
Smackdown  –  November  10,
2023: The Last Minute Rush
Smackdown
Date: November 10, 2023
Location: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio
Commentators: Kevin Owens, Michael Cole, Kevin Patrick

Crown Jewel is out of the way and that means it is time to get
closer  to  Survivor  Series.  That  could  make  for  some
interesting  situations  around  here,  as  we  already  have  a
WarGames match set on Raw. I’m not sure what they have around
here for a Smackdown version, though Damage CTRL vs. etc. is
an option. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Kevin Owens is brought out as the guest commentator since
Corey Graves is at home with his new baby. That old excuse?

Here is the LWO (Owens is a fan) to get things going. Rey
Mysterio talks about losing his US Title at Crown Jewel, but
the reality is that Logan Paul stole it. Paul needed brass
knuckles to win the title, but here is Carlito to interrupt.
He wants to talk about Crown Jewel, where Santos Escobar left
the knuckles on the apron. The argument is on and Escobar
walks out, much to Rey’s chagrin.

Bobby Lashley vs. Carlito

The Street Profits and the LWO are at ringside. Lashley runs
him over to start and hammers away in the corner as B-Fab is
watching  backstage.  The  Hurt  Lock  is  countered  with  a
jawbreaker and Carlito manages a suplex. They head outside
where Lashley gets in a posting and we take a break. Back with
B-Fab still watching as Ashante Thee Adonis comes up to ask
what she’s doing before they leave together. Carlito fights
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back and the seconds get in a fight outside. Montez Ford gets
in a cheap shot to Carlito though and Lashley hits the spear
for the pin at 9:28.

Rating: C+. This feels like it was more about the pre-match
deal with Escobar than anything here. That being said, despite
Carlito’s recent return, he wasn’t in Lashley’s league on his
best day so this was the right way to go. Lashley feels like
he could be an easy step away from the main event scene again,
so beating Carlito, even with an assist, makes sense.

Post match Santos Escobar doesn’t get in to help but Rey
Mysterio runs in with a chair for the save. Rey yells at
Escobar and checks on Carlito….and Escobar jumps Rey from
behind. Escobar gets knocked to the apron but he crushes Rey’s
leg in the steps.

Post break Escobar is leaving and says Rey had it coming.

Kevin Owens says he’s turned on a lot of people, but even he
wouldn’t turn on Rey Mysterio.

We look at Iyo Sky defeating Bianca Belair to retain the
Smackdown Women’s Title at Crown Jewel with an assist from the
returning Kairi Sane.

Here is Bayley for a chat. She has had a lot of success since
Damage CTRL started and we hear about everything Iyo Sky has
done.  Then  Kairi  Sane  returned  and  Bayley  would  like  an
explanation. Cue the rest of Damage CTRL, plus Sane. Sky said
she had her own plan and it involve Sane helping her keep the
title. Bayley brings up her knocking Sane out of WWE back in
2020 (and we get a clip).

Dakota Kai says Sane makes the team stronger and they’re just
trying  to  take  some  weight  off  of  Bayley.  Sane  says  she
respects Bayley as the leader of Damage CTRL. We get the
tentative hug but here is Bianca Belair to interrupt. Damage
CTRL points out the numbers game so here is Charlotte…..and



Asuka. Apparently tonight it’s a six woman tag.

Video on Dragon Lee.

Dragon Lee vs. Cedric Alexander

Joined in progress with both of them running the ropes until
Alexander dropkicks him to the floor. Back in and Alexander
snaps off a tornado DDT, setting up the running kick to the
back of the head. Lee is back with a dropkick to the floor for
a  running  flip  dive,  followed  by  a  sitout  powerbomb  back
inside. Alexander sends him hard into the corner and they slug
it out. Lee hits a basement superkick but charges into a
running Spanish Fly. One heck of a Michinoku Driver gets two
on  Lee  but  the  Lumbar  Check  is  blocked.  Destino  finishes
Alexander at 5:51.

Rating: B-. This is a good example of a match where you knew
exactly what you were going to get as soon as the match was
announced. They were able to go out and fly all over the place
for  about  six  minutes  and  that  made  for  an  entertaining
spectacle. Alexander might not be doing anything important at
the moment but he can still turn it on when he gets in the
ring.

We look at Logan Paul winning the US Title at Crown Jewel.

Here is LA Knight for a chat before his match. Knight says
Crown Jewel didn’t go as he planned and he could come out here
and say things didn’t go as planned. The fans still seem to
like him, so Knight talks about coming within an inch of
winning the title. But then Jimmy Uso got involved and Knight
was robbed. Roman Reigns needs to give Jimmy a raise but
Knight isn’t done with the Bloodline until he wins the WWE
Title.

Cue Grayson Waller (Knight’s scheduled opponent) to say Knight
is blaming everyone but himself. Maybe Knight just isn’t the
guy. Knight calls Waller a jackass and says the Grayson Waller



Effect sounds like an STD. Waller doesn’t like being accused
of being in his mother’s basement and the fight is on, with
Waller taking some water to the face.

LA Knight vs. Grayson Waller

Knight clotheslines him down to start and cranks on the arm,
with Waller bailing out to the floor. A slingshot shoulder
hits Waller as this is one sided so far. Knight’s swinging
neckbreaker seems to wake Waller up a bit as he hits Knight in
the face. That doesn’t seem to bother Knight, who backdrops
him to the floor, setting up the rams into the announcers’
table. Waller manages to send him into the steps and hit a
hard clothesline though and we take a break.

Back with Waller stomping on the back and grabbing a half
crab. With that broken up, the rope walk elbow gives Waller
two. Knight avoids another elbow though and snaps off some
alternating jabs. A DDT gives Knight two and the LA Elbow into
the BFT finishes Waller off at 11:24.

Rating: C+. That’s all it needed to be as Knight needed a nice
win to give him a boost after last week’s loss. Knight lost
the biggest match of his career but he is already at least
somewhat back on track. Waller is the definition of someone
who can be built back up with a few annoying chats.

Owens gives us a slow motion video looking at his punch to
Grayson Waller and Austin Theory two weeks ago. Telestrating
is included.

Classic Smackdown moment: John Cena debuts and gives Kurt
Angle a run for his money.

We  look  at  Solo  Sikoa  laying  out  John  Cena  and  possibly
knocking him into retirement.

Owens shows us the punch again….so here are Austin Theory and
Grayson Waller in person. They throw an empty water bottle at



Kevin Patrick, so Owens says he’s about to get suspended (the
penalty for getting physical tonight) and goes after them for
the brawl.

Jimmy Uso is ready for LA Knight next week. He calls Roman
Reigns, who makes him be a bit more serious.

Damage CTRL vs. Bianca Belair/Asuka/Charlotte

Belair slams Bayley down to start and the villains are sent to
the floor in a heap. Charlotte boots Bayley outside as well
and we take a break. Back with Charlotte sending Bayley flying
with a fall away slam so it’s off to Sane. Belair comes in
with a delayed vertical suplex but Sane gets in a shot to the
face.

Some double teaming drops Belair on the apron for two and the
beating ensues. Belair fights out of the corner but Sane pulls
Charlotte to the floor. A shot to Bayley lets Belair get over
for the tag….but Asuka pulls away and mists Belair. Asuka and
Sane hug, with Bayley and Sky joining in. Charlotte breaks it
up and the big beatdown is good for the DQ at 7:31.

Rating: C+. In a way, this felt like a way to turn this into a
WarGames match, but they don’t have a ton of time left to make
that happen. With only two shows left before Survivor Series,
we have two weeks to find Damage CTRL a fourth opponent and
announce the match. That could still be done, but that isn’t
exactly leaving them a ton of time.

Post match the beating is on, with Shotzi’s save attempt not
working well. Belair is back up but the beatdown is on, with
the Insane Elbow leaving Shotzi laying. The villains pose to
end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a pretty by the book show and
that isn’t a bad thing. On one hand, they seemed to set some
stages for Survivor Series, but at the same time, it needed to
be the kind of show that got things ready rather than getting



ready to set things up later. What we got wasn’t bad, but I
was expecting a little big more with the show less than three
weeks away. Good enough show, even it might not have been the
right kind.

Results
Bobby Lashley b. Carlito – Spear
Dragon Lee b. Cedric Alexander – Destino
LA Knight b. Grayson Waller – BFT
Charlotte/Asuka/Bianca  Belair  b.  Damage  CTRL  via  DQ  when
Damage CTRL attacked Charlotte
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Location: Fiserv Forum, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Commentators: Michael Cole, Kevin Patrick, Corey Graves

We’re taped this week as the roster is in Saudi Arabia for
tomorrow’s Crown Jewel. That might make things a little lower
energy for everything that they’re doing, though we should be
in for some good stuff. Logan Paul and Rey Mysterio are set
for a weigh-in of all things before their US Title match
tomorrow. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of the Bloodline having issues with LA
Knight last week.

Here is Knight to get things going. Knight talks about how
impressive it is for Roman Reigns to be Universal Champion for
nearly 1,200 days but what is even more impressive is how fast
that kind of a reign can end. Tomorrow is going to be a BFT to
Reigns….who  cuts  Knight  off  (along  with  Paul  Heyman  of
course). Reigns even turns his back on Knight on his way into
the ring for a nice bonus.

Reigns  says  that  he  won’t  tell  this  irrelevant  town  to
acknowledge  him  because  they  already  know.  Instead,  he
introduces  himself  to  Knight  and  includes  a  variety  of
monikers. He took his time off and is surprised that Knight
stood up, but Knight deserves the credit for getting this far.
The fans chant for Knight but Reigns says that ends after
tonight.

Reigns  has  turned  this  place  into  a  multi-billion  dollar
industry while Knight is a redneck version of Reigns’ cousin.
Knight will be the next one but he won’t be the last one. That
sends Knight into a rant about how he’s not just starting and
Reigns  better  finish  him,  or  the  only  bloodline  will  be
running between Reigns’ eyes. Knight had that fire to him here
and while I can’t imagine him winning, he’s come a LONG way
during this feud.
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Kevin Owens vs. Austin Theory

Grayson Waller is on commentary after Owens punched both he
and Theory last week. In the back, Theory talks about how much
better his face is than Owens’ and says after tonight, Owens
won’t have to wear a mask for Halloween. I’m thinking Theory
forgot this was a taped show. Anyway Owens drives him into the
corner to start but the threat of a right hand sends Theory
outside for a breather.

Back in and Theory knocks him down before raining down left
hands in the corner. Owens’ running clothesline sends Theory
outside and another clothesline drops him again. We take a
break and come back with Theory snapping Owens’ throat across
the top for two. A suplex lets Theory stomp away in the corner
but Owens suplexes his way to freedom. The pop up powerbomb
into the Stunner finishes for Owens at 7:19.

Rating: C+. This feels like Owens’ “welcome to Smackdown” feud
and odds are he’ll get to beat up Waller next week to complete
the set. The match was a perfectly fine TV match, even though
Owens never really felt like he was in danger. At the same
time, Theory’s long all continues and hopefully he can shake
it off and find something new to do.

Bianca Belair is ready to finish her history with Bayley, only
to have Bayley run in for the brawl.

Logan Paul runs into the Street Profits and Bobby Lashley, who
seem to be fans. With Paul gone, B Fab of all people comes in
to talk to Lashley, who goes along.

Piper Niven/Chelsea Green vs. Shotzi/???

Non-title  and  the  result  of  Green  and  Niven  issuing  a
challenge because Shotzi doesn’t have a friend. Shotzi does
have a friend though and it’s…Charlotte. Niven runs Shotzi
over  to  start  as  Alba  Fyre  and  Isla  Dawn  are  watching
backstage. Green stomps away in the corner but Shotzi rolls



over and brings in Charlotte for the house cleaning. Niven
blocks a rollup and brings Green in, only to have Charlotte
hit a big boot for the pin at 2:54. So Charlotte is thrown
into a tag team and beats the champs clean in less than three
minutes. Of course.

We look at John Cena vs. Solo Sikoa being set up last week.

Here are Sikoa and Paul Heyman for a chat. Heyman is wondering
how many realize that this is it for Cena. What did Cena
expect when he started messing with the Bloodline? Sikoa asks
why Heyman is wasting his breath talking to them when the two
of them are here to talk to Cena.

Cue Cena, with Sikoa saying he wishes they could fight sooner,
because Cena won’t be able to after tomorrow. Cena (sounding
like his voice is about to give out) asks if that’s all Sikoa
has to say. We all know that Sikoa only has a job because of
his cousin, so tape your thumb extra tight tomorrow, because
it’ll be stuck, uh, elsewhere. Cena’s voice was mostly gone
here and even he acknowledged that there wasn’t much to say.

Damage CTRL is ready to take out Bianca Belair tonight, but
Nick Aldis comes in to say the rest of the team is banned from
ringside as only Bayley can be out there.

Pretty Deadly vs. Brawling Brutes

Good Old Fashioned Donnybrook match, meaning another themed
brawl. The Brutes interrupt the slow motion entrance and we
start fast with the forearms to the chest. It’s already time
for the Shillelaghs to put Pretty Deadly down, followed by
Prince’s hand being raked over a bar. Somehow Prince fights
off the possible splinter injury and some double teaming puts
Holland down.

Back in and Butch sends them outside, setting up the big
moonsault to the floor. We take a break and come back with
Holland grabbing a Boston crab on Wilson. Butch ankle locks



Prince at the same time but that’s broken up as well. Holland
grabs a Boston crab on Wilson, with Prince using a bar stool
for the save.

Everything breaks down again and Butch snaps Wilson’s fingers
but Prince makes the save. Holland powerbombs Prince through a
table at ringside and brings in another table. Some double
teaming  puts  Holland  down  on  the  floor  though  and  Wilson
breaks a bottle over Butch’s head. A middle rope Spilled Milk
through a table finishes Butch at 12:22.

Rating: C+. It was another good enough match as Pretty Deadly
continues their dominance of the Brutes. That being said, I’m
a bit over these themed brawls. They have some good visuals
with the unique weapons, but it feels like we see one of them
every few weeks on one show or the other.

We look back at the opening Reigns/Knight exchange.

Paul Heyman tells Nick Aldis to have medics on hand tomorrow,
because this is going to be a savage Reigns like you’ve never
seen before. Heyman’s “I’ve been around a lot of Samoans” line
was great.

We go to the weigh-in between Logan Paul and Rey Mysterio.
Paul weighs 213lbs and Mysterio weights 175lbs and they have
the trash talking standoff. Mysterio slaps him and a pull
apart brawl is on. Nick Aldis being taller than both of them
is kind of an odd visual. They didn’t have much to say here,
but treating it like one of Paul’s boxing matches makes sense.

Crown Jewel rundown.

Bayley vs. Bianca Belair

Damage CTRL is barred from ringside. Bayley jumps her to start
but Belair hits a hard shoulder to the ribs in the corner. A
suplex plants Bayley and a handspring moonsault gets two. Some
hard slams put Bayley down a few more times but she’s back up



with a cheap shot and we take a break.

Back with Bayley sending her to the floor for an apron elbow.
The chinlock slows things down a bit but Belair powers up and
hits some running shoulders. Right hands in the corner and a
spinebuster get two on Bayley, followed by a superplex for a
delayed two. Bayley gets creative by using the hair to pull
Belair into the post and a top rope elbow gives Bayley a few
near falls. They go to the apron where Bayley misses a charge
into the post, allowing Belair to hit a slingshot dive. Back
in and the KOD is blocked so Belair whips her with the hair,
meaning the KOD fan finish Bayley at 13:21.

Rating: B-. Bayley’s semi-downward spiral continues and there
isn’t much for her to do at the moment. This was Bayley
serving as a stepping stone for Belair before her title shot
tomorrow, as well as Belair getting some momentum back after
her hiatus. The match was good enough, but it really didn’t
feel like a main event.

Post match Belair KOD’s Bayley through the announcers’ table
to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The show was ok but it definitely felt
like a show that was tacked together with stuff that wasn’t
important enough for last week. The Reigns/Knight segment was
good and there were some other nice pieces throughout the
night but it was a show that you would be better off recapping
later. Crown Jewel is what matters though and if that show is
good, this show being pretty weak will be forgotten.

Results
Kevin Owens b. Austin Theory – Stunner
Charlotte/Shotzi b. Piper Niven/Chelsea Green – Big boot to
Green
Pretty Deadly b. Brawling Brutes – Middle rope Spilled Milk
through a table to Butch
Bianca Belair b. Bayley – KOD
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Smackdown  –  September  29,
2023: Make Me Want To Go To
Fastlane. I Already Am, But
Make Me Want To.
Smackdown
Date: September 29, 2023
Location: Golden 1 Center, Sacramento, California
Commentators: Michael Cole, Kevin Patrick, Corey Graves

We’re just over a week away from Fastlane and John Cena is
going to need some help dealing with the Bloodline. Cena was
laid out to end last week’s show and is currently heading into
a handicap match next week. Other than that, it would be nice
to get something else added to the card, as there are two
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matches set with eight days to go. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is the Bloodline to get things going. Paul Heyman, who
insists that his name is NOT boo, says he gets to do something
in  person  for  a  change.  He  acknowledges  his  Tribal  Chief
(naturally not here) and of course so does everyone here. Last
week, the SECOND greatest of all time, John Cena, took one of
the worst beatings he’s taken in ten years. We see a clip
(which Heyman calls the Bloodline’s version of the Zapruder
Film) from last week of Cena signing to face the Bloodline but
his  partner  AJ  Styles  was  taken  out  beforehand.  Cena  got
beaten down by both of them to end the show, meaning Cena is
in even more trouble.

Back  in  the  arena,  Heyman  says  that  Cena  is  having
transportation issues here and he’s not here yet. Jimmy Uso
accuses Cena of being scared to show up, with a threat to take
Cena out if he makes it to the arena. Cue Karl Anderson to
clear the ring and say he wants either of them right now.
Heyman whispers something to Solo Sikoa, who tells Jimmy to
handle this before Sikoa does it himself.

Karl Anderson vs. Jimmy Uso

Joined in progress with Anderson stomping away and snapping
off the spinebuster for two. Jimmy comes back with a rake to
the  eyes  and  the  superkick  connects.  The  Superfly  Splash
finishes Anderson at 2:16 shown.

Post match Anderson goes after Uso again but Solo Sikoa Spikes
him down. As the Bloodline leaves, Michin runs in and slaps
Uso on her way to check on Anderson.

Santos Escobar says he’s staying focused on Rey Mysterio and
the US Title but he’s very nervous. Tonight, Rey is in for the
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biggest fight of his life.

The Bloodline is livid backstage, with Paul Heyman calling
Roman Reigns.

It’s time for the Grayson Waller Effect, with Waller bringing
out Bobby Lashley. Waller brings up Lashley not being happy
with what the Street Profits have been doing lately, with
Lashley saying he made a bad decision. Waller thinks he and
Austin Theory would have been a better choice for such a team
but Lashley is going to pass on that one. Cue the Street
Profits, with Lashley telling them to prove it. The three of
them go to leave so Waller calls out Austin Theory (who has a
staredown with Lashley on the way to the ring).

Video on Dragon Lee, who is in the crowd.

Cameron Grimes vs. Austin Theory

No entrance for Grimes, which probably explains why I can
barely remember he’s on the roster most of the time. Grimes
strikes away to start and hits a running basement dropkick for
two. Theory knocks him down but Grimes is right back up with a
kick to the head in the corner. The high crossbody gives
Grimes two and a bridging German suplex gets the same. Grimes
sends him outside but a Grayson Waller distraction lets Theory
post him. Back in and the rolling dropkick sets up A Town Down
for the pin on Grimes at 3:03.

Rating: C. This was about what you would have expected as
Grimes has gone from a promising star to one of the resident
jobbers to the stars. Theory and Waller are being built up
into a thing and the wins help with that, but it would be nice
to see Grimes getting to do something. Or for Waller and
Theory to have someone big to face.

Post match Theory goes over and shoves Dragon Lee.

Rey Mysterio is ready to bring it against Santos Escobar.



In the back, the Bloodline wrecks Ashante Thee Adonis as B Fab
panics.

US Title: Rey Mysterio vs. Santos Escobar

Mysterio is defending and hugs Dragon Lee (as does Escobar).
We get the Big Match Intros and Zelina Vega is here to cheer
for both of them. Escobar takes him to the mat to start as
they’re in an early grappling exchange. Mysterio gets sent to
the apron so Escobar kicks him in the head, setting up a
slingshot dive to the floor.

We take a break and come back with Escobar hitting a dropkick
to stagger Rey again. Rey is able to send him outside though
and a dive connects, followed by a top rope seated senton back
inside. Escobar gets in a shot of his own though as we see the
Bloodline wrecking more people backstage. Rey loads up the 619
but Escobar cuts him off with a heck of a superkick.

That’s enough to knock Rey outside and the big suicide dive
drops him again. A moonsault off the barricade hits Mysterio
again, followed by some running knees in the corner. Rey gets
sat up top for a kick to the head, setting up the super
hurricanrana. We take another break and come back with Escobar
grabbing a Gory Stretch. With that broken up, Escobar misses a
high crossbody but grabs a kneeling backbreaker for two.

Rey’s hurricanrana is countered but Rey counters the counter
into a sunset flip for two of his own. They go up top with Rey
having to elbow his way out of a super Phantom Driver. A super
anklescissors brings Escobar back down but the 619 is blocked
again. Another attempt connects but Escobar avoids a frog
splash. The Phantom Driver is loaded up, only to have Rey
reverse into a small package to retain at 20:21.

Rating: B. They kept this clean and let them do their thing
rather well, which shouldn’t be that much of a surprise. It
would be a surprise if this doesn’t lead to some kind of an
issue between the two of them though, as that would seem to be



in the cards somewhere. For now though, it continues to be
rather impressive that Mysterio can still have quality matches
at this stage in his career, as it’s not something you often
see.

Post match Rey holds out his hand but before Escobar can shake
it, the Street Profits jump them from behind. Cue a rather
happy looking Bobby Lashley. The rest of the LWO tries to come
in for the save but they get taken out as well. Dragon Lee is
held back from coming in and the beating continues.

Post break Escobar is livid at the Street Profits and Bobby
Lashley. The challenge is on for a six man at Fastlane.

We hear about Jade Cargill’s signing. That’s a heck of a big
starting point.

Video on Iyo Sky retaining the Women’s Title over Asuka last
week.

John Cena arrives and leaves his car in the middle of the
parking lot, contract in hand.

We look at Elton Prince continuing his physical therapy, with
raining in tags, eye poking and chair shots, only to almost
get run over when he is left to fall through traffic. And yes,
it ends with Pretty Deadly jumping into the air for a freeze
frame. As it should.

The Brawling Brutes aren’t happy.

Charlotte vs. Bayley

The  rest  of  Damage  CTRL  is  here  with  Bayley.  Note  that
Charlotte  has  been  standing  in  the  ring  through  Cena’s
arrival, a commercial, and the Pretty Deadly and Brawling
Brutes segments. Hold on again though as Charlotte asks what
happened to Bayley. She was one of the Horsewomen but now
she’s just a stepping stone. After Charlotte wins here, she’s
challenging Iyo Sky for the title at Fastlane.



They send each other into the corner to start, with Charlotte
hitting some chops. Bayley knocks her to the floor though and
we take a break. Back with Charlotte hitting a fall away slam
to send Bayley outside again. Another shot drops Bayley but
she catches Charlotte on top. The Sasha Banks double knees in
the corner for two, only to have Charlotte spear her down for
the pin at 7:34.

Rating: C+. Well that certainly was a Charlotte match, as she
got to look dominant over another star and then won clean out
of nowhere. Bayley looked completely secondary to her here and
that isn’t how someone with her success should be presented.
Charlotte is going to be pushed as a top star no matter what,
but she doesn’t have to crush everyone else.

Post  match  Damage  CTRL  surrounds  the  ring  to  go  after
Charlotte but Asuka runs in for the save. Asuka wants in on
the Women’s Title match at Fastlane.

Here is John Cena, complete with contract. Cena says he is
here to compete and holds up the contract, which is what he
wanted. Cena can run or he can fight, and what do you think
he’s going to do? Cue the Bloodline for the beatdown again
with the announcers’ table being loaded up. Cue LA Knight and
yeah the roof comes off again. House is cleaned and Knight
signs the contract to be Cena’s partner to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. It wasn’t a bad show, but this was mainly
about waiting for Cena to show up and do anything. That ending
segment was good, though it took a long time to get there and
that didn’t help. Other than that, we got some stuff put
together, or at least challenged, for Fastlane and a good
match in the middle. Overall, not a great show, but it did
enough to get by. They still need to do A LOT for Fastlane
though and it’s really annoying when WWE waits so late in the
game to announce the card. Anyway, not terrible here, but the
build to Fastlane continues to be a struggle.



Results
Jimmy Uso b. Karl Anderson – Superfly Splash
Austin Theory b. Cameron Grimes – A Town Down
Rey Mysterio b. Santos Escobar – Small package
Charlotte b. Bayley – Spear

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Smackdown  –  November  11,
2022: The Biggest Change (I
Hope)
Smackdown
Date: November 11, 2022
Location: Gainbridge Fieldhouse, Indianapolis, Indiana
Commentators: Michael Cole, Wade Barrett

We have just over two weeks to go before Survivor Series and
that card has started to come together. We have most of the
participants set for the women’s WarGames match so maybe this
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week we can get someone set up for the men’s. Other than that,
New Day is challenging the Usos in the hopes of saving their
Tag Team Title record. Let’s get to it.

Here is Crown Jewel if you need a recap.

We open with a recap of Roman Reigns retaining the World Title
over Logan Paul at Crown Jewel.

Opening sequence.

Tag Team Titles: New Day vs. Usos

The Usos are defending and they’re starting big here. Jey,
with his hand taped, starts with Woods and they stare each
other down a bit. Woods grabs a headlock as we hear about the
histories  between  the  teams.  Kofi  springboards  in  with  a
crossbody for two on Jey but it’s off to Jimmy with a right
hand to the face. Everything breaks down and Kofi hits a Trust
Fall onto both Usos as we take a break.

We come back with Jey hitting a suicide dive to send Kofi into
the barricade and then whipping him into it again for a bonus.
The  fans  want  Sami,  who  is  apparently  missing  due  to  a
personal issue. We slow down a bit to Kofi being sent into the
corner,  setting  up  a  wishbone  leg  split.  A  middle  rope
dropkick gets Kofi out of trouble though and Jey gets kicked
away, only to have Jimmy pull Woods off the apron in a classic
move. The pop up neckbreaker gives Jey two and we take a
break.

Back again with Kofi fighting out of a chinlock and making the
hot tag to Woods so house can be cleaned. Kofi hits a splash
to set up a good looking Woods top rope legdrop for two. The
Boom Drop connects on Jimmy but Jey makes a blind tag. That’s
fine  with  Kofi  who  hits  the  SOS  for  two.  Frustration  is
setting in as it’s off to Woods, who gets superkicked down to
set up the double Superfly Splash. The 1D is broken up though
and the Midnight Hour hits Jey on the floor.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2022/11/04/smackdown-november-4-2022-taped-very-goodness/


Back in and a tornado DDT to Jimmy sets up the Midnight Hour
for two as Jey makes a VERY last second save for two. The four
of them stand up and slug it out with Woods being sent outside
and superkicked over the barricade. That leaves Kofi to be sat
up top where he goes old school with a double noggin knocker.
Kofi tries a diving something, only to land in the 1D to
retain the titles at 23:47.

Rating: A-. Yeah these guys are awesome together and this was
no exception, as they had a long, pay per view quality tag
match. I know it’s been done before and I’ve not been wild on
seeing them fight again, but this should have been the final
match  to  give  the  Usos  the  record.  Unless  there  is  some
surprise Tag Team Title match on Monday (and there might be),
New Day’s record has fallen and it happened after a great
match.

Roman Reigns and company are pleased in the back as the Usos
show some respect after the match.

Post break the Usos go in to see Reigns, who says it feels
good. Now though, Reigns is going to handle something, but he
wants the Usos by his side. It is time to handle some business
in the ring live tonight. The Usos are with him.

Smackdown World Cup First Round: Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Santos
Escobar

The rest of Legado del Fantasma is here with Escobar. They run
the ropes to start until Nakamura knocks him outside as we
take an early break. Back with Escobar working on the knee
until Nakamura manages a kick to the head. The sliding German
suplex  drops  Escobar  again  but  Escobar  is  back  with  la
majistral for two. That’s fine with Nakamura, who is back up
with a middle rope knee for two of his own. The reverse German
suplex  drops  Escobar  again  but  Nakamura  has  to  deal  with
Legado. Escobar catches him on top back inside though and it’s
a super Phantom Driver for the pin at 8:19.



Rating: C+. I wouldn’t have bet on that one but it is nice to
see Escobar get moved forward, at least a little ways. While I
can’t imagine Escobar winning the whole thing, it is nice to
see him getting a win like this as Nakamura isn’t going to
take any kind of a hit. Good match too, even if it ended off
of a pretty basic interference.

Veterans Day video.

LA Knight is mad about not being in the World Cup but the
video  monitor  behind  him  keeps  glitching  in  a  Bray  Wyatt
style. Then he turns back around and Wyatt himself is waiting
on him. Wyatt says now that they have been introduced, they
can be friends. For his entire life, Bray has been told that
his rage will make a monster out of him, but for the longest
time, he has pretended to not be proud of the things that he
does. Knight doesn’t care, so Bray drops him with a single
shot and leaves. Knight isn’t sure where Wyatt went. As usual,
Wyatt was a bit odd, but having him interact with another
wrestler is a bit of a step forward.

Liv Morgan vs. Lacey Evans vs. Raquel Rodriguez vs. Shotzi vs.
Sonya Deville vs. Xia Li

For a shot at Ronda Rousey at Survivor Series and one fall to
a finish. It’s a brawl to start and Evans blasts Li with a
Woman’s Right for two, with Deville making the save with a
running knee. Liv makes a save of her own and sends Deville
outside, where Liv can start messing with the steps. Deville
is back up to send Liv face first into the steps, leaving the
other four to fight inside. Rodriguez hits a delayed superplex
to Li, with Deville running back in to steal a near fall.

We take a break and come back with Liv hitting a middle rope
dropkick on Li and firing off some running backsplashes in the
corner. Deville comes back in to send Liv outside but it’s not
enough to steal a pin on Rodriguez. Li kicks Evans down but
Rodriguez hits Li with the Tejana Bomb.



Deville and Rodriguez take turns trying to get the pin….and
let’s have a table, just because. Liv dives off the barricade
to hit Rodriguez, who slams into the side of the table (that
didn’t look good). The camera stays on Morgan, Deville and
Rodriguez down on the floor for a good bit as the fans chant
for the table. Back in and Shotzi hits Never Wake Up for the
pin on Evans at 11:30.

Rating: C. This was the kind of a mess that you get with six
people in the ring at once but that landing with the three of
them on the floor was a bit weird. If nothing else, keeping
the camera on them for that long was odd and the match ended
out of nowhere after the spot. Shotzi is a good pick for a one
off title shot though, even if she won it in such an all over
the place match.

Post break Emma comes up to Shotzi in the back and offers
congratulations. Emma asks if Shotzi has seen Madcap Moss,
with Shotzi thinking Emma has a thing for him. With Emma gone,
Shayna Baszler comes up to say Ronda Rousey will wreck her at
Survivor Series. Shotzi isn’t worried, but Ronda Rousey pops
up for a distraction so Shayna can choke Shotzi out. Simple
heeling there.

Ricochet has Mustafa Ali in the first round of the World Cup
and knows what it takes. Imperium comes in to mock Ricochet
for thinking he can win. Gunther hopes Ricochet can win so
Gunther can beat him again.

Video on Braun Strowman beating Omos at Crown Jewel.

Smackdown  World  Cup  First  Round:  Jinder  Mahal  vs.  Braun
Strowman

Mahal promises to win, jumps him before the bell and even
manages to kick out the knee. Strowman is back up with a
shoulder t othe floor, followed by the running shoulder on the
floor. Back in and a powerbomb finishes for Strowman at 1:48.



B Fab vs. Zelina Vega

The rest of Hit Row and Legado del Fantasma are here…..and
we’re cut off by the Viking Raiders, complete with the still
unidentified woman on the stage. The Raiders clean house and
the woman is identified as Sarah Logan as she beats up B Fab.
Total destruction and no match.

We look at Roman Reigns beating Logan Paul again.

Here is the Bloodline for whatever Roman Reigns needs to say.
Paul Heyman talks about being on the private jet with Reigns
on the way to this h*** hole….and we now pause for booing.
Paul: “Indianapolis, that’s not very Ucey of you.” Heyman
talks about all of the great sports rivalries that play out on
Fox, such as the United States vs. the UK in soccer and the
Cowboys vs. the Packers coming up this weekend. You have the
Usos vs. New Day and Heyman can’t keep a straight face as he
says that isn’t a rivalry at all.

Reigns talks about how difficult it is to be his cousin and he
thought  this  moment  would  ever  come.  He  addresses  the
Usos….and here are the Brawling Brutes to interrupt. Ridge
Holland  talks  about  the  Bloodline  using  their  numbers
advantage very week. Well tonight it’s fight night, and they
have  backup.  Cue  the  returning  Sheamus…and  his  mic  keeps
cutting in and out.

Sheamus seems to say this is the start of the end of the
Bloodline. Reigns mocks the mic screwing up so Sheamus says
he’ll say it to Reigns’ face. The Bloodline beats him down but
Drew McIntyre comes in for the save. McIntyre fights off most
of them but Reigns kicks him in the face. Sheamus is back up
for the slugout with Reigns and the big brawl ends the show.
Why is that so rare in WWE? End on something hot, not with
everything wrapped up. Anyway, there’s WarGames, maybe with
Kevin Owens and Sami Zayn completing the field.

Overall Rating: B. The opener was great and everything else



was good enough to make this a breezy two hours. They also had
people come back and a big match is all but set for the pay
per view. Good show here, as it feels like they have a plan
going into a major show other than Wrestlemania. That seems to
be a trend about the HHH regime and it is as welcome of a
change as I could ask to see.

Results
Usos b. New Day – 1D to Kingston
Santos Escobar b. Shinsuke Nakamura – Super Phantom Driver
Shotzi b. Liv Morgan, Lacey Evans, Xia Li, Sonya Deville and
Raquel Rodriguez – Never Wake Up to Evans
Braun Strowman b. Jinder Mahal – Powerbomb
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my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

NXT  –  September  28,  2021:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2021/09/28/nxt-september-28-2021-more-like-it/


More Like It
NXT
Date: September 28, 2021
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Beth Phoenix, Wade Barrett

It’s time to focus on the women’s division as we have several
women’s matches taking place this week. This includes a pair
of title matches, plus a grudge match. That’s the easy part
though. The fun part is finding out how many new people can be
brought in with little to no explanation. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Here is Hit Row to get things going. They run down tonight’s
focus on the women’s matches and wonder why no one is coming
after Isaiah Scott’s North American Title? B Fab is ready to
take out Elektra Lopez, so here is Legado del Fantasma to make
things serious.

B Fab vs. Elektra Lopez

No DQ and the brawl starts on the floor before the bell. B Fab
kicks Lopez in the head and they’re outside in a hurry, with
the guys getting in a big brawl of their own as we take a
break. Back with a fight over a table, with Lopez driving it
into B Fab’s ribs. They get back in with a bunch of weapons
joining them. B Fab grabs some kendo sticks to swing away but
Lopez crossbodies her through an open chair. Lopez drops her
ribs first across the top of the open chair, setting up a Blue
Thunder Bomb to put B Fab away at 10:05.

Rating: B-. They had a hard hitting match here and it worked
well given how little experience both of them have around
here. Again, I’m still not sure why the regular television
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shows are going more extreme than most of the Extreme Rules
pay per view, but at least we are getting some better stuff
this week.

We go to InDex’s honeymoon, with the two of them walking on
the beach. Johnny Gargano and Candice LeRae are watching from
the balcony of a hotel room and LeRae suggests that more
things are going to happen. Dexter seems to like how Indi
looks coming out of the water and Gargano panics. Then a shark
starts coming up from the water and…..yeah it’s Gargano with a
shark fin on his head.

Here is Joe Gacy, to say that the ring is still a safe space
and he has not been canceled. He has made a bigger impact than
stars like Tommaso Ciampa and Bron Breakker, because he didn’t
throw a punch. Gacy speaks for a generation while the rest of
them lives in a dark world. Then last week he was shunned, but
now he is here to usher the world into a new normal. Woke, as
written by WWE.

Xyon Quin vs. Oney Lorcan

It’s a 205 Live rematch and Quin knocks Lorcan outside to
start. Back in and Lorcan runs him over, setting up a quickly
broken  chinlock.  Quin  fights  up  with  a  Samoan  drop  and
finishes  with  a  running  forearm  at  2:58.  They  might  have
something with Quin, just based on his look.

Grayson Waller talks about being a thrill junkie who loves to
take chances. Now he’s taking a chance by going after the
Cruiserweight  Title.  Why  are  we  getting  these  (good  and
useful) vignettes explaining people AFTER we’ve been confused
by their debuts?

Here is MSK for a chat. They have been champions for awhile
now and they are going to keep smoking the division. Cue the
Grizzled Young Veterans, who say that they want their two on
two title shot but here are Trick Williams and Carmelo Hayes
to  interrupt.  Hayes  says  they  are  going  to  be  champions



because he has the golden ticket. MSK is good with that but
Zack Gibson wants to know why everyone is talking in riddles.
Cue Josh Briggs and Brooks Jensen, who want in on this too.
The brawl is on among the challengers and MSK hold up the
titles. MSK really need challengers so this was a messy but
necessary segment.

Raquel  Gonzalez  is  ready  for  Frankie  Monet  but  Toxic
Attraction comes in, with Mandy Rose saying the title will
look better on her.

Women’s Tag Team Titles: Toxic Attraction vs. Io Shirai/Zoey
Stark

Shirai and Stark are defending and Mandy Rose is here with the
challengers. Shirai flips away from Dolin to start, though she
can’t quite get the nip up right. The second takedown sets up
a more successful nip up and it’s off to Jayne, who gets taken
down in the corner. Stark comes in for some rapid fire rollups
as commentary talks about how the champs never defend their
titles. That’s because they don’t have much need to exist, but
that has never stopped WWE before.

Stark chops her down and hits a slingshot Swanton for two.
Dolin comes in off a blind tag and kicks Stark down but the
champs are back up with some springboard dropkicks. Some dives
to the floor have Attraction in trouble and we take a break.
Back  with  Jayne  hitting  a  running  knee  to  Shirai’s  face.
Shirai is back with a kick to the face though and the tag
brings in Stark to hit people in the face.

Stark gets knocked into the corner though and it’s back to
Shirai to clean house again. A 619 sets up a springboard
missile dropkick for two on Dolin as Rose is panicking on the
floor. Everything breaks down and it’s Stark hitting her GTS
on Jayne…and tagging out instead of covering for no apparent
reason. Stark dives onto Dolin but stops to glare at Rose.
Shirai hits the Moon Over Moonsault to retain at 12:43.



Rating: C+. I would have bet on the title change here, but
that would mean a regular team holding the titles instead of a
wacky tag team with nothing in common and that’s not how WWE
rolls. Toxic Attraction is a fine enough idea and they can
work well in the ring, though it seems like they’re only
around as lackeys for Rose more than anything else.

Video on Bron Breakker, who still feels like Scott Steiner and
wants to be NXT Champion.

Tommaso Ciampa joins us via Facetime to say that Breakker is
talented but let’s hold off on the Hall of Fame induction for
now. Breakker is a stud but it took Ciampa over 900 days to
get back the title that he never lost. They’ll face each other
one day and Breakker will drown in an ocean of inexperience.

Andre Chase vs. Boa

Chase doesn’t think much of Tian Sha and grabs an armbar to
start. A suplex sends Boa flying and it’s time to stomp away.
Chase puts on a chinlock and shouts that Boa has a lot to
learn, but Boa is back up with some kicks to send Chase
outside. Chase shouts a lot and then goes over to Mei Ying,
who mists him in the face. Boa’s layout reverse DDT finishes
at 3:09.

Rating: D+. Boa still isn’t great in the ring but at least
they are pushing someone new. That’s the point of something
like this, though you can expect Chase to keep getting the TV
time despite him losing over and over. Chase’s gimmick isn’t
the worst thing, but egads it’s another one where they beat
you over the head with everything and that can get tiring.

Back to the honeymoon, with Johnny Gargano worrying about what
could happen when InDex goes to their room. Gargano lies his
way  into  the  hotel  room  (Gargano:  “Security  around  here
sucks.”) and finds a bunch of condoms in Lumis’ bag. InDex
comes back and Gargano hides in the closet as a pillow fight
breaks  out,  complete  with  various  statements  that  sound



like….I think you get the idea. InDex takes a nap and Gargano
leaves, with Lumis holding up the condoms and giving him a
thumbs up.

Cruiserweight Title: Grayson Waller vs. Roderick Strong

Waller is challenging and comes through the crowd to jump
Strong before the bell. A heck of a suicide dive takes Strong
down and we take a break. We come back joined in progress with
Waller hammering away until Strong dumps him outside for a
breather. The abdominal stretch goes on to keep Waller in
trouble but he fights out into pinfall reversal sequence.

Strong goes with his basics by hitting a backbreaker and the
camel  clutch  goes  on.  With  that  broken  up,  Waller  gets
suplexed for two but manages to block a superplex attempt.
Waller hits a top rope missile dropkick and sends him outside
for a big flip dive. Back in and Waller grabs a Stunner for
two of his own, only to walk into a jumping knee to the face
to retain Strong’s title at 6:19.

Rating: C+. This was a good showing from both of them, even
though I’m not sure what the point was in having Waller go
from a heel on 205 Live to a face here. That being said, at
least he’s doing something and I’ll take what I can get. It’s
nice to have the title being defended a little more regularly
and Strong is going to be good at anything he does.

LA  Knight  doesn’t  like  Odyssey  Jones  coming  in  here  and
talking about the uncrowned NXT Champion. Cue Jones to scare
Knight and say that Knight has never seen anything like him.
Andre Chase walks by to complain about the lack of a DQ,
allowing Knight to jump Jones.

Dante  Chen  is  from  Singapore.  This  is  the  extent  of  his
character.

Cora Jade and Trey Baxter are excited for her match next week.
She’s only twenty years old and is ready for the future. They



seem rather happy together.

Moving on from happy to unhappy, we have the debut of Lashing
Out With Lash Legend, who is on a stage with an audience. She
goes over various topics in NXT, such as the Draft (allowing
her to talk about her WNBA career), Trey Baxter/Cora Jade and
her Lash Out of the Week, which is Andre Chase. We’re done in
a hurry, which is probably a good thing. I’m assuming this is
a parody of a daytime talk show and it was every bit as bad.

Ridge Holland vs. Kyle O’Reilly

O’Reilly jumps Holland before the bell and we take a break
(again). We’re joined in progress with Holland working on the
ribs and hitting a backbreaker to keep O’Reilly in trouble.
The bearhug goes on but O’Reilly fights out in a hurry and
starts striking away. Holland plants him face first though and
grabs a powerbomb for two. O’Reilly knocks him down again and
goes up but Pete Dunne offers a distraction. Not that it
matters as O’Reilly grabs a rollup for the pin at 5:27.

Rating: C. What we got was pretty good, but the same match
setup  as  the  Cruiserweight  Title  match  isn’t  exactly  a
positive sign. O’Reilly as someone who fights from underneath
and survives against a monster is smart, though not so much
with Holland losing twice in a row. Then again, he’s kind of
perfect for the main roster so a promotion wouldn’t shock me.

Post match the beatdown is on but Von Wagner makes the save.

Tony D’Angelo is still on the docks, is still in the mob and
is still talking about his family. The difference this time:
he debuts next week.

Women’s Title: Raquel Gonzalez vs. Frankie Monet

Monet,  with  the  rest  of  the  Robert  Stone  Brand,  is
challenging. Gonzalez gets headlocked down to start and then
powers her off without much trouble. Another hard toss has



Monet in trouble so it’s out to the floor, where Gonzalez gets
pulled off the steps for a crash. Back in and some running
knees to the back have Gonzalez in more trouble and a suplex
gives Monet two.

Monet cranks on part of a surfboard and then kicks her down
for…well  no  count  actually  as  Gonzalez’s  shoulders  aren’t
down. Back up and Gonzalez drops Monet for a change, setting
up the spinning Vader Bomb for two. Gonzalez’s back gives out
though and Monet double stomps her for two of her own. Not
that it matters as Gonzalez is back up with the Chingona Bomb
for the retaining pin at 7:52.

Rating: C+. I would have bet on the title change here but the
segment with Toxic Attraction earlier was kind of a giveaway.
Monet losing like this is a little weird, but it would not
surprise me at all to see her going straight to the main
roster. She’s one of the stars who absolutely does not need
NXT so it isn’t the worst idea.

Post match Monet and company go to leave but here is Toxic
Attraction to jump them from behind. With Monet dispatched,
Toxic surrounds Gonzalez and beats her down, allowing Mandy to
hold up the title to end the show. Assuming you ignore them
losing earlier this show, this was an effective segment.

Overall Rating: C+. I liked this a good bit better than last
week’s show, if nothing else because they slowed WAY down with
the whole thing. There weren’t a bunch of people being tossed
out there and it felt like we were seeing wrestlers who had
debuted being put into place. The Gargano/InDex stuff is going
to be hit or miss, though I’m sure there are people who find
it funny. Overall, the show felt much more structured this
week and while it is still a bunch of newer people who aren’t
quite ready for these spots, it felt WAY more like NXT than
whatever the last two weeks have been.

Results



Elektra Lopez b. B Fab – Blue Thunder Bomb
Xyon Quin b. Oney Lorcan – Running forearm
Io Shirai/Zoey Stark b. Toxic Attraction – Moon Over Moonsault
to Jayne
Boa b. Andre Chase – Reverse layout DDT
Roderick Strong b. Grayson Waller – Jumping knee to the face
Kyle O’Reilly b. Ridge Holland – Rollup
Raquel Gonzalez b. Frankie Monet – Chingona Bomb
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We have arrived as it is time for the all new NXT, featuring a
lot of the same people and whatever angles need to be wrapped
up. I’m almost terrified of what this is going to include as
the usual suspects from Raw are in charge. We have a wedding
and a vacant World Title to fill though so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a quick recap of Samoa Joe vacating the NXT Title
and the setup of the four way for the vacant championship.

Tommaso Ciampa doesn’t care which NXT it is because he’ll be
champion.

Pete Dunne thinks it is time for a Bruiserweight Champion.

Kyle O’Reilly is ready to achieve a goal sixteen years in the
making.

LA Knight knows Samoa Joe was scared of him and now three men
are stuck in the same spot. Someone named Bron Breaker (better
known as Bronson Rechsteiner) comes up to Knight and says he
wants a chance to prove himself. Knight tells him to go out
there and take a beating in a few minutes.

The arena and set are far brighter and the setup makes it look
FAR bigger. The seats wrap around the ring for a unique look.
It’s actually quite the improvement.

LA Knight vs. Bron Breaker

Breaker  shoulders  and  clotheslines  Knight  down  and  some
suplexes have Knight in the corner. Commentary says Breaker
has  a  Dog  Faced  Gremlin  mentality  for  the  first  Steiner
reference. Knight is back with a clothesline and the jumping
neckbreaker out of the corner puts Breaker in more trouble.
Some running shoulders have Knight back in trouble as we hear
about Breaker’s resume. Not his family history or anything,
but he did play football. Knight gets gorilla pressed into a
powerslam for the clean pin at 3:42.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2021/09/07/nxt-september-7-2021-the-ungrand-finale/


Rating: C-. So I guess they’re starting with the rapid fire
changes,  as  Breaker  is  suddenly  thrown  right  into  the
spotlight. I’m still stunned that they didn’t directly say
he’s a Steiner, but I guess that might be too much pressure?
Either way, quite the surprise for the first match, but it
doesn’t do Knight much good.

Post break, Breaker gets congratulated by a bunch of unnamed
wrestlers.

Imperium vs. Brooks Jensen/Josh Briggs

Jensen powerslams Aichner to start so it’s off to Barthel, who
grabs an armbar on Briggs. That’s fine with Briggs, who powers
his way out in a hurry. Barthel strikes away but can’t get in
a suplex. Instead he hits a running kick to the chest but
Briggs  tosses  him  away  without  much  effort.  It’s  back  to
Jensen to clean house but Briggs gets knocked outside. The
Imperial Bomb finishes Jensen at 3:18.

Rating: C. I can go for some new names being showcased, but I
could go for less of Imperium. They have every bit of the in-
ring acumen but egads they are incredibly dry. I know that’s
kind of the point, though it doesn’t make things much better.
Briggs continues to have something there, but it hasn’t quite
broken out yet.

Hit Row talks about how fabulous B Fab really is. She has
trained with the best and now she is ready for her win.

B Fab vs. Katrina Cortez

Fab kicks her away and shrugs off Cortez’s comeback. A big
kick  to  the  face  in  the  corner  rocks  Cortez  and  it’s  a
neckbreaker for the pin at 1:14. They weren’t out there very
long and didn’t look great while they were.

B Fab doesn’t think much of Elektra Lopez getting involved in
their business so here is Legado del Fantasma to interrupt.



Lopez and B Fab insult each other with various threats…and
we’re just done with that.

Odyssey Jones and Cameron Grimes are trying to cheer up Johnny
Gargano when Austin Theory returns. He even has a surprise:
you can’t have a wedding without a priest, so here is DAMIAN
Priest to say the bar must be open. Grimes has the drinks
covered and Theory and Gargano hug. The matching Dexter Lumis
costumes help a lot.

Here is Carmelo Hayes, with Trick Williams (whoever that is)
for a chat. After a break, Hayes talks about winning the
Breakout Tournament three weeks ago. You aren’t going to catch
him off guard again so he called Williams, who insisted he was
bout it bout it. Now Williams is going to be everywhere Hayes
goes because he has the gift of the gab and the gift of the
jab. Hayes is great, but Williams has a bone to pick with him.
Williams describes being bout it bout it and Hayes says it is
hard to be good and humble. When he shoots he doesn’t miss,
but if he chooses to pass, Williams will see it.

Duke Hudson comes out for his match and says Hayes got lucky
in  the  Breakout  Tournament.  Williams  comes  in  and  hits  a
cyclone boot to Hudson’s face. The beating is on and Hayes
joins in. Some double teaming leaves Hudson laying. I have no
idea what they said or what this was supposed to be.

Gigi Dolin and Jayce Jane compliment the NEW Mandy Rose, whose
face we don’t see.

Kayden Carter/Kacy Catanzaro vs. Gigi Dolin/Jayce Jane

It’s a brawl to start with Catanzaro dropkicking Jane to the
floor so Carter can run Dolin over. A double arm crank has
Dolin in trouble as we go split screen to see Pete Dunne and
Ridge Holland taking out Kyle O’Reilly. Dolin gets armdragged
into the corner for the tag to Jane. That’s fine with Carter,
who hits her in the face from the apron. The 450/neckbreaker
combination is loaded up but Mandy Rose, in a hoodie, comes in



for the DQ at 1:57.

Post match the beatdown is on and Mandy is….a brunette. Sarray
comes in for the save and clears the ring in a hurry.

Sarray/Kayden  Carter/Kacy  Catanzaro  vs.  Gigi  Dolin/Jayce
Jane/Mandy Rose

We’re  joined  in  progress  with  Sarray  hitting  a  missile
dropkick on Dolin and a fisherman’s suplex gets two. It’s off
to Carter for a dropkick into a backsplash and Catanzaro comes
in, only to fall for a distractions o she gets caught in the
wrong corner. Mandy forearms her in the back and hits a slam
for two.

A bodyscissors sets up a suplex for two and it’s back to Jane
to keep Kacy in trouble. Not that it matters as Kacy slips
through some legs and brings in Carter to clean house. The
basement superkicks drops Jane and everything breaks down.
That  means  the  Rose  vs.  Sarray  showdown  until  Carter
superkicks Mandy for two. Rose is back up with a jumping knee
to Carter’s face for the pin at 6:12.

Rating: C-. So that happened, as Blonde Bombshell Mandy Rose
is now Evil Brunette Bombshell Mandy Rose. I don’t know how
much of a difference that makes but I’m kind of digging the
heel trio. There is something there, though it might need a
bit more of an explanation of what it actually is.

The bridal party is getting ready.

William  Regal  announces  that  O’Reilly  is  out  of  the  way
and…..Von Wagoner will take his place. You’re not supposed to
know who that is.

Ridge Holland vs. Drake Maverick

Holland throws him around to start and runs him over with
ease. Some forearms across the face keep Maverick down and
more  forearms  keep  up  the  pain.  Northern  Grit  finishes



Maverick at 1:48. Total squash.

Tommaso Ciampa talks about how everyone is coming for the
title and that is why we are here. It has been 908 days since
he held Goldie and tonight he gets his redemption.

Tony Dangerfield is a former All American Greco Roman wrestler
and he’s coming to nXT.

Creed Brothers vs. ???//???

Brutus starts fast and shoves one of them over the top and out
to the floor. Back in and Brutus drives them into the corner
and Julius comes in sans tag. After the double teaming, Brutus
plants the first one again before a slap brings Julius back in
for a suplex. Julius makes one opponent tag the other and a
dropkick just fires Julius up. A spinebuster plants the first
one and a basement clothesline is good for the pin at 2:50.
Total  dominance  and  they  have  something  with  the  Creed
Brothers.

Post  match  Malcolm  Bivens  brags  about  the  Diamond  Mine’s
success and introduces the newest member of the team: Ivy
Nile. She’s in great shape and hasn’t had a carb in sixteen
years. Cue Kushida to say he is ready for Roderick Strong and
the Cruiserweight Title match is set for next week.

NXT  Title:  Von  Wagoner  vs.  Pete  Dunne  vs.  LA  Knight  vs.
Tommaso Ciampa

One fall for the vacant title. It’s a big brawl to star with
Wagoner clearing most of the ring until Knight gets to clean
house. Dunne is back in to work on Wagoner’s arm and it’s time
for the showdown with Ciampa. That means an armbar into a
stomp  to  Ciampa’s  arm  until  Knight  breaks  that  up.  A
clothesline sends Knight outside though and the brawl is on
again. Wagoner comes in and cleans house as we take a break.

Back with the brawling continuing with Ciampa hitting the



running strikes in the corner. The double clothesline takes
down  Dunne  and  Knight  but  Wagoner  blocks  the  Fairy  Tale
Ending. Knight scores with Blunt Force Trauma for two. Another
one sends Dunne outside but Ciampa scores with Willow’s Bell
for two, as Dunne makes another save. Ciampa hits the running
corkscrew dive onto everyone else and is the only one left
standing. Back in and Dunne snaps Ciampa’s fingers, setting up
the Bitter End. Knight tries to steal the pin but Wagoner cuts
him off with an Angle Slam for a very close two.

Dunne and Ciampa take Wagoner and Knight out and the big
slugout is on. A German suplex sends Ciampa outside and Dunne
goes up top, only to have Knight grab a top rope superplex to
bring him back down. Wagoner hits a double underhook slam for
two on Knight with Ciampa making the save. The Fairy Tale
Ending to Knight gives Ciampa the title back at 10:36.

Rating: B. This was all action and that’s what you need for
the title match. It didn’t feel like an epic title win, but
Ciampa is about as solid of a choice for the title as you can
have. I was convinced that Wagoner was actually going to get
the title, but at least they went with something that made
sense. There are all kinds of ways to go for the first title
feud too so this is a safe and smart choice.

Ciampa is rather happy to have won the title.

Video on Indi Hartwell and Dexter Lumis’ road to the altar.

It’s  time  for  the  wedding,  with  wrestlers  in  the  wedding
party. Indi Hartwell comes to the ring and Johnny Gargano
gives her away, though only after he lists off his resume.
Gargano  asks  if  Austin  Theory  has  the  rings,  with  Theory
saying they’re in a ring. Ikemen Jiro has rings, inside his
jacket  of  course.  We  get  up  to  “speak  now”  and  Dexter
threatens  anyone  who  says  something  with  an  ax.

Indi reads her vows to Dexter, whose middle name is Gaylord.
She says he is misunderstood and is glad that he’s a freak.



Lumis has to cut her off from a story about sneaking into her
bed one night, with Gargano and Candice LeRae freaking out.
Indi: “Dexter, you never lose a staring contest.” Lumis’ vow
is a thumbs up, with the minister being confused about what is
going on. That earns the minister a Silencer so there is no
one to finish this.

The fans want William Regal….but Beth Phoenix jumps in the
ring because she knew this would happen. That’s why she became
an ordained minister last night so she can handle things. Beth
wants to cut to the chase, which draws up Andre Chase….who is
taken out by Odyssey Jones. With that out of the way, Beth
says her thing, making sure to say that any death doing them
parting is hopefully not ax related. Indi says she does and
Dexter….actually says I DO (Candice’s shocked face is great).
After the kiss, they pose together and no major shenanigans
ensue.

Tommaso Ciampa is watching in the back when Bron Breaker comes
up to say congratulations. A tense staredown ends the show.

Overall Rating: C-. I have no idea what to think of this show
and I don’t think NXT knows what they were thinking with it
either. We’ll start with the good: the new look makes it feel
like a much better show as they leave behind the cramped
atmosphere. There were also fresh faces, which makes things
seem like it is a brand new production. The wrestling wasn’t
bad either, with the title match being well put together.

The problem comes in two parts: who are these people and why
are they here? There was no explanation from William Regal, no
storyline explanation and really nothing at all about WHY this
was the new NXT. We know that it is because they kept talking
about it, but we were never told why it was happening. There
are all of these new faces running around too, making for a
rather confusing show at times. It isn’t bad and it was the
start, but dang I do not have any confidence in this show at
the moment.



Results
Bron Breaker b. LA Knight – Gorilla press powerslam
Imperium  b.  Brooks  Jensen/Josh  Briggs  –  Imperium  Bomb  to
Jensen
B Fab b. Katrina Cortez – Neckbreaker
Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter b. Jayce Jane/Gigi Dolin via DQ
when Mandy Rose interfered
Mandy  Rose/Gigi  Dolin/Jayce  Jane  b.  Kacy  Catanzaro/Kayden
Carter/Sarray – Running knee to Carter
Ridge Holland b. Drake Maverick – Northern Grit
Creed Brothers b. ???/??? – Basement clothesline to ???
Tommaso Ciampa b. LA Knight, Pete Dunne and Von Wagoner –
Fairy Tale Ending to Knight

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/

