
Smackdown – November 1, 2013:
John Cena Is Awesome
Smackdown
Date:  November 1, 2013
Location: Tampa Bay Times Forum, Tampa, Florida
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the first Smackdown after what I thought was one of the best Raws in
a long time. We’re also coming off an eventful PPV which saw Cena and
Orton win the titles, meaning there’s a good chance that Cena is here
tonight. Tonight will probably have a lot more action rather than the
mainly story driven show we got on Monday. That’s exactly how Raw and
Smackdown should work if they’re going to have a single roster. Let’s get
to it.

We recap Cena winning the title on Sunday.

Here’s Johnny for his first Smackdown appearance in a good while. During
the entrance we look at Sandow’s cash in from Monday where he actually
had me believing he would win. Cena talks about winning the title on
Sunday and says that he and Smackdown are going to get real close very
soon. He sucks up to the Tampa crowd and says the World Heavyweight
Champion is here.

This brings out the Real Americans of all people with Colter thanking
Cena for taking the world title from Alberto Del Rio. He says Cena has a
lot in common with the Real Americans such as being a real American hero
and supporting the troops, so Cena should join the Real Americans. Colter
asks Cena to do the WE THE PEOPLE but instead Cena says you can’t see me.
Cena says he sees three dumb people.

Swagger looks like Biff from Back to the Future so he should make like a
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tree and get out of here. Then there’s Cesaro with his giant swing but
all Cena can see are his giant nipples. That leaves Colter, but Cena
doesn’t have enough time to make all the jokes he needs. Colter looks
like a cross between a drunk Yosemite Sam and the guys from Duck Dynasty.
Cena says the Real Americans are the people in the crowd because this is
the land of the free and the home of the brave, so everyone can look and
sound like anything they want.

Cena tells them to get out of Tampa before violence starts, but here’s a
ticked off Sandow before the Americans can respond. John gets ready to
fight but Sandow calls him a hypocrite. He says you make your own way in
America like he did when he stabbed his best friend in the back to win
Money in the Bank. Cena has been handed everything since he got back
which makes him a false champion. Sandow is still the uncrowned world
champion and his purpose in life is to end the Cena era in the WWE. The
heels get ready to swarm but Cody and Goldust come in to even the odds.
Vickie, tag match, main event.

We get a Shield promo talking about how the Usos aren’t contenders and
how they can beat any team on the planet. Roman is about to talk but
Ambrose cuts him off, saying the US Champion and Rollins will prove
Shield dominance tonight. The slow burn split has begun.

Shield vs. Usos

Rollins and Ambrose here. This is a result of the Usos helping make the
save on Monday night. Jimmy and Dean get us going but Ambrose is quickly
dragged to the Uso corner for a double back elbow to the jaw. Dean makes
a tag off to Rollins but is easily taken down for a knee drop. Rollins
trips Jimmy down though and stomps away as Shield takes over. Seth
charges into a backdrop over the top and out to the floor, only to have
Ambrose tag him on the way down.

Jey is sent to the floor as well so Roman goes after him. Cue Big E.
Langston to stare him down as we take a break. Back with Ambrose holding



a chinlock on Jimmy before it’s back to Rollins for a running forearm in
the corner. Seth goes to the middle rope but dives into a right hand,
allowing for the double tag off to Dean and Jey.

The running Umaga attack in the corner gets a quick two and a jumping
kick to the face gets the same. Rollins comes back in and gets caught in
a spinebuster. A double superkick knocks Reigns off the apron and as JBL
puts it, “WE GOT A FLYING SAMOAN!” Back inside and Jey dives over Amborse
into a rollup for the pin at 6:44 shown of 10:14.

Rating: C+. As usual the Usos are good for a solid performance in a tag
match. Shield continues to have problems but it could still be awhile
before they split. The good thing about them is you can mix up the
combinations to keep the story going even longer like they did here. Nice
match to open things up.

Post match Shield goes after the Usos but Langston makes the save. Reigns
wants to fight all three of them but Rollins and Ambrose hold him back.

We recap the Shawn/Bryan segment from Raw. I still don’t think Shawn is
coming back for another match but it’s possible. We also look at the
Wyatts attacking Punk and Bryan.

Prime Time Players vs. Wyatt Family

Before the match, Bray appears on screen and says we live in a world of
false heroism and he has the cure in the palm of his hand. Ashes, ashes,
we all fall down. He stops talking and the Family is in the ring with
Bray in his usual place. Rowan throws Darren around with ease before
standing on his throat and removing the mask.

Off to Harper for a big boot and a front facelock while rolling around on
the mat. Back to Rowan for a neck crank. Harper comes back in to knock
Titus to the floor and puts on the front facelock again. Darren finally



lunges forward for the tag off to O’Neil who cleans house. Young and
Rowan fight to the floor but Harper scores with the discus lariat for the
pin on Titus at 3:46.

Rating: D+. Just a squash here with the Wyatts getting to look strong
before they head into their big feud with Punk and Bryan. The Players are
fine in this role and can move up to challenge for the titles in a low
level program if needed. Imagine that: actual tiers in the tag team
division.

Darren takes Sister Abigail’s Kiss post match.

We look back at Kane joining the new regime and surrendering his mask to
Stephanie on Monday.

Here’s Miz for MizTV which was supposed to have Shawn Michaels as a guest
but we get WWE Champion Randy Orton instead. Orton says Shawn isn’t here
because Miz is irrelevant and no one cares about his show. He wants to

know why this isn’t a celebration of his 11th WWE Championship because
Big Show violated the previous one. Due to that knockout, Big Show has
been banned from WWE for life. Orton asks Miz how that makes him feel but
hits the RKO before Miz can answer. As always, Cole makes it sound like
Orton asked for more water at dinner.

Dolph Ziggler shills WWE merchandise.

Bella Twins/Natalya vs. AJ Lee/Alicia Fox/Tamina Snuka

Nikki starts with Alicia and quickly takes her down before bringing in
Brie for a Poetry In Motion clothesline. Alicia brings in Tamina for a
nice clothesline to take Brie down as the heels take over. Off to AJ for
a modified dragon sleeper followed by a guillotine choke. Brie fights out
and makes the hot tag off to Natalya who cleans house. AJ comes back with
a quick rollup for two as everything breaks down. Natalya grabs a quick



Sharpshooter for the submission from AJ at 3:37.

Rating: D+. I guess we’ve moved past the Bellas and onto Natalya now.
This is probably going to be the season finale when someone takes the
title from AJ because we need to make sure book the wrestling show around
a reality show. That being said, I’d take Natalya any day over one of the
Bellas.

The Raw ReBound covers the end of the show with Orton’s celebration and
Big Show knocking Randy out cold.

We get part of a sitdown interview with HHH where Cole reads from David
Otunga’s opinion of Big Show’s lawsuit. HHH gets tired of hearing about
it and bans Big Show from the WWE for life. This would be more
interesting if Cole hadn’t told us this earlier.

John Cena/Goldust/Cody Rhodes vs. Real Americans/Damien Sandow

Swagger and Cesaro running to the ring like they’re on a battlefield is
great stuff. Cody and Cesaro get us going with Rhodes taking over off a
shoulder block. Off to Goldust with an elbow drop before it’s quickly
back to Cody for a jumping knee to the face. That gets two as well and
everything breaks down. We take a break and come back with Sandow working
on Cena’s arm before handing it off to Cesaro for the same.

John hurricanranas his way out of what looked like a powerbomb, allowing
for the tag off to Goldust. Swagger gets caught by clotheslines and
something resembling Stratusfaction before being backdropped out to the
floor. Back in and Jack hits a shoulder to the knee and Goldust is in
trouble. Cesaro comes in and pounds away before sending Goldie to the
floor for a clothesline by Swagger. Off to Sandow for some knees to the
chest and a near fall. Back to Swagger for a front facelock as the fans
get behind the gold one.



There’s a hard clothesline to take Goldust down and it’s back to Cesaro
for a reverse chinlock. A gutwrench suplex gets two for Antonio and it’s
back to Swagger as we take another break. Back with Cesaro getting two on
Goldust via a suplex and we’re back to another chinlock. Goldust fights
up and drives into the corner for the tag to Cena but the referee didn’t
see it. I love that spot.

The Real Americans do their Vader Bomb into the double stomp spot for
another two count. Goldust finally comes back with a quick DDT to Cesaro
but Damien breaks up the hot tag attempt. Sandow’s chinlock is broken up
and Goldust heads to the corner for a jumping back elbow which mostly
misses. The drop to the knees and uppercut staggers Sandow but he still
knocks Cody and Cena to the floor. A powerslam puts Damien down again and
NOW we get the hot tag to Rhodes.

Cody comes in with a springboard dropkick to Sandow followed by the
moonsault press (he’s gotten much better at that move) for two. Damien
counters Cross Rhodes and makes a tag to Cesaro but there Cross Rhodes
takes Sandow out anyway. The distraction lets Antonio come in for a 31
second Cesaro Swing to Rhodes for two. During the Swing Cena speared
Swagger on the floor so there’s no one for Cesaro to tag.

The second hot tag brings in Cena who initiates his finishing sequence on
Cesaro but the AA is countered into the gutwrench suplex. Cesaro loads up
the Swing on Cena but Cena counters into an STF attempt. Antonio rolls
through and hits Swiss Death, only to have Cody score with a Disaster
Kick to the European. Sandow hits You’re Welcome on Cody but gets
bulldogged down by Goldust. Swagger gets the tag and suplexes Goldust
down before putting Cena in the Patriot Lock. Cena rolls out and hits a
quick AA for the pin at 16:58 shown of 23:58.

Rating: A-. If you’re looking for an old school tag team formula match
with a hot ending, go find this match immediately. Awesome stuff here
with everyone looking good and a great heat segment on Goldust. If
there’s anyone out there that can make someone look like a million bucks



better than Cena, I’d love to see them, as he gave Sandow his best match
ever and now made the Real Americans look competent. Great main event.

Overall Rating: B. Not a lot happened here but after Monday there wasn’t
much left to do tonight. This show is reminiscent of some old In Your
House shows: nothing special for the first parts but them an awesome main
event takes up the last fourth of the show to save most of it. The
opening tag match was decent enough and the other tags weren’t that bad
so overall this was good stuff.

Results

Usos b. Shield – Rollup to Ambrose

Wyatt Family b. Prime Time Players – Discus lariat to O’Neil

Bella Twins/Natalya b. AJ Lee/Tamina Snuka/Alicia Fox – Sharpshooter to
Lee

Goldust/John Cena/Cody Rhodes b. Real Americans/Damien Sandow – AA to
Swagger

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

On This Day: October 31, 2011
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–  Monday  Night  Raw:  The
Greatest Raw Of All Time
Monday  Night Raw
Date: October 31, 2011
Location: Philips Arena, Atlanta, Georgia
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler
Guest Stars; The Muppets

I’m not going to lie: I’m a diehard Muppets fan. I’m going to
absolutely lose it when they come out and I don’t care who
knows about it. As for the show, I really don’t care as it’s
going to pale in comparison to all of the stuff with them.
Henry vs. Punk is happening tonight and if Punk wins, he gets
the shot at Del Rio in New York. Let’s get to it.

We open with Rock on satellite from earlier today. This is his
response to Cena’s request for Rock to be his tag partner.
Rock  is  pretty  calm  here.  He  says  they  both  represent  a
generation and Rock (with some gray in his beard) says no. Why
would he join up with the Fruit Loop Troop when Cena has been
going after Rock for years?

However, the people started talking about how Rock had to do
this. With that, he listened to the people and in that sense,
Cena’s wish is coming true and at Survivor Series they’ll be a
team for one night only. Also though, Rock is doing this so
that Cena can witness what is waiting for him at Wrestlemania.
The match is on.

Cena vs. Miz later.

CM Punk vs. Mark Henry

We get some exclusive footage from Vengeance, which is just
the ring collapsing. They showed this on Smackdown ads last
week but it’s called “never before seen”. So they don’t even
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watch Raw anymore? Before the match starts here’s Johnny Ace
who says that if Punk can beat Henry he gets the shot at Del
Rio. They probably needed to tell the live crowd that.

Punk tries to fight down the monster but gets caught in a
powerslam for two. Punk sends him into the corner and hits a
slingshot clothesline and the Macho Elbow for two. Alberto and
Ricardo come down with Alberto giving Ricardo some specific
instructions. Ricardo comes in and attacks Henry who shoves
him off. That isn’t a DQ so Ricardo comes in with a shoe and
that’s enough for the DQ at 2:35. That fits in the story so I
can’t complain here.

Punk beats on Ricardo a bit and throws him in for the Slam.

THE MUPPETS ARE NEXT!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

In two weeks, it’s the return of Rock to Raw. What is this,
his third return special in 9 months?

HERE  THEY  ARE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  It’s
Kermit and Miss Piggy and I can’t stop smiling. They come up
from behind a stage and are kind of cheered. Piggy calls
herself  the  original  Diva  and  that  brings  out  Vickie  and
Dolph. Swagger says it ain’t easy being a plate of frog legs
and a ham sandwich. Kermit tries to play peacemaker and says
they don’t want trouble from Swagger and his mother. Piggy and
Vickie get into a shoving match and here’s Santino to a pop.
He announces himself vs. Swagger later but Swagger closes
Kermit’s mouth for him. Kermit faints from a lack of air.
Santino says there will be no Dolph in Jack’s corner tonight
because he has to face Ryder. Kermit and Piggy say WOO WOO WOO
You Know It.

Here’s Kelly for no apparent reason in….some kind of costume.
She has a cowboy had and a sword. Kelly kisses Kermit and
Piggy is MAD. There’s a Divas costume battle royal next.

Battle Royal



They’re all in costumes and I’m not going to list off what
they’re all in. Eve is Robin, the Bellas rule all as Mario and
Luigi. AJ is a chick from Mortal Kombat. The match of course
is  junk  as  are  most  battle  royals.  Natalya  is  in  there
as….some kind of queen I guess. Kaitlyn is Dog the Bounty
Hunter and is out.

We’re down to Nattie, Kelly, the Bellas and Eve. Eve beats up
both Bellas and Alicia is in this still too. There go the
twins after a Stinkface from Kelly. Natalya tries a cover out
of instinct which Beth got on Eve for earlier. There goes
Alicia as well as Kelly, but Eve dumps Nattie for the win at
2:45. She’s #1 contender now.

The good chicks stand down the evil ones and the bad ones
leave.

OFF TO MUPPET LABS!!! Bunsen Honeydew has a potion for Santino
and sends Beaker after him. Beaky runs into Christian instead
and the Canadian steals the potion, pouring it out. Sheamus
pops up behind Beaker who now has his head stuck inside his
shirt. Christian leaves and Sheamus fixes Beaker. Beaker talks
to Sheamus…..who says he can’t make the family reunion, but
tell Aunt Teresa he says high. Sheamus fixes Beaker’s hair to
look like his.

Air Boom vs. Cody Rhodes/Wade Barrett

The bell rings after a break. Bourne vs. Rhodes starts us off
but it’s off to Kofi about ten seconds in. Kofi hits kind of a
spinning pendulum kick in the corner but gets taken down by
Rhodes kicking the rope on a springboard. Off to Barrett (in
dark gray instead of black) who hits a Bossman Slam and then a
chinlock. Barrett actually throws some punches and it’s back
to Kofi. Kofi is beaten on for a bit until it’s a hot tag to
Bourne. He speeds things way up and counters Wasteland into a
DDT for two. Everything breaks down and Kofi is sent to the
floor. Bourne gets caught in Wasteland and we’re done at 5:22.



Rating: C-. I don’t get that at all. What is the point in
having the champions lose clean again to a thrown together
heel combination? The match wasn’t horrible, but why did they
need to lose twice like that? I don’t understand at all and
it’s book like this that makes the tag division and champions
in general look weak.

Post match Christian comes out for some reason to help beat
down Kofi but Sheamus makes the save and kicks Cody’s head
off.

STATLER AND WALDORF ARE IN THE BALCONY!!!! Statler does the
WHAT chant to annoy Waldorf.

Punk comes in to see Ace, who he makes fun of. Ace says Punk
can have the title match, if he can convince Alberto to give
him one.

Brodus Clay is here next week.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Big Show

Show pounds away in the corner and Del Rio is in trouble early
on. It’s domination for the first few minutes with Del Rio
only managing a few kicks to the legs. Show misses a charge
but hits a clothesline to keep his momentum. Alberto grabs a
sleeper which shifts into a chinlock. Show breaks it up and we
head to the floor where Show pounds away on him. The bald one
misses a charge into the barricade and Del Rio misses an
enziguri which is sold anyway.

Alberto hooks a front facelock back in the ring but Show
throws him off with relative ease. Both guys are down now. For
some reason, Del Rio wants to slug it out with Show as they’re
on their knees. Somehow Show is knocked down for two but he
easily shoves out of it. Shoe sends him to the floor again and
we take a break. Back with Del Rio working on the leg as this
is needing to end soon. Speaking of that, Del Rio is sent to
the floor and when he comes back in, he walks into the punch



for the pin clean at 14:00. Another champion loses.

Rating: C-. The psychology was there for the most part but
parts of this were way boring. Show is a guy you have to
wrestle a certain way which I think Alberto did here for the
most part. Not a bad match, but it needed to have about three
and a half minutes cut out of it for the match to work.

Post match here’s Punk while Del Rio is still out cold. He
pours water on Del Rio to take him up. Punk wants a clean
answer and says before he gets that answer, Punk is going to
put on the Anaconda Vice. There’s the hold and Del Rio agrees
to the match. His mic goes out again but Punk shouts into the
other one that HE SAID YES.

FOZZIE AND GONZO ARE IN THE BACK!!! They talk about how big
the guys are and Gonzo says he could be a champion if he
tried. Team Vickie comes up and pulls Gonzo’s arms through his
shirt to tie him up, saying stay out of Ziggler’s match later.
Gonzo is cool with it and Fozzie isn’t sure what to say.

Muppet Movie promo. Oh yes.

Animal is the guest time keeper for the next match. He’s as
crazy looking as ever.

Jack Swagger vs. Santino Marella

Swagger beats him down quickly and does pushups on Santino’s
back. The fans want Ryder. Swagger grabs the ankle lock but
Santino rolls through it. Here’s Beaker with the energy drink
to give to Santino. He winds up spitting it into Swagger’s
face for the rollup pin at 2:37. Harmless fun.

Zack Ryder vs. Dolph Ziggler

This is non-title. Basic start with a missile dropkick missing
and we head to the floor. Dolph is put down and we take a
break. Back with Ziggler in control, working on the neck. A
neckbreaker puts Ryder down and Dolph nips up. Ryder catches



him in a slingshot and they slug it out. A flapjack puts
Ziggler down and here’s the Broski Boot for two.

Ryder gets a double knee to Ziggler’s chest in the corner for
the pin but Ziggler’s foot was on the rope. The bell rings but
it gets waved off due to the feet. Zack chases him around the
ring but Vickie interferes. A superkick puts Ryder down but he
avoids the Zig Zag. The Rough Ryder pins Ziggler clean at
8:54.

Rating: C. Do they know if they want Ryder or Ryan to take the
title off Ziggler yet? It’s really unclear at times but maybe
that’s the point. You do have to give them credit for giving
Ryder a push due to his crowd reactions lately. Not a horrible
match, but they need to either have him win the title or move
him on to something else.

We recap HHH/Nash from last week. It’s 10:47 and we have Miz
vs. Cena and Cole’s Challenge to go. Doesn’t Nash have a
contract already? Why would he need another one? HHH will be
out five weeks and Nash has been re-signed.

Cole gets on the announce table and says Ross isn’t here
tonight due to something regarding his bowels. Yeah yeah here
we go again. Adult diaper jokes are made and the Challenge is
moved to next week due to having too much on the show I guess.

Statler and Waldorf make fun of Cole but the laugh isn’t quite
right.

Miss Piggy is rubbing Morrison’s abs and Morrison isn’t sure
what to make of this. She hits on him but Morrison says he has
a friend for her. It’s Horny, who now has a Piggy tattoo on
his ankle. He kisses her but gets karate chopped for his
efforts. Kermit comes up and Horny is in love. Cody comes in
and bags Kermit. SOMEBODY SHOOT THAT MAN!!!

So yeah, no Cole vs. Ross tonight despite it being pushed
harder than anything most of the week.



John Cena vs. The Miz

Statler and Waldorf make fun of Miz a bit. This has easily
been the weakest part of the Muppet part of the show. We go to
a break before the bell….at 10:55. The bell rings after 11pm
so this is going to be short. Totally basic match so far and
we’re over five minutes into it. There’s just nothing to say
because they’re flying through it for the sake of time. Miz
hits some of his basic stuff until Cena fires back with a big
running clothesline which gets two. Cena hits a superplex for
two and we head to the floor. A guy in a Scream mask hits Cena
and back in the ring….it means nothing as the STF ends this at
9:00.

Rating: C-. Hard to fault them here because they had to rush
things and the match didn’t mean much at all. Cena is always
good for a quick one though, even though this would have fit
better at a house show more than on Raw. For a main event
though, especially for a fun show like this, I can’t fault it
much.

Post match the Scream guy comes in again and takes an AA. It’s
Truth.

Overall Rating: B. Ok now that’s likely high because of the
Muppet involvement but they’re my reviews so who cares? The
Muppets fall squarely under the category of “if you don’t like
this at least a tiny bit, you have no soul.” This was designed
to be a fun show and that’s exactly what it was. Rock/Cena was
officially set up, the traditional Survivor Series match was
planned and that’s all that needed to happen. The Muppets were
fun and that’s all there is to this show.

Results
Mark Henry b. CM Punk via DQ when Ricardo Rodriguez interfered
Eve Torres won a battle royal last eliminating Natalya
Wade Barrett/Cody Rhodes b. Air Boom – Wasteland to Bourne
Big Show b. Alberto Del Rio – WMD



Santino Marella b. Jack Swagger – Rollup
Zack Ryder b. Dolph Ziggler – Rough Ryder
John Cena b. The Miz – STF

 

Remember to like me on Facebook at:

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/kbwrestlingreviewscom/1179302949
74885?sk=wall

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Smackdown – October 25, 2013:
The Main Event Needs Five
Smackdown
Date:  October 25, 2013
Location: Birmingham-Jefferson Civic Center, Birmingham, Alabama
Commentators: John Bradshaw Layfield, Michael Cole

We’re finally at the last show before the Cell PPV which technically has
been built up for about two months now, depending on how you look at it.
The main story coming out of Monday is that Big Show is indeed still
around despite being in a bunch of lawsuits both for and against him
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which is riveting television if I’ve ever heard of it. This company is in
desperate need of a new top story but I wouldn’t look for that to change
anytime soon. Let’s get to it.

The opening video recaps the HHH/Big Show stuff from Raw including the
Bryan vs. Orton contract signing.

We open with Cole in the ring for a sitdown interview with HHH. Hasn’t he
had two or three of these already recently? Cole asks HHH about Big
Show’s actions on Monday which HHH say caused six technical employees to
be fired. There’s yet another lawsuit against Big Show on charges not
important enough to specify so HHH can’t comment. Big Show is however
fired, period. Cole asks about Big Show showing up either Sunday or
tonight but HHH says he can’t comment.

Cole gives up on the point and asks about Cena vs. Del Rio with HHH
saying he can’t wait for Cena’s return. He knows what it’s like to come
back from a devastating injury and he can’t wait to see Cena come back.
That’s enough Cena talk so Cole asks about the other world title, drawing
a YES chant. When asked about the Shawn Michaels element, HHH says he’s
thrilled because Shawn is indeed his friend and will make sure the job
gets done. Shawn will do the right thing at the end of the day so HHH
isn’t worried. Cole asks what the right thing is but here’s Bryan before
he can answer.

Cole heads to the floor as Bryan asks HHH the same question: what is the
right thing? Bryan thinks it’s to let himself and Orton settle everything
once and for all. You lock both of them in the Cell and no one gets out
until there’s a winner. Bryan says Shawn may be HHH’s best friend but
he’s also his own man, so he’ll do what’s best for business. When
everything is fair and even, Bryan is going to prove HHH wrong. A loud
YES chant takes us out.

Usos vs. Wyatt Family



Miz is on commentary. We get the full Siva Tao from the Usos which as
usual gets a huge response. Miz sums up Bray’s look quite well: “He looks
like Charles Manson fell asleep at a Jimmy Buffet concert.” Jimmy avoids
a shot from the back by Harper but gets run over by Rowan just after the
bell. A big boot from Harper puts him down as well and a Michinoku Driver
of all things gets two.

Jimmy crawls over to make the tag to Jey and Harper is immediately caught
in a Samoan drop. Everything breaks down and the Family is sent to the
floor so Jimmy can hit a suicide dive but Harper breaks up Jey’s with a
forearm. Bray and Miz both stand up with Miz decking Wyatt in the face.
Rowan chases Miz to the back, allowing the Usos to hit a double superkick
to Harper for the pin at 2:35.

AJ Lee vs. Nikki Bella

I believe this is Nikki’s first singles match back since her leg injury.
AJ bails to the floor to start to hide behind Tamina. The not so bright
Nikki goes after her and gets her neck snapped across the top rope. A
neckbreaker puts Nikki down for two and we’re already in the chinlock.
Nikki fights up with some clotheslines as Tamina throws Brie into the
steps. The distraction lets AJ hook the Black Widow for the submission at
2:31.

We see Cena vs. Alberto Del Rio as per WWE ’14.

Here’s the Cena career retrospective from Raw. Based on these videos, you
would think Cena had been gone for about two years instead of nine weeks.

We go to the back where Bray Wyatt wants us to follow him. He steps aside
and shows us a chained up and unconscious Miz with the sheep mask on his
face and the word “liar” written on his chest. This is the kind of creepy
stuff they need to get back to with the Wyatts.



3MB vs. Los Matadores

In case the first four or five times didn’t fulfill your needs for this
pairing. During the entrances we see the HILARIOUS goring of Zeb Colter
again. I know it’s hilarious because Cole tells us that it is over and
over. Before the match the Real Americans come out to watch. Mahal is the
one on the floor this time.

McIntyre jumps Diego to start before it’s quickly off to Slater who gets
two off a knee lift. A double slingshot suplex gets two more on Diego and
we hit the armbar from Drew. Diego fights up and makes the tag off to
Fernando who cleans house and tags in Diego for a downward spiral/bulldog
combo for the pin on Drew at 2:06.

Post match Mahal gets gored and taken down by a top rope Asai moonsault.
Colter says he didn’t lay face down in Cambodia so deviant men can kidnap
a small person and force him into a bull costume. Apparently there’s a
tag match on Sunday.

Ryback/Paul Heyman vs. CM Skunk

You read the name right. This is No DQ as a preview for Sunday. Heyman
says this will be a demonstration of the teamwork you’ll see inside the
Cell on Sunday. Skunk comes out to Punk’s music and in a black hoodie but
the fans quickly catch on to the joke. He has a skunk stripe painted into
his hair. Ryback destroys him with the ease you would expect and hits two
powerbombs in a row. Heyman pulls a kendo stick out from under the ring
and hits about twenty shots to Skunk’s back. Shell Shock ends Skunk with
Heyman getting the pin at 2:42.

Heyman says that Skunk may have been a parody, but the same thing is
going to happen on Sunday. Punk’s face will be raked across the Cell and
he’ll be beaten badly enough that Heyman can get the pin again.



Vickie thinks CM Skunk is hilarious and spells out the joke for us by
telling us that it sounds like CM Punk. Langston comes in and says he’s
ready for the main event since Miz is out. Vickie doesn’t think so but
Langston says he didn’t realize he was talking to Brad Maddox. That’s
enough to get him Miz’s spot in the eight man tag tonight.

Here’s Alberto Del Rio for his final speech before facing Cena on Sunday.
People have been telling him he’s crazy but people have been building
monuments to him in Mexico. Babies are being named after him because he’s
so amazing. On the other hand you have Americans who only have John Cena
to cheer for. Alberto promises to put Cena in the cross armbreaker and
never let it go no matter what the fans think of him.

R-Truth shills merchandise again but Santino comes in to try his luck.
The (up to) 20% off sale is still on WWE.com if you enter the promo code
COBRA.

Great Khali vs. Fandango

Fandango chops away to start and is immediately thrown down. Khali hits
his big overhand chop in the corner but Fandango hits a jumping enziguri
to put Khali down in the corner. The announcers are talking about Big
Show and JBL references Copernicus just like he did on NXT, saying the
world clearly revolves around Big Show instead of the sun. Summer Rae and
Natalya get in a fight on the floor which stumbles into the ring for the
DQ at 1:45. Can we get a match longer than three minutes tonight?

Randy Orton/Shield vs. Daniel Bryan/Big E. Langston/Goldust/Cody Rhodes

That’s quite the main event. Cody and Dean get things going with Rhodes
taking the US Champion into the good corner for a tag off to Goldust.
Goldie sends Ambrose out to the floor and we take an early break. Back
with Rollins chopping away at Langston, only to be taken down with a
belly to belly suplex. Cody comes back in and gets two off a sunset flip
out of the corner, only to have Seth send him face first into the middle



turnbuckle.

The fast Shield tags begin with Reigns coming in to chop away, only to
have Cody pull him over to the corner for a tag off to Bryan. Daniel
takes Roman down by the leg and does the double knee stomp out of the
surfboard. Off to Langston for some shoulders in the corner and a tag off
to Goldust. Reigns misses a charge into the corner and Goldust gets two
off a top rope spinning cross body. The fans aren’t exactly thrilled with
the match so far.

Back to Cody who gets taken into the Shield corner for a pounding from
Ambrose and an eye rake across the top rope. Orton gets his first tag and
pounds away on his former Legacy teammate, only to have Cody come back
with a clothesline for two. A suplex gets the same and it’s back to
Goldust for a few seconds before Cody comes in again and slugs on Randy
some more. Randy comes back by dropping Cody ribs first over the top rope
and makes the tag off to Ambrose.

Dean takes Cody to the outside and rams him into the barricade. It’s
quickly back to Orton who misses a knee drop but catches Cody in the
backbreaker out of the corner for two. We take another break and come
back with Reigns slamming Cody down for two. Back to Rollins who grabs
Cody’s leg to break up a hot tag attempt. Dean runs into a boot in the
corner but he makes a blind tag to Seth, only to have Cody catch him
diving off the top. The hot tag brings in Goldust to wake up the crowd
and he backdrops Rollins down with ease.

Reigns makes another blind tag and takes Goldust down with a clothesline.
Shield takes over on Goldust in the corner with the rapid tags
continuing. Orton comes back in to stomp Goldie down into the corner
before Reigns and Rollins come in within about 8 seconds of each other.
Goldust comes back with a double bulldog and there’s the hot tag to
Bryan. Daniel cleans house and sends Rollins to the outside. Reigns gets
the same treatment, leaving Daniel alone with Dean.



Bryan backflips over Ambrose in the corner but instead of clotheslining
Dean down it’s the FLYING GOAT to take out Orton. The missile dropkicks
takes Dean down and here come the YES kicks. Reigns breaks up the YES
Lock but Langston runs Roman over. Rollins escapes the Big Ending but a
Disaster Kick takes Seth to the floor. Cody dives off the top to take out
Rollins and Reigns but Bryan misses the running dropkick in the corner.
Back to Orton for the Elevated DDT but Langston distracts him, allowing
Bryan to hit the running knee for the pin at 15:58 shown of 22:58.

Rating: B. Nice main event here which got the time it needed to build up.
Bryan pinning Orton to end things probably isn’t a good sign leading into
the PPV but at this point I’ll take anything to get us to a new main
event program. Everyone looked good here and I like the idea of Langston
in the main event scene.

Celebrating ends the show.

Overall Rating: C. This is a tricky one to rate. The main event is solid
and takes up about ¼ of the show, but the rest of it was pure filler the
entire way through. I did like the Wyatts kidnapping and labeling Miz for
lack of a better term. There’s potential in those guys and a win over a
former world champion isn’t going to hurt Bray at all. The show went by
quickly which is a good idea and the whole thing did a decent enough job
of building up the PPV on Sunday. Not bad here but nothing really worth
seeing, other than maybe the main event if you’re bored.

Results

Usos b. Wyatt Family – Double superkick to Harper

AJ Lee b. Nikki Bella – Black Widow

Los Matadores b. 3MB – Downward spiral/bulldog combination to McIntyre

Paul Heyman/Ryback b. CM Skunk – Heyman pinned Skunk after a Shell Shock
from Ryback



Fandango vs. Great Khali went to a no contest when Natalya and Summer Rae
interfered

Daniel Bryan/Goldust/Cody Rhodes/Big E. Langston b. Randy Orton/Shield –
Running knee to Orton

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Smackdown – October 18, 2013:
Action Over Storytelling
Smackdown
Date:  October 18, 2013
Location: Spring Center, Kansas City, Missouri
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’re practically at a standstill here with the Cell PPV a little over a
week away. Orton is still feuding with Bryan, Big Show is still a
vigilante and no one cares about the Bellas as the new saviors of the
Divas. However Goldust and Cody Rhodes are the new tag team champions
after a great match on Monday night. We need to get to the PPV already to
get us on to anything new. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the main event from Raw with Big Show costing
Shield the titles.
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Theme song.

After the theme song we open with Brad Maddox and Vickie Guerrero in the
ring. Vickie screeches about running a tight ship here on Smackdown and
guarantees that Big Show will not be causing havoc here tonight. There
will be order and discipline and Brad is here to assist her in achieving
those goals. Brad says he’ll be keeping Big Show out of here tonight and
Vickie praises the regime for their guidance. Cue Daniel Bryan who says
he’s glad these two are doing what’s best for business.

What’s best for business though is Bryan beating Randy Orton inside the
Cell with guest referee Shawn Michaels. As for tonight however, there’s a
rumor that a 7’0 monster has gotten through security and here he is.
Actually it’s just Big Show’s music and there is no giant. Bryan says
he’s just messing with the two of them, drawing a laugh from the crowd.
Big Show isn’t here yet but Cody Rhodes and Goldust are. Vickie yells
about wanting discipline and makes Bryan/Cody/Goldust vs. Shield for
tonight before cackling a lot.

Wyatt Family vs. The Miz/Kofi Kingston

Miz jumps Rowan to start and hits a quick corner clothesline to knock him
into the corner. Off to Kofi to attack the arm before Harper comes in and
sends Kingston into the corner. A quick cross body gets two on Luke but
he dives into a big boot for two. Back to Rowan for a slam before Harper
comes in for a chinlock. Kofi avoids a charge in the corner and goes to
tag Miz, only to have Erick pull him off the apron. Harper sneaks in and
takes Kofi’s head off with the discus lariat for the pin at 4:05.

Rating: D+. No time to go anywhere here but it furthers the Miz vs. Wyatt
feud. With Bray on the shelf we’re going to have to build it up on promos
but luckily that’s where Bray shines more than anything else. Kofi was
his usual jobbing self here but he never loses any popularity. It’s also
good to see the Wyatts get a win to make up for their loss last week.



Post match the Wyatts circle Kofi but Bray calls them off. It’s ok that
Miz is afraid because Bray is the hammer that everyone fears. Miz should
enjoy his world as long as he can because the Wyatts are going to take it
all away.

Brie Bella vs. AJ Lee

Brie has a banged up shoulder. AJ immediately bails to the floor a few
times but Tamina blocks Brie from going after her. Tamina finally moves
and Brie gets in a right hand before sending it back inside. AJ absorbs
everything Brie throws at her and snaps the bad arm over the top rope to
take over. Off to an armbar as Brie screams a lot. Brie’s arm is wrapped
around the middle rope and it’s already back to another armbar. The twin
comes back with an elbow in the corner and a middle rope missile dropkick
for two. Nikki throws Tamina into the steps, allowing Brie to grab a
TERRIBLE looking Bella Buster for the pin at 3:55.

Rating: D. If this is supposed to make me sympathize with or care about
the Bellas, it’s not quite working. I have a hard time caring about two
beautiful women on a reality show who happen to be sleeping with two of
the three top guys in the company. The whole feud started because AJ said
she was a wrestler and Brie is a reality TV personality but we’re
supposed to like the reality TV star on the wrestling show. Yet WWE is
surprised it’s not working.

Lillian is introducing a match when Big Show comes through the crowd. He
gets in the ring and holds up a ticket given to him by Daniel Bryan. Big
Show thanks the fans for all the support he’s given to him through social
media and it seems the fans want Big Show to get his job back. He holds
up his fist but here are the GM’s (Hanzel and Gretel according to Show)
to try to throw him out. Brad says Show has nothing to lose which Show
says is the worst thing you can say. There’s the KO punch and Show leaves
through the crowd.

CM Punk vs. Big E. Langston



Langston easily breaks Punk’s grip and pounds him down before running
Punk over with a shoulder block. A big knee lift puts Punk down again but
CM fights up and slugs away at Langston before low bridging him out to
the floor. Punk’s slingshot plancha is caught in midair and Punk is
rammed back first into the post as we go to a break. Back with Langston
caught in a half crab but powering out, only to have his hurricanrana
caught in another half crab.

Langston lets him go but a Warrior splash only hits knees. Punk comes
back with the leg lariat to the face but the swinging neckbreaker is
countered. Langston misses a charge into the post and falls out to the
floor, setting up a nice suicide dive from Punk. Back in and a high cross
body gets a close two. The fans are liking this. The top rope elbow gets
another two count but Langston escapes the GTS and runs Punk over.
Warrior Splash gets two but Punk slips out of the Big Ending and it’s
high kick/GTS for the pin at 7:38 shown of 11:08.

Rating: B-. Fun match here with Punk playing a good David to Langston’s
Goliath. I’m a fan of Big E. and it’s annoying to see him fall through
the cracks like he has in the last few months. He’s more than capable of
talking and his look is enough to keep him around for years. Good match
here.

Post match here are Heyman and company to congratulate Punk on his win
over a marginally talented rookie. However Punk has to face a
professional inside the Cell and he wants no part of that man. Punk says
that makes Heyman an idiot rather than the best in the world. There are
two words that Heyman needs to focus on.

The first is Cell, as in what they’re going to be locked inside of. The
second word is Hell, which is what Heyman and Ryback are going to go
through. Heyman quotes AC/DC and threatens to come explain what he means
personally. The Heyman guys head to the ring to beat down Punk but
Langston makes the save. Looks like a face turn which could be
intriguing.



After a break Del Rio is in the ring waving a Mexican flag. Josh
introduces us to the Cena video from Raw. Alberto says that he was waving
that flag because he’s the champion of Mexico. Unlike himself, the people
here have no passion or soul at all. John Cena is the ultimate gringo
representing these people and Del Rio can’t stand him.

Who does Cena think he is by coming back and being handed a world title
shot? Cena has only been gone two months but his ego keeps growing day by
day. After he loses to Del Rio, he’ll be just like all these people: a
nobody. Josh gets put in the armbreaker as an example of what’s happening
at the PPV.

We recap Big Show knocking out Maddox. Brad sold the heck out of that
punch.

Real Americans vs. Usos

Colter is on commentary. Cesaro gets elbowed down by Jimmy to start as
Colter rants about Los Matadores. Off to Swagger to run over Jimmy in the
corner and Colter is blaming the government shutdown for the arrival of
Los Matadores. Cesaro does a remarkable 27 rotation giant swing to Jimmy
to one of the biggest reactions of the night.

Back to Swagger for some stomping and a double chickenwing. Colter wants
to know what kind of people kidnap a little person and make them dress
like a bull. Maybe they owe child support and have been passing bad
checks. Cue Los Matadores so Torito can gore Colter a few times. Jey
comes back with a NASTY looking superkick to set up the Superfly Splash
on Swagger for the pin at 5:45.

Rating: D. This was a squash with a screwy ending. It’s very annoying to
see Cesaro get more and more over because of a great display of physical
strength, only to be used to put over a worthless tag team like Los
Matadores. The Usos need to get the tag titles eventually and there’s a
chance they can take them from the Rhodes Brothers, perhaps in a three



way match.

Swagger gets beaten up post match.

Raw ReBound shows Shawn and Orton’s showdown.

Shield vs. Daniel Bryan/Cody Rhodes/Goldust

Orton comes out after Bryan and says that Bryan can’t beat him and that
he’s in way over his head. Goldust and Reigns get things going with the
power man taking Goldie into the corner and the fast Shield tags start.
Rollins stomps Goldust down and it’s quickly back to Roman who gets
caught in a Russian legsweep. A kick to the side of Roman’s head is good
for two and it’s off to Cody for a springboard missile dropkick.

Rhodes gets caught in the wrong corner as well with Roman sending him
into the post as we go to a break. Back with Ambrose raking Cody’s eyes
on the top rope before it’s back to Rollins for a modified chinlock.
Reigns comes back in for a splash and a chinlock of his own before
elbowing Cody down for two. Back to Rollins for some kicks to the back
before Roman comes in again for a standing chinlock. There’s a distinct
lack of Ambrose int his match so far.

Cody sidesteps a charging Roman and sends him out to the floor. Back in
and a dropkick puts Roman down again but Rollins dropkicks Goldust off
the apron. Seth gets kneed in the face for his troubles and it’s a double
tag off to Ambrose vs. Bryan. Daniel responds to the YES chants and hits
all his favorites including the moonsault out of the corner, the corner
dropkick and the kick to the head. Everything breaks down and a Disaster
Kick drops Rollins.

Ambrose and Bryan hit double clotheslines but Reigns’ spear hits the
steps instead of Goldust. A running knee to Dean’s ribs puts him down but
Bryan can’t launch the headbutt. Dean gets two off a butterfly superplex



as Cody makes a save. Cody loads up a sunset flip from the apron but
Rollins counters into a powerbomb throw onto Goldust onto the announce
table. Back in and Bryan almost gets the YES Lock but has to go after
Rollins. The FLYING GOAT takes out Seth and Dean and the running knee is
enough to pin Ambrose at 9:48 shown of 13:18.

Rating: B. This took time to get going but the last five minutes or so
were such complete insanity that it’s hard not to love. They kind of
booked themselves into a corner here though as you can’t have the tag
champions lose four days after getting the belts and you can’t have Bryan
lose this close to a world title match so Shield had to go down. Still
though, fun stuff.

Overall Rating: B-. This is what Smackdown needs to be: focused more on
action than the storytelling. The main event as well as Punk vs. Langston
were good matches and the rest of the matches other than the Divas
weren’t terrible. I liked this so much better than Raw as we didn’t waste
time on recapping everything and actually did stuff. Nice show tonight.

Results

Wyatt Family b. Kofi Kingston/The Miz – Discus lariat to Kingston

Brie Bella b. AJ Lee – Bella Buster

CM Punk b. Big E. Langston – GTS

Usos b. Real Americans – Superfly Splash to Swagger

Daniel Bryan/Cody Rhodes/Goldust b. Shield – Running knee to Ambrose

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for



just $4 at:

Monday  Night  Raw  –  October
14, 2013: Built On Emotion
Monday  Night Raw
Date: October 14, 2013
Location: Scottrade Center, St. Louis, Missouri
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, John Bradshaw Layfield

The main story coming out of last week is Big Show knocking out HHH to
end the show but not seeming all that upset at the prospect of losing his
job or his house. Other than that we’re still without a WWE Champion
because having no one hold it for two and a half months is fine. Shawn
Michaels is scheduled for the show tonight so let’s get to it.

We open with Shawn Michaels with something to say. He thanks for everyone
that voted for him last week to be the guest referee. It’s nice that not
everyone forgot about old H-B-Shizzle (again his words, not mine). He’s
made it well known that he has a history with both guys in the title
match since he trained Daniel Bryan and has always liked him but never
liked Randy Orton.

Shawn talks about being in the first HIAC match in this very building and
that it made him glad he’s retired. What happened at Battleground and
Night of Champions was a crock and it will not happen again. Shawn
guarantees us a new WWE Champion which draws out hometown boy Orton.

Randy promises to make this sweet because he has a match up next. Orton
was born and raised right here in St. Louis so he knows the people here
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better than Shawn. They’re not that bright but Orton can see right
through Shawn. As great as Shawn was, Orton is just that much better and
it eats Shawn up inside. Shawn: “Oh snap were you talking? I wasn’t even
listening.”

Orton needs to leave Shawn alone and worry about Bryan, but Orton
promises to hurt Daniel inside the Cell. Randy threatens Shawn if he
tries to screw Orton over but Shawn threatens him with some Sweet Chin
Music. Both guys try their finishers and Orton bails to the floor, only
to be jumped by Miz, his opponent tonight. The match is after the break.

Randy Orton vs. The Miz

Back from a break with Miz firing off knees to the ribs but getting sent
into the corner for a clothesline. Miz comes back with a clothesline of
his own to send Randy to the floor but his baseball slide misses,
allowing Orton to hit yet another clothesline. Miz is sent into the steps
and back inside we get the Orton stomp for two. Off to a chinlock for a
few seconds before Miz is sent over the top and out to the floor.

Randy can’t get the Elevated DDT though as Miz shoves him into the post
before heading back inside. Some shots to the head have Randy in trouble
and there’s the corner clothesline into the top rope ax handle. Orton
rolls out of the Finale but tries the Figure Four….and here are the
Wyatts. The distraction lets Orton snap off an RKO for the pin at 5:20.

Rating: D+. Lesson #1 in how to win a match: NEVER look to the stage. If
there has been a more over used finish in the span of a few months it
eludes me completely. That finish has to be done at least once a year.
Other than that and clothesline abundance aside, this wasn’t too horrible
with Miz having a bit of a fire to him.

Bray says that Miz is everything that he hates about this world. All of
the glitz and glamor and red carpet and all that good stuff. Bray talks
about us being stuck in the spider web of this moment and promises to



take Miz down.

Fandango vs. Santino Marella

Naturally we start with a quick dance off before Fandango takes him down
into a chinlock. A suplex sets up more dancing but Santino avoids
something off the top. A jawbreaker of some sort puts Fandango down and
Santino comes back with the usual. He loads up the Cobra but has to stop
before almost hitting Summer Rae, allowing Fandango to roll him up for
the pin at 2:30.

Paul Heyman asks Brad Maddox for more in the Ryback vs. Punk match. He
says that Punk has made Maddox look ridiculous in this build up and
thinks Punk should be punished. Heyman suggests Punk vs. Ryback/Axel in a
handicap match but Maddox doesn’t think that’s very fair. Brad goes with
a Beat the Clock challenge instead. Tonight it’s Ryback vs. Truth and
Punk vs. Axel with the winner (either Heyman or Punk) getting to pick the
stipulation for the PPV.

NXT wrestler Xavier Woods has started a petition to bring back Big Show.
JBL spends the next fifteen seconds talking over Cole and ranting about
how stupid a name Xavier Woods is and how Big Show should be fired.

Video on John Cena making a comeback.

Los Matadores vs. 3MB

It’s Slater/McIntyre here, in case you didn’t get the idea the first
three times. Diego runs over McIntyre to start and hits a nice flying
headscissors to send him out to the floor. Slater of course chases after
the bull before taking over on Fernando back inside. The Band pounds away
for a bit before allowing the hot tag off to Diego. The double Angle Slam
is enough to take out Slater at 4:03.



Rating: D. I am so over these guys already and they’ve only been here two
weeks. Have they even fought anyone other than 3MB in that span? Oh wait
they beat Los Locales, meaning only four of their five matches have been
with 3MB. I can’t picture these guys lasting much longer.

Post match Mahal takes the double finisher and Torito adds a springboard
seated senton for good measure.

We recap Big Show’s antics last week.

Here are HHH and Stephanie for their big interview of the week. Stephanie
talks about making a mistake but gets cut off by a YOU GOT KNOCKED OUT
chant. She talks about bailing Big Show out one time too many and then he
got fired. This was the last time too because Show is out of a job and
they’re selling his house and pushing criminal charges.

As for HHH, he’s nowhere near as bad as the reports say. HHH is the Game
ad you don’t get those names without earning them. HHH says he’s been the
boss for two years now and did all that for the fans. He’s been trying to
ensure that the WWE is here for years to come and knows what kind of
punishment that brings. He talks about being pushed beyond his breaking
point last week when he got knocked out and a Goat Face stood over him
while the people chanted YES. That brings us to now and HHH is willing to
be the bad guy. He’ll be that guy, but he’s going to do things that we’ve
never seen before.

The fans chant YES even more and here’s Daniel Bryan to answer the call.
Before he can say anything though, Alberto Del Rio jumps him from behind
and knocks Bryan down the ramp. The low superkick keeps Bryan down and
the McMahons make the obvious match of Del Rio vs. Bryan for later
tonight.

Ryback vs. R-Truth



Beat the Clock match here so Truth immed heads to the floor. The chase is
quickly on until Truth gets in some shots back inside. Truth gets a few
near falls but Ryback finally slows him down and gets two off a
clothesline. Ryback gets two off a backbreaker but continues o take his
sweet time. We’re at four and a half minutes now and neither guy seems
interested in finishing this up in a hurry. Truth pounds him down again
and gets two off a missile dropkick. Not that it matters though as Ryback
fights up and Shell Shocks Punk for the pin at 5:44.

Rating: D. This was an angle instead of a match which is fine, but it
doesn’t make the match anything interesting. Odds are Punk wins the other
match and sets the time so that he can get Heyman alone inside the Cell
to finally finish this off, but that might be too simple for the writers
on this show.

Stephanie runs into the Bellas in the back and gives Brie a wedding
present: a match with someone to be named with AJ in the opponent’s
corner.

Video on WWE 2K14.

Tons of Funk vs. Real Americans

Cesaro starts with Brodus and a slam puts Antonio down. Off to Tensai to
run over Cesaro even more and drop an elbow on him for no cover. A nice
monkey flip out of the corner puts Cesaro down but Swagger comes in with
a chop block. We hit the chinlock for a bit on Tensai as the match slows
way down all of a sudden. Tensai is taken to the corner for the Vader
Bomb/double stomp combo for two before we’re right back into the
chinlock.

The Americans takes turns on Tensai’s arm until Cesaro hits a great
looking gutwrench suplex for two. That man is just scary strong. Tensai
finally gets free for the tag off to Brodus but the fans don’t seem all
that impressed. Brodus busts out a t-bone suplex of all things for two on



Cesaro but Swagger makes the save. Cesaro is back in though and it’s the
Neutalizer for the pin on Brodus at 5:30.

Rating: D+. The night of bad matches continue but the Cesaro stuff looked
good for the most part. I have no idea why Swagger has to drag this team
down so much and he’s trippling Cesaro by mere association at this point.
Not much to this one but I’ve seen far worse before.

Post match Cesaro swings Tensai.

Breast cancer still sucks.

Tamina Snuka vs. Brie Bella

Nikki isn’t allowed at ringside but Tamina as AJ with her. Brie is all
aggressive tonight and knocks AJ around before taking it out to the
floor. Tamina gets in a shot to the ribs and takes it back inside for
some shots to the ribs, only to be countered into something like AJ
Styles’ Calf Killer.. Ropes are quickly grabbed and Tamina kicks her in
the ribs to put Brie down again. We hit the chinlock for a bit before
Brie is casually slammed down to the at. Back up and Brie gets up a boot
in the corner and an off missile dropkick puts Tamina down. Brie picks up
a bit but walks into a big boot out of nowhere for the pin at 4:36.

Rating: C-. For a Divas match this actually wasn’t half bad. Brie is
still not a likeable person but she’s getting better in the ring and the
little pink outfits don’t hurt anything either. I’m not sure I get the
point in having her lose clean like this but maybe it means Brie leaves
the title scene.

The beating continues post match with Tamina hitting a Superfly Splash
and AJ hooking the Widow’s Peak.

Bryan goes to yell at Stephanie but she tell him to go look after his



fiance.

Curtis Axel vs. CM Punk

Punk has to win in under 5:44. Punk quickly starts going for falls by
elbowing Axel in the face and going for the cover. Axel comes back with
shots to the head but gets caught by a cross body for two. We have under
3:30 to go and Axel puts on a front facelock. Punk comes back with his
usual including the knee in the corner but the GTS is countered into a
bad looking McGillicutter. Axel starts speeding things up as well, not
seeming to realize that he doesn’t need to beat the clock. Punk gets a
quick rollup for two with thirty seconds left before the high kick and
the GTS connect for the pin at 5:33, meaning Punk gets to pick.

Rating: C+. This worked due to how fast it was but did we really need to
have Punk beat the Intercontinental Champion clean in less than six
minutes? The story had to go this way but there were other ways they
could go to this point. Either way, it sets up the blowoff for the Punk
vs. Heyman feud which probably needs to be wrapped up.

Post match Punk makes it Ryback/Heyman vs. Punk inside the Cell.

Daniel Bryan vs. Alberto Del Rio

Non-title of course. Daniel is aggressive to start but gets caught in a
quick suplex and chinlock less than two minutes into the match. Bryan
suplexes out of it and fires off the kicks, only to get caught in a
Backstabber for two. Del Rio avoids a running dropkick in the corner and
stomps away as we take a break. Back with Bryan missing the headbutt but
almost getting the YES Lock, only to have Del Rio make the ropes. Del Rio
comes back with a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker for two as he’s bleeding from
the lip a bit.

Bryan explodes out of the corner with a clothesline but Del Rio hits a



Codebreaker on the arm for two. A middle rope dropkick gets two for Del
Rio and he avoids a charge, sending Bryan shoulder first into the post.
The corner enziguri misses though and both guys are down. Bryan fires off
the kicks to the chest and the running dropkick in the corner followed by
the top rope hurricanrana for two.

Del Rio is kicked to the floor and hit by the FLYING GOAT. Back inside
and the missile dropkick has Del Rio in trouble but here’s Orton on the
big screen. He apologizes for what happened to Brie earlier but says
he’ll go check on her. Orton goes into the trainer’s room and Brie can be
heard screaming after the door shuts. Bryan gets rolled up for two but
kicks Del Rio in the head and runs to the back for the countout at 16:29.

Rating: C+. The match was ok but this show is so far beyond saving at
this point that it doesn’t matter. At least they didn’t do the same
distraction leads to a pin sequence and they didn’t job the champion
again. This Orton vs. Bryan feud is just not working though and I think
everyone knows it.

Bryan runs into the trainer’s room and gets jumped as you would expect.

HHH and Stephanie make the main event No DQ.

Another video on Cena.

Tag Titles: Shield vs. Goldust/Cody Rhodes

No DQ here. The challengers take over to start and work over Rollins with
Cody getting two off a dropkick. Reigns interferes with an elbow to
Cody’s jaw and the champions take over. Roman stomps Cody down to the
floor for two before bringing Rollins back in for some right hands to the
head. We hit the armbar for a few moments before Cody comes back with an
attempted Alabama Slam out of the corner. Rollins slides down the back
but Cody dives into a tag off to Goldust.



Goldie can’t hit Shattered Dreams but settles for a bulldog out of the
corner for two on Rollins. Seth ducks something like a cross body to send
Goldust to the floor and us to a break. Back with Rollins cranking on the
arm even more as Cody plays cheerleader on the apron. A backslide gets
two for Goldust but Seth clotheslines him back down. Back to Reigns for a
chinlock but Goldust fights up and comes out of the corner with a back
elbow. Rollins breaks up the hot tag but dives into a powerslam to put
both guys down.

Ambrose’s interference doesn’t stop Cody and the younger brother cleans
house. Reigns is sent into the post but Cody only gets two. The moonsault
press gets the same and a Disaster Kick knocks Dean out to the floor. A
springboard missile dropkick puts Rollins down again but Reigns makes the
save. Ambrose comes in to break up Cross Rhodes and the numbers catch up
with the challengers.

They load up the TripleBomb but Goldust comes in with a chair for the
save. He can’t keep Reigns down though and Roman gets the chair. A big
chair shot misses and Goldust scores with a cross body, crushing the
chair against Reigns’ chest. Cody tries a Disaster Kick off the steps but
gets caught in a running powerbomb against the barricade. Goldust hits
atomic drops on the tag champions and a Cactus Clothesline puts Goldust
and Reigns on the floor but here’s Ambrose to jump the painted one.

The fans correctly say that this is awesome right before Reigns DESTROYS
Goldust with a spear through the barricade. That looked AWESOME. Dean
throws Cody and Reigns back into the ring but here’s Big Show through the
crowd. Shield grabs chairs but Show cleans house anyway until only Reigns
is left standing. Cody kicks Roman into the KO punch and Cody gets the
pin and the titles at 19:15.

Rating: A-. Well that helped. This felt like Mankind beating the Rock for
the title back in January of 1999 which is about as high of a compliment
as I can give a match. This is the kind of moment that this story has
been dying for since it started and just like the match at Battleground,



it was built up through emotion and it worked like a charm. Great match.

Overall Rating: D+. This was one of the most boring episodes of Raw I can
remember in a very long time. There are multiple problems to this whole
cycle but first and foremost is that we already got the build up to these
matches when we were getting ready for Battleground. The only changes to
the title picture are that the match is inside the Cell and Brie Bella,
which don’t make up for how uninteresting it is.

On top of that, the three hour issue is rearing its ugly head again. Look
at some of the matches tonight like Santino vs. Fandango and the first
two tag matches. They’re clearly just there to fill in time on the show
and serve absolutely no other purpose. That’s not interesting TV,
especially when the matches aren’t even that good. This was the fourth
time we’ve seen 3MB vs. Los Matadores in two weeks. That’s how lazy the
writing team has gotten, so why should I care about the matches either?
Horribly dull show tonight, though the main event did help things a lot.

Results

Randy Orton b. The Miz – RKO

Fandango b. Santino Marella – Rollup

Los Matadores b. 3MB – Double Angle Slam to Slater

Ryback b. R-Truth – Shell Shock

Real Americans b. Tons of Funk – Neutralizer to Tensai

Tamina Snuka b. Brie Bella – Big Boot

CM Punk b. Curtis Axel – GTS

Alberto Del Rio b. Daniel Bryan via countout

Cody Rhodes/Goldust b. Shield – Cody pinned Reigns after a KO Punch from
Big Show



 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Smackdown – October 11, 2013:
Half The Roster And The Same
Result
Smackdown
Date:  October 11, 2013
Location: Nationwide Arena, Columbus, Ohio
Commentators: Michael Cole, John Bradshaw Layfield

The main story coming into tonight is Big Show being fired by Stephanie
and then knocking out HHH to end Raw. In other words, certainly not the
WWE Title picture. Big Show was way too happy on Raw, meaning there’s
something afoot with him that we don’t know about yet. Other than that we
have a Battleground rematch with Truth challenging Axel for the
Intercontinental Title. Let’s get to it.

The opening video recaps the Big Show/HHH/Stephanie events from Raw.

Here’s Vickie Guerrero to open the show. We get a clip of Del Rio kissing
her on Raw, only to earn him a title defense against Cena at the PPV.
Vickie rants about Big Show knocking out HHH on Monday, saying that he
already compromised the main event at Battleground. Big Show should have
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been fired long ago but now his problems have just begun. His house is
already for sale which is what he deserves.

Del Rio comes out and doesn’t look pleased. He begs Vickie to reconsider
making him defend the title against Cena but the fans seem intrigued by
the idea. Vickie says it’s what’s best for business so Del Rio sucks up
to her a bit and flirts with her for good measure. Vickie says Del Rio
should kiss her and the champion complies both on the cheek and lips, but
she had another place in mind.

This brings out Damien Sandow to call Del Rio a phony. Alberto sees
Vickie as a sex object that he can easily manipulate. Sandow says Vickie
is beautiful but he’s most attracted to her mind. She manipulates her way
through life but Del Rio is out here trying to get out of a match with
Cena that he knows he’ll lose. That’s not befitting of a champion and
when given a chance, Sandow will prove he’s the better man. Vickie makes
Sandow vs. Del Rio for later. Alberto lays Damien out but Sandow fights
back and chases the champion off. Sandow was acting much more neutral
than heelish here but it wasn’t a face turn.

Intercontinental Title: R-Truth vs. Curtis Axel

Axel takes the challenger into the corner to start and fires off chops,
only to have Truth come back with some right hands. A hip toss gets two
on Curtis and he bails to the floor for a chat with Heyman. Back in and
Truth elbows Axel down for two as this is still in first gear. Axel
knocks him out to the floor and we take an early break. Back with Truth
fighting out of an armbar but getting taken down by a clothesline to the
back of the head for two.

We hit the chinlock with Heyman coaching from the floor. Axel whispers
some sweet spots into Truth’s ear before the champion gets sent into the
corner for the break. They very slowly slug it out until Truth speeds
things up with clotheslines. A dropkick puts Axel down for two and a
wheelbarrow slam gets two more. The ax kick gets the same but Curtis



grabs the bottom rope. No heat on the near fall at all there. Truth
thinks he won and the distraction allows Curtis to hit his neckbreaker
faceplant to retain at 6:38 shown of 9:08.

Rating: D. This was a really boring match with neither guy showing much
energy at all. Truth’s biggest strength is his athleticism but he only
had about two flashy moves in the whole match. It never felt like the
title was in jeopardy and you don’t want Curtis Axel carrying your match
for you.

Los Locales vs. Los Matadores

Los Locales are Ricardo Rodriguez and Tyson Kidd under masks. Fernando
starts with Kidd (Locale #1) to give us some decent flipping and diving
spots. A double backdrop puts Kidd down and it’s Diego chopping away in
the corner. Diego headscissors Kidd down and it’s off to Rodriguez and
Fernando with more double teaming by the Matadores. Ricardo makes a blind
tag and Kidd gets in a few cheap shots including a HARD kick to the back
for two. Back to Rodriguez who misses a charge in the corner, allowing
for the tag back to Diego to clean house. Heel miscommunication sets up
the double Angle Slam to pin Ricardo at 3:45.

Rating: D+. I’m already over Los Matadores and I don’t see them getting
any better. They’re a one idea team and those kind of acts rarely last
long. They could benefit from some over the top vignettes but just doing
the same stuff they’re doing now isn’t getting them anywhere.

Torito dives on Ricardo post match.

We get Shawn’s campaign speech to be the guest referee inside the Cell.

Brie Bella/Funkadactyls vs. Natalya/Eva Marie/Kaitlyn

Kaitlyn returns. Brie and Natalya shake hands to start before Natalya



easily takes her down by the leg. Brie counters into an armbar and then a
half crab in some surprisingly nice mat wrestling. Nattie can’t get the
Sharpshooter and it’s off to Eva who gets a quick one off a rollup. A
wristlock drags Brie to the corner and it’s off to Kaitlyn vs. Cameron.
That goes nowhere so here’s Naomi who gets speared down almost
immediately. Everything breaks down and the Rear View takes out Natalya.
Kaitlyn’s rollup on Naomi is countered into another rollup for the pin
for Naomi at 2:53. Above average Divas stuff here actually.

Post match the winners and Nikki dance a lot.

Cody Rhodes and Goldust say they beat the Shield and beat the odds,
thanks to their dad putting himself in harm’s way. Their welcome back to
Smackdown tonight: the Wyatts.

Damien Sandow vs. Alberto Del Rio

Non-title. Sandow takes over to start and quickly stomps Del Rio out to
the floor. Back in and Alberto kicks away for two before hitting a
chinlock less than a minute into the match. Sandow pounds away even more,
sending Alberto to the floor. The champion tries to walk out with the
title but Sandow sends him into the apron and back into the ring. Back in
and Del Rio kicks him down in the corner again for two more before
hitting a top rope ax handle to the back for the same.

Back to the chinlock for a bit before Sandow backdrops Sandow up and over
the corner and out to the floor. Sandow hits a quick suplex for two and
the YOU’RE WELCOME shout gets a face reaction. Alberto comes back with
kicks to the leg and forearms to the back of the head, only to miss a
charge into the post. Sandown hits another clothesline to send Del Rio to
the floor as we take a break.

Back with Del Rio dropkicking Sandown down because all he can do is kick
in this match. Sandow avoids a charge and sends Alberto to the floor,
only to catch Damien with a superkick to take over again. They head back



inside for the Russian legsweep and the Wind-Up legsweep for two. Sandow
lowers the knee pad but misses the knee drop, allowing Alberto to hit the
low superkick for two.

A Codebreaker to the arm puts Sandow down but he counters the armbreaker
into an Edge-O-Matic for two. The Terminus is countered into the
Backstabber for two more but the corner enziguri misses. Sandow’s running
flip neckbreaker gets another near fall but he loses his cool, allowing
Del Rio to kick him in the knee and hook the armbreaker for the
submission at 11:38 shown of 14:38.

Rating: C+. This wasn’t bad but Sandow’s impending face turn needs to see
him actually win a few matches. The fans like what’s there with him but
being a popular loser is only going to carry him so far. As I’ve said
many times, he’s desperately in need of a new finishing move as that
neckbreaker isn’t worth much at all.

The Raw ReBound covers the Big Show saga. Apparently HHH might have a
broken jaw which would have to be wired shut. Big Show may be facing
criminal charges as a result.

Great Khali/Prime Time Players vs. 3MB

Khali shoves Slater around to start before it’s quickly off to Mahal. No
mention is made of them being brothers in law but we do get to hear about
Khali being a snake charmer. Some chops make Mahal scream before it’s off
to Young for a northern lights suplex for two. Cole talks about how 3MB
is on a roll because they won a match on Main Event. JBL: “Barry Horowitz
won a match too once.”

Off to Mahal who kicks Young in the chest for two before it’s time for
some triple teaming. Drew tells Darren to reach for his partners before
stomping down on his fingers in a nice heel move. Darren finally gets in
a shot to the ribs and makes the tag off to Titus. The power man cleans
house and gets two on Mahal via a standing fallaway slam. Everything



breaks down and the big chop from Khali pins Slater at 5:02.

Rating: D. This wasn’t too bad but it felt like a filler match and
nothing more, likely due to a lot of the roster being on the Abu Dhabi
tour. The Players’ push seems to be dead which shouldn’t upset most
people and really isn’t all that big of a loss. 3MB is perfect for this
role as the heels who lose almost all the time but really don’t seem to
mind.

Wyatt Family vs. Cody Rhodes/Goldust

Bray is the odd man out here but cuts a promo on screen before the
entrance, talking about how people call him strange but the water around
him is fine. Harper starts with Goldust and the painted one takes over
with a quick clothesline. Off to Rowan who is still wearing the mask so
Goldust does the deep breath and punches it off his face. Cody comes in
to work on the arm but a hard shoulder block takes him down.

We take a break and come back with Cody sending Harper into the corner
and making the tag off to Goldie. The painted one cleans house and rains
down right hands in the corner on Luke but the bulldog is easily
countered. Off to Rowan for a neck crank as Bray adjusts his hat on the
floor. It’s quickly back to Harper for a headlock before he misses a
dropkick of all things. Luke still manages to break up the hot tag and
pounds away with elbows in the corner to the golden jaw.

Back to Rowan for even more power on a hard whip into the corner. We hit
the bearhug for a bit before Rowan takes him into the corner for some
shots to the head. A charge hits Goldust’s elbow but Erick breaks up
another hot tag attempt. Bray gives a nod to Rowan as if to say it’s time
and there’s a claw hold to Goldust. That goes nowhere since it’s not 1984
anymore but Rowan misses a spinwheel kick, allowing Goldust to bulldog
him down.

There’s the hot tag off to Cody who cleans house with the Disaster Kick



to Harper. Everything breaks down and Cody hits a great dive to the floor
to take out Rowan, only to get kicked in the face by Harper. Back in and
Cody grabs a rollup out of nowhere for the pin at 10:05 shown of 13:05.

Rating: B-. Standard tag team formula here but they worked it very well.
Cody and Goldust are on fire at the moment and I can’t imagine they won’t
get the tag title shot at the PPV. The Wyatts losing is ok since Bray is
the one that matters in the grand scheme of things. Good stuff here.

Overall Rating: C-. The last part of the show was better but the first
hour of this show was about as worthless as you could ask a show to be.
The lack of star power due to the tour hurt this a lot but it wasn’t a
disaster. I like the idea of the Wyatts getting a crack in the main
event, even though it’s probably a one off shot for now. Not a bad show
here but nothing worth going out of your way to see at all.

Results

Curtis Axel b. R-Truth – Neckbreaker faceplant

Los Matadores b. Los Locales – Double Angle Slam to Locale #2

Funkadactyls/Brie Bela b. Kaitlyn/Eva Marie/Natalya – Rollup to Kaitlyn

Alberto Del Rio b. Damien Sandow – Cross Armbreaker

Great Khali/Prime Time Players b. 3MB – Chop to Slater

Cody Rhodes/Goldust b. Wyatt Family – Rollup to Harper

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



On This Day: October 7, 2011
–  Smackdown:  That  Awkward
Moment After A Walkout
Smackdown
Date:  October 7, 2011
Location: Mississippi Coast Coliseum, Biloxi, Mississippi
Commentators: Michael Cole, Josh Matthews, Booker T

This is the first Smackdown after the walk out on Monday so
I’m sure we’ll hear about that non-stop. Henry is still world
champion so we’re probably looking at Henry vs. Orton III at
Vengeance because the Cell is just another match in this feud
that probably ends in last man standing or something like
that. Anyway we’re in that weird period again where we have to
push hard for Vengeance but there is so much from Raw that we
need to take care of that first. Let’s get to it.

We open with a long video about the walk out and all that
jazz. This eats up like four minutes.

Teddy is in his office (and gets a pop) and is on the phone
with HHH. He says he won’t let the Game down. Ryder pops up
and Teddy says that he (Teddy) is in charge tonight. Ryder
wants to know what’s going on with the walk out and Teddy says
it’s none of his business but Raw’s loss is Smackdown’s gain
so he has work to do.

Do you know your enemy? Mine is stupid stories that go totally
in the face of continuity or character development like Beth,
the monster that eliminated Khali from the Rumble a few years
ago saying she was just a girl and could get hurt, for the
sake of drama.
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Big Show is back tonight.

Here’s Vickie to open the show with the disgruntled heels in
the ring behind her. Christian takes credit for the whole
uprising and the fans chant for HHH. Ziggler says it was a
group  effort  and  they  were  the  leaders  of  the  walk  out.
Barrett is with them too. Otunga says they’ve walked out on
HHH and Raw but will be here on Smackdown. Wait….oh never
mind.

Anyway if HHH doesn’t quit Monday, they’re leaving house shows
and PPVs as well as Smackdown. Barrett says HHH should do the
right thing and resign. Cody says he’s part of a united front
and now there is hope for change. However they all couldn’t
have done it without one (unnamed) man. Swagger says show some
respect for Alberto Del Rio. Ok so it was Del Rio’s plan?
Here’s the champ and he says he survived the Cell and is
champion despite HHH. They’re never going back to Raw until
HHH is gone. He’s here tonight to compete.

Cue Teddy who says if these guys keep talking then it’ll be
the audience that walks out. The main event is Cody/Christian
vs. Sheamus/Orton. Alberto is up next though and has a match
against a hand picked opponent (Alberto’s hand that is) and
that would be Sin Cara. I’m assuming they mean the blue one
because heel vs. heel doesn’t happen.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Sin Cara

Del Rio starts off hot to start and Cara is beaten down
quickly with the Mexican hitting a German on the Mexican. It
was so good that we saw it on two different replays. Off to a
chinlock which Booker says is spectacular. Cara goes up and
hits a rana and a tornado DDT as things speed up a bit. Cole
blames Lawler for the walk out which is right in a way. And
that doesn’t matter as the cross armbreaker ends this in 3:18.

Rating: D+. Not sure what the point of this was as Cara was
treated like a total jobber. Don’t get me wrong: he shouldn’t



have had a chance in there and shouldn’t have won or anything
like that, but I would have expected more than three minutes
and change for a guy that had a featured PPV match five days
ago. Del Rio looks dominant though and that’s what this was
for.

Post match Sin Cara Black comes out to beat up Blue. He works
on the arm a lot and hits a Swanton to leave Cara laying.

Cole says he walked out because HHH wasn’t listening to anyone
but himself. Booker says he’s neutral and had to go to the
bathroom. Little too much information there Book.

Air Boom says it’s probably not HHH’s fault but until HHH
steps down, Air Boom won’t be on Raw but they’ll be on the
blue show every week. Kofi says it’s due to chaos, but it
hasn’t been chaotic at all, at least not more than normal.

Air Boom vs. Jack Swagger/Dolph Ziggler

Air  Boom  has  new  music.  I  guess  we’re  doing  the  whole
“challengers get beaten time after time but keep getting shots
and matches until they win once and can declare themselves
better based off that one match” thing. They jump the champs
during their entrance and take over early. It’s a big beating
in the aisle but I think we’re still going to start the match
in a few minutes here.

Bourne takes a Zig Zag on the floor and we take a break. Back
and we actually have a bell to start. Bourne is out cold so
it’s 2-1 with Kofi starting against Swagger. Evan is sitting
up now. Kofi avoids a splash and it’s off to Jack again. Ok
make that Dolph. Team Vickie is beating Kofi up pretty well
here. A double clothesline puts both guys down. Kofi is still
in his t-shirt. Bourne pops up onto the apron and tags himself
in but his neck is messed up. Dolph hits a neckbreaker and the
gutwrench powerbomb ends this at 3:08.

Rating: C. Not bad here although it was short. The idea here



is simple: the heels cheated to win. Why do you need anything
more than that at times? The neckbreaker was smart as it
played to the injury rather than going with some generic move
that doesn’t play to the established injury. Why do so many
guys have issues figuring that out? This was fine.

Beth Phoenix vs. Alicia Fox

Glam Slam, pin, 35 seconds.

Post match Nattie puts Alicia in the leg hold and Alicia
screams as Beth wants tears. This is kind of disturbing. But
can she do that to a chick who is known for spanks and
Stinkfaces  and  has  a  song  about  hollering  in  a  club?
Apparently  not  on  her  own.

Video 9583 on Henry, this one featuring Big Show.

Big  Show  makes  his  return  and  certainly  hasn’t  lost  any
weight. He talks about how good it is to be back and praises
the fans a bit. We get a clip from MITB which was 4 months ago
in WWE time (the show was July 17). Show talks about how he
was humbled by Henry which is an image I didn’t need. He’s
starting to cry. Henry reached into his chest and tore out his
heart. Show couldn’t do little things anymore like putting on
his shoes or going upstairs or playing with his dogs. Dude you
broke your ankle. You didn’t lose your legs.

The fans chant for him and we actually see them chant. The
pain is what fueled the fire in his stomach. He used it to get
better and stronger. Henry is going to get the pain and hurt
back ten times over. Show says Henry is on a roll, but it’s
downhill. At the bottom of that hill is Big Show and all the
pain and anger is being loaded up in his fist. He’s going to
put that fist onto the side of Henry’s head until Show takes
the thing that Henry defines himself by: the World Heavyweight
Championship. He’ll settle for nothing less than a one on one
match and he wants it RIGHT NOW.



Here’s Henry who says that things have changed since Show was
here. The Hall of Pain is getting crowded and now he’s the
World Heavyweight Champion. Henry wants to know who Show has
beaten recently to earn a shot. They keep saying four months.
Can no one in this company ready a calendar or count to three?
Henry says he’ll let Show know about when and if Show gets a
title shot. Show says Henry has until the end of the night or
he’ll break Henry’s ankle and put him through the table. I
liked Show here as he kept things simple.

Orton says he doesn’t want to beg for one more match and if he
has to go through the entire roster, he’ll do it. As for the
walk out, if he had a problem with HHH he’d go take care of it
in person. He doesn’t play well with others so Sheamus will
have to see how things go tonight in the main event. This was
said with a non-evil smile.

Brodus Clay is still coming. As long as he doesn’t run into
Johnny Curtis he’ll be fine.

Mahal runs his mouth a bit and is cut off by Big Zeke’s music.
He only talked about 4 seconds so it wasn’t anything to see.

Ezekiel Jackson vs. Jinder Mahal

He talks some more and gets shushed and then punched. Jackson
overpowers him to start and then runs through him with the
slams. Mahal escapes the Rack and fires off with a jumping
knee. Jackson shrugs it off and slams him even more before the
Rack ends this at 2:06. Just a squash. Did Mahal walk in on
Vince practicing Stand Back or something?

Post match Jackson says shhh again.

Johnny Ace comes in to see Teddy and says we’re in uncharted
waters. They’re both company men and since HHH isn’t here
tonight, Ace is supporting Teddy. If Teddy loses control of
Smackdown, the WWE Universe will lose faith and then……well
that’s all he says.



Here’s Hornswoggle. He and Booker go into the ring and do
Spinaroonis. They get cut off by Christian and it’s already
main event time? Wow there’s a ton of time left too.

Christian/Cody Rhodes vs. Sheamus/Randy Orton

They have over 20 minutes for this. Sheamus vs. Christian gets
us going but it’s off to Cody very quickly. Cody gets pounded
down and we get the forearm smashes in the ropes. The Canadian
distracts the Irishman so that the American can hit a Russian
for two. The mask Cody wears costs $20,000 according to Cole.
Methinks Cody got ripped off. Hot tag to Orton who cleans hour
and beats up Christian. Something sounds right about that.
Booker: “These guys know each other like a good book and right
now Orton is reading him like never before.” Cole: “WHERE DO
YOU COME UP WITH THIS STUFF???”

Elevated DDT hits but some Cody distraction lets Christian
take over as we go to a break. Back with the heels working
over Orton and it’s off to Cody. Oh I forgot we still have
Henry’s reply to Big Show so they won’t use the full time.
Orton avoids a spear and it’s hot tag to Sheamus. Flying
battering ram misses and the Irish Curse is now a tilt-a-whirl
backbreaker. Why do they keep changing the names of moves?
Cody escapes the Brogue Kick but an RKO out of nowhere by the
illegal man pins him at 6:25 shown of 9:55.

Rating: C. I really wasn’t impressed here but the match was
ok. Sheamus keeps looking good and I’m glad he and Orton seem
to be sharing the top spot on the show. Good enough for a main
event but the shortness of it really hurt things here. This
getting more time would have helped it as there wasn’t enough
time to build drama or anything like that.

Remember the video about the walk out earlier? Here it is
again.

There will be a Raw Monday but we’re not sure who will be
there.



Here’s Marky Mark for his reply to Big Show. He talks about
how he’s infallible just like Big Show but Show gets no title
match. Show comes out and beats down Henry. He beats the champ
down and shoves security out of the way. A spear puts Henry
down and security gets beaten down again. Henry leaves and
holds up the title but for once, someone goes after him while
he’s standing there and the fight starts up again.

Henry throws him around (that’s still scary) and sets for the
Slam through the table. Show fights back and gets a good
chokeslam to put Mark through it. He wraps the chair around
Henry’s ankle and (after tossing a huge chair aside with one
hand) he pulls the steps over and looks to Pillmanize it but
Teddy calls him off, saying Show gets the world title match as
long as he doesn’t jump onto the ankle. Show steps down and
walks away but then goes back and cracks Henry over the back
with the chair. Henry looks mostly dead to end the show.

Overall  Rating:  C.  This  was  a  pretty  weak  show  overall,
especially by Smackdown’s normal standards. We have our main
event and I really like that it isn’t Orton again. He looks
like  he’s  shifting  over  to  Rhodes  which  would  be  a  nice
breather outside of the main event for him. As far as Henry
vs. Show goes, that could be interesting and decent if they
keep it short. No more than like 8-9 minutes and it could be
watchable,  which  is  the  case  for  most  monster  battles.
Watchable show here, but not great by any means.

Results
Alberto Del Rio b. Sin Cara – Cross Armbreaker
Jack Swagger/Dolph Ziggler b. Air Boom – Gutwrench powerbomb
to Bourne
Beth Phoenix b. Alicia Fox – Glam Slam
Ezekiel Jackson b. Jinder Mahal – Torture Rack
Randy Orton/Sheamus b. Christian/Cody Rhodes – RKO to Rhodes

 



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Monday Night Raw – October 7,
2013: Bryan Over HHH
Monday  Night Raw
Date: October 7, 2013
Location: Consol Energy Center, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, John Bradshaw Layfield

It’s the night after Battleground and we’re in the same place we were
before with the title picture. Orton vs. Bryan went to a no contest due
to interference from Big Show, who finally snapped and went against the
regime. This likely sets up Bryan vs. Orton III inside the Cell in just
three weeks. Other than that the Rhodes Family got a huge win over the
Shield, meaning they very well may get a tag title shot. Let’s get to it.

We open with the recap from last night’s main event.

Here’s a ticked off Stephanie to open the show. She talks about how
things went bad last night and how she’s livid as a result. Stephanie
demands Big Show get out here right now and immediately starts yelling,
saying that Big Show can’t do anything right and last night was the
result of way to much stress. He can’t manage his finances, his life, his
marriage or anything else.
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Show says sorry in less than a half hearted way, sending Stephanie even
further over the edge. She goes off about saving his mortgage and owning
him and his home so Show asks if he can leave now. Stephanie demands that
he beg for forgiveness but Show says no. He knocked Bryan out because she
told him to. Stephanie says Show is lying because Brad Maddox gave the
other. Show says that Brad is their puppet and calls HHH an SOB.
Stephanie slaps him about five times and fires him.

Dolph Ziggler vs. Damien Sandow

Sandow takes him into the corner tos tart before taking Dolph down into a
chinlock. The announcers talk about the opening segment while JBL tries
to keep them on topic. Back up and Ziggler is sent throat first into the
ropes before Sandow puts on a headscissors. Ziggler is sent to the floor
and we take a break. Back with Damien getting two off something we didn’t
see and whipping Dolph into the corner a few times. A Russian legsweep
sets up the Wind-Up Elbow followed by another chinlock.

Back up and Ziggler is thrown over the top as this is completely one
sided so far. Ziggler is sent into the post for two and it’s back to the
chinlock. Dolph fights up and sends Damien shoulder first into the post
before firing off some awkward looking punches. They head to the floor
for even more punches before going inside for right hands to Sandow in
the corner. A dropkick gets two for Ziggler but he gets crotched on top
for two. Not that it matters as Ziggler hits a quick Fameasser for the
pin at 12:18.

Rating: C-. Not a great match at all but it was acceptable and very
different from last night’s match. This was more of a squash for the
start until we got to the interesting part. Sandow was looking very
frustrated after the match which means changes might be in store for him.
Also wasn’t he supposed to have a knee injury?

Stephanie yells at Brad Maddox and demands that he go out and apologize
for what happened last night.



Bruno Sammartino came out to see the crowd. DURING THE BREAK??? One of
the biggest stars of all time is not brought out DURING A BREAK! Lawler
led the crowd in singing Happy Birthday to him.

Alicia Fox/Aksana/Rosa Mendes vs. Natalya/Eva Marie/JoJo

This would be Eva and JoJo’s in ring debuts. Natalya runs over Aksana
(who seems to have gotten a haircut) to start before it’s off to Eva.
It’s clear that neither girl is very comfortable in the ring as the two
of them look like they’re trying to remember every scripted spot. Off to
the very blonde Rosa who doesn’t do much better, so here’s Alicia to be
the ring general. Eva is sent badly into the corner but avoids a knee,
allowing for the tag off to Natalya. House is cleaned and a quick
Sharpshooter gets the submission from Fox at 3:27.

Rating: D-. When the best thing you can say is neither rookie horribly
botched anything, it’s not a good sign. JoJo and Eva are glorified models
and everyone knows it, but they’re on a very scripted reality show so
they get to be on Monday Night Raw. Nothing to see here and Rosa doesn’t
look nearly as good as a blonde.

Before the girls are out of the ring, Maddox comes out to announce Orton
vs. Bryan inside the Cell. There’s going to be a guest referee and the
fans can vote on which of three Hall of Famers they want for the job. The
first option is Booker T, who says vote for him.

Here’s how to download the WWE App. The announcers even say they know we
know how to download an app.

Los Matadores vs. 3MB

This would be Mahal/McIntyre this week. Diego throws Mahal around to
start but gets kicked in the head and it’s off to McIntyre. Drew puts on
an armbar but Diego pops up and makes the tag off to Fernando to clean



house. Apparently the Real Americans are tweeting about Los Matadores.
Thankfully this doesn’t last long with the double Angle Slam pinning
McIntyre at 2:20.

Post match Slater chases after Torito and gets beaten up, allowing Torito
to hurricanrana him down.

We recap the opening segment again.

Here are Heyman and his guys with something to say. Heyman says he’s the
only man that can say he beat Punk on his own with his arms behind his
back. Punk may have pinning Ryback last night but he had to cheat to do
so. Before Heyman can say anything else, here’s Punk with a rebuttal.
Punk doesn’t like being accused of being a cheater but says he’ll beat
Ryback at any time he wants. He accepts the rematch offer before it’s
even offered and says he’ll do it anytime anywhere. Ryback says that Punk
is a bully and offeres him a fight right now, but here’s R-Truth to join
Punk with an offer of a tag match.

Ryback/Curtis Axel vs. R-Truth/CM Punk

Ryback bails from Punk to start so it’s Axel in first. Curtis is
immediately taken down by Punk and it’s off to Truth for some shots of
his own. The Heyman guys head to the floor as we take an early break.
Back with Axel in trouble from Truth so he brings in Ryback for a bearhug
to slow Truth down. Back to Axel for a middle rope ax handle for two
followed by some stomping. We hit the chinlock for a bit before Truth is
whipped into the corner.

Back to Ryback who rams him into the corner harder than Axel ever could.
A slam gets two on Truth and it’s off to an abdominal stretch to stay on
the ribs. Truth comes back with a side kick to the face and it’s hot tag
Punk to clean house on Axel. There’s the GTS for Curtis and a high kick
to Ryback, but it’s back to Truth for the ax kick and the pin on Axel at
12:42.



Rating: C. Basic tag match here which extends one feud which should be
extended and keeps another feud going for the sake of keeping it going.
Truth vs. Axel has been done already and there’s not need to see them
fight again, which is probably why we have to sit through it even more.
At least Axel is defending the belt though.

The second candidate for guest referee is Bob Backlund. In his crazy man
voice, he says he loves us and we should vote for us because he doesn’t
swear. He’s been a good guy in the business but he’s been bad as well, so
he doesn’t care who wins the title. If either guy gets out of line, he’ll
put them in the crossface chicken wing.

Kofi Kingston vs. Randy Orton

Orton pounds away to start and sends Kofi into the corner for a quick one
count. Randy sends him into the steps and back inside, only to have Kofi
send him to the floor in turn. Randy throws him right back outside as we
take a break. Back with Orton stomping away and getting two off the
backbreaker. We hit the chinlock for a bit before Kofi comes back with a
middle rope chop to the head.

Randy punches him into the corner but gets caught in a tornado DDT to put
both guys down. Kofi gets two off a high cross body and the SOS gets the
same. A springboard cross body is countered into the powerslam from Orton
but the Elevated DDT is countered as well. They head to the floor with
Kofi being sent into the barricade and the Elevated DDT on the floor
knocks Kofi out cold. Back in and the RKO gets the pin at 13:43.

Rating: C. This was fine for the most part with some nice sequences
throughout. Kofi is the perfect choice for a match like this as he
doesn’t lose anything by getting pinned here. He could lose every match
he ever has but will still be a credible guy in the ring. Orton gets a
win over a name and looks good in the process so points all around.

Post match here’s Bryan to go after Orton despite having no reason to be



furious. Agents and referees break it up.

Vickie yells at someone when Del Rio comes up. He thinks he should be
named face of the WWE since he’s the only world champion and all. Del Rio
sucks up to her a bit and gives her his scarf before kissing her on the
cheek. He leaves and Vickie drops the scarf.

The final candidate is Shawn Michaels. He says that he and HHH are indeed
personal friends, but this is about business. Shawn trained Daniel Bryan
to wrestle but he wouldn’t let that nor his friendship with HHH sway him.
He and Orton don’t like each other so that’s not a factor either. Shawn
calls himself H-B-Shizzle, drawing a chant from the fans. He guarantees a
new WWE Champion because he wants what’s best for the fans.

Here’s how to download the WWE App for Android.

We recap the opening segment. Again.

Alberto Del Rio vs. Ricardo Rodriguez

RVD is confirmed to be taking time off during the entrances. Non-title of
course. Before the match, Vickie says that Alberto’s opponent at HIAC
will be……..JOHN CENA? The distraction lets Ricardo get a quick rollup pin
at 10 seconds.

Post match Alberto sends Ricardo into the announce table and Pillmanizes
his arm.

John Cena tweets about the match which makes it sound official.

Fandango vs. Zack Ryder

Ryder pounds away to start but gets caught in a quick suplex for two.



Ryder fights up and hits his usual though before Fandango bails to the
floor. Back in and Fandango snaps his neck across the top and hits the
guillotine legdrop for the pin at 2:45. Nothing to see here.

Shawn wins the poll by a landslide. Backlund actually got 1/3 of the
vote.

Real Americans vs. Santino Marella/Great Khali

Swagger starts with Santino and it’s time to be goofy early on. Santino
gets caught in the Real American corner as the fans chant for the bad
guys. Cesaro comes in after the Vader Bomb for the double stomp for two.
The ice cold tag brings in Khli as the crowd just does not care here.
Some chops have Cesaro in trouble but he takes out Khali’s leg and puts
on the swing, waking up the crowd immediately. The swing is good for the
pin on Khali at 3:52.

Rating: D. Match sucked, swing was awesome, those are my entire thoughts
on this stupid match.

Post match Horny gets put in the Swing but Santino makes the save with
the Cobra.

Breast cancer sucks.

Here’s Miz for MizTV but before he can get the name out it’s Wyatt time.
The lights come out and the Family is in the ring but Miz runs after
Bray. He gets in a few shots and gets behind Bray who grabs the Family
around their necks and leans over to look at Miz.

Brad begs for mercy from Stephanie when HHH comes in. He’ll be at
ringside for the main event tonight.

Shield vs. Cody Rhodes/Goldust/Daniel Bryan



HHH comes out to watch the match. Goldust starts with Rollins and spits
in his face before firing off right hands. An atomic drop has Rollins in
trouble and it’s off to Cody with a springboard missile dropkick for two.
Ambrose comes in for some right hands but gets caught by a knee to the
face for two. Back to Goldust to stomp away in the corner and get two off
something resembling a bulldog.

Cody comes in again with right hands but Dean takes over in the corner.
The moonsault press is countered by Dean shoving Cody off the top and out
to the floor as we take a break. Back with Ambrose talking trash to Cody
and choking away a bit. Cody breaks up a belly to back superplex attempt
and hits the moonsault press to put both guys down. There’s the hot tag
to Bryan to speed things up with Rollins.

The moonsault in the corner has Seth confused and a German suplex sets up
the top rope hurricanrana for two. Everything breaks down and reigns
takes the Disaster Kick. A Cactus Clothesline puts cody and Roman on the
floor, leaving Daniel and Seth in the ring. The kick the head sets up the
YES Lock but Ambrose hits Cody with a chair for the DQ at 11:00.

Scratch that as HHH says it doesn’t end with a DQ, so restart the match
as a No DQ match. The brawling continues and it’s a FLYING GOAT to take
out Ambrose and Reigns. Orton comes in from the crowd with an RKO on the
floor, giving Rollins the pin on Bryan at 12:22 total.

Rating: C. This didn’t have time to go anywhere and the ending was kind
of confusing. I guess it’s to seem like HHH will rig the booking to his
benefit but they could have done the same finish without the switch at
the end. The match wasn’t all that great due to a lack of time, but it
still worked well enough for a screwy finish.

Post match the beating is on but here’s Big Show (to music) to stalk HHH.
Shield guards the boss but Show gets in the ring anyway. They swarm him
but are easily tossed away, leaving just HHH vs. Show. Shield pops back
up though and beats down Show as HHH takes his jacket off. He throws them



off again and KO’s HHH, leaving Bryan to stand over the boss to end the
show.

Overall Rating: C-. This wasn’t bad but you could see A LOT of filler in
this. It’s very clear that HIAC is just Battleground part 2 which is
understandable but doesn’t make it interesting. Shawn Michaels as guest
referee should help a bit but there’s only so much he can do. Cena
returning will help a lot but it’s really early given how bad his arm
was. This was a more coherent show, but it still fees like everyone but
Bryan is the focus and that’s not good.

Results

Dolph Ziggler b. Damien Sandow – Fameasser

Natalya/JoJo/Eva Marie b. Alicia Fox/Rosa Mendes/Aksana – Sharpshooter to
Fox

Los Matadores b. 3MB – Double Angle Slam to McIntyre

CM Punk/R-Truth b. Ryback/Curtis Axel – Ax kick to Axel

Randy Orton b. Kofi Kingston – RKO

Fandango b. Zack Ryder – Guillotine legdrop

Real Americans b. Santino Marella/Great Khali – Cesaro Swing to Khali

Shield b. Daniel Bryan/Cody Rhodes/Goldust – Rollins pinned Bryan after
an RKO from Randy Orton

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:



Battleground 2013: Ode To The
Attitude Era And That’s Not A
Good Thing
Battleground  2013
Date: October 6, 2013
Location: First Niagara Center, Buffalo, New York
Commentators: Michael Cole, Jerry Lawler, John Bradshaw Layfield

We’ve arrived at one of the least interesting shows in recent memory.
There’s just not much interest in this show and I can’t say I’m
surprised. The world title matches are both rematches and the other two
main matches aren’t anything huge. There just isn’t much to go on with
this show and it’s going to be even worse next time with HIAC. Let’s get
to it.

Pre-Show: Dolph Ziggler vs. Damien Sandow

Sandow quotes Benjamin Franklin and talks about progress. Tonight he’ll
show you what progress is about by beating a former Money in the Bank
winner, but if the hardcore match goes the way he thinks, you’ll see him
again as World Heavyweight Champion. Sandow grabs a headlock to start
before taking Ziggler down with some clotheslines. Ziggler comes right
back with a dropkick and the ten elbow drops to wake the crowd up. Damien
will have none of this being in trouble stuff though and whips Ziggler
over the corner as we take a break.

Back with Dolph getting two off a small package, only to get clotheslined
down for the same result. We hit an arm stretch by Sandow for a bit
before Sandow goes up, only to jump into a dropkick to the shoulder.
Ziggler comes back with ten right hands in the corner but misses the
Fameasser and gets caught with an Edge-O-Matic for two.
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Damien kicks out the knee and hits a flip neckbreaker for two more as
this match just keeps going. The Terminus is countered and the Fameasser
gets a near fall for Dolph. Damien blocks the Zig Zag and rolls Ziggler
up for two but tweaks his knee coming out of the corner, allowing Dolph
to hit the Zig Zag for the pin at 10:11.

Rating: D+. The match wasn’t terrible but man alive it wasn’t
interesting. Both of these guys have been beaten down so much that it’s
almost impossible to care about either one of them. The stakes in this
match were so low and the match just kept going, making it even worse.
Not much of interest here but it wasn’t the worst match ever with some
decent near falls.

The opening video recaps the Daniel Bryan vs. Randy Orton feud.

World Heavyweight Title: Rob Van Dam vs. Alberto Del Rio

Del Rio is defending and this is a hardcore match. Alberto immediately
heads to the floor but gets dropkicked through the ropes to give Van Dam
control. A moonsault off the barricade puts the champion down and a
slingshot DDT onto a chair gets two back inside. Alberto comes back with
a wicked Backstabber for two before a few chair shots get the same. The
chair is wedged between the top and middle ropes but Rob comes back with
a kick to the face.

Rob pulls out a ladder and blasts Alberto in the face to knock him out to
the floor. Back in and Rolling Thunder onto Del Rio onto the ladder only
hits the ladder and the champion takes over. He snaps off the enziguri
and stomps the ladder onto Rob for two before grabbing a trashcan. Rob
dropkicks it back into his face and both guys are down.

A superkick puts the champion down and there’s the split legged moonsault
onto Del Rio onto the ladder for two. Rolling Thunder hits the ladder
again and there’s the armbreaker. Ricardo makes the save by hitting Del
Rio with the bucket, earning himself a trip to the floor and a whip into
the barricade.

Rob dropkicks the ladder into Del Rio and hits the Five Star onto the
ladder onto Del Rio on the floor. Back in (I guess hardcore no longer



means pinfalls count anywhere) Del Rio kicks out at two. A Van Terminator
attempt misses and both guys are down. Del Rio gets the chair and drops
Rob face first onto the steel before kicking Rob in the head to take
over. He wraps it around the arm crushes it in the chair and puts on the
armbreaker to retain at 16:03.

Rating: C+. The match was fun but again I don’t get the appeal of this
feud at all. There isn’t much chemistry here and hopefully this is it
between these two. The gimmick helped a bit but Del Rio’s title reign is
just dragging at this point. He’s not bad in the ring at all but he’s
crashed into the ceiling of his abilities and it’s hurting everyone now.

The Real Americans want to dip Khali and Santino in boiling hot oil. They
also don’t like Buffalo that much.

Santino Marella/Great Khali vs. Real Americans

Swagger and Santino fight over a top wristlock to start with Jack taking
him to the mat. Santino still can’t do the nipup so the fans chant for
the Real Americans. Santino loads up the Cobra but Swagger bails to the
floor, only to have to deal with Horny’s mini-Cobra. Thankfully Jack rips
it up and goes back inside so Cesaro can stomp him Marella down a bit.
Cesaro steals the stupid sock and it’s back to Swagger for a Vader Bomb
and a running stomp by Antonio.

We hit the chinlock for a bit before it’s back to Swagger to pull on
Santino’s arms. Santino suplexes out of it and finally brings in Khali.
The giant pounds Cesaro down in the corner and hits the loud overhand
chop. JBL: “That knocked one of the languages out of Cesaro.” Khali chops
both Real Americans down and Santino dives over the top to take out
Swagger. We FINALLY get to the point of the match as Cesaro swings Khali
around for a remarkable 17 seconds and gets the pin at 7:05.

Rating: D+. The match was nothing of note other than the ending, but to
be fair that’s what the entire match was designed to set up. Cesaro is
going to have to be a face soon if he keeps swinging people around as
it’s such an awesome looking move that people aren’t going to boo him.
Now let’s see how WWE screws up with him and wastes his potential again.



Breast cancer is bad.

Intercontinental Title: R-Truth vs. Curtis Axel

This is the result of Truth beating Axel on a fluke earlier this week.
Truth takes over to start by pounding away in the corner and sends Axel
to the floor. Axel sends Truth into the barricade a few times for two
back inside and the match slows down. The champion chokes Truth a bit and
gets two off a dropkick before we hit the chinlock. Truth fights up and
hits some forearms to set up a rollup for two. The spinning forearm gets
the same and so does the sitout gordbuster. Axel sends him into the
buckle and the fans chant boring. Thankfully Axel listens to them and
hits his neckbreaker into a cutter to retain at 6:32.

Rating: D. I’m really getting tired of this idea of some random guy pins
the champion and getting a title shot as a result. Instead, why not have
Truth beat a bunch of guys (say everyone in 3MB, Swagger and one other
guy) and earns a title shot as a result? It makes Axel look like he’s
beating someone of note and gives Truth some credibility coming into the
match. Nah that’s a stupid idea so let’s just have them trade wins like
they do all the time.

We recap the pre-show.

Divas Title: AJ Lee vs. Brie Bella

Brie is challenging and takes AJ down with ease, sending the champion out
to the floor. AJ hides behind Tamina and heads back inside to take over.
Brie is sent into the post and AJ goes after the arm, wrapping it around
the middle rope. Brie’s DDT is countered into a DDT on the arm for two
before sending her shoulder first “into” the post.

AJ keeps shouting about being better than Brie before going off on the
bad arm with elbows. Off to a Fujiwara Armbar but AJ lets it go to skip
around the ring. Brie dropkicks her down and hits some really basic stuff
before knocking AJ down with a running knee. Tamina is choking Nikki
Bella down though and the distraction lets AJ roll up Brie for the pin
with a handful of tights at 6:32.



Rating: D+. To recap this story, AJ won the Divas Title clean,
defeated every one of the Total Divas in the same match with a
completely clean submission hold, and has held the title
against all of them, but we’re supposed to boo her because the
other girls are catty to each other on a reality show. The
match was nothing you wouldn’t see on Raw, but the fans were
more into it than they were the IC Title match.

We recap the Rhodes Family’s troubles, setting up the tag
match tonight.

Dusty and his kids are ready for Shield. Cody gives a great
speech about how his family may not be perfect but they fight
for each other.

Cody Rhodes/Goldust vs. Seth Rollins/Roman Reigns

If the Rhodes Family wins, they get their jobs back. If Shield
wins, Cody and Goldust are gone forever and Dusty loses his
job too. This is also non-title. Dusty is at ringside to
counter act Dean Ambrose and Goldust looks like Darth Maul.
Cody pounds away on Seth to start and it’s quickly off to
Roman who gets pounded down in the corner. Shield bails to the
floor and stalks Dusty, setting up a cool looking six man
standoff with the brothers protecting their dad.

Back in and Roman knees Cody down as the champions take over.
Seth comes in but walks into an elbow to the jaw and a
stomping in the corner. Rollins sends him into the buckle to
escape and it’s off to Roman for some power. After an easy
pounding it’s quickly back to Rollins to crank on the shoulder
a bit. Cody gets caught in the Tree of Woe but frees up a leg
to kick Seth down. The moonsault press hits Rollins perfectly
and the hot tag brings in Goldust.

An atomic drop slows Reigns down and Goldust pounds him down
in the corner. Goldust hits a spinning cross body off the top
for two but misses a regular cross body, sending him out to
the floor. Goldie dives back in at nine but gets caught in a



body scissors from Rollins. Back to Reigns for a good looking
clothesline for two before it’s back to Rollins who gets the
same off a hilo. Goldust comes back by avoiding a dropkick and
powerslamming Seth down. There’s the hot tag off to Cody for
an Alabama Slam to Rollins for a very near fall. Something
like a Muscle Buster gets two on Rollins and everything breaks
down. The Disaster Kick staggers Reigns and Cody clotheslines
him to the floor but an Ambrose distraction allows Seth to
come back in for the save. Dusty elbows Ambrose down and Seth
rolls up Cody for two. Rhodes comes pops back up and hits
Cross Rhodes for the pin at 13:55.

Rating: B. This was ALL about emotion coming in but the match was good
stuff on top of that. Again, this match worked because we were given a
reason to care about the underdogs and wanted to see them win instead of
being told we wanted to see them win. That’s how you make a good story
and it worked perfectly well here.

The Rhodes family celebrates and some tag teams, Mike Rotundo and Arn
Anderson come out to celebrate. The old school fan in me cringes at Dusty
and Arn celebrating together.

Hell in a Cell ad with R-Truth preaching against its evils.

The expert panel of Tensai, Titus O’Neil and Miz talk about the show so
far.

Brad and Vickie bicker about who is at fault for the Rhodes’ win.

Kofi Kingston vs. Bray Wyatt

Bray runs him over to start but Kofi comes back with a kick to the face.
Kofi gets crotched while going up top so Bray can take over with some
shots to the ribs and a neck lock. The fans start the Randy Savage chants
as the match drags on. Kofi fights up but gets caught in another
chinlock. Back up again and Kofi hits a dropkick followed by the Boom
Drop, only to miss Trouble in Paradise.

Bray runs Kingston over with the cross body before going to the corner to



bend back and look at Kofi upside down. Wyatt ups the ante a bit though
by doing the Exorcist spider walk, sending Kofi running to the floor.
Bray follows him out but Kofi runs back in and hits a BIG flip dive to
take out the entire Family. Back in and Kofi gets two off a cross body,
but the SOS is countered into Sister Abigail’s Kiss for the pin at 8:37.

Rating: C-. Those rest holds were death but Bray was so freaky in this
match with the spider walk and Kofi’s dive helped a lot too. This show is
dying as it goes though and the match didn’t help a lot. The Wyatts need
to move up the card, but at least their antics are still creepy enough to
make you take notice.

We recap Punk vs. Ryback. There’s not much to this one: Punk was about to
kill Heyman last month when Ryback interfered as the newest Paul Heyman
Guy. Tonight is Punk’s first step back towards revenge and Heyman
himself.

CM Punk vs. Ryback

They stare at each other to start until Punk fires off some kicks to the
legs, sending Ryback out to the floor. Punk follows him out and sends
Ryback face first into the barricade and then into the post for good
measure. Ryback shrugs it off and takes Punk back inside for a slam off
the top to gain control. Punk’s ribs are sent into the post and we hit
the chinlock.

A legdrop gets two on Punk and Ryback pounds away with some hard kicks.
Ryback stays on Punk and shoves him around with his boot as this is still
in slow motion. Off to a chinlock with a bodyscissors as the fans are
getting restless. Punk finally comes back with some kicks and a swinging
neckbreaker but Heyman grabs a mic and brags about beating Punk, allowing
Ryback to come back back with a huge powerbomb for two.

Another powerbomb attempt is countered with a kick to the head and the
Macho Elbow for two. Ryback fights out of the GTS and powerslams Punk
down for two of his own. Punk is choked on the ropes, allowing Heyman to
load up a kendo stick shot as the referee pulls Ryback away. The referee
does his job for once though and catches Heyman before the swing,
allowing Punk to low blow Ryback for the pin at 14:51.



Rating: C+. This was fine but the ending left a lot to be desired. Ryback
is a lot better just showing off with power moves but the ending was
never really in doubt as the story has to get to Punk vs. Heyman. That’s
not a bad thing but like the rest of this show, it feels like an exercise
in pointlessness.

More from the expert panel.

We recap the main event. Orton cashed in on Bryan at Summerslam, Bryan
pinned him at Night of Champions but there was a shady referee, meaning
the title was held up, setting up tonight’s match.

There’s a slight delay as the PPV feed cuts out for some reason. We come
back to see the announcer and referee standing around in the ring.

WWE Title: Randy Orton vs. Daniel Bryan

No champion coming in and after the big match intros we’re ready to go.
Feeling out process to start as they trade headlocks with Orton taking
over. Bryan scores with a dropkick but Orton takes him right back down
and rakes his boot over Daniel’s eyes. Bryan throws Orton off and fires
away with the kicks as the fans finally have something to cheer for
tonight. Daniel goes after Orton’s knee with a freaky leg hold before
hitting some more kicks to the chest.

Orton breaks up a superplex attempt by crotching Bryan on the ropes
before clotheslining him down for two. Randy pounds away in the corner
and gets two more off a snap powerslam. We hit the chinlock for a bit
followed by a knee to the ribs to stop Bryan again. Daniel fights up
again and headscissors Orton to the floor for the FLYING GOAT. Back in
and Bryan’s missile dropkick is countered into a powerbomb and a Boston
crab of all things. Bryan slips out and kicks some more but can’t get the
YES Lock.

They head outside and Orton goes into Predator mode, sending Bryan into
the post, the barricade and then the post again. Back in and a superplex
gets two on Daniel as the crowd isn’t really into this. A backslide gets
two for Bryan and there’s a big kick to the head for the same. Daniel
goes up top again but Orton shoves him off the top and out to the floor



with a big thud. Orton loads up the announce table but Bryan comes back
with even more kicks and sends Orton into the steps.

A BIG cross body to the floor takes Randy out and the swan dive is good
for a very close two. Bryan is all fired up now and hits the corner
dropkicks as the fans FINALLY go nuts. Bryan snaps off more kicks but
gets caught in a t-bone suplex to put both guys down. There’s the
Elevated DDT and Orton loads up the RKO, only to have Bryan shove it away
and grab the YES Lock.

Cue Big Show to pull the referee out and knock Bryan out cold, albeit
against his will. Brad Maddox waves Scott Armstrong to the ring but Big
Show pulls him out for a KO punch of his own. Orton looks furious as Big
Show gets in the ring and knocks out Orton. Big Show’s music plays and
the show goes off the air with no winner after about 25:00.

Rating: B. Another good match from these two but it didn’t feel like a
classic at all. The ending was straight out of the Attitude Era which
isn’t a good thing. It’s clear that they’re setting up the big showdown
in the Cell, but that’s not what they needed to do here. If Bryan loses
there he’s more or less done, but again the show ends with the focus on
Big Show instead of Bryan or the champion. Horrible ending.

Overall Rating: D. And that’s being generous. This show felt like an In
Your House with a big time main event and that’s not a good thing. The
problem here is we’ve covered the main event already and the tag match
was only so good. This whole story is such a mess anymore and the bright
spots can only help it so much. It’s not going to get any better either
as we have another three weeks before the Cell, which will likely be more
of the same.

The worst part of this show though is that I didn’t enjoy it. Other than
the Rhodes match and the main event, what was there to be excited about?
This show felt like a chore to sit through coming in and didn’t redeem
itself at all. The good stuff was pretty good, but everything else was
just dull and worthless, which isn’t what you need when you have two
shows in a month.

Results



Alberto Del Rio b. Rob Van Dam – Cross Armbreaker

Real Americans b. Santino Marella/Great Khali – Cesaro Swing to Khali

Curtis Axel b. R-Truth – Neckbreaker into a faceplant

AJ Lee b. Brie Bella – Rollup

Cody Rhodes/Goldust b. Seth Rollins/Roman Reigns – Cross Rhodes to
Rollins

Bray Wyatt b. Kofi Kingston – Sister Abigail’s Kiss

CM Punk b. Ryback – Low blow

Daniel Bryan vs. Randy Orton went to a no contest

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:

Battleground Preview
It’s  the latest filler show that no one really wants to see
before we have another filler PPV that maybe a few more people
want to see in three weeks.  Let’s get to it.

As usual we’ll start with the pre-show match.  I’ll take
Ziggler to win.  The guy has fallen, but come on: it’s Damien
Sandow.  Even Ziggler hasn’t fallen that far.  I have a
feeling this might lead to more later though.

 

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/10/05/battleground-preview/


Give me Bryan in the main event, presumably setting up the
final showdown inside the Cell next time where Orton will
stand tall by embracing the CRAZY.  It’s a sad day when a
three week title reign will completely blow away his other two
reigns, but that’s the WWE we live in.

 

I’m going to take RVD to win the title and say there’s an
immediate cash-in.  RVD’s contract is up and it would be a
nice way to transition the title to Sandow.  The question
though is is Sandow worse than Del Rio as champion?  Somehow I
think so, meaning WWE will likely give Damien the title just
to mess with us even more.  The match should be nothing of
note though.

 

Punk over Ryback, setting up a handicap match of some sort
next show where he FINALLY destroys Heyman once and for all.

 

Unfortunately Brie over AJ because we’re supposed to love Brie
because she’s sleeping with Daniel Bryan and hate AJ because
reality TV is AWESOME.

 

The Rhodes Family wins, but by nefarious means.  I heard an
idea that says Big Show is told to destroy the Rhodes, but
accidentally gets caught, giving them the win via DQ.  That’s
a good way to protect everyone and get the desired result.

 

Axel over Truth of course.

 

Bray beats Kofi in an entertaining match.  If this is turned



into the rumored six man, the Wyatts destroy Kofi and the Usos
in an even more entertaining match.

 

Overall, I’m really not interested in Battleground.  It’s
clearly just a pit stop before we get to the Cell in a mere
three  weeks,  which  somehow  is  an  improvement  from  past
schedules.  The show should be entertaining on some levels,
but it’s coming in with almost no hype and a main event that
we’ve seen before.  Nothing special about this show, which is
the case with so much in WWE at the moment.

 

Thoughts/predictions?

 

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume I at Amazon for
just $4 at:

And check out my Amazon author page with wrestling books for
just $4 at:


