
Impact  Wrestling  –  February
23,  2016:  Quality,  Not
Interest
Impact  Wrestling
Date: February 23, 2016
Location: Wembley Arena, London, England
Attendance: 4,000
Commentators: D’Angelo Dinero, Josh Matthews

It’s another special show tonight as we have Lockdown, meaning everything
is inside a steel cage, even if the feud might not have warranted that
yet. The main event is Matt Hardy defending the World Title against Ethan
Carter III in Carter’s rematch after the title was stolen away from him a
few weeks back. Let’s get to it.

The opening video explains Lockdown and the main event.

Beer Money vs. Eric Young/Bram

In a cage, like all other matches tonight. They start fighting in the
aisle with Storm hitting Bram in the head with a beer. The fight goes
inside quickly enough but first up Bram gives Storm the Brighter Side of
Suffering on the floor. That leaves Roode inside in a glorified handicap
match with Roode down two to one. Bram is quickly taken down though,
allowing Roode to hit a Blockbuster on Young. Storm climbs in over the
top and sends Bram into the cage ten straight times to drop him off the
top.

Beer Money starts cleaning house but Bram breaks up a double suplex on
Young. Roode is fast enough to catapult Young into Bram for a top rope
crotching, setting up a hurricanrana and a top rope splash for two. DWI
is broken up and Eric suplexes Roode down. Last Call hits Young but Bram
spinwheel kicks Storm to put everyone on the mat. It’s Beer Money up
first with the double suplex on Young, setting up DWI for the pin on Bram
at 8:30.
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Rating: C. Hopefully this makes Bram and Young shut up for a bit though
there’s no reason to assume that’s going to happen. Beer Money continues
to be their usual solid selves though they’re really not doing anything
other than going on a nostalgia run. The match was fine but I still have
no desire to see Young and Bram as a team again.

Madison Rayne has been attacked because this is TNA and they only know
about three angles for their female wrestlers.

Here’s Ethan to sit on the steps for a promo. He can’t wait to fight here
in foggy old London town because Matt Hardy has tried to do whatever he
can to mess with Ethan. Whether it’s having Tyrus interfere or cave
Ethan’s head in with a chair, it’s just delaying the reality that Matt
can’t beat him. However, speaking of being alone, Ethan needs to talk
about Rockstar Spud.

After the Rockstar comes to the ring, Ethan talks about their history and
admits that he was wrong. They slowly shake hands and Spud says he’ll
always do what’s right. Spud isn’t scared of Matt or Tyrus because he’s
Rockstar Spud and no one tells him what to do. This brings out Matt and
company to say that everything belongs to him. The Matt Hardy Brand has
absorbed the Impact Wrestling Brand and if Spud comes anywhere near the
cage tonight, his life will be destroyed. Carter says bring it.

A British man (the unnamed Jimmy Havoc) says Rosemary was his before she
was Crazzy Steve’s. They’re good for each other and he’s getting her
back.

X-Division Title: Tigre Uno vs. Trevor Lee

Lee is defending and has Gregory Shane Helms in his corner. Tigre grabs a
quick rollup to start before nailing Lee in the head to put him down. The
champ comes right back with some choking on the bottom rope, followed by
a release gutwrench suplex. A quick kick to the head staggers Lee and
Tigre sends him into the cage a few times.

Uno gets two off a top rope legdrop between Lee’s legs before climbing up
the cage. Lee’s save doesn’t work as Tigre kicks him down, only to dive
down with a huge high cross body and an equally large crash. The delayed



cover only gets two and Trevor gets up with a knee to the head. The
fisherman’s buster retains Trevor’s title at 6:16. Josh: “Tigre just
wanted to have that Lockdown moment.” Give me a break.

Rating: C-. You remember those first two times where Trevor beat Tigre
with the fisherman’s buster? Well this one was inside a cage. Hopefully
this lets us move on to something else as there’s really no point to this
feud continuing. I’m assuming Helms either isn’t going to wrestle or will
be facing Lee at some point in the future, either of which is only kind
of interesting.

Maria runs into Gail Kim and talks about leading the Knockouts. Gail is
REALLY QUITE SERIOUS and tells Maria to get in the ring if she wants to
be a leader.

Havoc gives Rosemary something which he says will make her remember how
they are together. Steve comes up and grabs it, resulting in them staring
at each other.

Dollhouse vs. Gail Kim/Velvet Sky/???

Lethal Lockdown meaning WarGames with the fall not being allowed to take
place until all six (in theory) are in. Gail and Jade start things off by
trading hurricanranas and kicking each other off the cage walls. They
collide in the middle and we take a break with no one new coming out yet.
Back with Marti Bell joining after a “five minute” (read as over seven)
period ends. Marti beats on Gail for a minute until Velvet Sky comes in
to even things up. Velvet cleans house for another minute until Rebel
completes the Dollhouse, meaning it’s time for weapons.

The Dollhouse starts beating up Velvet in the corner until the clock runs
down again. Maria comes out to the apron but shakes her head and decides
not to come in. Instead she locks the cage door, allowing Gail and Velvet
to get beaten down. Velvet fights back by avoiding a charge in the corner
and fighting back with a kendo stick. Gail gets a stick of her own and
Rebel is pinballed between forearms and stick shots. Marti makes the save
with a cookie sheet, only to have Gail hit Eat Defeat for two on Rebel.
Jade’s package piledriver onto a chair puts Gail away at 14:50.



Rating: C. Well that happened. The Dollhouse and the Beautiful People
will likely keep feuding because that’s how the Knockouts work. Gail will
go on to be serious against anyone who comes into the division, even
though nothing new ever comes from it. Maria could be interesting, but
this was really just more long than good.

Kurt Angle gives Ethan a pep talk. It turns out that Ethan, who made
Kurt’s life miserable, is a fan.

Decay video.

Here’s Kurt with something to say to the live crowd. He talks about
having so many great matches in this country, including one last year
where he won the TNA World Title. Lashley comes out to say the last year
has been in his head, but he’s going to get revenge. He wants to have one
more match with Kurt where they tear the roof off the house before he
gets his revenge. The fans want Kurt to get the final win but Lashley
knows he can win on Kurt’s best day. Kurt wants to go right now but
Lashley walks away with a smile.

Eli Drake is in the ring and wants to talk about Odarg the Great. Grado
was fired a few weeks back and now he’s running around with a mask and
singlet on, trying to hide his identity. Cue Odarg, which Josh thinks is
Grado spelled backwards and it’s time for a match.

Odarg the Great vs. Eli Drake

Josh complains about how everyone knows what’s going on and how they have
to be stupid and sit through it. This coming from the man who called fans
idiots for pointing out plot holes in TNA’s stories. Odarg can’t pull
himself over the top so he pokes Eli in the face and goes for the door
but Jesse Godderz holds it shut. The mask starts to come off so we pause
a bit for Odarg to fix things. Drake slams him down and suplexes Odarg
into the cage. It’s still too early to climb out though and Odarg brings
him down with an electric chair.

Drake can’t crawl out so Jesse tries to help, only to have Mahabali Shera
come out to take care of Jesse. The tug of war causes Drake’s trunks to
come halfway down, meaning it’s time to censor stuff. Odarg hits a



Cannonball in the corner and very slowly climbs over, allowing Drake to
come up the cage. He grabs the mask but Odarg falls down and loses the
mask for the win at 6:32.

Rating: D. I still like the story, though could they find a way to not
have a guy with a Feast or Fired briefcase lose comedy matches? Grado
continues to be one of the few really entertaining things around here
right now, even though it might be due to how simple and stupid the story
really is.

After his face appears on camera for at least fifteen seconds, Grado
covers up and runs off, seemingly more worried about people seeing his
bare chest.

Jimmy Havoc gets in Decay’s faces and calls himself hardcore. The
beatdown ensues and Rosemary leaves his present (which looked like some
kind of a mask) on top of him.

Eli Drake tells Billy Corrgan to have Grado (sans mask) thrown out and
that’s exactly what the Harris Twins do.

Mike Bennett can’t believe that people think anything of Drew Galloway
because he carries around a briefcase.

TNA World Title: Ethan Carter III vs. Matt Hardy

Hardy is defending. Ethan draws a line on the mat and it’s time to slug
it out. Matt’s chops don’t have much effect but Ethan’s splash hits the
cage. It’s time for a chair with Matt getting in some good shots, only to
have the Twist of Fate broken up as Matt is sent head first into the
chair in the corner. Another Twist is broken up so Matt settles for the
Side Effect and a two count.

The champ grabs a chain but walks into a TK3 (TKO) to give Ethan a
chance. Tyrus blocks the way so Ethan flips him off, drawing the big man
in. Ethan runs the ropes and has a free chance to get out but opts to
clothesline Tyrus instead. A Big Ending drops Carter but he’s still able
to reverse an attempt at being chained to the cage. Instead it’s Tyrus
being chained up but Matt grabs a Twist of Fate for two.



Carter is back up in time to pull Matt off the cage to put both guys
down. Matt is up first and hits a low blow, setting up a Twist of Fate
with Ethan’s neck in a chair. Of course that’s not enough to finish it so
Ethan kicks Matt low to even things up. A slow double crawl towards the
door draws out Reby with a hammer but Spud comes out for the save. Then,
in the swerve that isn’t a swerve, Spud slams the door on Carter’s head
to turn heel and help Matt get out to retain at 11:39.

Rating: C-. The match was fine but it’s ANOTHER heel turn as Matt has to
get another minion because he’s this iconic power or whatever line TNA is
pushing this week. I do however like the fact that Spud didn’t just align
with Carter again because Ethan turned. That’s some nice continuity, but
sweet goodness I’m tired of these big heel turns when there are already
about four faces on the roster as it is.

Post match Spud gives Carter a Conchairto on the chair to end the show.

Overall Rating: D+. I don’t remember the last time I was this
uninterested in TNA. I don’t know if it’s Josh being more annoying than
Matt Striker could ever hope to be, the constant waiting on Kurt’s
retirement match, everyone turning heel or the fact that Matt Hardy is on
top, but this show is getting harder and harder to sit through. It’s not
that the quality is horrible but I’m having a lot of trouble getting into
any of the stories.

Overall this show just wasn’t very interesting. They’re trying really
hard to turn Matt into this top level heel and for the life of me I don’t
get the appeal. Like, are they really that obsessed with doing Matt vs.
Jeff at Slammiversary and/or Bound For Glory? We really need to see that
match again in 2016? Not a great show here, but that’s just what happens
in TNA these days because they don’t have a roster deep enough to pull
this off these days.

Results

Beer Money b. Eric Young/Bram – DWI to Bram

Trevor Lee b. Tigre Uno – Fisherman’s buster



Dollhouse b. Gail Kim/Velvet Sky – Package piledriver onto a chair to Kim

Odarg the Great b. Eli Drake – Odarg escaped the cage

Matt Hardy b. Ethan Carter III – Hardy escaped the cage

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume IV at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B01AXP08DK

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact  Wrestling  –  February
16, 2016: As Always
Impact Wrestling
Date: February 16, 2016
Location: MEN Arena, Manchester, England
Attendance: 3,000
Commentators: Josh Matthews, D’Angelo Dinero

We’re still in England and Lockdown is in a week (not that TNA has
bothered to tell us that just yet of course), likely with the returning
Ethan Carter III challenging Matt Hardy in one of the new champ’s first
title defenses. Other than that we may have more issues between Matt and
Dixie Carter over Jeff Hardy’s future. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the Tag Team Title situation with Decay stealing
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the Wolves’ belts and daring the champs to come get them in a Monster’s
Ball this week.

Another recap shows us the ending of last week’s show with Ethan Carter
III returning to chase off Matt Hardy.

Ethan comes up to Dixie in the back and says it’s now his mission to take
the title back from Hardy. Dixie tells him that the rematch will be next
week in Lockdown inside the steel cage. That’s fine with Ethan, but
tonight he has something personal to take care of.

Opening sequence.

Here’s Ethan in the arena with something to say. He walked into this
company two and a half years ago with a chip on his shoulder and he’s
beaten everyone in front of him save for one name. That one man is all
that matter to him right now and that is Matt Hardy. The one word that
matters right now is rematch and Matt is going to be locked inside a cage
with all of Ethan’s rage and vengeance.

Right now though, Ethan’s fists need to start punching someone and he
can’t think of anyone better than Tyrus. Maybe Tyrus is breast feeding
Maxel Hardy but get out here right now and fight. Tyrus comes out to say
Ethan doesn’t want this. However, Tyrus thinks Ethan is afraid to be
alone and he got to a new level with Tyrus. They were close enough for
Tyrus to call him boss, but now Tyrus knows everything about him. Ethan
asks if Tyrus is done and now the brawl is on.

Tyrus takes over and punches Carter up the aisle, only to be sent into
the barricade a few times. This brings out Matt for the double beatdown
and it’s time for a chair. Ethan fights both of them off though and
cleans house with a chair. Matt issues the challenge for the tag match
later tonight.

Here are Eric Young and Bram with something to say. Young asks if there’s
anyone in the crowd tough enough to take his King of the Mountain Title
from him. One person who certainly won’t be doing it is Jeff Hardy, but
this brings out Beer Money. OF COURSE IT BRINGS OUT BEER MONEY because we
haven’t had this story go on long enough yet. Storm accepts the challenge



and we’re ready to go.

King of the Mountain Title: Eric Young vs. James Storm

Young is defending and gets taken down in a hurry with Storm sending him
into the corner. Storm gets sent to the floor though, allowing Eric to
take over back inside. An elbow to the face gets two and a neckbreaker
gets the same. We hit the chinlock for a bit before Storm fights up with
some clotheslines. Roode intercepts Bram and all four guys brawl to the
floor for the double countout at 4:07.

Rating: D. Sweet goodness I can’t stand Eric Young. I don’t remember
being more miserable when someone comes on my TV. I get that he’s been
around for a long time but this feud with Bobby Roode and now Beer Money
I guess has been going on for years now. There’s no reason left for them
to fight other than “well they’ve been fighting for a while now.” Find
something else for them to do or stop putting them on TV because it’s
been old for a long time.

All four fight into the crowd.

Drew Galloway offers to be Ethan’s partner. They have common goals but
Ethan wants to stand alone tonight.

Back from a break and THEY’RE STILL FIGHTING. Just put them in the cage
match like you know you’re going to next week so we can hopefully end
this feud already. We cut away as the fighting continues.

Here are Mike Bennett and Maria to discuss the people that have come
across Mike so far. Kurt Angle hit him from behind and then ran away.
Drew Galloway is stuck with a ticking time bomb called a briefcase.
Tonight though, Mike wants to face one of the UK’s own.

Mike Bennett vs. Mandrews

Mandrews takes him down with an early armdrag and we’re already at the
first shooting star, only to have Mike raise his knees. We hit the early
chinlock for a few moments before Mike flapjacks him for two. Mandrews
comes back with a spinning DDT and a standing corkscrew moonsault for two
of his own. Bennett crotches him on top and hits a hanging Diamond



Cutter, followed by the Miracle in Progress for the pin at 3:46.

Rating: D+. I’m not wild on the Miracle gimmick but at least he looked
more dominant for a change. Bennett could go somewhere, assuming he can
actually outlive Matt Hardy’s World Title reign. Not much to see here but
it’s always fun to watch a pest like Mandrews get beaten down for a bit.

Post match Bennett keeps pounding on Mandrews until Drew Galloway makes
the save.

Rosemary talks about leaving the Wolves lying in a pool of their own
blood with nothing to wear. Abyss promises that she’ll be the most
beautiful woman at the ball. The Decay is in a cage when someone comes up
to say he remembers Rosemary. He blows a kiss and says he’ll see them
soon. Apparently that would be British wrestler Jimmy Havoc.

Post break and Bennett beats down Galloway and Mandrews in the back.

Odarg the Great (notice the spelling) is coming.

Matt Hardy and Tyrus threaten Rockstar Spud to not be Ethan’s partner
later.

We look back at Angle vs. Lashley from last year.

Tag Team Titles: Wolves vs. Decay

Monster’s Ball (street fight) with the Wolves defending. They brawl in
the aisle to start and the weapons are quickly brought in as we take an
early break. Such a stupid WWE move. Back with the Wolves in control and
grabbing a ladder. Abyss’ ankle gets caught in the ladder but Rosemary
mists Davey to break up the top rope double stomp, allowing Abyss to pelt
a chair at Eddie, knocking him down through a table.

Abyss pulls out Janice and before I can type “and he swings it, only to
get it caught in the turnbuckle pad because HE ALWAYS GETS IT CAUGHT IN
THE TURNBUCKLE PAD”, he swings it, only to get it caught in the
turnbuckle pad because HE ALWAYS GETS IT CAUGHT IN THE TURNBUCKLE PAD.
That means more violence as Abyss piles up chairs until Eddie gets up for
the save, setting up sunset bomb onto the chairs.



Steve and Davey get back in and the champs hit the clown in the back with
a chair, setting up a top rope double stomp. Abyss starts cleaning house
and brings out the bag of tacks. Pope: “We always think it’s the tacks
but you never know!” Yeah Pope we do know, because it’s always the tacks.
Eddie kicks Abyss out to the floor, allowing Davey to suicide dive the
monster into the barbed wire board. Steve blasts Eddie with a chair off
camera and puts his head inside a chair.

Rosemary gets in the ring to break up something like a Conchairto though
as she pours the tacks (yeah they were tacks, because they’re always
tacks) onto Eddie’s head first. The Conchairto misses though because of
course it does, allowing Eddie to use Janice to knock a chair into
Steve’s face. Richards kisses Rosemary (there’s some sexual assault for
you) but it’s a trick to suck the mist out of her mouth. I’m not sure if
that’s brilliant or ridiculous. Whatever they call Chasing the Dragon
onto the chairs puts Steve away at 14:33.

Rating: C+. Much like almost everything else on this show, I’ve seen this
so many times before. Like I said a few times here, you knew it was going
to be tacks because it’s always tacks. You knew Abyss was going into the
barbed wire board because he always goes into the barbed wire board.
Finally you knew Janice wasn’t hitting anyone because it never does. The
match is still entertaining, but they haven’t changed the formula in so
long that it’s beyond stale. Oh and thanks for coming Decay. Can we just
release Steve now?

Spud offers to be Ethan’s partner but Ethan still wants to do it alone.

Gail Kim/Madison Rayne vs. Jade/Marti Bell

Speaking of things we’ve seen time after time. It’s a brawl to start with
Marti scoring off a Samoan Drop to Kim, followed by a running flip
neckbreaker for two. Gail gets beaten down a little more until Jade runs
into a boot in the corner. The hot tag brings in Madison as everything
breaks down. Jade’s dive is broken up by Gail’s forearm, allowing Madison
to roll Marti up for the pin at 4:00.

Rating: D. So? The feud is just going to continue because the Dollhouse
has the numbers advantage and for some reason they’ll beat everyone down



and re-establish dominance that they lose again the next week because
they almost never win anything. I’m sure a former Beautiful People member
will make the save and set up a six Knockout cage match that only TNA’s
hardest of hardcore fans will find interesting because that’s how the
Knockouts work.

Post match, the Dollhouse beats down Gail and Madison until Velvet Sky
makes the save. Velvet wants Lethal Lockdown next week.

Mahabali Shera is back and has a new friend in Odarg the Great, who says
he’s a good guy. It’s clearly Grado as the mask is similar to Vader’s old
style.

Eric Young/Bram and Beer Money are still fighting in the back. Pope:
“They’ll get tired in a while.” The villains finally start walking away
but Beer Money tells the cameraman that they want a cage match next week.
So I’m supposed to care about a ten minute match after they just fought
for over an hour?

Jesse Godderz/Eli Drake vs. Mahabali Shera/Odarg the Great

Well he was coming an hour ago, then he appeared and now he’s having a
match. He even comes out to Grado’s music and doing Grado’s strut, though
he’s billed from Parts Unknown. Pope even gets in a Midnight Rider
reference as the match begins without a bell that I could hear. Shera
drop toeholds Drake down and ties Eli’s arms up to make him do the dance.

Jesse has some better luck by taking Shera to the mat and setting up
something like a Demolition Decapitator. Back up and the hot tag brings
in Odarg to clean house as everything breaks down. A Sky High gets two on
Jesse as Drake goes after the mask. Odarg pulls it off instead and rolls
Drake up (looking him right in the face) for the pin at 5:00.

Rating: D+. Maybe it’s how much I’ve disliked this show but I had a good
time with this. I can go with comedy much easier when everyone is in on
the joke and they’re just having fun with it. I mean, it’s not like the
Feast or Fired briefcase has had strict rules before so this is hardly a
stretch. If nothing else it’s the most I’ve ever been entertained by
Grado and it gives the talented Drake something to do.



Drake’s shocked look post match is great.

Post break Eli wants Grado at Lockdown but Odarg comes up to say he’ll be
Drake’s opponent.

Matt Hardy/Tyrus vs. Ethan Carter III

Handicap to start. The fans are doing this awkward wave to Carter’s music
and it’s really not working. Tyrus starts for the team but gets knocked
back into the corner for an early beating. A t-bone suplex sends Carter
flying though and we take a break. Back with Matt dropping a middle rope
elbow to Ethan but Rockstar Spud comes out to be Carter’s partner. Ethan
scores with a clothesline but stays in to fight Matt as the fans want
Spud. A dropkick puts Matt down and the hot tag brings in Spud who
actually doesn’t turn on Carter.

There goes the bowtie but Spud beats on Tyrus instead, allowing Matt to
take him down with something like Big Show’s Final Cut. The Heart Punch
puts Spud down but Tyrus misses a charge in the corner, allowing Spud to
grab an Underdog. The real hot tag brings in Carter to face Hardy as
everything breaks down. Ethan dives at both guys but they fail to catch
him, leaving Carter to crash in an ugly looking landing. Back in and the
Side Effect gets two on Ethan, followed by a Twist of Fate to Spud. The
1%er puts Matt away at 12:54.

Rating: C. Just a main event tag match here but I don’t buy the idea of
Spud being fine with Carter less than a year after everything that
happened. If there’s one thing TNA does well, it’s remember continuity
like that so, as predictable as it might be, I’m kind of hoping Spud
turns on Carter next week.

Overall Rating: D. This show got better in the second hour but the first
hour was one of the least interesting (which is far different than worst)
offerings from TNA that I’ve seen in a long time. It showcased so many of
their problems: acting like WWE, setting up someone like Decay and then
having them lose in their first big match and above all else, a bunch of
stuff that we’ve seen before. That’s where TNA loses me: I really have no
interest in seeing the same tropes that they’ve covered just a year or so
ago. This got better later on, but it really had nowhere to go but up.



Results

James Storm vs. Eric Young went to a double countout

Mike Bennett b. Mandrews – Miracle in Progress

Wolves b. Decay – Brainbuster onto a chair to Steve

Odarg the Great/Mahabali Shera b. Eli Drake/Jesse Godderz – Rollup to
Drake

Ethan Carter III/Rockstar Spud b. Tyrus/Matt Hardy – 1%er to Hardy

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume IV at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B01AXP08DK

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact  Wrestling  –  January
12, 2016: All Over Again
Impact  Wrestling
Date: January 12, 2016
Location: Sands Bethlehem Events Center, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Josh Matthews, D’Angelo Dinero

It’s the second week of Impact on Tuesday nights and Ethan Carter III is
the World Champion again. That means it’s time to find a new opponent for

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B01AXP08DK?ref_=pe_2427780_160035660
http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/01/12/impact-wrestling-january-12-2016-all-over-again/
https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2016/01/12/impact-wrestling-january-12-2016-all-over-again/


him after Matt Hardy was completely dispatched last week in his third
loss to Carter in a row. Other than that it’s hard to say what to expect
here, though we are getting Drew Galloway vs. Kurt Angle in a dream
match. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of last week’s tournament matches, leading to Carter
getting the title back.

Quick video on Angle vs. Galloway.

Opening sequence.

Tyrus tells Ethan that it’s time.

Here are Ethan and Tyrus in the ring with something to say. Ethan talks
about how this is more proof of how great he is. He thanks Tyrus for
letting him fight on his own last week but Tyrus says he didn’t doubt
Ethan for a minute. That’s enough from Tyrus as Ethan takes the mic away
from him, which doesn’t sit well with Tyrus. Ethan keeps going about how
great he is until Jeff Hardy comes out in wrestling gear. Of course it’s
a Hardy because this show is another playground for them.

Jeff thanks Ethan for his effort last week but Ethan says he’s done with
both Jeff and Matt. No Ethan, no you’re not, because you can never be
done with the Hardys around here. Jeff says Matt can speak for himself
and hands Ethan a document. It’s a note from Jeff’s doctor, saying that
he’s cleared to wrestle.

That’s fine with Ethan but he doesn’t think Jeff deserves a shot that
quick. Ethan thinks we need an opponent from the back right now. Here’s a
masked man, with Ethan making sure to play some music for him. The man is
named Shynron (a high flier, probably best known in Chikara) and he
promises to take care of Hardy right now.

Jeff Hardy vs. Shynron

Ethan sits in on commentary as Shynron grabs a wristlock. Jeff dropkicks
the masked man in the back to put him on the floor but something like a
619 over the apron takes Jeff down again. Back in and the Twist of Fate
is broken up but a Tajiri handspring into a moonsault results in a crash.



Jeff throws him up for a powerbomb but drops back for a crash. The Twist
of Fate puts Shynron away at 2:23.

The Dollhouse says they’re ready for Gail Kim and Kong promises to come
for the title soon. The Beautiful People come in and promises to take
down the Dollhouse tonight. A brawl breaks out.

Dollhouse vs. Beautiful People

It’s Kong/Jade vs. Rayne/Sky. This is joined in progress after a break
and is officially a street fight. The Dollhouse is in control until
Velvet suplexes Jade on the stage. Back inside, Kong is running over
Madison like she’s not even there. We get some choking on the ropes as
Jade starts bringing in some weapons. Jade misses a Cannonball in the
corner and hits a chair by mistake but she’s still able to hit Madison in
the back with a trashcan lid while Kong chokes her in midair.

Velvet gets back in and kicks a chair into Kong’s face but Rebel and
Marti Bell realize they can get involved. That earns them a double
beating with kendo sticks and Kong gets one to match. Not that it matters
as Jade comes back with a package piledriver to put Madison away at 6:10.

Rating: D+. My goodness I’m sick of TNA just shuffling the same people
into slightly different stories against the same opponents over and over
again. This was watchable enough but there was no way Kong or here team
were losing after she became #1 contender this past Friday. The match was
fine enough but I’m tired of these same names over and over again.

Speaking of the same people being used in the same roles (albeit a bit
better this time), here’s Beer Money for a reunion celebration. James
talks about how much fun they love to have and how he’s back to make a
living for his family, but also to have fun. Roode says the thing that
split them up in the first place is the reason they’re back together. One
of them is from the country and one is from the city and they’re both
sorry for what they did.

Storm is sorry for all the times he kicked Roode in the face and all
those bar tabs he left Bobby to pay. Roode is sorry that he broke a beer
bottle over Storm’s head, which causes Storm to pour Roode’s beer into a



plastic cup. Bobby cuts it off and toasts the fans but says something is
missing. There’s not enough fighting going on here so here are Eric Young
and Bram to interrupt. Young rants about wanting to hurt Roode even more
and says he likes the way Bram thinks. Eric wants the King of the
Mountain Title back so Roode says let’s do it right here and right now.

King of the Mountain Title: Bobby Roode vs. Eric Young

Roode is defending and takes Young down with an armbar to start. There’s
a big stain from all of the beer before the break. Young quickly takes
him down and grabs a chinlock which only lasts a few seconds. A belly to
back suplex keeps the champ down but he blocks a middle rope…..something
by raising a boot. A t-bone suplex sends Young flying, only to have him
grab a belly to belly for two.

Roode slaps on a Sharpshooter (he’s Canadian you know), which he quickly
drops down into a Crossface. A spinebuster gets two for the champ but
Bram pulls the referee out. Storm spits beer in Bram’s eyes and the
Englishman is taken down with a double suplex. The distraction lets Eric
kick Roode low and piledrive him for the pin and the title at 7:42.

Rating: C-. Here’s ANOTHER feud that they did last year and are still
going with it because they don’t have anything new to work with. Instead
of Roode vs. Young, you could just as easily do Bram vs. Roode for
something fresh, but instead we need to do the feud with the lame history
that no one cares about. Yeah they were teammates together twelve years
ago. What does it say that neither of them seem to have moved on in the
last year?

Mr. Anderson is ready for his new talk show, entitled “Huh?”.

Ethan and Tyrus run into Michael Bennett and Maria in the back. The
newcomers congratulate him on the title win but aren’t pleased when Ethan
seems to blow them off. Bennett thinks the title looks good on Ethan’s
shoulders, for now.

We look back at the Bound For Glory main event and the fallout that lead
to the tournament, including Ethan getting the title back.



It’s time for the debut of Anderson’s talk show, complete with cheesy
piano music. The first guests are Matt Hardy and his family, minus Jeff
that is. For some reason Matt isn’t allowed to sit on the couch next to
his wife and son because he gets to sit in a folding chair. Anderson gets
right to the point by saying Matt choked last week.

Of course this doesn’t sit well with Matt as he brings up winning at
Bound For Glory. He thought he had Ethan last week but Anderson calls him
out for making excuses. We move on to Jeff, who Anderson thinks is doing
Matt’s dirty work for him. Matt gets to the point: he wants one more
match with Ethan and promises to win the title. That’s it for the Hardys
with Reby giving a glare back to Anderson as they leave. So we sat
through another segment to set up match #4 between Matt and Ethan. As in
ANOTHER idea we’ve covered before.

Drew Galloway is in the crowd for storytime. Drew makes a guarantee to
all of the fans here and at home: tonight will be an absolute spectacle
in celebration of one of the best of all time.

Young and Bram celebrate their win and promise to get rid of Beer Money
again.

Wolves/Tigre Uno vs. Jesse Godderz/Eli Drake/DJZ

Tigre and DJZ get things going with Uno grabbing a wristlock. Jesse and
Eli are too busy to tag in as Pope complains about all of the confetti
from Tigre’s entrance. The Wolves start double teaming Eli and throw
Tigre into him to make it even worse. We settle down to Eddie vs. Jesse
with Godderz taking over off a nice dropkick.

Off to Drake for a nice powerslam but Eddie hurricanranas both of them
down and makes the hot tag to Davey. Everything breaks down Jesse
clotheslines DJZ by mistake. The powerbomb into a backstabber is broken
up and Jesse puts Eddie in the Adonis Lock, only to have DJZ break it up
as payback on Godderz. Davey kicks Jesse in the head, setting up a
brainbuster for the pin at 6:44.

Rating: C. This was the first really original thing all night (assuming
you don’t count the Wolves fighting Jesse/Eli on Friday) and the match



was also the least annoying thing to sit through so far. I’m assuming
this turns DJZ face, which makes me wonder who in the world is left to
challenge Tigre for the title. I’m sure TNA has a plan for that totally
important title though right?

Jeff tells Matt to go for the title again.

Here’s Ethan (again) to ask Matt what he’s got to offer. This brings out
Matt (again), who talks about Ethan getting his spot because of his last
name. Matt knows he can’t offer any materialistic possessions, so he’s
willing to put his career on the line. Ethan agrees, as long as it can be
last man standing. The deal is made.

Drew Galloway vs. Kurt Angle

Feeling out process to start until Kurt suddenly throws it into high gear
with an overhead belly to belly. We’re in an early chinlock for a bit
before a double clothesline takes us to a break. Back with Drew hammering
away in the corner, only to miss the Claymore and walk into the rolling
German suplexes.

The Angle slam gets two so it’s off to the ankle. It’s only the first
ankle lock though so Drew is quickly out and hitting the Futureshock for
two. Off to another ankle lock but Drew rolls him out to the floor.
Another suplex gets another two but the Claymore connects out of nowhere
for Drew’s second near fall. There’s another Claymore for another two
because main events mean you trade finishers for ten minutes.

Drew takes him to the top but gets punched into the Tree of Woe, only to
have Drew sit up into a superplex. Galloway wins a quick slugout but
misses a charge into the post, setting up the second Angle slam for two.
With nothing else working, Kurt takes him to the top for the super Angle
slam and the pin at 15:10.

Rating: B. It was good but I see little reason why Angle needs to win
most of the matches on his retirement tour, which really seems to be
where we’re going with this thing. If Drew is supposed to be the future
(which he isn’t as he needs to gain another ten years or so), then maybe
you shouldn’t have him lose here. I get why they did, but it’s not the



smartest idea in the world.

Overall Rating: D. I really don’t remember the last time an episode of
Impact got on my nerves this badly. We sat through three months of taped
shows to get us to the “live” debut on Pop, all of which was time that
TNA could come up with something fresh. Their ideas once we get to the
new year: Dollhouse vs. Beautiful People again, Hardy vs. Carter again,
Young vs. Roode again and a Beer Money reunion. What was TNA’s creative
doing during all that time? It certainly wasn’t coming up with something
fresh and interesting.

Looking at what we got tonight, I never want to see a Hardy again. It
felt like Matt Hardy was in every single segment and now we get ANOTHER
Carter vs. Hardy match because the first three weren’t clear enough. My
guess is they finally put the title on Matt, likely with shenanigans,
because that makes up for all of the previous losses in wrestling logic.

That goes back to the main problem here: we’ve seen so much of this stuff
before. It felt like TNA just took whatever ideas they’ve had in the last
year and threw them out there again because they worked so well the first
time. This show wasn’t a horrible quality, but it was a horrible effort.
With the state that TNA is in at the moment, that’s the worst possible
thing they could have. I’m sure TNA fans will love it because they love
whatever TNA throws at them and seem to love seeing the same ideas over
and over again, but this was a really, really tough sit.

Results

Jeff Hardy b. Shynron – Twist of Fate

Dollhouse b. Beautiful People – Package piledriver to Rayne

Eric Young b. Bobby Roode – Piledriver

Tigre Uno/Wolves b. Eli Drake/Jesse Godderz/DJZ – Brainbuster to Godderz

Kurt Angle b. Drew Galloway – Super Angle slam

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new



book of the History of Wrestlemania at Amazon for just $3.99
at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0188BJRGU

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact Wrestling – January 5,
2016: After All This Time
Impact  Wrestling
Date: January 5, 2016
Location: Sands Bethlehem Events Center, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Josh Matthews, D’Angelo Dinero

This is a new beginning for TNA as they’re making their debut on Pop TV
and crowning a new World Champion to wrap up their three month long
tournament. This is in addition to all of their new stories and
potentially new talents debuting. In other words, this is their restart
point after all that time off. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of the tournament in case you haven’t heard about it
in the last three months.

The new opening sequence has a slower instrumental theme by Billy Corgan.
I’m not wild on it as it’s not really doing much to fire me up.

There’s a new entrance with a big screen and an entrance in the middle.
It’s very similar to Raw if you lowered the video screen.
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Dixie Carter is in the ring with the World Title to open things up. She
talks about being on Pop because of several reasons, though she leaves
out the fact that they didn’t have many other options. This leads to a
discussion of the final four but here are Ethan and Titus to interrupt.
Ethan thinks this is a new beginning so we should have a Carter family
reunion and an official airing of the grievances.

Ethan goes on a rant about how Dixie can’t handle his success but Dixie
cuts him off to say that Ethan needs to take a long look in the mirror.
Back at Bound For Glory, Matt Hardy beat him to win the title and now
Ethan is using lawyers to rob Matt of his title. This brings out Matt to
mock Ethan’s whining but Eric Young runs in to jump him from behind.
Lashley comes out for the save but has to deal with Tyrus. They all fight
to the floor and it’s Matt diving off the top to take down Carter, Tyrus
and Lashley as we go to a break.

We’re about thirteen minutes into the show and I’m really not feeling
this show so far. It’s not bad but it feels like almost every wrestling
show I’ve seen in a long time: talking leading to brawling to the end of
the first segment. None of these four guys are doing anything for me as
champion either and that’s not a good thing.

During the break, Young attacked Matt with a chair and tried to piledrive
him on a chair until security stopped him.

TNA World Title Tournament Semi-Finals: Eric Young vs. Lashley

Lashley lost to Carter back in the group stage. Carter hides at ringside
to start before getting inside, only to be run over by a hard shoulder.
Back in and Carter stops a charge with two boots in the corner and Tyrus
adds a slam on the floor to earn his paycheck. Ethan slaps on a chinlock
as the fans argue over whether or not he can wrestle.

Carter mixes it up with a standing guillotine choke until Lashley
suplexes him down with pure power. A TKO drops Lashley for two but he
powers out of the 1%er and grabs a powerslam. Tyrus breaks up the spear
but Lashley powers Carter onto his shoulder, only to have to deck Tyrus
again. The spear misses and Carter grabs a rollup for the pin to advance
at 9:28.



Rating: C+. Much like this show as a whole so far, this was just kind of
there. I’ve seen better and I’ve seen worse, but it’s nothing I’m really
going to remember after tonight. Well at least not until TNA shows us
five recap videos of it a week for the next two months. It’s a fine
enough match, but Lashley keeps looking like a choker in these big
matches.

Bobby Roode misquotes Kid Rock by saying it’s not cocky if you can back
it up (the line is “it’s not bragging if you do it and you back it up”).
Tonight there’s a challenge to anyone in any promotion to face him for
the King of the Mountain Title.

Here’s Kurt Angle with something to say. He thanks the fans for always
having his back throughout his career and all of his accomplishments.
Angle talks about what a thrill it is to come out here every single week
but now it’s time for him to step aside. After listing off some of the
great opponents he’s fought over the years, Angle says his farewell tour
needs to have some top talent involved. There is so much talent right
behind the screen with guys like Davey Richards and Eddie Edwards, plus
his handpicked opponent for next week: Drew Galloway.

Drew comes out to say what an honor this is and how the wrestling fan
inside him is freaking out right now. However, here’s Jesse Godderz of
all people to interrupt. Jesse brags about his success on Big Brother and
how appropriate it is for him to be the star on this new network. Cue Eli
Drake to talk about how the fossil in the ring needs to leave wrestling
alone. Angle was talking about the Wolves but Drake could team up with
anyone, even Jesse, and beat them. Angle considers this a challenge and
asks for a fight, resulting in the heels quickly being cleared out.

Jeff Hardy promises that Matt will win the title tonight.

Eric Young comes out and says Matt won’t be fighting tonight. Cue a
limping Matt for their match.

TNA World Title Tournament Semi-Finals: Matt Hardy vs. Eric Young

Young goes after him on the ramp and is almost immediately backdropped
before the opening bell. They get inside and Matt decks him in the jaw a



few times. The limp is fine enough that Matt can run the ropes but an
early Twist of Fate attempt is easily broken up. Eric takes it back to
the floor and pulls back the floor mats. That goes nowhere so Eric throws
him back inside and it’s time for a slugout.

A bulldog and Twist of Fate get two each for Matt before they spill back
to the floor. Young actually pulls off the piledriver on the exposed
concrete and Matt is done. Cue Jeff to check on his brother but Eric
baseball slides him down. Despite being dropped on his head on concrete,
Matt is still able to catch Eric diving off the top in a cutter (called a
Twist of Fate) for the pin at 8:05.

Rating: C. Same reaction as the first match: it’s ok and that’s about it.
I don’t think there was any surprise that Matt was winning here, though
that doesn’t make Ethan vs. Matt for the title all over again mean any
less. Of course there’s always the chance that there could be a swerve,
but at least it might be more entertaining than the two just ok matches
we’ve seen so far.

Someone whose face we can’t see is walking through the back.

Back from a break, Ethan accuses Jeff of keeping Matt in his shadow. Jeff
says no way and promises that Matt wins tonight.

King of the Mountain Title: Bobby Roode vs. ???

Roode is defending against…..Bram. It’s a brawl to start and they’re
quickly on the ramp with Roode running him over with a clothesline to the
back of the head. Bram gets sent hard into the barricade as this is one
sided so far. The Roode Bomb and Blockbuster both miss and Bram gets two
off a spinwheel kick. Not that it matters as the Roode Bomb retains the
title at 4:45.

Rating: D. This was nothing more than a way to add another title match to
a card. The name of the title really isn’t working for me but at least
they’re giving Roode something to do. Bram continues to be the same guy
which isn’t the most interesting thing in the world. Not the worst match
ever here but it didn’t have time to go anywhere.



Post match James Storm’s music starts up before Eric Young runs in to
attack Roode. Bram and Young beat him down but here’s James Storm (shock
and awe) to clean house. Storm says he’s been asked why he left Impact
Wrestling a few months back. Once he left he realized that he didn’t like
who he was becoming because that’s not him.

Then he traveled the world (or at least other parts of Florida) and
started flipping through the channels when he saw himself winning the
Biggest Disappointment Award. That’s not how he rolls because people like
him made this company. That brings him to Roode, who he’s drank a lot of
beer with and made a lot of money with. Now it’s time to have a little
fun so Storm offers him a beer. Roode: “Money.”

Given that this show is taped and not airing live, the fact that a
production error like that aired is inexcusable. Like really, find
someone to cut that thing out and make this look professional.

The Beautiful People are ready for the Doghouse because they’re the
originals.

Beer Money issues a challenge to Bram and Eric Young for this Friday’s
live One Night Only pay per view.

Dollhouse vs. Beautiful People

Taryn is out of the company so it’s Marti Bell/Jade/Rebel vs. Velvet
Sky/Madison Rayne and a mystery partner due to Angelina Love being
pregnant. Now since this is TNA, I’d bet on the partner being Gail Kim.
The mystery partner is…..oh of course it’s Gail Kim. Jade and Gail get
things going with Kim taking over, meaning it’s off to Velvet vs. Marti.

Velvet starts cleaning house and it’s Madison coming in off a blind tag
for a dropkick. Rebel comes in as well and drops Gail with a faceplant
before holding Madison in place for a dropkick from Jade. Everything
breaks down and we get the parade of finishers, capped off by Jade
kicking Gail in the head for two. Since this is TNA though, a quick
bodyscissors into a rollup gives Gail the pin at 4:14.

Rating: D+. The girls looked good but there’s nothing here we haven’t



seen before. I had Gail Kim written down before her entrance because this
division is the same group of women doing almost the same story every
single time because it’s all they know how to do. If I had to guess, Kong
is next.

Post match the Beautiful People and Gail get beaten down until Kong comes
out to make it even worse. Apparently Kong is now the new leader of the
Dollhouse. Riveting.

It’s time for the debut of the Miracle. This brings out Maria Kanellis,
fresh over from Ring of Honor. Maria talks about how everyone has false
hope of getting a promotion or losing that seventy five pounds. Or maybe
they keep hoping that someone will come along and save professional
wrestling. Tonight, that miracle is coming true and its name is Mike
Bennett.

Cue Bennett in a suit and Bray Wyatt style hat to declare himself our new
hero. Pro wrestling needs a miracle because it used to be fun and
exciting. When Mike was a kid, wrestling was mainstream but now it’s full
of a bunch of wannabes who call themselves pro wrestlers. Later tonight,
the washed up Matt Hardy is facing Ethan Carter III for the World Title
but that’s not the miracle that wrestling needs. The miracle will be when
Mike Bennett wins the World Title and the commentators are all asking if
we believe in miracles. Good debut here, but as usual Maria outshines her
husband.

Matt Hardy tells his wife and son that this is all for them.

The Wolves challenge Kurt Angle and Drew Galloway for Friday. Eli Drake
and Jesse Godderz come in so they’ll make it a three way.

TNA World Title: Matt Hardy vs. Ethan Carter III

The title is vacant coming in. Jeff and Tyrus agree to leave them alone,
the latter of which isn’t cool with Ethan. It’s a brawl to start with
Matt taking over on the floor to start and throwing Carter over the
announcers’ table. Back in and neither finisher can hit but Carter gets
two off a dropkick. A running neckbreaker sends Matt out to the apron and
Ethan kicks him head first into the post for good measure.



Matt comes right back with a Side Effect for two though because his head
will not die. Two more Side Effects get two more near fall but Ethan
comes back with some TKO’s. A third TKO is countered into the Twist of
Fate for two and the 1%er gets the same. There’s almost nothing between
these big moves. Another Twist gets another two so Matt tries a super
Twist of Fate, only to be countered into a super 1%er to give Carter the
title back at 10:20.

Rating: C+. After three months, thirty two participants and a ton of
hype, the final match isn’t even eleven minutes long. It’s not a bad
match or anything and they were doing well with the drama, but after all
the time and effort they put into this thing, there’s really no way you
can have a ten minute match for the big blowoff. Way too short for what
it needed to be here.

Ethan poses as Matt’s wife is more upset than her husband.

Overall Rating: D+. Well that happened. This was a totally middle of the
road show with very little interesting. We’re right back where we were
before Bound For Glory with Carter as champion and no one interesting to
fight him. Are we supposed to care about Tyrus getting a shot? If that’s
their big story, they’re in a lot more trouble than they thought. The
show certainly wasn’t bad or anything but for their big premiere after
all that time off, I was expecting WAY more than what we got here.

Results

Ethan Carter III b. Lashley – Rollup

Matt Hardy b. Eric Young – Twist of Fate

Bobby Roode b. Bram – Roode Bomb

Beautiful People/Gail Kim b. Dollhouse – Rollup to Jade

Ethan Carter III b. Matt Hardy – Super 1%er

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of the History of Wrestlemania at Amazon for just $3.99
at:



http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0188BJRGU

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact Wrestling – September
30, 2015: Only TNA
Impact  Wrestling
Date: September 30, 2015
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Josh Matthews, D’Angelo Dinero

It’s the go home show for Bound For Glory and the big question is what
does Dixie Carter have in store for her nephew Ethan at the show. Last
week’s show ended with a teaser of a special guest referee for Sunday’s
title match, even though it should be pretty easy to figure out where
they’re going with the story. Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of Galloway winning the title shot last week.

Here are Ethan and Tyrus to open the show. Ethan doesn’t get why no one
is talking about him four days before the biggest show of the year.
Everyone is talking about Drew Galloway when he hasn’t even won anything
yet. Even Dixie Carter is talking about Drew and the champ wants her out
here right now to explain herself.

Dixie gets right in his face and talks about how Drew stood up for TNA
after Ethan wanted nothing to do with the war against the company their
family owns. Ethan says he’s sleeping fine at night as the World
Heavyweight Champion. This Sunday, Drew isn’t going to beat him because
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Drew can’t do it. Cue Galloway to tell Ethan to shut his bloody mouth. No
one likes Ethan because he turned his back on the company.

Drew says this is his company in the first place and the belt makes him
the best in the world. Ethan better hope that Drew never stops talking
because the only thing he does better than talk is fight. The champ says
this Sunday, Drew isn’t going to stand up because he better stand down.
Drew isn’t coming to Sunday to be the savior, but he is coming to be the
champ. This was good stuff and as well done of a thrown together build as
they could have had.

James Storm blames Mahabali Sheera for the downfall of the Revolution.

Ethan tells Dixie that he’ll take out the future on Sunday.

Recap of Sheera rebelling against the Revolution, which started falling
apart as a result.

James Storm vs. Mahabali Sheera

No DQ. Sheera starts the brawl in the aisle but Storm hits him low to
take over. Storm’s cross body is caught in a fall away slam but James
grabs a Backstabber. Two chairs are set up in the middle of the ring and
Storm slams Sheera “through” them for two. Now it’s table time but Storm
spits beer in the referee’s eyes.

The worst spear I’ve ever seen (like worse than Christian’s) gets no
cover and Storm is able to get in a cowbell shot to the head. Eye of the
Storm through the table gets two so Storm breaks a beer bottle. Cue Manik
and Abyss for a Black Hole Slam and frog splash, setting up the Sky High
to give Mahabali the pin at 7:30.

Rating: C-. If you believe the reports, this is supposed to be the big
star at the India tapings. I’m not wild on Sheera either way but this
wasn’t much of a match. Then again, that’s almost always the case with
TNA’s gimmick matches as they’re so overused that it’s hard to get into
one over the other. Storm is gone from the company now and if they’ve
ever wasted a potential star like they did with him, I can’t come up with
the name.



Here’s Bobby Roode with something to say. Roode is proud to be King of
the Mountain Champion and is ready to defend the title with respect.
There’s going to be an open challenge on Sunday and here’s Lashley to
interrupt. Lashley came here to face the best competition in the world
and to collect titles. They’ve had some great matches all year so why not
one more time on Sunday for the King of the Mountain Title. Roode
accepts. They also respect each other a lot because that’s required in
TNA.

Taryn tells the Dollhouse to destroy the Beautiful People once and for
all tonight.

DJZ vs. Tommaso Ciampa vs. Trevor Lee

Lee and Brian Myers will be getting their rematch for the Tag Team Titles
on Sunday. Ciampa starts fast by suplexing DJZ onto the apron but Lee
hits a nice flip dive to take Ciampa down. DJZ comes back in with a
middle rope elbow and a double tornado DDT. Lee German suplexes Ciampa
for two but he comes back with Project Ciampa (powerbomb into a
backstabber) for two on Trevor. The break up sends Ciampa to the floor
though and Lee’s flipping cross body into a powerslam is good for the pin
at 4:16.

Rating: C. So let me make sure I’ve got this straight. Lee, who is about
to fight for the Tag Team Titles, wins an individual match by pinning
someone going into a multi-man match for a singles title while Ciampa, a
guy who isn’t even a full time wrestler here, was RIGHT THERE for the
fall. Only in TNA.

The Beautiful People are ready for the Dollhouse, even though Angelina
has a busted shoulder (read as she’s pregnant). Velvet wants Taryn at
ringside because just like her, it’s going to be ugly.

Brooke talks about what it means to be a Knockout. She wants the title
back.

Ethan isn’t worried about whatever Dixie has planned for him.

Dollhouse vs. Beautiful People



Marti/Rebel/Jade vs. Madison/Velvet here. Velvet’s “Let’s Cuddle and
Watch Star Wars” shirt is about as awesome as you can get. It’s a brawl
to start with Madison sending Marti into the corner. Off to Jade for some
kicks to the ribs as Pope refuses to predict a winner between Kong and
Kim, citing disrespect. Madison sends Jade into the corner and makes the
tag off to Sky.

More kicks have Jade in trouble so she brings in Rebel (in pink gloves)
for even more kicks. A double clothesline puts both of them down and it’s
off to Madison vs. Marti with the Rayne Drop connecting for two.
Everything breaks down and Velvet avoids having her arm crushed. Rebel
throws powder in Madison’s eyes and Marti grabs a rollup for the pin at
6:20.

Rating: D. This really didn’t do it for me as they had a bunch of kicks
and then a brawl at the end. Also, I don’t know about you but I could see
two big factions facing off on pay per view as an interesting idea but
why do that when you can air it in a nothing match on TV instead? As
usual, only in TNA.

Eric Young wants to fight anyone.

Gail Kim is ready for Awesome Kong and doesn’t know what to expect when
they square off on Sunday.

Eric Young comes out to yell about Sgt. Chris Melendez having so many
people help him with that one win. Eric declares himself God. This brings
out Robbie E. of all people because he wants a fight. Robbie’s offense
doesn’t do much as a low blow puts him right back down.

This brings out Melendez for the real fight but Eric puts him down one
more time. Young goes for a chair but Chris takes it away and sends Young
running. Now it’s Mr. Anderson to block Young from escaping and ask him
about where God has been all his life. A bunch of people in the back want
to beat Young up but Anderson, Melendez and Robbie take their turns on
him instead.

Matt Hardy comes in to see Galloway and let him know that if they win
their tag match tonight, Sunday’s main event becomes a three way. Drew



loves the idea and says that’s why they’re here.

Young yells at Dixie about how unfair that was so Dixie gives him Kurt
Angle on Sunday.

Video on Sunday’s card.

Ethan Carter III/Tyrus vs. Matt Hardy/Drew Galloway

If Matt and Drew win, Matt is added to Sunday’s World Title match. Tyrus
kicks Drew in the ribs to start before it’s off to Drew vs. Matt. Hardy
has some more luck and gets in a few shots of his own but the Twist of
Fate is easily broken up. The villains take over with Tyrus slapping on a
chinlock before stepping on Matt’s ribs as we take a break. Back with
Matt making a comeback and tagging in Drew to clean house. A running boot
to the face is enough to put Tyrus away at 13:20, putting Matt in the
title match on Sunday.

Rating: D+. How in the world was this a thirteen minute match? It felt
like it ran about five minutes and I can’t remember a thing about it.
This really didn’t need to have a stipulation attached but we wouldn’t be
in TNA if they didn’t add something in for the sake of adding it in.
We’re not even done with that yet.

Dixie comes out and announces Jeff Hardy as the guest referee for
Sunday’s main event. Shocking indeed.

Overall Rating: C. This was WAY better than in previous weeks. Like,
staggeringly better in parts. They addressed the major matches on Sunday
and built them up well enough to make me a lot more interested in the
show than I was before. Above all else though, everything seemed like it
had a purpose. It wasn’t a bunch of filler disguised as a wrestling show
and that’s a very nice change of pace.

However, there is one major issue. TNA spent their entire go home show
building up Carter vs. Galloway but then they throw Matt Hardy in with
like two minutes to go. Not only is Matt not a logical move (he’s lost
his two title shots already) but it feels as shoehorned in as anything
I’ve seen in a very long time. I’m not a big fan of triple threats in the



first place and throwing in someone who doesn’t belong there makes it
even worse. I could go for a break from the Hardys as well as TNA really
needs to get away from these old acts. It’s not like their ratings are
amazing with Jeff on top or anything so why not try something new?

Results

Mahabali Sheera b. James Storm – Sky High

Trevor Lee b. DJZ and Tommaso Ciampa – Spinning powerslam to DJZ

Dollhouse b. Beautiful People – Rollup to Rayne

Matt Hardy/Drew Galloway b. Tyrus/Ethan Carter III – Big boot to Tyrus

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete 1997 Monday Night Raw Reviews at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/product/B015IN12I2

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact Wrestling – September
2, 2015: I Hated This Show
Impact  Wrestling
Date: September 2, 2015
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
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Commentators: Josh Matthews, D’Angelo Dinero

It’s full on war now as the Global Force roster attacked several TNA
wrestlers last week with Karen Jarrett revealing that she was behind the
attacks on Drew Galloway and Bully Ray in recent weeks. In addition to
the invasion, it’s almost time for Bound For Glory, which really hasn’t
been set up yet. Let’s get to it.

The Hardys and Ethan Carter III arrived earlier. Carter defends against
Matt Hardy tonight and if he retains, Jeff Hardy is Carter’s personal
assistant.

We recap Karen Jarrett being revealed as the evil mastermind last week.

The Jarretts lead the GFW roster to the ring. Jeff talks (again) about
returning on June 24 and being inducted into the Hall of Fame. He brags
about all the success the GFW/TNA show had but Karen cuts him off to
explain that she did everything for all the hard work her husband has put
in for GFW. Yes she set these wheels in motion and had Chris Adonis take
out Bully Ray. Jeff is building a new empire and no one in the back can
compete with these boys. Adonis issues an open challenge to anyone in the
back so here’s Lashley.

Lashley vs. Chris Mordetzky

Lashley throws him down to start and then drops Chris with a clothesline.
The Mordetzky Lock (full nelson) is quickly countered into a full nelson
slam but Mordetzky nails a Polish Hammer (double ax handle to the chest)
to take over. We hit the chinlock before they head outside with Lashley
being sent into the steps. Back in and a butterfly suplex seems to annoy
Lashley more than hurt him. A double clothesline puts both guys down and
it’s Lashley up first with a German suplex. The spear is countered into a
spinebuster but Lashley easily blocks the full nelson. Now the spear
connects but here’s GFW for the DQ at 8:57.

Rating: D+. Totally meh match here as this was nothing to see and just a
match to show that Mordetsky is part of GFW’s roster. I still have no
reason to care about a group of people who have been around for a month
and range from no one interesting to WWE rejects. Nothing to see here.



Lashley gets destroyed so here are the Wolves for a failed save. Jeff
says bring out the surprise so here she is with the Tag Team Title Feast
or Fired briefcase. She says Magnus gave it to her, which apparently you
can just do.

Tag Team Titles: Wolves vs. Brian Myers/Trevor Lee

Wait a minute because Earl Hebner won’t do it, earning him a right hand
from Jeff. Another referee is forced to ringside and the match is on.
Trevor dropkicks Edwards down for two as this is actually a regular match
for a change. Myers comes in for a slam of his own but the Wolves come
back with stereo submission holds, only to break them up to go after
Sonjay Dutt. Myers brings in a pipe but the distraction lets Lee blast
Davey with the briefcase for the pin and the titles at 2:35. There’s your
token title win to make this invasion IMPORTANT.

Bobby Roode only cares about winning the King of the Mountain Title
tonight.

Long recap of everything that just happened.

Ethan Carter III talks about his love of stories and how tonight, Matt’s
story of going for the World Title ends tonight.

King of the Mountain Title: PJ Black vs. Bobby Roode

Black is defending and Roode stops to brag about being a TNA original.
This is TNA’s house and Roode is bringing the title home. It’s a brawl on
the floor to start as Matthews mistakenly says Black won the title last
week. They get inside for some chops but Black blocks a suplex and sends
Roode outside for a suicide dive. A springboard clothesline drops Roode
and we take a break. Back with Roode winning a slugout and getting two
off a spinebuster.

The Roode Bomb is broken up and Gabriel gets two off a reverse DDT.
Black’s top rope Lionsault hits knees though and Roode slaps on the
Crossface, only to have Dutt come out for a distraction. It doesn’t work
this time though as Roode puts the Crossface back on. Drew Galloway takes
Dutt out and Black….is free because Roode let it go for no apparent



reason. Black’s springboard is countered into the Roode Bomb for the pin
and the title at 13:15.

Rating: C+. The match was fine but what does this title change mean? That
would be nothing, because the title has no important lineage and has been
thrown out there for some meaningless changes. It’s the old Russo idea
that you can get people to care because the title changes without the
idea of making people care about the title in the first place.

Post match GFW chases Roode off and Jeff rants about everything going on
here. Cue Dixie and OH DEAR GOD SHUT UP! They’re going back and forth
about stabbing each other in the back and all the mistakes each other has
made like ANYONE cares. Jeff brings up his ownership stake and Dixie
proposes a winner take all match. Jeff agrees and Drew Galloway comes out
to be on Dixie’s team. Drew wants to stand up for TNA and the Wolves and
Lashley come out to join him in Team TNA.

Dinero and Matthews talk about what just happened.

Here’s the returning Kenny King with a mic in hand. He’s been going
through an identity crisis in the last year but now he’s just here on his
own. Kenny doesn’t want to be the kind of guy who jumps someone from
behind and uses a numbers advantage to beat someone down. He issues an
open challenge to anyone from any roster to come fight him right now.

Bram vs. Kenny King

Bram goes right after King to start but Kenny takes him down with a nice
dive. He tries it once too often though and eats a clothesline to give
Bram control. King comes back with a running elbow in the corner,
followed by an enziguri to put Bram in the corner. Bram ducks another
dive though and the Brighter Side of Suffering gives Bram the pin at
3:37.

Rating: D+. So King comes back, turns face, and loses in less than four
minutes. That being said, this match was nothing to see but it calmed me
down a lot after the stupid hostile takeover stuff had me losing my mind.
This was something different than that one big story, though it was
stupid in its own way.



The Hardys say Matt will win the title. Has there been a more tacked on
feud than this in recent years?

Here’s Velvet Sky with something to say. She’s been keeping to herself
since she got back for a reason. The Knockouts division has been evolving
constantly and so has she. The Dollhouse is out of control and Taryn is
going to pay. Velvet tells Taryn to come out here but she comes up on
screen to say how sick she is of being compared to Velvet as the hot
blonde in TNA.

Taryn has been in movies and on TV but Velvet looks like a Hot Topic
reject. This is Taryn’s house and now she has to play with Taryn’s dolls.
Cue the Dollhouse, who quickly beats Tarn down. Angelina Love and Madison
Rayne come out and yes, the Beautiful People are back.

Video on Matt Hardy vs. Ethan Carter III in Full Metal Mayhem, which of
course set up tonight’s regular match.

Dixie gives Team TNA their pep talk. It’s Lethal Lockdown in two weeks
for full control.

TNA World Title: Matt Hardy vs. Ethan Carter III

Ethan is defending and if Matt loses, Jeff Hardy is Ethan’s personal
assistant. Josh: “EC3 and Matt Hardy have been rivals for quite some
time.” No Josh, they haven’t been. Feeling out process to start until
Matt hits a running Diamond Cutter (called a neckbreaker) for two. A big
clothesline puts the champion on the floor and it’s off to a break. Back
with Carter missing a middle rope elbow but putting on a sleeper.

Matt fights up and nails some clotheslines, followed by the Side Effect.
The referee gets bumped off the Twist of Fate attempt though and there’s
no one to count. A belt shot to Matt’s head gets two because Matt WILL
NOT DIE, which seems to be code for WILL NOT STOP DRAGGING OUT OBVIOUS
ENDINGS. Jeff gets in a cheap shot on Carter to give Matt two but they
ram heads and Carter falls on top for two. Tyrus grabs Matt’s leg and
gets chaired by Jeff, only to have Ethan hit a TKO on Matt for two more.
The referee gets distracted again and a low blow and sunset flip retain
Carter’s title at 13:17.



Rating: C. Wow you know what that wasn’t? Epic. You know why it wasn’t?
Because they did the big gimmick match three weeks ago and this company
is too stupid to figure out that they shouldn’t do things in that order.
The match was fine but I have no reason to care about Matt Hardy as a
lame duck challenger before we get to the Bound For Glory and whatever
they have planned there.

Jeff now has to work for Carter and is forced to raise the champ’s hand
to end the show.

Overall Rating: F. I’ve sat through a lot from TNA over the years. I
survived Immortal, THEY, all of Russo’s nonsense and Dixieland. Tonight,
for the first time, I got mad at them over how bad things got. This
invasion is one of the worst written, lamest attempts at doing something
that I’ve ever seen. Case in point: if the blowoff is in two weeks, the
whole story lasted five shows. Even the WWF InVasion, one of the most
botched stories ever, ran several months before the big ending.

Instead, TNA has decided that we care about the power struggle (because
they’re too stupid to run ANYTHING BUT A POWER STRUGGLE) between Jeff and
Dixie, leaving Ethan Carter III, a guy who could have been a much bigger
deal for them, fighting the Hardys in a midcard feud. We’re a month away
from Bound For Glory and their big story is going to be blown off on TV
two weeks beforehand.

If TNA is going down, and I’m sure they won’t because these morons
somehow back their way into deal after deal to keep this mess going
another six months, they’re going out as only they can: with no idea of
how to run a good show, bad storytelling, stupid decisions, and the wrong
people on top because those people think the fans care about them. This
was a disaster and I absolutely hated it.

Results

Lashley b. Chris Mordetzky via DQ when the GFW roster interfered

Brian Myers/Trevor Lee b. Wolves – Lee pinned Richards after a briefcase
to the head



Bobby Roode b. PJ Black – Roode Bomb

Bram b. Kenny King – Brighter Side of Suffering

Ethan Carter III b. Matt Hardy – Sunset flip

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact Wrestling – July 15,
2015: The Champ Has A Point
Impact  Wrestling
Date: July 15, 2015
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: D’Angelo Dinero, Josh Matthews

There isn’t much to go off from last week, but the big story is the
reveal of the new authority figure, hand picked by Dixie Carter to keep
her nephew and World Champion Ethan Carter III in line from letting all
the power going to his head. Something tells me this won’t be the most
thrilling announcement (because there isn’t a thrilling announcement out
there) but maybe it’s better than I’m expecting. Let’s get to it.

The opening recap focuses on Ethan defending his title three times last
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week, followed by Dixie coming out and saying she doesn’t want the power
to go to his head like it went to hers, because the segment was all about
Dixie.

Dixie is in the ring to start things off with the roster on the outside.
At least I don’t have to hear that stupid song all the way through again.
She takes responsibility for the actions that led to her being put
through a table last year and she’s sorry for what happened. It was a
good thing when she went through a table and broke her back because it
gave her a new perspective.

Dixie appreciates what the people in the ring go through and she’s sorry
for everything she’s done. It’s time for a new chapter in TNA and she
needs them to be a team. This feels more and more like a speech when
there’s bad news than a promo. Ethan and Tyrus come out to protest but
Dixie introduces Bully Ray as the new authority figure. Yeah that guy who
tried to put your company out of business and the man who screwed you
over at Lockdown a year and a half ago is a GREAT pick for your new boss.
That’s of course forgetting the whole driving her through a table and
breaking her back part.

Ray shakes everyone’s hand and starts talking about getting a call from
Dixie, where she apologized for everything and said she wanted to do it
right. Bully says he understood what she said and believed it, so today
he’s back in front of real wrestling fans and the best wrestlers in the
world. However, he’s back for the people around the ring, who he wants up
on the apron right now.

Every single one of them is here to make this the best show around, no
matter what Dixie has done to them. So that brings Bully to a decision,
but it’s going to be the fans making the decision. The fans agree, so Ray
thinks we should have a battle royal for the #1 contendership, which
starts now.

So yeah, this was all about Dixie. I have no idea why I would want to
care about her big redemption story, but this boils down to one thing:
Dixie doesn’t seem to be a regular character again and that’s a good
thing. Ignoring the lack of logic or proper storytelling and another heel



champion vs. face authority figure story, and you have something good
coming out of this. The promos were acceptable enough, but this isn’t
going to set the world on fire, which is so often the case in TNA.

Battle Royal

Abyss, Austin Aries, Bram, Chris Melendez, Crazzy Steve, Drew Galloway,
Eric Young, Hernandez, James Storm, Jesse Godderz, Kenny King, Khoya,
Magnus, Mandrews, Manik, Mica, MVP, Norv Fernum, Robbie E., Shark Boy

This is joined in progress after the break and the winner gets a World
Title shot tonight. Storm hides on the apron as Fernum is eliminated.
Steve is put out as well with Mandrews quickly following him to the
floor. There goes Shark Boy with Manik following. There isn’t much to
talk about here, just like in most battle royals.

Magnus clotheslines Abyss out to almost no reaction, meaning Josh can
plug the season finale of Barbecue Pit Masters. Melendez is out as the
ring is clearing out a bit. Storm and Magnus are put out as we take a
break. The lack of caring about two former World Champions being
eliminated is striking.

We take a break and come back with only MVP, Galloway and Young
remaining, meaning about twelve people were eliminated during the break.
Drew gets double teamed for a bit until Young gets smart by eliminating
MVP from behind. Eric loads up the piledriver but Drew reverses and kicks
him in the chest for the win at 11:00. Josh: “Is Drew Galloway just one
win away from being World Heavyweight Champion?” Well that’s how being #1
contender normally works.

Rating: F. Over half of the eliminations were during the break, which is
almost guaranteed to be due to the Hernandez issue. The match was another
boring battle royal anyway with very little of interest, but a lot of
that was due to the people being thrown out off camera. Galloway winning
is interesting though and should make him a main event guy, but instead
it’s likely going to be a one off match on a one off show because TNA has
made their new star for now with Carter.

Sting Hall of Fame video. This year’s inductee is announced next week.



Mr. Anderson talks about being 39 and not needing to risk an injury at
the hands of someone like Bram, who doesn’t even care about his own well
being. Anderson knows he can get to the dark places Bram likes to stay,
but he doesn’t know if he wants to. This was more emotion than Anderson
has shown in a long time and I liked it.

A depressed Rockstar Spud comes up to Bully in the back and isn’t sure
what to do now. Ray asks him if he’s depressed about losing to Kurt
Angle. Ray: “WE’VE ALL LOST TO KURT ANGLE!” Spud gets an X-Division Title
shot in five minutes and Ray gets an unwanted hug.

Kurt Angle Hall of Fame video.

Eli Drake congratulates Drew on winning the battle royal. And of course
Drake would never stab him in the back and cost him the shot right?

Before the X-Division Title match, here are some comments from Donald
Trump on Mexicans, which Tigre Uno will respond to next week.

X-Division Title: Tigre Uno vs. DJZ vs. Rockstar Spud vs. Grado

Tigre is defending in yet another multi-man title match. I can barely
remember the last one on one title shot for the belt. Grado uses the
power of fat to control early on, prompting him to try to start a BELLY
chant. No one can lift Grado either but he finally misses a backsplash so
everyone can dropkick him down. That goes nowhere as Grado gets back up
and hooks a neckbreaker for two on the champ. This isn’t the most
interesting match in the world so far and it’s showing badly.

Grado and Spud take turns punching DJZ in the head but Grado keeps
spending too much time winding up before finally elbowing him down. The
two of them start fighting until Tigre springboards in with a dropkick,
followed by one of the worst misses I’ve ever seen as Tigre’s Phoenix
splash barely grazes Grado’s leg (he held his knee) but still gets the
pin to retain at 4:05.

Rating: D. So let’s see: Grado is a fat guy who isn’t all that fat and
does at least have charisma, has a gimmick that no one can slam him but
he has a cult following. That leaves DJZ and Spud who are just kind of



there, plus Tigre who had a horribly missed splash to end this wreck. No
story, no real characters and no real reason for this to be happening.
Well done TNA: you’ve killed what made people care about you.

Taryn promises to beat Brooke tonight as only the Dollhouse can.

Knockouts Title: Taryn Terrell vs. Brooke

Taryn is defending and chokes in the corner to start as Dinero thinks
Terrell is the better Knockout because of her attire, despite it pretty
much being the same as Brooke’s. Brooke comes back with a forearm but the
Dollhouse pulls her to the floor for a beating. Another comeback is
stopped with an elbow in the jaw, followed by another Dollhouse
distraction to keep the champ in control.

A high cross body gets a pair of twos on Brooke. Taryn misses what looked
to be a middle rope dropkick, allowing Brooke to make her third comeback
in about six minutes. Some forearms connect but the Dollhouse interferes
AGAIN to stop another comeback. There go the lights and here’s Gail Kim
to run interference, allowing Brooke to hit a horribly botched Butterface
Maker for the pin and the title at 7:35.

Rating: D-. After hearing Josh talk about the longest reign ever and all
that jazz, it’s the female Billy Gunn getting the title? Brooke is one of
the worst possible options for the title, but it’s becoming clearer and
clearer that the division needs some fresh blood. Why is that always the
case and why is it always the same batch fighting over the title?

Kurt Angle has given Bully Ray a great idea.

Here’s Angle to praise Ethan Carter III for being as talented as he is.
Angle has no problem with the loss, but he has a problem with the way he
lost the rematch. That’s why Angle went to Bully Ray with an idea: the
rematch never took place, meaning there’s another rematch. However,
that’s not going to be anytime soon because Angle has a tumor in his neck
and is going to be out for a while.

Angle is ready to go but here’s Eric Young to interrupt. Young takes
credit for the neck injury because of all the piledrivers over the last



few weeks. Eric wants to be the one to put Angle out and goes all angry
with some punches to trigger a brawl. Chris Melendez makes the save to
break up a piledriver on the floor, only to take it himself instead. Josh
is AGHAST that a Canadian doesn’t care about an American war hero.

Team 3D Hall of Fame video.

Due to Hernandez having to be edited out, here’s TNA’s replacement, from
Slammiversary 2015. The clipped version airs here but this is the full
review.

James Storm vs. Magnus

Unsanctioned so anything goes. They slug it out at ringside to start
before heading into the crowd with Magnus taking over. Storm slams him
through a table of food and grabs a beer bottle but stops to spit on the
announcers, allowing Magnus to come back with right hands. They get back
inside with a table being set up but Storm hits him low.

Magnus doesn’t seem to mind as he catapults Storm’s face into the bottom
of the table for a unique spot. It’s off to the back of the arena again
as a production guy repeatedly tells them that there’s high voltage back
there. Magnus is thrown into a box and the video screen goes to a test
pattern. That goes nowhere so they head back to the ring with the Eye of
the Storm being countered into a powerbomb through the table for two.

Storm comes back with an Orton hanging DDT but stops to set up another
table on the floor. Instead of putting Magnus through the table though,
Storm yells at Earl Hebner, allowing Magnus to make a comeback. Magnus
misses a top rope elbow through the table and crashes onto the concrete.
That’s only good for two of course so Storm pulls out some powder.

Magnus comes back for like the tenth time but the powder goes into Earl’s
eyes, meaning there’s no count off the Spine Shaker. Instead the Last
Call gets two so it’s cowbell time, but Magnus hits another Spine Shaker
for two. END THIS ALREADY! Now the cowbell connects and another Last Call
gets another two.

Storm sets up two chairs with a piece of barricade bridged between.



Magnus superplexes him through the barricade and, say it with me, it gets
two. Both guys get bottles and connect at the same time with Storm
falling on top for the pin (despite Magnus being on the barricade and
therefore his shoulders not being on the mat) at 16:38.

Rating: C+. The match was trying but they went WAY too far and long out
there as it was almost a copy of the Rusev vs. Cena match at Payback.
Yeah they beat each other up a lot but I lost interest about halfway
through. This felt like it was about four matches packed into one, but at
least it was a fun brawl. The start was pretty lame though as they were
just kind of walking around and trying to figure out what to do.

We see Storm’s promo on Magnus from after Slammiversary where Storm said
he could find a woman to stand beside him against Mickie and Magnus.

Storm says there’s always room for one more in the Revolution. The
partner will be someone very, very close to Mickie. Whoever it is calls
Storm and he walks off to talk to her.

Carter and Tyrus come to see Ray (Ray: “I’ve got to get a door.”) because
Ethan fought three times last week. Therefore, shouldn’t we postpone the
match with Galloway for another week? Ray loves the input but shoots it
down in less than a second. Carter needs to start acting like a champion.

TNA World Title: Ethan Carter III vs. Drew Galloway

Carter is defending of course. Feeling out process to start with Drew
hitting a shoulder for little advantage. Some chops have Carter in a bit
more trouble and chops against the barricade make it even worse. Cue the
Tyrus interference though, drawing out Eli Drake (still on crutches) to
even things up as we take a break.

Back with the champ in control and slapping on a chinlock. Carter’s chest
is blood red from those chops. Drew fights up so Ethan grabs a front
facelock but trips Drew’s leg for something like a reverse DDT. Not the
most effective looking move in the world but at least it was different. A
slap to the face just fires Drew up though and a top rope clothesline
gets two. There’s a powerslam for the same with Drake cutting Tyrus off
from making the save.



White Noise gets two more but this time Tyrus is able to get Carter onto
the ropes. Back up and Galloway no sells some chops, only to have his
elbow hit the referee in the face. Carter hits him low but here’s Drake
to turn on Galloway anyway. Totally shocking swerve of course. Drake
leaves and the 1%er retains the title at 14:20.

Rating: D+. Not bad but it’s clear that Carter can only do so much in the
ring. That being said, it fits his character perfectly as he’s getting
close to channeling the Honky Tonk Man mantra of “sometimes it’s better
to be lucky than good.” The match wasn’t horrible but as Carter said
earlier: if this is supposed to be a big match, shouldn’t there be more
than about an hour and a half to build it up?

Overall Rating: D. This was one of their weaker episodes in a long time.
Between the two horribly botched endings and the Slammiversary match
eating up a lot of time, there really wasn’t anything to see here. Drew
vs. Ethan could have been something interesting but instead it’s a one
off match on a nothing show to set up Galloway vs. Drake, which should at
least be entertaining. This really didn’t work with lame wrestling and
very little set up for the future outside of Ray as the new authority
figure. It could have been a lot worse, but this was a bad show.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of NXT Reviews: The Full Sail Years Volume I at Amazon
for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B011T13PV4

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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Slammiversary 2015 Preview
It’s another TNA pay per view and now, instead of being better
than WWE’s offerings, the question is can they be better than
One Night Only. It’s almost impossible to not beat Bound For
Glory  from  last  year,  and  at  least  there’s  something
borderline  important  on  this  show.  Let’s  get  to  it.

So  this could be interesting as I’m not entirely sure what’s
on the card in the first place.

We’ll start with the six man ladder match for the X-Division
Title with new champion Tigre Uno defending against Rockstar
Spud, Kenny King, Crazzy Steve, Manik and Mandrews. This is
another example of the title meaning nothing as there are no
feuds to be seen and it’s just throwing everyone out there for
the sake of a big multi-man spot fest. It’s also telling that
less than a week after the title changed hands, it’s already
time for a fresh batch of opponents, despite Uno having no
real connection to any of them. Tigre retains as he just got
the belt earlier in the week.

I’ll take Davey over Aries to pick the stipulation for the
final title match, because for some reason TNA thinks faces
should  pick  stipulations  in  matches  instead  of  heels,  as
common sense would suggest.

Matt Morgan will likely beat Bram via DQ or just cleanly
because Bram is one of the biggest wastes in all of the
company. This whole challenging anyone on the roster is really
just a thing that he’s doing with no real upside. What good
does it do him or anyone for that matter to have a bunch of
one off matches? At least Morgan was successful in TNA. Kind
of. In tag teams. Some of the time.

Ethan  Carter  III/Tyrus  should  beat  Lashley  and  Anderson
because there is zero logical reason for Anderson and Lashley
to win given Carter’s upcoming title shot. Actually there’s no

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2015/06/27/slammiversary-2015-preview/


real reason for them to be teaming together other than they’re
a pair of losers at the moment, but then again this is just
another meaningless match.

Brooke and Kong over the Dollhouse in what should be another
obvious ending. These are starting to worry me though as TNA
is going to have to screw up something obvious sooner or
later.

Jesse Godderz will beat Robbie E. because, again, there’s no
logical reason for Robbie to go over. Godderz is getting a
nice push as the new self obsessed heel, and having him lose
to Robbie would be about the dumbest thing they could do here.
Godderz won’t go very far with this character (his finisher is
a Boston crab) but what they’re doing so far is working well.

Jeff Jarrett wins the King of the Mountain title. Yeah it’s
now a title and the other participants are Matt Hardy, Eric
Young, Drew Galloway and Bobby Roode. I love that they’re
setting up a midcard title again, but their track record with
these things kind of sucks. Well there’s no kind of to it
actually.  Maybe  this  will  be  different,  assuming  Jarrett
actually sticks around.

Finally,  James  Storm  over  Magnus  as  this  is  probably
continuing.

Overall, Slammiversary doesn’t look that bad. The card is WAY
better than Bound For Glory looked last year as A, stuff
actually matters here and B, I’ve heard of everyone on the
card. I don’t think the show is going to mean anything other
than being a long episode of Impact, but at least it could be
entertaining. The build for this has barely existed because
TNA can’t do something as simple as schedule things properly,
but that’s the least of their problems right now. This show
could be good, but it’s the most cautious optimism possible.

 



 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume III at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00XOUNBEA

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact Wrestling – June 17,
2015: Three For The Price Of
One
Impact  Wrestling
Date: June 17, 2015
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Josh Matthews, D’Angelo Dinero

We’ve got two weeks to go before Slammiversary and it’s time to start
building towards the main event of the TV show two weeks from tonight.
Yeah the Carter vs. Angle World Title match is going to be held on Impact
instead of at the pay per view due to some scheduling issues. That is of
course TOTALLY different than TNA being a poorly run company who couldn’t
figure out that having a pay per view the day after a TV taping was
really, really stupid. Let’s get to it.

We open with a tribute to Dusty Rhodes, who used to be the authority
figure here back in the early days.
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It’s time for Angle and Carter to sign the contract. In an interesting
case, this is coming just after a contract signing closed Ring of Honor.
Carter gets to talk first by talking about Angle beating Heartbreak Kids,
Texas Rattlesnakes, Dead Men, Immortals, Electrifying Men, Rated R
Superstars and some people you can’t even see. He’s also beaten
submission machines, phenomenal ones, icons and charismatic enigmas (the
first person mentioned actually still with this company. And shouldn’t
those all be singular since Angle only beat one each?) but the World
Title reigns ends with Carter.

Angle praises Carter, but thinks he’s a disrespectful punk. This time
around, Kurt is healthy and ready because he’s been here before. Once
Carter loses, it’s going to haunt him for the rest of his life. Both guys
sign, but they also get to pick an opponent for each other. Angle gets to
go first, and he picks Lashley to face Carter. Not a bad choice. Carter
gets to pick next week on a live show.

The X-Division Title will be decided next week. Man just scrap
Slammiversary and put on a Barney Miller marathon.

We recap the Tag Team Title series to this point, with the Wolves
currently up 2-1.

Here are the Wolves with Davey talking about how they’ve fought around
the world to be the best tag team in the world, and that’s what those
belts mean. They’ve beaten the BroMans, the Hardys and Team 3D already
and now it’s time for the Dirty Heels. Last time the Heels cheated to
win, but the Wolves won’t get fooled again. Good line but points off for
a WOLVES NATION shirt. Stop just putting a word in front of nation and
thinking it sounds good.

Edwards wants to do match four right now, so here’s Roode sans Aries.
Austin isn’t here tonight because he’s healing up after last week, so
there’s no match. Eddie thinks a singles match is in order and Roode
doesn’t think so, but he’ll do it if the winner gets to pick the
stipulation for next week. The Wolves are fine and it’s time to go.

Bobby Roode vs. Eddie Edwards



Roode hammers away to start but Eddie kicks him outside for a big suicide
dive. Back in and a clothesline gets two for Eddie but he runs into an
elbow to the jaw. A Hennig necksnap puts Eddie down again as Roode is a
heel this week. It’s good to know as it varies so often. Roode’s chinlock
doesn’t go anywhere as Edwards comes back with a leg lariat.

The announcers call last week’s Aries vs. Angle match five stars. At
least this time they’re waiting until after the match happened to praise
it. There’s a backpack Stunner for two on Roode but he comes back with a
spinebuster for the same. Roode tries to bring in a chair but Richards
gets on the apron for some reason, earning him a swing from Bobby. The
distraction lets Eddie get a rollup pin at 8:22.

Rating: C. This brings up the problem with the entire series: the matches
are just ok. They’re not bad or anything, but I barely remember them a
few minutes after they happened because they’re just coming and going as
we wait for the big match to come for the titles to exist again. The
ending made no sense either as the Wolves wound up cheating instead of
the Dirty Heel. This story hasn’t been great since it started and it’s
losing steam every week.

Davey makes match #4 Full Metal Mayhem. So what’s #5 going to be? Another
regular match?

Joseph Park is back, minus his law firm, money or teeth. He’ll face Bram
tonight and get to be the guy on top for the first time. So we’re just
forgetting that he knows he’s Abyss I guess? Does that mean we’re done
with the Revolution too?

We get a ten second video of Drew Galloway talking about how much he
loves wrestling.

Bram vs. Joseph Park

Park tries to lecture Bram before the match and gets punched in the face.
Bram slugs away but misses a chair shot, allowing Park to get in some
shots of his own. Now it’s table and kendo stick time as I guess this is
a hardcore match. It was never announced as one but sure why not. Park
comes back with some kendo stick shots and a chokeslam for two. Back up



and Park misses a spear through the table, allowing Bram to get the pin
at 3:53.

Rating: F. A guy as talented as Bram is stuck in the hardcore story
because there’s nothing else for him to do right now because they’ve
killed off the singles titles other than the World Title and now we’re
sitting here watching him against Joseph Park. Bad match here and Bram
doesn’t even get to hit his finisher to win? Horrible stuff.

Taryn has a deal for Brooke and Awesome Kong: if they beat the Dolls
tonight, they both get a title shot. If they lose, neither can ever have
a shot again.

The world is ready to burn and playtime is over. No idea what that is
for.

Marti Bell/Jade vs. Brooke/Awesome Kong

Brooke gets jumped in the aisle but here’s Kong for the save. The bell
rings and Kong runs Jade over before it’s off to Brooke, who doesn’t have
the same luck. Brooke fights off some double teaming but gets thrown
right back into the corner as the announcers debate their taste in women.
Brooke avoids a charge and spears Jade down, allowing for the tag to
Kong. A chokeslam plants Marti and Brooke climbs onto her shoulders for a
big elbow and the pin at 6:24.

Rating: D. This wasn’t the worst in the world but good grief Josh is
getting on my nerves. Between talking about the number of days the
champions have held their titles and calling Dinero the heel commentator,
he becomes more of a combination of Cole and Striker every week. Nothing
match here as the finish was obvious, though the story wasn’t bad.

We recap the hardcore war which ended with Eric Young choking out Chris
Melendez with Chris’ prosthetic leg.

Chris Melendez wants to fight Eric Young right now. This brings Young out
to praise Melendez for being an American hero, but Young just doesn’t
care. He cares about no one but himself because there’s no reason for
Melendez to be in the same ring as Eric Young. Does Chris really want to



be here all alone next week? Chris says he’s ready. Young was just a jerk
here and not crazy, making him FAR more effective as a heel. Melendez is
nothing though.

DJZ vs. Jesse Godderz

Godderz laid DJZ out last week so DJZ charges right at him to start and
nails a jawbreaker and middle rope back elbow (love that move). Back up
and Jesse slams him down by the arm, setting up a Boston crab for the
submission at 1:43.

Post match Godderz cuts a really, REALLY good promo about how he was the
BroMans because he was the only one training while Robbie was on a
reality TV show and DJZ was in some bar making funny noises. He rants
about how Robbie was nothing until he joined the team and now DJZ is
nothing either. Jesse gorilla presses him up but Robbie makes his big
return and shows more fire than ever before. I’m actually digging this.

We look back at James Storm possibly murdering Mickie James a few weeks
back.

Here’s a livid Magnus, two weeks after Mickie was attacked. He isn’t
letting this show continue until he gets James Storm out here one on one.
Here’s Storm to call Magnus the crazy jealous one for having Mickie
followed by cameras. “What do you think was happening when those cameras
weren’t there?” Magnus is held back by security but Storm brings out a
baby stroller, presumably carrying Mickie and Magnus’ son.

James calls it his insurance policy but walks down the aisle without it.
He says Mickie is a sorry excuse for a woman and Magnus is a sorry excuse
for a man, which is finally enough to get Magnus past security. Storm
kicks the baby stroller off the stage and of course it’s just a doll.

Video on Ethan Carter III.

Ethan Carter III vs. Bobby Lashley

Lashley throws him down to start and nails a hard clothesline before just
running Carter over. Tyrus finally grabs Lashley’s boot to stop his boss’
pain but Lashley easily suplexes Carter over. Another Tyrus distraction



lets Carter get in a dropkick off the apron to take over. The match isn’t
bad so far but I can’t take much more of Josh talking about the number of
days Carter has been undefeated. Carter slows him down with a chinlock
for a bit before having to escape a torture rack.

Lashley scores with a powerslam for two but Tyrus puts a chair in the
corner. The spear hits the chair (Earl Hebner has zero issue with this)
and Carter gets two off a DDT. The 1%er is countered and the referee goes
down (like it matters), right before the spear connects. Cue another
referee but Tyrus takes him out and gives Lashley a Big Ending, setting
up the third referee to count two, earning him a shot from Tyrus. Lashley
spears Tyrus but gets speared down, only to get nailed in the back with a
chair, setting up the 1%er to give Carter the pin at 9:26.

Rating: D+. This was straight out of the Russo playbook with two chairs,
three ref bumps and interference in less than ten minutes. Angle was
nowhere in sight to help even the odds because the script didn’t say he
was supposed to and the whole thing was just way too much. It didn’t help
that Josh was driving me up the wall with his counting the days of Carter
being undefeated. We get it: you’re Michael Cole and Carter is Miz. Pick
a better role model.

Overall Rating: D+. This show is on the verge of flying off the rails and
you can see a lot of it coming from here. The problem right now is
they’re building to three different shows instead of any one in
particular. You have next week’s live show with Full Metal Mayhem and the
X-Division Title match, Slammiversary (which I don’t think has anything
official yet) and then the bell to bell show in two weeks with the World
Title match. It doesn’t help that a lot of the midcard just feels like a
big waste of time when they could be doing anything else. The show wasn’t
horrible but they need to focus on something quick.

Results

Eddie Edwards b. Bobby Roode – Rollup

Bram b. Joseph Park – Pin after a missed spear through a table

Brooke/Awesome Kong b. Jade/Marti Bell – Elbow drop to Bell



Jesse Godderz b. DJZ – Boston crab

Ethan Carter III b. Bobby Lashley – 1%er

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new
book of Complete Monday Nitro Reviews Volume III at Amazon for
just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00XOUNBEA

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

Impact  Wrestling  –  May  15,
2015: Let That Be Enough
Impact  Wrestling
Date: May 15, 2015
Location: Impact Zone, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Josh Matthews, Mike Tenay

We’re coming off the big live show last week and rolling towards
Slammiversary at the end of June. The big story at the end of last week’s
show was Angle making Eric Young tap to retain the title, presumably to
end their feud. Other than that we have the continuing story of the
Rising vs. the BDC as Drew Galloway was beaten down by a pipe last week.
Let’s get to it.

We open with a recap of Angle vs. Young, who tonight will lead two teams
in a hardcore war. Good grief just get to Carter vs. Angle already.
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Here are Angle and Chris Melendez to start things off. Angle talks about
going to war with Young last week, but Eric sided with the BDC. Well now
Kurt has backup of his own, including Chris Melendez. He needs a bit more
though, so Angle would like the Rising to come out here right now. Kurt
calls them a breath of fresh air in this company as they try to eliminate
a cancer calling itself the BDC.

Galloway praises Angle a bit but likes the look of that World Title.
Angle likes the idea but here’s Eric Young to say he got ripped off last
week. Kind of like we’re getting ripped off from having a good World
Title challenger. Young was ripped off by the guest referee so he’s owed
another title shot. He goes on and on until Angle tells him to shut up
because the stupidity caught him last week.

Angle tells him to shut up again and offers Young a title shot in an I
Quit match. That’s for the future though because tonight is about
hardcore. Cue the BDC to go after everyone in the ring. Young comes in to
help with the beat down but Lashley comes out to complete Angle’s team
and make the save. So it’s going to be a twelve man hardcore war later
tonight? That’s a bit excessive no?

Brooke/Rebel vs. Dollhouse

Marti/Jade here. Rebel is described as a former member of the Menagerie.
The Dollhouse cleans house to start with Marti hammering on Rebel in the
ring. It’s quickly off to Jade for some knees to the head. The double
teaming continues as Matthews confirms that the Menagerie is no more.
Dang it I always like that act. Brooke comes in off the hot tag and fires
off some forearms as everything breaks down. Rebel misses Christy’s old
Flying Firecrotch Guillotine (yep) and a double slam (think a chokeslam
but lifting under the arms instead of by the throat) is enough to give
the Dollhouse the pin at 3:57.

Rating: C-. The wrestling wasn’t much but I’m digging the Dollhouse more
and more every single week. Taryn is perfect as the borderline psycho
leader, but the supporting cast is cool too as they can both go in the
ring. Rebel and Brooke are fine as the good looking jobbers for them and
the match was fine for what it was.



Post match Taryn says she has play time scheduled with Gail Kim’s family.

The BDC and Eric Young are texting Homicide but he won’t be here tonight.
MVP has a replacement but Young has someone better. King doesn’t trust
him but MVP wants the crazy man on his side instead of against him.

Here are Ethan Carter III and Tyrus with the former wondering how he
isn’t #1 contender after the former #1 contender lost to the champion
last week. He wants answers but gets Mr. Anderson with a chair instead.
Anderson is disappointed when they leave because he wants to fight
someone tonight. They start to walk but Anderson suggests a match with
Tyrus. If he wins, he gets Carter in the future. After some swearing
insults at Tyrus, the big man says get a referee out there.

Mr. Anderson vs. Tyrus

Anderson hammers away to start but gets run over for two. A Big Ending
gets two and Tyrus slams him down again for the same. Carter tries to
bring in the chair but gets ejected, allowing Anderson to play possum and
counter the spike into the Mic Check for the pin at 4:36.

Rating: D. Really, really dull match here and yet another instance of
stretching out a feud before we get to the beyond obvious Angle vs.
Carter feud for the title. This one is far more interesting than the
Young version but it’s clearly just filling time because having more than
a month build to what is likely the Slammiversary main event doesn’t
work.

We take a quick look back at Magnus blasting Storm with the guitar last
week.

Magnus wants Storm out here right now but gets Abyss instead. The monster
says there are consequences for what you do and this week, Magnus’
consequences are Abyss. It’s a brawl at ringside instead of a match with
Abyss taking over only to stop to throw in some barbecue equipment (cross
promotion with a Destination America show about barbecuing). Abyss loads
up the chokeslam but takes some tongs to the crotch, only to have Manik
try to come in. That earns him something like a brainbuster but Khoya
comes in with a walking stick to lay Magnus out. Magnus eats a chokeslam



for good measure.

Quick recap of the Tag Team Title situation with the Wolves and Hardys
having to vacate the belts, setting up a best of five series between the
Wolves and Dirty Heels (I’m really not sure how to feel about that name)
for the belts.

Wolves vs. Dirty Heels

That’s their official name now and this is match #1 in the best of five
series. It’s also Edwards’ first match back from injury. Roode and
Richards get things going and for some reason the camera is zoomed in on
Roode as they get started. That goes nowhere so it’s off to Richards vs.
Aries with the Wolves taking over on Austin’s arm. Aries is driven into
Davey’s knee but sends him into the corner, allowing for the tag off to
Bobby.

A catapult sends Eddie into a forearm from Aries, followed by the
slingshot elbow for two. The running dropkick in the corner is countered
and Edwards hits a dropkick of his own to put Roode down. There’s the hot
tag to Richards for the “make your opponent DDT his partner” spot (one of
the dumbest spots I’ve ever seen) before the powerbomb/Backstabber is
countered with a hurricanrana. Aries takes out the Wolves with a suicide
dive, followed by the corner dropkick to Richards. Davey is still in it
though and counters Roode’s spinebuster into a sunset flip for the pin
and the first match at 8:26.

Rating: B. Good match here but they’re still waiting to crank it up in
the later matches. These are two of the better teams in wrestling a the
moment and seeing them fight five times (perhaps with some gimmicks later
on) is going to be really entertaining and likely blown off at
Slammiversary.

Galloway picks Micah over Eli for the hardcore war tonight.

Taryn talks about going to see Gail Kim’s stepdaughters earlier today.
She’s also going to show us what she’s wearing for Kim’s husband Robert.

Storm yells at the Revolution for going after Magnus without permission.



This is between him and Mickie James and no one else.

Here’s the Dollhouse again with Taryn in a robe. Taryn makes fun of Gail
for being so serious of a wrestler because the Dollhouse is making
something special. She has pictures of her with Gail’s stepdaughters who
look borderline terrified. But now, here’s what she’s wearing for Gail’s
husband. It’s some very revealing lingerie so here’s Gail, but Marti asks
why she’s so serious. Gail wants a match with Taryn but Taryn brings up
the husband again, meaning the fight is on with the Dollhouse running.

Jesse Godderz vs. Robbie E.

Robbie has straightened his hair a bit. This is fallout from their brawl
a few weeks ago and they bump fists to start. That’s the highest impact
of the match though as Robbie grabs a rollup for the pin at 24 seconds.

Godderz wants to restart the match so here we go again.

Jesse Godderz vs. Robbie E.

Jesse throws him down with authority but a majistral cradle is good
enough to make Robbie 2-0 at 31 seconds.

Godderz wasn’t ready so let’s do it one more time.

Jesse Godderz vs. Robbie E.

The fans count the seconds this time and Jesse celebrates a headlock. A
dropkick gets two with Jesse driving his forearm into Robbie’s face.
Robbie comes right back with a crucifix for the pin at 1:10.

Godderz is livid so he hits Robbie in the head with the mic. He throws
Robbie to the floor and puts a chair around Robbie’s neck before driving
it into the post.

Angle fires up his team for tonight. Eli Drake still doesn’t look happy.

Eric Young has a fifth guy.

Mr. Anderson is having something built to help deal with Tyrus.



Team Angle vs. Team Young

Hardcore war, which apparently means a gauntlet match, which seems to be
Lethal Lockdown minus the cage but with weapons. Low Ki with his pipe and
Drew Galloway with a pipe of his own start things up. First fall wins
with 90 second intervals and Team Young won the coin toss (duh) to have
the advantage. Low Ki loses his pipe early and Drew takes him to the
floor for some hard chops instead of laying pipe into him.

Kenny King is in next with a weapon that is knocked out of his hands too
quickly to notice. Galloway eats some chops against the barricade as King
pulls out a cane to nail him in the back. Micah and a nightstick even
things up and the Rising takes over with the usual brawling. Eric Young
is in next with a trashcan lid (that is one CRAZY trashcan lid. Like, you
know your crazy Uncle Stu who thinks he’s Catherine Zeta-Jones? It’s
crazier than him) and he quickly sets up a Tower of Doom, but Galloway
sits up out of the Tree of Woe into a German suplex to take everyone
down.

Kurt Angle comes in with what looks like another pipe but throws it down
for a bunch of Germans. We take a break and come back with MVP (kendo
stick) and Chris Melendez (another pipe) involved. Eric’s mystery
partner, with another kendo stick, is Bram. Team Young cleans house for a
bit until Lashley completes the field, meaning it’s now first fall wins.
Lashley avoids all of King’s kicks and plants him with a powerslam.

MVP’s Playmaker is countered but Bram cracks Lashley in the head with a
kendo stick, setting up the Brighter Side of Suffering. Micah hits a Big
Ending (just like Tyrus earlier) but King springboards in to take him
down. That’s fine with Galloway who takes most of Team Young down with a
big flip dive over the ropes. Angle dives on everyone not named Young or
Melendez, leaving Eric to hit a quick piledriver for the pin on Chris at
17:21.

Rating: D+. Basically this existed so it could exist. There was no real
need for this to be a gauntlet match or a hardcore match as a ten man tag
would have accomplished exactly the same thing. That’s the bad sign for a
gimmick: you can do the exact same thing without the gimmick being in



place. The match was nothing special though and really could have done
with being cut down to eight people.

Post match Young rips off Melendez’s leg and chokes Angle out with it to
end the show.

Overall Rating: C. This show felt really rushed and packed full of stuff.
It felt like they were cramming in as much stuff as they could and it
brought down the good stuff they were doing. You can see most of
Slammiversary from here, but some of it really isn’t that interesting. I
mean, the Rising vs. the BDC just keeps going with no real reason to
exist. The tag team series is good, but it’s not something that’s going
to blow the doors off the place until it gets closer to the end. The show
should be good, but the build isn’t great so far.

As for tonight…..meh. The hardcore war didn’t do anything for me as you
have ten guys with weapons in a gauntlet format. Clearly that just needs
100 minutes of build. The battle of the BroMans could be good and they
got through the whole thing in like eight minutes so points for that. The
Anderson vs. Carter and Angle vs. Young feuds feel like they’re just
going for the sake of going, but Angle vs. Young seems to be moving
towards wrapping up. It’s a decent enough show, but they’ve cooled way
off in recent weeks.

Results

Dollhouse b. Brooke/Rebel – Double lifting slam to Rebel

Mr. Anderson b. Tyrus – Mic Check

Wolves b. Dirty Heels – Sunset flip to Roode

Robbie E. b. Jesse Godderz – Rollup

Robbie E. b. Jesse Godderz – Majistral cradle

Robbie E. b. Jesse Godderz – Crucifix

Team Young b. Team Angle – Piledriver to Melendez



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and pick up my new book of
1998 Pay Per View reviews at Amazon for just $3.99 at:

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00UYAMB8U

And check out my Amazon author page with cheap wrestling books at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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