
Smackdown  –  September  16,
2022: That New Feeling
Smackdown
Date: September 16, 2022
Location: Honda Center, Anaheim, California
Commentators: Corey Graves, Michael Cole

As has been said multiple times lately, and then everything
changed. Over the course of the week, Roman Reigns started
focusing on Logan Paul, which seems to be a likely Crown Jewel
main event. That is the kind of thing that seems hard to
fathom, but here we are with a big segment needed to make it
work. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here  is  Logan  Paul  to  get  things  going.  After  commentary
recaps Paul’s issues with Roman Reigns and Paul Heyman this
week (Reigns went on Paul’s podcast and had an interview, then
after Reigns left, Paul said he could beat him), Paul says he
has done it again, meaning he has made someone mad.

We get some hardcore WHATing before Paul talks about how he
has  challenged  people  like  Floyd  Mayweather  before,  so
tomorrow there is going to be a press conference in Las Vegas.
If Reigns is man enough, he can show up and meet him face to
face. Cue the Bloodline, minus Reigns, with the returning Paul
Heyman getting to say exactly what you would expect. Heyman
gets inside, as per Logan’s invitation, and tells the team
that he has this. He sees Logan as one of the few non-WWE guys
who could be a Paul Heyman Guy. Logan is the one who stood up
to fight Mayweather and never went down.

Logan asks what Heyman is getting at so Heyman praises the
Paul Brothers’ fighting abilities before suggesting that Logan
is in over his head. That doesn’t shake Logan, who asks what
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Heyman is afraid of with a press conference. Yeah Reigns would
probably smash him, but what if Logan hit that one lucky shot
and won the Undisputed Universal Title? That makes Heyman back
up a bit, so he has Solo Sikoa get in the ring.

Logan thinks he could knock Heyman out before Solo could get
in the ring, so Sami slides in first. Sami thinks Reigns
should have let him handle things, so Heyman throws the mic
down and says do it. Logan drops him with one shot, drawing in
the Usos and Sikoa to chase him off. Cue Ricochet for his
scheduled match. Logan vs. Reigns is an out of nowhere match
that needed to be set up fast. They did what they could here
but there are only so many ways to make it work and I don’t
think it quite came together, especially with all the focus on
the boxing stuff.

Ricochet vs. Sami Zayn

Sami works on the arm to start and wristlocks him to the mat.
The  chinlock  is  quickly  reversed  into  a  headlock  as  Cole
actually name drops Pro Wrestling Guerrilla. Ricochet fights
up and knocks him to the floor but Sami is right back in with
a shot to the face. A middle rope elbow to the head sets up a
chinlock but Ricochet fights back up again. What looked like a
springboard is broken up, sending Ricochet ribs first as we
take a break.

Back with Sami going up top but getting dropkicked out of the
air for a crash. Ricochet starts kicking away and hits a
running hurricanrana into a high crossbody for two. The Recoil
is  blocked  and  Ricochet’s  standing  moonsault  hits  knees,
causing Heyman to make a mess of the announcers’ table. A
superkick looks to set up the frog splash but Jimmy Uso offers
a distraction, allowing Zayn to hit the Blue Thunder Bomb
for….nothing due to Logan Paul.

The Benedryller is broken up but Ricochet knocks Jey Uso off
the apron again. Sami snaps off a half and half suplex but



Jey’s angry charge distracts the referee. That’s enough for
Zayn to yell at the Usos, allowing Ricochet to hit a big dive
onto them. Back in and the shooting star press finishes Zayn
at 13:06.

Rating: C+. These two know what they’re doing and as usual, it
is always nice to see Ricochet getting a win where he can.
That hasn’t happened often enough for a very long time but
it’s working more in recent weeks. Throw in Zayn getting to do
some more stuff and this was rather nice to see, especially
with the time they had.

Post match the Bloodline looks ready to strike but Madcap Moss
runs down with a chair to cut it off.

Karrion Kross and Scarlett are looking forward to choking out
Drew McIntyre so he’ll stay down. McIntyre fought, but like
everyone else, he eventually went down. Kross is going to
leave him in an endless loop of suffering.

The Dupris introduce the Maximum Male Models with their Back
To School Collection, but Braun Strowman runs in to take them
apart (with Mace giving a great OH NO look when the music
hit). The powerbomb plants Mansoor hard but cue the Alpha
Academy to go after Strowman. Otis manages a World’s Strongest
Slam but Strowman pops back up. The Academy wisely runs.

Here is Damage Ctrl for a chat. Bayley laughs about being back
and introduces the rest of the team as the new Women’s Tag
Team Champions. That means they can go anywhere they want,
which Bayley describes as power. They took the titles and put
Aliyah  on  the  shelf.  Cue  Raquel  Rodriguez  to  call  them
powerless bullies.

Bayley vs. Raquel Rodriguez

The rest of Damage Ctrl is here so Rodriguez goes outside to
throw Kai into Sky. The distraction lets Bayley get in some
shows of her own though and the stomping ensues outside. Back



in and Bayley is knocked into the corner, setting up a big
boot to drop Bayley again. The Vader Bomb elbow is broken up
via a distraction though and Bayley ties Rodriguez’s leg in
the ropes.

A running knee to the tied up knee gives Bayley two and a
running clothesline to the back of the head gets the same.
Rodriguez fights back up with some fall away slams so the rest
of  the  team  offers  another  distraction.  That’s  fine  with
Rodriguez, who slams Kai onto Bayley to set up the corkscrew
Vader Bomb elbow. Sky rakes the eyes though and it’s the Rose
Plant for the pin at 6:26.

Rating: C. It’s weird to see Rodriguez lose but it did take
three people and a bunch of cheating. That’s a good enough way
to protect her, which is a good idea given what kind of a
force she has been lately. Bayley seems set to go after Bianca
Belair so Rodriguez is going to need a partner not named
Aliyah to go after the Tag Team Titles, at least in theory.

Post match the beatdown is on until Shotzi runs in for the
save.

We  get  a  sitdown  interview  with  Ronda  Rousey,  who  wasn’t
worried about Liv Morgan last time and still isn’t this time.
Liv comes in and sits down, where she says that Rousey uses
more useless words than anyone else. Rousey doesn’t buy it but
Liv says she is the only person to beat her twice. Liv is used
to the lack of respect and knows she has to do it again, so
let’s  make  it  an  Extreme  Rules  match.  Rousey  says  it’s
Morgan’s funeral and leaves. I’ll take it over a straight
match.

Drew McIntyre is on the commentary table to say Karrion Kross
has his attention. It seems that if Kross isn’t jumping him
from behind, he won’t face McIntyre like a man. McIntyre says
the only countdown Kross needs to worry about is 3, 2, 1,
lights out. It was short and to the point, but having McIntyre



pop up and stand on the table made it feel more spontaneous,
or at least different.

The Usos fire up Solo Sikoa, but he says he has this because
Jey Uso was off earlier. Sami Zayn can come though.

NXT North American Title: Solo Sikoa vs. Madcap Moss

Sikoa, with Sami Zayn, is defending. Feeling out process to
start until an elbow to the face drops Moss. Back up and Moss
runs him over as well, setting up a running clothesline to put
Sikoa on the floor. Sami offers a distraction though and Sikoa
whips Moss into the barricade to take over. They get back
inside where Sikoa can hit a spinwheel kick, followed by some
glaring.

A belly to belly plants Moss again and the running hip attack
connects, but Moss fights up and hits his forearms to the
face. Something like a Rock Bottom gives Moss two, followed by
Sikoa’s Samoan drop for the same. Moss grabs a fall away slam
but Sami pulls Sikoa to the floor. The chase is on, allowing
Sikoa to hit a superkick into a swinging Rock Bottom for the
pin at 10:51.

Rating: C-. This picked up a bit near the end but it was clear
that neither was ready to lead a match. They’re both athletic
and can do the moves, but they don’t quite seem to know when
or where to do them. It was disjointed rather than bad and
that often shows just as much if not more, which was the case
here.

Hit Row vs. New Day vs. Brawling Brutes vs. Imperium

For the #1 contendership with B Fab, Gunther and Sheamus at
ringside.. During the entrances, we’re told that Erik of the
Viking Raiders has suffered a foot injury, hence the team’s
absence. Butch and Kaiser slug it out to start before going
outside for the brawl. Top Dolla throws Ashante Adonis onto
the two of them, setting up back to back flip dives from New



Day to send us to a break.

Back with Kaiser putting Butch in a neck crank but Butch
escapes and starts twisting on the fingers. Holland comes in
but gets caught in Imperium’s corner, with Vinci armdragging
him into an armbar. That’s broken up though and Dolla comes in
to suplex Holland. Adonis comes in for an assisted splash and
we hit the chinlock. Holland fights up so Kofi tags himself
into pick up the pace. Everything breaks down and Imperium
hits their double dropkick in the corner as we take another
break.

Back again with Holland fighting out of trouble, allowing the
hot tag to Woods to clear out Imperium. Holland is back in to
clothesline Woods but Butch tags himself in and gets to clean
house as well. Dolla kicks him down before putting Butch and
Woods  on  his  shoulders,  plus  catching  Kofi  in  a  World’s
Strongest Slam at the same time.

All three are planted but Holland comes in with an Alabama
Slam for two. Kofi hits a heck of a suicide dive onto Dolla,
leaving Kofi to hit the top rope splash to Adonis’ back, with
Butch having to make a save. Imperium breaks that up and drops
Kofi with the Imperial Bomb but Holland tags himself in to
steal the pin at 18:55.

Rating: B. This was the kind of insanity that you are supposed
to get with a match like this and that was a good thing. It
felt like there were multiple times where any team could win
and it’s nice to have that kind of drama. The Brutes winning
is  a  surprise  and  while  I  can’t  imagine  them  taking  the
titles, they’re fresh challengers for the Usos so it’s a step
up.

Overall Rating: C+. The main event helped and while I wasn’t
wild on the Logan Paul stuff, it is something different as
they take a side tour on the road to Extreme Rules. This was
an easy to watch show save for maybe Moss vs. Sikoa, which



wasn’t  even  that  bad.  The  main  thing  continues  to  be  a
slightly different way of presenting the show and that is what
WWE has been needing for far too long now.

Results
Ricochet b. Sami Zayn – Shooting start press
Bayley b. Raquel Rodriguez – Rose Plant
Solo Sikoa b. Madcap Moss – Swinging Rock Bottom
Brawling Brutes b. Imperium, New Day and Hit Row – Imperial
Bomb to Kingston
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Commentators: Corey Graves, Byron Saxton, Jimmy Smith

We are less than a month away from Extreme Rules and Raw could
use some matches on the card. There are already some feuds
going here and we should have a few things ready to go sooner
than later. As for tonight though, this is all about the
Edge/Rey Mysterio vs. the Judgment Day, because this story is
still going. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Here is Seth Rollins to get things going and the fans seem to
approve. Rollins dubs himself the host for the evening and
talks about how he is in Riddle’s head. Now Riddle wants a
rematch, but since Rollins isn’t interested, it’s time to move
on. Rollins hasn’t been a champion in far too long, but here
is Riddle to start the fight fast. They fight into the crowd
with Rollins managing a rake to the eyes and run off.

Riddle gives chase but here is Judgment Day to interrupt.
Damian Priest says he, Rhea Ripley and Riddle go way back.
They talk about how Riddle has never gotten his chance before
and think he would fit in well on the team. Riddle appreciates
the offer but passes, earning a threat from Balor. The fight
is on and we’ll do this after the break.

Finn Balor vs. Riddle

Joined in progress with Riddle rolling some gutwrench suplexes
and  hitting  a  Broton.  Balor  starts  going  after  the  knee,
including pulling it off the middle rope to send Riddle’s head
into the buckle. The chinlock doesn’t last long but Balor
neckbreakers him right back down to cut off the comeback. They
fight to the apron with the reverse DDT planning Riddle as we
take a break. Back with Riddle hitting a release fisherman’s
suplex for a much needed breather. Riddle sends him outside
and hits the kick to Balor’s chest, setting up the springboard
Floating Bro onto Balor and Priest.
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Back in and Priest offers a distraction so Balor can hit the
Nightmare On Helm Street. Cue Rey Mysterio to post Priest and
fight with him into the crowd so things are even again. A Bro
To  Sleep  into  a  German  suplex  gives  Riddle  two  but  the
Floating Bro hits knees. Balor misses the Coup de Grace and
Riddle  is  back  with  the  hanging  DDT.  Cue  Rollins  for  a
distraction, allowing Balor to hit 1916 and the Coup de Grace
for the pin at 13:33.

Rating: C+. There was some interference, but Riddle needs to
win  a  match  of  note  sometime  soon  before  he  falls  even
further. The good thing is that very well could be at Extreme
Rules, as you can all but pencil in Riddle vs. Rollins II in
some kind of a big violent match. Other than that, Balor is
probably heading for a showdown with Edge and that should work
well when we finally get there.

Post  match  Rollins  comes  in  for  a  Stomp  to  leave  Riddle
laying.

Bayley and Damage Ctrl aren’t happy with Bianca Belair, Raquel
Rodriquez and Aliyah, but all will be made right tonight.

Dominik Mysterio is tired of just being Re Mysterio’s son and
says Edge got what he deserved. Tonight, he’ll finish Edge for
good,  because  he’s  tired  of  living  in  Rey’s  shadow.  Rhea
Ripley pops up to whisper in his ear, causing Dominik to say
he  isn’t  a  little  boy  anymore,  but  rather  a  man.  Ripley
smiles.

Video on Johnny Gargano.

Austin Theory doesn’t think much of Gargano and is looking
forward to Chad Gable beating Gargano tonight. Gable comes in
to say after tonight, it’s Johnny SHUSH!

Women’s  Tag  Team  Titles:  Damage  Ctrl  vs.  Aliyah/Raquel
Rodriguez



Aliyah/Rodriguez  are  defending  and  Bayley  is  here  too.
Rodriguez and Kai start things off with Rodriguez using the
power to take over. Aliyah comes in for a clothesline and
splash in the corner before it’s back to Rodriguez to run Kai
over for two. Rodriguez launches Aliyah over the top and onto
both champs as we take a break.

Back with Aliyah coming in and hiptossing Sky as Bayley isn’t
pleased at ringside. Aliyah gets sent into the corner for the
running boot to the face and seems to be favoring her arm. Kai
comes back in to pull on both arms as Bayley says stick to the
plan. Aliyah fights up and hits a double neckbreaker to get
herself out of trouble.

The hot tag brings in Rodriguez to clean house but Aliyah is
right back in. Sky hurricanranas Rodriguez outside, leaving
Aliyah to hit a springboard X Factor for two on Kai, with
Bayley putting the foot on the ropes. Rodriguez goes after
Bayley,  leaving  Sky  to  moonsault  down  onto  her.  The
Kairppractor finishes Aliyah for the pin and the titles at
12:09.

Rating:  C.  They  more  or  less  telegraphed  this  ending  the
second Aliyah and Rodriguez won the titles in the first place.
Rodriguez more or less was the team as Aliyah can’t do much of
anything on her own, so getting rid of Rodriguez pretty much
guaranteed new champions. Damage Ctrl should have been the
champions in the first place but at least we only had to wait
for two weeks.

Rey Mysterio tries to talk Dominik Mysterio out of his match
with Edge because it is a point of no return. They can still
be family and fox all of this but Dominik won’t say anything.
Rhea Ripley pops up to say Dominik is a man and doing what he
wants, leaving Rey distraught.

Johnny Gargano vs. Chad Gable

Otis is in Gable’s corner. They go to the mat to start with a



grapple off going nowhere. Gable takes him down by the arm but
gets  reversed  into  a  headlock.  Back  up  and  a  running
hurricanrana into a crucifix gives Gargano two, setting up a
front facelock. Gable gets up and hits Gargano in the face to
take over, setting up a waistlock. Gargano knocks him to the
floor though and hits the running dive to take Gable down
again as we take a break.

Back with Gable working on the leg, which he banged up during
the break. Gargano manages to send him to the corner though
and the slingshot spear gets two. Gable is fine enough to pull
him into the ankle lock though, followed by something like a
Razor’s Edge Dominator for two. The moonsault misses so Gable
settles for a nasty wheelbarrow suplex for two more.

What  looked  to  be  a  top  rope  headbutt  misses  though  and
Gargano pulls him into the Gargano Escape. That’s reversed
into another ankle lock, which Gargano breaks up as well. The
American Automatic gets two and Gargano is back up with a
discus  lariat  to  leave  them  both  down.  Gargano  sends  him
outside for a dive onto Gable and Otis, setting up One Final
Beat (slingshot DDT) for the pin at 13:50.

Rating: B-. Gargano is back and that’s a good thing, though he
wasn’t quite as sharp as he was at his best in NXT. That being
said, he’s going to be fine as he has the Theory match all but
guaranteed for down the road. Then you have Gable, and my
goodness he better be grateful that he is this good in the
ring.  The  SHUSH  thing  has  turned  him  into  another  joke
character, but it does get better when he’s in the ring and
gets to show what he can do. And it’s still better than being
called Shorty G.

Post match Otis goes after Gargano, who hits two superkicks
and runs off. Theory pops up with a briefcase shot to drop
Gargano though, meaning it’s selfie time.

Post break Theory is in the ring to ask if he disappointed the



fans. Gargano needed someone to show him how this works but
here  is  Kevin  Owens  to  interrupt.  Before  Owens  can  say
anything, Theory cuts him off and says he is sick of people
interrupting him. He is too good to have this keep happening
and he is going to take over this entire industry. Theory says
he has done more in a few months than Owens has done in five
years, but that’s too far for Owens.

That doesn’t work for Owens, who points out that Theory has
had everything handed to him. Sure Owens’ Universal Title was
handed to him, but that’s the only similarity between them and
thank goodness for that. Owens says there have been a lot of
guys like Theory to come along and a lot of them have failed.
Then you have people like Owens and Gargano who have come
along and you can count their success on one hand. They are
the heart and soul of this business but people like Theory are
the appendix of this business: completely disposable.

Owens doesn’t see it in Theory but begs him to prove him
wrong. Theory needs to let his passion loose and get better
every time he is in front of these people. That is how you
prove him wrong and become the face of WWE. Theory says he’s
just better than Owens, who decides to hit him in the face to
get the point across. The brawl is on and referees/agents have
to fail at keeping them apart. Theory, with his forehead and
nose busted, gets away, with Owens saying that was just the
beginning. This was a heck of a segment with Owens speaking
from the heart as only he can.

Here is Bianca Belair for an open challenge. She announces
said  challenge,  even  though  it  was  made  clear  before  the
break. Cue Sonya Deville to say she remembers what Belair did
to her and that is why she isn’t Raw Women’s Champion. Belair:
“This is an open challenge, not an open mic.” She wants a
referee down here.

Raw Women’s Title: Sonya Deville vs. Bianca Belair



Belair is defending. They go with the grappling to start until
Deville takes her into the corner and fires off the kicks to
the ribs. A clothesline out of the corner gets Belair out of
trouble and a suplex into a handspring moonsault gives her
two. Sonya is sent outside and avoids a moonsault, setting up
a heck of a clothesline as we take a break.

Back with Deville being sent into the corner, setting up the
chinlock. Belair is sent outside and into the announcers’
table, setting up another chinlock back inside. A rollup gives
Belair two but Sonya is back up with I think a middle rope
knee for two of her own. Belair powers up and uses the corner
to flip out of a dragon sleeper. The KOD retains the title at
12:07.

Rating: C. Well, at least it wasn’t a returning Carmella.
Belair vs. Bayley is another match that is all but locked in
already so there isn’t much of a reason to get worried about
Belair possibly losing her title. Bayley should be all but
ready to win the thing as Belair has gotten her two big
Wrestlemania wins and is pretty much set for the rest of her
career. Let the best woman in WWE get back to the top where
she belongs.

Post match here is Bayley to say Belair has a big fat ego.
Bayley says the match can happen later, but here are Iyo Sky
and Dakota Kai to surround Belair. The brawl is on but Alexa
Bliss and Asuka run in for the save. Well good thing Damage
Ctrl got to win earlier, because they looked pretty lame here.

Omos vs. Cash Morazi/Ryan Tombs

Graves  wants  to  call  them  Thing  1  and  Thing  2  as  the
destruction is on. A double shoulder drops them and something
like a cobra clutch has Morazi flailing. For some reason Tombs
makes the save so Omos beats them up again. Two chokeslams set
up the double pin at 1:38. It’s as good as any other way to
keep Omos on TV.



Rey Mysterio tries to talk Edge out of the match but Edge says
this has to happen.

We look back at Seth Rollins and Riddle earlier tonight.

Rollins  declares  himself  the  face  of  the  show  but  Bobby
Lashley comes in to say not so fast. Lashley mocks Rollins’
colorful gear but doesn’t see any gold, which determines the
power around here. The title match is set for next week. Now
there’s a fresh match that feels big and hasn’t been run into
the ground before.

We get a special interview with Miz and Maryse at their home,
with the kids running in for a cameo. Maryse comes in and
mocks  Miz  for  being  scared  about  Dexter  Lumis,  who  she
guarantees will never be here. With Maryse gone, Miz refuses
to talk about Lumis and refuses to talk about what Lumis did
to him. Miz and Maryse leave to go to a premiere and Lumis is
in their house, where he draws a picture of Miz and Maryse
with their daughters. And Lumis is the good guy in this right?

Dominik Mysterio vs. Edge

Rhea Ripley is here with Dominik. Edge knocks him into the
corner to start and this a headbutt as Dominik is in early
trouble. Dominik is sent outside for a pep talk with Ripley,
which goes badly for him as well. Some forearms do nothing for
Dominik as Edge throws him back inside, only to have Ripley
trip Edge down. Dominik sends him into the steps and we take a
break.

Back with Dominik working on the knee, setting up the Three
Amigos (which do not go very well. Dominik goes up top, does
the Eddie dance, knocks Edge off, and hits the frog splash for
two. Edge sends him shoulder/head first into the post and the
comeback is on, including the Edge-O-Matic for two. The spear
is loaded up but gets reversed into the half crab. That’s
broken up and Edge ties him in the ropes and hammers away,
only to have Rey run in and cut off the spear attempt. Edge



shoves him away so here is Damian Priest to pull Rey outside.
With Rey thrown over the announcers’ table, Finn Balor runs in
for the DQ at 15:03.

Rating: D+. This was a rough sit and it made me feel sorry for
Dominik all over again. Dominik is far from some colossal
disaster in the ring and he can do his moves (well most of
them at least) decently enough. The problem is that is the end
of his talents. He doesn’t have charisma, he doesn’t show much
fire, and most of what he does in the ring is flat out copying
Rey or Eddie. I don’t want to see him in the ring and I have
no interest in his issues with Rey and Edge. Making this the
main event was a rough watch and odds are it is going to
continue for whatever reason.

Dominik isn’t horrible at what he does, but he needs to get
FAR away from Rey and wrestle on a show where he can get
experience at a lower level. Throwing him straight into the
WWE fire didn’t help him and while the Tag Team Title win with
Rey was a genuinely nice moment, there is nothing there for
him to make something like this work. Let him go somewhere
else and find his own way, because this is crippling his
career.

Post match the big beatdown is on, with a bunch of chair shots
to Edge’s leg and the Coup de Grace to make it worse. Judgment
Day poses to end the show.

Overall Rating: C+. I’m not sure what to make of this show, as
WAY too much of it was focusing on Edge/Rey vs. Judgment Day,
which hasn’t been interesting in a long time. Rollins vs.
Riddle seems set for Extreme Rules and odds are Riddle costs
him the match with Lashley next week. Other than that, there
wasn’t much to see here and some of the momentum is starting
to slip. Certainly better than the Vince shows, but they need
to  move  on  from  this  Dominik  obsession  fast  because  it’s
dragging everything else down.



Results
Finn Balor b. Riddle – Coup de Grace
Damage  Ctrl  b.  Raquel  Rodriguez/Aliyah  –  Kairopractor  to
Aliyah
Johnny Gargano b. Chad Gable – One Final Beat
Bianca Belair b. Sonya Deville – KOD
Omos b. Cash Morazi/Ryan Tombs – Double pin
Edge b. Dominik Mysterio via DQ when Finn Balor interfered
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