Monday Night Raw - February
17, 2003: How Did I Last As
Long As I Did?

Monday Night Raw
Date: February 17, 2003
Location: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

It’s the go home show for No Way Out and this show is already giving me a
headache. Last week’s episode was absolutely worthless with nothing being
accomplished (almost literally) and Bischoff being right back where he
started after being fired earlier in the night. That'’s the kind of thing
you get on an episode of the Jetsons or some low level sitcom. Let’'s get
to it.

Also I'm going to start doing four in a row of both 1997 and 2003 Raw.
I've been doing these series over a year and I'm not even to Wrestlemania
yet.

Theme song gets us going.

Rob Van Dam vs. Lance Storm

Kane and Regal are at ringside due to the newly announced tag title match
on Sunday. They trade flipping counters to start until Van Dam gets his
stepover kick to the jaw to put Storm down. Lance takes him into the
corner but gets caught by a middle rope cross body for two. Rob rolls to
the apron and suplexes Storm next to him for an apron slugout, only to
have Rob get slammed face first into the barricade. Back in and a
springboard clothesline gets two for Lance as the crowd is trying to get
into this.
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Lance chokes away in the corner and actually tries to talk trash, which
goes about as well as you would expect. Off to a facelock on Van Dam as
Regal is pleased with how evil Lance is looking. Back up and Rob scores
with a spinwheel kick before clotheslining Storm a few times. The middle
rope kick to the chest gets two but Storm grabs Rob’s leg and puts on the
Mapleleaf. A rope is quickly grabbed and Rob kicks Lance in the face,
setting up Rolling Thunder for two. Regal tries to break up the Five Star
but Kane takes care of him with ease. Storm’s superplex attempt is broken
up and the Five Star is good for the pin.

Rating: D+. The match was fine from a technical standpoint but it didn’t
do anything for the match at all. You have to have the challengers win
the match before the title match to make it look like the titles are in
jeopardy so the winner was pretty clear. Hopefully Kane and Van Dam can
breathe some life into the titles on Sunday.

Shawn talks to Jeff Hardy about losing his luggage on a flight when
Bischoff walks up. Michaels sarcastically tells him good luck on Sunday
but Bischoff says he has an announcement that might make Shawn need luck.

Here’'s Bischoff with something special for us. There’s someone here that
the fans have been wanting for a long time and Bischoff has some
unfinished business. That man is here tonight and it’s....Chief Morely,
who is officially reinstated. JR: “Well boy howdy, happy days are here
again.” As for tonight, it’s Shawn Michaels/Jeff Hardy vs.
Christian/Chris Jericho in a No DQ match.

Also the Dudley Boys have been suspended, meaning there will be no tables
tonight. We get a clip of them being thrown out earlier, and I'm sure
they won’t be here again tonight. However that was just Bubba and D-Von
being thrown out, so tonight it’'s Spike vs. Rico and 3 Minute Warning in
a handicap match. Finally, Bischoff talks about how awesome he is at
martial arts and is going to give us an exhibition tonight against one
Jim Ross. Pretty standard “I'm the evil GM” promo here.



Steven Richards wants Victoria to talk to Jazz before their tag match
tonight. They have their talk and it’'s about as cordial as sitting on a

porcupine.

Jacqueline/Molly Holly vs. Victoria/Jazz

Victoria is Womens’' Champion but Jazz shoves her out of the way to beat
up Molly. The beating ensues for a few seconds until Jackie makes the
save. Off to Victoria for her spinout side slam for two on Molly.
Victoria screams her a bit before poewrslaming Molly down for two. She
loads up the slingshot legdrop but Jazz comes in to steal the cover for
two. Off to Jackie who elbows both Jazz and Victoria in the face but Jazz
throws Jackie into Victoria to send the champion to the floor. A DDT ends

Jackie quick.

Jazz beats up Jackie to complete silence which JR says is the crowd being

in awe.

We recap Goldust being attacked by Evolution and getting electrocuted.

Booker T says Goldust has some neurological problems since the attack. He

swears revenge on Evolution.

Evolution makes fun of Goldust’s condition. They'll take Steiner out
tonight too.

Lawler and JR talk about Curt Hennig’s passing and give us a nice video
package on him. It includes the sports videos which still work like a

charm.

Rodney Mack vs. Al Snow

Before the match, Mack’'s manager Teddy Long promises that Mack will beat

down the white man. “Al Snow? It doesn’t get any whiter than that.” He



also says a black man has the same chance to be president that Snow has
tonight. Snow takes him down to start but gets caught in an overhead
belly to belly suplex. A powerslam gets two for Rodney but Al comes back
with a running forearm and the headbutts. Snow’s moonsault hits knees
though and Mack ends him with an AWESOME looking double underhook
powerbomb, though Snow landed on the back of his head (intentionally). I
loved that move on Smackdown vs. Raw.

Jericho and Christian are ready for their match and Jericho slaps his gum

away ala Hennig. That made me smile.

Chris Jericho/Christian vs. Shawn Michaels/Jeff Hardy

This is No DQ and Shawn is in street clothes. It’s a brawl to start with
Shawn taking Christian out to the floor. Jeff catapults Jericho outside

as well but the barricade run is caught in a powerslam. Shawn gets double
teamed and the heels handcuff him to the corner. Hardy gets double teamed
for a bit before it’'s off to Christian for some stomps to the face. More
Canadian double teaming ensues and the reverse DDT puts Hardy down again.

Jericho goes after Shawn but gets choked with Shawn’s free arm.

Christian makes the save and Jericho whips Shawn with his belt. However,
like any stupid villain, Jericho taunts Shawn with the keys. Jeff hits
the Whisper in the Wind on Christian which distracts Jericho, allowing
Shawn to superkick him down and grab the key. The hot tag brings in Shawn
to clean house even though the fans don’t seem interested. The heels are
sent to the floor and Shawn backdrops Jeff onto Christian. Jericho brings
in a chair but gets it superkicked into his face. A Swanton is enough for
the pin.

Rating: C-. This was all about the story rather than the match itself.
Jericho is feuding with Test, even though the writers don’t seem to
remember him at all. We need to get to the Shawn vs. Jericho feud already
because neither guy has anything special going on at all right now. Match
was there but the fans didn’t care.



Jericho freaks out and wants a piece of Jeff Hardy.

Hurricane vs. Christopher Nowitski

Hurricane quickly takes him down to start and gets two off an Oklahoma
roll. Nowitski bails to the floor but gets caught with a hurricanrana off
the apron. Back in and Chris chokes away on the top rope before we hit
the chinlock. Hurricane fights up and gets another rollup for two, only
to be caught in a nice toss into the air spinebuster. Not that it matters
as the Eye of the Hurricane is good for the pin on Chris a few seconds
later.

Rating: C. Nothing terrible here but it worked well enough. Hurricane
wasn’t bad in this role but it never went anywhere until Rock came back
to give him the biggest rub of his career. Nowitski was decent but he
never quite got to the level people were expecting of him. Again the
match was fine but nothing special.

Morely and Bischoff warm up with Morely making fun of JR.

Spike Dudley vs. 3 Minute Warning/Rico

There'’s nothing to say here. The three dominate Spike for about three and
a half minutes and Rico pins Spike after a top rope splash from Jamal.
There was nothing to talk about in between.

We run down the PPV card. To say it looks bad for the Raw side is an
understatement. The only good thing about this preview is Bring Me To
Life as the theme song. Also Edge is listed for a six man tag but
wouldn’t make it due to his neck injury, putting him out for over a year.

Scott Steiner, as calm as you’ll ever hear him, says he knows he can beat
HHH and will do it on Sunday. Booker comes up and wants to win the tag
match tonight.



Scott Steiner/Booker T vs. HHH/Batista

HHH and Booker get us going with Booker leapfrogging the Game and hitting
a kick to the face. A backdrop puts HHH down for two but Batista gets in
a cheap shot from the apron, setting up the knee to the face to give
Evolution control. The still very green Batista comes in for a hard
clothesline in the corner and another one in the middle of the ring. Back
to HHH but Booker rolls into the corner for the hot tag off to Steiner.

A bunch of chops have HHH in trouble and the spinning belly to belly
suplex puts him down again. The fans continue to not care at all, which
should be a good sign for what’s going to happen on Sunday and beyond.
Flair tries to interfere but gets stalked up the ramp by Steiner. The
distraction lets HHH send Steiner out to the floor so Orton can get in
some cheap shots. Really basic formula stuff so far which is the last
thing this show needs right now.

Back in and HHH puts on a sleeper which is quickly broken. The crowd is
almost eerily silent here. Everything breaks down off the hot tag to
Booker and house is cleaned. Batista runs him over with the clothesline
but Steiner breaks up a Pedigree. Orton gets slammed off the top as
Steiner clears the ring. HHH takes a scissors kick out of nowhere to give
Booker the pin.

Rating: D+. The match was ok but it had nothing to it. The ending was a
nice surprise but Steiner vs. HHH is just death and WWE figured that out
by this point. This crowd is just dead though and it needed more than a
generic tag match to fix that. Batista looked good in the short spurts he
was in there though which is a good sign for the future.

Coach takes over JR’s spot on commentary for the main event.

Eric Bischoff vs. Jim Ross




Bischoff breaks some boards and a watermelon before the match to show how
awesome he is. JR comes to the ring in his announcing clothes and Eric
makes it no holds barred because he can. He looks at Morely as he says
this to really hammer in the idea. Lawler is really worried but of course

he stays seated.

Bischoff does some karate poses but gets punched in the face. Morely
comes in to beat JR down and puts a cinder block against Ross’ head so
Bischoff can kick it in half. This finally brings Lawler down to take
Morely down, but a Bischoff distraction lets Morely take the King down.
JR 1is busted open. More kicks put Ross down and Bischoff covers him with
a half nelson for the pin.

Rating: N/A. This wasn’'t wrestling. I'm not sure what it was, but it
wasn’'t wrestling. I'd like to point out that we’re spending the last
segment of a show showing how Eric Bischoff could be a threat to STEVE
AUSTIN. At least with Vince he would have some major backup, but Eric is
going to have who? Morely? That's supposed to be intriguing?

Bischoff drinks beer and says Austin catchphrases to end the show.

Overall Rating: D. This is one of the worst kind of shows you can have.
The wrestling wasn’t horrible, but there was nothing interesting to it at
all. I'm supposed to be fired up for Austin annihilating Bischoff in a
two minute match on Sunday? That or a rematch of HHH vs. Steiner? There’s
just nothing interesting here and I have no idea why people stayed on at
this point.

Here’s No Way Out if you’'re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/02/23/on-this-day-february-23-2003-no-
way-out-2003-rock-vs-hogan-ii/
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Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of In Your House at Amazon for just $4
at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Thunder - July 2, 1998.:
Something New To Talk About
All Show

Thunder

Date: July 2, 1998

Location: Columbus Civic Center, Columbus, Georgia
Commentators: Lee Marshall, Bobby Heenan, Tony Schiavone

We're getting closer to Bash at the Beach and the card is starting to
fill out a bit more. The hype machine around the NBA match calmed down a
bit on Nitro and hopefully that follows through tonight. On another note
though, a major announcement is happening tonight which is going to
change a lot of things in WCW very soon. Let’s get to it.

The announcers welcome us to the show and talk about how amazing Bash at
the Beach will be while recapping the ending to Monday’s show.

Here’s Jericho with a sign saying Conspiracy Victim. Jericho asks ring
announcer Dave Penzer what town we’re in and still gets it wrong anyway.
He knows everyone is here tos ee their role model and their paragon of
virtue and here he is. The WCW offices wanted to put him on last tonight
but he couldn’t make his fans wait that long.

Jericho has to face Dean Malenko at Bash at the Beach, but is he really
someone you want to see with a belt around his waist? Dean Malenko isn’t
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the man you think he is. Ultimo Dragon has a concussion due to Dean
attacking him on Monday, so tonight Jericho is going to face someone we
haven’t seen in six months. It’s going to be a five star classic that all
the sheet readers can go crazy over (his words) in the vein of Moby Dick
vs. Captain Ahab. If this guy wins he’ll get a title shot at Bash at the
Beach: Rey Mysterio Jr!

Chris Jericho vs. Rey Mysterio Jr.

If you're familiar with Jericho, you should know what’s coming already.
It’s a guy that stands about 4’8 and must weigh 200lbs. Jericho easily
shoves him down as the fans are all over Jericho for this. Mysterio comes
back with a dropkick but gets suplexed down for a cover, only to have
Jericho intentionally roll Mysterio on top of him for the pin and the
title shot.

Jericho is stunned, yes STUNNED I say, that he lost and declares Mysterio
Jr. the #1 contender. He continues to be the most entertaining thing in
the entire company.

Here’'s Giant, now complete with Kane style pyro from the four corners of
the ring, with something to say. He asks for a moment of silence while he
delivers words from the almighty Hollywood Hogan. Hollywood asked Giant
to come out here to let them know that he (Giant) is on the warpath.
Goldberg and Kevin Greene need to get ready for the beating of their
lives at Bash at the Beach. That brings him to the Red and Black, who are
all cocky backstage. If they’re that arrogant, why not send out Lex Luger
to face Giant tonight? Very simple promo here but it did everything it
needed to do.

Doc Dean vs. Stevie Ray

Dean is a small British guy who never did anything in America. Stevie
pounds him into the corner and hits a World’s Strongest Slam for two.
Dean is sent to the floor for a few moments before Stevie hits the Slap
Jack (lifting Pedigree) for the easy pin.

Post match here’s Chavo on his horse to talk to Stevie about his family
problems. Chavo: “Do you know how to play Monopoly?” Before Stevie can



answer, Chavo talks about how similar they are but apologizes to grandma
for all of Eddie’s losses as of late. Chavo says Stevie is sorry to
grandma for Booker as well but Stevie shoves Guerrero down. That's fine
with him as long as Stevie doesn’t take his horse. It’'s good to see Chavo

branching out.

British Bulldog/Jim Neidhart vs. Public Enemy

Before either team comes out, Disco Inferno and Alex Wright dance down
the aisle. Disco says everyone is here to see them dance but Public Enemy
interrupts. Rocco says they’re not here for a fight but thinks the people
here might like to see a dance party. Am I watching Raw from 2012 or
Thunder? The dance contest is on but Wright and Disco quickly bail and we
take a break.

Back with Neidhart and Bulldog coming out for the actual match. Rocco and
Neidhart get us going with Anvil hiptossing him down and quickly tagging
in the Bulldog. Rock is sent to the floor for a breather and comes back
in to take Neidhart into the Public Enemy corner. Off to Grunge As the
scrapping style offense begins. A double elbow gets two on Neidhart but
he fights over for the tag to Bulldog. Everything breaks down and here
are Wright and Disco to beat down Grunge and Neidhart. They pick up the
table in the ring as Bulldog is powerslamming Rocco, only to drive him
through the raised table for the double DQ.

Rating: D-. This was an angle instead of a match but it didn’t work for
the most part. It’s the most interesting thing Neidhart and Bulldog have
done in a long time but that doesn’t make it anything special. Wright and
Disco might be the best thing that could happen to these guys though as
there’s nothing interesting about the same styles fighting each other

over and over.

It’s time for the big announcement. JJ Dillon comes out and says he loves
his job on days like this. After meeting with the executive committee all
day, it has been determined that Hollywood Hogan will defend his title
against GOLDBERG on Nitro in Goldberg’s hometown of Atlanta.

To this day I do not understand why this wasn’t on pay per view. Yes it

was going to be in front of the biggest Nitro crowd ever, yes a lot of



executives were going to be there, yes it was a huge match, but Goldberg
vs. Hogan could have headlined Starrcade. The best guess I can come up
with 1is they were that desperate to win a night in the ratings, but if
they threw away millions and millions of dollars for a one night win,

they deserve to go out of business.

If nothing else, hype the match up for a month or more instead of the
four days they gave it. That might even be worse than putting it on
Nitro. They can spend the better part of a month hyping up a one off tag
match but the future of the company’s passing of the torch moment gets
four days? I know the NBA match made a ton of money, but I find it hard
to believe it made as much as Goldberg’'s entire title run combined. It’s
a very questionable way of getting to the match and I still don’t get it
entirely.

Raven talks about making all of the Flock members feel worthwhile.

Kidman vs. Saturn

Fast start with Saturn flipping Kidman to the mat and taking him down
with a spinwheel kick. The announcers ignore the match but it’s
understandable this soon after an actual major announcement. An overhead
belly to belly suplex puts Kidman over the top and Saturn chases Lodi for
fun. A clothesline puts Kidman down again but Saturn’s suicide dive hits

a chair instead of Kidman to change momentum.

After a quick chinlock Kidman gets two off a facebuster. Saturn comes
back with a clothesline and a small package for two, only to be
dropkicked right back down. Off to another chinlock by Kidman which is
quickly let go so he can stomp on Saturn again. Saturn avoids a charge in
the corner and the announcers speculate what a title change would mean
for the PPV.

Kidman comes right back with a sitout spinebuster but gets crotched while
going up for the Seven Year Itch. A superplex brings Kidman down again
but Saturn has to superkick Lodi down. Kidman walks the corner for a
bulldog but Saturn sweeps his legs out for another near fall. The Death

Valley Driver is enough to pin Kidman a few seconds later.



Rating: C+. Nice match here as Saturn continues to look awesome in the
ring. At this point it would have been easy to see him as someone with
potential in the future for WCW. He’s having consistently good matches
and promos complete with a good look. What more can you ask for out of a
guy? Kidman was quite good here as well, mixing up the high flying with
some basic stuff to keep him from being one dimensional.

Saturn challenges Raven for a match.

We look back at Benoit and Anderson’s talk last week with Anderson saying

the Horsemen are done.

Mongo talks about wanting the Horsemen back. We get some clips from NFL
Hall of Fame coach Mike Ditka talking about how awesome Mongo is.
McMichael tells Anderson to put the team together again and watch what
happens.

We see Giant chokeslamming Luger from last week.

Brian Adams vs. Bobby Blaze

Blaze tries a quick hiptoss but gets taken down by a big suplex instead.
Naturally the announcers focus on this match but ignored the good Saturn
vs. Kidman match. A knee to the head puts Blaze down for two but he comes
back with a spinwheel kick. Not that it matters as Adams catches him in a
tilt-a-whirl backbreaker and an over the shoulder backbreaker gets the
pin. Total squash.

Raven comes out almost immediately and accepts Saturn’s challenge. He
talks about giving Saturn a bloody nose in sixth grade and how he never
thought Saturn would turn on him. Also, Kanyon is officially getting a
break while Raven deals with Saturn.

TV Title: Fit Finlay vs. Booker T

Booker is defending. Finlay jumps him before the bell like any good heel
would do by firing off a series of European uppercuts. They head outside
with Booker being rammed into various objects as this has been one sided
so far. Booker is dropped throat first across the barricade for a two

count inside. Finlay keeps pounding away on him and sends Booker into the



corner but the champion comes out with him spinning sunset flip for two.

Finlay will have none of this offense from Booker and stomps him down
again, only to have Booker come up with the Harlem sidekick to get a
breather. The running forearm and a side slam get two each for the
champion but Finlay uppercuts him down again. After some choking from the
floor, Finlay kicks him in the face, only to get caught in a belly to
back suplex. The announcers are actually into the match surprisingly
enough. Booker is tossed outside and Finlay calls for the tombstone, only
to turn around and get caught by the missile dropkick for the pin.

Rating: C. Not bad but this is another match we’ve seen a few times
already. Finlay deserved a rematch for the title though so it's
understandable that we saw this again. The match wasn’t bad at all and
was what Booker needs to get back to: having solid matches and winning
from behind to keep the title.

Post match Booker says he’s coming for Bret until Stevie Ray
says Booker needs to take care of business. triggering an
argument between the brothers.

Here’s Chavo with a cardboard box. He sets the box up in the ring on a
stick with a piece of twine around the stick. The words Acme Eddie Trap
are written on the side and Chavo puts what looks like a burrito under
the box. Chavo: “Be very very quiet. I'm hunting Eddies.” He pulls out a
toy bow and arrow and says “here Eddie Eddie Eddie.”

Eddie comes out and moves the stick before hiding. Chavo looks under the
box but doesn’t find Eddie. “I think I need a bigger box.” Eddie grabs
Chavo and gives him a brainbuster on the floor before beating him with
the burrito. For some reason there are scissors at ringside and Eddie
cuts off some of his nephew’s hair until security takes him away. This
was uh....interesting shall we say.

Konnan vs. Kanyon

Konnan pounds away to start but Kanyon shoves him back and sweeps
Konnan’s legs to get us to an early stalemate. Here’s the Flock on the
ramp to watch the match, even though Raven says he was giving Kanyon a



break. Kanyon grabs the Moss Covered Three Handled Family Credenza and a
fallaway slam for two each as the Flock watches from ringside. They trade
rollups for a few two counts each until Konnan botches a headscissors
attempt.

The Flock finally gets Konnan'’s attention, allowing Raven to sneak in for
an Evenflow to Kanyon. Man, if you can’t trust drugged out cult leaders
who speak in nothing but poetry, who can you trust? Konnan doesn’t see
this and puts the unconscious Kanyon in the Tequila Sunrise for the win.

Rating: D+. This was a rather sloppy match with several botches
throughout. It wasn’t quite clear who was to blame for most of them but
given how crisp Kanyon usually, putting the blame on Konnan would seem to
be a safe bet. The Flock getting the better of Kanyon is something new
for a change so at least they’re moving forward a bit.

Post match the Flock goes after Kanyon and Konnan comes back to try for a
save, only to get beaten down as well. Luger comes out for the real save
and clears the Flock out before calling out the Giant for the main event.

Lex Luger vs. Giant

Luger pounds away with right hands but Giant shoves him away and
clotheslines Luger down. A splash gets two on Luger and Giant slows
things down with his big man offense. Maybe all the cigarettes are taking
their toll? Giant hits a LOUD chop in the corner and pounds away on his
back. We hit the chinlock for a bit but Luger comes back with a
jawbreaker to stun the big man. Luger hits his clotheslines and the
forearm to set up the Rack but the Black and White comes in for the DQ.
Nothing match.

Konnan gets beaten down as well until the Flock comes back in to go after
Luger, triggering a three way brawl to end the show.

Overall Rating: C-. This didn’'t work for me for the most part with the
entertaining parts being overshadowed by the uninspired stuff later in
the night. It was nice to have something new for the announcers to harp
on for most of the show and it’s even nicer that it’s something that will
matter after Bash at the Beach. This show was mostly about the midcard



though, which is something that’s been needed lately.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of on the History of In Your House at Amazon for just $4
at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

On This Day: November 19,
2001 — Monday Night Raw: It’s
RIC FLAIR Walking That Aisle!

Monday Night Raw
Date: November 19, 2001
Location: Charlotte Coliseum, Charlotte, North Carolina

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

Well the Invasion is over and I don’t think anyone is really complaining
that it’'s done. Tonight we basically hit a big reset button tonight as
things get back to “normal” for the first time in months tonight. I have
no idea what to expect with this show. Well ok I do as I remember
watching it and the big surprise on it but it makes for a better intro if
I say that. Let’s get to it.

We open with Foley and Vince on a plane earlier today. Foley says he
knows that he’s getting fired, but Vince only says Have a Nice Day.
That’s the last we would see of Mick Foley in the WWF/E for over a year
and a half.

Here’s Vince to open the show and you know he’s happy after last night.
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He thanks Angle for ending the Alliance and says that ECW is dead. Until
there was an opening due to high DVD sales of course. The WCW Title is
now the World Championship, which is different from the WWF Championship
because....because this is called the World Championship. Also tonight,
someone is going to become the inaugural member of Vince’s special club.
That person gets to keep their job (along with the champions as they get
to keep their jobs too).

That brings Vince to the leader of the Alliance. As soon as Austin
arrives here tonight, Vince's plans go into effect. There’s one more
change: we have an empty seat on commentary. Vince brings out Paul Heyman
who sits on the commentary desk, but Vince never said that Paul was the
new commentator. Vince calls him into the ring and Heyman immediately
starts sucking up.

McMahon says he’'s a first amendment guy (Heyman: “And one of the best
ever sir!”) and using his first amendment, he says that Heyman is fired.
Heyman wants to fight but as the jacket comes off, Heyman runs. Heyman
walks on the floor and then lunges at JR, who beats the tar out of him.
Security pulls Heyman off and takes him out. Vince calls out Lawler to be
JR’s partner again. That just feels right.

Women's Title: Lita vs. Trish Stratus

Trish is defending after winning the title last night in a Six Pack
Challenge. Last night Trish was seen coming out of the Hardys’' locker
room when only Matt was in there so there’s some heat here. Trish is
AWFUL at this point so don’t expect any kind of a good match here.
Fifteen seconds in and they HORRIBLY botch a wristlock.

Spear gets two for Lita as does a sunset flip. Trish sends her into the
middle rope for two before hitting an awkward slam. Lita hits a bad
flapjack for another near fall before Trish kicks her in the chest to
take over. An elbow misses for Stratus but she manages to shove Lita off
the top to the floor. Trish kicks Lita into Matt so Matt throws Lita back
in. Trish backslides her to retain. This was HORRIBLE.

Vince goes to see the Dudleys, Stacy, Test, Van Dam and Christian. These

are the people who aren’t fired for being either champions, immune, or



gorgeous. Vince punishes Van Dam for not accepting his offer to join the
WWF a few months ago by making him face the Dudleys in a handicap tables
match. The three of them and Stacy leave so Christian can suck up to

Vinny a bit. That gets him nowhere.

Rob Van Dam vs. Dudley Boys

Jerry has to make up his flirting jokes about Stacy so he fires off a
bunch to start. Van Dam has to fight them both off at once and makes D-
Von clothesline Bubba by mistake. Rolling Thunder hits D-Von but Rob
walks into a Bubba Bomb. Rob comes back by spearing Bubba into the
corner, only to walk into a neckbreaker out of said corner from D-Von.
Here are a pair of tables, one on the mat and one in the corner. Rob
grabs a rope to avoid 3D and sends D-Von to the floor.

A kick takes Bubba down and a Van Daminator takes him down even more. D-
Von comes back in and takes some kicks of his own, sending him onto a
table. Van Dam goes for what would have been the longest Five Star ever,
but he leaves it short (no shock) and breaks the table WITH HIS FACE.
FREAKING OW MAN!!! The Dudleys pick up the dead body that used to be RVD
and 3D him onto the table, as it doesn’t break. The second 3D wins it and

I think Van Dam needs a doctor.

Rating: C. Van Dam has earned this rating on his own. It’s not that the
Dudleys didn’t do anything, but those landings with Van Dam were SCARY,
especially the Frog Splash. There was no point to this, but the handicap
tables match was the signature “punishment” match in 2001. Van Dam should
have gotten a bigger push in 2001.

Angle is here and he’s still smug.

Linda McMahon is at WWF New York, likely looking for Connecticut
registered voters.

Angle goes in to see Rock and wants his thank you for the company still
being in business. Rock isn’t amused and wants to know when Angle
was planning on letting the WWF know when he was a mole. Angle
spent a month blasting WWF guys with chairs but Angle says it
was worth it. Rock agrees and says Angle should try to beat



him up now. Angle says he’ll do it for the title. Rock will
never trust either Angle or Vince again. I don’t think Rock
accepted the challenge for the title match but maybe that was
implied.

Shane and Stephanie arrive in a rental car. Stephanie could
always make a living if she wore those dresses on the street.

Vince is in the ring again and apparently the acceptance of
the match was implied as Vince says it’s happening. Austin
isn’t here yet so let’s deal with his kids. Here they are and
Vince says he likes hearing Stephanie called a w****, Shane
tells Vince that he won and that he (Shane) lost to the better
man. Shane leaves and that’s that.

Stephanie plays the daddy’s little girl card, calling herself
young and naive. She blames Shane for everything that
happened, including Linda getting slapped. It was Shane that
made Stephanie slap Linda and tell Vince that she wanted him
to die. She says she’s sorry and tries to cry. Vince calls for
security and Stephanie is literally dragged away. Vince starts
the goodbye song.

Jericho comes in to see Vince (notice his name coming up a lot tonight?)
and Vince yells at him for putting the WWF in jeopardy last night by
attacking Rock. Jericho says that it was due to his ego which Vince isn’t
happy with. Vince doesn’t like big egos, but he loves MASSIVE egos. Oh
and Jericho gets Kane tonight.

Mr. T. is here.

World Title: The Rock vs. Kurt Angle

Rock is defending. Kurt gets in some early right hands to take over and



Rock gets stomped. Rock comes back with punches of his own but he gets
sent to the floor very quickly. Back in and a belly to back suplex gets
two for Kurt. There’s the ankle lock but Rock quickly breaks it. The

countering doesn’t last long as he walks into a belly to belly to take

him down again. Another belly to belly gets two and Kurt pounds away.

They’'re clearly just going through the motions here but since tonight is
pretty much resetting everything, it’s pretty much ok as the matches are
just there to fill time until they figure out what they’re doing next.
Angle goes up but gets crotched and Rock hits a belly to back superplex.
Kurt clotheslines him down but Rock nips up and makes his comeback.
Spinebuster looks to set up the Rock Bottom but Kurt counters into the
Slam for no cover. Ankle lock is countered into a rollup for Rock to

retain.

Rating: D+. Like I said they were going through the motions here and it
didn’t do anything at all. They basically took the night off here and
that’s ok. Angle threw in some suplexes to make it look like he was
trying but they were clearly in very low gear. Angle would do nothing of
note until he went to Smackdown in the Brand Split while Rock kept being
Rock.

Angle attacks Rock post match and Jericho comes out to help him. Both use

their submissions on Rock.

Here’s Vince for the 12" time tonight for the Club stuff. The first
inductee: William Regal. Regal offers to be a gopher for Vince but Vince
says he meant the title of this club literally. Vince has Regal get on
his knee and Vince takes his pants down. We’re watching one of Vince'’s
fantasies aren’t we? Vince takes his underwear down too and makes it
dance. Oh wait Regal has to use chapstick first. Vince bends over a bit
and Regal kisses it. Someone send Linda’s Senate opponent this clip NOW.
The election will be over.

Regal gets laughed at by people like Taz, who still has a job
because...someone help me out here. Regal slugs him.

Chris Jericho vs. Kane




Kane speeds things up to start and sends him into the corner. Jericho
sends him into the rope and slingshots Kane’s throat into the bottom rope
to take over. A swinging neckbreaker misses for the most part but we’ll
count it anyway. Jericho grabs a chair which is quickly knocked out of
his hand. Kane goes up and jumps into the chair for the DQ. This was
nothing.

Jericho beats on Kane and puts him in the “Walls” (they couldn’t quite
get it right either time they tried) and no one makes the save. Wasn’t
Undertaker the one preaching about being a unit?

Creed Desire video.

Angle yells at Edge but Edge says he saved his own job by winning the IC
Title last night. Edge accuses Angle of playing both sides last night.
Their feud wouldn’t start for about six months if my memory is right.

William Regal vs. Taz

Taz punches, Tazmission is broken up, Regal Stretch ends this in less
than a minute. Taz has a job because of being a commentator. Ok then. The
arena is all smoky from Taz’s pyro.

Kurt is melancholy over not being thanked for saving the company, so
Vince offers him the WWF Title.

Vince and Angle go to the ring and Vince tells the fans to thank Kurt for
what he did last night. Vince says Austin can stay wherever he is because
we need a dignified champion. This is a very fast heel turn by Vince who

was the nicest guy in the world all night so far. Vince says that as the

sole owner of the WWF, he’s going to...be interrupted by some very

familiar music.

RIC FLAIR walks out (notice the location of the show) and the place goes
bonkers. Vince calls Flair a has been but Flair is very happy. He says he
bet on a winner last night when he bet on the WWF. Flair says Angle

should win the world title in the ring like he’'s capable of doing.

Vince keeps trying to get Flair out but Flair says that this morning when

Shane and Stephanie sold their stock in the company (what stock? They had



bought WCW and ECW, which in storylines were different companies. What
stock would they still have in the WWF? I guess the idea is that Flair
bought it in June, but he flat out says he bought it “this morning”. Eh
it's WWF logic so we’ll go with it) this morning, Flair bought it, so now

he and McMahon are partners. The look on Vince’s face is GREAT.

Cue Austin who beats the tar out of Angle and runs him off. Flair hands
Austin the title as Austin is a good guy again. A beer bash ends the

show.

Overall Rating: D. The only good stuff to come out of this was in the
last ten minutes, but it raises A TON of questions. First and foremost,
WHY DIDN’'T THEY BRING FLAIR IN SIX MONTHS AGO??? A Flair owned WCW and a
Heyman owned ECW (what a strange business partnership that would have
been) vs. the Vince owned WWF would have been a very interesting story,
but instead that whole thing is gone, it appears to be Austin vs. Vince
again, and Rock vs. Jericho is going to light things on fire for awhile.

That's one heck of a reset.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Survivor Series Count-Up -
2009: Triple Double

Survivor Series 2009

Date: November 22, 2009

Location: Verizon Center, Washington, D.C.
Attendance: 12,500
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Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Matt Striker

We’'re in the final three of shows that actually exist as I'm writing this
now. Tonight is a show based around the match that I'm sure you all know
I love: THE TRIPLE THREAT! I mean, it’s not like you EVER see a triple
threat and that it’s the most overdone gimmick match of all time which
might as well be considered a regular match like a singles or tag match
anymore and that you can barely go two PPVs without seeing one and that
it follows the same formula in every single one of them! In case you’'re
stupid, I hate triple threats and both world titles are being defended in
triple threats against a tag team. Let’s get to it.

We get clips from every Survivor Series for the opening video. They're
obsessed with the history of this show. Apparently the Survivor Series
stopped existing outside of Undertaker after 1990. Who knew? In other
words the clips of the shows stopped at 1990 and it was a regular video
from there.

Team Miz vs. Team Morrison

The Miz, Drew McIntyre, Sheamus, Dolph Ziggler, Jack Swagger
John Morrison, Matt Hardy, Evan Bourne, Shelton Benjamin, Finlay

Sweet goodness that’s a big disparity between the talents. We have one
team where only one member is still in the company and he hasn’t been
seen in ten months. Well Finlay is still in the company but he’'s retired.
On the other side you have four world champions and Drew McIntyre. Miz is
US Champion here. McIntyre has only been around for about three months
and Sheamus has only been on Raw less than a month. Morrison is IC

Champion.

Bourne and Swagger get things going with Evan grabbing a quick rollup for
two. Ziggler comes in for the Hennig Neck Snap and a modified belly to
belly suplex for two. Back to Swagger who pounds on the back of Bourne
and brings Dolph back in again, hooking a half crab on Evan. Bourne
escapes and comes back with a rana out of the corner and a jumping knee
to the face. There’s the hot tag to Matt (BIG pop) and a double elbow to
the back of Ziggler’s head by Evan and Matt. The Side Effect sets up Air



Bourne for the elimination of Ziggler, but McIntyre comes in immediately
and Future Shocks Bourne to tie it back up.

Finlay charges in to fight McIntyre and hits that Regal Roll of his. Off
to Sheamus and Striker goes oooo. They stare each other down but a Miz
distraction allows Sheamus to Brogue Kick Finlay down for the pin. Matt
comes in to pound on Sheamus but he walks into a powerslam for two for
the pale one. 0ff to Miz who drops a leg and puts on a reverse chinlock.
The Reality Check gets two and it’s off to a front facelock.

Hardy reverses but Swagger comes in and drops ax handles on his back to
keep Matt in. Off to a chinlock but Matt counters into a sleeper, from
which he drops Swagger onto the back of his head in a kind of
neckbreaker. Hot tag brings in Morrison to speed thing up. Morrison gets
sent into the post but avoids the Vader Bomb. After taking out Miz, the
Flying Chuck (Disaster Kick) kills Jack for two as everything breaks
down. The referee gets run over and once things calm down, Morrison hits
a knee to Swagger’s chest and Starship Pain ties things up by eliminating

Swagger.

Miz comes in and hits his running corner clothesline followed by a top
rope double ax for two. Off to a quickly broken chinlock as it’'s off to
Shelton. That gold hair thing never did work for him at all. A Stinger
Splash and a northern lights suplex gets two and Benjamin keeps knocking
Miz away whenever Miz comes at him. A bridging German suplex gets two for
Shelton as the original referee is being checked for a concussion.
Sheamus breaks up a neckbreaker from Shelton and Miz hits the Finale to
take out Benjamin.

Off to Matt vs. Drew as things slow down a bit. They send each other into
opposite corners with Matt taking over via a neckbreaker and the yelling
legdrop for two. Another neckbreaker puts McIntyre down but Matt goes up
and misses a moonsault press. A second Future Shock (called a Kobashi DDT
by Striker) gets a second elimination for Drew, leaving us with Morrison
vs. Sheamus/Miz/McIntyre.

Morrison starts with McIntyre and pounds away in the corner as Striker
quotes Jim Morrison lyrics. Drew sends him into the corner and it's off



to Sheamus for some double stomping. Off to Miz for some trash talk
followed by a slugout. Morrison takes over but it’s quickly off to
Sheamus to run John over. Morrison kicks all three heels down but the
flying Chuck is caught by a Brogue Kick out of the air, followed by the
High Cross for the final elimination.

Rating: C+. This was your typical Survivor Series match and hopefully it
gives us the definitive ending to the feud between the captains. Morrison
was the more athletically gifted guy, but Miz would go on to much better
things. I'm not sure if it was more his talent or the complete lack of
expectations for him, but Miz went miles ahead of Morrison soon after
this. Sheamus would get the world title in less than a month.

Team Kofi talks strategy but Christian feels awkward among four people
not like him. His partners are MVP, Kofi Kingston, R-Truth and Mark
Henry. Christian says he’s the only one that’s...you know....from ECW. The
awkward responses ensue and Christian thinks they thought it was because
he’s Canadian. Christian “raps” and mentions the race thing, drawing

stares. Everyone eventually cracks up.

We recap Batista vs. Mysterio. They had been tag partners but Rey got
pinned a few times. At Bragging Rights, Batista snapped and turned heel
on Rey in one of the best heel turns in years. I love this turn because
it’s so simple: Batista got tired of losing over and over and then, very
calmly, he said he was going to rip Rey’s head off, and then he DID. Rey
begged for mercy, but Batista kept beating on him and hurting him,
turning him into a big, muscleheaded bully, which is one of the best
kinds.

Rey Mysterio vs. Batista

That Booyaka song of Rey’s is growing on me. It’s fun to shout along
with. Rey takes the leg out quickly and tries the 619 but Batista bails.
Rey follows and is immediately slammed against the apron and Big Dave
takes over. Mysterio tries to fire off some kicks but Batista
clotheslines his head off to stop Rey cold. The Batista Bomb is escaped
as 1is a powerslam and Rey goes after the knee.

Rey kicks Batista into 619 position but Batista grabs the legs out of the



air but can’t hit the Bomb yet. Mysterio sends him to the floor for a
seated senton but Batista shrugs it off. Back in and Rey hits a pair of
619’s to the back and the ribs and a third to the face. Another
springboard seated senton puts Batista down and Rey goes up for the Eddie
dance, only to dive onto knees. Batista kills Rey with a spear and
there’s the spinebuster. The Batista Bomb kills Rey but Dave won’t cover.
There's another Bomb and a third so the referee stops the match.

Rating: C+. I liked this for the story it was telling and the match
wasn’'t all that important. This was cool to see as Batista let out some
of his anger and didn’t have to get pinned by some stupid rollup or
anything like that. Sometimes you need some violence and the destruction
of someone instead of them being able to stand tall. Let the bad guy win
once in awhile and let him look strong. Then when someone stands up to
him and beats him, they’re a hero. For some reason, this never happens

anymore.

Post match Batista brings in a chair and picks up a begging Rey. He hits
a spinebuster onto the chair, but the key here is the look on his face.
There is no emotion on it at all and it’'s like he has to do this because
it's who he is. Awesome all around. Rey is taken out on a stretcher.

Orton doesn’t like his team. Punk doesn’t really want to hear it.

We recap Team Kofi vs. Team Orton. Orton was all evil and psycho so Kofi
stood up to him. This resulted in what looked to be one of the best face
pushes in a long time, as Kofi showed some AWESOME emotion and looking
like a serious threat to take Orton down. He destroyed an Orton racecar
and then got in a BIG brawl with Orton all over Madison Square Garden,
culminating in hitting a Boom Drop through a table.

Unfortunately, the beginning of this saw Kofi miss his cue and make Orton
look stupid, so guess what happened to Kofi’s push at the end of this
program? Since, you know, months of awesome promos and buildup and crowd
reactions should be thrown away for the sake of a three second error that
no one remembers. The package easily edits it out here, but hey, EVERYONE
remembers EVERYTHING that happens on Raw right? That'’'s why everything is
recapped: so EVERYONE that remember EVERYTHING can remember it even



better.

Team Randy Orton vs. Team Kofi Kingston

Kofi Kingston, MVP, Mark Henry, R-Truth, Christian
Randy Orton, Cody Rhodes, Ted DiBiase, CM Punk, William Regal

Christian is ECW Champion and I think that’s the only title in this.
Orton starts thinking he gets to fight Kofi but Henry starts instead.
Henry throws Randy into Orton’s corner where Henry beats up all four of
them. There’'s a bearhug as Striker says being a Rumble winner might help
Orton with strategy here. Huh? What does a battle royal have to do with
an elimination tag match? Anyway, Legacy (DiBiase and Rhodes) help their
I think former boss out and it’s an RKO to eliminate Henry in less than a

minute.

MVP comes in and Team Orton all bails to the floor. After the quick
huddle outside, here’s Orton again to face MVP but Rhodes makes a blind
tag to stomp away on him. It’s quickly off to DiBiase then Regal then
Punk to stomp away until Punk hooks a chinlock. MVP fights up and hits a
suplex that looked like it lacked contact before bringing Truth in. Truth
does his backflip into the splits but Rhodes’ distraction lets Punk hit
the GTS to eliminate the rapper.

Christian comes in next to face Punk and they trade basic stuff to start.
Punk gets in a knee to the ribs and it’s off to DiBiase for a middle rope
elbow which gets two. Christian tries the Killswitch but walks into a

powerslam instead. Dream Street and the Killswitch are both countered so
Christian kicks DiBiase in the ribs and hits the spinning sunset flip out

of the corner to make it 4-3.

Regal comes in immediately and gets all fired up but gets dropkicked
down. There’'s the tag to Kofi and things speed way up. Kofi fires off
punches in the corner and but Regal fires off some punches to slow Kofi
down. Off to Rhodes for more punches and kicks before Regal comes in
again. MVP gets the tag and hits the Drive By (running boot to the head)
to take Regal out and tie us up at three each (Kofi/MVP/Christian vs.
Orton/Rhodes/Punk) .



Cody comes in with a top rope cross body but MVP rolls through it for
two. Rhodes gets caught in the good guy corner and it’s Canadian time as
Christian pounds him into another corner. Tornado DDT is broken up and
Christian is in trouble already. Cody wraps his legs around Christian as
things slow down again. Off to Randy again who hits a gorgeous dropkick
for two. Off to Rhodes who misses a knee drop so it’s back to MVP. It’s
more basic punches and the Ballin Elbow for no cover. MVP has to knock
Orton down and gets caught in Cross Rhodes to make it 3-2.

Kofi comes in and rolls up Cody for a VERY hot two count before it’s back
to Christian. The Canadian works on the arm before it’'s back to Kofi with
a springboardy shot to the arm as well. Christian and Kofi take turns on
Cody until the Killswitch takes him out. This was simple yet effective.
It’s down to Punk/Orton vs. Christian/Kofi which is a spiffy little tag
match.

Orton comes in to face Christian and a right hand takes Captain Charisma
down. Christian has to take Punk down off the apron but still manages to
avoid the RKO and hit the Killswitch for two as Punk saves. Punk
distracts Christian and it’s an RKO to make it 2-1. Kofi wants Orton but
Randy tags out when he sees Kingston there. Punk and Kofi stare at each
other a bit before slugging it out with Kofi taking over with some HARD
forearms.

The GTS and Trouble in Paradise both miss and we’ve got a stalemate. Kofi
hits a big dropkick and the SO0S for two. Orton is walking around on the
floor as Punk takes over. Off to a leg choke which shifts to a body vice
with the legs as some time is killed. Kofi fights up but a splash hits
Punk’s knees.

A falcon'’s arrow gets two for CM but the bulldog out of the corner is
countered with a belly to back suplex. Kofi goes up and after blocking a
superplex twice, a top rope cross body gets a close two. An Orton
distraction prevents the Boom Drop but Kofi reverses a rollup into the
pin on Punk and immediately kicks Orton’s head off for the final pin and
a BIG pop.

Rating: B. This took a bit more time than it needed but the ending was



perfect. It made Kofi look like a STAR...and then he lost the next month
to Orton and was back in the midcard immediately after, but this was
AWESOME. The other eliminations didn’t mean much and this would have been
better as a 4-4 match with about three less minutes, but great ending and

I was totally into the Kofi push at this point.

Smackdown World Title: Undertaker vs. Chris Jericho vs. Big Show

Hey look: the world champion is defending against a big time tag team.
Jericho won at Bragging Rights and Big Show turned on Raw at the same
show to get this spot. Taker is defending and he’s the only person I’'ll
call champion in this match even though JeriShow have the tag titles
here. The challengers pound Taker into the corner with Show headbutting
the champion a bit for good measure.

Taker comes back with a clothesline to send Show to the floor and goes
after him instead of fighting Jericho in the ring. 0dd decision but Taker
is an odd guy most of the time. Taker fires away punches on the floor but
Jericho pops up from out of nowhere and takes out the champ’s legs. Taker
is stuck in the timekeeper’s area so the challengers lift him out of it

to throw him back inside to hammer away.

Jericho misses a charge and Taker pounds away on Show before
clotheslining him down. Show heads to the floor and Jericho gets beaten
up for awhile but the big bald guy pulls the champ to the floor. Taker is
all cool with that though and posts Show before getting crotched when
attempting Old School on Jericho. Chris superplexes him down but Taker
gets the knees up to block the Lionsault. Jericho counters the counter
and puts on the Walls, but Show breaks it up with a chokeslam.

A chokeslam to Taker is countered into a DDT and all three guys are down.
Jericho tries to cover both guys but can only get two before being
launched to the floor by Big Show. Taker wins a slugout with Big Show and
they both grab chokeslam grips, but it’s Jericho with a belt shot that
takes Show down, possibly by mistake. Taker loads up the Last Ride on
Jericho but a belt shot to the head knocks out the champion but only for
two seconds. Jericho mocks the Undertaker for some reason and tries a
Tombstone. Unless your name is Kane, WHY WOULD YOU TRY THAT ON



UNDERTAKER?7??

Taker counters it but Show knocks him out. Jericho saves the pin and
tries a Codebreaker on Big Show, who is like boy please. A knock out
punch puts Jericho down as Taker is getting back to his feet. Show calls
for the chokeslam but Undertaker pulls him down into the Hell'’s Gate for

the submission to retain.

Rating: C+. This is one of those matches that went fine but you could
have called most of the match the entire way through. Was there any doubt
that Taker was going to keep the belt here and that the partners would
turn on each other? That’'s the problem with these kind of matches: they
never take risks on the endings so it’s the same stuff over and over

again.

The survivors of Team Miz (Miz, McIntyre and Sheamus) brag a bit. They
all claim to be the future.

Team Mickie James vs. Team Michelle McCool
Michelle McCool, Layla, Beth Phoenix, Jillian Hall, Alicia Fox
Mickie James, Kelly Kelly, Melina, Gail Kim, Eve Torres

Michelle is Women'’s Champion and Melina is Divas Champion. I'm not sure
if this is before of after Laycool was making fun of Mickie for being
“fat”. Kelly and Layla get things going and it’s not pretty from the
start. They are but the wrestling isn’t quite so smooth. Layla hits some
dropkicks to the back but Kelly comes back with a legdrop to the back of
the head (not the K2 but a regular legdrop) to get the quick elimination.

Off to Gail vs. Michelle and it’s a quick Faithbreaker (Styles Clash) to
eliminate Kim. Seriously it’'s that fast. Off to Eve vs. Jillian with the
singer taking over with a cartwheel splash. After some uninspired stuff,
Eve pins Jillian with a top rope sunset flip and is immediately pinned
herself after the Glam Slam. A second Glam Slam pins Kelly and it’'s down
to Mickie/Melina vs. Beth/Michelle/Alicia. Mickie comes in to fight Beth
and after some forearms, a crucifix gets rid of Phoenix.

Alicia comes in next and things slow WAY down as Beth was the only girl



in there that was going to be able to beat Mickie. A northern lights
suplex with a GREAT bridge from Alicia gets two but Mickie backflips up
from the mat into a front chancery. It’s quickly broken up but it looked
awesome. Mickie comes off the middle rope with a Thesz Press for the pin
to make it 2-1.

Michelle comes in and stomps on Mickie before hooking a chinlock. Mickie
comes back with a forearm to the face and both chicks are down. James
can’t quite make the tag so Michelle slams her down for two. There'’s the
hot tag to Melina who goes nuts but gets no response. Michelle suplexes
her down but she puts Melina over her shoulders and gets caught in a
sunset flip for the final pin.

Rating: D-. This was worthless. As in there was no value to this
whatsoever. The sex appeal is going down too as most of the girls are
more covered up than they were in the previous years, and when you have
bad wrestling with a lack of sex appeal, the Divas matches go way down in

value. The crowd didn’'t care at all here either.
Batista liked hurting Rey.

No recap video for the main event, but there’s no need for one. It’s the
same story as the other world title match minus the Bragging Rights

parts.

Raw World Title: HHH vs. Shawn Michaels vs. John Cena

Cena is defending of course. The bell rings and Shawn superkicks HHH to
the floor. Cena’s reaction is great as he never saw that coming and I
don’t think most people did either. The replay screws it up by showing a
good three inches between Shawn’s boot and HHH'’s face, but that’s normal
anymore. Cena tries a fast clothesline on Shawn but gets caught in a
neckbreaker instead.

John comes back with a release fisherman’s suplex but Shawn chops away in
the corner. Shawn gets kicked onto the top rope where Cena tries the AA
but Shawn counters into something that most resembled a DDT for two.
Shawn goes for the knee and the fans think Cena sucks. There’s a Figure
Four (wrong leg but Shawn is a Flair disciple) on Cena but John turns it



over to escape.

Back to their feet we go and Cena’s leg seems perfectly fine. He hits a
pair of shoulder blocks but a third misses and he falls to the floor.
Shawn loads up the announce table as HHH is still out cold apparently.
Cena pops up to try an AA through the table but HHH saves, only to hit a
big spinebuster to send Shawn through the table. Back inside we have HHH
pounding away on Cena as Striker CANNOT SHUT UP. He talks about how HHH
is the ace of spades and all kinds of other terms that either go over
most peoples’ heads or MAKE NO FREAKING SENSE. Call him HHH and be done

with it you nitwit.

HHH hits a neckbreaker for two on Cena but a Pedigree attempt is
countered into a slingshot into the corner. They slug it out with Cena
taking over and hitting a shoulder to take over. There’s the ProtoBomb
but as Cena goes for the Shuffle, here’s Shawn to send him into the post.
It’s time for DX to explode and Shawn takes over early with an atomic
drop and some chops. HHH comes back with a knee to the face but Shawn

hits the forearms and nips up.

The nip up doesn’t do much good though as he is immediately caught in the
spinebuster, but like Cena he escapes the Pedigree. Shawn goes up but
gets crotched by Cena who goes up as well, only to miss the top rope
Fameasser. Shawn hits the top rope elbow on Cena but HHH sends Shawn to
the floor. There’s the STF on HHH as Cena doesn’t seem interested in
selling at all in this match. As HHH is about to tap, Shawn comes in and
hooks the Crossface on Cena to break the hold.

Cena pulls up from that into an AA attempt but Michaels slips down the
back, only to get caught in the STF. Shawn FINALLY gets the rope and pops
up to superkick Cena down. HHH charges in and takes another superkick,
only to fall on Cena for a VERY close two. Cena hits an AA on HHH as
Shawn gets back in after falling out after the two kicks. They both crawl
for the cover and both get a two at the same time. All three guys try
finishers on each other (including a piledriver attempt from Shawn)
before Shawn superkicks HHH again but gets AA’d onto HHH for the pin by
Cena to retain.



Rating: B. Good solid match here and WAY better than the previous one.
Cena’s selling here was really surprising though as he’s not one to pull
something like that. Other than that the finishers being used so often
got a bit annoying, but the match felt like a big battle where anyone
could have won, which couldn’t really be said about Show vs. Jericho vs.
Taker. Good stuff here.

Cena signs some autographs for National Guard members to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. This is a pretty good show but overall, it’'s kind of
underwhelming. The show mostly felt like it came and went and if the show
happened that’'s fine but if it didn’t exist that would be fine too. The
triple threats didn’'t work either although the main event was definitely
a solid match. No need to see this, although it was good show if that
makes sense.

Ratings Comparison

Team Miz vs. Team Morrison
Original: B

Redo: C+

Batista vs. Rey Mysterio
Original: C+

Redo: C+

Team Kingston vs. Team Orton
Original: B+

Redo: B

Undertaker vs. Chris Jericho vs. Big Show
Original: C+

Redo: C+



Team Mickie James vs.

Original: D
Redo: D-

John Cena vs.
Original: C+
Redo: B
Overall Rating
Original: B-

Redo: B-

That’s probably about as close as this is going to get.
Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/18/history-of-survivor-series-count

HHH vs.

Team Michelle McCool

Shawn Michaels

-up-2009-the-pg-powers-explode/
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Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for

just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for

just $4 at:
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Survivor Series Count-Up -
2008: Not As Bad As It’'s Made
Out To Be

Survivor Series 2008

Date: November 23, 2008

Location: TD Banknorth Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Attendance: 12,498

Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, Todd Grisham, Matt Striker, Jim

Ross, Tazz

This is one of those shows that just doesn’t look that good. We’ve got
three Survivor Series matches, a casket match between Undertaker and
Show, and the two title matches. It’s the title matches where things get
shaky. First of all there’s Cena vs. Jericho. In Boston. With Cena
returning from injury. Then we get to the infamous part of the show: the
Smackdown World Title match.

On I believe the late Saturday night/early Sunday morning, as in like 2am
EST, a story broke on WWE.com, saying Jeff Hardy, one of the guys in the
title match, had been found in a stairwell. I want to emphasize that THIS
IS ALL THAT WAS SAID. The backlash to it was strong, with some critics
saying that it was tasteless given Hardy’'s drug issues. Meltzer said it
was the worst promotional tactic of the year. Maybe it was just me, but I
had ZERO problem with this.

Hardy’'s issues had rarely if ever been mentioned on WWE TV, the article
said nothing about drugs or alcohol, and it was announced like two days
later that it was a physical attack. I never thought it was a drug issue
until someone mentioned it to me, and even then I didn’'t buy it as it was
broken by WWE.com at 2 in the morning before a PPV. But hey, since the
guy had issues, we can never run any kind of angle with him right?
Anyway, let’s get to it.

The opening video is the EXACT SAME THING it’s been for two years.
Literally, they’re the same clips before we get to the stuff about the
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main events.

JR and Taz talk about the Hardy issue and say that ABC and TMZ picked up
the story. I seem to remember that being a lie.

Team HBK vs. Team JBL

Shawn Michaels, Rey Mysterio, Cryme Tyme, Great Khali
John Bradshaw Layfield, The Miz, John Morrison, Kane, MVP

I think you can figure out the feuds yourself here. MVP and Mysterio get
things going as all of the commentators are talking at once here. MVP is
in the middle of a massive losing streak that would result in a face turn
and I believe the US Title. Rey hits a quick rana and a clothesline for
two before it’'s off to JTG for a double dropkick. JTG hits a HARD right
hand but MVP gets in a shot to the ribs and hits the Drive-By (running
kick to the side of the head) for the elimination. Khali immediately

comes in and chops MVP in the head for the elimination to tie things up.

Kane comes in for the staredown of the giants and Khali clotheslines him
down with ease. Khali slugs him down and easily breaks up a chokeslam
attempt. There’s the chop to the head and Rey climbs on Khali’s shoulders
for the splash and another elimination. Off to Morrison who speeds things
up. We hear about how great Morrison is from Striker, but unfortunately
that chick Melina screwed up his future. Mysterio hits a quick kick to
the head and it’'s off to Shad.

Now Cryme Tyme vs. Miz/Morrison was a feud ahead of its time: their
internet shows got in an argument and a wrestling feud followed. Shad
misses a charge into the corner and it'’s off to Miz. Since Miz isn’t
quite the worker he is at this point, it’'s back to Morrison very quickly.
Shad runs over both members of the tag team and powerslams Miz down
before hitting another overhyped elbow. Miz pops back up and hits the
Reality Check (backbreaker/neckbreaker combo) to eliminate Shad.

It’s off to Shawn who comes in via a slow, dramatic step. He gets to face
the Miz, meaning that entrance was wasted. To the shock of almost

everyone, Miz takes over and double teams with Morrison to work over



Shawn’s back. JBL, the slimmed down version, comes in to pound away and
drop an elbow for two. Back to Miz who pounds away at Shawn’s bad eye,
busting it open again.

Morrison comes in again to crank on a headlock and send Shawn over the
top. Why would you turn your back when you throw Shawn over the top rope?
At least Morrison jumps him when Shawn skins the cat. A forearm puts
Shawn down and Morrison nips up in a little jab at HBK. Morrison misses
the top rope elbow and it’s a double tag to bring in Miz vs. Mysterio.
Rey hits a springboard rana into the 619 and the top rope splash puts Miz
out.

JBL comes in and hits a hard shoulder to take Mysterio down. The crowd is
WAY into Rey here. The fans think JBL can’t wrestle. The correct chant
would be “You can’t work a style we like because we think that flying
around and using a lot of moves is how a wrestler’s talents are
determined because we don’t know what we’'re talking about!” Off to

Morrison with a European uppercut followed by a backbreaker.

Rey gets in a kick to the face but it’'s off to JBL to hook an abdominal
stretch with the leg being cranked on at the same time. Once Rey escapes,
JBL uses something you don’t often see: a big boot to the back of the
head. Rey blocks a belly to back superplex and hits a moonsault press to
put JBL down and bust open his lip. There’s the tag to Shawn who hits the
forearm and nip up of his own (take that Morrison) to send Bradshaw to
the floor.

Shawn dives out to take Bradshaw out and loads up the superkick to send
JBL running away. With JBL running away from the kick, Shawn slides back
in and beats the count by one second, meaning JBL is gone via a countout.
Morrison tries to superkick Shawn but Shawn is like boy these boots are
older than you and kicks Morrison’s head off for the final pin and 3-0

final score for lack of a better term.

Rating: C. This was fine but the ending was kind of anti-climatic. They
were trying to save the Shawn pin over JBL which was a good idea as they
would have a solid feud in the next few months which resulted in Shawn
being JBL’s lackey because Shawn was poor. The guys other than the



captains in this didn’t do much of note but that’s kind of the idea
behind a match like this. Not bad but nothing great either.

HHH doesn’t think he needs to give his opinion on the Jeff Hardy
situation. Either way, Hardy will be back. Instead it’s going to be
Kozlov vs. HHH. The Game (Smackdown World Champion here) says tonight is

Kozlov's first defeat.

Team Raw vs. Team Smackdown

Beth Phoenix, Mickie James, Kelly Kelly, Candice Michelle, Jillian Hall
Michelle McCool, Victoria, Maria, Maryse, Natalya

Beth is the captain of Team Raw and McCool is captain of Team Smackdown.
They’re also Women’s and Divas Champions respectively. Santino is here
with Beth because awkward romances are funny right? Mickie has her
signature look down now and is very bouncy. For the sake of simplicity,
only Michelle McCool will be referred to as Michelle. Beth and Michelle
start things off with Beth controlling via a top wristlock. Michelle uses
some decent chain wrestling to set up a dropkick to send Beth backwards a
bit.

Maryse tags herself in and gets in a brawl with her own partner Michelle.
Team Raw: “LET THEM FIGHT!” After the brawl is broken up, it’'s Beth vs.
Maria with Maria avoiding a charge and hitting a slow motion
headscissors. Off to Kelly vs. Maria and hopefully this doesn’t last
long. Victoria tags herself in and gets caught in a rana by Kelly for the
pin. Kelly tries the same thing on Maryse for two so Maryse hits a

backbreaker and gets the pin.

It’s 4-4 now if you’'re keeping track and Mickie comes in while swearing a
bit. A Thesz Press puts Maryse down and it’s off to Michelle again. They
try to bridge into a backslide, fail miserably, and try again to a
standoff. McCool hits a Russian legsweep for two and Mickie hits a
clothesline for the same, but Maria’s save hits McCool on the save,
allowing Mickie to hit the jumping DDT and pin Michelle. Mickie gets in
an argument with Beth and gets rolled up by Maryse to tie it right back

up.



Off to Candice vs. Natalya and they trade some rollups for two. Natalya
busts out a Sharpshooter (it is the Survivor Series after all) but
Jillian makes the save. Candice hits a spear for a quick pin on Natalya
and it’'s 3-2. For those of you keeping track, it’s Jillian, Beth and
Candice vs. Maria and Maryse.

It’s Jillian vs. Maria with Jillian getting two off a Samoan Drop. Maria
grabs a quick victory roll to eliminate Jillian and ten seconds later,
Candice hits a northern lights suplex to put Maria out. Maryse hooks an
inverted figure four on Candice and we'’re down to one on one. Maryse gets
in a few shots and a rollup but the Glam Slam gets the final pin very
quickly.

Rating: D. As decent as last year’s was, this felt like your traditional
Divas match. You had some decent workers but most of the girls are models
who are there because of how they look in swimsuits. I’'ve seen worse

matches and the right choice was the survivor, but this just didn’t work

for the most part.

Matt Hardy says that Jeff was hit in the back of the head with a blunt
object. There. Controversy over. I'm sorry you had to suffer for less

than a day you whiny people.

We recap Undertaker vs. Big Show. Show isn’t scared of Undertaker so
he’ll win the casket match tonight.

Undertaker vs. Big Show

Casket match if that wasn’t clear or if you’re an idiot that needs
everything spelled out for you. The casket gets the full druid entrance.
I wonder if those guys hang out at catering after this. Show took all of
2007 off and lost a ton of weight so he’s still kind of slim here. Well
slim for him that is. They have a nice casket this year too. I don’t
think the bell rang but Show starts throwing punches anyway. One misses
and Taker tries to dump him into the casket to no avail.

They head to the floor and Undertaker’s headbutt has no effect. Show
pounds away at the ribs and rams Taker face first into the announce table
to daze Undertaker. The announce table gets loaded up but Show headbutts



him instead of putting Taker on the table. Taker grabs one of those big
monitors WWE uses (you would think they would have upgraded by this point
wouldn’t you? They still use those things in 2012 I believe) and bashes
Show’s head in a few times with it. Taker drops a BIG leg to put Show
through the table in the big spot of the match.

Very slowly we start heading back to the casket but take a detour back
into the ring instead. 0Old School is countered and things slow down
again. There’s a side slam from Show as the crowd is a lot less
interested than they were when Undertaker was on offense. The casket it
opened and Taker is put inside, but Show has to close the casket himself.
Since Show won’t close the lid, Taker comes back with a bunch of punches
and the jumping clothesline. Show hits a big elbow in the corner to slow
down Taker (and the crowd) again. For some reason Show loads up a Vader

Bomb when Taker is half up and gets chokeslammed down.

The casket is opened again and a big boot to the side of Show’s head
knocks him inside, but Show blocks the lid from being shut again. Back in
and Show hits the chokeslam...then destroys the casket. Show starts
walking away and there’s a wall of fire to stop him from leaving. Taker
goes after him and gets punched down again, but here are more druids with
another casket.

Show punches Taker a bit more and stands the casket up so he can ram
Taker into it and knock both of them down. The casket is stood up again
but it’s open this time. Taker punches Show to the edge of the stage
before whipping Show into the casket, causing it to fall and shut to give
Taker the win.

Rating: D. This is a horrible casket match by some people but it’s really
not that bad. It’s certainly a bad match but the ending was kind of
creative and what are you expecting from Taker vs. Big Show? They're
going to hit each other a lot and it’'s going to be slow, so why do people
act surprised when any match with either of these two or Kane is the same
formula? Not a good match but it’s definitely not terrible.

Carlito and Primo hit on the Bellas but can’t tell them apart. In
something I never thought I'd have to say again, the Gobbledygooker pops



up and the Colons think it’s Charlie Haas, but of course he pops up in
the room and the Gooker is played by the Boogeyman. This would be another
pointless segment.

Randy Orton doesn’t want to be team captain but his team will win anyway.
He implies Cody is the weak link of the team. Cody says that if Randy is
eliminated first, it’s addition by subtraction. The team has to hold them

apart.

Team Orton vs. Team Batista

Randy Orton, Mark Henry, William Regal, Cody Rhodes, Shelton Benjamin
Batista, Kofi Kingston, CM Punk, R-Truth, Matt Hardy

Shelton is US Champion, Matt is ECW Champion and Punk/Kofi are Raw tag
champions. Yeah that didn’t last long. Punk immediately charges at Regal
and hits the GTS for the elimination in about ten seconds. Shelton gets a
very fast two on Punk before pounding away on his back. Off to Kofi who
grabs a front facelock. Kofi is even more over here than usual as he went
to college in Boston. Kofi tries a monkey flip but Shelton lands on his
feet and brings in Henry to pound away all slow like.

Henry apparently gets tired after a few seconds so here’s Cody. Matt
comes in, does nothing of note, and tags in Truth who pounds away.
Striker talks about what a killing Truth is making as we can hear a lot
of spots being called here tonight. I don’'t know if the ring is mic’d
loudly or what but you can hear all kinds of stuff here. Batista comes in
and everybody runs until it’s only Cody left to face him. Ok make that
Shelton actually. Batista takes him down with ease and gets two via a
powerslam. Off to Matt vs. Randy as things speed up. A bulldog gets two
for Matt but a moonsault misses.

It’s off to Henry who lost the ECW Title to Hardy a few months ago. Cody
comes in and chokes a bit but there’s the double tag to Truth vs.
Shelton. A victory roll gets two for Truth and he does his backflip into
the splits spot. The spinning forearm misses completely and Paydirt (the
same move Truth now calls Little Jimmy) gets the pin for Shelton. Kofi
immediately comes in with a springboard cross body for two and a dropkick



to put Shelton down.

The Boom Drop gets another two for Kofi but Henry blasts Kofi in the back
of the head. Henry comes in legally now for more quick pounding and it’s
finally off to Orton. Orton does his really slow stomp but the knee drop
misses. Randy drapes him over the top rope and hits the Elevated DDT for
the elimination. Punk is immediately waiting on Orton as Randy is the guy
that cost Punk the world title at Unforgiven. Orton gets beaten up for a
few moments but gets in a rake to the eyes and tags out to Cody.

Rhodes works on the arm for a bit but gets caught by the knee and bulldog
combo for two. Punk goes up but Manu (the other member of Legacy who kind
of sucked) distracts him long enough for Cody to shove him off the top. A
DDT eliminated Punk quickly and we’re down to...4-2 I think? It’s
Batista/Matt vs. Orton/Cody/Henry/Benjamin. Matt comes in and hits a
quick Side Effect for two on Rhodes but it’s quickly back to Henry. Matt
hits an elbow to the back of Henry’s head and manages to pull off the
Side Effect for two. That'’s about it for Hardy as the World’s Strongest
Slam takes him out, leaving Batista all alone.

Big Dave immediately spears down Henry to make it 3-1 as Shelton comes
in. Benjamin gets caught in a spinebuster almost immediately and the
Batista Bomb gets is down to 2-1. Cody comes in and peppers Batista with
some right hands before charging into a boot. Batista powerslams Rhodes
down and says Orton is next. Batista hits the Bomb on Rhodes but Randy
made a blind tag while Cody was in the air. The RKO gets the elimination
and win for Rhodes and Orton.

Rating: B. This was a kind of throwback to the old school Survivor Series
matches where the numbers finally caught up with the big face and he got
beat. Orton vs. Batista was one of the big matches that WWE never really
got to do on the scale I think they were hoping for. They would have a
long match next month at Armageddon but that’s hardly the second main
event at Wrestlemania which they were capable of having. Still though,
good stuff here and the best match of the night by far.

Kozlov says he’ll win.

Hardy is officially out of the title match tonight.



The recap video is pretty pointless now because the video is mostly about
Jeff. Kozlov is here because HHH wanted to have some big epic match with
him that no one but him was interested in. Jeff is here because he keeps
getting so close to winning the title so EVIL Vickie wouldn’t let him in
the match. Jeff invaded the contract signing and beat up a lot of people
until he was put in the match.

Then HHH decided he didn’t want to put Hardy over for the title so we
needed a transitional champion, which is why the stairwell thing
happened. HHH is kind of a jerk like that.

Smackdown World Title: Vladimir Kozlov vs. HHH

After the big match intros we’re ready to go. The fans chant USA of
course and for once it’s actually appropriate. Kozlov, the amateur
wrestler/combat sports expert, takes it to the mat with amateur stuff.
Now remember that, because it’ll become important later. HHH gets on the
mat with him and hooks a headlock. The fans now chant boring as we hit a
standoff. Now they want Hardy. Well to be fair they only paid for him, so
why should HHH not wanting to drop the title matter?

They trade arm holds on the mat and then trade even more arm holds on the
same mat. Back up and HHH hits the high knee and a facebuster followed by
the DDT for no cover. The fans chant for TNA before HHH hits the
spinebuster. Kozlov counters the Pedigree and hits the headbutt to the
chest to take HHH down. Vlad sends HHH into the corner and out to the
floor where very little happens.

Back in and a fallaway slam gets two for the challenger and he fires some
shoulders to the ribs. A powerslam gets another two and it’'s off to a
body grip to slow things down even more. Kozlov hits a pair of
backbreakers for two and it'’s back to that grip. HHH comes back with some
right hands but gets powerslammed down for another two. A comeback by HHH
is countered into a belly to belly as Taz says Kozlov is going to win,
further dooming him to lose. HHH hits a Pedigree out of nowhere and
here’'s Vickie.

She says he’s here and makes it a triple threat, with the third man being

the returning Edge. Edge does the psycho eyes on the way to the ring and



I think a cameraman fell off the ramp as he was filming. Edge spears down
HHH and here’s Jeff Hardy to destroy the Canadian. His chair shot hits
HHH though, allowing Edge to steal the pin and the title.

Rating: D. There’s a lot to say here. First and foremost, as usual I
disagree with his highness Dave Meltzer, who said this was the worst
match of the year. It’s arguably not even the worst match of the show,
but think about this for a minute: are you telling me there isn’t some
terrible Divas match somewhere in the year worse than this? Or that Honky
Tonk Man vs. Santino at Cyber Sunday was indeed better? He gave worst
match of the year to Hardy vs. Sting in 2011, so apparently length
doesn’t mean anything.

This match was indeed bad, but let’s think about this for a minute.
Kozlov is supposed to be a combat sports expert and an amateur wrestler.
So what did he do? HE WRESTLED LIKE HIS CHARACTER IS SUPPOSED TO! Now was
it boring? Absolutely. Was it a REALLY stupid move to put him in a world
title match? Absolutely. Were the fans interested? Not at all. If you
want proof, back at Cyber Sunday the options for the title match were HHH
vs. either guy, or a triple threat. The results were as follows:

Hardy — 57%
Triple Threat — 38%
Kozlov — 5%

Based on that alone, it’s clear that almost no one wanted to see HHH vs.
Kozlov. The interest just wasn’t there, so they booked a triple threat
instead which there was interest in. Then they screw the fans out of
their money by taking Jeff out of the match because of whatever their
reasoning was. Then they flip the fans off AGAIN by having Hardy run in
at the end. Hardy would pin Edge in another triple threat the next month
to win the title in a shocker. Why this match didn’t happen here is
beyond me, but again it’s screwing the fans out of what was advertised
until the night before the show.

At the end of the day though, no one bought Kozlov as a real threat to
the title. The guy just wasn’t going to be WWE Champion with the response



he got, which is why Hardy was the interesting factor in this match.
Without him, you have twelve minutes of your time being wasted until the
ending, which SHOULD HAVE BEEN HARDY. Anyway, nothing to see here but

it's not the worst match of the year.

We recap Jericho vs. Cena. Jericho snuck into the Scramble match last
month and stole the world title while Cena was on the shelf. Tonight,
Cena returns from a neck injury to challenge for the title. In his
hometown. Against a guy that has literally only beaten him once. And
we're supposed to expect Jericho to have a chance because we’re supposed
to ignore all that stuff.

Raw World Title: Chris Jericho vs. John Cena

Cena almost immediately tries the FU but Jericho bails to the apron.
Jericho comes back with a headlock which works on the neck followed by a
shoulder block to take Cena to the floor. John holds his neck a lot and
looks shaken. Back in and Cena pounds away in the corner as they'’re
hitting hard but the pace of the match is pretty slow if that makes
sense. Jericho takes over and things continue to go slowly.

Cena comes back with the Throwback and goes up for the Fameasser but
comes down because that’s the move that hurt his neck in the first place.
Jericho takes over again and things go slowly. He kicks Cena in the side
of the head which is good for a nine count from the referee. Back in and
Cena slugs away but gets sent right back to the floor. Jericho throws him
into the steps and heads back in for a neck crank.

After the hold is broken, it’s time for more choking followed by a full
nelson. The hold lasts almost a minute and a half but Cena blocks the
bulldog. A shoulder puts Jericho down but the second shoulder hits.
Jericho misses the Lionsault but the Shuffle is countered into the
LIONTAMER! Cena escapes the hold so Jericho puts on the regular Boston
Crab instead. Cena (as in the hold lasted a minute plus) grabs the rope

to escape. Back up and Cena hits an FU out of nowhere but can’t follow

up.

Both guys head up to the top with Cena slamming him to the mat, followed
up by the top rope Fameasser. Cena is all fired up now but Jericho breaks



up the FU and hits a Codebreaker for a delayed two. Jericho takes over
and hits a clothesline followed by an EVIL smirk. He smirks a bit too
much though and Cena grabs the STFU. Cena has to try to pull the hold
back to the middle of the ring and Jericho kicks him away. The champ
tries a small package but Cena pulls him up into the FU for the pin and
the title.

Rating: C+. The match itself was fine, but there was less drama in this
than in a Donald Duck cartoon. At the end of the day, Cena does not lose
to Jericho and he does not tap out no matter what. The wrestling was fine
and it told a story and all that jazz, but I'd rather have a main event
where I wasn’t sure what was going to happen than a match being designed
for Cena to have everything come together and win and then everything
coming together for Cena to win.

Cena celebrates to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. I don’t know if it’s because I've been doing so many
of these lately, but this wasn’t the most interesting show in the world.
It was dull at times and almost felt like a chore to sit through. The
first hour or so is WAY worse than the rest of the show, but even the
last two thirds aren’t all that great. This didn’t work that well and
it's not something I want to see again.

Ratings Comparison

Team HBK vs. Team JBL
Original: B+

Redo: C

Team Raw vs. Team Smackdown
Original: D-

Redo: D

Undertaker vs. Big Show

Original: D+



Redo: D

Team Orton vs. Team Batista
Original: C-

Redo: B

Edge vs. HHH vs. Vladimir Kozlov
Original: D+

Redo: D

John Cena vs. Chris Jericho
Original: B

Redo: C+

Overall Rating

Original: C-

Redo: D+

I’'ve flipped on the two male Survivor Series matches but other than that
it’s about the same.

Here’'s the original review if you’'re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/17/history-of-survivor-series-count

-up-2008-let-jericho-beat-cena-once-just-one-time/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
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just $4 at:

Thunder — June 24, 1998: Can
We Pop The Basketballs
Already?

Thunder

Date: June 24, 1998

Location: Orlando Arena, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Bobby Heenan, Tony Schiavone

We’'re still closing in on Bash at the Beach where, in case you didn’t
hear it 948 times on Nitro, the main event will have basketball players
wrestling. Nitro was one of the most annoying shows I can remember in a
very long time, meaning things almost have to be better tonight. Granted
I’'ve said that before and been very, very wrong. Let’s get to it.

We open with, naturally, a video on Malone/Page vs. Hogan/Rodman. It’s at

Bash at the Beach you know.

Here are Giant and Vincent with something to say. Giant, between puffs,
says that he wants a tag title match tonight but knows Nash isn’t in the
building. Sting has to find a partner and put the belts on the line for
no adequately explored reason. Either way, that appears to be the main
event.

Public Enemy vs. Raven/Sick Boy

Man how much were they paying Public Enemy for this many appearances in a
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row? Naturally they bring a table to the ring with them. Before the
match, Raven says everyone is looking for the chance to end his career.
The match is under Raven’s Rules, which really isn’t even worthy of an
announcement anymore. Sick Boy pounds on Rocco’s arm to start as the
other two are actually standing on the apron. Off to Grunge for a double
flapjack so Sick Boy tags out to Raven.

A neckbreaker puts Raven down and it’s back to Rocco for a double suplex.
Everything breaks down as the wrestling nonsense is completely forgotten.
Grunge puts Raven in a sleeper (Heenan: “THEY KNOW A HOLD!”) but Sick Boy
makes the save and things settle down. Sick Boy stomps Grunge down in the
corner but gets caught in a faceplant to put both guys down.

Raven points Sick Boy back to the ring instead of tagging and everything
breaks down again. Rocco gets crotched on the top to prevent Sick Boy
from going through the table. Saturn comes out and blasts Raven in the
head with a piece of metal before splashing him through the table. Back
in the ring and the Drive By is enough to put Sick Boy away.

Rating: D. The lack of hardcore stuff (for the most part) was a surprise
but there’s a reason why Public Enemy didn’t do much traditional
wrestling. They weren’t horrible for the most part but the match was
nothing much to see. The Saturn vs. Raven blowoff match should be fun
when we get there though.

Eddie Guerrero vs. Hugh Morrus

Guerrero is still looking over his shoulder for his crazy nephew and
Morrus pounds away on him to start. Eddie finally gets away for a bit and
dropkicks the knee out before hitting a nice headscissors. The fans chant
for Chavo and Eddie freaks out but stays on the knee like a good villain.
Morrus makes his comeback with a quick slam but misses an elbow off the
top. Chavo comes out to a big reaction and the distraction lets Hugh slam
Eddie off the top and hit the moonsault for the pin. More storyline
development though the same thing we got on Nitro.



Here are Sting and Konnan with something to say. Konnan does his usual
stuff which still sounds ridiculous. In short, Sting accepts the
challenge and picks Luger as his partner but Luger is nowhere in sight.
Sting goes back to get him which might mean something later on. Sting in

a ponytail doesn’t work for me here.

Mike Tenay tries to talk to Benoit in the back but gets chased off by Arn
Anderson. The camera picks up Benoit talking about the Horsemen being

alive again but Anderson saying that it’s over.

Stevie Ray vs. Sumo Fuji

Fuji might be someone from Dragon Gate but I can’t find much on him. Ray
easily pounds him down into the corner and beats on him with forearms
while talking a lot of trash. While saying sucka a lot, Stevie sends him
to the floor and tells Booker to watch how it’s done. Back in and a big
boot sets up something like Page’s Pancake for the win. Sumo didn’t get
in a single bit of offense.

Here’s Jericho to jump around the set to start before waving to the crowd
like the condescending jerk that he is. He wants the fans to want him
because he’s the paragon of virtue and the Cruiserweight Champion. On top
of that though, he’s the top legal eagle and knows all of the loopholes,
meaning he’'ll defend the title inside of 30 days but not against Malenko.
This brings out JJ who says if Jericho spent as much time defending the
title as he did finding ways to not face the top challengers, there’s no
way of telling how great he would be. JJ says he’s changing the rules and
it’s Malenko vs. Jericho at Bash at the Beach.

Cruiserweight Title: Chris Jericho vs. Ultimo Dragon

Tony wastes no time in ignoring the match to talk about the sports stars
wrestling at the PPV. Dragon takes him down with a quick headlock but
Jericho is quickly back on his feet. A back elbow puts Jericho down and

Dragon does his headstand in the corner. We hit the chinlock by the



challenger but Jericho fights up and we take a break. Back with Jericho
getting two off the arrogant cover and doing the long strut. Jericho
tries the Lionsault but Dragon pops up and dropkicks him in the ribs.

The Dragon Sleeper is quickly countered and Chris sends him to the apron,
only to miss a charge and fall to the floor. Asai Moonsault takes Jericho
out and they head back inside to trade rollups for two. A dragon suplex
gets two for Jericho and he hooks the Liontamer but it’s right next to
the ropes. Dragon escapes a powerbomb and fires off some kicks, only to
get caught in a powerslam for a close two. Jericho loads up a suplex and
says it’s for Dean’s dead daddy but Dragon reverses into the Dragon
Sleeper. Before Jericho can submit though here’s Dean for the DQ.

Rating: B-. This is the kind of match that WCW has been missing for the
last few weeks. They let two talented guys go out there and fly around

the ring for ten minutes which hasn’t happened in far too long. People

often forget how good Jericho was in the ring at this point since he’s

mainly remembered for his antics, which is a shame because he could put
on good matches like this at any time.

Dragon yells at Dean, allowing Jericho to get away.

We get a sitdown interview with Scott Steiner and Eric Bischoff where
Scott narrates a Steiner Brothers tag match, saying he did all the work

while Rick got the glory.

DDP and Malone will be on Nitro. Joy.

Jim Duggan vs. Barbarian

They slug it out to start with the big, heavy handed punches you would
expect from these two. Barbarian makes a quick comeback and punches
Duggan down before kicking him in the face. The top rope headbutt misses
and Duggan pounds away with ten punches in the corner. Cue Hugh Morrus to



throw the 2x4 to Barbarian, only to have Duggan clothesline him down and
drop a knee for the pin. At least it was short.

Jericho tries to get Dragon to get a title shot at the PPV but Malenko
chases Jericho off.

Chris Benoit/Steve McMichael vs. Disco Inferno/Alex Wright

Alex and Chris get us going with Wright actually taking him down and
stomping away. Benoit comes back with chops to both dancers before Mongo
comes in to clear the ring. We take a break and come back with Wright
tagging in Disco to face the Canadian. Benoit takes him into the corner
and hits the skin ripping chops to the chest. I don’t know if it'’s
something about Disco’s chest or just bad luck but he takes the loudest
chops I can remember.

The fans want Flair but get Mongo instead to pound on Inferno even more.
A tilt-a-whirl powerslam gets two on Disco and it’s back to Benoit as the
announcers talk about Heenan spying on basketball players. Benoit tries
the Crossface on Disco but Wright makes the save, drawing everyone in at
once. Things settle down with Alex hitting a release belly to belly on
Benoit for two. They chop it out until Alex hits a running clothesline in
the corner to take over.

Back to Disco for a slam and some dancing. Heenan goes into managing mode
by yelling at Disco for not following up like he should. Wright comes
back in to stomp away as Heenan comes up with names for Disco and Alex,
including the Twinkle Toe Twins. Benoit counters a Disco right hand into
a backslide for two but Disco drops some hard elbows for two. Back up and
Benoit hits a great German suplex and makes the hot tag to Mongo.
Everything breaks down with Mongo cleaning house and spinebusting Disco,
setting up the swan dive and Crossface for the win.

Rating: C+. Surprisingly good match here with the Horsemen actually

sweating a bit instead of running over the dancers. Also they used Mongo



like they should have here: don’t let him do much more than just clean
house at the end with some passable power stuff. Maybe that was the
solution all along. Or maybe it was a good match and he was tolerable.

You never can tell with Mongo.

Tag Titles: Sting/Lex Luger vs. Giant/Brian Adams

Luger shows up this time. Brian is referred to as the Mack Daddy of the
NWO. Giant lights up a cigarette after the bell but drops it to start a
fourway brawl. Adams is easily sent to the floor because he’s Brian Adams
and the Wolfpack backdrop Giant up and over the top. Back in and Giant
pounds Sting down in the corner before dropping him with a slam.

Sting avoids a splash and fires off right hands, only to have Giant run
him over with ease. Giant talks too much trash to Luger and misses an
elbow drop, setting up the double tag. Luger cleans house on Adams and
pops Giant in the face as well. The Torture Rack ends Adams with ease.

Rating: D+. This wasn’t horrible but I'm getting tired of these mix and
match tag title partners. Pick a team and stick with it already. Adams
continue to not fit in these matches at all. Tony called him the power
man of the NWO, but when you have the Giant throwing Sting and Luger
around with ease and Scott Steiner in the group as well, that statement
really doesn’t hold up.

Post match the Black and White comes out to destroy the Wolfpack. Konnan
comes out as well but gets beaten down to end the show. The fans chant
for Goldberg but he’s nowhere to be seen as Tony plugs the basketball

players on Nitro and ignores the massive beatdown.

Overall Rating: C-. This wasn’t a terrible show and was WAY easier to sit
through than Nitro but it was still dull stuff save for a few bright
spots. The basketball hype is already beyond the point of annoying and
has made me want to see the match even less than I already did. Watchable

show here with the elements they’ve been needing to have showing up



again.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Survivor Series Count-Up -
2004: Back When Orton On Top
Was A New Thing

Survivor Series 2004

Date: November 14, 2004

Location: Gund Arena, Cleveland, Ohio

Attendance: 7,500

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, Tazz

It’s another year and the main thing that has changed is a few people
rising up the card. For instance, Cena and Batista are about six months
away from taking over the company while Orton is currently the top face
on Raw, feuding with who else but HHH. Other than that we’ve got JBL as
world champion which was pretty dreadful stuff. Hopefully this is more
inspired than last year. Let’s get to it.

We open with a video about the seventeen years this show has run already.

The set looks cool here as it’s made of six screens which I guess will
act like the Tron tonight. That’'s the annoying thing about WWE today: all
of the shows look the same.
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Cruiserweight Title: Spike Dudley vs. Rey Mysterio vs. Chavo Guerrero vs.
Billy Kidman

Spike is defending and is a heel here. This is one fall to a finish.
Kidman hurt Chavo on a Shooting Star Press and seemed to be proud of it,
which resulted in a heel turn for him. The other good thing here is that
they don’t have to tag. That'’s always a waste of time in these things as
you just wait for things to break down. Kidman and Spike form a quick
alliance, only to have Kidman dropkick the champ out to the floor.

Rey sends Kidman to the floor and it’'s off to Rey vs. Chavo who are
apparently friends at this point. Oh please, like these two could EVER
get along. Rey spins Chavo around with a headscissors before Spike sends
Rey into the corner and stomps away while screaming. Chavo comes back in
and a double clothesline puts himself and Spike down. With Kidman on the
apron, Rey hits a rana to send him out to the floor in a cool looking
spot.

Back in and Rey tries the sitout bulldog on Chavo but Guerrero throws him
onto Kidman in a seated senton. Chavo dives on both of them, leaving
Spike standing ta...short actually. Anyway the champ dives on all of them
but they step aside to let him crash. Chavo finally gets his hands on
Billy back in the ring but Spike comes back in to break up a pinfall
attempt.

Rey misses a moonsault over Spike’'s head and gets thrown to the floor as
a result. We get a Tower of Doom with everyone minus Rey involved, so Rey
comes in and tries to steal a pin. Rey charges at Kidman but gets caught
in a BK Bomb (Sky High) for two but Chavo breaks up the Shooting Star.
Spike hits a running headbutt to Rey’s ribs but the Dudley Dog is broken
up. 619 hits Spike but Billy breaks up the West Coast Pop. Chavo hits the
Gory Bomb on Spike but Kidman hits a slingshot legdrop on Chavo. Rey
takes out Kidman and Spike steals the pin on Chavo to retain.

Rating: B-. Not a great match or anything here but it was fine for an
opener. Rey was insanely popular still but Spike keeping the title was a
great way to tick off the fans. There’s nothing wrong with a heel
winning, as long as the opener fires up the crowd, which this did. Good



choice.

Heidenreich is getting fired up by Heyman when Paul goes to get his
jacket. Snitsky, another creepy heel of the day, comes in. He says he
likes Heidenreich’s poetry and Heidenreich likes what Snitsky does to
babies. There’s WAY too much deep breathing here. By the way, this was
almost who Taker and Kane fought at Mania before the company woke up and

stuck Orton against Taker instead.

Intercontinental Title: Shelton Benjamin vs. Christian

Shelton is defending but the Waterproof Blonde version of Christian’s
theme makes him far more awesome. Shelton is at the point in his career
when he’s about to get on one of the biggest rolls in years but it never
went anywhere past the IC Title. The champ cranks on the arm to start
before they head to the mat. Keeping in mind that Shelton was a legit
All-American wrestler, he’s just fine being on the mat with Christian.

Christian cranks on the arm but Shelton drops to the mat and immediately
nips up which looked great. It didn’t do anything but it looked great.
Christian talks trash and gets punched in the face for his efforts.
Shelton skins the cat before hitting a great looking springboard
clothesline for two. A HARD chop slows Benjamin down and Christian talks
some more trash. Shelton counters a monkey flip by casually landing on

his feet and grabs an Oklahoma Roll for two.

We head to the floor for a quick distraction by Tomko but Christian gets
punched in the face instead. Tomko tries to cheat again and this time the
distraction is enough to let Christian get in a shot. Why that creepy
little bas....never mind. A cross body gets two for Shelton but Christian
immediately puts him back down with a neckbreaker. Off to a chinlock
(Tomko: “BREAK HIS NECK!”) by Christian and he launches Benjamin to the
floor as he tries to break the hold.

Shelton comes back with a hard whip into the corner to put Christian
down. A Russian legsweep gets two for the champ as does a slingshot
reverse suplex (called a reverse fisherman’s suplex by JR for some
reason). Benjamin misses a Stinger Splash and gets caught in a reverse

DDT for two. Tomko slides the belt in (hitting the referee in the foot in



the process) but Shelton kicks Christian in the face.

The referee sees Christian holding the belt, which lets Benjamin hit a
top rope clothesline for two. As the belt is being put out, Tomko kicks
Benjamin in the face for two. The Exploder Suplex (a snap floatover T-
Bone suplex which is Benjamin’s finisher) is countered but Benjamin kicks
Tomko down. The Unprettier is countered into the Exploder for the pin to

keep the title on Benjamin.

Rating: B. I really got into this match at the end even though Christian
didn’t have much of a chance at winning. The Tomko and belt stuff didn’t
help anything but they had to try to slow Shelton down a bit. Benjamin
was in the beginning of a very long run with the belt that would last
until June, which I think was the longest reign in about six years.

Really good match here as Christian put Shelton over strong. There’s a
reason this guy basically had the world title waiting for him on a plate
whenever he stepped up enough to take it, but that never happened for
various reasons. Namely he just stopped trying and coasted on his
reputation, but that’s another story.

Angle complains to Edge about something Edge wrote in his book about
Angle. Kurt makes fun of Edge for never winning the world title. Just
wait another fifteen months or so Kurtski. They trade some insults before
Kurt leaves and runs into Eugene. Eugene lists off (slowly) some of
Angle’'s accomplishments before singing the You Suck version of his theme
song.

Team Angle vs. Team Guerrero

Kurt Angle, Carlito Caribbean Cool, Luther Reigns, Mark Jindrak
Eddie Guerrer, John Cena, Rob Van Dam, Big Show

Eddie and Angle have been feuding since Wrestlemania, Carlito debuted and
beat Cena for the US Title before injuring Cena in a nightclub (or having
someone do it. The attacker was never revealed I don’t think but it might
have been Carlito’s buddy Jesus. Make your own jokes because Cena
destroyed Jesus at Armageddon), Show is feuding with Reigns and Jindrak



and Angle for shaving his head, and Van Dam is there as a warm body.

Before the bell, Cena chases Carlito and Jesus to the back and gets in a
brawl with them. Carlito and Jesus steal a car and speed away, which 1is
an elimination apparently. Back at ringside there’s a big brawl until
Show (on a bad ankle) pulls Jindrak into the ring. Here’s Cena back to
the ring to make it 4-3. Off to Van Dam who hits a spin kick before it’s
off to Eddie for the slingshot hilo, followed by Rolling Thunder from Van
Dam.

Eddie suplexes Jindrak down and armdrags Reigns as he headscissors
Jindrak in a cool move. Angle comes in to stop his team’s bleeding but
it’s quickly back to Reigns for a bunch of backbreakers for two. Off to
Jindrak for a full nelson but Eddie sends him into the buckle. Eddie
dives for the corner but Angle literally tackles Guerrero to break it up.
Kurt hits a belly to belly before bringing in Reigns for more stomping.

Off to a chinlock from Jindrak but Eddie eventually grabs a jawbreaker to
escape. Angle again blocks the tag and puts on a front facelock. One
thing to note here: the entire time the hold is on, Cena is reaching out
for a tag and encouraging Eddie. It doesn’t mean much, but it helps
things from getting really boring. Little things like that can make a big
difference. Watch guys like Rock and Hogan when they’re on the apron in
tag matches. They’re ALWAYS doing something, even if it’s minor like
clapping. It can make a difference.

Jindrak comes in but Eddie knocks him away and it’s off to Van Dam. Rob
goes off (Cole: “He's supple!”) and hits an enziguri on Angle to set up
the Five Star but Jindrak pulls him away. The Splash hits Jindrak,
allowing Angle to roll up Rob (using the ropes) for the pin. Angle heads
to the floor so Eddie rolls up the illegal Jindrak, using the ropes as
well, for an elimination to make it 3-2 (Eddie/Show/Cena vs.

Reigns/Angle).

Eddie tells Angle to bring it on and there go the straps. Eddie tags in
Show, making Angle tag in Reigns. Reigns gets in one or two shots but a
chokeslam beats him quickly. Kurt rolls through a chokeslam into the

ankle lock but Show sends him through the ropes to escape. Angle starts



to walk up the aisle but Van Dam is waiting on him. Kurt backs up while
still looking at RVD, and backs into Show. He reaches up to see how tall
what he backed into is and shakes his head. Show throws Kurt back in to
face Cena (in for the first time legally) and it’'s an FU and Frog Splash
for the final elimination.

Rating: C+. This wasn’t a good match but it was entertaining, which is
more than you got from almost all of last year’s show. I'm guessing Cena
and Carlito were injured as they didn’t do anything for the most part.
Angle was great here and the look on his face when he backed into Big
Show always makes me chuckle. Fun match here which is what you need

sometimes.

Maven, who for some reason likely related to drug intoxication is in the
main event tonight, offers to demonstrate his skills to Coach (the West
Virginia accent was a killer for him) but Snitsky jumps Maven and Maven
is badly busted open. This would be how they would keep Maven out of a
PPV main event for most of the match when they realized OH SNAP WE PUT
MAVEN IN A MAIN EVENT!

Video on Heidenreich vs. Undertaker, where Heidenreich is the latest gquy
to try to kill Taker at Paul Heyman’s direction. This was one of those
matches where they were trying to make it seem like Undertaker was in
trouble but Heidenreich comes off like the villain in the fifth direct to
video sequel in a horror series that has overstayed its welcome by two

movies.

Heidenreich vs. Undertaker

Heidenreich comes out in a straightjacket because he might attack more
plants. Taker does the big long entrance as is his custom. Taker stares
at Heidenreich for awhile before the beating begins. A charge in the
corner runs into a Heidenreich elbow but the Dead Man will have none of
this being on defense stuff. Taker works on the arm but a Heyman
distraction lets Heidenreich crotch Undertaker to break up 0ld School. He

crotches Taker against the post again and we head to the floor.

Heidenreich pounds away on Taker against the barricade while shouting

that he can beat Undertaker. Taker again shrugs that off and hits the



legdrop on the apron for two back in the ring. O0ld School hits the second
time followed by a modified Downward Spiral for two. A big boot misses
Heidenreich in the corner and it’s time for more punching on the floor.
This isn’t one of those matches where the fans are worried about

Undertaker as I don’'t think anyone believes Heidenreich is a real threat.

A kick to Taker’s face sets up a chinlock and a clothesline for two.
Another clothesline stops Taker’'s comeback but a suplex stops the
stopping of the comeback. Heidenreich sends him to the apron but Taker
stuns him on the top rope. Taker channels his inner Kane (he had the name
first) and hits a top rope clothesline for two. Back in and Snake
Eyes/the big boot takes Heidenreich down again.

The chokeslam is broken up and Heidenreich gets two off a Boss Man Slam.
Then like an idiot, Heidenreich punches away in the corner while Taker’s
arms are down. The obvious Last Ride only gets two though as Heidenreich
grabs the rope. Heidenreich tries a sleeper but Taker is like boy please
and suplexes out of it almost immediately. Chokeslam and Tombstone finish

this quick.

Rating: D. Like I said at the end of the day, did ANYONE buy Heidenreich
as a real threat to Taker? The guy just wasn’t that good and he came off
as more silly than a serious threat. Not much to see here and Heidenreich
never got higher than he did in this match. Taker would move on to a much
better feud with Orton soon enough.

Bischoff says Maven is out of the main event and if he allows Orton to
add a replacement, HHH will complain and Eric will lose his vacation,
which is the point of the main event.

We recap Trish vs. Lita, which is happening because...well who else are
they going to fight? Lita got pregnant with Baby Kane but lost it because
of Snitsky. Trish made fun of Lita for being a sl**, having a dead baby,
and for being fat.

Women's Title: Trish Stratus vs. Lita

Trish is defending. Lita is all ticked off and punches Trish as soon as
she gets in. Trish gets pounded even more and they head to the floor



where Trish goes into a table and gets cracked with a chair 80 seconds
into the match. Trish apparently has a broken nose. This wasn’t much, but
these two would main event Raw in a few weeks. I don’t mean a match that
went on last and then they had the promo that closed the show. I mean
they spent the whole show hyping up Trish Stratus vs. Lita as the main
event and Lita won the title and celebrated to end the show. It was
actually pretty awesome.

Teddy comes in to congratulate Team Guerrero while Show is in a towel.
Show hands the towel to Teddy and walks off. Cena: “THAT’S DISGUSTING!”
Teddy makes Cena vs. Carlito for the title on Thursday. Why is Cena in

his underwear?

We recap Booker T vs. JBL. Booker pinned JBL in a tag match but JBL says
Booker isn’t in his league. Booker beat up Orlando Jordan and pinned him
to earn the title shot. There really isn’t much to this one.

Smackdown World Title: John Bradshaw Layfield vs. Booker T

Booker’s big yellow gloves don’t really do him any favors. Feeling out
process to start as they trade really basic stuff for the first minute
and a half or so. Booker knocks him to the floor and JBL gets the
advantage coming back in. Back to the floor and Booker gets sent over the
announce table. As they head back in, Jordan gets in a cheap shot to give
JBL two. Still in first gear at best.

JBL hooks in a cobra clutch followed by an elbow drop and a chinlock.
After that VICIOUS offense, Booker easily fights back and hits a
superplex to put both guys down. Orlando gets in some more cheap shots on
the floor but JBL walks into a Book End out there to give Booker his
first real advantage. Back in and a missile dropkick gets two for Booker.
They’re into second gear now but it’s just not an interesting match.

Booker goes up but another Jordan distraction lets JBL avoid a Houston
Hangover (flip legdrop). Another sleeper by JBL is escaped but Jordan
breaks up the ax kick. JBL hits a quick DDT for two and there goes the
referee. Jordan comes in and pounds on Booker but Josh Matthews comes out
to help Booker for reasons that aren’t important enough to explain. JBL
destroys Josh but there’s the side kick to JBL. The ax kick takes him



down as well but Jordan takes out the referee. Booker hits the Book End
on Jordan but JBL clocks Booker with the belt to retain.

Rating: D. This just didn’t work. Basically they were redoing the
HHH/Flair run from 2003 with Jordan interfering every ten seconds and the
matches sucking and the crowd groaning when JBL retains the title. JBL is
a hilarious commentator and a solid main event jobber, but as champion

the guy was painfully boring.
Batista and HHH are ready for the main event.

We recap the main event which is Team HHH vs. Team Orton. Team Orton has
united to oppose HHH’s tyranny and the winning team gets to run Raw for a
week each. Snitsky has said that when Team HHH wins, he’s coming for
HHH's world title, as has Edge. Batista has been looking at the title
too. This gets the music video treatment for the night. Maven and Snitsky
stick out like two shattered thumbs in this video.

Team HHH vs. Team Orton

HHH, Edge, Batista, Gene Snitsky
Randy Orton, Chris Jericho, Chris Benoit, Maven

HHH is world champion. Maven isn’t here due to the earlier attack. It's
interesting to think that it would be Batista rather than Orton that
would rise up out of this match as the real star. Not that Orton isn’t a
star, but Batista was without a doubt the biggest star in the company in
2005 and part of 2006. For some reason Edge comes out last. Benoit vs.
Edge to start which is fine with me. Benoit destroys Edge and knocks him
to the floor to start but it’s off to Orton vs. Snitsky.

Orton pounds him down with ease before it’'s Jericho in off the tag. HHH
comes in but Jericho immediately elbows him down and brings in Orton to
no response. Orton can’t challenge for the world title because of some
stipulation due to losing to Flair. Great way to make sure the fans get
behind him there right? Make it clear that no matter how awesome he is,
he’s not getting the title shot.

Batista comes in and has some better luck with Randy, firing off



shoulders into the corner. Edge is in now and he mocks Orton’s pose in an
often done bit. Edge draws in Jericho for no apparent reason, but it
allows Orton to clothesline Edge back down. Off to Benoit as the fans are
dead for this match for some reason. Benoit cleans house and suplexes
everyone in sight. Edge prevents a Swan Dive onto HHH, so HHH suplexes
Edge onto HHH and Swan Dives both of them for two.

Everything breaks down even more and HHH gets caught in the Sharpshooter
by Benoit. Snitsky makes the save and Edge gets put in the Crossface.
This time Batista saves, allowing HHH to Pedigree Benoit and give Edge
the pin for the elimination. Jericho comes in to pound away on Edge but
HHH and Snitsky get in an argument. Batista comes to HHH'’s defense but
has to break up the Walls on HHH instead.

Flair trips up Jericho and gets ejected for his efforts. Flair walks up
the aisle but comes back a second later to allow Batista to kill Orton
and Jericho. There'’s the spinebuster to Jericho but Orton hits Big Dave
with the belt, allowing Jericho to hit the enziguri on Batista for the
pin. Jericho hits the springboard dropkick to knock Snitsky onto HHH on
the floor but Batista kills Jericho with the clothesline before leaving.

It’s Snitsky vs. Jericho at the moment with Snitsky choking away. Edge
comes in and pounds on his fellow Canadian but gets caught in the sleeper
drop to put both guys down. Orton gets shoved to the floor and Edge and
HHH double team him for a bit. Jericho DDTs Snitsky down...and here comes
Maven. He goes right after Snitsky and takes him down with a forearm as
things seem to go into slow motion.

Maven bulldogs HHH down and is all fired up, but Snitsky kills him with a
chair shot for a DQ. HHH covers the dead Maven for the easy elimination.
Edge keeps covering Jericho but can’t get more than a bunch of two’s.
It’s Orton/Jericho vs. HHH/Edge if you’re keeping score. A spear puts
Jericho out and it’s 2-1 with Orton in trouble. Orton says bring it on
and is promptly beaten down in the corner.

Edge suplexes Orton down and holds him while HHH pounds away. Orton
punches away at HHH but gets DDT’d down for two. Edge comes back in and
gets slammed down before getting dropkicked into HHH on the apron. That



gets two off a rollup from Orton but he walks into a HHH spinebuster. We
get the required heel miscommunication as Edge spears HHH down and walks
into an RKO for the pin. It’s down to Orton vs. HHH with the Game hitting
Orton low as Edge leaves. The Pedigree is countered into the RKO for the

final pin.

Rating: B. The match was good stuff but as I said earlier, Orton pinning
HHH doesn’t mean anything. Somehow Orton would get a title match at the
Rumble through means I don’t remember where HHH would destroy Orton once
and for all. I think I'm the only person on the planet that liked Orton’s
first main event face run so when I watched this I was digging it at the
time. It turned out they got lucky with Batista, but the Orton face run
could have been more if HHH hadn’t hacked the legs out from under it.

Overall Rating: B-. There’'s some dull stuff here, but the good stuff
really is solid as you can see the new generation ready to burst through.
The main event was entertaining stuff and the fans did react to Orton
pinning HHH clean. The Smackdown side of things was pretty lame but other
than that, this was a solid show and I was digging it at the end. Good

show.

Ratings Comparison

Spike Dudley vs. Billy Kidman vs. Chavo Guerrero vs. Rey Mysterio
Original: C+

Redo: B-

Shelton Benjamin vs. Christian

Original: B

Redo: B

Team Guerrero vs. Team Angle

Original: D

Redo: C+



Undertaker vs. Heidenreich

Original: D

Redo: D

Trish Stratus vs. Lita

Original: N/A

Redo: N/A

John Bradshaw Layfield vs. Booker T

Original: F

Redo: D

Team Orton vs. Team HHH

Original: B-

Redo: B

Overall Rating

Original: C-

Redo: B-

In a rare instance, I liked this a lot better the second time around.
Here’'s the original review if you’'re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/13/history-of-survivor-series-count

-up-2004-eyebrows-huffman-main-events/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new


http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/13/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-2004-eyebrows-huffman-main-events/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/13/history-of-survivor-series-count-up-2004-eyebrows-huffman-main-events/

book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Survivor Series Count-Up -
2002: Open The Chamber Of
Stupid

Survivor Series 2002

Date: November 17, 2002

Location: Madison Square Garden, New York City, New York
Attendance: 17,930

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler, Michael Cole, Tazz

Well we’'re into the brand split era now and last month on Smackdown’s
PPV, we had a Cell match between Taker and Lesnar. Bischoff’'s response:
the Elimination Chamber. This is one of those shows that ticks me off to
no end because of how the booking goes. Other than that, we’ve got a
stupid booking decision on Smackdown as well which I don’t think I

complained about enough the first time. Let’s get to it.
The theme song is Always by Saliva which is a personal favorite.

Dudley Boys/Jeff Hardy vs. 3 Minute Warning/Rico

This is an elimination tables match. Oh and that’s Bubba and Spike, not
D-Von. Spike and Bubba got put through the same table on Raw Monday to
set this up. The Dudleys and Jeff clear the ring to start and Spike 1is
thrown into the arms of the Samoans. It’s Bubba vs. Rico in the ring at
the moment, because putting Spike and Jeff against Umaga and Rosey is a
great idea right? Bubba chops Rico HARD in the corner before things


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/11/13/survivor-series-count-up-2002-open-the-chamber-of-stupid/
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settle down.

What'’s Up hits Jamal and we get to the tagging section of the match
before everything breaks down again. Bubba tells Jeff to get the tables
but Rosey runs over Bubba after Bubba sets up a table in the corner. A
BIG backdrop puts Jeff on the floor and Rosey rams Spike’s head into a
table. Rosey misses a charge and drives himself through a table in the
corner but that doesn’t count because it wasn’t someone else putting him
through.

Jeff tries a top rope dive at Rosey but literally bounces off. Rico
brings in another table and gets caught in a Dudley Dog, but 3 Minute
Warning catches him in a double powerbomb to put Spike through the table
instead. Jeff and Bubba get slammed down but Bubba knocks Rosey off the
top and Jeff sends Rico flying into a cameraman. Bubba pounds away but
Rico hits a spinwheel kick to take his head off. Rico could go in the

ring make no mistake.

Rosey and Jeff go out into the crowd and there’s a table out there with
them. Jeff is put on said table as Bubba gets kicked in the face by Rico.
Jamal misses a splash and crushes Rico, allowing Bubba to Bubba Bomb
Jamal and go to save Jeff. With Bubba’s help, Jeff goes up to the top of
an entrance and hits a BIG Swanton through Rosey through the table to
make it 2-2.

Back in the ring Jamal has Bubba on a table ready for a Rico moonsault,
but he looks hesitant to launch. He looks over his shoulder, shouts
“C’MON JEFF!” before staggering. THEN Jeff shakes the ropes and Rico
crotches himself. Not the best response but that’s on Jeff more than
Rico. Bubba tries a belly to back superplex through the table but Jamal
moves it away. Jeff hits Whisper in the Wind to Jamal and follows it with
a dropkick.

Hardy goes to the floor to get another table which he throws at Jamal.
Jeff tries to run the railing but Jamal throws the table at Jeff, who
goes flying through it. That doesn’t count which I can kind of agree
with. Jamal puts Jeff on another table and hits a HUGE splash off the top
to eliminate Jeff. That looks awesome. Bubba beats on Rico in the ring



but Jamal saves his sideburned buddy. Jamal goes up to try a top rope
rana (I guess) on Bubba, only to get caught in a HUGE powerbomb through
the table to get us down to one on one.

It’s Rico vs. Bubba with the former pounding away and pulling in another
table. Rosey comes back in but Bubba pounds away on him too. Now Jamal is
in there too and it’'s D-VON to the rescue! He’s on Smackdown at this

point so this is a big deal. 3D puts Rico through the table to end this.

Rating: B-. That's likely high but this was what you want to open a show.
It helps a lot that this was a fifteen minute match instead of like six
minutes like they are on Raw. This was fun and the pop for the reunion of
the Dudleys (which would be permanent) was a feel good moment. Good stuff
here and a good choice to open things up, especially in New York City.

Stacy is at the World (WWF New York) looking great. She introduces Saliva
who is doing a miniconcert at the club. They perform Always here to eat
up a few minutes and we get a video about the remaining matches.

RVD is stretching before the Chamber.

Cruiserweight Title: Jamie Noble vs. Billy Kidman

Jamie is defending and has Nidia with him. Kidman grabs two very fast
rollups for two and make that four in the first 30 seconds. Jamie bails
to the floor but Kidman throws him right back in. Noble comes back with a
neckbreaker and it’s off to a bow and arrow. Kidman gets thrown to the
floor and Noble hits a suicide dive. Tazz: “I think Noble has something
up his sleeve, but he’s not wearing a shirt so he has no sleeve.”

Back in and Kidman speeds things up with a back elbow and a dropkick
followed by an AA into a backbreaker for two. A Falcon’'s Arrow gets two
for Noble so Kidman hits Tessmacher’s Tesshocker (belly to back suplex
position but he slams Noble down face first instead). Kidman loads up the
Shooting Star but Noble bails to the floor. That’s fine with Billy so he
dives on Noble out there to take the champ down again.

Back in and Nidia distracts Kidman but gets knocked off the apron by
Kidman. The BK Bomb (Low Down) gets two for Kidman as does a Tiger Bomb



for Noble. They go up top and Kidman hits a sitout inverted DDT. That was
pretty awesome looking but it only gets two. Noble hits Orton’s Elevated
DDT for two out of the corner so Kidman hits an enziguri to take over
again. Billy loads up the Shooting Star but a Nidia distraction...only
delays Kidman as he hits the Shooting Star for the pin and the title.

Rating: B-. These two got going good and strong at the end which is
exactly what you want from a match like this. When you can get into the
area of a match where it’s one big move after another and you’re just
waiting on one of them to stay down, that’'s a great sign. The Shooting
Star looked great too. This wasn’'t a masterpiece or anything but it was
solid.

Angle and Benoit are in the back and Angle is incensed that Kidman could
win a title. If he can win, then so can they, as long as Benoit stays out
of the captain’s way. Benoit gets in his face but Angle says they should
be friends to the end. Benoit offers a handshake but Angle says no way.
Angle: “I don’t shake hands! Tag team partners hug!” So HELL NO is
ripping off Benoit and Angle?

Victoria, still psycho here, is looking in a mirror. Then she thinks it’s

Trish and goes nuts.

We recap Trish vs. Victoria, which is a hardcore match. Victoria is batty
and claims that it'’s because she and Trish used to work together as
fitness models, but Trish slept her way to the top. Tonight it’'s about
revenge. Why can’t stories today have simple backstories like that? I
mean, it’s not that hard to LIE.

Women's Title: Victoria vs. Trish Stratus

Hardcore rules here and Trish is defending. This is their second PPV
match after Trish won last month. Victoria immediately chokes her with
Trish’s coat before getting a broom out of one of the trashcans on each
post. Trish jumps the broom (lucky guy) but Victoria takes her down
almost immediately. Victoria chokes her with the broom in the corner but
gets flipped to the mat.

Now Trish finds a trashcan lid but Victoria knocks the lid into her head



with the broom. We head to the floor and Trish gets whipped HARD into the
trashcan. Back in and Victoria hits her slingshot legdrop for two. The
challenger puts a trashcan in between the top and middle rope but Trish
grabs her legs and slingshots Victoria’'s head into the can. Trish sets up

an ironing board in the corner and whips Victoria into it for two.

It’s kendo stick time with Victoria taking a beating. She gets a boot up
in the corner though and BLASTS Trish with a trashcan lid. Victoria has a
bloody nose and sits on the middle rope, allowing Trish to try a rana out
of the corner. Victoria counters into a kind of Boston Crab position, but
Trish does a big situp and hits Victoria in the head with a can lid.

That only stuns her though so Trish BLASTS her in the head with a
trashcan lid again to knock Vicotira off the ropes and out to the floor.
Victoria gets a mirror from under the ring but Trish superkicks her down.
Chick Kick (Punk’s high kick) gets two for Trish as does a bulldog.
Victoria rolls to the floor and pulls out a fire extinguisher to blast
Trish with. That and a suplex gets the pin and the title for the nutjob.

Rating: B. This was AWESOME with both chicks beating the tar out of each
other. The story of the match worked really well too with Trish trying to
wrestle her way out of trouble against a monster that wanted to hurt her
no matter what. This worked really well and is one of the most intense
Divas matches you’ll ever see.

Booker is getting ready.

Bischoff brags about the Chamber for a bit. Show comes up and says he’ll
show Eric why trading him to Smackdown was a bad idea.

Heyman is worried that Brock can’t beat Big Show. Lesnar has (legit, due
to Show hurting him at a house show) bad ribs.

We recap Show vs. Lesnar. Lesnar beat Taker in the Cell last month, so
Show beat up Taker to make himself the next challenger. Even Heyman says
Brock can’t beat him.

Smackdown World Title: Big Show vs. Brock Lesnar

Lesnar is defending here and is mostly a face now. It’s on in a hurry as



the fans are behind Lesnar. Show gets in a shot to the ribs in the corner
and launches Brock across the ring. Brock is all like BRING IT ON and
grabs a double leg to take Show down. They head to the floor and Brock
gets rammed into the post. Back in and Brock pounds away before hitting
something like a belly to back suplex. Show misses a charge and Brock
“hits” a German, which means Show lands on Brock’s head. Brock tries an
F5 but Show knees him in the ribs.

The referee gets bumped and Brock THROWS Big Show down with an overhead
belly to belly. Heyman throws in a chair and Brock cracks Show over the
head with it. There’s the F5 and a new referee but Heyman pulls the
referee out of the ring. This makes no sense and I'll get to why in a
second. Lesnar figures out what’'s going on and gives chase, but charges
right into a pair of chair shots to the ribs. Show chokeslams Brock onto

the chair for the pin and the title. That's Brock’s first ever loss.

Rating: D+. Most of that is for Lesnar’s INSANE power. Here’'s why this
match ticks me off: Lesnar had to get the title taken off of him because
of injury. That's fine. So they pick BIG SHOW to take it from him? This
is the same idea as Nash beating Goldberg: you have an unstoppable
monster and you take the title off of him for the sake of this old dude?
You have Angle, Benoit, Eddie Guerrero and Edge on the Smackdown roster
and you pick BIG SHOW? Now to be fair Angle got the title in a month, but
why not just cut out the middle man and make a new star?

As for why Heyman’s turn makes no sense, the whole idea of the match was
that Heyman didn’t think Lesnar could suplex, F5 or beat Big Show. He did
the first two things and had Show beat until Heyman turned. Heyman is a
lot of things, but he’s always been someone that knows what kind of a
monster he’s got and sticks with them to the end. This is out of
character for him, especially when an injured Brock had proven he could
beat Show. So on top of being a bad match with bad booking, it makes no
sense. Nice job WWE.

Show and Heyman immediately bail.

We recap the triple threat tag title match. Benoit and Angle beat Rey and
Edge in the match of the year at No Mercy in a tournament final. The new



champions argued over who is team captain and have to work together or
they're suspended. Edge and Mysterio won the titles on Smackdown in 2/3
falls match. Stephanie threw in Los Guerreros because these six are the
Smackdown Six and you can’t have just four of them together, even though
we’ve had that for months. Not that I'm complaining though, because this
is going to be AWESOME.

Smackdown Tag Titles: Edge/Rey Mysterio vs. Kurt Angle/Chris Benoit vs.

Los Guerreros

’

Edge and Mysterio are champions and this is under elimination rules. It's
Mysterio vs. Benoit to start which is fine with me. Benoit hits a HARD
chop but gets caught in a rana and a flapjack to give Rey what will
likely be a short lived advantage. Off to Edge for a double hiptoss
before Kurt gets the tag and a big pop. Chavo punches Angle in the back

of the head and that’s a tag apparently.

Chavo gets shouldered down but nips up immediately. Off to Mysterio vs.
Eddie which is one of those pairings that works no matter what. A
headscissors takes Eddie down and it’s off to Kurt to face the masked
dude. They're going very fast paced so far. Angle misses a charge into
the post but Rey takes too much time on the top and gets run over by
Kurt. The Olympian tags in the psycho who suplexes Rey down for two.

Back to Angle who suplexes Rey down and gets in a cheap shot on Edge. The
Angle Slam is countered but Angle clotheslines Rey down instead. Back to
Chris as Tazz talks about Los Guerreros not wanting to get in yet. The
battling partners tag in again so Angle can put on a front facelock. Rey
fights up after about a minute in the hold and kicks Kurt in the face to
take him down.

There'’s the hot tag to Edge who cleans house with a bunch of suplexes.
Eddie comes in and goes to the floor with Rey. Edge misses the spear and
gets caught in a Crossface and ankle lock AT THE SAME TIME. Mysterio
breaks both parts of the hold up and Chavo pulls Angle to the floor. Rey
dives on both of them and Benoit Germans Edge but Eddie comes in off the
top to sunset flip Benoit, sending Edge flying in a German for two each.
Eddie gets suplexed to the floor with his head smashing into the apron on



the way down. FREAKING OW MAN!

Benoit rolls more Germans on Edge (Gee I wonder why he needed neck
surgery five months after this) and Eddie hits the Frog Splash on Edge
but Benoit hits the Swan Dive on Eddie. Angle Slam and Ankle lock to
Eddie while Benoit Crossfaces Edge. Chavo hits Benoit with a belt and
throws the belt to Angle. Benoit thinks Angle hit him and Mysterio
dropkicks Chris into Angle. Angle and Rey go to the floor and Edge spears
Benoit for the elimination. Absolutely amazing sequence there which NEVER
STOPPED.

Angle and Benoit destroy Edge and Rey before leaving. They lay out Los
Guerreros too for fun. Eddie vs. Edge keeps the match going and Eddie
suplexes the Canadian down before it’s off to Chavo. Chavo pounds away on
Edge as Los Guerreros double team. We get down to a much more standard
tag team formula with Edge playing Ricky Morton. Edge finally comes back
with a double clothesline and it’s off to Rey.

Things speed up again with Rey flying all over the place and hitting a
headscissors to put Chavo down. Edge spears both guys down and launches
Rey up to rana Eddie off the top. That'’'s another awesome sequence.
There'’'s the 619 to Eddie but Chavo hits Rey in the back to break up the
West Coast Pop. Eddie puts on the Lasso From El Paso (a Boston
Crab/Sharpshooter hybrid) for the tap and the titles.

Rating: B+. This was a match that felt like it got hacked to death. If
you give these guys another 15 minutes (the match ran 20) and take away
the belt shots, the match gets a lot better. The first half, as in before
the first elimination, is INCREDIBLE. The stuff after that though is good
but standard. Still though, these guys were the future of the company and
it was a good sign to see them. Combine that with three guys named
Batista, Orton and Cena that had debuted earlier in the year and you’ve

got the next five years of WWE.

Here’'s Nowitski to make fun of New York in a really stupid promo. Matt
Hardy comes out to yell at him before blasting New York as well. The
mouth running goes on even longer until FINALLY Scott Steiner debuts and
murders them. Somehow this took SEVEN AND A HALF MINUTES. Steiner would



go on to have perhaps the two worst PPV world title matches in recorded
history against HHH before being shunted down the card.

Shawn says he believes in himself but we get RNN BREAKING NEWS! It's
Randy Orton who has a bad shoulder. He says there’s no new damage to his
bad shoulder due to an extra pillow on the plane. This was the WAY over
the top deal that Orton was doing which first turned him heel. I loved it
but it got annoying fast, which is the right idea.

We recap the Elimination Chamber. HHH is the official WORLD CHAMPION OF
EVERYTHING but Shawn beat him at Summerslam and wants a rematch. Bischoff
wants to top the Cell so here’s his latest idea. The rules are mostly
simple: two guys start and there are four more in individual pods. After
five minutes there’s a new guy introduced and it’s elimination rules. The
winner is world champion. The other four guys are there because they’re
the biggest stars on Raw. This is set to Always again and they’re not
even trying to hide that this is ALL about HHH vs. Shawn.

HHH says that he’s awesome and he’ll keep the title.

Eric comes out and walks through the Chamber to explain everything I just
said. Apparently the glass is bulletproof. This is the first time the
Chamber had been seen and I believe the first time the rules have been

explained.

Raw World Title: Kane vs. Chris Jericho vs. HHH vs. Shawn Michaels vs.

Booker T vs. Rob Van Dam

Jericho is a tag champion, but the cool part here is that as he comes
out, Saliva does his theme song live at WWF New York. HHH is defending of
course. Shawn’s tights are...brown. This is one of those decisions that no
one ever quite got and he was made fun of extensively for them
apparently. I mean....BROWN? Mankind wore brown for crying out loud. The
wide show of the Chamber really does look cool. Anyway the entrances take
a long time and RVD vs. HHH gets us going.

Van Dam hits a spinwheel kick to take HHH down but walks into a
facebuster. The Pedigree is countered into a backdrop over the top to hit
the cage outside the ring. JR’s statements about the Chamber are already



nuts as he says it has no soul or conscience. IT'S A FREAKING CAGE!
Anyway, HHH is rammed into the cage over and over to bust him open and
Van Dam hits Rolling Thunder over the top rope to land on HHH on the
cage. Yeah there’s a floor made of cage surrounding the ring that is

level with the mat if you’ve somehow never seen one of these.

Van Dam goes up on one of the pods but his flip dive mostly hits the
floor instead of HHH. Back in the ring and HHH gets stomped down in the
corner as Jericho is added in as the third man. Van Dam immediately kicks
him down and it’s five minutes until the next entrant. A cartwheel into a
moonsault gets two on Jericho and they head outside the ring as well. In
the first famous spot in the Chamber’s history, Van Dam jumps off the top
rope, misses Jericho, and grabs onto the cage like Spider-Man before
spinning back around to cross body Jericho. That’s still awesome.

HHH gets back up and hits the knee to the face of Van Dam which gives
Jericho a two count. HHH and Jericho double team RVD before Chris tells
Shawn to suck it. Van Dam’s back gets rammed into the cage wall some more
and Jericho talks a lot of trash. Rob’s back goes into the cage over and
over and we head back in to the ring. There’s a spin kick to put Jericho
down as Booker T is in fourth.

Booker quickly clears the ring and we get a Spinarooni before Van Dam
fights Booker one on one. Booker gets in some shots to Rob but walks into
the stepover kick to give Van Dam control again. HHH gets back up and
takes Van Dam down, only to get caught by the scissors kick from Booker.
The next big spot of the match is Van Dam going up to the top of the pod
and hitting the Five Star on HHH, with Van Dam’s knee hitting HHH's
throat, severely (and legitimately) injuring HHH'’s windpipe. Since HHH
can’t get up right now to eliminate Van Dam, Booker hits a missile
dropkick to take Van Dam out.

Booker grabs a quick cover on HHH but only gets two. Jericho goes after
Booker but gets caught in an Alabama Slam for his efforts. Kane comes in
fifth because we don’t quite know if Shawn’s back can handle a full match
yet. Kane goes off on Booker and Jericho as HHH lays on the outside.
Jericho gets launched face first into the cage wall and is then thrown
through the BULLETPROOF, yes BULLETPROOF I SAY glass. This would become a



running joke in the Chamber.

JR says the Chamber has no soul or conscience again just to hammer home
the point. Kane chokeslams Booker and Jericho adds the Lionsault to take
Booker out and get us down to four guys. A Kane suplex gets two on
Jericho as we’'re waiting on Shawn to come in. HHH goes up top for no
apparent reason and gets slammed down ala Flair. Jericho missile

dropkicks Kane down and here’s HBK.

HHH is down in the corner of course so Shawn can only beat on Kane and
Jericho. There'’s the forearm to Kane but no nipup, leaving everyone down
at the moment. Kane whips Shawn HARD into the corner where Shawn flips
upside down. There’s a chokeslam for all three remaining guys not named
Kane but instead of covering, Kane loads up a Tombstone on HHH. Shawn
superkicks Kane down but he sits up. The Pedigree and Lionsault finally
put Kane out and we’re down to three.

Shawn gets double teamed by HHH and Jericho and it’'s time for Chris to
dance. After being rammed into the cage a few times, Michaels is busted
open. Jericho talks more trash and HHH walks around a lot. Shawn tries to
fight back but his piledriver on the cage is countered to backdrop his
bad back onto the cage again. There’s the Lionsault...for two. You know,
the move that put out Booker and Kane earlier? It’s now not enough to put
down Shawn when he’s been beaten down and injured on top of having one
match in four and a half years.

Shawn comes back with a moonsault press to Jericho for two before putting
Jericho in the Walls. HHH finally comes back from getting popcorn or
something with a DDT to Shawn. Jericho and HHH finally get in the
argument you were expecting and the fight is on. Jericho jumps out of the
corner and lands in the Pedigree, but Jericho counters into the Walls.
While holding HHH, Shawn kicks Jericho’s head off and it’s down to one on

one. If this surprises you, you’'re an imbecile.

So it’s Shawn, bloodied and injured and in his second match in four
years, against an also injured HHH in the main event at Madison Square
Garden. Gosh I'm so glad these two are so selfless. The spinebuster puts
Shawn down and HHH backdrops him over the top. Shawn sends HHH into the



cage but when Shawn tries to Pedigree HHH on the steel, HHH counters into
a slingshot through the cage again. You know, because Shawn would still
be alive at this point.

Back in the ring all that gets two and it’'s time for the slugout.
Seriously, those brown tights are so stupid looking. A facebuster puts
Shawn down and it’s another clothesline to put him onto the outside. The
Pedigree on the steel is countered into another slingshot into the
Chamber wall. Back into the ring and Shawn drops the elbow off the top of
the pod. The Superkick is countered into the Pedigree and, say it with
me, Shawn kicks out at two. Another Pedigree is countered into a
backdrop, followed by the Sweet Chin Music to give Shawn the title.

Rating: D+. I've mellowed on this match in the last few years to the
point where I'm not mad about it anymore. However, it’s still one of
those matches where you look at it and say really. As in REALLY? We’'re
supposed to buy that Shawn can survive ALL of that and still win the
freaking title? You have to keep in mind this isn’t the Shawn who was
having the match of the year for like five years running. No one expected
him to go on as long as he did. At this point, making it to Wrestlemania

would have been impressive.

That's where this match loses it for me: we’re supposed to buy that Shawn
is so great, so amazing, and so tough that he can basically walk off the
street and be better than four of the top guys in the business? There
comes a point where my suspension of disbelief is cut off and I can’t buy
this anymore. We passed that at Summerslam, making this even more
ridiculous. This match is also the reason we had to sit through the AWFUL
match at Armageddon, where HHH and Shawn got to waste 40 minutes of our

time by barely being able to move.

In short, this is way more than I can accept as far as the match being
realistic. In wrestling, you have to accept that some stuff is
ridiculous. That's called suspending disbelief. However, there comes a
point where that’s not the case any longer. It's unrealistic in wrestling
terms to accept that Shawn can survive all this and win the title. This
was pure selfishness from Shawn and HHH, which would get WAY worse in the
future. HHH wouldn’t make a new star for over a YEAR when he put Benoit



over at Wrestlemania in the same arena.

As for the rest of the match, it’s acceptable, but WAY too long. The
Chamber matches need to go about thirty minutes instead of the forty this
one went. The last seventeen minutes here, as in the amount of time after
Kane is eliminated, are REALLY repetitive and while they had good drama,
they needed to be cut. Booker, RVD, Jericho and Kane were all there to
fill in spaces and be there for Shawn and HHH to bounce off of. I don’t
hate the match, but it really doesn’t work all that well.

Confetti falls to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. The show overall is pretty solid actually but the
main event is a good sized letdown. The Show/Lesnar stuff I went on about
enough, but other than those two things the card is pretty solid. The
triple threat tag is good stuff but the No Mercy match is even better.
This show is worth checking out, but you won’t be thrilled by the
Chamber.

Ratings Comparison

Dudley Boys/Jeff Hardy vs. Rico/3 Minute Warning
Original: B

Redo: B-

Billy Kidman vs. Jamie Noble

Original: C+

Redo: B-

Victoria vs. Trish Stratus

Original: C-

Redo: B

Big Show vs. Brock Lesnar

Original: D-



Redo: D+

Los Guerreros vs. Kurt Angle/Chris Benoit vs. Edge/Rey Mysterio
Original: B

Redo: B+

Shawn Michaels vs. HHH vs. Booker T vs. Rob Van Dam vs. Kane vs. Chris
Jericho

Original: B
Redo: D+
Overall Rating
Original: B-
Redo: C+

Dang that’s a big swing on the Chamber. I don’t remember liking it that
much the first time.

Here’'s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/02/20/survivor-series-2002-the-longest
-rant-about-anything-ive-ever-done/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:


http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/02/20/survivor-series-2002-the-longest-rant-about-anything-ive-ever-done/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/02/20/survivor-series-2002-the-longest-rant-about-anything-ive-ever-done/

Survivor Series Count-Up -
2001: The Night It Ended

Survivor Series 2001

Date: November 18, 2001

Location: Greensboro Coliseum, Greensboro, North Carolina
Attendance: 10,142

Commentators: Jim Ross, Paul Heyman

I've talked about the Invasion over and over and over as have a bunch of
other people so I'll spare you the big explanation of it. In short, WWF
bought WCW and ECW (or close enough to that at least) and over the summer
and fall of 2001, squandered what could arguably have been a billion
dollars’ worth of stories, feuds and shocks. But hey, why make a fortune
when you can destroy WCW and have a final blowoff in the home of
Starrcade where you can say HAHA I BEAT YOU TURNER and crush WCW once and
for all? That’'s the whole show for the most part. It’s one Survivor
Series match, winner take all. Let’s get to it.

The opening video is a cool idea as it shows all of the old logos for the
WWF over the years and a bunch of great moments in company history, set
to a song called The End Is Here. Tonight it’s winner take all in the

main event.

European Title: Christian vs. Al Snow

Christian is in the Alliance and defending. He greets his fans in South
Carolina and says he’s awesome. Snow comes out to the Tough Enough theme
which is always awesome. Snow takes him down to the mat which frustrates
the champ. Christian comes back with a foot on Snow’s face in the corner
followed by a Russian legsweep for two. We hit the chinlock as the match
slows down.

Snow fights up and hits his headbutts but Christian hits a tiger driver


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/11/13/survivor-series-count-up-2001-the-night-it-ended/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/11/13/survivor-series-count-up-2001-the-night-it-ended/

backbreaker for two. Snow gets rammed into the buckle and things slow
down again. The trapping headbutts hit Christian again and Snow escapes
the reverse DDT into a neckbreaker for two. Heyman schilling for the
Alliance gquy is always funny. A sitout powerbomb gets two for Snow and
now Christian’s reverse DDT hits for no cover. Instead Christian talks a
lot of trash and gets rolled up for two. A top rope cross body is rolled
through by Snow and the Snow Plow gets two. There’s the Unprettier out of
nowhere to keep the title in the Alliance. That was quick.

Rating: C-. This is one of those shows where anything but the main event
means nothing, which makes the first hour and a half of the show pretty
uninteresting to sit through. This match was fine but it could have been
on Smackdown on any given week. Snow and Christian are both good hands so
a good match is really nothing shocking at all.

Austin arrives and yells at the Alliance. He doesn’t like being accused
of being a traitor to the Alliance. This would be a lot better if
Stephanie had more acting ability than say, a carrot. Austin yells at

everyone on the team and says stop being paranoid.

Vince and Linda arrive with Vince brimming with confidence. Cole comes up
and says this might be their last night in business but Vince doesn’t
want to hear talk like that. Vince talks about taking calculated risks
and being confident because someone is jumping to the WWF. Regal comes up
and says he doesn’t buy the idea that Austin is jumping back to the WWF.

William Regal vs. Tajiri

Regal hurt Tajiri’s girlfriend Torrie on Smackdown to set this up. Also
these two used to be friends. Tajiri is Cruiserweight Champion and was
supposed to face X-Pac in a title for title match, but according to
Commissioner Mick Foley, “No one cared about X-Pac or the Light
Heavyweight Title anyway”. Tajiri fires off a kick but gets suplexed
right back down.

The knee trembler takes Tajiri down but Tajiri goes after Regal’s knee
with the kicks. There’s the Tarantula and Regal is bleeding from the
nose. A handspring elbow gets two for Tajiri but Regal ties his head up

in the ropes to stop the momentum dead. Regal tries a powerbomb but gets



countered by another kick to the head. The Buzzsaw Kick misses and
there’s the Tiger Bomb from Regal for the pin. Too short to rate but it
was fine. Short, but fine.

Regal powerbombs him again post match. Torrie (looking GREAT in a purple
top and leather pants) comes out to check on Tajiri, only to get

powerbombed as well.

We recap Edge vs. Test. These two are both midcard champions after the
seemingly dozens of never ending midcard title changes going on at this
point. Edge is US Champion, Test is IC Champion, tonight only one belt

survives.

Test complains about the makeup lady not rubbing in the oil well enough
on him. Stacy comes up and agrees with Test. Test hits on her and she’ll
think about it if he wins.

Edge compares himself to Test and says that there are a lot of
similarities between them. The difference is that Edge hasn’t been dumped
by every chick on the planet. Edge makes fun of Test for sounding wooden
and that’s about it.

Intercontinental Title/US Title: Edge vs. Test

They fight over control to start with Edge taking over via a series of
forearms to the head. Test powers him down and goes after the ribs with a
wide ranging selection of stomps. We head to the floor with Edge being
dropped across the barricade to further the attack on the ribs. Back in
and Edge hits a dropkick to take over before we head outside again. Back

in quickly and a swinging neckbreaker gets two for Edge.

Test drops Edge onto the top rope ribs first to reinjure him and the
taller of the blonde Canadian champions takes over again. Test puts on a
chinlock as the match slows down again. Edge fights up and avoids a
corner charge before hitting a middle rope missile dropkick for two. A
middle rope cross body misses though and Test puts him on the top rope.

Edge blocks a superplex with some CANADIAN right hands to the ribs but a
sunset bomb doesn’t work. Test dives off the top but jumps right into a



dropkick to put him down. The problem with this match is neither guy has
been able to build up any kind of a run with the title as both have
changed hands four times since the InVasion began about four months ago.
How can you get behind either guy as a big time champion in that little
bit of time? On top of that, Edge has been champion for six days and Test
for thirteen. That’s not exactly Honky Tonk Man unifying with Luger in
the late 80s.

Both guys are down now but it’'s Edge up first with some clotheslines and
a spinwheel kick. Test’s pumphandle slam is countered into the Edge-0-
Matic for two. Test spears Edge down for two but the big boot misses.
There'’s the pumphandle for two but Test’s powerbomb is countered into a
rana. Edge’s spear gets a close two but he can’t hit the Edgecution. Test
tries a full nelson slam but Edge rolls through for the pin and both
titles.

Rating: C+. This started pretty slow but it got going once Edge was able
to start countering Test’'s power stuff. In other words, Edge did the work
to make Test’s generic big man offense look decent. This was probably the
match of the night, which isn’t surprising given how hot Edge got in the
next year.

Angle comes up to see a stressed out Stephanie. My goodness her acting is
bad. I know I say that a lot, but IT’S FREAKING TERRIBLE. She says if the
Alliance loses tonight, she’ll have to buy her own groceries and wash her
own car. She can’t be a....a....a REGULAR PERSON!!! Angle reminds her that
she’s special and doesn’t think Austin will jump.

A cage is lowered.

Jeff and Lita are talking about Matt being different lately. Matt comes
up and yells at them for acting strange and not being focused enough. It
turns into a rallying speech and things seem ok. The guys leave and Trish
comes out of the same locker room Matt came out of earlier. It says Team
WWF so maybe there’s nothing there.....but maybe there is. DUN DUN DUN!

WCW Tag Titles/WWF Tag Titles: Dudley Boys vs. Hardy Boys

In a cage. The Dudleys are WCW Champions and the Hardys are the WWF



Champions and Stacy is STUNNING at this point as the Dudleys’ manager.
All four belts get laid out between the guys in the ring and it’'s time to
go. There are tags required here and it’s Matt vs. Bubba to start. Matt
can't get anywhere so it’s off to Jeff who walks into a Boss Man Slam for

two.

D-Von comes in as Heyman talks about Big Daddy Dudley which JR could not
care less about. Back to Matt who rolls D-Von up for two but walks into a
reverse inverted DDT for two. Bubba comes in again and drops a bunch of
elbows for two. The Dudleys tag in and out a lot and it’s back to Bubba
for more punching to Matt’s ribs. Bubba tries to ram Matt into the cage
but Matt counters into a reverse DDT.

Off to Jeff who cleans house as everything breaks down quickly. Poetry in
Motion hits Bubba and Matt climbs but D-Von makes the save. It’s
pin/submission/double escape to win here and there’s a Bubba Bomb off the
top to Jeff. Wouldn’t that hurt both of them equally? Bubba goes up again
but Matt slams him down for two. Matt gets rammed into the cage but when
the Dudleys try to do the same to Jeff, he grabs the cage and tries to
climb out, only to get caught in a Doomsday Device (Paul: “WHAT A
RUSH!") .

Matt gets crushed against the cage and Bubba whips D-Von into him for
good measure. Bubba splashes him as well and the Dudleys are in full
control. Jeff gets in a shot and Matt hits a top rope double clothesline
to shift the momentum just as fast though. A DDT puts Bubba down for two
and Jeff hits the legdrop between D-Von'’s legs. A double backdrop takes
Ray down again and the Hardys go up.

Matt hits a legdrop and Jeff hits a splash off the top at the same time
for two on Bubba. Matt makes a climb but gets pulled down with one leg
still stuck in the cage. What’s Up to Jeff and Bubba asks Stacy for a
table. Stacy hits on Nick Patrick and picks the key out of his pocket.
There's a table in the ring now but Matt breaks up the 3D by jumping
Bubba. Why D-Von didn’t flapjack Jeff through the table is anyone’s
guess.

Bubba and Matt go tot he top and pound away at each other until Bubba is



knocked down. Matt climbs down to escape but he’s left alone against the
Dudleys. D-Von is rammed into the cage a few times and Jeff goes up as D-
Von climbs onto the table for no apparent reason. Jeff looks down and
sees D-Von there before diving off the top of the cage, but the Swanton
misses. Bubba covers the table and therefore Jeff as well for the pin and
the titles.

Rating: B-. This was the usual good brawl between these teams and it
furthers the Hardys’ issues, but at the end of the day this feud was
played out at this point. There was nothing left for these two teams to
do and at this point it was being dragged out way too far. Still though,
good match and a good way to I believe finally end this nearly two year
long feud.

Jeff is taken out on a stretcher.

Mick Foley is at WWF New York and admits that his job (WWF Commissioner)
means nothing.

Scotty 2 Hotty is about to be in the Immunity Battle Royal but Test beats
him up to take his spot.

Immunity Battle Royal

Test, Billy Gunn, Bradshaw, Farrooq, Lance Storm, Billy Kidman, Diamond
Dallas Page, Albert, Tazz, Perry Saturn, Raven, Chuck Palumbo, Crash
Holly, Justin Credible, Shawn Stasiak, Steven Richards, Tommy Dreamer,
The Hurricane, Spike Dudley, Hugh Morrus, Chavo Guerrero Jr., Funaki

No matter who wins the main event tonight, the winner of this is
guaranteed a job for a year. Stasiak is thrown to the floor before the
bell rings and is apparently out. Test drops to the floor to hide as Tazz
comes in late. Since it’s a battle royal there’s really not much to talk
about here. Everyone punches everyone and no one is put out for awhile.

Heyman freaks out about Tazz because Tazz choked him out on Smackdown.

Hurricane dives at Farrooq and is clotheslined out by Bradshaw. Albert
throws Saturn out and Test, who is back in now, dumps Farrooq. Page is
put out by someone we can’t see and Storm superkicks Palumbo out. Morrus



and Chavo run in as wildcards because they tried to jump from the
Alliance to the WWF on Raw but got fired as a result. Billy dumps Chavo
as Morrus is eliminated as well. Tazz dumps Dreamer and Crash as Storm
low bridges Spike out. Bradshaw’s Clothesline kills Richards and he's

gone.

Tazz stops to run his mouth to Heyman and gets dumped by Billy. Test and
I think Kidman put Albert out. We’re down to Bradshaw, Kidman, Gunn, Test
and Storm. Sorry if I missed a bunch of eliminations but a lot of them
weren’t shown. The fallaway slam puts Kidman out and we’re down to four.
Bradshaw kicks Storm down and might have hurt his ankle. Things slow way
down as Billy and Bradshaw hang on for dear life. Storm and Test team up
to put Bradshaw out but Test dumps Storm as well. A big boot eliminates
Gunn and Test wins immunity.

Rating: C-. Not bad here but at the end of the day, it’s a battle royal

so what are you expecting to get here? Test would fall through the floor
in the next year with no one caring about him at all. This was a pretty

big batch of jobbers in there though and that doesn’t really make for an
interesting match. Then again, neither do most battle royals.

Sacrifice video by Creed.

Booker is worried about Austin jumping. Shane says it’s ok and stick with
it.

Women's Title: Trish Stratus vs. Ivory vs. Lita vs. Mighty Molly vs.

Jacqueline vs. Jazz

Chyna relinquished the title earlier in the year without being pinned and
then disappeared so this is the best we’ve got to pick from for the new
champion. This is Jazz’s debut and NO ONE CARES. Why does no one care?
Because Jazz meant nothing in ECW and was a face there but is a heel
here. Jazz and Lita start things off with Jazz pounding away. Off to
Jackie vs. Molly off some blind tags and somehow even fewer people care
about Jackie.

Jackie dropkicks Molly down and it’s off to Ivory who gets caught in a
sunset flip for two. This is one fall to a finish. Ivory slingshots



Jackie into the ropes and it’s off to Trish who is looking very good in
those little pink shorts of hers. Lita gets knocked to the floor and the
three Alliance chicks (Ivory, Jazz, Molly) triple team Trish for a bit.
Jackie double crosses Lita on Poetry in Motion and everyone hits their
finishers on everyone else. The Litasault gets two on Ivory as Jazz
saves. Lita gets backdropped to the floor and it’s Ivory vs. Trish left.
Stratusfaction gives Trish I believe her first title.

Rating: D. It was short, the match wasn’t any good, Trish looked great in
the skin tight barely there pink shorts, Lita looked good as usual, and
that’s all I've got here. As usual with situations like this, when the
previous champion doesn’t lose the title, the new champion comes in at a
big disadvantage.

Vince looks at Team WWF and gives them a pep talk, bringing up names like
Dr. Jerry Graham, Peter Maivia, Gorilla Monsoon (pop) and Andre the Giant
(BIG pop). He understands he might be looking at a group of losers, and
if that happens no one will ever forgive them. After listening to that
speech, I want to go fight three WWF guys and one guy each from ECW and
WCW!

We recap the main event which has been summed up pretty well already.
Vince was replaced by Big Show and Rock and Jericho are having major
issues. Rock is WCW champion and Austin is WWF Champion. This really does
feel like a huge match. The video is set to Control by Puddle of Mudd
which is a good song.

Basically Vince said that he was tired of all of the InVasion (I think a
lot of us were at this point) and offered one winner take all match with
the losing organization going out of business. Angle joined the Alliance
after the announcement but Vince says Austin is coming back to the WWF,
giving the Alliance reason to be concerned. Austin stunned Angle on TV

recently to further that idea.

Team WWF vs. Team Alliance

The Rock, Chris Jericho, Big Show, Undertaker, Kane

Steve Austin, Kurt Angle, Booker T, Rob Van Dam, Shane McMahon



Everyone gets individual entrances so it takes forever to get to the
start of the match. As those are going on, a few things to notice here:
Team Alliance has one of the biggest WWF superstars ever, a guy that at
this point had only wrestled in the WWF, a WCW guy, an ECW guy, and the
then heir to the WWF throne.

Also, as goes the stereotype for the WWF, most of their guys are big and
strong instead of the more athletic styles of the Alliance team. One
other thing: JR keeps up one of the annoying inaccuracies in wrestling by
saying that Taker won the world title in his WWF debut. It was a year
later, which you should know if you’ve been reading my reviews like good

minions.

Rock and Austin start fighting before the bell and you know the early
advantage doesn’t mean a thing in this one. Austin hits the Thesz Press
and the middle rope elbow for a very early two. Rock comes back with a
middle finger elbow of his own and dares Shane to get in. Off to Booker
who gets clotheslined down for two as Shane makes the save. Expect to
hear that line for awhile. Off to Jericho as Heyman blames Vince for the
end of ECW.

Van Dam and Jericho have a nice fast paced sequence with Jericho hitting
a spinwheel kick for no cover. Jericho chops away but misses a dropkick,
allowing Rob to hit the cartwheel into a moonsault for two. For reasons
likely related to high levels of drug use, Van Dam tries a standing rana
on Jericho, only to be countered into the Walls. Shane makes the third
save of the match already and it’'s off to Angle vs. Kane.

Angle gets thrown around but eventually slips behind Kane and hits a
German Suplex for two. Kane comes back with a side slam and the top rope
clothesline for two of his own as Shane saves again. Off to the Dead Man
who pounds away but misses a charge into the corner, allowing Booker to
get the tag. Taker immediately drops Booker and hits a legdrop, but Shane
breaks up his fifth near fall of the match.

There’s 0ld School to Booker followed by that lifting wristlock which
always looks painful. Off to a short armed scissors followed by a
clothesline for two, resulting in ANOTHER save from Shane. Austin comes



in to pound on Taker (and to cause Heyman to say WHAT after everything JR
says) but he gets caught in Old School. Say it with me: Shane makes the
save. Taker gets caught in the wrong corner and quintuple teamed.

Angle is in next and tries to slug it out with the Deadman for some
reason. Taker escapes a German and DDTs Angle down. There'’s the tag to
Big Show and JR almost immediately bashes him, saying Show can make a
huge difference, or he can make some huge mistakes. Show throws around
RVD and Angle before clearing off the entire Alliance corner. Angle gets
underneath Show and there’s the Slam followed by an Ax kick from Booker
(and a Spinarooni) and a Five Star and a top rope elbow from Shane for
the first elimination.

Shane dances around in celebration before turning around to meet The Rock
who beats the living tar out of Shane with right hands in the corner. Off
to Kane for a chokeslam, then a tombstone from Undertaker and a Lionsault
from Jericho to tie it up. That’s the best way to go as Show and Shane
were the weak links on both teams. Angle vs. Jericho now with Jericho
hitting the forearm to start. A double underhook backbreaker puts Angle
down but Austin saves.

Angle uses an amateur takedown and brings in Booker to slam Chris a few
times. RVD gets a tag but one of his shoulders in the corner is countered
into a sunset flip for two. Off to Kane who catches a punch from RVD. Van
Dam’s comeback? Kick the guy in the head. Why make things too
complicated? Kane pulls Booker in and kicks him in the face too but the
numbers game allows Van Dam to take Kane down and hit the Five Star. Rob
takes too long to cover though and gets caught in a chokeslam, but Booker
kicks Kane down. Everything breaks down and Rob kicks Kane from the top

for the pin to make it 4-3.

Taker pounds on Van Dam in the corner while everyone else is fighting on
the floor. Austin and Angle get in as well and Taker has to fight all
four guys at once. He gets them all in a corner and keeps charging at all
of them with clotheslines in a cool sequence. Snake Eyes and a big boot
take Angle down and there’s a Last Ride for him as well. Booker comes in
with a chair but Taker boots him down, leaving himself open to a Stunner
from Austin and the pin by Angle. That leaves us with



Austin/Angle/Booker/RVD vs. Rock/Jericho.

Booker stomps on Rock but Rocky comes back with right hands. A side kick
takes Rock right back down but Rock does the same with a DDT for two.
Booker charges into a Samoan Drop for two as Austin makes the save. Rock
whips Booker into Angle and grabs a rollup to eliminate Mr. T, making it
3-2.

Rob is in next but as he goes up, Rock kind of powerbombs him off the top
for two. Jericho gets the tag and hits a running neckbreaker for two
before chopping away in the corner. Van Dam avoids the Lionsault and
kicks Chris’ head off, followed by the split legged moonsault for no
cover. Jericho pops up and hits a Breakdown (Skull Crushing Finale) out
of nowhere for the pin and the elimination to tie it up at two each.

Austin slingshots Rock into the post on the floor while Angle and Jericho
fight in the ring. Angle picks Jericho’s ankle and stomps away on him as
Heyman thinks the Alliance can find a place for the Rock. Back to Austin
to pound away on Chris and hit a superplex for two. Austin hits a kind of
northern lights/belly to belly suplex for two and here’s Angle again.
Jericho puts Kurt in the ankle lock but Kurt quickly escapes and hits a

clothesline to take over.

It’s back to Austin for a suplex and an elbow to the face. Angle comes in
and stomps away before it’s back to Austin who stomps away as well. We
hit one of the few chinlocks in this match as Jericho is in trouble.
Jericho fights up and it’s a double tag to bring in Rock vs. Angle with
the Great One quickly hooking a Sharpshooter on Kurt for an even faster
tap. Heyman LOSES IT in a great moment.

Off to Austin vs. Jericho with Chris trying the Walls but Austin rakes
the eyes to escape. Austin can’t put Jericho in the Boston crab either
but he gets the knees up to block the Lionsault. Steve loads up a
superplex but gets shoved down, followed by a missile dropkick for
Jericho for two. Austin counters a rollup out of nowhere for the pin and
the elimination to get us down to Rock vs. Austin. Did you expect it to
be anything else?

Rock hits a bad spinebuster but Jericho hits a Breakdown on Rock to take



him down in a double cross. It’s not joining the Alliance, but rather
just personal hatred. That gets two for Austin and Taker comes out to
stalk Jericho to the back. Austin pounds away before launching Rock over
the top and out to the floor. They fight on the floor with Austin being
laid on the table and slapped in the chest over and over.

Austin comes back but gets sent over the announce table and punched in
the face by Rock. Back in Rock chops away but gets caught in the whip
spinebuster from Austin. Austin puts on a bad Sharpshooter and there’s
your Montreal reference. Rock finally makes the rope so Austin grabs the
WWF Title. Rock ducks the swing and puts Austin the Sharpshooter but he’s
afraid to let go of the belt for some reason. I guess realizing he has a
job no matter what, he grabs the rope instead.

Back up and Austin’s Stunner is countered into a Stunner from Rock. Why
that puts Rock down after Rock had been in control for awhile is beyond
me but whatever. Rock covers but here’s Nick Patrick to pull Hebner out.
A Rock Bottom to Patrick is broken up and Austin Rock Bottoms Rock for
two. Austin drills Patrick and pulls Hebner back in, only to be sent into
him again as Rock counters the Stunner. There’s the Stunner to Rock but
there’s no referee. Angle runs in and nails Austin with the title,
letting Rock hit the Rock Bottom for the pin and the death of the
Alliance. JR to Heyman: “You’re out of work! AGAIN!”

Rating: A. This felt like a main event and was very entertaining too. It
runs forty five minutes bell to bell and feels like about half of that.
At the end of the day, it was pretty clear what was going to happen but
that doesn’t make it a bad match. Rock vs. Austin was pretty much done
for a long time after this match, which is the right call as they had run

it a lot this year. Great stuff here though.

Everyone celebrates and Vince comes out for the big dramatic pose,

because this whole storyline was all about Vince and his kids remember.

Overall Rating: B+. Like I said, as goes the main event, so goes the

show. The rest of the show isn’t bad but the main event is over an hour
counting buildup video and entrances and all that jazz. The rest of the
show isn’t bad at all with a good cage match and nothing truly bad that



didn’t involve Trish looking great, so I can’t complain much here. Also,
it gets rid of the Alliance which makes things better already.

As for the InVasion, I’'ve gone on at great length about it already, but
in short form here: it was the biggest waste of time, money, and
potential that there ever could be in wrestling. This was the biggest
storyline you could possibly ask for and they BLEW IT. There are multiple
options you could go with here. One idea is have no mention on TV of the
WWF buying WCW and just keep it going with WWF guys in charge behind the
scenes. Think a network might have been interested with it being under
the direction of the biggest wrestling company ever?

Another option: have the Alliance win. At the end of the day any money
they’ve got goes into the WWF’s pocket as they own EVERYTHING, so what
difference does it make? Granted that was never going to happen with
Vince'’s ego, but why let money get in the way of Vince feeling good about
himself? The InVasion could have been so much more but it wound up
running about five months with the WWF dominating the whole way through.
Such a shame and a loss for wrestling fans who had waited for so many
years for a chance to have this happen.

Ratings Comparison

Christian vs. Al Snow
Original: C+

Redo: C-

William Regal vs. Tajiri
Original: C

Redo: N/A

Edge vs. Test

Original: B-

Redo: C+



Dudley Boys vs. Hardy Boys
Original: B+

Redo: B-

Battle Royal

Original: N/A

Redo: C-

Trish Stratus vs. Lita vs. Jacqueline vs. Ivory vs. Mighty Molly vs. Jazz
Original: D+

Redo: D

Team WWF vs. Team Alliance
Original: B

Redo: A

Overall Rating

Original: C+

Redo: B+

Like I said, as the main event goes, so goes the show. That’s apparently
the case here as I liked both better the second time around.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/11/10/history-of-survivor-series-count

-up-2001-the-end-of-the-alliance-thank-goodness/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
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Monday Night Raw — February
10, 2003: Sacre Bleu What A
Waste Of My Time

Monday Night Raw
Date: February 10, 2003
Location: Staples Center, Los Angeles, California

Commentators: Jim Ross, Jerry Lawler

We’re coming up on No Way Out, meaning Eric Bischoff is still looking for
Steve Austin and we’'re still being subjected to Steiner vs. HHH.
Evolution is officially around now, meaning the dark days of Raw are now
upon us. There'’s very little good going on at the moment, meaning this is
going to be in for a long episode. Let’'s get to it.

We open with an In Memory graphic for Curt Hennig who died earlier in the
day. It's a shame he had so many substance abuse issues.

We recap Vince'’s ultimatum to Eric, giving him 30 days to turn Raw around
or Shane McMahon will take his job. Eric’s solution: bring back Steve
Austin. He went to Texas to find Austin last week but just found some
very strong stereotypes.

Theme song.

Apparently the thirty days are up tonight. How a thirty day countdown can
start on a Monday and end another Monday isn’t exactly explained but
here's Eric to open the show. He isn’t sure if Austin will be back at No
Way Out or not but Vince might be on the way here to fire him right now.
Eric is glad to be back in Hollywood among his own people instead of
being stuck in that horrible Texas town from last week. He asks the fans
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one favor: please let Vince know that they support Eric’'s efforts. This
turns into a demand but the fans still aren’t pleased.

Eric reminds us that he’s still the boss around here until Vince arrives,
so let’s talk to JR a bit. Bischoff demands JR get up and take off his
headset so Eric can yell at him over his lack of support for re-signing
Austin. It’s all JR’s fault, but JR says maybe it’s because Austin hates
Eric’s guts for how he fired Austin from WCW. Eric likes this firing idea
and fires JR until Austin signs again.

Evolution arrives.

Christian vs. Test

Christian is Jericho’s buddy so this is a result of Jericho blasting
Stacy with a chair a few weeks ago. Test throws Christian around to start
and chokes with the boot, only to have Christian rakes the eyes to take
over. A boot to the head gets two as Coach comes in to replace JR on
commentary. Test comes back with some clotheslines and a tilt-a-whirl
slam for two. The first attempt at a big boot misses but Test counters
the Unprettier and kicks Christian’s head off for the pin. Nothing match
here.

Post match Christian gets in a cheap shot while Test is talking to Stacy.
Christian goes after Stacy but Jeff Hardy of all people makes the save,
despite teasing a heel turn for awhile now.

JR is on the phone with someone and trying to get hold of Austin.

We look back and Booker and Goldust splitting after losing their tag
title shot last week. This continues to make no sense given how hot they
were as a team, but nothing made sense on Raw in 2003. Goldust also got

electrocuted by Evolution after the loss, turning him into an epileptic.

Booker T vs. D’'Lo Brown

Booker dedicates this one to Goldie but Brown’s music cuts him off.
Before the match, Teddy Long suggests replacing Goldust with Brown so
that the white man can’t keep the man down anymore. Booker pops Brown in
the face and pounds away in the corner but can’t hit the ax kick. Brown



leg lariats Booker down but the ax kick connects a second later for the
pin. Total squash.

Jericho barges into Bischoff’s office and tries to get out of his match
with Test. The match isn’t canceled but Jericho gets a match with Jeff
Hardy as a bonus.

Jazz vs. Molly Holly

This is Jazz’'s first official match back after being out for about nine
months. Jazz easily takes her down to start before cranking on the arm.
Molly comes back with a quick Japanese armdrag, only to be elbowed in the
jaw for two. Jazz hooks a SICK looking submission hold which can best be
described as a half Indian deathlock and half reverse Cattle Mutilation.

She has to let it go pretty quickly to prevent from killing Molly but
gets two off a butterfly suplex. Molly tries some chops as the idiot fans
are calling this boring. That submission hold alone keeps this from being
called boring. Jazz’'s half crab into an STF gets the submission.

Rating: C-. The match was nothing great but Jazz looked awesome out
there. Yeah I actually said that. We never really got a good submission
master in the Divas division so this was a nice change of pace.
Unfortunately Jazz had the personality of a slug so she never went

anywhere.

Jazz beats up Molly again post match with the double chickenwing and
another STF.

JR gets a call from Steve. From Oklahoma. Isn’t it amazing how lucky it
was to have the cameras there to pick this up RIGHT AFTER A MATCH? I know
this is normal for wrestling, but have this kind of stuff pop up in the

middle of a match to make it seem realistic for a change.

Kane/Rob Van Dam vs. 3 Minute Warning

Jamal (Umaga) slams Rob down to start but Rob takes out the legs and gets
two off the standing moonsault. Rob goes up top but gets shoved face
first into the barricade, allowing Rico to get in a cheap shot on the

floor. Back in and it's off to Rosey for a splash for two. The match



keeps going slowly as Jamal comes back in, only to have Rob backflip out
of a belly to back suplex.

A clothesline puts Van Dam back down for two but he ducks another
clothesline which takes Rosey down by mistake. Kane gets the hot tag to
clean house with all of his usual stuff. Rosey breaks up a chokeslam
attempt on Jamal so Kane kicks both of them in the face. Rob comes in as
well for his usual stuff and Rolling Thunder gets two on Jamal.
Everything breaks down and it’s a chokeslam and Five Star to Jamal for
the pin.

Rating: D. This is one of those matches where you can only say it
existed. There'’s just nothing else going on in this match and it showed
badly. I have no idea who thought splitting up the tag titles in 2002 was
a good idea but it was clear by this point that there was no way to
support them. Hence why they went on for about five more years of course.

Vince arrives and wants to know why JR is in the parking garage.

Here’'s Vince in the arena after a break. Vince says he has to make a lot
of hard decisions but tonight isn’t one of them. He calls out Bischoff
and Chief Morely for the firing, despite it being 22 days since he issued
the thirty day warning. Morely isn’t going to be fired immediately, but
he has to beat all three Dudleys in a match to keep his job.

That leaves Eric alone with Vince. Bischoff says he hasn’t signed Austin
for No Way Out and that’s enough for Vince. Before he can fire Bischoff
though, Eric brings out some special lesbians. They’'re bisexual lesbians
and I suddenly have a throbbing headache. Vince says tonight is about
business and fires Bischoff anyway. We even get the goodbye song from the
boss and a McMahon strut.

Regal and Storm suck up to Vince in hopes of getting the GM spot. Vince
promises to name a new GM tonight.

Chief Morely vs. Dudley Boys

Morely gets a jobber entrance and is in street clothes. Remember that
this is a three on one match with Spike teaming with the more famous



Dudleys. Spike jumps Morely to start and the beatdown is on quickly.
Morely has his shirt ripped open as the fans want tables. Apparently the
Dudleys don’'t have to tag here. A triple stomping sends Morely to the
floor and Bubba throws Spike on top of him for good measure. Morely is
sent into the steps a few times including once with Bubba holding them in
the air. The Dudley Dog and 3D end this destruction.

Rating: D-. The fans liked it at least but there wasn’t anything else to
that. This has been a very story heavy version of Raw and that’s not good
in large doses. It helps to have Morely gone due to how annoying he could
get, but that still doesn’t really make the show all that entertaining.
Nothing to see here, again.

The Dudleys put Morely through a table because they can.

Eric asks JR if he’s heard from Austin but JR says he hasn’t. JR isn’t
interested in being friends either.

Tommy Dreamer vs. Batista

Spear, Batista Bomb, pin.

Evolution comes in for the beatdown but Booker comes in for the save. He
gets beaten down as well but Scott Steiner makes the real save.

Jeff Hardy and Shawn have a moment in the back after Shawn kicked his
head off last week.

Stacy has a new marketing idea for Test: GGW. Yes it’'s Girls Gone Wild.

Bischoff is cleaning out his office when the Dudleys come in to sing the

Goodbye Song again. He's staying isn’t he?

Chris Jericho vs. Jeff Hardy

This HAS to get some time right? Jericho takes him down with a headlock
to start but Jeff fights up with some right hands to the head. A
headscissors gets two on Chris but Jericho throws him out to the floor.
Jericho does the Hogan hand to the ear but misses a springboard dive,
allowing Jeff to score with a not great looking Asai Moonsault. A whip



into the steps gets two for Hardy and he dropkicks Jericho out of the air
to keep control.

Hardy loads up the Swanton but Jericho sends the referee into the ropes
to crotch Jeff. This match isn’t flowing well at all but it’s not
terrible. Jericho goes up top for a butterfly superplex but Jeff is up at
two again. Hardy gets his back bent over Jericho’s knee but he rolls up
Jericho to block the Walls for two. A clothesline puts Hardy down again
though and Jericho chokes on the ropes. We hit the chinlock for a bit
before Hardy avoids a charge to send Chris’ shoulder into the post.

The Twist of Fate gets two but the crowd is just gone. Back up again and
Jericho pounds away in the corner but gets caught by the Whisper in the
Wind for two. Jericho takes out the legs and puts on the Walls but Hardy
quickly makes the rope. Chris goes up top, only to have Jeff run the
ropes ala Kurt Angle into a belly to belly suplex. The Swanton gets two
due to a foot on the ropes but Hardy’s hurricanrana is countered into the

Walls for the submission.

Rating: C. The match was ok but there was no spirit to it. It’s like they
were just going through moves instead of having a match if that makes
sense. The match wasn’t bad or anything, but Hardy looked like he was
just out there to fill in a spot on the card instead of doing anything
great.

Vince tells Evolution he’s about to name the new GM. He also makes
HHH/Batista vs. Booker T/Scott Steiner for next week. Anyone ever notice
we almost never get a match advertised for the next week’s show anymore?

Here’s Vince for the announcement. Lawler: “Pick me!” Instead Vince
brings out JR...but he’s not the GM. Bischoff follows him out as JR is
guaranteeing Vince that Austin will be here. Since Austin is coming back,
JR can come back too, meaning he’'s rehired. Bischoff and Morely get to
keep their jobs too, making tonight ENTIRELY POINTLESS. Oh wait Vince
says Eric has to join his special club so there go the pant. He makes it
do tricks but Bischoff refuses. Therefore, Vince makes Bischoff vs.
Austin for No Way Out to end the show.

Overall Rating: F. This might have been the least important show I can



remember in my entire career of reviewing these things. We spent the
entire night building up an angle, only to have the whole thing be
rendered pointless at the end. On top of that, the matches SUCKED and
nothing of note happened as a result of any of them. Horrible show with

no redeeming value at all.
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