NXT — March 18, 2015: Road
Trip!

NXT
Date: March 18, 2015
Location: LC Pavilion, Columbus, Ohio

Commentators: Jason Albert, Corey Graves, Rich Brennan

This is a very interesting show as we have matches from outside the NXT
Arena for the first time. A few weeks back, NXT held some shows in
Columbus, Ohio as part of the Arnold Sports Festival and the matches were
recorded for TV. Other than that we also have Owens vs. Riley in a
showdown over Owens being a bully. Let’s get to it.

The opening video talks about being in Columbus and previews the major
events tonight.

Opening video.

The arena looks similar but there are a lot more seats opposite the
Titantron. The wrestlers have to come down some steps off to the side
instead of a ramp as well. Finally the cameras are facing the Titantron
instead of having it on the right.

Kalisto vs. Tyler Breeze

Breeze main events one week and jerks the curtain the next? Kalisto takes
him to the mat but Breeze bails to the ropes like a heel should. Fans:
“WATCH THE FACE!” It's a really good sign if the fans are just as hot on
the road. They trade leapfrogs until Kalisto does his hand want into a
headscissors, followed by a big flipping wrist drag. He tries to fly a
bit too much though and gets dropkicked out of the air for a delayed two.

Breeze rips at the mask and puts on a chinlock as we take a break. Back
with Kalisto fighting back but not being able to hit the Salida Del Sol.
Instead he dives into the Supermodel Kick for two and Breeze is getting

frustrated. Kalisto knocks him down again and nails a 450 but Breeze 1is
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right next to the ropes. Salida Del Sol is countered again and the Beauty
Shot is good for the pin at 10:07.

Rating: C+. Breeze has been on a roll lately and I'm digging his matches
more and more every time. I wouldn’t mind seeing him move up a bit higher
on the card, but I don’t see him fighting Owens or anything like that.
Kalisto is great as a high flier and could be something special if he's

put on the main roster.

We recap Owens vs. Riley, which is entirely built around Owens being a
bully and Riley wanting to stand up to him. Riley has come out of
retirement to fight Owens and proved himself against CJ Parker last week.

Hometown girl Alexa Bliss promises to show Sasha Banks what she’s made
of.

Video on the WWE Experience at the Arnold Sports Festival as well as
their visit to a children’s hospital and HHH being inducted into the
International Sports Hall of Fame. Also includes are clips of Hogan and
Flair appearing. Hulk Hogan showed up and thought being NXT Champion
sounded good.

Finn Balor tells Alex Riley he’ll be watching tonight. Riley is ready for
Owens but Balor tells him not to take Owens lightly. We haven’t seen Zayn
or Neville since Owens hut them and Riley could be next.

Video of HHH talking about what it means to expand and the potential of
NXT as a touring brand.

Colin Cassady vs. Wesley Blake

Carmella is with Enzo and Cass and is booed out of the building. Cass
says they’re at Arnold Sports Festival where people like to pump weights,
but Cass and Enzo like to pump fists. “As for the Australian guy, why
don’t you didgeridoo yourself a favor a skedaddle?” Cass sends him into
the corner to start and the fans declare Blake SAWFT. Wesley runs the
ropes but charges into a knee to the ribs as the fans want Blue Pants. I
can’'t say I blame them.

A springboard spinning forearm gets two for Blake and we hit the



chinlock. Colin fights up and stomps away in the corner, setting up a
side slam. Murphy gets up on the apron and Carmella gets up to yell at
him, only to have Cass boot him down. Carmella goes down at the same time
though, allowing Blake to roll Cass up and grab the trunks for the pin at
3:55.

Rating: D+. This was nothing special but it advanced the stories. If
nothing else it might be a step towards getting Carmella away from the
guys, which would be better for everyone involved. There'’s potential in
Carmella, but not as a face and not with Enzo and Cass. Thankfully this
isn’'t WWE where they would just take her off TV and blame her for what
happened.

Video on bodybuilder Dana Brooke who has signed with NXT.
Alexa Bliss vs. Sasha Banks

Non-title. Sasha is nailing the charisma at this point and is ready to be
on the main show. Sasha goes after the nose, which she broke to put Bliss
on the shelf for months. The double knees out of the corner gets two and
we hit the chinlock. Alexa fights up and moonsaults into a double knee of
her own before the Booker T. spinning sunset flip out of the corner gets
two. Sasha bails to the floor so Alexa dives out onto her, only to be
sent into the apron. Bliss quickly posts her though and wins by countout
at 3:18.

Rating: C-. Bliss has gotten a lot better in a hurry and seems to be the
next project of the division. I still think Bayley is the one to take the
title off of Banks (if nothing else because I want to see the fans lose
their collective minds) but Bliss is a good choice for a lower level
challenger for now. Also, points for not jobbing her in her hometown or
having the champ get pinned.

Kevin Owens is ready for Riley but is looking forward to facing Balor as
well.

Alexa is happy with her win but Sasha comes in to say that wasn’t a pin.
Regal pops up and makes the title match for next week.



Alex Riley vs. Kevin Owens

Non-title. The fans chant for Owens to start as they shove each other
around. The champ knocks him down and hammers Riley in the back and the
fans call Owens Mr. Wrestling. Riley nails a dropkick but gets sent hard
into the corner. There's the Cannonball for two before Owens puts on the
chinlock. Riley gets up though and blasts Owens with a right hand,
sending him out to the apron.

Another right hand puts him on the floor but Owens is ticked off. Back in
and Owens misses another Cannonball, setting up a spinebuster for two.
Riley hits the ropes on a missed crossbody, setting up three straight
backsplashes. Instead of covering though, Owens sends him back out to the
floor. Back in again and the pop up powerbomb gives Kevin the pin at
6:00.

Rating: C+. This was exactly what it should have been with Owens getting
rocked a few times but never being in any serious danger. Riley got to
try but gets beaten up in the end and Owens gets to look like a killer
all over again. Good stuff here and nothing great, which was pretty much

exactly the idea.

Owens goes after Riley post match but Finn Balor comes out to stare him
down. Kevin reaches for Riley again but Balor dives off the stage
(nothing that great as it’s not a high stage) take him down. They head
inside but Owens bails before Balor can hit the top rope double stomp.
The champ bails but makes sure to get in a cheap shot on Riley because
he’s a great villain.

Overall Rating: C+. This wasn’'t a spectacular episode, but it was a very
successful experiment. The crowd was great on their first trip outside of
Florida and that’s the best news NXT could have. As for the actual
content, this was little more than a preview for next week, but it still
worked well enough. Balor vs. Owens could be a lot of fun if they let
them beat on each other for fifteen minutes. Good show here and hopefully

the first of many road trips.

Results



Tyler Breeze b. Kalisto — Beauty Shot

Buddy Murphy b. Wesley Blake — Rollup with a handful of trunks

Alexa Bliss b. Sasha Banks via countout

Kevin Owens b. Alex Riley — Pop up powerbomb

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book on
the History of Saturday Night'’s Main Event at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOOSATPVKW

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

NXT — March 11, 2015: There’s
Always Next Week

NXT

Date: March 11, 2015

Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Corey Graves, Tom Phillips, Jason Albert

Things are starting to pick up again in NXT as commentator Alex Riley 1is
coming after NXT Champion Kevin Owens for bullying him on commentary
recently. First up for Riley is CJ Parker, as Alex has to earn a shot at
the champ. Other than that we’re waiting on the return of Sami Zayn and
the Finn Balor showdown with Owens for the title. In other words, no one

likes Owens except the audience. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.
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Enzo Amore/Colin Cassady vs. Lucha Dragons

No Carmella this week. Enzo thinks the Dragons are more like the Geico
Lizards. Cass: “Either save us 15% or more or get out of our way!” When I
grow up, I want to be Enzo’s beard. Enzo and Kalisto get things going as
the fans duel between “GEICO LIZARDS!” and “FIFTEEN PERCENT!” Kalisto
grabs an armbar to take Enzo down and it'’s quickly off to Cara, who slams
his partner into a senton on Amore for two. The tag brings in Big Cass
who shows Cara how to throw your partner around.

Enzo comes back in but gets kicked away, allowing the hot tag to Kalisto
as things speed up. The Dragons take over again as this is going longer
than your average opening match on this show. Everything breaks down with
Enzo and Cass going outside. Cass shoves his buddy away to take the
double dive but is still able to break up the swanton from Cara. He does
the smart thing by dragging Enzo over for the tag and the East River
Crossing plants Kalisto, setting up a Rocket Launcher from Amore for the
pin at 5:40.

Rating: C-. The match dragged a bit but you have to give Amore and Cass a
win or two here and there to set up their title program down the line.
Cass is big and strong enough to make up for Amore and they have great
comedic chemistry together. Also, notice how much more into them the fans
were without Carmella at ringside. NXT gets that logical thinking thing
while it’'s totally lost on WWE.

Next week we see matches from NXT at the Arnold Sports Festival in
Columbus, Ohio.

Video on Alex Riley.
Video on Kevin Owens’ dominance.

Alexa Bliss vs. Carmella

Carmella throws her away from a headlock to start but Bliss grabs the arm
to take over. Alexa misses a charge into the corner so Carmella just
hammers her in the face. The fans aren’t exactly interested in having
Carmella out there. We hit the body scissors on Bliss before Carmella



drives her back into the corner. This really isn’t much to see so far.
Bliss comes back with some forearms and a flip splash for two, followed
by a spinning splash from the top (the Sparkle Splash) for the pin at
5:03.

Rating: D+. These two aren’t exactly on Charlotte and Banks’ level. The
fans flat out do not like Carmella and it’s definitely good to keep her
apart from Enzo and Cass. Bliss isn’t great but she’s adorable and can
carry herself well enough in the ring. To be fair though, I never thought
much of Sasha or Charlotte at first and they’ve turned out great.

Alex Riley gives a very serious speech about being stuck in a cage for
two years and constantly being told “maybe next week kid.” Owens talks
about having a wife and kids but Riley’s family is in that arena. It’s
time to fight for his family. Really good stuff from Riley here and I've
always been a fan of his. I always thought it was a waste of his talents
to put him behind a mic for so long but at least he’s getting back in the

ring now.

Breeze says this didn’t have to get ugly with Itami. “Well you were

involved so maybe it did have to get ugly.”

CJ Parker vs. Alex Riley

Riley’s entrance cuts off Parker complaining about the world. Riley is
still in shape but his face makes him look a bit homeless. Parker’s
headlock doesn’t get him very far as Riley comes back with a nice
dropkick. The TKO is countered though and Parker lays in some left hands.
The Third Eye is countered with a backdrop and Riley nails a hard
clothesline. Something like John Morrison’s flip neckbreaker puts Parker
down again and a Blockbuster is good for the pin at 3:20.

Rating: C-. Not terrible here but Riley had some ring rust. That'’s the
point of something like developmental but he needs to do some more before
he’s ready to make it onto the main roster. I'm hoping he uses the TKO
again instead of a Blockbuster as a few people are using that one
already.

Post match Kevin Owens comes out and calls Alex Riley the dumbest man in



NXT. Riley gave up his commentary career just so Riley can destroy his in
ring career too. Owens hasn’t forgotten about Finn Balor either.

Tyler Breeze vs. Hideo Itami

Rematch from Rival. Breeze heads to the floor to start and says this
won’'t be like last time. He does it a second time and the fans keep
booing. 0ld style heat still works. Back in and Breeze drives Itami into
the corner for some shoulders to the ribs but Itami kicks him right to
the floor. Itami throws him back inside for a running knee in the corner
and the tornado DDT into a guillotine. He goes back up but gets crotched
this time, giving Tyler his first real advantage.

The fans think Itami is gorgeous as Breeze drops a leg and puts on a
chinlock. Back from a break with Itami punching Breeze away and hitting a
top rope dropkick to put both guys down. A leg trip sends Breeze to the
floor and a big kick gets two. Itami kicks him in the face but walks into
the Supermodel Kick for two.

Breeze gets pulled face first into the post while trying to crotch Itami,
setting up a top rope knee to the back of the head. Breeze gets up again
though and Itami is getting mad. The fans call for the GTS but have to
settle for a hard series of strikes instead. Itami misses a running
dropkick in the corner though and the Beauty Shot is good for the pin on
Hideo at 11:25.

Rating: B-. That’s a surprising ending but I like it better than just
giving Itami the pin. The problem with Breeze was that he kept putting
people over and it stops meaning anything after so many times. This win
gives him some credibility back and makes future wins over him mean more.
In other words, it’s trading in the short term for the long term, and
that’s rarely a bad thing.

Overall Rating: C+. This was solid enough for the most part and I really
like that we’re getting the short term stories instead of the major stuff
every week. Riley vs. Owens isn’t the biggest feud in the world, but it
lets the anticipation for Owens vs. Balor and eventually Owens vs. Zayn
build up instead of just blowing through them immediately. Another thing
that NXT understands better than WWE is you don’t have to get everything



in by a certain date, at least not most of the time. Take the extra time,
because as HHH said on Austin’s podcast, there’s always next week.

Results

Enzo Amore/Colin Cassady b. Lucha Dragons — Rocket Launcher to Kalisto
Alexa Bliss b. Carmella — Sparkle Splash

Alex Riley b. CJ Parker — Blockbuster

Tyler Breeze b. Hideo Itami — Beauty Shot

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book on
the History of Saturday Night’s Main Event at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOOSATPVKW

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

NXT — January 1, 2015: The
Anti-Raw

NXT

Date: January 1, 2015

Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Rich Brennan, Renee Young, Corey Graves

We’'re starting a new year here and Sami Zayn is still on the shelf due to
his attack at the hands of Kevin Owens. Last week was the Best of 2014
special with the only plot advancement being Charlotte defeating Sasha


http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00SATPVKW
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/01/01/nxt-january-1-2015-the-anti-raw/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/01/01/nxt-january-1-2015-the-anti-raw/

Banks in an R-Evolution rematch. I'm sure there will be other rematches
in the future so let’'s get to it.

Opening sequence.

Lucha Dragons vs. Jason Jordan/Tye Dillinger

Non-title. Dillinger chops Kalisto up against the ropes to start so
Kalisto comes back with a three bounce springboard armdrag. Off to Jordan
who tries the different approach of a release fall away slam to put the
champions in early trouble. Jordan mockingly bows to Cara on the apron to
allow some cheating. Renee keeps talking about how pretty the villains

are but still manages to be adorable. That takes talent.

Dillinger slams Kalisto down again and draws a nice Tye chant. Back up
and Kalisto flips forward to escape a backdrop and the hot tag brings in
Cara. Everything breaks down and Kalisto takes Jordan out with a
corkscrew dive, allowing Cara to hit a super victory roll for the pin on
Dillinger at 3:07.

Rating: C. Standard pairing here but the match worked well enough.
Dillinger and Jordan are fine for a pretty boy team with some nice
technical skills. If nothing else they’re much better in this role than
as the second (and more talented) version of the American Males. The
Dragons need some better competition though as this is getting a little
repetitive.

The Vaudevillains come out and jump the champions post match.

CJ Parker is worried about facing Baron Corbin but Bull Dempsey comes in
and tells him that taking down Corbin is for the better good. This
sounded a bit like a bounty.

NXT moves back to Wednesdays in two weeks.

Enzo and Cass are here to introduce Carmella’s opponent and the BLUE
PANTS chant is just ridiculous. The guys give her an over the top
entrance, complete with superlatives and a hummed theme song. Cass:
“Inspired by Sami Zayn and straight from the discount rack!” Enzo: “Since

we have last seen Blue Pants, she has met up with Steve and gotten a



Blue’'s Clue.”

Carmella vs. Blue Pants

Carmella runs her over and steps on Blue Pants’s hair, thus freaking
Renee out again. Enzo gets on the apron and....dances I think? The
distraction lets Blue Pants grab a small package and BLUE PANTS WINS!!!
Cass: “DUH-DUH-DA-DA!” Match ran 1:13.

This is another reason I love NXT: if this sort of reaction took place on
Raw, WWE would make sure to either destroy Blue Pants and have people
make stupid jokes about her or never bring her back in the first place.
Here they give her a win to advance a story. The audience is happy, Blue
Pants doesn’t have to go anywhere else (though she could) and Carmella’s
story is advanced. What more can you ask for?

Carmella is mad at Enzo post match but Cass breaks it up.

Baron Corbin vs. CJ Parker

Parker’s sign: “You can break my sign but you’ll never break my spirit.”
Fans: “BREAK HIS SPIRIT!” Bull Dempsey is at ringside and watches snake
eyes and a big boot set up End of Days for the pin at 0:29.

Post match Corbin asks if Dempsey is going to stand there or if they’re

going to do this. Dempsey goes after him but referees quickly break it
up.

Regal announces that Sami Zayn will be back next week. Curtis Axel comes
in and says he’s barging in on Regal’s interview. The boss never got back
to him, even though Axel is a former Intercontinental Champion who has
beaten HHH and John Cena. That sounds good to Regal and he makes Axel vs.
Itami next week. Regal just made an announcement and a match for next
week. His total time on screen: 74 seconds.

Here’'s Charlotte for a chat. She’s asked what her new challenge will be
and the Blue Pants chant starts up. Charlotte tells the crowd to not
chant while she’s talking, even though she wasn’t saying anything yet.
NXT is revolutionizing women’s wrestling but she’s beaten Sasha Banks

twice now. Cue Banks and Lynch to surround her but Natalya comes out for



the save before anything happens. That was a very odd response to the
fans from Charlotte when she’'s clearly been a face for at least a month

now.
The Vaudevillains get their title rematch next week.

We get a video from Sami, who is home for the holidays but doesn’t know
what to say about what’s happened to him. He worked so hard to win the
NXT Title but he can only think about Kevin Owens. When he comes back
he’ll say everything to the fans and to Owens himself. This was shot with
a handheld camera instead of a professional camera and it gave the video
a much more realistic and gritty feel.

Kevin Owens sits down with Renee Young. He didn’t steal anyone’s moment
because Sami got his big celebration. That’s enough of the interview for
him though because he doesn’t like being accused of things.

Hideo Itami/Finn Balor vs. Ascension

I know Balor’s face paint (not here this time) got all the attention but
I really like Hideo’s gi inspired attire. They go at it immediately with
the dream team taking over. Ascension bails before the seated corner
dropkicks can connect until it settles down to Viktor vs. Balor. Finn
charges into the corner with a running chop before it’s off to Itami, who
the fans are really excited to see.

Back to Finn for more forearms and chops before Itami drops a knee for
two. We hit the chinlock on Viktor as a Hideo chant starts up. Finn does
a nice jump over the ropes to avoid a charging Viktor before kicking
Konnor off the apron. The distraction lets Viktor get in a big uppercut

to knock Balor outside though as we take a break.

Balor fights out of a chinlock from Konnor but the Ascension uses their
old school double team beatdown to keep him in trouble. It worked for the
LOD and Demolition so why not here? Off to a reverse chinlock from Konnor
for a bit before a big uppercut gets two. Finn gets spiked like a
football to break up a hot tag attempt as the beating continues. Slugging
it out with Viktor goes as well as you would expect it to go so it'’s back
to Konnor to just hammer Balor in the head.



The Pele Kick finally gives Finn an opening and the double tag brings in
Itami and Viktor as things speed up. Hideo snaps Viktor’s neck across the
top rope and scores with a top rope clothesline, only to walk into an STO
for two. Itami teases the GTS again to another big reaction (and a GTS
chant) but Konnor makes the save. Finn takes Konnor to the floor, leaving
Itami to kick Viktor in the head for the pin at 16:15.

Rating: B-. I liked this one a bit more than the first match, even though
I'm not sure why this match needed to exist. It’s basically the same
thing they did in the first match but with less hype. I still liked it a
good deal though and it was more than enough for a TV main event. The
reaction to Itami is a very good sign though as I don’t remember people
being into him like that since his debut. Also he was showing a more
varied offense here and not just kicking all the time so he’s growing in

the ring. Good signs all around.

Overall Rating: B. Story advancement, matches made for next week,
everything moving. This show is the anti-Raw and it still gets more done
in an hour than Raw can get done in three. Sami coming back to face Owens
is going to be great and you can imagine how awesome their promos are
going to be before setting up the big showdown. Really good and fun show
this week that got a lot done in a little time.

Results

Lucha Dragons b. Tye Dillinger/Jason Jordan — Super victory roll to
Dillinger

Blue Pants b. Carmella — Small package

Baron Corbin b. CJ Parker — End of Days

Hideo Itami/Finn Balor b. Ascension — Kick to Viktor'’s head

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book on
the History of the Royal Rumble at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOOPZ1GR7E



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00PZ1GR7E

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

NXT — October 30, 2014: Help!
He Needs Somebody. Not Just
Anybody.

NXT

Date: October 30, 2014

Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Jason Albert, Renee Young, Rich Brennan

We're getting very close to the next big show and Sami’s road to the
title is on fire. Other than that the main story is Hideo Itami having to
face the Ascension on his own which hasn’t been working all that well for
him. Things are starting to pick back up around here and it’s made things
much easier to get through. Let’s get to it.

Sami says he hasn’t won the big one yet but he’s still on the road to
redemption. Titus O’'Neil comes in and says he’s the next challenger on
the way. They agree to a match, presumably tonight.

Opening sequence.

Tag Team Battle Royal

Vaudevillains, Colin Cassady/Enzo Amore, Ascension, Tye Dillinger/Jason
Jordan, Buddy Murphy/Wesley Blake

Winners get a title shot and if one member is out, the whole team is out.
It’s the usual brawl to start with the Vaudevillains having to slide back
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under the ropes early on. Dillinger rips off a chop to Amore but Big Cass
makes a save. We get back to the brawling with Gotch saving himself over
and over. There aren’t any eliminations yet and we’re coming up on four
minutes into the match. Blake/Murphy and Dillinger/Jordan are in trouble

but the Ascension dumps all four guys at once.

The Vaudevillains bail to the floor, leaving Cassady and Amore to fight
the monsters. Enzo jumps on Viktor’s back and hammers away, only to walk
into an STO. Cassady fights back as the Vaudevillains come back in. Well
crawl to the apron at least. Enzo and Cass are thrown into each other for
an elimination and here comes Hideo Itami to stand on the stage. The
distraction lets the Vaudevillains dump the Ascension for the surprise
win at 6:28.

Rating: C-. Eh it’s a battle royal so what are you looking for here? The
Vaudevillains are the best option here as they’re over with the crowd and
a unique act so why not give them the shot? Itami helping is a good idea
and since it’s been awhile since the last distraction win, the ending

didn’t make me roll my eyes as much.

Itami comes in after the match but gets laid out again. Konor tells him
to go back to Japan or they’ll send him back in a box.

Emma vs. Carmella

Carmella’s line: “Bada bing, hottest chick in the ring.” A quick rollup
gets two on Emma but she drops down next to Carmella on an Irish whip.
Carmella stomps away in the corner as the announcers suggest costumes for
Albert. She stops to check her nails while choking Emma on the ropes
(Albert: “Renee are they real?” Renee: “Uhhhhh.....”) before putting on a
bodyscissors. Emma blocks a kick and Carmella panics, allowing Emma to
take over with clotheslines, followed by the Dilemma. The Emma Sandwich
gets two but Carmella trips her up and puts on the crossface with her
legs for the submission at 4:57.

Rating: C. Not bad here with Carmella being another decent character to
help fill out the division. NXT’'s women’s division is so much better than
WWE’s in terms of developing personalities for the girls. Yeah Carmella’s

character may be very stereotypical, but it’s unique for the division and



is something different than some chick that just happens to wrestle.

Bull Dempsey vs. Justin Gabriel

Apparently Dempsey didn’t cry at the end of 0Old Yeller. Dempsey easily
stomps away as someone tries to start a Sawyer Fulton chant for some
reason. A side slam gets two on Justin and Bull just hammers on the head.
We hit the chinlock for a bit before Justin counters into a reverse DDT.
A moonsault gets two for Justin but he dives into a backdrop, setting up
a running Vader body attack. Bull’'s top rope headbutt gets the pin at
3:47.

Rating: D+. I'm getting a Bam Bam Bigelow vibe from Dempsey minus a lot
of the high flying stuff. He’s not great in the ring but he plays the
role well enough and looks like a machine every time. He'’'ll be a good
dragon for someone like Sami to slay later on and that’s all he needs to
be.

Bayley says if Becky Lynch wants to bring Sasha, she’ll bring Charlotte.

Baron Corbin vs. Tony Briggs

The NXT crowd’s newest cool idea: counting the time before Corbin gets
the pin at 18 seconds with End of Days. He’'s getting faster at it too.

Itami says he isn’t leaving and will have a friend next week.

Marcus Louis vs. Sylvester LeFort

Louis isn’'t hiding the bald anymore and throws Sylvester down by the
throat. LeFort tries to crawl away again but gets nailed with a
clothesline. A release Rock Bottom ends Sylvester at 1:26. Louis came off
like a killer here and kept shouting YOU DID THIS TO ME.

Titus 0'Neil vs. Sami Zayn

Titus throws him around to start but Zayn comes back with some chops.
They trade more chops in the corner until 0’Neil plants him with a pair
of backbreakers. We take a break and come back with Sami caught in a
bearhug. Sami gets choked in the corner as Titus mocks the OLE chant.



More chops have no effect on Titus as he just throws Sami down.

Sami gets tossed to the floor but Titus lets him get back in, only to do
the same thing again. He tries it again but Sami hangs on and comes back
in with a high cross body for two. A big boot and over the shoulder
backbreaker get the same for Titus as frustration is starting to set in.
Back up and Sami grabs the exploder suplex in the corner followed by the

Helluva Kick for the pin out of nowhere at 11:30.

Rating: C-. It’'s still not a good match but this was miles better than
their first one because Sami got the win. Titus is still little more than
a musclehead but I liked his talking to make him seem all the more
arrogant. Nothing special here but it plays into the road to redemption
story and gave the fans something to cheer for.

Post match Tyler Breeze comes out and says hang on a second. Sami doesn’t
get a title shot for beating a couple of uggos. If he wants the title
shot, he has to beat the one person he’s never beat. Regal has already
made the match for next week.

Overall Rating: C. This was all about moving the stories forward and the
depth they’re reaching is great. Sami having to go back and avenge each
of his losses is a great story and the rematch with Breeze could tear the
house down. By this point I'm sure you know who Itami’s friend is going
to be and the reaction is going to blow the roof off. Not a great show
this week but they have me wanting to see more. That’'’s something I
haven’t been able to say about WWE in a long time.

Results

Vaudevillains won a tag team battle royal last eliminating Ascension
Carmella b. Emma — Leg Crossface

Bull Dempsey b. Justin Gabriel — Top rope headbutt

Baron Corbin b. Tony Briggs — End of Days

Marcus Louis b. Sylvester LeFort — Release Rock Bottom



Sami Zayn b. Titus 0’'Neil — Helluva Kick

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1997 WCW Monday Nitro Reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/BOONPPHOWI

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for under $4 at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00NPPH0WI
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

