire

Spitfire is defending and the losers are the winner’s Personal
Concierges for a day. Ash and Jody lock up to start and
exchange muscle flexes. Jody takes her to the mat and hits
some corner clotheslines before handing it off to Luna. A slam



puts  Jody  onto  Ash  for  two  but  the  Concierge  offers  a
distraction, allowing the villains to take over on the corner.

That’s broken up and Luna comes back in for a powerbomb to
Heather  but  she’s  taken  into  the  corner  as  well.  A
Backstabber/top rope double stomp combination gets two on Luna
but she easily gets over for the tag to Jody. Something like a
powerbomb gets two on Heather and it’s the Pressure Drop to
retain the titles at 8:11.

Rating: C+. Good stuff here with the right result. The whole
point is to have the stuck up villains get what is coming to
them, which is what Spitfire will be doing. The match was
acceptable as well, as tends to be the case when these teams
are together. Just find something else for them to do once
this is over though, as this should be the blowoff or close to
it.

Post break, Spitfire is already having By Elegance do their
laundry. The Personal Concierge is crushed.

Sami Callihan vs. Mance Warner

Callihan Stunners him to the floor and uses a chair for the DQ
at 29 seconds.

Post match the brawl is on but security breaks it up. Santino
Marella comes out to make a street fight at Sacrifice. Makes
as much sense as anything.

Frankie Kazarian vs. Ace Austin

NXT’s  Wes  Lee,  with  Tyriek  Igwe  and  Tyson  DuPont,  is  on
commentary. Austin grabs a quick rollup to start and hits a
dropkick  to  send  Kazarian  into  the  corner.  Back  up  and
Kazarian sends him to the apron for the slingshot Fameasser to
take over. The springboard spinning legdrop gets two and they
fight over some backslides. Austin kicks him out to the floor
but  gets  caught  with  a  shot  to  the  face.  Lee  offers  a



distraction and the slingshot cutter gives Kazarian the pin at
5:56.

Rating: B-. They didn’t have much time here and it was more
about the interference than anything else, but what matters
the most is having a solid match between two good wrestlers.
That’s what we had here, which shouldn’t be a surprise given
who  was  out  there.  Kazarian  needs  to  cash  the  trophy  in
already, but that has to be dragged out for months instead.

Post match the beatdown is teased but the Rascalz make the
save.

Spitfire  torments  By  Elegance  with  some  dogs.  I  get  the
feeling I’ve missed something but Ash and Heather freaking out
is funny.

Ryan  Nemeth  brags  about  his  big  brother  returning  at
Sacrifice.

Here’s what’s coming next week.

We look at Moose beating Lexis King and the Hardys beating the
No Quarter Catch Crew on NXT.

System vs. Oba Femi/Hardys

Femi and Moose start things off but we’ll go with Edwards
instead. Femi runs both of them over and the villains are
cleared out as we take a break. Back with Poetry In Motion
hitting Edwards but Alisha offers a distraction so Moose can
get in a cheap shot. Jeff fights out of trouble and brings
Matt back in as everything breaks down.

The Side Effect hits Moose for two and the Plot Twist gets the
same on Edwards. Everything breaks down and the referee gets
bumped.  Femi  shrugs  off  Moose’s  pump  kick  and  hits  a
spinebuster but cue the Colons for a distraction. Myers gets
in a shot with a System ring though and Moose spears Matt for
the pin at 10:20.



Rating: C+. Pretty wild match here with Moose getting a win to
move  himself  back  into  a  better  place  after  some  recent
losses. There is almost no way this whole thing is over though
as this is a mixture of some of the bigger stories in TNA.
Throw in Joe Hendry and it could get even bigger.

Post  match  Joe  Hendry  and  Elijah  come  in  to  cut  off  a
beatdown. Santino Marella makes Jeff Hardy vs. Moose in a
ladder match for the X-Division Title, and a ten man tag with
Hendry/Matt/Elijah/Leon Slater/??? vs. the System. The first
is a pretty big match to just throw out there like that.

Overall Rating: B-. Nice show here as they advanced a bunch of
stories on their way to Sacrifice in a few weeks. Sacrifice is
turning into a big enough show despite the bigger sows coming
up  in  the  following  weeks.  The  second  round  of  the  NXT
crossovers have been far better and Femi alone has made the
show feel more important. Good effort this week, with the
bigger stuff getting closer.

Results
Mike Santana b. Oro Mensah – Spin The Block
Tessa Blanchard b. Kelsey Heather – Buzzsaw DDT
Steve Maclin b. KC Navarro – KIA
Spitfire b. Ash By Elegance/Heather By Elegance – Pressure
Drop to Heather
Mance Warner b. Sami Callihan when Callihan used a chair
Frankie Kazarian b. Ace Austin – Slingshot cutter
The System b. Oba Femi/Hardys – Spear to Matt

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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Final  Resolution  2024:  They
Needed More Time
Final Resolution 2024
Date: December 13, 2024
Location: Center Stage, Atlanta, Georgia
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

It’s the last major show of the year and in this case we have
the  main  event  of  Nic  Nemeth  defending  the  World  Title
against…AJ Francis. That’s kind of a weird choice to make but
they only had two weeks to set the show up so there was only
so much to do. The real main event is a four way for the World
Title shot at Genesis so let’s get to it.

Countdown Show: Leon Slater vs. JDC

JDC  grabs  a  headlock  to  start  and  dances,  only  to  get
armdragged down so Slater can dance. The big dive to the floor
its teased before Slater hits a smaller dive to drop JDC
again. Back in and JDC hits some running shots in the corner
for two and we hit the chinlock. A Falcon Arrow gives JDC two
and it’s off to a front facelock.

Slater fights up for a leg lariat and a running dropkick gives
him a needed breather. Back up and JDC sweeps the leg in the
corner but it’s too early for Down And Dirty. Instead Slater
kicks him in the face on the top, setting up the big flip dive
out to the floor. The Swanton 450 misses though and JDC rolls
him up for the pin at 7:05.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/12/17/final-resolution-2024-they-needed-more-time/
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Rating:  C+.  I  have  no  idea  why  you  would  have  JDC,  the
designated  goon  of  the  System,  beat  Slater,  who  has  been
getting a minor push. It’s just a weird for the match and I’m
not  sure  I  get  it.  Slater’s  high  spots  were  the  usual
entertaining parts of his matches, but he has just enough more
to get by and that helps enough. A win would have helped more
though.

Countdown Show: Frankie Kazarian vs. Jonathan Gresham

As usual, Kazarian has to get in his usual special intro and
the distraction lets him jump Gresham. That doesn’t last long
on Gresham, who grabs a quick Octopus hold in the ropes. The
slingshot Fameasser in the ropes cuts Gresham off and a suplex
drops him again. Another suplex gets another two and Kazarian
works on a double arm crank.

Gresham fights up but gets pulled down into the chickenwing.
That’s reversed into the Octopus but Kazarian makes it over to
the ropes. Back up and Kazarian sends him to thee apron for
the slingshot cutter (that was a nice one), setting up a thumb
to the eye and the chickenwing for the win at 9:14.

Rating:  C+.  Well  what  in  the  world  was  that?  This  was
Gresham’s hometown and he loses by submission in the middle of
the ring? Yeah there was cheating but I’m not sure how wise it
is to have both good guys lose on the Countdown Show. Kazarian
needs to be in the building to threaten the cash in, but did
Gresham have to lose like that?

And now, the show proper.

The opening video looks at the major matches and doesn’t have
much of a theme.

X-Division Title: Moose vs. Kushida

Moose is defending and starts fast with a hard whip into the
corner. Kushida fights back but gets sent outside for a toss



into the steps. That’s almost good for a ten count but Moose
breaks it up, only to miss a charge (close enough) around the
ring and into the steps for a crash. Back in and Kushida
starts runs Moose’s fingers over the ropes as Moose’s arm is
already banged up.

A flipping kick to the head staggers Moose, who drops Kushida
with another hard slam. Moose slaps him in the face though and
Kushida fights up for Back To The Future and another near
fall. Kushida strikes away at the arm so Moose goes up, only
to dive into a Kimura. The rope is grabbed so Moose hits a
dropkick to set up the spear for the pin to retain at 10:52.

Rating: B-. There is something to seeing Kushida strike away
and crank on the arm like that, only for Moose to win through
raw power. It’s a fine story and it worked well here. Moose
has been powering through the division so far and that could
make for a long term story until someone can find a way to
stop him. If nothing else, it’s something new for him to do
and that is overdue.

We run down the card.

AJ Francis is ready to win the World Title.

The Rascalz vs. PCO/Sami Callihan vs. Jake Something

Something’s partner Hammerstone is injured and a replacement
wasn’t  found  so  this  is  something  of  a  handicap  match.
Callihan runs Wentz over to start but Something tags himself
in and drops Wentz with some running shoulders. PCO comes in
and gets struck down by the Rascalz, only to fight back and
hand it off to Callihan. PCO’s backbreaker drops Miguel and
everything breaks down with Wentz managing a German suplex on
Something.

A superkick into a crucifix bomb gets two on Something but
Callihan throws Wentz onto a pile at ringside. PCO dives onto
said pile but Something is back in with a powerbomb to send



Wentz onto Miguel. Sitout powerbombs hit Callihan and PCO (the
latter was impressive), only for PCO to pop back up. The
Rascalz  are  back  up  though  and  it’s  a  superkick  into  a
backbreaker into a middle rope Meteora combination to finish
Something at 10:57.

Rating: B-. Another fast paced match here with Something being
the logical person to take the fall here as he was coming in
with a handicap. PCO and Callihan could turn into a nice
resident  monster  team  while  the  Rascalz  are  already
established as a regular team. I could see them getting into
the title picture again and this might be a start on the way
there.

Post match the 23 appears again, prompting a WHAT WAS THAT
chant.

Eric  Young  gives  Steve  Maclin  a  pep  talk  before  the  #1
contenders match.

Trent Seven vs. Ace Austin

Austin slugs away to start and takes him down for a basement
dropkick to the floor. Back in and Seven gets in a cheap shot
to take over so the pace can slow down. A spinning slam gives
Seven two and we’re hitting the early frustration. Seven’s
chops just annoy Austin so a DDT takes Austin back down. A
powerbomb out of the corner lets Seven wipe himself with what
looked like a Chris Bey shirt, which is enough to wake Austin
up.

Austin drives him into the corner for some chops and a running
double stomp gets two. Seven catches him on top though and
it’s  a  Birminghammer  onto  the  apron  for  two,  with  Austin
having to put his foot on the rope. Some chops to the neck set
up the Seven Star Lariat but Austin slips away, only to get
caught with a piledriver for…one. Another Birminghammer is
countered into a DDT, meaning it’s the Art Of Finesse into the
Fold for the pin on Seven at 12:39.



Rating: C+. The ending with Austin doing his own version of
the 1-2-Sweet is a nice thing to see and hopefully we get to
see  the  team  version  again.  Austin  is  more  than  talented
enough to do something on his own but Bey is going to be on
everyone’s minds for a long time. Having Austin beat Seven is
a nice way to go, but it’s not like this is some epic feud.

Frankie Kazarian is ready for a big year and teases a cash-in.

Rosemary vs. Jordynne Grace

Grace powers her around to start but it’s too early for a
Juggernaut Driver. Some knees to the ribs stagger Rosemary but
she’s right back with the Upside Down. With that broken up,
Rosemary hammers away on the neck and kicks her in the ropes
for an early one. Rosemary plants her on the apron and hits a
shot off the steps, followed by a choke back inside.

A hard palm strike knocks Rosemary back but she rises up, only
to get dropped for two more. Grace cuts off a spear and knees
her down for another near fall. They go outside so Rosemary
can choke her on the ropes, earning her a hard drop onto the
ramp. Back in and another spear gives Rosemary her own near
fall  but  As  Above  So  Below  is  blocked.  Grace  hits  the
Musclebuster…but someone in a mask pulls the referee out.
We’ll call that a no contest at 10:00.

Rating: B-. These two were starting to pick up the pace a bit
here and it’s nice to not have Grace pick up another win when
she seems to be on her way out of the company in just a few
weeks (in theory at least). The other interesting here is that
the two of them have fought twice in the last few months and
both of them have ended in a no contest. That’s a nice little
way to protect Rosemary, which is nice to see as she’s quite
the star in the division.

Post  match  the  masked  woman  lays  out  Jordynne  Grace  and
it’s….Tessa Blanchard, who is returning after years away.



In the back, Blanchard says she’s back to take what is hers
and shoves Gia Miller down.

Joe  Hendry  vs.  Steve  Maclin  vs.  Josh  Alexander  vs.  Mike
Santana

For the World Title match at Genesis and Eric Young is on
commentary. It’s a brawl to start with Santana and Alexander
brawling in the ring. Maclin takes Santana’s place but Hendry
takes  Maclin’s  place.  The  fall  away  slam  is  blocked  and
Santana is back in to enziguri Maclin in the corner. Hendry’s
delayed suplex puts Maclin down but Alexander makes the save.
Back in and Alexander rolls some German suplexes on Maclin,
who manages to escape and fires off some clotheslines in the
corner.

Hendry is back in and avoids a middle rope dropkick from
Alexander in a Samoa Joe style sidestep. Santana breaks that
up and has the big staredown with Alexander. A middle rope
knee gives Alexander two and he drops Santana with a belly to
back.  Back  up  and  Santana’s  rolling  cutter  gets  two  on
Alexander, who gets lifted up for a Doomsday Blockbuster to
really leave him down.

Hendry is back up with a fall away slam but Maclin runs him
over with a running knee. Alexander goes up but gets caught
with a super fall away slam. Maclin hits the Jar Headbutt,
only to get hit with a frog splash to give Santana two. With
everyone else on the floor, Hendry hits a dive before he and
Maclin hit stereo clotheslines. Alexander whips out the zip
ties to tie Santana to the barricade before kicking Maclin
low. That’s enough to set up the C4 Spike but Hendry is back
up  with  the  Standing  Ovation  to  pin  Alexander  and  go  to
Genesis at 18:23.

Rating: B+. Yeah this was the big match coming in and it more
than delivered. There was only so much doubt about who was
going to win as Hendry had been presented as a main eventer



over the last few weeks, but now all that matters is that he
actually wins the title. I’d hope that is the case, but sweet
goodness  I’m  almost  scared  to  imagine  what  happens  if  it
doesn’t. Heck of a match here, and that is always nice to see.

Video on Chris Bey.

Nic Nemeth is ready for Joe Henry because he’s going to beat
AJ Francis tonight.

We recap Masha Slamovich defending the Knockouts Title against
Tasha Steelz. Slamovich finally vanquished Jordynne Grace but
now has to beat Steelz, who wants the title back.

Knockouts Title: Tasha Steelz vs. Masha Slamovich

Slamovich is defending and…here is Santino Marella to ban
Alisha Edwards from the building and make this Falls Count
Anywhere.. Slamovich kicks her down to start and gets two off
an early cradle. A dive drops Steelz (and security) for two
but Steelz is back up with a suplex onto the steps (geez) for
two. Back in and Steelz hammers away at the chest and grabs
the chinlock, which doesn’t last long. Slamovich knocks her
outside again, where Steelz grabs a hanging DDT for two.

Back in again and a superplex drops Steelz so they can slug it
out. Steelz has to slip out of a powerbomb attempt and rakes
the eyes, meaning it’s time to head to the apron. Neither can
hit a piledriver so they head to the ramp, where Steelz gets
two off a cutter. Steelz’s bulldog on the stage gets two more
but Slamovich gets annoyed at being rammed into the stage. A
few shots to the face set up a piledriver to retain the title
at 12:35.

Rating:  C+.  You  can  only  do  so  much  with  Steelz  as  a
challenger to a monster like Slamovich as it’s kind of hard to
imagine Steelz being a threat. The stipulation helped a bit,
but I couldn’t imagine anything Steelz could throw out there
being a threat to Slamovich. They didn’t go too nuts here and



the result was the right call.

We recap the Hardys defending the Tag Team Titles against the
System in a tables match. The System lost the titles at Bound
For Glory and then put the Hardys through a table, meaning
it’s time for revenge.

Tag Team Titles: Hardys vs. The System

The Hardys are defending in a tables match (elimination rules)
and it’s a brawl to start with the champs hammering away. Back
to back Plot Twists have the System on the floor and it’s time
for a table. There’s a Twist of Fate to Myers but Edwards is
back up for the save. A superplex saves Myers from being
eliminated  and  Matt  is  sent  through  a  table  for  the
elimination at 5:12. That leaves Jeff on the ramp but Matt
fights up and cutters Myers off the apron to even it up at
8:13.

Edwards  and  Jeff  fight  around  ringside  but  Edwards  gets
slapped by a fan (and slaps him right back, in what was
apparently not planned). Jeff uses the distraction to fight up
and hit a basement dropkick inside. Myers sends Matt into the
post and breaks up Jeff’s Twist of Fate. Jeff gets dragged
into the crowd, where the System sets up another table. Matt
makes the save with a chair and Edwards is put on the table
for a Swanton out of the balcony to retain the titles at
16:51.

Rating: C. The match was mostly wild but it felt like it was
there to hide what the Hardys can’t do anymore. There is only
so much you can ask from two guys who are past the age where
most stars hang it up and are very banged up after so many
years. Throw in the fact that the feud as already run out of
steam and there wasn’t much to see here. The Hardys being
featured players around here isn’t helping TNA’s reputation
and the match was nothing that we haven’t seen done better
multiple times.



We  recap  Nic  Nemeth  defending  the  World  Title  against  AJ
Francis. Nemeth is a fighting champion and Francis talked his
way into a title shot. Here we go.

TNA World Title: Nic Nemeth vs. AJ Francis

Nemeth  is  defending  and  Francis  has  KC  Navarro  with  him.
Francis yells a lot and gets superkicked for an early two. A
sleeper is broken up but Nemeth can’t slam him. Francis knocks
him down and here is Frankie Kazarian to join commentary. They
head outside where Francis drops him onto the apron but it’s
too early for the chokeslam back inside.

For some reason Francis goes up, earning himself a superkick
into a powerbomb for two. Nemeth drops a bunch of elbows for
two but gets kicked in the face for another near fall. Some
clotheslines and the running DDT put Francis down but he’s
right  back  up  with  a  spear.  A  Vader  Bomb  gets  two  with
Nemeth’s foot on the rope.

Navarro shoves it off, which is enough for an ejection to make
it one on one. Nemeth manages a quick Danger Zone for two but
Francis drops him again. Francis’ moonsault (oh dear) misses
and Nemeth hits a Fameasser for another near fall. A Roode
Bomb  of  all  things  gets  two  on  Nemeth  and  the  chokeslam
connects,  with  Nemeth  rolling  out  to  the  apron.  Francis
launches him back into the ring, where Nemeth hits a Fameasser
into the Danger Zone to retain at 15:15.

Rating: C. This was about as good as you could get as Francis
was little more than a filler challenger. That’s not the worst
thing in the world and they did try, but there is a reason
Francis has that reputation. The match just wasn’t anything
worth seeing and Nemeth was doing everything he could to hold
it together.

Post match Navarro comes in for the beatdown but Joe Hendry
makes the save. Nemeth and Hendry stare each other down to end
the show.



Overall Rating: C+. This show was pretty much thrown together
in a few weeks and it certainly felt like it. There was only
so much that you could get out of this card and only the four
way felt important. The rest of the show came off like it was
there because they needed a show this month. You can have good
action throughout, but it isn’t going to matter if the show
feels like pure filler, which is how most of this came off.

Results
JDC b. Leon Slater – Rollup with feet on the ropes
Frankie Kazarian b. Jonathan Gresham – Chickenwing
Moose b. Kushida – Spear
The Rascalz b. Jake Something and PCO/Sami Callihan – Middle
rope Meteora to Something
Ace Austin b. Trent Seven – Fold
Jordynne Grace vs. Rosemary went to a no contest when Tessa
Blanchard interfered
Joe Hendry b. Mike Santana, Steve Maclin and Josh Alexander –
Standing Ovation to Alexander
Masha Slamovich b. Tasha Steelz – Piledriver on the ramp
Hardys b. The System – Swanton to Edwards through a table
Nic Nemeth b. AJ Francis – Danger Zone

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
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Impact  Wrestling  –  November
14,  2024:  The  Fresh  Part
Helps
Impact Wrestling
Date: November 14, 2024
Location: Crown Arena, Fayetteville, North Carolina
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

We’re about two weeks away from Turning Point and thankfully
we’re off to some fresh tapings, meaning the wrestlers have
been able to move on a bit from the Chris Bey/Hijo del Vikingo
injuries. That had to shake things up a lot and maybe now we
can get a bit more back to normal. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Opening sequence.

Mike Santana vs. KC Navarro

AJ Francis is here with Navarro, who runs the ropes to start
but can’t hit much of anything. Instead, Santana sends him
outside and for a hard knockdown before easily blocking a
rollup back inside. Francis offers a distraction though and
Navarro scores with a dive to take over. A double stomp gets
two on Santana and a high crossbody gets the same. Santana
counters a hurricanrana into a powerbomb for two, followed by
Spin The Block for the pin at 6:25.

Rating: C. Sometimes you need to let an up and coming star
have an easy win and that’s what we got here. Santana is fresh
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off  beating  Moose  at  Bound  For  Glory  and  it  wouldn’t  be
surprising to see him get into the World Title picture soon
into the new year. Give him a nice win over Navarro in a
relatively short time and everything works out fine.

Ryan Nemeth is ready for Joe Hendry tonight and Nic Nemeth is
ready for Eddie Edwards at Turning Point.

We look at Trent Seven turning on Mike Bailey last week.

Seven  interrupts  the  Hardys  and  Ace  Austin,  who  aren’t
impressed with him. Jake Something and Hammerstone run in to
beat down the good guys.

Jake Crist/Alan Angels vs. Rascalz

Wentz works on Angels’ wrist to start and gets in a basement
dropkick, setting up a quick tribute to Chris Bey. Crist is
back  up  with  a  rolling  fisherman’s  suplex  for  two  before
Angels comes in with a double elbow. Miguel suplexes Angels
for a breather though and it’s off to Wentz to pick up the
pace. A running shooting star press gets two on Crist but
Angels crotches Wentz on top. Angels’ top rope splash gets two
but Miguel is back with a superkick. The backbreaker/double
stomp combination finishes Angels at 6:17.

Rating: C. Not much to this one but it was similar to the
opener, with Crist and Angels getting in some offense before
getting caught by the better team. The Rascalz need something
to do so giving them a short win is better than nothing until
they get some kind of a feud going. It wasn’t a bad match, but
it did feel like it was there to fill in time.

Spitfire is ready for Ash/Heather By Elegance.

Northern Armory vs. Eric Young/Jonathan Gresham/Steve Maclin

Maclin drops the lackeys to start and wants Alexander but
settles for handing it off to Gresham instead. A German suplex
drops Williams but Alexander gets in a cheap shot from the



apron  to  take  over  on  Maclin.  Alexander  grabs  a  northern
lights suplex for two and we take a break.

Back with Williams striking away on Maclin, who kicks him in
the face for a breather. Young comes in with his wheelbarrow
neckbreaker for two on Alexander as everything breaks down.
Gresham kicks away at Icarus, who grabs a swinging butterfly
suplex for two. Alexander can’t hit the C4 Spike as Gresham
kicks the leg out and goes up.

That’s broken up as well though and the Armory hits a C4
Spike/dropkick combination with Maclin making the save. Young
hits the Death Valley Driver on Alexander but Maclin hammers
away, meaning the top rope elbow can’t be dropped. Gresham
breaks up their argument and hits a dive but Alexander hits
the C4 Spike to pin Maclin at 12:49.

Rating: B. This took its time to get going but I was digging
it by the end. They had a fast paced match here and there were
a few near falls which served as some nice false finishes. The
argument between Maclin and Young makes sense as Alexander
continues  to  drive  everyone  nuts,  making  this  a  good  bit
better match than I was expecting.

Frankie  Kazarian  doesn’t  like  a  clip  of  Rhino  Goring  him
airing last week. Rhino comes in to threaten violence but
Kazarian gets on him for swearing. I knew I liked him for a
reason.

Steve Maclin wants Santino Marella to do something about Josh
Alexander. Then he yells at Eric Young, with Jonathan Gresham
coming in to say he’s letting them argue.

Ryan Nemeth vs. Joe Hendry

The fans are still way behind Hendry. Before the match, Hendry
has a director’s cut of Nemeth’s career highlight package.
It’s the same as last week and we even see it again. Nemeth
jumps him from behind to start and drops the big elbow for an



early two. The chinlock goes on for a bit, followed by the
chinlock to mix things up a bit. Nemeth goes up but Hendry
slams him down, setting up the fall away slam. The Standing
Ovation finishes for Nemeth at 4:35.

Rating: C. That’s all it needed to be, as Hendry is a big star
and  Nemeth  is….well  he’s  Nic’s  brother,  the  end.  There’s
nothing else to him and there isn’t much that can be done to
hide  that.  Hendry  needs  to  move  on  to  something  more
important, like getting back into the title picture (assuming
he isn’t still there) and a short win over the less famous
Nemeth is a fine enough way to start (or maybe continue) that
process.

Rosemary vs. Jada Stone

They chop it out to start until Rosemary easily takes her
down. Stone jawbreaks her way to freedom and gets in a kick to
the face, only to walk into As Above So Below to give Rosemary
the pin at 3:49.

Rating: C. This was just a step above a squash with Rosemary
getting the win to continue…whatever it is that she’s doing.
If nothing else, it’s better than having Wendy Choo drag her
down  again.  Rosemary  is  one  of  the  better  stars  in  the
division but she needs something to do and it needs to be
better than whatever she’s been doing.

Earlier today, the System had a celebration for themselves and
showed off their matching rings.

Here is Alisha Edwards to brag about the System and promise a
win in the main event. She also claims that she carried Masha
Slamovich, who interrupts and offers Edwards a title match
next week. Tasha Steelz comes out to glare but Jordynne Grace
says she’s waiting on the winner at Turning Point.

Preview for next week’s show.



Ryan Nemeth has been attacked and Nic Nemeth is concerned, but
Frankie Kazarian teases cashing in to distract him further.

Brian Myers vs. Nic Nemeth

Non-title and the Edwards’s are here with Myers. And here’s
Joe Hendry to join commentary. The threat of a superkick sens
Myers bailing to the floor but he comes back in with a quick
shot to take over. Nemeth slips out of a slam though and hits
a dropkick but the neckbreaker is countered into a backslide
for  two.  Eddie  gets  caught  interfering  though  and  that’s
enough for an ejection, only for Myers’ charge to miss and he
crashes out to the floor. Myers is fine enough to send Nemeth
shoulder first into the steps and we take a break.

Back  with  Myers  choking  on  the  ropes  and  grabbing  the
chinlock. Nemeth fights up with a clothesline into the Shot To
The Heart for two. Myers is back with an implant DDT for two
but the Roster Cut is countered into a jumping DDT. Nemeth
hits a Fameasser for two of his own so Alisha gets in a kendo
stick  shot.  Myers’  spear  connects  for  two  more  so  Hendry
carries Alisha to the back. The superkick and Danger Zone
finish for Nemeth at 14:20.

Rating: B-. Myers is a valuable thing to have on the roster as
he can work well with anyone and make them look good without
ever really losing any status. That’s a good hand to have and
Myers was doing his thing again here. Other than that, it
continues Hendry’s association with Nemeth, which should set
something up or Genesis or so at the latest.

Post match Eddie Edwards runs in for the beatdown but Hendry
makes the save with a kendo stick. Nemeth isn’t sure who
Hendry is swinging for though and an uneasy stare ends the
show.

Well maybe not as we see Steve Maclin getting into his car and
driving somewhere. To Be Continued.



Overall Rating: C+. This was the show that started the build
towards Turning Point and that means we should be in for the
better episodes coming up. Nemeth has a few people coming
after him and there are enough midcard feuds going on to make
the rest of the show work. The six man s a nice surprise and
the rest of the matches were good enough to keep the show
going. Turning Point still needs a lot of work, but they were
focusing on the main event stuff here, as they should have.

Results
Mike Santana b. KC Navarro – Spin The Block
Rascalz b. Jake Crist/Alan Angels – Backbreaker/double stomp
combination to Angels
Northern Armory b. Steve Maclin/Jonathan Gresham/Eric Young –
C4 Spike to Gresham
Joe Hendry b. Ryan Nemeth – Standing Ovation
Rosemary b. Jada Stone – As Above So Below
Nic Nemeth b. Brian Myers – Danger Zone
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Bound  For  Glory  2024:  Of
Course They Did
Bound For Glory 2024
Date: October 26, 2024
Location: Wayne State Fieldhouse, Detroit, Michigan
Commentators: Tom Hannifan, Matthew Rehwoldt

It’s the biggest night of the year in TNA and the show is
looking pretty solid. The main event is Joe Hendry challenging
Nic Nemeth for the World Title, but the show is billed as a
triple main event. The other two main events will see Jordynne
Grace defending the Knockouts Title against Masha Slamovich,
plus a three way Full Metal Mayhem match for the Tag Team
Titles. Let’s get to it.

Pre-Show:  Ash  By  Elegance/Heather  Reckless  vs.  Brinley
Reece/Xia Brookside

Reckless messes with Reece’s hair to start so Reece works on
her arm. Brookside comes in for a wheelbarrow splash, followed
by a double suplex. It’s off to Ash to kick away at Reece but
Reckless  gets  taken  down.  The  fans  want  Brookside  as  Ash
faceplants Reece into a basement dropkick (which isn’t exactly
smooth, with commentary saying is due to their inexperience as
a team, which seems to be intentional).

Reece fights out of Reckless’ chinlock and gets in a double
knockdown,  allowing  Brookside  to  come  back  in  with  some
clotheslines.  Broken  wings  connects  with  Ash  and  Reece’s
Codebreaker  gets  two.  It’s  back  to  Reckless,  whose  high
crossbody is rolled through so Reece can hit a TKO for two,
with the Personal Concierge putting the foot on the rope.
Brookside and the Concierge are ready to fight on the floor,
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but that leaves Reckless to hit a springboard Spanish Fly.
Rarefied Air finishes for Ash at 8:38.

Rating: C. Perfectly fine match here to get things going as
the fans are always going to want to see the Concierge get
beaten up. If nothing else, I’m glad they didn’t start the
biggest night of the year with an NXT star getting the win, as
it wouldn’t have felt right. Not a great match here, but the
fans were into it and that’s always a smart way to get things
going.

We get the Bob Ryder Hall Of Fame video. Ryder was a longtime
backstage worker in TNA and had a lot to do with building up
wrestling on the internet. He also worked in ECW and WCW and
helped develop a lot of the things that got the company on the
map. A bunch of wrestlers say thank you and we get quite the
THANK YOU BOB chant.

Eric Young is here to induct Ryder into the Hall Of Fame.
Young talks about Ryder being part of the original group that
made the company come together. Ryder worked in WCW and ECW,
becoming a pioneer in online wrestling discussion. Ryder was
in talent relations and did all kinds of things to make it
work for everyone. Young and Ryder were friends and spent
Christmas and Thanksgiving together and all of the Brazilian
steakhouses throughout the southeast miss him.

Despite everything he loved, he loved wrestling the most and
despite what one idiot backstage says, there is one King Of
TNA, and that’s Bob Ryder. Young holds up the plaque for Ryder
and another THANK YOU BOB chant wraps it up. You could hear
how much this meant to Young and there couldn’t have been a
better inductor.

We see the Rhino Hall Of Fame video. It looks at Rhino’s
career before TNA, along with various people talking about how
big of a deal it was for him to sign with the company. Rhino
signed up here because he believed in it.



Here is Tommy Dreamer to induct Rhino into the Hall Of Fame.
When he inducted Team 3D, he got 3D’d the next night. When he
inducted Raven, he got DDT’d. Whoever invented the phrase
“always a bridesmaid, never a bride”, he hates you. Dreamer is
excited to induct Rhino into the Hall Of Fame and goes over
Rhino’s career path, including coming to TNA. Rhino has found
the fountain of youth because he looks the same, works the
same and is the same as he has been for twenty five years. He
always says it’s the year of the Lions (we pause for the
chant) but this is the year of the RHINO.

This brings out Rhino for the YOU DESERVE IT chant, but he
says that’s not true. WE deserve it because the fans have been
here forever. Rhino talks about how much he loves Detroit and
hopes to die here. After mocking Dreamer a bit, Rhino thanks
his  girlfriend  for  being  here  but  he  won’t  be  proposing
because he doesn’t have the hardware. The fans boo, but Rhino
says it’s his night.

Rhino talks about how much he loves his daughter and how much
he wishes he had been there more often. He thanks a bunch of
people from Jim Cornette to Paul Heyman to WWE and more,
including  Heath  Slater.  This  brings  up  a  story  about  his
brother being diagnosed with cancer and being given a death
sentence. Slater would talk to him during the long car rides
and it was like the cancer went away. He thanks Slater for
being a friend and a brother.

Rhino talks about his faith in God and how he prays for the
family to get home save every time. His goal is to leave the
planet a bit better than he found it and that’s what he hopes
to do. One more thank you and he’s out. This was an excellent
speech and you could feel the emotion from Rhino. Easily one
of  the  best  induction  speeches  I’ve  ever  heard  for  an
induction  and  Rhino  does  deserve  it.

Steve Maclin thanks Eric Young for his help but he’s got Josh
Alexander by himself. Young is fine with that, but he’s got



Maclin’s back if Alexander brings help, which seems fine with
Maclin.

Call Your Shot Gauntlet

This is basically a 20 entrant Royal Rumble with 2 minute
intervals at first and then 1 minute intervals for everyone
else,  with  an  anytime  title  shot  to  the  winner.  We  have
standard over the top eliminations until there are two left,
when it becomes a one on one match. Frankie Kazarian is in at
#1 and Zachary Wentz is in at #2. Wentz takes him down in the
corner to start and then pulls Kazarian out of the air, only
to get caught with a Fameasser over the middle rope. Wentz
fights back again and knocks him into the corner as Jake
Something is in at #3 to run Wentz over.

Trey Miguel is in at #4 and picks up the pace as Wentz gets a
needed breather. Hammerstone is in at #5 and teams up with
Something to wreck various people. It’s not enough for an
elimination or anything, but it is quite the collection of
clotheslines. Rohit Raju is in at #6 and gets in an assortment
of stomps. Laredo Kid is in at #7 and is quickly knocked out
for the first elimination. Something tosses Miguel and it’s
Sami Callihan in at #8. That goes nowhere either and it’s John
Skyler in at #9 as Hammerstone seems to have been eliminated.

That means the pace can pick up a bit but no one is eliminated
so it’s Bhupinder Gujjar in at #10. Again the pace picks up,
including Gujjar having to skin the cat to survive an early
elimination attempt. Trent Seven is in at #11 as the ring is
starting to fill up. KC Navarro makes it even busier at #12
and is promptly powerbombed by Callihan. Rhino is in at #13
and  gets  rid  of  Raju,  Skyler  and  Gujjar  in  short  order.
Callihan is gone as well and it’s Tasha Steelz in at #14.
Steelz drops Navarro with a cutter but another one to Rhino
doesn’t go so well.

Lei Ying Lee is in at #15 and Steelz is quickly out. Jason



Hotch is in at #16 and dropkicks Seven in a hurry. Leon Slater
is in at #17 as Ying goes after Kazarian, who drops her with a
clothesline. Lee is out as Jonathan Gresham is in at #18.
Everyone is down so it’s JDC in at #19 to…stay on the floor
instead of getting inside. Slater hits his Swanton 450 but JDC
is right there to toss him out.

AJ  Francis  is  in  at  #20,  giving  us  a  final  grouping  of
Kazarian, Wentz, Something, Seven, Rhino, Hotch, Gresham, JDC
and Francis. Gresham goes after Francis but gets knocked out
in a hurry. The Down Payment gets rid of Seven and Hotch is
out shortly thereafter. Something and Wentz fight to the apron
and both gets eliminated.

We’re down to Kazarian, JDC, Rhino and Francis, with Rhino
tossing JDC. Francis gives Rhino a Gore of his own but Rhino
hits a clothesline to get rid of him. That leaves us with
Rhino and Kazarian in a singles match for the title shot so
Rhino hammers away. The referee has to duck a shot though and
Kazarian hits a low blow for the fast pin at 26:33.

Rating: C. These things are mainly about getting a bunch of
people on the card and there is nothing wrong with that. They
were blazing through the introductions, which is kind of what
has to be done in a match like this. Rhino was a great choice
for the push to the end, but Kazarian was almost destined to
win this as he already has a tie to tonight’s World Title
match.

And now, the show proper.

Ilona sings the National Anthem.

The  opening  video  hypes  up  Detroit  and  talks  about  how
important it is to wrestling history, with a look at the
people in the bigger matches, as well as TNA’s history in the
city.

X-Division Title: Mike Bailey vs. El Hijo del Vikingo



Bailey is defending and this is something of a dream match. We
get the big handshake of respect to start and the fans are
very pleased to start. They trade some snazzy rollups to start
until Vikingo manages to send him outside. That sets up the
big head first dive to drop Bailey as the fans continue to
approve.  Back  in  and  Bailey  starts  firing  off  the  kicks,
including some shots to the ribs for two.

Vikingo hits a kick of his own and, after avoiding a charge in
the corner, kicks Bailey out to the floor. That’s fine with
Vikingo, who bounces of the barricade and hurricanrans him
down again. Bailey is back up with a corkscrew dive to put
Vikingo down as well, meaning it’s time for a double breather.
A shooting star press misses for Bailey back inside so he
grabs the Green Tea Plunged for two instead.

Bailey hits a fisherman’s Falcon Arrow into a shooting star
press for two and we pause for a quick breather. Vikingo ducks
a superkick and hits a hard kick to the face of his own and
they’re both down again. Bailey wins a battle of the kicks and
even hits a crane kick to drop him again. The moonsault knees
set up a tornado kick and the Ultimate Weapon gets two. The
Flamingo Driver is countered into a Canadian Destroyer though
and Vikingo hits some running knees in the corner.

Bailey bails out to the floor but there’s a rope walk into a
corkscrew moonsault to drop Bailey again. Back in and Bailey
breaks up another 630, only for the moonsault knees to hit
apron. Vikingo’s Canadian Destroyer from the post to the apron
knocks Bailey silly again and they both go up top. That’s fine
with Bailey, who grabs something like a fisherman’s superplex
(Meteor Rain) for the pin to retain at 14:49.

Rating: B. The pretty much non-existent build to this match
didn’t make me think the title was in jeopardy, but that’s not
the worst thing. This was more about giving Bailey a hard
fought win over a top international name, which I’ll take over
trying  to  tie  everything  together  with  a  last  second



challenger. Rather good opener here, with two very exciting
stars.

We run down the pay per view card.

Knockouts Tag Team Titles: Spitfire vs. Rosemary/Wendy Choo

Spitfire is defending. Threat sends Choo into a slam from
Luna, who drops Threat onto her for a bonus. Rosemary comes in
and gets suplexed for two so it’s already back to Threat. Choo
busts out her special pillow (it’s dumb in NXT too) so the
pillow  gets  suplexed,  allowing  Choo  to  take  over.  Choo’s
running boot in the corner staggers Luna and a double dropkick
in the Tree of Woe makes it worse. A running clothesline out
of said corner gets Luna out of trouble and it’s back to Luna
to clean house.

The  middle  rope  dropkick  hits  Rosemary  and  a  powerbomb
connects for the same. Luna’s big dive takes Rosemary out
again but she has to save Threat from Choo. That just means a
DDT to put Luna down on the floor, setting up the big dive
from Threat. Back in and Rosemary spears Luna for two but Luna
reverses a double superplex into a double powerbomb. Threat
comes back in and strikes away but Rosemary hits Choo by
mistake. Threat sends both of them flying and the Pressure
Drop to Choo retains the titles at 10:28.

Rating: C+. As usual, the titles feel like they belong on a
regular TV match more than anything else, but it’s nice to see
something like an actual feud over the belts. Rosemary still
deserves better than Choo and hopefully that is coming soon,
as the pillow stuff is just nonsense. I’m not sure who is next
for the titles, but at least Spitfire is being built up.

Post match Rosemary spears Choo down to end the team.

We look at Frankie Kazarian cheating to win the Call Your Shot
gauntlet match.



Kazarian is reading Earl Hebner’s book and promises to raise
the hand of the World Champion at the end of the night.

Steve Maclin vs. Josh Alexander

The brawl is on in the aisle to start and Alexander is sent
hard into the steps. Maclin scores with the Scud and drops him
onto the apron as the bell has yet to ring. Alexander manages
a quick posting and the leg is wrapped around the post as
well. They both get inside and the bell rings with Maclin
fighting  back.  A  backbreaker  gives  Maclin  two  but  the
Jarheadbutt  misses.

Alexander knees him in the ribs and snaps off a bunch of
rolling German suplexes. Maclin reverses into his own rolling
German suplexes and they’re finally both down. The slug out
goes to Maclin, who ties him in the Tree of Woe, only to miss
the running shoulder. Alexander’s crossbody to the back knocks
him to the floor for two but Maclin is right back with an
Angle Slam.

A top rope superplex rolled into a Death Valley Driver for two
leaves  Alexander  staggered  but  the  referee  gets  bumped.
Alexander scores with a low blow and zip ties Maclin’s hands
behind his back. Maclin is able to avoid a charge though and
now the running shoulder hits the ribs. The Scud, still with
the hands tied (which is FINE with the referee), connects and
a running knee gets two on Alexander. Back up and Alexander
manages a Tombstone for two, setting up the ankle lock as
Maclin passes out at 14:45.

Rating: B-. The hard hitting aspect was good and I wanted to
see where it was going, but the zip tie thing completely lost
me. How is that either not a DQ or maybe something that earns
a quick stoppage? Other than that, Alexander winning was the
right call as he’s been losing a good bit lately, so this was
the best result, especially with Maclin being protecte.

We recap Matt Cardona vs. PCO in a Monster’s Ball match. Steph



de Lander has fallen for PCO and they got married, but Cardona
doesn’t approve. Now de Lander is off getting neck surgery, so
Cardona has to fight him on his own.

International Title/TNA Digital Media Title: Matt Cardona vs.
PCO

Monster’s Ball, meaning anything goes and PCO is defending
both titles. An early clothesline drops Cardona but he sends
PCO outside, where Cardona realizes there are no countouts.
That means Cardona joins him on the floor for some rams into
various steel objects, including dropping him back first onto
the steps. Cardona whips out a door but a nasty backdrop sends
him through it instead.

With Cardona on the floor, PCO loads up a dive, which is cut
off with a trashcan shot to the head. Another door, plus some
chairs (Cardona doesn’t know why his face isn’t on it) are
thrown in, with Cardona building up a structure with more
chairs underneath the bridged door. PCO fights back but gets
powerbombed through everything for two.

The bag of thumbtacks are pulled out, with some of the tacks
going into PCO’s mouth for the Reboot. PCO fights up so it’s
Radio Silence for two, with Cardona being stunned. A third
door is brought in but PCO breaks it over Cardona’s back. PCO
pulls  out  a  bag  of  his  own  containing…well  more  tacks
actually. Cardona gets in a low blow and finds a barbed wire
baseball bat. PCO fights up, chokeslams him into the tacks and
drops the PCOsault to retain at 13:16.

Rating: B-. It was violent and PCO gets his revenge, but these
things have become paint by numbers over the years. You can
almost guarantee the spots you’ll see, with doors instead of
tables this time around. PCO smashing through the annoying
Cardona is fine, but there was no big moment here that made
this one stand out in any significant way.

We recap Moose vs. Mike Santana. Moose is part of the System



and Santana has gone after the team. Santana wants to get into
the main event scene so he’s coming after the biggest name the
System has.

Mike Santana vs. Moose

Moose has JDC with him. The fight starts fast on the floor
with Santana sending him into the barricade. The referee goes
to check on Moose, allowing JDC to send Santana into the
steps.  They  get  inside  so  Moose  can  get  two  but  Santana
escapes a powerbomb and hits an enziguri. Santana’s running
Cannonball in the corner is countered into a powerbomb to give
Moose two more. A release Rock Bottom plants Santana and Moose
slaps away, only to miss a spinning high crossbody.

The  rolling  Buck  Fifty  gives  Santana  two  so  Moose  rolls
outside, where Santana hits a huge dive. Back in and a leg
lariat gives Santana two but Spin The Block misses. Santana
settles for a Death Valley Driver into the corner and a 450
gives Santana two. Back up and they go to the corner, where
Moose  tries  the  super  Sky  High  but  they  both  crash  down
instead.

A nasty powerbomb onto the apron has Santana in more trouble
but he beats the count at nine. JDC comes in with a chain
around his hand (works for the referee) but almost hits Moose,
earning himself a Spin The Block. Moose’s spar gets two and
the fans are into it again. Another spear is countered though
and Spin The Block finishes for Santana at 13:44.

Rating: B. There was no reason for Moose to win here, as
Santana has hit the ground running as a singles star and very
well could be moving into the World Title scene sooner rather
than later. What mattered here was getting Santana the biggest
singles win of his career and he fought back to overcome the
odds to get there. Perfectly acceptable match, with the result
being what matters.

We recap Jordynne Grace defending the Knockouts Title against



Masha Slamovich. Grace helped her out against the System and
now Slamovich wants another shot at the Knockouts Title. Grace
beat her before at Bound For Glory and now it’s time for the
showdown against a much improved Slamovich.

Knockouts Title: Jordynne Grace vs. Masha Slamovich

Grace is defending. Feeling out process to start with Grace
winning the battle over a lockup. Slamovich gets in some shots
of her own but Grace ties her in the ropes for a kick to the
leg. They head outside where Grace hits a rolling Death Valley
Driver for a near fall back inside. Grace starts kicking away
at the leg but it’s too early for the Juggernaut Driver.
Slamovich fires off some kicks but the leg is too banged up
for the full impact. A guillotine keeps Grace in trouble but
she powers up into a Jackhammer for two.

They go up top where Slamovich plants her back down, setting
up the Snowplow for a fast near fall. Slamovich knees her down
and hits a running spinwheel kick, only for Grace to knock her
down  again.  They  fight  back  up  and  Grace  runs  her  over,
setting  up  the  Juggernaut  Driver  for  two.  A  leglock
immediately goes on but Slamovich bails to the ropes. They go
up again, and this time it’s a super Snow Plow to bring Grace
down. A package piledriver gives Slamovich the pin and the
title at 12:42.

Rating: B. Take two powerhouses, let the beat on each other
until one of them can’t get up anymore. That’s all you had
here and it worked rather well, with Slamovich FINALLY getting
the big title win that she’s been needing. It was a good
powerhouse match too, and now we’ll have to see who is coming
after the title next. I’m not sure how much longer Grace has
on her deal around here, but odds are she’ll be in WWE sooner
than later, so this isn’t much of a setback.

We  recap  Joe  Hendry  challenging  Nic  Nemeth  for  the  World
Title. Hendry has been the hottest thing in the company and



now he needs to win the big one. Nemeth isn’t so sure of that,
but Frankie Kazarian, now with his guaranteed title shot, is
lurking around as guest referee.

TNA World Title: Joe Hendry vs. Nic Nemeth

Nemeth is defending and Frankie Kazarian is guest referee.
They go rather slowly to start with Hendry’s wristlock not
getting him very far so Nemeth hits a nice dropkick to really
stagger Hendry. The fans do NOT like Nemeth’s home state of
Ohio so Hendry running Nemeth over makes them feel better. A
rather delayed vertical suplex puts Nemeth down and Hendry
drops him again with some right hands.

There’s the fall away slam to send Nemeth flying but it’s too
early for the Standing Ovation. Instead Alexander grabs a pop
up powerbomb for two and the ankle lock goes on (as I remember
Kazarian is the referee, as he hasn’t been a factor thus far).
Nemeth makes the rope so Hendry puts him on top and grabs a
super fall away slam. Kazarian teases the cash in but Hendry
tells him to do his job instead.

That’s enough for Nemeth to hit a Fameasser for two, even with
Kazarian counting rather quickly. Hendry rolls through a high
crossbody and hits an AA for another near fall. They fight out
to  the  apron,  with  Nemeth  planting  him  down  with  Hendry
falling out to the floor. Kazarian tries to cash in again but
John Bradshaw Layfield is here to give him the Clothesline
From JBL.

Another Clothesline takes Hendry down and there’s a third to
take out Nic’s brother Ryan Nemeth. Back in and Nic, who might
not have seen what happened, hits Danger Zone and another
referee comes in to count two. The superkick is countered but
Nemeth counters the counter into Danger Zone to retain at
15:10.

Rating: B-. Yes really, JBL just helped cost Joe Hendry the
World Title in the main event of Bound For Glory. I don’t care



if Hendry is leaving next week (which he isn’t), you need to
give him the title here. Hendry has been the next big thing
for way too long around here, but instead of going with the
title change, we’re sticking with the TNA tradition of NOT
going with what the fans are begging to see. The match was
good but not great, with a rather slow pace until the big
messy finish. Which was about JBL.

We look at the Hall Of Fame inductions.

Genesis is back on January 19, a Sunday.

Here’s what’s coming on Impact.

We recap the Tag Team Titles in Full Metal Mayhem. The Hardys
and ABC both want the belts back do we’ll do it in TNA’s
version of TLC.

Tag Team Titles: Hardys vs. ABC vs. The System

The System is defending and it’s basically Tables, Ladders And
Chairs. The ring is all painted up in something Jeff Hardy had
to design, complete with something like a ramp on the floor in
front of the hard camera. We starts slowly as the champs get
double teamed to the floor with Poetry In Motion.

Bey takes them out with a dive and a bunch of chairs are
brought in, but instead we get Austin splashing Myers through
a table out in the crowd. Matt legdrops Eddie off a ladder
through  another  table  so  we’re  down  to  challengers  vs.
challengers at the moment. The Hardys take over inside, with
the Plot Twist taking Bey down. Jeff gets knocked into the
corner for Poetry In Motion but comes back with some ladder
shots.

ABC grabs a specialty ladder and tries to climb but it takes
too long to hold up, allowing the Hardys to make the save. The
big ladder is bridged in a regular ladder, basically cutting
the ring in half. They grab chairs and walk across the bridge



until  Austin  and  Jeff  get  knocked  onto  the  bridged  part,
leaving everyone down. The System returns from the dead to
pour a bunch of ladders out before setting up a bunch of
tables (which are all painted as well).

The Hardys are put through the tables but Bey breaks up the
Conchairtos. The 1-2-Sweet takes Myers down and Bey goes up
but gets Blue Thunder Bombed off the ladder for another crash.
Matt tries to climb, only to get pulled down with the Art Of
Finesse. Myers and Bey go up the ladder to slug it out but Bey
is left hanging. Myers hits a spear off the ladder ala Edge in
2001 and everyone is down.

It’s Matt coming back in with a chair, which he wraps around
Edwards’ neck for the Twist Of Fate. Jeff brings in the really
big ladder and Swantons Myers through a table at ringside.
Austin goes up so here is Alisha Edwards to break it up. Matt
takes out Alisha but Eddie goes up, only for the Hardys to
throw chairs at him and powerbomb him off the ladder through
tables at ringside. That’s enough for the Hardys to win the
titles at 27:17.

Rating: D+. As soon as the Hardys were announced for the
match, you could tell what was coming. As soon as it was
announced as Full Metal Mayhem, you knew it wasn’t going to be
very good. But then they went nearly half an hour in slow
motion, with the whole thing being a Hardys tribute, because
the Hardys have to win everything.

The painted ring, ladders and tables were little more than an
eyesore and didn’t help anything. Also, why would TNA allow
the challengers to set up the mood of the match or whatever it
was? Shouldn’t that be the System’s deal? Either way, rather
weak main event, as the Hardys just cannot do this anymore.
Naturally, they’re the Tag Team Champions and get the big,
ahem, feel good moment to end the show.

The Hardys celebrate with the fans to wrap it up.



Oh and one more thing:

I was watching on TNA+, the official TNA streaming service.

Show ends, Thanks For Watching graphic comes up. Fine.

Below that.

“Don’t Miss Bound For Glory On October 26!”

Overall Rating: B-. And that’s TNA in a nutshell: they have
some  good  stuff  (most  of  the  matches  were  completely
acceptable or better) and a nice moment with Slamovich FINALLY
winning the title, only to entirely overthink the ending of
the two biggest matches. Hendry winning the title, even if he
loses it back on Thursday, was what the fans wanted to see.
Instead, they got JBL and Ryan Nemeth getting involved before
Hendry lost pretty much clean (he fought back up and even
tried his finisher, so he at least had a chance).

Then there’s the main event, which was roughly the 14th time
this promotion has paid tribute to the Hardys. They’re a great
team and legends and everything, but that doesn’t mean they
need to win the titles in the main event of your version of
Wrestlemania. Right now, TNA needs something to fire the fans
up.

That could have been Hendry, but instead they have a bunch of
rather aged champions (save for Mike Bailey, 36, the youngest
men’s champion is 44 year old Nic Nemeth). You can be older
and still more than hang in the ring, but you might want to go
with some people whose heyday wasn’t 15+ years ago.

Overall, this show was good, but it had the same problem that
has plagued TNA for almost its entire history: they won’t just
give the fans what is right there in front of them. I liked
most of the show and most of it worked, only for the last two
matches  to  leave  a  really  bad  taste  in  my  mouth.  That
shouldn’t  be  happening  very  often,  and  it  is  almost  a



tradition  around  here.

Results
Ash  By  Elegance/Heather  Reckless  b.  Brinley  Reece/Xia
Brookside  –  Rarefied  Air  to  Reece
Frankie  Kazarian  won  the  Call  Your  Shot  Gauntlet  last
eliminating  Rhino
Mike Bailey b. El Hijo del Vikingo – Meteor Rain
Spitfire b. Rosemary/Wendy Choo – Pressure Drop to Choo
Josh Alexander b. Steve Maclin – Ankle lock
PCO b. Matt Cardona – PCOsault
Mike Santana b. Moose – Spin The Block
Masha Slamovich b. Jordynne Grace – Package piledriver
Nic Nemeth b. Joe Hendry – Danger Zone
Hardys b. The System and ABC – Hardys pulled down the titles
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Impact  Wrestling  –  October
24, 2024: Get Ready For Glory
Impact Wrestling
Date: October 24, 2024
Location: Skyway Studios, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan

We’re two days away from Bound For Glory and the show is
pretty much set. There are still some matches that could use a
final push towards the show though and that is what we will be
seeing here. Other than that, there is still the chance that
we could be seeing something added to the show at the last
minute so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Jake Something vs. Frankie Kazarian vs. AJ Francis vs. Sami
Callihan vs. Laredo Kid vs. Jason Hotch

One fall to a finish, the winner is #20 in the Call Your Shot
gauntlet  match  and  the  person  who  loses  the  fall  is  #1.
Kazarian wants his special introduction but gets dropkicked
outside for his efforts. Kid and Hotch are left in the ring
with Kid flipping him around. Something comes back in but
Francis knocks him down to take over.

Francis teases the dive but stops instead, only for Callihan
to take him out. Kid breaks up Callihan’s dive so Callihan
throws him onto the pile and a triplebomb puts Francis down
for two back inside. Hotch hits a tornado DDT on Something but
Kazarian  is  back  in  with  the  slingshot  cutter  for  two.
Callihan Stunners Something and hits the Cactus Driver 97 on
Kazarian…but Francis steals the pin on Kazarian at 6:57.
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Rating: C+. What do you want from something like this? It’s
supposed  to  be  a  random  scramble  match  with  one  person
stealing the pin. That’s exactly what we got here with the
people getting in their stuff until Francis stole the pin.
Francis  makes  sense,  though  Kazarian  being  there  at  the
beginning and already having a spot at the end of the pay per
view in the World Title match is scary.

Jonathan Gresham is ready to prove he’s the best in the world
and he’ll start against Josh Alexander.

Mike Santana is walking through his childhood neighborhood and
talks about how tough they made him. He’s ready for Moose.

It’s time for a launch party, with Ash By Elegance and the
Personal Concierge coming out around a champagne and punch
table. We meet the new Heather Reckless, who looks quite a bit
like  Ash.  Fans:  “BASIC  WHITE  GIRL!”  The  women  toast  the
champagne but here is Xia Brookside to say the excitement is
almost as fake as the two of them. She doesn’t like what they
did to Brinley Reece so here is Reece to help send the women
into the beverages.

Josh Alexander vs. Jonathan Gresham

The Northern Armory is here with Alexander. They take their
time to start before grappling to a standoff. Alexander works
on the arm and Gresham can’t quite flip his way to freedom. An
armdrag to the floor works a bit better and Gresham posts him
for a bonus as we take an early break.

Back with Alexander getting in some cocky kicks to the head
but Gresham scores with an enziguri. A springboard armdrag
sends  Alexander  outside,  setting  up  four  straight  dives,
followed by a middle rope moonsault. Back in and Gresham slips
on a springboard, setting up an exchange of rollups for two
each. The C4 Spike is blocked so Alexander settles for an
ankle  lock.  That’s  broken  up  as  well  so  Alexander  grabs
something from his headgear and knocks Gresham silly. The C4



Spike finishes Gresham off at 12:48.

Rating: B-. This was the kind of match that boosts Alexander
up on his way to a big showdown at Bound For Glory. Gresham
has enough status left over from his time in Ring Of Honor and
he’s not going to be hurt by losing to a multiple time World
Champion. The action was good enough too and that’s all it
should have been.

Post match the beatdown is on so Steve Maclin runs in with a
chair for the save, only to get beaten down. The villains zip
tie him to the ropes but some wrestlers run in to cut off a
big chair shot to the head.

Mike Santana is still in New York and still from the streets.
He was on the way to jail or the morgue but he got in the ring
instead. These vignettes have been great.

Wendy Choo vs. Jody Threat

Rosemary is here with Choo. They go with some grappling to
start before heading out to the floor. Choo gets in a posting
to take over and Threat is slammed off the top back inside to
make it worse. The chinlock doesn’t last long as Threat comes
up for the double clothesline. Threat’s German suplex and
clothesline get two but Rosemary gets on the apron for a
distraction. The half nelson slam finishes for Choo at 7:04.

Rating: C. Rather to the point here as we have a match that
helps set up a less than interesting showdown on Saturday.
Choo and Rosemary as the creepy team is better than nothing as
challengers for the Knockouts Tag Team Titles but it’s still
only so good. Thankfully they didn’t waste time here and got
to the point, even with Dani Luna not here for some reason.

The System is ready to win their matches at Bound For Glory.

Bound For Glory rundown.

The System vs. Hardys/ABC



ABC clears Moose out to start and the rest of the System is
sent outside as we take a break. Back with Jeff slugging away
at JDC and suplexing Edwards. Myers comes in for a cheap shot
though and we hit the chinlock. That’s broken up and it’s Matt
coming in to clean quite a bit of house.

It’s of to Bey, who gets distracted by Alisha Edwards, meaning
a four way stomping can ensue on the floor as we take another
break. Back again with Myers suplexing Bey for two but the
Roster Cut is blocked. Austin comes back in to pick up the
pace  and  we  hit  the  parade  of  finishers.  The  1-2-Sweet
finishes JDC at 12:09.

Rating: C+. This was a way to get everyone in the ring before
the  three  way  tag  match  on  Saturday,  with  JDC  being  the
designated jobber. I’m still expecting the Hardys to take the
titles in the “feel good” moment at Bound For Glory, but ABC
getting the titles back is certainly not out of the question.
For now though, a nice preview and that’s all it needed to be.

Post  match  the  villains  take  out  the  winners,  with  Mike
Santana’s save attempt not exactly working.

Santino Marella is here to moderate the contract signings for
the Knockouts and World Title matches. After all four come to
the ring, Slamovich says she’s said everything there is to say
and promises to win the title. Slamovich signs and Grace says
we know how this will go. Nothing will change from their first
match and she signs.

That leaves Hendry, who talks about playing a lawyer the first
night he saw Nemeth. That night, no one knew his name but
everything has changed, because now they are chanting his
name. On Saturday, they will be chanting WE BELIEVE and he
signs. Nemeth wants Hendry focused on Bound For Glory, because
he doesn’t plan on losing. He signs as well, leaving Marella
stunned  that  this  worked,  but  cue  Frankie  Kazarian  to
interrupt.



Kazarian went to the Earl Hebner Referee Academy and went over
Marella’s head to get the referee spot. Marella means nothing
at  Bound  for  Glory  because  he  is  the  law.  Nemeth  drops
Kazarian and it’s a Cobra to put him down again. Everyone but
Santino puts him through the table, setting up the four way
staredown to end the show. Kazarian is going to be a factor,
but him being in the Call Your Shot and still being there in
the end needs to be a red herring, as another cash in title
change to end the show would be terrible.

Overall Rating: C+. This was one of those shows that is always
hard to pull off, as the show was all but set and they only
had to put on the finishing touches. The good thing is they
did a nice job of reinforcing what was already set up and
didn’t make me lose any interest in the pay per view. Saturday
is what matters the most though and now we should be ready for
the big show.

Results
AJ Francis b. Jake Something, Frankie Kazarian, Sami Callihan,
Laredo Kid and Jason Hotch – Cactus 97 Driver to Kazarian
Josh Alexander b. Jonathan Gresham – C4 Spike
Wendy Choo b. Jody Threat – Half nelson slam
ABC/Hardys b. The System – 1-2-Sweet to JDC
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