NXT — December 7, 2021: After
The Wars

NXT

Date: December 7, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Wade Barrett

We're done with WarGames and all signs would seem to point to
Bron Breakker getting the rematch for the NXT Title at New
Year’'s Evil. That should be the big title change, but there is
still some time to fill on the way there. We’ll start with
this week’s show, which will include the reveal of MSK's
Shaman. Let’s get to it.

Here is WarGames if you need a recap.

We open with a long recap of WarGames.

Von Wagner vs. Kyle O'Reilly

In a cage after Wagner attacked him after their loss at
WarGames. O0’'Reilly jumps him in the aisle to start and Wagner
is in trouble in the corner early on. A running boot in the
corner rocks Wagner again and O0’'Reilly starts working on the
arm. Some forearms to the back of the head keep Wagner down
and some running knees put him down again. Back up and Wagner
knocks him silly with a single shot to take over.

Wagner stomps away against the cage but 0'Reilly grabs the leg
for a kneebar. Since that doesn’t work, Wagner is back with a
running headbutt go the ribs for two. We hit the waistlock to
hold O0'Reilly in place as the fans get behind him anyway.
0'Reilly fights up with some kicks until a clothesline takes
him down again. A powerbomb against the cage is broken up with
a DDT though and we take a break.
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Back with O0’Reilly kicking away and hitting some running
strikes to drive Wagner into the cage. The guillotine choke is
broken up with straight power and they fight to the top with
0’Reilly sending him into the cage for the knockdown. There’s
the top rope knee for two on Wagner, who is back up with a low
blow. The double underhook swinging slam finishes 0’Reilly at
14:18.

Rating: C+. There’s a good chance that this is it for 0'Reilly
and I can’t say I blame him. It is pretty clear that he is not
going to get to do much on his own, as he was put into this
lame team as a way to get Wagner over. That isn’t exactly
interesting, but if 0’Reilly wants out, it’s hard to argue
against him. The match itself was a good showcase for
O'Reilly, even if Wagner shrugged a lot of his offense off and
won anyway.

Post match Wagner ties him in the Tree of Woe, with O0’Reilly’s
face hanging out of the door. A few door slams onto the face
should send 0’'Reilly off to greener pastures in AEW.

We see Johnny Gargano’s post-WarGames promo, where he promised
to tell us his future this week.

Joe Gacy is working to change the name of a show that promotes
exclusivity. For now though, he is ready for Harland to debut
next week.

Here is Bron Breakker to talk about how 2.0 and Black & Gold
went to war at WarGames. Black & Gold is tough as nails but he
pinned NXT Champion Tommaso Ciampa. That makes them 1-1
against each other, so let’s do this one more time for the
title. Cue the Diamond Mine, with Malcolm Bivens calling him
LeBron Breakker.

Bivens talks about how the team was successful at WarGames and
now the weight limit is gone from Roderick Strong’s title.
That means he can face the top talent, including Breakker
himself. Breakker is ready to fight right now but Strong 1is



going to wait for next week. Breakker accepts because he’ll
face anyone to get to Ciampa again. Putting Breakker in the
ring with talented people like Strong makes perfect sense and
is the smart thing to do with him.

Creed Brothers vs. Brooks Jensen/Josh Briqgs

The Grizzled Young Veterans are on commentary and here 1is
Imperium as soon as the bell rings. Jensen takes Julius down
to start and chops away in the corner, setting up an elbow to
the back for two. Briggs gets in his own elbow but it’'s off to
Brutus in a hurry, with a release side slam putting him down
in a hurry.

A double right hand drops Brutus again but he sends Jensen
into the corner to take over. Jensen is tossed outside for a
cheap shot...and the Veterans steal a tag rope. Back in and
Julius grabs a stretch muffler on Jensen, who kicks his way to
freedom. There’s no tag rope though and Briggs can’t tag in,
which matters for all of two seconds as Jensen grabs a rollup
for the pin at 5:46.

Rating: C-. The tag rope thing was different, though I'm not
sure how much of a good thing that is. This Veterans are
thieves thing is getting annoying in a hurry, if nothing else
because I could go for seeing them be their usual awesome
selves instead of whatever this stuff is. Jensen and Briggs
getting a push works too, but just let them do their thing
instead of all these shenanigans.

Von Wagner doesn’t care about Kyle O0’'Reilly because his
WarGames are just beginning. Wagner leaves as Robert Stone
arrives.

Xyon Quinn is ready for Santos Escobar.

Here is Duke Hudson, now with a blond wig. Hudson talks about
how everyone was wrong about his hair cut, because he took
care of things and now has a full head of hair. Cue Cameron



Grimes, so Hudson immediately puts on some head gear. Hudson
accuses Grimes of cheating by pulling the trunks, with Grimes
talking about how they do things a little different where he’s
from. The challenge is issued for one more match with no holds
barred. Hudson is in but bails from the threat of a Cave In.

Jacket Time comes in to see Brooks Jensen and Josh Briggs. The
Grizzled Young Veterans pop up to say Briggs and Jensen only
won because of them, but here are Kayden Carter and Kacy
Catanzaro, offering concert tickets. Jensen and Briggs leave
with them so the Veterans and Jacket Time brawl. Referees
break it up and sleepy Mei Ying pops up with a pillow and
fountain drink.

Grayson Waller hits on a woman outside, but she’s already
going out with LA Knight tonight. Waller swears revenge.

Carmelo Hayes vs. Dexter Lumis

Non-title. Lumis takes Hayes, with his bad ribs, into the
corner to start and fires off some knees. There’s a slam to
stay on the ribs but Trick Williams offers a distraction,
allowing Hayes to..get punched in the face (with the broken
hand that was supposed to keep Lumis out for a month).

Back in and Hayes hits a springboard clothesline before
working on the bad hand. That doesn’t work so well but Lumis
goes after Williams, allowing Hayes to kick him in the face to
take over. Back from a break with Hayes working on the hand
again, with Lumis bothering to sell it this time. The chinlock
goes on for a bit but Hayes spends too much time talking,
allowing Lumis to reverse a suplex. The clothesline comeback
sets up the Silencer but Williams breaks it up for the DQ at
12:43.

Rating: C-. The stuff with Lumis’ hand brought this way down,
as there is only so much you can do when the injury is mostly
ignored. Hayes tried to work on it some but Lumis just blankly
staring and then doing his usual stuff didn’t help. Lumis 1is



likely going to get a title shot now, but firs the needs to
torture Williams a bit first, as that tends to be more of
Lumis’ nature.

MSK has found the Shaman and it’s....Riddle (in a reveal that
makes all the sense in the world but still caught me by
surprise). They sit down in front of some candles and talk
about their history, including how fast they had success.
Riddle talks about the Broserweights (and pays tribute to the
still alive Stallion Pete). He's willing to be there with them
on their way back to success, but now it’s time to open the
bag. More on that later.

Toxic Attraction talks about how they are ready to deal with
things on their own, like real women. Now stop drooling.

Persia Pirotta is glad that Indi Hartwell can have her mind
back on the team. Hartwell says she is committed to the team
but here is Dexter Lumis, with Hartwell jumping into his arms.
Johnny Gargano pops up and is glad to have the family back
together.

Toxic Attraction vs. Yulisa Leon/Valentina Feroz

Non-title. Dolin beats on Leon to start and a cheap shot from
the apron makes it worse. There’s a Cannonball in the corner
and Jayne grabs a chinlock. That’s countered into a running
Samoan drop to rock Jayne though and the hot tag brings in
Feroz for two off a high crossbody, plus a lot of shouting.
Back up and Jayne kicks Feroz in the face for the fast pin at
3:44.

Rating: C-. They kept this short and to the point, as Toxic
Attraction gets a win to regain momentum after Sunday. They’re
still not exactly smooth in the ring but they have enough heat
on them to keep them moving through a match. Leon and Feroz
are not too bad as a low level team and their dancing entrance
suits them well.



Post match Toxic Attraction throws out the challenge to
anyone, so here is Cora Jade, with her arm in a sling. She
talks about pinning Mandy Rose a few weeks back and wants
another shot, but Toxic Attraction has the numbers advantage.
Cue Raquel Gonzalez to clear the ring with a chair.

Tiffany Stratton talks about her time on the United States
gymnastics team. A gold medal is nice, but the Women'’s Title
is better.

Tony D’Angelo is proud of getting Pete Dunne’s mouthpiece at
WarGames. Andre Chase comes in to say D’Angelo should have
followed his game plan but D’Angelo doesn’t want to hear 1it.
The challenge is made and Chase is cut off in mid-response.

Raquel Gonzalez and Cora Fade are ready for Toxic Attraction.
Cue Kay Lee Ray to say she has their backs, along with a bat.

Santos Escobar vs. Xyon Quinn

Quinn chokes him down to start but stoops to look at Elektra
Lopez. The distraction lets Escobar fight up, only to charge
into some elbows to the throat. Quinn is dropped face first
onto the top turnbuckle and some more shots keep Escobar in
trouble. Something from the apron is broken up by a Legado del
Fantasma distraction though and Escobar gets in a cheap shot.
That doesn’t work either though as Quinn knocks him away as we
take a break

Back with Quinn having to fight out of a neck crank and armbar
with straight power. Quinn sends him into the corner for a
running shoulder but Escobar reverses and hits the running
DDT. The Phantom Driver is countered though and Quinn powers
him into the corner. They fight on top and Escobar hits a
super hurricane for the big knockdown. In the crash, Lopez
slips Quinn some brass knuckles, but he throws them to Joaquin
Wilde. The distraction lets Escobar hit the Phantom Driver for
the pin at 10:37.



Rating: C+. Aside from the super hurricane taking a good bit
too long to set up, this was a pretty nice back and forth
match. I'm not sure I would have had Escobar beat Quin, but at
least there was a bit of a distraction finish and the
Lopez/Quin stuff can continue. Quin is still one of the
brighter spots around here and I could see WWE taking a shot
with him in a hurry.

Diamond Mine runs into Carmelo Hayes and Trick Williams in the
back. Hayes wants Roderick Strong so Bivens 1issues the
challenge. Hayes says Strong isn’t the A Champion and leaves,
with Bivens not being happy.

Boa doesn’t like Edris Enofe so they’ll fight next week.

Here is a rather sad looking Johnny Gargano for a chat.
Gargano talks about how “Heartbreak” told him he could have as
long as he wants and London Has Fallen is on next anyway.
Gargano: “I was always a La Femme Nikita guy myself.” He talks
about how he has never had the best promos or skills but the
fans have always been here for him. Back in 2015, he showed up
at a tryout and was told he would never be in NXT.

William Regal saw something in him though and he got a dark
match against Apollo Crews. The fans cheered him so hard that
they kept bringing him back, and now here he is. The fans
chant for Gargano, who talks about every single person in the
back who has helped him, including listing off a bunch of
coaches.

Change can be scary, but sometimes it needs to happen. Gargano
isn’t sure what is next, but he’s starting a new job as a dad
in February. His son is going to watch this back one day and
thank you all...and here is Grayson Waller to jump him with a
chair. The beatdown 1is on and Gargano is sent into various
things, setting up a hard powerbomb through the announcers’
table. I'm guessing it's paternity leave and then the big
comeback match with Waller.



Overall Rating: C+. This was a show where the good stuff was
enough to carry the show over the weaker parts. There are
still a lot of things that need to be adjusted, but you can
also see a bunch of things starting to come together around
here. I'm curious to see how they all go, but this show 1is
about as week to week as you can get these days. For this one
though, not bad and that'’s nice to see for a change.

Results

Von Wagner b. Kyle 0’'Reilly — Double underhook spinning slam
Brooks Jensen/Josh Briggs b. Creed Brothers — Rollup to Julius
Dexter Lumis b. Carmelo Hayes via DQ when Trick Williams
interfered

Toxic Attraction b. Yulisa Leon/Valentina Feroz — Kick to
Feroz

Santos Escobar b. Xyon Quinn — Phantom Driver

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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NXT - November 9, 2021:
Seesaw Show, Back And Forth

NXT

Date: November 9, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Beth Phoenix, Wade Barrett, Vic Joseph

We’'re back with more of this show and I'm not exactly sure
what that means. 0dds are it means more Toxic Attraction
though, as the trio has been all over the show almost every
single week as of late. Throw in more of the usual suspects
and this hasn’t been the most thrilling time in NXT in recent
memory. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Kayden Carter/Io Shirai/Kacy Catanzaro vs. Toxic Attraction

They're starting fast this time. Rose hammers on Carter to
start and it’'s quickly off to Dolin for more of the same.
Carter fights up and brings in Shirai to take Jayne down by
the leg. Catanzaro’s sliding trip takes Jayne down and a
slingshot flip dive gets two. Jayne takes her into the corner
though and it’s Rose coming back in, only to be sent outside
for a slingshot corkscrew dive. Carter dives onto Rose and
Dolin but Rose cuts off Shirai’s dive.

We take a break and come back with Rose chinlocking Catanzaro
while holding a bodyscissors. That'’s broken up and the tag
brings in Shirai, who gets to take over for a bit. The Moon
Over Moonsault connects on Rose as everything breaks down.
Carter comes in as well and everything breaks down, with a
brawl breaking out on the floor. The distraction lets Dolin
pull Carter off the top and grab an abdominal stretch rollup
for the pin at 12:05.
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Rating: C. This could have been a lot worse and the fans were
into it. That's more than you can say for a lot of things
around here so maybe they are making some progress. I’'m not
sure who is next for Toxic Attraction, but it is pretty clear
that they are going to be a thing for a good while on this
show.

Pete Dunne doesn’t think much of Tony D’Angelo and he can come
get a fight if he wants one. Trick Williams and Carmelo Hayes
come in, with Williams saying a bunch of stuff that Dunne
doesn’t understand. The result seems to be Dunne vs. Hayes for
tonight.

MSK is walking to find whoever they’re looking for and finally
get there...but the person has moved. They look up the new
address, which is 420 miles away. First, they need a change of
clothes and a shower, but they’'re flying, with references to
the Mile High Club. I'm assuming this is just a way to get the
team away from the rather annoying NXT fans, which is rather
sad if that’s the case.

Kay Lee Ray vs. Sarray

Ray walks through Toxic Attraction, who are still here for
some reason. Ray knocks her down to start and hits a big
forearm to the face. Sarray reverses a whip into the corner
but misses a charge. Back up and Sarray pulls her to the mat
for a nasty pull on the leg, only to have Ray make the rope. A
fisherman’s suplex gives Sarray two but she misses the running
dropkick in the ropes. They head outside with Ray hitting the
KLR Bomb onto the announcers’ table. Back in and another KLR
Bomb gives Ray the pin at 4:50.

Rating: C-. Pretty quick match here but the main idea was to
get Ray back in the ring and winning a match. Ray has all of
the potential in the world and it would be great to see her
getting to do something more important around here. As for
Sarray..I'm still not sure what went wrong but she isn’t



looking to be the next big thing around here anytime soon.

Joe Gacy has requested a match with Boa to help him, because
he sees the shame Boa carries. He also wants Harland to reach
out his hand because he’s doing this for the two of them.

We see some clips of Bron Breakker on the UK tour, where he
learned a lot and is ready to take the NXT Title.

Boa vs. Joe Gacy

Gacy knocks him down to start and scores with some shots to
the face, setting up a suplex for two. Boa gets a boot up in
the corner though...and we’ve got some flickering lights. They
seem to recharge Boa, who cokes Gacy into the ropes and that'’s
a DQ at 3:27.

Rating: D+. So the guy who is subject to a thousand year old
witch just got recharged by a red light and choked the woke
guy for a DQ. This is one of those situations where you can
see just how screwy the whole NXT 2.0 is, but at least the
match was short. Nothing to see here, but the Boa attempts
continue.

We look at the formation of Jacket Time (Ikemen Jiro/Kushida),
which has the Diamond Mine annoyed. It’s time to dominate.

Grayson Waller interrupts Solo Sikoa's interview but here 1is
LA Knight to annoy both of them. Sikoa wants this settled
tonight.

Jacket Time vs. Creed Brothers

Barrett: “Jacket Time is the worst tag team name I have ever
heard.” Joseph: “Worse than the Corre with two r’s?” Barrett
mutters. Brutus takes Jiro down to start and Jiro’s running
shoulder doesn’t make much different. Kushida comes in and 1is
quickly powerslammed and suplexed, but he comes back with a
double handspring elbow.



Back with Kushida coming in off the hot tag (see how easy it
can be to come back with energy) and house being cleaned. Jiro
comes back in with a Swanton for two on Julius but the Ikemen
Slice misses. Julius rips off Jiro’s jacket, allowing Roderick
Strong to pull Jiro outside. Back in and Julius hits a
gutwrench powerbomb for the pin on Jiro at 7:45.

Rating: C. I can’t get my head around the name Jacket Time,
but at least the match went as it should have. The Creed
Brothers could be something special and that means they
shouldn’t be losing a match like this. Thankfully NXT seems to
know they have something there and if that’'s the case then
everything should work out for them.

Post match, 0dyssey Jones runs in and helps clean house.

Toxic Attraction isn’t losing their titles anytime soon.
Raquel Gonzalez rides up on a motorcycle and says keep her
title warm for her.

Gonzalez rides into the arena and says she wants Dakota Kai
out here right now. Cue a kind of unhinged Kai to say it felt
good to hit her with a shovel, but here is Cora Jade for the
pull apart brawl.

Andre Chase’s lesson of the day is Mental Toughness. One
student asks about Chase messing up last week so another
defends him, with Chase yelling a lot.

The Grizzled Young Veterans distract a food delivery driver
and steal his meals, saying they can use this to distract a
referee too. Remember when they were loudmouthed heels who
were good in the ring and could get crowd hating them after
about thirty seconds on a microphone? That’s not good enough
around here apparently.

Cameron Grimes vs. Ru Feng

Feng goes right after Grimes to start and stomps away. Cue



Duke Hudson to watch as Grimes fights back and knocks Feng
into the corner. The Cave In finishes for Grimes at 1:40.

Post match Hudson gets in the ring and demands to know how
Grimes was so good last week. Grimes says he won and thinks
it’s funny but Grimes calls him an ugly hick who lives under a
bridge. That doesn’t seem to bother Grimes, who says he holds
it down everywhere. Hudson doesn’t accept that and the
challenge is on for next week..in a poker showdown. Deal.

Solo Sikoa vs. LA Knight vs. Grayson Waller

Sikoa punches Knight into the corner to start but some double
teaming puts him in trouble. That doesn’t last long as Sikoa
clotheslines both of them but gets punched in the face by
Waller. Knight gets sent outside, only to come back in and
breaks up Sikoa’s suplex on Waller. A double suplex puts Sikoa
down but he counters a double superplex attempt into a double
powerbomb. Sikoa hits a running hip attack in the corner on
Waller but misses one on Knight. Waller is sent outside but
runs back in for the Stunner on Knight. Sikoa sends him
outside though and the Superfly Splash finishes Knight at
5:05.

Rating: C. I'm not big on this kind of match as they had three
people hitting each other until the right one won. Sikoa 1is
someone who 1is going to wind up as a force around here and I'm
curious to see where he goes. Knight still has star power and
I don’t think a loss like this is going to hut him all that
much.

Indi Hartwell and Persia Pirrotta are annoyed at not winning
the Women’'s Tag Team Titles. This sends Hartwell into another
speech about how much she loves her husband but Tony D’Angelo
interrupts. He’ll see Dexter next week but for now, he hands
Indi a dead fish and Persia gets some money.

Tommaso Ciampa was on the UK tour as well and is ready to beat
Bron Breakker again.



Elektra Lopez vs. Erica Yan

Lopez runs her over to start and hits a snap suplex, followed
by a sitout powerbomb for the pin at 1:24. Total squash.

Post match Legado del Fantasma calls out Xyon Quinn, who 1is
right here to join the festivities. Lopez says Quinn turned a
lot of heads last week so the offer to join is tossed out.
Quinn thinks she 1s amazing but he isn’t down with the team.
Legado goes after him and gets tossed outside in a hurry.
Lopez’s slaps are blocked and Quinn pulls her to him, which
she doesn’t seem to mind. The intrigued staredown ensues and
Lopez holds Legado back.

Takeover WarGames is on December 5. And who in the world is
supposed to be in that?7??

Kyle 0’'Reilly isn’t sure what to do with his future, but he
thinks he and Von Wagner are a special team (no, they aren’t)
and they should go after the Tag Team Titles. Imperium pops up
but so does Wagner for the showdown.

Pete Dunne vs. Carmelo Hayes

Non-title and Trick Williams is here with Hayes. Dunne jumps
Hayes in the corner to start and stomps away in a hurry. It's
already time to work on Hayes'’ fingers but he flips over Dunne
and hits a springboard clothesline. Dunne sends him outside
and slingshots out to grab Hayes’ arm, setting up the X Plex
onto the apron. Cue Dexter Lumis to grab a headset and stare
Williams down as we take a break.

Back with Dunne fighting out of an armbar but walking into a
Codebreaker (for a big flipping bump) and a near fall. Dunne
is back with a quick forearm to knock Hayes out of the air but
what looks to be the X Plex is reversed into a twisting
suplex. Hayes gets creative by trying the Gargano Escape but
Dunne escapes that as well. Hold on though as Williams tries
some interference, only to be taken out by Lumis. The



distraction lets a gloved hand grab Hayes’ foot. That’s enough
for the Bitter End to finish Hayes at 12:35.

Rating: C+. Thank goodness we’'re starting to get champions
losing in non-title matches around here as that was one of the
main roster tropes that hadn’t made its way down here yet.
Dunne vs. Hayes could be good on Takeover, but I don’t needs
more of this 50/50 stuff. Or the “mysterious” hand popping up
for that matter.

It was Johnny Gargano, in Dexter Lumis gear.

Overall Rating: C. The main word I would use to describe
tonight is indifferent. The show had its up and down moments,
but the biggest problem was that when things would get going,
some goofy concept would come up and suck the energy out of
the whole thing. As a result, the whole show felt like it was
just kind of there all night, with little reason to get
invested into almost anything they were doing. Takeover seems
to be a stretch at this point, with WarGames (especially minus
William Regal to announce it) being even harder to reach. The
show could work, but that’s a far cry from what used to be a
layup around here.

Results

Toxic Attraction b. Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter/Io Shirai —
Abdominal stretch cradle to Carter

Kay Lee Ray b. Sarray — KLR Bomb

Joe Gacy b. Boa via DQ when Boa choked in the ropes

Creed Brothers b. Jacket Time — Gutwrench sitout powerbomb
Cameron Grimes b. Ru Feng — Cave In

Solo Sikoa b. LA Knight and Grayson Waller — Superfly Splash
to Knight

Elektra Lopez b. Erica Yan — Sitout powerbomb

Pete Dunne b. Carmelo Hayes — Bitter End



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

NXT — October 19, 2021: Rapid
Fire Time

NXT

Date: October 19, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Wade Barrett

Things got a bit more intense at the end of last week’s show
as Carmelo Hayes cashed in his Breakout Tournament contract to
become the new North American Champion. 0dds are we'’ll deal
with some fallout, plus we have Halloween Havoc coming up next
week. That might mean some spinning the wheel and making the
deal so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here are Trick Williams and Carmelo Hayes to celebrate Hayes
winning the North American Title last week. They aren’t
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humble, so tonight is the start of the Mellowbration, which
seems to please the fans. Hayes talks about how great he is
and says that he is holding this title, which is now the A
title, for a long time.

Cue Johnny Gargano, who says that he has been busy as of late,
but now Candice LeRae is off pregnant and Austin Theory is on
Raw, so now it’s time for him to get back in the ring. Gargano
issues the challenge, but Trick says that Indi Hartwell has
been in their DM’s all week. With that, Dexter Lumis pops up
behind them and the Way clears the ring. Lumis scares Williams
and Gargano is left looking at the North American Title.
Gargano and Lumis share a thumbs up as Gargano holds up the
title.

0dyssey Jones vs. Andre Chase

Chase dedicates his win to the student section. We start with
an ODYSSEY chant as Jones shoves him down with ease to start.
Chase realizes that isn’t going to work so he starts kicking
at the legs to take Jones down. The double stomp puts Jones in
trouble and there’s a short DDT for two. Jones isn’t having
that and shoves Chase away, setting up a big slam and splash
for the pin at 2:54.

Malcolm Bivens wants the Creed Brothers to get a chance.

Creed Brothers vs. Imperium

The rest of the Diamond Mine is here with the Brothers.
Barthel takes Brutus down to start but Brutus pops up with a
belly to belly to escape. Back up and a heck of a big boot
cuts Brutus down so it’s off to Julius, who gets hit in the
face. Hold on though as Roderick Strong gets in a quick
distraction, allowing Julius to plant Barthel and take over.

The chinlock brings Barthel back to life and it’'s off to
Aichner to start cleaning house. A cheap shot takes Aichner
down so Barthel comes back in, only to dive into a gutwrench



powerbomb for two. Cue Kushida and Ikemen Jiro to go after the
Diamond Mine though, allowing Barthel to grab a rollup for the
pin at 5:39.

Rating: C. I'm really not sure I would be having the Creed
Brothers taking falls for a long time, though at least it
wasn’t clean. Imperium 1is probably getting the Tag Team Title
shot against MSK sooner than later, likely at Halloween Havoc.
Not the most exciting match, but they hit each other hard and
it was an interesting pairing.

Post match the Diamond Mine and Kushida/Ikemen Jiro go to the
back, allowing MSK to come in and jump Imperium, again drawing
the ire of the fans. MSK clears the ring and challenges
Imperium for the Tag Team Title match next week.

Kyle 0’'Reilly was supposed to meet Von Wagner for a bike ride
but Wagner didn’t bring a bike. Instead they go to the woods
and work out with large pieces of wood/in the trees. Beers are
consumed.

Joe Gacy doesn’t like violence or people who make any micro
aggression. He will speak for us as a coalition and we will be
stronger together. Gacy extends his hand and here 1is Harland
to put his hand there too, with Gacy calling him little
snowflake.

Here is Legado del Fantasma for a chat. The first words Santos
Escobar ever heard in this business were “may God always bless
you with luck”, which was always the case, at least until last
week. Carmelo Hayes is a lucky son of a ***** but Escobar and
Lady Luck are going to find him. Elektra Lopez 1is about to
speak but Cora Jade and her skateboard interrupt.

Elektra Lopez vs. Cora Jade

The bigger Lopez powers her into the corner to start and whips
Jade hard into another corner. A toss out of said corner has
Jade in more trouble as this has been one sided so far. Then



Jade grabs a small package for the pin at 1:47, though Lopez
seemed to be out a good bit before the pin.

Bron Breakker tells Tommaso Ciampa to watch himself in their
tag match tonight. Ciampa says he’s going to follow Breakker’s
lead.

Grayson Waller thinks he should host Halloween Havoc.
LA Knight thinks he should host Halloween Havoc.

Io Shirai vs. Persia Pirotta vs. Jacy Jayne

The winner gets to spin the wheel for next week’s Women’s Tag
Team Title match. It’'s a three way slap off to start until
Pirotta clotheslines both of them down. Shirai isn’t having
that and dropkicks Pirotta down for two as the fans are WAY
behind Shirai here. Pirotta is back up to suplex both of them
before throwing Jayne in a fireman’s carry. That’s broken up
by Shirai’s dropkick, sending Jayne into a Samoan drop.

With Pirotta sent outside, Jayne tries a suicide dive but gets
her feet caught in the ropes and faceplants on the floor for a
SCARY crash. Pirotta immediately checks on her and Shirai adds
a moonsault to send us to a break. Back with Jayne gone (as
she should be after that landing) and Pirotta kicking Shirai
in the face for two. A hard clothesline gets the same but
Shirai tries a comeback.

That’'s cut off with a Batista Bomb to give Pirotta two more
but a kick to the head puts her into the ropes. There’s the
619 into a springboard (with a bit of a slip) missile dropkick
to give Shirai two. We hit the Crossface on Pirotta but she
powers out, only to get caught in a German suplex. The Moon
Over Moonsault finishes Pirotta (ignore Shirai’s shoulders
being down too) at 11:21.

Rating: C-. This was a hard one to rate as they had to shake
everything up due to the injury. Shirai had to put in some



effort to beat Pirotta in a glorified singles match, which 1is
about how it should have been. Pirotta is brand new around
here and shouldn’t be beating a former Women’s Champion on her
own. Hopefully Jayne is ok though, as that was a terrifying
landing.

Post match, we spin the wheel and it’s going to be a ladder
match. Jayne got hurt in a regular match and you want her in a
ladder match?

Legado del Fantasma has beaten up Trey Baxter while Cora Jade
had to watch. Josh Briggs and Brooks Jensen made the save.

Tony D’Angelo knows everyone is talking about him and it’s
time for him to do it again.

Solo Sikoa is still coming.

Ikemen Jiro and Kushida are ready to go back to the future.
The lights turn blue for some reason.

Tony D’Angelo vs. Ru Feng

D’Angelo grabs a headlock to start and, after shrugging off a
kick to the face, elbows Feng down. A short arm clothesline
sets up a northern lights suplex, rolled into a fisherman’s
neckbreaker to give D’Angelo the pin at 1:47.

Post match D’Angelo is questioned about Lash Legend’s producer
missing so he pays off the interviewer and says forgetaboutit.

We’'re in Duke Hudson’s Poker Room where we can hear Hudson’s
thoughts about his hand. Hudson wins, then wins again.

Legado del Fantasma has jumped Brooks Jensen and Josh Briggs
before their tag match.

Legado del Fantasma vs. Josh Briggs/Brooke Jensen

Joined in progress with the rest of Legado at ringside. Jensen
fights back against Mendoza and hands it off to Briggs to send



him flying. Elektra Lopez distracts the referee though and
Santos Escobar gets in a cheap shot so Wilde can take over.
Briggs gets send into the corner for some running clotheslines
from both of them, setting up a double slam to plant Briggs
again.

Back up and Briggs manages to toss Mendoza outside and kicks
Wilde away, allowing the diving tag to bring Jensen in.
Everything breaks down and a powerslam puts Wilde down for
two. A backdrop makes it worse for Wilde but Jensen heads
outside to deck Escobar. The distraction lets Mendoza jump
Jensen from behind though, setting up the Russian
legsweep/running kick to the face to give Wilde the pin at
5:17.

Rating: C. Briggs and Jensen are an easy gimmick to understand
and what they’re doing works rather well, though I'm not sure
if they make sense as good guys. Big bar fighters scream heels
most of the time, but it’s not like this has been a terrible
thing. They can fight in anywhere and they do look the part,
so maybe we’'re on to something with them, despite a loss here.

Video on Mandy Rose vs. Raquel Gonzalez for the Women'’s Title
next week. Gonzalez wants to be champion for the competition
while Rose wants to be champion because it makes her look
better.

The mystery man is still in the graveyard, with a broken
mirror, playing cards and a WWE chair. Whoever it is debuts
next week.

Trick Williams and Carmelo Hayes are looking for the North
American Title. They search through Ikemen Jiro’s locker
(Williams: “HOW MANY JACKETS DOES THIS GUY HAVE???"”) but find
a drawing from Dexter Lumis. It’s an invitation to an open
haunted house next week, though Williams is a bit scared.
Hayes wants his title back.

LA Knight vs. Grayson Waller



The winner is the Halloween Havoc host. Waller rolls him up
for two to start but Knight cuts off a jump in the corner. The
chinlock goes on but the fans get behind Waller again. Waller
tries to fight up and hits the jumping Stunner, only to have
Knight hit him in the face. Blunt Force Trauma makes Knight
the host at 2:45.

Halloween Havoc rundown.

Tommaso Ciampa/Bron Breakker vs. Grizzled Young Veterans

Drake headlocks Breakker to start but gets taken down with a
shoulder. Breakker tells Drake to try his own running
shoulder, which does not go well for Drake. With Drake 1in
trouble, Ciampa tags himself in, much to Breakker’s annoyance.
Ciampa scores with a series of running clotheslines, including
a double clothesline to put both Veterans down.

Back with the Veterans working over Ciampa’s arm and cutting
off a comeback attempt in a hurry. A double shot to the face
doesn’t do much good though as Ciampa chops right back. Drake
Downward Spirals Ciampa into the Kofi Clutch but Ciampa slips
out. That's fine with Drake, who pulls on his beard like a
real villain.

Ciampa fights up and smacks Breakker for the tag, meaning it’s
time to clean house. Breakker isn’t happy with that and teases
clotheslining Ciampa but takes Drake down instead. The straps
come down but the Breakker Recliner is broke up by Gibson.
That'’s fine with Breakker, who clears Gibson out and hits the
gorilla press powerslam for the pin on Drake at 10:59.

Rating; C+. Remember all those times when WWE has people who
are about to face each other in a big match team up and beat
an established team while teasing tension? Well this is the
most recent version, as this was every tired, worn out version
of the same idea that we have seen forever now. I wasn’t
interested when it was announced and I was bored while it was
going on, as it just isn’t that interesting of an idea. The



match itself was completely fine due to the talent involved,
but can we please retire this idea already?

Breakker yells at Ciampa and wants him to come back in to end.
Ciampa joins him in the ring for the staredown to end the
show.

Overall Rating: C. I'm really not sure what to think about
this one, as it did feel like a big hype show for Halloween
Havoc, but nothing stood out whatsoever. They have done a good
job of cutting back on the rapid fire debuts and new
characters, but at the same time they have cut back on
anything being overly interesting. Next week should be better
as NXT knows how to do big shows, though I'm not sure how much
interest they are going to be able to bring. This was another
one sized fits all show, with almost everything being right in
the middle or at least pretty close to it. That'’s good in a
way, but it’s not the most exciting.

Results

Odyssey Jones b. Andre Chase — Splash

Imperium b. Creed Brothers — Rollup to Julius

Cora Jade b. Elektra Lopez — Small package

Io Shirai b. Persia Pirotta and Jacy Jayne — Moon Over
Moonsault to Pirotta

Tony D’Angelo b. Ru Feng — Fisherman’s neckbreaker

Legado del Fantasma b. Brooks Jensen/Josh Briggs — Russian
legsweep/running boot combination to Jensen

LA Knight b. Grayson Waller — Blunt Force Trauma

Tommaso Ciampa/Bron Breakker b. Grizzled Young Veterans -
Gorilla press powerslam to Drake

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

205 Live — October 8, 2021:
The New Creed

205 Live

Date: October 8, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Nigel McGuinness, Vic Joseph

I'm starting to like this show a bit more than I ever thought
I would, as they have gotten into a bit more of a rhythm. You
can almost bet on a women’s match, a cruiserweight match and
an NXT midcard match. That’s not a bad way to go and the fact
that it is done in about half an hour makes it even better.
Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Amari Miller vs. Sarray

Miller grabs a wristlock to start but Sarray spins her over
into one of her own. Sarray pulls it to the mat for a cross
armbreaker but Miller fights up. A heck of a clothesline drops
Sarray for two and we hit the chinlock. Back up and Miller
scores with a spinning kick to the face for two, setting up an
STO for the same. Sarray has had it with this though and comes
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back with the running dropkick against the ropes for the pin
at 4:43.

Rating: C. I'm not sure what happened to Sarray but she has
gone from the next prospect to being lucky to pop up on 205
Live. It’s almost like there was a total regime change and
Sarray was lost in the shuffle. Or the women’s division is a
complete afterthought these days unless you’re a model or a
giant.

Creed Brothers vs. Demetri Jackson/Andrew Lockhart

Brutus powers Lockhart into the corner to start and then takes
him down without much effort. A delayed butterfly suplex drops
Lockhart again and Jackson gets pulled over the apron with a
suplex of his own. Julius slaps Brutus as a tag and it’s
another suplex into the basement lariat to finish Jackson at
3:07.

Rating: C. This was worth a bit more than most of the matches
you see around here, as the Creed Brothers are a rather
impressive team. Above all else, they feel real and you get
the idea that they are going for every single time. The
Diamond Mine is getting better every week and I like the idea
of the whole group more and more every time.

Post match, Malcolm Bivens says the Diamond Mine challenges
any group on any roster to come have the big money match.

Trey Baxter vs. Grayson Waller

Feeling out process to start with Baxter taking him down for
an early riding. Waller is let up and gives Baxter a bit of
applause, only to get headscissored down. A basement dropkick
gives Baxter one, leaving Baxter confused. Waller is back up
with a side slam and backbreaker, followed by a suplex for
two.

The double arm crank keeps Baxter in trouble but he flips out



in a hurry. Waller scores with a spear into a leglock chinlock
but Baxter makes the rope. Baxter flips up for a DDT and
Waller is sent outside for a running flip dive. Back in and
Baxter tries a rollup, only to get reversed into another one
to give Waller the pin at 7:27.

Rating: C+. Definitely the best thing on the show, with the
extra time helping a good bit. Waller is someone they seem
interested in pushing, even slightly, and Baxter already has a
story. That is more than a lot of people are going to be
getting in NXT and they were able to have a snazzy match here.

Overall Rating: C+. This worked far better because of the
overall presentation. The show felt like the NXT supplemental
show, as things are starting to come together. I like what
they’re doing here, as the extra star power helps a lot. Give
us more of this every week and the show is instantly better
than just about anything that has taken place on 205 live in
years.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

NXT — September 14, 2021: New
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And...That’'s All I’ve Got

NXT

Date: September 14, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Beth Phoenix, Vic Joseph, Wade Barrett

We have arrived as it is time for the all new NXT, featuring a
lot of the same people and whatever angles need to be wrapped
up. I'm almost terrified of what this is going to include as
the usual suspects from Raw are in charge. We have a wedding
and a vacant World Title to fill though so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a quick recap of Samoa Joe vacating the NXT Title
and the setup of the four way for the vacant championship.

Tommaso Ciampa doesn’t care which NXT it is because he’ll be
champion.

Pete Dunne thinks it is time for a Bruiserweight Champion.

Kyle 0’'Reilly is ready to achieve a goal sixteen years in the
making.

LA Knight knows Samoa Joe was scared of him and now three men
are stuck in the same spot. Someone named Bron Breaker (better
known as Bronson Rechsteiner) comes up to Knight and says he
wants a chance to prove himself. Knight tells him to go out
there and take a beating in a few minutes.

The arena and set are far brighter and the setup makes it look
FAR bigger. The seats wrap around the ring for a unique look.
It’s actually quite the improvement.

LA Knight vs. Bron Breaker

Breaker shoulders and clotheslines Knight down and some
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suplexes have Knight in the corner. Commentary says Breaker
has a Dog Faced Gremlin mentality for the first Steiner
reference. Knight is back with a clothesline and the jumping
neckbreaker out of the corner puts Breaker in more trouble.
Some running shoulders have Knight back in trouble as we hear
about Breaker’s resume. Not his family history or anything,
but he did play football. Knight gets gorilla pressed into a
powerslam for the clean pin at 3:42.

Rating: C-. So I guess they’'re starting with the rapid fire
changes, as Breaker 1s suddenly thrown right into the
spotlight. I'm still stunned that they didn’t directly say
he’s a Steiner, but I guess that might be too much pressure?
Either way, quite the surprise for the first match, but it
doesn’t do Knight much good.

Post break, Breaker gets congratulated by a bunch of unnamed
wrestlers.

Imperium vs. Brooks Jensen/Josh Briggs

Jensen powerslams Aichner to start so it’s off to Barthel, who
grabs an armbar on Briggs. That’s fine with Briggs, who powers
his way out in a hurry. Barthel strikes away but can’t get in
a suplex. Instead he hits a running kick to the chest but
Briggs tosses him away without much effort. It’s back to
Jensen to clean house but Briggs gets knocked outside. The
Imperial Bomb finishes Jensen at 3:18.

Rating: C. I can go for some new names being showcased, but I
could go for less of Imperium. They have every bit of the in-
ring acumen but egads they are incredibly dry. I know that’s
kind of the point, though it doesn’t make things much better.
Briggs continues to have something there, but it hasn’t quite
broken out yet.

Hit Row talks about how fabulous B Fab really is. She has
trained with the best and now she is ready for her win.



B Fab vs. Katrina Cortez

Fab kicks her away and shrugs off Cortez’s comeback. A big
kick to the face in the corner rocks Cortez and it’s a
neckbreaker for the pin at 1:14. They weren’t out there very
long and didn’t look great while they were.

B Fab doesn’t think much of Elektra Lopez getting involved in
their business so here is Legado del Fantasma to interrupt.
Lopez and B Fab insult each other with various threats..and
we're just done with that.

Odyssey Jones and Cameron Grimes are trying to cheer up Johnny
Gargano when Austin Theory returns. He even has a surprise:
you can’t have a wedding without a priest, so here is DAMIAN
Priest to say the bar must be open. Grimes has the drinks
covered and Theory and Gargano hug. The matching Dexter Lumis
costumes help a lot.

Here is Carmelo Hayes, with Trick Williams (whoever that 1is)
for a chat. After a break, Hayes talks about winning the
Breakout Tournament three weeks ago. You aren’t going to catch
him off guard again so he called Williams, who insisted he was
bout it bout it. Now Williams 1is going to be everywhere Hayes
goes because he has the gift of the gab and the gift of the
jab. Hayes is great, but Williams has a bone to pick with him.
Williams describes being bout it bout it and Hayes says it is
hard to be good and humble. When he shoots he doesn’t miss,
but if he chooses to pass, Williams will see it.

Duke Hudson comes out for his match and says Hayes got lucky
in the Breakout Tournament. Williams comes in and hits a
cyclone boot to Hudson’'s face. The beating is on and Hayes
joins in. Some double teaming leaves Hudson laying. I have no
idea what they said or what this was supposed to be.

Gigi Dolin and Jayce Jane compliment the NEW Mandy Rose, whose
face we don’t see.



Kayden Carter/Kacy Catanzaro vs. Gigi Dolin/Jayce Jane

It’s a brawl to start with Catanzaro dropkicking Jane to the
floor so Carter can run Dolin over. A double arm crank has
Dolin in trouble as we go split screen to see Pete Dunne and
Ridge Holland taking out Kyle O0’Reilly. Dolin gets armdragged
into the corner for the tag to Jane. That’s fine with Carter,
who hits her in the face from the apron. The 450/neckbreaker
combination is loaded up but Mandy Rose, in a hoodie, comes in
for the DQ at 1:57.

Post match the beatdown is on and Mandy is...a brunette. Sarray
comes in for the save and clears the ring in a hurry.

Sarray/Kayden Carter/Kacy Catanzaro vs. Gigi Dolin/Jayce
Jane/Mandy Rose

We’'re joined in progress with Sarray hitting a missile
dropkick on Dolin and a fisherman’s suplex gets two. It’s off
to Carter for a dropkick into a backsplash and Catanzaro comes
in, only to fall for a distractions o she gets caught in the
wrong corner. Mandy forearms her in the back and hits a slam
for two.

A bodyscissors sets up a suplex for two and it’s back to Jane
to keep Kacy in trouble. Not that it matters as Kacy slips
through some legs and brings in Carter to clean house. The
basement superkicks drops Jane and everything breaks down.
That means the Rose vs. Sarray showdown until Carter
superkicks Mandy for two. Rose is back up with a jumping knee
to Carter’s face for the pin at 6:12.

Rating: C-. So that happened, as Blonde Bombshell Mandy Rose
is now Evil Brunette Bombshell Mandy Rose. I don’t know how
much of a difference that makes but I'm kind of digging the
heel trio. There is something there, though it might need a
bit more of an explanation of what it actually is.

The bridal party is getting ready.



William Regal announces that O0’Reilly 1is out of the way
and....Von Wagoner will take his place. You're not supposed to
know who that 1is.

Ridge Holland vs. Drake Maverick

Holland throws him around to start and runs him over with
ease. Some forearms across the face keep Maverick down and
more forearms keep up the pain. Northern Grit finishes
Maverick at 1:48. Total squash.

Tommaso Ciampa talks about how everyone is coming for the
title and that is why we are here. It has been 908 days since
he held Goldie and tonight he gets his redemption.

Tony Dangerfield is a former ALl American Greco Roman wrestler
and he’s coming to nXT.

Creed Brothers vs. ???//???

Brutus starts fast and shoves one of them over the top and out
to the floor. Back in and Brutus drives them into the corner
and Julius comes in sans tag. After the double teaming, Brutus
plants the first one again before a slap brings Julius back in
for a suplex. Julius makes one opponent tag the other and a
dropkick just fires Julius up. A spinebuster plants the first
one and a basement clothesline is good for the pin at 2:50.
Total dominance and they have something with the Creed
Brothers.

Post match Malcolm Bivens brags about the Diamond Mine'’s
success and introduces the newest member of the team: Ivy
Nile. She’s in great shape and hasn’t had a carb in sixteen
years. Cue Kushida to say he is ready for Roderick Strong and
the Cruiserweight Title match is set for next week.

NXT Title: Von Wagoner vs. Pete Dunne vs. LA Knight vs.

Tommaso Ciampa

One fall for the vacant title. It’s a big brawl to star with



Wagoner clearing most of the ring until Knight gets to clean
house. Dunne is back in to work on Wagoner’s arm and it’s time
for the showdown with Ciampa. That means an armbar into a
stomp to Ciampa’s arm until Knight breaks that up. A
clothesline sends Knight outside though and the brawl is on
again. Wagoner comes in and cleans house as we take a break.

Back with the brawling continuing with Ciampa hitting the
running strikes in the corner. The double clothesline takes
down Dunne and Knight but Wagoner blocks the Fairy Tale
Ending. Knight scores with Blunt Force Trauma for two. Another
one sends Dunne outside but Ciampa scores with Willow’s Bell
for two, as Dunne makes another save. Ciampa hits the running
corkscrew dive onto everyone else and is the only one left
standing. Back in and Dunne snaps Ciampa’s fingers, setting up
the Bitter End. Knight tries to steal the pin but Wagoner cuts
him off with an Angle Slam for a very close two.

Dunne and Ciampa take Wagoner and Knight out and the big
slugout is on. A German suplex sends Ciampa outside and Dunne
goes up top, only to have Knight grab a top rope superplex to
bring him back down. Wagoner hits a double underhook slam for
two on Knight with Ciampa making the save. The Fairy Tale
Ending to Knight gives Ciampa the title back at 10:36.

Rating: B. This was all action and that’s what you need for
the title match. It didn’t feel like an epic title win, but
Ciampa is about as solid of a choice for the title as you can
have. I was convinced that Wagoner was actually going to get
the title, but at least they went with something that made
sense. There are all kinds of ways to go for the first title
feud too so this is a safe and smart choice.

Ciampa is rather happy to have won the title.
Video on Indi Hartwell and Dexter Lumis’ road to the altar.

It's time for the wedding, with wrestlers in the wedding
party. Indi Hartwell comes to the ring and Johnny Gargano



gives her away, though only after he lists off his resume.
Gargano asks if Austin Theory has the rings, with Theory
saying they’re in a ring. Ikemen Jiro has rings, inside his
jacket of course. We get up to “speak now” and Dexter
threatens anyone who says something with an ax.

Indi reads her vows to Dexter, whose middle name is Gaylord.
She says he is misunderstood and is glad that he’s a freak.
Lumis has to cut her off from a story about sneaking into her
bed one night, with Gargano and Candice LeRae freaking out.
Indi: “Dexter, you never lose a staring contest.” Lumis’ vow
is a thumbs up, with the minister being confused about what is
going on. That earns the minister a Silencer so there is no
one to finish this.

The fans want William Regal...but Beth Phoenix jumps in the
ring because she knew this would happen. That’s why she became
an ordained minister last night so she can handle things. Beth
wants to cut to the chase, which draws up Andre Chase...who is
taken out by Odyssey Jones. With that out of the way, Beth
says her thing, making sure to say that any death doing them
parting is hopefully not ax related. Indi says she does and
Dexter...actually says I DO (Candice’s shocked face is great).
After the kiss, they pose together and no major shenanigans
ensue.

Tommaso Ciampa is watching in the back when Bron Breaker comes
up to say congratulations. A tense staredown ends the show.

Overall Rating: C-. I have no idea what to think of this show
and I don’t think NXT knows what they were thinking with it
either. We’ll start with the good: the new look makes it feel
like a much better show as they leave behind the cramped
atmosphere. There were also fresh faces, which makes things
seem like it is a brand new production. The wrestling wasn’t
bad either, with the title match being well put together.

The problem comes in two parts: who are these people and why



are they here? There was no explanation from William Regal, no
storyline explanation and really nothing at all about WHY this
was the new NXT. We know that it is because they kept talking
about it, but we were never told why it was happening. There
are all of these new faces running around too, making for a
rather confusing show at times. It isn’t bad and it was the
start, but dang I do not have any confidence in this show at
the moment.

Results

Bron Breaker b. LA Knight — Gorilla press powerslam

Imperium b. Brooks Jensen/Josh Briggs — Imperium Bomb to
Jensen

B Fab b. Katrina Cortez — Neckbreaker

Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter b. Jayce Jane/Gigi Dolin via DQ
when Mandy Rose interfered

Mandy Rose/Gigi Dolin/Jayce Jane b. Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden
Carter/Sarray — Running knee to Carter

Ridge Holland b. Drake Maverick — Northern Grit

Creed Brothers b. ??7?/?7?? — Basement clothesline to 777
Tommaso Ciampa b. LA Knight, Pete Dunne and Von Wagoner -
Fairy Tale Ending to Knight

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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NXT — September 7, 2021: The
Ungrand Finale

NXT

Date: September 7, 2021

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Beth Phoenix, Wade Barrett

This is how it ends. We'’re wrapping up the original run of NXT
this week as everything changes with the next show. I'm a
mixture of scared, excited and scared excited as the idea of
Monday Night NXT scares me to death, but NXT does need some
changes. There are a pair of title matches tonight to finish
things off. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week's results if you need a recap.

Ember Moon vs. Kay Lee Ray

Feeling out process to start with Moon snapping off an
armdrag. Back up and Ray hits a quick faceplant for two before
taking Moon into the corner. Ray cranks on the arm and pulls
Moon down into a cross armbreaker. That'’s reversed in a hurry
and Moon is back up with a middle rope Codebreaker for two.
The Crossface has Ray in more trouble and Moon rolls it into
the middle to make it worse. Ray slips out so Moon pulls her
into a triangle choke but gets rolled into the corner to break
it up.

Back from a break with Moon getting two off a small package
and tying her in the Tree of Woe for a kick to the face. A
tornado DDT gets Ray out of trouble but Moon sends her outside
for the big dive. Back in and Ray breaks up an Eclipse attempt
with a hair mare off the top. Moon blocks a kick into
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something like a flipping One Winged Angel for two more. They
fight into a pinfall reversal sequence with Ray trying a
backslide but lifting Moon up into a Gory Bomb for the pin at
14:41.

Rating: B-. This was a good way to get Ray her first important
win around here as Moon is still a name that means something.
It helps that they had a good, hard hitting match with Moon
continuing to being able to have a solid match with anyone.
Ray is going to be a major player around here and that 1is
something the division could use.

Oney Lorcan and Danny Burch are ready to win the Tag Team
Titles. Ridge Holland and Pete Dunne tell them to get rid of
MSK too.

We go to Indi Hartwell'’s bachelorette party where no one seems
to like Dexter Lumis. This includes Indi’s friend Persia, who
is here to see Disney World rather than the party. Hartwell
talks about how Dexter saved her but she owes so much to
Candice LeRae. Candice gets to give a speech, which involves
throwing bread at Kacy Catanzaro and Kayden Carter for being
on Tik Tok. She didn’t like Lumis either, but it has worked
out well enough.

Santos Escobar vs. Carmelo Havyes

Escobar has the rest of Legado del Fantasma with him. Feeling
out process to start with Hayes working on a wristlock.
Escobar starts kicking away and chokes on the rope before
kicking Hayes outside. Hayes goes crashing over the barricade
and we take a break. Back with Escobar sitting Hayes on top
for a loud chop and grabbing a Crossface. With that broken up,
Escobar takes him outside for a Boston crab on the steps.

Hayes fights back to escape some choking on the ropes and
scores with a quick dropkick to the floor. Escobar is sent
face first into the announcers’ table, setting up a running
knee back inside. Hayes' springboard is kneed out of the air



but he’s back with a Codebreaker and face plant for two. A DDT
onto the apron plants Escobar again but Legado’s distraction
lets Elektra Lopez slam Hayes on the floor. That rocks Hayes
so much that the Phantom Driver can finish Hayes at 13:51.

Rating: B-. I liked the match for the most part, but being
devastated by a simple slam is a bit much to take. The slam
was pretty impressive but that'’s enough to stun Hayes long
enough for Escobar to get the win? The finish wasn’'t clean so
it’s hardly some career killer for Hayes or anything, though
I'm really not sure pinning him is a good idea.

Malcolm Bivens officially welcomes the Creed Brothers, both
former amateur wrestling stars, into the Diamond Mine.
Roderick Strong seems happy to have them.

William Regal announces a fatal four way to crown a new #1
contender next week, as Kyle O0’Reilly, LA Knight, Pete Dunne
and Tommaso Ciampa fight to get the first shot at Samoa Joe.

Creed Brothers vs. Chuckie Viola/Paxton Astall

Brutus starts for the Creed Brothers and wrestles Viola down
with ease. Viola is sent outside and then suplexed back
inside. Brutus slaps Julius in the face for the tag and Astall
is powered into the corner. Something like a front facelock
suplex plants Paxton and Julius brings in Viola. The Brothers
slam them into each other and a basement clothesline finishes
Astall at 2:18. That was a snappy squash and the Brothers
looked rather good in dominance.

Ember Moon is tired of losing and feeling like this, so she
knows what she has to do. Stay tuned.

Hit Row should have seen it coming when Legado del Fantasma
jumped them and it’s time to drop them like a $10 pinata. B
Fab is ready to take out Elektra Lopez.

Women’s Tag Team Titles: Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter vs. To




Shirai/Zoey Stark

Shirai and Stark are defending. Catanzaro headlocks Stark to
no avail to start as Stark flips away to escape. It’'s off to
Shirai, who stops to say something to Stark and gets
dropkicked in the face for two. Catanzaro comes back in but
gets kicked in the face as we take a break. Back with Shirai
rocking Carter again and getting two off a missile dropkick.
Shirai grabs the Crossface (third time in three matches) but
Carter fights up and brings in Catanzaro off a blind tag.

After a few shots to Shirai, Carter tags herself back in and
gets elbowed in the face. Stark comes in to kick Carter in the
face for two but accidentally kicks Shirai down. A Downward
Spiral drops Stark and Carter, after thinking about it for far
too long, brings in Catanzaro for an elevated splash. Shirai
makes the save so Stark knees Catanzaro in the face, setting
up the Moon Over Moonsault to retain at 12:01.

Rating: C. Much like on the main roster, the Women’'s Tag Team
Titles seem to be forgotten more often than not, making it
really hard to care about them. It wasn’t a bad match, but it
was completely flat and there was no reason to get invested in
anything they were doing. Catanzaro and Carter did their
thing, but you just can’t compete with partners who don’t get
along.

Post match Mandy Rose (now in a face mask, because covering up
Mandy Rose’s face is a good idea), Gigi Dolin and Jayce Jane
come out to beat down Carter and Catanzaro.

Kyle 0’'Reilly doesn’t care anymore because all he wants is the
NXT Title.

It’s time for Dexter Lumis’ bachelor party, with Johnny
Gargano saying he won’t pay for a dime. Don’t worry though
because Cameron Grimes is here to pay for everyone. Everyone,
including the zombie referee, gets out of the car and Lumis
makes peace with Grimes. First up, go karts, with Indi



Hartwell and Candice LeRae spying on them. Then they throw
axes, with Lumis indicating he has experience with them and
then winning the competition.

Odyssey Jones makes a bet with Grimes about being able to
bounce Drake Maverick off a trampoline and wins easily. We
wrap it up with lazer tag but Lumis punches one guy out so
Gargano can get an easy score. That’'s not enough, so Lumis
chloroforms another guy and Gargano scores again. Gargano
fakes a handshake and wins for his team, though he can’t bring
himself to high five Lumis.

The zombie referee says that it’s not that bad, but reveals
that he is, in fact, Canadian. Jones shoves their hands
together and we get a quick Lumis/Gargano montage. Hartwell
and LeRae come in to say everyone is on the same page.
Gargano: “Let’s go have a wedding.” Lumis seems to smile a
bit. Dang it why did I have to like this a bit? Far better
than the bachelorette stuff at least.

Robert Stone has gotten Frankie Monet a Women’s Title shot
next week to get Money and Jessi Kamea back in his good
graces.

Mei Ying vs. Virginia Ferry

Ferry gets in a jawbreaker but walks into a Mandible Claw for
the win at 47 seconds.

LA Knight is in his car and talks about how there are three
challengers and one superstar. Next week he’s going to take
all three of them out and then he’s coming for Samoa Joe.

Tommaso Ciampa says it has been a long time since he had
Goldie but the greatest things in life are worth waiting for.

Tag Team Titles: MSK vs. Oney Lorcan/Danny Burch

MSK is defending and it’s Burch driving Carter into the corner
to start. It’s off to Lorcan but Lee comes in as well to take



him down in a hurry. A cheap shot from Burch comes in (and the
fans approve) to put MSK back in trouble. Everything breaks
down and a running dropkick in the corner drops Burch to the
floor as we take a break. Back with Carter caught in a
chinlock but fighting up to strike it out with Lorcan. That
doesn’t go well for Carter, who is taken into the wrong corner
to continue the beating.

Carter fights up and brings in Lee to clean house, including
with a German suplex for two on Lorcan. The push moonsault
gets the same as everything breaks down. Carter’s Swanton hits
raised knees and it’s an ankle lock from Lorcan and a
Crossface (erg) from Burch. That's broken up as well and it'’s
the Blockbuster Hart Attack to retain the titles at 12:16.

Rating: C+. NXT’'s decline seems to go hand in hand with the
decline of its tag team division. The NXT Tag Team Titles used
to be one of the best things in all of WWE and now they mean
about as much as the Raw Tag Team Titles do in a given week.
Two teams had a title match and one of them won. That has been
the case for far too long now and it was a bit of a dry match
as a result. Much like the rest of NXT: Perfectly good, but
not that interesting.

Post match MSK leaves so here are Ridge Holland and Pete Dunne
to take out Lorcan and Burch, breaking up the group.

Overall Rating: C+. So that’s it for NXT and I can see why
they need to make a change. In something I almost never get to
say about NXT, this was pretty boring. Nothing was bad and the
first two matches were good, but there is absolutely no spark
to any of this and I don’t particularly care where these
stories go. NXT has lost its soul somewhere along the way and
as a result, none of this feels important. The show 1is
lifeless and while the changes don’t sound the most appealing,
I'll go with them taking a chance on something new than this
kind of a show.



Results

Kay Lee Ray b. Ember Moon — Gory Bomb

Santos Escobar b. Carmelo Hayes — Phantom Driver

Creed Brothers b. Paxton Astall/Chuckie Viola - Basement
clothesline to Astall

Io Shirai/Zoey Stark b. Kacy Catanzaro/Kayden Carter — Moon
Over Moonsault to Carter

Mei Ying b. Virginia Ferry — Mandible Claw

MSK b. Oney Lorcan/Danny Burch — Blockbuster Hart Attack to
Lorcan

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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