NWA-TNA Weekly PPV #21: The
Needed Infusion

NWA-TNA Weekly PPV #21

Date: November 13, 2002

Location: Tennessee State Fairgrounds, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: Mike Tenay, Don West

We're getting closer to the end of the #1 contenders
tournament and it’'s starting to feel like Jeff Jarrett might
actually reach his destiny. In theory that’s a good thing as
it means he might shut up, but that’s never been in the cards
for him. Other than that, Jerry Lynn is once again the X-
Division Champion, which is not a bad thing. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Goldilocks sings the National Anthem in honor of Veterans Day.
Opening sequence.
Commentary runs down the card.

Here are Mortimer Plumtree and AJ Styles for a chat. Styles
knows that the fans want to see Jerry Lynn defending the X-
Division Title match against Kid Kash, but there is some fine
print in the contract (oh yeah it’s a Russo show). Styles is
guaranteed a rematch so the title match is off. Cue Lynn, who
says Kash has earned a title shot so he’s already gotten the
title match turned into a triple threat. So he was just
assuming Styles was going to be whiny and rewarded him anyway?

EZ Money vs. Tony Mamaluke

They go with the basic wrestling to start until Money misses a
charge over the top to the floor. The big suicide dive takes
him out again but another dive is dropkicked out of the air.
Back in and Money hits what would become known as a Buckshot
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Lariat as the fans certainly approve. Mamaluke grabs a quick
choke to send Money to the ropes, followed by a guillotine
legdrop for two. Money is right back up with a Jason Jett
Crash Landing for the pin at 4:51. Makes sense, as Money 1is 1in
fact Jason Jett.

Rating: B-. This was a nice fast paced opener with two guys
who are trying to become a thing around here. Money feels like
someone who could be something if he had a bit of a better
name, though it’'s going to be a bit difficult to crack through
the rest of the talent. For now though, good stuff here, even
without much time.

Sonny Siaki vs. Chris Vaughn

Siaki jumps him to start and hits a quick belly to belly into
the corner. Some shoulders in the corner have Vaughn in
trouble and Siaki ties him in the Tree Of Woe. A Samoan drop
sets up three straight rolling neckbreakers to finish Vaughn
at 2:07.

Earlier today, Brian Lawler was annoyed at April for taking a
shower. He didn’t seem to notice Bruce being there too.

Here is James Mitchell to talk about the difference between
wrestling and sports entertainment. Of course none of that
matters because the New Church is all about evil. He
introduces the newest member of the team in Belladonna, plus
the returning Malice.

Malice vs. Kaos

Malice jumps him to start and beats him up with quite the
ease. Kaos 1is sent outside and then thrown back inside, with
Malice choking away. An overhead belly to belly and big boot
set up the chokeslam as Kaos is pretty much done. A top rope
knee gives Malice the pin at 2:57.

Brian Lawler vs. Jorge Estrada




April and Priscilla are here too. Lawler dances a bit and
stops for a kiss from April, followed by a backdrop to the
floor. Back in and Estrada knocks him back, setting up a top
rope leg lariat. Lawler tries a shot with April’s purse but
Estrada takes it away and wraps it around Lawler’s neck. The
springboard Fameasser staggers Lawler and Estrada goes after
April, who gets slapped by Priscilla. The distraction lets
Lawler get a rollup with tights for the pin at 3:24.

Rating: D. This was another quick match and nothing to see, as
Lawler and his stuff with April continues to be absolutely
nothing. I'm not sure what the point in having this stuff
continue but I'm assuming the idea is that Lawler is a name
with star power. That'’s all well and good, but maybe come up
with something actually interesting.

Jeff Jarrett is ready to do whatever it takes to get the World
Title shot. He's ready to beat BG James and win the
tournament, as apparently he’'s getting a bye to the finals.

Jimmy Yang vs. Amazing Red

For a future X-Division Title shot. Red backs him into the
corner to start before they go to the mat to fight over arm
control. With that not working, they get back up for a test of
strength, only for Red to spin around him (a lot) into a
headscissors. Yang is sent outside and a sliding headscissors
takes him into the announcers’ table.

Back in and Yang shoulders away in the corner, setting up an
STF. That's broken up so Red dropkicks a springboard out of
the air and the pace picks up. A spinning kick to the face
drops Yang and a tornado DDT plants him again. The super Code
Red gives Red two and something like a Whisper In The Wind
gives Red the pin at 9:43.

Rating: B-. Red is rapidly rising up the ranks and you can see
the talent on full display every time he’s in the ring. That
is something that can always be useful in any company, but



especially in one that is still getting started. Red 1is
standing out and giving him a title shot is a good idea.

BG James 1is ready to face Jeff Jarrett for the World Title
match next week. Jarrett comes in and says it’s the two of
them next week. They have a history together and he wants to
wish James good luck, man to man. Then Jarrett jumps him.

Tag Team Titles #1 Contenders Tournament Semifinals:

Lenny/Bruce vs. Spanish Announce Team

Yes we're having a three team tournament for a title shot.
Joel and Lenny start things off with Lenny doing his rather
enthusiastic running of the ropes. Joel trips him down and the
other two get in a fight on the floor. That’s enough for Joel
to knock Lenny onto the two of them in a big crash.

Back in and a double elbow and gutbuster get two on Joel but
Jose is back in for a moonsault/guillotine legdrop combination
for two on Bruce. Lenny is back in with a super hurricanrana
for two but Joel hits a missile dropkick. Jose comes back in
to clean house and we get the, ahem, comedy landing between
Lenny and Bruce. Lenny low bridges Bruce to the floor
(intentions unclear) and a super Spanish Fly gives Jose the
pin at 7:21.

Rating: C. See, this is a bit more like it. The Bruce/Miss TNA
stuff is horrible, but it’s even more annoying when you
consider that Bruce is not bad at all in the ring. He's
capable of having a fine match and that was what we saw here,
as this was perfectly acceptable. Just stop with the low brow
unfunny stuff and things would get so much better.

Bob Armstrong says Don Harris 1is fired as the head of
security..but he can wrestle. BECAUSE WE NEED THE HARRIS TWINS.

Tag Team Titles #1 Contenders Tournament Semifinals: Harris
Twins vs. Hot Shots




The Twins jump them to start fast and it’s Ron beating up
Stevens in the corner without much trouble. Commentary points
out how hard it is to tell the Twins apart, ignoring that
they’re in different style gear. O0'Reilly comes in to fight
back but gets knocked back without much trouble. Everything
breaks down and the H Bomb finishes Stevens at 3:57.

Rating: D. Yep, the Harris Brothers are still a thing and they
are still the most dominant team in the company. I have no
idea what the point is in having them around at such a high
level but they don’t seem to be going away anytime soon. The
match was basically a squash and that made for another long,
dull viewing.

That’s not good enough so the Twins beat the Hot Shots up
after the match.

Here is a ticked off BG James, who isn’t surprised that Jeff
Jarrett attacked him again. James wants Jarrett out here right
now but Jarrett says they’ll fight next week. James says
something censored and says Jarrett gets it from his parents
and..let’s do this now I guess.

NWA World Title #1 Contenders Tournament Final: BG James vs.
Jeff Jarrett

They brawl on the floor to start and go into the crowd, with
James hitting him in the head with a trashcan. The fight heads
into the balcony and walk around the arena, with James sending
him into a table. Jarrett is back with a chair to the head to
send James through another table, which is nearly enough for a
countout as they both get inside for the first time. Jarrett
hammers away again and hits a Stroke onto a chair for the pin
at 7:19. They were 1in the ring together for about thirty
seconds.

Rating: D-. What was that? Other than a way to get Jarrett
his, ahem, long awaited title shot, what was the point of
this? It was a brawl that took place in the crowd before a



tacked on finishing move in the ring. Then again, none of that
matters because the whole point of the thing is to get Jarrett
into the title picture, which I guess now qualifies as
interesting and important.

Tag Team Titles: Disciples O0f The New Church vs. America'’'s
Most Wanted

AMW is defending and run in through the crowd to start the
brawl after last week’s beating. The fight heads to the floor
and Slash is already busted open as Slash suplexes him on the
stage. Back at ringside and a belt shot to the head busts
Storm open, leaving Slash to give him the Eye of the Storm.

A spinning cutter gives Storm two of his own but Belladonna
and James Mitchell offer distractions as everything breaks
down. The distraction lets Slash hit Storm in the face with
the belt for two but the referee gets bumped (like it
matters). The Trash Compactor compacts Slash but Belladonna
jumps on Storm’s back. That’s enough for Lee to hit Storm with
the spike for the pin and the titles at 9:07.

Rating: C+. The lack of a DQ over the violence is just
something you learn to live with around here. What matters the
most is that it feels like we’re actually getting a story
here. You can only get so far with AMW beating everyone in
short order so they need some actual problems. That’'s what
they’'re getting here and the Disciples are instantly a big
deal. Nice job all around.

We look back at Kid Kash becoming the #1 contender to the X-
Division Title last week. Then Jerry Lynn beat AJ Styles to
win the same title.

X-Division Title: AJ Styvles vs. Kid Kash vs. Jerry Lynn

Lynn is defending and Styles has Mortimer Plumtree in his
corner. Styles gets dropkicked to the floor to start and then
a double drop toehold does it again. Lynn and Kash trade



armdrags for a standoff but Styles knocks Lynn outside.
Plumtree offers a distraction so Styles can hit Lynn low but
Kash gives Styles a twisting hurricanrana. Kash chops Lynn
into the corner and hits a moonsault press for two.

Styles’ neckbreaker gets the same on Lynn, who gets back up to
fire off forearms to Kash. Lynn is sent to the floor so Kash
takes him down with a big dive, with Styles following with a
springboard shooting star. Back in and Styles gets two but
Kash clotheslines the other two down for a triple breather. A
brainbuster drops Lynn, with Styles stealing the near fall.
Lynn breaks up the Styles Clash with a clothesline before Kash
backdrops Styles onto Plumtree. The cradle piledriver to Kash
retains the title at 10:51.

Rating: B-. You could all but guarantee this was going to be
good and that shouldn’t be a surprise. As usual, you have the
group of wrestlers who dominate the division, but now we’re
seeing some fresh blood enter the mix. Kash probably isn’t the
next bit thing, but it’s nice to see another name added in
here, just for the sake of some flavor if nothing else.

Bob Armstrong gives Don West next week’s card for the big over
the top hype.

Jeff Jarrett talks about Ron Killings turning some heads as
champion but for Jarrett, the title match is everything. This
is what Jarrett has wanted to do since he was a boy so he'll
do whatever it takes to win the title, which 1is the absolute
truth.

Overall Rating: C-. There were good parts here but you could
also see some of the darker sides of the booking coming out
this week. Stuff like Lawler and the Harris twins getting so
much time is hard to watch, but that was at least somewhat
mitigated by some fresh talent getting a change. There are
still a lot of good things about the show, but they
desperately need to refocus in some areas. If that happens,



the talent will be enough to carry the rest, but I'm not sure
I can see that taking place.

Remember to follow me on Twitter and Bluesky @kbreviews and
head over to my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap
wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6
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