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Get My Money Back?
Money  in the Bank 2013
Date: July 14, 2013
Location: Wells Fargo Center, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield, Jerry Lawler

This is one of the funnest shows of the year more often than not so I
have high hopes for tonight. The main events are of course the two ladder
matches along with Henry challenging Cena for the Raw Title. This is one
of those shows where you can just turn your brain off and enjoy some wild
action so hopefully things are as fun as they have the potential to be.
Let’s get to it.

Pre-Show: Tag Titles: Usos vs. Roman Reigns/Seth Rollins

Shield is defending. Rollins starts with Jey with the Uso quickly getting
two off a backslide. Off to Reigns who gets chopped down and caught with
a double suplex for two. The fans are already chanting for RVD. A double
spinebuster gets two for Jey as this is one sided so far. Seth pulls
Roman out of the way of a superkick as we take a break during the pre-
show. Back with the Usos still in control but Rollins avoids a charge and
brings in Reigns to take over.

A clothesline sends Jey off the apron and out to the floor as Shield
starts making fast tags. Rollins kicks Jey in the back for two and puts
on a chinlock. Jey keeps fighting back but can’t make the hot tag. Seth
is sent to the floor and Reigns is kicked away but Rollins dives to break
up the hot tag. Jey is knocked tot he floor for a hard clothesline from
Reigns. We take ANOTHER break and come back with Jimmy diving over the
top to take out the Shield. Not that we got to see the hot tag or
anything, but we needed a trailer for Dead Man Down right?
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Jimmy gets a VERY close two off a high cross body and the Samoan drop
gets two on Rollins. Seth comes back and loads up a superplex on Jey but
the other two come in to make it a Tower of Doom with Jimmy taking the
worst of it. Jimmy superkicks Rollins down and hits the Superfly Splash
but Reigns makes a last second save. The fans correctly think this is
awesome. Rollins counters a middle rope Samoan drop into an across the
ring buckle bomb, setting up the Reigns’ spear for the pin to retain at
14:50.

Rating: B. WOW this was better than I was expecting. The near falls in
this were off the charts and the Usos actually had me believing they were
going to win. The Shield has insane chemistry out there and the Usos
proved that they can hang with them move for move. Excellent stuff here
and by far the best pre-show match they’ve ever had.

The opening video is of course about money with the briefcases being
loaded into an armored car. Cena and Henry get a generic video package as
well.

Fandango vs. Cody Rhodes vs. Damien Sandow vs. Jack Swagger vs. Antonio
Cesaro vs. Dean Ambrose vs. Wade Barrett

Colter does his usual anti foreigners rant about being in one of the
founding cities of America. “Maybe Betsy Ross should have put a taco and
a burrito on the flag.” It’s a huge brawl to start and I’m not going to
be able to keep up with most of the action in the ladder matches tonight.
The two teams lay everyone else out and bring in a ladder each. Cesaro
hits the gutwrench suplex to send Cody into the ladder before shouting WE
THE PEOPLE. The Scholars take Cesaro the floor but Ambrose stops Swagger
from climbing.

Ambrose, the crowd favorite, is left alone in the ring but Barrett makes
the save. Barrett kicks Ambrose in the face, knocking the ladder on top
of him in the process. Fandango kicks the ladder into Barrett’s face and
hits a slingshot legdrop onto the ladder onto Barrett. Sandow makes the



save as Dean knocks Rhodes off the top rope with another ladder. Fandango
is sent face first into the ladder and suplexed onto the one in the
corner for good measure. Cesaro makes a climb but has to stop Ambrose
with a hanging chinlock off the ladder.

Cody makes the save and hits a Samoa Joe MuscleBuster to send Cesaro into
a ladder. Barrett makes the save with a broken rung of a ladder in a new
idea. He and Swagger go up now with Wade BLASTING him with the elbow to
knock Swagger off. Fandango makes the save but Ambrose catches him with
the bulldog driver off the bottom rung. Dean does the windmill spot with
the ladder on his head but the Real Americans grab either end to break it
up. They lift Ambrose in the air to choke him out but Ambrose skins the
cat in mid air in an AWESOME spot. The Americans dump him to the floor
but there’s no ladder left.

Cesaro gets on Swagger’s shoulders but Cody hits a springboard dropkick
to take them both out. Cross Rhodes lays out Fandango and Barrett but he
shouts instead of getting a ladder. He finally gets the big ladder but is
met on top by Ambrose for a slugout. Cody rams him face first into the
ladder over and over but Rollins and Reigns come out to break it up.

They run interference of everyone else in the match but here are the Usos
to take the tag champions out. Cesaro and Swagger get in on the brawl as
well but Ambrose is going up. Rhodes makes the save and shoves the ladder
over, sending Ambrose onto everyone else. Cody is all alone but Sandow
comes in out of nowhere to steal the case at 16:40.

Rating: B. This was solid but it was a step below a lot of these matches.
The Ambrose and Shield stuff was great but I’m really not feeling the
winner. Sandow hasn’t won a thing of note in like a year but he wins one
match and we’re supposed to buy him as a main event level guy now? It
doesn’t work that way but WWE can’t get that through their thick heads.
Fans don’t forget wins and losses like the writers do.

Here’s Brad Maddox with something to say. He’s glad to be the GM and even



though he can’t replace Vickie (“I don’t look good in high heels”) he’s
put Vickie on the expert panel. She gets a spotlight followed by a video
tribute to her on the Titantron. It’s a lot of her embarrassing moments
followed by a standing boo for her. This is finally broken up by the
start of the next match.

Intercontinental Title: The Miz vs. Curtis Axel

Axel is defending. Miz gets a quick cover off a shoulder block but Axel
takes him into the corner for control. Curtis is sent to the floor and
caught by a baseball slide before Miz sends him back inside. Miz stares
Heyman down, claps his hands and falls down. The referee looks at Heyman
and ejects him for allegedly hitting Miz. Smart move there. Axel takes
over with a dropkick but the fans are MUCH quieter now. The Hennig
necksnap gets two and we hit an armbar.

Back up and Miz avoids a charge in the corner but the fans do not care at
all. A big boot puts Axel down and the corner clothesline sets up the top
rope ax handle for two. Axel comes back with a PerfectPlex for two but
Miz hits his one kick to the leg and puts on the Figure Four. Curtis
reverses but gets turned over again, only to be right in the ropes for
the break. Axel bails to the floor for a second before coming back in for
his neckbreaker into a cutter for the pin to retain at 9:20.

Rating: D+. The match wasn’t bad but it had no heat at all. People just
don’t care about Miz at all and the Figure Four is a big reason why. It’s
just a horrible move for him and comes off like a lame Ric Flair tribute,
which is pretty much what it is. Nothing to see here but it was a way to
let the fans breathe a bit after the big match.

Summerslam ad, which is basically All Grown Up from Wrestlemania a few
years ago.

Divas Title: Kaitlyn vs. AJ Lee



AJ is defending and this has been a very well built feud. They used to be
friends but Kaitlyn went after the title instead of helping AJ when she
was having relationship issues, so AJ turned on her and has taken
everything Kaitlyn cares about. Kaitlyn has a bad elbow coming in and is
with Layla here. Kaitlyn gets a quick two off a gutbuster but is sent
into the post on the floor. AJ works on the arm with a bridging armbar
(almost a one arm Cattle Mutilation) before hooking a crossface
chickenwing of all things.

Back up and Kaitlyn fires off a dropkick and a big shoulder followed by
the reverse DDT for two. AJ slaps her in the face so Kaitlyn takes her
head off with a clothesline. Kaitlyn knocks her off the apron but
Langston catches her in midair. The spear connects back inside but
Kaitlyn hurts her elbow again. AJ hooks the Black Widow submission out of
nowhere and Kaitlyn taps at 7:03.

Rating: C. Very basic match here but it worked well enough. Kaitlyn
looked good with the power stuff (and the tight outfit) while AJ needed
to be a bit more evil. I doubt this is over yet because that’s how WWE
works, but the matches and story have been WAY better than anyone
expected them to be.

The expert panel (Big Show, Kofi Kingston and Vickie) talk about the show
so far.

Chris Jericho vs. Ryback

The fans go back and forth from Jericho to Goldberg chants. Ryback bails
to the floor because he’s a coward now and Jericho takes him down with a
baseball slide. Back in and Jericho hits a forearm to the back of the
head but Ryback drills him with a shoulder. Jericho goes after the
formerly bad leg but gets his neck snapped across the top rope for two.
We hit the chinlock before Ryback gets two off a middle rope splash.
Jericho is punched off the apron and lands between the two announce
tables.



Back to the chinlock but Jericho escapes into a northern lights suplex
and a failed Walls attempt. A top rope ax handle is caught in a Ryback
belly to belly overhead suplex. The Meathook puts Jericho down and the
Codebreaker is countered into a kind of spinebuster. A powerbomb gets two
on Jericho but he comes back with an enziguri for two.

Ryback rolls to the apron and gets caught in a Codebreaker but he’s back
in at nine. A high cross gets two for the Canadian but he walks into a
gorilla press. Ryback drops him down into a fireman’s carry but Jericho
counters into a DDT for two. Jericho misses the Lionsault and Ryback
grabs a quick rollup for the pin at 10:20.

Rating: D+. The match wasn’t terrible but man alive it’s pathetic what
they’ve done to Ryback. They took everything good and interesting about
him and turned it completely around to make sure the fans didn’t care
about him at all. This was also the first match he’s won on PPV since
last year’s MITB, yet WWE still wonders why no one cares about him.

Video on the opening of the WWE Performance Center.

We recap Ziggler vs. Del Rio. Ziggler won the world title through his
MITB case the night after Wrestlemania then got injured on Smackdown. Del
Rio went after Ziggler’s head to win the title at Payback so tonight it’s
about revenge and the title for Dolph.

Smackdown World Title: Dolph Ziggler vs. Alberto Del Rio

Ziggler gets an AMAZING pop. Feeling out process to start until Ziggler
gets two off a dropkick. Ten straight elbow drops (with the fans counting
along) have Del Rio in trouble and he falls out to the floor. Back in and
Del Rio scores with a running enziguri before sending Ziggler hard into
the barricade. We hit the chinlock as the fans are nearly comatose for
Del Rio. Can you blame them? There’s NOTHING interesting about him at
all. Ziggler misses a splash in the corner and Del Rio does that stupid
smile of his.



Del Rio pounds on the back but misses a charge, sending him out to the
floor. He tries to come in off the top but gets caught in a top rope X
Factor for two. A Ziggler neckbreaker gets two and a Del Rio German
suplex gets the same. The corner enziguri misses and Ziggler gets a close
two off the Fameasser. It’s amazing how much the crowd is into Ziggler.
Del Rio gets two off a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker but Ziggler gets the same
by dropkicking Del Rio off the top.

Cue AJ to skip around the ring before Ziggler counters another tilt-a-
whirl into a jumping DDT for two. Ziggler tells AJ to leave but the
distraction allows Alberto to crotch him on the top. A reverse superplex
gets two on Dolph and the low superkick gets the same. Del Rio lowers his
knee pad to reveal the knee brace but Ziggler avoids the shot…..and AJ
hits Del Rio with the Divas Title for the DQ at 14:27.

Rating: C+. This was getting good until the stupid ending. I have no idea
what WWE’s obsession is with dragging out stories for as long as they can
anymore but they need to get over it. This feud isn’t doing anything for
anyone and it just keeps going. Either split up AJ and give Dolph the
title or move on to something else. The match was good though.

Dolph yells at AJ post match and walks away, making Ziggler look like the
jerk in the whole thing.

Video on WWE supporting the military.

Recap of Henry vs. Cena with Henry faking retirement and laying Cena out.
He said the WWE Championship is the only thing he’s never won and he
wants that one big run with the title. One thing WWE has done right in
the last few years is make the WWE Championship seem like a MUCH bigger
deal.

Raw World Title: John Cena vs. Mark Henry



Cena is of course booed out of the building. The champion charges at
Henry and bounces off of him like a wall. Henry shoves him into the
corner and a running splash gets two. Cena is front suplexed onto the
steps for two as this is one sided so far. The fans chant Sexual
Chocolate because that’s what smark crowds do for a Henry match as Mark
drops a leg on the back of Cena’s neck. Henry throws Cena down and then
out to the floor as the domination continues.

Back in and Henry stands around but misses a charge in the corner. Cena
can’t slam him so Henry cranks on the neck a bit. John gets back up and
hits the shoulder blocks followed by the Shuffle but Cena still can’t hit
the AA. Henry falls on top for two but Cena counters a slam into most of
a spinning DDT. Cena FINALLY hits the AA but it’s only good for two. The
high cross is caught in a World’s Strongest Slam for two so Henry pulls
the turnbuckle pad off. He also brings in a chair but as the referee is
dealing with that, Henry pulls off another buckle.

Cena counters a whip into the buckle and hooks the STF but Mark easily
gets to the rope. Henry gets two off a low blow but another World’s
Strongest Slam is countered into the STF with Cena dragging Henry back to
the middle of the ring. Henry taps out to retain Cena’s title at 14:40.

Rating: C. This was exactly what you would expect from this match. Henry
came off like a monster of the month for the entirety of the buildup and
that’s exactly what he was here. Nothing in this match made me care about
it because no one believed Cena was in any real danger. It wasn’t
horrible or anything but it came and went and nothing more.

We hear from the expert panel who have nothing interesting to say.

Video on the Wyatts attacking Kane.

CM Punk vs. Rob Van Dam vs. Christian vs. Sheamus vs. Daniel Bryan vs.
Randy Orton



RVD, Bryan and Punk get good reactions but the fans aren’t impressed with
the others. Everyone goes after RVD to start and knock him to the floor.
The remaining four go after Sheamus before pairing off themselves. We’re
quickly down to Bryan vs. Punk and the fans go nuts in a hurry. Van Dam
is knocked off the apron and into a ladder as the two stars go at it.
Bryan almost botches the backflip but counters the GTS into a YES Lock
attempt, only to have everyone not named RVD make the save with a ladder.

Van Dam is back in now to clean house and pose a bit. Some baseball
slides drop Punk and Sheamus before Rob drops Christian onto a ladder.
Rolling Thunder onto Bryan onto the ladder takes Daniel out but it’s
Orton sending Van Dam to the floor. Rob kicks him down and loads up the
Five Star onto Orton onto the ladder but Christian breaks it up with a
short ladder. Christian loses a fight to Sheamus over a full sized ladder
but Van Dam breaks up the pale one’s climb with Sheamus landing on the
ladder on the way down.

Sheamus is up almost immediately and rams various people into the
barricade before bridging a ladder between the apron and the announce
table. Bryan escapes a powerbomb through the ladder and hits a running
knee to the face from the apron. Punk is loading up a ladder but Orton
makes the save. Another ladder is brought in and all six climb up on two
ladders with the briefcase being knocked away. All six fall down and
Orton is holding his knee.

It’s Sheamus on his feet first and cleaning house before going up, only
to be caught by Bryan. We get the ten forearms on the top of the ladder
but Punk stops Sheamus from pulling down the case. Sheamus and Punk slug
it out in the corner but Punk hits the running knee to take him down,
followed by riding the ladder down onto his back. Orton comes back in and
suplexes Punk into the ladder followed by the Elevated DDT.

Christian comes back in and spears Randy down but Van Dam knocks him off
the ladder. The fans of course want tables as Christian goes up again.
Van Dam is cut on the forehead. They both go up but Van Dam jumps to



another ladder as Christian falls. The splash off the top of the ladder
crushes Christian but Sheamus shoves Rob off the ladder. Bryan is back in
to kick both of them before going into his usual insane rush.

He throws Sheamus THROUGH a ladder and goes up top…..but Curtis Axel of
all people comes out with a chair to beat him down. He lays Bryan out
with his finisher on the floor but walks into a GTS. Heyman comes out to
yell at Axel because he wants Punk to win. CM starts a very slow climb
while holding his neck….and Heyman of course screws him by ramming
another ladder into him. Punk is busted open BAD and here’s Van Dam going
up the ladder, only to have Orton make the save with an RKO. Orton pulls
down the case to win at 26:31.

Rating: B-. Well that happened. Seriously that’s about all there is to
it. Everyone was about the same but the winner wasn’t terribly obvious
for most of the match. It wasn’t bad or anything but you expect more when
you have this level of talent in the match. At the end of the day though
there was no hatred between these guys and that makes for a duller match.
The Heyman stuff was pretty obvious but it sets up Lesnar vs. Punk at
Summerslam.

Overall Rating: C. This show wasn’t terrible but aside from maybe the
ladder matches, there’s nothing interesting on here at all. Everything
felt like it was just there to fill in a spot on the card which isn’t
what you expect from a show like this. It’s not a horrible show but
there’s nothing worth going out of your way to see here. Believe it or
not, Payback blew the doors off this show.

Results

Shield b. Usos – Spear to Jimmy

Damien Sandow b. Cody Rhodes, Antonio Cesaro, Jack Swagger, Fandango,
Dean Ambrose and Wade Barrett – Sandow pulled down the briefcase

AJ Lee b. Kaitlyn – Black Widow



Ryback b. Chris Jericho – Rollup

Alberto Del Rio b. Dolph Ziggler via DQ when AJ Lee interefered

John Cena b. Mark Henry – STF

Randy Orton b. Rob Van Dam, Sheamus, CM Punk, Christian and Daniel Bryan
– Orton pulled down the briefcase

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
book on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

 

Smackdown MITB Winner
It’s  not who you would think. Sandow won.  This falls under
the “let’s have them lose every match for months but give them
one win and expect people to care” category.

Money  in  the  Bank  2013
Preview
We’ve  arrived at one of the biggest shows of the year and for
once I’m excited.  The card is STACKED and the feuds have all
been well built.  Let’s get to it. We’ll start with the pre-
show.  I’ll take the Shield to retain.  I’m a fan of the Usos
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but come on.  It’s been two months since Shield won the belts
and they’re not about to lose them to a team who was release
fodder for the majority of last year.

Cena to retain of course.  This is the WWE’s bread and butter:
take a superhero and put him against a big old monster, enjoy
the crowd reactions.  Well in most cities but you get the
idea.  Cena wins here and I don’t think there’s a cash-in yet.

Del Rio keeps his belt but it likely sets up another match in
this  feud.   Ziggler  is  popular  and  will  be  a  god  in
Philadelphia, but WWE seems obsessed with keeping the title on
Del Rio for some reason.  The match should be good but I have
zero interest in Del Rio whatsoever.

In  the  surprise  of  the  show,  AJ  keeps  the  belt  via
interference from Layla.  It’s not a surprise that AJ wins,
but that I actually care about the match.  They’ve done a
great job at actually setting up the feud and giving us a
reason to care about Kaitlyn getting her revenge on the evil
AJ.  Those INSANE spears that AJ sells so well help a lot
too.   This  should  be  entertaining  though,  which  I  can’t
believe I’m saying.

Axel beats Miz.  I don’t think this needs an explanation.

Ryback over Jericho.  Ryback hasn’t won a PPV match since last
year’s MITB, yet WWE still wonders why no one is interested in
him.  It appears that Ryback is going to hook up with Vickie
which might make people care about him a little bit so at
least he has some hope.  The match should be good and there’s
no need for Jericho to win.  This is a classic case of putting
two guys in a match because they have nothing else to do and
there’s nothing wrong with that thinking at all.

Now for the important matches.

I’ll go with the seemingly obvious choice and say Bryan wins
the Raw MITB match.  RVD will be RVD, Sheamus and Orton would



seem to cancel each other out, Christian just isn’t winning
this match, and Punk will likely be taken out by Brock or
Heyman to set up the Summerslam match.  There are rumors that
Bray Wyatt will be replacing Kane but for the life of me I
can’t see that happening.

That  leaves  us  with  the  BIG  wildcard  of  the  show:  the
Smackdown  MITB  match.   However  we  do  have  a  major  clue:
Ambrose hasn’t interacted with the other participants for the
majority of the buildup, and in WWE terms that’s the cue for
him  to  win.   Looking  at  the  other  contestants,  we  can
immediately  eliminate  the  Scholars  for  obvious  reasons.  
Fandango simply isn’t ready and has cooled WAY down since his
concussion.  The Real Americans intrigue me but I could only
put  Cesaro  at  a  distant  second  best  option.   Barrett  is
interesting as well as WWE has been ready to pull the trigger
on him for years now and it’s normal for them to job a guy to
death before giving him something like MITB.  That leaves
Ambrose which would be the right move.

 

Overall MITB looks very good for the most part.  There isn’t a
match I’m not interested in other than the IC Title, the crowd
is going to be white hot all night and the ladder matches are
always entertaining.  WWE has turned it way up in the last few
weeks and the shows have been the most fun they’ve been all
year.  This should be a solid way to keep the summer rolling
before we get to the important stuff at Summerslam.

 

Thoughts/predictions?



NXT – July 3, 2013: They’re
Cheering  For  The  White
Supremacist
NXT
Date:  July 3, 2013
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tony Dawson, William Regal

It’s another big week on NXT as the Wyatt Family now has William Regal to
deal with in addition to Graves and Ohno. On the singles side we have Leo
Kruger looking like the first challenger for Bo Dallas, which is an odd
choice as Dallas seems to be ready for a heel turn but he’s facing a heel
in Leo. Let’s get to it.

Here’s Bo Dallas in the back for an interview. Renee asks him about Leo
Kruger coming out and holding up the title after Dallas’ match last week.
Dallas says the Bo-lievers (Renee: “Bo-lievers?” Dallas: “Yes the Bo-
lievers.”) will be behind him against anyone. He brags about meeting Bret
Hart at Wrestlemania and having a match at Wrestlemania Axxess, which he
earned just like when he beat Big E. Langston.

Antonio Cesaro comes in and says Dallas hasn’t earned anything. Tonight
he’ll take Dallas’ title in the name of We The People. Dallas introduces
Cesaro to Renee, calling him the most insignificant US Champion in WWE
history. Dallas was acting much more heelish here and it helped him a
lot.

NXT Women’s Title Tournament Semi-Finals: Alicia Fox vs. Paige

Fox takes it to the mat in a headscissors with her long legs but Paige
counters into a headlock. Fox pulls her down by the hair and immediately
bails to the floor. Back in and Paige fires off rapid fire elbows in the
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corner but Fox sweeps her legs out and gets two off a northern lights
suplex. Off to a chinlock with a knee in Paige’s back but she escapes
with a jawbreaker. Paige throws her around by the hair and hits a knee to
the face, only to walk into a dropkick for two. Not that it matters
though as Paige kicks her in the ribs and hits the Paige Turner to send
her to the finals at 4:44.

Rating: C-. This was much better for Paige than the match against Snuka a
few weeks back as Paige looked competitive against a former Divas
Champion. Fox is good in a role like this as she’s been around for awhile
and is a name in the division (granted not a huge one) so a win like this
makes Paige look better. You can only dominate the other NXT girls for so
long before it stops meaning anything.

Andy Baker vs. Conor O’Brien

O’Brien now has Rick Victor with him as Kenneth Cameron’s replacement.
Conor runs Baker over and shouts YOU’RE DEAD. Baker tries to fight back
with some shots to the ribs but a flapjack and a legdrop from O’Brien are
enough for the pin at 1:00.

Kassius Ohno was injured by the Wyatt Family last week and can’t compete
for the tag titles. Corey Graves and Adrian Neville ask William Regal to
join them.

Scott Dawson vs. Xavier Woods

The fans chant for Woods but Dawson kicks him in the ribs to take over.
Woods comes back with a quick dropkick for a one count and it’s off to an
armbar on Dawson. Scott backdrops him over the top, sending Woods face
first into the apron. The fans are all over Dawson as he elbows Xavier in
the face and drops a leg for two. We hit the chinlock for a few seconds
but Woods fights up, hits the Honor Roll (front flip clothesline) and
Lost in the Woods is good for the pin at 4:11.



Rating: C-. This wasn’t much to see but I’m glad Dawson isn’t on a
winning streak anymore. Woods continues to be so high energy that it’s
hard not to notice him. His antics are funny enough and having a
nostalgia character is a good way to get your foot in the door. The match
didn’t have long enough to go anywhere but it was hard hitting and
energetic enough to not suck.

Bray Wyatt talks about people judging him for the way he looks. He’s a
wolf and sheep’s clothing and if you knew what was behind his eyes, you
would know why people are scared of him.

Enzo Amore vs. Mason Ryan

Enzo continues to be incredibly annoying and therefore a great new heel.
He has 7’0 Colin Cassady with him…..and the match is over in 12 seconds
with a single right hand from Ryan. Best part of the match is a line from
Regal: “Is Amore the love child of DDP?”

Amore wants Ryan to fight Cassady RIGHT NOW.

Mason Ryan vs. Colin Cassady

Ryan throws him around and ends Cassady in 33 seconds with a cobra clutch
slam.

NXT Title: Bo Dallas vs. Antonio Cesaro

The fans don’t care for Cesaro but they can’t stand Dallas. Cesaro is
even cheered a bit during the big match intros. There’s a WE THE PEOPLE
chant as Cesaro and Dallas feel each other out. Dawson: “What does it
mean if Cesaro can beat Dallas tonight?” Regal: “That he’ll be the
champion.” Cesaro cranks on the arm and the fans are have a “Let’s go Bo”
and “No more Bo” dueling chant going between the women and men.



A shoulder block gets two for Cesaro as Dawson has to explain who Tim
Tebow is to Regal. Cesaro sends Dallas to the floor as we take a break.
Back with Cesaro holding a chinlock as Leo Kruger is standing on the
ramp. A kick to the back keeps Dallas down and the fans ask Cesaro to do
it again. He loads the kick up but drops down into another chinlock to
tease the people.

Dallas fights up again and pounds away in the corner before getting two
off a bulldog. Cesaro’s slam is countered into a reverse DDT for two more
but the corner climbing bulldog is blocked. Cesaro puts him on the top
for a gutwrench superplex for a very close two. A middle rope knee drop
gets two on the champion and it’s off to the swinging chinlock.

Dallas rolls the chinlock over into a cradle for two but Cesaro comes
back with a fallaway slam for two more. Cesaro goes up top but Dallas
runs the corner for a butterfly superplex to put both guys down again.
Antonio is sent into Kruger to knock Leo off the apron, allowing Dallas
to hit the belly to belly to retain at 10:15 shown of 12:45.

Rating: C+. Very interesting crowd reactions aside, this match really
took off in the last three minutes or so. Kruger interfering sets up some
interesting dynamics down the line and gives Dallas an extra challenger
to face. They’ll need to move forward with that heel turn soon, because
the fans were cheering for the protege of a white supremacist over the
young face champion.

Post match Kruger lays out Dallas but Cesaro knocks Kruger to the floor.
Cesaro pounds on Dallas until Kruger gets back in for a staredown. They
double team Dallas until Sami Zayn comes in for the save to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. This show had a lot of filler, but the main event was
solid and it sets up a very interesting four way feud for the title. Zayn
is fitting right into this show and WWE sending big names down to Florida
can only help things out. This was a good sign for the future and was an
entertaining hour of wrestling.



Results

Paige b. Alicia Fox – Paige Turner

Conor O’Brien b. Andy Baker – Legdrop

Xavier Woods b. Scott Dawson – Lost in the Woods

Mason Ryan b. Enzo Amore – Right Hand

Mason Ryan b. Colin Cassady – Cobra Clutch

Bo Dallas b. Antonio Cesaro – Belly to belly suplex

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews,  pick up my book
on the History of Starrcade from Amazon for just $4 at:

More on Zeb Colter’s Militia
Yes  that’s the real name, as per Colter’s Twitter. So Cesaro
is filling in for Swagger now due to Jack’s hand injury.  The
first thing that comes to my mind is how good of an idea this
is for multiple reasons.

 

1. Cesaro isn’t as broken as Swagger.  Jack has built a
reputation as being someone who can’t win anything of note
other than a fluke world title a few years back.  He chokes in
every big match he’s been in for years and people don’t buy
him as a threat.  While Cesaro is a jobber to the stars, he
hasn’t been in many huge matches, meaning he isn’t viewed as a
choker yet.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/06/18/more-on-zeb-colters-militia/


 

2. Colter looks like an even bigger hypocrite.  This idea that
heels have to tell the truth or make sense all the time needs
to  die  a  very  horrible  death.   Having  Colter  say  random
nonsense and then not live up to it while still saying it is
EXACTLY how heels can get heat without being boring.  Simply
put, people will pay their money to see someone like that get
what’s coming to them, thereby creating tension and a story
that people want to see.  It’s called booking a story, which
is a lost art anymore.  This should also shut up a lot of the
fans that agree with his views in a double benefit.

 

3. Cesaro is better than Swagger.  He just is, in ever aspect
of the word.

Zeb Colter Gets A New Client
Even  Cole immediately buried this on commentary. It’s Cesaro,
who completely misses the point of Colter’s speeches.  In
other words, now he’s a jobber to the stars with a manager. 
That’s an improvement for him at least.

NXT – May 22, 2013: Ole!
NXT
Date:  May 22, 2013
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/06/17/zeb-colter-gets-a-new-client/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/05/23/nxt-may-22-2013-ole/


Commentators: Tony Dawson, William Regal

We’re a week away from the big NXT battle royal but tonight’s main event
is Corey Graves vs. Bray Wyatt, as the Wyatt Family is apparently
targeting people like Graves and Kassius Ohno for reasons yet to be
named. This seems to be another filler episode before we get to next week
where things start all over again, but that isn’t necessarily a bad
thing. Let’s get to it.

Welcome Home.

Curt Hawkins vs. Sami Zayn

Sami is independent mainstay El Generico minus a mask. The fans
immediately start chanting OLE which is Generico’s trademark chant.
Hawkins has short hair now, in case you’re not up to date on your Curt
Hawkins news. Zayn takes him down with a set of armdrags and some chops
in the corner for good measure. Hawkins elbows out of the corner and hits
a quick enziguri for two.

Off to an early chinlock by Hawkins but an OLE chant gets Sami back up to
his feet. Hawkins misses a forearm in the corner and gets caught in a
belly to back suplex for no cover. A dropkick gets two but Hawkins comes
back with a very excited slam. For the first time ever, we get a Let’s Go
Hawkins chant but he can’t hook what looked to be a powerbomb. Instead
Zayn grabs his wrist and runs up the corner into a tornado DDT for the
pin at 4:14.

Rating: C. This was pretty much a squash but Zayn looked good out there.
He has a solid presence to him and even though he’s a smaller guy, his
offense comes off like it has some force behind it. Hawkins is as generic
of a wrestler as you’ll ever find, but then again he has something
resembling a resume and isn’t terrible in the ring so he makes for a good
jobber. Good debut here for Zayn.



Video on Corey Graves, explaining why he has so many tattoos. There’s a
CM Punk vibe to this and he closes with a good line: “I’m not here to
leave a mark. I’m here to leave a scar.”

Antonio Cesaro vs. Yoshi Tatsu

Ok, Cesaro HAS to be able to beat Tatsu right? I mean, it’s Yoshi Tatsu.
EVERYBODY beats Tatsu. Cesaro pounds him into the corner but gets caught
by a quick cross body for no cover. Yoshi fires off some kicks but gets
caught by a vicious European uppercut and the Neutralizer ends this in 52
seconds.

Post match Cesaro wants to know if that was the best competition he can
get. There’s no one on any show that can challenge him, but here’s Sami
Zayn to disagree. He speaks multiple languages, including Arabic which
Cesaro doesn’t understand. Zayn goes to French instead and the match is
on right now.

Antonio Cesaro vs. Sami Zayn

Cesaro quickly powers him down to start but gets spun around as Zayn
leverages his way out of a test of strength. A springboard wrist drag
sends Cesaro to the floor as take a break. Back with Zayn holding an
armbar but being dropped throat first on the top rope. Zayn is whipped
hard into the corner for two before it’s off to a chinlock. Sami fights
up and tries a sunset flip but Cesaro does the DX crotch chop of all
things before stomping onto his chest for two.

Off to another chinlock before Zayn comes back with a rollup out of the
corner. A high cross body is caught by Cesaro in a tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker for two and a running European uppercut gets the same. Off to
some rights and lefts in the corner by Antonio before he loads up a
suplex, only to have Zayn slide down his back and roll up Cesaro for the
pin at 5:00 shown of 7:20.



Rating: C. Nothing of note here but it was good to see Zayn get such a
solid push to start. He was in trouble for most of the match but it makes
sense that a guy as strong as Cesaro could throw Sami around like he did.
This is a really good debut for Zayn and I really liked what I’ve seen so
far.

Emma is in the back but she’s apparently taking Audrey Marie’s interview
time. Emma keeps screwing up Audrey’s name and suggests Audrey dance to
relieve stress. Audrey says get out before I take you out. Emma: “Can we
go to lunch? I haven’t eaten today.” She dances off and smacks Audrey in
the head as she goes.

Video on Bray Wyatt which looks more like the old ones.

Here’s some guy named Enzo Amore to talk. Enzo is from New Jersey and has
almost every stereotype you can think of. He sees a bunch of fake tough
guys in NXT and talks about people being a bunch of G’s.

Enzo Amore vs. Mason Ryan

Ryan throws Amore around like he’s not even there before chopping him
down. Running snake eyes sets up a running clothesline by Ryan before a
torture rack neckbreaker ends Amore at 1:26. Ryan is still nothing of
note.

The Raw ReBound talks about Ryback demanding an ambulance match.

Stephanie McMahon will be here next week for an announcement.

There’s also a #1 contenders battle royal next week.

Corey Graves vs. Bray Wyatt



Bray shoves him around to start and still has that gray mask on his face.
Graves takes him into the corner and pounds away a bit before putting on
a front facelock. The Wyatt Family looks concerned as Bray is in some
trouble early on. Graves gets the mask off of Wyatt so Bray heads to the
outside. Not that it matters as Wyatt puts the mask back on and pounds
away on Graves back in the ring.

Graves gets up a knee to stop a charging Bray before putting on a figure
four neck lock over the top rope to slow Wyatt down again. Bray is fine
with that though as he hits a running cross body as we take a break. Back
with Wyatt holding a chinlock, only to get up and miss a charge, sending
him out to the floor. Graves misses a baseball slide though and Bray
sends him into the steps. Bray kicks him in the chest a few times before
taking it back inside for another chinlock.

There’s the splash in the corner but Graves escapes the dancing into a
rollup for a close two. The mask comes off again so Bray hits another
cross body to put Graves down. Back up and Corey punches the exposed face
and makes a good comeback, sending Bray reeling. A clothesline in the
corner staggers Bray and a chop block puts him down. The Family is
knocked down and there’s the Lucky 13 leg lock, but Harper breaks it up
via a distraction by Rowan. Sister Abigail ends Graves at 8:41 shown of
12:11.

Rating: C. I was digging Graves here as his comeback was working well,
but the Family getting the win was probably the right idea. There’s only
so much you can do for Graves here without making the Family look weak,
so the cheating was probably the right call. Graves looked good though.

Post match Kassius Ohno returns to try to make the save but gets laid out
by the Family. Bray talks about being a monster to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The wrestling here wasn’t great but they did a good
job with the storytelling here. Next week we’ll have a new #1 contender
to Langston’s title so we can have a new main event feud to build around.



I was really impressed by Zayn tonight and he seems to have a feud set up
with Cesaro already. Good show here but for different reasons than usual.

Results

Sami Zayn b. Curt Hawkins – Tornado DDT

Antonio Cesaro b. Yoshi Tatsu – Neutralizer

Sami Zayn b. Antonio Cesaro – Rollup

Mason Ryan b. Enzo Amore – Torture Rack Neckbreaker

Bray Wyatt b. Corey Graves – Sister Abigail

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
book on the History of the WWE Championship from Amazon for
just $5 at:

NXT – April 24, 2013: What
Did  Bo  Dallas  Do  To  These
People?
NXT
Date:  April 24, 2013
Location: Full Sail University, Winter Park, Florida
Commentators: Tony Phillips, William Regal

If my memory is correct tonight we’ve got the Clash of the Champions,
which means four title matches and I don’t think anything else. We’ve got
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Maddox challenging Langston for the NXT Title, Kaitlyn defending against
AJ Lee, Cesaro (no longer champion) defending against someone and Barrett
defending against Bo Dallas. Hopefully the show isn’t horrible like the
last time it was mostly main roster guys. Let’s get to it.

Dusty tells us the basic idea of the show.

Welcome Home.

US Title: Antonio Cesaro vs. Adrian Neville

A crawler tells us that this was taped several weeks ago. The fans of
course chant USA with an Englishman challenging for the title. Cesaro
says hey to the crowd and the fans shout him down. Antonio demands a
standing ovation because he’s the best US Champion in history. This would
be before Cesaro was turned into a yodeler who lost clean to Zack Ryder
on Raw. After some big match intros we’re ready to go.

Neville grabs a quick rollup for two but Cesaro takes him down and messes
with his hair. A rollup gets two for Adrian and it’s off to a chinlock by
the champion. That would be the US Champion as Neville is half of the NXT
Tag Champions here. Neville fights up and sends Cesaro to the floor with
a headscissors before a quick rollup gets two on Cesaro. A monkeyflip
attempt is countered into a hot shot onto the top turnbuckle as we take a
break.

Back with Antonio holding another chinlock and countering a sunset flip.
The crowd was freaking out as he tried to fight it off too. Neville goes
up but dives into a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for two and Cesaro is
getting frustrated. Back to the chinlock but Neville fights up and sends
Cesaro to the floor. A BIG top rope Asai Moonsault lays out Cesaro and a
springboard missile dropkick gets two for Neville back inside.

Adrian hits a standing shooting star (described as “WHOA LOOK AT THAT” by



Phillips) and a quick rana for two each. A moonsault into a tornado DDT
gets two more and Neville loads up the corkscrew shooting star, only to
be crotched down. The European Uppercut and Neutralizer retain the title
for Cesaro at 8:00 shown of 11:00.

Rating: C+. This was fine. Neville wasn’t going to win the title and even
with the mystique of the match being gone due to the crawler, the power
vs. speed dynamic worked quite well here. Neville’s flips worked fine out
there and Cesaro actualy looked like the worse of the two talents in the
match. The chinlocks got annoying after awhile but the stuff after the
break was much better.

Divas Title: AJ Lee vs. Kaitlyn

Kaitlyn is defending. The fans chant YES at AJ before we get going.
Kaitlyn runs her down to start but Kaitlyn shoves her into the corner to
take over. Off to a Fujiwara Armbar by the challenger and she even throws
in a Dolph Ziggler handstand. A hammerlock suplex puts Kiatlyn down and
AJ is in full control. Kaitlyn gets in some right hands before rolling
through a top rope cross body for two. A reverse DDT gets two on AJ but
she sends Kaitlyn to the floor for an eight count. Back in and AJ puts on
a sleeper followed by an enziguri for two. Kaitlyn pops up and spears AJ
out of nowhere to retain at 5:06.

Rating: D. Again, the WWE Divas show that they have nothing on the NXT
girls. I have no idea what the appeal of Kaitlyn is as her two moves are
both terrible and she can’t work a match to save her life. AJ was fine
with the Ziggler impersonations being a nice touch. Anything from Kaitlyn
was just dreadful though.

NXT Title: Big E. Langston vs. Brad Maddox

Maddox, the challenger, introduces himself at 295lbs. Langston throws
Maddox around to start and runs him over for good measure. The Big Ending
ends Brad at 1:16.



Post match Langston hits another Big Ending for a five count. Maddox’s
carcass rolls to the floor so Langston throws him back in for another Big
Ending and five count.

We recap the history between Bo Dallas and Wade Barrett which started
great and then stopped cold with no explanation.

Bo Dallas talks about Shawn Michaels, Bret Hart and Randy Savage being
underdogs but winning the Intercontinental Title. Tonight it’s about the
Bo Barrage.

Chris Jericho will be here next week.

Intercontinental Title: Wade Barrett vs. Bo Dallas

Dallas gets a mixed reaction but the fans chant for him during Barrett’s
intro. After the intros that chant sounds a lot like “No More Bo.” Ouch.
Dallas hits a hard forearm out of the corner to start and three straight
rollups for two each. A dropkick sends Barrett to the floor and we take a
break. Back with Barrett hitting a hard elbow and what looked like a
shoulder block to put Bo down. The fans are almost entirely behind
Barrett here.

A hard forearm to the head gets two for Barrett so he puts Dallas on the
top rope and kicks him to the floor. Off to a bow and arrow hold by Wade
(bends both arms back and puts a knee in the back) followed by the
pumphandle slam for two. Barrett puts him in the ropes and hits the big
boot to send Dallas back to the floor. This has been completely one sided
since the break. Barrett suplexes him in from the apron and puts on a
reverse chinlock (fans: “TAP! TAP! TAP!”) before charging into some boot
in the corner.

Dallas drop toeholds him down into the corner and fires off some forearms
for two. Another pumphandle is countered into a rollup for two for Bo but



the tornado bulldog is countered. Winds of Change get two for the
champion but the Bull Hammer misses. Tornado bulldog gets two but Barrett
can’t hit Wasteland. Bo tries to dive at Barrett but jumps into the Bull
Hammer for the pin at 8:40 shown of 12:10.

Rating: C+. The match was ok but man alive I haven’t heard a crowd turn
on someone that fast in a long time. The fans just did not care about Bo
Dallas in the slightest, and that’s a major issue for NXT given that the
crowd is the same group of people every month. They’re going to have to
change something fast or Bo’s matches are going to become rather
embarrassing. As for the match itself, it was nothing of note and it came
off as a learning experience for Dallas.

Overall Rating: C+. Well it was better than the Wrestlemania show but
that’s not saying much. The show was entertaining enough but the main
problem here was you didn’t need to see this show at all. It came and
went with nothing of note going on and that’s not what I watch NXT for.
The show wasn’t horrible or anything but it was certainly nothing I’ll
remember in a few hours.

Results

Antonio Cesaro b. Adrian Neville – Neutralizer

Kaitlyn b. AJ Lee – Spear

Big E. Langston b. Brad Maddox – Big Ending

Wade Barrett b. Bo Dallas – Bull Hammer

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book on the History of the WWE Championship from Amazon for
just $5 at:



Thought of the Day: Mix It Up
A Bit
This  occurred to me during Raw and while I was watching an
old Nitro.  As opposed to the new Nitros that is. Raw and
Smackdown could use some random matches between guys they
don’t often feature.  Look at the roster they’ve got.  With as
many talented guys as they’ve got, they can’t manage to ever
get them on one of the bigger shows.  I know they’re on
Superstars and other such C-shows, but instead of having the
same matches over and over again, let some of these guys be
jobbers on the main shows.  I mean, do we need to see Cesaro
fight Kofi fifteen times or Sheamus vs. Barrett so often? 
Look at the six man tag from Raw.  Those were six guys you
could throw on TV at any time and get a decent match out of
them, so why not use them?

Smackdown – March 29, 2013:
An  Electrifying  Piece  Of
Chocolate
Smackdown
Date:  March 29, 2013
Location: Giant Center, Hershey, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Michael Cole, Josh Matthews, John Bradshaw Layfield
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This is the last real Smackdown we’ll have before we go on to
Wrestlemania. Next week’s show is likely going to be the Wrestlemania
Axxess show which is a glorified commercial for the PPV. Therefore
tonight we’re likely to hear more about the PPV and not much else.
There’s also a weightlifting contest between Henry and Ryback. Let’s get
to it.

After the opening preview, we open with The Rock. Well that’s a good way
to kick things off. During Rock’s entrance we see the physical part of
the showdown with Cena on Raw. Bret not moving at all during the Rock
Bottom is amusing. Rock holds up a Hershey bar before saying it’s time
for another Storytime with the Rock. He talks about moving with his
family to about an hour away from her in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania when he
was fifteen.

We get a picture of Rock at age fifteen in white shorts and “looking like
a white bouncer for Menudo.” Rock talks about coming to Hershey Park here
in Pennsylvania with his friends and eating a ton of chocolate. Now as an
adult, FINALLY he has come back to Hershey. Rock talks about going around
looking for a Whatchamacallit (it’s a Hershey product) but after going to
seven stores he FINALLY found one. As he was reaching for it though,
someone stole it. However, that person was the inspiration for Rock’s
Candy catchphrase. Apparently it was an old lady but who cares?

The point of the story is that you might go to great lengths to get what
you want, including beating John Cena at Wrestlemania. On Monday Cena got
in his face and got beaten up for it, but Cena is going to be back at
Wrestlemania. Rock talks about doing this in front of the millions and
millions but is interrupted by…..Johnny freaking Ace. After a break Rock
wants to know who Ace is. In case you don’t remember, he’s John
Laurinitis, as in the former Vice President of Talent Relations and GM of
both Raw and Smackdown.

Rock isn’t impressed but Ace says he isn’t going to talk too long and
wind up getting a Rock Bottom. Ace says that he and Rock are a lot alike



because Rock is People’s Champion and Ace created People Power.
Apparently Cena was the reason that Ace was fired but is also the reason
he’s back. Johnny offers to be in Rock’s corner at Wrestlemania because
it’s a guaranteed win. Ace rips off the “and the Rock says” catchphrase
before saying he and Rock are like the Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup.

Rock thinks we should ask the people if they want the stale peanut butter
to team up with the most electrifying piece of chocolate the world has
ever seen. Instead of a Rock Bottom, Rock offers to team up to send a
message to Cena. The first part is a handshake and I think you can figure
it out from here. There’s the Rock Bottom (JBL: “What does Rock have
against peanut butter?”) and the People’s Elbow for good measure before
Rock says Cena goes down again at Wrestlemania. Classic Rock here.

Chris Jericho vs. Wade Barrett

Non-title here and Miz is on commentary. Barrett takes him down to start
but Jericho clotheslines him out to the floor to get himself a breather.
A baseball slide puts Barrett down and we head back inside with the
champion taking over again. Barrett kicks Jericho off the apron and we
take a break. Back with Jericho hitting some shoulder blocks and a top
rope fist to the face.

The Lionsault has to be aborted with Jericho landing on his feet,
allowing Wade to come back with the Winds of Change. Jericho comes back
with a cross body for two but has to escape Wasteland. Barrett punches
his way out of the Walls but misses a charge and falls to the floor.
Jericho’s springboard cross body misses and Barrett throws him back in,
but the champion stops to argue with Miz. Back in and the distraction
allows Jericho to hit the Codebreaker for the win at 4:43 shown of 7:43.

Rating: C. It was nice while it lasted and I can live with the idea of
Barrett losing here for the sake of advancing his feud with Miz. The
problem here is that Barrett hasn’t won a match in weeks that I remember,
which is a bad sign for a champion going into Wrestlemania. Nothing of



note here but they were setting up a chess match for awhile there.

Post match Jericho says that he’s happy about winning the match but since
he can see Fandango’s entrance, apparently something is about to happen.
Jericho does the bit where he can’t remember Fandango’s name and here’s
the dancer himself. Chris holds the ropes open for him but Fandango backs
off.

We get the same preview for HHH vs. Lesnar from Raw to eat up a few
minutes.

Earlier today Josh Matthews sat down with Heyman to talk about the
potential end of HHH’s career. After Brock ends HHH’s in ring career, it
means the end of HHH’s office career because not being able to get in the
ring when he wants to will cripple HHH. Then the locker room will crumble
with no leadership, and it’s all because HHH loses to Brock at
Wrestlemania.

Here are Booker T and Teddy Long to introduce the Bench Press Challenge.
Booker introduces Ryback but Teddy cuts him off and introduces Henry
himself. If there’s physical contact between these two they’re both
banned from Wrestlemania. Henry won a coin toss and gets to go first. He
does 53 reps which is allegedly a new world record. Ryback does 53 and
goes for 54 but Henry chokes him ala Barbarian and the Road Warriors from
back in the 80s. Ryback has the bar shoved onto his throat and can barely
breathe.

Dolph Ziggler/AJ Lee vs. Kaitlyn/Daniel Bryan

The guys start things off here and they fight over arm control to get us
going. Off to the girls with AJ hitting some rolling neckbreakers for
two. Kaitlyn runs her over though and it’s back to the guys. Bryan tries
a top rope rana but Ziggler rolls through into a sunset flip for two.
Langston interferes but Kane takes him out as the girls come in. AJ jumps
on Bryan’s back on the floor as JBL tries to keep track of AJ’s love



life. AJ goes back in and walks into the spear by Kaitlyn for the pin at
3:15.

Rating: C-. This was too short to mean anything but there’s nothing wrong
with taking two feuds and throwing them together into a single match.
Kaitlyn does nothing for the title so having her lose soon wouldn’t be a
problem at all. Nothing to see here due to the time but it’s nice to see
them taking out two birds with one stone.

Shield talks about the big moment coming up on the grandest stage of them
all. Ambrose thinks a viper, a giant and a Celtic warrior don’t mix and
that they’re going to implode. That is if Shield doesn’t destroy them
first. Believe in the Shield.

Great Khali vs. Jack Swagger

On their way to the ring, Colter and Swagger talk about breaking
Ricardo’s ankle to strengthen America. Swagger pounds away in the corner
to start but gets chopped in the head to put him back down. Khali hits
the overhand chop in the corner but Swagger comes back with some knees to
the ribs.

The giant comes back with clotheslines but Jack bails to the floor to
avoid the big overhead chop. Khali goes after him but gets his own leg
wrapped around the post, giving Swagger an opening. They head to the
floor again with Swagger putting on the Patriot Lock long enough for the
double countout at 2:58. This was short and did no favors for Swagger
whatsoever.

Colter and Swagger go after Hornswoggle but here’s Ricardo for a
distraction. Alberto runs in but Colter stops the armbreaker. Del Rio
swings Ricardo’s crutch at Swagger but Jack bails to the floor.

We recap Punk vs. Undertaker from Raw.



The new backstage chick Renee Young is with Orton, Sheamus and Big Show
and we see a video of the three of them on Raw teaming up to fight
Shield. They say they’ve put their differences aside to fight Shield but
Sheamus and Big Show almost fight over who put their differences aside
first.

Arnold Schwarzenegger is inducting Bruno Sammartino into the Hall of
Fame.

Sheamus/Big Show/Randy Orton vs. Rhodes Scholars/Antonio Cesaro

Sandow talks about his opponents having nothing in common and how the
Scholars have a disdain for ignorance. Cesaro yodels a bit. JBL: “Every
time he yodels Daniel Bryan comes running out of the locker room.” Orton
and Cesaro get things going and it’s Randy taking over with some elbows
and shoulders. Off to Sheamus to pound away on Cesaro in the corner
before cranking on the arm a bit.

Off to Big Show which sends Cesaro running off to Cody. Show offers
Rhodes a free shot before chopping the skin off Rhodes’ chest in the
corner. Sandow runs away from Big Show as we take a break. Back with
Sheamus holding Sandow by the beard so Orton can come in and pummel
Damien in the corner. Sandow finally shoves Orton into the heel corner
for some triple teaming.

Cesaro comes back in for his gutwrench suplex for two. Cody cranks on the
arm for a bit before Sandow hooks the Russian legsweep and drops the
Wind-Up Elbow for two. A chinlock is quickly broken by Randy and there’s
the over the back backbreaker to give Orton a breather. Cesaro tries to
interfere but Big Show makes the save, allowing for the double tag to
Sheamus and Rhodes. There are the ten forearms to Cody’s chest and ten
for Sandow as well. Cody tries to jump Sheamus and is caught in White
Noise. The WMD takes out Cesaro and it’s an RKO for Sandow. Brogue Kick
ends Cody at 8:14 shown of 11:14.



Rating: B-. Now THIS is what you do to test Orton/Sheamus/Big Show. It
doesn’t prove anything to have them beat up guys like 3MB, and while
these three weren’t much better, they at least gave the super best
friends a challenge. Not a good match or anything but it was the basic
tag formula and that’s going to work all the time.

Shield’s music hits but this time Orton/Sheamus/Big Show go after them.
Why has no one thought to do that before? Shield gets beaten up in a box
of some kind to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This wasn’t the best show in the world but as
mentioned, what else are they supposed to do with Wrestlemania this
close? The best thing they need to do is push the World Championship
match, as that has fizzled terribly, going from one of the more
interesting matches on the card to nothing at all. Rock was fun as
expected, but at the end of the day Wrestlemania isn’t coming in all that
well.

Results

Chris Jericho b. Wade Barrett – Codebreaker

Daniel Bryan/Kaitlyn b. Dolph Ziggler/AJ Lee – Spear to Lee

Jack Swagger vs. Great Khali went to a double countout

Big Show/Sheamus/Randy Orton b. Rhodes Scholars/Antonio Cesaro – Brogue
Kick to Rhodes

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews


