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Still Good
AAW Epic 2017: The 13th Anniversary Show
Date: April 8, 2017
Location: Joe’s Live, Rosemont, Illinois
Commentators: Phil Colvin, Tyler Volz

As  the  name  might  suggest,  this  is  AAW,  a  pretty  nice
independent promotion from around Chicago. There are a lot of
names you are going to recognize on here and that should make
for  a  pretty  nice  card.  Making  it  to  thirteen  years  is
impressive enough and in theory the show should work out as a
result. Let’s get to it.

The commentators are in the ring to welcome us to the show and
hype things up a bit.

Opening video.

Besties In The World vs. Stephen Wolf/Trey Miguel

The Besties (Davey Vega/Kyle Fitchett) come out to Savage
Garden’s Truly Madly Deeply and yes they have a dance routine
to it, because they’re that awesome. They start fast with
Fitchett  hitting  a  double  Pele  but  the  Besties  are  sent
outside. Wolf dives onto Fitchett and Miguel hits Vega as the
Besties are in early trouble.

We  settle  down  to  Wolf  hitting  a  very  springboardy
hurricanrana to Vega and it’s off to Miguel for some dropkicks
in the corner. Vega is back up with a kick to the face and
it’s back to Fitchett for a suplex on Miguel. A wind up poke
to the eye rocks Miguel again, even though Vega isn’t happy
with Fitchett’s cheating.
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The neck crank goes on for a bit, followed by Fitchett hitting
a Ho Train of all things for two. Miguel manages something
like a cutter and the hot tag brings in Wolf….who slips off
the ropes in a springboard attempt but spears Fitchett anyway.
Everything breaks down and Miguel elbows Vega in the face,
setting  up  a  top  rope  Meteora  which  needs  a  save  from
Fitchett.

Vega and Miguel wind up holding Fitchett up, allowing Wolf to
come in with a springboard double stomp to the ribs. Miguel
Rolls the Dice into a standing shooting star press for two on
Vega, who is back up without much trouble. A powerbomb drops
Wolf  onto  Miguel,  setting  up  a  brainbuster  onto  the
knee/running boot from Fitchett combination for the pin at
9:28.

Rating: B-. They went with the fast paced tag match to start
here and that is how a show should get going. Sometimes you
need to do something fun to get the show going and that is
what they did here. The Besties In The World have been a fun
team every time I have seen them and this was no exception,
though that might be due to the Savage Garden influence.

Trevor Lee says he isn’t dancing anymore because all it got
him was a lame Tag Team Titles. Then his partner got hurt and
he was stripped of the titles even though he never lost. He is
the biggest star around and Chuck Taylor is still on the
indies for a reason. Lee wants to be the first star in the
arena  because  after  him,  there  is  no  show.  Tonight,  he’s
taking Taylor out.

ACH vs. Shane Strickland

If nothing else we get Ain’t Nobody for Swerve’s entrance and
sweet goodness that is an awesome setup. ACH goes outside and
lays on a section labeled KEEP OFF, giving us a HOLY S***
chant before the bell. To even things out, Strickland loads up
ACH’s shirt but then drops it instead. ACH isn’t happy with



that and sends him to the apron, where a dropkick to the leg
takes him down.

The REALLY hard running kick from the apron has Strickland in
a lot of trouble but he gets a boot up to stop a charge. Back
in and Strickland misses a legsweep and enziguri but manages a
dropkick to rock ACH again. Strickland takes him into the
corner for a VERY loud chop, with ACH cringing even harder.
Back up and ACH hits his own loud chop, earning him a glare
from Strickland.

We get the very long wind up before ACH’s next chop….and then
he  points  over  there  and  hits  Strickland  low.  Some
neckbreakers give ACH two and we’re off to the Figure Four
necklock. With that broken up, ACH ties up the leg, points to
the crowd a bit, and then turns it into a Muta Lock. A Ted
DiBiase fist drop has Swerve in more trouble, setting up an
Aleister Black dragon sleeper.

Strickland fights up and hits the House Call for a breather,
which has the fans waking up a bit. That sweet rolling cutter
gives  Swerve  two  (with  commentary  being  STUNNED  by  the
kickout). The Swerve Stomp misses though and a fireman’s carry
backbreaker gives ACH two of his own. Back up and Strickland
charges into a boot in the corner, setting up a middle rope
Codebreaker for two.

The brainbuster is blocked so ACH chops him into the corner
instead. Strickland isn’t having that and hits a running boot
in the corner, setting up the Swerve Stomp for the big near
fall. The JML Driver is blocked so they trade kicks to the
face until another House Call sets up….something that ACH
reverses into the brainbuster for the pin at 12:41.

Rating: B. This was the kind of fast paced and hard hitting
match that had me wondering who was going to win by the end.
The finish was a very nice curve too as I wouldn’t have bet on
that kind of a fast switch from ACH. Strickland continues to



be someone who should be ready to become a top star somewhere,
but for some reason that hasn’t quite happened outside of the
old MLW. Good stuff here though and I could go for more from
them, even if ACH is a bit wacky.

Post match ACH wants a handshake but then drops the mic and
walks off instead, like a true villain.

Chuck Taylor isn’t sure how this singles match thing is going
to work but if Trevor Lee doesn’t want to dance, maybe he
will. Or maybe not. Either way, he wraps it up with a “f***
you buddy” to Lee.

Trevor Lee vs. Chuck Taylor

We get a F*** THAT OWL chant as Lee is an Impact Wrestling
star and that is not a good idea a lot of the time. They stare
at each other to start…and some dance music starts. Actually
hang on again though as Lee grabs a headlock instead. That
stays on for a bit until Taylor rolls him into the corner and
stomps away, leaving Lee looking a bit stunned.

With Lee down, Taylor goes all the way to the entrance and
gets a running start before landing on apron and waving at
Lee. The slow motion hilo hits Lee, who is right back up with
a whip into the barricade. A belly to back drop onto the apron
has Taylor in more trouble, allowing Lee to pose a bit. Back
in and Lee hits a running tackle to a downed Taylor, sending
him back to the floor. Some choking on the barricade sets up a
rolling, uh, cover, for two back inside.

A  release  German  suplex  drops  Lee  though  and  it’s  Taylor
striking away at the face. Lee charges into an overhead belly
to belly, sending him hard into the corner for two more.
Taylor gets caught in a bridging German suplex for two more
and Lee hits a Superman Punch. Lee’s suplex is countered into
the Falcon Arrow for another near fall but Taylor misses a
moonsault (of all things). The miss lets Lee hit the Cave In
but Taylor counters the fireman’s buster into a small package



for two. That’s fine with Lee, who rolls him up with tights
for the pin at 9:43.

Rating:  C+.  Another  pretty  good  one  here,  with  both  guys
fitting in rather well. It didn’t feel quite as intense, but
Lee and Taylor aren’t exactly known for being the most serious
guys. They got things going near the end though and I was
thinking Taylor might have pulled off the upset. It was a bit
of a step down from the first two matches, but if this is the
bad stuff, we’re in for a pretty awesome show.

Angelico and Jack Evans (later known as the Hybrid 2 in AEW)
are ready for the Crist Brothers.

Tag Team Titles: OI4K vs. Angelico/Jack Evans

OI4K (that would be Ohio Is 4 Killers, meaning Jake and Dave
Crist, with JT Davidson) are defending. Angelico and Evans
seem to be debuting here, with Angelico in a Lucha Underground
shirt.  Jake  and  Angelico  start  things  off,  with  Angelico
taking him down for an early leg crank. Back up and Jake goes
with a headlock on the much taller Angelico, making for a bit
of a strange visual.

That’s reversed into something like an Indian Deathlock for
some cranking/screaming (I’ll let you figure out which is
which) until Jake rakes the eyes to escape. Evans, smoking a
cigarette, comes in for some clapping but his dancing results
in Jake jumping him from behind. Just to show off, Evans
fights back and sends the champs to the floor, all while
smoking.

The big dive is cut off by a kick to the head though and we
hit the chinlock. Dave is right there to cut Angelico off the
apron though and a fist drop gets two on Evans. Back up and
Evans hits a springboard moonsault onto both Crists (albeit
not at the same time), setting up a Pele so the hot tag can
bring Angelico back in. Everything breaks down and Angelico
kicks Dave down for two.



Evans’ assisted 450 knees gets two, with Jake making another
save. A belly to back suplex/springboard double stomp gets the
same, with Dave having to flip Evans onto Angelico to break up
a Koji Clutch. There’s a tiger suplex for the same on Evans
but Angelico makes the save this time. The Fall From The
Heavens drops Jake but Davidson pushes Evans off the top. A
twisting DDT and a Tombstone retains the titles at 12:25.

Rating: B-. This was a rather indy style tag match, as they
started off with the usual stuff and then broke down into all
four of them in there at once for a bunch of saves. That being
said, it’s still a completely entertaining match and both
teams are quite good. Evans is still more than a bit out
there, but his flipping is always worth a look.

Post match Low Ki runs in and takes out OI4K without much
trouble. Low Ki says he’s coming for Sami Callihan and tonight
he’s coming for Callihan in a tag match. His usual partner,
Eddie  Kingston,  isn’t  here  tonight  but  he  has  a  mystery
partner. Sounds fun.

Matt Riddle is ready to take out Michael Elgin tonight. He is
pretty much exactly the same Riddle he would be in WWE as
well.

Michael Elgin vs. Matt Riddle

Riddle tries to go with the grappling to start but Elgin spins
him around. That doesn’t work either so Riddle grabs a front
facelock,  which  is  reversed  into  a  pretty  weird  looking
Sharpshooter. Elgin switches that over to an STF but Riddle
powers out and grabs a headscissors. With that broken up,
Riddle wins a slugout and snaps off a good looking German
suplex. They head outside, with Elgin dropping him hard onto
the apron.

Back in and Elgin BLASTS him with a chop, followed by the very
delayed (32 seconds) vertical suplex for two. Riddle gets up
and strikes away with shots to the face and ribs, setting up



an overhead suplex. The backsplash gets two but some YES Kicks
just wake Elgin up and he growls a lot. A Bro To Sleep and
another German suplex gives Riddle two more.

Elgin is fine enough to cut him off with a kick to the head
though and a German suplex into the corner has Riddle in
trouble for a change. Riddle catches him on top so Elgin grabs
a middle rope sunset flip of all things, followed by a discus
lariat (that’s more like it). One heck of a top rope splash
gives Elgin two but the Elgin Bomb (a bomb from Elgin) is
countered.

They  trade  strikes  to  the  head  until  Elgin  hits  a  HARD
clothesline for a double knockdown. A top rope superplex hits
Riddle, who pops up to his feet, because FIGHTING SPIRIT is a
really stupid concept. Elgin clothesline him down again and
then does it again for two. A buckle bomb into a GTS into a
tiger bomb gets two more on Riddle, setting up the buckle bomb
into an Elgin Bomb for the pin at 14:50.

Rating: B. This was the hard hitting fight that you probably
expected, though the FIGHTING SPIRIT stuff can get a little
annoying when it happens more than once in a match. Riddle’s
kickout got a little annoying but at least he lost in the end.
Elgin was a heck of a power guy, though I’m not sure how often
you re going to be seeing him after various issues took him
out of a good chunk of the industry (as they should have).

Post match, Elgin talks about how he hasn’t been here for all
of the thirteen years of AAW, but thanks the fans anyway.

Shane Strickland has lost his first two matches in AAE and
doesn’t feel bad about losing to AR Fox and ACH. He’ll be
back, better, stronger and faster.

JT Davidson is very happy with OI4K retaining and promises
they will take on all comers. They’re ready for whoever is up
next on April 22. Dave Crist talks about being a fighter and a
killer, even with a pinched nerve in his back.



John Morrison vs Rey Fenix

Bit of a slip up as Morrison’s chyron says Hennigan. The fans
don’t think much of Morrison, but that might be due to him not
throwing his shirt to the crowd. Morrison grabs a headlock to
start but Fenix flips up and they run the ropes. Said running
doesn’t include much in the way of contact until Morrison is
sent outside. Fenix’s dive is cut off with a kick to the head
but he’s fine enough to grab a rolling cutter for two back
inside.

A Crossface doesn’t last long for Fenix so Morrison takes him
outside and drapes him between the ring and the apron. An ax
kick brings Fenix down but hold on as Morrison dives over the
barricade and steals a fan’s hat. The hat is put in Morrison’s
pants and rubbed in various places before being returned to
the fan….who puts it back on. That’s certainly a new one.

Back in and Morrison grabs a chinlock with a bodyscissors,
which lasts as long as a chinlock would be expected to last.
They head to the apron, where Fenix kicks him down and hits a
top rope double stomp to the back of the head. Well it wasn’t
the Destroyer I was expecting so I’ll take that as an upgrade.
That’s good for two back inside but Morrison grabs a powerslam
of all things. A standing shooting star press gets two on
Fenix, who comes back with a great looking superkick.

The 450 misses though and Morrison grabs a Spanish Fly for two
of his own, leaving them both down. They slug it out until
Morrison leg lariats him down again. Back up and Morrison
spits in his face and fires off a middle finger, which means
he needs to hide behind the referee. That sets up the low blow
and Flying Chuck, but Starship Pain doesn’t work. Fenix is
back up with a Canadian Destroyer for the pin at 13:32.

Rating: B. If you’ve seen one Fenix match then you’ve seen
them all, and as usual it was as exciting of a match as you
are  going  to  see  on  the  show.  This  was  another  very



entertaining match and Fenix continues to somehow be even
better on his own than his great work as a tag wrestler. Good
stuff here, and the kind of fast paced match you knew you were
getting from Fenix. Morrison was his usual self as well, and
the heel work continues ot be his strong suit.

Post  match  the  fans  throw  in  money,  which  Morrison  grabs
before running off, as expected. Fenix flips him off to even
the score a bit.

Riddle, in a different hat than earlier, seems disappointed by
his loss but he knows he can beat anyone. I think at least, as
he’s kind of hard to understand.

Chuck Taylor wants Alex Daniels on April 22, which happens to
be his birthday.

Sami Callihan/Abyss vs. Low Ki/???

JT Davidson handles Callihan and Abyss’ introduction. Low Ki’s
partner is….Kongo Kong, a rather large jungle savage monster.
It’s a brawl to start with Ki (in his Hitman (game, not Hart)
gear) hitting a dropkick to send Callihan outside. Abyss cuts
him off but Kong hits a big dive to take everyone down.
Callihan is back up with a spitting chop to Ki as Abyss and
Kong brawl next to the barricade.

Ki and Callihan fight on the stage, with Kong cutting Callihan
off before he can send Ki flying. Back on the floor, Ki hits
some running forearms to Callihan but does stop for a quick
drink. Kong posts Abyss and takes Callihan inside as they
trade off for the first time. Callihan’s shots to the face
don’t work as Kong catches him with a spinning slam.

Abyss is back in with a chokeslam to Kong but Ki knocks him
down as well. That leaves Ki and Callihan to slug it out until
Ki misses a charge into the corner. A running kick in the
corner rocks Ki but he’s right back with a shotgun dropkick.
With the two of them down, Kong and Abyss slug it out, with



Abyss hitting the Black Hole Slam for the pin at 9:32.

Rating: C. This was the weakest match of the night for me as
it was a big brawl with no one exactly standing out. I’m not a
fan of the Hitman Low Ki phase and it felt like it kept going
for far longer than it should have. Abyss is still a good
choice for a monster/enforcer, while Callihan does feel like a
top heel. Kong as a replacement for Eddie Kingston…didn’t
exactly work. Not a bad match, but it didn’t exactly make me
want to see more.

Post match, Abyss and Callihan give us a display of middle
finger extensions.

Michael Elgin is proud of his win and wants the World Title.

AAW Heritage Title: Penta El Zero M vs. AR Fox

Penta  is  defending  the  midcard  title.  This  means  nothing
though, as Fox comes out to the Space Jam theme, making him
the coolest guy named Fox in this match. They start very fast
with a double knockdown and the fans are rather appreciative.
Or maybe that’s over Penta’s CERO MIEDO thing. Penta knocks
him to the floor but the dive is cut off by a kick to the head
(popular spot tonight).

Fox gets superkicked out of the air but knocks Penta outside
as well. That means the second cut off dive in a row, though
Fox is fine enough to hit a hanging Codebreaker. A moonsault
off the post hits Penta on the floor and it’s time for the big
chop off. Fox puts him on the apron for a top rope legdrop and
they head back inside. Penta pops up with a pair of Sling
Blades but Fox kicks him down again.

There’s a Swanton for two on Penta, leaving Fox to do the
clapping  to  start  getting  the  fans  more  into  things.  A
handspring is cut off with a dropkick (cool counter) from
Penta for a breather. It’s time to start on the arm but Fox
saves himself from a snapping. Penta gets caught on top but



comes right back with a Canadian Destroyer for two.

Fox puts him on top for his springboard Spanish Fly, followed
straight  by  the  450  for  two  more,  giving  us  the  stunned
kickout face. They head to the apron to strike it out until
Fox hits a package piledriver to knock Penta silly. Naturally
that is shrugged off and Penta hits a Canadian Destroyer on
the apron. The top rope double stomp retains the title at
10:13.

Rating: B. Fox is someone who is almost revered and I do get a
bit more out of him when I see him in the ring. That was the
case here, as Fox looked good in defeated. Granted it helps
when you actually sell big moves for more than a few seconds,
as Penta popping up after being dropped on his head on the
apron didn’t exactly work. Solid main event, but it didn’t
quite feel like the main event of a major show.

Respect is shown post match and Penta poses. A lot. As money
is thrown in. Then he leaves.

The Besties In The World want their Tag Team Titles back, but
apparently they have a singles match to deal with first. Davey
Vega isn’t pleased and leaves.

ACH calls AAW his new wife and wants the World Title.

The Lucha Bros are very happy with their wins but Rey Fenix
wants the World Title. Threats to Sami Callihan are made to
end the show.

Overall Rating: B+. I had a really good time with this one and
it felt like a big time independent show. Granted, that’s
assuming you consider a promotion that has been around for
thirteen years to be independent but that’s a different story.
The action was good, it was a basic all star show of wrestlers
you probably came to know from their work after this, and
nothing was close to bad. It didn’t have that one match that
felt bigger than the rest, but what we got here was very good.



Check this place out if you get the chance as I’ve seen two
shows from them now and had a good time with each.

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Impact  Wrestling  –  May  19,
2020: Steady And Steady
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Date: May 19, 2020
Location: Skyway Studios, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: Madison Rayne, Josh Matthews

Things are getting interesting around here as the tournament is starting
to pick up. That’s going to continue this week and we’re also going to be
seeing more of the TNA World Title, as Moose gets to show us more of his
relative insanity. To cap it off though, Johnny Swinger gets his X-
Division Title shot and they wouldn’t be that insane, right? Let’s get to
it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Opening sequence.

#1 Contenders Tournament First Round: Ace Austin vs. Rhino

Austin is Ken Shamrock’s replacement after Shamrock was attacked last
week. Madison brings up a good point: Ace just got off a big X-Division
Title reign and he wasn’t one of the top eight people in the company?
Throw in Moose, Tessa Blanchard and Willie Mack and he’s not even in the
top eleven. But Rhino and Hernandez are? Anyway, Rhino powers him to the
floor to start as we need an early breather.

Back in and Rhino’s headlock doesn’t last long so the threat of a
clothesline puts Austin on the floor again. They try it again and this
time Rhino loads up a Gore to scare Austin outside for the third time.
Rhino follows him this time but gets sent into the barricade. That’s one
upped with a backdrop over the barricade but Austin posts him to get an
extended breather.

Rhino dives in to beat the count so Austin pounds away and hits a
springboard kick to the face for two. We hit the chinlock but Rhino is
right back up for a double clothesline. It’s Rhino up first with some
right hands to the head but Austin drops him again. Ace heads up top,
only to get superplexed back down for two. Austin finds a well placed
chair in the corner but Rhino takes it away, only to have the referee
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take it away again. That lets Ace get in a shot with the baton and the
Fold is good for the pin at 10:43.

Rating: C. It’s kind of amazing how much easier it is to sit through just
Rhino as opposed to Rhino and the ECW goons. Here he was just someone out
there to put Austin over and that’s not a bad thing. Austin is someone
with a potential future around here and having Rhino put him over might
be a nice little boost. They had a decent power vs. speed match going too
so it works well all around.

Earlier today, Moose and Josh sat down with Josh saying Moose is walking
around with a worthless title. Moose says this ends when someone beats
him but Josh says you can’t just decide a match is for a title. That does
not sit well with Moose, and Josh bringing up Suicide having Moose pinned
last week makes it even worse. Moose is willing to give Suicide a rematch
and that’s it.

Kiera Hogan offers to mentor Tasha Steelz. Her way of saying it: “If I
like you, I’ll snatch a b**** for you. If not, you get snatched by that
b****.” Steelz is in.

Here what else is coming.

Dave Crist vs. Crazzy Steve

The rest of OVE is here with Dave. Steve elbows him into the corner to
start and there’s a dropkick to the knee to take Dave off the apron. Cue
Joseph P. Ryan to watch as Dave takes Steve down and pounds away back
inside. Some knees to the head keep Steve down and Dave grabs an armbar.
OVE adds some choking from the floor and Dave grabs a Falcon Arrow for
two. Steve is right back up with a middle rope DDT for the fast pin at
4:07.

Rating: C-. The OVE losing streak continues and I’m almost worried to
think about who is going to be the new leader to turn the tide. No one is
really standing out and that means there are so many possibilities, some
of which might not be the best moves. Steve is a strange choice to bring
back but there are far worse choices.



Post match Steve leaves so Fulton yells at both Crists. Fulton says he’s
done and chokes both of them for questioning them. Makes sense actually.

Rosemary talks to Taya Valkyrie’s stuffed dog and implies that Taya is
gone. John E. Bravo comes in to complain and Rosemary seems to apologize
and almost flirt a bit. That….kind of works actually.

XXXL vs. Fallah Bahh/TJP

Bahh and Acey start things off and it’s time for the power lockup. Acey
misses a running dropkick and gets splashed, allowing the early tag off
to TJP. Larry comes in as well and shoves TJP around without much effort.
The right hands in the corner don’t do much damage to Larry so it’s time
to take off the legs. A low crossbody gives TJP two and Bahh comes back
in to pound Larry down.

TJP starts working on the arm before Bahh goes simple with the corner
splash. Acey makes a blind tag from the apron though and drops TJP with
one shot as we take a break. Back with Larry chinlocking TJP before
switching to a bearhug. Those go nowhere so it’s a spinebuster for two
instead. The waistlock keeps TJP in trouble for a bit but Acey knocks
Bahh off the apron.

As tends to be the case, the hot tag goes through just a few seconds
later, meaning Bahh gets to clean house. Acey Pounces Bahh to break up
the belly to belly and TJP is sent outside. Now Acey gets knocked outside
as well and the belly to belly gets two on Larry. The Banzai drop is
broken up but Bahh drops Larry. TJP adds a frog splash for the pin on
Larry at 13:38.

Rating: D+. This was longer than it needed to be and I didn’t get into
the whole thing. XXXL might already be hitting their ceiling as you can
only get so far with the two big guys doing big guy things. TJP and Bahh
have a good chemistry together and hopefully they can get a nice push in
the future. Then again they already had the big title shot and came up
short, so their time might already be over.

TNA World Title: Moose vs. Suicide



Moose is defending and there’s something interesting about Josh being
fine with Suicide being from a video game but has a problem with Moose
picking up the title in a warehouse. As per Moose’s request, we get the
Big Match Intros and now we’re ready to go. Josh brings up that Suicide
almost won the title last week so Madison says that the Cleveland Indians
ALMOST won the World Series. Well she’s off the good list now.

Moose misses the spear as Suicide runs the ropes early on, including
hanging in the ropes to make Moose miss a charge to the floor. Back in
and Suicide grabs something like an Octopus hold, followed by a basement
dropkick to the side of the head. They head outside with Moose picking
him up for some swings into the barricade. Suicide has to dive back in,
prompting Josh to say “and the match rolls on.” That time with WWE really
did rub off on him.

Back in and Moose throws Suicide down without much effort, followed by a
heck of a whip into the corner. There’s another throw as the total
dominance is on. Some clotheslines bounce off Moose and he wants to know
if that’s all Suicide has. A fourth clothesline drops Moose though and he
misses some charges into the corner.

Suicide hits a few running corner dropkicks and a Lionsault gets two.
That’s enough for Moose as he gets serious and stomps Suicide down in the
corner. Suicide is right back with the Codebreaker and some low
superkicks, meaning it’s time to go up. The high crossbody connects but
Moose rolls through and grabs the tights to retain at 11:07.

Rating: C+. Aside from bringing up the horrors of the 2016 World Series,
I had a good time with this as they have the chemistry to make something
like this work. There was no reason to believe that the title was going
to change hands but Suicide gave it a go here and they had a pretty good
match. Moose being all delusional works for him and it seems to have some
staying power.

Michael Elgin talks about how people might not like him now but they will
appreciate what he is. Ken Shamrock came in and talked about being the
World’s Most Dangerous Man. Then he got knocked out by someone tough.
Elgin has promised to be World Champion and what he says will happen



happens.

Chris Bey gives Johnny Swinger a pep talk. Swinger: “Thanks for being a
brother, brother.” The first round at the Landing Strip is on him after
he wins the title.

X-Division Title: Johnny Swinger vs. Willie Mack

Mack is defending and Swinger jumps him from behind to start. Some rams
into the corner set up an elbow drop for two as Josh thinks Swinger
winning could open the door for a Simon Diamond return. Mack grabs the
swinging slam (that’s gimmick infringement) and drops a leg for two. The
Swinger Neckbreaker gets two but Swinger celebrates anyway. That just
earns him a Samoan drop into the standing moonsault to retain at 3:18.

Rating: D+. That’s all it needed to be as Mack is a star and Swinger is
an entertaining joke. They didn’t need to do anything more than have a
quick match here with Mack not really breaking much of a sweat. It worked
well here and Swinger continues to be perfectly amusing in his role.

Post match Swinger won’t let go of the title and chop blocks Mack. Cue
Chris Bey for the double beatdown.

The North is still in Canada because Ethan Page has rented the arena for
a month. The referee comes in so here’s Cody Deaner of all people to say
he’ll team with the referee to challenge for the titles. They’ll do it
next week at the Deaner Compound. The North is in but the referee says he
can’t do this. Cody says he has another Deaner to be his real partner.

Preview of next week’s show.

#1 Contenders Tournament First Round: Michael Elgin vs. Sami Callihan

Sami has a bad ankle coming in thanks to Ken Shamrock at Rebellion so
Elgin drives him into the corner and points at the ankle to start. Sami’s
chops just annoy Elgin so he kicks the ankle out. That just earns him a
rake to the eyes but Elgin is back to the ankle, sending Sami outside for
a breather. Back in and a quick DDT gives Sami two, followed by a pump
kick to the floor.



Sami wraps the arm around the barricade so Elgin drops him leg first onto
the same barricade. Elgin sends the leg into the post for a bonus but
Sami pulls him face first into the post for a breather. Back from a break
with Sami in major trouble so Elgin holds out his face to give Sami a
free shot. A rollup gives Sami two and they slug it out until Elgin
blasts him with a clothesline. Sami knocks him to the floor though and
there’s a suicide dive. Back in and Sami gets two off a suplex but Elgin
crushes the leg all over again.

A running shot to the knee in the corner gets two, followed by the half
crab to make things even worse. That’s broken up but Sami collapses
before the big clothesline connects. Sami manages a German suplex and a
clothesline of his own gets two. The Cactus Special is countered but
Elgin blasts him with a spinning backfist. The Elgin Bomb sends Elgin to
the next round at 18:48.

Rating: B. As much as I’m not wild on turning Sami face, I can go with
the idea of Sami fighting through the ankle injury to survive against the
monster. They told a nice story here and that’s hard to do in a situation
with such a clear winner. Elgin was always going to win this, but it’s
not like Sami is heavily damaged when he’s fighting on one leg.

Here are the updated brackets:

Ace Austin

Hernandez

Trey

Michael Elgin

Overall Rating: C+. As usual, tournaments have a tendency to serve as a
solid anchor for a show like this and it worked well here. Elgin would
seem to be the odds on favorite to win the whole thing but we could be in
for some interesting showdowns on the way there. Other than that, the
show wasn’t exactly must see but the company is still improving and feels
steady, which is the best thing that can be said about a company like
Impact.



Results

Ace Austin b. Rhino – Fold

Crazzy Steve b. Dave Crist – Middle rope DDT

TJP/Fallah Bahh b. XXXL – Frog splash to Larry

Moose b. Suicide – Rollup with tights

Michael Elgin b. Sami Callihan – Elgin Bomb

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’s Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact Wrestling – March 24,
2020: Who Booked This?
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IMG Credit: Impact Wrestling

Impact Wrestling
Date: March 24, 2020
Location: Sam’s Town Live, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Don Callis, Josh Matthews

It’s the final night in Las Vegas before we head over towards Atlanta for
what is now the last set of TV tapings available. We’re on the way
towards Rebellion and that likely means a lot more “show is canceled”
graphics. It’s not like they have much of a better choice so it’s as good
as they can do here. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening recap looks at Sami Callihan being revealed as the
Realityislost hacker and attacking Ken Shamrock, who had just been
announced as the newest Hall of Fame inductee.

Opening sequence.

Willie Mack vs. Chris Bey vs. Acey Romero vs. Daga vs. Rohit Raju vs.
Jake Crist vs. Cousin Jake vs. Trey

One fall to a finish and the winner is the #1 contender to the X-Division
Title. It’s a brawl to start (of course) and soon it’s Romero running
over Bey and Crist on his own. A backsplash crushes Bey but a double
missile dropkick puts Romero on the floor. That leaves Trey and Bey to
trade missed dropkicks and it’s a quick standoff. Bey knocks Trey to the
floor but gets crushed by Raju’s running splash in the corner.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2020/03/20/impact-wrestling-march-17-2020-an-untapped-idea/


Jake takes Bey’s place and hits a running shoulder to Raju in the corner
as the one on one sequence continues. Mack slams Crist and the standing
moonsault connects. Mack’s running flip dive takes out Jake and Crist,
meaning it’s Daga and Trey going back inside. Bey joins them and gets
powerbombed by Daga with Raju making the save. Daga and Raju miss each
other a lot so Romero replaces Raju. That means Daga tries to slam him
for some reason of general stupidity, leaving Romero to go up top.

The Tower of Doom sends Romero crashing down and Daga’s top rope splash
gets two. We go into the parade of strikes to the face until Trey ties up
Crist’s legs and suplexes Bey at the same time. Raju makes the save but
can’t tornado DDT Jake. Mack’s fireman’s carry spinebuster plants Jake
instead but Daga grabs Mack in a northern lights suplex. The dives are on
in a hurry but Crist breaks up Romero’s attempt. That just earns him a
Pounce, setting up Romero’s big dive to take out everyone else. Back in
and Jake spinebusters Crist, only to have Mack hit the Six Star Frog
Splash for the pin at 10:44.

Rating: C+. There isn’t much else you can do in this kind of a match as
it’s a bunch of insanity until one person finally gets the win. Mack
going after Ace Austin could be interesting and it wasn’t like there was
another realistic option, save for perhaps Daga. It was as good as it
could have been and a nice way to start the show.

Dave Crist tries to fire up Mad Man Fulton. Jake runs in to say it’s time
to get back on a winning streak. Sami Callihan is testing them you see,
but Dave says no one has spoken to them in months. They won’t do the
thumbs up, thumbs down because they’re waiting for Sami.

Announcers preview the show.

Moose vs. Chase Stevens

Fallout from last week’s backstage fight. Moose jumps him before the bell
but No Jackhammer Needed hits the buckle. An ax kick gives Chase two and
a powerslam is good for the same. Back up and No Jackhammer Needed
finishes Stevens at 1:15.

Post match Moose beats him up a bit more, including some chair shots to



the ribs. Moose loads up a Pillmanization of the face but Scott D’Amore
comes in to say if Moose wants TNA he can turn around. Cue Suicide to
take Moose out as I STILL can’t believe they want to relive the TNA days.

Rosemary is still at the bar and rants about spending two years
extracting revenge from the dark side. Someone off camera says “Two
years? That’s it?” and it’s….Raven. He doesn’t think much of two years of
hatred. Take him for example: it’s been twenty years and sometimes he
isn’t sure if he hates Tommy Dreamer or loves him. Raven describes it as
“orgasmic” because it goes on forever. He can’t wait to be in the same
nursing home as Dreamer so he can cut the bag on Dreamer’s IV.

Ace Austin and Reno Scum come up to Willie Mack in the back. Willie isn’t
buying into the mind games because he’s taking the title. Johnny Swinger
comes in to say that’s it for the Mack and Pack Connection, but the miz-
arks really want to see the two of them fight for the X-Division Title.
That’ll get him some rats.

Reno Scum vs. Rascalz

Dez and Wentz of course. A quick spinebuster plants Dez and it’s a
catapult into a Death Valley Driver for a very early two. Dez gets sent
into the corner before he can even take his hoodie off and there’s the
Pit Stop to make it worse. A kick to the face allows the double tag to
Wentz and Luster as the pace picks up. Everything breaks down and it’s
Wentz being sent outside, leaving Dez to take a top rope Curb Stomp for
the pin at 4:36.

Rating: D+. Just a nothing match here with Reno Scum continuing to offer
almost nothing whatsoever, likely aside from working cheap. There have
been very few moments where I’ve seen anything int hem and this was no
exception. That being said, what the heck happened to the Rascalz? They
were awesome when they came in and now they can barely ever win a match,
even a clean loss like this to Reno Scum.

Another Tenille Dashwood video. Is there a point to these or are we just
at the start of their version of Emmalina?

Flashback Moment of the Week: LAX beats Team 3D to win the vacant Tag



Team Titles at Sacrifice 2008.

Joey Ryan gives something close to a PSA about keeping Katie Forbes safe
from the Deaners.

The Deaners aren’t sure what it means to be canceled, or what toxic
masculinity means.

Sami Callihan is in a small room and asks why he did what he did. Impact
has made him wrestle Shamrock one on one on pay per view and that’s not
cool. Shamrock was the World’s Most Dangerous Man but now that’s him,
because he sees everything.

Dave Crist/Mad Man Fulton vs. Sabu/Rhino

Old School Rules and Super Genie is here with Sabu and Rhino. Dave and
Sabu start things off with a clothesline sending Dave to the corner. It’s
off to Fulton vs. Rhino as I try to figure out why we are having tags in
a match under ECW rules. Everything breaks down in a hurry and they all
wind up on the floor, with the fight heading to the ramp. A chair is
dropped though and Fulton sends Rhino into the corner back inside.

Rhino fights back on Dave without too much trouble and hands it back to
Sabu. That means a slam from Fulton and Crist yells at the referee over a
near fall. Sabu is back up with a cutter and the hot tag brings in Rhino
to clean house. Genie throws in a chair so Sabu can hit Fulton, setting
up a dive to the floor. Dave hits Rhino low and grabs the chair, but
stops to swing at the referee. That means a Gore from Rhino to pin Dave
at 8:14.

Rating: D-. So they barely used the weapons, the match was sloppy, they
stopped in the middle of the brawling segment, and then Rhino pinned
Crist. I know Callis wants to keep his old buddies around and give them a
payday but could they get something close to decent in the ring? Or beat
up less important opponents?

Su Yung uses the coffin to go to the Undead Realm to face Havok. She
finds some people tied up, James Mitchell, and Havok herself. Mitchell
says Yung has to go so Havok grabs a crowbar. Yung has a sword and the



fight is on with Yung choking with the noose. One of the chained up men
breaks free and hits Yung with a pipe and various other things to keep
her down….until she cuts his throat with the sword.

Havok saves Mitchell from the save fate but gets caught with the Mandible
Claw. Mitchell stops them and says Yung has proven that she should have
been with him the whole time. The minions come in to grab them both
though and Mitchell sends them to the Wastelands, which look like a
desert.

Tessa Blanchard/Eddie Edwards vs. Michael Elgin/Taya Valkyrie

John E. Bravo is here with Elgin and Valkyrie. Eddie and Elgin start but
Tessa wants to come in instead. That means it’s off to Tessa instead,
with a quick leg trip taking Taya down. A spear drops Tessa as well, but
she’s right back up to face Elgin. Some shots to Elgin’s knee slow him
down and it’s off to Eddie, who has to slip out of a suplex attempt.

A Bravo distraction lets Taya pull Tessa off the apron and Elgin’s pop up
powerslam gets two on Eddie. Back from a break with Eddie still in
trouble but turning it into a slugout with Elgin. The Blue Thunder Bomb
gets Eddie a breather and the hot tag brings in Tessa to clean house.
Both men save their partners from getting slammed down but Tessa
hurricanranas her way out of a superbomb. Eddie comes back in for the
rapid fire chops to Elgin, followed by the overhead belly to belly to put
him on the floor.

Bravo gets knocked off the apron and there are the double dives to take
out the villains. A Codebreaker out of the corner into a tiger driver
gets two on Elgin with Taya making the save. Eddie kicks Taya to the
floor but Magnum is countered into a powerbomb onto Eddie’s back. Tessa
is back up with a reverse hurricanrana and tornado DDT to Elgin but Elgin
blasts Tessa down. The Elgin Bomb doesn’t work on Eddie, who strikes
Elgin down instead. Taya’s distraction sets up the buckle bomb into the
Elgin Bomb for the pin at Taya cuts Tessa off at 18:04.

Rating: B. Good, hard hitting match here as Impact has figured out how to
do man vs. woman without it being hard to accept (granted having Tessa
and Taya can make that a lot easier). This sets Elgin up as a monster



going after the title at Rebellion and I’m not sure how that whole thing
would have wound up. Odds are we’ll see the match at some point and I’m
curious to see how it goes, so well done on that front.

We go back to the Wastelands….and Rosemary just happens to be there. She
doesn’t care what Mitchell did to them and the alliance is formed. They
wind up back in Mitchell’s lair, with Rosemary putting on sunglasses and
going off on her own. Mitchell tells Havok and Yung that it was just a
test and they can be a unit. Mitchell stabs him in the stomach with a
dagger and Mitchell dies, only to wake up in Heaven with….a cat and
Abyss? Mitchell: “Who booked this s***?”

Overall Rating: C+. This show worked out rather well with most of the
show working out well. They did some good stuff to get rid of Mitchell
(you knew that was going to be something zany) and it was an entertaining
enough show. I’m not sure what they’re going to do in four weeks when we
get done with what should have been the go home show for Rebellion. This
was good though, and that’s what matters most at the moment.

Results

Willie Mack b. Cousin Jake, Trey, Daga, Acey Romero, Chris Bey, Rohit
Raju and Jake Crist – Six Star Frog Splash to Jake

Moose b. Chase Stevens – No Jackhammer Needed

Reno Scum b. Rascalz – Top rope curb stomp to Trey

Rhino/Sabu b. Dave Crist/Mad Man Fulton – Gore to Crist

Michael Elgin/Taya Valkyrie b. Tessa Blanchard/Eddie Edwards – Elgin Bomb
to Edwards

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’s Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k



bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact  Wrestling  –  February
21, 2020: Two Will Do

IMG Credit: Impact Wrestling

Impact Wrestling
Date: February 18, 2020
Location: Sam’s Town Live, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Josh Matthews, Don Callis

We’re off to a different taping cycle now and things are getting
interesting around here. Last week’s show without a bunch of the luchador
guest stars was an improvement and if they can keep that up, we might be
in a good place. If nothing else it’s the go home show for Sacrifice, so
maybe things can get more interesting in a hurry. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.
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Opening recap.

Opening sequence.

Josh Alexander vs. TJP

This should be good and Ethan Page/Fallah Bahh are the respective
seconds. They grapple to start and it’s a voiceover, which sounds as
unnatural as you can get, about how Ethan Page’s promotion will soon be
airing on the Impact Wrestling network. TJP hits a dropkick and snaps off
a headscissors but Alexander runs him over again. With the striking not
working, TJP grabs a quickly broken Octopus Hold as Alexander tosses him
down without much effort.

Some arm cranking lets Alexander hammer away as the commentators make fun
of the TNA name that they are bringing back for Wrestlemania weekend. A
Regal Roll out of the corner is countered into a crucifix to give TJP two
as he can’t keep any momentum. TJP spins him down into a cross armbreaker
but gets stacked up for a near fall and the break. A slingshot dive to
the floor sets up the slingshot dropkick as Alexander is in trouble for
the first time.

Alexander slaps on a swinging sleeper but TJP slips out for a suplex and
they’re both down. It’s Alexander up first with a spinning torture rack
slam for two more, meaning frustration is setting in. TJP spinwheel kicks
him into the ropes but walks into a German suplex. That just earns
Alexander a hurricanrana into a cross armbreaker, which is broken up with
a quick Project Ciampa for two more. The kneebar sends Alexander over to
the rope so he grabs a sleeper, only to have TJP backflip into the cover
for the pin at 14:49.

Rating: B. These two worked very well together and got to showcase
themselves in a heck of a back and forth match. The Tag Team Title match
should be fun, with Bahh offering a weird face monster vibe and TJP being
one of the best technicians in the company at the moment. Put them in
there against the best tag team in the company and we should be in for
heck of a tag match.

Willie Mack is talking to someone backstage when Johnny Swinger comes in



to ask if this is a trio. That’s not the case so Swinger thinks he and
Mack need to work on their chemistry with some riz-eps.

Michael Elgin is ready to beat Eddie Edwards again if that’s what it
takes to teach him a lesson.

Announcers preview for the rest of the show.

Willie Mack vs. Johnny Swinger

Swinger is surprised by this being a singles match instead of the two
teaming together. The offer of a handshake earns Swinger a pair of atomic
drops, followed by a right hand out of a headlock. Swinger snaps him
throat first across the top and the falling headbutt into the low blow
has Mack down. Back up and Mack punches him out of the air and it’s the
Samoan drop into the standing moonsault. The Stunner sets up the Six Star
frog splash to give Mack the pin at 4:17.

Rating: D+. Nothing much to see here but they kept it short and didn’t do
anything wacky here so I can’t complain. Mack continues to roll and
Swann’s ankle will be healed up soon enough, though I’m not sure if there
is a need to continue the team if Mack keeps going this strong. Swinger
continues to be someone amusing enough, as long as he stays at the bottom
of the card like this.

We look back at Jordynne Grace finally winning the Knockouts Title last
week.

Here’s Madison Rayne to complain about Grace not belonging in the #1
contenders match in the first place. But that’s enough about Grace,
because a legend like Madison needs to advance the legacy of the
Knockouts. She is starting an open challenge series and here’s the first
opponent.

Madison Rayne vs. Mazzerati

Rayne shoves her in the face to start so Mazzerati grabs three straight
rollups for one each. A dropkick sends Rayne into the ropes but she’s
right back with a northern lights suplex and some knees to the face.
Mazzerati forearms her in the corner but walks into a cutter for two.



Cross Rayne finishes Mazzerati at 3:16.

Rating: D. Just a step above a squash here as Rayne never felt in danger
once. I know Rayne has been surpassed by a lot of the division but she
can still have a decent enough match against the right opponent. The
problem is she didn’t have one here and the match was little more than
filler.

Jordynne Grace is proud of everything she has done and will be a fighting
champion, starting against Jessika Havok at Sacrifice. John E. Bravo
comes in after Grace leaves and praises Taya Valkyrie, even giving us a
highlight video on her Knockouts Title reign.

Post break, Taya yells at Bravo over the video and promises to get the
title back.

Flashback Moment of the Week: D’Angelo Dinero beats Mr. Anderson to
become #1 contender at Against All Odds 2010.

Rob Van Dam has to calm down Katie Forbes over fans’ comments. Daga comes
in and wants a fight so they’ll do it next week.

Tommy Dreamer, Trey Miguel and Tessa Blanchard are ready to win tonight,
with Dreamer managing to reference ECW. Tessa says may the better man win
at Sacrifice, even if it’s a woman.

Eddie Edwards vs. Michael Elgin

Match #3 in a Best of Five series with Elgin up 2-0. Eddie starts fast
with a suplex to the floor and a suicide dive. Back in and a sunset flip
gives Eddie two but Elgin suplexes him over with ease. A sliding lariat
puts both of them down and Elgin hits a Death Valley Driver onto the
apron.

Back in and Elgin hits Eddie so hard that it seems to hurt his own
shoulder. Eddie makes the comeback with some strikes, only to get hit in
the face for his efforts. They head outside again and Elgin cuts off a
comeback bid with a heck of a clothesline but the powerbomb on the ramp
is countered into a hurricanrana. The Boston Knee Party rocks Elgin again
but they both beat the count back in.



A top rope double stomp to the back gives Eddie two, followed by Elgin
grabbing a Falcon Arrow for the same. The Crossface doesn’t work so Eddie
settles for a running knee to the head to put Elgin down again. Another
clothesline gives Elgin another two and he grabs a superbomb off the top.
Instead of covering though, Elgin tries another powerbomb, allowing
Edwards to small package him for the pin at 12:53.

Rating: B. These two just work well together and that’s all they needed
to do here. The story has some more legs to it and they are pretty
clearly setting up a fifth match. That’s what makes the most sense,
though for some reason I wouldn’t be stunned to see Elgin wrap it up next
time. Either way, at least they did more rather good stuff here and
that’s all you should expect from them.

Rhino vs. Dave Crist

Moose is on commentary. Rhino charges into the corner to start but gets
choked on the rope for his effort. Crist misses a middle rope backsplash
though and Rhino slugs away. A Jake Crist distraction doesn’t work and
Rhino Gores Dave down for the pin at 2:28.

Jessika Havok arrives and Susie pops up behind her, only to disappear.
Havok sees a sign that says “your time has come”. Well in some different
spelling but you get the idea.

Chris Bey has signed. Good for him and good for Impact.

Sacrifice rundown.

The same weird feed ICU/Realityislost deal interrupts the backstage
interviewer.

Tommy Dreamer/Trey Miguel/Tessa Blanchard vs. Ace Austin/Reno Scum

Thornstowe and Miguel start things off, meaning it’s an armdrag to put
Thornstowe down in a hurry. Tessa comes in with a hurricanrana before
it’s off to Dreamer for a shot to the arm. Ace and Miguel come in so Ace
is right back to the corner for the tag off to Luster. That means a
showdown with Dreamer who…..yeah no one has ever wanted to see this.



Everything breaks down and it’s a triple Bionic elbow to send the
villains outside. Back from a break with a cheap shot from the apron
letting Luster clothesline Dreamer. That means it’s Dreamer getting
caught in the corner, including a Pit Stop. The chinlock goes on but
Luster misses the middle rope headbutt. Trey comes back in and gets
pulled into the corner, meaning it’s off to a chinlock.

Ace holds Trey down so Luster can stomp on him but Trey bulldogs his way
out of trouble. The hot tag brings in Tessa to forearm away and a tornado
DDT plants Luster. Ace gets caught between Tessa and Trey, with the
latter kicking him into a cutter from Tessa. Austin kicks Tessa down and
Trey hits a big corkscrew dive onto almost everyone else. On the way back
in, Ace kicks the rope into a low blow on Trey, setting up the Fold for
the pin at 16:34.

Rating: C. What a relief that they had Trey take the fall instead of
Dreamer. This did what it needed to do without having Tessa take a fall
so I can’t complain all that much. It just wasn’t a very good match and
felt like a lot of multi person tags that you would see in such a spot.
Not a bad match by any means, but really just a match to set up another
one.

Overall Rating: B-. The opener and Elgin vs. Edwards more than carry this
show and it was a rather nice week of TV as a result. Sacrifice is
looking pretty good on paper, though I’m not sure what they are going to
be doing after that. It seems early to build towards Rebellion, but we
can worry about that later. Good show this week as the company is
starting to get something going.

Results

TJP b. Josh Alexander – Rollup

Willie Mack b. Johnny Swinger – Six Star frog splash

Madison Rayne b. Mazzerati – Cross Rayne

Eddie Edwards b. Michael Elgin – Small package

Rhino b. Dave Crist – Gore



Ace Austin/Reno Scum b. Tommy Dreamer/Trey Miguel/Tessa Blanchard – Fold
to Miguel

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’s Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:
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Impact Wrestling
Date: September 27, 2019
Location: Sam’s Town Hotel And Gaming Hall, Las Vegas, Nevada
Commentators: Don Callis, Josh Matthews

It’s time for a wedding! We’re in Las Vegas and that means we need to do
something big, which may or may not work out very well. I mean, it’s a
wrestling wedding so I wouldn’t expect it to go well but you never know.
It’s a big night for Brian Cage and Melissa Santos so let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

The opening video looks at Brian and Melissa’s relationship, which is
just so well documented around here. I mean, it’s known outside of Impact
but it’s not something that has been focused on around here.

We have a special correspondent and GAIL KIM is the first guest. She’s
excited to be here, believe it or not.

Here’s the North, in LAX gear and to LAX music. Ethan Page talks about
how the fans were expecting something else. They came out here looking
like idiots and fans cheered for them anyway. Josh Alexander talks about
how this is a serious place and sacred ground but the fans are making him
sick.

They are the Tag Team Champions and they’ll make you forget who LAX was.
You CANNOT have LAX back so stop talking online about how much you miss
them. Konnan doesn’t have the power to overturn the North so here’s
Konnan to interrupt. He rants about how stupid they are but has some new
people to come after the titles. Cue Rhino and Rob Van Dam so let’s ring
the bell.

Rob Van Dam/Rhino vs. The North

Non-title I believe. The champs get sent outside and we take an early
break. Back with Van Dam monkey flipping Alexander and hitting Rolling
Thunder for two. It’s off to Rhino to punch Page in the corner and run
him over with a shoulder. Van Dam comes back in and gets taken into the
champs’ corner with Alexander hitting a suplex for two of his own. Some



right hands and a kick to the face get Rob out of trouble and Rhino comes
back in for the running shoulders in the corner. Everything breaks down
and Rhino runs Alexander over, setting up the Five Star for the pin at
6:42.

Rating: D+. There’s your Bound For Glory title match and as long as the
titles don’t change hands (which they shouldn’t), everything is fine
coming out of this. The ECW guys are going to be around no matter what
and hopefully we still get what should be Willie Mack and Rich Swann’s
spot at the pay per view. A triple threat makes sense here, at least
after this match.

Impact moves to AXS TV on October 1….for some specials, with the real
show beginning on October 29 but close enough.

Gama Singh yells at the Desi Hit Squad and praises Mahabali Shera as the
savior of the team.

Back to the wedding, where there are only wrestlers as guests of course.
Reno Scum yells at a somewhat disheveled Eddie Edwards. Johnny Swinger
comes in to say people watch him on ECW after Rockin Bowl. Oh……move on.

Mahabali Shera vs. Cousin Jake

Jake swings away to start but gets knocked down and chokes a lot. Shera
misses a charge in the corner so Jake throws a running shoulder into the
corner, only to have Shera come right back with a World’s Strongest Slam
for the pin at 2:34.

Post match the beatdown continues as this feud must continue.

TJP and Fallah Bahh argue about their wedding attires. Eddie seems drunk.

Madison Rayne vs. Tenille Dashwood

They fight over a wristlock as the announcers argue over how many times
Rayne has been Knockouts Champion. Rayne takes her down and brags a lot,
earning herself a basement dropkick. They slug it out on the floor with
Dashwood kicking her in the face, only to miss a charge into the corner
back inside.



Rayne tells a fan to “shut up old lady” and grabs the chinlock to keep
things slow. Back up and a cutter gives Rayne two but another missed
charge lets Dashwood hit the Taste of Tenille. The Spotlight Kick misses
so it’s a neckbreaker for Rayne instead, setting up the Spotlight Kick to
give Dashwood the pin at 8:12.

Rating: D+. Nothing to see here with Dashwood winning a match that she
was almost guaranteed to win. Rayne is fine as a midcard heel and the
Locker Room Leader deal is growing on me a little bit. They need someone
to go after the title though and Dashwood would seem to be the best
option.

Rob Van Dam and Katie Forbes arrive at the wedding and are greeted by
Rich Swann and Willie Mack. A discussion over the Tag Team Title shot at
Bound For Glory ensues.

Dashwood gets the Knockouts Title shot at Bound For Glory. As she
should…..I think.

Here’s Ken Shamrock (looking rather aged) for his big return. He has some
great memories of being in this ring and he thanks the fans for their
support. Shamrock was talking to Brian Cage when Moose interrupted and
bragged about all of his skills, but Ken isn’t impressed. Now Moose isn’t
here, meaning his whereabouts are like his resume: NOTHING. We get the
call out but Moose comes up on screen from Shamrock’s gym. Some yelling
ensues and Moose beats up a guy in a cage. This is totally different than
when he did the same thing at the American Top Team gym when he was
feuding with Bobby Lashley.

Taya Valkyrie asks Rosemary for help against Dashwood but doesn’t like
Taya’s whining attitude. Until the old Taya is back, Rosemary will be no
help. Taya even offers her a dress, which is thrown onto the floor.

Bound For Glory rundown.

Flashback Moment of the Week: Eric Young marries ODB.

OVE is not allowed into the reception.

Tommy Dreamer gives Brian Cage a pep talk about the wedding when Cage’s



brother Ryan comes in. Dreamer finds his rather normal appearance
amusing.

Rayne coaches the bridal party on how to walk down the aisle. Taya comes
in and says she needs help with Dashwood.

Tessa Blanchard vs. Dave Crist

Jake Crist and Madman Fulton are here too and the winner goes on to an X-
Division Title ladder match at Bound For Glory. Tessa hammers away to
start so Dave kicks at the leg to no avail. A trip to the floor lets
Fulton choke Tessa a bit, which is good for a quick ejection. Back in and
Dave chokes in the corner and hits her in the back of the head, allowing
Jake to get in his own choking. Tessa rolls him up for two but gets
caught in something like a Go To Sleep for the same. A missed double
stomp out of the corner misses as well and Tessa grabs the buzzsaw DDT
for the pin at 6:20.

Rating: C-. The interference got annoying but it’s nice to see Tessa get
the pin off a move instead of a fluke rollup. There is little to no
reason to not put the X-Division Title on her at Bound For Glory now that
her World Title chances are done. It might not be the coolest moment in
the world but it’s a big deal and another step forward now that she has
nothing left to do in the Knockouts diviison.

Post match Fulton is back in for a chokeslam.

Rayne tells Alisha Edwards to keep a better eye on her husband so Ace
Austin can escort her at the wedding.

It’s time for the wedding with the Rascalz coughing a lot and the Deaners
hitting on Jessika Havok. Rohit Raju is crying and Gama Singh has to
glare at him to break it up. Taya glares at Rosemary for not wearing the
dress she brought her but gets told to keep walking. In something that
absolutely shouldn’t surprise me, Dreamer walks Melissa down the aisle.

Ryan is officiating the ceremony but hang on as Taya needs to brag about
everything she has done. Ethan Page has objections….to how the company is
run and wants royalty money. Eddie Edwards staggers in and vomits on Ryan



before trying to beat up Austin. Dreamer asks if anyone can run the
wedding. Cue James Mitchell to say you asked for a minister. He goes
through their vows, gives Melissa his card just in case, and pronounces
them man and wife. The reception is in the ring. Dreamer: “Right after
this commercial break.”

Back from a break and they come into the ring for the first dance…and
here’s Sami Callihan to sing his rendition of Here Comes The Bride. He’s
here for a party instead of a fight because he’ll take the title at Bound
For Glory. Sami wants to beat the Machine Brian Cage, and that’s his
toast to the bride and the b****. Cage comes at him and Sami hits Melissa
with a bottle to end the show as Sami knows he screwed up. The segment
was a little long but the jokes at the reception were rather funny and
the angle at the end worked well.

Overall Rating: C-. The big angle at the end helped a lot and felt like a
big deal, which is really the first time that has happened in a long
time. That’s been the biggest problem for Impact for a long while now:
nothing they do feels like it matters and it needs to change in their
busy season. Maybe the move to AXS can help, but there are some things
holding them back, with some of their roster being near the top of the
list. Not a bad show, but it needs more of the latter than the first
half.

Results

Rhino/Rob Van Dam b. The North – Five Star Frog Splash to Alexander

Mahabali Shera b. Cousin Jake – World’s Strongest Slam

Tenille Dashwood b. Madison Rayne – Spotlight Kick

Tessa Blanchard b. Dave Crist – Hammerlock DDT

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up the
paperback edition of KB’s Complete 2004 Monday Night Raw
Reviews (also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out
the information here:



http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/26/new-book-and-e-book-k
bs-complete-2004-monday-night-raw-reviews/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact Wrestling – August 17,
2019: Tommy Dreamer Time

IMG Credit: Impact Wrestling

Impact Wrestling
Date: August 16, 2019
Location: St. Clair College, Windsor, Ontario, Canada
Commentators: Josh Matthews, Don Callis

Impact has been going up and down as of late with some of the stories
being better than others and some good enough shows. It’s not the best
show in the world but at least they have enough stuff going on that I can
remember it for a change. That’s more than they’ve had going for them in
the past so at least there are some positives around here. Let’s get to
it.

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/17/impact-wrestling-august-17-2019-tommy-dreamer-time/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/17/impact-wrestling-august-17-2019-tommy-dreamer-time/


Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Opening sequence.

Moose vs. Fallah Bahh

Rematch from two weeks ago when Bahh beat him in about a minute. You
really can see how much weight Bahh has lost and that’s a good thing.
Moose gets smart by stomping on the bare foot and sending Bahh outside,
setting up a pump kick against the barricade. You don’t do that to
someone like Bahh, who crushes Moose with a running crossbody. A splash
on the ramp makes it even worse but Moose goes for the eyes to take over.

Some slow kicks to the face let Moose call Bahh a fat piece of garbage so
Bahh shouts his name a lot. The Samoan drop takes Moose down and a
rolling belly to belly gets two. Moose crushes him in the corner though
and manages a top rope superplex (not bad) but the spear hits buckle. The
Banzai Drop misses though and it’s No Jackhammer Needed to give Moose the
pin at 8:52.

Rating: D+. Bahh slimming down makes him look better but it takes away
one of the best things he had going for him. Moose seems to be flailing
for something to do at the moment, which is why he’s stuck facing Fallah
Bahh in a two match series for whatever reason. At this point he needs to
get into the World Title picture or change things up because he’s stuck
in that weird not quite ready for the top spot but too big for the
midcard limbo.

Tommy Dreamer comes in to see Tessa Blanchard and gives her a history
lesson on….her family. It took others to make her family a success and
now Tessa needs help to get through OVE. Dreamer wants to stand with her
to improve this business so she’s with him. Good grief Dreamer couldn’t
be more forced into this story if his career (which has gone on for
thirty years and he respects the business so freaking much) depended on
it.

Video on Su Yung.

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/08/12/impact-wrestling-august-9-2019-north-of-the-average/


Kiera Hogan/Madison Rayne vs. Jordynne Grace/Alexia Nicole

Fallout from Kiera and Madison beating up Nicole last week. Kiera jumps
Nicole before the bell and it’s already time for some villainous double
teaming. A sliding basement clothesline gives Madison two but she stops
to GRR at the referee, allowing Alexia to hit a running Meteora. We take
a break and come back with Madison chinlocking Alexia.

Some yelling at the referee lets Madison poke Alexia in the eye and it’s
Hogan coming in for a basement dropkick. Alexia pops up and gets over for
the tag to Grace as everything breaks down. Alexia hits a high crossbody
on Hogan but Madison is legal. Said legal Madison hits CrossRayne to
finish Nicole at 9:41.

Rating: D+. This story continues to not do much for me as I’m not even
sure why they’re fighting. I guess Grace doesn’t like Rayne acting like a
big shot but since Impact doesn’t know how to let things go or advance
them a lot of the time, we’re likely to be watching these same people
feud for a good while.

Post match the brawl continues but the lights go out and it’s Rosemary to
chase off Rayne and Hogan.

Flashback Moment of the Week: Gail Kim vs. Awesome Kong from Bound For
Glory 2015.

Alisha Edwards comes up to Ace Austin in the back. Ace is fearing for his
safety from Eddie Edwards but Alisha insists they’re just friends. She’ll
worry about Eddie.

Post break, Ace lays down when he sees Alisha coming but here’s Eddie to
beat him up when he sees the two of them together.

Taya Valkyrie is in California and has John E. Bravo do various things
for her, mainly including taking care of her dog.

Rhyno and Michael Elgin are fighting outside.

Rascalz vs. Willie Mack/Rich Swann/Rob Van Dam



This could be interesting. The Rascalz, and the fans, want Van Dam to
start and they get their wish, with Rob kicking Wentz into the corner for
the tag off to Xavier. Mack kicks him as well and a running elbow gets
two. Swann comes in for a dropkick of his own as it’s one sided so far. A
shot to the face sends Swann into the corner and it’s Miguel coming in to
chop away. The slingshot hilo gets two on Swann and the fans want RVD.
Instead they get an enziguri to Swann for two more but Swann slips out of
a double backbreaker.

A cutter drops Miguel and there’s the hot tag to Van Dam. The split
legged moonsault gets two on Wentz and Mack’s standing moonsault into Van
Dam’s Rolling Thunder is good for two more. Everything breaks down but
the push moonsault is broken up. Wentz and Swann chop it out and the pace
picks up with Swann getting the better of it. Van Dam hits the Five Star
and Swann drops the Phoenix splash for the pin on Wentz at 13:01.

Rating: B-. It wasn’t as good as it could have been but having Van Dam as
the one to come in and clean house with his signature stuff is the best
thing for him at the moment. Swann and Mack are potential future
superstars around here and putting them with a big name is a good idea.
Keep that up, as long as Van Dam doesn’t get the spotlight.

The North says they’re going to California to defend the Tag Team Titles
at Cali Combat next week.

Jake Crist comes in to laugh at the Rascalz, Swann and Mack. Some glares
send him running.

Deaners vs. Desi Hit Squad

The losers are the winners servants, meaning this feud is going to
continue beyond tonight. It’s a brawl to start with everyone going out to
the floor and the Deaners getting the better of things. Raj gets dropped
ribs first onto the top rope and a knee knocks him back off. The Squad is
right back up for a double suplex on Jake do Cody comes in for a
clothesline.

Back from a break with Raju raking Cody’s eyes, leaving Gama to low
bridge Cody to the floor. Cody gets caught in the Squad’s corner with



Gama getting in a cheap shot from the outside. Raj rips at Cody’s face
(it might be an improvement) but Cody kicks Raju away. That’s not enough
for the tag though as Raj pulls Jake off the apron. A sidestep sends Raj
outside and now the hot tag can bring in Jake.

Everything breaks down and Cody hits a suicide dive, followed by Jake’s
running dive. Back in and Jake hits a Michinoku Driver for two on Raj and
things settle back down. Gama’s distraction lets Raju get a rollup for
two more as everything breaks down again. An assisted top rope double
stomp gets two on Cody but Raju’s Cannonball is caught in the corner.
Raju is sent outside and it’s the assisted suplex into the Side Effect
(CTD) for the pin on Raj at 14:49.

Rating: D. Yeah THIS MATCH just got nearly fifteen minutes and I don’t
get why either. We’ve spent how many weeks on this culture clash feud and
now it’s going to be even longer. The segments will probably be funny
enough but that doesn’t make up for having to watch these four have such
an uninteresting rivalry for so many weeks. The match could have been
worse, but that’s not much in the way of praise.

Sami Callihan wants to know where Jake Crist is but switches over to
threatening Tommy and Tessa. She will NEVER beat him and tonight will be
exactly like any other night.

The Deaners are ready to make the Squad work on their farm. Why can I not
get the dueling banjo music out of my head?

Sami Callihan/Dave Crist vs. Tessa Blanchard/Tommy Dreamer

At least Tommy doesn’t get the last entrance. They start fast with Tommy
and Tessa trying stereo Bionic Elbows (because the BLANCHARDS just love
Dusty Rhodes) but have to settle for kicks to the face instead.
Everything breaks down early on and Tommy hits a double clothesline off
the apron. Tessa hits a top rope dive of her own (landing on her feet of
course) and we take a break.

Back with Dreamer handing Tessa a beer from the crowd (I bet Dusty Rhodes
would like a beer, but he’s gone so consider this the next tribute from
Dreamer) so she can spit it in Sami’s face. Dreamer does it to Dave



(passing it on to the next generation you might say) and we settle down
to Sami begging off from Tessa inside. Everything breaks down again in
record time with all four heading back outside.

Dave catapults Dreamer throat first into the barricade (add that to the
list of injuries he’ll talk about for the next 15 years) and takes it
back inside to crank on both of Dreamer’s arms. Staying down in a hold
like that would damage the industry though so Dreamer is right back up,
only to have Sami take him into the corner. Dreamer fights back using the
power of tears over his memories of wrestling but Tessa gets pulled off
the apron. Double Bionic elbows and the diving tag bring in Tessa (with a
scary look on her face as she cleans house).

A running Codebreaker out of the corner gets two on Dave as everything
breaks down and the ref gets bumped. Double DDTs lay out OVE (Because
Dreamer stole that move too. Does he actually do ANYTHING original? Other
than the Tommyhawk, which was awesome, that is.) with a second referee
running in for two. Dreamer loads up a piledriver with THUMBS UP THUMBS
DOWN (The Repo Man didn’t steal this much stuff!) but stereo low blows
put….well just Dreamer down as Tessa glares at Dave for not thinking it
through. Magnum with a kendo stick finishes Dave at 13:49.

Rating: C-. Did I ever tell you about the time that Tommy Dreamer did
something in wrestling? The exact thing doesn’t matter because it’s
probably something that has been done a million times, but he did it
while looking sad, drinking a beer, hitting someone with a kendo stick an
hour after wearing a shirt that talked about some famous wrestler.

But he just wants to help the business, including his House of Hardcore
promotion, which is in no way another attempt to cash in on ECW’s legacy
again and again because he’s never done anything noteworthy not
associated with ECW. If you’ve never heard that story before, don’t worry
because he’ll probably do it again in a week.

Overall Rating: D+. This was a miss as there just wasn’t enough good
stuff to warrant half an hour of Deaners/Squad/Dreamer. Tessa doesn’t
need Dreamer helping her out so he can steal more of her spotlight,
especially after Swann, a young star who could go a long way around here,



offered to help her last week. It’s a spot where someone could get a nice
rub but instead it’s Dreamer for no logical reason whatsoever. The rest
of the show was skippable aside from the six man tag, which hopefully
isn’t a new trend around here. Hopefully they bounce back next week
because this was a rough sit.

Results

Moose b. Fallah Bahh – No Jackhammer Needed

Kiera Hogan/Madison Rayne b. Jordynne Grace/Alexia Nicole – CrossRayne to
Nicole

Rob Van Dam/Rich Swann/Willie Mack b. Rascalz – Phoenix splash to Wentz

Deaners b. Desi Hit Squad – CTD to Singh

Tessa Blanchard/Tommy Dreamer b. Dave Crist/Sami Callihan – Magnum to
Crist

Remember to check out my website at kbwrestlingreviews.com and
pick up the paperback edition of KB’s History Of In Your House
(also available as an e-book) from Amazon. Check out the
information here:

http://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2019/05/31/new-paperback-kbs-his
tory-of-in-your-house/

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

