Superstars — June 20, 1992:
With Young KB, Mama KB And
Papa KB

IMG Credit: WWE

Superstars
Date: June 20, 1992

Location: Rupp Arena, Lexington, Kentucky
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Mr. Perfect

This one might seem random but it’s a more personal option for me.
In this case, it'’s because a four year old KB was in the audience
for this show and since my best friend’s dad used to run the Rupp
Arena box office, I was on the aisle in the front row. Therefore,
it’s going to be a rather fun night of looking back and seeing how

many times I can see myself. Let’s get to it.
Opening sequence.

The announcers talk about....National Pest Control Week? Perfect
makes a bunch of bug jokes and goes off to find a can of Raid.

Legion of Doom vs. Barry Hardy/Tom Bennett

It’s so strange to wonder how many people I might know in the crowd
shots. Hawk runs Bennett over with ease and hands it off to Animal
for the powerslam. The Beverly Brothers pop in to call the Legion of
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Doom the Legion of Sissies because they’re mamas boys in makeup.
Hardy comes in and gets clotheslined in the corner. The Doomsday
Device completes the destruction.

UPDATE! With Gene Okerlund! And brought to you by WWF Ice Cream
Bars!

WWF Champion Randy Savage can wrestle or brawl and is willing to do
whatever he has to do to beat Ric Flair. He’s living on the edge of
a lightning bolt and won’t apologize for that. Savage will even
consider BREAKING THE RULES to retain the title.

Mr. Perfect and Ric Flair say Savage is living on borrowed time in
Flair’s shoes. It is Flair’s destiny to be champion again.

Papa Shango vs. Chris Hahn

Shango TERRIFIED me back in the day and the same is true for Hahn.
Ask my mom, who can be seen as he walks to the ring. Actually hang
on as Hahn's hand is suddenly on fire so there’s no match as he gets
medical attention. Well yeah he probably should.

EVENT CENTER! With Sean Mooney!

Crush (Crush: “Hi. I'm Crush.”) likes to crush things but he’d
rather thank the fans for sticking by him. He’'s not nice or friendly
but he’s fair, which wrestlers will find out when they face hinm.
There is no Hawaiian accent to speak of here and it would do a lot
of good, just for the sake of personality.

The Nasty Boys want competition. There is no point to this other
than reminding us that they exist and

Sgt. Slaughter vs. Red Tyler

And there I am, with Papa KB holding me up for possibly my first
ever high five from a wrestler. At another show, I would get
Slaughter’s helmet so this one means a bit more to me than it
should. Slaughter hammers and chokes away in the corner to start as
we hear from the Mountie and Jimmy Hart, who are ready for the
mother of all battles, even on Father’s Day. The Slaughter Cannon
sets up another Slaughter Cannon for two with Slaughter pulling him

up. Instead it’'s the Cobra Clutch for the easy win.



Buy WBF Magazine, with an article on the long term effects of

steroids.

Repo Man vs. Brian Costello

Repo Man, who apparently rode over on a repossessed ten speed
bicycle, chokes on the ropes to start as we get the inset promo from
British Bulldog, who is coming for Repo Man. A kick to Costello’s
leg sets up a half crab for the submission. AHA! So Repo Man is
Lance Storm!

Post match Repo Man ties his feet together with the rope for a pull

around the ring.

EVENT CENTER! WITH THE NERVE TO HAVE A THIRD OF THESE THINGS ON ONE
SHOW!

Bret Hart has been under a lot of pressure since becoming
Intercontinental Champion but he likes the heat. He even likes it
from Shawn Michaels, who can have a title shot, just like anyone
else.

Rick Martel is a model, and he’s even better now that he has
Tatanka’'s buffalo feathers. Everyone is wearing them because he’s a
trendsetter. I love how clear they make the gimmicks back in the
day. How many people today can you explain almost in full in one
sentence? Not everyone can be like that but it helps to have some of
them around.

Crush vs. Brooklyn Brawler

Hey there we are again. Crush gets reversed into the corner and
punched a bit, only to have the power game get him out of trouble.
Perfect wishes his dad a happy Father’s Day as Vince talks about how
awesome Perfect’s dad was. A torture rack backbreaker sets up the

head vice to finish Brawler in short order.

Gene brings out Shawn Michaels and Sherri, carrying the mirror, for
a chat. Sherri doesn’t think it’s vain because Shawn deserves this
much attention. Shawn can’t blame anyone for wanting to look at him
because he’s the hottest thing he’'s ever seen. Gene: “Oh it’s on

fire all right.” In addition to the best looking man in the company,



Shawn sees the next Intercontinental Champion. He'’s surprised that
they didn’t beef up security for Bret because Shawn is still in the
building. That'’s enough for right now though because Shawn is
worried about the women rushing the barricade. Here’s looking at you
kid.

We go down to Miami, Florida where Razor Ramon pulls up in a custom
made Cadillac to talk about how people in the Caribbean are living
like pigs with people telling him what to do. No one tells him what
to do though and he’s coming to the WWF. No one is going to tell him
what to do there either because he is el jefe.

Undertaker vs. Dwayne Gill

Undertaker slowly knocks him down and hits the chokeslam with some
additional choking. 0ld (When was it new?) School sets up the
jumping clothesline and the Tombstone completes the greatest hits
squash.

Post match, Gill gets the body bag treatment. Vince wants to see Mr.
Fuji and the Berzerker get the same treatment. Can’t he just fire

them instead?
Shawn Michaels has LEFT THE BUILDING.

Money Inc. vs. Rock Werner/Butler Stevens

Non-title and we get one final shot of the three of us during Money
Inc.’s entrance. Stevens gets kicked in the face and double

clotheslined early on as we go to a Money Inc. inset interview. It’s
Father’s Day and they like the Founding Fathers, or at least hose on
50s and 100s. The Write Off (jumping clothesline) finishes Werner in

a hurry.

ONE MORE EVENT CENTER! IT’S LIKE THIS SHOW’'S WRESTLING ISN’'T ENOUGH
TO FILL OUT A SHOW!

High Energy want the Nasty Boys. They call them the Fat Boys, but
it’s not ok for the Beverly Brothers to call the LOD the Legion of

Sissies?

Tatanka wants his feathers back. Now that’s a unique complaint.



A preview for next week wraps us up.

This show is certified 100% Grade A Ground Beef. That’'s the best
branding they can come up with?

Overall Rating: D+. This is what you had until Raw came on the air
and really, there are a lot of elements from this era that I'd like
to see come back today. How many people got a thirty second promo to
let you know that they’re still here? It’s not much and a lot of
them didn’t advance anything but it lets you know that they’re still
there. That’'s better than having people go weeks and weeks without
making an appearance. I get that you can’t have two minute long
squashes throughout the show, but cutting the match lengths down to
get more people involved would be a good place to start.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’s History Of In Your House (also
available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out the
information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/05/31/new-paperback-kbs -

history-of-in-your-house/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Monday Night Raw - March
28, 1994: Wake Up Already
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IMG Credit: WWE

Monday Night Raw
Date: March 28, 1994

Location: Mid-Hudson Civic Center, Poughkeepsie, New York
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jim Cornette

We're still in the aftermath of Wrestlemania X and things almost
have to be better this time around than they were last week. Granted
I’'ve said that before but it hasn’t been the case yet. The big match
for the week is Lex Luger vs. Rick Martel so my hopes aren’t exactly
at their highest. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Earlier today, Ted DiBiase bought some front row seats from fans for
$100 each. Not the worst deal in the world when you’re a third of
the way through the tapings.

Opening sequence.

Rick Martel vs. Lex Luger

Cornette goes into a rant about his microphone not working, somehow
making that entertaining as well. Martel starts by hiding in the
corner with Cornette saying that Luger is such a typical American.
The threat of a right hand sends Martel running again (Dude, not in
the face!) so Liger goes with a hiptoss instead, this time with
Martel bailing to the floor. We look at the commentary table and it
turns out that DiBiase is sitting behind them, counting his money of
course. That'’s the kind of thing that made him work so well and
still does all these years later.

Lex's headlock takeover as Cornette goes into a rant about how
awesome the University of Louisville basketball team is this year.
Well to be fair he’s supposed to be a heel. Martel fights up and is
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almost immediately headlocked right back down. Back up again and
Martel gets knocked outside as we take a break. We come back with
Martel getting in some kicks to the ribs in the corner and scoring
off a clothesline.

The chinlock goes on because we haven’t spent enough time in a hold
on the mat. Thankfully it doesn’t last as long...and Martel puts it
right back on. Well of course he does. A snap off the ropes sets up
the third chinlock as Vince says Cornette should have been the guest
referee at Wrestlemania. That might have been even more perfect,
just for the comedy alone.

Martel finally goes up but dives into a shot to the ribs. Luger
tries a dropkick (!) but Martel grabs the rope and Luger crashes,
mainly because HE HAS NO BUSINESS TRYING A DROPKICK. A suplex
doesn’t get Luger very far due to his back so he goes with the right
hands instead. The powerslam sets up the Rack to finish Martel.

Rating: D-. I know older wrestlers say there’s too much action today
but then you have matches like this, with nearly half of the action
on TV being spent in headlocks and chinlocks. You can call it
psychology or whatever you want, but that’s not interesting to see
or advancing any kind of a story. It’'s laying on the mat and acting
like it’'s worthwhile. Once every now and then is fine but over and
over 1is ridiculous.

Owen Hart says he can beat anyone.

Owen Hart vs. Mike Freeman

Yeah I'd say he’s included on that anyone list. The fans want Bret
but we cut to DiBiase saying everyone has a price. Tonight he bought
these three seats, but he’s got some surprises coming in the next
few weeks. Back in the ring, Owen finally chokes Freeman on the
ropes a bit and throws him down by the hair. That'’s rather heelish
of him.

Vince compares Wrestlemania to the Super Bowl and the boxing pay per
views (ok fair enough in some cases) and Owen takes him down by the
arm. A dropkick keeps Freeman in trouble as they’re taking their
time with the squash here. Freeman charges into a boot in the corner
and the Sharpshooter finishes him off.

Rating: D. A bit longer than it needed to be but the point was
getting Owen on the show, which is the right idea after he beat Bret



so recently. Just keeping him on TV makes sense, as you can tell
he’s going to be in the World Title picture rather soon. Freeman was
a pretty lame jobber though, as he was just kind of there without
putting up even a token opposition. At least put in some effort.

Doink the Clown vs. Eric Cody

Doink squirts DiBiase with a flower on his way to the ring for a
funny reaction. Cody is sent outside to start as this whole
wrestling things seems to frustrate him. Cornette goes on an anti-
New York rant as Vince wishes Reba McIntyre a happy birthday.
Somehow they talk about her singing a song about Wrestlemania but
don’t mention her singing America the Beautiful back at Wrestlemania
VIII.

Doink pulls Cody down by the arm and Dink runs in to step on Cody'’s
chest. Cornette: “I can whip any midget and anyone under the age of
12!"” Cody isn’t happy (as he shouldn’t be, as most clowns aren’t
funny) so Doink takes the unhappy man down into an armbar. The
Whoopee Cushion puts him out of his misery.

Rating: D. Face Doink was just such a mess as they went with the
comedy instead of something interesting. To be fair though, you kind
of knew that was where they were going at some point. Cornette was
hilarious here though, with him going into the ranting and raving as
only he could do. Well he and Bobby Heenan but that goes without
saying.

Cornette brings in the Quebecers and Johnny Polo for a chat. Last
week they were challenged by Captain Lou Albano...and here he is
pretty soon after the champs arrive. Jacques: “What do you want
Captain Crunch?” The challenge is accepted and Albano has a team. He
leaves and comes back with the Headshrinkers and Afa, sending Johnny
into a frenzy. Johnny: “Not those guys! They could beat us!”

The Quebecers were thinking more along the line of Men on a Mission
or the Bushwhackers and Albano threatens them with the wrath of Jack
Tunney if they don’t accept. More on this later, but the
Headshrinkers are a good team so this should be fine. If nothing
else, I'd pay to hear Polo and Albano yell at each other for ten
minutes a week.

1-2-3 Kid vs. Black Phantom

The Phantom is masked and would be better known as Gangrel. Kid



works a headlock to start but gets hiptossed for a break. The
announcers talk about Rush Limbaugh’s salary as Kid snapmares him
down for the running legdrop. The spinwheel kick gets two and the
top rope spinning crossbody finishes the Phantom in a hurry.

Crush vs. Ray Hudson

Nikolai Volkoff is in the front row in his brown suit. Cornette
spends the time quoting the Rolling Stones as Crush slowly chops
away. A neck snap and a superkick allow Crush to strike some martial
arts poses. There’s a gorilla press and a knee drop for the pin. For
Crush that is.

Rating: D. Another boring squash in a series of them after
Wrestlemania. Crush’s martial arts poses were the most entertaining
things about the match, assuming you don’t include the Stones stuff.
After the Savage loss, there wasn’t much left for Crush to do as he
was really just a big lackey.

A highlight package takes us out. Did something just go short?

Overall Rating: D-. Egads they’re in a bad funk as the only good
thing to be seen was Owen winning to continue his momentum. In
theory they’'re just waiting for the big stuff to happen but that
doesn’t seem to be the case anytime soon. I’'m guess Shawn Michaels
and Razor Ramon are just getting a night off after the big ladder
match, but you can really feel their absences.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’'s Complete 2003 Smackdown Reviews
(also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out the
information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2018/09/07/new-book-kbs-compl
ete-smackdown-2003-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Monday Night Raw — March 7,
1994: The March In March

IMG Credit: WWE

Monday Night Raw
Date: March 7, 1994

Location: Mid-Hudson Civic Center, Poughkeepsie, New York
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Ted DiBiase

We’re coming up on Wrestlemania X and that means things are starting
to come together. The Hart Brothers are still at it but Bret and Lex
Luger are both after the WWF World Title. It’'s one of the best pay
per views ever so it should be interesting to see to see how we get
there. Let’s get to it.

We open with a quick recap of Randy Savage vs. Crush, the latter of
whom teams up with Owen Hart to face the Smoking Gunns.

Opening sequence.
Ted DiBiase comes out for commentary and we run down the card.

Smoking Gunns vs. Crush/Owen Hart

They’'re starting big this week. The fans are all over the villains
here, so at least they’re doing their jobs. Nikolai Volkoff is in
the front row as part of a story that would get rather dumb, mainly
because it involves Volkoff in 1994. Owen goes outside to break some
Bret Hart glasses and we'’re ready to go. Bart and Owen exchange
shoves and a hiptoss takes Hart down. It’s already off to Crush, who
is greeted by the USA chants because the fans aren’t that bright.
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Some shots to the back just send Bart up top for a spinning high
crossbody and the tag brings in Billy. Crush, likely annoyed
at...whatever is likely annoying him at the moment, throws Billy into
the corner and hands it off to Owen. Just like earlier, this doesn’t
go quite so well until a cheap shot from the apron lets him get in a
suplex. The fans want Bret (I thought they were all about the USA)
but have to settle for Crush hammering away at Billy in the corner
as he ignores a tag request from Owen.

A side slam gets two and now it’s off to Owen for the always good
looking missile dropkick as we take a break. Back with the hot tag
bringing Bart back in for the backdrop on Owen and a right hand on
Crush. Bart’s powerslam gets two as everything breaks down. Crush
chop blocks Bart to break up what looks like a powerbomb and Owens
slaps on the Sharpshooter for the win.

Rating: C. Not a bad match at all here as two of the biggest heels
in the company at the moment get to beat a good team to really make
them look better. The Gunns were scheduled for a ten man tag at
Wrestlemania but really, it’s not like the match was going to mean
anything in the first place. This was fine for what it needed to
accomplish

Post match Owen asks Crush to save a little piece of Bret during
their match at Sunday’s March to Wrestlemania. Crush says okey
dokey.

It’s time for the Wrestlemania Report with Todd Pettengill with a
focus on the celebrities. The matches get some attention as well,
though I'm not sure why Todd thinks the mixed tag is mysterious.

Virgil vs. Jeff Jarrett

DiBiase isn’'t exactly happy to see Virgil, who chases Jarrett into
the ropes to start. A shoulder works a bit better for Jarrett but he
gets taken down into a hammerlock. An armdrag sets up another
hammerlock as the announcers make fun of the White House
communications director. Virgil hits an atomic drop, which Vince
calls a reverse piledriver. As I try to figure that out, Jeff grabs
a DDT for the sudden pin.

Rating: D. Nothing to see here, though listening to DiBiase rip on
Virgil three years after their split is still funny. Jarrett was
still figuring things out at the moment in the WWF, which he never
really pulled off. Virgil has to be about done with the company,



though who would notice if he was gone?

Jeff Jarrett is on the cover of a country music magazine so Vince
accuses DiBiase and Jarrett of being involved in fraud. Ok then.

The President of the Hair Club for Men is the official Wrestlemania
hair consultant so we see what Mr. Fuji would look like with hair.
Clara Peller was a better celebrity than this.

Doink the Clown vs. Mike Sharpe

Sharpe chases after Dink to start and gets kicked down. A shoulder
lets Sharpe point at his head so Doink dropkicks him to scramble
said huge brains. Some choking on the ropes slow Dink down as Vince
manages to go on with one sentence about Wrestlemania for about a
minute straight. The Whoopee Cushion (top rope seated senton)
finishes Sharpe.

Chief Jay Strongbow and Chief Wahoo McDaniel and an actual Native
American chief are in the ring to present Tatanka with an actual
headdress. It’'s kind of a cool moment and Tatanka gives a nice
speech about respecting his ancestors and the men next to him.
Strongbow says he’s proud of him and McDaniel (not McDaniels) says
full steam ahead as Tatanka is actually crying as he has the
headdress put on.

IRS vs. Mark Thomas

Before the match, IRS says Tatanka owes a gift tax on that
headdress. Thomas has been around here before and is jacked. Vince
takes this opportunity to talk about Cincinnati Reds owner Marge
Schott and various other baseball stories. I don’'t know if Vince
wants to be a talk show host or what but this is really stupid. IRS
takes him down with a snapmare but misses a charge into the corner
so Thomas can roll him up for two.

That'’s about it for Thomas’' offense as IRS slaps on an abdominal
stretch. DiBiase: “I taught him everything I know.” IRS grabs the
ropes, making DiBiase affirm that he did in fact teach IRS
everything he knows. Now it’'s time to work on the leg for a bit,
followed by the jumping clothesline to finish Thomas. IRS 1is
drenched in sweat after the match, likely because he wrestles in
business attire.

Rating: D-. What else were you expecting here? IRS just wasn’t that
good in the ring (fine, but not good) and watching him work a squash



isn’t the most interesting thing in the world. At least they didn't
stay out there that long and beating someone who looked like Thomas
was better than the usual schlubs that served as jobbers a lot of
the time.

Jim Cornette and the Heavenly Bodies come out to rant about how
Japanese cars are better than American cars to hype up Jimmy Del Ray
vs. Lex Luger at the March to Wrestlemania. Speaking of
Wrestlemania, Luger is only going to wrestle once at Wrestlemania
and he’s losing to Yokozuna. As for Sunday and Del Ray, Cornette:
“Luger, he’s going to hit you from so many different directions that
you’'re going to think you’re in a pinball machine and he just got an
extra ball.” WHERE DOES HE COME UP WITH THIS STUFF???

Overall Rating: C-. The featured match being watchable is about as
good as you can get around here and the rest of the show was only
somewhat bad. Wrestlemania X is a special show and the build to it
feels a little different as well. This wasn’t a great show and could
have used more Bret, but at least what we got was pretty acceptable.

I'm not doing March to Wrestlemania and there’s no show on March 14
so the next episode is March 21.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’'s Complete 2003 Smackdown Reviews
(also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out the
information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2018/09/07/new-book-kbs-compl
ete-smackdown-2003-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Wrestlemania Count-Up -
Wrestlemania X (2015 Redo):
They Know How To Do
Anniversaries

IMG Credit: WWE

Wrestlemania X

Date: March 20, 1994

Location: Madison Square Garden, New York City, New York
Attendance: 18,065

Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jerry Lawler

In addition to all the World Title stuff going on, there’s another
legendary match on the show and it’s for the Intercontinental Title.
Shawn Michaels had been the champion but was suspended over a failed
drug test but came back with the title belt. While he was gone,
Razor Ramon (now a face and red hot) won the title. The solution was
to put both belts above the ring and have a ladder match that would
wind up as one of the most influential matches of all time. Let’s
get to it.

We open with a package on the first Wrestlemania as this is going to
be a show heavy on celebrating history.

Vince introduces Little Richard and a choir to sing America the
Beautiful. Richard sings a very nice solo version to start but the
choir joins him for an encore and it picks up even more.
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Jerry and Vince recap the World Title situation as well as Bret vs.
Owen. Another piece worth mentioning is from the Royal Rumble when
Bret and Owen tried to win the Tag Team Titles but Bret refused to
tag out, leading to the mat being stopped due to a leg injury. Owen
rightfully snapped and kicked Bret’s knee out, setting up the match
here.

For reasons I don’'t quite understand, the Fink isn’t doing the ring
announcing.

We get the traditional MSG setup with the entrance opposite the hard
camera. I've always liked that.

Owen Hart vs. Bret Hart

Owen shoves him away off a lockup and immediately celebrates in a
funny moment. They hit the mat for a bit and Owen nips up to his
feet, meaning it’s time for another celebration. Bret'’s waistlock
sends Owen to the ropes and he’s not so happy with that one. Owen
slaps him in the face and things get serious in a hurry. We get
Owen’s signature counter to a wristlock but Bret nips up as well and
takes Owen down in an armbar.

A monkey flip sends Owen into the ropes and a clothesline puts him
on the floor. This has been back and forth so far but Bret is
clearly a step ahead. Back in and Bret returns the slap before going
back to the arm. Owen fights up and hits a spinwheel kick as Lawler
rants about how the Hart parents lied about Bret protecting Owen
when they were kids. A backbreaker sets up a camel clutch on Bret,
followed by a belly to belly for two. Vince: “YES! NO!”

Owen grabs a very nice German suplex for two as Bret’s back and neck
continue to take a beating. There'’s a tombstone to Bret but he
avoids a top rope headbutt from halfway across the ring. Bret comes
back with the Five Moves of Doom but Owen enziguris him back down.
Neither guy can get a Sharpshooter so Bret sends him to the floor
for a dive, only to come up holding his knee. Yeah I'm sure.

Owen goes after the knee and my goodness it might be legit for a
change. A few leg locks don’t get Bret anywhere so Owen simplifies
it with a Figure Four in the middle of the ring. The hold is finally
rolled over into the corner and Bret is up with a hard whip to send
Owen chest first into the corner (a signature spot that Bret usually
takes). Bret gets a nice piledriver for two and an even better
looking superplex gets a delayed near fall.



With nothing else working, Owen kicks him low and puts on the
Sharpshooter as Lawler is ecstatic. Bret kicks him over and tries
his own Sharpshooter but Owen is right in front of the ropes. Back
up and Bret raises a boot in the corner to set up a victory roll but
Owen drops forward into a rollup for the completely clean pin at
20:21.

Rating: A+. This is widely considered to be the best opening match
in company history and it’s very difficult to put up much of an
argument. They were going back and forth for over twenty minutes out
there and it never once gets boring or uneventful. This had a great
build and Owen is proven exactly right as he jumps out of his
brother’s shadow and becomes a main event player.

It’s a great sign when there’s almost nothing to make fun of and
it’s just one awesome move and sequence after another. Absolute
masterpiece here and something that definitely needs to be seen to
be appreciated because this is just a great wrestling match. That's
the right word: wrestling. These two were wrestling each other and
it worked the entire way through.

Owen celebrates in the back and talks about how this is a great
moment in his career. I could watch Owen’s giddy celebrations all
day.

Wrestlemania II was innovative (not really) and had a battle royal.

Here’s the President of the Hair Club for Men who presents the Fink
with a hairpiece. This didn’t work and didn’t last, which is
probably best for everyone involved.

Bam Bam Bigelow/Luna Vachon vs. Doink the Clown/Dink the Clown

Bigelow and Luna are evil and Dink is a miniature version of Doink
because just turning the big one good wasn’t enough of a waste of
potential. Bigelow runs Doink over to start and scores with a
dropkick. He misses a backsplash though and Doink hammers away
without even taking his jacket off. It’'s off to Dink, meaning Luna
has to come in to take away the awesomeness that was Bam Bam Bigelow
beating up a clown.

Luna chokes Dink on the middle rope but misses a charge, allowing
Dink to drop an elbow for two. She misses a really high splash
though and it’s off to Doink vs. Bigelow with the Bam Bam sitting on
his chest. Doink comes back with a jumping DDT but misses a top rope



seated senton, setting up Bigelow’s top rope headbutt for the pin at
6:11.

Rating: D-. The silence from the crowd tells you almost everything
there is to know. It’s hard to get a New York crowd to not care
about wrestling but these four managed to do it. This is the
definition of the cartoon style feud that dominated the era and a
good example of how stupid it was. It’s not a horrible match but
it’s totally uninteresting, which is even worse in a lot of ways.

Bigelow can’t get his hands on Dink and the clowns bail.

And here’s a Bill Clinton impersonator, who Vince treats like the
real thing.

Wrestlemania III was a really big show as well. For once they’re
right on these things.

Randy Savage vs. Crush

Yokozuna hurt Crush last year and Crush blamed Savage for never
coming to see him in the hospital. Crush attacked him, drawing
Savage out of the broadcasting booth and back into the ring for one
last run. This is falls count anywhere but it’'s more like falls
don’t count in the ring, as you win by getting a fall and your
opponent not being able to get back inside the ring in sixty
seconds, making it something like a prototype last man standing
match.

The brawl is on in the aisle and Crush drops him throat first across
the barricade (a move which helped start the feud) for a quick pin.
Savage is back inside though (despite Mr. Fuji hitting him in the
back with the Japanese flag) and the sixty second clock is already
proving to be a bad idea. Crush ties him in the Tree of Woe for some
shots to the ribs but stops to get some salt, only to have Savage
knock it into his face. An ax handle and the elbow have Crush in
trouble but Savage is smart enough to take him to the floor for the
pin.

Crush is out cold so Fuji douses him with water for the save. Back
in and Crush backdrops him over the top for that awesome looking
landing that only Savage can do. Savage posts him head first and
they fight into the crowd with Crush kicking him in the face. They
fight backstage with Savage throwing him into a door for the pin,
but this time he gets smart and ties Crush’s foot up with an



electrical cord and handing him upside down. To make it even better,
the rope gives way and Crush falls down but it’s enough to give
Savage the win at 9:44.

Rating: C+. This is a tricky one as there’s a cool idea here but the
clock thing was stupid. Look at Savage hitting the elbow but having
to throw Crush to the floor for the pin. It looks horribly awkward
and doesn’t feel like they’re really mad at each other. The ending
was smart though and it was a violent enough fight but this would
have been much better under the modern last man standing rules and
with some more time.

The Clinton impersonator isn’t funny but he does a decent
impression. I.R.S. is here to congratulate him on raising the taxes.

Video on Fan Fest, a precursor to Axxess.

Savage celebrates with some fans and we see his title win at
Wrestlemania IV.

Women's Title: Alundra Blayze vs. Lelani Kai

No story here. Blayze is defending and brought the title out of
retirement back in December. It’'s the same Lelani Kai (in case you
thought it was a different one with the same name) from Wrestlemania
I challenging and she runs the champ over to start. A headbutt puts
Blayze down but she comes back with a standing hurricanrana for two.
Some suplexes get two each as Lawler thinks Blayze looks like a
horse. Back up and Blayze grabs her signature German suplex to
retain at 3:25.

Rating: D-. Kai was nothing more than a name out of the past while
Blayze more or less was women’s wrestling in America at this point.
The title would be only be around about another year and a half
before being dropped into a trashcan on Monday Nitro, putting it out
of commission for several more years.

Roddy Piper put out Morton Downey Jr.’s cigarette with a fire
extinguisher at Wrestlemania V.

Rhonda Shear, the definition of a ditzy blonde, is in the back
getting his picture taken with Shawn Michaels when a pretty drunk
looking Burt Reynolds comes in to steal her.

Tag Team Titles: Quebecers vs. Men on a Mission

Men on a Mission, a pair of fat rappers (Mabel, who is 6’10 and



5001lbs, and Mo with manager Oscar) who wear bright purple and gold,
are challenging. The Quebecers are Jacques (Rougeau/the Mountie) and
Pierre (Carl Ouellet, a French Canadian wrestler) and are managed by
Johnny Polo (better known as Raven).

Mabel gets double teamed to start but the big double clothesline
drops the champs. Mo’s cross body gets two on Pierre as Lawler talks
about how huge Mabel is. The Quebecers realize that Mo is their only
option so it'’s time for the choking. Jacques backdrops Pierre onto
Mo for two before doing the same thing over the top and out to the
floor. Back in and Mo’'s running flip attack puts Pierre down and
it’s Mabel coming in to near silence.

The champs hurt their backs as they try a double suplex but actually
make the second attempt work. The Cannonball (assisted swanton bomb)
gets two and Mabel does the power kickout. Back up and Mabel
spinwheel kicks Pierre down to set up their assisted splash (Mo gets
on the middle rope and drives Mabel down). Jacques fails at a save
attempt but Mabel splashes Pierre on the floor for a countout at
7:43.

Rating: D. The match could have been worse but that’s a horrible
ending to a not great match. I get that you didn’'t want to put the
titles on Men on a Mission, but the Headshrinkers were getting them
in about a month so why not swap them out and give us the title
change here? It would be better than on a random episode of Raw. Men
on a Mission were a good enough fun tag team but that doesn’t mean I
want to see them in major spots on the biggest show of the year.

Wrestlemania VI’'s moment is the only moment you would expect it to
be.

We recap Luger vs. Yokozuna. Luger turned face last 4th of July when

he answered and won a bodyslam challenge issued by Yokozuna on board
the USS Intrepid. This led to a long running campaign called the Lex
Express, leading to Luger’s shot at Summerslam. Luger won by
countout and had to win the Royal Rumble to earn this shot. He has
the momentum on his side and knows he can beat Yokozuna but Luger is
known as a huge choke artist so Yokozuna is probably still favored.

Rhonda Shear is guest timekeeper and Donnie Walhberg of the New Kids
on the Block is guest ring announcer.

WWF World Title: Lex Luger vs. Yokozuna




Yokozuna has Mr. Fuji and Jim Cornette in his corner. To make it
even more interesting, Mr. Perfect is introduced as a surprise guest
referee. Luger is the All American boy here but Lawler says the real
American way 1is Arabian oil going into Japanese cars. Some right
hands stagger Yokozuna but a big clothesline stops Luger in mid
charge. A forearm puts Yokozuna on the floor but Mr. Perfect (in a
referee shirt and referee pants which look like pajamas) doesn’t let
Luger follow up. Luger tries a slam and can’t get it over this
early, allowing Yokozuna to hammer away with the big clubbing blows
to the back.

Yokozuna stops to pull off a turnbuckle pad and we hit the nerve
hold on Luger as Cornette demands that the fans cut out the USA
chants. Luger fights up after being in the hold for over two minutes
but Yokozuna runs him over and even threatens Mr. Perfect. It’s back
to the nerve hold again as the match has already died a slow death.
They’re just laying there in the hold as the crowd gets more and
more annoyed. Yokozuna finally throws Luger to the floor after three
and a half minutes out of four were spent on that single hold. Back
in and the hold goes right back on because Yokozuna needs to rest
even more.

Luger is just laying on the mat as Yokozuna has his hand on his
neck. The hold doesn’t even look good but it’s stayed on for the
better part of five minutes now. Luger fights up again and sends
Yokozuna into the exposed pad before pulling off the slam. The big
forearm knocks Yokozuna out cold and Luger stops to beat up the
managers but accidentally shoves Perfect in the process, drawing a
DQ at 14:40. Remember last year when Luger blindsided Perfect after
their match? Well Perfect certainly does.

Rating: F. This match wasn’t even fifteen minutes long and nearly
five of that was spent in a rest hold. There’s no excuse for
something like that as Yokozuna has shown that he can stay in an
active match for long stretches. The ending was fine but the bulk of
the match just crippled everything they had.

One other note: there’s a famous story that the ending was changed
due to Luger shooting his mouth off in a bar saying that he was
going to win the match and Vince changed the plans as a result. This
makes no sense if you can see the glaring hole in the story: what
else was Luger supposed to say? “Yeah I'm losing at Wrestlemania. It
sucks but there’s nothing I can do about it.” Wrestlers always



promise they’re going to win matches. It’s basic storytelling, but
I'm supposed to believe that the story was changed because Luger
stuck to the script? That doesn’t hold up and never will.

The fans are MAD over that ending and I can’t say I blame them.
Nearly a third of a fifteen minute match was spent with Yokozuna
rubbing Luger’s neck, which didn’t even go anywhere, like so many
nerve holds don’t. This is Wrestlemania. The fans should be able to
expect more from the World Title match.

In the back, Perfect defends his decision to a screaming Luger. This
never went anywhere due to Perfect’s back flaring up again.

Wrestlemania VII saw Randy Savage and Miss Elizabeth reunite one
final time. That'’s the moment they should show, but instead we see
the blindfold match. Monsoon: “It was like the blind leading the
blind.”

Harvey Wippleman comes out to yell at the Fink for his stupid
haircut. It didn’t even help his stupid looks. Fink gets physical
(which eventually set up a series of tuxedo matches between the two
of them. These things should never be spoken of again.) but Harvey'’s
newest protege Adam Bomb comes out to grab the helpless announcer.
Cue Earthquake of all people and it’'s time for a match.

Earthquake vs. Adam Bomb

A powerslam sets up the Earth Splash for the pin on Bomb at 35
seconds. Well that was pointless.

Cornette and Yokozuna laugh at Luger for blowing it again. They’re
more than ready for Bret. They saw that knee injury and Yokozuna is
coming after it like a shark. The feeding frenzy will begin. It’s
still bizarre to see Cornette raving like a madman in the WWF.

Wrestlemania VIII's moment is just Undertaker’s entrance. His
opponent isn’t even mentioned.

Intercontinental Title: Shawn Michaels vs. Razor Ramon

I really don’t think the ladder match needs much of an introduction.
Ring announcer Bill Dunn: “The following contest has no rules!” Then
he explains how you win the match, which sounds an awful lot like
rules. Razor is officially the only champion coming in and Shawn has
Diesel in his corner. Feeling out process to start until Razor
counters a wristlock into a chokeslam. A neckbreaker doesn’t have
much effect on Razor and they head to the floor where Diesel



clotheslines Razor down. That’s enough for an ejection and it’s one
on one.

They head back inside for more fighting as the ladder continues to
loom at ringside. Shawn fires off right hands but Razor loads up a
quick Razor’s Edge, only to get backdropped over the top and onto
the exposed concrete. Razor comes up holding his elbow and now it'’s
time for the ladder. Razor is up for the save but Shawn baseball
slides the ladder into him to take over again. He drives the ladder
down into the ribs instead of climbing though and it’'s time for
violence.

That bores Shawn so he throws the ladder at Razor instead. Shawn
goes up the ladder but Razor makes the save, pulling Shawn’s tights
down at the same time. Razor is still in trouble though as Shawn
splashes him off the ladder to stay on the bad ribs. It’s so nice to
see even some basic psychology in a match that would become defined
by all the big spots. Razor pulls Shawn off the ladder to send him
into the top rope, putting both guys down again.

After a cool looking overhead shot, Shawn sets up the ladder in the
corner but Razor whips him in to send Shawn crashing down to the
floor. A catapult sends Shawn face first into the ladder up against
the apron and it’s time for Razor to climb. This time though it’s
Shawn coming off the top to break it up, only to have the ladder
fall on him in an even bigger crash. Both guys climb but crash back
down with the ladder bending in the process, which would help play a
roll in their rematch at Summerslam the next year.

Shawn dropkicks Ramon off the ladder and wisely shoves the ladder
onto Razor. For some reason Ramon is right back up, only to eat a
superkick. We get one of the most famous spots of the match as Shawn
rides the ladder off the top and down onto Razor for a big crash.
Shawn goes up again but Razor shoulders the ladder down, sending
Shawn into the ropes, tying his foot up in the process. Razor climbs
up and pulls down the belts for the win and the undisputed title at
18:49.

Rating: A+. It's the ladder match and I think that’s all I need to
say. This is one of the most perfectly executed matches of all time
and it’s almost impossible to find anything bad about it. Both guys
were made better here with Shawn getting to showcase how great he
really could be. His rise to the top was coming and there was almost



nothing that could stop him. This more than holds up over time and
deserves the accolades it deserves as a perfect match. It may not be
the most eye popping spectacle ever, but it was a perfectly done
match on the biggest stage and it doesn’t get any better than that.

Rick Martel, the Headshrinkers, Jeff Jarrett and I.R.S. argue over
who is the captain for the ten man tag so the match is postponed
until tomorrow night on Raw. That’s one match canceled and you have
to believe one cut horribly short. At least we got that epic nerve
hold though.

Ted DiBiase tries to bribe Clinton.

Wrestlemania IX’'s moment is Fuji throwing salt at Bret. The
subsequent title changes are never mentioned.

Music video on Bret and Yokozuna’'s paths to the main event with
Bret’'s set to Making Some Noise by Tom Petty.

Ring announcer Burt Reynolds introduces actress Jennie Garth as
guest timekeeper. The special guest referee here: Roddy Piper, who
may or may not want revenge on Bret for Wrestlemania VIII.

WWF World Title: Bret Hart vs. Yokozuna

Bret is challenging and limps to the ring to sell the knee injury
from earlier in the night. Yokozuna jumps him before he can get in
the ring though and Bret is in early trouble. A big headbutt puts
Bret down and it’'s time for choking. Bret fights up with some right
hands and a headbutt to put Yokozuna down but he can’t follow up.
The champ gets taken down for two but Cornette pulls Piper to the
floor. That earns Cornette a right hand to the face as Yokozuna gets
back up and rakes Bret'’s eyes to take over.

There'’'s the big legdrop but Yokozuna throws him outside instead of
covering. Back in and Bret avoids a charge in the corner and gets
two off a middle rope bulldog. That’s the third time he’s used that
move in two matches against Yokozuna but what else is he supposed to
do against someone that big? Bret tries to go the middle rope but
dives into a belly to belly. It’s time for the Banzai Drop but
Yokozuna falls backwards (with no contact from Hart) and hits his
head to give Bret the pin and the title at 10:33.

Rating: D+. The results helps but what was that ending? We know Bret
can get him in the Sharpshooter or at least do some offensive moves
to him but their big solution is to have Bret do absolutely nothing



and get the pin? It doesn’t make Bret look like the conqueror but
rather just like someone who was in the right place at the right
time. This felt like a bigger deal than their last match and it was
a more enjoyable moment as a result, even if they had another bad
ending. Either way though, at least Bret is champion again.

A bunch of people including Savage, Ramon, Monsoon, Vince himself
and the celebrities come out to celebrate with Bret but Owen shows
up at the entrance to shake his head at Bret. He asks what about him
and stares his still limping brother down to end the show.

Overall Rating: B+. Much like last year, the two best matches carry
this show as far as it needs to go and the rest is just gravy. With
two masterpieces and Bret winning the title that he deserves back to
end the show, it’s almost impossible to call this anything less than
very good. Unfortunately the rest of the show doesn’t support the
top shelf stuff, but the rest of this show was just so strong that
it carries everything else with it. This is one of the most well
received shows of all time and it’'s really not hard to see why with
every major match hitting on at one major cylinder.

Ratings Comparison

Owen Hart vs. Bret Hart
Original: A+

2013 Redo: A+

2015 Redo: A+

Bam Bam Bigelow/Luna Vachon vs. Doink the Clown/Dink

Original: F
2013 Redo: D
2015 Redo: D-

Randy Savage vs. Crush
Original: C+

2013 Redo: C

2015 Redo: C+

Alundra Blayze vs. Lelani Kai
Original: D-

2013 Redo: D



2015 Redo: D-

Men on a Mission vs. Quebecers

Original: F
2013 Redo: F+
2015 Redo: D

Yokozuna vs. Lex Luger

Original: F
2013 Redo: D+
2015 Redo: F

Earthquake vs. Adam Bomb
Original: N/A

2013 Redo: N/A

2015 Redo: N/A

Razor Ramon vs. Shawn Michaels
Original: A+

2013 Redo: A+

2015 Redo: A+

Bret Hart vs. Yokozuna
Original: C+

2013 Redo: B-

2015 Redo: D+

Overall Rating

Original: A

2013 Redo: A-

2015 Redo: B+

It’'s Wrestlemania X. This is classic viewing whether you’re a huge
wrestling fan or some loser on a night shift.

Here’s the original review if you’re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/03/17/history-of-wrestlemania-wit
h-kb-wrestlemania-10-maybe-the-best-mania-ever/

And the 2013 Redo:



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/03/17/history-of-wrestlemania-with-kb-wrestlemania-10-maybe-the-best-mania-ever/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2011/03/17/history-of-wrestlemania-with-kb-wrestlemania-10-maybe-the-best-mania-ever/

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/03/19/wrestlemania-count-up-wrest
lemania-x-how-can-you-not-love-this-show/

Remember to check out my new forum at steelcageforums.com,
follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the 2018
Updated Version of the History of the WWE Championship in
e-book or paperback. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2018/01/26/new-book-kbs-histo
ry-of-the-wwe-championship-2018-updated-version/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Monday Night Raw — June 6,
1994: I Know That Guy!

Monday Night Raw

Date: June 6, 1994

Location: Struthers Fieldhouse, Youngstown, Ohio
Attendance: 1,500

Commentators: Vince McMahon, Randy Savage

We’re coming up on King of the Ring 1994 and....I need a minute just
thinking about something like that. This is a really bad time for
the company as Vince is dealing with the steroids trial so don’t
expect a lot of good stuff on here. Well, save for the debut of one
of the biggest stars of all time. Let’s get to it.

Opening sequence.

King of the Ring Qualifying Match: Tatanka vs. Crush

Lumberjack match in a rematch from last week’s draw. IRS and Razor
Ramon getting in a fight before all of the lumberjacks are even at
ringside. A bunch of lumberjacks get in the ring and tease a brawl


http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/03/19/wrestlemania-count-up-wrestlemania-x-how-can-you-not-love-this-show/
http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/03/19/wrestlemania-count-up-wrestlemania-x-how-can-you-not-love-this-show/
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/06/30/monday-night-raw-june-4-1994-i-know-that-guy/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/06/30/monday-night-raw-june-4-1994-i-know-that-guy/

as Crush gets in a few shots on Tatanka to start. Things settle down
with Tatanka coming back with chops abut a toss sends him outside
for a lumberjack beating.

Back in and we hit the chinlock but Crush misses a kneedrop. That
means another far too early comeback before we take a break. Back
with Tatanka working on an armbar, only to get pulled down into a
weak cross armbreaker. McMahon mentions Crush possibly winning the
Tag Team Titles as well as the King of the Ring in the same night if
he wins here but shuts up when Tatanka chops him down.

It’'s back to the armbreaker as this is already going WAY longer than
it needed to. Savage: “My temperature is at about 114!” Vince:
“That’s normal for you.” Savage: “Thank you.” Crush stays on the mat
with a bodyscissors as the fans and lumberjacks are starting to get
restless.

We take a second break (Why?) and come back with Crush getting tied
up in the ropes but still managing an atomic drop. Crush grabs a
front facelock for a good while before sending Tatanka outside,
triggering the lumberjack brawl. Now it’s Crush being send outside
for a beating of his own, including Lex Luger coming out to blast
Crush with the forearm. Crush is done and Tatanka gets the very lame
pin to advance at just shy of TWENTY FIVE MINUTES (counting
commercials).

Rating: D-. You'll often hear about how matches are too short today
but this is a good reason why that’s not always the worst issue in
the world. Just because you can give a match more time doesn’t mean
it's a good thing, especially if so much of the mat is just one guy
putting on a hold for two to three minutes at a time. Holds can be
used to advance a match but that’s not what was happening here.

King of the Ring Control Center with the full bracket being
revealed:

IRS

Mabel

Razor Ramon

Bam Bam Bigelow
Jeff Jarrett
1-2-3 Kid



Owen Hart
Tatanka

We look back at Diesel attacking Bret Hart in the King’'s Court with
a little help from Shawn Michaels last week.

Bret thinks that proves Diesel isn’t jam up enough to fight on his
own. A member of Bret’s family will be in his corner for the title
match.

Roddy Piper sends in a video offering Bret his help. He's ready to
take care of Jerry Lawler too and talks about growing up in a rough
neighborhood to prove it.

CALL THE HOTLINE! For some reason this is introduced with insults to
the Flintstones movie. Rather odd and rather dumb as I always liked
that movie.

Bam Bam Bigelow vs. John Paul

Bigelow misses an early splash but shrugs off an armbar. That means
it’'s time to make fun of the Flintstones for some reason with Vince
calling Luna the Wilma Flintstone of the WWF. Paul gets in a few
kicks and a sunset flip for two. Bigelow shrugs it off and hits a
spinning splash for the quick pin.

House show ads.

Earlier today, some wrestlers beat some members of the
Marines/Navy/Coast Guard in a tug of war to celebrate D-Day.

Here’s the King’'s Court with Lawler running his mouth about Piper.
His guest is from Scotland and wears a Hot Rod t-shirt but just
happens to be about seventeen years old and weighs 130lbs with a
brick in each pocket. The guy does a good impression but it gets old
in a hurry as you can get the joke after about two seconds. After a
few gay jokes, the guy gets on his hands and knees to kiss Lawler’s
feet in an attempt to get out of the match. He crawls out of the
ring to finally end this.

Razor Ramon vs. Keith Davis

Razor throws him around to start and catches a crossbody in the fall
away slam. We hit the abdominal stretch for a good while until an
elbow to the jaw makes things even worse. The belly to back
superplex sets up the Razor’s Edge to complete the squash.

Rating: D. Total squash with Razor mauling the jobber in the exact



fashion you would expect. Now that being said, this would have been
a very different match later on as Davis would actually wind up to
being a fairly decent worker in his own right. You might have heard
of him under his real name: Jeff Hardy.

Paul Bearer is looking for Undertaker.
Ted DiBiase promises to produce the Undertaker on Superstars.

Overall Rating: D. That opener just killed everything and even
seeing a seventeen year old Jeff Hardy out there selling as well as
someone his age could do couldn’t save it. The show wasn’t any good
and it set up a bad pay per view but with Vince trying to stay out
of prison, you really can’t expect anything else.

There’s no Raw next week but there was a special called Countdown to
the Crowning, because of course there is.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
Histories of Saturday Night'’s Main Event and Clash of the
Champions, now in PAPERBACK. Check out the information
here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/05/19/history-of-saturda
y-nights-main-event-and-clash-of-the-champions-now-in-
paperback-plus-price-drops/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Monday Night Raw — December
6, 1993: Come Back Bobby

Monday Night Raw
Date: December 6, 1993
Location: Westchester County Civic Center, White Plains, New York



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/04/28/monday-night-raw-december-6-1993-come-back-bobby/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/04/28/monday-night-raw-december-6-1993-come-back-bobby/

Attendance: 3,000
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Bobby Heenan

Dang I just finished the January 1994 shows and now I get to see how
we got there. We’'re just past the Survivor Series where Lex Luger
and AMERICA defeated the evil foreigners (one of them all the way
from Hawaii) but more importantly, Bret and Owen Hart took their
first steps towards an amazing feud. Let’s get to it.

The opening video looks back at Shawn Michaels attacking Razor Ramon
during a match against Diesel. The 1-2-3 Kid made the save and we've
got a match tonight. This was around the time when Shawn was
suspended for a steroids violation while still Intercontinental
Champion. He returned and claimed to still be champion, setting up a
huge feud.

Vince and Bobby preview the show.

Shawn Michaels vs. 1-2-3 Kid

Shawn has the Intercontinental Title but isn’t champion. They start
fast with Kid firing off the kicks to send Shawn outside for a
springboard dive. We hit a long headlock until Kid makes the mistake
of trying to climb the corner, allowing Shawn to suplex him down for
the break. That's fine with Kidd who sends Shawn shoulder first into
the post, only to dive into a powerslam on the floor.

We take a break and come back with Shawn working on the ribs to keep
things slow, which isn’t something you often see Michaels do.
Another suplex gives Shawn two and it’'s off to a backbreaker. Back
up and a spinning kick sets up even more kicks (to be fair, kids
don’t have the most varied offense), only to miss something like a
Swanton as we take a second break.

Just like earlier we come back to Shawn in control and hitting a
Razor’s Edge, only to pull the Kid up at two. Vince thinks that
should be a DQ because Vince has some weird ideas at times. A second
Razor’s Edge brings out Razor Ramon to chase Shawn up the aisle.
Shawn trips but Diesel gets in a cheap shot from the curtain as I'm
guessing the match was thrown out somewhere in there, even though it
should have been a countout win for the Kid.

Rating: B. Good match here as the Kliq (not yet formed of course)
continues to be the best workers in the company and are always more
than willing to work with each other. This was much better than your



average match around this time, which isn’t exactly shocking given
who was in there.

Shawn gives Razor the Edge on the floor, albeit nearly in slow
motion to prevent a bad case of death. A second Edge keeps Razor in
trouble as Vince is LOSING IT on commentary.

Quebecers vs. Bert Centeno/Mike Walsh

Non-title. Centeno starts with Jacques and slaps him in the face
before bailing out to the floor. Walsh comes in and is sent hard
into the corner as the beating begins. A backdrop sends Pierre onto
Centeno and the Cannonball ends a long squash.

Rating: D. It’s not a good sign when the best part of the match was
Johnny Polo sitting in a chair with his feet up reading a magazine.
Then again, Polo was often the best part of the Quebecers’ matches.
These squashes are only going to get you so far and the Quebecers
weren’t the best option in the first place.

Post match Centeno is put in Polo’s chair and clotheslined out.
Royal Rumble ad.

Owen Hart doesn’t want to hear about Bret winning Superstar of the
Year. He has a surprise coming.

Doink the Clown vs. Tony DeVito

DeVito is nice enough to let Doink stroll Dink around before we get
going. Dink gets on the apron for no apparent reason as DeVito gets
caught in an armbar. Another takedown keeps Tony in trouble as you
can hear the crowd going very quiet for this, which isn’t the
biggest surprise. Dink is still on the apron and being rather
annoying but that’s standard for him.

A German suplex drops DeVito and we hit a headlock as we hear about
Star Wars airing on USA. Another takedown has Vince complaining
about how many times Doink has done pretty much the same thing. The
Whoopee Cushion ends a squash that has me longing for the Quebecers
match.

Rating: D-. WAY too long here as Doink has lost everything after
turning heel. This was a really boring match and Dink continues to
be far more annoying than he really should have been. Given that
he’s a small clown, that'’s quite a bit of an accomplishment. Bad
squash with the five minute runtime being ridiculous.



Jeff Jarrett and his unnamed friend (with his awesome hat) walk the
streets of Nashville and complain about never getting a break.

We look back at Crush attacking Randy Savage, which somehow got
Savage suspended.

Crush vs. Tony Roy

Heenan says Mr. Fuji is very happy because tomorrow is the
anniversary of Pearl Harbor. This is the regular phone call match
with Savage calling in from the United Kingdom. Crush shrugs off the
offense and hits a tilt-a-whirl backbreaker as we hear about
Savage’s time as a macho baby. The slow beating continues as
Savage’s reception cutting in and out. I think he’'s giving us a
salad recipe though. A gorilla press onto the top rope puts Tony
away .

Rating: D. This was all about the phone call which was all to set up
Savage making his in-ring return next week to face Fatu. The best
part though was Vince telling Bobby that Gorilla Monsoon called in
earlier today but it was a LOCAL call. The fear in Heenan’s voice
was perfect and I think that might be leading somewhere.

We run down next week’s card and heeeeeere’s Gorilla. Monsoon has
good news and bad news for Heenan. The good news is he’s won a free
trip. Heenan: “I don’t care to go anywhere!” The bad news is Monsoon
grabs him by the jacket and literally drags him out of the arena.
Heenan’s luggage is waiting next to the door as Gorilla throws both
him and it out of the building (and the company as he was off to
WCW) . Heenan looks close to tears as he salutes the building and
leaves.

Overall Rating: C+. That one match really is enough to carry the
whole show but the ending is actually a little sad. Heenan never was
his old self in WCW and it’s a shame to see him go. At least it was
in a funny moment with Monsoon getting to do it. Those two had some
of the best chemistry ever and Heenan’s line of “I wish Monsoon was
here” at the Hall of Fame gets me every time. Not a good show, but
check out that opener.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
NXT: The Full Sail Years Volumes I and II, now 1in
PAPERBACK. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/03/24/kbs-history-of-nxt




-volumes-1-and-2-now-available-in-paperback/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Monday Night Raw - May 24,
1993: You Wouldn’t Expect
This

Monday Night Raw
Date: May 24, 1993

Location: Manhattan Center, New York City, New York
Attendance: 1,000
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Randy Savage, Bobby Heenan

Something tells me this one won’t be as memorable as last week.
We’'re less than a month away from King of the Ring and the
tournament is mostly set but the big story continues to be...well
non-existent really. Most of the stories feel like they’re just
there instead of one thing being miles ahead of the rest. To be fair
though, that makes for some more interesting shows as you don’t know
what you're getting. Let'’s get to it.

Doink the Clown comes out for his match and hides underneath the
ring (hiding as much as you can with a camera on you) but we cut to
outside where Lord Alfred Hayes is with...DOINK THE CLOWN! See, it’s
an illusion, which is code for WWF announcers being too stupid to
realize more than one person could wear a clown suit.

King of the Ring Qualifying Match: Doink the Clown vs. Mr. Perfect

This is the third try at this match as both previous attempts had
gone to draws. Doink throws a towel at Perfect to get in some cheap
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shots but Perfect easily takes him down and works on the leg. Back
from a break with Doink limping around but still beating Perfect
down on the floor.

Perfect comes right back with a headscissors to keep Doink on the
mat. It turns into an amateur match with Perfect getting the better
of it and stomping on the knee again. Perfect puts on a leglock with
Doink’s shoulders down and slaps the clown every time he gets up
before getting pinned. Doink takes him right back down though and we
hit a top wristlock of all things.

We take a second break and come back with the two of them slapping
it out until Perfect is pulled face first into the middle
turnbuckle. That’s fine with Perfect, who clotheslines the heck out
of Doink and sends him outside. That means we play switching clowns
(somehow the referee doesn’t notice the missing makeup but Vince of
all people catches the problem) but the fresh Doink is caught in a
quick PerfectPlex to send Perfect to the tournament.

Rating: B. This was an entirely different kind of match than you
would have expected as heel Doink was a fascinating character who
could wrestle a rock solid technical match and be all evil at the
same time. Of course Perfect can keep up with anyone on the mat and
he was on some amazing fire in this face run. It’'s a shame he didn’t
get to do it more often too as he was excellent around this time.

Post match Perfect gets double teamed until Crush comes in for the
save.

King of the Ring Report with the now complete brackets:
Bret Hart

Razor Ramon

Mr. Perfect

Mr. Hughes

Tatanka

Lex Luger

Bam Bam Bigelow

Jim Duggan

Hulk Hogan, looking probably forty pounds lighter than usual, is
ready for Yokozuna and brags about his barely existent physique.



Money Inc. vs. Mike Bell/Tony DeVito

Non-title and DiBiase offers $100 for a shoe shine, meaning Heenan
has to be held in his seat. A kid comes in and does the shining but
IRS says that’ll be $70 tax. The kid doesn’t seem to mind making $30
for about forty seconds of work and leaves smiling. Of course Vince
and Randy freak out about how humiliating that was for him. DiBiase
sends Bell face first into the mat so it’'s off to DeVito as the fans
get on IRS’' case. Not his literal case but you get the idea. The
squashing continues as we hear about the 1-2-3 Kid winning last
week. Ted’s powerslam sets up the Write Off clothesline to put Tony
away .

Rating: D. Just a squash here (with Vince saying DeVito was squashed
after the match) and that’s all it needed to be. DiBiase always felt
a little bit out of place in 1993 as he didn’t have the same fire he
had a few years earlier. Then again it might be the whole tag team
thing as Money Inc. was fine but not exactly inspiring.

Crush vs. Bobby Who

Crush throws him into the corner and we’re already in the bearhug as
the announcers make WHO jokes. The head vice wraps this up after far
longer than it needed to go.

Rating: D-. There’s only so much I can say when a match runs over
three minutes and there are two extended holds. Crush really did
seem ready to jump through the ceiling but it never quite happened.
Maybe it was the color scheme but it just didn’t work for some
reason. Either way, this was longer than it needed to be and the WHO
jokes didn’t help.

Here’s Razor Ramon to talk about his loss to the 1-2-3 Kid. He’s not
exactly happy as you might expect and has an idea: he’ll face Kid
again next week and is willing to put up $2,500 to get Kid in the
ring. Vince shifts things over to the first round of the King of the
Ring with Ramon facing Bret Hart. Cue Bret as the fans chant 1-2-3.
Bret makes fun of Razor for losing to one of the underneath guys and
Ramon is livid as the Canadian leaves.

Heenan does his watching TV bit when Johnny Polo (Raven) pops up on
his screen to say don’t change the channel because Adam Bomb is
next. Eh clever enough.

Adam Bomb vs. Phil Apollo




Apollo would wind up playing Doink when the original (Matt Borne)
left. We hit the beating in a hurry, which might be taking place due
to Phil’s trunks being WAY too small. Adam throws him outside for a
bit before hitting him with a top rope clothesline. The Adam Smasher
(powerbomb) is good for the pin.

Bam Bam Bigelow is ready to win the Intercontinental Title and isn’t
worried about Sherri Martel in Marty Jannetty’s corner. She was in
his corner?

Overall Rating: C. That opener does more than enough to carry the
rest of this squash heavy show. It’s quite the drop from last week
but it’s still better than watching Shawn Michaels vs. Jim Duggan in
a long, boring match. It helps that I like some of the wrestlers on
here like Bomb and Crush so this wasn’t the hardest thing in the
world to sit through.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
History of the WWE’'s Big Four Pay Per Views, now in
PAPERBACK. Check out the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2017/01/27/kbs-reviews-now-av
ailable-in-paperback/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

Doink the Clown Was Creepy

http://wrestlingrumors.net/heres-one-of-the-creepiest-characters-in-
wrestling-history/

I've been writing some short opinion pieces for
Wrestlingrumors.net so here’s a bonus for Halloween.
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Monday Night Raw — October
28, 1996: The Fire In His
Eyes

Location: War Memorial Coliseum, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Jerry Lawler

Things picked up last week and it couldn’t have come at a better
point. The company basically has to restart after years of putting
on horrible shows with uninteresting characters and it just happens
to be up against one of the hottest angles of all time over in WCW.
They have their work cut out for them but they also have Bret Hart
and Steve Austin. Let’'s get to it.

We open with clips of Austin destroying Brian Pillman’s ankle to
write him out of the ring due to his horrible car wreck that
basically ended his in ring career.

Jesse Jammes vs. Salvatore Sincere

Jammes is the REAL Double J despite the original Double J being
nowhere to be seen. Well save for on Nitro that is. Jesse starts
fast with a few right hands and clotheslines to send Salvatore to
the floor. Back in and Sincere gets in a few shots, only to be
slammed off the top to put him on defense again. A full nelson slam
puts Sincere away a few seconds later.

Rating: D-. It's always amazing to see what stupid gimmick could
evolve into a moneymaker like the Road Dogg. This is one of those
ideas that is so stupid and they had to know it was dead in the
water but that’s what you have to work with. Jammes wound up turning
it into something special because he has talent and because the
company eventually realized the gimmick sucked. Why that isn’t the
case today isn’t clear but I'm sure it’s NOT the company’s fault
because that just can’t happen.
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Dok Hendrix is ready to talk about the Hall of Fame but Austin cuts
him off because no one cares about old people. Instead Dok runs down
the Survivor Series card (including the debut of one Rocky Maivia,
which is completely glossed over) and mentions that Bret is in
Calgary tonight. Austin is NOT happy with that one and lets Dok have
it as a result.

Crush vs. Aldo Montoya

JR comes out for commentary and keeps up his stupid heel run which
went nowhere and no one wanted to hear because heel commentators get
annoying in a hurry. Crush throws Aldo around to start but stops to
yell at fans for calling him Jailbird. JR asks if the jockstrap on
Aldo’s face was Vince’s idea as Crush ends it with the Heart Punch.
JR: “That wouldn’t work on you Vince.” Just a squash.

Crush beats up a fan for calling him Jailbird.

We look back at Mr. Perfect swerving Marc Mero out of the
Intercontinental Title last week. Perfect has been suspended,
meaning he’s gone and off to WCW.

Speaking of Mr. Perfect, he wins his first round match in the Karate
Fighters tournament.

We’'re told that we’ll hear from Bret at his home tonight and Pillman
from his home next week so Austin starts yelling again about how he
had to go all the way to Connecticut instead of having the cameras
come to Texas. Fair point actually. We’'ll stick with Austin for now
though and look at the attack on Pillman’s leg again. Austin
wouldn’t even let Pillman be taken away in an ambulance. He’'ll be at
Pillman’s house next week and OH MAN IT’S THAT SHOW! Austin doesn’t
want to hear about Vince caring about Bret because he’s just a
greedy promoter.

We go to Bret’s house but freaking SUNNY’'S music cuts it off as the
audio screws up. She comes out to sit on Lawler’s lap and it’'s time
for guest commentary.

Billy Gunn vs. Freddie Joe Flovyd

Yeah this instead of Bret'’s response to Austin. Thanks WWF. The
Gunns have basically split at this point without officially doing
so. Freddie works on an armbar to start as Sunny talks about liking
Billy’'s smile. Billy sends him outside and here’s Bart to yell at
his brother. That goes nowhere so Freddie hammers away and gets in



an elbow to the jaw. A hotshot drops Freddie Joe and Billy’s top
rope legdrop gives him the pin. Of note at the end: Vince says Sunny
is just like Hillary Clinton who Sunny says will be the next
President.

Rating: F. This was all about Billy getting a singles push, which
just happened to be on the same night as the beginning of Jesse
Jammes’ singles push. I love that kind of coincidence and it’s not
something you’'re going to see that often. You will however see a
match like this again and the fact that it cut off the great Austin
vs. Bret stuff makes it even worse.

Back to the debate with Bret giving his normal calm response which
Austin interprets as Bret being scared. Bret doesn’t know if Austin
has what it takes to beat him and the look on Austin’s face 1is
downright scary. Vince asks Bret why Austin issued the challenge but
Austin says it’s not over no matter what happens in the match. If
Bret wants to get rid of him he’ll have to kill him.

Bret tries to get in his catchphrase but Austin cuts him off again
before telling Bret to say something. Austin goes off on a
production guy for counting him down to commercial and beats him up
as a result. The fire in Austin gave me chills here and you can see
the future right in front of your eyes.

British Bulldog vs. Shawn Michaels

Non-title again and Owen Hart is out for commentary. Bulldog runs
him down with a shoulder to start and they have some
miscommunication on a Bulldog leapfrog, resulting in an armdrag
sending Smith out to the floor. Shawn tells him to bring it and lays
on the top rope as Bulldog takes a long break. Of course there’s no
counting or anything but that’'s not the storyline so of course it
doesn’t happen. Back in and Shawn grabs a headlock as we hear about
the production guy calling the cops on Austin.

We take a break (and sit through a commercial for WWF Full Metal)
and come back with Shawn fighting out of a chinlock but getting
slammed down by the hair. That always makes me cringe. There’s the
delayed vertical suplex from Bulldog and it’s back to the
chinlocking. Shawn fights back again and gets two off a sunset flip
before Bulldog runs him over again. We take a second break and come
back with Bulldog running into the flying forearm. The powerslam
doesn’t work and Shawn drops the top rope elbow, only to have Owen



come in for the DQ.

Rating: B. These two always had some awesome chemistry together and
they almost never had a bad match over several years. Shawn was
clearly looking tired and it was time for a change but who else
could they swap in that could come even close to his level of
quality? He was going to have a good to excellent match against
anyone he was in there against and that’s all that mattered at this
point.

Sid comes in for the save so Owen issues a challenge for a tag match
next week.

Austin is being arrested but he’s not worried because Vince will
take care of his meal ticket at Survivor Series.

Overall Rating: D+. Steve Austin is a star and there’s no way
anything is going to stop him. You can’t take your eyes off of him
any time he’s on screen with the fire in those eyes staring holes
through anything in front of him. The match with Bret can’t get here
soon enough but there’s something very important to get through next
week. The main event helps this out a lot but there are still a lot
of bad things hanging around and they’re holding the rest of the
show down. However, every time you see Austin you forget about all
that stuff because he’s just that great right now.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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Monday Night Raw — November
15, 1993: Let Freedom Ring

Monday Night Raw
Date: November 15, 1993

Location: Fernwood Resort, Bushkill, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Vince McMahon, Bobby Heenan

The big story this week is a fan voted match with Lex Luger facing
Pierre the Quebecer in a match that really isn’t the most
interesting thing in the world. Other than that we find out who will
be the replacement on the All Americans now that Tatanka has been
injured. That’s quite the cool moment so let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of Savage going nuts and attacking Vince to go
after Crush last week.

Opening sequence.

Savage has been suspended from commentary for a week in a logical
move.

Razor Ramon vs. Brooklyn Brawler

Non-title. The referee won’t let the Brawler hit Razor with the
title to start so Ramon shrugs off the early offense and punches him
down. An atomic drop slows Ramon down as we hear about Shawn
Michaels returning to the company. We hit the chinlock for a bit
before Brawler ducks his head like an idiot, setting up the Razor'’s
Edge for the easy pin.

Crush 1is very happy with costing Savage his broadcasting job.

Headshrinkers vs. Mike Bucci/Mike Maraldo

Bucci would later be known as Nova/Simon Dean. Fatu headbutts Bucci
around to start as the announcers talk about Savage being gone this
week. A double headbutt puts him down as we’re firmly in squash
territory here. Unfortunately this leads to a discussion of the Four
Doinks, which would be the only match I ever turned off in the
middle of a review because it was horrible. A double Stroke sets up
Samu’s top rope splash to squash Bucci for good.

Rating: D. I've always been a Headshrinkers fan as they’re such a
simple gimmick but they knew how to make it work. Their face run was


https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/07/27/monday-night-raw-november-15-1993-let-freedom-ring/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/07/27/monday-night-raw-november-15-1993-let-freedom-ring/

a Lot more entertaining but at the moment we’re stuck with them as
your run of the mill island savages. On the other hand it’s always
cool to see someone like Bucci as a fresh rookie before he became a
fairly well known name.

We go back to Superstars over the weekend with the announcement of
Tatanka’s replacement on the All Americans. That would be....the
Undertaker, who says he’ll fight with them against these Foreign
Fanatics. He opens the coat to reveal an American flag and says let
freedom ring in a really cool moment.

Pierre vs. Lex Luger

Pierre is one half of the Tag Team Champions. Luger whips him across
the ring a few times to start and gets two off a belly to back
suplex. A backdrop on the floor gets two for Luger and we take an
early break. Back with Luger working on the arm but some left hands
get Pierre out of trouble.

Luger gets up but Pierre’s manager Johnny Polo grabs the leg (with
the referee not only seeing him but yelling about it), allowing
Pierre to send him into the steps. A Vader Bomb gets two on Luger
and Heenan is shocked at the kickout. He does realize it was Pierre
right? Pierre puts on a bad looking reverse chinlock but Luger
powers out as we take a break.

Back with the hold on again and a piledriver getting two on Lex. A
really weird looking top rope legdrop (with Pierre trying to spin
around to drop the other leg instead of the one you would expect)
gets the same and it’s time for Luger’s comeback. Some right hands
and a slam off the top set up the flying forearm to finish Pierre
off. Heenan’s rant about all the metal in the arm is great.

Rating: D-. This is really on whoever decided to put Pierre in this
match as there was no reason to think he could handle a nearly
fifteen minute match on his own. There’s a reason you put him in a
tag team so a veteran like Jacques can carry a lot of the work but
it was basically suicide to put him out here and ask him to carry
half of a match.

Post break Jacques and Johnny have trouble waking Pierre up.
Diesel vs. Sid Garrison

Oh yeah Diesel is still a thing. Diesel powers him into the corner
with ease and a neck crank fills in more time. A big boot and an



elbow drop of all things put Sid away.

Rating: D. It’'s not a good sign when I forgot that Diesel was a
thing at this point but that’s what you have to expect when Shawn
was put out of action just a few months after Diesel debuted. There
really wasn’t much of a point to do anything with him which explains
his fairly random association with IRS at Survivor Series.

Survivor Series control center. There’s not much here other than the
announcement that Pierre has a concussion and may be out of the main
event.

We wrap it up in Nashville with Jeff Jarrett yelling at I think the
record producer (as portrayed by the future Jacqueline). He'’ll be
fine despite the lack of backup though.

Overall Rating: D-. Oh yeah this was bad. Survivor Series is almost
here but they’'re not exactly hitting the ground running with one
change after another. Undertaker is a good addition and Pierre is a
better subtraction but they need to just announce the teams already
and be done with it because these constant changes are getting
really annoying to keep up with.

One more note: there is no November 22 show as Survivor Series was
two nights later. Instead there was a clipped version of a big
special called Survivor Series Showdown which aired the night
before. For reasons I don’t quite understand, this was listed as a
lost episode of Raw, which I think had something to do with getting
to Raw 1000. It was finally aired on WWE.com a few years back and it
was actually pretty good. Here'’s the link if you’'re interested:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2013/01/24/monday-night-raw-november-2
2-1993-survivor-series-showdown-the-lost-episode/

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my
new book, KB’'s WWE Grab Bag at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01IH70904

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling
books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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