Smackdown — August 30, 2013:
The Eruption Is Coming

Smackdown
Date: August 30, 2013
Location: Thomas and Mack Center, Las Vegas, Nevada

Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We close out August with Daniel Bryan on a bad run of luck. For four
straight shows now he’s been left laying by Randy Orton and the new
Corporation, but luckily for him the fans are still WAY into him. That'’s
only going to last for so long though until the fans start to view him as
a guy who got lucky against Cena instead of an elite level star. Let’s
get to it.

Theme song opens us up.

We get things going with MizTV featuring guests Big Show and Dolph
Ziggler. Miz says the three of them were all on the stage along with
forty other superstars while Daniel Bryan had to run the Shield gauntlet.
They were all told that if they said anything, HHH would make them
miserable. However, Miz thinks it’s time for them to speak up about how
the WWE is being run. Big Show says that was one of the hardest things
he’s ever had to do. Ziggler is nervous to say anything and says let Big
Show keep going. Miz is about to say something when HHH cuts him off.

HHH thinks MizTV is cool but wants to hear what Miz was about to say
before he came to the ring and why Miz isn’t in a suit. Miz says you
never know when a fight could break out and wants to know if he can ask
HHH a question. HHH says no he can’t and asks why these three are taking
the Daniel Bryan route and making it personal. They shouldn’t be jealous
of Randy Orton. After all, Orton isn’t a guy who talks a lot but can’t
back it up or a guy who just happens to be big, but (to Ziggler) at least
he’s big enough.
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HHH talks about how Orton being champion is what’s best for business,
meaning it makes more money for all of them. Miz is jealous because he
can’'t get near the WWE Championship again, but since HHH is in a good
mood he’'s giving Miz a shot at Randy Orton tonight. HHH saw Ziggler
looking miserable because he lost to the Shield in a 3-1 handicap match,
so tonight he gets a rematch with all three guys. That leaves Big Show,
who gets the night off. Instead he gets to sit next to the announcers and
do nothing about it whatsoever. Show looks like he wants to chew through
steel but goes and sits down.

Randy Orton vs. The Miz

Non-title of course with Big Show at ringside. Orton takes Miz into the
corner to start and we get a clean break. Miz jumps over Orton in the
corner and clotheslines him down but Orton easily escapes a Figure Four
attempt. Orton staggers him with a headbutt and gets two off a dropkick.
Miz is tossed to the floor as Orton is doing a good job at making his
usual spots into heel moves. Miz is dropped back first onto the barricade
for two back inside.

We hit the chinlock but Miz fights up and pounds on Orton in the corner
until the referee pulls him away. The running clothesline in the corner
sets up Miz'’'s top rope ax handle, only to have Orton kick him out of the
air. The Elevated DDT is countered into a backdrop to the floor...and here
comes Shield as we take a break. Back with Shield standing between the
ring and the ramp as Orton sends Miz into the barricade.

The fans chant for Big Show as Orton throws Miz back inside for two.
Orton does the circle stomp and hits another chinlock but Miz fights up
with some elbows. A neckbreaker gets two for Miz but Orton escapes the
Skull Crushing Finale. Now the Elevated DDT connects but Miz counters the
RKO into a backslide for two. A dropkick to the knee sets up the Figure
Four and Orton is in trouble. Randy finally makes a rope and jumps to his
feet for the RKO and the pin at 10:02 shown of 13:02.



Rating: C+. Nice match here as Miz can have a decent performance against
the right kind of opponent. The Figure Four still needs to go though as
it just doesn’t fit the rest of Miz's offense at all. As has been said
many times, the guy used one move to get to the WWE Title and to the main
event of Wrestlemania, so why would he need to change things? Good match
here and a good win for Orton who got a clean pin.

Shield comes in for the post match beatdown but Bryan makes a save with a
chair, sending the place into a frenzy. THIS is what they’ve been needing
to do for weeks now.

Los Matadores are still coming.

Vickie yells at Bryan for what he just did and gives him a match with
Ryback as a result.

We recap the Punk/Heyman/Axel segment from Raw. Thank goodness the fans
were chanting Walrus instead of Boring because that was a great segment.

Rob Van Dam vs. Damien Sandow

Sandow says he’ll win and win and win until he’s world champion. Other
than the winning part, he might be right and that’s kind of scary. Rob
hits a quick kick to take over and jumps up top for a legdrop of all
things, good for two. Sandow comes back by sending him shoulder first
into the post followed by the Russian legsweep and the Wind-Up Elbow for
two. Big Show is still at ringside in case you were wondering. Sandow
hooks the chinlock but Rob quickly fights up and snaps off a
hurricanrana. Damien slows RVD down with a big boot but Rob hits a
springboard kick to the face and the Five Star gets the pin at 2:37.

Post match here’s Alberto who insults both Ricardo and RVD. Del Rio warns
RVD to not sleep with the dogs because he’ll wake up with fleas.



Dolph Ziggler vs. Shield

Rollins starts for Shield but Dolph knocks the other two members off the
apron before going after Seth. A cross body gets two for Dolph and he
pounds away on Rollins’ head. Rollins gets him into the Shield corner for
some stomping and it’'s off to Reigns. A Samoan drop from the Samoan gets
two and Ambrose comes in to talk trash and pound away. The fans chant for
Ziggler as JBL is having a great time watching this destruction.

Dean shouts at Ziggler in the corner so Ziggler slaps him in the face and
backdrops the US Champion to the floor. Ziggler can’t follow up though so
it's back to Rollins who counters the Fameasser into the always awesome
looking buckle bomb. Reigns comes in off a blind tag and spears Ziggler
out of his boots for the pin at 4:00.

Rating: C-. What else could they have done here? Thankfully this doesn’t
hurt Ziggler and I could see him getting the US Title shot at Night of
Champions. That spear from Reigns continues to be awesome as I don't
remember anyone ever throwing their legs in the air like he does. It
looks like he’s almost flying through the other person and it looks great
every time.

Post match Shield chokes Ziggler on the ropes and taunts Big Show. The
Triple Bomb leaves Ziggler laying and Big Show seething.

Here are Heyman and Axel with something to say. Axel introduces us to
another clip of Heyman attacking Punk on Raw. Heyman wants to know what
the fans want from him. Are they mad at him for the beating he gave his
prodigal son on Monday? He isn’t sorry for what he did because the fans
voted him into that situation. Did they think he was going to take his
beating like a man?

For 434 days he and Punk were the reigning WWE Champion and every single
one of their opponents were put down using Heyman’s plans and Punk'’s

implementation. Every time Punk has come up against Heyman, it’s been



Punk on his back, looking up at his mentor. This brings us to Night of
Champions, where Heyman might have to face Punk on his own again.

If that happens, the fans are expecting to see Punk beat Heyman into the
ground, and Heyman is indeed afraid. If Punk gets his hands on him, you
won’t see Paul Heyman again. However, that fear could be Punk’s worst
enemy. Look at what Heyman has done to Punk out of love and think about
what he could do if he was facing a beating at Punk’s hands. More

greatness from Heyman here.

Wyatt Family vs. Tons of Funk

Harper starts with Tensai and the fat man knocking Luke to the floor.
Tons of Funk hit a double standing splash to Harper but Rowan breaks up
the big splash. Harper kicks Tensai in the face and it’s the discus
lariat and splash combination for the pin on Tensai at 1:13. This was
pretty sloppy for a seventy five second match.

Wyatt hits Sister Abigail on Tensai post match.

Los Matadores are still coming. That hasn’t changed in the last hour.

We look at the AJ promo against the Total Divas from Monday.

Ryback vs. Daniel Bryan

Ryback has a new split color singlet. Thankfully we only hear about the
Escalade for the first time during Bryan’s entrance. Bryan charges right
at him but gets shoved across the ring with ease. A slam puts Bryan down
as Big Show looks on with a worried look. Ryback fires off some hard
shoulders into the corner for two but after staggering Bryan with a
headbutt, Ryback misses a charge into the post.

Bryan starts firing off the kicks and hits a running dropkick to the



chest in the corner. Ryback rolls to the floor for the FLYING GOAT as
Orton strolls down to the ring. The distraction allows Ryback to run
Bryan over as we take a break. Back with Bryan fighting out of a chinlock
and firing off kicks to the legs.

Daniel loads up the running clothesline but gets caught in a hard
spinebuster for no cover. The Meat Hook connects for two s Ryback loads
up a belly to belly superplex. Bryan doesn’t feel like dying today so he
headbutts Ryback down and hits the missile dropkick. Here come the kicks
and the big one to the head is good for two. There’s the YES Lock but
Orton comes in for the DQ at 6:25 shown of 9:25.

Rating: C+. These two have good chemistry together as Bryan knows how to
play the David role to Ryback’s Goliath as well as anyone else. Bad
character development and horrid win/loss record aside, there’s potential
in Ryback as a monster heel. Good match here as I'm come to expect from
these two.

Bryan is ready for Orton and catches him in the YES Lock but here’s
Shield for the save. Big Show is out of his chair and looks like he's
about to explode. He finally slides into the ring but doesn’t touch
anyone. HHH comes raving down the aisle, demanding that Big Show get out
of the ring. Show stays in the ring and stares down at HHH before finally
climbing out. He looks like he’s about to cry as HHH demands he go to the
back.

The beating on Bryan continues as the announcers go into serious silent
mode. Orton has Shield hold Bryan for more punishment and walks Bryan
around the ring to look at all the people. The Batista thumbs up/down
thing sets up the Triple Bomb and in case we haven’t channeled enough
heel stables for you yet, Orton spray paints NO on Bryan'’s chest to end
the show. This would be the fifth consecutive show where Daniel Bryan has

been left laying since winning the WWE Championship.

Overall Rating: B. I really liked tonight’s show as they treated it like



things mattered. I'm liking the main story more and more as it’s
reminiscent of 1998 when Undertaker refusing to fight Kane as Kane
destroyed more and more people. At least we can almost guarantee the
matches will be better this time around though. Overall though the show

came off quite well with almost everything being at least good.

They could be on the verge of something huge here if they play their
cards right, but they can’t keep having Bryan get destroyed forever. The
silver lining though is Bryan isn’t losing matches and is being beaten
down by impossible odds, so once he gets backup (which is clearly
coming), he can fight Orton on level ground and get his big win.

Results

Randy Orton b. The Miz — RKO

Rob Van Dam b. Damien Sanodw — Five Star Frog Splash

Shield b. Dolph Ziggler — Spear

Wyatt Family b. Tons of Funk — Splash to Tensai

Daniel Bryan b. Ryback via DQ when Randy Orton interfered

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews, and pick up my
new book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon
for just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:




Smackdown - August 23, 2013:
Randy Orton Is A Pretty Man

Smackdown
Date: August 23, 2013
Location: Rabobank Arena, Bakersfield, California

Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s an interesting time in WWE as we have our first heel super stable in
several years and they can do whatever the like because “we own the
place.” The two questions at the moment are what will Daniel Bryan do to
fight these guys off and who will step up to help him in the war. 0dds
are we won't find out until Monday. Let’s get to it.

We get clips from the main events of Summerslam.
Theme song.

Here's Vickie Guerrero to open us up. She’'s cleared the air with HHH and
brings out Randy Orton, actually pronouncing the T for a change. Orton
talks about being a role model and about how he didn’t lie at all during
this whole thing. He said he would be cashing in MITB very soon and
that’s exactly what he did. No one should have been surprised when he won
the title on Sunday. The only person who should have been surprised was
Orton himself, as he didn’t expect HHH to do what he did, even though he
didn’t need the help. Orton says he’s the face of the WWE but here’s

Bryan to disagree.

Before Bryan addresses the face of the WWE, he wants to say what he was
trying to say on Raw: thank you John Cena for giving him the chance at
Summerslam and for wrestling with a torn tricep. That one chance let him
know what it feels like to be WWE Champion. As for the face of the WWE,
it’s already time for that face to change. Bryan doesn’t look like Randy
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Orton. Orton is tall, chiseled and just pretty.

Bryan sees why HHH likes him so much, but Orton is also arrogant. He’s
been handed every opportunity because he’s a third generation wrestler
and it’s been his Golden Ticket. Bryan can’t get over how pretty Orton is
and asks the fans to cheer for Orton because of it. Randy is so pretty
that it makes Daniel want to kick him in the face.

Bryan has had to work his way up through the high school gyms wrestling
on infected mats to get where he is today because he isn’t tall and isn’t
pretty. However, he can wrestle and beat Orton for the WWE Championship.
Bryan is entitled to a rematch and he wants it tonight. Say it along with
Orton and I: Wait until the pay per view. They stare at each other and
Orton tries an RKO, only to be dropkicked to the floor. Solid segment
here with Bryan sounding like a natural rival to Orton and laying out the
basic story. Orton saying he didn’'t know HHH was going to help him is
interesting as well.

Vickie rants about Bryan on the phone and says someone needs to teach him
a lesson. Wade Barrett comes in and says he doesn’t like Bryan either, so
he’d be willing to take care of him tonight. Vickie says ok and makes it
a no holds barred match. No make it extreme rules. Or inside a cage.
Wasn’t Vickie supposed to be all mega evil this time or something?

Cody Rhodes vs. Curtis Axel

Non-title. Feeling out process to start with Cody tripping Axel down to
the mat. Curtis comes back with a great dropkick but Cody heads to the
apron for a springboard dropkick of his own. Curtis rolls outside but
moves before Cody can dive on him. Cody’s back is rammed into the apron
as we take a break.

Back with Curtis dropping elbows for two before hitting a Hennig necksnap
for the same. We hit the chinlock for a bit but Cody avoids a middle rope

fist a few seconds later. The Disaster Kick misses but Cody gets two off



a sunset flip out of the corner. Heyman’s distraction breaks up the
moonsault press and Axel hits his neckbreaker into a faceplant for the
pin at 3:55 shown of 6:55.

Rating: D+. So we build Cody up for weeks and then have him lose in less
than seven minutes with the title not even on the line. To be fair
though, Cody had almost a month of wins under his belt so it was long
past time to bring him back to earth. He might jump to TNA or the UFC or
Hollywood and we wouldn’t want to make money off of him while we could
right?

Post match Heyman wants to talk about CM Punk. He talks about being in
emotional pain along with his physical pain because he made Punk the best
in the world and then was betrayed. Punk lost to Lesnar at Summerslam and
now Punk is in a downward spiral. Under Heyman’s leadership, Axel has
notched victory after victory and no one has been able to take the title
from him. Axel challenges Punk to an Intercontinental Title match on Raw

because he can’t lose with Heyman in his corner.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Big E. Langston

Langston jumps Ziggy before the bell and throws him around the ring with
ease. The bell rings and Dolph avoids a charge in the corner, only to be
slammed down for two. Langston gets two off a splash and we hit the
chinlock. Dolph fights up and sends Big E. into the post before taking
him down with a neckbreaker. A dropkick drops Big E. again and Ziggler
counters a powerbomb into an X-Factor for two. AJ gets in a cheap shot on
Ziggler and Langston runs him over for two. The Big Ending is escaped and
Ziggler hits the Zig Zag for the pin at 2:01. Langston loses with a pre-
match advantage and interferance. So much for him.

Christian vs. Alberto Del Rio

Non-title here. Del Rio pounds away in the corner to start but gets

backdropped out to the floor. Christian sends him into the barricade and



Del Rio walks up the aisle as we take a break. Back with Del Rio kicking
away in the corner but getting punched in the face to give Christian a
breather. Christian is shoved to the floor to counter a tornado DDT,

possibly injuring the shoulder that made him give up on Sunday.

Back in and the champion cranks on the arm before getting two off a tilt-
a-whirl backbreaker. Alberto misses a charge into the ropes and gets
dropkicked out to the floor. Christian pounds away back inside the ring
but misses a high cross body, allowing Alberto to dropkick him in the
face for two. Christian’s spinning sunset flip out of the corner gets two
more but Del Rio avoids a middle rope dropkick and tries the armbreaker.

The Canadian rolls out and hits a tornado DDT out of the corner for two
in a nice sequence. Alberto bails to the floor to avoid the spear and
catches Christian with the running enziguri for two back inside.
Christian blocks the low superkick and tries the Killswitch, only to have
Del Rio send him shoulder first into the post. Alberto goes to the middle
rope and rolls Christian into the armbreaker for the submission at 8:17
shown of 12:57.

Rating: B-. Another good match from these two and now the series is at
2-2. I'm guessing we’'re supposed to ignore the two losses by Del Rio
because he won the next two, though I don’t think many fans see it that
way. The match itself was good stuff though with both guys building on
spots they’ve used in their previous few matches.

Post match Del Rio talks about how awesome he is and how everyone else is
a peasant. Is Del Rio being rich even a thing anymore? Del Rio says to
follow him to greatness but Ricardo interrupts him. He says no one is
going to lead him to greatness but now he’s hanging out with RVD. Rob
comes to the ring and Christian dropkicks Del Rio down, allowing Rob to
hit Rolling Thunder. That was a pretty non-good guy move there from
Christian.

We recap the opening segment of the show.



Big Show/Mark Henry vs. 3MB

Slater gets to start with Big Show and is launched into the corner before
it’s off to Henry. A big boot puts Slater down but Heath avoids a seated
senton and brings in McIntyre for some stomping. Mahal comes in for the
same but Slater is tagged in and run over by a BIG shoulder block. Big
Show comes in and cleans house but Slater breaks up the pin after a
chokeslam to McIntyre. JBL: “Dumb, dumb move.” The World’s Strongest Slam
ends Slater and the WMD is good for the pin on Drew at 3:11.

Rating: D. The match was nothing and you can’t complain about it too
much. It did its job, though either monster could have done the same
thing in the same amount of time. It would help to have some midcard tag
teams for Henry and Show to beat but there’s just not enough depth in the

division to do that.

Post match Shield asks if beating 3MB is supposed to mean something. Seth
says they’re going to have fun knocking Show down again. Reigns will
never respect Mark Henry and Rollins adds that they’'re just better than
the monsters. BELIEVE IN THE SHIELD, even though Ambrose wasn’t in this

interview.

Antonio Cesaro vs. Darren Young

Young gets taken down seconds into the match and Cesaro pounds him into

the corner. There’s the gutwrench suplex but Cesaro charges into a boot

in the corner. Antonio comes right back with the standing chinlock and a
clothesline for two. Darren comes back with right hands and an overhead

belly to belly followed by a northern lights suplex for two. A hot shot

and the Gut Check are good for the pin at 2:31. Nothing match as Young’s
push continues.

Ryback signs an autograph for a fan’s son but the fan doesn’t know what
his name is. Ryback rips up the picture he signed as a result. I'm with

Ryback here. How did the fan not know his name when it’s in big red



letters on the front of his vest?

Punk has accepted the match with Axel for Raw.

The cage is lowered.

Daniel Bryan vs. Wade Barrett

Barrett pounds him into the corner to start but Bryan blocks a ram into
the steel. Daniel pounds right hands in the corner but charges into a
boot to the jaw. Now the ram into the cage works but Barrett can only get
a two count. Bryan comes back with a backdrop into the cage and Daniel
fires off kicks in the corner. There’s the backflip over Barrett in the
corner but the running clothesline is countered into the Winds of Change
for two.

We take a break and come back with Barrett kicking Bryan’s head into the

cage. Now it’s Barrett having the back of his head rammed into the steel

and Bryan adds the running dropkick to crush Barrett even more. A missile
dropkick gets two and Bryan fires off the kicks to Wade's chest. The big

one to the head misses and Barrett sends him into the cage before

clotheslining him inside out for a close two.

Wasteland is blocked via a grab of the ropes but Bryan gets caught in an
electric chair for two. Barrett goes up the cage but Bryan makes a save.
He can’t German superplex Wade down and gets kicked to the mat, only to

charge up the corner and pull Barrett back inside. Bryan hits a rolling

powerbomb to bring Wade back to the mat and the running knee to the face
is good for the pin at 8:58 shown of 11:58.

Rating: B. Good match here with Barrett looking like he could hang with
the big boys. It’s amazing how far he fell while being Intercontinental
Champion because when he has a good opponent he can put on an
entertaining match. Bryan was his usual good stuff here and the fans are



still into him after Summerslam. Hopefully that holds up.

Post match Bryan celebrates on the floor but walks into an RKO.

Overall Rating: B. This was a really solid show as WWE continues their
roll. We had good matches throughout the show with the bad stuff being
pretty short. I'm not wild on the ending though. That’s three times now
that Orton has stood tall over Bryan in three shows and that’s going to
catch up with them. Bryan doesn’t need to beat Orton down or anything,
but he needs to be standing when a show ends soon. It’s still very early
in the story though so it’'s not like it’'s already dead or anything. Good
show tonight.

Results

Curtis Axel b. Cody Rhodes — Neckbreaker into a faceplant
Dolph Ziggler b. Big E. Langston — Zig Zag

Alberto Del Rio b. Christian — Cross Armbreaker

Big Show/Mark Henry b. 3MB — WMD to McIntyre

Darren Young b. Antonio Cesaro — Gut Check

Daniel Bryan b. Wade Barrett — Running knee to the head

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews, and pick up my
new book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon
for just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



On This Day: August 22, 2011
— Monday Night Raw: Cena vs.
Punk

Monday Night Raw

Date: August 22, 2011

Location: Rexhall Place, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Jim Ross

We’'re up north this week and it’s time for the fallout from
Cena going Alberto hunting to end last week’s show. Also I'm
sure we'll be getting more out of Punk vs. the establishment
in the form of Nash/HHH. This is a hot time for the company so
hopefully they can manage to keep it going this week in, as
Lawler likes to call it, Bizarro Land. Let’s get to it.

One note: I'm watching a recording so the times on matches
with commercials may be a bit inaccurate but I’'ll do my best
with them.

Here’s Alberto to open the show in a Lamborghini. Sign in the
audience: Alberta hates Alberto. That’s cute. He says “my
name” and is cut off by My Time Is Now. Cena seems way over
here in Canada. He introduces himself to Alberto and calls
himself the man that’ll take the championship off Del Rio.
Also, he’s going to hurt him so badly that Del Rio is going to
run back to his parents’ house because he’'s tired of the flea
market scarves, the second rate help and the rented luxury
cars. This is serious Cena.

Cena says he'’s tired of seeing average people like Del Rio
because there’s only one person in this company that can go
toe to toe with Cena. He'’'s looking at Del Rio and doesn’t see
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CM Punk so he’s not looking at anything better than average.
Cue Punk who says Cean shouldn’t get another title shot. Punk
beat him twice in big matches and would be champion if not for
Alberto cashing in (which he’s cool with).

Punk and Cena argue a bit and Alberto cuts them off (Cena: Hey
look it’s captain third wheel), saying it’s his time. Alberto
says get out of here in Spanish. Punk says never cut him off
again. He says his cashing in were both better than Alberto’s.
He knows that everyone is out to get him, including Del Rio,
HHH, Nash and maybe even Jack Tunney. However, Cena needs to
pay attention because just after Punk insulted Stephanie at
the PPV, he gets jumped. The reason Cena needs to pay
attention is if he had beaten Punk, the text would have said
“take out Cena”.

Punk thinks someone wants Alberto to be champion. Punk says
he’s going to cash in his rematch tonight. Cena says he’s
cashing in tonight, not Punk. Punk: “Your rematch clause is
about as real as Santa Claus.” Alberto says he defended last
week so this week it’'s time to celebrate. He celebrates in
full wrestling gear? Now here’s HHH to talk some more. He
tells Alberto to take the smug look off his face because he’s
not here for Del Rio. Alberto’s match is up next so stick
around. Also you can’t just cash in rematch clauses whenever
you like it. Punk vs. Cena for the #l1 contender spot at Night
of Champions.

Alberto Del Rio vs. John Morrison

Non-title here remember. Morrison goes right for him to start
but gets guillotined on the top. That goes nowhere so Del Rio
goes for the arm. Morrison fires off a dropkick but it’s right
back to the arm. John sends him to the floor and tries an Asai
Moonsault, only to miss and land on his feet. Del Rio sends
him into the barrier and takes over again. Back from a break
with Del Rio holding a chinlock.



Tilt-a-whirl backbreaker gets two. I love Alberto’s psychology
as he hits something to slow Morrison down and and then it’s
right back to the arm. Cole says Morrison is an avocado. Why
he calls his this isn’t clear but then again what 1is from
Cole? Del Rio keeps hammering away as this is another of the
kind of matches he needs: a match with a legit name who
shouldn’t be ready to beat him so the loss means nothing but
the win means something for Alberto.

Morrison manages to backdrop him to the floor and gets all
fired up. He goes for the Starship Pain position but Del Rio
gets away before it launches. The Mexican hits a German on the
American. Cross armbreaker can’t hook and Del Rio gets caught
in a spinning DDT which looked good as Morrison managed to
avoid the botch. Morrison’s shining wizard doesn’t hit but he
gets a rana for a close two. Big kick to the head looks to set
up Starship Pain but Del Rio moves. Morrison’s shoulder hits
the post and the armbreaker ends this at 12:30.

Rating: B. I was into this one. Like I said earlier, he needs
wins like this one because it builds him up. Swagger lost
matches like these and it really hurt his credibility. This
makes Del Rio look good because Morrison is a solid and
established midcard guy. A loss to Del Rio doesn’t hurt him
and the win makes Alberto look good. That'’s all you need and
it's the best thing they can do.

Del Rio puts the hold on again on the floor.

Eve Torres vs. Nikki Bella

The announcers said this was vs. Brie before the commercial.
Does it really matter? The evil Divas do an old school inset
interview talking about how they don’t want to be popular or
voluptuous or pretty like Eve and Kelly (which is Beth saying
these things and Natalya saying we don’t). Nikki takes over to
start but gets caught in the hip gyrating moonsault. What
awesomeness! Moonsault is broken up but Eve hits a Moss



Covered Three Handled Family Credenza for the pin at 2:37.
This was nothing but it was bad.

Kelly hits K2 on Brie post match. Natalya and Beth come out to
glare at the nice girls.

Nash is up next.
Ok no he isn't.

Alex Riley vs. Jack Swagger

Vickie does Jack’s intro and 1is managing him now. Swagger
takes him to the mat very quickly and JR says Swagger 1is a
former two time world champion. So the ECW Title counts? We’'ll
have to remember that for Mark Henry later. Riley gets that
SWEET spinebuster of his and here’s Dolph. He yells at Vickie
as Swagger can’t get the powerbomb. Vickie is on the floor but
we didn’t see what happened. Swagger goes after Dolph and
shoves him, walking back into the ring and a rollup for the
pin at 2:00. I really hope they’re not getting straight to
Dolph vs. Jack as this could go for a very long time.

Here’'s HHH who talks about how there were issues at Summerslam
but he wants to bury this right here. He calls out Nash and
they shake hands/hug. Nash says he believes what HHH said
about not sending the text, however he needs to be able to
prove that he’s a man, referencing wanting to fight Punk. HHH
says Nash doesn’t work here so he can’t do anything. Nash says
he would have killed Punk last week and the security was to
protect Punk, not Nash. HHH can fight Punk, just not here. He
asks Nash to leave and here’s Punk.

Punk says he wants to get to the bottom of this. Let’s play
Clue: was it Big Lazy with the tube of Just For Men in the
conservatory? Was it HHH backstage with the sledgehammer? Or
was it Stephanie in the library with a candlestick? We have a
library? The tape library perhaps? Punk doesn’t believe any of
these people and Nash said that Punk stepped over a line last



week. That’s what Punk does, but now he’s done talking. He
goes for Punk but HHH cuts him off.

Punk gets in HHH's face and wants to know what HHH’s problem
is with Punk. Why does he not want Punk being champion? Who's
pulling the strings? HHH? Nash? Or Stephanie, the bean headed
wife? HHH says he made a promise to not get physically
involved, but don’t cross a line with him because he’s the
same guy he used to be and he’ll leave Punk laying where he
stands. Punk makes fun of HHH again and Nash decks him and the
former Clique leaves with HHH being mad at Nash. The fans
chant for Punk.

Back from a break and HHH yells at Nash. Nash says HHH isn’t
the same since he put on the suit and leaves.

Tag Titles: David Otunga/Michael McGillicutty vs. Kofi

Kingston/Evan Bourne

This is a rematch from last week. Lawler points out that the
champions haven’t done anything with the belts. We get a
Bushwhackers reference as Lawler says they had better
charisma. That'’s true at least. Bourne beats on McGillicutty
to start but that doesn’t last long with Kofi coming in. After
some more attacking he goes outside after both champions and
gets caught easily.

Otunga comes in to work over Kofi, hitting a corner
clothesline for a very delayed two. Off to a chinlock for a
few seconds and here’s McGillicutty who hits a double team
dropkick/atomic drop for two. JR says that was an almost
perfect dropkick. Off to another chinlock and McGillicutty
yells at Lawler, asking if that was impressive. In a cool move
Kofi nips up into a headscissors and brings in Bourne. He
cleans house with jumping knees and a spin kick for two. Kofi
sends Michael to the floor and hits Trouble in Paradise to
Otunga. Shooting Star Press gives us new champions at 5:00.

Rating: C. Eh just a quick match here. Otunga and McGillicutty



aren’t horrible but they were boring as champions. Either way
this wasn’t too bad but hopefully this starts a new thing in
the division as JR and the announcers make it seem like it'’s
kind of a big deal. This wasn’t bad and them winning that fast
was probably a good thing.

Some NXT guys and Ryder pour champagne over the new champions.
They're really pushing this as a big deal.

Johnny Ace catches up with HHH and tells him Nash was in a car
wreck. Well of course he was. Ace gives HHH the hospital info
and will run Raw as HHH leaves. I’'ll set the over/under at 12
minutes into the main event before Nash arrives.

Here’s Santino for a match but Miz and R-Truth jump him on the
way to the ring and give him a big beatdown. Truth calls
Santino Little Jimmy and says that’ll happen every time. DON'T
START THE WHATS!!! Truth says he’'s tired of the
HHH/Stephanie/everyone else conspiracy. He used to main event
PPVs but now it’s not about him. It’s not about Miz either.

Time for Miz to speak and he says Truth is right. The Canadian
crowd gets on his nerves so he yells at them. He was in the
main event of Wrestlemania and now he has to yell at Jared the
Subway guy. Miz speaks slowly so Canada can understand him.
He’s sick of Santino, who hasn’t won a match on Raw in five
years (or since June but who’s counting) while the two of them
get nothing.

They’1ll be taking an opportunity instead of waiting for one
which includes stomping spiders. Some people are gonna get
got. That'’s the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the
truth and IT'S AWESOME. In a cool moment, Truth does a
freestyle to the beat of his song and yells at the crowd with
YOU SUCK replacing What's Up. That's rather cool.

John Cena vs. CM Punk

Ace and Del Rio are at ringside. The fans throw Cena’s shirt



back twice. I'll take it if they don’t want it. This is a pro-
Punk crowd. It’'’s a slow start but they have some time. The
fans chant for the Oilers (hockey team) and here comes Cena.
He goes into the finishing sequence very quickly. The Shuffle
is countered into a rollup for two very quickly. Leg lariat
sets up the corner knee and bulldog for no cover.

Punk goes up but gets knocked to the floor as we take a break.
Back and both guys are down. Punk grabs the GTS but Cena
escapes as does Punk from the AA. Another AA attempt fails and
Punk gets the springboard clothesline for two. GTS 1is
countered into an STF attempt but Punk escapes. Cena uses pure
power to push Punk down into the STF where Punk is in trouble.

That’s a good looking hold but Punk makes the ropes. Cena’s
shoulder goes into the post and the GTS gets two. They’'re
telling a good story as they know regular stuff isn’t going to
work so they’re throwing bombs from the beginning. Punk goes
up but the elbow misses. I love that tribute he does to
Savage. That’'s what it should be: a move done in his honor and
the point to the sky is perfect in multiple ways for Savage.

Cena now goes up and hits the Famesasser for two. AA #4 1is
countered into a SWEET running knee for two. HUGE AA gets a
very close two. Again I love the throwing huge stuff and
almost nothing but huge stuff. Top rope cross body is rolled
through into the AA but Punk reverses into a sunset flip for
two. He sets for the GTS but here’s Nash again, saying it'’s
not over with Punk. Punk turns around and the AA sends Cena to
Night of Champions at 14:25.

Rating: B+. Seriously were you expecting anything but a good
match here? They have that chemistry that you need and it’s
showing here. You give these two fifteen minutes and they’ll
give you the top level match they’re capable of. Obviously TV
is different than PPV but this was rather awesome indeed. Good
match as the kicking out was good stuff.



Alberto immediately jumps Cena until Johnny Ace breaks it up.
Del Rio beats him up some more because he can.

Overall Rating: B+. This was another good show with some good
matches and a lot of drama. The idea of having Nash faking the
car accident and someone helping him in on it (no idea if Ace
did it or not because he may have just been given a note by a
fake caller etc) is interesting as there could be a lot of
ways it could go. Good show here with a nice mixture of stuff
going on.

Results

Alberto Del Rio b. John Morrison — Cross Armbreaker
Eve Torres b. Nikki Bella — Swinging neckbreaker
Alex Riley b. Jack Swagger — Rollup

Kofi Kingston/Evan Bourne b. David Otunga/Michael McGillicutty
— Shooting Star Press to Otunga

John Cena b. CM Punk — Attitude Adjustment

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



Summerslam 2013: A Star 1Is
Born

Summerslam 2013
Date: August 18, 2013
Location: Staples Center, Los Angeles, California

Commentators: Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’'re finally at Summerslam and the show looks great. It’'s a two match
show but those two matches have the potential to be masterpieces.
Tonight’s main events are John Cena defending the Raw Title against
Daniel Bryan and the Best vs. the Beast in CM Punk vs. Brock Lesnar. The
rest of the card is hit or miss but Bray Wyatt vs. Kane in a Ring of Fire
match has potential. Let’s get to it.

Pre-Show: US Title: Dean Ambrose vs. Rob Van Dam

Dean is defending and Rob won the title shot in a battle royal on Raw.
Feeling out process to start with Dean running Rob down. Ambrose does the
finger point while shouting US Champion in a cute bit before taking Rob
down with a hammerlock. Back up and Rob hits a quick spin kick to put
Dean down and there’s the real finger point. Ambrose comes back with
chops and punches in the corner as the slow start continues. Dean cranks

on the neck and the fans are split down the middle.

A running dropkick against the ropes gets two on Van Dam and it’'s off to
the chinlock. They get back up and Dean avoids a charge in the corner but
Rob comes back with a spinning cross body out of the corner for two. A
kick look to set up the Five Star but here are Rollins and Reigns for a
distraction but not a DQ. This brings out Big Show and Henry for backup
as we take a break.

Back with Ambrose still in control with shots to the chest and a cross
face chicken wing. An ECW chant starts up as Ambrose transitions into a
sleeper. Rob is sent to the floor but the giants block Shield from
interfering. Dean goes out to stare as well but gets kicked down by Van
Dam, allowing Rob to put him on the barricade for the spin kick from the
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apron.

Back in and Rob hits a top rope front flip attack for a close two. Reigns
trips Rob to break up Rolling Thunder but Rob still gets two off a
cradle. A spinebuster gets two for Dean but a top rope backsplash misses.
Rob loads up the Five Star but has to jump at Rollins instead. Dean get a
very close two off a rollup but Rob comes back with a kick to the face.
Now Rolling Thunder connects and there’s the Five Star but Reigns comes
in for the DQ at 14:08. So what did Show and Henry do here exactly?

Rating: B-. This was getting very good until the ending. Again what was
the point in Henry and Big Show being out there if they were just going
to stand around and do nothing? Dean got to hang in there against Rob but
it doesn’t look as good without the win. Good opener though and the fans
were WAY into it.

The opening video focuses on the main events and not much more.
JoJo from Total Divas sings the national anthem. She’'s not bad.

Kane vs. Bray Wyatt

Wyatt and his Family debuted a few weeks ago and attacked Kane. Tonight
the ring is surrounded by fire to prevent interference but you win by
pin/submission. This is Bray’s in ring debut. Kane pounds him into the
corner to start and clotheslines him down, sending the flames shooting
into the air. The Family tries to get closer to the ring and there goes
the fire again. Nice touch. Bray charges right at Kane and pounds away
but can’t hit a suplex.

Kane suplexes him down instead, sending the fire up again. Bray avoids
the low dropkick but misses a charge, sending himself into the ropes and
near the flames. Wyatt crushes him in the corner with a splash and mostly
misses a cross body. They’re lucky that the flames are covering up a lot
of these misses. Bray slugs his way out of a chokeslam but Kane “hits” a
big boot. Are the flames really messing them up that badly? That’s like
three moves that have mostly missed. Kane side slams him down for no
cover but Bray gets in a shot to take Kane down.



Wyatt asks for a weapon but as Harper loads up a kendo stick the flames
go up, catching the stick on fire. Firemen put it out so Rowan steals the
extinguisher, but it has no effect. There’s the chokeslam to Wyatt but
Kane hits a second one for revenge. He calls for the tombstone but the
Family puts a blanket over the flames, allowing the monsters to come in
and beat Kane down. There’s no DQ though so this is all legal. Kane is
destroyed and Sister Abigail is good for the pin at 7:49.

Rating: D+. This was disappointing. The visuals were cool but just
putting a blanket over the flames was a pretty lame way to have the
monsters get inside. I was expecting something a bit more supernatural
instead of fire safety tips with the Wyatt Family. Also what was up with
those botches?

Post match Bray sits in his chair with his hat on as the Family lays
Kane’s head on the steps. They crush his head with the top part as Bray
lights the lantern to a HUGE pop. The Wyatts take Kane with them.

The expert panel of Booker T, Shawn Michaels and Vickie Guerrero talk
about the match a bit.

We get part of a Heyman promo from the pre show as the fire stuff is

removed. Punk vs. Lesnar is now No DQ.

Damien Sandow vs. Cody Rhodes

They used to be partners but Sandow cheated Cody out of the MITB case
last month, causing Cody to throw the case in the Gulf of Mexico. Sandow
talks about great literary pairs throughout history and says there was
always a leader and a follower. Cody was the sidekick of the Rhodes
Scholars and tonight he’'s being sent back to the carnival his family came
from. Cody has shaved his mustache and you can find out why on Friday on
the Youtube channel. SERIOQUSLY? They think people are going to check that

out?

They start fast with Cody in control until Sandow takes him out to the
floor. Cody is rammed back first into the apron and Sandow fires off
forearms to the spine. A quick suplex gets two and it’s off to a knee in
Cody'’'s back. Cross Rhodes is quickly countered but the legsweep and Wind-



Up elbow get two for Sandow. Damien busts out Edge’s old Edgecator
submission (it’'s like a Sharpshooter but Damien leans forward on the legs
instead of turning over and pulling) but it’s quickly broken up.

Back up and Cody catches him on the top rope in a Muscle Buster of all
things for two. Damien backdrops him to the apron but Cody comes back in
with a nice springboard missile dropkick. The Disaster Kick misses and
Sandow hits his flip neckbreaker for two. Cody falls down on Sandow’s
sunset flip for two before hitting the Disaster Kick for another near
fall. Damien avoids a charge into the post for two more but Cody grabs
Cross Rhodes out of nowhere for the pin at 6:37.

Rating: C. This was better than I was expecting and I like that they’re
pushing Cody stronger. He had so much potential when he was
Intercontinental Champion but it just fell apart since them. At the same
time though, Sandow continues his downward spiral into nothingness,
meaning he’ll be world champion in a few months more than likely. Maybe

we’'ll get a rematch for the case next month.
Video recap of Christian’s career which is pretty cool stuff.

Smackdown World Title: Christian vs. Alberto Del Rio

Christian won a three way to get the shot and has pinned Del Rio twice in
the last few weeks. Alberto makes Lillian do his intro in Spanish in a
nice touch. Christian quickly sends Del Rio out to the floor but misses a
baseball slide. Back in and Del Rio escapes a top rope rana attempt and
hits an enziguri to send Christian into the Tree of Woe. Alberto fires
off kicks to the chest and a running one somewhere near the shoulder.

Del Rio sends the shoulder into the barricade, meaning he has his
psychology boots on tonight. Alberto sends Christian crashing down to the
mat and hits a dropkick to the shoulder. King: “That’ll shake your
maracas.” A top rope stomp to the shoulder gets two but Christian avoids
a running crotch attack in the ropes to send the champion to the floor.
Christian hits a BIG dive off the top to take Del Rio down again and
Christian pounds away back inside.

Del Rio misses a top rope enziguri and takes a high cross body for two.



Alberto begs for a breather but suckers Christian in for a headbutt to
the ribs. Christian flips out of a belly to back but can’t hit the
Killswitch. The sunset flip out of the corner is countered into the
Backstabber (the knees clearly slid off to the side and never hit the
back) for two. A rollup gets two for Christian but he gets caught by the
corner enziguri for another near fall. This is MUCH better than I was

expecting coming in.

The sunset flip out of the corner is blocked by Alberto but Christian
hits a running enziguri of his own. A top rope hurricanrana gets a VERY
close two for the challenger as the fans are way into these near falls.
The spear is countered by a fast dropkick for two for the champion and
the low superkick gets the same. Del Rio lowers his knee pad but another
shot to the head is countered into a rollup for two. There’s the spear
but Christian’s arm gives out (THANK YOU! Edge did the same spot in 2001
but pinned Lance Storm like it was nothing). Del Rio grabs the armbreaker
out of nowhere and Christian TAPS at 12:34.

Rating: B+. I REALLY liked this match but the 50/50 booking is so stupid.
Christian beat Del Rio twice clean in a few weeks but now Del Rio gets a
win so we’'re supposed to be impressed? It doesn’t work that way no matter
what WWE thinks. Enough of the bad stuff though as this was a great match
with both guys looking awesome out there. The crowd was totally into it
and the ending was a surprise. Really good stuff here.

Post match Del Rio says he represents the Latinos and that he’s the world
champion. This was a tease of a cash in but nothing happened.

Axxess stuff, including Maria Menunos in a Divas tag match.

Miz (the host of this show, in his first appearance here tonight an hour
in) is in the back with Menunos. Not much is said until Fandango and
Summer Rae pop in. A dance off begins and that’s about it.

Brie Bella vs. Natalya

This is the Total Divas match with Nikki, Eva Marie and the Funkadactyls
in the corner. Feeling out process until we get to the catfight stuff,
culminating in Brie having to bail from a Sharpshooter attempt. Eva and



Nikki pull the ring skirt down to send Natalya to the floor, allowing
Brie to take over. The fans chant for JBL and then Lawler as they
completely turn on the match. Brie cranks on Nattie’s arm as the fans

want tables.

After a faceplant it’s right back to the hold as this match is dragging
three minutes in. Natalya makes a quick comeback and puts on the
Sharpshooter but Brie kicks away and no sells the pain. The girls get in
a brawl on the floor and we’re in the third use of the SAME hold. Someone
get Fit Finlay back in this company immediately. The fans are chanting
for Ryder as Natayla hits an Alabama Slam and the Sharpshooter gets the
tap out from Brie at 5:20.

Rating: F. This was HORRIBLE with both girls looking bad. The Divas are
horrid right now other than AJ and occasionally Layla but these reality
“stars” are getting TV time because people like to see them argue and be
insecure. Natalya is good in the ring but she can’t work a miracle with a
model out there. Horrid match and they need to win the crowd back

immediately.

Ryback torments a guy at catering over a bowl of soup. I'm sure the

leather vest isn’t inspired by Bully Ray whatsoever. “Feed me moron.”

We recap Punk vs. Lesnar which is really about Punk vs. Heyman. Punk
turned face around Payback and asked Heyman not to accompany him to
ringside anymore. Soon after that Lesnar returned and attacked Punk.
Heyman swore that he had nothing to do with it but he turned on Punk at
MITB, costing Punk the briefcase. Punk swore revenge on both of them,
starting with Lesnar tonight. This is a money feud for multiple reasons,
but the biggest being that’s based on HATRED. Punk is furious at Heyman
and wants his revenge. His method of getting it? In a professional

wrestling match of course. So simple yet so effective.

CM Punk vs. Brock Lesnar

The tagline for this match is perfect: the Best vs. the Beast. It’s also
No DQ. I always forget how scary of a man Brock Lesnar is until he comes
to the ring. Lesnar immediately drives him into the corner and no sells

forearms to the head. Brock LAUNCHES him into the other corner and stomps



Punk down before no selling knees to the ribs. Punk is thrown around

again and rammed into another corner with raw power.

Lesnar brags a bit too much and Punk gets in a kick to the head and a
pair of knees to the face to send Brock to the floor. The suicide dive
takes Lesnar down and the fans go NUTS. Punk loads up the steps but Brock
rams into them to knock Punk down. Brock fires off knees to the ribs but
Punk posts him for a breather. A top rope dive puts Brock down again as
Punk is giving this all he has. Punk dives off the announce table with a
clothesline and Brock is in trouble.

CM makes the mistake of going after Heyman though and Brock gets in a
shot to take over. Brock tosses Punk over the announce table in an
amazing throw for an even better crash. Since he threw Punk over the
table once, Lesnar has to throw him over the other side for good measure.
An over head belly to belly sends Punk down onto the concrete and Punk is
barely moving. Back in and Brock drives Punk into the corner with

shoulders and puts on a bearhug.

Punk gets in some forearms to escape but a knee to the ribs puts him
right back down. Back to the bearhug and we get a shot of the evil look
on Heyman’s face. Punk comes back again with shots to the head but his
high cross body is caught in a fallaway slam. A backbreaker sets up a
suplex for three straight near falls. Off to a chinlock but Punk BITES
THE EAR to get some separation. More shots to the head stagger Brock and
a top rope knee to the chest knocks him into the corner.

Two more running knees to the corner have Brock reeling but Brock catches
the third in a fireman’s carry. Punk drops behind Lesnar and hits a high
kick, setting up the Macho Elbow (didn’t look good) for two. The GTS and
F5 are countered into another high kick but the GTS is countered into the
kimura. Punk spins out and hooks a cross armbreaker (GIMMICK
INFRINGEMENT) and then a triangle choke of all things.

Brock raises his hand but powerbombs Punk down...but the hold isn’t
broken! The hand is still in the air but Brock lifts Punk into the air.
Punk fires off elbows to the head, only to be caught in a running
powerbomb to kill Punk dead. Lesnar can’t follow up though and both guys



are down. A delayed cover gets two on Punk as Heyman is having a heart
attack. Lesnar hits Three Amigos of all things for two before very slowly
grabbing a chair. Punk gets up and dives onto Lesnar but he mostly hit

chair.

Now it’s Punk with the chair and a few shots send Brock back inside.
Lesnar gets the chair away but Punk goes low to stop Brock'’s chair shot.
Punk takes the chair up top and drops an elbow (kind of) onto Brock for a
closer two. More chair shots to the back have Lesnar screaming in pain
but Heyman takes the chair from Punk’s hands. Lesnar is up AGAIN but Punk
grabs Heyman’s tie to escape the F5.

The GTS connects but Heyman comes in to break up the pin. Punk gets a big
smile on his face as there’s no Brock to save Heyman, but the case winds

up in the F5, which Punk counters into a faceplant for a VERY close two.

The Anaconda Vice goes on but Heyman tries to come in with a chair, only

to have Punk stand on the chair to block it.

Heyman slaps at Punk’s leg in a funny bit but gets caught by the neck. A
right hand puts Heyman down and now he’s in the Vice but Lesnar is back
up. He crushes Punk with the chair and hits him even harder the second
time. A third shot knocks Punk silly and the F5 onto the chair ends this
at 25:20.

Rating: A+. The storytelling and psychology alone made this a great
match. I loved the idea that Punk kept taking the weapons away from
Lesnar but once Brock got in the first chair shot the match was over.
Punk showed he was smarter leading up to the match but his hatred for
Heyman cost him in the end when he went on emotion instead of
intelligence.

The action in this was incredible as well as it felt like a fight instead
of a match, which is the right idea. If nothing else, this shows how bad
of an idea the HHH feud was. Punk and Cena have both blown away all of
the HHH matches with Lesnar by miles and miles, but we got a year of HHH
and a month each of the other guys so far. Such is life in the WWE.
OQutstanding match here though.

We get a clip from Axxess where a fan took a splash from Mark Henry for



three tickets to Summerslam.

Kaitlyn/Dolph Ziggler vs. AJ Lee/Big E. Langston

This is just a combination of two feuds which is a fine way to get both
of them on the card. The guys start with Ziggler getting caught in a
belly to belly suplex and a spinning splash of all things from Langston.
Off to an abdominal stretch before AJ gets in a slap to Langston. Dolph
comes back with a quick dropkick and it’s off to the girls. Kaitlyn
throws AJ around with ease but gets caught with a wicked spinwheel kick

to the face. A few neckbreakers put Kaitlyn down and AJ skips around.

Off to a sleeper which doesn’t last long as it'’s back to the guys.
Ziggler speeds things up and splashes Big E. in the corner. Ten straight
elbow drops to set up the jumping elbow get a two count. Langston makes a
quick comeback but gets sent shoulder first into the post. AJ grabs
Dolph’s leg but Kaitlyn spears her down as Langston runs Dolph over for
two. The Big Ending is escaped into the Zig Zag for the pin at 6:48.

Rating: C-. This was fine but it was in the death spot on the card
between the two main events. It came off well enough though and the crowd
was into it at times. It was a WAY better idea than putting the Total
Divas match here which I thought they were going to do. Nothing great but
it did its job just fine.

Fandango and Summer Rae cut off Miz again so he lays Fandango out.
Some low level celebrities are here.

The expert panel make their predictions on the main event. Bryan is the

favorite.

We recap the main event. Daniel Bryan is on the roll of a lifetime and
Cena selected him for the title shot tonight. The idea is simple: Bryan
says Cena isn’'t a wrestler, Cena says he’s proven everyone that has said
that wrong. However there’s a wildcard in all this: HHH, who is the guest
referee and will likely be joining Vince to hijack the match because
their storyline is SO much more important than anything else.

Raw World Title: Daniel Bryan vs. John Cena




The fans are almost unanimously behind Bryan here. Cena has a very bad
elbow injury coming in and has been out of action for a few weeks.
Feeling out process to start with Cena taking him to the mat via a
headlock. Bryan easily gets back to his feet and tries a test of strength
of all things with Cena taking him down to the mat. He can’t break
Bryan’s bridge though and Bryan monkey flips him down. The YES Lock
doesn’t work as Cena bails to the floor.

Back in and Cena tries a left arm (the bad arm) headlock but Bryan takes
him down again. The double knee stomp surfboard doesn’t work as Cena
kicks Bryan away. Daniel goes to the apron and is knocked HARD into the
announce table. Cena follows him to the floor but gets whipped into the
steps. Bryan tries a suplex off the steps in a spot I’'ve never seen
before but Cena counters into one of his own to put both guys down. Fans:
“YOU STILL Suck!'”

Cena wisely turns it into a brawl and punches Bryan down before hitting a
Batista Bomb of all things. We hit the chinlock and HHH hasn’t been a
factor yet. Bryan comes back with forearms to the head and kicks to the
chest in the corner but HHH yells at him. Lawler: “Don’'t gloat goat!”
Bryan hits the running clothesline but misses the hard kick to the head.
Cena tries his finishing sequence but Bryan kicks him in the head to
block the Shuffle. Bryan can’t hook a submission hold and gets caught in
the ProtoBomb followed by the Shuffle for no cover.

Bryan flips out of the AA and catches a charging Cena in the chin with a
boot. The missile dropkick connects for two and Bryan fires off the kicks
to the chest. Now Bryan goes after the bad arm before slapping on the STF
of all things. Cena is about to get to the ropes so Bryan pulls him back
and hits two German suplexes for two each. Bryan counters the AA into the
YES Lock and Cena is in big trouble. Cena counters by getting his head
free (wrestling you say?) but gets pulled down into a guillotine choke.

John FINALLY powers out of it but can barely follow up. Bryan charges
right at Cena but gets caught in the AA for a close two. That came out of
nowhere and had the fans inhaling in unison. Cena goes up but has to
knock Bryan down twice before getting caught by a running dropkick. Now
Bryan gets up top and superplexes Cena down but stays on top in a cool



power move. He sits up onto the top for the Swan Dive but Cena is up at
two. John rolls to the floor and blocks the FLYING GOAT with a forearm to
the head.

This time the top rope Fameasser connects for two and Cena is getting
frustrated. Cena tries the middle rope AA but Bryan fires off about 25
elbows to the head to break it up. Bryan can’t hit a top rope rana so
Cena loads up what looks like a Styles Clash but jumps down and drops
Bryan o his head in a SCARY looking botch. Bryan looks ok though and Cena
rolls into the STF. Bryan rolls over to his side but the hold is still
on, basically making it a chinlock with a body scissors.

Daniel rolls out and hooks the YES Lock in the middle of the ring. Cena
crawls over (with his arm slapping the mat in what could have been a tap
if you stretched a bit) and FINALLY makes a rope. Bryan hits the running
dropkick in the corner and makes it a pair for good measure. Cena comes
back with a MASSIVE clothesline but he can’t follow up. They slug it out

and both hit shoulders at the same time for another double layout.

Now they slap each other out in the middle of the ring and it’'s Bryan
taking over and moonsaulting out of the corner, but Cena nearly catches
him in mid air. He tries a spinebuster but Bryan counters into a DDT and
a lot of checking on each other. Bryan tries a high cross (popular move
tonight) but Cena catches him in mid air. Bryan counters into the small
package they’ve been building up for weeks but it’s only good for two in
a GREAT false finish. The big kick to Cena’s head puts the champion down
again and a Shining Freaking Wizard GETS THE PIN AND THE TITLE AT 26:58!

Rating: A+. WHAT A BRILLIANT FINISH! They totally fooled us all by having
the standard WWE formula playing out but Bryan wins it out of nowhere
with a knee to the head. Brilliant move there after a great match to
boot. What more can you ask for in the main event of the second biggest
show of the year? Excellent stuff and HHH did absolutely nothing at all.

Post match Cena grabs Bryan and turns him around but they shake hands.
Cena leaves with no incident and Bryan celebrates but HERE’S ORTON! Bryan
is looking at him though and says bring it on. Orton is standing at
ringside and turns around. Bryan celebrates and HHH spins him around and



Pedigrees him. Orton comes in and hands HHH the case. You know what’s

coming.

Raw World Title: Randy Orton vs. Daniel Bryan

Seven seconds and Orton wins.
Everyone is shocked to end the show.

Overall Rating: A-. There are definitely some bad spots on here but the
main events more than make this a great show. The WWE has been on fire
for the last few months and this was no exception with some great matches
on top of the card and the midcard having some nice surprises with the
Smackdown Title match being much better than I was expecting. The ending
was what a lot of people were expecting, because screw making a new star
since it’'s all about the McMahons. Excellent show though and well worth

checking out.

Results

Bray Wyatt b. Kane — Sister Abigail

Cody Rhodes b. Damien Sandow — Cross Rhodes

Alberto Del Rio b. Christian — Cross Armbreaker

Natalya b. Brie Bella — Sharpshooter

Brock Lesnar b. CM Punk — F5 onto a chair

Dolph Ziggler/Kaitlyn b. AJ Lee/Big E. Langston — Zig Zag to Langston
Daniel Bryan b. John Cena — Shining Wizard

Randy Orton b. Daniel Bryan — Pin after a Pedigree from HHH

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for



just $4 at:

Summerslam 2013 Preview

This show feels like it could be big which is rare for
Summerslam anymore. Starting on the pre-show, Shield causes
the DQ, triggering Show and Henry to come in to make it a tag
match, perhaps for the titles. Shield leaves with all the
gold either way.

As for the main stuff we’ll start with the obvious: Bryan wins
the title. There is zero reason to not put it on him other
than to advance the HHH vs. Vince story. If they go that way,
fans are going to be MAD. Cena 1is taking time off for his
elbow soon so there is no reason for him to walk out with the
title. Bryan wins by countering the AA into a small package
for the title.

My biggest worry is that this turns into an Attitude Era style
brawl with HHH in there, but if that’s what they have to do
for Cena’s injury so be it. HHH flat out does not need to be
there otherwise and this match doesn’t deserve to be a stop on
the road to HHH vs. Vince at Wrestlemania. Unfortunately
that’'s what it’s likely to be and we’ll have to spend a few
months hearing about the screwjob that cost Bryan the title,
because that’s what fans want to see.

Now for the big question: will there be a cash in by Orton.

All signs point to yes, but I think they’ll pull the trigger
on something brilliant: have Bryan retain the title. Can you
imagine how big a deal Bryan will be if he beats Cena and
Orton in the same night? The Attitude Era version gave
Jericho something to talk about for twelve years. I doubt it


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/08/17/summerslam-2013-preview/

happens due to me being terrible at stuff like that, but it’s
almost too obvious that Orton cashes in and wins the title.

Brock vs. Punk is the real wildcard on this show. I could
easily see this going either way but I can’t pick which one.
You have Punk needing a big win to get momentum back but you
need Brock to win so he doesn’t start looking like some
monster who can’t finish the job. I’'ll take Punk but there
will definitely be a rematch.

Del Rio retains. It's WWE 101: the challenger dominates
leading up to the match and beats the champion multiple times,
the champion retains at the PPV and WWE doesn’t understand why
no one is impressed.

Sandow over Cody, though it doesn’t help him as there’s
nothing to Cody after all the damage to his character over the
last year.

Bray Wyatt beats Kane. The question here isn’t who wins, but
what creepy thing does Bray do. 1I’ve heard ideas ranging from
he controls the fire and Kane sees it as a miracle and follows
Wyatt to Bray lights himself on fire because it’s fun to Rowan
jumps through the flames to save his master. Either way it'’s
a good start for Bray, but they should keep his wrestling to a
minimum. If he wrestles all the time he’ll become watered
down. Save him for important stuff and let his monsters do
the work for him.

Langston and AJ beat Kaitlyn and Ziggler. Dolph has cooled
WAY off lately as this feud has been all about AJ.

Brie beats Natalya. Is it Brie or Nikki wrestling? If you
think I actually care about the answer, you get extra
homework.

Overall Summerslam looks good but it’'s a two match show.



That’s definitely not a bad thing though as those two matches
are both huge. The show should be fun and the Ring of Fire
has potential to be a nice boost. They might add another
match to the card to flesh it out a bit, but overall it should
be good. Just don’t expect much outside of the main events.

Thoughts/predictions?

Summerslam Count-Up - 2011: A
Screwy Ending Isn’'t A Bad
Thing

Summerslam 2011

Date: August 14, 2011

Location: Staples Center, Los Angeles, California
Attendance: 17.404

Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Booker T

This year has been all about the rise of CM Punk. In June he sat on the
stage and ripped into John Cena and the WWE in general, leading up to the
world title match at Money in the Bank in Chicago. Punk won the title in
a masterpiece and then left the company as champion. Cena won the title
from Rey Mysterio on Raw, but Punk came back with his title. Tonight it'’s
champion vs. champion for the undisputed title. Oh and Christian vs.
Orton in the blowoff to the underrated feud of the year. Let’s get to it.

Adam Jones, some guitarist from Tool, plays the Star Spangled Banner. WE
WANT MAN MOUNTAIN ROCK!

The opening video is about how Summerslam being where dreams are made. We
shift to a shot of dominoes falling over. Punk talks about being the
first domino being knocked over and starting a revolution. HHH is guest
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referee tonight because what would a major match be without him?

The theme song this year is Bright Lights Bigger City by Cee Lo Green. I
usually don’'t care for him but it fits the show well.

The Miz/Alberto Del Rio/R-Truth vs. Kofi Kingston/John Morrison/Rey
Mysterio

Cole IMMEDIATELY freaks out over Miz being on Summerslam. Miz keeps
talking about how awesome he is until Truth cuts him off. This was when
Truth was insane so he complains about things that start with the letter
S, like spiders, Summerslam, Cee Loo Green and Conspiracy. Del Rio is the
Raw MITB winner. The fans are WAY into Del Rio here for some reason.
Mysterio gets a title shot at Punk or Cena tomorrow on Raw. Miz and Kofi
get things going and the fans are actually behind Miz as well. Kofi hits
a nice monkey flip followed by a dropkick before bringing in Morrison.

A double clothesline puts Miz down and the good guys do stereo nipups in
a nice visual. Off to Truth who is tackled by Morrison but comes back
with right hands to the face. Truth sends Morrison to the floor as the
announcers talk about wigs. Thankfully Booker is there to get us back to
the action by shouting BACK TO THE ACTION! Miz comes in with a kick to
the head and puts on a chinlock, only to have Morrison kick him in the

head to escape.

Kofi comes flying in off the hot tag and cleans house with his barrage of
high flying offense including a cross body to Miz for two. The Boom Drop
gets two and everything breaks down. Kofi gets two off the SOS but Del
Rio breaks up the pin. Miz hits a kind of Diamond Cutter face plant for
two and it’s Kofi in trouble from the boots of R-Truth. Del Rio comes in
with a belly to back suplex and mocks Kofi’s Trouble in Paradise hand
slap.

Kofi kicks him away but Miz breaks up a hot tag bid. Cole lists off Miz’s
high school accomplishments as Kofi flips out of a sunset flip and stomps
on Miz'’'s ribs to put him down. Hot tag brings in Rey to face Truth who
does his usual backflip/splits sequence, only to have Rey kick him in the
head. Del Rio breaks up a double 619 so only Truth takes the kick. Kofi
dives on Miz and Rey hits a top rope splash on Truth for the pin.



Rating: B-. Take six guys, give them ten minutes and let them have fun.
It’'s an idea as old as time and it’'s still used to this day because it
still works. The good guys can fire up any crowd with their high spots
and the fans were into the match as a result. As mentioned earlier,

Summerslam is great at having good openers and this was no exception.

Johnny Ace wants an apology from Punk over a kick to the head on Monday.
Punk gives an over the top apology and Ace walks away. Punk turns around
to see Stephanie who wishes him good luck. He makes fun of Vince and she
wishes both Cena and Punk good luck. “But I'm just Vince'’s clueless
daughter right?” Punk: “Yeah pretty much.” She offers him a handshake but
he knows where it’s been.

We recap Sheamus vs. Mark Henry. Henry is just starting the Hall of Pain
run and has been destroying everyone in sight and breaking a lot of
limbs. He stood tall in the ring until Sheamus came out and said three
simple words: I'll fight him. It turned Sheamus face and made him very
popular due to the simple idea of standing up to a bully. THIS is how you
book Sheamus: have him in there against some monster and taking a good
fight to him, not slumming it with Damien Sandow and winning each match
with ease.

Mark Henry vs. Sheamus

Henry takes him down with a clothesline to start but Sheamus comes right
back with right hands. The pale one pounds away and actually knocks Henry
down to his knees, only to be thrown to the floor. Henry EASILY throws
Sheamus through the ropes and hits a splash for two. A running crotch
attack crushes Sheamus’ neck but he’s in the ropes before the count
starts.

A backbreaker puts Sheamus down and it’s off to an Argentinean
backbreaker to complete the set. Sheamus powers out, only to be sent
chest first into the corner. Henry misses a Vader Bomb though and Sheamus
has a breather. A series of ax handles to the chest and head put Henry
down followed by the forearms in the ropes. They clothesline each other
down and we get a breather.

Back up and Mark runs into a boot in the corner, allowing Sheamus to go



up for the top rope shoulder, good for two. The Brogue Kick misses though
and a clothesline puts Sheamus down. Sheamus slips out of the World’s
Strongest Slam and there’s the Brogue Kick to knock Henry to the outside.
Sheamus follows him to the floor but Henry drives him into the post and
through the barricade in a great crash, allowing Mark to beat the count

for a countout win.

Rating: C+. This was another simple formula: take two big power brawlers
and let them beat the tar out of each other for nearly the minutes. It’s
also a smart ending as Sheamus gets to stay strong but Henry gets another
win. Sheamus would get a countout win I believe at the next PPV so it
evened out. Good, fun brawl here.

World Heavyweight Champion Christian says his match with Orton will be an
epic summer blockbuster. He’ll be like Harry Potter, making magic at
every turn. Orton will be like Cowboys and Aliens: a flashy flop. That
movie was good though.

Trailer for Killer Elite which is probably sponsoring the show or
something.

Here’s Cee Lo Green for the mini concert. He looks like he’s in big
sparkly pajamas but the song isn’t bad so I'm not complaining much. The
fans aren’t moving at all for this but the vocals are pretty bad so I can
barely hear a word he’s saying. Now he throws in his bigger hit Forget
You, complete with Divas in red dancing behind him.

Now here’s a Slim Jim ad. I'm sure the fans are LOVING this stuff.
Now a 7-11 commercial. My goodness get to something else.

Divas Title: Kelly Kelly vs. Beth Phoenix

I could go for a Slurpee. Back to 7-11 it is! Kelly is defending. Beth
and Natalya are the Divas of Doom here and don’t like the Barbies like
Eve and Kelly. Kelly and those AWESOME little shorts of hers go after
Beth and we get the screaming headscissors. Beth is knocked off the apron
and Kelly dives off the middle rope to knock her to the floor. Back in
and Kelly flips out of the corner and Beth clotheslines her down.



Kelly gets dropped throat first on the top rope for two Eve plays
cheerleader. This is a lot of standing around with Beth glaring down at
Kelly before hitting a running Umaga shot in the corner. We hit the
chinlock followed by the second over the shoulder backbreaker of the
night. Kelly finally slips out and hits a quick neckbreaker to put both
of them down.

Beth sends her into the Tree of Woe for no follow up before getting two
off a side slam. Kelly gets in a knee to the face and goes nuts on Beth,
only to have the handspring elbow countered. The Glam Slam is countered
into a victory roll for the pin, just like every time Kelly beat Phoenix.

Rating: D+. All things considered, this was something resembling a
miracle. The match was nothing of note but Kelly actually didn’t
embarrass herself out there. She got WAY better over the years, but at
the end of the day she was out there because of how good she looked in
those tiny shorts. It also says a lot that less than two years later only
Natalya is left from this match.

Stephanie leaves Cena’s locker room for some reason.

Truth and...Jimmy Hart of all people talk about a c-o-n-spiarcy. Jimmy
offers to manage him and Truth seems interested before he realizes that
Hart is....LITTLE JIMMY! Truth looks over to see Ron Artest (Metta World
Peace) and his daughter in a worthless cameo.

BUY TWIX!

Wade Barrett vs. Daniel Bryan

I like Barret’s End of Days theme a lot better than the God Save the
Queen one now. This is MITB fallout as Bryan knocked Barrett off to win
the case. Bryan has some slow music which isn’t all that bad, but soon he
would go to Flight of the Valkyries which works far better for him. Bryan
is rocking the white trunks with red trim here which are pretty awesome.
Feeling out process to start with Barrett punching Bryan down to stop the
wrestling part of the match.

Daniel takes it to the mat and spins out of a wristlock before



dropkicking Wade down. Cole says Barrett is a submission master as Bryan
does the AJ Styles drop down into a dropkick, right down to the same
overblown drop down. Back up and Bryan hooks a dragon screw leg whip and
a running dropkick in the corner for two. Another kick to the chest gets
two and Bryan backflips over Barrett, only to charge into the Winds of
Change for two. A slingshot belly to back backbreaker gets two for Wade

and we hit a reverse chinlock.

Back up and Bryan hits a running clothesline but Wade comes back with a
big running forearm to the face. Wade puts Bryan in the ropes and kicks
him out to the floor before hooking a chinlock. The hold doesn’t last
long again but Bryan ducks a boot and crotches Barrett on the top. A
dropkick puts him on the floor and there’'s the flying knee off the apron.
Back in again and the missile dropkick gets a close two for the American.

Bryan escapes a pumphandle slam and fires off more kicks to the chest for
two. Wade ducks a clothesline and hits a big boot to the face for two but
Wasteland is countered into the guillotine choke. Barrett goes down and
there’s the LeBell Lock but Wade gets into the ropes for the break.
Daniel loads up a superplex but Barrett crotches him on the top rope. A
middle rope clothesline takes Bryan off the ropes and Wasteland is good
for the 100% clean pin.

Rating: B+. I REALLY liked this for one reason: it was a good wrestling
match. It’s a basic story of one guy wanting revenge for a loss in a big
match, it had a good story in the ring with a striker against a technical
guy and the action was good. Wade Barrett is a guy who can go in the ring
but he’s the ultimate jobber to the stars and I have no idea why when he

can do this.

We recap Randy Orton vs. Christian. Christian won the title at Extreme
Rules but Orton came over to Smackdown to replace Edge as the top guy.
Orton won the title on his first night on the show, ending Christian’s
title reign in less than a week. Christian wanted one more match, turning
heel in the process.

Orton beat him again, but Christian some how got one more match and if
Orton got disqualified, he would lose the title. For once, that actually



worked and Christian won the title. Tonight, it’s the final match with no
holds barred. These matches kept getting better and better and if Punk
vs. Cena hadn’t happened it would have run away with feud of the year.

Smackdown World Title: Christian vs. Randy Orton

Before the match, Christian brings out Edge to be in his corner to a HUGE
ovation. After a full entrance, Edge says that he’ll never be cleared to
wrestle again. When he first left, that made him happy because he was
able to pass the torch to Christian. Edge didn’t think it was fair that
Christian had to defend the title five days after a ladder match and
Christian complained too.

Then he complained more and more and more and more. Then he wanted
rematch after rematch and FINALLY he won the title back....but he did it
by disqualification. Yeah Edge did some bad things, but he did it with
style. He didn’t hide behind lawyers and clipboards. Somewhere along the
line Christian became a parody of himself. Edge didn’t know Christian
would ever be like this, and that’s not good. Edge drops the mic, walks
out, Christian freaks, and here’s Randy.

Remember this is no holds barred. Orton takes him into the corner and
stomps him down before hitting a quick clothesline. Christian rakes the
eyes and gets a quick one count off a middle rope elbow to the face. A
backdrop puts Christian down and Randy stomps away but the champion
chokes away on the ropes. Orton loads up the Elevated DDT but gets
backdropped to the floor. Really back and forth so far.

Orton sends him head first into the barricade and loads up the announce
table. The RKO is blocked and Christian grabs the belt before sprinting
into the crowd. Randy catches up with him and stomps Christian down onto
the concrete before heading back to ringside. Back in and Orton rains
down right hands in the corner. Christian avoids a charge and sends
Orton’s famously bad shoulder into the post to take over. The champion
brings in a kendo stick to choke away before getting two off a back

elbow.

Christian busts out a spinebuster for two and goes to the middle rope,

only to be dropkicked out of the air. The powerslam puts Christian down



again and now Randy gets the kendo stick. Instead of swinging though he
catches Christian’s dropkick into a jackknife cover for two followed by
the Thesz Press. Christian escapes the Elevated DDT into a Killswitch
attempt but Orton counters into the backbreaker for two. The idea of this
feud was that they knew each other so well and they would add another
move to the string of counters every match. It was awesome.

Orton can’t hit the Punt but has to send Christian face first into the
post to avoid getting crotched against the steel. Randy pulls out a pair
of tables and slides one into the ring, only to have Christian drive him
into the apron. Christian sets up the other table on the floor and they
head inside where Orton superplexes him onto (not through as the table
hasn’t been set up yet) the table for two. The table is set up in the
corner but Christian counters the whip into the reverse DDT for no cover.
Instead he loads up the spear but Orton jumps over and tries the RKO,

only to be sent over the top and out to the floor.

Christian goes after him but is sent knees first into the steps to put
him down again. Orton takes forever to set up the steps but gets sent
face first into the steel again. Christian loads up the other announce
table and blasts Orton in the head with the announce table. The champion
tries an RKO through the table but gets caught in the real thing to
destroy the table instead. Back in and Christian hits a quick Killswitch

for two and Christian is furious.

The champion brings in a pair of chairs for the Conchairto but spits on
Orton, causing Randy to move away. Now it’s Randy with the chair,
cracking it over Christian’s back and knocking him off the apron through
the table. Orton throws in some steps and trashcans before catching a

charging Christian in a powerslam through the table in the corner.

Some HARD kendo stick shots to the back have Christian in even more
trouble and the Elevated DDT crushes a trashcan. Christian tries one more
rush but his sunset flip out of the corner is countered into the RKO
(same move that gave Orton the title in the first place) onto the steps
for the pin and the title.

Rating: A-. Much like the Undertaker vs. Edge Cell match a few years



earlier, this was the perfect way to blow off a feud with Orton being the
definitive winner. This feud did a great job of building upon itself with
the extended sequences carrying over from match to match and building a
deep psychology. Great match here and the whole feud is worth checking

out.
Video on Axxess.

We recap Punk vs. Cena. As mentioned, Punk left with the title at Money
in the Bank so there was a tournament held to crown a new champion.
Mysterio won but lost the title to Cena the same night. Punk came out and
held up his own belt, meaning we had two champions. This all happened in
two weeks when it could have went on for months. The entire match is
summed up with one idea: Cena doesn’t know if he can beat Punk. HHH is
the new boss and is the guest referee tonight for no reason anyone not
named HHH can figure out.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. CM Punk

Punk has more or less been turned face by the will of the crowd alone.
Feeling out process to start with Punk grabbing a headlock and SHOUTING
spots into Cena’s ear. Cena easily takes him down to the mat and slaps on
a headlock. That gets him nowhere so Punk gets up and we have a quick
staredown. Cena grabs a single leg and slaps on an armbar followed by a
chinlock. Back up and Punk hits a quick leg lariat before hooking a
chinlock of his own with a bodyscissors.

Cena powers out and hooks a quick fisherman’s suplex before hooking
another chinlock. The fans chant Fruity Pebbles and WE WANT ICE CREAM as
Punk gets up a quick big boot to the jaw. HHH hasn’t been a factor so
far. A few knees to the ribs and a headbutt to the shoulder set up
another bodyscissors from Punk as we’re barely in second gear nearly
eight minutes into the match. Cena escapes again and they fight over a
suplex off the apron. Neither guy can go anywhere so Punk kicks Cena in

the head to knock him outside.

Back in again and Punk cranks on a neck lock but Cena stands up and
suplexes out of it. Cena tries to speed things up but the shoulder block

is caught by a knee to the head for two. The running knee in the corner



misses and now Cena can initiate the finishing sequence, only to have
Punk hit a knee to break up the Shuffle. CM tries a kick but gets caught
in the STF, only to get to the ropes and counter the ProtoBomb into a

downward spiral and a Koji Clutch.

Cena rolls out and puts on the STF but Punk slips in an arm to block most
of the pressure before countering into the Anaconda Vice. Cena rolls out
of THAT and tries the STF again but Punk crawls out before it goes on
full. AWESOME sequence there as the gear has shifted hard. Punk backdrops
him to the floor and hits the suicide dive but he bumps his own head in
the process. HHH starts counting and gets to nine before going to the
floor and throwing both guys back inside.

They slug it out back in the ring but Cena can’t hit the AA. Instead he
busts out a GREAT dropkick and hits the Shuffle. The AA is countered
again into a sunset flip for two followed by the high kick for two more.
Cena escapes the GTS and hits a corner splash (?!?) and a sitout
powerslam (that’s more like it) for two. The top rope Fameasser doesn’t
get to launch as Punk hits the running knee to the head and the bulldog
off the top for two.

Punk loads up another springboard but gets caught in the STF to put him
in real trouble. He finally gets to the rope and pops up for a GTS
attempt, only to be countered into the AA for a close two. The top rope
Fameasser misses again and Punk grabs a quick GTS for two more. HHH still
hasn’t been a major factor other than throwing both guys in. The Macho
Elbow gets two and Cena goes into straight brawling mode but gets caught
by another knee to the chin. GTS #2 connects and the three goes down but

Cena’s foot was on the ropes before two.

Rating: B+. The match is good with that sequence in the middle being a
big highlight but there’s one major problem for this match: it’'s the
sequel to Money in the Bank. That’s doomed so many matches over the years
and while it didn’t sink this one, it certainly slowed it down a lot.
Still though, good stuff here and definitely worthy of a major PPV main
event.

Punk takes a victory lap around the ring but won’t shake HHH’s hand. The



Game doesn’t seem too mad about it and raises Punk’s hand as the winner.
HHH leaves, CM Punk poses, and KEVIN NASH comes in through the crowd and
lays out Punk with a Jackknife. Cue Alberto Del Rio, briefcase in hand.

Raw World Title: Alberto Del Rio vs. CM Punk

Kick to the head, Del Rio wins the title to end the show. This would turn
into one of the stupidest and most ridiculous stories ever with Nash
showing a text asking him to lay out Punk but it turned out he sent it to
himself for one more moment in the limelight after a big fan reaction at
the Royal Rumble. The end result of all this: HHH beating Nash and Punk.

Overall Rating: A. This is a GREAT show with some awesome matches and
some great drama at the end. Now to be fair no one knew what the drama
would lead to, but it blew my mind when I watched it at first. The rest
of the show is awesome though with the worst match being the Divas. If
the biggest torture I have to go through all night is looking at Kelly in
those shorts and Eve looking gorgeous all dressed up, so be it. Great
show here and well worth seeing.

Ratings Comparison

Kofi Kingston/John Morrison/Rey Mysterio vs. Alberto Del Rio/The Miz/R-
Truth

Original: B-

Redo: B-

Sheamus vs. Mark Henry
Original: C

Redo: C+

Beth Phoenix vs. Kelly Kelly
Original: C+

Redo: D+



Wade Barrett vs. Daniel Bryan
Original: B

Redo: B+

Randy Orton vs. Christian
Original: B+

Redo: A-

CM Punk vs. John Cena
Original: A+

Redo: B+

CM Punk vs. Alberto Del Rio
Original: N/A

Redo: N/A

Overall Rating

Original: A+

Redo: A

Ok the main event isn’t THAT good. I think we’re firmly at the point

where my ratings are about the same for most matches.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/08/14/summerslam-2011-that-was-i-need-

a-cigarette/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for

just $4 at:
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And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling book as low
as $4 at:

Smackdown To Three Hours?

Apparently it’'s a possibility. I sit through that show for
years now and THIS is my reward?

Seriously though, WWE does NOT need more television. If they
want Smackdown to look like a bigger deal, stop making its
wrestlers jobbers to the stars for the Raw guys. Bad idea all
around.

Smackdown — Augqust 9, 2013:
The Smackdown Formula To The
Letter

Smackdown

Date: August 9, 2013

Location: BMO Harris Bank Center, Rockford, Illinois
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

After Monday we have a lot more set up for Summerslam. The primary
addition for the Smackdown side of things is Rhodes vs. Sandow in a match
that isn’t going to do much as both guys’ stock is so low right now.
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Other than that we’re likely to get some more build for Del Rio vs.
Christian which didn’t get a ton of time on Monday. Let’s get to it.

Randy Orton vs. Rob Van Dam

If Orton’s actions on Monday were supposed to be a heel turn, the crowd
here didn’t get the message. This match makes sense but I would have bet
on it being at Summerslam. Randy takes him down to the mat to start
before grabbing a standing headlock. Van Dam comes back with a spin kick
to send Orton into the ropes for a standoff. Back to the headlock from
Orton before a dropkick gets a quick two. Still in first gear so far.

Rob misses a cross body and crashes out to the floor where he rams Orton
head first into the steps. The spin kick to Orton’s back puts both guys
down on the floor and we take a break. Back with Orton dropping a knee
and pounding away in the corner. Van Dam goes up top but is shoved off
the top and into the barricade in a big crash. Randy belly to backs him
onto the barricade again for two back inside and we hit the chinlock.

Van Dam fights up and plants Randy for the split legged moonsault, good
for two. A top rope flip attack gets two more but his attempted roll into
a monkey flip is blocked. The backbreaker gets two as the crowd is
getting into this. Orton hits his clotheslines followed by the powerslam
for another near fall. Rob counters the Elevated DDT into a northern

lights suplex for two of his own.

RVD loads up a springboard but Orton dropkicks him out to the apron for
the Elevated DDT. JBL: “Do the repetitive call Michael!” The RKO is
countered by a kick to the face and a rollup gets two. Another kick sets
up Rolling Thunder (Rob overshot it and only his head hit Orton) but the
Five Star misses and it’'s the RKO for the pin at 10:37 shown of 13:22.

Rating: B. This was better than I was expecting with both guys moving
very well out there. I'm surprised this wasn’t at Summerslam since both

guys are hot right now and neither has anything to do at the show. This



was reminiscent of the Orton vs. Christian matches with some good
counters and a nice flow to the match. Good stuff here and I'd like to

see some more from these two.

Time for MizTV with guests Big E. Langston and AJ. Miz asks Langston what
their relationship is but AJ says Langston is a nice friend and a good
guy. That'’s not good enough for Miz and Big E. doesn’t look too pleased.
Miz says cool and gives Langston a thumbs up before accusing AJ of having
a lot of “friends.” Miz lists off the guys that AJ has had around here
and suggests that the problem is her, not them.

AJ blames it on them and says they’'re not heroes. They got her to fall
for them and dumped her. Then Kaitlyn wasn’t even there for her so she
had nothing at all. At the end of the day, the only thing that will never
abandon her is the Divas Title. This brings out Ziggler who says no woman
can get over him. A Ziggler chant starts up but the fans don’t seem to be
as into it as they sound.

AJ says they had something special and Ziggler isn’t over it. He’ll never
be able to touch her again but here’s Kaitlyn to interrupt. Ziggler may
not be able to touch AJ but she can. The arguments begin again but Miz
cuts them off. He's tired of the arguing so he makes a mixed tag for
Summerslam which apparently he can just do. The brawl breaks out and the
heels both take finishers.

The Raw ReBound talks about Punk vs. Axel and the post match brawl with
Lesnar. I was having a hard time believing I could buy into the physical
aspect of the match but they made me believe with that brawl.

Del Rio wants to know why he’s fighting Christian tonight. That’s a good
question actually. Vickie goes into her rant about how Del Rio needs to
respect her and she’s willing to risk him getting hurt. We're apparently
still in the “Vickie is acting like a good GM before going all evil”
stage of her job. Wasn’t she supposed to be all mega evil and vindictive
against the fans this time?



Fandango vs. Kofi Kingston

The fans sing the Fandango song to start but Kofi knocks him down and
stomps away in the corner. Fandango avoids Trouble in Paradise and low
bridges Kofi to the floor. Back in and JBL calls Fandango a cross between
Mr. Bojangles and Randy Couture. Off to the chinlock for a few seconds
before Kofi counters a belly to back into a cross body for two.

Fandango charges into the post but rolls to the floor to avoid the Boom
Drop. Kofi baseball slides him down but Summer Rae blocks a top rope
dive. Instead Kofi runs the apron and dives onto Fandango, injuring
Summer’s ankle in the process. Fandango posts Kofi and of course Summer
is fine. Back inside and the guillotine legdrop is good for the pin on
Kofi at 4:44.

Rating: C. First and foremost, this was MUCH better for Kofi than the Raw
match as he looked like his old self out there tonight. This booking
makes me roll my eyes though as the 50/50 stuff doesn’t do anyone any
good and makes both guys look weak. Maybe that’s why almost no one goes

up from the midcard without a briefcase.

Daniel Bryan says he likes the way he looks and asking him to cut the
beard was his breaking point. He won’t change for anyone but he’ll change
history by winning the WWE Championship.

Wade Barrett vs. Daniel Bryan

Barrett is clean shaven again and starts fast by pounding Bryan down.
Bryan flips over Wade in the corner and hits the running clothesline.
There are the kicks but Barrett hits a hard clothesline to send Bryan to
the floor. Bryan is whipped into the steps and slammed down for two. Off
to a chinlock but Bryan sends Wade forward into the buckle to escape.
Winds of Change get two but Wade is more interested in cutting the beard
instead of winning. Bryan kicks him away and hits the running knee off

the apron. Back in and the swan dive sets up the YES Lock for the



submission at 4:08.

Rating: C-. Not much to see here and Barrett continues to be the same guy
with a slightly different look. He either needs a completely new
character or to get used to being a jobber to the stars for the next few
years. This was a fine match for Bryan as he continues to be on fire and
keep the fans interested in him.

Sandow looks at a clip of Cody throwing the case in the Gulf of Mexico
and pulls out a new leather briefcase which has a brand new contract.
He’ll be cashing it in to become world champion of the unwashed masses.
Wow it’s almost like the entire deal with Cody throwing the case in the
water means absolutely nothing not.

Video on the Wyatts vs. Kane.

Kane vs. 3MB

Cole tells us about the Ring of Fire match, which is going to be a
regular match but the ring will be surrounded by fire to prevent
interference. All of the Band is in the ring at the same time but Kane
easily throws them around. They head to the floor with Slater and
McIntyre being thrown into various objects. Back inside and a chokeslam
finishes Mahal at 1:33.

The Wyatts pop up on screen to talk about the Ring of Fire match. Bray
likes the idea of Kane thinking he’s a demon but thinks it’s funny that
Kane believes fire will stop his brothers. The fire is smart enough to be
afraid of Wyatt because it can’t hurt him. Bray’s secret is that he’s
already dead.

Brock Lesnar says he’'s allowed Punk to live this long out of respect for
Paul. The Beast is the Best and there’s no professional jealously from
Brock. Why should there be? Punk was never an NCAA Champion or the UFC



Heavyweight Champion. Being WWE Champion for 434 days is impressive,
especially for someone like Punk. Good heel promo from Brock here,
similar to the one before his match with Cena.

Christian vs. Alberto Del Rio

Non-title of course. Del Rio gets a quick two off a shoulder block and
Christian isn’t sure what to do. After clapping a bit he runs Alberto
over a few times as well and puts on a headlock. Del Rio takes him into
the corner for some shots to the ribs but gets caught in a drop toehold
into the ropes. Alberto avoids the uppercut from the floor but Christian
knocks him outside instead. A baseball slide puts the champion down and
we take a break.

Back with Christian pounding away in the corner but having his tornado
DDT countered. A double stomp to the back gets two for Alberto but gets
rammed into the post while trying to crotch Christian against the steel.
Christian’s dive off the top hits the barricade and both guys are down on
the floor. Back in and Christian is tossed into the air and crashes down
before Del Rio hits a low superkick to the head. Christian is sent into
the corner and a USA chant starts up to get under Alberto’s skin.

Alberto puts him in the Tree of Woe for some shots to the ribs before the
Canadian goes up top. Del Rio goes up to meet him but Christian shoves
him off, sending both guys to the floor as we take another break. Back
with Alberto getting two off a middle rope dropkick and starting his
attack on the arm. Alberto gets crotched on the top and taken down by a
top rope hurricanrana, getting two. Now the uppercut connects and a
jumping back elbow looks to set up the Killswitch.

Del Rio counters and hits a quick tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for two before
sending Christian into the corner. Cole ignores most of the action to
recap the rest of the show. Christian escapes from the corner and tries
the Killswitch but gets caught in the Backstabber for two. Back up and
Christian spears him down for two but a second attempt hits the post.



Christian escapes the armbreaker into a rollup for a close two (I believe
the same move he pinned Alberto with a few weeks ago) but the low
superkick gets two for the champion. Del Rio pulls him into the middle of
the ring but gets caught in a small package for the pin at 13:35 shown of
19:20.

Rating: B+. This sums up WWE’'s thinking in general: you have a match that
could be a nice addition at Summerslam and they put it here on Smackdown
for free instead. Hopefully they change the match at Summerslam now by
adding someone else to it (Orton and Van Dam would be candidates given
how much the announcers have been raving about the three way) because
right now we’'re looking at Del Rio retaining, because that’'s how WWE
works: Christian has beaten him clean twice so it’'s time for Del Rio to
win and then wonder why people don’t buy him as champion.

Post match Del Rio goes after Christian but gets caught in the
Killswitch....AND HERE’S SANDOW! He hands the case to the referee but turns
around into a cross body from Cody. Cross Rhodes lays Sandow out to end
the show.

Overall Rating: B. We got some good matches here and some build to the
PPV so what more can you ask for from Smackdown? The interesting thing is
where some big names land on the card. There are still no matches for
Mark Henry, Ryback, Shield, RVD or Orton and the card is already filling
up. The show tonight was entertaining though with good long wrestling and
storyline development which is what Smackdown should always focus on.

Results

Randy Orton b. Rob Van Dam — RKO

Fandango b. Kofi Kingston — Guillotine Legdrop

Daniel Bryan b. Wade Barrett — YES Lock

Kane b. 3MB — Chokeslam to Mahal



Christian b. Alberto Del Rio — Small Package

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books as
low as $4 at:

I Want To Talk A Little Bit
About Advertising WWE Matches
(The Mad Men Table Of
Contents)

Over the last few years wrestling television has changed from a show of
squashes to what you see today with the stories being advanced every week
for two or three hours a night. However there are a few changes in how
the shows could be presented from week to week that could help things a
lot. Today we'’re going to look at how WWE screws up the advertising of
their show and how easily this could be fixed. Let’s get to it.

This was originally going to be part of another I Want To Talk A Little
Bit About but it evolved into its own. I could get used to this.

The other day I was reading and at the start of the book there was a
table of contents. It’s a basic idea and tells you what you’re going to
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get in the book you'’re reading. Last night’s Raw (August 5, 2013) was a
pretty stacked show, with John Cena, Randy Orton, Daniel Bryan, CM Punk,
Rob Van Dam and Shield in action. Of all those guys, two were announced
early in the show. The other six were announced as being in action over

an hour into the broadcast.

Now jump with me back to 1987. The main WWF show was Superstars of
Wrestling and it always had the same intro: Vince and company telling us
the wrestlers we would be seeing on the card. It might not include their
opponents (as more often than not they would be in a squash match) but
you would see who was wrestling that day and you knew inside the first 40
seconds of the show. In other words, it was like you had a table of
contents that was telling you what you were going to see on the show that
night.

This brings us to today’s shows where you often hear only one or two
matches at the start of the show. You can probably guess that certain
people will be on the show, but it’s really a guessing game. In other
words, you have to judge the book by its cover instead of actually
knowing what you’re going to be getting that night. Now, this is a bad
idea and let’s take a look at a few reasons why.

First and foremost, if you know what you’re getting later, there’s a good
chance the fans of those people are going to stick around. Suppose you're
a Randy Orton fan. If you'’re watching Raw and hear that he’s going to be
in a match against anyone that night, odds are you’re going to stick
around. Many fans would stick around no matter who it’s against, but on
occasion it’s going to be against someone that people aren’t going to be
interested in.

This brings us to the second point of advertising the matches: pick what



you mention. For instance, last night we had Rob Van Dam facing the World
Heavyweight Champion Alberto Del Rio. That's a very popular former world
champion in a rematch with a world champion that people would like to
see. In other words, it’s a match worth mentioning at the top of the
show. On the other hand, a few weeks back we had CM Punk vs. Darren
Young. The way to advertise that: “CM Punk will be in action later
tonight.”

Going back to Raw from last night, the main event was a six man tag
between Shield and Daniel Bryan/Randy Orton/John Cena. The match was
announced at roughly 9:15 and the opening bell was about an hour and
forty five minutes later. That’s a big match but it’s only getting 105
minutes of time to build. This move causes another set of problems which
can be rectified in just a few easy steps.

We'll start with the most obvious problem: it’s not enough time to get
the word out. If you weren’t watching in a span of less than two hours,
you had no idea the match was happening by the end of the show and you’ll
miss the match. These are three world champion caliber guys fighting the
top three man team in years with potential world title implications.
Daniel Bryan also happens to be the hottest act in the world right now
and Cena is his opponent at the second biggest show of the year where
Orton might cash in his shot at the title. And this gets less than two
hours of build.

Here’'s the simple solution: announce the match for next week’s show. It’s
a simple solution: you give it seven days to build up to the match
instead of half a show and people have a chance to hear about it and
anticipate it. Think about Wrestlemania 28. The main event had over a
year to build up and it made a fortune. It’s a simple principle: give it
more time and people will be more interested.



Now what can you do in this week? You can use that social media that WWE
is head over heels for to talk about the match. Have Bryan, Cena and
Orton cut promos and put them on the App and have Shield respond to give
the match another reason (sidebar: why did Shield come down in the first
place? It was never explained, likely due to not having enough time) to
happen. Have Orton Tweet about possibly cashing in the briefcase on Cena
if he’s vulnerable. Which is more interesting? Hearing Orton tease a
cash-in or hearing a 15 year old from Ogallala, Nebraska talk about how
much he’'s looking forward to something.

Think of the whole thing in practical terms. If you go to a restaurant to
buy some food for the night, it’'s not all in plain brown bags. It’'s on a
menu which tells you exactly what you’'re getting. You don’t buy some
mystery bag and hope you get something good in it. You look at what’s
presented and pick something if you think it looks good. The same idea is
true of wrestling: if you like what’s offered to you that night, you’ll
stick around for the show and stay until you get what you agreed to stick
around for.

It also solves another problem: what was going to fill in the rest of the
card? This is one of those things that gets on my nerves with general
manager characters. Suppose Orton, Bryan or Shield hadn’t come out during
that segment? What was Maddox supposed to be filling in the rest of his
show with? You book that main event in advance and the show is much more
logical, as you have a match for the show coming in and aren’t booking
things on the fly.

Booking things in advance also keeps the card from changing around all
the time. Instead of mentioning something and then never following up on
the idea later on because there’s no bridge to the next week, you already
have a match set up in advance and can build the show around that. If
nothing else it could help prevent continuity errors like something being

brought up one week and never mentioned or followed up on the next.



Finally, there’s another out for the WWE by advertising the matches in
advance. If a majority of the matches are announced in advance and
someone sticks around because they want to see something but doesn’t like
it, they only have themselves to blame. You knew what you were offered,
you agreed to stick around, potentially for hours on end, and you wanted
to see a match. If it turns out the match sucks, you can’t blame WWE for
it as it was your idea. It’s better than having someone wait up and then
say “I waited two hours for THAT? Screw this company.”

Overall, WWE has a lot of good stuff to offer its fans but it goes about
telling them those matches exist very badly. Whether it’s giving them
just over an hour and a half’s notice that a match is coming or not
letting the match build itself up at all or offering WWE the Mystery Meat
of the Day card and hoping you like what you get, there are distinct
problems with the way the shows are advertised. Fix these things up and
the shows would easily attract a bigger audience.

On This Day: August 3, 2012 -
Smackdown: GM-Arooni

Smackdown

Date: August 3, 2012

Location: Bankers Life Fieldhouse, Indianapolis, Indiana
Commentators: Michael Cole, Josh Matthews

The big story tonight is that we’re going to find out who the new GM is
tonight. For some reason WWE decided to tell us who it was on WWE.com the
day that it happened but it’s not like they care about Smackdown anyway.
Other than that I'm sure Sheamus and Del Rio will find ways to bore us
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that the world never dreamed was possible. Let’s get to it.

Do You Know Your Enemy? Mine is the Indians’ GM. Thanks for not trading
for a starter or two and dooming our season.

Here’s Vince to open the show. Josh says this is the first time Vince has
been on Smackdown in three years. That can’t be true can it? He talks
about the process of picking a new GM and says it has to be someone the
people respect. The new GM is Booker T. Cole: “Thank goodness! That means
he won’t be on commentary!!!” Booker thanks Vince and the Board but is

interrupted by Del Rio.

Del Rio goes into his schtick about becoming the new world champion and
Booker tells him to stop sucking up. How exactly he was sucking up isn’t
really clear but whatever. Booker talks about what Del Rio said on Monday
about Sheamus, including how Sheamus is beneath him. Sheamus is a peasant
and was born poor and here he is. Sheamus congratulates the new GM on
being the new GM and says the first pint is on him tonight.

Sheamus says he'’s proud of where he came from and says he wouldn’'t take a
few weeks off out of fear like Del Rio has done. Del Rio says he won’t be
competing until Summerslam but Booker disagrees. Both of them will be in
the ring tonight but Del Rio says no. Booker says yes he is and he's
facing Randy Orton. I'm so glad they spent the time having Del Rio say he
wouldn’t fight until Summerslam and made it last less than four days.
Sheamus’ match is up now.

Sheamus vs. Tensai

Tensai cuts an inset promo in Japanese. Ok then. They brawl into the
corner to start and Tensai knocks Sheamus back with a shoulder block.
Sheamus grabs the arm but it turns into another slugout. The champ knocks
him into the corner and takes Tensai down to the mat for a chinlock.
Tensai comes back with an elbow to the face and pounds away. For the life
of me I don’t get why they don’t just let Tensai be Albert or A-Train
again. At this point he’'s just A-Train speaking Japanese and no one
cares, so why not change it back?

Sheamus shrugs off the punches to the face and knocks Tensai to the



floor. Back in and Tensai knocks him down again and stomps in the corner.
Sheamus kicks him away and pulls himself to the top but has to jump over
Tensai instead of hitting the top rope shoulder. Irish Curse is broken up
so Sheamus clotheslines Tensai to the floor instead. Tensai catches
Sheamus in a dive off the apron and rams him into the post as we take a
break.

Back with Tensai hitting a Vader Bomb to the back for two. A bearhug goes
on but Sheamus quickly escapes. He can’t slam Tensai so Tensai kicks him
in the head for two. Another Vader Bomb is broken up but so it the
electric chair Sheamus wanted to try. Instead he just knocks Tensai off
the ropes and out to the floor. When all else fails go simple I guess.

There are the ten forearms and Tensai appears to have a cut on his
stomach. As Tensai is coming back in he walks into a powerslam for two.
Sheamus gets sent into the post and the Baldo Bomb gets two. A Tensai
charge misses and the Brogue Kick gets the pin at 10:20 shown of 13:50.

Rating: C. From a technical standpoint this was a pretty good power
brawl, but my goodness these guys aren’t interesting at all. Tensai is a
warm body with a bald head and tattoos on his face and that'’s it.
Seriously, what else is there to say about him? Sheamus is one of my
favorites but he has almost no character at all. The match was fine but
my goodness I don’t know why they think people are going to care about
these two or Del Rio for that matter.

Eve sucks up to Booker and tries to get a job. Booker doesn’t seem
interested and hires Teddy Long as his senior adviser. Booker sends Eve
in her little black dress out.

Antonio Cesaro vs. Santino Marella

Cole takes a jab at Sarah Palin before the match for some reason. Uh oh,
she might yell at him on Facebook. Cesaro says hi to us in five languages
before the match. Cesaro immediately takes Santino into the corner but
gets rolled up for two. A gutwrench suplex puts Marella down and it’s off
to a chinlock. Santino makes his comeback with his usual stuff but the
Cobra is blocked. Gotch Style Neutralizer is broken up and the Cobra gets
two due to Cesaro’s leg being under the rope. OQut to the floor and



Santino is sent into the barricade. Back inside the Neutralizer gets the
pin at 2:34.

Bryan is in the back and we get a video on his psych evaluation from Raw.
Bryan says he has no comments and that he’s going to be saying NO a lot
more often because the fans have stolen his catchphrase. He also doesn’t
need another psychiatric evaluation. As he’s shouting no, the lights go

out and it’s time for a six man.

Christian/Chris Jericho/Kane vs. Daniel Bryan/Dolph Ziggler/The Miz

Bryan has a NO NO NO shirt now. Christian and Bryan start things off and
the fans chant YES. Bryan takes him to the mat and stomps away but
Christian speeds things up and takes Bryan down with a shoulder block.
Off to Kane with the top rope clothesline for two. Bryan avoids a charge
to send Kane into the corner and it’s off to Miz. Jericho comes in but
gets distracted by Ziggler, allowing Miz to kick him in the face.

Dolph comes in legally and is immediately sent to the floor by Jericho.
Vickie acts as a human shield to block a dive and we take a break. Back
with Miz holding Christian in a chinlock. Back up and Christian grabs a
sunset flip for two on Miz but the champ kicks Christian in the face for
two. Off to Bryan for some NO kicks followed by a Ziggler dropkick for

two.

Back to Miz as the heels are working well together. Another boot to the
face gets yet another two count on Christian and it’s off to a chinlock.
Miz's running clothesline in the corner eats boots and Christian takes
him down with a jumping back elbow off the middle rope. Double tags bring
in Bryan and Jericho and they run the ropes. Jericho changes directions
and hits a springboard dropkick to take out Ziggler.

Lionsault gets two on Bryan and it’s off to Kane. Christian and Miz
tumble to the floor, landing on Kane in the process. Jericho puts Bryan
in the Liontamer but Jericho has to hit a Codebreaker on Ziggler. The
distraction lets Bryan roll him up for the pin at 8:30 shown of 12:00.

Rating: C+. This was fine for a midcard six man tag. It’'s very good to
see Smackdown putting on some longer matches since Raw doesn’t seem all



that interested in pushing anyone new outside of the same group of people
that always dominate the TV time. I’'m looking forward to some of these
blowoff matches and having three feuds in one match is never a bad thing.

Bryan shouts NO in a fan’'s face post match.

Orton says the WWE is his life and being away from Raw and Smackdown was
like taking the breath away from him. Del Rio is only the #1 contender
because he hasn’t faced Orton. Tonight it’s an RKO for Del Rio.

Jinder Mahal vs. Ryback

Ryback actually gets to cut an inset promo, talking about how he lives by
the rule of eat or be eaten and everywhere he looks in the WWE, he sees
food. Feed him more. Not bad. Ryback slams him to the mat and rams
Mahal’s head into the mat to start. Mahal comes back with the jumping
knee to the head but a second one is countered into a spinebuster to put
Mahal down. They head outside and Mahal hits Ryback in the head with I
think the microphone for the DQ at 1:13.

The Prime Time Players want t-shirts.

Darren Young vs. R-Truth

Truth goes right after Young to start and pounds him into the corner and
then against the ropes. AW is at ringside and has the mic again. Truth is
sent to the floor and Titus gets in some shots, so here’s Kofi for the
save. AW throws his jacket at Kofi’s head so Kofi chases him off. Truth
tries to suplex Young back in but Titus trips him up for two. Kofi is
back now but gets his head taken off by Titus. The distraction lets Young
hit the double knee gutbuster for the pin at 1:55.

Raw ReBound is about Punk’s explanation and the eventual announcement of
the triple threat match.

TOUT IT OUT ABOUT PUNK BABY! Oh my goodness these people get on my
nerves.

We recap Booker being announced as GM.



Booker is on the phone in the back when Layla comes in. Cody Rhodes comes
in to brag about retiring Booker earlier this year. Layla leaves and
Booker makes Cody vs. Sin Cara for next week.

Randy Orton vs. Alberto Del Rio

Del Rio sends him into the corner immediately and works on the arm. Orton
comes back with a clothesline and pounds away in the corner. Del Rio goes
to the floor but comes back in and rams Orton into the top rope to take
over. Out to the floor we go and Del Rio kicks Orton in the chest. Del
Rio hooks a chinlock but Orton escapes and hits his circle of stomps.
Knee drop misses and Alberto takes over again.

Orton gets sent into the corner and Del Rio kicks him again. I'm not sure
if the black trunks are helping Del Rio or not. Orton avoids a charging
Alberto, sending Del Rio’s shoulder into the post. That gets two and
Orton starts his finishing sequence. The powerslam puts Del Rio down as
does the Elevated DDT. Here comes the RKO but Ricardo runs in for the DQ
at 6:13.

Rating: D. Nothing to see here at all but thank goodness they didn’t have
Orton get a clean pin over the #1 contender here. I don’'t think I could
take another triple threat at this point. Actually scratch that as it
would be better than Sheamus vs. Del Rio again. The match was really
short for a Smackdown main event, but then again we had to TOUT stuff
earlier so some of the time had to be given away.

Post match Del Rio goes after the arm but Orton blocks the armbreaker and
dropkicks Del Rio to the floor. Sheamus throws Del Rio in for the RKO to
end the show.

Overall Rating: C. After last week’s good show, this was a
disappointment. The main event didn’t do anything, but that’s partially
because it was about advancing a feud that no one wants to see. Booker as
GM is a good enough choice as he'’s still well known enough to be
considered a big deal as a boss. This show was ok overall but as is
becoming the norm with Smackdown, if you missed it you never would know

the difference.



Results
Sheamus b. Tensai — Brogue Kick
Antonio Cesaro b. Santino Marella — Gotch Style Neutralizer

Daniel Bryan/The Miz/Dolph Ziggler b. Christian/Kane/Chris Jericho —
Rollup to Jericho

Ryback b. Jinder Mahal via DQ when Mahal hit Ryback with the microphone
Darren Young b. R-Truth — Double Knee Gutbuster

Randy Orton b. Alberto Del Rio via DQ when Ricardo Rodriguez interfered

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $5 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books as
low as $4 at:



