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The Middle
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Date: October 22, 2024
Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Booker T.

It’s the last show before Halloween Havoc and the card…well it
somewhat exists. There have been a few matches set, including
those with Spin The Wheel Make The Deal attached, but very
little is standing out. The main event will see Ethan Page
getting another shot at Trick Williams and the NXT Title, with
the two of them going face to face this week. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Damage CTRL vs. Meta Four

Jackson backs Sane up against the ropes to start but Sane is
back up with a running dropkick. It’s off to Sky for some
stereo basement dropkicks but a missed charge lets Jackson
send her into the corner. The much bigger Legend comes in to
choke Sane, with Legend holding both Sane and Sky up at the
same time to bounce them on the ropes. A sleeper slows Legend
down though and Sane sends her outside, setting up Sky’s Asai
moonsault as we take a break.

Back with Sane coming back in for a running Blockbuster to
Jackson with Legend being knocked to the floor. A top rope
forearm gets two on Jackson and an assisted elbow drop gets
the same. Jackson gets over to Legend though and a pump kick
knocks Sane silly. Cue Piper Niven to pull Jackson outside for
the DQ at 11:16.
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Rating:  C+.  The  match  was  just  good  enough,  but  the
interesting  thing  here  is  that  WWE  seems  to  actually  be
pushing the women’s tag division. You can only get so far with
the same two or three teams fighting each other over and over
so mixing it up a bit is great to see. What matters the most
is building up some actual teams for a division with some
depth. It will take time but the start is there, which I’ll
take more than what they’ve been doing lately.

Post match Chelsea Green is here to help assist Niven with the
beatdown.

Cole Custer, a NASCAR driver, arrives and is greeted by Hank
Walker  and  Tank  Ledger.  OTM  interrupts  and  a  match  seems
likely.

Ashante Thee Adonis hits on Karmen Petrovic again but Brinley
Reece  and  Sol  Ruca  pop  in  to  say  she’s  not  interested.
Petrovic doesn’t approve.

Tatum Paxley vs. Jaida Parker

OTM is here with Parker. Paxley starts fast with a rollup for
two but Parker sits her on the middle rope for the sitdown
splash. Parker sends her flying and cranks on both arms as
Lola Vice is watching backstage. Back up and a facebuster gets
Paxley out of trouble and something like a modified Angle Slam
gets two. Parker flips out of a rollup though and hits a pair
of running hip attacks for the pin at 4:17.

Rating: C. Short match here but Parker’s rise continues. She
is probably in for a showdown with Lola Vice sooner rather
than later and that could be a big step up the ladder. Parker
is someone who feels like she could be a player at a higher
level in the future and another win like this one is just one
more move in the right direction. They kept this quick and to
the point, with Parker doing well enough.

Post match Lola Vice has to be held back from Parker. Cue



Wendy Choo to kidnap Paxley.

Lexis King asks the No Quarter Catch Crew how he can get some
better respect around here. Maybe winning the Heritage Cup can
make it happen, so the match is made. Just find a corner man.

Axiom  and  Nathan  Frazier  congratulate  Je’Von  Evans,  with
Cedric Alexander, on coming close and say he’ll get there
someday. Evans slaps Frazier in the face and they have to be
held apart. Wes Lee pops in to say he knew someone would get
under Evans’ skin eventually.

Stephanie Vaquer and Giulia talk about their friendship on the
way to WWE and now they are here to dominate.

Riz  has  been  attacked,  with  the  D’Angelo  Family  wanting
revenge.

Luca Crusifino vs. Oba Femi

Crusifino hits a dropkick and goes after the knee to start but
a shoulderbreaker cuts him off. Some knees to the back set up
a quickly broken chinlock so Femi knocks him down again. The
chokeslam is countered into a Codebreaker but Femi sends him
flying. The toss powerbomb finishes for Femi at 3:04.

Rating: C. That’s all it needed to be as Femi gets to smash
one of the Family before his rematch with Tony D’Angelo. It’s
as logical of a result as you can have and the title match is
already looking like it could go either way. He looks like one
heck of a monster, though the stipulation gives him enough of
an out to lose without being downgraded. That’s smart booking,
or he just gets the title back.

Post  match  Femi  lays  out  the  Family,  with  Tony  D’Angelo
running down for the save but getting zip tied to the post.
With D’Angelo stuck, Femi slams Crusifino onto a ladder.

The woman in red, named Zaria, will be at Halloween Havoc.



Andre Chase talks about how Chase U is about giving people a
chance, just like they gave to Ridge Holland. Then Holland
turned on them because there are some people who can’t be
saved. At Halloween Havoc, they’re having an ambulance match.
Makes sense.

Here are Ethan Page and Trick Williams for a face to face
chat.  Williams  is  willing  to  wait  for  Halloween  Havoc  to
fight, but he thinks Page is desperate. Page talks about how
he’s been at this for seventeen years and didn’t have the
resources Williams had at his disposal. Williams says he gets
it, which is all the proof Page needs to know Williams doesn’t
get it. Has Williams ever tasted his own blood and sweat?

Williams is ready to make Page tastes his blood again on
Sunday, which Page sees as fake confidence. The match is the
Devil’s  Playground,  which  benefits  page,  because  Williams
isn’t ready to go through that. Page is ready to take this
further than anyone else Williams has faced, but Williams says
Page has never pinned him. Page is desperate, but Williams is
looking forward to it. This was as good as it could have
gotten, but this story still isn’t interesting.

Roxanne Perez and Cora Jade are ready for Giulia and Stephanie
Vaquer. Fatal Influence comes in to say they’re ready, with
Kelani Jordan coming in to say she’s not so sure. The wheel
will be spun tonight.

Sol Ruca vs. Karmen Petrovic

Ruca takes her down to start but Petrovic is back up with some
strikes. That’s fine with Ruca, who drops her again and gets
in some surfing on the back. A superkick gives Petrovic two
but Ruca hits a Codebreaker as we see Ashante Thee Adonis in
the crowd with some woman. Petrovic catches her on top with an
Iconoclasm but Adonis and said woman distracts Petrovic. The
Sol Snatcher gives Ruca the pin at 4:04.

Rating: C. Another short match in a series of them tonight as



the Adonis story actually goes somewhere for a change. Having
Petrovic fall for him a bit without realizing what he really
is could be a nice path to follow, though I’m not sure where
it could lead. Any excuse to see the Sol Snatcher is a plus
though and that was certainly true here.

Nikkita Lyons gives Tyriek Igwe and Tyson DuPont a pep talk.
Oba Femi comes in to give Ruca her jacket, saying she dropped
it. Oh dear.

OTM vs. Hank Walker/Tank Ledger

Jaida Parker and Cole Custer are here too and the fight starts
on the floor with Walker and Ledger taking over. Meet In The
Middle gets two on Nima but it’s off to Price to plant Ledger.
That’s broken up and the rolling tag brings in Walker to clean
house in short order. A swinging Boss Man Slam gets two on
Price  as  Lola  Vice  comes  out  to  deck  Parker.  Custer’s
distraction sets up the Collision Course to finish Price a
3:09.

Rating: C. There’s your guest star match of the night and
Custer added as much as most guest stars over the years. OTM
is still around but hasn’t done anything in a good while, with
this match not helping things. At least Vice and Parker got to
do  something,  which  should  move  us  closer  to  their  big
showdown.

Post match, dancing ensues.

Axiom and Nathan Frazier argue but get a Tag Team Title match
with Je’Von Evans and Cedric Alexander. The champs leave but
Lexis King comes in to say he needs a corner man for the
Heritage Cup shot. Ava seems to have an idea.

Ridge Holland is ready to hurt Andre Chase.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

Tony D’Angelo is ready to hurt Oba Femi.



Giulia/Stephanie Vaquer vs. Fatal Influence

Giulia knocks Henley into the corner to start and takes her
down without much effort. Vaquer comes in to drive Henley’s
face into the mat but it’s off to Jayne to take over in the
corner. Back up and a dropkick gets Vaquer out of trouble and
it’s off to Giulia as everything breaks down. Jazmyn Nyx gets
in a cheap shot on the floor and the villains take over as we
take a break.

Back with Giulia hitting a basement dropkick to get out of
trouble and the big tag bringing in Vaquer to clean house.
Everything breaks down and Jayne has to make a save, leaving
Giulia and Henley to slug it out. Jayne hits a spinebuster
with Vaquer making a save of her own so Nyx gets involved. Cue
Kelani Jordan fr the save so Giulia can knee Jayne into a
package backbreaker for the pin at 12:13.

Rating: C+. Fatal Influence was little more than cannon fodder
for the new monster dream team here and that’s perfectly fine.
Giulia and Vaquer are designed to be some great team and I
could go for the two of them on some path of destruction for
the time being. Perez and Jade are bigger challengers, but I
wouldn’t be getting my hopes up about them for Sunday.

Post  match,  Roxanne  Perez  and  Cora  Jade  show  up  for  the
staredown. Fatal Influence spins the wheel for their match
with Jordan and it’s…Spinner’s Choice. Never mind though as
Zaria shows up for the debut to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. NXT is getting more and more divided, as
the men’s stuff is becoming downright uninteresting while the
women’s division is rather entertaining. The latter is keeping
the show afloat and thankfully NXT seems to understand what
they have there. At the same time, Halloween Havoc is looking
more like the big finale to the summer feuds, which were only
so good in the first place. Not much of a show here, with the
limited positives coming from the women’s side of things.



Results
Meta Four b. Damage CTRL via DQ when Piper Niven interfered
Jaida Parker b. Tatum Paxley – Hip attack
Oba Femi b. Luca Crusifino – Toss powerbomb
Sol Ruca b. Karmen Petrovic – Sol Snatcher
Hank Walker/Tank Ledger b. OTM – Collision Course to Price
Giulia/Stephanie  Vaquer  b.  Fatal  Influence  –  Package
backbreaker  to  Jayne

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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