
Smackdown  –  July  22,  2022:
Another Boring Friday
Smackdown
Date: July 22, 2022
Location: TD Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Commentators: Pat McAfee, Michael Cole

And  then  Vince  McMahon  retired  from  WWE  and  everything
changed. This is one of those moments that you knew would
happen in some way at some point but you can’t actually fathom
it going down. On top of that, Brock Lesnar has reportedly
walked  out  on  the  show  and  won’t  be  here,  though  maybe
something can be salvaged. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here is Stephanie McMahon to get things going. She announces
Vince’s retirement and the fans immediately go into a THANK
YOU VINCE chant. Stephanie asks the fans to not get ahead of
them her and says thank you Vince for everything. This was
Stephanie the person rather than Stephanie the character and
that is completely acceptable given the once in a lifetime
circumstances.

Here are the Street Profits to be all hyped up for their Tag
Team Title shot at Summerslam. Cue Theory to remind us that he
will be cashing in on Roman Reigns. That brings out the Usos,
who don’t like Theory threatening Roman Reigns. The Usos says
Montez Ford and his wife are leaving Summerslam with no titles
and the fight is on. Madcap Moss runs in and the good guys
clear the ring.

Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Ludwig Kaiser

Kaiser  knocks  him  into  the  corner  to  start  as  commentary
wonders if Gunther’s aggressive mentorship is a good thing.
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Nakamura strikes back and gets Kaiser into the corner for Good
Vibrations. The leg is lifted up though and Kaiser hits a
suplex for two. That’s shrugged off though and Nakamura hits
the running knee in the corner. The apron kick to the chest is
blocked though and we take a break with Nakamura down on the
floor.

Back with Nakamura fighting out of a chinlock and hitting the
sliding  German  suplex  for  two.  Nakamura  stops  to  yell  at
Gunther though, allowing Kaiser to grab a small package for
two. A kick to the head drops Kaiser again and Nakamura rolls
him up, but the kickout sends him into a right hand from
Gunther. Kaiser grabs a DDT for the pin at 9:30.

Rating: C. Kaiser is someone who has done well in the limited
time that he gets to appear in the ring as he is fine for a
person  who  gets  to  clear  some  of  the  way  for  Gunther’s
opponents. The cheating keeps Nakamura strong on the way to
the likely Summerslam title match so it’s a story you’ve seen
before. Not a bad match here, and I’m sure we’ll get a rubber
match in the future.

Post  match  Kaiser  looks  pleased  but  Gunther  tells  him  to
assume the position anyway. Gunther pats him on the back….and
then chops him anyway. He’s a tricky monster.

We recap Liv Morgan cashing in the Money In The Bank briefcase
on Ronda Rousey.

We get a face to face with Rousey and Morgan, with Rousey
telling the interviewer to scram. Rousey is ready to win the
title back and expects Morgan to shake her hand. Morgan talks
about how she wants and needs the title more than Rousey.
She’ll shake Rousey’s hand, after she beats her again. This
was taking two bad talkers and having them talk to each other.

Happy Corbin jumps Pat McAfee, who gives chase to the back
this time. The brawl is on backstage with Adam Pearce and
company breaking it up.



Post break McAfee is back and gets tossed a microphone. McAfee
talks about how in eight days, it is man vs. big bald baby and
this right leg of his is putting the baby out for a nap. As
usual:  McAfee  can  talk  as  well  as  almost  anyone  in  the
company.

We look at the Viking Raiders being vicious and breathing all
heavy.

Viking Raiders vs. Shanky/Jinder Mahal

New Day is on commentary. Ivar elbows Mahal in the corner to
start but he comes back with a superkick. The beating takes
Mahal outside again and it’s a countout win for “the new
Vicious Viking Raiders (yes that is what they are officially
called)” at 1:39. Mahal and Shanky can’t take a pin?

Sonya Deville mocks Adam Pearce for his job as the boss, which
wouldn’t have happened if she was in charge. Pearce gives her
a match with Raquel Rodriguez as punishment.

Here  are  the  Brawling  Brutes  with  a  green  covering  over
something.  Sheamus  recaps  his  recent  issues  with  Drew
McIntyre, but his main problem is with McIntyre’s sword. There
is not going to be a match between them until that sword is
gone. Cue McIntyre, with Sheamus having Ridge Holland and
Butch wait outside in exchange for getting rid of the sword.
McIntyre: “What happened to you Sheamus? When did you become
such a b****?” He wants to know what happened to the Sheamus
he fought in front of 100 people when they have a chance to be
in a UK stadium show in front of 70,000 people.

McIntyre wants to fight right now and Sheamus is in….but just
not tonight. Instead, they can do this next week in a good old
fashioned Donnybrook, but the sword is barred from ringside.
They can have weapons though, which brings Sheamus to what is
under the covering: a bunch of shillelaghs! Adam Pearce comes
out to make the match and McIntyre cuts Sheamus’ cane in half.
That sword should be the one challenging Reigns as it is



getting more of the focus.

Paul Heyman talks strategy with the Usos, saying they need to
use Theory’s skills to help get rid of Moss and the Profits.
THEN it is time to go off the air with Theory taken out. The
Usos are in.

Raquel Rodriguez vs. Sonya Deville

Deville takes her into the corner to start and shoves her in
the face, only to realize that a waistlock is a waste of time.
With that broken up, Deville goes with a running knee for two
before we hit the chinlock. Deville’s guillotine is powered
off but Rodriguez misses a charge into the corner. A DDT gives
Deville two as she seems to be favoring her arm. Rodriguez
comes right back up with the Tejana Bomb for the pin at 3:35.

Rating: C. Rodriguez continues to be treated as someone who
can be the next big star in the division and it isn’t like
there is enough depth for her to overcome. I’m still not sure
why having Deville in there getting beaten up is supposed to
make her feel like a villain, but she lost a clean match here
so it’s even more confusing. This feels like a story where
they have forgotten the point and just keep moving forward
without a goal.

Lacey Evans vs. Aliyah

Remember how over the last few weeks, Evans has insulted the
crowd, put herself over because she’s a military veteran and
then laid out Aliyah before the match can start? Same thing
here.

Jeff Jarrett is very excited to be the guest referee because
he’s going to call it right down the line. It’s the biggest
tag match in Summerslam history (no) and it needs a special
referee. Spelling ensues.

We meet Max Dupri’s sister Maxxine (better known as Sofia



Cromwell from NXT) to say that what Maximum Male Models had
scheduled this week will take place next week.

Theory/Usos vs. Street Profits/Madcap Moss

Dawkins dropkicks Jimmy down to start and we’re in an early
armbar. The Profits take out the Usos and knock Theory off the
top for a bonus, allowing Ford to grab the Money in the Bank
briefcase for some drumming. We take a break and come back
with Moss getting pounded down in the corner.

That’s broken up and Moss gets over for the tag to Ford so
house can be cleaned. The villains are knocked outside again
and we take another break. Back again with Ford getting out of
trouble and bringing Moss back in to wreck the Usos. A kind of
lifting  powerbomb  gets  two  on  Jimmy  but  the  Punchline  is
broken up.

Jimmy drops Moss with a superkick for two but Theory would
rather walk out than get tagged in. Jey superkicks Theory and
go after him but Dawkins goes after them for whatever reason.
Ford hits the big flip dive, allowing Theory to take Moss back
inside. The brainbuster onto the knee gives Theory two but
Moss runs him over with a shoulder. Then Theory hits him with
the briefcase for the DQ at 16:52.

Rating: C+. This was the long form main event tag match and it
went well enough, save for the lame ending. That’s one of the
biggest problems with the Money In The Bank briefcase being
around: it lets the holder have an out, which WWE certainly
loves to use. It would be nice to see them doing something
else, but this is what you get around here and there isn’t
much of a way around the idea.

Post match Theory unloads on Moss…..and here’s Brock Lesnar
(McAfee: “I THOUGHT….” Cole: “I DID TOO!”). F5’s and briefcase
shots leave Theory laying to end the show. At least they
figured out whatever was going on with Lesnar.



Overall Rating: C+. Pretty good show here, though there was
nothing here that felt completely out of place after the big
McMahon news. Granted there is a very strong chance that it
will  not  change  until  after  Summerslam,  if  ever  for  that
matter, but at least they is a hope. Overall, slightly better
than average here, and I’ll take that after the drek that Raw
has been as of late.

Results
Ludwig Kaiser b. Shinsuke Nakamura – DDT
Viking Raiders b. Jinder Mahal/Shanky via countout
Raquel Rodriguez b. Sonya Deville – Tejana Bomb
Madcap Moss/Street Profits b. Usos/Theory via DQ when Theory
used the briefcase
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Smackdown  –  July  15,  2022:
Not A High Bar To Clear
Smackdown
Date: July 15, 2022
Location: Amway Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Michael Cole, Pat McAfee

We  have  about  two  weeks  to  go  before  Summerslam  and  the
question for tonight is “does anything besides Brock Lesnar
vs. Roman Reigns matter”. WWE has turned Summerslam into a one
match show and that doesn’t leave much for this week. We are
getting a Street Profit vs. an Uso though, just in case you
wanted some variety. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Michael Cole is in the ring to open things up and introduces
Pat McAfee, who has signed a multi year extension to remain in
WWE. McAfee talks about how special it is to be here for him
because he loves this so much. After a rather pro-Pat chant,
McAfee thanks the fans for putting up with Corey Graves for
two weeks while he was gone. That included BUM A** CORBIN
being an idiot last week, complete with video.

McAfee talks about how he and Corbin knew each other before
they even came to WWE. They were roommates together as rookies
in the NFL and McAfee knew Corbin was nothing special then
either. That’s what he’s going to prove at Summerslam, but cue
Corbin on screen. Corbin says he’s ready to beat up McAfee,
but he’ll be waiting to do that at Summerslam. McAfee isn’t
impressed, despite being one of the most complete packages
you’ll see in WWE these days.

Natalya vs. Liv Morgan
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Champions Contenders match. Morgan takes her down to start and
grabs a rollup, only to be sent into the corner. Natalya
knocks her out of the corner but the basement dropkick is
blocked. They fight to the apron with Morgan’s Codebreaker
being blocked, earning her a trip into the post as we take a
break.

Back  with  Morgan  getting  out  of  an  over  the  shoulder
backbreaker  and  striking  away.  A  rollup  gets  two  and  a
Backstabber with her feet instead of knees rock Natalya but
she hits a quick German suplex. Morgan pulls her off the ropes
but gets caught in a sitout powerbomb. The ankle lock goes on
Morgan  sends  her  into  the  corner  for  the  break.  Oblivion
finishes Natalya at 9:04.

Rating: C. This is the kind of win that Morgan needed, but as
long as Ronda Rousey and eventually Charlotte are around, her
reign feels like it is on borrowed time. Morgan is still
coasting on the energy of her title win, though that is only
going to take her so far. She has to win some bigger matches
to  establish  herself,  and  while  Natalya  isn’t  one  of  the
really big ones, she is worth more than some of the other wins
Morgan has had.

Post match Morgan is asked about her victory over Natalya not
being as dominant as Ronda Rousey’s was last week. Morgan is
used to be the underdog but she’ll still be champion after
Summerslam.

Theory is ready for anyone and knows people don’t like him.
Paul Heyman comes in and talks about how he likes the theory
of Theory cashing in, but doesn’t want to leave Theory to blow
his chance. What they should do is work together and set up a
scheduled title match. Imagine the prestige, the moment and
the money if Theory just doesn’t cash in at Summerslam! Theory
is still cashing in at Summerslam to become champion and then
he can hire Heyman himself!



Here is the New Day, dressed as the Viking Raiders. After
explaining  who  they  really  are,  Xavier  Woods  accidentally
talks like a pirate because he can’t do accents. To prepare
for this, they played a lot of Assassin’s Creed and watched
ALL of the Thor movies (Woods: “Yes, even the new one!”) and
it seemed to have worked. Cue the real Raiders, with New Day
calling them ugly and blowing a horn, which brings out Jinder
Mahal/Shanky for the save. So Mahal is a face now. I’ve seen
everything. Well not really, but enough of it.

Gunther yells at Ludvig Kaiser, who has to fight Shinsuke
Nakamura  again  next  week.  After  some  shouting  in  German,
Kaiser  gets  chopped  again,  leaving  Kayla  Braxton  looking
terrified.

We look at Lacey Evans turning (again) last week and laying
out Aliyah.

Lacey Evans vs. Aliyah

Before  the  match,  Lacey  brags  about  herself  again  before
apologizing for last week. That doesn’t work for Lacey, who
tells us where we can go and flips the mic away. No match, and
Aliyah is just ok with all of this.

Drew McIntyre vs. Ridge Holland

It was supposed to be Sheamus instead of Ridge, but the ring
announcer said Holland’s name and Butch rang the bell so let’s
do it this way. Drew starts fast and sends Holland to the
apron for Sheamus’ ten forearms to the chest. Sheamus offers a
distraction though and Holland gets in some cheap shots to
take over. Drew starts the comeback so Sheamus throws the
shillelagh at commentary, leaving Drew to hit the Glasgow
Kiss. White Noise sets up the Claymore to finish Holland at
3:25.

Rating: C-. Since WWE isn’t exactly one for subtlety, it was
pretty clear that Holland would be getting this spot as soon



as the Sheamus vs. McIntyre graphic went up. That isn’t a bad
story to tell as Drew has to go through the lackeys to get to
Sheamus, but it’s also a story that has very little drama as
McIntyre is all but carved into stone for the Wales title
match. This was a short power match with Drew more worried
about Sheamus than Holland, though I can’t say I blame him.

Long video on Brock Lesnar taking out Theory and the Alpha
Academy on Raw.

Madcap Moss is ready for Theory when Paul Heyman comes in.
Heyman reminds Moss of helping him with the biggest break of
his career. He remembers Moss giving Happy Corbin a heck of a
beating, so maybe Moss could do it to Theory too. It could set
up Moss vs. Roman Reigns in the main event of a pretty big
show. Think of the money and prestige! Moss thinks Heyman is
worried about Theory cashing in at Summerslam. And now it’s
time to go to the ring.

Video  on  Maximum  Male  Models.  Next  week  they  debut  their
Beachwear  Collection,  with  Max  Dupree’s  sister  Maxine
involved.

Madcap Moss vs. Theory

They shove each other around to start until Theory runs Moss
over  with  a  shoulder.  The  posing  ensues  (with  Theory’s
shoulder blade sticking WAY out) but Moss powers him up into a
fall away slam. Theory gets in another shot and puts on the
chinlock, which is broken up without much trouble. A running
clothesline takes it to the floor, where Moss’ missed charge
goes into the steps as we take a break. Back with Theory
hitting his rolling dropkick for two but Moss runs through him
with a shoulder. The spinebuster gives Moss two and he knocks
theory outside, where a briefcase shot to the face gets Theory
disqualified at 11:34.

Rating: C+. Good brawl, though you could see some kind of
screwy ending coming a mile away as WWE wouldn’t want either



of them to lose. That’s the problem with the briefcase holding
period: the person holding it isn’t always a major star so he
has to be kept strong, even if that means a lot of screw
finishes. Best match of the night so far though, partially
because it got some extra time.

Post break Theory promises to cash in at Summerslam but here
is Sami Zayn, with his arm in a sling, to interrupt. Zayn says
that is disrespecting the Bloodline, so Zayn wants an apology
right now. Theory isn’t impressed, but here are the Usos to
scare him off. That is enough for Moss to post Theory and
throw him over the barricade.

Jimmy Uso vs. Angelo Dawkins

Sami Zayn is on commentary. Dawkins takes him to the mat and
grabs a waistlock to start until Jimmy is back with a Samoan
drop. Back up and Dawkins knocks him to the floor as we take a
break. We come back with Dawkins hitting a heck of a right
hand and the spinning splash in the corner. The referee gets
bumped  though  and  Dawkins’  rollup  gets  no  cover.  Jimmy’s
superkick gets the same, so Dawkins is back with a Sky High
for the pin at 7:00, despite Jimmy’s shoulder being up (with
commentary loudly pointing it out).

Rating: C. I like both teams, but my goodness I never want to
see them face each other again. This feels like the 184th time
that the teams have had singles matches and that does not make
me want to see the Tag Team Title match. Then again, it isn’t
like WWE does anything else to set up most Tag Team Title
matches so this is all we’re getting.

Post match here is Adam Pearce to announce the guest referee
for the Summerslam Tag Team Title match: Jeff Jarrett. Yes
that Jeff Jarrett, and yes this is supposed to be a big deal.
McAfee spells a lot as the Usos and the Profits brawl to end
the show. Of all the people they have available, they pick
Jeff Jarrett? Yes I get the Nashville/country music thing but



my goodness. When you’re nostalgic for 1995 Jeff Jarrett, put
on  an  Underdog/Barney  Miller  marathon  and  call  it  a  day,
because nothing is getting better than this.

Overall Rating: C-. It was better than last week’s show and
did build up some things for Summerslam, but this show made it
clear that Reigns vs. Lesnar is all that matters (at least so
far). McAfee vs. Corbin could be ok, but other than that it is
a bunch of rematches and WE PROMISE THEORY IS CASHING IN AND
WE WOULD NEVER LIE ABOUT THAT. There was more wrestling than
last week (not a high bar to clear) but there is nothing worth
seeing, making this a rather long two hours with little of
importance happening.

Results
Liv Morgan b. Natalya – Oblivion
Drew McIntyre b. Ridge Holland – Claymore
Madcap Moss b. Theory via DQ when Theory used the Money In The
Bank briefcase
Angelo Dawkins b. Jimmy Uso – Sky High
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Smackdown  –  July  8,  2022:
What A Bad Show
Smackdown
Date: July 8, 2022
Location: Dickie’s Arena, Fort Worth, Texas
Commentators: Michael Cole, Corey Graves

We’re done with Money In The Bank and have just over three
weeks before Summerslam, but because this is WWE, we need to
build towards Clash At The Castle too. This week will feature
Drew McIntyre vs. Sheamus for the shot at Roman Reigns at the
show in Wales in September. Let’s get to it.

Here is Money In The Bank if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Theory losing the US Title but then
becoming Mr. Money In The Bank later in the night.

Here is the Bloodline to get things going. After their full
entrance, Theory pops up on the stage, with Cole asking if
he’s going to cash in Money In The Bank now. No Cole, he
isn’t. After a break (meaning nothing of note has happened in
nearly fifteen minutes on the air), Roman Reigns talks about
how happy he is to be here, including saying that he’s hearing
some mixed reactions from the fans.

As long as God wakes him up every day, he can handle anything.
Now he’s here and seeing the Usos and his Special Counsel….and
the Counsel looks like this. Heyman looks terrified but Reigns
says it’s ok, even as he hands Heyman the microphone and asks
what’s wrong. Heyman says that he loves his Tribal Chief but
the problem is Brock Lesnar.
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We hear about the things that Lesnar has done over the years
and Heyman is worried that we’re going to have to see the
savage Reigns. Putting Lesnar down for ten seconds in Lesnar’s
final title shot is going to be near impossible and Reigns is
going to have to do everything he can. Heyman believes in him
and takes a knee, but here is Theory (who left the arena and
is now coming back) to take a lap around the ring. And nothing
else. This was every Reigns vs. Lesnar promo you’ve ever heard
warmed up in the microwave with WWE hoping there is a bit of
flavor left in it.

Video on the Viking Raiders.

Viking Raiders vs. Jinder Mahal/Shanky

Gee, I wonder if Shanky is going to dance and Jinder will get
in trouble because of it. The bell rings and Shanky goes to
the floor to dance, leaving Jinder to get beaten down and hit
with the powerbomb for the fast pin at 1:08.

Post match the Vikings beat up Jinder again but New Day comes
out. Yes the Vikings have beaten them up in recent weeks, but
those were unsanctioned beatings. Therefore, New Day has cards
for OFFICIAL A** BEATINGS and charges the ring. The brawl is
on with New Day being destroyed in short order.

We look back at Happy Corbin jumping Pat McAfee and beating
him down after Money In The Bank went off the air.

Here is Gunther for an Intercontinental Title open challenge.
Ludvig Kaiser doesn’t think there is anyone worthy of this
shot  while  Gunther  says  it  is  foolish  to  defend  a  title
against  someone  when  you  don’t  know  they’re  coming.  Cue
Shinsuke Nakamura to say that if Gunther isn’t ready, he’ll
face Kaiser. Of note: Happy Corbin is on commentary to prove
he can do what Pat McAfee can do. As Nakamura comes out,
Corbin and Graves get on the announcers’ table to play their
air guitars as Cole looks like he’s ready to jump off a
building.



Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Ludvig Kaiser

Nakamura takes him down but goes to yell at Gunther, allowing
Kaiser to get in a cheap shot as we take a break thirty
seconds in. Back with Nakamura kicking Kaiser down as Corbin
talks about football. Kinshasa finishes for Nakamura at 5:35.
Nowhere near enough shown to rate but this should set up the
Summerslam title match.

Post match Nakamura leaves and Gunther yells at Kaiser, who
gets chopped as punishment.

We  recap  Liv  Morgan’s  wild  ride  at  Money  In  The  Bank,
resulting  in  her  winning  the  Smackdown  Women’s  Title.

Here is Liv Morgan for a chat with Michael Cole, but first we
get the YOU DESERVE IT. Morgan is rather emotional and talks
about how she is going to fight to keep the title. Cue Natalya
to interrupt and says she wants the title but Ronda Rousey
(limping badly) interrupts as well. After sounding like she
forgot where we are, she offers to kick the “credit” (yes
credit)  out  of  Natalya.  That  earns  her  a  cheap  shot  but
Natalya gets chased off as we take a break.

Ronda Rousey vs. Natalya

Rousey is in what passes for street clothes and kicks Natalya
outside. Natalya teases limping out but Rousey is right back
to kick her in the leg. The ankle lock on the apron sets up an
ankle lock in the ring to make Natalya tap at 2:18. What in
the world was the point of that?

Here is Max Dupree to introduce his Maximum Male Models tennis
collection, with Mace and Mansoor modeling the gear and Dupree
listing off various descriptions. And yes, they are taking
applications.

We look at Theory taking a lap around the ring earlier.

Theory is ready to cash in on either Roman Reigns or Brock



Lesnar at Summerslam. With Theory gone, Madcap Moss comes up
to say he’d love to shut Theory up.

Aliyah/Lacey Evans vs. Shotzi/Shayna Baszler

Lacey comes to the arena, doesn’t get the reception she wants,
and then does it again to a louder reaction. Then she does it
a third time just to make sure. Hold on again as Lacey grabs a
mic and says that was a disappointing reaction. The fans know
who she is because she poured her heart out on live TV and she
gets that kind of reaction? She’s an American hero and calls a
bunch of the fans fat. Lacey goes to leave but stops to punch
out Aliyah. No match, with Shotzi and Baszler never appearing.

Usos vs. Los Lotharios

Champions Contenders match and we’re joined in progress with
Jimmy being sent into Angel’s boots. Los Lotharios get the
Usos knocked outside and switch places a few times to amp up
the frustration. Back in and Humberto gets shoved off the top,
setting  up  a  superkick.  The  1D  finishes  Humberto  at  2:02
shown.

Post match the Usos are shown the Street Profits getting a
shoulder up at Money In The Bank. There is going to be a
rematch at Summerslam, with rumors of a special guest referee.
The Usos are happy with that, depending on who it is….which we
don’t know yet.

Sheamus vs. Drew McIntyre

The winner goes on to get the title shot at Clash At The
Castle. Hold on though as Sheamus is coughing a lot and thinks
he might have a touch of the Covids. He can’t wrestle tonight
because he needs to get tested, so Butch can take his place.

Drew McIntyre vs. Butch

Butch goes for the arm to start but Drew slips out. The
Claymore finishes for McIntyre at 1:28.



Post match Drew beats up Ridge Holland and holds off Sheamus
with the sword. He cuts the ropes, ala Wrestlemania, for a
bonus, to end the show. Ignore the sword bending.

Overall Rating: D. I really wasn’t feeling this show tonight,
as it felt like it was thrown together at the last minute with
a bunch of short matches and little that actually mattered.
Heck the New Day even acknowledged that they were basically
doing the same thing they had done for the last few weeks.
None of the matches got any time and it was mainly a bunch of
short action and talking, most of which meant nothing. Throw
in the bait and switch main event and this was a pretty
horrible night.

Results
Viking Raiders b. Jinder Mahal/Shanky – Powerbomb to Mahal
Shinsuke Nakamura b. Ludvig Kaiser – Kinshasa
Ronda Rousey b. Natalya – Ankle lock
Usos b. Los Lotharios – 1D to Humberto
Drew McIntyre b. Butch – Claymore
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Smackdown – June 3, 2022: I
Guess This Is Somewhere?
Smackdown
Date: June 3, 2022
Location: Schottenstein Center, Columbus, Ohio
Commentators: Michael Cole, Pat McAfee

It’s the to home show for Hell In A Cell and there are no
Smackdown matches set for the event. That isn’t a good sign,
but it is also familiar ground for the Cell show. Hopefully
they can do something this week, as there are a lot of people
who need to be on the card. That has never stopped WWE before
but let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is New Day to get things going and they are fired up
after their win last week over the Brawling Brutes. After
making fun of the Brawling Brutes name, the two of them thank
Drew McIntyre for helping them out last week. Cue McIntyre,
who  had  a  lot  of  fun  taking  the  Brutes  down  last  week.
McIntyre talks about Big E and promises to keep sending “those
pictures to keep you going”.

We get to the point though, as McIntyre wants to take the WWE
Universal Title from Roman Reigns at Clash At The Castle in
September. After Kofi isn’t sure how to respond to McIntyre
naming himself Big D, the team has a present for him. They
pull out a box, which contains….a Big D kilt! Cue the Brutes,
with Sheamus saying they didn’t have a chance to prepare last
week so we should do it again. Butch charges the ring and I
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think we’re ready to go.

New Day vs. Brawling Brutes

We’re joined in progress with Sheamus pounding on Woods and
handing it off to Butch. Woods jawbreaks his way to freedom
though and hands it off to Kofi to take Butch down in the
corner. Kofi starts kicking away but it’s Sheamus hitting an
ax  handle  to  cut  him  off.  A  missed  charge  sends  Sheamus
shoulder first into the post though and Kofi hits the Boom
Drop. Everything breaks down and it’s the double dives to
allow New Day to pose on the announcers’ table as we take a
break.

Back with Holland hitting a powerslam to set up Sheamus’ top
rope knee to the back for two. Sheamus goes after Drew for
some reason, allowing Kofi to hit a Meteora. The hot tag
brings in McIntyre to clean house, including a neckbreaker and
belly to belly. Sheamus breaks up the Claymore so Woods comes
back  in  as  everything  breaks  down.  The  Brogue  Kick  hits
McIntyre and the Bitter End gives Butch the pin on Woods at
11:00.

Rating: C+. It was more fun last week, mainly because we
aren’t  going  to  some  kind  of  trilogy  match  between  these
teams. It’s another case of WWE not knowing how to just drop a
story already, but maybe this is something that helps shore up
the pay per view card. At least Butch got a pin, having
finally overcome the small package worries.

We look at Riddle/Shinsuke Nakamura beating the Usos (via DQ)
on Raw to earn a title shot tonight.

Riddle and Nakamura are ready to fight for the titles tonight.
We look at the Bloodline taking out Randy Orton, so Riddle
dedicates the win to him.

Max Dupri interrupts Adam Pearce and talks about his modeling
agency  going  world  wide.  He  has  already  found  his  first



client….who we’ll meet next week.

We look back at Shanky’s dancing costing himself and Jinder
Mahal a tag match to Los Lotharios last week.

Humberto vs. Jinder Mahal

In the back, Mahal tells Shanky not to dance so Shanky dances
behind him instead. Mahal gets knocked into the corner to
start but he comes back with a backbreaker. Humberto misses a
kick though and gets superkicked, allowing Shanky to dance.
The distraction lets Humberto get out of the Khallas and roll
him up for no cover. Humberto yells at Shanky, allowing Mahal
to grab a rollup for the pin at 1:49.

Post match Shanky dances at Samantha Irvin, who dances back.

Shotzi vs. Natalya vs. Shayna Baszler vs. Raquel Rodriguez vs.
Aliyah vs. Xia Li

The  winner  gets  a  future  shot  at  Ronda  Rousey  for  the
Smackdown Women’s Title but hang on because Aliyah isn’t here.
We cut to the locker room where Aliyah can’t get out. Holds on
though as here is Aliyah to go after Shotzi, making that a
complete waste of time. Everything breaks down to start with
Aliyah being being sent into the barricade.

Baszler Kirifuda Clutches Rodriguez but they fall outside. Li
fights out of the Sharpshooter and it’s time to strike it out.
Shotzi  DDTs  Baszler  and  we  hit  the  parade  of  strikes.
Rodriguez  suplexes  Shotzi  onto  Natalya,  setting  up  the
corkscrew Vader Bomb. There’s the Tejana Bomb to Shotzi but
Baszler jumps Rodriguez, allowing Natalya to steal the pin and
the title shot at 4:14.

Rating: C-. Well that was short. What else is there to say
about this? Natalya is just about the only option they had if
they weren’t going with Baszler, so enjoy that sweet Natalya
charisma that we have come to know and tolerate for years now.



I’m sure the match will be fine, but this big mess of an all
over the place match wasn’t a great way to get there.

Post match Natalya and Rousey have a staredown.

We look back at Happy Corbin injuring Madcap Moss three weeks
ago.

Corbin says Moss better be looking for his job back.

Lacey Evans is back next week.

Madcap Moss is here, coming out of an ambulance.

Here is Madcap Moss to recap what Happy Corbin did to him.
What matters is that Madcap Moss is gone because the person
that let Corbin do that to him is buried. Moss wants to give
Corbin a beating so get out here right now. Cue Corbin, who
thinks Moss is betting for his job back. Moss still wants to
fight so Corbin says we can, but not tonight. Cue Adam Pearce
to make the match for right now.

Happy Corbin vs. Madcap Moss

Corbin bails to the floor to start before coming in for a
cheap shot. They head to the floor with Moss knocking him to
the timekeepers’ area. Corbin comes back with a chair but Moss
takes it away and hits Corbin for the DQ at 1:30.

Post match Moss unloads with the chair shots to Corbin and
wraps it around Corbin’s neck but agents break it up.

The Usos dedicate their match to Roman Reigns.

Adam Pearce makes Happy Corbin vs. Madcap Moss in a No Holds
Barred match for Sunday.

Ricochet is ready to defend the Intercontinental Title against
Gunther next week.

Gunther is going to win the title.



Tag Team Titles: Usos vs. Shinsuke Nakamura/Riddle

Nakamura/Riddle are challenging. Nakamura kicks Jey to start
and hands it off to Riddle for a fisherman’s DDT. A blind tag
lets Jimmy come in for a double spinebuster but Riddle kicks
him in the head. The double tag brings in Nakamura and Jey
with the former kicking away. The sliding German suplex drops
Jey and the running knee gives Riddle two.

Riddle gets knocked off the top though and a double superkick
gets two on Riddle, with Nakamura making the save. Nakamura’s
running knee on the floor hits steps though and the jumping
kick to the knee keeps him down. That’s enough for Nakamura to
be taken to the back so Riddle knocks both Usos down and we
take a break.

Back with Riddle getting whipped hard into the buckle but Jey
loading up an RKO is too far. Some suplexes set up some
Brotons  to  put  the  Usos  on  the  floor  and  there’s  the
springboard Floating Bro. There’s the hanging DDT to Jimmy but
the RKO is broken up. The pop up Samoan drop gives Jimmy two
but Riddle is back with the super RKO….as Roman Reigns’ music
plays. That’s enough of a distraction to let Jey hit the
Superfly Splash for the pin to retain at 13:21.

Rating: C+. Riddle was trying here and the Reigns deal likely
sets up their title match, assuming that thing ever happens.
Reigns needs someone to go after the title and Riddle is as
good as anyone else. Nakamura/Riddle was never going to be the
next big team so using them as a stepping stone to Riddle vs.
Reigns makes sense.

Sami Zayn cued up the music (Reigns never appeared) and Riddle
is stunned. Zayn comes out to celebrate so Riddle goes after
all three of them to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. It is becoming very obvious again that WWE
doesn’t care about what happens on this show, and a lot of
that continues to be due to the lack of Reigns. While Riddle



can help some by being set up as the next challenger, it is
only going to get them so far. Between that and the focuses on
Natalya, Dancing Shanky and MORE MOSS VS. CORBIN, this made
for a very long two hours and not in a good way.

Results
Brawling Brutes b. New Day/Drew McIntyre – Bitter End to Woods
Jinder Mahal b. Humberto – Rollup
Natalya b. Raquel Rodriguez, Xia Li, Aliyah, Shotzi and Shayna
Baszler – Tejana Bomb to Shotzi
Happy Corbin b. Madcap Moss via DQ when Moss used a chair
Usos b. Riddle/Shinsuke Nakamura – Superfly Splash to Riddle
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Have?
Smackdown
Date: May 20, 2022
Location: Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Commentators: Pat McAfee, Michael Cole

We are about two weeks away from Hell In A Cell and I think
that means you know what you’re getting. The big story tonight
is the Tag Team Title unification match between RKBro and the
Usos, which will probably get quite a bit of hype. Other than
that, we have a lot more to cover before the pay per view so
let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is the Bloodline to get things going, with Michael Cole
saying that if the Usos unify the titles, it will establish
the Bloodline as the greatest faction in WWE history. This has
been the latest “NO ONE TALKS LIKE THIS” moment. Roman Reigns
tells the fans to acknowledge him and then has Paul Heyman
tell the people why this night is so important.

Heyman talks about how the Bloodline is amazing, including
Roman Reigns, who is better than Hogan, Austin, Sammartino and
Cena.  Tonight  though,  the  Usos  are  unifying  the  Tag  Team
Titles and beating the best team on Raw to become the greatest
tag  team  of  all  time  (with  all  due  respect  to  the  Wild
Samoans). And that is a SPOILER! Roman tells the Usos to
deliver what he wants.

Sami Zayn vs. Shinsuke Nakamura

Feeling out process to start with Zayn getting the better of
things and punching away in the corner. A clothesline lets
Zayn choke away on the ropes but Nakamura knocks him off the
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top. Kinshasa misses though and Sami shoves him off the top
and out to the floor as we take a break.

Back with Nakamura fighting out of a chinlock and hitting a
kick to the head. Zayn sends him outside though and it’s a
Falcon Arrow onto the floor. Nakamura beats the count back in,
pulls Zayn outside and posts him, but Zayn beats the count.
Back in and Kinshasa finishes Zayn at 10:34.

Rating: C. It’s kind of a far cry from the Dallas masterpiece,
but  at  least  these  two  are  getting  on  television  with
something to do. Nakamura is being built up again in the
singles ranks after the Rick Boogs team was derailed so he
very well could be set up for some kind of bigger role.
Whatever that might actually be.

Video on the Usos.

It’s time for Happy Talk, with Happy Corbin standing next to
the Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal trophy. Corbin has
never been happier and we see a clip of him using the trophy
to Pillmanize Madcap Moss’ neck. Corbin talks about being sick
of Moss and asks who is laughing now. Then Corbin smashes the
trophy.

We look at Gunther chopping the heck out of Drew Gulak last
week.

Gunther vs. Drew Gulak

We’re joined in progress with Gulak hitting his own chop,
earning himself a kick to the face. A series of chops takes
Gulak down and the powerbomb finishes at 1:04.

Post match Gunther puts on the Boston crab but Ricochet runs
in for the save. Now this has me interested.

Max  Dupri,  the  head  of  the  hottest  male  modeling  agency,
introduces himself to Adam Pearce. Adam had no idea Dupri was
coming, but apparently he was signed by Sonya Deville. This is



awkward, but Pearce can’t quite pronounce Max Du-PRE! That
would be LA Knight, because WWE needed to change THE NAME THAT
THEY INVENTED LAST YEAR!

RKBro is ready to beat the Usos.

Shotzi and Aliyah argue about not being able to make it out to
the ring to face Ronda Rousey last week. Raquel Rodriguez
comes in so Shotzi yells at her, even calling Gonzalez an
absurd Amazon.

Shotzi vs. Raquel Rodriguez

Rodriguez powers her into the corner to start and then does it
again for a bonus. Shotzi tries a choke on Rodriguez’s back
but gets thrown down again. A fall away slam sets up the
twisting Vader Bomb and the Chingona Bomb gives Rodriguez the
pin at 2:55. Mostly a squash.

Xavier Woods isn’t happy with Butch beating Kofi Kingston last
week. Kofi is on New Day business this week, so Butch can come
see him alone.

Sheamus tells Butch to go take care of Xavier Woods.

Butch vs. Xavier Woods

Butch and company (with the company not here tonight) are now
dubbed the Brawling Brutes. They start fast with Woods sending
him outside but bringing it back inside, where Butch takes him
down by the arm. Woods is right back with the Honor Roll for
two but Butch kicks him in the head. That’s broken up and
Woods grabs Backwoods for the pin at 3:41.

Rating: C. I’m not sure what WWE’s deal is with Butch not
being able to beat Woods, but this is the third time that
Butch has lost to him via the same move in less than two
months. In theory the feud is going to be wrapped up sooner
than later, because both teams need to move way on. This is
especially true of Butch and Woods, as I don’t know if I get



the thinking here.

Post match the Brutes beat Woods down.

Video on RKBro.

Xavier  Woods  says  this  ends  next  week,  because  he  has  a
partner to face the Brutes.

And now, the big story, as Michael Cole talks about Sasha
Banks and Naomi “letting us all down”. Cole explains the walk
out and now the titles are vacant, with a tournament coming
soon. Banks and Naomi are suspended indefinitely. So yeah, you
know those titles that were barely defendable because there
were no teams? Well now it’s TOURNAMENT TIME! Also, WWE acting
like changing the card at the last minute is the ultimate sin
is pretty freaking funny. WWE would NEVER do something like
that.

Oh look: the Tag Team Title unification match is next. Sure
how WWE doesn’t advertise that and then turn it into a six man
tag.

Raw Tag Team Titles/Smackdown Tag Team Titles: RKBro vs. Usos

Winner takes all and Paul Heyman is on commentary. Orton takes
Jimmy  down  to  start  but  Riddle  gets  taken  down  into  a
chinlock. This lets Cole say the Usos are trying to do what
the Wild Samoans never did: unify the Tag Team Titles. That
would be really impressive for the Samoans to do as THERE WAS
ONLY ONE SET OF TITLES TO WIN BACK THEN! Riddle is whipped
HARD into the buckle and we take a break.

Back with Riddle having suffered a bruised hip off that whip
but he’s fine enough to keep going. A hard belly to back
suplex cuts off the hot tag attempt but Riddle strikes his way
over to the ropes for the tag. Orton comes in and starts
cleaning house, with the RKO hitting Jimmy. Jey makes the save
and pulls Jimmy over for the tag. Orton gets kicked into the



corner for the tag back to Riddle, who suplexes various Usos.
The super RKO is loaded up but Roman Reigns comes out to grab
Riddle. Jey shoves him off the top and it’s a Superfly Splash
for the pin and the titles at 11:35.

Rating: B-. RKBro is the only team that could hang with the
Usos at this point but there was little reason to believe that
the Usos weren’t going to have both sets of titles sooner or
later. WWE doesn’t need to have two sets of titles so the Usos
having the one remaining set is the right choice. Now just
find some teams who could give them a run for their money,
which is easier said than done.

Post match the big beatdown is on, with Riddle being choked
out. The Superfly Splash through the announcers’ table crushes
Riddle and we cut to a fan crying in a great visual. Reigns
chokes Orton out too. The Bloodline poses with all six belts
to end the show. Cool shot, but three people having six titles
doesn’t make me impressed. It makes me think there are too
many belts. Also, Riddle vs. Reigns at the pay per view should
be good.

Overall Rating: C+. Not too bad of a show here with the Tag
Team Title match being the biggest deal. I fully expect a
rematch to take place at the pay per view but for now, the
Usos having the titles is the way to go. Other than that, I
want to see Gunther vs. Ricochet, which is someone stepping up
to a bigger level. That’s not a bad show, with some other good
things sprinkled in.

Then you have the Banks/Naomi reaction and…that is up there on
the all time list of hypocritical WWE responses. Banks and
Naomi did indeed walk out, but WWE acting like making some
last minute change to an advertised match is this unpardonable
offense had me laughing quite hard. It’s weird for WWE to
actually do what they say they are going to do from one week
to the next, but now it’s horrible for Banks and Naomi to do
the same thing? That’s a very WWE reaction and I don’t mean



that in a good way.

Results
Shinsuke Nakamura b. Sami Zayn – Kinshasa
Gunther b. Drew Gulak – Powerbomb
Raquel Rodriguez b. Shotzi – Chingona Bomb
Xavier Woods b. Butch – Backwoods
Usos b. RKBro – Superfly Splash to Riddle
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We’re fresh off of Wrestlemania Backlash and the biggest story
coming out of the show is Ronda Rousey breaking Charlotte’s
arm to become the new Smackdown Women’s Champion. Other than
that, Roman Reigns continued to dominate and has pretty much
no one left in front of him. That isn’t good with the Cell in
less than a month. Let’s get to it.

Here is Wrestlemania Backlash if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of the six man main event at Wrestlemania
Backlash, with Roman Reigns spearing Riddle for the pin.

Here is RKBro to get things going. Riddle takes the blame for
the loss on Sunday but they want Roman Reigns out here right
now to let the Usos make the Tag Team Title unification match.
Instead, here is Sami Zayn, in a Bloodline shirt, to answer.
As the locker room fleader and representing the Bloodline, no
one wants this unification match.

Zayn thinks the Raw Tag Team Champions need to go back to Raw,
but Riddle dubs Sami as Rusty, because his hair is the color
of rust. That’s not his name, but Orton says Sami is calling
shots for the Bloodline. That gives Randy an idea: Riddle vs.
Sami, and if Riddle wins, RKBro gets their unification match.
Orton: “RUSTY! RUSTY!” Sami isn’t sure, but Adam Pearce shows
up and he sure is…but it won’t be for the title match, because
Zayn doesn’t have that authority.

Sami Zayn vs. Riddle

Riddle goes for a quickly broken triangle choke and Sami gets
in a few shots. The chinlock is broken up so Riddle kicks him
in the head for a knockdown. A suplex gets Sami out of trouble
but Riddle blocks the Helluva Kick. Riddle goes up and gets
shoved down onto the barricade (ala Rob Van Dam) as we take a
break.

Back with Riddle kneeing Sami out of the air for two but Sami
knocks him to the apron. Sami’s hanging DDT is broken up and
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Riddle sends him outside for a Floating Bro. Back in and the
snap powerslam but Sami bails to the floor before the RKO can
launch. With Riddle going after him, Sami gets in a ram into
the timekeeper’s area, only to have riddle dive back in at
nine. The Bro Derek gives Riddle the pin at 10:17.

Rating: C+. This is one of those matches where they were
allowed to do their thing and they made it work. Riddle and
Zayn could have a decent match in their sleep and they had ten
minutes to make that happen here. Riddle bringing back the Bro
Derek was nice, especially after Orton mentioned him using the
RKO a bit too much this week on Raw Talk.

In the back, Roman Reigns isn’t happy about RKBro being here.
The Usos have this though and they’re going to do something
about it.

Post break, Sami Zayn runs into Shinsuke Nakamura and calls
him the table’s a** (I think). Laughter ensues and Sami looks
crushed.

Here  is  Ronda  Rousey  to  brag  about  her  title  win.  See,
Charlotte was a 13 time Women’s Champ (uh, she still is Ronda)
but look who has the title now. Rousey says Charlotte was
tough but she would die before quitting. She’s going to be a
fighting champion though so it’s open challenge time.

Women’s Title: Ronda Rousey vs. Raquel Rodriguez

Rousey is defending and gets powered into the corner to start.
An early Piper’s Pit attempt is countered with a knee, setting
up a clothesline for two. Back to back fall away slams send
Rousey flying and an over the shoulder backbreaker makes it
even worse. A side slam cuts Rousey off again but Rodriguez
misses something off the middle rope.

Rousey strikes away and tries a tornado DDT, only to switch it
into a guillotine. That’s powered into a suplex for two on
Rousey and a swinging torture rack slam gets the same. The



Chingona Bomb is countered though and Rousey gets the ankle
lock. Rodriguez breaks that up though and a big boot gets two.
A  powerbomb  is  loaded  up  but  Rousey  reverses  into  a
hurricanrana  to  retain  at  5:54.

Rating: B. Where the heck did that come? This was a star
making performance from Rodriguez, who beat Rousey up for the
better part of five minutes and got caught instead of getting
beat. I liked this a lot more than I would have expected and
Rousey was in all kinds of trouble before escaping with the
win. Good stuff here and quite the surprise.

Respect is shown post match.

In the back, Aliyah and Shotzi argue over how that should have
been their title shot but Adam Pearce doesn’t really know what
to say. End of segment.

Here is Madcap Moss for a chat. He is proud of his win over
Happy Corbin, even if Corbin could have won by making him tap
out with one more story about his watch. Now Moss wants to do
everything, from forming a team with Sasha Banks called Madcap
Boss, win Money in the Bank, replace title belts with title
suspenders….and  here  is  Happy  Corbin  to  chair  him  down,
because this feud must continue. Then Corbin slides in the
Andre the Giant trophy and uses it to Pillmanize a chair
around Moss’ neck.

Post break, Moss is being loaded into the ambulance and here
is Corbin to say it’s off to the Mosspital.

Women’s  Tag  Team  Titles:  Natalya/Shayna  Baszler  vs.  Sasha
Banks/Naomi

Naomi and Banks are defending and it’s Naomi ducking under
Baszler’s shot to start. Banks comes in and takes Natalya
down, setting up an exchange of rollups for two each. Baszler
saves Natalya from the Bank Statement and we take a break.
Back with Banks getting caught in a Hart Attack with Naomi



having to make the save.

Naomi avoids the stomp to the arm on the apron and gets the
tag, allowing her to clean house. The springboard spinning
kick to the face gets two on Natalya but Natalya takes Banks
down. The Sharpshooter attempt on Naomi is countered into a
small package to retain the titles at 8:33.

Rating: C. This match was the culmination of a feud that
started and then came to an end. I’m really not sure what else
to say about it, as they had singles matches after the tag
match was all but set, then they had the title match where the
champions retained. These titles continue to be the opposite
of interesting, which I believe is called the Natalya.

Ricochet comes up to Drew Gulak, who asks for advice. Ricochet
says if he had quit, he wouldn’t have the Intercontinental
Title. He tells Gulak to be his best self, so Gulak is ready
for Gunther. Then Gulak runs into Gunther, who slams him into
a door and breaks his chest with a chop.

Kofi Kingston vs. Butch

Xavier Woods, Ridge Holland and Sheamus are at ringside. Butch
jumps him to start and hammers on the mat but Kofi sends him
to the floor, allowing Woods to play some trombone. Butch gets
dropped again and Kofi winds up on Woods’ shoulders (more
tromboning ensues) as we take a break.

Back with Kofi fighting out of a neck crank and hammering
away. The SOS gets two on Butch but he’s back with an enziguri
for a breather. Kofi gets in a kick of his own and the
standing double stomp gets two more. Trouble in Paradise is
loaded up but everyone gets in a fight on the floor, allowing
Butch to grab the Bitter End for the pin at 8:33.

Rating: C+. If WWE just has to have Dunne as….whatever Butch
is supposed to be, at least they have gotten past the point of
having him lose to small packages over and over. The match



wasn’t a classic but it was god enough to fill in some TV
time, while also letting Butch have a win for a change.

Post match Butch runs through the crowd but comes back to join
his friends on the stage.

Sami Zayn wants Paul Heyman to tell Roman Reigns what he did
earlier to stand up for the Bloodline. He and Reigns need to
be on the same page so Heyman assures him that Reigns is
appreciative. Sami is pleased.

Here  is  the  Bloodline  to  address  RKBro.  Reigns  tells
Pennsylvania to acknowledge him and they’ve been doing this
for a little while. They smash them on Sunday and then tell
you what’s next on Friday. Well they beat Drew McIntyre and
RKBro on Sunday, but what is RKBro going to do about it?

Cue RKBro, with Randy Orton saying John Cena is ten times the
star that Reigns will ever be. Riddle talks about how he likes
to set the mood with his laptop at night and reaches to his
nightstand…..Orton: “Let me stop you right there.” Riddle: “I
meant I reached for headphones.” Orton: “To be fair, I didn’t
know where you were going with that.”

Riddle was watching their Wrestlemania Backlash match and now
he wants the Usos even more. Orton talks about how they are
going to unify the titles…and he just realized he’s a lot
taller than Reigns. The Usos accept the challenge but Reigns
isn’t sure about this. We’ll do it next Friday instead, with
the Usos bragging about how they’re going to win. Riddle knees
Reigns in the face and RKBro bails to end the show. They set
up the match, but RKBro’s comedy continues to be great as it
feels like they’re coming up with this stuff off of the top of
their heads, which you don’t get elsewhere in WWE.

Overall Rating: B-. For a show without much to build from
after the pay per view, this show was a pretty good use of two
hours. RKBro vs. the Usos is finally set (though I can’t
imagine a clean winner) and Rousey vs. Rodriguez was a heck of



a nice surprise. I had a good time with this show and it flew
by, which is always a nice feeling. They still need to come up
with something for the Cell, but at least we have some time
before we get that far.

Results
Riddle b. Sami Zayn – Bro Derek
Ronda Rousey b. Raquel Rodriguez – Hurricanrana
Sasha Banks/Naomi b. Natalya/Shayna Baszler – Small package to
Natalya
Butch b. Kofi Kingston – Bitter End
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They Know What They’re Doing?
Smackdown
Date: May 6, 2022
Location: Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum, Uniondale, New
York
Commentators: Pat McAfee, Michael Cole

It’s the go home show for Wrestlemania Backlash and that means
we need to hype up the six man tag which totally serves some
kind of a purpose. I’m not quite sure what that purpose is but
I’m sure it’s there. Other than that, it might be time to add
one or two more matches to the card. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at Ronda Rousey winning last week’s
Beat The Clock challenge.

Charlotte vs. Aliyah

Before the match, Charlotte says Aliyah quit last week and now
it is time for her to get rid of Ronda Rousey for good on
Sunday. Charlotte wouldn’t be surprised if Rousey left WWE for
good after she gives up. As for Aliyah, a single shot takes
her down but here is Rousey for the save. The brawl is on with
referees and agents (including Jamie Noble, who has McAfee
VERY excited) eventually….not actually being able to keep them
apart  as  Rousey  charges  at  her  again.  They’re  finally
separated  with  no  match  of  course.

Sasha Banks vs. Shayna Baszler

Naomi  (injured)  and  Natalya  are  here  too.  Banks  (in  a
hairband) starts fast and goes right after the arm but can’t
hit the stomp. Baszler gets in a shot of her own though and
hits the gutwrench suplex. The stomping is on in the corner to
keep Banks in trouble and a side slam takes her down again as
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we go to a break.

Back with Banks fighting out of an armbar and sending Baszler
outside for a ram into the announcers’ table. Back in and
Banks gets two off the Meteora as Natalya is losing it on the
floor. Banks tries a small package but Baszler reverses into
one of her own and grabs the rope (with Natalya helping) for
the pin at 8:15.

Rating:  C.  Remember  when  Baszler  was  awesome  and  looked
destined to become the new monster of the women’s division?
Well now she needs help winning a match via small package to
set up what is probably going to be a loss in a Tag Team Title
match. The match was fine enough, but it’s sad to see what has
happened to Baszler.

Post match Natalya goes after Naomi as Baszler loads up the
Future Endeavored Stomp (McAfee’s words) but Banks fights up
and makes the save.

Video on the Bloodline vs. Drew McIntyre/RKBro.

The Usos want RKBro.

RKBro isn’t that impressed with the Usos and are coming for
them on Sunday.

It’s time for Happy Talk and we get a recap of Happy Corbin
vs. Madcap Moss. Corbin doesn’t think much of Moss, who pops
up on screen and mocks Corbin for being a charity case, as he
lets tattoo artists try out their bad ideas on him. Corbin
tells him to come say this to his face so here is Moss to
interrupt. Moss talks about the various versions we have seen
of Corbin over the years, but we haven’t seen him ever be
entertaining. Remember the Lone Wolf? Well wolves have hair,
so maybe Corbin can be the BIG BALD WOLF! That’s enough to
make Corbin….walk off without doing anything.

Video on Drew Gulak’s recent attempts at getting various jobs



in WWE.

Drew Gulak vs. ???

Gulak is back in the ring against a mystery opponent and
it’s…..Gunther. An early armbar has Gulak in trouble and a
chop makes it worse. The big boot sets up another chop and
there’s the chop in the corner. Gunther grabs the sleeper and
it’s a powerbomb for the pin on Gulak at 1:59. Moving Gunther
up to slightly better competition is a good move.

We look back at Rick Boogs getting injured at Wrestlemania,
plus Roman Reigns taking out Shinsuke Nakamura. I thought I
dreamed that.

Nakamura doesn’t like the Bloodline and promises to get a
piece of Roman Reigns. Sami Zayn is watching from behind a
truck.

Drew McIntyre is ready for Sunday but thinks Roman Reigns
needs to get his head kicked off tonight.

Sheamus/Ridge Holland vs. New Day

Tables  match.  It’s  a  brawl  to  start,  as  you  might  have
guessed, with Woods diving onto Holland on the floor. New Day
grabs a table to hit Sheamus in the ribs but setting the table
up takes too long. Holland is back up for the save but Woods
breaks up a powerbomb through the table. That lets Kofi go
onto the post for the HUGE dive off the top to send Sheamus
through the barricade as we take a break.

Back with Sheamus and Holland both hitting their ten forearms
to the chest. Kofi manages an SOS but gets dropped on the
apron to cut him off. Woods strikes away at Holland back
inside but has to knock Sheamus off the apron. Sheamus pulls
Woods off the top to save Holland so Kofi takes Sheamus down
with a hue dive. The announcers’ table is loaded up but Kofi
has to slip out of an Alabama Slam attempt. With Sheamus on



the table, Woods goes up but Butch comes out from under the
ring for the save. Woods is put through the table for the win
at 12:31.

Rating: C. The best thing here is that I was wondering if they
would use the WHERE IS BUTCH thing as a way to release him so
this could be worse. The table stuff here felt like such a
tacked on stipulation as this feud keeps going for reasons I
don’t quite understand. Sheamus and Holland have destroyed New
Day over and over but the feud keeps going for some reason.

Post match Butch has to be pulled off of Woods.

Paul Heyman thinks Kayla Braxton is flirting with him and
wants to be taken out for pizza in New York. Sami Zayn comes
up and asks Braxton to leave so he can talk to Heyman (Heyman:
“DON’T  LEAVE  ME  ALONE  WITH  HIM!”).  Sami  talks  about  how
Shinsuke Nakamura hasn’t forgotten anything and as a locker
room leader, felt Roman Reigns should know. Heyman agrees to
tell Reigns, but this might not be trustworthy.

Post break, Zayn asks Adam Pearce for a match with Nakamura
next week. Pearce says they can just do it now instead.

It’s time for Chapter 5 of the Lacey Evans Story, as she talks
about her father and some family members overdosing before she
became a wrestler. Then she decided that she needed to do
something with her life. She had her first match in front of
her daughter and now she wants to know who can stop her. Soon,
she is going to be the Smackdown Women’s Champion.

In the arena, the announcer tells us that Lacey Evans is about
to come out here, but wants the proper respect with some
applause. Cue Lacey, who celebrates with some fans and then
leaves. End of segment.

Video on Raquel Rodriguez.

Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Sami Zayn



Feeling out process to start until Zayn knocks him into the
ropes. A running kick to the chest cuts that off and Nakamura
adds  a  standing  version  to  stagger  him.  The  Kinshasa  is
countered into a Michinoku Driver to give Zayn two and we take
a break. Back with Sami hammering on Nakamura for two and
yelling at the official over the count.

Nakamura gets two of his own off a running knee and the cross
armbreaker goes on. Zayn is able to stack him up for two so
Nakamura hits a kick to the head. They head outside where Zayn
tries to run again but Nakamura isn’t letting that happen.
Instead Zayn hits a quick Helluva Kick to beats the count back
in at 9:12.

Rating: C. This wasn’t quite their Takeover: Dallas classic.
I’m not entirely sure why they brought Nakamura back here just
to have him lose, though it is nice to FINALLY follow up on
that angle from a few weeks ago that went nowhere. Sure it’s a
different direction, but I’ll take it over absolutely nothing.

Here are Drew McIntyre and RKBro (who might be combined to
become, I kid you not, RK McBro) for a chat. Before they call
out the Bloodline, Riddle asks what the other two acknowledge.
This includes McIntyre and Orton’s history against each other,
and that Orton has muscular legs. Orton says he acknowledges
that the sky is blue and the grass is green, with McIntyre
saying it’s a joint decision. They call out the Bloodline and
get what they want, with the brawl being on. The Bloodline is
cleared out to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. They do want us to watch the pay per view
right? As in that was the point of this show. I’m not sure how
that is what they were going for here, as this didn’t make me
want to watch a six man tag and it certainly didn’t make me
want  to  see  Charlotte  vs.  Ronda  Rousey  again.  Maybe  it’s
because  Wrestlemania  Backlash  feels  like  one  of  the  most
unimportant pay per views in a very long time, but I have no
desire to watch the show and this didn’t do it any favors.



Results
Shayna Baszler b. Sasha Banks – Small package
Gunther b. Drew Gulak – Powerbomb
Sheamus/Ridge Holland b. New Day – Woods was put through a
table
Sami Zayn b. Shinsuke Nakamura via countout
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roster is currently over in Europe. WrestleMania Backlash is
in just over two weeks and the card could use some spicing up,
which we might get this week. If nothing else, things should
be interesting as we have our second contract signing in two
shows (third if you count this week’s NXT UK). Let’s get to
it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Sami Zayn vs. Drew McIntyre

Inside a cage after Zayn has run away from McIntyre twice in a
row. Drew Gulak, auditioning to be timekeeper, rings the bell
so Sami goes for the early escape. That goes as well as
expected and McIntyre sends him straight into the cage. It
works well enough that McIntyre does it again but Zayn grabs a
sunset bomb to send us to a break.

Back with Zayn rubbing McIntyre’s face against the cage and
then kicking said face into said cage. McIntyre gets in a ram
into the cage of his own but Sami whips him right back in for
a knockdown. The Helluva Kick against the cage rocks McIntyre
but he’s fine enough to pull Zayn back down.

An overhead belly to belly sets up a neckbreaker so McIntyre
loads  up  the  Claymore.  It  takes  a  bit  too  long  though,
allowing Zayn to go up and crotch McIntyre for the attempted
save. That takes too long too though and it’s a superplex back
down, setting up the Claymore to give McIntyre the pin at
10:20.

Rating: C+. This felt like a dark match main event as they
didn’t do anything special other than that superplex. There
wasn’t much doubt about the winner here as this version of
Zayn isn’t going to be winning any major match. McIntyre gets
a nice win in what feels like a big match and can move on to
something bigger.

We look back at last week’s contract signing between Ronda
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Rousey and Charlotte.

Charlotte doesn’t get embarrassed, but Ronda certainly will at
Wrestlemania Backlash. Tonight it’s a Beat The Clock Challenge
and Rousey might quit before we even get to the pay per view.

Here is Happy Corbin for Happy Talk, which is now new and
improved because Madcap Moss isn’t here anymore. Moss failed
at his one job of being funny so now Corbin has to beat him at
WrestleMania Backlash. That means Moss will get to show that
the only joke is suggesting that he could ever beat Corbin.

Until then, Corbin needs to destroy Moss’ Andre The Giant
Memorial Battle Royal trophy, which is his special guest this
week. The trophy gets an entrance as we look at Moss’ recent
roll. Back in the arena, Corbin wants to wreck the trophy and
calls for the sledgehammer….but it’s Moss holding said hammer.
The beating is on and Corbin is left laying.

We look back at Ricochet defeating Jinder Mahal and getting a
match with Shanky set up for this week.

Intercontinental Title: Ricochet vs. Shanky

Shanky, with Jinder Mahal, is challenging and powers Ricochet
into the corner to start. The neck crank goes on in less than
a minute but Ricochet fights back up. That doesn’t last long
as Shanky takes him back down for another neck crank, only to
miss  an  elbow.  Ricochet  fights  up  and  hits  a  springboard
crossbody. Mahal’s distraction lets Shanky grab him again,
only to have Ricochet roll him up for the pin to retain at
3:22.

Rating: D+. Yeah what were you expecting here? Shanky might as
well have had a sign above his head saying “PIN ME/PAY ME” as
there was no chance that Ricochet was dropping the title here.
Hopefully this wraps things up, but it looks like we might be
seeing more of Ricochet vs. Mahal, as WWE continues to think
that’s a good idea. I’m sure it’ll work this time though.



Post match Mahal yells at Shanky, who walks off.

Raquel Rodriguez says you aren’t nervous when you look like
her. Seriously though, of course she’s nervous but she’s going
to put on a show. The show was acting like anyone would speak
this way.

Raquel Rodriguez vs. Cat Cardoza

Cardoza jumps her before the bell and is easily thrown around
by the arm. Some fall away slams set up a spinning Vader Bomb
but Cardoza is back with a running knee in the corner. Choking
on the ropes doesn’t go well for Cardoza as Rodriguez is back
with the Chingona Bomb for the pin at 2:00. Cardoza got in a
bit  too  much  offense  here  but  Rodriguez  looked  dominant
enough.

Ludwig Kaiser and Gunther brag about the latter’s dominance.
Gunther promises to take respect.

A Make A Wish kid is here. That’s always awesome.

It’s time for the contract signing for the Tag Team Title
unification match at Wrestlemania Backlash between the Usos
and RKBro. Everyone throws out their chairs and Adam Pearce
says let’s just get this done with no problems. The Usos say
they don’t have to prove anything to anyone and the only thing
they need is bigger luggage when they win the other titles.
Riddle  says  he  can’t  tell  the  Usos  apart,  which  isn’t  a
problem for RKBro.

Randy Orton can’t believe that because he has never had a
problem telling them apart. See, you have Jey Uso, who is the
right hand man and Jimmy Uso is nothing but a little b****.
The fight is on with RKBro getting the better of things but
here is Roman Reigns to uneven things a bit.

Now the beatdown is on, with Reigns ripping up the contract
and shoving it in Riddle’s mouth….but here is Drew McIntyre to



slowly walk down the aisle for the save. With the teams out of
the way, McIntyre gets in the ring and sends Reigns flying
with a suplex as we seem to have a next challenger. I would
have bet on it being at a bigger show, but maybe that’s all
they could think of at the moment.

Post  break  Paul  Heyman  comes  in  to  see  Adam  Pearce  and
suggests  that  the  Tag  Team  Title  match  at  Wrestlemania
Backlash be turned into a six man tag. Pearce says not so
fast, but Heyman says the Board Of Directors might see things
differently.

Naomi vs. Shayna Baszler

Yes it’s a singles ma….oh forget it. Their respective partners
are here too. Baszler takes her down to start but gets pulled
into the corner so Naomi can have her fun (as Cole likes to
describe it). That doesn’t work for Baszler, who suplexes her
down  and  starts  twisting  the  arm.  The  Kirifuda  Clutch  is
countered into a Bubba Bomb attempt but Baszler is out again.
Naomi fights up and sends her face first into the corner for
the pin at 2:23.

Post match the brawl is on with Sasha Banks clearing the ring
but Natalya pulls her into the Sharpshooter in the ropes.
Baszler stomps on Naomi’s arm for a bonus.

We look back at Butch running away from Ridge Holland and
Sheamus, with Michael Cole saying he ran off like a “spoiled,
petulant child.” There are missing person posters, plus FAKE
PHOTOS of him possibly being in various places.

Sheamus  and  Ridge  Holland  have  been  putting  up  the
posters….but they put them in the same places, seemingly not
noticing the same posters in the same places.

The six man is official for Wrestlemania Backlash, with no
titles on the line. Riveting.



Xavier Woods vs. Ridge Holland

Before the match, New Day mocks Sheamus and Ridge Holland for
losing Butch. Woods dubs Sheamus “Shake It Sheamus” for all of
the partners he has had over the years, which does not sit
well with Sheamus. Feeling out process to start with Holland
using the power to take over. That’s fine with Woods, who
sends him outside and hits the flip dive off the apron to drop
Holland as we take a break.

Back with Holland running him over and dropping some elbows.
Woods’  comeback  is  cut  off  without  much  trouble  and  the
chinlock goes on, allowing fans to keep up the Sheamus chants.
Another comeback attempt is countered into a spinebuster but
Woods grabs Backwoods for the fast pin at 8:25.

Rating: C. Is Backwoods supposed to be a joke finisher? If it
is, they need to work on their joke finishers, though I don’t
think it’s meant to be one. That doesn’t exactly make things
better, but maybe Woods’ singles run continues. Granted I
don’t think that is where they are going, but it is a bit hard
to get fired up about someone turning a small package into a
thing.

Post match Sheamus wants to show Ridge how it’s done so Kofi
Kingston can get in here right now.

Kofi Kingston vs. Sheamus

Joined in progress with Kofi fighting out of the ten forearms
to the chest and hitting a spinning top rope forearm to the
head. The Irish Curse hurts Kofi so Sheamus does it two more
times before grabbing a reverse chinlock. A powerslam gives
Sheamus two but the Brogue Kick is countered into the SOS for
two. Sheamus knees him out of the air though and the Brogue
Kick finishes Kingston at 2:57.

Post match Holland sends Woods into the barricade and Sheamus
loads up the table. The powerbomb through the table leaves



Woods laying.

We get Chapter Four of the Lacey Evans Story, focusing on her
time in the Marines. She graduated from boot amp but her
father didn’t show up to the ceremony because she was never
good enough for her family. Evans starts crying as she talks
about not having any support growing up and she doesn’t need
it. Now she is coming for everyone in the WWE locker room.

I Quit Beat The Clock Challenge: Ronda Rousey vs. Shotzi

I Quit match with Charlotte at ringside. Shotzi bails to the
floor to start so the chase is on with Shotzi getting in a few
shots on the way back in. Rousey isn’t having that and grabs a
suplex, setting up the ankle lock with a grapevine to make
Shotzi give up at 1:41.

Charlotte talks some trash to Rousey and now it’s Charlotte’s
turn.

I Quit Beat The Clock Challenge: Charlotte vs. Aliyah

Non-title I Quit match with a 1:41 time limit. Aliyah starts
moving around early and even hits a bulldog. A high crossbody
misses though and Charlotte kicks her in the face. The Figure
Eight is kicked away though (with Rousey getting in a smirk),
meaning Charlotte has to take Aliyah down again. The Figure
Eight goes on but time expires at 1:41, meaning Rousey wins.

Post match the staredown is on and Charlotte slowly walks
outside….to go after Drew Gulak. The beating is on, including
a bell shot to Gulak’s back, to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. This didn’t work all that well and the
ending felt pretty flat. Granted some of that is due to this
being a taped show, but there wasn’t anything on here worth
seeing. Throw in the lack of the big Tag Team Title match at
the pay per view and the future isn’t looking bright on this
show at the moment. I was rather disappointed here, and the



six man being announced really didn’t make it better.

Results
Drew McIntyre b. Sami Zayn – Claymore
Ricochet b. Shanky – Rollup
Raquel Rodriguez b. Cat Cardoza – Chingona Bomb
Naomi b. Shayna Baszler – Drop toehold into the corner
Xavier Woods b. Ridge Holland – Backwoods
Sheamus b. Kofi Kingston – Brogue Kick
Ronda Rousey b. Shotzi – Ankle lock
Charlotte vs. Aliyah went to a time limit draw
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2022: Keep Them Entertained
Smackdown
Date: February 18, 2022
Location: Smoothie King Center, New Orleans, Louisiana
Commentators: Corey Graves, Michael Cole

We’re taped this week as the roster is in Saudi Arabia for
this weekend’s Elimination Chamber. That can make for some
interesting shows as the crowd might have to be brought into
things a bit more. It’s also the go home show for Elimination
Chamber, meaning we are probably in for a lot of hype. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Adam  Pearce  is  in  the  ring  for  a  contract  signing  for
Charlotte/Sonya Deville vs. Ronda Rousey/Naomi. Everyone comes
to the ring and Sonya says she knows how to do this. They
immediately start arguing and yelling over each other, because
that’s how women interact in WWE. Sonya and Charlotte both
sign but Naomi threatens to turn the table over if they don’t
stop stalling.

Hold on though because Sonya has a stipulation. A few days
ago, Rousey said that she could beat Sonya with one arm tied
behind her back, so that’s what she is going to have to do.
Ronda is down with that and signs, as does Naomi, and the
fight is on. Charlotte has a contract thrown at her and Sonya
getting kicked in the head, sending them running off. They
kept this short and that might be a good thing.

Sheamus isn’t happy with Ridge Holland losing to Ricochet and
wonders if Holland is getting any of this. Tonight, Sheamus
will lead by example.
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Sheamus vs. Ricochet

Ridge Holland is here with Sheamus. Ricochet starts fast and
strikes away before sending Sheamus outside. That means a
running flip dive through the ropes but Sheamus is back with a
knee choke in the corner. A suplex drops Ricochet and we hit
the chinlock. Ricochet fights up and takes it to the floor,
only to be fall away slammed over the announcers’ table.

We take a break and come back with Sheamus pounding away until
Ricochet manages a tornado DDT. The standing shooting star
press sets up a non-running Lionsault for two and Ricochet is
getting frustrated. Sheamus grabs an Alabama Slam and goes up
top, only to get caught with a super Spanish Fly for a close
two. Holland tries a distraction but Ricochet is waiting on
him, meaning Sheamus’ surprise Brogue Kick misses. The Recoil
gives Ricochet the pin at 10:54.

Rating: B-. That is almost a relief to see as Ricochet gets a
win without any major shenanigans. This felt like it actually
meant something and that is a lot more than I would have
expected. I have no reason to believe that this is Ricochet
turning the corner, but at least he won a single match and
that is great to see.

Post match Sheamus yells at Holland and shoves him down.

We look back at Rick Boogs “accidentally” getting electrocuted
last week on InZayn.

Sami Zayn takes no responsibility for what happened to Boogs
last week. Zayn talks about what has happened to him over the
last year as we recap the entire conspiracy. Tonight, he makes
up for it by getting the Intercontinental Title back.

The Undertaker is going into the Hall of Fame. Well that was
expected.

Long Undertaker Hall of Fame video, set to Sad But True by



Metallica and American Bad*** by Kid Rock. This of course
features all kinds of classic clips and almost every major
star talking about what a legend Undertaker is.

Long video on Roman Reigns vs. Goldberg for Reigns’ Universal
Title at Elimination Chamber.

Jey Uso vs. Ivar

Jimmy Uso and Erik are here too. Ivar goes with the power to
put Jey up against the ropes to start but a superkick cuts
that off. The chinlock goes on but Ivar fights up without much
effort. The Bronco Buster in the corner sets up a top rope
splash to crush Jey, which draws in Jimmy for the DQ at 2:37.

Post match the Raiders clear the ring and get their headgear
back.

We look back at Drew McIntyre telling Madcap Moss that their
Elimination Chamber match will be falls count anywhere. Moss
looks scared, which is usually the case when a big sword is
involved.

Here is Drew McIntyre for a chat. He talks about how he used
to live near New Orleans and found out that the only people
who can drink with the Scots are people from around here.
McIntyre has spent a lot of great time around here, but now he
is getting ready to go face Madcap Moss in Saudi Arabia.

Since the match is anything goes, McIntyre can do anything
from hitting him in the face, sending him into electrical
equipment or drowning him in the Red Sea. McIntyre even asks
fans to send him ideas on what to do to Moss because he has a
20 hour flight. Cue Moss and Happy Corbin, with Moss promising
to laugh all the way home. They make fun of McIntyre’s neck
but  he  promises  to  make  the  laughter  die  at  Elimination
Chamber. That hashtag idea is smart, as it’s always a good
idea to engage the audience in some way.



Shinsuke Nakamura wants to kick Sami Zayn in the face.

Intercontinental Title: Sami Zayn vs. Shinsuke Nakamura

Nakamura is defending and they take turns driving each other
into the corner to start. Sami gets in a shot to the ribs but
Nakamura fights back with kicks and knees. Another knee has
Zayn down but the knee from the apron only hits floor to put
Nakamura in trouble. We take a break and come back with Zayn
grabbing a chinlock. Nakamura fights up so Zayn mocks the
NAKAMURA chants and hits a clothesline for two.

Another chinlock doesn’t work either, as Nakamura gets out and
hits the sliding German suplex for two of his own. Sami is
right back with a Michinoku Driver (which dropped Nakamura on
his head) for two more and they head outside. Nakamura kicks a
diving Sami out of the air but his running knee hits the
steps.

We take another break and come back again with Zayn working on
the leg. Nakamura fights back but gets his leg kicked out
again, setting up the Blue Thunder Bomb to give Zayn two more.
Zayn pounds away in the corner and mocks Nakamura’s COME ON
but the kick in the corner is blocks. That means Nakamura can
kick  him  in  the  head  and  again  against  the  ropes  (in  a
callback to their classic Takeover Dallas match). Kinshasa is
loaded up so Sami rolls outside to avoid being kneed in the
face. Sami trips him down and rams the leg into the post,
setting up a hard kick to the knee for the pin and the title
at 18:12.

Rating: B. This was a long match with Zayn getting smart by
taking away Nakamura’s greatest weapon. That made for a good
story throughout as Nakamura couldn’t strike away at Zayn, who
hung in there long enough to beat him. They had to change the
title here as Nakamura had held the thing for six months
without  doing  much  of  anything  with  it.  Zayn  has  his
conspiracy theory deal and this is as good of a payoff as



there was for the whole thing.

Booker T. met with some children at a community center in
Dallas as part of Black History Month.

Aliyah is very proud of Ricochet for being Sheamus. Ricochet
is so excited by his win that he almost sounds like a human
being. With Ricochet gone, Sami Zayn comes in to brag about
his own big win.

Video on the men’s Elimination Chamber match.

Here  are  Roman  Reigns  and  Paul  Heyman  for  the  big  final
showdown  with  Goldberg.  Reigns  tells  New  Orleans  to
acknowledge him and tells Heyman to celebrate him. Heyman says
this is the best part of his day because standing next to
greatness is spiritually orgasmic. He talks about how you
might  not  have  gotten  to  see  some  greatness  in  person,
including Drew Brees….who meant nothing because he played for
the New Orleans Saints.

That  means  a  WHO  DAT  (Saints  chant)  chant,  which  doesn’t
please Heyman that much. Heyman: “The eleventh commandment on
the Island of Relevancy: thou shalt not interrupt the Wise
Man’s  promo.”  Heyman  promises  Reigns  will  keep  the  title
tomorrow but here is Goldberg to interrupt. Goldberg picks up
a mic and then drops it, leaving Reigns to say he was going to
give Goldberg one last chance to acknowledge him. That doesn’t
seem likely as Goldberg gets in Reigns’ face and says Reigns
isn’t next. When it comes to the Universal Title, Goldberg is
next. Staring ends the show. Whatever gets Goldberg out of
here the fastest.

Overall Rating: C+. You had two matches of note and both of
them were quite good, but the st of the show was lacking to
say the least. Now in this case, that is a lot more acceptable
for two reasons. Not only was this the go home show with the
final push towards Elimination Chamber, but it was also the
second two hour show in front of this same crowd. What we got



was good, but you could tell they were clipping a lot of
corners to keep the crowd from getting totally burned out.

Results
Ricochet b. Sheamus – Recoil
Ivar b. Jey Uso via DQ when Jimmy Uso interfered
Sami Zayn b. Shinsuke Nakamura – Kick to the knee
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Reigns. That might not sound too appealing, but that’s what
the people paying for Elimination Chamber want to see. Other
than that, we have the fallout from Ronda Rousey destroying
Sonya Deville and choosing to face Charlotte at Wrestlemania.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Smackdown if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Ronda Rousey picking Charlotte for
Wrestlemania and also taking out Sonya Deville for a bonus.

Here is Sonya Deville, with her arm in a sling, to say she is
tired of people disrespecting her. There will be consequences
for  the  actions  of  people  like  Ronda  Rousey  and  Naomi.
Therefore, she has requested that Rousey be fined $100,000 and
suspended indefinitely. Cue Adam Pearce to say Vince McMahon
has responded to her request via email.

Said email says that Vince doesn’t like someone abusing their
authority, so not only is the request denied, but if Sonya
gets involved in Naomi vs. Charlotte, her job will be….IN
SERIOUS JEOPARDY. Cue Naomi to say that Sonya can’t touch her,
but Naomi can do this. A loud slap drops Sonya, who is not
happy.

Here’s what’s coming tonight.

We look back at Kofi Kingston/Big E. taking out Los Lotharios
in a pretty good match last week.

Big E./Kofi Kingston vs. Los Lotharios

After a quick chat in the back about how great Los Lotharios
are and the Los Lotharios Kiss Cam, we’re ready to go. Big E.
cranks on a headlock to Angel before Kofi comes in with a
splash for two. It’s off to Angel, who takes Kofi into the
corner for some crossface shots to the jaw. Humberto adds some
forearms to the back but Kingston sweeps his leg out. That’s
enough to set up Big E.’s apron splash and there’s the big
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dive to take Los Lotharios out at the same time.

We come back from a break with Angel pounding on Big E. and
TAKING OFF HIS (own) PANTS. Big E. gets up and brings in Kofi
as everything breaks down. A top rope double stomp/powerbomb
combination gets two on Humberto with Angel making the save.
Angel  hits  a  Backstabber  and  sends  Big  E.  outside  for  a
moonsault (with his leg smacking Big E. in the head). Another
moonsault press gives Humberto two on Kofi but he’s back up
with Trouble in Paradise. Kofi tries a tornado DDT out of the
corner but Garza slips off and stacks Kofi up for the clean
pin at 10:24.

Rating:  B-.  Remember  last  week  when  New  Day  beat  Los
Lotharios?  Well  this  is  the  same  thing  but  the  opposite,
because WWE loves doing this kind of thing. The good thing is
that  the  match  worked  a  little  better  than  their  usual
efforts, as WWE has a bad tendency to run nothing matches back
in a trilogy for some weird reason. Odds are this gets a third
try, as the tag division continues to spin its wheels.

The Usos jump the Viking Raiders and leave them laying.

We  look  back  at  Goldberg  returning  and  challenging  Roman
Reigns for Elimination Chamber.

We get a sitdown interview with Roman Reigns and Paul Heyman.
Neither  of  them  seem  overly  worried  about  Goldberg,  with
Reigns saying that if he was in WCW when Goldberg had his
winning streak, WCW would still be in business. After a clip
of Goldberg squashing Brock Lesnar at Survivor Series 2016,
Reigns laughs them off as old news. Reigns doesn’t think much
of the idea that he and Goldberg were supposed to fight two
years ago at Wrestlemania. He wants to slap Goldberg in the
face and get him out of here again. Preach it brother.

Recap of Aliyah vs. Natalya, with Aliyah beating her three
times in a row.



Aliyah vs. Natalya

Pinfall or submission only. Natalya shoulders her down to
start and they dive over each other a few times. A Michinoku
Driver gives Natalya two but Aliyah is back with a Thesz
press. Natalya shrugs that off and puts on the Sharpshooter,
sending Aliyah to the ropes. That has no impact though as
there are no disqualifications, meaning Aliyah has to tap at
2:40. So Aliyah beat her and beat her and beat her and then
lost. Got it.

Post match Natalya stays on her but Xia Li runs in for the
save.

We  get  a  Rock  narrated  video  on  Rocky  Johnson  for  Black
History Month.

It’s  time  for  InZayn,  but  first  we  see  Johnny  Knoxville
wrecking a bunch of Sami Zayn merchandise earlier today. Sami
says  he’s  on  to  bigger  things  like  getting  his
Intercontinental Title back, which doesn’t go over so well
with the crowd. The booing doesn’t work on a podcast so Zayn
promises then vegan creole recipes for later. That brings out
his  guests,  Rick  Boogs  and  Shinsuke  Nakamura,  with  Sami
promising to take the title last week.

Nakamura asks if Sami saw the movie, meaning Jackass Defeated,
which comes out next week. Sami doesn’t think much of Boogs,
who can lift all the weights he wants. Boogs reaches for the
microphone….and gets electrocuted, sending him down into the
corner. Nakamura goes to check on him and gets jumped by Sami,
who leaves them both laying. After that live electrocution,
we’re ready to move on.

We look back at Drew McIntyre taking out Madcap Moss last
week.

Madcap Moss, with a black eye, says he can’t be in Happy
Corbin’s corner this week.



Happy Corbin vs. Cesaro

Corbin takes him into the corner to start and starts the
pounding. Deep Six cuts off the Cesaro comeback but he sends
Corbin into the corner as well. That means the slide under the
ropes but they fight to the floor, with Cesaro hitting a
running uppercut. Back in and Cesaro hits the springboard
corkscrew uppercut for two but Corbin grabs the End of Days at
3:58.

Rating: C. This was a match where they didn’t have a chance to
do much and Cesaro was there to make Corbin look good. You
need to keep Corbin strong for the Wrestlemania match with
Drew McIntyre, because that’s what we’ll be seeing for some
reason. Corbin is better without Madcap Moss, but egads I
could go for something other than Corbin for McIntyre.

We go to Madcap Moss getting his eye looked at when Drew
McIntyre comes in. He knows Moss’ eye is ok, which is why
their  match  at  Elimination  Chamber  is  now  Falls  Count
Anywhere.

Charlotte is ready to retain the Women’s Title.

We get a sitdown interview with Goldberg and Michael Cole, who
Goldberg says he loves like a brother. Goldberg promises that
this is a comeback that will bring back the old him. It’s two
years in the making, ten years in the making or fifteen years
in the making. Reigns has promised to “Goldberg Goldberg”, but
Goldberg promises to make Reigns acknowledge him.

Here’s the opening segment again.

Sheamus was the honorary starter at a NASCAR race.

Smackdown Women’s Title: Charlotte vs. Naomi

Naomi is challenging and Sonya Deville can’t get involved.
Charlotte runs her over to start but Naomi is back up with a
whip into the corner. An enziguri sends Charlotte outside and



there’s a slingshot corkscrew dive to send us to a break. Back
with Naomi in trouble but managing to catch her with a high
crossbody for two. The Figure Four necklock is broken up so
Charlotte chops away instead. A tilt-a-whirl backbreaker gives
Charlotte two more and she bends Naomi’s back around the post.

Back in and Naomi manages some kicks to the head, setting up a
Blockbuster for two more. They head outside with Charlotte
sending her into the steps for a crash as we take another
break. Back again with Naomi fighting out of a chinlock and
hitting  another  springboard  spinning  kick  to  the  face.  A
bulldog drives Charlotte face first into the middle turnbuckle
but Charlotte plants her with a powerbomb for two of her own.

The double moonsault hits raised knees though and Naomi hits
the Rear View for a very close two. Naomi loads up the split
legged  moonsault  but  hits  raised  knees  as  well  to  give
Charlotte two more. A (not great) rollup gives Naomi another
near fall and she plants Charlotte with a headscissors driver.
Now the split legged moonsault connects for two, as the fans
are WAY into these near falls. Some forearms have Charlotte in
trouble and a kick to the head staggers her again. Another
Rear View misses though and the Natural Selection retains the
title at 19:50.

Rating: B. This took some time to get going but they were
rolling by the end, especially after the second break. They
had some great near falls with Naomi getting so close to the
title  before  falling  short.  One  of  the  good  things  about
Charlotte losing her title over and over is that there is a
chance she could lose the title here and then get it back to
set up the Wrestlemania title match all over again. Heck of a
match here and worth a look.

Post match Sonya Deville is here to go after Naomi, with
Charlotte  coming  back  in  to  kick  Naomi  in  the  face.  The
beatdown is on until Ronda Rousey runs in for the save.



Overall Rating: B. They had some good stuff here, with the
wrestling being solid for the most part, including a pretty
awesome main event. The setback here was the focus on Goldberg
vs. Roman Reigns, which isn’t exactly enthralling. At least
they kept the Goldberg segment short, because talking really
isn’t his thing. The main event really pulled this up, though
the bad things kept the show from hitting that much higher
level.

Results
Los Lotharios b. Kofi Kingston/Big E. – Rollup to Kingston
Natalya b. Aliyah – Sharpshooter
Happy Corbin b. Cesaro – End of Days
Charlotte b. Naomi – Natural Selection
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