
Monday Night Raw – September
8, 2014: Two Bellas, A Bunny
And A Springer Walk Into A
Season Premiere
Monday Night Raw
Date: September 8, 2014
Location: Baltimore Arena, Baltimore, Maryland
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Jerry Lawler

It’s the season premiere (code for a gimmick name to try and fight off
Monday Night Football) and the show is actually kind of stacked. We have
Jericho vs. Wyatt inside a cage and Orton vs. Reigns II, but there’s
something else with an even bigger hype: Jerry Springer’s intervention
with the Bellas, because WWE thinks it’s 1998. Let’s get to it.

The cage is lowered to open the show.

We get a Season Premiere video with the focus on Jerry Springer and then
the two big matches.

Chris Jericho vs. Bray Wyatt

In a cage and you win by pinfall, submission or escape. Bray says the
town’s name again. Jericho hammers him down to start and catapults Bray
throat before getting two off an enziguri. They slug it out in the corner
but Bray pulls Jericho off the top to prevent an escape. A top rope shot
to the head puts Bray down but Bray pops up and send shim into the cage.
Bray splashes him against the cage and we take a break.

Back with Bray running Jericho over for two. He tries to climb but gets
taken down in an electric chair drop. They slug it out with Jericho
getting the better of it and taking Wyatt down with a bulldog. The
Lionsault looks to set up the Walls but Bray kicks him off. Jericho sends
him into the cage and dropkicks Wyatt’s head into the steel. Bray stops
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another escape attempt and they slug it out on the top rope until Wyatt
superplexes him down.

Both guys are on the mat but Bray Spiders up and crawls for the door,
only to get caught by the legs. Bray kicks him away again and hits a
release Rock Bottom for two. He tries a catapult into the cage but
Jericho catches himself on the ropes and tries to climb. Bray catches him
again and hammers away on the top rope before nailing a top rope
hurricanrana.

Jericho goes to the top of the cage but the Wyatts get in his way.
Instead he goes back up and dives onto Bray but comes up holding his
knee. Chris takes his knee brace and pad down but can barely get over to
the door. Bray tries a charge but Jericho low bridges him into the steel.
He’s still able to stop Jericho with shots to (the wrong) knee. They’re
on top of each other half out of the cage and elbowing each other in the
head. Bray finally starts hitting the correct knee and crawls over
Jericho to escape at 17:00.

Rating: B. I was digging this one and it was almost all Bray’s work
winning it. The Wyatts stopping the win was fine and Jericho caused the
knee injury himself. The ending worked quite well and made sense so the
whole thing was on. I’m assuming the knee injury writes Jericho off TV
and onto his concert tour.

Bray slams the cage door onto Jericho’s knee to further the damage. He
crushes it against the steps and takes him back inside for Sister
Abigail.

Rollins and Kane are very excited about what they just saw when HHH and
Orton come in. HHH wants to do something special tonight so Orton offers
to do something to Orton that makes what happened to Ambrose look like a
day at Sunday School. HHH gives him permission to do something.

Here’s Dolph Ziggler with something to say. Cole confirms Miz vs. Ziggler
for Night of Champions. Ziggler talks about how big of a week it was in
Hollywood last week with the release of all the personal photos. This
gives us one of WWE’s favorite comic tropes: wacky wrestling photos!.



We get stuff like Miz wearing a facial mask and shaving his chest (JBL:
“So who was taking the pictures?”) but Miz and Sandow interrupt. Miz
rants about the invasion of privacy, with Sandow mimicking his hand
gestures almost perfectly. They threaten to go after Ziggler so Dolph say
she might as well show the last photo: Sandow tanning a less than clothed
Miz. Sandow comes in and gets dropkicked and Zig Zagged while Miz walks
away.

Paige/AJ Lee vs. Natalya/Rosa Mendes

Natalya takes Paige down to the mat to start and the Total Divas hit a
double suplex on the Canadian. The idea here is that Natalya is mentoring
Rosa, which I’m sure you know about after watching Total Divas last
night. Pay no attention to the fact that the story would have started
just after Wrestlemania but we’re just hearing about it now. Paige comes
back on Rosa because she’s Rosa but misses a legdrop. Rosa won’t tag so
Paige drives knees into her ribs. AJ grabs Paige’s hair for a tag and
puts on the Black Widow to make Rosa tap at 2:36.

Post match the winners take turns kissing the Divas Title until AJ skips
off.

We look back at the cage match and its aftermath.

Jericho is getting his knee looked at when Orton attacks him. “It’s the
season premiere!”

Here’s Heyman for his weekly speech. He talks about walking through the
valley of the Cenation, but he fears no thuganomics because he’s the
advocate for Brock Lesnar. Heyman goes into his usual about Cena so
here’s John to respond. The pose he makes on the stage with his hands on
his hips really does make him look like a superhero.

Cena says that if Heyman wants to say something to his face, he’s right
here. Heyman wants to give Cena some inside information: how to beat
Brock Lesnar at Night of Champions. Cena says he knows how to do that
already and it’s because of three simple words. Lesnar beat the
Undertaker at Wrestlemania and we haven’t heard from him in six months.
Then Lesnar beat Cena at Summerslam but Cena was ready to fight again.



His three words are never give up and he hands Heyman a towel saying just
that.

Heyman laughs and asks the fans if Cena just can’t help doing himself. He
throws the towel down and says that’s Cena’s biggest problem: he lives to
be John Cena. John is the kid that waits to come to the live events and
chant LET’S GO CENA. But when Lesnar steps into the ring, he doesn’t hear
anyone but the referee, Heyman, and his latest victim.

Paul has a gift for Cena tonight and tells him how to survive Lesnar:
give in. Listen to those fans that chant CENA SUCKS and there’s no reason
to fight anymore. Doesn’t Cena want to give in to that hatred when a fat
unemployed man tells Cena that he sucks? Just one time doesn’t he want to
tell them to shut up. Heyman offers to help Cena tell them to shut up and
wants him to bust a rap on the fans.

Heyman demonstrates with some yo yo yoing and gets down on his knees to
beg Cena to do it one time. He doesn’t need to sell his soul to the
devil. All Cena has to do is forget this hustle loyalty and respect idea
and then he can be the one that beat the 1 in 21-1. Or he can just be one
of many victims that fell at Lesnar’s hands. Heyman gets in Cena’s face
and says he believes in him, but Lesnar says Cena just doesn’t have it in
him.

Cena actually goes to the ropes like Heyman wanted him to but comes back
in. The dueling chants begin but Cena tells Heyman to shut up. Cena talks
about how he’s not going to drop down to Heyman’s level to pop the fans
in the second row and give them a reason to have a good laugh and then
run back to the internet to tell Cena how much he sucks. Heyman lives in
a world of “eat sleep conquer repeat” and he’d stab Lesnar in the back to
get a chance to get himself forward.

Cena admits that Heyman is intelligence but he has no idea what it’s like
to live a life with meaning. John’s world is “Eat, sleep, be John Cena,
repeat” because that’s what he was born to be. He doesn’t want to change
even if he could and loves to be the guy that makes that kid right there
do his homework early so he can come here and cheer.

Cena does like being the guy the fathers come up to and say they don’t



like him but thanks for doing right by his kid. He likes being the guy
that a Make-A-Wish kid wants to spend the day with. He likes being the
guy that gets to meet Purple Heart recipients on some Friday night who
tell him that Cena inspires him and hands Cena the Purple Heart.

Now Heyman wants Cena to throw all that away to win one match. Paul backs
off but Cena says this is what Heyman must love. This is the chance to
get all that rage and hatred out of John Cena. John isn’t going to beat
up Heyman here because it’s not worth it, but he’ll give Heyman one week
to produce Lesnar for a fight. But if Lesnar wants another week off and
let Heyman do his business for him then Cena is going to fight Heyman
himself. Awesome exchange between two masters here.

Sheamus vs. Seth Rollins

Non-title. Sheamus elbows Rollins out to the floor where Rollins picks up
the briefcase and lays it in the corner. Back in and a knee lift and
suplex get two for Sheamus. The rolling fireman’s carry sets up a
clothesline to put Rollins on the floor but here’s Cesaro for a
distraction as we take a break.

Back with Rollins holding a chinlock before Sheamus fights up with elbows
to the ribs. He tries the top rope shoulder but only hits mat, allowing
Rollins to put the hold back on. This time Sheamus fights to his feet and
drops Rollins onto his back for another escape. A tilt-a-whirl powerslam
gets two for Sheamus but Cesaro picks up the US Title for another
distraction. Seth grabs a rollup for two and walks into another
powerslam. Now Cesaro gets up on the apron, allowing Rollins to drive him
into the buckle. The Curb Stomp gets the pin on Sheamus at 10:00.

Rating: C-. The Curb Stomp didn’t look good at the end but at least the
win wasn’t clean. Sheamus vs. Cesaro is actually getting a build this
time instead of just throwing it out there for a match. The problem is
we’ve seen it so many times that it’s harder to care again. At least
they’re getting a big stage for it.

Post match Cesaro does Sheamus’ pose and Neutralizes him.

We recap Henry and Rusev from last week.



Here are Lana and Rusev to make fun of the national anthem before having
the Russian version played.

Video on NXT Takeover II.

Sami Zayn/Adrian Neville vs. Tyson Kidd/Tyler Breeze

Well this is a surprise. Sami snaps off some armdrags on Breeze to start
before spinning him into an armbar. It’s off to Kidd for a chinlock
before Breeze comes in with a series of forearms. A neckbreaker gets two
on Sami and it’s back to Tyson for another chinlock. Sami jawbreaks his
way to freedom and spins over for a hot tag to Neville.

The fans don’t seem to care that much but Neville’s rapid fire kicks wake
them up a bit. A standing shooting star gets two and Kidd is sent to the
floor for a big dive from Sami. Neville flips forward twice in a row and
kicks Breeze in the head, setting up the Red Arrow for the pin on Breeze
at 4:23.

Rating: C. Just a showcase match here to get people to watch on Thursday.
No one really knew who these people were but the fans waking up for the
offense from Neville is a good sign. I got to see Sami at a live event a
few years back and he did the exact same thing. That’s the sign of talent
and it was on display here.

Here’s Stephanie to talk about her history in this arena. She even fought
her father in this building about ten years ago, but they’ve since made
up. Now it’s time to bring the Bellas back together and there’s one man
that could do just that. The fans chant for Jerry and here’s Springer
himself. Springer recaps the Bella drama and brings out both girls for
the big talk.

Brie blames Nikki for all the problems and uses the “died in the womb
line” again, drawing the same dead silence it got the first time. Nikki
talks about how tired she is of being a second class sister and brags
about her show having such good ratings. Brie talks about how this
started at Summerslam but Springer shows us a montage of them having very
stupid arguments over petty things on Total Divas.



Nikki blames Brie for their dad leaving and we get quick videos from the
parents saying they never knew Nikki was this unhappy. Brie tries to
bring this back to wrestling stuff but drags it down again by saying she
has their brother JJ in their corner. JJ is here of course (billed as JJ
Garcia after Jerry called him JJ Bella) and has to come out to the Total
Divas song. JJ tells Nikki to stop acting like a victim and the brawl is
on. Nikki accidentally slaps JJ so Brie spears her down. The Bellas,
Springer and Stephanie get in a big pileup as this just keeps going.
Referees break it up and Springer is taken out on a stretcher.

Goldust/Stardust vs. Los Matadores

Stardust takes Primo into the corner to start but the masked man knocks
him outside. The Dusts tease taking a walk and get caught with a big
double dive. Back inside and Goldust throws Diego into the corner before
tagging in Stardust for Dark Matter and the pin at 2:10.

The Usos jump the Dusts on the stage, sending the golden ones running.

We get a tribute to Joan Rivers.

Adam Rose vs. Titus O’Neil

The guys slug it out in the ring as the camera stays on the bunny. Titus
throws Rose down but goes after the Bunny who wants to fight. Slater
misses a dive and gets superkicked by the Bunny, allowing Rose to hit the
Party Foul for the pin at 1:20.

The Bunny hits a Superfly Splash for good measure. Cole and JBL are
STUNNED.

Roman Reigns has the antidote for the Viper and holds up his fist.

Video on Lesnar’s dominance of Cena.

Lesnar will be on Raw next week.

Randy Orton vs. Roman Reigns

This actually gets big match intros. Reigns punches him to the floor to
start but Randy sends him face first into the steps for two. A quick



suplex gets the same for Roman and he runs Orton over with a clothesline.
Orton bails back to the floor and we take a break. Back with Orton
holding Reigns in a chinlock before taking it outside again. Reigns
fights back and rams him back first into the apron and barricade.

They head to the apron with Randy sending him into the buckle and nailing
a superplex for two. Back with Reigns fighting out of a chinlock and
nailing a Samoan drop for two. He hits the ropes but charges into a
powerslam to give Orton a near fall of his own. The Elevated DDT is
countered into the Apron Boot and the jumping clothesline gets two. Orton
comes back with the backbreaker for the same but charges into a boot.

Reigns dives into another powerslam for another two and the second
attempt at the Elevated DDT connects. The RKO is countered though and
Roman nails a Superman Punch out of nowhere. Reigns can’t cover though so
Orton calls out Kane and Rollins who bring security with them for the DQ
at 20:24.

Rating: B. Nice long main event here and I kind of like the non-finish
for a change. Reigns has already beaten Orton clean so there’s no need to
see him do it again. The opposite is true for Orton as he has no need to
lose twice in a row to Reigns. Also this helps to set up Rollins vs.
Reigns at Night of Champions, though I’m not sure what Orton does at the
show.

The guards are actually tech guys who lower the cage and lock it into
place. Reigns fights back though and cleans house, leaving him alone with
Orton and a chair. Rollins pulls a Jericho and dives off the top of the
cage to take out Reigns but he might have hit the chair as well. Kane
gets back in and sends Roman into the cage a few times before planting
him with a chokeslam. Orton gets the chair and destroys Reigns while
shouting that it isn’t Roman’s day. Rollins puts Reigns’ head on the
chair and says that he made Roman. A Curb Stomp onto the chair ends the
show.

Overall Rating: C+. The show wasn’t great but this was a HUGE improvement
over last week’s mess. First and foremost, they kept the Bellas to ONE
segment instead of the five or so from last week. The Springer stuff was



a waste of time but at least it was short. The main event felt big and
the NXT guys were a nice treat. You couple that with a good cage match
and the show was much easier to sit through. It wasn’t a great show or
anything and cutting out an hour would have helped, but it’s good enough.

Results

Bray Wyatt b. Chris Jericho – Wyatt escaped the cage

Paige/AJ Lee b. Natalya/Rosa Mendes – Black Widow to Mendes

Seth Rollins b. Sheamus – Curb Stomp

Sami Zayn/Adrian Neville b. Tyler Breeze/Tyson Kidd – Red Arrow to Breeze

Goldust/Stardust b. Los Matadores – Dark Matter to Diego

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of on
the History of ECW Pay Per Views at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00LWSOTGK

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Adam Rose b. Titus O’Neil – Party Foul

Roman Reigns b. Randy Orton via DQ when Kane and Seth Rollins interfered

New Column: Let’s Go Home
Looking  at WWE forgetting its first love and, of course, a
lesson to be learned from WCW.

http://www.wrestlingrumors.net/kbs-review-lets-go-home/28325/

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00LWSOTGK
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2014/09/04/new-column-lets-go-home/


Monday Night Raw – August 25,
2014: John Cena Redux
Monday  Night Raw
Date: August 25, 2014
Location: Honda Center, Anaheim, California
Commentators:  Michael  Cole,  John  Bradshaw  Layfield,  Jerry
Lawler

We’re getting away from Summerslam now and the main story is
Cena vs. Lesnar III has been announced for Night of Champions.
Cena is back tonight and gets to address the situation for the
first time on TV after Summerslam. We also have a Hall of Fame
forum with people like Hogan, Flair and HBK talking about the
upcoming match. Let’s get to it.

We’re opening with the Hall of Fame forum so here are Flair,
Hogan  and  Shawn  to  get  things  going.  Cole  recaps  the
Summerslam match with Lesnar vs. Cena and asks Shawn first
about the rematch. Shawn thinks Cena doesn’t have a chance and
thinks  it  might  be  time  for  Cena  to  give  it  up.  Hogan
disagrees and thinks Cena can still go. Flair sides with Shawn
and thinks Cena is the franchise, but doesn’t want to see John
vs. Lesnar again.

Hogan says Hustle, Loyalty and Respect is the real Cena and
hopes Cena wins. Flair agrees and Shawn says that they all
like Cena but no one thinks he has a chance. Hogan brings up
the match at Extreme Rules and says you can never rule Cena
out, but Shawn says no one can take a beating like that. Flair
doesn’t  think  Hogan  believes  that  and  here’s  Cena  for  a
rebuttal.

Cena says everyone in the WWE Universe thinks he has no chance
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and now a group of WWE Hall of Famers think the same thing.
John talks about the respect he has for all three men in the
ring with him, including saying there would be no Cena without
Hulk Hogan. Cena was at Summerslam and felt every one of those
suplexes.  There  is  no  way  around  this:  Summerslam  was  a
beating and a 100% beatdown. He addresses Shawn saying this
can’t happen again and Cena says he won’t do it again. Instead
he’ll take the fight to Lesnar and is ready for Night of
Champions.

The first 100 hours of Nitro is coming to the Network next
week. That would be about 1995/1996 or so.

Rusev vs. Jack Swagger

Swagger takes it right to him to start and grabs an early
Patriot Lock, sending Rusev out to the floor. Back in and
Swagger takes Rusev down before heading outside again. Rusev
goes  face  first  into  the  announcer’s  table  but  he  sends
Swagger ribs first into the ropes back inside. We take a break
and come back with Swagger fighting out of a bearhug but
walking into a spinwheel kick. Swagger nails a belly to belly
suplex to get a breather and follows up with a Vader Bomb.
Rusev gets his foot up but gets caught in the Patriot Lock. He
bites his hand to fight the pin but crawls over to the ropes.

Back to the floor with Rusev ramming him back first into the
apron a few times. The Accolade is countered into the Patriot
Lock again but Jack has to settle for a jackknife cover for
two. The jumping kick to the ribs puts Swagger down and Rusev
pounds away in the corner. Rusev shouts a lot but Swagger
comes  back  with  WE  THE  PEOPLE!  The  beating  on  the  ropes
continues and Swagger is in big trouble. The referee checks on
swagger but Rusev keeps stomping. A hard standing kick to the
chest drops Jack again and the referee stops it at 11:35.

Rating: C+. Well that happened. It’s basically the same thing
we saw at Summerslam. The match was entertaining but they



can’t have Rusev lose so Swagger continues to get beaten over
and over. In theory we’re setting up Cena vs. Rusev as the
ultimate American vs. foreigner showdown but we don’t need
Swagger to lose over and over again to get there. It’s the
same issue he’s had for months now: he loses over and over
again despite getting close. Eventually you don’t buy the
close matches and they’re just waiting for the ending.

After a break, Swagger is getting his ribs looked at when Bo
Dallas comes in. He says Swagger let his country down again,
but all he needs to do is Bo-lieve.

Cesaro vs. Rob Van Dam

The winner gets Sheamus (on commentary) for the US Title,
presumably at Night of Champions. Good to see that Van Dam is
fine after getting DDT on concrete on Smackdown. Rob spins
around to start and superkicks Cesaro into Rolling Thunder for
two. Cesaro comes back with a right hand in the corner and we
hit the cravate on Rob for a bit. A kick to the face drops
Cesaro and sets up the split legged moonsault for two. The
springboard kick to the face looks to set up the Five Star but
Cesaro rolls to the floor. Back in and Cesaro picks up Rob for
the Neutralizer and the pin at 3:38. It’s as abrupt as it
sounds.

Rating: D+. The ending really hurt this as Cesaro just got
back into the ring, kicked Rob in the ribs and Neutralized him
for the title shot. Also, I have some issues with Rob beating
Cesaro clean at Summerslam but then losing a match here to
give Cesaro a title shot that easily. Why not have this match
at Summerslam? The time and ending dragged this down a lot.

Post match Cesaro picks up the US Title and throws it back at
Sheamus after a few seconds.

Network hype.

Natalya vs. Paige



Non-title again. Natalya gets a quick rollup for two but Paige
nails her with a clothesline. They trade abdominal stretches
before Natalya hooks a release German suplex. There’s the
Sharpshooter but Paige crawls over to the ropes. Paige can’t
hook the PTO and Natalya tries another Sharpshooter, only to
get kicked in the face. The Paige Turner is good for the pin
at 2:56.

AJ comes skipping out for a distraction and Natalya nails a
discus lariat. The fans don’t react because that’s a very
heelish thing to do after she got beat. AJ gets in the ring
and helps Paige up, saying she’s sincere. She hugs Paige,
freaking the champion out a bit. Now it’s a handshake offer
but AJ has to lean over to grab her hand. She even kisses
Paige’s hand and skips around a bit before leaving.

Kane introduces Seth Rollins to deliver Dean Ambrose’s eulogy.
Rollins says he was the leader of the Shield. On to Dean, fear
was never a factor for him. We get a clip of the match from
last week with the Curb Stomp onto the conveniently placed
cinder blocks. Rollins is curious about what went through
Dean’s head as it was going down onto those blocks. How did
Ambrose feel when he knew he was outmatched?

The blocks were there on purpose but Rollins wants to know
what would have happened if Ambrose had known his place. As
far as Rollins is concerned, he doesn’t think we’ll be seeing
Ambrose again. He says he created the Shield….so here’s Roman
Reigns. Kane goes after him and is easily sent into the steps.
Reigns goes after Rollins but Kane makes the save and bails.

We look at the Hall of Fame forum again.

Goldust and Stardust want the Tag Team Titles and get their
shot tonight.

Tag Team Titles: Usos vs. Goldust/Stardust

The Usos are defending and we get some big match intros.



Stardust rolls Jimmy up for two to start but Jimmy does the
same to him. It’s off to the arm work for a bit to give
Stardust another two count. The champions are sent to the
floor with the Dusts nailing big dives to take them down
again. Back from a break with Jimmy fighting out of a chinlock
from Stardust. Off to Goldust and both guys try cross bodies,
setting up a double hot tag. Jey hammers on Stardust and
knocks him out to the floor. A huge dive takes Stardust down
but Jey hurts his knee and can’t get back in, drawing a
countout at 7:40.

Rating: C-. This was starting to get good at the end but the
countout stopped that cold. That’s two straight losses for the
Usos against this team but they keep the titles against. That
sounds like the start of a heel turn but it’s not how it’s
coming off. Instead it’s more like they’re just kind of inept.

Post match Goldust says the Usos got counted out on purpose.
They want to keep going and the Dusts turn evil by attacking
the injured Uso. I’ve heard worse ideas.

Rollins is annoyed at Reigns so Kane uses the old standard
handicap match.

We get a sitdown interview with Lesnar and Heyman. Brock says
he came back to conquer the world and that’s what he did. He
gave Cena an F5 right off the bat, allowing Cena to have the
chance to quit. Instead Cena kept going and took a horrible
beating. Heyman calls Cena challenging Brock to a rematch a
horrible decision. Brock imitates Cena’s dad and talks about
how he’ll have the chance to be a man….and then Brock Lesnar
appeared.  The  idea  of  what’s  coming  to  Cena  at  Night  of
Champions almost brings a tear to Brock’s eye.

Dolph Ziggler vs. The Miz

Non-title. Miz comes out in street clothes and talks about not
having to wait in line at Disneyland this morning. As for his
match tonight, he’ll be stepping out for his stunt double.



Dolph Ziggler vs. Damien Mizdow

Sandow is of course dressed as Miz. An early dropkick gets two
for Ziggler but Sandow, now in all black, comes back with a
clothesline and dropkick to the knee. He puts on the Figure
Four  (on  the  proper  leg)  but  Ziggler  turns  over  pretty
quickly. Back up and the Zig Zag is good for the pin at 2:25.

It’s time for the third big in ring segment of the night as
Lawler is hosting a Bella Twins reconciliation. We get a clip
of Nikki saying Brie has cost them all their success and the
big slap. Nikki comes out first in a tight black dress and
moves her chair across the ring. Here’s Brie as well, again in
her Brie Mode shirt. Brie gets all serious and asks Nikki to
forgive her because this is bigger than WWE or Total Divas.
Nikki doesn’t buy it and says she knows the real Brie.

She accuses Brie of holding her back and is sick of the family
treating Brie better. Nikki insults Brie’s hair and her save
the Earth lifestyle. This brings Nikki to the troll faced
husband and how sick she is of supporting a sister that never
cared about her. Nikki says Brie stole all her boyfriends when
they were younger and the fans are really not interested.

We FINALLY get to the point of this: Brie quit and left Nikki
alone to get beaten up week after week because she cared about
getting herself over more than her sister. Brie starts crying
and Lawler tries to intervene so Nikki tells the old man to
get out. She wishes Brie died in the womb and throws her out
of the chair. The beating is on until Lawler breaks it up.
Nikki slaps him off camera and the referees finally make the
save.

Hall of Fame forum again.

Roman Reigns vs. Seth Rollins/Kane

Kane is knocked over the top almost immediately and Reigns
goes  after  Seth.  The  monster  gets  back  up  and  helps  his



partner to take over but Rollins is backdropped to the floor.
Reigns hammers on Kane in the corner and nails the apron kick
for good measure. The Superman Punch is countered but Reigns
hits the spear, only to get nailed with the briefcase for the
DQ at 2:40.

The beating continues post match and Kane has more cinder
blocks ready at ringside. Reigns is able to fight out of it
though and Superman Punches Rollins instead. Kane is sent
“into” the post (clearly missing by a good six inches) and
Roman picks up a cinder block. It hits the post instead of
Rollins’ head but the Superman Punch lays out Kane. Rollins
bails and looks terrified.

Bray Wyatt thinks Cena’s shell is cracked after his fight with
Brock Lesnar. He’ll put Cena out of his misery tonight. It’s
nicer on the other side.

Los Matadores vs. Heath Slater/Titus O’Neal

Before the match, Slater and Titus argue over which superhero
they both are. Diego hits a quick spinning cross body for two
on Slater, allowing Fernando to come in with a slingshot hilo
for two more. Back up and a hurricanrana sends Slater down,
setting up an armbar. Slater finally gets in a shot to the
face and makes the taag off to Titus for some backbreakers.
Heath  reluctantly  comes  back  in  for  a  chinlock  and  a
clothesline  before  tagging  out.  The  makeshift  team  keeps
hammering away until Diego grabs a crucifix for the pin on
Slater out of nowhere at 4:00.

Rating: D. Another dull match here but it’s kind of nice to
have a match instead of a long talking segment in the ring.
Slater and O’Neil are fine for a thrown together tag team,
though I wouldn’t mind them winning a match. Or a better name
than Slater Gator. I’m also shocked that Los Matadores lasted
this long.

Hall of Fame forum x4.



Kofi Kingston vs. Bo Dallas

Kofi fires off kicks and a rollup to start. Bo comes back with
a running knee to the ribs but Kofi does his mounted punches
in the corner. Dallas avoids a charge in the corner and hits
the Bodog for the pin at 1:40.

Bo says his usual post match but Swagger comes in and slams
him.

John Cena vs. Bray Wyatt

Bray just appears in the ring instead of doing an entrance. We
don’t even get the lantern shot. Cena takes him right into the
corner to start and nails him with a hard running clothesline.
A German suplex puts Bray down again and Wyatt looks shocked.
Another German suplex does the same and Bray is in trouble.
John hammers on Bray in the corner and hits a hard running
knee to the head as this is totally one sided. There’s another
German suplex but Bray elbows out of a fourth. There’s a
running splash in the corner but Cena takes him down and
hammers away, drawing in Harper and Rowan for the DQ at 4:28.

Rating: D+. I get the idea here but I REALLY don’t like them
doing  this  to  Wyatt  when  he’s  coming  off  a  big  win  at
Summerslam. I mean….do this to Rowan or Harper but leave Wyatt
himself out of something like that. The match could have been
worse and the story makes sense, but it should have been
against someone who could absorb a loss like this. Del Rio
would have been perfect had he not bailed.

Big Show and Mark Henry run out and I smell a six man after
the break.

Big Show/Mark Henry/John Cena vs. Wyatt Family

Joined in progress after a break with Big Show dropping an
elbow on Rowan. Henry comes in off the top for more big man
offense but gets nailed by Harper. We hit the chinlock for a



bit before it’s back to Wyatt for some big right hands. Rowan
slams Henry in an impressive power display but charges into a
boot in the corner.

The hot tag brings in Big Show to clean house, only to have
Harper dropkick him down. Rowan comes in and kicks Big Show as
well before it’s back to Wyatt for the backsplash and two.
Another kick to the face gets two for Harper but Bray gets
another tag and walks into a chokeslam. The tag brings in Cena
for German suplexes all around and the STF to make Harper tap
at 6:55.

Rating: D+. There were some nice moments here from Cena with
the power displays, but this might as well have been Cena in a
handicap match. I get the idea and I’m MUCH happier with
Harper taking a fall that isn’t going to hurt him as opposed
to Bray, who has potential in the future. Not much to see here
though as Cena getting the win was obvious.

All three Wyatts get AA’s post match.

Overall Rating: C-. It’s very clear that WWE cannot handle
doing a three hour show every week with the talent roster they
have right now. Between the CONSTANT replays and rematches,
it’s clear that they just don’t have the depth to pull this
off. The matches were mostly short too and stretching them out
would have helped a lot. I’m not asking for Thesz vs. Funk
here, but take those three minute matches and make them six
minutes. It takes away the need for so many recaps to fill in
time  and  gives  you  a  better  show.  This  wasn’t  the  worst
episode ever, but it felt like it was dragging itself to a
conclusion.

Results
Rusev b. Jack Swagger via referee stoppage
Cesaro b. Rob Van Dam – Neutralizer
Paige b. Natalya – Paige Turner
Goldust/Stardust b. Usos via countout



Dolph Ziggler b. Damien Mizdow – Zig Zag
Roman Reigns b. Seth Rollins and Kane via DQ when Rollins hit
Reigns with the briefcase
Los  Matadores  b.  Heath  Slater/Titus  O’Neil  –  Crucifix  to
Slater
Bo Dallas b. Kofi Kingston – Bodog
John  Cena  b.  Bray  Wyatt  via  DQ  when  the  Wyatt  Family
interfered
John Cena/Big Show/Mark Henry b. Wyatt Family – STF to Harper

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of ECW Pay Per Views at Amazon for just
$3.99 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
under $4 at:

Smackdown  –  December  20,
2013: Wasn’t He….And Weren’t
They….I Give Up
Smackdown
Date:  December 20, 2013
Location: AT&T Center, San Antonio, Texas
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’re getting closer to the end of the year and the main story coming out
of Monday is the potential for a three way feud between Cena, Orton and
Bryan. Daniel had the champion beaten but Orton cheated to get out of the
match, drawing in Cena for the save. It should be interesting to hear
Bryan’s thoughts on Cena running in to help him. Let’s get to it.
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We open with a recap from Monday with Cena cutting Orton off and the
Authority giving Orton a match with Daniel Bryan, because the last few
months of the Authority trying to crush Bryan are completely forgotten.
The match recap doesn’t do it justice.

Here’s Orton to brag about becoming undisputed champion some more. He
only has the WWE Championship this week. Orton says the Authority
rewarded him with a match against Daniel Bryan. Randy beat him then beat
John Cena when he tries to interfere because he just doesn’t care. This
brings out Cena as they’re moving fast tonight. Orton says Cena needs to
respect him but Cena says he’s here to keep Orton from looking like a
fool. If Orton doesn’t want to be a champion he should get out.

Orton is the center of the WWE and everyone is going to be hunting him.
It’s up to Orton to determine how he wants to be remembered and on Monday
he was a giant coward. Orton says he did what he had to do to win, but
Cena points out the truth: Bryan won by DQ. Cena spent weeks telling us
that Orton always runs away and takes the easy way out, hoping that Orton
would come to fight at TLC. That’s exactly what happened, but the next
night Orton was taking the easy way out again.

Randy says Bryan isn’t getting another rematch but here’s Daniel with
something to say. He understands Orton is too afraid to give him a
rematch because when Bryan beats him, the myth that Randy Orton is the
best comes tumbling down. On top of that, Bryan knows that when Cena
beats Orton for the title, he’ll get the shot he deserves. Orton says
that’s never going to happen because the Authority won’t allow it. The
fans don’t like that idea but here’s Shield to interrupt some more. Orton
bails to the floor but here’s Punk to even the sides before Shield gets
to the ring. Vickie comes out and makes one heck of a six man for later.

Jack Swagger vs. Big E. Langston

Colter has a sign saying Deport Santa Claus because he’s that awesome.
This is non-title of course and was set up by the tag match from Raw. Zeb



sits in on commentary and talks about confusing Santa Claus with Santa
Anna since they were both singing Feliz Navidad. Langston runs Jack over
to start but Swagger takes him into the corner to take over. A
clothesline gets two and Langston gets caught in a front facelock. Big E.
fights out of the hold and throws Swagger down, setting up the Warrior
Splash for two. Henry runs Cesaro over for no apparent reason and the
distraction lets Big E. hit the Big Ending for the pin at 2:54.

Tamina Snuka vs. Brie Bella

AJ sits in on commentary and we get a clip of that great superkick to
Nikki from Raw. Brie hits a quick cross body for two and sends Tamina out
to the floor before slapping Snuka in the face. Tamina slams Brie down
and kicks her in the ribs a few times. A knee drop gets the same as AJ
wants to know why she has to keep defending against the same girls over
and over. Cole asks if Tamina could get a shot but AJ says Tamina knows
where her bread is buttered. “And she should know because I make a mean
breakfast.”

Brie comes back with a running knee to the face and a middle rope
dropkick. Cole talks about Brie getting engaged on the season finale of
Total Divas, giving AJ this great jab: “She’s engaged? That should make
her #1 contender!” As a follow up Cole asks if AJ has been asked to be
part of season two. “No. I was hugged as a child and don’t need the
attention.” Tamina comes back with a superkick but the Superfly Splash
hits knees, giving Brie the rollup pin at 3:04.

Rating: C-. The match was nothing special outside of that superkick but
AJ’s commentary made this far more entertaining. The line about making
Tamina breakfast got a laugh out of me and everything she said about the
reality show is true. Why should she keep defending the title against the
same girls she’s beaten time after time? Some of the comments she made
could be planting seeds for Tamina to turn on her as well which makes
things more interesting.



Brie shoves AJ down post match.

Sin Cara vs. Drew McIntyre

Drew is quickly sent over the top rope, followed by a nice flip dive by
the masked man. Back inside and a high cross body gets two on McIntyre
but he throws Sin down. A knee drop has Cara in trouble but he jumps over
Drew in the corner and armdrags him down. I can’t imagine how badly the
original Sin Cara would have botched that. A handspring elbow gets two on
McIntyre before a kick to the head sets up a Swanton Bomb for the pin at
2:05. Just a step above a squash here. JBL gets in his line about how
it’s like a new Sin Cara.

Brodus Clay vs. Tensai

Tensai takes him into the corner and drives shoulders into Brodus’ ample
gut. A clothesline drops Clay but he avoids the backsplash. Clay hits a
pair of splashes in the corner and a running splash gets two. Another
splash gets no cover and Brodus does the dinosaur claws dance. Cue the
Funkadactyls with Xavier Woods for the distraction and, say it with me,
Tensai rolls Brodus up for the pin at 1:45. I have no idea how this is
supposed to help either guy but I’m sure it will be explained to me
later.

Tensai and Woods beat up Brodus post match, setting up a dance party.

Cody Rhodes/Goldust vs. Wyatt Family

Non-title again, meaning you can probably pencil in the brothers for a
loss. Goldust and Erick get things going but Rowan doesn’t move for the
deep breath. Instead Goldust punches the mask off of him, only to get
shoulder blocked down. Goldust comes back with some right hands, sending
Rowan off to the corner for the tag to Harper. Off to Cody who brings
Harper into the champions’ corner before bringing Goldust right back in.



Luke takes over with some uppercuts to the jaw and drags Goldust out to
the corner for the tag to Rowan. Erick is at the top of his weak
offensive game here with choking, stomping and right hands. Harper comes
back in with an uppercut for two with that disturbing look on his face.
Goldust fights back but misses a cross body, sending him out to the floor
and right in front of Wyatt as we take a break.

Back with Harper Gator rolling Goldust as Cole asks about Sister Abigail.
Rowan comes back in for a claw hold and a big toss across the ring.
Goldust finally gets an elbow up in the corner to stop a charging Rowan
but Harper breaks up the hot tag attempt. A DDT puts Harper down a second
later and there’s the tag off to Rhodes.

Cody speeds things up with a springboard missile dropkick followed by the
Disaster Kick to Harper. The moonsault press gets two but Rowan makes the
save. Goldust sends him to the floor and dives off the apron to take him
down, but Wyatt hits a quick big boot to Goldust’s jaw. Harper picks Cody
up by the ears (this guy really is evil) and takes his head off with the
discus lariat for the pin at 11:04 shown of 14:34.

Rating: C+. The losing streak is here and there’s nothing that can be
done about it. These recurring ideas are all the proof you need that a
change in the booking is desperately needed. Earlier tonight we had the
distraction into the rollup and now we have the losing streak. That’s
roughly 40% of all the ideas they have and they used them in less than
half an hour.

Post match Bray leans upside down in the corner as he goes after Cody,
drawing out Bryan with a chair to take out the Family. He takes Bray down
and pounds away but has to fight off Rowan which allows Bray to escape.

Damien Sandow doesn’t like Christmas. It’s nothing but a bunch of adults
asking for stuff they don’t need, children asking for things they haven’t
earned, and filthy houses with ugly decorations. That’s why he’s going to
cancel Christmas this coming Monday, but he’s cut off by….Miz, who I



thought was a heel. Miz gives him the “really” treatment and says he
knows Santa. They celebrate Santa where he comes from and Sandow couldn’t
carry Santa’s sack.

The Miz vs. Damien Sandow

Miz takes him into the corner to start and scores with some clotheslines.
Sandow tries to get a boot up in the corner but Miz wraps it around the
ropes and kicks at the knee. The Figure Four goes on but Sandow gets to
the rope. A rollup with a handful of trunks is enough to pin Miz at 1:28.
I have no idea what the point of this match was as the promo could have
done the same thing. Mark Henry fighting to save Christmas from the Latin
speaking Sandow Claus is going to be glorious though.

Ad for the History of WWE DVD.

Kofi Kingston vs. Fandango

Kofi gets the jobber entrance as JBL calls Fandango a male Shakira. “His
hips don’t lie.” Cole: “….oh God.” Fandango grabs a headlock to start but
Kofi comes back with a dropkick. A clothesline gets two on Kingston and
Fandango pounds some elbows into Kofi’s chest. We hit the chinlock for a
bit but Kofi avoids a middle rope knee drop. Kofi comes back with some
chops and a dropkick followed by the Boom Drop. Fandango bails to the
floor to avoid Trouble in Paradise and trips Kofi to send him to the mat.
The guillotine legdrop gets the pin at 3:40.

Rating: D. I guess it’s time to push Fandango again and we’re going with
Miz as a face again. Fandango has potential and thankfully his character
has evolved past the point of just dancing and saying his name. Kofi
continues to be in the same spot on the card as always and he’ll still be
over no matter what happens to him.

The Wyatts jump Bryan in the back, presumably taking him out of the six



man later. Bray drops to his knees and says “ashes ashes, we all fall
down.” The Family throws him off a ledge which appeared to be a few feet
high.

Shield vs. CM Punk/John Cena

Still works for me. Punk and Ambrose get things going with CM going after
the arm. Ambrose is driven into the corner and it’s off to Cena for a
shoulder block. The bulldog puts Dean down again and it’s back to Punk
who gets two off a middle rope elbow. We take a break and come back with
Reigns holding Cena for a kick from Rollins. Back to Ambrose to pepper
Cena with with right hands but John belly to back suplexes him to get a
breather.

The rest doesn’t last long though as Reigns comes in with headbutts and a
lot of shouting. There’s the awesome Superman Punch before it’s off to
Rollins for a forearm to Cena’s face. Cena avoids a charge in the corner
but rolls towards Shield, allowing Rollins to tag out to Ambrose. Dean
hits a dropkick up against the ropes before it’s back to Rollins for some
right hands in the corner.

Cena is sat on the top rope but headbutts Rollins down to escape a
superplex. Ambrose comes back in but walks into a tornado DDT. There’s
the hot tag to Punk who takes Ambrose down with a leg lariat and hits a
running knee to Rollins’ chin. Seth rolls to the floor for a suicide dive
followed by the running knee in the corner back inside. The Macho Elbow
looks to set up the GTS but Ambrose breaks it up. Punk drops of them with
the neckbreaker/DDT combo for two on Rollins. Reigns makes the save and
Shield triple teams Punk for the DQ at 9:48 shown of 13:18.

Rating: C+. Good match as you would expect from these guys but the ending
was lame. Cena sold the heck out of that beating by staying down as long
as he did but there might have been more done to him on the floor. This
keeps the Punk vs. Shield going which could keep tying him into the
Authority.



Cena comes in for the save but Reigns hits the spear to take him down.
Punk is about to take the Triple Bomb but Cena makes another save. The
superheroes are in trouble but here’s Big E. Langston for the real save.
Ambrose and Rollins are sent to the floor and we get the showdown between
Langston and Reigns but Punk gets a chair, sending Roman out to the
floor. Shield backs off to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. Langston interfering to end the show is a really
interesting idea as his NXT work has shown how capable he is of being a
monster face. Unfortunately that’s about all that held my interest
tonight other than AJ’s commentary. There’s just nothing here of interest
with a bunch of squashes complete with overdone finishes plus Miz being a
face again for no apparent reason. Not an interesting show here but it
wasn’t the worst two hours ever.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of In Your House at Amazon for just $4
at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Smackdown  –  November  15,
2013: Say It With Me: Meh
Smackdown
Date:  November 15, 2013
Location: Phones4u Arena, Manchester, England
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’re still over in England for the final TV show of the tour. Things are
finally starting to shape up for Survivor Series and not a moment too
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soon. We’re nine days from the PPV and there are only three matches
announced so far. Raw hinted at a traditional Survivor Series match
between Shield and perhaps Bray Wyatt vs. Cody Rhodes/Goldust/Usos which
could be entertaining if not a bit lopsided. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the end of Raw and the big twelve man brawl.

Wyatt Family vs. Usos

As the Family is on on the way to the ring, Cole announces the Family vs.
Punk/Bryan for Survivor Series which should be a good rub for the
monsters. Jey charges at Rowan to stat but takes a knee to the ribs. Off
to Harper who charges into a boot in the corner and it’s off to Jimmy for
a running forearm in the corner. Jey makes a blind tag and Jimmy
superkicks Harper to stagger him back. Harper shrugs it off and punches
Jimmy in the mouth to take over.

Rowan comes in for a neck crank as JBL and Cole talk about Rowan wearing
the mask so “he can be anybody he wants to be.” Jimmy escapes a belly to
back suplex and tags out, only to walk into something resembling a high
collar suplex for two. Jey avoids a seated senton and hits a low
dropkick, only to be launched upside down into the corner. We take a
break and come back with Harper Gator Rolling Jey into a chinlock.

Back to Rowan for a backbreaker as the announcers debate if the Wyatts
are related. Rowan tries a clothesline but walks into a quick enziguri to
put both guys down. The hot tag brings in Jimmy who scores with some
clotheslines to Harper and a running forearm in the corner. A top rope
clothesline sets up a Samoan drop and Harper is in trouble. He explodes
out of the corner to clothesline Jey down but Jimmy makes the save. A
double superkick gets two on Harper and Jimmy dives over the top to take
out Rowan. Jey loads up a dive of his own but walks into the discus
lariat from Harper for the pin at 7:53 shown of 11:23.

Rating: B-. I really liked this as it was your basic power vs. speed
match but well done. The Usos are rapidly becoming the Kofi Kingstons of
the tag division. You can have them lose as many times as you want but
their matches and gimmick are solid enough that they never lose their
heat. The Wyatts looked good as well with Rowan being fine in the generic



monster roll.

Post match the Wyatts circle the Usos for the beatdown and the monsters
are just too much. Bray comes in as well and destroys Jimmy, shouting
that no one judges him. He says at Survivor Series, they’ll show the
world how to leave a scar and teach their victims to never forget
tragedy.

We go back to Raw where Heyman ranted about how stupid Ryback was and
blamed him for the beating at HIAC.

Axel and Ryback are in the back with the monster saying he has no
intention of being in a team with a Paul Heyman guy. If Axel is still
sucking up to Heyman, not only is he teaming up with Axel but he also has
a big problem with him. Axel says he isn’t a Heyman guy anymore but
tonight he needs Ryback.

R-Truth practices his rapping when the Prime Time Players come in to rap
with him and practice the Millions of Dollars dance. Ok then.

Natalya vs. Tamina Snuka

Tamina cost Natalya her Divas Title match on Main Event to set this up.
Natalya charges her into the corner to start but walks into a boot in the
corner. A powerslam puts Tamina down but AJ gets on the apron for a
distraction. Tamina runs into her boss though and the Sharpshooter gets
the submission for Natalya at 1:20.

We look at Orton being chokeslammed through the table on Raw.

The GM’s are in the back with Brad playing Exposition Man to recap the
events from Monday. Vickie tries to explain the power structure which is
made even more confusing when their authority is all secondary to the
Authority.

Prime Time Players/R-Truth vs. Union Jacks

The Jacks are 3MB and described by JBL as Austin Powers crossed with the
Mean Street Posse. Titus and Mahal get things going as Cole calls Jinder
a “Jack-ette”. Titus throws Mahal around but Drew makes a blind tag and



kicks O’Neal down. Back to Mahal with a jumping knee to the face for two
before it’s off to Slater for some forearms to the back. We hit the
chinlock until Titus fights up and runs Slater over, allowing for the hot
tag to Truth. Cole: “Truth getting jiggy with it!” Everything breaks down
and Little Jimmy gets the pin on Slater at 3:43.

Rating: D+. Apparently this was a rematch from Main Event where the Band
won. Not that it matters much but at least we had a reason for the match
to exist. This was another match where the fans got to have some fun with
the rapping and dancing and there’s nothing wrong with that at all.

Post match the winners dance in Union Jack flags.

Time for some arm wrestling! Alberto has challenged Cena to one of the
all time stupid contests which has gone the same way every time in
wrestling history. Cena agrees to the challenge and says let’s do it
while turning his hat around backwards. A guy in a Superman outfit
approves so we’re ready to go. Cena, with the good right arm, wins in
about half a second. Del Rio wants a rematch and loses just as fast.
Alberto punches Cena while the hands are still locked and puts Cena
through the table. What a waste of time this was.

Funkadactyls vs. Bella Twins

Cameron elbows Nikki down to start but gets caught in an Alabama Slam
(surprising pop for that) for two. Cameron gets up two feet in the corner
and gets two off a middle rope cross body. Off to Naomi who pounds on
Nikki until she tags out to Brie. Not that it matters much as the Rear
View is enough pin pin Brie at 2:34. I’m almost positive that Chimmel
called the winners the “Funky Jiggles.” I went back and listened to it
twice and it was definitely two words. Might have been a rib of some
kind.

Daniel Bryan and CM Punk are with Renee Young in the back and answer
every question with YES. Bryan refers to the team as the Beard and the
Best which Punk says Bray will hate. Punk says they’re going through the
Family at Survivor Series then cutting off the snake’s head.

Great Khali vs. Hunico/Camacho



Hunico still has a job??? Camacho gets clotheslined down to start and
there’s the loud chop in the corner. Hunico comes in as well and gets
destroyed with ease before the Punjabi Plunge ends Hunico at 1:15.
Complete squash.

The Raw ReBound recaps the opening segment with Orton going through the
table.

Daniel Bryan/CM Punk vs. Ryback/Curtis Axel

Axel and Punk get us going and Cole sums up Axel’s title reign in a
single statement: “Axel’s victory over Dolph Ziggler on Raw was a career
changer.” The Intercontinental Champion’s career was defined by beating a
jobber to the stars clean in a meaningless, non-title match on Raw. Let
that sink in for a minute and it sums up the state of the midcard and a
lot of WWE as a whole.

Axel grabs a headlock to get things going but gets sent into the ropes
for a hard knee to the ribs. Off to Bryan who cranks on the arm but
Ryback gets the tag and takes Bryan into the corner. Bryan catches him
with a drop toehold into the middle buckle and the good guys double
dropkick Ryback down for less than a one count. A slam puts Punk back
down though and it’s off to Curtis for a two count.

We hit the chinlock until Punk suplexes his way out and hits the running
knee in the corner. Ryback pulls Axel to the floor before Punk can launch
a Macho Elbow. Instead the good guys hit stereo suicide dives/FLYING
GOATS to take them both down. We take a break and come back with Axel
charging into Punk’s boot in the corner. Ryback comes in again with a
delayed vertical suplex and a legdrop for two. Back to Axel who gets
caught in a small package for two but cranks on an armbar before the hot
tag can go through.

Punk is dragged back to the heel corner and pounded down but he comes out
with the swinging neckbreaker, allowing for the hot tag off to Bryan.
Things speed up with Ryback being taken down by the running clothesline.
Bryan goes after Ryback’s leg and fires off the kicks to the chest. The
big kick to the head gets two as Axel saves, only to be taken down to the
floor by Punk. There’s the YES Lock on Ryback and we lose the lights.



We’ll say that ends the match at 9:40 shown of 13:10.

Rating: C. Not bad here but the ending was pretty obvious given that
Smackdown is just a blue version of Raw anymore. Axel continues to be
decent in the ring but there’s no way to buy him as a threat to anyone
given how many times Punk beat him. Ryback would be fine if he was
allowed to be himself and win some matches for a change. Punk/Bryan vs.
the Wyatts should be good, but Punk and Bryan don’t have as much
chemistry as you would expect.

The lights come back on but Bryan and Punk are nowhere to be seen. The
Wyatts look around but it’s just an out cold Ryback and Axel left in the
ring with the monsters. Ryback gets up and shoves Axel into Harper,
earning the Intercontinental Champion a beatdown. Even when he doesn’t
job he gets beaten down. Ryback gets back up and tries to save his
partner but two power guys are better than one, leading to another
beatdown. With Bray stomping on the former Heyman guys, Punk and Bryan
sneak out from under the ring and gets in some cheap shots before running
to the stage to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. The show wasn’t great but it was far less painful than
some of the stuff we had to sit through on Monday. That being said, we
still barely have anything new for the PPV as the tag match had been
announced earlier in the week. As usual, the show wasn’t necessary
viewing but it isn’t the worst use of two hours. At least we didn’t have
to waste a bunch of time on recaps this time, which is a major step up
from Raw.

Results

Wyatt Family b. Usos – Discus lariat to Jimmy

Natalya b. Tamina Snuka – Sharpshooter

Prime Time Players/R-Truth b. Union Jacks – Little Jimmy to Slater

Funkadactyls b. Bella Twins – Rear View to Brie

Great Khali b. Hunico/Camacho – Punjabi Plunge to Hunico



CM Punk/Daniel Bryan vs. Ryback/Curtis Axel went to a no contest when the
Wyatt Family interfered

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

WWE’s Latest Dumb Ideas
These  people astound me at times. 1. Apparently Vince doesn’t
like Sami Zayn going to the top rope and playing to the crowd
so much.  He’s probably right.  I mean, guys like Sting,
Hogan,  Austin  and  Rock  played  to  the  crowds  their  entire
careers.  Why would you want to be like them when you could be
like Miz or Kofi Kingston?

 

2. The other idea is to split up the Bellas and have Nikki and
Brie in a corner for a Cena vs. Bryan rematch.  You know,
because the Bellas get such HUGE reactions in their singles
matches and have such breakout personalities that everyone can
tell them apart right?  I mean, if there’s anything missing
from John Cena vs. Daniel Bryan’s A+ match at Summerslam, it
was a soulless reality “star” in both of their corners.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/10/24/wwes-latest-dumb-ideas/


A Bit More On AJ vs. Total
Divas
Odds  are most of you haven’t seen every episode of Total
Divas.  If they make the Total Divas the faces in this, here’s
what they’re going to have to overcome from the “reality”
show. Nataya – The most insecure, whiny person of all time. 
Every episode so far has seen her complain about something,
ranging from not getting on Wrestlemania to having to babysit
the  new  girls  to  her  love  life.   Some  of  it  is  indeed
justified, but GET OVER IT already.  For someone who was
raised to be in the business and is clearly the best in ring
worker from the show, she has a lot of things to whine about.

Trinity/Naomi – She’s the second best in the ring and one of
the more likeable girls on the show, but at the end of the day
she’s a cheerleader and little more.  At the end of the day
though  she’s  loud  and  a  bit  annoying  without  enough
personality to really stand out.  She’d be ok to push on her
own and that’s about as good as I can say about her.

 

That more or less ends the good stuff to say about the cast.

 

Jojo – Uh…..she exists.  Seriously, she has no personality
because she has no screen time on the show.  She seems nice
but there’s nothing to her.

 

Eva  Marie  –  The  epitome  of  what’s  wrong  with  the  Divas’
division: she’s annoying, she can’t do a thing in the ring and
she’s  loud,  meaning  she’s  being  pushed.   The  first  few
episodes focused on her bucking authority and lying to get to

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/08/27/a-bit-more-on-aj-vs-total-divas/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/08/27/a-bit-more-on-aj-vs-total-divas/


the top of the division.  She looks good and the red hair
helps a lot, but we’ve seen her as a lying manipulative witch
who got engaged and then was flirting with Fandango to get a
spot on the main roster later that night.  Quite a hero.

 

Bella Twins – Yeah they’re different on the show but on Raw
they might as well be the same person.  These two are EVIL on
the show but the worst part about them is they seem very
materialistic.  For instance, we spent a full episode with the
Bellas going to Cena’s Tampa mansion and then Daniel Bryan’s
childhood home in Washington.  While Cena’s place could have
been a stand-in for Wayne Manor, Bryan lived in a modest
house.  By modest, I mean a house that almost any sane person
would be fine spending forty years of their lives in.  Brie
Bella’s recommendation: TEAR IT TO THE GROUND because it’s not
big enough.  You know, because everyone should be able to
afford  a  multi-million  dollar  mansion  with  its  own  water
slide.  Brie is also the person moving to Arizona to spend
more time with her dog.

 

Ariane/Cameron – This is the one that drives me the craziest. 
She’s loud, self-obsessed, cares about her looks more than
anything  else,  whines  about  EVERYTHING,  and  talks  like  a
stupid 15 year old girl.  For instance she wanted to get
breast implants and spent the entire episode referring to them
as  her  *cue  stereotypical  California  valley  girl  accent*
bewwwwwwwwwwwwwbies.  Basically she’s Laycool but FAR less
charming.

 

These are the people that we might have to cheer against AJ. 
For the love of all things good and holy, please let that be
the case.  It would be GLORIOUS.



Total Divas Is GLORIOUS
If  you can, make sure to catch the replay of this.  It’s one
of the funniest shows I’ve seen in years and is far more of a
train wreck than the previews made it out to be.  Find a copy
of it and kick back for an hour because it’s the funniest
thing a wrestling fan has seen in a long time.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/07/28/total-divas-is-glorious/

