
2013 Awards: Feud of the Year
My  pick surprised me here. This is a hard one to pick as
almost nothing stood head and shoulders above everything else
this year.  I’ll eliminate Bryan vs. Orton as the multiple
screwjob endings really dragged it down.  Bryan is definitely
a  bigger  star  as  a  result,  but  it  didn’t  feel  like  a
satisfying ending at all.

Aces and 8’s vs. TNA…..just no.

For second place I’ll go with Punk vs. Heyman.  Yeah the
promos were great and Lesnar vs. Punk might be match of the
year, but the stuff with Axel and Ryback just killed time and
Punk’s “extreme” attacks on Heyman were just lame.  The feud
had its moments but there was too much bad stuff in there for
it to hold up.

I’m  going  to  give  this  to  the  Rhodes  Family  vs.  the
Authority.  The promos from Dusty were excellent, the matches
with Shield got better and better every time with the tag
title change being one of the best moments of the year, and
the payoff actually worked.  Also, we’re getting one of the
best comebacks ever from Goldust and it’s going to make Cody
look like a bigger star that he ever has before.  It’s an
awesome feud and the brothers are still riding momentum from
it.

Smackdown  –  December  13,
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2013: Setting The Tables
Smackdown
Date:  December 13, 2013
Location: Rose Garden Arena, Portland, Oregon
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the final show before TLC, meaning this is the last night with two
world champions. It’s hard to say what we’ll get tonight but given that
this is the blue show, I’ll take a guess and say it ends in a big tag
match. Other than that, maybe we’ll get a tables, ladder or chairs match
added to the Tables, Ladders and Chairs show. Let’s get to it.

We open with a clip of the ending segment from Raw with Cena calling out
Orton for living on his reputation and the huge brawl which seems to
plant seeds for Wrestlemania. I still don’t think Shawn is getting back
in the ring though.

The belts are hanging above the ring and there are probably fifteen
ladders and tables set up around the ring.

Daniel Bryan vs. Erick Rowan

Bryan has one of the Slammys he won on Monday with him. Rowan shoves
Daniel down to start but Daniel comes back with a running forearm to
stagger Erick. The kicks get him nowhere though as Rowan easily shoves
him down. Rowan gets in a forearm of his own to Daniel’s back and puts on
a bearhug followed by a fallaway slam.

A splash in the corner gets two on Daniel as Harper looks…..confused I
guess you would call it. Bryan gets a boot up in the corner and a middle
rope dropkick to drop Erick. Now the kicks work a bit better with the big
one to the head dropping Rowan. The FLYING GOAT takes out Harper and
Rowan is sent outside as well, only to have Bray trip up Bryan for the DQ
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at 3:06.

Rating: D+. This was just a quick trailer for the match on Sunday to
illustrate what Bryan is going to have to go through. I actually like it
better that way as we’ve seen Bryan vs. Rowan in a long match recently so
there’s little need to see the same thing again. Also it keeps Rowan
looking strong instead of having him lose a second match, meaning there’s
some actual thought to the booking for a change.

Bryan has to fight off the monsters post match and manages to get out of
the ring for a bad looking running knee to take Bray out.

Real Americans vs. Cody Rhodes/Goldust

Non-title. Before the match Colter rants about Santa Claus telling him
Feliz Navidad. That sounds like an illegal immigrant to him and that
means we need to strengthen our border with the North Pole. Goldust runs
Cesaro down to start and it’s quickly off to Cody as the champions start
in on Antonio’s arm. Swagger comes in with some right hands to Cody’s jaw
and the Americans start some quick tagging of their own. The Vader Bomb
misses as a moderate We The People chant starts up.

Goldust comes in with the uppercut and a spinebuster to Swagger but a
blind tag brings in Cesaro to knock Goldust out to the floor. We take a
break and come back with Swagger holding Goldust in a front facelock. The
Americans take their turns on Goldust with Swagger putting on a chinlock.
Goldust fights up and comes off the second rope for a collision with
Swagger.

The double tag brings in Cody for the sunset flip out of the corner and
the Alabama Slam for two each on Antonio. Goldust has to break up the
Swing and Cody gets two more off the Disaster Kick. Both Americans are
sent to the floor and Cody hits a great looking dive to take Cesaro out.
Back in and Cody loads up the moonsault press but gets distracted by
Swagger, allowing Cesaro to pull him into the European uppercut for the



pin at 6:17 shown of 9:47.

Rating: C-. It’s been at least a few weeks since we last had the
champions lose a few matches to set up a title shot so it was long
overdue. The Americans getting wins is fine, but there must be some teams
they could beat other than the champions. If nothing else, take some of
those guys that have nothing else to do and make quick teams out of them.
It’s worked many times before.

Video package on what the history of the titles means for the unification
match. This transitions into a nice package shows Cena and Orton’s career
paths.

Bad News Barrett calls us losers for voting on the Slammy winners.

Damien Sandow vs. Mark Henry

Langston is on commentary again. Henry throws Sandow around to start and
shrugs off a boot in the corner. Sandow is sent to the floor and takes
the countout to save himself for Sunday at 1:17.

Langston throws Sandow back inside for the beating he deserves.

AJ Lee/Tamina Snuka vs. Bella Twins

Natalya is on commentary. Nikki is shoved to the mat by Tamina to start
but uses the power of yelling to come back. A snap suplex and a Samoan
drop put Nikki down as Natalya talks about Total Divas. Off to AJ who
skips around a lot but misses a charge into the corner, allowing for the
hot tag to Brie. The girl named after cheese cleans a little bit of the
house but is quickly caught in the Black Widow for the submission at
2:36.

Here’s Cena for the PPV hard sell. Cena talks about how Monday was the



first time that the two world champions both handed the world title away.
99% of the superstars in WWE history will never hold one of those (true,
though if you go by the WWE roster currently listed on Wikipedia, which
to be fair includes Rock, Undertaker, Lesnar and other part timers as
well as names like Ezekiel Jackson and Evan Bourne, it’s about 30% of all
male wrestlers. Think about that for a minute and you’ll see why the
titles should be unified) but they gave the titles away. Why would they
do that?

It’s because of the moment on Sunday when the unification will change
everything. Cena knows what Orton is capable of, but he also knows
something Orton wishes he doesn’t know: Orton has a glass jaw. Think
about it: whenever Orton gets hurt, he runs away. This Sunday there’s
nowhere to run though and Orton is going to have to suffer through the
pain from falling off a ladder or going through a table. Cena doesn’t
know what Orton is going to do but he’s going to get back up every time.
The question is does Orton run again or does he get back up? This Sunday
there’s one champion and his name is John Cena.

We look back at Punk beating Ambrose on Raw but getting speared down
after the match.

Shield vs. Usos

Ambrose is on commentary here to continue a theme tonight. Jimmy
leapfrogs Rollins to start and punches him in the face before tagging
Jey. The twins hit a higher flying version of the Demolition Decapitator
for two before Jimmy puts on a standing armbar. Rollins pushes him into
the corner for the tag off to Reigns and Shield takes over. Jimmy tries
to speed things up by hitting the ropes, allowing Jey to make a blind
tag. Some Uso double teaming knocks Rollins out to the floor and we take
a break.

Back with Jimmy fighting out of a Seth front facelock and getting two off
a backslide. Reigns comes back in and shoves Jimmy into the corner for a



chinlock. Jimmy escapes with a jawbreaker but Roman runs him over with a
clothesline. Shield tries some double teaming but Rollins gets low
bridged to the floor. Jimmy DDTs Reigns down and dives over for the tag
to Jey. Rollins comes back in to speed things up with the throw in the
air Samoan drop for a VERY close two.

The superkick sets up the Superfly Splash but Seth rolls to the floor.
That’s cool with Jey who takes him out with a cross body, putting all
four guys outside. Reigns comes out of nowhere with a spear to Jimmy and
Jey is sent into the post. Jey barely beats the count but gets caught by
the Black Out (running curb stomp). Rollins loads up a GTS but puts Jey
on his feet instead of hitting him with the knee, only to set up another
spear for the pin at 8:55 shown of 11:10.

Rating: C+. The tag matches continue to be good in WWE as they’re given
the time to develop. I still hope the Usos get the titles eventually as
they’ve spent years on the roster and consistently put on entertaining
matches. At the same time, Shield, is able to have good matches no matter
what combination we get from them.

After the match Punk appears on screen from the basement ala Shield’s
promos. Punk didn’t like it when Shield put their hands on him and he’s
going to do something about it on Sunday. He knows he’s going down, but
the question is how many of them are going with him.

Ryback vs. Big Show

Axel and Mysterio are the seconds here. Before the match we get the
announcement of a four way tag title match on Sunday: Rhodes/Goldust vs.
Ryback/Axel vs. Real Americans vs. Big Show/Rey Mysterio. Big Show chops
Ryback down to start and hits the loud chop in the corner. A headbutt
staggers Ryback and there’s another loud chop. Ryback comes back with a
nice spinebuster for two but the Meat Hook is caught in a chokeslam to
give Big Show the pin at 1:44.



Axel takes a 619 post match.

We look at Bryan attacking Bray earlier.

The Wyatts come on screen and Bray says he was trying to prove Daniel
wrong. Bray yells that he (Bray) was a blind fool though and starts
singing about walking with the reaper and leaving this world behind.
That’s his special lullaby song that he sings to all of his babies before
he puts them down. See you Sunday Bryan.

Kofi Kingston vs. Alberto Del Rio

Del Rio gets the jobber entrance. No match again this week as Miz jumps
Kofi and gives him a Skull Crushing Finale on the floor. I’d assume we
have a TLC match set as a result.

In the weekly sitdown interview, HHH says he might listen to an apology
from Orton for him running into Stephanie on Monday.

Here’s Orton for the apology to end the show. He talks about the end of
Monday’s show and seeing Stephanie laid out on the mat. Orton can’t get
the image out of his head and wants to apologize to the Authority in
person. This brings out HHH as Orton says it was clearly an accident. He
says it’s clearly an accident if you look at the footage so here’s the
ending sequence again.

There’s more footage from a different angle in slow motion but we have to
wait for the YES chant to die down first. Orton talks over the Daniel
Bryan chant and talks about how their relationship is important and he
wants HHH and Stephanie to accept his apology. HHH says he’s seen the
footage over and over because they’re his cameras in the first place.
There are a lot of people that need to apologize but he isn’t one of
them. They both know he could fire Orton for this but that wouldn’t be
best for business. For this one time, Orton’s apology is accepted.



Orton is grateful, but there’s one more thing he needs to ask about. We
look at the footage of Cena helping Stephanie to her feet and standing
next to the Authority and Orton would like an explanation. Randy talks
about proving himself on Sunday but wants to know if the Authority has
the same amount of faith in him that he has in himself. HHH says don’t
worry about it because they know exactly where their faith lies. Orton is
confused to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. This show was designed to set up the main matches for
Sunday but we didn’t really get anything new here. Bryan got in a shot at
Bray and that’s really about all that has changed. Cena still seems to be
the Authority’s guy (though I don’t buy it at all) and Punk is still
promising to take the Shield down with him. Other than adding the four
way tag match, there really isn’t anything new for Sunday. The wrestling
here was just ok but the point was setting up the PPV. Everything was
covered, but other than the main event there isn’t much of interest to
see, which cuts tonight’s show down.

Results

Daniel Bryan b. Erick Rowan via DQ when Bray Wyatt interfered

Real Americans b. Goldust/Cody Rhodes – European uppercut to Rhodes

AJ Lee/Tamina Snuka b. Bella Twins – Black Widow to Brie

Shield b. Usos – Spear to Jey

Big Show b. Ryback – Chokeslam

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of In Your House at Amazon for just $4
at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



Monday Night Raw – December
9,  2013:  Fear  the  Beard,
Believe  in  the  Shield  and
Cena….with the Authority?
Monday  Night Raw
Date: December 9, 2013
Location: Key Arena, Seattle, Washington
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Jerry Lawler

It’s Slammy night which usually means we’re in for anything from fun to
annoyance, all while using the awards as props. It’s also the go home
show for TLC, meaning we’re going to get a lot of Cena and Orton staring
at each other while talking about what their belts mean. Also expect a
lot of cameos. Let’s get to it.

The opening is like a big time awards show, talking about what will be
announced tonight and talking about who will be here.

Jerry Lawler and Booker T are hosting the awards while Cole and JBL
handle commentary.

We open with an explanation of how to download the WWE App. Expect to
hear that a lot tonight.

Daniel Bryan vs. Fandango

Bryan is the hometown boy and has a new shirt. Daniel leapfrogs Fandango
to start and dropkicks him down but gets kneed in the ribs for two.
Fandango suplexes Bryan down, only to be sent face first into the middle
buckle. Bryan pounds him down and hooks the surfboard knee crusher
followed by a kick to the chest for two. A sidestep sends Bryan to the
floor but Fandango misses a dive, setting up the FLYING GOAT. Bryan hits
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a running dropkick up against the barricade and we head back inside.
Fandango is staggered but manages to catch Bryan coming off the top in a
sitout powerbomb for two as we take a break.

Back with Bryan hitting the running clothesline and shaking like the
reincarnated Ultimate Warrior. There are the YES Kicks as the Washington
crowd goes nuts. The big kick misses so badly that Cole has to
acknowledge it but Bryan gets two anyway. Bryan misses the running
dropkick in the corner and gets suplexed down for two. Fandango misses
the guillotine legdrop but Bryan hits the Swan Dive followed by the
running knee to the face for the pin at 9:18.

Rating: C. Better match than I was expecting here with Bryan making
Fandango look like a million bucks. That’s what Bryan might be best at
and now he has the credibility to give anyone on the roster a rub. Good
match here and it’s nice to see Fandango not look like a complete jobber
every time he’s out there.

Post match we’ve got Bray on the screen. He doesn’t like Bryan’s
unwillingness to comply and the clock is ticking. Bray doesn’t want to
watch Bryan suffer because in his world, there are no happy endings or
fairy tales. This story ends the same way that it started. Bray needs
Bryan to know that he’s going to hurt Bryan bad and prove that Bryan is a
monster just like him. In that moment, Bray can take all of Bryan’s pain
away, if he’ll join the Family. The lights go out again and the fans
chant NO.

Here are Jerry and Booker for our first award of the night. Up first is
the Laugh Out Loud Award, presented by the New Age Outlaws, clad in
powder blue and neon orange tuxedos, complete with top hats ala Dumb and
Dumber. Road Dogg can talk just as fast as he used to. They do some of
their schtick but get cut off by a ONE MORE MATCH chant. Billy tries to
do the catchphrase but gets cut off.

The nominees are:

Vickie Guerrero being fired and freaking out

Titus O’Neil eating too much and getting sick in JBL’s hat



The Cobra being caught between Jinder Mahal’s and Great Khali’s snake
charm flutes

Rock singing about Vickie Guerrero

Apparently we have to wait for the winner to be announced later because
voting is still going on.

Back from a break and Rock wins the award. Vickie comes out to take the
trophy and say the award represents her beauty.

Damien Sandow vs. Santino Marella

Santino starts with his power walk as Langston is on commentary. Sandow
stomps Santino down and puts on a quick chinlock. Santino comes back with
his hiptoss and the headbutt before loading up the Cobra. Damien
legsweeps him down though and You’re Welcome ends this at 2:30.

Langston and Sandow stare each other down post match.

Shield, wearing suits, are here to present Double Cross of the Year.
Before the nominees, Shield recommends never double crossing them.
Ambrose cuts Reigns off and Roman doesn’t look pleased. The nominees are:

Mark Henry faking retirement

Shawn Michaels superkicking Daniel Bryan inside the Cell

Paul Heyman costing CM Punk MITB

HHH Pedigreeing Daniel Bryan at Summerslam

The winner is again after a break.

Post break and Shawn Michaels wins. Shawn thinks it’s ironic that he
double crossed people for 25 years and wins an award four years after he
retired. The fans chant YOU SOLD OUT and Shawn said he did that years ago
which is why he’s still here. Shawn didn’t come off like a heel here but
he wasn’t the nicest guy in the world.

The Miz vs. Kofi Kingston



This is another match we don’t need to see again. Kofi gets in a running
kick to start but runs into a knee in the corner. A big boot puts Miz
down and a few knees to the head get two each. Trouble in Paradise misses
and Miz bails to the floor as a result. Miz tries to walk out but Kofi
chases him down and blasts Miz in the back of the head. Back in and a
springboard shot to the back of Miz’s head gets two. Miz counters a
rollup and kicks him into the buckle and rolls Kofi up with a handful of
tights for the pin at 2:38. Pretty messy match.

Post match Kofi kicks Miz in the head like a sore loser.

Eve Torres returns to present Diva of the Year. The nominees are:

The Bella Twins

Funkadactyls

Kaitlyn

Natalya

Eva Marie

AJ Lee

After a break the Bella Twins win and are booed out of the building.

Rey Mysterio/Big Show/Cody Rhodes/Goldust vs. Real
Americans/Ryback/Curtis Axel

Ryback pounds Mysterio down to start but Rey slides through his legs and
kicks Ryback in the face. The big guy heads outside to avoid the 619 and
heads back inside to face the Big Show. Ryback is shoved into the corner
and chopped in the chest before it’s off to Goldust for an elbow drop.
Back from a break with Rey spinning Cesaro down with a headscissors
before it’s back to Goldust.

Goldie is dragged into the corner and beaten down by Swagger, only to
come back with the uppercut to the jaw. Swagger sends him to the floor so
Cesaro can clothesline Goldust down for two. Off to Axel for a dropkick
and an elbow for two before it’s back to Ryback for some pounding.



Swagger puts on a front facelock as we hear about the Ascension Ceremony
later tonight. There will be 20 world champions around the ring as the
titles are raised into the air for the last time….except for Sunday but
at least it’s something new.

Cesaro double stomps Goldust for two and we hit the chinlock. Goldust
fights up and powerslams Cesaro down, only to be sent into the corner for
a beating from Swagger. The Real Americans both come in but get caught in
a double DDT to put everyone down. The hot tag brings in Cody to face
Axel as house is cleaned. A springboard missile dropkick puts Axel down
and there’s the moonsault press for two as everything breaks down. Big
Show spears various heels and Rey tags himself in. The Disaster kick sets
up the 619 and the top rope splash pins Axel at 11:40.

Rating: C+. The match wasn’t bad but these matches throwing Goldust/Cody
vs. any combination of heels are going to stop working eventually. Big
Show and Mysterio don’t work for me as a team as they’ve done the big
man/little man combination so many times that it just doesn’t hold up.

How to download the WWE App The Sequel!

Booker and Jerry bring out Shawn Michaels to present Superstar of the
Year. First though, Shawn declares himself Mr. Slammy. Also, since Shawn
was always giving A+ performances, maybe we should call the award the H-
B-Shizzle? Anyway, the nominees are:

Brock Lesnar

CM Punk

Big Show

Daniel Bryan

Randy Orton

John Cena

An hour and fifteen minutes in, this show is dedicated to Nelson Mandela.
I really hope that was at the beginning of the show as well.



Bryan wins to set up the confrontation with Michaels. Bryan thanks the
fans for giving him the H-B-Shizzle Award but also thanks Shawn for
costing him the world title. This award is because of the people rather
than what the Authority wants. Oh and GO SEAHAWKS.

Sin Cara vs. Alberto Del Rio

Cara now has red white and green tights. We get an inset interview with
Del Rio saying he’s a former world champion and Cara is nothing. Del Rio
is aggressive to start by headbutting Cara down, only to be cross bodied
for his efforts. Cara pounds him on the head but gets caught in a suplex
to put him down. More forearms put Del Rio on the floor but he tries to
charge back in, only to be dropkicked out to the floor.

A Russell Wilson MVP (Seahawks quarterback) chant starts up as Del Rio is
sent into the barricade. Back in and the corner enziguri puts Cara down
but Alberto misses what looked to be a dropkick, even though Cara was on
the mat. Del Rio rolls to the floor before the Swanton can launch and we
take a break. Back with Del Rio holding a chinlock but Cara fighting out
and dropkicking Alberto down for two. The tilt-a-whirl backbreaker gets
two for Alberto and he takes Sin outside to send him into the barricade.

Back in and we hit another chinlock before the low superkick gets two for
Del Rio. Cara avoids a charge into the corner and hits a tornado DDT for
two. A handspring elbow gets the same but Del Rio hits the Codebreaker to
the arm. Cara escapes the armbreaker and hits a rolling Angle Slam to put
Alberto down. The Swanton takes too long to set up though and Cara gets
crotched on the top. Del Rio loads up a superplex but gets caught in a
sunset bomb, setting up the Swanton for the pin at 11:04.

Rating: B-. If they’re not careful they’re going to make a star out of
Sin Cara. It’s remarkable how much better Hunico is at playing the
character and he’s nailing this second run. Good match here and it’s good
to see Del Rio dropping down the card like he should have done a long
time ago.

The Prime Time Players are here to present the Audience Presentation
Award, which is basically best chant. They insert the Millions of Dollars
dance as an honorable mention. The nominees are:



Fandango-ing

YES! YES! YES!

Let’s Go Cena/Cena Sucks

What’s Up!

Daniel Bryan wins which isn’t a huge surprise. He says the only thing he
can think of: YES! YES! YES!

Brodus Clay vs. Xavier Woods

Woods goes right at him and pounds away in the corner, only to be
powerbombed in half to stop the momentum. Brodus hits a middle rope
splash for the pin at 39 seconds.

Post match Brodus destroys Woods with elbows and splashes. Woods appears
to have hurt ribs.

Here’s Miz to present Insult of the Year. The nominees are:

AJ Lee – “I didn’t get here because I SUCKED….up to the right people.”
(Total Divas promo)

Zeb Colter – Almost anything he said

Paul Heyman – Insulting CM Punk

Stephanie McMahon – Insulting Big Show before firing him

Stephanie wins, of course. She says what she said was a huge compliment
because everyone knows it was best for business.

CM Punk vs. Dean Ambrose

Rollins and Reigns are staying at ringside. Punk takes him down into a
headlock followed by a wicked looking armbar to start. Dean fights up and
takes Punk over to the rope, only to be taken down with a hammerlock.
Back up and Punk tries a spinning cross body off the ropes but dives into
a gutbuster instead. Dean stomps away at the injured ribs and drops an
elbow for two before being Punk’s back around the ropes.



Punk has his face shoved into the mat for two and we hit the reverse
chinlock. CM fights up and sends Dean chest first into the corner before
throwing Ambrose outside to get a breather. The suicide dive takes
Ambrose out but Punk has to keep an eye on the rest of the Shield as we
take a break.

Back with Ambrose holding a headlock but getting belly to back suplexed
down. Punk misses a dropkick and as per wrestling logic, he hurts himself
despite landing the same way he would have had the move connected. A
swinging neckbreaker gets two on Ambrose and some forearms keep him in
trouble. The knee in the corner sets up the Macho Elbow for two but
Ambrose comes right back with a butterfly suplex.

Punk’s top rope cross body is rolled through for two but he comes back
with the high kick for two of his own. The fans think this is awesome.
Ambrose knees him in the rubs but sends Punk to the floor where Shield
gets in his face for some reason. The other two members leave and Punk
hits a quick GTS for the pin at 17:07.

Rating: B. As I said on Smackdown: this was exactly what you would expect
from Punk vs. Ambrose when they get time. I wish they would let someone
else lose the fall to Punk, but at least this time we got some storyline
development as a result. Very solid TV match here as anyone would have
expected.

Post match Reigns comes back in with a spear to Punk’s bad ribs.

We get the same video about what winning the world title means from
Smackdown.

Mick Foley presents the Most Extreme Moment of the Year Award. The
nominees are:

Shield putting Undertaker through a table in England

Ryback slamming Cena through the set in their last man standing match

CM Punk destroying Heyman on top of the Cell

Wyatt Family crushing Kane’s head at Summerslam



Punk wins although almost none of these were extreme. He says it’s weird
to win an award without wearing pants but promises to be even more
extreme on Sunday against the Shield.

Usos vs. Wyatt Family

Jey tries to speed things up on Rowan to start and manages to dropkick
him out to the floor. In a cool spot, Jey dives through the ropes while
Jimmy dives off the top to take out Harper. Bray laughs as we take a
break. Back with Harper holding Jey in a chinlock before bringing in
Rowan for a fallaway slam. Erick misses a charge in the corner and the
hot tag brings in Jimmy for a Samoan drop and the running Umaga attack in
the corner. Everything breaks down and Harper gets superkicked down,
setting up the Superfly Splash for two as Rowan makes the save. Rowan is
kicked down as well but Harper takes Jey’s head off for the pin at 8:28.

Rating: C-. The show is starting to drag but at least the match wasn’t
too bad. That lariat is absolutely awesome and proves that a simple move
can become something special if it’s given enough time. Rowan is looking
better and better every time he’s out there which is nothing but good.

Bret Hart presents the Match of the Year Award. The nominees are:

CM Punk vs Undertaker – Wrestlemania 29

Cody Rhodes/Goldust vs. Shield – Battleground

HHH vs. Brock Lesnar – Extreme Rules

The Rock vs. John Cena – Wrestlemania 29

Rock vs. Cena wins which is as good as anything else I guess. Cena gets a
mixed reaction but it’s mainly booing for his standard acceptance speech.

Natalya vs. Tamina Snuka

Since this show hasn’t gone on long enough already. Tamina takes her into
the corner and stomps away as AJ looks on with an evil smile from
ringside. Natalya avoids a charge and hits a discus lariat but goes after
AJ. Tamina picks up Natalya but accidentally swings her into AJ, allowing



Natalya to put on the Sharpshooter for the win at 1:37.

There are twenty former world or WWE Champions in the ring for the final
segment. We have Swagger, Christian, Bryan, Mysterio, Miz, Henry, Khali,
HHH, Booker T, Kane, Bret, Punk, Foley, Del Rio, Big Show, HBK and
Ziggler. HHH gives an introduction but a Daniel Bryan chant makes him
pause. Henry raises Bryan’s hand to really fire up the crowd. This is one
heck of a chant as the YES YES YES keeps it going. HHH finally gets a
word in and brings out Cena and Orton to bring us up to 19 champions (JBL
was supposed to be #20 but he’s still on commentary).

The belts are placed on the hanger and Orton talks about what image means
to Cena. He gets annoyed at the fans chanting YES before talking about
taking years off Foley’s career and embarrassing Shawn over and over.
There wouldn’t have had to be a Montreal Screwjob because Orton would
have knocked Bret out cold. The fans think Orton sucks before booing Cena
out of the building as well. Cena says Orton talked about working hard
and asks Bryan to stand next to him.

Cena asks Bryan where he’s from and if his parents were WWE Superstars.
Bryan says no, but YES he’s had to work for everything he’s achieved in
WWE. Orton hasn’t had to work his entire career because the right guys
liked him. Now he hides behind the Authority and says he’s bigger than
everything here. Orton has always blamed everyone else for his failure
and has had behavior problems everywhere.

The only reason Randy wants the titles is greed but Cena has always given
opportunities. When no one wanted Ziggler, Cena said let’s fight. When
Punk was about to leave, Cena agreed to give the best in the world the
title shot. When Daniel Bryan was the hottest thing in WWE, Cena gave him
a shot and lost. Orton is going to need luck on Sunday and they

very tensely shake hands. The belts are raised and the brawl is on.

Punk goes after Orton but HHH throws Punk down. That earns the boss a
beating but Shawn kicks Punk down to save his buddy. Bryan hits the
running knee on Shawn but has to avoid an RKO, shoving Orton into
Stephanie in the process (crowd: “YES! YES! YES”!). HHH Pedigrees Orton
as Cena and Kane help Stephanie up. The fans chant for Bryan as Orton



looks at the Authority and Cena to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This show was…..long. It set up the three major
matches at TLC but the awards gimmick got old about an hour into the
show. Bryan and Shield looked good tonight but other than that the awards
felt like they were as planned as they possibly could have been. The
ending segment came close to saving it but only brought it up to decent.
The show wasn’t bad for the most part but it felt like a show you could
have just read online the next morning and gotten everything you needed
to know out of it.

Results

Daniel Bryan b. Fandango – Running knee

Damien Sandow b. Santino Marella – You’re Welcome

The Miz b. Kofi Kingston – Rollup

Rey Mysterio/Big Show/Goldust/Cody Rhodes b. Real Americans/Ryback/Curtis
Axel – Top rope splash to Axel

Sin Cara b. Alberto Del Rio – Swanton Bomb

Brodus Clay b. Xavier Woods – Middle rope splash

CM Punk b. Dean Ambrose – GTS

Wyatt Family b. Usos – Discus lariat to Jey

Natalya b. Tamina Snuka – Sharpshooter

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of In Your House at Amazon for just $4
at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



Monday Night Raw – November
25, 2013: Oh What A Rush
Monday  Night Raw
Date: November 25, 2013
Location: Veterans Memorial Coliseum, Uniondale, New York,
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Jerry Lawler

It’s the night after Survivor Series and not a lot has changed. The main
events all went exactly the same way everyone expected them to, but there
was a surprise at the ending. John Cena and Randy Orton, both world
champions, stood alone in the ring, seemingly teasing a title unification
match at some point down the line. There might be some development on
that tonight. Let’s get to it.

We recap the ending to last night’s show.

Here’s Orton to open the show. He brags about doing what he said he’d do
and rise about the giant to keep the title last night. Orton asks HHH and
Stephanie to come out here for something to say, and the Authority
obliges. They seem very pleased with Orton on the way to the ring and
Stephanie brags about how awesome he was last night. Orton talks about
HHH and Stephanie lied about the interference.

Stephanie says they set everything up and there was no physical
interference just like they said. It was all to motivate Orton you see.
That’s not cool with Randy though because he was able to beat Big Show on
his own. He’s the face of the WWE and the biggest star in all of
wrestling.

This brings out John Cena who thinks there’s more than one champion right
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now. He talks about the fans being tired of being coddled and thinks we
need to find out who the better man is. Orton protests a bit but Cena
cuts him off, saying that this match is 11 years in the making, but
there’s no way to avoid this any longer. If Orton wants to, let’s get rid
of one championship and see who really is better.

HHH and Stephanie like the idea quite a bit and say in three weeks at
TLC, they’re going to hang both titles above the ring. It’s going to be
John Cena vs. Randy Orton in a Tables, Ladders and Chairs match. HHH
never actually said the titles were on the line but I think that’s
implied.

Shield vs. Rey Mysterio/Goldust/Cody Rhodes

Shield jumps the good guys to start and pull Goldust to their corner for
an early advantage. Ambrose pounds away but Goldust counters his running
dropkick into a catapult to the floor. Goldust uppercuts Dean down and
backdrops the now legal Rollins to the floor. Seth springboards into an
atomic drop but Reigns comes in with a running clothesline for two as we
take a break.

Back with Goldust fighting off Ambrose and making the hot tag to
Mysterio. Things immediately speed up as Rey snaps off a headscissors to
Rollins, only to have both guys try cross bodies at the same time. Double
tags bring in Ambrose and Rhodes with Cody hitting the missile dropkick
and an Alabama Slam as everything breaks down. Reigns is sent to the
floor but Reigns spears him down. Goldust gets one as well but Cody
dropkicks Reigns to the floor. A Disaster Kick sends him to the floor
again but Ambrose sneaks in with the bulldog driver to pin Cody at 8:30.

Rating: C+. Very fast paced match here with everyone moving the entire
way through. Reigns got his big spears in and the seeds of his face turn
continue. Notice that Ambrose got the pin after his finisher, but it was
Reigns taking out two of the three opponents. That could come into play
later.



You can pick Ziggler vs. Sandow’s stipulations: street fight, lumberjack
match or hardcore match.

It’s time for MizTV with special guest NFL legend Michael Strahan.
Instead it’s Titus O’Neil in a suit with some of his teeth blacked out
ala Strahan’s gap between his teeth. Titus imitates Strahan’s odd way of
speaking but Miz wants to know what’s up with the gap. Miz: “That thing
is wider than the gap between the Giants and the playoffs.” “Strahan”
things that Titus is awesome but here’s the real Strahan to protest.

Strahan doesn’t think the gap humor is very funny but thinks the fans
want to have some fun. Tonight there’s going to be a double team main
event. It’s going to be Orton/Del Rio vs. John Cena/Big Show. Miz
approves of Strahan’s hosting abilities but wants to know if he can hang
in the ring. Strahan dosn’t mind the idea of a fight but Titus plays
peacekeeper.

Apparently a simple move could put Strahan out of work and wants to know
if Michael can handle a hiptoss. Michael blocks the hiptoss pretty easily
so Titus takes his jacket off to try his luck. The same thing happens
again as the fans are just silent. Miz makes fun of the Giants (Strahan’s
old team who are having a terrible season) and gets taken down with ease.
There’s a hiptoss for Titus as well to end on a fun moment….I think? The
Millions of Dollars dance ensues.

How to download the App to vote for the stipulations.

Big E. Langston/Mark Henry vs. Ryback/Curtis Axel

Langston starts with Axel but the former Heyman Guys double team Langston
down with a spinebuster and splash for two. Ryback gorilla presses him
down for two and it’s back to Axel for some stomping. Langston fights up
and powers Ryback down, allowing for the double tag off to Henry and
Axel. Everything breaks down with the power guys cleaning house. The
World’s Strongest Slam ends Axel at 2:32.



We recap the opening segment. JBL flat out says one of them is leaving
with both titles. That’s the first official confirmation.

Total Divas vs. Team AJ

Bella Twins/Funkadactyls/Natalya/Eva Marie/JoJo

Aksana/AJ Lee/Rosa Mendes/Summer Rae/Kaitlyn/Tamina Snuka/Alicia Fox

Yes, seriously and it’s elimination again. Brie starts with Aksana and
gets a fast pin off something we missed due to the screen going dark. The
Bellas double team Rosa for an elimination and it’s off to Cameron to
face Tamina. Snuka easily throws her down so it’s off to Naomi for a
double suplex on Tamina followed by some hip shaking. A superkick
eliminates Naomi very quickly and it’s off to Cameron with a high cross
body.

Tamina easily rolls through into a Samoan drop for the elimination but
Natalya comes in to take out the monster. She slams Tamina down and tags
in JoJo for the “shocking” pin. Alicia comes in and gets rolled up a few
times, only to get caught in a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for the
elimination. Eva comes in to some insane heel heat before countering a
sunset flip out of the corner to Fox for a pin.

Off to Kaitlyn vs. Natalya with the Canadian making Kaitlyn tap out in
just a few seconds. It’s AJ/Summer vs. the Bellas/Eva/Natalya and AJ
comes in first. Natalya tries a Sharpshooter again but AJ rolls her up
for the pin, taking care of that potential challenger. Brie comes in with
the Bella Buster and the pin, leaving Summer all alone. Summer realizes
she’s outnumbered and starts dancing. Nikki comes in and does the Worm to
a pop but Summer completely fails at it. The Bellas won’t let her leave
and Nikki grabs a torture rack backbreaker for the pin at 8:24.

Rating: F+. You know my opinion on this already. Just pick a Total Diva
to win the title in the big season finale and be done with it already.



Sandow is in the ring to protest having to be in a match selected by the
fans. The match is going to be a Hamptons Hardcore Match.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Damien Sandow

The Hamptons is a VERY rich neighborhood in New York so there are golf
clubs and tennis rackets around the ring. Ziggler wears a New York
Islanders jersey to suck up to the crowd even more. Various objects are
uses to hit both guys, including a trashcan to send Ziggler to the floor.
Dolph sends Sandow over the timekeeper’s table as Cole talks about the
Mean Street Posse in the Attitude Era. Ziggler puts Sandow in the
trashcan and dropkicks him down as we take a break.

Back with Sandow dropping knees to the chest but getting sent into a food
cart of some kind. Damien drapes the Islanders jersey over Ziggler for
the Wind-Up Elbow for some cheap but decent heat. They head outside where
Ziggler gets in a blast from a fire extinguisher before heading back
inside. A shot with a broom sets up the Fameass for two on Damien.
Ziggler hits a delayed jumping DDT onto a chair for two but Daniem breaks
the broom over Ziggler’s back. You’re Welcome onto the trashcan is enough
to pin Ziggler at 11:35.

Rating: C. This was fine all things around and I could see them doing
several of these over the next few weeks. It’s a simple idea and
something different from what they usually do so I can’t complain about
it being repetitive. The matches aren’t terrible either, though Zack
Ryder must be crying over these.

Trailer for Miz’s new ABC Family movie.

Santino is in the back with Strahan when Erick Rowan comes up with a
sheep mask. Strahan puts it on and they stare at each other for awhile.
Santino thinks it has something to do with Thanksgiving and suggests some
turkey cooking techniques. Another strange segment in a series tonight.



Renee Young brings out Punk and Bryan for a chat. Punk asks Bryan if they
survived last night, earning a quick YES. Do they want to take on the
Wyatts again with Bray included? YES! Are we in Long Island? YES! Is it
weird that we both have microphones and keep shouting answers while Renee
doesn’t ask us any questions? YES! What is a better team name: the Goats,
the Best and the Beard or the Best Team in the World? Bryan: “….that’s
not a yes or no question.” Bryan says they’re ready and asks Punk what
time it is. IT’S CLOBBERIN TIME!!! The Wyatts come out and we take a
break.

CM Punk/Daniel Bryan vs. Wyatt Family

Three on two here. Punk and Rowan get things going with CM firing off
kicks to the leg. Bryan comes in and kicks at the ribs like only he can
but Rowan comes back with an elbow to the jaw. Off to Harper vs. Punk
with CM taking Harper into the corner for some shoulders. Back to Bryan
as they work on the other monster’s leg a bit this time. Harper comes
back with a hard shot to the face and now it’s time for Bray himself.

Bray blasts Daniel in the jaw and drops him with a headbutt before
bringing Rowan back in. Erick misses a big boot in the corner and the hot
tag brings Punk in for some kicks and knees to the face. Rowan is knocked
to the floor and Punk hits the suicide dive to send him into the
barricade. Back in and the Macho Elbow gets two for Punk but Erick
counters the GTS by LAUNCHING Punk out to the floor.

We take a break and come back with Punk fighting out of a Rowan chinlock.
Harper comes in before the comeback though and puts on the Gator Roll
into a headlock. Rowan comes in again for some choking but Punk kicks him
in the head to put both guys down. A double tag brings in Bryan and
Harper with Daniel dropkicking Bray out to the floor.

The FLYING GOAT takes Bray down again as Bryan speeds things way up. Back
in and Harper catches Harper in a hurricanrana but Rowan breaks up the
pin. Running dropkicks in the corner have the monsters in trouble but



Harper hits the Michinoku Driver. Bray comes in for the big brawl and the
match is thrown out at about 13:00.

Rating: C. Still good for the most part but nowhere near what last
night’s match was. Rowan needs the ring time more than anything else
right now so having two tag matches like this is a good thing for him.
Bray being in the match helped too but it’s good that he was in small
doses here. Fun match to continue the story.

Post match the heroes are laid out and Bryan gets taken away by the
Wyatts. Punk goes after them but Shield takes Punk out in a surprise
attack. The TripleBomb leaves Punk laying.

The Miz vs. Kofi Kingston

Kofi starts fast with some hiptosses to frustrate Miz and things already
slow down. Miz bails to the floor but Kofi stops himself from diving
after him. Back in and we hit the front facelock on Miz but he counters
into a headlock. Kofi fights out with ease and kicks Miz down to set up
the Boom Drop but Trouble in Paradise is blocked as well. The Figure Four
doesn’t work and the SOS gets two. Kofi hits a cross body for two but Miz
quickly rolls him up for the pin at 5:00.

Rating: C-. This was fast paced for the most part but it wasn’t anything
close to what they did last night. I’m still not sure what the idea is
behind doing the same thing on back to back nights, especially when last
night’s match was available for free. Kofi continues to be Kofi and no
one cares about the Miz, so everything is the same.

Mick Foley, Dude Love and Mankind sell us stuff.

Some contest winner is here and already has shirts made for his gimmick:
the Kosher Butcher. Ok then.



R-Truth is in the ring in street clothes to introduce Xavier Woods, who
is being accompanied by the Funkadactyls tonight due a deal with Brodus
Clay.

Xavier Woods vs. Heath Slater

Woods starts fast and flips Slater down to the mat before chopping in the
corner. Slater avoids a charge in the corner and puts on a chinlock to
kill more time. Woods fights up and hits the rolling clothesline followed
by Lost in the Woods for the pin at 3:17.

Rating: D. They did what they were hoping to do here but it didn’t really
change anything at all. Woods is going to be fine in the midcard for
awhile but I can’t picture him going much further than that. Then again,
that’s not a bad career to have. R-Truth isn’t going to do him much more
good though.

The Total Divas hit on Strahan as he signs autographs for them. Eva hits
on him but Goldust pops up behind Strahan for his bite thing.

Steve Austin is voted as Rock’s greatest Wrestlemania rival.

Cena and Strahan are cool with each other.

John Cena/Big Show vs. Randy Orton/Alberto Del Rio

Big Show and Del Rio get us going with the giant hitting some of those
loud chops of his. Del Rio is thrown to the corner and it’s Orton’s
chance at Big Show. More chops put Orton down and an elbow drop crushes
him as we take a break. Back with Cena missing a charge into the corner,
allowing Del Rio to hit the corner enziguri for two. Orton comes in for a
chinlock followed by a Del Rio DDT for two.

Cena gets in a shoulder block and brings in Big Show off the hot tag and



house is cleaned. Del Rio comes back with the low superkick to put Big
Show down and his eyes look dazed. Big Show falls down off the ropes and
Del Rio rakes at his eyes to show how evil he is. Back to Orton who does
very little before bringing Del Rio back in for a kick to the head.

Remember that Big Show was punted last night. The giant tries to tag
Orton and the doctor comes in to check on him. Big Show says he’s ok so
Orton takes him down with a DDT. Another punt is countered by a spear and
there’s the hot tag to Cena. House is cleaned, armbreaker is countered,
Del Rio is tapping at 15:33.

Rating: D+. This was all about Big Show, which is dumb given the match
that’s coming. We needed a big showdown here between Cena and Orton and
we got a chinlock instead. The match was nothing to see of note but Big
Show’s injury could be interesting going forward. I can’t imagine sitting
through Big Show vs. Del Rio though. That just sounds dreadful.

Post match Cena beats up Del Rio a bit more but Orton lays him out with
the title. Orton poses with both belts to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This is one of those shows where what was good was
good but what was bad was bad. They felt like they were really rushing
through this show though, packing in as much stuff as they could into
three hours. I’m not a fan of having another PPV in three weeks but I
have a hard time the title is going to be unified at TLC three weeks
after the story is set up. That’s fast even for WWE standards. The
Strahan stuff could have been MUCH worse but it wasn’t anything of note
at all. If you cut out the boring stuff on this, it’s a good show but as
it is, it’s just passable.

Results

Shield b. Rey Mysterio/Cody Rhodes/Goldust – Bulldog driver to Rhodes

Mark Henry/Big E. Langston b. Curtis Axel/Ryback – World’s Strongest Slam
to Axel



Total Divas b. Team AJ – Torture Rack backbreaker to Summer Rae

Damien Sandow b. Dolph Ziggler – You’re Welcome onto a trashcan

CM Punk/Daniel Bryan vs. Wyatt Family went to a double disqualification
when everyone brawled in the ring

Xavier Woods b. Heath Slater – Lost in the Woods

John Cena/Big Show b. Alberto Del Rio/Randy Orton – STF to Del Rio

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of In Your House at Amazon for just $4
at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Monday Night Raw – November
18, 2013: The Raw Special
Monday  Night Raw
Date: November 18, 2013
Location: Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: Jerry Lawler, John Bradshaw Layfield, Michael Cole

Tonight Raw goes country because WWE hates me. The only things we’ve been
told about for tonight is the band Florida Georgia Line performing and
likely being confronted by 3MB. Other than that we might get a
confrontation between Oakland A’s pitcher Jason Reddick and Daniel Bryan
because they’ve been having a Twitter feud. This is what life is like on
the go home show for Survivor Series in 2013. Let’s get to it.
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The opening video recaps last week’s struggle to fill in the power vacuum
left due to the Authority being on vacation.

Langston vs. Axel for the Intercontinental Title tonight.

Here’s the Authority to open the show. HHH talks about how things went
nuts in the absence of true authority and no one likes chaos. Those who
caused things to fall apart last week, such as Brad Maddox and Vickie
Guerrero, will be dealt with tonight. This brings out a ticked off Randy
Orton who says that the Authority is to blame for a lot of the troubles
around here.

They’re the ones that gave Big Show a title match he didn’t deserve and
thinks he can’t beat Big Show on his own this Sunday on his own. HHH gets
in his face but Stephanie plays peacekeeper. Brad and Vickie interrupt
with Vickie saying excuse me in a very timid voice. Brad apologizes but
insists it was all Vickie’s fault because that’s the kind of guy he is.
Stephanie doesn’t want to hear this and makes individual matches for the
GM’s. Vickie gets AJ and Brad gets Randy Orton. The latter of those two
is right now. HHH makes it No DQ because he can. Maddox tries to leave
but Kane stops him.

Randy Orton vs. Brad Maddox

No DQ. Brad bails to the floor then does it again when Orton goes for
him. Maddox gets on a mic and says Orton doesn’t want to do this but gets
caught running away again. Orton tries to get him into the ring but Brad
hits him with the microphone before sending him into the post. A DDT gets
two in the ring and Orton is MAD. He throws Brad over the top rope and
then over the announce table. Maddox is sent into the steps and loses his
shirt before Orton posts him. The Elevated DDT on the floor knocks Maddox
out cold. Back in and Orton hits him about 25 times in the head with the
microphone until the referee stops it 3:50.

Rating: N/A. This was a glorified segment rather than a match so I’m not



going to bother rating it. They’re going to turn Maddox face at this rate
which isn’t a bad idea for the most part. They need someone with
authority to stand up to the Authority, even though the Authority would
likely just strip him of his job. The fans seem to be into Maddox too,
which likely isn’t a good sign for him.

Maddox was take out on a stretcher during the break. As he’s being put in
the ambulance, Vickie looks terrified.

Intercontinental Title: Big E. Langston vs. Curtis Axel

They treat this as a big deal with full entrances and the big match
intros. Axel, the champion, is officially no longer a Paul Heyman guy.
Langston easily takes him to the mat but gets elbowed in the face to give
Axel a breather. Big E. easily tosses Axel around and sends him to the
floor to start a chase. Back in and Langston clotheslines him down like
it’s nothing as this is one sided so far.

A standing backdrop gets two on the champion but he hits a quick hot shot
to get a breather. Axel pounds on his back a bit and we take a break.
Back with Axel getting two off a dropkick and hooking a front facelock.
Langston finally gets up and just throws Curtis off of him before scoring
with some clotheslines. A belly to belly puts Axel down and there’s the
Warrior Splash for two. The straps come down and the Big Ending gives
Langston the title at 8:50.

Rating: C-. This wasn’t bad but it does beg the question: if they want to
make Langston into a big deal, why in the world would you job him clean
to Del Rio last week in four minutes? Either way, it was definitely the
right idea to switch the belt here as Axel is long past the point of
mattering. A gimmick change could help him a lot at the moment because
the potential is definitely there.

Orton, in a jacket of all things, is with Shield in the back. He tells
them that they’ll have his back because that’s what the Authority wants.



Reigns is cool with that, as long as Orton has their back as well. Orton
doesn’t say yes.

Time for our first country music bit: Divas musical chairs. The song is
by Florida Georgia Line and played over the PA system. The girls don’t
circle the chairs and it’s Natalya out first. Alicia goes next and a
brawl is about to break out. JBL: “This is the dumbest thing I’ve ever
seen.” Thankfully it only lasts about two rounds until the fight breaks
out. Cole: “Musical chairs has broken down.” JBL: “It always does.” The
Total Divas actually clear the ring, likely setting up another Survivor
Series match.

Big Show vs. Ryback

They shove each other around to start with Big Show throwing Ryback into
the corner for some right hands and a headbutt. A hard chop and a
shoulder puts Ryback on the floor for a nine count as things slow down.
Back in and Ryback pounds away before taking out the knee. Some forearms
to the back and a leg drop get two and we hit the front facelock followed
by a chinlock.

The hold stays on for a good while as Ryback calls a lot of spots. Show
finally suplexes his way out before scoring with some clotheslines.
Ryback comes back with a very nice spinebuster (all things considered)
for two but the Meathook is countered into a chokeslam attempt. Ryback
kicks out of it and hits the Meathook before actually hitting Shell Shock
on Big Show for two. Ryback tries it again but Big Show shoves him away
and hits the WMD for the pin at 7:57.

Rating: C. This is a good example of WWE not thinking more than a week in
advance. Ryback hitting Shell Shock on Big Show was rumored to be a major
spot at Wrestlemania, but here it’s used as a near fall in a warmup match
on a gimmick Raw show. Why in the world would you use it here instead of
using it to make Ryback look like a big deal? Oh wait: it’s time for Big
Show’s latest push that no one cares about. How could I forget?



Post match Orton tries to sneak in but gets speared down.

Zack Ryder is with Florida Georgia Line when 3MB comes in dressed as
cowboys. They’re the Rhinestone Cowboys this week and nothing funny
occurs.

Orton is having his ribs taped up.

The Miz/Kofi Kingston vs. Real Americans

Real Americans vs. Goldust/Cody Rhodes for the tag titles on Friday. Miz
gets caught in a quick wristlock by Cesaro before hitting the corner
clothesline and the top rope ax handle for two. Cesaro catches him in a
tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for no cover before sending Miz to the floor and
tagging in Swagger. Jack sends him into the corner for the Vader Bomb
followed by the Cesaro double stomp for two.

Off to a quick arm hold, only to have Miz fight up and make the hot tag
off to Kofi. House is quickly cleaned with all of Kofi’s jumps and dives,
only to be caught in a powerslam for two by Swagger. Kingston spins
around Jack’s clothesline into a DDT before going over to Miz for the
tag…..but Miz turns on him, allowing Swagger to hook the Patriot Lock for
the win at 4:45.

Rating: C-. The match was obvious as soon as they announced the title
match on Friday. Miz turning heel is the right move as his face turn just
wasn’t working at all. The guy is just a natural heel and wasn’t doing
anything as a good guy. If nothing else maybe he’ll stop using the stupid
Figure Four which doesn’t work at all for him.

Vickie pretends to have been attacked to get out of her match with AJ.

Stephanie doesn’t buy the injury despite Vickie being loaded onto a
stretcher. Could it be because Vickie looked right at the camera before



pretending to pass out?

AJ Lee vs. Vickie Guerrero

Vickie is wheeled to the arena, screaming that this can’t happen. I have
no idea who the face is supposed to be in this thing but I’m sure I just
don’t get what’s going on. Vickie “passes out” again and asks for some
water before the bell. She tries to run again and actually gets by Tamina
but AJ chases her down. Back in and the Black Widow (the only move of the
match) gets the submission at 1:28.

Vickie faints again post match.

There will indeed be a fourteen Diva Survivor Series match on Sunday with
the Total Divas against everyone else.

HHH makes a Broadway Brawl between Ziggler and Sandow for tonight. What
does that mean? HHH: “I don’t even know.”

Dolph Ziggler vs. Damien Sandow

There are a bunch of musical instruments in the ring, mainly string
stuff. Sandow throws him to the floor but misses a shot with an electric
guitar. Ziggler dives off the steps to take him down as the announcers
reference musical acts from the 70s and earlier. Back in and Damien
pounds away before getting caught by a nice dropkick to send him back
outside. Ziggler goes up top but dives into a shot from an organ to the
ribs as we take a break.

Back with Sandow stomping away on Ziggler in the corner as Cole talks
about Lawler meeting Ronnie Milsap. Ziggler comes back but misses a
fiddle shot, allowing Sandow to hit him with a guitar for two. Dolph hits
a DDT and breaks the fiddle over Sandow’s head before the Fameasser gets
two. Sandow goes nuts again and launches Ziggler into the corner before



ramming Dolph head first into a chair in the corner for a close two.

Ziggler gets thrown into the drums and hit with a guitar for two. Sandow
misses a charge into the post and Ziggler rolls him up for two. A snare
drum over Damien’s head and a bass drum does the same, basically tying
Sandow up. Ziggler grabs the only remaining guitar, struts over, and
blasts Sandow in the head for the pin at 10:17.

Rating: D. Was this supposed to be funny? That’s a genuine question. The
announcers were treating it like a comedy match but apparently these two
don’t like each other. I say apparently because I don’t remember them
having any altercations in recent history, unless I’m forgetting some
throwaway segment on Smackdown somewhere. The match was dumb as are most
gimmick matches though. We’re also supposed to ignore Sandow’s shoulders
being inside the drum and not on the mat.

We look at the opening of Raw and Big Show spearing Orton down again.

Orton goes into the Authority’s office and asks where Shield was earlier.
He wants to know if he has the Authority’s confidence but Stephanie says
they have to think about it.

Cena talks to Florida Georgia Line.

Here’s Cena with his arm in a sling again, saying he’s had to watch what
Del Rio did to his arm on Smackdown every day since it happened. We get a
clip of Cena winning the arm wrestling contest, only to have Del Rio put
him through a table and lock on the armbreaker in a chair again. Cena
says he came back for the fans but thinks maybe he came back too soon and
shouldn’t be World Heavyweight Champion. Then he looks around and feels
the atmosphere which makes him know he should be champion.

A champion is made of things like determination and toughness instead of
cheap shots like Del Rio. Cena says Del Rio doesn’t know what he’s



getting into on Sunday and he’ll walk out with the title. This brings out
Del Rio who says we have a real superhero in the house. Cena almost made
him cry, which Cena says is good because on Sunday he’ll make Del Rio
tap.

Del Rio asks Cena to lift up the title with the arm in a sling which Cena
can’t do. Alberto gets in the ring while talking about taking advantages
of every opportunity. Cena says that’s what champions do and pounds on
Alberto before trying the AA, only to have Del Rio escape to the floor.

Rhinestone Cowboys vs. R-Truth/Xavier Woods

3MB remember and it’s Slater on the floor this time. Woods is the former
Consequences Creed in TNA and has been in NXT for a good while now. Truth
starts with Jinder and we get some hip gyrations. Off to Woods for a
dropkick to Mahal followed by a headscissors. McIntyre gets a blind tag
but gets caught by a forearm to the face. Woods tries to fight both of
them off and gets kicked in the face by Drew to take over.

Woods escapes a slam attempt and tags in Truth who catches Drew with a
jumping kick to the head. The sitout front suplex takes McIntyre down
again and the suplex into a Stunner sets up the tag to Woods. The Honor
Roll (front flip clothesline) sets up the Best in the Woods (Eat Defeat
though it’s called Lost in the Woods in NXT) for the pin on McIntyre at
3:15.

Rating: C. This was fine. I kind of like the idea of having Woods just
show up in a match instead of some big buildup. I’m not the biggest fan
of Xavier but he looked good in the ring and is a good asset to the
company since he’s already got a masters degree and is going for his
PH.D.

The winners dance post match.



The Authority says they have confidence in Orton but he has no Shield to
help him on Sunday. When he wins, he’ll prove to everyone that he’s the
face of the WWE. Orton promises to show them confidence.

Florida Georgia Line performs Round Here, the theme song of tonight’s
show.

Shield/Wyatt Family vs. Daniel Bryan/CM Punk/Cody Rhodes/Goldust/Usos

There’s a lot of time for this. Jimmy Uso starts against Dean Ambrose
with Dean taking him down with a shoulder, only to be clotheslined right
back. Off to Jey vs. Reigns with Jey suckering him into the good guy
corner where the tag champions work on Roman’s arms. It’s Goldust staying
in to backdrop the now legal Rollins before hitting a quick uppercut and
atomic drop. A kick to the side of Seth’s head gets two and it’s off to
Jey, who charges into an elbow in the corner.

Rollins sends him to the floor but Harper tags himself in to get a piece.
The two three man teams argue on the floor as we take a break. Back with
Goldust working on Seth’s arm before bringing his brother back in for
some right hands. Seth sends Cody into the buckle and the heels take
over. Reigns comes in to pound Cody down before it’s back to Seth. Shield
is intentionally not tagging in the Wyatts.

Ambrose comes in and pounds away in the corner before clotheslining Cody
down for two. Rollins comes back in but has to stop Cody from making a
hot tag. Shield finally brings in Rollins who gets taken down by Cody,
allowing the hot tag to Bryan. It’s kicks a go-go with Bryan taking down
everyone in sight. Harper is sent to the corner but Bryan has to go after
Rollins, taking him down with a release German suplex instead of going
after Luke. Bryan finally goes after the monster but gets caught in a
running sitout powerbomb out of the corner.

The tag brings in Bray Wyatt for some hard elbow drops to Bryan. Bray
looks over at Shield and asks if he can trust them before tagging in



Reigns. Shield takes their turns beating on Bryan with Ambrose coming in
for a modified STF. Bryan gets out and clotheslines Ambrose down but all
five of Dean’s partners knock Bryan’s partners off the country as we take
another break.

Back with Reigns pounding away on Bryan but getting caught in a DDT. The
fans beg him to make the tag and get their wish as Punk comes in for the
first time to clean whatever is still dirty in the house. He takes out
every heel in sight, including Rollins and Ambrose with a DDT and
neckbreaker at the same time. Punk hits the Macho Elbow on Ambrose but
Bray distracts him from hitting the GTS.

Instead Punk slaps the Anaconda Vice on Dean, allowing the Family to
break it up. Everything breaks down with the Usos hitting their stereo
dives on the Family and Ambrose escaping the GTS into the bulldog driver
for two. We hit the parade of finishers which goes too fast to keep up
with. Punk and Bryan hit a Hart Attack on Rollins because they’re old
school like that. The GTS to Ambrose is good for the pin at 24:04.

Rating: C+. This was more long than it was good but the ending sequence
was awesome, as almost all parades of finishers are. Again though, why
does Ambrose have to take the pin? There are five other guys out there
but the only champion on the team has to get pinned? Really? Still
though, good stuff.

Post match the Real Americans and other heels come in for the beatdown
but REY MYSTERIO returns for the save, apparently as the fifth man on the
team at Survivor Series.

Overall Rating: C-. I’m thinking about officially naming this kind of
show the Raw Special: it would have been a solid two hour show but the
third hour dragged it back to earth. There was some interesting stuff on
here like Langston winning the title and Miz turning heel like he should
have been all along, but then there’s the other half. Some of the stuff
on here was horrid, such as the Cena/Del Rio promo, the AJ vs. Vickie



“match” and Ziggler vs. Sandow. At least we fleshed out some of the
Survivor Series card, but that doesn’t make this any kind of a good go
home show.

Results

Randy Orton b. Brad Maddox via referee stoppage

Big E. Langston b. Curtis Axel – Big Ending

Big Show b. Ryback – WMD

Real Americans b. The Miz/Kofi Kingston – Patriot Lock to Kingston

AJ Lee b. Vickie Guerrero – Black Widow

Dolph Ziggler b. Damien Sandow – Guitar shot to the head

R-Truth/Xavier Woods b. Rhinestone Cowboys – Best in the Woods to
McIntyre

CM Punk/Daniel Bryan/Usos/Cody Rhodes/Goldust b. Shield/Wyatt Family –
GTS to Ambrose

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



Ever Wanted To Know How The
Hierarchy In WWE Works?
http://www.wwe.com/f/doc/2012/11/20121102_642xvariable_highera
rchy_AM.pdf

 

If the main shows were this entertaining, I’d have a lot less
to say in the reviews.  And since this is WWE.com, it’s
canonical, meaning I can point to this if I want to complain
about bosses.
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