
Impact Wrestling – October 3,
2013: Hit The Road Jack, And
Don’t You Come Back. Please.
Impact  Wrestling
Date: October 3, 2013
Location: Verizon Arena, Little Rock, Arkansas
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

We’re still in Arkansas and the main story is still Dixie Carter vs. Hulk
Hogan, despite us only having three more Impacts until the biggest show
of the year. Tonight is about Hogan’s decision on whether or not to join
Dixie’s side in whatever she thinks she’s doing. If we’re lucky we might
even get Bully and AJ in the same ring for the first time for the build
to their match. Let’s get to it.

We open with the customary recap of last week’s events.

Here’s AJ to address the crowd. He can appreciate Hogan trying to come
out here last week and smooth things over, but then Dixie Carter came out
and showed her true colors. AJ isn’t here to talk about Dixie or Hogan
though. Instead he wants to talk about his opponent at Bound For Glory.
What a refreshing idea. He knows exactly who Bully Ray is: the man that
he’ll beat at Bound For Glory for the world title. Styles doesn’t have a
contract right now and hasn’t even looked at the world title in over a
year. He’s coming to get what’s his at Bound For Glory, but here’s Bully
Ray to object.

Bully says Dixie is in AJ’s head because AJ is just hoping to win. If AJ
was really in the game, he would know that he’s going to win rather than
just hoping. AJ doesn’t have to worry about Dixie in San Diego though,
because Bully will give him all he can handle. Look at what Ray has done
to people like Hogan, Hardy or D-Von. What do you think he’ll do to a guy
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like Styles? AJ knows who he is: the man that beat AJ in a last man
standing match two years ago. AJ has one thing Ray wants: he wants to
take Styles away from the fans. Bully is sick of hearing the fans chant
AJ, and there’s the chant again.

Styles says that Bully is just like Dixie Carter, but Ray takes that as a
compliment. Dixie is a millionaire and a somebody while Bully is a
millionaire and the World Heavyweight Champion. Ray goes OFF on AJ,
ranting about how he’s going to beat AJ into the ground and send him back
home to his trailer, wife and three kids. AJ thinks Ray is going to get
killed in his match tonight against Samoa Joe, which is a surprise to
Ray.

Magnus is going to run the EGO gauntlet tonight.

Dixie has AJ escorted out by security but he leaves on his own so he
doesn’t have to breathe the same air Dixie is breathing.

Kenny King/Chris Sabin vs. Manik/Jeff Hardy

Austin Aries is on commentary. Manik and King get us going with Kenny
taking him into the corner for some choking by Sabin. Chris comes in
legally but the double team doesn’t work as King is caught in a
springboard hurricanrana to send him into the corner. Off to Jeff to
speed things up and hit a middle rope splash on King for two. Back to
Manik for something resembling an octopus hold on King before rolling him
up for two. King’s cut from last week has busted open again.

King snaps Manik throat first across the top rope before bringing Sabin
back in for a basement dropkick. Manik is tied up in the Tree of Woe so
Sabin can stand on his crotch for some torture and a two count. Back to
King for some right hands before Sabin comes back in for some choking in
the corner.



Chris runs into a boot in the corner and a middle rope dropkick (Aries:
“Right in the brain stem!”) puts Sabin down. Hardy comes in off the hot
tag and cleans house with the sitout gordbuster on King for two. Sabin
breaks up the Twist attempt on King as everything breaks down. Manik
sends Sabin to the floor and hits his double chicken wing gutbuster on
King, setting up the Swanton for the pin at 7:07.

Rating: C+. This was fine and set up whatever match we’re going to see
for the title at Bound For Glory. Kenny King doesn’t really fit into the
three former world champions against the X-Division Champion but it’s not
the worst idea in the world. It could bring some blood into the division
which has been anemic for years now.

Post match Sabin goes after Manik but Aries makes the save. Austin asks
for a four way match with Manik, Sabin, Hardy and himself for the title
at Bound For Glory.

Sting and Hogan have a legends powwow about what Hogan should do. Hulk
declares Dixie worse than Bischoff before a girl delivers a gift from
Dixie. It’s a watch, the same one that Dixie gave Sting as a retirement
gift. Hogan: “She is worse than Bischoff. He never gave me anything.”

We look at EGO jumping Magnus last week. Later in the night Sting asked
Magnus what happened. Magnus says they’re in his head and he wants all
three of them on his own next week (tonight). He’s icing his knee but
says it’s just tweeked.

EGO vs. Magnus

It’s a gauntlet match with Daniels up first. Magnus jumps Daniels in the
corner but Chris comes back with elbows to the neck. Daniels gets
shouldered down and asks for a breather, only to get kicked in the ribs
for his efforts. Chris goes to the throat to slow the Brit down before
bulldogging him throat first on the top rope. We hit the chinlock for a
bit before Daniels can’t hit Angel’s Wings. Magnus comes back with a



clothesline but jumps into the Koji Clutch. He’s right next to the ropes
though so Daniels goes up for the BME, only to land on Magnus’ bad leg.
The Falcon’s Arrow eliminates Daniels at 3:55.

Kazarian is up next and Magnus doesn’t wait for him to get to the ring.
We take a break and come back with Kazarian raking the eyes to escape a
press slam. A dropkick puts Magnus down again for two but he comes back
with right hands out of the corner. Magnus punches him down and drops the
top rope elbow for two. He goes up but gets kicked in the chest, only to
roll through Fade to Black into the Cloverleaf for the submission at
12:37 total.

Last up is Bobby Roode but Kaz clips Magnus’ knee and crunches it in
between his own legs. Roode goes after the leg as we take a break. Back
with Roode still working on the knee like a smart heel would. Roode can’t
get a figure four, allowing Magnus to fight up and hit another Falcon’s
Arrow for a quick two. He tries the Cloverleaf again but can’t sit down
on it like he should.

Bobby punches at the bad leg to escape but gets shoved off during a
superplex attempt. Magnus misses the top rope elbow and gets caught in
the Crossface. Just as he’s about to make the rope, Roode pulls him back
and puts on an ankle lock with a grapevine for the submission at 23:08.

Rating: B-. This match was more long than good but the idea was right.
You can’t have Magnus beat all three guys in a row on a bad leg so the
ending was the right call. This came off a bit like Benoit vs. Angle at
the 2003 Rumble where Benoit didn’t so much get beat as much as he got
caught. Very good showing by Magnus here which is what he needed at this
point.

Magnus is mad post match but here’s Sting with something to say. The Brit
won’t listen to reason so Sting says let’s go to the back and talk about
this. Magnus says no with all due respect because he’s had enough. He
says everyone in the Mafia sees something in him but it’s not really



there. Sting, Joe and Kurt all passed the challenges given to him but
Magnus has failed every time.

Sting tries to calm him down but Magnus says he doesn’t need another pep
talk. Magnus says this is a results driven business but he’s not getting
the results. Sting talks about needing the one big match and he got it
with Ric Flair but Magnus cuts him off. He saw the Flair match with his
own eyes and has been watching Sting his whole career. Magnus was one
step away from Bound For Glory but now who puts him on the map? Sting
says he’ll do it at BFG and they shake hands.

Aries has a present for Hogan too: vegan vitamins. Maybe even a prayer or
two would help Hogan make the right decision. Aries talks about Hogan
doing the right thing over his entire career and says tonight is all
black and white.

Video on Hogan’s history in TNA.

Sabin won’t be at ringside for Velvet’s match tonight because he has to
focus on his match at Bound For Glory.

We recap the gauntlet match.

EGO celebrates their win by singing their version of Roode’s theme song.
They’re happy because Magnus is off somewhere crying. Also Roode is going
to be the first inductee into the EGO Hall of Fame with the ceremony next
week. It’s going to be a black tie affair with everyone dressed to the
nines. Kaz: “Let’s make it to the tens!”

Brooke Tessmacher vs. Velvet Sky

Winner gets a title shot at BFG. Before the match here’s Lei’D Tapa to
destroy Velvet so no match.



We get our first clip of Ethan who appears to be at a Hollywood store
shopping but doesn’t seem impressed. We can’t see his face.

We recap Gunner and Storm’s run as tag champions.

Bound for Glory card.

Video on Angle’s career.

Samoa Joe vs. Bully Ray

Joe is apparently one of AJ’s Band of Brothers, because if there’s one
thing TNA needs it’s another group. They shove each other around to start
with Ray running his mouth too much and getting shoved out of the corner.
Joe pounds away in the corner but misses a knee drop, only to put on the
standing choke. Ray escapes and grabs the chain, only to have Hebner take
it away so Ray can hit the Samoan low.

Back with Ray clotheslining Joe down but missing an elbow drop to give
Joe a breather. Joe comes back with a kick to the face and a middle rope
kick to the chest for two. The referee gets crushed in the corner as Joe
hooks up the Clutch. Ray taps but there’s no referee, so naturally he
lets go of the hold. Ray gets the chain around his hand and hits a middle
rope ax handle, only to get caught for the DQ at 10:20.

Rating: D+. This didn’t have time to go anywhere and I have no idea what
it was supposed to accomplish. Ray taps out and then loses on a DQ, so
what in the world does this do for Bound For Glory? Nothing match here
which is the last thing they needed to do for the world title match.

Post match Ray shoves the referee and sends Joe into the announce table.
He pulls back the mats for a piledriver on the floor but AJ makes the
save and celebrates with the fans.



Here’s Dixie to tell us we don’t know anything about business. Hulk Hogan
however does know a little bit about it so please come out here and let’s
take care of this. Hogan looks annoyed as Dixie says she can take him to
the next level. He thanks her for the watch and talks about always
wanting to be part of a power couple in this business. While it’s an
amazing offer, he’s quitting. Hogan throws down the mic and walks away,
leaving Dixie on her knees begging, because you can’t have Hogan on a
wrestling show without worshiping him right?

Overall Rating: C-. This show did a good job of filling out the Bound For
Glory card, but as usual there’s WAY too much of a focus on Hogan. Ray
vs. Styles got its first bit of development and it lasted about five
minutes before we got back to Dixie vs. Hogan for the REAL story. Hogan
left but I’ll believe it’s for real when he’s not at Bound For Glory or
the Impact taping after. Just like lat year the world title isn’t the
focus of the show at all but in this case there isn’t another match to
focus on which is making these final shows really dull to sit through.
The lack of Aces and 8’s helped a bit though.

Results

Manik/Jeff Hardy b. Chris Sabin/Kenny King – Swanton Bomb to King

EGO b. Magnus – Ankle lock

Samoa Joe b. Bully Ray via DQ when Ray hit Joe with a chain

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



Impact Wrestling – September
26,  2013:  Dixie  vs.  Hulk.
Seriously.
Impact  Wrestling
Date: September 26, 2013
Location: Verizon Arena, Little Rock, Arkansas
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

We’re less than a month away from the biggest show of the year and
somehow the top heel is Dixie Carter. Bully Ray is busy with the rejects
known as Aces and 8’s while AJ Styles is being called Mr. Marginal by a
woman famous for having a husband named Surge and tweeting a lot. But
remember, everything is FINE in this company. Let’s get to it.

We open with the usual recap of last week’s events.

Dixie Carter arrives and blows Sting off, basically telling him to stay
out of her business.

Here are Bully and Brooke to get things going. Bully says it’s not easy
to take the words out of his mouth but Dixie did it last week. He’s been
up every night wondering how he can beat AJ Styles since AJ won the
Series. Now it doesn’t matter though as Dixie is inside AJ’s head. AJ
should be kissing the ground Dixie walks on for making him phenomenal.
Ray stops to ask if we know who he is and here are the remaining Aces and
8’s.

Knux does the talking and says the same thing he said last week: Ray
needs to stop thinking about his ho and start thinking about his bros.
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Ray says he’s the president and the rest of their patches should just say
lackey. They need to fall in line and remember what he did to the former
members of this club. Tonight it’s Main Event Mafia vs. the three of them
and if an Ace loses, they’re out of the club.

Joseph Park is shaving while singing Sweet Caroline when Eric Young and
ODB come in. Eric says Park needs to use a safety razor to prevent the
civilians in the back.

Bro Mans/Gail Kim vs. ODB/Eric Young/Joseph Park

This is a result of Robbie getting beaten by both Young and Park in a
combined 12 seconds last week. The girls start but it’s off to Robbie vs.
Joseph before there’s any contact. Robbie can’t slam Joseph so Park slams
him down for one instead. Jesse and Gail slow Joseph down before the Mans
send him into the buckle. Jesse hits a good looking dropkick and avoids a
seated senton from the big man. Robbie’s middle rope elbow gets two but
Park comes back with something resembling a Samoan drop.

The referee misses the hot tag to Eric and it’s Gail in to get in some
cheap shots. Back to the guys who are clotheslined down by Joseph,
allowing for the hot tag to Eric for some house cleaning. Everything
breaks down and ODB sends Gail to the ramp. Robbie pulls back to hit ODB
so she shoves his face into her chest. Eric hits a Death Valley Driver on
Jesse, setting up a middle rope splash from Park, a top rope elbow from
Eric and a splash from ODB for the pin at 6:26.

Rating: D. WAY too long here for the story they were telling as there was
nothing going on out there. Park cleaned house, Park got beaten down,
Park made the hot tag, ODB breast joke, pin. Somehow that took nearly
seven minutes to get through. I’m over the in your face comedy stuff with
ODB, Park and Young but they’re clearly not going anywhere.

Austin Aries says he’ll explain his future plans in the ring.



Hulk Hogan says he’ll fix everything.

Here’s Aries with something to say. He says it was just a year ago when
he was headlining Bound For Glory and even though he’s not doing that
this year, he’s still the main eventer. This brings out…..Kenny King?
Kenny says he’s tired of hearing everything Aries is talking about when
it was Kenny King making headlines last year when he became X-Division
Champion. Then the headlines changed to King being ripped off by Frail
Sabin. He was ready to get his belt back but then someone got in the
Manik costume and stole the X-Division Title.

That would be Austin Aries, who hasn’t been the future or Generation Next
(ROH reference) in about ten years. Now it’s Kenny King’s time but Aries
cuts to the chase by saying he’s ready right now. King says that just
like Hilary Clinton says before she takes her clothes off, “you don’t
want none of this”, before decking Aries. Austin fights him off and says
let’s do it right now so here’s a referee. Aries doesn’t wait and dives
at King on the ramp to start the match after a break.

Austin Aries vs. Kenny King

Back with Aries pounding away on the floor before heading back inside,
only to be taken down by a leg drop and caught with a jumping elbow in
the corner. King is busted open BAD, likely off something on the floor.
Aries comes back with chops and an atomic drop before rolling over King’s
back to set up a release STO. The pendulum elbow but King spins out of
the brainbuster. Aries loads up the 450 but King comes back with a super
Tazplex for two. Austin shrugs it off and hits the running dropkick and
the brainbuster for the pin at 5:00.

Rating: C. This was fine with both guys getting to show off a bit out
there. I’m getting curious as to what Aries is going to do at the PPV as
he really doesn’t have anything going on right now, though that could be
said about a lot of big names. King could be worth something in the X-
Division if there was enough competition to fight him.



Lei’D Tapa is coming. It still should have been Ivelisse.

Chris Sabin brags to Austin Aries about being greater than the greatest
man that ever lived. Velvet still looks uncomfortable. Sabin and Velvet
leaves and Aries says he’d like to test Sabin’s theory.

We recap the end of Ray/Aces and 8’s from earlier.

The Mafia is getting ready but Magnus is frustrated by EGO. Sting tells
him to calm down and focus on the bikers tonight.

We get a quick recap of AJ vs. Dixie from last week.

Here’s Hogan to make everything better while also taking a bunch of money
and not really improving anything. Hogan talks about being here for about
four years now and being GM, meaning he’s in charge of the day to day
operations of this show. You never air your dirty laundry in public, and
that’s what’s happening with Dixie and AJ. The fans seem to think AJ
Styles should stick around and Hogan wants AJ out here to hear that
himself. No one comes out so Hogan says we’ll do this later.

Kurt Angle is back at BFG.

Someone named ETHAN is coming.

X-Division Title: Manik vs. Chris Sabin

Manik is defending and gets a quick two off a cross body. Sabin jumps
over him in the corner but goes down grabbing his knee. Sabin limps
around the ring and leans on Velvet for help, allowing Manik to become
the stupidest man in wrestling by falling for it. The distraction lets
Sabin pop up to the apron and kick Manik in the face to take over. Back
in and Manik jumps over Sabin in the corner before putting on something
like a Sharpshooter’s mentally disabled cousin.



A middle rope missile dropkick staggers Chris before Manik busts out
kicking combination #6 and a standing flip attack gets two. Velvet’s
distraction lets Chris get two off a rollup but Manik catapults Chris
into the corner. Back to the same leg lock from earlier from the champion
but Chris reaches out for the ropes, only to grab Velvet’s hands. He
drags her inside but the distraction lets Manik counter a rollup into a
pinning combination for the pin at 5:43.

Rating: C+. I just don’t get the appeal of Manik. He’s fine in the ring
and does some nice stuff but I don’t get his popularity. The leg stuff
was smart here and it furthered Sabin’s heel turn, but the match wasn’t
much better than average. Also, wasn’t Jeff Hardy involved in this feud?

Sabin pounds on Manik until Aries makes the save. Velvet looks shocked at
what Chris was doing.

Garrett Bischoff tells Aces and 8’s to keep it together. Knux is ready to
go.

Kurt Angle is still back at BFG. That hasn’t changed in the last 20
minutes. Here’s the same video in case you were confused though.

EGO thinks they should be in the Hall of Fame and suggest they should
make sure Magnus loses again tonight. Bad Intentions laughs maniacally
but Roode just stares at them, refusing to join in. Daniels: “That’s how
villains laugh. Come on Bobby.” Roode walks away. Funny stuff.

Main Event Mafia vs. Aces and 8’s

If the Aces lose, whomever loses the fall is gone. Magnus pounds away on
Knux to start but Garrett comes in to be suplexed. Knux and Brisco
immediately dive in for the save and everything breaks down. Cue EGO to
beat up Magnus who is left holding his knee as, making it 3-2 for the
time being.



Back with Sting still in trouble and Magnus not on the apron. Knux chokes
on Sting a bit and it’s off to Brisco for a chinlock. Sting finally
fights up and dropkicks Wes down and there’s the hot tag to Joe as the
Aces are all taken down. The backsplash gets two on Brisco and everything
breaks down. The Stinger Splash crushes the bikers and there’s the Clutch
on Brisco for the submission at 10:07.

Rating: C. The match was ok but it illustrates the problem with the
remaining bikers: even with an advantage they were trampled by a pair of
former world champions. Why would anyone care if Brisco is gone? He’s
done nothing at all and is just another lackey. The match was fine but
the conclusion was never in doubt other than which Ace took the fall.

Post match Ray comes out and demands Wes’ cut but he won’t give it up.
The fans chant NO, so Bully orders Garrett and Knux to take the cut off
of Wes. They hesitate so Ray yells at them and lays out Wes himself with
a clothesline and a piledriver. They’re told to take the cut off again or
Ray will piledriver Brisco a second time. Knux and Bischoff begrudgingly
do what Ray says. Bischoff holds the cut out to Ray but Bully wants Knux
to hand it to him. Ray tells Knux to not let the people get in his head
before handing him the cut. Knux and Bischoff pick up Brisco….and we need
to watch Hogan walking in the back.

Hogan is in the ring to call out AJ with his double theme music. Hogan
has a long term contract for AJ to sign but AJ doesn’t look happy. He
picks up the pen and finally signs, saying he’s TNA’s. This brings out an
overly smiley Dixie Carter who talks about why she signed Hulk. He was
brought in to open doors and that’s exactly what he did. She’s very
grateful but Hogan is just an employee. Dixie makes fun of AJ Styles’
accent and rips up the contract, telling AJ can get out of his ring.

AJ leaves so Dixie goes on a rant about how no one knows how tough she
has it. She knows how tough it is because she’s in the 1% of people that
get to make decisions like she does. Yes, they’re seriously going with
this story. Hogan now has a week to fall in line and join Team Dixie or



else.

Overall Rating: C. I liked the show for the most part tonight as the
middle of the BFG card is starting to come into focus. The elimination of
an Ace is always a good thing as they’ve been around for about a year too
long at this point. The Dixie/AJ/Hogan stuff makes me roll my eyes but at
this point it’s hard to complain about anything not named Aces and 8’s.
Decent, but not great show this week.

Results

ODB/Eric Young/Joseph Park b. Bro Mans/Gail Kim – Splash to Jesse

Austin Aries b. Kenny King – Brainbuster

Manik b. Chris Sabin – Rollup

Main Event Mafia b. Aces and 8’s – Koquina Clutch to Brisco

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Impact Wrestling – September
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12, 2013: What Happens When
TNA Tries
Impact  Wrestling
Date: September 12, 2013
Location: Chaifetz Arena, St. Louis, Missouri
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

It’s yet another special tonight with No Surrender, which is a pretty
meaningless name since none of the matches have anything to do with
surrendering or not surrendering. The card however is pretty big with the
semifinals and I believe the finals of the BFG Series. Given hos screwed
up this Series has been though, they might find a way to hold the finals
of the Bound For Glory Series after Bound For Glory. We also have
Anderson challenging Bully Ray for the world title. Let’s get to it.

We see the four finalists arriving before looking at a video of all four
guys saying what this means to them.

We also get a quote from F. Scott Fitzgerald about fighting families to
hype up Anderson vs. Ray.

Here are Ray and Tessmacher to open things up. Ray talks about how his
family haven’t been seeing eye to eye as of late and blames it on Hulk
Hogan. This brings out Hogan in a blue shirt to talk about quivering
livers and thanks SpikeTV for letting us have this big show for free.
Hogan says Ray needs to be getting ready for his showdown with Anderson
and not even think about Bound For Glory yet. Ray wants Anderson out here
right now to say it to his face so here’s Ken, though he passes Hogan’s
outstretched arm.

Ray says the Aces and 8’s are stronger than Hogan will ever been. All
Anderson has to do is apologize and this all ends. Anderson says Ray is
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right and that he was out of line…..and he can’t wait to get out of line
again tonight. He decks Ray to send him to the floor and says he’ll be
the new world champion tonight. Hogan says the title match is a last man
standing match for absolutely no apparent reason.

Bound For Glory Series Semifinals: Austin Aries vs. AJ Styles

It’s win or go home here as the points are officially a non-factor now.
Feeling out process to start with Aries dropkicking AJ to the floor and
dropping him with a top rope ax handle. Back inside and Aries misses a
missile dropkick so AJ takes him down with a dropkick of his own. Aries
bails to the floor but he avoids a slingshot plancha from AJ. Austin
loads up the suicide dive but charges into an AJ forearm to put him down.
They head back inside to fight over a suplex and we take a break.

Back with Aries still trying to hit the brainbuster but opting for some
shots to the head instead. AJ comes back with some forearms and his AA
into a backbreaker for two. Styles loads up the Clash but Aries grabs the
rope to escape. Now the slingshot plancha takes Austin out but he manages
to break up the Superman forearm, knocking Styles face first into the
apron.

Aries loads up another suicide dive but AJ pops back in with the forearm,
though Aries stopping in place so the move could connect looked bad.
Another Styles Clash attempt is countered into a hurricanrana but AJ gets
a boot up in the corner to block a running dropkick. That’s fine with
Aries as he hits it in the other corner instead. AJ blocks the
brainbuster again but just like the dropkick, the second attempt connects
for two.

There’s the Last Chancery but AJ won’t tap so Aries pounds in knees to
the head. AJ avoids the 450 but Aries lands on his feet. A running
dropkick misses and Aries lands on the ropes, allowing AJ to hit the Pele
to stun him. AJ goes to the ropes for a middle rope Styles Clash to send
him to the finals at 15:38.



Rating: B+. This was FUN as both guys countered everything until Aries
couldn’t get past the huge arsenal of Styles in the end. That middle rope
Styles Clash looked great and there was no way he could kick out of it.
Aries will have a big match at BFG and he’ll deserve it, but AJ was just
a step better here.

Sting gives Magnus a pep talk and the Brit says he’s tired of being the
future.

Bound For Glory Series Semifinals: Bobby Roode vs. Magnus

Roode gets a jobber entrance and Magnus is back in the shorts instead of
the tights. Bobby must be ticked off at the lack of respect because he
jumps Magnus from behind and takes it to the floor to send Magnus into
the barricade. Back in and a quick belly to back suplex gets two for
Roode and a regular suplex gets the same. We hit the chinlock as this has
been one sided so far.

Back up and Magnus blocks an O’Connor Roll and takes Roode down with a
forearm. He catches Roode diving off the ropes in a very modified
Falcon’s Arrow for two but Roode goes to the eyes. There’s the
spinebuster for two on Magnus but the Brit breaks up a superplex and hits
the top rope elbow for two. Roode can’t hook the crossface and gets
caught in a Texas Cloverleaf but Roode finally makes the rope. Back up
and Magnus blocks a fisherman’s suplex into a jackknife cover for the pin
at 7:00.

Rating: C. This was ok but nothing more than that. Magnus got beaten up
too much in the beginning and it made the comeback better, but Roode
tapping out would have been better. Magnus looked like he couldn’t win
with a big move and had to steal a win instead of looking dominant. Still
though, not bad and it got the job done.

Roode is freaking out when Bad Influence comes in to calm him down. Bobby
blames Hogan and says if he can’t go to the finals, no one is.



Hogan gives Manik a pep talk. Manik wants a shot at Jeff Hardy tonight
and his wish is granted. Dixie comes in and asks to talk to Hogan alone.
Apparently Rampage and Tito are off the show for fear of the November 2
PPV getting messed up.

Ray doesn’t know what’s happening to Aces and 8’s but he thinks the
cronies want Anderson to be President and world champion. He yells at
Knux, Brisco and Bischoff, saying he did everything and brought Anderson
into the fold. Ray thinks they’ll do the right thing and hopes they feel
the same way about him.

We recap Anderson vs. Ray, which is due to Ray blaming Anderson for
losing the title to Sabin. Ray then said Tito Ortiz was the only man he
needed and Anderson was annoyed at Ray acting like a dictator.

TNA World Title: Mr. Anderson vs. Bully Ray

Last man standing with Ray defending. Anderson jumps Ray on the ramp to
start and takes Ray into the ring for a whip into the corner. The
champion is sent back to the floor as this is one sided so far. Ray is
sent into the announce table and barricade so he hides behind Christy,
complete with Hemme’s top opening (it’s similar to Lita’s outfits in the
Rated R Superstar era) but the power of tape saving her.

Bully gets in a cheap shot and sends Anderson into the steps before
asking Brooke for a chair. It takes forever to get there and Anderson
gets in a shot to the ribs to take the chair away. He blasts the champion
in the back and pounds him back into the ring. Ray goes up but gets hit
low, allowing Anderson to hit a rolling senton. The fans are COMPLETELY
behind Anderson here and him telling himself to get the tables makes them
cheer even louder. Even Tenay is cheering for Anderson.

Ray takes him down with a boot to the face and gets in a chair shot of
his own. The table is set up in the corner as we take a break. Back with
Ray yelling at Hebner but Earl yells right back at him, looking like a



heart attack is imminent. Ray shoves him into the buckle to knock him out
but walks into a Mic Check onto the chair to lay him out. There’s no
referee though so Ray gets up and hits a Bully Cutter to lay both guys
down.

Cue Bischoff, Brisco and Knux to stare at Ray before stalking Anderson.
Before they touch him, Brooke comes in with a low blow. Ray bosses them
around and a Shield TripleBomb lays Anderson out. Ray helps Hebner up but
Anderson is up at nine. Anderson comes back with right hands but Ray
drops him. Why the referee isn’t counting Anderson when he’s down is
anyone’s guess. Ray knocks Anderson out with the chain, drawing blood.
Anderson makes it up to his feet AGAIN but staggers in front of the table
in the corner. A spear through the table is enough to retain the title at
17:30.

Rating: B. This match did something that is the best sign you can have in
wrestling: they had me believing that something was possible when there
was no way it was going to happen. The crowd was WAY into Anderson here
and that’s a good sign for TNA. They need some fresh blood at the top and
it’s been awhile since Anderson was up there. Good stuff here but the
crowd carried a lot of it.

Anderson is taken out on a stretcher but Ray chases him down and rips the
cut off his back. A piledriver on the stage gets rid of Anderson,
probably until BFG.

ODB is excited about the change to be Knocked Up Champion next week.

Here are Storm and Gunner with something to say. Storm wants to drink and
Gunner wants to fight so why not do both things? James wants some
opponents so here are Chavo and Hernandez. Chavo talks about how Storm is
the second greatest tag team wrestler in TNA and how Gunner is the second
strongest man in TNA. Guerrero wants a match so Gunner accepts it for
next week. If the non Champions win, they get a title shot.



Bound For Glory Series Finals: Magnus vs. AJ Styles

Winner gets Bully at Bound For Glory. AJ takes it to the mat with a
headlock takeover and does it again since it worked so well the first
time. Magnus comes back with a quick suplex and we hit the chinlock. Back
up and AJ drop toeholds Magnus into the buckle as Tenay runs down a
Bellator card. They slug it out with AJ taking over but Magnus avoids a
knee drop. AJ does the same with an elbow drop and gets two off a small
package. Cue EGO to attack both guys at about 4:30 to lay everyone out.
The bell never rang to end the match. Referee come out to break it up as
we take a break.

Back from a break with the two guys slugging it out. No explanation, no
restart, no Hogan announcement. Nothing at all as the match just keeps
going which is probably the right idea. AJ wins a slugout but Magnus
blocks the Superman Forearm before getting two off a Falcon’s Arrow. AJ
counters the Cloverleaf into Undertaker’s Hell’s Gate but he has to raise
his shoulder to avoid being pinned and the hold is broken.

The Pele gets two on Magnus and there’s the Calf Killer but Magnus hangs
on forever and finally makes the rope. Back up and Magnus counters a
spinwheel kick into a spinebuster for two. Magnus loads up a superplex
but AJ knocks him down three times in a row. The Spiral Tap is enough to
send AJ to Bound For Glory at 15:11.

Rating: B. The EGO thing was completely unnecessary but the match was
solid either way. Did anyone really think this wasn’t how the Series was
going to end though? That’s the one thing TNA needs to work on:
telegraphing their major moments. The Series seemed tailor made for
Styles to win from day one and that’s exactly what happened. Still
though, very good showing from Magnus and that’s what he needed here.

AJ thanks the fans and Magnus, seemingly reaffirming his face status. He
got a lot of replies about what he said a few weeks ago, but he didn’t
hear from Dixie Carter. Dixie needs to be here next week because AJ has a



lot to say to her.

Overall Rating: A-. Questionable ending aside, this was a great show.
When TNA cuts out most of the nonsense, they have the ability to put on
some very entertaining shows. The problem is most of their regular shows
just aren’t that good and you can really see that when they give an
effort like they do on these specials. BFG is set though and that’s the
good thing, even though the main story has been Hogan vs. Ray for months
now.

Results

AJ Styles b. Austin Aries – Middle rope Styles Clash

Magnus b. Bobby Roode – Jackknife pin

Bully Ray b. Mr. Anderson – Spear through a table

AJ Styles b. Magnus – Spiral Tap

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews, and pick up my
new book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon
for just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:
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5, 2013: An Unnecessary Show
Setting  Up  An  Unnecessary
Show
Impact  Wrestling
Date: September 5, 2013
Location: Wolstein Center, Cleveland, Ohio
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

Tonight is the second end of the Bound For Glory Series as we’re having a
gauntlet match for twenty points so we can have one more match to jump
someone into the final four. Also we have Bully Ray vs. Sting, which may
or may not be for the title depending on whether you listen to what Hogan
says or not. Let’s get to it.

Some of the participants in the BFG Series guarantee that they’ll win the
gauntlet match tonight.

Here are the Aces and 8’s to open things up. Ray insists that they’re in
total control and that he’s very pleased with his teammates. He hugs the
members of the team and stops to tell Tito that the people are all
jealous of him. Ray especially loves Anderson and gives him an awkward
hug. Tonight the Aces are going to dominate everything.

Knux vs. Chris Sabin

Ray is at ringside and is already distracting Sabin. Sabin’s headlock is
easily countered by the powerful Knux so Sabin wants a test of strength.
Chris suckers him in and wisely goes after the knee with some dropkicks
before wrapping it around the ropes for another dropkick to the knee.
Knux easily slams Sabin down and stops Sabin cold with a big boot.
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Sabin is catapulted throat first into the bottom rope for two and we hit
the neck crank. A belly to back suplex puts Sabin down again and a middle
rope legdrop gets two for Knux. Knux misses a running crotch attack into
the ropes and hurts his knee again. Sabin hits a missile dropkick so Ray
sends in the hammer to Knux, only to have Sabin intercept it and knock
Knux silly for the DQ at 6:00.

Rating: C-. This was somewhat better than I was expecting but the ending
better be part of a bigger angle. Sabin was world champion about three
weeks ago and now he’s losing to Knux? It was a decent big man vs. little
man match though this was a nice surprise given what I was expecting.

Post break Velvet Sky yells at Sabin for what he just did but Sabin
shouts back at her that it wasn’t his idea. He calms down a bit and
Velvet isn’t sure what to do.

Here’s Mickie James with something to say. She talks about being in
Cleveland which is home to the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, but she’s
brought her own trophy instead. She should have been at the VMA Awards
and defends Miley Cyrus. ODB comes out to say this isn’t country music
land and that she wants the Knockouts Title. Mickie says she’s the star
and jumps ODB before talking a lot of trash. ODB fights back and rips off
Mickie’s top in a nice visual.

Bound For Glory Series: Gauntlet Match

This is for 20 points and all twelve people in the Series are entered.
Two people (Hernandez and Jay Bradley) will start and every so often
(likely a minute or so) another person will come in. It’s over the top
elimination until the final two have a regular match, winner gets twenty
points. Before the fighting starts, Bradley talks about someone paying
him to eliminate people and offers to split with Hernandez. SuperMex
pounds him down and here’s Joseph Park at #3. The intervals are 90
seconds.



Bradley pounds Hernandez down and goes after ark, only to get caught by
some shoulder blocks to give Park some momentum. Park is knocked to the
apron but Bradley opts to go after SuperMex instead, earning the hard
shoulder block that takes him down. Anderson is #4 and now the intervals
are at two minutes. The entrances will be based on your standings in the
points coming into the match.

Back from a break with AJ Styles and Samoa Joe now in as well but Park is
gone. Kazarian comes in at #6 to no reaction. The crowd has been dead all
night so far. Anderson goes up top and gets hit with an enziguri to the
floor by Joe for an elimination. Kaz suplexes AJ down but AJ pops right
back up and knocks Kaz down. Daniels is #8 and hopefully things pick up a
bit. Bad Influence goes after AJ before turning their attention to Joe. A
double clothesline misses the Samoan and he clotheslines both of them
down to take over. Neither guy is eliminated so they put Hernandez out as
Jeff Hardy is #9.

We come back from another break with Roode coming in to complete EGO and
stomp on everyone in sight. Bradley tries to put AJ out but eliminates
himself by mistake. AJ and Kaz go at it but Styles takes his head off
with the dropkick. Aries is #11 and things pick up a little bit. Not that
anything else happens but at least nothing is happening faster. Magnus is
#12 to give us a final grouping of Magnus, Aries, Joe, Daniels, Roode,
Kazarian, Styles and Hardy.

Bad Influence teams up to get rid of Joe and Roode dumps Hardy to get us
down to six. Magnus dumps Kaz but gets thrown out by Daniels, leaving us
with Roode, Daniels, AJ and Aries. Roode and Aries go at it, only to have
AJ forearm Aries out. Roode misses a charge and goes out, leaving us with
AJ vs. Daniels. AJ hits the flying forearm but can’t hook the Styles
Clash. Instead it’s the Pele and a clothesline to put Daniels out, giving
AJ the win, 20 points and a spot in the final four at 29:45.

Rating: C-. This falls into the category of long rather than good. Until
the last few people in there was WAY too much standing around and it got



boring fast. The other problem here is this wasn’t necessary at all since
the same result could have been achieved by having AJ win via submission
last week. It wasn’t terrible but thirty minutes was WAY too long for an
obvious ending like AJ winning.

The final four are AJ, Magnus, Aries and Roode. AJ gets to pick his
opponent for the semi-finals next week.

Bully goes off on Anderson for disappointing him and threatens to break a
beer bottle over Anderson’s head.

Sting and Rampage give us some exposition to cover up Hogan botching the
announcement of Sting vs. Ray tonight.

Gunner/James Storm vs. Garrett Bischoff/Wes Brisco

Non-title. The Aces and 8’s jump the champions on the ramp but Storm
throws Garrett into the ring to start. Scratch that as they head back to
the floor immediately and the brawling continues with the champions
taking over. We finally get going with Gunner and Storm running over
Garrett and Storm getting two off a bulldog. A knee drop gets the same
but some cheating by Brisco puts Storm in trouble for the first time.

Storm comes right back with a Backstabber to Wes and kicks him away for
the tag to Gunner. The Irish Curse gets two on Bischoff as everything
breaks down. Gunner catapults Garrett into a DDT from Storm for two but
Brisco takes James to the floor and sends him into the post. Brisco
brings in a title belt but is instantly caught, allowing Bischoff to pull
out a chain to knock Gunner out for the pin at 6:00.

Rating: D. The match was dull but I don’t have much of a problem with the
ending. It’s not like there are a ton of teams challenging Gunner and
Storm so why not these two lunkheads? I had forgotten who the tag
champions were so any feud is better than nothing for them. The match was



dull stuff though, much like the rest of the show so far.

AJ picks Austin Aries because Aries was the one guy he didn’t want to
lose to. Aries doesn’t make predictions but says he’ll be in the title
match at BFG. That leaves Roode vs. Magnus so Roode talks about how EGO’s
plan is coming together. Magnus says he’s gotten here on his own with no
one throwing appletinis in people’s faces. He has a family though and
will go through anyone he has to in order to get to the world title. Good
stuff from everyone here.

Bully Ray vs. Sting

Non-title, since Hulk Hogan can’t be trusted on a live mic after 30 years
of talking. Ray reminds Sting that this is non-title because of
Slammiversary which brings out Hulk himself. Ortiz is banned from
ringside and this match is now No DQ. Sting hits a quick Stinger Splash
before the bell and throws the champion to the floor as we take our last
break.

Back with Sting working over Ray on the floor in the exact same positions
as when we left. Sting hits him in the back with a chair before we head
inside where Ray gets in chair shots of his own. Ray heads back outside
where Taz hands him a box cutter to cut up the mat like he did at
Slammiversary. Another chair shot keeps Sting down so Ray can rip up the
padding to expose the wood under the mat.

Ray takes too long though and gets caught in a quick Deathlock, drawing
out the Aces and the Mafia for the required brawl. They fight to the back
as Ray tries the piledriver on the wood. Sting backdrops his way out but
Ray blocks the Death Drop, sending Sting to the at. Ray misses a big boot
and gets caught in the Scorpion. Anderson is still at ringside and pulls
out the hammer but he won’t hand it to Ray, forcing Ray to tap out at
9:48.

Rating: C. This was your standard Sting brawl with a screwy ending. It



wasn’t bad but we’ve seen the Mafia vs. the bikers so many times now that
it’s almost impossible to get fired up for it anymore. Anderson screwing
over Ray furthers the split which is long past due at this point.

Post match Anderson confirms what everyone already knew: he’s got the
title shot against Ray next week.

Overall Rating: D+. The show wasn’t bad but it felt entirely unnecessary.
Next week is the No Surrender special which doesn’t feel like it needs to
exist either. The focus was firmly on the BFG Series and Aces and 8’s,
but both of those stories have dragged on for so long that it’s hard to
get interested in them anymore. This wasn’t a bad show but it went on
forever and got boring quick.
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The news of the week is the BFG Series is wrapping up tonight before the
September 12 No Surrender special. Apparently six weeks isn’t long enough
to have 66 matches and amazingly enough, TNA didn’t catch on to that
idea. Other than that we have Hogan for the first time in about a month
tonight, though I don’t think a lot of people noticed he was gone. Let’s
get to it.

We open with a recap of last week’s events as is customary.

Here are the Aces to get things going. Ray talks about how D-Von is no
longer here with them after losing the fall last week. He wants some
answers from the club about what happened last week. Bischoff doesn’t
know but he’s just as mad as Ray is. Knux was on the floor fighting
Magnus and Rampage which satisfies Ray. Brisco doesn’t know what
happened. Anderson doesn’t know either but D-Von knew what the
consequences were and it was a disappointment.

Ray goes on a rant against D-Von, saying he was always the sidekick and
that Ray never needed him, either before or ever in the future. All Ray
needs is Tito Ortiz and he’s going to give Tito his own cut tonight.
Anderson FREAKS, saying that Ray doesn’t have the right to do this
without putting it to a vote. Ray says get in line before Ray puts him in
line and demands Brooke get out here now. Anderson keeps freaking out as
Ray puts the cut on Ortiz. Ray pulls off the D-Von patch to really rub it
in Anderson’s face. Bully yells at Hulk a bit and says this Brooke is the
only one that ever mattered to him.

Jeff Hardy is ready to face Kazarian to get into the BFG Series finals.

Hulk Hogan arrives.

Here are the BFG Series standings coming into tonight.

1. Magnus – 39



2. Bobby Roode – 34

3. Christopher Daniels – 30

4. Austin Aries – 28

5. Samoa Joe – 26

6. Mr. Anderson – 24

6. Jeff Hardy – 24

8. AJ Styles – 22

8. Kazarian – 22

10. Joseph Park – 17

11. Hernandez – 7

11. Jay Bradley – 7

Remember only the top 4 advance.

Bound For Glory Series: Kazarian vs. Jeff Hardy

They trade quick near falls to start before Jeff sends him to the floor
for a clothesline off the apron. Back in and Jeff can’t hit the Twist of
Fate, getting crotched on the ropes out of the corner instead. Kaz does
Hardy’s dance and stomps away before getting two off a leg lariat. Off to
a chinlock on Hardy which makes sense here given the need for points.

A knee drop gets two on Hardy but he comes back with the sitout front
suplex. Jeff hits the legdrop between the legs and there’s a bad looking
figure four of all things. A rope is grabbed and Kaz gets a quick two
each off a backslide and a bicycle kick to the face. Jeff comes right
back with the Twist of Fate and the Swanton is good for the pin and seven
points at 6:12.



Rating: C. Nice little match here as Kaz continues to be solid in the
ring. Hardy is one of those guys you almost have to have in the main
event scene due to his history and continued popularity. As usual, the
solution to some not very interesting stories is having good wrestling
like this.

That puts Hardy at 31 points and into third place.

Aces and 8’s are mad at Bully and are talking about impeachment.

Gail Kim vs. ODB

This is 2/3 falls and for a future shot at Mickie James. Gail jumps her
to start but gets tossed into the corner for her efforts. A delayed
vertical suplex gets two on Gail but ODB tries to jump over her in the
corner, only to get dropped down onto the knee. Kim stays on the knee by
ramming it into the steps. She hooks a cross between a Sharpshooter and a
Texas Cloverleaf, good for the submission from ODB at 3:06.

The second fall starts after a break with Gail still on the leg. Gail is
pulled away by the referee, allowing ODB to hook a small package for the
second fall at 8:45 total. Kim stays on the leg but ODB clotheslines her
down for two more. The knee gives out on a Bam attempt though and Gail
wraps ODB’s leg around her own neck. Gail can’t hit Eat Defeat and gets
caught in the same hold she won the first fall with for the submission
and the win for ODB at 12:43 total.

Rating: D+. Total lack of psychology on the third fall aside, this did
nothing for me. ODB is a one joke character who stopped being funny a
LONG time ago. This division is dying for some new talent but they’re
content to have four girls fight for months at a time with no one new
coming in.

Velvet has a surprise for us. She was supposed to be at Hardcore Justice



but had some personal issues to deal with. Velvet mentions that she and
Sabin are together but won’t go further than that.

Daniels is freaking out that EGO is in trouble in the BFG Series. Roode
says calm down because all they have to do is beat Aries and Styles
tonight.

Aries says he’ll count on himself to get to the BFG Series finals. He
doesn’t know why Styles did what he did last week but Daniels comes in to
yell at him for not accepting EGO’s offer. Aries threatens to smack
Daniels so hard he’ll start growing hair again.

Hulk doesn’t want to answer questions but he has a huge announcement.

We recap the ten man tag from last week.

Here’s the Mafia (minus the Visa issue having Magnus, which I believe has
since been resolved) with something to say. Jackson wants to talk about
Tito jumping him with a hammer two weeks ago. He isn’t waiting for their
MMA fight (in Bellator on PPV November 2) because every chance he gets
he’s going after Ortiz. Joe says they want to recognize AJ Styles for
what he did last week and invite him to the ring.

Styles comes out to the slow theme before changing to Get Ready To Fly.
AJ thanks them for their recognition but says he needs to do this
himself. He says everyone has questions but he has answers. Last Thursday
was a one time thing: he is NOT a member of the Mafia but he has no
problem with them at all. AJ has developed some trust issues over the
last year from being stabbed in the back and having people air his dirty
laundry without his permission. Maybe that’s just how the business works
though and maybe he can only trust Allen Jones (his real name).

He’s with no one and he’s changed because his perception of the business
has changed. AJ says he’s better than the best in the world but this is



just a job. People know what it’s like to have a job that sucks but why
be the nicest guy in the world when you don’t love what you’re doing. He
shouts at Mike Tenay and Dixie Carter that he deserves better. Why should
he break his back when Dixie is always looking for the next big thing to
come in and save the company? Over the last year he’s wanted to be fired
so he could quit, but he’s stayed here and done his job because he has to
take care of his family.

Instead he came to this ring and started making people tap out but
something started to click in his head. He liked being Dixie’s go to guy
who everyone depended on to steal the show. He can still be the best in
the world and he can still be that go to guy. AJ says he’s going to Bound
For Glory to become the new world heavyweight champion. Outstanding promo
here with AJ summing up his entire story in just a few minutes.

Bound For Glory Series: AJ Styles vs. Bobby Roode

AJ needs a submission to make the top four. They trade arm locks to start
and AJ goes for a quick Calf Killer, only to send Roode to the floor.
Back in and we get the drop down from AJ but Roode holds the ropes to
avoid the dropkick. AJ sends him into the ropes again and now the
dropkick sends Roode to the outside. Styles dives to the floor to take
Roode out before hooking a reverse chinlock back inside. Roode comes back
with a spinebuster and cranks on AJ’s arms for a lame submission attempt.

Styles drills him in the face and clotheslines Roode down before hitting
a top rope Lionsault. AJ pulls up at one because he needs the submission
and drops Roode with the Pele. The springboard forearm is countered into
the Crossface but AJ gets his feet into the ropes. Roode puts it back on
in the middle of the ring but AJ rolls out and puts on the Calf Killer,
only to have Bobby make the rope. Roode kicks off a figure four but his
fisherman’s suplex is countered into a small package for the pin at 7:12.

Rating: B. I was really liking this match with the psychology working
very well. Styles won on instinct and looked dejected after pinning



Roode. Roode can work well when he has a good opponent like Styles in
there and this was no exception. Very good match here due to the solid
psychology but the work made it even better.

Hogan is going to talk after the main event.

Bound For Glory Series: Austin Aries vs. Christopher Daniels

Daniels takes him down to start but Aries jumps over him in the corner
and rakes Daniels’ back. They hit the mat off an Aries armdrag followed
by a hard dropkick to the face for two. Back up and Daniels sends him to
the floor, only to miss a slingshot moonsault. Daniels blocks the suicide
dive with a knee to the head and we take a break. Back with Daniels
getting two off what appeared to be a moonsault and hooking a chinlock.

Aries escapes an abdominal stretch and they clothesline each other.
Austin fires off left hands in the corner and brings back the pendulum
elbow for two. Daniels is sent to the floor and now the suicide dive
connects for Aries. Back in and Aries misses a dive off the top, allowing
Daniels to hit a Blue Thunder Bomb for two. Aries comes back with a
missile dropkick and a running dropkick in the corner. Daniels counters
the brainbuster in the Last Rites (Cross Rhodes) for two. Back up and
they slug it out with Aries hitting a quick running dropkick and the
brainbuster gets him seven points at 11:15.

Rating: B. Another very fun match here with Daniels hanging in there with
Aries move for move. The win puts Aries into the final four which is
probably the right idea, though I’m not sure where they’re going with AJ
giving a big impassioned speech and then having him finish in the middle
of the pack. Good match here though which is a nice theme tonight.

Here are the final standings:

1. Magnus – 39



2. Austin Aries – 35

3. Bobby Roode – 34

4. Jeff Hardy – 31

5. Christopher Daniels – 30

6. AJ Styles – 29

7. Samoa Joe – 26

8. Mr. Anderson – 24

9. Kazarian – 22

10. Joseph Park – 17

11. Hernandez – 7

11. Jay Bradley – 7

Ray says he needs Ortiz’s help with Hogan tonight.

Here’s Hogan for his latest HUGE announcement. He praises Cleveland
before talking about the BFG Series. See, in his meetings with network
executives, he decided there’s going to be a gauntlet match next week for
20 more points. Hogan has another piece of business to tend to but here
are Ray and Brooke to interrupt. Hogan cuts them off and pulls out some
divorce papers for Ray to sign.

Ray kicks them away and brags about using Brooke (Hogan) to get where he
is today. Hogan asks Ray if he knows who he is. In two weeks at No
Surrender, it’s going to be Ray defending against a member of Aces and
8’s. Ray says no but Hogan says yes he is. Hogan says Ray is defending
this week (I guess he meant next week) as well against…..Sting. You know,
the guy who lost at Slammiversary so he would NEVER get another title
shot. Sting beats Ray down to end the show.



Overall Rating: B-. This is what TNA is capable of when they cut out a
lot of the stupid angles and focus on the in ring action instead of
trying to out drama the WWE. You get a fun show that flew by and sets up
future events. The impending implosion of the Aces and 8’s is a breath of
fresh air around here as it’s been going on WAY too long already. Good,
fun show this week, assuming you don’t mind rules being made up on the
fly.

Results

Jeff Hardy b. Kazarian – Swanton Bomb

ODB b. Gail Kim – Texas Cloverleaf

AJ Styles b. Bobby Roode – Small Package

Austin Aries b. Christopher Daniels – Brainbuster
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TNA  One  Night  Only  –  10
Reunion:  Stop  Me  If  You’ve
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Seen This Before
10  Reunion
Date: August 2, 2013
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Taz

It’s a non-PPV month which means it’s time for another One Night Only.
The theme this time is a celebration of the first ten years of the
company, presumably because 10 Reunion sounds better than 11 Reunion. In
other words, it’s more of the same idea but with regular matches instead
of anything themed. Let’s get to it.

The opening video shows a few clips from the early days then jumps ahead
four years to Angle debuting. Now it’s 2010 with Hogan debuting and the
Band walking out. We get Angle headbutting Joe and various things
happening to Abyss, plus the XXX vs. AMW cage match (Elix Skipper
continues to amaze me) and various other moments.

We get a music video, set to a song about taking it higher and higher, of
highlights from the X-Division with a focus on the old weekly PPV days.
Nice stuff here.

Kenny King vs. Sonjay Dutt vs. Petey Williams

It’s not enough that I have to watch these things on Impact but now I
have to be bored by them on the PPVs too. Oh joy. It would seem more
appropriate to have Dutt vs. Williams here as King wasn’t around for much
of the first ten years, if any at all. Also spare telling me that he was
around in 2006. Anyway Petey seems to be the crowd favorite here but both
guys send him down in the corner. Sonjay sends King to the floor but
Petey grabs him in a wristlock.

Off to some Rings of Saturn into a rollup for two on Dutt but now King is
back in. Both Dutt and Kenny are put in 619 position but King gets up
before taking a dropkick to the back. Sonjay hits a running forearm to
Sonjay in the corner and bulldogs him down onto King for two. Kenny takes
both guys down and sends Dutt to the floor. A legdrop crushes Williams
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for two and Dutt is dropkicked back to the floor. Off to a crossface
chickenwing on Petey but King is no Bob Backlund so Petey fires off some
elbows to escape.

Petey comes back with some chops but Sonjay has to come back in to break
up the Royal Flush. Sonjay shoves Williams down to avoid a superplex but
King crotches Dutt on the top. King is clotheslined to the floor and
Williams snaps off a slingshot hurricanrana. Back in and Dutt hits a
quick hurricanrana on Williams but King comes in to put Dutt down with
snake eyes. We hit the chinlock on Sonjay followed by a running knee to
the ribs for two. Williams comes back in to drop both guys but gets
caught in a Sonjay small package for another near fall.

King and Williams are sent to the floor and Sonjay hits a big dive to
take both of them out. Dutt seems to be the only one the fans like but
King whips him into the barricade to take over again. Petey and Kenny get
back in with Williams hitting the slingshot Codebreaker for two. Taz says
Petey looks like Peter Boyle (“Not that Peter Boyle!” Thank goodness Taz
is back….I guess.) as Dutt breaks up the Canadian Destroyer on King.

A slingshot legdrop to the back of Petey’s head gets two for Sonjay but
Kenny kicks Dutt in the back of the head. Sonjay breaks up another
Destroyer attempt and dropkicks both guys down but misses the moonsault
double stomp. The Destroyer connects on Sonjay but King comes in with the
Royal Flush on Petey for the pin.

Rating: C-. It wasn’t bad but MAN this went too long. It was obvious that
King was winning as he’s the only guy currently on the active roster and
Heaven forbid we don’t want the reunion show to be about the past right?
This match wasn’t bad but it didn’t need to run over twelve minutes like
it did here. That’s too long for a spot fest with no story.

We’re going to be counting down the Top Ten moments in TNA history from
Slammiversary in 2012.

10 is Jarrett vs. Raven with Sabu debuting to prevent Jarrett from
winning the title. That doesn’t sound like a top ten moment to me.

9. Hulk Hogan debuts and won’t rejoin the Band.



Video on Gail Kim, including her beating Awesome Kong for the first
Knockouts title in a good match. We also get a video on Velvet Sky,
talking about her being bullied as teenager. I still have a BIG problem
believing that an athletic chick who looks like that was bullied a lot in
high school. These two traded the title a few times and tonight it’s a
grudge match.

Gail Kim vs. Velvet Sky

Tenay can’t convince Taz to say let the pigeons loose again. They get
into a hip shaking contest to start until Velvet dropkicks her out to the
floor. Back in and another dropkick puts Gail down for two and a bulldog
gets the same. Velvet pounds away in the corner but is dropped face first
on the buckle to change momentum. A clothesline gets two for Kim as Taz
accuses the referee of cheating.

Velvet comes back with forearms of her own and Gail waves at Taz for no
apparent reason. Gail takes Velvet down as Taz compares Velvet to the
Berzerker John Nord. Velvet’s knee is bent around Gail’s neck as Taz
makes jokes about the referee selling illegal DVDs. Velvet makes her
comeback with some clotheslines and a headscissors followed by a bad
spear for two. Eat Defeat is countered into In Yo Face to give Velvet the
pin.

Rating: D+. The match was ok and it’s nice to see two girls who were
actually important to TNA over the years, but you expect more from a ten
year reunion show match. The same is true of the opener. That’s the best
we’re going to get to celebrate the signature divisions of the company?
The match wasn’t bad but it’s nothing memorable at all.

8. Kurt Angle moonsaults Mr. Anderson at Lockdown, mostly missing.

7. Joe vs. Daniels vs. AJ in the Unbreakable three way. That should be
higher up. Like WAY higher up.

We’re also getting the intro on each individual moment which is a waste
of time. Gee I wonder why they’re doing that.

Joseph Park says his time here has been unbelievable. He’s reached the



bar he set for himself and is proud to have beaten Joey Ryan. He’s only
been here for a year but his brother Chris (You know, Abyss?) was here
for over seven years. Tonight, Joseph will take his place in the gauntlet
match and who knows what’s going to happen. Maybe at TNA 20 Park can be
the star.

Gauntlet Battle Royal

Man TNA LOVES them some gauntlet matches. Basically this is a catch all
mini Royal Rumble. Johnny Devine is #1 and Shark Boy is #2. Devine takes
him down and pounds away with stomps to the ribs. After that, Devine
stomps away even more before trying a double jump moonsault and TOTALLY
botching it, falling off the middle rope onto the back of his head a good
two feet from Shark Boy. Sharky throws him out to end Devine’s
embarrassment.

Chase Stevens of the Naturals is #3 and is still as generic as ever. He
pounds on Sharky for awhile until Shark Boy comes back with a Thesz
Press. He’s a Stone Cold ripoff remember. Cassidy Riley, a former Raven
tribute character, is #4. Seriously, these are the best guys you could
find? Riley mostly misses a Lionsault on Shark Boy and covers like the
nitwit that he is. Stevens and Riley are both guys in trunks with nothing
distinguishing about them, making this match feel even more dull. They
double team Shark Boy down and yell at the crowd, who likely doesn’t know
who they are.

Here’s Robbie E at #5 because we don’t have enough heels in there
already. Stevens and Riley double team him as well before pairing off
with the comedy guys. Sharky hits a Dead Sea Drop on Stevens but Robbie
knocks them all down and stomps around in a circle. Jesse Godderz is #5
and I groan out loud.

At this point it’s very clear that these themes mean absolutely nothing
and that these matches are taking place to fill in time on a PPV they
know people aren’t going to buy. TNA may not be the biggest promotion of
all time, but there’s an actual history to them that they could present a
good show from. To throw out a few no names like Riley and Stevens along
with some comedy jobbers isn’t a tribute. It’s a way to con TNA fans out



of a few bucks and fill in time on a show so you can’t be accused of flat
out lying.

Anyway, Jesse and Robbie yell at each other long enough to have Riley and
Stevens jump them from behind. Taz talks about the Heavenly Bodies for no
apparent reason as Bromance eliminates Riley. Here’s Matt Morgan at #7 in
perhaps his last TNA appearance. He immediately puts out Stevens but
Bromance tries to double team him. Shark Boy bites Jesse and Morgan
eliminates both Jesse and Robbie to get us down to two. Shark Boy can’t
hurt Matt and gets lifted in the air in a choke as Mr. Anderson is #8.

Morgan knocks Shark Boy into the corner as Anderson offers a truce with
the big man. Shark Boy hangs on in an elimination attempt but Anderson
stomps him down onto the apron. Morgan finally turns on Anderson and
chokes him in the corner until Johnny Swinger is #9. He fires away at the
stars until Anderson takes over on him and the match slows down AGAIN.

Joseph Park is #10 to give us a final group of Park, Morgan, Sharky,
Swinger and Anderson. Joseph fires away on everyone not named Shark Boy
until Anderson pokes him in the eye. Swinger and Anderson team up to try
to eliminate Park but Anderson dumps Swinger. Morgan kicks Sharky out and
we’re down to the three biggest names. Park is double teamed but Morgan
doesn’t want Anderson helping him.

Anderson charges at Park but gets low bridged to the floor. As usual Park
is shocked that it worked and walks into a discus lariat from Morgan.
Matt tries to throw him out in the corner but Park punches his way out.
The Carbon Footprint misses and Morgan crotches himself on the ropes.
Park pounds away and runs Morgan over with a shoulder block. There’s the
middle rope splash and apparently you win by pinfall in the final two.
Morgan kicks out and hits the Carbon Footprint for the pin.

Rating: D-. This match felt like it was about three days long and the
ending was nothing of note. Again, there were ten people in this match
and most of them were either jobbers or comedy guys plus Anderson and
Morgan. This is probably going to be the longest match of the night and
it was ridiculously boring. This show has been terribly uninteresting so
far and we’re just over an hour into it.



6. Hogan loses to Sting at Bound For Glory 2011 and turns face. It was so
nice of him to put over that young Sting kid.

Bad Influence is ready for Team 3D and LAX. Kaz says Team 3D was a great
team and LAX is an airport. Team 3D split up and clearly aren’t best
friends like Bad Influence so they clearly won’t win. Daniels says
they’re the present of tag team wrestling and west coast boogeymen. Good
stuff here as always.

Video on the tag team division over the years.

Team 3D vs. LAX vs. Bad Influence

Now THIS is more like it. Team 3D and LAX at least are famous tag teams
and Bad Influence has been around for a long time in the company. We
start with Homicide vs. Bully, who won the world title about a week
before this was filmed. Bully pounds him down with ease but Homicide
comes back with right hands to the jaw. Kaz tags himself in to work on
Homicide and it’s a feeling out process.

Homicide takes him down but Kaz nips up, only to be taken into the LAX
corner. It’s off to Hernandez for a front suplex before it’s right back
to Homicide who gets popped in the jaw by Daniels. Hernandez gets the tag
and helps Homicide with some double teaming followed by an overhead choke
throw from SuperMex. Kaz finally starts cheating by tripping up Hernandez
to give Daniels a breather. It’s off to Kazarian who gets two via an
elbow drop to Hernandez before bringing Daniels back for a countered
double suplex on SuperMex.

Bully punches the now legal Homicide from the apron but we stick with LAX
vs. Bad Influence. Daniels drives Homicide down with two feet to the
chest for two before offering either Dudley a tag. Homicide gets in a
shot to Chris’ ribs and D-Von tags himself in. A headbutt gets two on
Homicide and it’s off to Bully for a big elbow. D-Von comes back in for a
nerve hold and a clothesline followed by a Spinarooni of all things.

A release Rock Bottom gets two on Homicide and it’s off to Kaz. Homicide
ducks a clothesline and it’s FINALLY off to Hernandez to clean house. In
an impressive power display, Hernandez puts Kaz and Daniels on his



shoulders at the same time for a kneeling backbreaker. That guy is scary
strong. Everything breaks down and Hernandez dives over the top rope to
take out Kaz and D-Von. Homicide hits the Gringo Cutter to Daniels from
the top but a blind tag brings in D-Von for the 3D on Homicide and the
pin.

Rating: C+. This was MUCH better than the rest of the show so far as it
actually had some interesting teams in there. The earlier matches have
been ok but the people in them haven’t sparked any interest. You had to
have Team 3D win here given their current status so I have few issues
here. The show needed a match like this to save it from the spiral it was
caught in.

5. Christian comes to TNA.

4. Kurt Angle comes to TNA and gets in a fight with TNA’s top guy Samoa
Joe. That should be MUCH higher.

Austin Aries can’t believe he has to face Jeff Hardy. He was hoping to
fight someone more exciting as he’s already fought Jeff Hardy over and
over. The problem is he’s never beaten Jeff Hardy. The stakes aren’t all
that high here though as it’s just a regular match with no ladders. We’re
in the dump of an Impact Zone with all of Hardy’s Creatures of the Night,
so of course Hardy is the favorite.

We get a hype video for Bound For Glory 2012 with Hardy vs. Aries to set
this up. This doesn’t really work as the video is about Aries saying
Hardy isn’t great until he beats Aries, which he did at BFG. We also get
clips of Aries winning the title, losing it to Hardy and losing the
rematch at Turning Point.

Austin Aries vs. Jeff Hardy

They throw a t-shirt around to start and the fans are completely behind
Hardy. Aries scores first with an armdrag and lays out on the turnbuckle.
Hardy jumps over him in the corner and drop toeholds Aries into the
corner. Austin wants a DQ for some reason but has to settle for jumping
over Hardy in the corner, only to be caught in another drop toehold.
Hardy drop toeholds him down for a third time and Aries takes a breather



on the floor. Make that he’s walking out before charging back in, only to
be sent right back to the floor.

Hardy follows up with a running clothesline off the apron but Aries grabs
the referee to block a Swanton Bomb. Jeff is crotched on top for two and
Aries finally gets to go on offense. We hit an armbar because that’s
little more than a rest hold anymore. A jumping elbow gets two for Aries
and another from the middle rope gets two more. Aries pounds away in the
corner but Jeff fires off right hands of his own, only to miss a charge
in the corner.

Aries goes to the middle rope and does Jeff’s dance but a splash only
hits knees. Hardy wins another quite slugout and clotheslines Aries down.
A basement dropkick puts Aries down for two but he backdrops out of a
piledriver. Now Hardy’s middle rope splash hits for two of his own but
Aries counters a headscissors to crotch him on the top rope. The
brainbuster gets two and Aries is shocked. He heads up top but Hardy
rolls away from the 450 and grabs a small package for the quick pin on
Aries.

Rating: B. Now THIS is more like it. This was a very good match with both
guys working hard to fire up the crowd. Hardy is a big deal in TNA’s
history and Aries is…..kind of I guess. Then again I stopped caring about
the whole ten year thing an hour ago. Good match here as this show is
suddenly on the right track.

3. AJ Styles beats Jerry Lynn twice in a row to become the first X-
Division Champion.

2. Hulk Hogan signs with TNA.

Video on James Storm vs. Bobby Roode over the years. I think this is
borrowed from the build to Lockdown. This even gets a music video,
complete with video from Bound For Glory with the King Mo nonsense.

Bobby Roode vs. James Storm

Feeling out process to start with Storm taking him into the corner for a
clean break. They trade hammerlocks before Storm runs Roode over with a



shoulder. Storm takes him down with a backdrop but Roode bails to the
floor to avoid the Last Call. Back in and Roode sends him over the top
but Storm skins the cat and throws Roode to the floor. James hits Roode
in the head with a water bottle but gets his throat snapped across the
top rope to change control.

Bobby stomps away back in the ring and drops a knee for two before
hooking a chinlock. A middle rope blockbuster gets two for Roode and he’s
getting frustrated. Roode suplexes Storm down and puts on another
chinlock. Storm fights up but gets caught in a sleeper to put him right
back down. The arm only falls twice and the comeback is on with Storm
suplexing his way out of the hold.

Storm wins a slugout and hits some clotheslines to take over. The corner
enziguri and a running neckbreaker gets two for Storm and a top rope
hurricanrana gets the same. Back up and Roode hits the big spinebuster
for two but the fisherman’s suplex is countered into Closing Time. Roode
grabs the rope and blocks a Codebreaker, allowing for a rollup with feet
on the ropes to pin Storm.

Rating: B-. This was good stuff for the most part but of course Storm
loses again. That’s really all he knows how to do in a big match
situation, especially against Roode. It’s a solid match with a solid
backstory but it’s not the best match in the world. The problem here is
the hatred is gone so it’s almost a nostalgia match at this point.

1. Sting returns in 2006. Just….no. It’s a moment but Angle jumping
should have been #1, especially considering that this wasn’t even Sting’s
first time in TNA.

Speaking of nostalgia, Samoa Joe is ready to beat Kurt Angle and he wants
to do it by knockout.

We recap Angle vs. Joe. Angle debuted in 2006 and challenged the
undefeated Samoa Joe to his first match. Joe lost at Genesis, setting up
another two matches with Angle winning 2-1. Joe would beat Angle at
Lockdown 2008 for the world title so tonight is kind of a rubber match.
There was another match at Hard Justice 07 but no one remembers that so
we won’t count it.



Samoa Joe vs. Kurt Angle

We even get big match intros for this one. Joe grabs a wristlock to start
but Angle counters into a hammerlock. We keep going with the basic
feeling out stuff until a shoulder block sends Angle out to the floor.
Back in and another shoulder puts Angle on the outside again. Kurt is
sent face first into the steps but gets in an elbow to the back as Joe
comes back in. This is pretty slow paced stuff so far.

Joe hits a running kick to the chest to put Angle down and there’s the
enziguri in the corner for two. A hard kick to Angle’s chest and a knee
drop get two more but Angle snaps off the belly to belly to take over.
Off to the chinlock for a LONG time until Joe fights up, only to be taken
right back down into the chinlock. Joe fights up again and hits a running
boot to the chest to put Angle down.

The running backsplash gets two on Angle but he pops up and rolls the
Germans. Joe escapes the third with another enziguri but a missed charge
in the corner sets up the Angle Slam for two. There’s the ankle lock but
Joe rolls through to send Angle face first into the buckle. Angle escapes
the MuscleBuster into the ankle lock but Joe pulls him forward into the
Koquina Clutch. Angle grabs the leg and puts the ankle lock on for the
third time but Joe kicks away and tries the choke but Angle gets
underneath the fat man for the Slam and the pin.

Rating: C+. The match was entertaining enough but the spark wasn’t here
for this match. Much like the Roode vs. Storm match there’s no real
reason for these two to be fighting other than they did before. The
submission stuff at the end was good but the rest of the match really
didn’t do much of note at all.

A LONG highlight video (as in like 5 minutes) ends the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The show isn’t bad but the first hour SUCKED. It had
me wanting to turn this off and forget about it for a few hours but then
the three way tag team match started up and things got WAY better in a
hurry. At the same time though, this whole show depends on how you look
at it.



If you’re looking for a reunion and the return of a lot of former stars
then this is a complete failure. How many people returned here? Homicide,
Shark Boy, Swinger, Devine, Stevens, Riley, and arguably Dutt and
Williams? So if you stretch, eight people? The biggest name
being…..Homicide? Or is it Shark Boy? This felt more like a two year
reunion as we repeated some matches from a few years ago and little more.
The show (first hour aside) is entertaining but it misses the point it
was shooting for by miles.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $5 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books as
low as $4 at:

Impact Wrestling – August 1,
2013:  Just  Call  It  An  MMA
Show
Impact  Wrestling
Date: August 1, 2013
Location: Kay Yeager Coliseum, Wichita, Texas
Commentators: Jeremy Borash, Mike Tenay

It’s another live show tonight with two major stories. First of all we
have champion vs. champion with Chris Sabin facing Manik in a non-title
match. TNA is still in their annual “We love the X-Division! Seriously we
do!” stage so Manik is still a focal point for awhile. The other big news
tonight is the reveal of the August 1 mystery man who was announced about
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five days ago. That’s TNA for you: announce something after the TV show
and rely on Twitter and Facebook to carry the story instead of, you know,
your national television broadcast. Let’s get to it.

Security won’t let Taz in the arena so he’s making a phone call.

After the recap we get another video from the mystery man. He says he’ll
inflict pain and we won’t know how. It’s going to shock us and we’ve been
warned.

Here’s Austin Aries to open the show. He’s cut off by an appreciative
chant from the crowd. Aries talks about how a lot of stuff is going on in
TNA but it all revolves around the World Heavyweight Championship……and my
screen froze. It comes back with Aries talking about winning the BFG
Series and coming for Sabin’s title. Tonight the people get a treat
(video goes out for a second) that they voted for: AJ Styles vs. Austin
Aries. And now it’s frozen again.

Back with him listing off everyone in the company who wants to see that
match. Aries says he’ll be leading Impact Wrestling into the future and
if anyone takes issue with that, come see him right here. This brings out
Bobby Roode who wants to talk about nightmares. He’s been living a
nightmare since the day he lost the world title. It’s been a bad year for
Bobby Roode because everyone has forgotten what he’s capable of doing in
this ring. Bobby lists off his catchphrases and says tonight it pays to
be Roode. Aries wants Roode to get his mojo back so he can beat him in
the BFG Series finals.

Bound For Glory Series: Hernandez vs. Bobby Roode

Roode jumps Hernandez on the ramp and we take a quick break before the
bell. Back from a break with Roode elbowing Hernandez down for two and
the spinebuster gets the same. Roode sends him into the steps before
going back inside for another near fall. A running clothesline puts
Hernandez down in the corner but he backflips to the top for a missed top



rope splash.

Roode hooks the Crossface but Hernandez pulls himself up and suplexes
Roode down to escape. SuperMex throws Roode off and hits the shoulder
block from the ramp. Roode escapes the Border Toss and lands on the
referee, allowing for a low blow on Hernandez. That’s only good for two
and Roode throws in some chairs which are thrown out pretty quickly.
Roode uses the distraction to smash Hernandez in the head with a beer
bottle for the pin at 5:48 shown.

Rating: D+. This didn’t do much for me but Roode’s story continues to be
interesting. It would be nice to see a crazy do anything to win heel and
it would give Roode some character for a change. The match wasn’t much to
see though as Hernandez continues to be nothing special outside of a few
moves.

The Mafia says they’re going to give Aces and 8’s an offer they can’t
refuse.

ODB is back in the ring tonight but Eric Young can’t be there. He finds
Joseph Park and explains the idea of Park losing his mind when he bleeds.
Eric has a solution in a bag for him.

Sabin goes in to see Manik who has his mask off and his back to the
camera. Manik says he’s turned the mask into the face of the division
which is something Sabin can respect. Sabin wants him to bring his best
tonight and Manik says absolutely.

A white Hummer arrives.

Bound For Glory Series: Jay Bradley vs. Joseph Park

Park is going to be wrestling in headgear like an amateur boxer. Bradley
jumps him from behind but ramming him into the buckle has no effect. An



elbow to the jaw puts Park down and a knee drop gets two as Eric Young
plays cheerleader. Bradley takes him down again and wants to take the
headgear off but Park comes back and knocks Bradley down a few times.

Park blocks a kick and puts on a Boston crab of all things but Jay makes
the ropes. Park runs into another kick in the corner and a bad looking
backbreaker puts him down again. Now the headgear is off but the
Boomstick is countered into a Samoan drop to give Park seven points at
5:24.

Rating: D-. Well the headgear did nothing, the match was sloppy, and it
gets Eric Young back on TV. What exactly was good about this match again?
Park is fine in his role but it’s kind of hit a roadblock unless they’re
going to go with the lawyer character full time, which seems to be the
case.

Sting goes a little psycho about Bully Ray not being champion. They’re
only halfway home though and someone might have to make a sacrifice to
get rid of Aces and 8’s. Rampage wants to fight.

Manik vs. Chris Sabin

Non-title all around. Sabin takes him down to the mat in a test of
strength grip and they flip around the ring a bit without breaking the
hold. A headscissors sends Sabin into a cartwheel and we have a standoff.
Back with Manik spinning Sabin around and driving him down into a quickly
broken armbar. Sabin takes it to the floor and drops Manik face first
onto the apron before going back inside.

Back in and Sabin drops him with a suplex and puts on a chinlock. Sabin’s
surfboard is quickly broken and Manik snaps off a hurricanrana and a
springboard kick to the side of the head. A springboard missile dropkick
gets two and a sitout powerbomb gets the same. The masked man goes up and
gets crotched followed by a delayed superplex from the world champion for
two. They slug it out with Manik taking over but getting caught by a boot



to the face. Hail Sabin is countered but Sabin gets an ugly rollup for
two. A low superkick staggers Manik and Hail Sabin is good for the pin at
11:56.

Rating: C. This had some decent action but it felt like any given
champion vs. champion match in the WWE. Thankfully that’s not something
that’s been driven into the ground here in TNA but the match didn’t mean
much given that they’ve had their titles for less than a month combined.
Sabin still doesn’t feel like a world champion.

Post match here’s Bully Ray to beat up Sabin but as he turns his
attention to Manik, Sabin comes back and beats Bully Ray out of the ring.

We look at the Hummer again but Taz comes into the camera shot and says
he’s going to reveal August 1. He opens the door and says you’ve got to
be kidding me in a sarcastic voice. The camera looks in to show another
August 1 video.

Daniels and Kaz think it’s ridiculous for them to have a match in the BFG
Series next week. Daniels mentions that Kaz is 0-3 and Kaz gets annoyed,
saying don’t pity him and pouring out the appletini.

ODB vs. Gail Kim

ODB chases her around to start and splashes her against the ropes on the
ramp. She puts Gail on the ropes for some Sheamus forearms to the chest
for two. Gail avoids a charge in the corner and chokes away with a boot.
A running dropkick gets two and the running cross body in the corner gets
the same on ODB. Gail misses another charge in the corner and ODB hits
some shoulder blocks to set up the fallaway slam. A powerslam gets two on
Kim but she tries the figure four around the post. ODB sends her face
first into the post to escape but Gail sends her into the steps and it’s
a double countout at 6:14.



Rating: D. There are six minutes of my life I’ll never get back. ODB not
being in the ring was kind of nice because I had forgotten how worthless
she was. With such a small division they have to build up a single feud
at a time and that’s not enough to sustain much of anything. I’m sure
we’ll get a Hardcore Justice match out of this.

They brawl a lot after the bell.

AJ Styles says he’s tired of hearing about dream matches because there’s
no room for dreams in this world, just like heroes.

Bully Ray rants to the Aces about taking care of the Mafia. Ray goes to
leave and finds Brooke waiting on him. She messes with his vest and
flicks his hat. Brooke has heard some things about the contract for the
rematch with Sabin and if Ray wants to be happy, he needs to divorce her.
Ok then.

Bound For Glory Series: Austin Aries vs. AJ Styles

Feeling out process to start with AJ grabbing a headlock before they
botch a leapfrog spot by colliding. Aries bails to the floor to reset a
bit before coming back in and escaping a wristlock. AJ can’t hook the
Calf Killer as Aries counters into a rollup for two. Styles misses a
baseball slide to the floor and Austin hits a top rope ax handle to take
over. Aries goes up top but gets dropkicked back out to the floor and AJ
hits a sweet slingshot dive as we take a break.

Back with AJ dropping a knee for two and sending Aries to the floor in a
painful looking fall. Back in and Styles cranks on the head but Aries
gets an elbow up in the corner to stop AJ’s momentum. A backslide gets
two for Aries but AJ backdrops him to the apron. Austin hits a
neckbreaker onto the middle rope to take over again and follows up with
the corner dropkick.



AJ blocks a suplex and lands on top but Aries pounds away. A neckbreaker
out of the corner gets two for AJ but the springboard 450 only hits
canvas. Aries hooks the Last Chancery but Styles rakes the face to
escape. There’s the Calf Killer but Aries goes to the eyes to escape as
well. The brainbuster connects but AJ actually kicks out at two. Aries’
450 hits knees and both guys are down.

They head to the ramp with Aries loading up a brainbuster but having AJ
escape into a Styles Clash attempt. Aries backdrops him to the floor but
misses a suicide dive. They tease the countout but get back in to slug it
out yet again. Aries snaps off a quick suplex but AJ hits the Pele and
collapses. Aries falls on top of him for the pin at 17:48.

Rating: B. Other than the clock going longer than it was supposed to and
the badly screwed up ending (Aries was supposed to pop a shoulder up at
the end but he was barely covered), this was an excellent match. They
were letting it all hang out in there and the match looked great as a
result. AJ’s character of “I’ll be awesome for money and money alone” is
starting to click and Aries is getting more and more face like every day.
Good stuff here.

Here’s the Mafia to make their offer to Aces and 8’s. Before they say
anything here are the Aces to say they can fight just as dirty as the
Mafia. Angle offers a five on five match at Hardcore Justice with the
losing wrestler leaving TNA forever. That’s not a negotiation and the
fight is on. The Mafia clears the ring with ease and Anderson says the
match is on.

The lights go out and here’s MMA fighter Tito Ortiz as the big reveal to
end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. I liked tonight’s show for the most part although
there were some flaws. To begin with we had the reveal which doesn’t work
for me as I don’t care for MMA for the most part, but if TNA would rather
co-promote instead of build up their wrestlers who can barely get TV time



so be it. Aries vs. Styles was great and the offer to the Aces was a fine
idea. Good show here, flaws aside.

Results

Bobby Roode b. Hernandez – Beer bottle to the head

Joseph Park b. Jay Bradley – Samoan Drop

Chris Sabin b. Manik – Hail Sabin

ODB vs. Gail Kim went to a double countout

Austin Aries b. AJ Styles – Aries fell on Styles after a Pele Kick

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 2001 Monday Night Raw Reviews for just $5
from Amazon at:

 

Also  remember  to  check  out  my  Amazon  author  page  with
wrestling  books  as  low  as  $4  at:

 

Impact Wrestling – July 18,
2013: They Got Me
Impact  Wrestling
Date: July 18, 2013
Location: Broadbent Arena, Louisville, Kentucky
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Commentators: Mike Tenay, Jeremy Borash

It’s Destination X 2013! This is the show that the company has been
building towards for weeks and is more or less the PPV of the month. The
focus will be on the X Division tonight with a main event of former X
Division Champion Chris Sabin challenging Bully Ray for the world title
after cashing in his title for the shot. We’re also likely to find out
the future of the X Title and there’s a fight between the Aces and 8’s
and the Main Event Mafia. Let’s get to it.

We open with a shot of the X Division on the stage before going to a
video on Sabin’s career and knee injuries. Tonight is the culmination of
his comeback.

Here’s the world champion to open the show from the entrance as opposed
to the usual crowd entrance. Ray says enough is enough because he’s sick
of hearing everyone talk about Chris Sabin. The fans chant for Sabin but
Ray says there’s no way he has a chance to win the title. Now it’s a
Daniel Bryan YES chant. Ray talks about how he’s the most hated man in
wrestling and that’s how he wants it.

Right now though Ray wants to talk to his wife so get out here Brooke.
She says that Mark (Ray’s real name) has tricked everyone and there’s
nothing left for him to do. Brooke is ready to move on but doesn’t know
why Ray isn’t. Ray gets all somber but says that Brooke moves on when he
says they move on. This brings out Hulk himself to say he’s tired of Ray
raping and pillaging (his words) this company and it’s time for a change.
He takes Brooke away but Ray says he’ll never stop. The Mafia pops up on
screen and says the title is coming from Ray tonight in a fair fight.

Bobby Roode calls Aries beating him last year a fluke. Tonight he starts
his path back to Bound For Glory.

Bound For Glory Series: Bobby Roode vs. Austin Aries



Aries has restyled his facial hair into a soul patch and mutton chops in
a strange look. Roode starts with a headlock and puts Aries on the apron
with a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker. Aries blocks a splex back in with knees
to the head and a backdrop sends Roode to the floor. A spinning fist to
Roode’s head puts him down again but Roode dropkicks him out of the air
back inside. Roode clotheslines him off the apron as we take a break.

Back with Roode getting two off the spinebuster but Aries blocks a
superplex with some claps around Roode’s ears. The 450 connects for two
as Aries continues to wrestle like a face in this match. Roode rolls to
the floor for the suicide dive from Aries followed by a missile dropkick.
The corner dropkick looks to set up the brainbuster but Roode counters
into the Crossface.

They trade rollups for two and Roode DDTs Aries down to take over.
Another corner dropkick is countered by a boot to Aries’ face but Austin
counters the spear into a brainbuster attempt, only to have Roode escape
and clothesline him down for two. The fisherman’s suplex is countered
into a roaring elbow but the brainbuster is countered into a fireman’s
carry which is countered into the brainbuster for the pin on Roode at
11:55.

Rating: B. Great match here with both guys looking incredibly crisp out
there. Aries was so over with the crowd it’s unreal, which is the same
reason he turned face last year. The fans are going to respond to talent
and there’s no way a heel turn can get around that. Very good match here
with a hot finish.

Post match Roode snaps and destroys a bunch of stuff at the announce
table due to his losing streak.

Homicide and Hernandez reunite in the back but Chavo pokes his nose in
for whatever reason.

Anderson talks to the Aces about Doc leaving over not winning the



election. All of the guys know their assignments tonight.

Homicide vs. Petey Williams vs. Sonjay Dutt

This is the first of three qualifying matches for an Ultimate X title
match next week. Homicide sends both guys to the floor for a big dive
before Petey takes over back inside. The slingshot Codebreaker takes
Homicide down and Dutt is put in a leg lock, only to have Homicide come
off the top with a headbutt to break it up.

Homicide takes both guys down and gets two on Dutt but Petey is back in.
Dutt is crotched on the top but neither Homicide nor Petey can hit their
finisher. Dutt suplexes Williams out of the corner and into the Gringo
Killer but Dutt hits his standing sliced bread on Homicide. The moonsault
double stomp is enough for Dutt to pin Homicide at 4:10.

Rating: C+. This was fine but it continues the same trend of all these
three ways: every time I watch one I feel like a five year old leaving
the dentist: it wasn’t as bad as I thought it would be but it still
wasn’t anything great. Homicide wouldn’t sell a thing other than the
finisher, which is still awesome.

Kenny King vs. Chavo Guerrero vs. Manik

Chavo is sent to the floor as King takes over on Manik. Manik hooks a
quick Black Widow followed by an Indian Deathlock, only to have Chavo get
caught in a northern lights suplex at the same time. Chavo hits dropkicks
to both guys but Manik comes back in with springboards and cross bodies
all around. Chavo launches Manik into a dropkick to King but gets rolled
up for two. Guerrero hits Three Amigos on King but Manik breaks up the
frog splash. King hits a running enziguri to knock Chavo off the top but
Manik takes King down with a double chickenwing gutbuster for the pin at
4:36.



Rating: C. The action is decent in these matches but they feel so
choreographed that it takes me out of them. Chavo is so thoroughly
uninteresting and he kills the entire match he’s in every single time
he’s out there. I don’t know why they changed Manik’s name to Suicide
when they reference him as the guy who used to be called Suicide but the
new name sucks. The match was decent though.

Angle and the Mafia are ready to start their plans tonight.

We get the same package on Sabin from earlier.

Hogan tells Sabin to make people remember him and to bring the title back
home.

Here’s the Mafia to call out Aces and 8’s. The bikers pop up on screen
and say they’re going to spend their energy on the celebration after the
show instead of a fight right now. Anderson invites them back there so
they head to the back where Anderson draws them into a hallway. Ray jumps
Angle and sends him into a wall before throwing him in the back of a
truck. The rest of the Mafia is locked in a room.

Rubix vs. Rockstar Spud vs. Greg Marasciulo

Greg is WWE’s Trent Barreta and has some great talent. He also has a Bill
Murray knee pad and two Abraham Lincoln wristbands. Seriously. Spud is a
tiny guy who barely stands 5’3. Greg sends everyone to the floor and
dropkicks Spud into the barricade. Rubix can’t hook an O’Connor Roll but
can hit a suicide dive onto Spud. A rollup gets two on Greg but Rubix
slams Spud down. Greg’s running elbow in the corner puts Spud on the
floor but Rubix takes Greg down with a bad looking top rope rana.

A German suplex gets two on Spud and Greg hits a sick missile dropkick to
take him down. Spud is sent to the floor for a flip dive by Greg but
Rubix crotches Greg coming back in. A Van Terminator gets two on Greg but



Spud sends Rubix to the floor. Spud has a sunset flip countered into
something like Kaz’s Fade to Black to give Greg the pin at 6:00.

Rating: C-. Greg (you think I’m going to type that name over and over
again?) looked great, Rubix looked ok, and I want to punch Spud in the
face. Signing Trent Barreta isn’t a bad idea at all and hopefully he’ll
stick around, but Spud is going to get the push because of some reality
show that most fans have never watched. Such is life in modern wrestling.

Ray is on the phone with the truck’s driver and says to take Angle to the
spot they talked about. Also make Angle an offer he cant refuse.

The truck is back but Angle is driving it. It’s also light at 10:30 at
night in Louisville.

Mickie James is in the arena to brag about a great moment from last week.
We see a clip from a concert of hers in Nashville and Mickie brags a lot
until Gail Kim cuts her off. The only thing people were talking about
last week was her ladder match, but Mickie cuts her off because Gail is
interrupting her oxygen space. Mickie says her performance last week was
five starts but Gail ducks a slap. The brawl is on and Gail is in a very
short dress. The title match is next week.

Austin Aries tells Sabin to be ready tonight. Sabin knows he can beat
Aries and Aries can beat Bully Ray and Aries is pulling for him.

AJ Styles is ready for his test from Jeff Hardy and is going to take the
points next week.

TNA World Title: Chris Sabin vs. Bully Ray

After the big match intros Ray gets right in Sabin’s face and talks trash
but Sabin doesn’t blink. Ray goes to the corner but Sabin gets right in
Ray’s face and says he’s going to win the title. Ray shoves him down and



we’re ready to go. The champ grabs the leg to start as the fans are
entirely behind Sabin. Chris fires off some kicks to the ribs and no
sells a chop to the chest. Another chop sends Chris back but a third
fires him up.

Ray offers him a fres kick to the ribs before chipping the tar off his
skin. Sabin’s chest is BLOOD red but says bring it on. Now it’s Sabin
firing off strikes to the face and chest before pounding away in the
corner, only to have Ray go after the knee. Here are the Aces for backup
as Sabin is laid out on the stage. Cue the Mafia who are somehow free as
we take a break.

Back with Ray working over the leg and yelling at Rampage Jackson. It’s
basically a lumberjack match now with the Mafia running interference when
the Aces try to get involved. Ray hooks a leg lock and kicks at Sabin’s
back while unhooking Sabin’s boot. A chop stops Sabin’s comeback bid and
there goes the knee pad as well. Ray hits a Hennig neck snap on the leg
and talks a lot of trash. Now he yells at the Mafia but stops to kick
Sabin’s knee again.

Ray mocks Hogan’s hand to the ear which is always good for some heel
heat. He pounds on the knee even more as the methodical offense
continues. A chop to a downed Sabin makes him scream and Ray thinks he
should take off the other knee brace. Ray whips him across the ring but
Sabin collapses halfway there.

Instead he drills Sabin with a superplex for two but Chris fights back.
He somehow gets up top for a missile dropkick but the referee goes gets
bumped. Anderson tries to come in but the Mafia is there to stop the
bikers. Ray got a hammer in there somehow but Sabin kicks him down.
Everyone else is gone and Sabin blasts Ray in the head with the hammer
for the pin and the title at 18:40.

Rating: B. This was all about the drama but the action was pretty solid
as well. The ending really did surprise me which isn’t something that



happens all that often anymore. There’s no way Sabin is going to be a
long term champion due to his knee injuries but it’s still an awesome
moment which is exactly what they were shooting for. It’s not like Ray
was doing exceptional business or anything anyway. Ray being
overconfident here was a fine story and it’s the perfect way to get the
fans to go nuts. Well done stuff here.

Overall Rating: B+. They called this a PPV quality show and I can’t say I
disagree with the statement. Things were hot all night long and the whole
show worked quite well. The ending was a surprise but there’s no way
Sabin survives that long with the title. All three of the triple threats
were decent to ok but the Ultimate X should be fun next week. Very solid
show all night here and it worked quite well.

Results

Austin Aries b. Bobby Roode – Brainbuster

Sonjay Dutt b. Petey Williams and Homicide – Moonsault double stomp to
Homicide

Manik b. Kenny King and Chavo Guerrero – Double chickenwing gutbuster

Greg Marasciulo b. Rockstar Spud and Rubix – Over the shoulder piledriver
to Spud

Chris Sabin b. Bully Ray – Hammer to the head

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:



Impact  Wrestling  –  July  4,
2013:  HAIL  SABIN!  And  Not
Much Else
Impact  Wrestling
Date: July 4, 2013
Location: Orleans Arena, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Taz

We’re in Sin City tonight for a taped Independence Day show. The main
story is Austin Aries stole the X Division Title last week and as of this
moment gets to challenge Bully Ray two weeks from tonight at Destination
X. Other than that we’ll have a lot more buildup towards Bound For Glory
in the BFG Series as points continue to be accumulated. Let’s get to it.

We open with the usual recap of last week’s show.

Here’s Austin Aries to open things up. A lot of people like him, a lot of
people boo him, but now everyone has to respect him. He’s the man who
initiated Option C last year and this year he’s the man who is going to
cash in the X Title for another shot at the world title. Aries demands
Hogan get out here right now to make the cash in official.

Cue Hogan who says that Aries is the man who initiated Option C and then
won the world title (where have I heard this before?). He brought the
division to new highs but last week he brought it to new lows. Aries
committed the greatest sin of all: gimmick infringement. Therefore,
tonight Austin has to defend the title against Chris Sabin and TJ
Perkins, now known as Manic. Manic is in the same attire as Suicide, but
without the word Suicide on his chest.

Kazarian says he’ll beat either version of AJ Styles he faces tonight.
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Bound For Glory Series: Kazarian vs. AJ Styles

Kaz and Daniels come out dressed as Sigfried and Roy, with Kaz promising
to make the world title appear around his waist in October. Styles knocks
Kaz to the floor at the bell and hits a baseball slide to take him down
again. Back in and AJ misses a forearm in the corner so Kaz can pound
away on the mat. AJ comes back with a hard clothesline as Daniels is
holding a stuffed tiger and wearing a blonde wig while playing
cheerleader. The springboard forearm gets two on Kaz but Kaz dropkicks AJ
down to get himself a breather. Not that it matters though as the Calf
Killer makes Kaz tap to give AJ ten points at 4:02.

Rating: C. This was a nice little match as AJ continues to hone in his
new character. The Calf Killer looked great and AJ can still fly as well
as anyone else in the company. This is a pairing that has worked for
years but I’m not exactly looking forward to Daniels vs. Styles #845 when
they’re paired together in the Series.

Chavo gives Hernandez another pep talk.

Mickie James is in the ring with a ladder. She talks about having to
climb the ladder to success and brags about being a country singer and
being pursued for commercials. So Taryn and Gail can go out and break a
leg and everything else, because they’ll never be as great as she is.
Mickie is going to be Knockouts Champion of the century and will destroy
whomever she faces for the title.

The Gut Check judges debate Ryan Howe vs. Big O. Howe gets to face the
judgment.

The Main Event Mafia says the fourth member is revealed tonight.

Bound For Glory Series: Jay Bradley vs. Hernandez



Bradley takes over with a headlock and sends Hernandez to the ramp.
SuperMex shoulders him in the ribs and hits the big dive over the top to
take over. The over the top backbreaker gets two but Bradley comes back
with a backbreaker of his own. Chavo tries to get in and the distraction
lets Hernandez hit the big shoulder for the pin at 3:13.

Rating: D. This was barely anything at all with Bradley just being a warm
body out there. I don’t know why TNA thinks fans care about Hernandez and
Chavo as the fans go nearly silent during their interactions. They’re not
interesting and the eventual match between the two isn’t going to draw
any interest. Not much to see here.

Aces and 8’s talk about the X Title match tonight and Ray suggests no one
should win it.

Bro Mans vs. Gunner/James Storm

Non-title here. Robbie and Jesse jump Gunner to start and take over for a
bit, only to have Gunner clothesline Robbie down. Hot tag brings in Storm
to clean house and backdrop Jesse onto Robbie’s crotch. Gunner tries a
sunset flip attempt on Jesse but Robbie breaks it up, only to eat the
Last Call. A Rock Bottom backbreaker (Irish Curse) puts Jesse down again
but it’s a powerslam/neckbreaker combo from the champs to get the pin for
Storm at 2:59. Basically just a squash but it was something of a mess.

Jeff Hardy is ready for Joseph Park tonight and hopes he doesn’t have too
much Abyss in him.

Here’s the Main Event Mafia with something to say. They’re here to
destroy aces and 8’s and to ensure that Bully Ray loses the World Title.
Sting brings out Samoa Joe to be the force of change in the new Mafia.
Joe says that with Angle and Sting at his back, he’s going to run through
the BFG Series and earn his shot at Bully Ray for the world title. Angle
says he put Joe in the Mafia because of the grueling matches they’ve had
over the years. As for the fourth member, he’s another man who is rising



up the charts in TNA: Magnus.

Magnus, also rocking a suit, comes out to a solid reaction. He praises
the other Mafia members and Joe in particular for putting him on the map
last year. It’s not just about the Mafia, but about the Mafia’s mission:
putting an end to Aces and 8’s. Sting challenges Aces and 8’s to a fight
at Destination X and guarantees a winner in the X Title match tonight.

Bound For Glory Series: Jeff Hardy vs. Joseph Park

Jeff grabs a headlock to start but bounces off Park in a shoulder block
attempt. A dropkick works a bit better and Hardy takes Park down with a
headscissors out of the corner. The Twisting Stunner looks to set up the
Swanton but Park rolls away at the last second. Park isn’t sure what to
do so he slowly whips Jeff from corner to corner and crushes him with a
splash.

Off to a chinlock for a few moments until Jeff fights up and hits his
usual stuff. A low dropkick gets two but the Twist of Fate is countered
into a Samoan drop. The middle rope splash connects for two but Jeff
comes back with the Twist of Fate to put both guys down. Hardy’s leg
hitting Park’s face busted his lip open though, meaning it’s a Black Hole
Slam for the referee, earning a DQ at 8:07.

Rating: C. This was better than I was expecting but the Park character
has pretty much hit its limit. It’s been the same idea for months now and
there aren’t many other places you can go with it without incorporating
more Abyss into it. Thankfully they’re not treating him as anything
special in the Series.

It’s time for Gut Check with Ryan Howe. Al Snow says no so Howe gets to
Kick Out in thirty seconds, but the fans won’t stop booing him. Danny
Davis says the booing has changed his mind because Howe didn’t stop what
he was saying, so it’s a yes. Bruce Pritchard says Howe got a reaction
from the audience, but it’s a no.



Doc and Anderson argue over who is the next VP of the club. The vote is
next week but Ray yells at them for wasting time.

Video on Gail Kim vs. Taryn Terrell in a ladder match next week.

Next week there will be three Joker’s Wild tag team matches in the BFG
Series.

X-Division Title: Austin Aries vs. Chris Sabin vs. Manik

Aces and 8’s are watching in the crowd. Aries is put in the Tree of Woe
to start and Sabin nails a delayed dropkick to his face. A sunset flip
gets two on Manik but Aries is back on his feet, only to be thrown out to
the floor. Manik hooks an Octopus Hold on Sabin but Aries comes back in
for the save. The masked man hangs onto the ropes and avoids a charging
Sabin to send Chris out to the floor. Aries sends Manik to the floor as
well and gets two off a middle rope dropkick to Sabin’s back.

A forearm to the back of Sabin’s neck puts him down on the ramp but Sabin
blocks the brainbuster into a front suplex. Aces and 8’s come to ringside
and try to pull Manik to the floor. The masked man dives on Doc and gets
powerbombed down onto the floor for his efforts. Cue the Mafia to get rid
of the bikers as we take a break.

Back with Manik being taken out on a stretcher as Aries hits a belly to
back suplex on Sabin on the apron. Aries rolls Sabin up three or four
times in a row for two each but Sabin comes back with rapid fire chops to
the chest and a choke in the corner. A running boot to the chest gets two
for Sabin but Aries drives him back into the corner. The running dropkick
is countered by a boot to the chest, but Sabin misses another kick in the
corner, banging up his knee in the process.

Aries goes after the knee and hits the running dropkick in the corner,
but the brainbuster is countered into a small package for two. The



brainbuster is only good for two so Aries hooks the Last Chancery, but
Sabin grabs the rope to escape again. Aries can’t hit the 450 so Sabin
connects with Hail Sabin but THAT just gets two. Another Hail Sabin is
countered into a victory roll for two but Sabin pops back up with a
discus forearm to put both guys down. Aries sends him into the corner for
another running dropkick, but Sabin catches him going up and hits Hail
Sabin from the middle rope for the pin and the title at 16:11.

Rating: B+. The stuff with Manik was just kind of there but things got
WAY better after it got down to a one on one match. Imagine that: a
showdown between two guys is better than a spot fest between three guys.
Who would have guessed that? Anyway, this was a tremendous match and that
finish looked excellent.

Sabin says he’s the next world champion to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. The main event was awesome but it was the only thing
on this show that was above average. Everything else on the show just
wasn’t all that good, as it was a bunch of filler stuff before we can get
to Louisville for Destination X. That being said, the main event was one
of the best matches we’ve seen in a LONG time int his company, which
makes the rest of the show worth it.

Results

AJ Styles b. Kazarian – Calf Killer

Hernandez b. Jay Bradley – Shoulder Block

Gunner/James Storm b. Bro Mans – Powerslam/neckbreaker combo to Godderz

Jeff Hardy b. Joseph Park via DQ when Park gave the referee a Black Hole
Slam

Chris Sabin b. Austin Aries and Manik – Hail Sabin from the middle rope
to Aries



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

Impact Wrestling – June 27,
2013:  There’s  A  Good  Show
Under The Mess
Impact Wrestling
Date: June 27, 2013
Location: Peoria Civic Center, Peoria, Illinois
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Tazz

We’re still in Illinois here with a show that TNA spoiled on
their website already. The main story here is we’re three
weeks away from Destination X and the chance at a world title
shot against Bully Ray. Other than that we have more from
Sting’s Main Event Mafia which right now is just him and Kurt
Angle plus more in the BFG Series. Let’s get to it.

After the usual voiceover gets things going, here’s Sting to
open the show. He says that after Slammiversary he needed to
go back to the roots of the Main Event Mafia so he picked Kurt
Angle. Angle says that he and Sting are Mafia Originals from
about four years ago. The concept of the Mafia was that
everyone had to be a former world champion and they did
anything they wanted.

Now, the only people who could stop them are Aces and 8’s.
They’ve kept Sting from ever challenging for the world title
again and kept Kurt out of the BFG Series. Angle says he and
Sting are the new Main Event Mafia and are both Hall of
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Famers, but that means nothing until Aces and 8’s are
destroyed and Bully loses the world title. Kurt says tonight
there’s going to be a third member of the Family to go to war
against the bikers.

Video on Sabin winning the X Title at Slammiversary.

Aces and 8’s jump Sabin in the back but don’t beat him down.
Anderson and Doc hold him so Ray can lecture Chris about not
overstepping his bounds and coming into the big boys’ league.

We meet the first Gut Check contestant: the Big O from Z: True
Long Island Story.

X-Division Title: Chris Sabin vs. Kenny King vs. Suicide

King dives into a double dropkick to start so it’s Sabin vs.
Suicide early on. King comes back with a running dropkick of
his own to take both guys down. Suicide is knocked to the
floor as Sabin is slammed down, only to have the masked guy
come in with a missile dropkick to put King down. Everyone
heads to the floor with Sabin diving onto both guys as we take
a break.

Back with Sabin putting King on the top rope with his back to
the ring, only to have Suicide miss a charge and get caught
sitting in the corner. Sabin dropkicks King’s body into
Suicide for two and your new three way spot of the match.
Suicide hits a kind of Diamond Cutter into the middle buckle
for two on Chris but King crotches him as the masked dude goes
up.

We get the Tower of Doom with Sabin getting the worst of it,
allowing King to get some near falls. Sabin comes back with a
baseball slide to send Suicide to the floor and the Hail Sabin
for two on King. Suicide sends the champ to the floor and gets
two off a rollup on King. The Royal Flush is countered into a
rollup by Suicide (with a grab of the rope) for the pin at
10:12.



Rating: C-. I’m over the three way rule and have been for
months now. Having literally the same gimmick every single
time makes the title nothing more than a worthless gimmick.
Suicide winning is something interesting as Sabin wasn’t going
to be bought as a threat to the world title no matter what.

Post match Hogan comes out with a limping guy named TJ
Perkins. Hogan says this is the real Suicide and the guy in
the ring jumped him and stole the suit. Suicide leaves through
the crowd with the title.

Hogan says that Suicide has until the end of the show to
unmask.

Ryan Howe is the other Gut Check guy. You might remember him
from the last season of Tough Enough. His gimmick here seems
to be a musician.

Gut Check: Ryan Howe vs. Adam O’Reiner

O’Reiner gets two off a powerslam to start before pounding
Howe on the mat. Adam misses a charge in the corner and Howe
puts him down with a jumping back elbow. Howe pounds away but
charges into a powerslam for the pin at 2:50. This was junk.

Ray comes in to see TJ Perkins. He’s a fan of TJ’s work but
wants to know if Angle and Sting put TJ up to this tonight.
Perkins says no so Ray gets in his face and asks again. TJ
says tonight was the opportunity of a lifetime and it was
taken away from him but he doesn’t know who did it.

We recap Velvet’s knee injury and Mickie attacking her to
delay the rematch over and over.

Knockouts Title: Velvet Sky vs. Mickie James

Mickie says Velvet is above this despite being a three dollar
w****. Sky spears her down to start and fires off shoulders in
the corner to take over. A slam to the mat gets two and Mickie
heads to the outside for a breather. Mickie takes over back



inside and takes it to the mat before firing off shoulders of
her own in the corner. She goes after the bad knee but Velvet
comes back with a bulldog for two and the champion heads
outside again.

Velvet hooks a headscissors to put Mickie down before pounding
away at Mickie’s face. Back in and Mickie kicks the bad knee
before getting two off a bad DDT. Velvet comes back again but
gets hit in the knee one more time, allowing Mickie to hook a
freaky deathlock for the tap out at 6:37.

Rating: D+. The story was fine but the execution didn’t work
at all. Velvet just isn’t that good in the ring but to be fair
she’s there because of how she looked in her little outfits.
Mickie is playing the heel very well and the idea of just
going after an injury is a fine way to get heel heat.

Velvet cries about losing.

We recap the events of the night so far.

Bobby Roode walks past Sting and Angle in the back. The Mafia
smiles.

Hogan asks a referee who he thinks Suicide is but can’t get
any information. The referee is told to tell Suicide either
unmask or get fired.

Bound For Glory Series: Magnus vs. Bobby Roode

They fight for arm control to start with neither guy being
able to gain the advantage. Magnus gets two off a jumping knee
to the face and Roode bails to the outside. Back in and Roode
goes after the neck by sending Magnus throat first into the
middle rope. A neckbreaker gets two and it’s off to a
chinlock. Magnus comes back with a backdrop and a clothesline
followed by a release suplex. A top rope elbow gets two on
Roode but he catches Magnus in the spinebuster. The
fisherman’s suplex is countered into a falcon’s arrow for the



pin on Roode at 6:42.

Rating: C+. This started slow but got a lot better by the end.
Magnus has so much potential it’s unreal, but it’s taken way
too long to actually push the guy. That was the biggest
singles win of his career and Roode isn’t going to lose
anything as a result. This is called a rub, and surprisingly
enough this works better than Hogan calling Magnus his main
man one time backstage.

Aces and 8’s go into a locker room and ask if anyone is
Suicide or if they’ve spoken to the Mafia. They all deny it
but Ray threatens them anyway. Oh and Godderz should lay off
the carbs.

Here are James Storm and Gunner with something to say. Storm
says tag team wrestling is a science and while they may not be
scientists, he’s been known as a chemist with his alcohol. You
may not get along with your partner, but if you win in the
ring you’re good to go. That’s why he picked Gunner and it’s
why they’re champions.

This brings out Robbie E and Jesse Godderz to say they’re the
future of tag team wrestling and called the team the Bromance.
James: “So are you guys like a thing now?” Robbie: “I DIDN’T
SAY THAT!” The name is Bro Mans apparently and Jesse says he
has a hot girlfriend so they’re clearly into chicks. James
calls Tara a butterface so Gunner knocks a charging Jesse out.

Sting and Angle want to go find Suicide.

Bound For Glory Series: Mr. Anderson vs. Samoa Joe

Anderson takes him into the corner but Joe pounds him down
with strikes. A running big boot in the corner gets two for
Joe as Tenay and Taz bicker again. We head to the floor with
Anderson ramming him back first into the apron for two back
inside. Anderson gets two off a swinging neckbreaker but Joe
fights back into the corner again. Here are Doc and Knux for a



distraction, allowing Anderson to get two off a DDT. Joe comes
back with a powerslam as the Mafia hits the ring to take out
the bikers. Back in the ring Joe blocks the Mic Check and gets
caught in the Koquina for the tap out at 5:28.

Rating: C-. The match was a backdrop for the angle going on
but it wasn’t bad. Joe could be a factor in the BFG Series as
you could have him get a bunch of submissions to run up his
score. He’s eternally over in TNA so the crowd will buy into
him no matter what he’s doing at the moment. Also Anderson is
so much better in this role than as a top guy.

Joe is the third member of the Mafia.

Here’s Hogan to demand who Suicide is tonight. Suicide gets a
mic but Hogan has to list off his accomplishments first. Cue
Bully Ray who says that he wants to find out who is under the
mask as well. Ray claims that Suicide won the title because
Sabin had the fear of Bully Ray in him. Bully is a bad person
who does bad things so Suicide doesn’t want a piece of him.
Hogan says take the mask off right now but Suicide says he
felt the pain and we share the torment. Suicide says the
question is do you know who he is…..and it’s Austin Aries, who
is going to cash in again this year to win the title. Ray is
shocked to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. This was a hit and miss night for TNA. The
good news is that they have some interesting stuff going on in
the forms of Magnus and the Mafia, but stuff like Gut Check
and the Suicide angle being rushed through in one night bring
the show right back down. Also it gets annoying seeing Ray and
Hogan trying to find out who Suicide is and wasting time on
those segments when the reveal is later in the night. The show
wasn’t bad but it felt bogged down which made it feel long.

Results

Suicide b. Chris Sabin and Kenny King – Rollup to King



Adam O’Reiner b. Ryan Howe – Powerslam

Mickie James b. Velvet Sky – Deathlock

Magnus b. Bobby Roode – Falcon’s Arrow

Samoa Joe b. Mr. Anderson – Koquina Clutch

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

 


