
Ring Of Honor TV – February
3, 2021: They’ve Still Got It
(In A Bad Way)
Ring of Honor
Date: February 3, 2021
Location: UMBC Events Center, Baltimore, Maryland
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

I’m really not sure what to say around here as we keep going
from week to week with not all that much really feeling like
it changes. We don’t have a show to build towards and while we
are probably going to have some good matches, odds are they’re
going to come after the same format this show has used for
months now. In other words, it’s going to be pretty good but
not exactly inspiring. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Joe Keys talks about how hard it has been to get here and how
hard he has worked in the Ring of Honor Dojo. Jonathan Gresham
was his trainer, but he isn’t the first trainer he had. That
trainer passed away and now Keys wishes he could tell his
trainer that he’s getting a Pure Title shot. Now he’s going to
get the title to get back at Gresham for what Gresham put him
through.

Jonathan Gresham talks about how hard Final Battle was and Joe
Keys isn’t ready for that. Keys has earned a title shot by
winning a match against other Dojo students but now he is
stepping up even higher. Tonight, Keys is going to learn that
this isn’t the Dojo because he is up against the Foundation.

Now that we have your required two minute promos out of the
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way because we must have them before almost every match, we’re
ready to go.

Pure Title: Jonathan Gresham vs. Joe Keys

Keys is challenging after winning a Dojo match, thereby making
the rankings even less important than your run of the mill
wrestling rankings. Gresham takes him to the mat with a
headscissors to start and Keys can’t do much to power out.
Eventually it means the first rope break and they’re back up.
A waistlock has Gresham in trouble and Keys powers him over to
the ropes, where Keys has to grab said rope to avoid falling.
That’s good for a rope break and we take a break to keep pace
with both guys.

Back with Keys winning a slugout so Gresham grabs the armdrags
to put Keys in trouble again. A quick backbreaker gives Keys a
breather, only to have Gresham crank on the arm again. Keys’
German suplex gets two and there’s another backbreaker to put
Gresham down again. The Boston crab sends Gresham to the rope
for the break, followed by a headbutt for a third and final
rope break. Keys wins another slugout and gets two off a
clothesline but misses a top rope headbutt. La Majistral gives
Gresham two more and he rolls Keys down into a nasty
hammerlock for the tap to retain at 12:41.

Rating: C+. Keys looked fine here and the teacher vs. student
idea is always going to work. It helps that Keys got to show
off a bit here before the only ending the match could have
had. At the same time though, I’m not exactly thrilled with
seeing Ring of Honor do their best New Japan impression with
the Young Lions/students thing, even if they already had
characters and personae before they came here.

Matt Taven comes up to Mike Bennett, who is getting his ankle
fixed up. Bennett says he’ll be fine and needs this match
tonight. Taven doesn’t seem convinced but goes along with it.

Danhausen…is confused about all the lights and cameras around



him. He only cares about being rich and famous and wants to
know where his blimp is, as he was promised one in his
contract. If he swears, he gets thrown off the air and that
means he can’t be rich and famous. Danhausen likes to kick
people in the face, like Brian Johnson, who yells at internet
people. There is no stopping Danhausen because Danhausen is
not evil. This was one of those wacky characters but it was
the kind that actually worked, which is not something you get
to see very often. Not too bad here.

Brian Johnson talks about how he grew up loving wrestling,
even if it meant taking your vitamins or drinking a beer. Now
he loves real wrestlers and can’t stand someone who lives on
his couch and thinks he’s funny. Danhausen is a joke and it
took a bad referee to cost him their match at Ring of Honor.
Everyone has overlooked him and that isn’t happening
again….whenever this match takes place.

The Bouncers are ready to face the OGK (OG Kingdom) tonight.
Things have changed since Mike Bennett left though and
tonight, they are the first step on the Bouncers’ path to the
Tag Team Titles.

Matt Taven and Mike Bennett are ready to get back to what
worked, without having to think of Vincent and the Righteous.

OGK vs. Bouncers

Bennett and Milonas start things off and Bennett finds out
that he can’t do things as usual against someone this big. The
ankle flares up too, including as Milonas doesn’t move off a
shoulder block. Taven comes in and loads up the dive but
Bruiser stands in front of him for a good visual. We settle
down to Taven getting caught in a side slam/dropkick
combination. Taven manages an enziguri and brings Bennett back
in, only to have Bruiser run him over.

Some double teaming manages to knock Milonas down though and
Taven nails a superkick but Bennett’s ankle goes out again.



The Bruiser goes after the ankle with some cranking on the
mat, followed by Milonas sitting on him in the corner. We take
a break and come back with Bennett getting over for the hot
tag to Taven to pick up the pace. The Flight of the Conqueror
takes out Milonas on the floor and Aurora Borealis hits
Bruiser for two back inside.

Bruiser hits a Samoan drop and we cut to a shot of the video
screen for some reason. With that out of the way, Milonas hits
a Side Effect on Taven but Bennett is back in with a
superkick. Bruiser is back up to run Taven over but the frog
splash misses. Bennett catches Bruiser with a spear but falls
to the floor. That leaves Taven to grab something like a
Crossface to make Bruiser tap at 11:56.

Rating: C. I continue to be astounded at how much better Taven
is as a face than the heel he was for years. Bennett still
isn’t much more than a guy in trunks but he has already been
treated as far more important here than he ever was in WWE. If
this is what he wants to do then good for him, because there
was little point to him being in WWE as far as career
advancement went.

Post match the Bouncers are ready for the toast but here is
the Righteous with Vincent saying Bruiser has no direction.
Bennett was gone for five years and he’s right back like
nothing ever changed. Or Milonas, who has been around for 18
years, and has been given nothing. Taven just bought a house
but where is anything for the Bouncers? The Righteous leaves
and Bruiser breaks a beer bottle over Taven’s head. A twisting
DDT plants Bennett and Milonas is shocked to end the show.

Overall Rating: C. The ending helped the show a bit but the
same problems continue around here: nothing to build towards
and stories that move along at such a slow pace that they
might as well not even be there. At the same time you have the
same longer form promos, which work on some occasions but then
there are people who have nothing to say and it shows pretty



badly. The show isn’t terrible by any means but it’s often
boring, which is a lot worse most of the time. That was
slightly better this week, but they have a lot of things to
fix.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

Ring Of Honor TV – February
5, 2020: Get Him Some Better
Soup

IMG Credit: Ring Of Honor Wrestling
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Date: February 5, 2020
Location: Center Stage, Atlanta, Georgia
Commentators: Caprice Coleman, Ian Riccaboni
Hosts: Ian Riccaboni, Quinn McKay

We’re still building towards…whatever it is that we’re building towards
these days. I’m sure there is going to be something about the NWA
invasion, which is better than nothing for a major story. I’m not sure
what all that is going to entail on the show but hopefully we get
something fun out of it. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

We open with a recap of last week’s Six Man Tag Team Title change.

Quick preview from the hosts.

Joe Hendry and Dalton Castle have a meeting about how to solve their
problems. The solution: win more matches. And get Dalton some better
soup.

Master and Machine vs. Dalton Castle/Joe Hendry

Hendry takes Master down with an early wristlock but it’s back up so they
both miss some kicks to the head. Master’s hurricanrana works well enough
but he has to slip out of a fall away slam to send us to a break. Back
with Castle vs. Machine with Castle wrestling him down and scoring with a
suplex.

The chinlock doesn’t last long but Machine has to get out of a Bang A
Rang attempt. Master puts him down and belly to back suplexes Master into
a moonsault. A double stomp into an elbow gets two on Castle but it’s off
to Hendry in a hurry. Hendry’s delayed vertical suplex connects for two
and it’s already back to Castle for a chinlock. Make that a chinlock from
Hendry, followed by a suplex from Castle.

Master gets in a kick to the head though and it’s Machine coming back in
to pick up the pace. Castle and Hendry get beaten up, including a
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spinebuster to Castle and a spear to Hendry. The Skywalker Elbow gets two
on Hendry but he’s right back up with a double fall away slam. Everything
breaks down and Master is shoved into a Codebreaker, setting up the
reverse Sling Blade for the pin at 10:45.

Rating: C+. This worked better than I was expecting as Master and Machine
(not Master and Commander as I keep wanting to put) are a rather nice
treat that I wasn’t expecting. Castle and Hendry are getting better but
it took so long to get there that it doesn’t feel like it’s worth the
time.

Video on Brian Johnson not wanting to listen to PJ Black but agreeing to
team with him anyway.

Mark Haskins wants to go after the World Title but Tracy Williams doesn’t
seem convinced.

Come to these shows!

Rhett Titus vs. Danhausen

Danhausen dances to start and gets taken down into an armbar for his
efforts. Titus shrugs off a chokeslam attempt but he makes the mistake of
swearing, which is NOT ok with Danhausen! I could go with this guy! He
holds up a swear/teeth jar to Titus as we take a break. Back with a
running dropkick putting Titus on the floor but a slingshot dive is
countered into a northern lights suplex for two.

Titus hits a running boot in the corner and shouts about Kenny King,
setting up a reverse over the shoulder backbreaker. A splash misses in
the corner though and Danhausen hits a slingshot German suplex. That
means he can pour the teeth on Titus’ face so Titus is right back with a
dropkick (Ian: “Only Okada gets higher!” Yeah we’ve got the second best
dropkick around! If you want to see the best, go watch that other show!”)
for the pin at 7:39.

Rating: C-. Uh…what was that? This should have been Danhausen winning the
entire way and yet Titus wins off a freaking dropkick? I get that they’re
setting up Titus vs. King again (because THAT is what we need to see) but



Danhausen is getting support from the crowd and loses to Rhett Titus? I
continue to not get the thinking here, or at least the lack of forward
thinking.

Dan Maff/Jeff Cobb vs. Briscoes vs. Lifeblood

The Bouncers are on commentary and we actually get some handshakes before
the bell. Haskins kicks at Cobb’s legs to start before going with the
tried and true jump on his back method. That goes as far as you would
expect and we take a break. Back with Mark Briscoe slugging away at Cobb
before handing it off to Williams for the same. Haskins works on Cobb’s
arm with a bunch of stomps but Jay tags himself in to stomp away in the
corner.

The Briscoes clothesline Cobb down but Williams tags himself in, much to
Tracy’s annoyance. Jay does the same thing and it’s time for the big
uppercuts. A slap to Haskins’ face counts as a tag and it’s Mark vs. Mark
for the slugout. Cobb uses the distraction to run them over and it’s Maff
coming in to clean house. Everything breaks down and we take another
break.

Back with Maff sending people to the floor for a big dive. Cobb’s
spinning belly to back suplex into Maff’s backsplash gets two on Williams
with Haskins making the save. Lifeblood double teams Maff for their own
two but it just wakes him up to chop away at everyone. A kick to the leg
sets up an ankle lock to Maff with Haskins stomping away at the same
time.

The Froggy Bow breaks it up and it’s time for the parade of people
hitting each other in the face. Redneck Boogie gets two on Williams but
he’s back up with a Death Valley Driver to Mark Briscoe. The Crossface
goes on until Jay powerbombs Haskins onto them for the save. The Jay
Driller finishes Haskins at 12:34.

Rating: B-. This is where the company excels and they did it again here.
These guys had a very fast paced and entertaining match which is all you
can ask for out of something like this. Lifeblood having issues could be
interesting and Cobb/Maff are the monsters that you need to have around
here. The Briscoes are themselves and I wouldn’t be surprised to see them



back in the title picture again soon (mainly because they’re never out).

Overall Rating: C+. Pretty good overall here with the action being the
focus of the show, which is where the company shines more often than not.
They really aren’t great with the storyline stuff around here and other
than a few things in the back, there wasn’t a major story in the whole
show. It’s what makes things better around here and that was the case
here. Not a great show, but far better than some of the stuff they’ve
done over the last year.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’s Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Ring Of Honor TV – December
11,  2019:  Yeah  They  Don’t
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Ring of Honor
Date: December 11, 2019
Location: Stage AE, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman
Host: Ian Riccaboni

It’s the go home show for Final Battle and something tells me that isn’t
going to matter all that much here. They’re far too late to make the show
feel like the big deal that it’s supposed to be and I don’t think I’m
being ridiculous to suggest that they likely don’t care much about this
TV show anymore. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We open with a look at PCO beating Marty Scurll to become #1 contender
for Final Battle. This is one of only a handful of stories that has
received any attention and we kind of get the concept already.

Video on Vincent vs. Matt Taven. Someone attacked their Kingdom teammate
TK O’Ryan, with Marseglia eventually revealing himself as the villain. He
turned on Taven and busted him open, setting up Final Battle. I believe
this is the first time the Vinny Marseglia heel turn has been mentioned
in any kind of detail on this show.

Video on Bully Ray vs. Mark Haskins, which is Ray bullying someone else
in the exact same way he has ever since he turned heel in the first
place. I would ask who thinks this is a good idea, but Ray as the booker
tells you all you need to know.

We go to a live event where Haskins, with a table in the ring, calls out
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Ray. Cue Ray, but he won’t get in, as instead it’s Flip Gordon jumping
Haskins from behind with a kendo stick. Ray pays Gordon off (because that
feud is already forgotten) and puts Haskins through the table. Oh and he
calls Haskins and his family trash, just to be extra nasty.

Dalton Castle finds Joe Hendry on a couch and they get into a discussion
of being a big band. Castle gets confused and thinks they should be
superheros. Uh, yeah.

Bateman vs. PJ Black

This is Bateman’s debut and Black isn’t on Final Battle. Black works on
an armbar to start but gets reversed in a hurry. A forearm to the face
puts Black in the corner but he comes right back out with his own shots
to the face. Bateman gets knocked to the floor and hit with a slingshot
dive as we take a break.

Back with Bateman faceplanting him and hitting a running kick to the face
for two. Bateman sends him face first into the buckle as he certainly
seems to have a target. Black hits a spinwheel kick but has to bail out
of the Placebo Effect. The second attempt connects for two but Bateman
slips out of what looked like a reverse DDT.

A headbutt sets up a Snow Plow for two on Black, who is right back with a
kick to the face of his own. Black’s top rope hurricanrana into a
moonsault gets two more, followed by a crucifix driver for the same.
Black goes up but gets crotched, allowing Bateman to hit a Tombstone
(This Is A Kill) for the pin at 10:52.

Rating: C. Bateman looked good here and it means someone to beat Black.
The match wasn’t anything special but it was a good way to make Bateman
look good in his debut. The company needs some fresh talent so maybe
Bateman can mean something before he is signed somewhere else.

Joe Koff comes in to see Silas Young and Josh Woods. Josh has some
interesting requests for his new contract, but they are all turned down.
Koff leaves and Young talks about how they could be Tag Team Champions.

TV Title: Shane Taylor vs. Danhausen



Taylor is defending and this is Danhausen’s (has a painted face, talks
strangely) TV debut as well. The Soldiers of Savagery are here with Shane
as well, just in case this was in any doubt. Hold on though as Shane
needs to talk about how awesome it is to be from Ohio and to list off the
stats of his title reign. Danhausen confuses Taylor to start so Shane
throws him down without much trouble. For some reason Danhausen tries a
chokeslam before going with a slap to the face.

Taylor gets low bridged to the floor so Danhausen shouts before kicking
him in the face. There’s a superkick from the apron but Taylor powerbomb
him onto the apron. We take a break and come back with Dak Draper
watching from the stage. Taylor hits him hard in the face but Danhausen
grabs a tornado DDT for two. A running kick to the head gets the same but
Taylor blasts him in the face. The package piledriver sets up Greetings
From 205 to retain at 6:36.

Rating: C-. Danhausen is someone entertaining enough but at the same time
he just got dropped on his head for the pin. It feels like a gimmick that
has been done before and that isn’t the best result for a first match.
Still though, he has charisma and the fans reacted to him, which is more
than some people can say.

In the back, Shane says he doesn’t know who the thirteenth challenger is
going to be but they’re unlucky to face him.

Dragon Lee gets the TV Title shot at Final Battle.

Video on the Briscoes vs. Jay Lethal/Jonathan Gresham, which has been
covered in full on here more than once.

We run down Final Battle.

One more Rush vs. PCO video wraps us up.

Overall Rating: D+. I know it’s better than nothing but the build to this
show has been so worthless and last minute that it was almost insulting.
The exclusive matches were fine here but they felt like annoying detours
that we had to get through before we could get back to the Final Battle
hype. Final Battle still looks ok at best, mainly because PCO vs. Rush



feels like a big house show main event. Could have been worse, but it’s
just WAY too late to make a difference.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’s Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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