Rampage — July 12, 2024: The
Show Where It’s Good But
Nothing Happens So It Doesn’t
Feel Important

Rampage
Date: July 12, 2024

Location: Landers Center, Southaven, Mississippi
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Matt Menard

We’'re on the way to All In and coming off the huge turn on
Dynamite as Mariah May destroyed Toni Storm. That almost has
to be addressed this week but you never know what you’re going
to see around here. I do like the kind of random feeling to
the show as you get some fresh matches, which should be the
case again this week. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Premiere Athletes vs. Kings Of The Black Throne

Black and Daivari start things off with the threat of a kick
sending Daivari bailing into the corner. Nese comes in and
gets elbowed down, allowing King to come in and glare a lot.
For some reason Nese goes to the beard and is quickly chopped
down as the beating picks up. King’s backsplash gets two but
Josh Woods low bridges him to the floor, allowing a big flip
dive to put King down.

We take a break and come back with King fighting out of the
corner and slamming Nese down for a needed breather. Black
comes back in to strike away, setting up a springboard
moonsault for two on Nese. Woods tries to interfere again but


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/07/13/rampage-july-12-2024-the-show-where-its-good-but-nothing-happens-so-it-doesnt-feel-important/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/07/13/rampage-july-12-2024-the-show-where-its-good-but-nothing-happens-so-it-doesnt-feel-important/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/07/13/rampage-july-12-2024-the-show-where-its-good-but-nothing-happens-so-it-doesnt-feel-important/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/07/13/rampage-july-12-2024-the-show-where-its-good-but-nothing-happens-so-it-doesnt-feel-important/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2024/07/10/dynamite-july-10-2024-when-they-do-their-thing/

gets taken down, only for the distraction to let Nese break
Mark Sterling’s clipboard over Black’s head. The 450 hits
Black (meaning the knees crush his ribs), leaving King to
crossbody Sterling. Black brainbusters Nese, who catches him
on top, only for the 450 to hit raised knees. The End finishes
Nese at 9:56.

Rating: C. It picked up a bit at the end but it’s quite the
stretch to suggest that the Kings took almost ten minutes to
beat the Premiere Athletes. The team has been little more then
the whipping boys around here but for some reason the Kings
have trouble beating them? It wasn’t exactly a great match
either, with some spots missing and the whole thing being kind
of a mess.

Roderick Strong vs. Ben Bishop

The Conglomeration is on commentary and the Kingdom is here
with Strong. The rather tall Bishop shoves him outside to
start, where the Kingdom gives him a pep talk. That talk seems
to include suggesting a running knee to put Bishop down back
inside. The jumping knee finishes for Strong at 1:17.

Deonna Purrazzo is ready to burn everything down and create
the age of the virtuosa.

Rey Fenix vs. Angelico vs. Komander vs. AR Fox

Komander and Fenix work on the arms to start and Angelico is
sent outside rather quickly. Fox sends Fenix outside for a
running dropkick through the ropes but Angelico is back in for
the save. Angelico’s spinning kick to the head gets two and
it’s back to Fenix vs. Komander for the slugout. Fenix
connects with the rope walk kick and we take a break.

Back with Angelico pulling Fenix out of the air and tying up
his leg and arm for some cranking. Komander breaks that up
with the rope walk moonsault but Fenix dives in for his own
save. Everybody but Angelico goes up on the same corner, with



Komander moonsaulting down onto Angelico. That leaves Fenix to
knock Fox down and frog splash him for two, setting up a
double armbar for the win at 10:29.

Rating: B-. It was a fun match but it’s nothing that we
haven’t seen a dozen times. You know what you’'re going to get
from this kind of a match and the question becomes just how
many big spots they can fit in. Fenix 1is by far the biggest
star of the match and it’s fine to see him get the win, but it
would be nice if it felt like it actually meant something.

We look at Chris Jericho injuring Samoa Joe with a forklift.

Jericho says this is what happens if you don’t listen to the
Learning Tree.

Thunder Rosa vs. Rachael Ellering

Ellering throws her around to start but Rosa is right back
with a running dropkick. Rosa ties up the arm and elbows away
before hitting a running dropkick against the ropes. Ellering
gets two off a rollup but Rosa ties her up in a seated cobra
clutch for the win at 3:28.

Rating: C. Pretty much a squash for Rosa here, even against a
bigger name like Ellering. That’s a bit strange to see, but it
isn’t like Ellering has meant much around here in a long time.
Hopefully Rosa is done with Deonna Purrazzo and needs someone
new to face, but we’ll have to see who that is.

Post match Deonna Purrazzo runs in the cheap shot on Rosa. Why
does this feud need to continue?

Top Flight/Action Andretti vs. Shane Taylor Promotions

Moriarty full nelsons Darius to start but gets reversed into a
headlock as they start fast. A dropkick puts Moriarty down so
it’s off to 0Ogogo vs. Dante. Some arm cranking has 0gogo 1in
trouble and Andretti comes in to stay on the arm. 0gogo powers
him into the corner for the tag to Taylor, who 1is



hurricanranaed out to the floor. The dive is broken up though
and we take a break.

Back with Dante fighting out of the corner and managing a
middle rope DDT to put Taylor down. Darius comes in to pick up
the pace and it’s Andretti adding a dropkick into Darius’
German suplex for two on Moriarty. Taylor comes back in with a
hard clothesline and Moriarty adds his suplex Downward Spiral.
Andretti manages to fireman’s carry Taylor, which is broken
up, allowing Taylor to hit a running knee for the pin at
11:23.

Rating: B-. Another good, fast paced match here with the
villains winning to wrap up the show. Much like the four way
though, it’s really hard to believe that this is going to lead
to anything for the Promotions. It should finish up the mini
feud with Top Flight/Andretti so it’'s better than nothing, but
it doesn’t exactly feel like the most important match.

Overall Rating: C+. This was the kind of frustrating show that
you get a bit too often, as the wrestling was completely fine,
but it could not have felt less important. What was the big
story here? Rosa vs. Purrazzo continuing? One low level trio
beats another? I need a lot more than that from an hour of
national television, but that’s what you get far too often
around here. Not a bad show by any means and you wouldn’t
waste your time watching it, but there was nothing important
here in the slightest.

Results

Kings Of The Black Throne b. Premiere Athletes — The End to
Nese

Roderick Strong b. Ben Bishop — Jumping knee

Rey Fenix b. AR Fox, Komander and Angelico — Double armbar to
Fox

Thunder Rosa b. Rachael Ellering — Seated cobra clutch

Shane Taylor Promotions b. Top Flight/Action Andretti -
Running knee to Andretti



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

AEW Collision - July 6, 2024:
Needs A Trim

Collision

Date: July 6, 2024

Location: Landers Center, Southaven, Mississippi
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Nigel McGuinness

The big story this week is going to be focused on talking, as
Maxwell Jacob Friedman is set to open the show with an
explanation for what he did to Daniel Garcia on Dynamite.
Other than that, we have the second semifinals of the men’s
Owen Hart Tournament, as the winner of Jay White vs. Hangman
Page will face Bryan Danielson next week. Let'’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.
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We open with a recap of MJF turning on Daniel Garcia on
Dynamite.

Here is MJF to explain what he did. MJF laughs off the idea
that he and Daniel Garcia would be friends because Garcia 1is a
Make-A-Wish Kid at best. Of course he 1isn’t going to give
Garcia a match at ALl In and now Garcia might never wrestle
again. With that out of the way, MJF shows us a clip of
himself talking about his condition with rejection and how
scared he is to let anything go wrong.

Back live, MJF says he let everyone in and then he lost it
all. He was sitting on his couch watching Dynamite and saw his
fans turn on him for Samoa Joe, Swerve Strickland and WILL
OSPREAY. Garcia was just the tip of the iceberg because he 1is
going to take everything they love.

The only way to do that is with him on top and Ospreay is a
guy who only cares about ratings from Meltzer. MJF cares about
ratings from Nielsen so get out here right now. Ospreay’s
music plays but MJF laughs, as there is no Ospreay tonight. He
is MJF (and he doesn’t like the fans chanting his name) and
you can thank him later. Good enough explanation and rather in
line for MJF.

The Conglomeration is ready for another fight and to get back
up after a bad Forbidden Door. Orange Cassidy doesn’t care.

Conglomeration vs. Jacked Jameson/Iron Savages

Roderick Strong, with the Kingdom, joins commentary. Briscoe
grabs the Savage Sauce to start and gets even zanier than
usual. 0’'Reilly comes in and gets run over as we take an early
break. Back with 0’Reilly getting over for the tag to Briscoe
to clean house. Cassidy comes in and starts rather quickly,
including the tornado DDT for two on Bronson. Everything
breaks down and Briscoe hits a big flip dive to the floor,
leaving Cassidy to hit the Orange Punch for the pin on Boulder
at 7:56.



Rating: C+. I like that they’re doing something different with
Cassidy, as he hasn’t had much in the way of a different
trajectory in a long time. This is the kind of thing that
could lead somewhere for him, though we’re still at the
beginning. Other than that, it’s nice to see the Savages and
Jameson get beaten up, though I could go with them not being
around as much. Or at all really.

Jack Perry talks about the sacrifices that he has made to
become TNT Champion. Now he to give someone else a chance to
make the same sacrifice.

Video on Swerve Strickland beating Will Ospreay to retain the
World Title at Forbidden Door.

Hangman Page is asked why he is back, sending him into a near
meltdown over how much he wants to destroy Swerve Strickland.

Toni Storm vs. Trish Adora

Non-title and Mariah May and Luther are here with Storm while
the Infantry is with Adora. They fight over headlocks to start
until Adora runs her over with a shoulder. Adora ties her up
for some neck cranking but Storm escapes and hits the hip
attack to the floor as we take a break. Back with Storm
hitting a running hip attack in the corner, setting up the
forearm off. Storm gets the better of things and hits Storm
Zero for the pin at 8:24.

Rating: C+. This was the traditional short and to the point
women’s match with the commercial break eating up even more of
the time. Adora is someone who can work well with anyone but
doesn’t seem likely to win much on her own anytime soon. On
the other hand you have Storm, who is being kept warm before
her big showdown, likely against Mariah May, at All In.

Willow Nightingale and Mariah May are ready for the Owen Hart
finals.



The Patriarchy wants the Trios Titles but Christian Cage had
to look up who held the titles. That’s how unimportant the
Bang Bang Gang really is. Colten Gunn has some promise but
that’s beside the point. He’s going to take the titles and
revive them. Kip Sabian comes in to say he’s just lost his
father and implies he wants some guidance. Cage says it's a
good thing Sabian’s dad isn’t here to see what kind of a loser
he is and has Killswitch wreck him. Cage’s delivery here was
great as usual.

TNT Title: Jack Perry vs. Marko Stunt

Stunt, the home state boy, is challenging and Perry 1is
stunned. Perry knocks him down to start and hits some hard
forearms before planting Stunt for a fairly near fall. Stunt
fights up and gets two off a hurricanrana but Perry buckle
bombs him. The running knee finishes Stunt at 3:21.

Rating: C-. They weren’t exactly hiding what they were going
for here and while I would usually want a bit more time for
this kind of a call back match...it’s Marko Stunt. The idea
here was to have Perry get an easy win because the Young Bucks
are treating him favorably, which is fine enough, but it’s not
going to give us much of anything for a bit. I'm sure he’ll
get a better challenger one day, but we could be a long way
off from that.

The House Of Black is ready to hurt the Patriarchy.

Video on Bryan Danielson’s path in the men’s Owen Hart
Tournament.

Claudio Castagnoli vs. Beast Mortos

Castagnoli flips out of a wristlock to start and hits a quick
backbreaker. Back up and Mortos sends him into the corner for
a running elbow and an early two. Mortos’ running knee misses
though and the crash to the floor takes out the cameraman for
a great visual. Mortos is right back up and sends Castagnoli



outside for the corkscrew suicide dive. Castagnoli gets in his
own knockdown back inside and we take a break.

Back with Castagnoli getting the better of a slugout until
Mortos headbutts his way to freedom. Castagnoli knocks him
outside for the running uppercut against the barricade as the
fans want the Swing. Back in and Mortos’ torture rack
backbreaker gets two but Castagnoli uppercuts him out of the
air. Now we get the Swing and a big clothesline finishes
Mortos at 11:35.

Rating: B-. This felt like “hey, Castagnoli is still around”,
and that'’s not a bad thing. There is always going to be a
place for a strong man to throw around a big guy and that is
exactly what we got here. Castagnoli has been kind of floating
without much to do as of late and it would be nice to see him
have a little something. Hopefully this is a start, but I'm
not sure if I would get my hopes up.

Matt Menard says Daniel Garcia lost all of the strength in the
left side of his body but he’ll get better. Garcia is going to
get his revenge on MJF and it’s going to be Red Death.

Someone dives into a vortex and will apparently be loading
soon.

Serena Deeb is willing to run it back with Riho, but she’s
grown since their first match in 2021.

Lady Frost vs. Riho

They trade escapes to start until Frost gets two off a
neckbreaker. Riho drop toeholds her to set up a 619 and we
take a break. Back with Riho fighting out of a double arm
crank and sending her outside for a dive, which hits Frost’s
feet. Back in and Frost kicks her in the head for two, with
frustration setting in. Frostbite is broken up via a grab of
the leg but Frost knocks her down again and hits a regular
moonsault for two. Riho is right back with a dragon suplex



into Run Hey (Kofi Kingston’s S0S) for the pin at 7:45.

Rating: C+. Frost seems to be one of the better designated
jobbers to the stars around here and that’s not a bad role for
her. She has a unique look and can do almost anything asked of
her in the ring so it went well enough. At the same time you
have Riho, who is likely going to go over Serena Deeb, win
another match or two and then go away for a few months, so
it's hard to get that invested in whatever she does.

Shane Taylor Promotions is ready for Top Flight and Action
Andretti on Rampage. They’'re ready to fight tonight but
nothing happens.

Samoa Joe wants to hurt Chris Jericho on Dynamite.

Men’'s Owen Hart Tournament Semifinals: Jay White vs. Hangman
Page

The rest of the Bang Bang Gang is here with White. Actually
hold on, as the Young Bucks send in an order to get rid of
everyone else to make it one on one. Page knocks him to the
floor for some chops to start, followed by a hard forearm back
inside. There’s the fall away slam to send White to the apron
again but he manages a shot of his own. They head back outside
with White being sent into the barricade, followed by some
rapid fire right hands back inside.

We take a break and come back with Page busted open and White
starting in on the knee in the corner. White chops away and
rakes at the eyes, setting up a DDT for two. They slug it out
until a Downward Spiral into a German suplex plants Page.
White drops him on the apron but gets powerbombed back inside
for two.

The Buckshot Lariat is countered into a spinning Rock Bottom
for two more but the Blade Runner is blocked. The referee gets
bumped and Page chokes White with a belt. Cue Jeff Jarrett to
take said belt away, allowing White to suplex Page. Another



referee gets rid of Jarrett, allowing Christian Cage to come
in with a spear to take out White. The Buckshot Lariat
finishes White at 15:41.

Rating: B. Easily the best match on the show here and that
shouldn’t be a surprise. The match having some actual stakes
helped and they managed to pull off quite the feat here. It'’s
rather impressive that this turned into a competitive and
engaging match when Page couldn’t have been a more obvious
winner. That takes some effort and talent and they pulled it
off here. Good stuff to wrap up the show.

Overall Rating: B-. This was a great example of a show that
would have been much better at just an hour. They had enough
stuff in there that felt like it mattered and had the quality
to back it up, but then there was almost just as much that
felt like “ok who else can we throw out there to fill in
time”. That’s been an issue for Collision for a long time now
and while the show wasn’t bad by any means, a lot of it didn’t
feel overly important.

Results

Conglomeration b. Jacked Jameson/Iron Savages — Orange Punch
to Boulder

Toni Storm b. Trish Adora — Storm Zero

Jack Perry b. Marko Stunt — Running knee

Claudio Castagnoli b. Beast Mortos — Lariat

Riho b. Lady Frost — Run Hey

Hangman Page b. Jay White — Buckshot Lariat

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of vyour
wrestling headline needs.

Dynamite - June 26, 2024:
Wake Me When It’s Over

Dynamite
Date: June 26, 2024

Location: KeyBank Center, Buffalo, New York
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

It'’s the last Dynamite before we get to Forbidden Door,
meaning it’s time for the final push towards the show. There
is a good chance that more matches will be added either
tonight or on Rampage or Collision, which doesn’t leave much
time to get things ready. Other than that, we have some Owen
Hart Tournament matches to cover so let’s get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Here is MJF to get things going but Daniel Garcia (hometown
boy) cuts him off. MJF is glad the fans love Garcia, but tread
lightly. Garcia thanks him for the save last week but says
this 1is his town and his business. He is here to do something
new: say nice things about MJF! That works for MJF, so Garcia
talks about MJF’'s accomplishments, including beating Garcia in
a World Title match.

That loss set him off on the run of a lifetime, so why settle
for being a pillar when he can be the workhorse around here?
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For that, he thanks MJF, but does mention MJF being two faced.
MJF hypes up Forbidden Door (getting the date wrong) but then
thanks Garcia for actually thanking him for what he does
behind the scenes. Garcia got his title shot because he earned
it and because he reminds MJF of himself.

The thing to remember though is that MJF beat Garcia, but
maybe he should get one more shot..say at All In. Garcia says
that’'s huge but here is Will Ospreay to interrupt. Ospreay
says he appreciates Garcia, who has been earning a shot by
earning win after win. Not only that, but he’s been doing it
faster than Ospreay “lasts in the bedroom Bruv.”

After an apology to his lady friend at home, Ospreay says the
title shot is on for next week..and we’ll make it a World Title
match too since Ospreay 1is winning that at Forbidden Door.
Works for Garcia, so Ospreay leaves and MJF isn’t happy. MJF
tells him to focus on his big shot and leaves in a hurry. The
fact that MJF’s match against Hechicero on Sunday was barely
mentioned isn’t a great sign for that one, but it’'s not like
they have anything to talk about anyway.

Swerve Strickland doesn’t get why Ospreay isn’t making
promises he won’t be able to keep, because that isn’t very
World Champion-esque. Fans: “WE CAN’T HEAR YOU!”

Blackpool Combat Club vs. Los Ingobernables de Japon

Bryan Danielson is on commentary and it'’s Titan/Shingo
Takagi/Hiromu Takahashi for Los Ingobernables. Castagnoli runs
Takagi over with a shoulder to start and they slug it out, as
you might have expected. A hiptoss puts Castagnoli down and
he's rather impressed. Takahashi comes in for a running
hurricanrana to Yuta and it’s off to Titan for a running
clothesline in the corner. There’s the big dive to the floor
but Castagnoli comes back in and pulls Titan out of the air to
take over.

We take a break and come back with Titan kicking Castagnoli’s



leg out but it’s off to Moxley, who gets hit in the face.
Everything breaks down and it’s a slugout between Moxley and
Takagi. Moxley bites his face but gets put down with a
clothesline, meaning it’'s off to Yuta vs. Takahashi. A rather
snappy German suplex sends Takahashi down but he’s back with a
Death Valley Driver. Then Moxley hits Takahashi with a chair
for the DQ at 10:48.

Rating: B-. It was fun while it lasted but the ending was kind
of out of nowhere. Maybe they’re playing up the idea that
Moxley is wild and violent before his IWGP World Title defense
against Tetsuya Naito on Sunday but it only went so far. Other
than that, this was the Club against another group of guest
stars, which has kind of been done to death lately.

Post match the brawl is on until Tetsuya Naito comes in for
the brawl. Takagi hammers on Yuta until Danielson makes the
save.

Men's Owen Hart Tournament First Round: Jay White vs. Rey
Fenix

The rest of the Bang Bang Gang is here with White while Penta
El Zero Miedo is here with Fenix. Everyone at ringside wants
to grab a chair so the referee ejects them all before the
bell. Fenix grabs a very fast rollup for two so White chops
away at him to take over. Fenix 1is right back up with a
springboard armdrag to send White outside, which of course
means a big dive to take him down again. Back in and White
grabs a quick flipping neckbreaker for two as we take a break.

We come back with White firing off more chops but Fenix kicks
him down. A frog splash gets a rather delayed two but White
spins him into a DDT for a knockdown. The brainbuster gives
White two, only to have Fenix reverse the Blade Runner into a
rollup for two of his own. Fenix tries the Fire Thunder Driver
but White reverses into the Blade Runner for the pin at 9:18.

Rating: C+. This only had so much time and I was expecting a



bit more from them. White getting a singles win is almost
weird to see as he has spent so much time as part of a team.
I'm not sure I can imagine him going very far in the whole
thing but giving him a single win 1isn’t going to hurt
anything.

Post match the Bang Bang Gang comes back and here 1is the
Patriarchy to stare them down. Then the Patriarchy leaves.

The Young Bucks blame the Acclaimed for the cheating in last
week’'s match as the Bucks were pushed to it. With that out of
the way, they brag about the Elite’s success and next week,
they’ll get to pick their own Wild Card into the Men’s Owen
Hart Tournament so the World Title can come to the team.

Here are the Acclaimed and Billy Gunn for a chat. Caster
refers to the Bucks as the “cucks” and showed how inept they
are at running anything. They’re going to decide when to issue
the challenge for the Tag Team Titles...but here is the Elite
to interrupt. They get right to the point and 1issue the
challenge for a six man tag at Forbidden Door. Gunn says he’s
kind of a big deal and knows a president, so we get a video
from Hiroshi Tanahashi, who says he is coming to Forbidden
Door to fight the Elite. So did Gunn have that video ready
just in case the Elite issued a challenge for a six man?

The Conglomeration is ready to win everything on Sunday, with
Kyle 0’'Reilly calling Zack Sabre Jr. a scalawag. Mark Briscoe
goes into a rant about various horrible things that Sabre Jr.
is like, including Peppa Pig. Orange Cassidy thinks that went
well, which has been the case every time they’ve let Briscoe
go insane.

Mina Shirakawa/Toni Storm/Mariah May vs. Qutcasts/Anna Jay

May is dragged to the entrance by Storm but stays on the stage
to come to the ring with Shirakawa (following a rather snazzy
dance routine). Jay and Shirakawa start things off with the
former sliding down and dancing a bit. Back up and a



springboard kick to the face rocks Jay so it’'s off to May for
some shaking. Cameron comes in for some elbows to the back but
May isn’'t sure who she should tag. Instead she stays in,
allowing Saraya and Jay to pull Storm and Shirakawa to the
floor.

We take a break and come back with May and Cameron grabbing
stereo hair takedowns. Storm comes in and sends Saraya flying
with a German suplex, setting up the hip attack. Shirakawa
tags herself in and everything breaks down, with the Mina
Driver (I think) finishing Cameron at 6:57.

Rating: C+. They are playing the heck out of the triangle deal
here and it’s working well enough. I'm curious to see where
they go on Sunday but odds are they have some kind of a way
out of it. Other than that, I'm a bit relieved that Jay didn’t
take the pin here, as she seemed to be added for little more
than that.

Post match May has the other two toast the champagne. May then
dances with Storm, leaving Shirakawa to grab the champagne
bottle...which hits May by mistake. Storm is not pleased and
seething ensues.

Video on Mercedes Mone vs. Stephanie Vaquer.

Mone 1is here and says it’s funny that Vaquer isn’t. Vaquer
will be wrestling on Collision and Mone will be there too.

Here is the Learning Tree for a chat, with Bryan Keith’s arm
in a sling. They aren’t happy with Keith’s arm being injured,
but Samoa Joe and company has challenged them to a six man
anyway. The Sensei of the Sickos (Chris Jericho that is) has
an idea though, so here is their third man: Minoru Suzuki!

But hang on, as Suzuki says he wants to fight Jericho for the
FTW Title rather than team with him. Jericho said that he
hadn’t watched the video (and that Suzuki was a fellow
Wrestling Observer Newsletter Hall Of Famer). Cue Samoa Joe



and company, with Joe saying this is awkward. Katsuyori
Shibata sums up the situation with his computer saying “this
guy sucks” and the fight is on, with the Learning Tree
bailing.

Zack Sabre Jr. vs. Kyle 0’'Reilly

Orange Cassidy 1is on commentary and Roderick Strong 1is
watching from ringside. They go to the grappling to start
(shocking I know) with O'Reilly flipping over him into a
standoff. Sabre goes after the arm but 0'Reilly is away just
as quickly and we have a standoff. 0’'Reilly takes over on the
mat by cranking on the leg but Sabre slips out and stomps him
down as we take a break.

Back with 0’Reilly striking away until Sabre pulls him into an
abdominal stretch. That's broken up as well so it's time for
O’Reilly to win a strike off. O0'Reilly suplexes him into a
cross armbreaker before switching into an ankle lock. That'’s
broken up so O0'Reilly snaps off a German suplex for the
knockdown. They exchange kicks to the head and then slap it
out until Sabre pulls him into a Disarm-Her for the tap at
10:59.

Rating: B. This was exactly what you would have expected it
was going to be from these two and it went rather well. It was
two guys who are masters at technical wrestling getting to do
their thing for a good while until one of them gave up. Solid
match, though I'm still only so interested in seeing Sabre vs.
Cassidy on Sunday.

Post match Cassidy goes to the ring to check on 0'Reilly as
Sabre’s partners, the Mighty Don’t Kneel, come in. Cue
Tomohiro Ishii to even things out and the villains run off.

Swerve Strickland/Will Ospreay vs. Gates Of Agony

The Gates jump them at the bell and the beating is on in a
hurry. We settle down to Ospreay jumping over Kaun and sending



him flying with a monkey flip. A standing moonsault hits Kaun
and Swerve gets two, only to have to block an accidental big
boot from Ospreay. The distraction lets Liona run both of the
over with a clothesline and we take a break.

Back with Swerve kicking his way up from the mat but Kaun
pulls Ospreay off the apron to break up the tag. Kaun
dropkicks Liona by mistake though and the tag brings Ospreay
in to clean house. The standing shooting star press gets two
on Kaun but he catches Ospreay on top for a super Jackhammer.
Swerve 1is back with a Stomp from the apron to the floor to
take Kaun down. Back in and Ospreay superkicks Swerve by
mistake, leaving Kaun to hit a Pounce for two. Swerve 1is back
up but his boot misses Ospreay (in theory) and hits Liona,
setting up the Oscutter for two more. The Hidden Blade
finishes Liona at 10:08.

Rating: C+. This was about adding more spice to the World
Title match and it worked well enough, or at least as well as
you can get with the Gates being involved. Strickland vs.
Ospreay should be a heck of a match on Sunday, though I'm
worried about how overshadowed it might be. Maybe this match
boosts it up a bit, but they have some work to do.

Post match Ospreay picks up both titles and gets House Called
for his efforts to end the show.

Overall Rating: B-. The show was fine enough but my goodness I
do not care about Forbidden Door and I never can. The show
always winds up being good but the build always comes off as
“and then we have this person and this person and this person
and this person” as guest stars.

It certainly has an audience of some kind, though I can never
bring myself to get interested in this. That was on full
display this week as we have a bunch of people added to the
show at the last minute. Forbidden Door will be good, but I
don’t care for the build and never have. Some of the other



stuff worked well, like the Women’s Title match and the World
Title, but that’s only a portion of a rather long two-plus
hour show.

Results

Los Ingobernables de Japon b. Blackpool Combat Club via DQ
when Moxley used a chair

Jay White b. Rey Fenix — Blade Runner

Mina Shirakawa/Toni Storm/Mariah May b. Outcasts/Anna Jay -
Mina Driver to Cameron

Zack Sabre Jr. b. Kyle 0’'Reilly — Disarm-Her

Swerve Strickland/Will Ospreay b. Gates Of Agony — Hidden
Blade to Liona

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/
http://wrestlingrumors.net/

