
Ring Of Honor – October 5,
2023: It’s Not The Wrestlers’
Fault
Ring Of Honor
Date: October 5, 2023
Location: Climate Pledge Arena, Seattle, Washington
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

The era of searching for the new champions continues and that
could make for quite the different show. In the last six or so
weeks, Ring Of Honor has crowned new World, Tag Team and Six
Man Tag Team Champions, but none have appeared during their
new reigns. It would be nice to have that change, but that
might imply this show matters in the grand scheme of things.
In other words: Save us again Athena. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

We  get  a  clip  from  after  WrestleDream  of  Eddie  Kingston
talking about how much he loves the Japanese style. Now he
wants to deal with future challengers and have Snickers pie.
This aired on Youtube the night of WrestleDream.

Opening sequence.

Women’s Title: Leyla Hirsch vs. Athena

Athena  is  defending  and  has  Billie  Starkz  in  her  corner.
Hirsch sends her into the corner for a slingshot dropkick out
to the floor. Athena dives over a charge and hits a dropkick
before  dropping  Hirsch  off  the  steps.  Back  in  and  Athena
stomps away but Hirsch manages a quick choke. With that broken
up, Athena kicks away but stops to dance, allowing Starkz to
grab a rollup for two.

Athena isn’t having that and drops her with a single shot,
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setting up a surfboard. Hirsch manages a quick suplex into a
hard clotheslines for two more. That’s broken up with a Regal
Roll but the O Face is countered into a triangle choke. Athena
breaks out and they slug it with Hirsch getting the better of
things.

A cross armbreaker has Athena in more trouble but she slips
out and unloads with right hands. Hirsch catches her up top
though and cartwheels into a German suplex for the big crash
and another near fall. Athena has had it with this though and
grabs the Despicable Knee to retain at 12:23.

Rating: B. This was the big match feel that has been missing
from Athena’s matches as Hirsch gave her a run for her money.
While it still seems likely that Starkz will be the one to
take the title from Athena, Starkz at least gave her a sweat
here and that’s better than you will get in a lot of Athena’s
title matches these days. Good stuff here and it felt like a
main event level match.

Post match Athena loads up the post match attack but Starkz
convinces her to calm down. Maria Kanellis Bennett comes out
to shake her head at Hirsch.

Christopher  Daniels  and  Rocky  Romero  are  ready  to  fight,
though they respect each other.

Josh Woods vs. Tyler Payne

Mark Sterling is here with Woods, who grabs a snapmare but
stops before kicking Payne in the back. Payne flips over him
out of the corner but now Woods hits the shots to the back.
The Tilt-A-Woods finishes Payne fast, as commentary says that
this non-Pure Rules match should get Woods closer to a Pure
Rules Title shot. Sure.

Rocky Romero vs. Christopher Daniels

Daniels works on a headlock to start and then runs Romero over



with a shoulder. Back up and Romero snaps off a hurricanrana
to the floor, setting up the big dive to drop Daniels again.
Daniels is fine enough to drive him into the corner back
inside, followed by a suplex for two.

The chinlock doesn’t do much good for Daniels as Romero is
back up with a springboard tornado DDT. A middle rope double
stomp  gives  Romero  two  but  Daniels  crotches  him  on  top.
Angel’s Wings is countered and a kick to the face sets up the
running Sliced Bread to finish Daniels at 8:07.

Rating: B-. This is a good example of a match that you knew
was going to be good based on who was involved. Daniels and
Romero could have a fine match with each other in their sleep
and they did more than well enough here. The match might not
have meant anything and Daniels continues to lose, but there
are far worse ways to use show time.

Dalton Castle is panicking over the pressure from the fans and
his  heart  is  beating  rather  fast.  He  knows  he  makes  the
ratings spike so he wants to give the people what they want.
Lexi Nair: “I don’t know what that was.”

Scorpio Sky vs. Fred Rosser

Rosser is better known as Darren Young (though he’s gotten a
lot better since then). They fight over wrist control to start
until Sky pulls him down into a headlock. Back up and a
backbreaker  gives  Rosser  a  breather,  setting  up  some  hip
smashes in the corner. The cravate holds Sky down but he’s
right back up with a Sky High. The TKO is blocked though and
Rosser drops him back first onto the apron for two. Sky shrugs
it off and grabs the TKO for the pin at 5:57.

Rating: B-. Another good match in a series tonight as Rosser
is someone who can work well with anyone. I’m not sure why he
hasn’t gotten a shot on a bigger stage but he has built up a
bit of a reputation in recent years. Sky is the same, as he is
able to have a solid match with any opponent and that was the



case again here. Go with more of these two, but maybe, with
something important perhaps?

Lady  Frost/Renegades  vs.  Willow  Nightingale/Skye  Blue/Kiera
Hogan

Nightingale blocks Frost’s whip to start and hits the basement
crossbody.  Hogan  and  Blue  come  in  for  a  double  basement
superkick but Blue gets taken into the wrong corner. A double
suplex gives Robyn two and it’s back to Frost for a release
fisherman’s suplex. Blue gets stomped down but rolls away from
a double suplex. The hot tag brings in Hogan to clean house
but Charlette cuts her off with a Samoan driver. Everything
breaks down and Frost hits Blue with an Air Raid Crash. The
Renegades are sent into each other and Nightingale gives Robyn
the Babe With The Powerbomb for the pin at 5:54.

Rating:  C+.  They  kept  this  moving  and  it  made  for  an
entertaining match. Nightingale continues to be as charismatic
as any woman in AEW/ROH today and the Renegades are still
smooth in the ring. Blue is treated like something of a star
and Frost is a good hand, with Hogan having the fire to keep
the energy up. Fun match here, even if there is no reason to
believe any of them are going anywhere.

The  Infantry  and  Trish  Adora  are  ready  for  their  matches
tonight.

Ethan Page vs. Invictus Khash

Page grinds away on a headlock to start but gets his hair
pulled. That earns Khash a series of right hands but he knocks
Page  out  of  the  corner.  Page  gets  rocked  with  a  discus
forearm, though he’s fine enough to send Khash outside. A
shoulder off the apron sets up the slingshot cutter to give
Page the pin at 2:59.

Mark Sterling and Tony Nese are ready for Satoshi Kojima, who
likes bread. Carbs are the enemy you know.



TMDK vs. The Infantry

Bravo hugs Haste to start and they run around with neither
being able to get anywhere. A double hiptoss into a double
fist drop gets two on Haste but Nicholls trips Dean from the
floor. The villains take over on Dean in the corner but he
slips out of a belly to back suplex and kicks his way over to
Bravo. House is quickly cleaned and a spinning faceplant gets
two.  Bravo  goes  up  top  but  gets  caught  in  a
powerbomb/superplex  combination  for  two.  Everything  breaks
down and a diving DDT/Big Ending combination finishes Bravo at
7:36.

Rating: C+. TMDK is a good team who are the week’s guest
stars, but it doesn’t help that they’ve already had their
Trios  Titles  match  and  lost,  making  them  a  bit  less
interesting. Beating the Infantry doesn’t mean much around
here, though they did put up a good fight. The main appeal was
having a New Japan team here and while talented, they were
another match on an already long show.

Ethan Page wants competition and if that happens to be Eddie
Kingston, cool.

Tony Nese vs. Satoshi Kojima

Nese, crowd insults, group therapy, opponent interrupts. This
time things go a bit further though, as Kojima loves bread,
which Nese hates because of the carbs. Nese bounds off of
Kojima to start and Kojima pops his pecs a bit. Mark Sterling
trips Kojima down though and Nese sends him outside, where
Sterling can get in a cheap shot.

Back in and Nese ties him in the Tree of Woe for the crunch
kicks to the ribs. The bodyscissors stays on Kojima’s ribs but
he fights up and hits the rapid fire chops in the corner. The
top rope elbow gives Kojima two but Nese is right back with
the neck snap across the top. Nese’s springboard moonsault
gets two, only to have Kojima come back with a Koji Cutter.



The lariat finishes Nese at 7:21.

Rating: C. This was another match featuring a guest star and
while it’s cool to see Kojima here, there is only so much to
be gotten out of having him beat up Nese. It’s the same match
and series of crowd insults that we’ve seen for months and
it’s not exactly fascinating in the first place. At least they
had something with the Bread Club stuff but there wasn’t much
else here.

Athena is NOT impressed with Billie Starkz’s minioning so more
training is needed. Lexi Nair doesn’t like it either. As a
result, Starkz has to go to Tony Khan’s office, shout “My name
is Willow Nightingale and I’m a big loser!” and leave. As
usual, these things are great.

Trish Adora vs. Billie Starkz

Athena is here with Starkz, who is knocked outside and gets
some Athena yelling. Back in and Starkz drives her into the
buckle over and over but Adora kicks her in the face over and
over. Adora hits some hip attacks in the corner, until Starks
comes back with a hard forearm. The Swanton hits raised knees
but Starkz shrugs it off and grabs a lifting Pedigree. A Bank
Statement finishes Adora at 4:05.

Rating: C. This would be your third Starkz segment of the
night and while they’re still the best thing on the show, they
might want to spread her stuff out a bit. Adora continues her
fall down the ladder and I’m not sure how much further she can
fall. The match didn’t have time to go very far but it could
have been worse.

Lee Johnson vs. Darius Martin

Commentary starts talking about the pandemic shots as the guys
go technical to start and trade some legsweeps for two each.
Martin slips out of a hiptoss and knocks him down but Johnson
manages a shove into the corner. A belly to back suplex gives



Johnson two and we hit the chinlock. Martin suplexes his way
to freedom and a springboard faceplant gets two on Johnson.
Johnson’s Blue Thunder Bomb gets the same but Martin grabs a
suplex. The frog slash finishes Johnson at 6:47.

Rating:  C.  The  action  was  fine,  the  wrestlers  are  both
talented  and  they  had  a  completely  watchable  match.  The
problem here is it’s the tenth match an hour and forty minutes
into a show and they came in ice cold. It’s kind of hard to
get into a match between two people who are going nowhere when
the show has already run long as it is and it really hurt
things here. Not a bad match at all, but it was stuck in a
horrible spot.

Shane Taylor Promotions vs. Cole Karter/Griff Garrison vs.
Iron Savages vs. Workhorsemen

One fall to a finish. Henry and Moriarty start things off and
technical to a standoff. Bronson comes in and is taken into
the corner so Drake can slingshot in with a hilo. A forearm
into  a  DDT  gets  two  on  Garrison  as  the  rapid  fire  tags
continue. It’s off to Taylor to headbutt Henry and a splash
gets  two.  Drake  comes  back  in  and  beats  up  Karter  as
everything breaks down. The Savages clean house and consume
some Savage Sauce, which Maria Kanellis-Bennett steals. Taylor
uses the distraction to blast Karter with a right hand for the
pin at 7:35.

Rating: C+. This was one of those matches where there were so
many people flying around that it was difficult to keep track
of  everything  that  was  going  on.  Taylor  getting  the  pin
continues his rise back to the higher levels of Ring Of Honor
and that is a good thing for a lot of people. Other than that,
Karter and Garrison continue to be a waste of Maria and I do
not get why whatsoever.

Komander/Gravity/Metalik vs. Spanish Announce Project/Gringo
Loco



Loco and Metalik start things off with Metalik kicking him in
the head and snapping off a rope walk hurricanrana. Loco flips
out of a headscissors though and it’s off to Komander vs.
Angelico. It’s quickly off to Gravity, who gets flapjacked
into a splash on Angelico before snapping off a hurricanrana
of his own.

Everything breaks down and a triple basement dropkick hits
Gravity.  Loco  hits  a  powerbomb  for  two  and  Komander  gets
beaten down in the corner. Komander is fine enough to use Loco
as a launchpad for a hurricanrana and it’s back to Metalik.
Loco super Spanish Flies Komander and hits a dive onto the
floor.  Back  in  and  Komander  hits  a  springboard  spinning
Canadian Destroyer to drop Loco, followed by the rope walk
shooting star press for the pin at 8:47.

Rating: B-. As has been the case for years, there is something
to be said about taking a bunch of luchadors and letting them
go nuts for a little while with the flips and the dive. It
continues to work here, with everyone getting to do at least a
little something. It could have been better served earlier in
the show, but this kind of thing is always fun and it worked
great here.

Overall Rating: C. Let me get this out of the way first: the
wrestling here was absolutely not the problem. Everything was
perfectly watchable at worst with some good matches sprinkled
throughout. Match wise, nothing on here was even close to bad
and all of the action was fine…but there is a lot more to a
wrestling show than that.

I didn’t think it was possible, but they have somehow made
this  show  feel  even  less  important.  Save  for  a  pre-taped
interview which had aired on AEW’s Youtube page four days
earlier,  there  was  no  appearance  from  any  champion  here
outside of Athena. That leaves you with a bunch of people
fighting for possible title shots down the line, even though
title shots tend to go to guest stars or AEW wrestlers with



nothing else to do. On top of that though, despite having
almost nothing of note to a lot of these matches, the show has
somehow gotten EVEN LONGER, clocking in at 2:06 this week.

I’m not sure what the point is for having the show go this
long,  but  it’s  like  they’re  trying  to  make  it  feel  less
important. Throw in a lot of the ROH champions not even having
their belts this week on Dynamite and it feels like ROH is
getting the spotlight shifted away from the little space that
it has. But then the show goes longer while filling it with
less important stuff. As usual, this show is a mess, and it
has nothing to do with the wrestling.

Results
Athena b. Leyla Hirsch – Despicable Knee
Josh Woods b. Tyler Payne – Tilt-A-Woods
Rocky Romero b. Christopher Daniels – Running Sliced Bread
Scorpio Sky b. Fred Rosser – TKO
Willow  Nightingale/Skye  Blue/Kiera  Hogan  b.  Lady
Frost/Renegades  –  Babe  With  The  Powerbomb  to  Robyn
Ethan Page b. Invictus Khash – Slingshot cutter
TMNK b. The Infantry – Middle rope DDT/Big Ending to Bravo
Satoshi Kojima b. Tony Nese – Lariat
Billie Starkz b Trish Adora – Bank Statement
Shane Taylor Promotions b. Iron Savages, Griff Garrison/Cole
Karter and Workhorsemen – Right hand to Karter
Komander/Gravity/Metalik  b.  Gringo  Loco/Spanish  Announce
Project – Rope walk shooting star press to Loco

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6


AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Ring Of Honor – September 28,
2023:  Wanted:  Missing
Champions
Ring Of Honor
Date: September 28, 2023
Location: Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

We’re back to the weekly show and there have been a lot of
changes around here. In addition to Eddie Kingston winning the
World Title last week, there are also new Six Man Tag Team
Champions to go with the new Tag Team Champions, who won the
belts a month ago and haven’t been on the show yet. Maybe that
will change with the other new champions. Let’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Josh Woods vs. Brayden Erving

Mark Sterling is here with Woods, who drives Erving into the
corner to start and hammers away. Erving misses an enziguri
and gets German suplexed. The Tilt-A-Woods (Anarchist suplex)
finishes Erving at 1:15.
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Prince Nana is excited about the Gates of Agony and Brian Cage
in  separate  matches  tonight  because  they’re  ready  to  be
awesome again.

Scorpio Sky vs. Tony Nese

Mark Sterling is here with Tony Nese, because we need him in
the first two matches of the show. Nese does his usual group
training deal before we’re ready to go. Sky cuts him off so
Nese is right there to jump start the beating, only to get
knocked to the floor. Back in and Nese bails to the floor
again but gets tossed back inside this time. Sterling offers a
distraction though and Nese manages a whip into the steps.

Nese ties him in the Tree of Woe for some crunches kicks to
the ribs. The neck snap over the top rope and we’re off to a
bodyscissors. A belly to back suplex gets Sky out of trouble
and a clothesline drops Nese as well. Sky hits Sky High for
two but Nese kicks him in the head for two more. Back up and
Nese grabs a suplex, followed by the TKO for the pin at 9:08.

Rating: B-. I’m still not sure why Sky keeps falling lower and
lower. While the injuries are a problem, seeing him facing
Nese on Ring Of Honor isn’t the best sign for his career.
There almost has to be a better use for him somewhere across
AEW or ROH. He can clearly still go in the ring, but it needs
to be in another ring.

Gravity vs. Lee Johnson

The wrestling doesn’t go to either of them so we have an early
standoff.  Johnson  has  to  flip  out  of  a  wristlock  before
Gravity runs him over with a shoulder. A flipping armdrag
pulls Lee out of the corner but he drops Gravity without much
effort.  Johnson  whips  him  into  the  corner,  gets  in  some
pushups, and grabs the chinlock.

Gravity fights up and sends him to the floor for a springboard
dive, followed by a top rope armdrag for two back inside. A



standing moonsault gets two more but Johnson is back with some
superkicks. Gravity hits his own superkick though and the top
rope splash finishes Johnson at 9:21.

Rating: C+. Gravity is another guy who seems like he could be
something  if  given  a  chance  and  he’s  getting  some  pretty
significant TV time. I’m not sure if he’s ever going to move
up to the next level, but he’s doing well with getting out of
Bandido’s shadow. Granted it helps when Bandido isn’t here,
but Gravity is doing well either way.

The  Outrunners  aren’t  impressed  with  Action  Andretti  and
Darius Martin.

Billie Starkz vs. Lady Frost

Athena is here with Starkz. Frost is sent to the floor to
start where Athena offers a fast distraction, allowing Starkz
to nail a dive. Athena yells at Starkz for a bit, allowing
Frost to hit a cartwheel kick of the apron to put Starkz down.
Back in and Frost stomps away in the corner before flipping
over her back for a dropkick. Starkz is back up with a Death
Valley Driver for two but Frost throws in another cartwheel
into an Air Raid Crash. The moonsault connects for Frost but
Athena offers a distraction to break it up. Said distraction
lets Starks hit something like a Neutralizer for the pin at
6:59.

Rating: C+. The more I see of Frost, the more impressive she
becomes. She has a unique look and the athleticism to back it
up. In short, she feels different and that helps her stand out
a lot. If she was able to string some wins together, I could
see her having a nice run somewhere. This was still all about
Athena and Starkz though, as their big match is coming one
day.

Post match Athena takes Frost outside for a ram into the
barricade as Starkz begs Athena to stop. Starkz takes the
title away before Athena can slam Frost into it, which doesn’t



sit well with Athena.

Allysin Kay is ready to face Mercedes Martinez because she
wants to end her losing streak.

Outrunners vs. Darius Martin/Action Andretti

Andretti works on Magnum’s arm to start before Martin comes in
to do the same. It’s off to Floyd, who gets headlocked rather
quickly. Andretti takes both of them down at once and stereo
dropkicks send the Outrunners outside. The stereo dives are
broken up though and it’s Floyd hammering away on Andretti
back inside. Magnum drops a knee on Andretti but he breaks up
Total Recall. The tag brings Martin back in to clean house as
everything breaks down. Floyd is sent outside and a double
swinging slam finishes Magnum at 6:49.

Rating:  C+.  The  Outrunners  are  the  definition  of  goofy,
harmless fun and I can always go for more of that. They aren’t
out here getting wins over big teams but rather losing every
time and giving the fans a bit of a laugh. Martin and Andretti
aren’t going anywhere, but at least they’re filling in a nice
spot around here while they aren’t.

Griff Garrison is interrupted by Maria Kanellis-Bennett and
Cole Karter but says he believes the team can work. They agree
to do it the right way.

Leyla Hirsch vs. Laynie Luck

Maria Kanellis-Bennett comes out to watch as Luck scores with
some kicks to start. Hirsch shrugs those off though and snaps
off a German suplex into the Fujiwara armbar for the tap at
1:12.

Post match Maria leaves and Hirsch says she wants Athena.

Mercedes Martinez, with Diamante, thinks Allysin Kay must be
sick of losing.



Shane Taylor vs. Jimmy Jacobs

Lee Moriarty is here with Taylor and Jacobs is the hometown
boy. Jacobs slugs away to start and it goes as well as you
would expect. Taylor misses a charge and gets sent outside
though, where Jacobs grabs a front facelock. That’s broken up
as well and Taylor crushes him in the corner.

The splash gives Taylor two and he slowly forearms Jacobs down
over and over. Jacobs actually scores with a clothesline but
Taylor’s  clothesline  is  a  little  bit  better.  Back  up  and
Jacobs tries Sliced Bread but is easily reversed into Welcome
To The Land to give Taylor the pin at 5:31.

Rating: C+. Jacobs is a name and Taylor beating him is better
than a win over some nobody. It also helps when Jacobs was
able to get in some offense of his own and turned it into a
decent match. Taylor is still a monster though and ROH seems
interested in turning him into a big deal, meaning a Jacobs
win wasn’t exactly in the cards.

Maria Kanellis-Bennett is interrupted by Leyla Hirsch, who
wants  more  competitive  matches.  That  hasn’t  happened,  so
Hirsch has gotten her Women’s Title shot against Athena next
week.

Dalton Castle/The Boys vs. Ren Jones/Trenton Tormenta/Xavier
Walker

Castle takes Jones down without much effort to start before
the Boys come in for a dropkick. Jones drives Brent into the
corner though and it’s Walker coming in to knock Brandon and
Castle  outside.  Brent  rolls  over  without  much  effort  and
Castle gets the tag to clean house. Everything breaks down and
the Bang A Rang into a knee to the back (that’s a weird bonus)
finishes Tormenta at 3:38.

Rating: C. Nothing much to see here, save for Castle adding a
mostly unnecessary move after his big finisher. Castle and the



Boys have absolutely nothing to do at the moment as the Six
Man Tag Team Titles don’t mean much and for some reason Castle
can’t get a singles run. Not quite a squash here, but the Boys
squashing someone wouldn’t make sense anyway.

Griff Garrison/Cole Karter vs. The Infantry

Maria  Kanellis-Bennett  is  here  with  Garrison  and  Karter.
Garrison hiptosses Bravo to start and adds a boot to the face.
Karter comes in and gets caught in the wrong corner, allowing
Dean to come in for an elbow. The Infantry alternates on the
beating until Karter hits a dropkick to take over on Bravo.

Garrison won’t listen to Maria’s orders to choke from the
floor, leaving Bravo to roll over for the tag to Dean. A high
crossbody gets two on Karter with Garrison having to make the
save. Boot Camp hits Karter but Maria distracts the referee.
Trish Adora chases Maria off, leaving Karter to roll Dean up
(with feet on the ropes) for the pin at 7:02.

Rating: C. I’m still not sure why this Maria/Carter/Garrison
story is supposed to be interesting but it’s falling pretty
short. It feels like they have taken months to get very little
accomplished and Karter/Garrison still aren’t exactly gelling.
Maria is capable of so much more but here she is because….I
have no idea really.

Ethan Page says if he wins tonight, he’s on a roll. Rohit Raju
(Page’s opponent tonight) comes in to say you can’t spell
Rohit without ROH, but Page promises a beating.

Mercedes Martinez vs. Allysin Kay

Diamante is here with Martinez. They fight to the floor rather
quickly before Kay grabs a belly to back inside. Diamante
breaks up a charge in the corner and Martinez gets in a cheap
shot. After some posing inside, Martinez heads outside to beat
Kay up on the floor. Kay manages a quick German suplex for a
breather and a swinging neckbreaker takes Martinez down again.



A  missed  charge  sets  up  a  Cheeky  Nandos  kick  though  and
Diamante blasts Kay again. The fisherman’s buster finishes for
Martinez at 5:38.

Rating: C. I’m not sure why they needed to go outside the ring
that many times in a five minute match but it happened over
and over. Other than that, Martinez is someone who can look
good  against  anyone  and  she  did  it  again  here  against  a
talented Kay. Again though, if you just keep winning matches
and don’t move up the ladder into something more important, it
doesn’t matter that much.

Lexi  Nair  and  Billie  Starkz  aren’t  happy  with  Athena’s
interference early, but Athena pops up to say it’s time for
some more minion training. Starkz can watch her beat up Leyla
Hirsch next week.

Iron Savages vs. Gates Of Agony

Jacked Jameson and Prince Nana are here too. Kaun dropkicks
Bronson to start before it’s off to Toa and Boulder for an
exchange of clotheslines. Everything breaks down and Bronson’s
dive is blocked, setting up a drop onto the apron. Back in and
Bronson  gets  caught  in  the  wrong  corner,  with  the  Gates
getting to take turns. An elbow drop misses though and it’s
Boulder coming in to clean house. Bronson hits a top rope
elbow for two on Toa but Kaun shoves Boulder off the top. Nana
steals Jameson’s Jacked Juice, leaving Bronson to take Open
The Gates for the pin at 6:44.

Rating:  C+.  Nothing  but  a  hoss  fight  here  and  that  is
something that will work most of the time. The Gates dominated
the Six Man Tag Team Title scene for so long that it makes
sense for them to be a successful two man team in their own
right. Then you have the Savages, who are as over the top as
you can get and it’s still entertaining, they aren’t likely to
be getting a big win in the near future. Still though, pretty
fun fight here.



Rohit Raju vs. Ethan Page

Raju jumps him to start but Page gets in a running shoulder. A
delayed running suplex plants Raju and the capture belly to
back suplex puts him down again. The Ego’s Edge is broken up
though and Raju hits some running shots in the corner. A big
boot cuts Raju right back off and it’s the slingshot cutter to
give Page the pin at 2:37.

Brian Cage vs. Metalik

Prince Nana is here with Cage. Metalik starts fast and sends
him outside but a dive is pulled out of the air. Back in and
Cage snaps off a kick to the head in the corner, followed by a
German suplex. There’s a 619 to drop Metalik again but a
missed charge sends Cage into the corner.

Metalik snaps off a springboard hurricanrana, followed by the
reverse Sling Blade. A big rope walk dive to the floor hits
Cage again and a Code Red gives Metalik two. The rope walk
Swanton misses though and Cage grabs a sitout powerbomb for
two. Cage Drill Claws him for the pin at 8:01.

Rating: B-. Pretty nice power vs. speed match here and as
usual, the formula worked well. What matters is getting Cage
back on track after the surprising title loss and it isn’t
like Metalik is going to be hurt by the loss. Cage has long
since needed to get away from the Gates and if this is the
start of that change, it is a good move for everyone involved.

Overall Rating: C. Within the last five weeks, Ring of Honor
has crowned a new World Champion, Tag Team Champions and Six
Man  Tag  Team  Champions.  None  of  them  (or  the  TV/Pure
Champions) were on this show, but I’m sure they’ll be on the
upcoming  AEW  shows.  In  other  words,  ROH  continues  to  be
nothing more than a plot device for AEW and that is not making
this show (the longest episode they’ve had in over a month)
any easier to watch.



As for this show, it was exactly what you should expect from
ROH: a bunch of mediocre to ok matches with so much stuff
taking place that very little gets to stand out because it’s
so  bogged  down  by  everything  else.  There  was  some  minor
storyline advancement, but as usual it takes either no time or
the better part of forever to get anywhere. I’m running out of
ways to make the same complaints every week but ROH keeps
doing the same annoying things, making this show less and less
interesting every single week.

Results
Josh Woods b. Brayden Erving – Tilt-A-Woods
Scorpio Sky b. Tony Nese – TKO
Gravity b. Lee Johnson – Top rope splash
Billie Starkz b. Lady Frost – Faceplant
Action Andretti/Darius Martin b. Outrunners – Double swinging
slam to Magnum
Leyla Hirsch b. Laynie Luck – Fujiwara armbar
Shane Taylor b. Jimmy Jacobs – Welcome To The Land
Dalton Castle/The Boys b. Ren Jones/Trenton Tormenta/Xavier
Walker – Knee to Tormenta’s back
Griff Garrison/Cole Karter b. The Infantry – Rollup with feet
on the ropes to Dean
Mercedes Martinez b. Allysin Kay – Fisherman’s buster
Gates Of Agony b. Iron Savages – Open The Gates to Bronson
Ethan Page b. Rohit Raju – Slingshot cutter
Brian Cage b. Metalik – Drill Claw
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my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
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Ring Of Honor – September 21,
2023:  That’s  Very  Ring  Of
Honor Of Them
Ring Of Honor
Date: September 21, 2023
Location: Bryce Jordan Center, State College, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

Things have gotten a lot more interesting around here as we
have a new Ring Of Honor World Champion in the form of Eddie
Kingston. The problem with that is it might not have much of
an impact on the show as not much happens around here, plus
the whole this show was taped before the title change. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Eddie Kingston opens the show and talks about what a great
champion Claudio Castagnoli is. He’s proud and happy but that
will change as soon as he gets back to the hotel and realizes
he has to defend the title. This is dedicated to Xavier, the
second Ring Of Honor World Champion and someone people don’t
remember.

Opening sequence.

Pure Rules Title: Nick Wayne vs. Katsuyori Shibata
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Wayne, who has never wrestled in ROH or had a Pure Rules
match, is challenging. They go to the mat with Shibata working
on a bodyscissors before switching over to the arm. It’s too
early for the PK so Shibata pulls him into an ankle lock,
sending Wayne to the ropes for the first time. They head
outside with Wayne being sent into the barricade for a running
boot to the face.

Back in and Shibata kicks him in the face a few times but
Wayne  fights  up  with  a  jumping  elbow.  There’s  a  shotgun
dropkick into the corner so Wayne can forearm away, setting up
a basement dropkick. Shibata isn’t having that and unloads in
the corner, setting up a suplex for two. The cobra twist goes
on but Wayne uses a second rope break, with the third being
used seconds later. Wayne gets in a shot of his own but
Wayne’s World is countered into the sleeper. The PK retains
the title at 9:17.

Rating: C+. Not a bad way to open the show, but as commentary
pointed out: it was Wayne’s first ROH match as well as his
first Pure Rules match. That makes the idea of him winning the
title more than a little hard to buy and Wayne felt like he
was in over his head. In other words, it felt like a match for
the sake of getting a title match on the show and that’s not a
great idea.

Lee Johnson is interrupted by Shane Taylor Promotions and Lee
Moriarty is ready for him tonight.

Diamante vs. Catie Brite

Diamante runs her over to start and fires off some elbows to
the chin. Brite gets a rollup out of the corner for two but
Diamante is back with a Cross Rhodes for the pin at 1:57. Not
much to see here.

The Infantry and Willie Mack are ready to win the Six Man Tag
Team Titles tonight.



Lee Johnson vs. Lee Moriarty

They fight over a lockup and wristlock to start until Moriarty
sends him into the corner for a shot to the face. Back up and
Johnson sends him outside but Moriarty stomps away on the way
back in. The seated abdominal stretch goes on but Johnson
fights up and makes the clothesline comeback. A Blue Thunder
Bomb gives Johnson two and a superkick into a frog splash gets
the  same.  Back  up  and  Moriarty  hits  a  dropkick  into  an
enziguri for the pin at 7:18.

Rating: C. Well Moriarty wasn’t going to lose so soon after
joining Shane Taylor Promotions so this was about getting him
in the ring and having him break a sweat. The good thing is
that Johnson did get in some offense so this wasn’t a squash.
Johnson continues to be a nice hand who needs a few wins to
establish himself as a bigger threat, but I’m not sure those
are going to come.

And now, Minion Training with Athena training Billie Starks
and Lexi Nair in tasks such as running the steps, giving her a
standing ovation and booing people don’t like. Nair is dubbed
the Minion Bestie, but Starkz still sucks. More funny stuff
here.

Trish Adora vs. Mercedes Martinez

Martinez grabs a headlock to start and takes Adora down, only
to have Adora escape without much trouble. A spinebuster gives
Martinez two and a forearm staggers Adora again. Martinez hits
a suplex for two more but Adora gets a suplex of her own.
That’s too much for Martinez, who hits a running knee into a
Hidden Blade into the Brass City Sleeper to make Adora tap at
4:39.

Rating: C. Almost a squash here as Martinez gets to look like
a monster again. She’s someone who could easily be slotted in
or a title shot and hopefully that comes sooner rather than
later. At the same time you have Adora, who has fallen pretty



far through the cracks. She felt like someone ready to move up
the ladder yet here she is instead, losing in less than five
minutes with so little offense. That’s kind of disappointing
but not everyone can can a push.

Women’s Title: Athena vs. Angelina Love

Athena, with Billie Starkz, is defending. They go with some
standing switches to start until Love takes her down into an
armbar. Athena breaks out and hits a basement Meteora but gets
dropped hard on the floor. Back in and Athena’s head gets
slammed onto the mat before they trade rollups for two each.
Love gets the better of things and pulls her into a chinlock
before taking it to the mat again to cut off a comeback
attempt.

Athena fights up again without much trouble, setting up a kick
to  the  face.  The  O  Face  is  broken  up  (partially  due  to
Starkz’s cheering) and the Botox Injection (pump kick) gives
Love two. Back up and Starkz offers a distraction, allowing
Athena  to  grab  an  over  the  shoulder  backbreaker  into  a
Codebreaker for the retaining pin at 6:21.

Rating: C+. Love is someone with enough of a history to hang
in there with Athena but this was still about Athena and
Starkz. That all but has to be the big match at Final Battle
but my goodness that’s a good ways off. For now though, Athena
gets  a  win  over  a  name  rather  than  devouring  another
nobody/midcarder.

Maria Kanellis-Bennett is ready for Griff Garrison and Cole
Karter’s first match as a team. Garrison already doesn’t seem
confident.

Leyla Hirsch/Renegades vs. Willow Nightingale/Skye Blue/Kiera
Hogan

Hogan hurricanranas Robyn out of the corner and it’s off to
Blue for a basement superkick. Charlette comes in to take over



on Blue and grab a chinlock before Leyla tags herself in for
some German suplexes. Blue manages to come back with another
kick and it’s Nightingale coming in to clean house. A double
suplex drops the Renegades for two as everything breaks down.
Hogan  kicks  Robyn  in  the  head  and  grabs  a  neckbreaker.
Everyone  else  heads  outside  and  it’s  Code  Blue  to  finish
Charlette at 7:11.

Rating: B-. This was the fun six person tag and that’s what
they were trying to do here. Nightingale and Blue are good for
a  spot  like  this  and  Hogan  has  grown  quite  a  bit.
Unfortunately the Renegades have fallen through the floor in
recent weeks after a rather promising start. Hirsch is someone
else who should be given a chance and could have a spot with
that style but instead she’s here filling in a three woman
team.

Tony Nese and the Spanish Announce Project are ready for their
debut as a team. If they win, Nese will give them free group
training. They aren’t impressed.

Ethan Page vs. VSK

They trade headlocks to start until VSK has to go to the eyes
to escape. The Ego’s Edge is broken up and VSK fires off some
strikes. Page catches him in a kind of cobra clutch belly to
back suplex, setting up a slingshot cutter for the pin at
2:11. Not much here but Page is someone worth pushing around
here.

Tony  Nese/Spanish  Announce  Project  vs.  El  Hijo  del
Vikingo/Gravity/Metalik

Well that’s kind of one sided. Mark Sterling introduces Nese
for his usual stuff, though he does mock the local college
football team. Serpentico and Metalik turn up the speed to
start  with  Metalik  grabbing  a  tilt-a-whirl  backbreaker.
Angelico comes in and gets flipped over by Gravity but it’s
too early for the dive.



Instead  Vikingo  springboards  in  to  take  over  on  Nese,
including  a  missile  dropkick.  Vikingo  loads  up  the  big
springboard dive but lands HARD on his hip and oh yeah that’s
going to be a problem. Metalik and Gravity hit their own big
flip dives before Metalik takes Nese back inside for a running
knee. Nese dropkicks him down though and slap tags Angelico
in, which doesn’t seem to go well.

A legdrop keeps Metalik in trouble as Vikingo is nowhere to be
seen. Metalik’s sunset bomb gets him out of trouble and the
hot tag brings Gravity back in to clean house. Everything
breaks down and Metalik powerbombs Serpentico for two with
Nese making the save. Nese goes for Gravity’s mask but that’s
too far for Serpentico and Angelico, who walk out instead.
That leaves Metalik to come in with the rope walk Swanton for
the pin on Nese at 8:32.

Rating: B-. Another entertaining match here, Vikingo injury
aside. That is the kind of thing that is going to happen at
some point as Vikingo’s style is so high risk in the first
place. Then you have Nese going too far and annoying his
already not so interested partners. Sometimes it’s nice to see
a villain get what is coming to them and that is what they did
here.

Ethan Page is glad to have a bit of a winning streak around
here and talks about how great it was to challenge for the
World Title in his hometown. It’s been downhill from there
though  and  now  it’s  time  to  rebuild  himself  around  here
because this is the place for competition. This is a Page I
could see going somewhere and that’s a good thing.

Griff Garrison/Cole Karter vs. Action Andretti/Darius Martin

Maria  Kanellis-Bennett  is  here  with  Garrison  and  Karter.
Martin armdrags Martin to start before it’s off to Garrison to
grapple it out with Andretti. Martin comes back in for a top
rope double stomp to the back of the head but Maria offers a



distraction so Garrison can score with a big boot.

Garrison doesn’t like that interference and doesn’t like her
choking on the ropes any more. It’s back to Martin to pick up
the pace, including a double handspring elbow. Karter grabs a
rollup and puts feet on the ropes, which is broken up by
Garrison. Maria and Garrison yell at each other so Andretti
dives  onto  Garrison.  Martin’s  suplex  sets  up  Andretti’s
springboard 450 to finish Karter at 4:52.

Rating: C. I’m really not sure I get this Maria story. She’s
an  experienced  and  successful  manager  who  is  billed  as  a
mastermind but she picks these two goofs to be her army to
protect  the  Kingdom,  who  aren’t  even  on  this  show.  I’m
assuming the story is she can make anyone good, but if she’s
that talented, why not just give her an established team. LIKE
THE KINGDOM?

Post match Garrison shows respect but Karter isn’t having that
and makes him leave.

Six Man Tag Team Titles: Mogul Embassy vs. Infantry/Willie
Mack

The Embassy, with Prince Nana, is defending. Kaun shoulders
Dean down to start but Dean snaps off a dropkick so Bravo can
come in for a wishbone. Toa comes in to miss a charge in the
corner but runs Bravo over with a shoulder. It’s back to Kaun
for some rolling suplexes and an early near fall.

Cage hits the clotheslines in the corner but Bravo gets over
to Mack to take over. The swinging slam puts Cage down and
there’s a running boot in the corner. That doesn’t work for
Cage,  who  suplexes  Mack  down  in  quite  the  power  display.
Everything breaks down and the Infantry kicks away at Toa,
leaving Mack to hit his frog splash for two on Cage. That’s
broken up and Open The Gates finishes Mack at 9:26.

Rating: B-. They had another fast paced match here but this



was the latest case of a three man team being put together
over a few weeks and then losing to the champs. The Embassy
has been built up as being almost unbeatable and that makes
for some less than dramatic title matches. Granted that might
change with the Young Bucks and Hangman Page coming for the
belts, but for now it’s just pretty good action without much
drama.

Overall Rating: C+. This was a great example of Ring Of Honor
in a nutshell. Yes there was good action and the wrestling was
good enough to work, but it’s another hour and forty five
minute show with a lot of things being lost in the shuffle.
There  were  ten  matches  on  this  show  and  you  could  have
probably cut almost half of them without missing much. Even
the title matches, which are nice to have around, were just
kind of there for the sake of having them included, as Wayne,
Love and the Infantry/Mack didn’t feel like viable challenges.
The wrestling carried it again, but this show is just not very
fun most of the time.

Results
Katsuyori Shibata b. Nick Wayne – PK
Diamante b. Catie Brite – Cross Rhodes
Lee Moriarty b. Lee Johnson – Enziguri
Mercedes Martinez b. Trish Adora – Brass City Sleeper
Athena b. Angelina Love – Spinning facebuster
Willow  Nightingale/Skye  Blue/Kiera  Hogan  b.  Renegades/Leyla
Hirsch – Code Blue to Charlette
Ethan Page b. VSK – Slingshot cutter
El  Hijo  del  Vikingo/Metalik/Gravity  b.  Tony  Nese/Spanish
Announce Project – Rope walk Swanton to Nese
Action Andretti/Darius Martin b. Cole Karter/Griff Garrison –
Springboard 450 to Karter
Mogul Embassy b. Infantry/Willie Mack – Open The Gates to Mack
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Ring Of Honor – September 14,
2023: Hope Spots?
Ring Of Honor
Date: September 14, 2023
Location: Rocket Mortgage Fieldhouse, Cleveland, Ohio
Commentators: Ian Riccaboni, Caprice Coleman

Ring of Honor continues to be in a weird place as the top
titles,  meaning  the  World  and  Tag  Team  Titles,  are  being
defended in AEW (at least the important title defenses), with
the Tag Team Champions not having actually appeared here since
winning the titles. I’m not sure if they ever will, but maybe
we can get something from Claudio Castagnoli this week. Let’s
get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Ring Of Honor World Title: Claudio Castagnoli vs. Rocky Romero
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Castagnoli is defending. They go with the grappling to start
with Castagnoli cranking on the arm. Romero slips out of that
and snaps off a hurricanrana to send Castagnoli outside. The
big dive is cut off by an uppercut and a gorilla press snake
eyes has Romero in more trouble. We hit the armbar until
Romero fights up, earning himself a Swing for two. A suplex is
countered and Romero snaps off another hurricanrana to put
Castagnoli down.

Romero hits a tornado DDT into a 619 into a standing Sliced
Bread ford two. Castagnoli powers him up into a backbreaker
for two before firing off forearms in the corner. A hard
lariat gives Castagnoli two but Romero backslides him for the
same. An enziguri staggers Castagnoli but he nails a hard
uppercut to retain the title at 10:36.

Rating: B-. This picked up near the end and it’s nice to have
the World Champion in action on the show. At the same time,
this was an ice cold match coming in and commentary spent a
good  chunk  of  the  match  hyping  up  Castagnoli  vs.  Eddie
Kingston at Grand Slam. This would have been a good choice for
a Proving Ground match with Romero lasting the time limit, as
they really do need to have one of those go the distance at
some point.

Outrunners/Kevin Ku vs. Infantry/Willie Mack

Mack and Ku start things off with Mack shrugging off a chop
and  grabbing  a  running  hurricanrana.  Dean  comes  in  for  a
bulldog/flapjack  combination  to  Ku  so  it’s  off  to  Floyd.
Everything breaks down and Dean hits the big flip dive onto
all three villains. Back in and some double teaming puts Dean
down and we hit the double arm crank. Stomping ensues and Dean
is sent outside so Floyd can dance a bit. The villains take so
long  posing  that  Dean  brings  Bravo  in  to  clean  house.  A
twisting DDT drops Floyd as everything breaks down. Mack slugs
it out with Ku and it’s the Stunner into Boot Camp to finish
Ku at 8:00.



Rating: C. Odds are the Infantry and Mack are going to be the
next  serious  challengers  for  the  Trios  Titles  and  I’ll
certainly take a team getting some wins to build them up for
the  shot.  The  Outrunners  and  Ku  aren’t  the  highest  level
challengers, but at least they’re opponents losing to the
Infantry and Mack, who certainly need the wins.

Ethan Page is here and wants to regain his competitive edge.
He’s here to prove himself to the fans.

Mercedes Martinez vs. Zoey Lynn

Lynn grabs the wristlock to start but Martinez knocks her into
the corner for the stomping. A rather delayed brainbuster gets
two on Lynn but she avoids a charge in the corner. Lynn scores
with some kicks but charges into a spinebuster. Martinez pulls
her up at two and hits a running forearm to the back of the
head. The Brass City Sleeper finishes Lynn at 5:21.

Rating:  C.  This  was  just  shy  of  an  extended  squash  for
Martinez, though Lynn did get in a few shots of her own.
Martinez continues to be someone who could be moved up the
card in a hurry but instead she’s here winning matches like
this one. The good thing is she could be moved up at any time,
but at some point that elevation has to happen.

Gates Of Agony vs. Cole Radrick/Matt Brannigan

Prince Nana is here with the Gates and it’s Kaun running
Brannigan over to start. Radrick gets taken out on the floor
and it’s a Backstabber into a Samoan Drop. Open The Gates
connects but Radrick tries to make a save. That earns him a
drop onto Brannigan and it’s a double pin at 1:46. Total
destruction.

Video on the history of Athena and Billie Starkz. This is
still probably the most interesting thing on the show.

Starkz is officially served her Minion To Do List, including



items like a tongue twister and finding a single banana. Lexi
Nair warns her that bad things will happen if the tasks aren’t
completed and gives her an MIT (Minion In Training) shirt.
Starkz is off to work.

Christopher Daniels vs. Darius Martin

Feeling  out  process  to  start  with  Daniels’  headlock  not
getting him very far. Martin gets whipped hard into the corner
for a running forearm into a Side Effect for two. They fight
over a suplex until Daniels drapes him over the top rope for a
middle rope shot to the neck. The chinlock goes on for a bit,
followed by a clothesline to stay on said neck. Martin fights
up  with  an  atomic  drop  and  a  kick  to  the  face.  A  high
crossbody gives Martin two but Daniels pulls him into the Koji
Clutch. Martin rolls out and escapes the Angel’s Wings as
well, setting up a rollup to pin Daniels at 5:59.

Rating: C+. This match had a story with Daniels working on the
neck and then trying a neck submission. It might not be an
epic story or anything close to one, but I’ll take a basic
story being done well enough over a story that is way too
complicated and doesn’t work out. Daniels can still go in the
ring, but these losses almost have to start going somewhere
eventually.

Post match Daniels endorses Martin in a nice moment.

Shane Taylor vs. Lee Johnson

Taylor, the hometown boy, gets a heck of a reaction. Johnson
scores with a single right hand to start and Taylor just
glares at him. A sunset flip doesn’t work either and Taylor
punches him into the corner. The tosses out of the corner have
Johnson in even more trouble and they head outside.

That  goes  nowhere  so  they  head  back  inside  with  Taylor
dropping him again for two. The neck crank goes on as Johnson
is in even more trouble. One heck of a chop puts Johnson down



again and a release Rock Bottom gets two more. Some running
clotheslines stagger Taylor and a running DDT gives Johnson
two of his own. Cue Lee Moriarty for a distraction though and
a package piledriver finishes Johnson at 8:22.

Rating: C. Johnson got about as much out of a series of right
hands and a DDT as you could get here and that wasn’t the most
thrilling  match.  At  the  end  of  the  day,  Taylor  has  been
presented as a monster in recent weeks (save for the match
with Samoa Joe) and he wasn’t about to lose here. Not a bad
match, but Johnson could have varied up his offense a good
bit.

Post match Moriarty shakes Taylor’s hand and Taylor seems to
have a new associate.

Lady Frost vs. Willow Nightingale

Nightingale kicks her in the face and gets two off a slam to
start. Another kick misses though and Frost cartwheels over
her for a kick to the face of her own. Nightingale gets
knocked out of the corner, setting up some running shoulders
to the ribs. Frost grabs the chinlock but Nightingale fights
up and hits the Pounce. Some clotheslines give Nightingale two
but Frost hits a spinning kick to the face. A moonsault gives
Frost  two,  only  to  have  Nightingale  come  back  with  the
spinebuster. The Babe With The Powerbomb finishes Frost at
5:16.

Rating: C. Frost is someone with a rather specific gimmick but
she has enough skill in the ring to back it up. If nothing
else, that moonsault looks good enough to carry her a pretty
long way (even if she needs to work on the accuracy). For now
though, Nightingale almost has to be on the shows to bring up
our spirits that much more as she is the most delightful thing
I’ve seen in years.

Shane Taylor confirms that Lee Moriarty is officially on the
team.



Josh Woods vs. Dominic Garrini

Woods immediately takes him to the mat for an armbar but
Garrini grapples his way into one of his own. A rollup gives
Woods two and they’re back up for a standoff. They fight over
a gutwrench and then a wristlock until Woods starts snapping
off suplexes. The Anarchist suplex finishes Garrini at 2:58.

Griff Garrison vs. Ethan Page

They fight over wrist control to start until Garrison actually
runs him over with a shoulder. Page is back with an elbow to
the face as Cole Karter and Maria Kanellis-Bennett are here to
watch from the stage. Garrison avoids a charge in the corner
and drops Page again, setting up a knee drop for two. Back up
and Page hits a running clothesline into a running powerslam
for two of his own. The Ego’s Edge is broken up and Garrison
hits a heck of a forearm for two more. A kick to the face
staggers Garrison though and a springboard cutter finishes For
Page at 4:22.

Rating: C+. The more I see of Page, the more he’s growing on
me, especially with that stupid contract storyline seemingly
behind him. There’s a certain charisma to him and it’s making
him that much easier to watch. The Maria stuff…my goodness do
something with it with someone who matters already. Like Page
maybe.

Post match Maria seems to smile at Page. So there we go.
Maybe.

Workhorsemen vs. The Boys

The Boys avoid being sent into each other to start and Brandon
takes Henry down for an early two. Henry’s missed charge sends
him to the floor but Brandon charges into a sneaky right hand
from Drake. Back in and the Workhorsemen take Brandon into the
corner  to  take  turns  with  the  beating,  including  Henry’s
abdominal  stretch.  Drake’s  assist  gets  caught  though  and



Brandon’s small package….is missed, allowing Henry to kick out
after about five seconds.

Brandon slips out of a suplex but Henry is right there to cut
off the tag again. A missed clothesline allows for the hot tag
to Brent though and the pace picks way up. Everything breaks
down  and  Brent  is  sent  into  a  right  hand  from  Henry.  A
superkick sets up a top rope double stomp to give Henry the
pin at 5:32.

Rating: C+. The power (at least of Drake) vs. speed formula
continues to be about as basic of a way to go in wrestling as
you can find and it also continues to work. The Workhorsemen
are still on this show almost every week but them winning is
certainly new. It gives them a bit more status and that could
be helpful down the line.

Maria Kanellis-Bennett tells Griff Garrison that she told him
so and he might need some friends. Cole Karter comes in to
make a pearl necklace joke, with Maria saying look it up.
Lexi: “Don’t look that up.”

Tony Nese vs. AR Fox

Nese (with Mark Sterling), fat insults, group training, Fox
interrupts so we can start. They trade headlocks to start and
Nese grabs a rollup with tights (er, pants) for two. Fox kicks
him in various places and gets in some jumping jacks for a
little insult. Is it an insult when that’s what Nese wanted
him to do?

Anyway  Fox  hits  a  running  clothesline  into  the  corner,
followed by a basement dropkick. Back up and Nese hits a
running clothesline for two of his own, allowing Sterling to
get in a cheap shot from the floor. Fox gets powered into the
corner but blocks a superplex attempt. A super sunset flip
doesn’t work for Fox as Nese rolls through and kicks him in
the head.



Nese  grabs  a  bodyscissors  but  Fox  gets  up  and  sends  him
outside. A hanging DDT gives Fox two on the way back inside
and they forearm it out. Fox’s twisting brainbuster into a
Stunner sets up a cutter for two more but Nese snaps off a
German suplex. The running Nese misses as well though and Fox
hits Lo Mein Pain for the pin at 9:24.

Rating: B-. It was a competitive back and forth match and that
made it so much more interesting. Neither guy is on fire at
the moment but Fox seems to be getting a bit of a build.
Granted it only means so much when Nese has lost time after
time, but any kind of a win for Fox, especially in a main
event, is better than nothing.

Overall Rating: C+. The important part of this show was the
fact that it felt as if more things were happening. They were
happening at a rather slow pace, but it felt like there were
fewer unimportant matches on the show. It’s still a mostly
skippable show, but I’ll take some positive adjustments where
I can get them. Now just shorten the show and cut some of the
matches and it’s that much better. For now though, not a bad
show this week.

Results
Claudio Castagnoli b. Rocky Romero – Uppercut
Infantry/Willie Mack b. Outrunners/Kevin Ku – Boot Camp to Ku
Mercedes Martinez b. Zoey Lynn – Brass City Sleeper
Gates Of Agony b. Cole Radrick/Matt Brannigan – Double pin
Darius Martin b. Christopher Daniels – Rollup
Shane Taylor b. Lee Johnson – Package piledriver
Willow Nightingale b. Lady Frost – Babe With The Powerbomb
Josh Woods b. Dominic Garrini – Anarchist suplex
Ethan Page b. Griff Garrison – Springboard cutter
Workhorsemen b. The Boys – Top rope double stomp to Brent

 

 



Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Rampage  –  August  18,  2023:
It’s The Rampage Way
Rampage
Date: August 18, 2023
Location: Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone

We are less than ten days away from All In and the show is
really starting to come together. There was a lot of stuff
advanced on Dynamite and there is a good chance that the same
thing will take place on Collision. That being said, they need
to do something with this show and that can be a tricky
situation. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Rey Fenix vs. Komander
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They go tot he mat to start and exchange some rollups, with
Komander  getting  the  better  of  things  but  not  quite  well
enough. Back up and Komander flips over a monkey flip attempt,
giving us another standoff. Fenix sends him to the apron and
kicks away before missing the rope walk kick to the head. This
time it’s Fenix being sent outside for the big flip dive so
Komander loads up the rope walk, only to have Fenix get back
in.

That leaves Fenix to just jump back down, leaving Fenix to hit
a double springboard double stomp for two. We take a break and
come back with Fenix striking away until Komander snaps off a
headscissors. Fenix’s superkick rocks Komander again but he
spikes Fenix with a hurricanrana for two. A rolling cutter
gives Fenix two and there’s the rope walk kick to the head for
two more.

Komander’s crucifix bomb gets the same but Fenix hits one heck
of a spinning kick to the head for the double knockdown.
Another kick sends Komander outside but he’s back up to shove
Fenix down. A springboard Canadian Destroyer plants Fenix and
the  rope  walk  shooting  star  gives  Komander  two.  Komander
misses a 450 and the Black Fire Driver gives Fenix two (nice
fake out there). With nothing else working, Fenix chops him
down in the corner and hits a spinning Muscle buster driver
for the pin at 13:00.

Rating: B. This was a fun one as you had two people out there
doing their flying all over the place and it made for a heck
of a fight. Sometimes you need to just let people go out there
and let it all hang out for awhile and that is what they did
here. Very fun match and by far the best Komander singles
match so far in AEW.

Claudio Castagnoli and Jon Moxley aren’t happy in the back.

Britt Baker was at the first All In and it would be a great
moment for her to win the title again at the second one.



QT Marshall is the new AAA Latin American Champion.

Johnny TV (with dog) congratulates Marshall on his title win.

Ring Of Honor Tag Team Titles: Brother Zay/Ethan Page vs.
Aussie Open

The Aussies are defending and double team Zay down to start
without much trouble. A hurricanrana puts Fletcher down but
Davis is right there to cut him off. Zay enziguris his way to
freedom and hands it off to Page for the house cleaning. The
champs are knocked to the floor and Zay hits the huge flip
dive,  setting  up  a  powerslam  for  two  on  Fletcher  inside.
Everything breaks down and the Aussies ram them into each
other as we take a break.

Back with Page hitting a brainbuster on Fletcher, allowing the
tag back to Zay. A springboard moonsault drops Fletcher on the
floor as everything breaks down. Zay’s Swanton hits raised
knees though and it’s a superkick into a kick to the face. The
elevated middle rope cutter gives Fletcher two and the stereo
clotheslines hit Zay. The Coriolis finishes Zay at 9:21.

Rating: C+. It’s a good idea to give the Aussies a win as they
are on the way to a huge match in London and could use the
boost. The Aussies are a heck of a team, but they haven’t
exactly gotten a huge push on AEW TV. Boost them up as fast as
they can, even if they might be losing the titles next week.

Post match the Aussies promise to keep the titles at All In
because they’re that awesome.

The Righteous (from Ring Of Honor) are coming.

The Hardys want the Ring Of Honor Tag Team Titles so they’ll
be challenging on Dynamite. So you lose to the Bucks and get a
title shot?

Sammy Guevara vs. Jon Cruz



Sammy shoulders him down to start and then flips over a charge
into a dropkick. Cruz is sent outside for the big flip dive,
setting up the GTH for the pin at 1:34. Total squash.

Video on Nyla Rose.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

Video on the All In Women’s Title match.

Outcasts vs. Hikaru Shida/Skye Blue

Saraya is the outcast Outcast. The outcasts jump them to start
but Blue knees Soho in the face. We settle down to Blue
getting double teamed in the corner but Shida comes in for a
failed save attempt. The hip attack sends Blue outside and we
take a break. Back with Blue kicking her way to freedom so
Shida can come in and clean house. Blue gets sent flying with
a suplex and everyone is down for a breather.

Everything breaks down again and Saraya gets in the spray
paint to blind Blue. The hip attack gets two with Shida making
the save and then unloading on Storm. Saraya grabs Shida from
the floor, allowing Storm to kick her in the face. Blue is
back in for the save and No Future is countered into a rollup
to give Shida the pin at 10:06.

Rating: C+. This was fine enough and gave Shida the win over
someone not in the title match on the way to Wembley. That’s
about all you can ask for out of something like this as they
need to keep Shida strong with multiple challengers coming up.
At the very least, it’s nice to see the spray paint fail, as
that has been done to death in Outcasts matches.

Post match the brawl is on again, with Britt Baker running
down to join in. Security tries to break it up to end the
show.

Overall Rating: B-. Pretty solid show here, even if it was
just there for the sake of building up some matches on the way



to All In. That’s Rampage in a nutshell: the action is going
to carry the whole thing, because there isn’t much here in the
way of storytelling. They still get it done in an hour though
and that makes it a rather easy watch most of the time,
including tonight.

Results
Rey Fenix b. Spinning Muscle Buster driver
Aussie Open b. Brother Zay/Ethan Page – Coriolis to Zay
Sammy Guevara b. Jon Cruz – GTH
Hikaru Shida/Skye Blue b. Outcasts – Rollup to Soho

 

 

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/B00E6282W6
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Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

 

Dynamite – August 16, 2023:
Where Do I Start?
Dynamite
Date: August 16, 2023
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Location: Bridgestone Arena, Nashville, Tennessee
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Taz

It’s another special show with Fight For The Fallen, with
proceeds going towards a Hawaii food bank helping with the
fallout from the wildfires. There’s not a thing wrong with
that and it’s great that AEW is doing something. Other than
that, we are eleven days away from All In and we might get
some more announcements for the show tonight. Let’s get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

International Title: Orange Cassidy vs. Wheeler Yuta

Cassidy is defending against his former student. Feeling out
process to start and they slug it out with neither getting
very far. They trade belly to back suplexes and then kick each
other down. Cassidy is sent to the floor and gets taken down
with a dive but he reverses a suplex into one of his own. Yuta
piledrives him on the ram and Cassidy rolls back towards the
ring. Back in and a quick Beach Break gives Cassidy two as we
take a break.

We come back with Yuta working on the hand but he has to catch
Cassidy on top. The top rope superplex sends Cassidy crashing
back down and a top rope splash gives Yuta two more. Cassidy
is back up with a Michinoku Driver into a PK but here is the
rest of the Blackpool Combat Club to offer a distraction. A
fake out lets Cassidy hit his own double arm Paradigm Shift,
setting up the Orange Punch. Cassidy can’t cover so Yuta gets
the Seatbelt for two, only to have Cassidy roll him up for the
pin at 11:50.

Rating: C+. This was in fact an Orange Cassidy match, and that
has been the case for a long time now. Cassidy is all banged
up and injured but manages to do all of his stuff and win in
the end. Yuta wasn’t feeling like much of a threat to the
title in the first place, but it then went with as “we’ve seen
this already” ending it could have had.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/08/12/collision-august-12-2023-thats-how-it-should-be/


Post match the beatdown is on but the Best Friends, and then
the Lucha Bros, make the save. The Club grab chairs but Eddie
Kingston is back to go after Claudio Castagnoli. That’s enough
for the Club to run off, leaving Kingston to issue a challenge
for Wembley Stadium in a Stadium Stampede match.

We get a sitdown interview with Jim Ross talking to Kenny
Omega. It turns out that Don Callis was friends with Omega’s
uncle and helped him get whatever he wanted…and here is Callis
for a distraction. Bullet Club Gold and Konosuke Takeshita
jump Omega from behind and the big beatdown is on. That should
set up another pay per view match, though hopefully JR can get
some sleep before then. He looked incredibly rough here.

Omega was taken to a hospital, where Hangman Page was waiting.
Page wants to finish this at All In, though here is a security
guard to tell Page he can’t drink a beer here. That’s fine
with Page, who downs it.

Here is Don Callis, with another painting under a blanket, to
get Chris Jericho’s answer. Cue Jericho to give his answer,
and while he’s the one who starts factions…..he’ll join the
Don Callis family! Callis is stunned and happy so let’s go
celebrate.  Jericho  wants  to  see  the  picture  though,  with
Callis getting nervous. The blanket comes off, and it’s a
painting of Callis holding Jericho’s decapitated head.

Callis backpedals really fast and tries to talk his way out of
it but Jericho says just tell him the truth. It’s true that
Callis  didn’t  expect  Jericho  to  say  yes….because  of  his
massive ego. Callis goes on a rant about how Jericho has the
biggest ego ever but Jericho says Callis is a nobody who
wasn’t in wrestling a few years ago. Callis slaps him and here
is Konosuke Takeshita to go after Jericho. Cue Will Ospreay to
jump Jericho as well and the big beatdown is on, with Jericho
being busted open. The painting is broken over Jericho’s head
but here is Sammy Guevara with a baseball bad for the save.



Jack Perry is going to retire the FTW Title next week.

Gates Of Agony vs. Darby Allin/Nick Wayne

The Gates jump them from behind to start fast and the beatdown
is on outside. We take an early break and come back with Allin
getting the hot tag to roll Kaun up for two as the Mogul
Embassy is watching from the ramp. Everything breaks down and
Wayne takes Kaun down before diving onto Toa at ringside.
Allin adds the Coffin Drop to finish Kaun at 6:26.

Rating: C. So after the Gates start winning some matches, they
go right back down here to Allin and Wayne, who aren’t the
most experienced team. Allin winning a match is fine enough
but it’s another match that runs about six minutes and has a
break in the middle. I’m sure it’s a television deal, but my
goodness it gets old fast.

Post match Sting pops up on screen to say we’re coming up on
the  biggest  show  in  AEW  history.  It  seems  that  he  has
kidnapped Prince Nana and says it’s showtime as the Embassy
goes to the back. Sting screams at Nana and he runs off. This
was wacky Sting and that’s a great thing.

Adam Cole and MJF go to Outback Steakhouse to plan for Aussie
Open. After eating, MJF knows they’re done because that was
the best food he’s ever had so how can they beat an Aussie
team? Later, at the arena, Cole has a DVD of Crocodile Dundee
1 and 2. MJF has a better idea: kangaroo fighting style! Cole
isn’t convinced, so they put on Australian hats (and accents,
ala  Steve  Irwin)  and  double  clothesline  a  guy  holding  an
inflatable crocodile.

Then Tony Khan summons them into his office (Thunder Rosa not
included)  and  yells  about  hitting  double  clotheslines
backstage. Leave it to the ring. The team leaves and MJF says
Khan will regret that come contract time. Khan comes out and
yells some more, but MJF is suddenly cool with him. Was that
TK “responding” to people who say he doesn’t have a backbone



after  the  Punk  ordeals?  Either  way,  this  whole  thing  was
hilarious. Again. They absolutely have something great with
these two and I want to see a lot more.

MJF and Cole arrive in MJF’s car and head inside, leaving
Roderick Strong to limp up and kick the tire, hurting himself
in the process of course.

Here are MJF and Cole for a chat. They’re ready for All In but
first they have to win the Ring Of Honor Tag Team Titles. MJF:
“WITH THE KANGAROO KICK!” Cole talks about how important the
World Title match will be, because it’s all about solidifying
his legacy here in AEW. Not just by being in it, but by
winning it. MJF doesn’t buy it and has a story of his own.

When he first got into the wrestling world, he was told to
write down his dream opponents. He wrote down Cody Rhodes and
Adam Cole. Then he had been working so hard to get ahead on
the independent circuit, when he heard about a special show
called All In. He messaged Cody Rhodes and somehow got a spot
in the opening match, despite having no business being on.

It was enough to get him a contract with AEW, so without All
In, there wouldn’t be an MJF. He has worked his way to the top
and now he is going to be facing his best friend in the
biggest show ever. Now all that matters is the World Title,
because he has given everything to earn it. He’ll win because
no one is on his level, so Cole says may the best man win. MJF
says he will, because he’s better than Cole, even if Cole
disagrees.

Cue Aussie Open to jump them from being before quickly being
dispatched. Cole teases a superkick to MJF but then stands
up…with MJF having seen him crouched. They hug anyway. This
was a really good segment and did a lot to make the title
match feel a heck of a lot more important.

Chris Jericho is getting cleaned up before saying this match
with Will Ospreay (which is apparently happening) has been



ready since 2021 and would have happened without the pandemic.
Ospreay doesn’t know what he’s getting into because the Ocho
is coming for him. So the British fans are supposed to book
the  incredibly  athletic  British  wrestler  in  front  of  the
biggest crowd in British wrestling history. Got it.

Jeff Hardy vs. Jeff Jarrett

Texas Chainsaw Massacre Death Match (tie-in with a video game
release) and you can only win by pinfall. Hardy goes through
the crowd and into the back to start, where Satnam Jarrett and
Satnam Singh (I believe dressed like someone from the movie)
jumps him. Ethan Page, Brother Zay and Matt Hardy make the
save and pour something on Jarrett (Jeff and Karen). The two
of them stagger through a dimly lit hallway as we take a
break.

Back with the fight still going on in the back with Jeff Hardy
diving onto the Jarretts and company. They fight into the
arena (with about ten people involved) and Jeff Hardy Swantons
him through a table for two with Jay Lethal making the save.
The guitar is taken away from Jarrett and cracked over his
head  but  cue  Leatherface  with  a  chainsaw.  Singh  can’t
chokebomb Jeff Hardy but Lethal is back in with a hammer to
Jeff Hardy’s head. The chokeslam lets Jarrett get the pin at
9:56.

Rating: D+. I don’t even begin to know where to go on this,
but at the end of the day, I can accept that AEW was given a
big check to do something with the game and this is the best
they  could  do.  Fair  enough  and  the  match  was  certainly
memorable, even if it was for the bad reasons. That being
said, Jarrett winning here is uh, a bit strange I would say.

And yes, Jarrett does get a special belt for winning.

Women’s  Title  #1  Contenders  Tournament  First  Round:  Britt
Baker vs. The Bunny



The winner is in the Women’s Title match at All In. Baker
grabs a rollup to start but it’s too early for the Lockjaw.
Instead Baker misses a stomp, allowing Bunny to miss Down The
Rabbit Hole. Bunny sends her into the Corner and we take a
break. Back with Baker hitting a Sling Blade and getting two
off a rollup. That’s enough for Baker, who hits the Stomp for
the pin at 7:36.

Rating: C-. Baker is getting weaker and weaker week to week
and there isn’t much of a way to hide it anymore. It didn’t
help that there was almost no reason to believe Bunny had a
chance in this, especially after just coming back from an
injury. Not a good match here, but at least they went with the
only logical option.

All In rundown.

Acclaimed vs. ???/???

Hold on though as the lights go out before the bell and come
up to reveal the House Of Black. The big beatdown is on and
Caster is left busted open. The House walks off with Billy
Gunn’s boots. No match.

The Gunns vs. Young Bucks

The Bucks jump them during the entrance and the fight heads
down to the ring for the opening bell. A double dropkick sends
the Gunns to the floor for the dives but the Gunns take over
on Matt. Back in and a knee lift into a lariat gives Austin
two and we take a break. We come back Matt getting hit with a
dropkick for two but managing to roll over both of them for
the hot tag.

Nick hits the slingshot X Factor and the apron moonsault. An
assisted  standing  Sliced  Bread  drops  Austin  but  the  BTE
Trigger is broken up. 3:10 To Yuma connects but Nick dives in
with a top rope double stomp for the save. The Gunns try an
assisted rollup but the Bucks break it up and use one of their



own to pin Colten at 9:25.

Rating: C+. The Bucks did their high flying and get a win to
give them some momentum on the way to the FTR match. That’s
all you really need for them to do here but at least the Gunns
are starting to figure out their thing. They’re a midcard heel
team and work well together, which is a valuable role to fill.

Post match Bullet Club Gold runs in to help with the beatdown
on the Bucks but FTR make the save. FTR teases taking out the
Bucks but don’t do it to end the show (worked better when Cole
and MJF did it earlier tonight).

Overall Rating: B-. This was a weird show for AEW as the
wrestling was decent to mostly not that good for the most
part. Instead, this was FAR more about the storyline stuff and
building  up  the  matches  for  All  In  and  beyond.  That  is
something AEW needed and the parts that worked here were very,
very good. There were some weak parts to go with it though,
and that dragged some of the positives back down. Overall, All
In got a heck of a build here and while not all of it was
great, it’s what the show was needing.

Results
Orange Cassidy b. Wheeler Yuta – Rollup
Darby Allin/Nick Wayne b. Gates of Agony – Coffin Drop to Kaun
Jeff Jarrett b. Jeff Hardy – Chokeslam from Satnam Singh
Britt Baker b. The Bunny – Stomp
Young Bucks b. The Gunns – Assisted rollup to Colten
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Rampage  –  August  4,  2023:
Violence For Violence’s Sake
Rampage
Date: August 4, 2023
Location: Yuengling Center, Tampa, Florida
Commentators: Excalibur, Taz, Chris Jericho

Rampage is in a weird place as it has become something of a
short bridge between Dynamite and Collision. There is usually
one important match on the show though and in this case it is
going to be a fight that takes place in a parking lot. I’m not
sure what else that is going to leave but hopefully it works.
Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Hardys/Keith Lee vs. Kip Sabian/Butcher and the Blade

This is fallout from Royal Rampage. Ethan Page/Brother Zay are
here with the Hardys/Lee while the Bunny is with the villains.
Sabian shoulders Jeff down to start but Jeff is right back in
to work on the arm. Matt comes in for a splash in the corner
but gets dragged into the wrong corner so Blade can chop away.
A Side Effect gets Matt out of trouble and he does his ten
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buckle rams in the corner. Jeff comes back in but gets pulled
outside for a double teaming from the weird team of Blade and
Sabian.

We take a break and come back with Jeff getting beaten up even
more, but a jawbreaker gets him out of trouble. The big tag
brings in Lee to clean house, including throwing everyone
around at the same time. Sabian is thrown at his partners to
take both of them out before everything breaks down. Lee’s big
spinebuster plants Sabian and Jeff adds the Swanton for the
pin at 8:53.

Rating: C+. Perfectly fine six man tag here and it worked out
well. Lee getting to be the battering ram that gets the tag at
the end worked well, though I’m not sure I want to see him
getting to stand next to the Hardys every week. For a one off
match though, it could have been a lot worse. Just a nix six
man with the good guys beating up some villains and that is a
pretty much guaranteed win.

The Kingdom talks about their history with Dam Cole, who did
all kinds of things with them, but then just vanished when he
moved on. Roderick Strong should be worried about this.

The Young Bucks want back in the tag division. The Hardys come
in and the match is made for Dynamite.

Anna Jay vs. Skye Blue

Matt Menard and Angelo Parker are here with Jay. They go
technical to start with Blue’s headlock not getting her very
far. Jay is send outside before coming back in so Blue can
fire  off  forearms.  A  basement  superkick  hits  Jay  again,
allowing Blue to take a quick bow (as she has done more than
once now). Jay sends her to the apron and hits a running
spinning kick as we take a break.

We take a break and come back with Blue fighting up and
hitting a high crossbody. A running knee against the ropes



gives Blue two but Skyfall is broken up. Jay grabs a Downward
Spiral for two but Blue is right back up with Skyfall. Parker
and Menard offer distractions though and Jay pulls her into
the Queenslayer for the tap at 9:13.

Rating: C. Jay was showing some fire here but it’s almost
weird to see her beating Blue at this point. Blue has steadily
been falling back down the card and I don’t remember the last
time Jay won a big time match. Not a bad match, and maybe Jay
is getting a push out of nowhere from here?

Kris Statlander, while doing squats with Renee Young (as in
Young is on Statlander’s shoulders) says it pickles her egg
when someone hits her with her own belt. As for tomorrow
night, Mercedes Martinez better “clean out the gutter, wash
the card and caulk the tub” because Mama’s coming home on
Collision. Uh….well it was different.

Tony Schiavone and Paul Wight are in the parking lot and
announce that Pac is injured and unable to wrestle, but the
Lucha Bros are still going to fight the winners of the Parking
Lot Fight on Dynamite.

Mogul Embassy vs. Logan Cruz/Tyshaun Perez

Prince Nana is here with the Embassy. Fox wastes no time in
hitting a missile dropkick to both of them at once, setting up
the big running flip dive to the floor as Swerve stands there
and watches. Back in and Swerve hits a top rope elbow to the
back, followed by an assisted sitout powerbomb to Perez. Fox
hits an Iconoclasm into a cutter and Swerve’s brainbuster sets
up a 450 to finish Cruz at 2:18. That was a slick squash with
the Embassy looking very good.

QTV isn’t happy with losing to the Acclaimed and Johnny TV is
missing in protest. We see a clip of Johnny TV issuing an open
challenge to anyone who has been on television. He also did
the splits and slid backwards down a red carpet.



Big Bill and Brian Cage are ready for FTR and the Tag Team
Titles.

We recap the Blackpool Combat Club vs. the Best Friends in the
Parking Lot Brawl.

Blackpool Combat Club vs. Best Friends

Parking Lot Brawl. Before the match, the Club checks through
the trunks of cars for Orange Cassidy. The fight is on fast
with Taylor sending Castagnoli into a side mirror while Moxley
uses a fork to bust Trent open. Castagnoli suplexes Taylor
onto the hood of a car and Trent dives off a car onto Moxley,
who gets carved up with a fork. Some shots with a broken
spoiler put the Friends down but they flapjack him onto the
trunk of a van (as it is opening).

The spoiler goes over the Club’s backs and Castagnoli gets
crushed by a car hod. Moxley is back up and Trent gets crushed
under the hood, with Chuck being dropped onto it. A trash can
to the head rocks Trent again but he fights back up with some
forearms. Chuck is back up with a street sign and some forking
of his own.

We take a break and come back with Castagnoli being dropped
onto a piece of barricade and crushed with a backsplash off a
car. Moxley makes the save but Trent is back with a Dudebuster
to Castagnoli on top of a car. Trent and Moxley slug it out on
top of a car until Moxley Death Riders him onto a windshield.
Then Chuck grabs a barbed wire 2×4 and lights it on fire, only
to have Wheeler Yuta pop out of a car.

That lets Moxley hit Trent in the ribs with the 2×4 so Yuta
can screwdriver him in the head. Cue Sue in the minivan, with
Orange Cassidy on top. The chain is pulled out but the Club
beats Cassidy down without much trouble. The Club opens the
door and tells Sue to leave before Castagnoli ribs the door
off the minivan. Chuck is dropped onto the door and Trent is
stomped onto a windshield for the pin at 18:01.



Rating: B-. it was a hard hitting violent brawl with a lot of
blood, but the whole thing only worked so well. Not only did
it feel like it just kept going, but it came off like they
just wanted to recreate the first one with one spot or idea
after another. You knew the Sue stuff was coming and while
it’s funny once, having it be this big saving grace moment
feels so out of line with the violence they have been focusing
on for a long time. Throw in Moxley and his stupid fork and
there were several moments here that held down the stuff that
did work.

Overall Rating: C+. The main event was the focal point and it
is going to be well received for the violence. Other than that
though, this wasn’t the strongest episode from top to bottom.
It continues to be a show where you don’t feel like you missed
much if you skip a good chunk of it and that isn’t the best
feeling. Thankfully it’s just an hour long and far from bad,
but this show rarely feels important and that is going to
catch up to them at some point.

Results
Hardys/Keith Lee b. Kip Sabian/Butcher and the Blade
Anna Jay b. Skye Blue – Queenslayer
Mogul Embassy b. Logan Cruz/Tyshaun Perez – 450 to Cruz
Blackpool  Combat  Club  b.  Best  Friends  –  Stomp  onto  a
windshield
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Rampage – July 21, 2023: The
Gimmick Edition
Rampage
Date: July 21, 2023
Location: TD Garden, Boston, Massachusetts
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Chris Jericho

We’re in for one of the more unique shows this week as this
was taped after Blood & Guts, meaning it’s a double ring.
Therefore, we’re getting the Royal Rampage two ring battle
royal, which was rather well received for the most part last
week. Other than that, the road to All In/Out needs to get
started so let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Royal Rampage

So you have a red ring (with Darby Allin in at #1) and a blue
ring (with Swerve Strickland in at #2). Those rings have a
Royal Rumble each (with one minute intervals) and the winners
eventually go one on one for the All Out TNT Title shot. Jay
Lethal (Red) and Nick Wayne (Blue) are in at #2…..as Excalibur
has lost his voice. Allin and Wayne take over to start as
Excalibur’s voice suddenly pops in (I wonder if that’s in post
production) and Jericho gets in the interesting bit of three
of these entrants being from the Seattle area.
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Minoru Suzuki (Red) is in at #3 and teams up with Lethal to
beat on Allin as Brian Cage (Blue) is in at #3 to help go
after  Wayne  (Red  and  Blue  are  now  getting  alternating
entrances rather than coming in at the same time). Cage plants
Wayne as Ethan Page (Red) is in at #4 to go after Lethal until
Komander (Blue) is in at #4. Komander walks the ropes and
steps over Cage’s shoulders to DDT Strickland in a cool spot.
Butcher  (Red)  is  in  at  #5  as  we  still  haven’t  had  any
eliminations.

Big Bill (Blue) is in at #5, with Chris Jericho going into
MJF’s story of slamming Bill for a nice chuckle. Page gets rid
of Lethal but Lethal grabs his hand, allowing Suzuki to toss
Page as well. Butcher and Suzuki slug it out, with Butcher
actually getting rid of him as Blade (Red) is in at #6.

We take a break and come back with Brother Zay (Blue) having
come in at #6. Toa Liona (Red) is in at #7 and the three
villains throw Allin into the corner. Matt Sydal (Blue) is in
at #7 and teams up with Zay to clean a bit of house (still no
eliminations in Blue). Bishop Kaun (Red) is in at #8, giving
us Butcher/The Blade vs. Gates of Agony as Allin tries to
recover. Zay is tossed and Butcher and Blade follow to clear
things out rather quickly. Matt Hardy (Blue) is in at #8 and
hits a DDT on Bill. Allin has to dodge the Gates as Matt
Menard (Red) is in at #9.

Sydal is out as the Gates stare Menard down for some reason.
Instead Menard goes after Allin in the corner as Jeff Jarrett
(Blue) is in at #9. Angelo Parker (Red) is in at #10 to
complete the first ring (Toa, Kaun, Parker, Menard and Allin).
Jake Hager (Blue) is in at #10 to complete the second ring
(Matt Hardy, Big Bill, Jake Hager, Jeff Jarrett, Komander,
Brian  Cage,  Nick  Wayne,  Swerve  Strickland)  and  we  take  a
break.

Back with Allin slipping out of a quadruple powerbomb and
dropkicking the Gates to the apron. The Gates dump Menard and



Parker and Toa tackles the heck out of Allin. Hardy gets rid
of Jarrett but gets F5’d into a cutter, allowing Bill to knock
him out. As Komander and Hager were apparently eliminated
during the break, Swerve dumps Bill to get us down to three in
the Blue ring.

Actually make it two as Wayne just jumps to the Red ring
(which I guess you can do) and helps Allin get rid of Kaun. So
we’re down to five total (Cage, Wayne, Strickland, Allin and
Toa) until Wayne and Swerve get rid of Cage. Swerve drops
Wayne out and All low bridges Toa, leaning we’re down to
Swerve vs. Allin for the whole thing.

Allin sends Swerve to the apron but cue Prince Nana to hit
Allin with a skateboard. Swerve powerbombs Allin onto the
skateboard (wheels up because of course) and they go to the
apron, but Allin slips out of a suplex to get back inside.
Allin hits a spear through the ropes (not over so he’s fine)
for the win at 28:32.

Rating: B. I really didn’t care for last year’s version all
that much but they put this one together far better, with the
cameras cutting just enough to keep track of everything going
on. Allin going wire to wire is a very Allin thing to do and
him getting the big title shot in Chicago will work well. Good
stuff here and it never felt long, so well done on fixing what
was wrong last year.

Acclaimed/Billy Gunn vs. QTV

Billy and Johnny TV start things off and don’t go anywhere, so
it’s off to Marshall, complete with a very bandaged back.
Bowens comes in for the jumping Fameasser and we get some
scissoring to send us to a break. Back with Gunn getting the
hot tag as everything breaks down. Bowens gets to clean house
but Johnny clotheslines Billy and Max down. Solo adds a top
rope double stomp for two on Billy but Bowens is back in with
the Arrival. Max drops the Mic Drop for the pin at 8:47.



Rating: C+. See now this is a good use of QTV. They can do
their backstage stuff and wacky segments but then put over a
bigger team in a decent match. Why that needs to involve
Powerhouse Hobbs and drag him down is beyond me, but there is
a place for goofs like them. The Acclaimed and Gunn get a
decent win before their Trios Titles match tomorrow as well,
so this was the right way to go.

Post match Bowens says they’re winning the titles tomorrow.

Video on Marina Shafir vs. Kris Statlander for the TBS Title.

TBS Title: Marina Shafir vs. Kris Statlander

Statlander is defending. They go with the grappling to start
until Shafir grabs a suplex to take over. Some right hands on
the mat have Statlander in trouble but she’s back up with an
electric chair drop (good for three replays). Back up and
Statlander hits a running knee in the corner, setting up a
delayed vertical suplex (again with the three replays). Shafir
gets  a  standing  Figure  Four  but  Shafir  reverses  and  hits
Friday Night Fever to retain at 5:02.

Rating: C. This was just a quick “hey here’s a title match”
match and it went as well as could be expected. Statlander is
still in the mode of having to reestablish herself and the
best way to do that is stacking up wins. Shafir is fine as the
grappler/MMA woman of the division and she did fine here, but
there wasn’t time for this to get anywhere.

Overall Rating: B-. About half of this show was one match
which went well so you could only complain so much about it.
If you ignore that some of the wrestlers were working both the
ROH PPV and appearing here at the same time (which must be the
most  difficult  issue  to  overcome  in  history),  it’s  a
completely entertaining enough show. Granted that’s mainly due
to something that won’t be around every week, but I’ll take
what I can get.



Results
Darby Allin won the Royal Rampage last eliminating Swerve
Strickland
Acclaimed/Billy Gunn b. QTV – Mic Drop to Solo
Kris Statlander b. Marina Shafir – Friday Night Fever
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Rampage – July 14, 2023: What
Else Is On?
Rampage
Date: July 14, 2023
Location: SaskTel Centre, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada
Commentators: Excalibur, Chris Jericho, Tony Schiavone

We have to be about done with this Canadian tour as the thing
just keeps going. This week we’ll get to find out the other
finalist in the Women’s Owen Hart Foundation tournament, plus
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whatever else Excalibur went through oh so quickly earlier
this week on Dynamite. Let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Keith Lee/Dustin Rhodes vs. Angelo Parker/Matt Menard

Lee slams both of them around to start and then slams Dustin
onto them for a bonus. Dustin grabs an armbar on Menard before
hitting the drop down uppercut. Menard manages to send him
outside for a ram into the corner as the villains manage to
take over. A clothesline gives Menard two as we take a break.

Back with Dustin hitting a backdrop but Lee has been knocked
to the floor so there’s no tag. The snap powerslam allows that
tag a few seconds later though and it’s Lee coming in to clean
house. Lee throws Rhodes at the two of them but gets caught
with a double DDT for two. Dustin is back in to clean house
and the Supernova finishes Parker at 9:50.

Rating: C. This went on for a bit but Lee has been looking a
lot more like his old self in recent weeks. If nothing else,
shaving the beard is that much of an improvement. Dustin is
right there to look good at just about everything as well and
they got to beat up a couple of goons. Nice opener here, even
if it’s hard to imagine Lee and Rhodes going anywhere.

It’s QTV time, with Harley Cameron being proud of the success
of her rap video. We cut to Johnny TV, who challenges the
Acclaimed and Billy Gunn to a six man tag.

Taya Valkyrie vs. Izzy McQueen

Taya spears her down to start and hits a curb stomp for the
pin at 24 seconds. The first eight seconds were slow and the
last eight seconds were a bit better, but the middle eight
seconds were as good as you were ever going to get. Right up
there with Thesz vs. O’Connor.

https://kbwrestlingreviews.com/2023/07/12/dynamite-july-12-2023-the-before-show/


Post match here are the Outcasts, with Toni Storm calling Taya
a loser. And it’s because she’s a Canadian! Storm says she’s
beaten  everyone,  but  Taya  says  they’ve  never  fought.  The
challenge is on for Battle of the Belts, with Storm eventually
being pushed into accepting.

Hook is having lunch and accepts Jungle Boy’s challenge for a
title  match  next  week.  He’s  tired  of  chasing  Jungle  Boy
around.

Trent Beretta vs. Lance Archer

Chuck Taylor and Jake Roberts are here too. Archer chokes on
the rope to start but Trent knocks him to the floor for a
dive. Back up and Archer nails a clothesline as we take a
break. We come back with Trent hitting a running knee and a
piledriver  for  two.  Archer  crossbodies  him  down  but  the
chokeslam is countered into a rollup for two. Beretta hits
another running knee but Archer knees him on top. The Blackout
and a hard lariat finish Beretta at 8:55.

Rating: C+. They were hitting each other rather hard here, but
what I liked about this match was Archer was up against some
bigger competition for a change. You can only beat so many
jobbers  before  it  stops  mattering  so  switching  him  up  to
someone like Trent, who is at least a name, is a good idea.

Post match Archer beats up Taylor as well but here is Orange
Cassidy comes out for the save. Well, kind of save as Archer
chokes him down, with Roberts taking the backpack with the
International Title. Cassidy can come get it (in the already
announced title match) at Battle Of The Belts.

Video on Jeff Jarrett and company, plus Matt Hardy and Ethan
Page, who will be in the Royal Rampage.

Konosuke Takeshita vs. Mentallo

Don Callis is here too and gets in the ring to introduce



Mentallo as the childhood friend of Kenny Omega. Callis tells
Takeshita to kill him (in Japanese of course) and the beating
is on. A running shot in the corner rocks Mentallo but he
strikes away at the chest. Takeshita isn’t having that and
hammers away but a running knee is countered into a dragon
screw legwhip. A suplex drops Mentallo, though Takeshita’s
knee is screwed up. It’s fine enough for a leg trap Tombstone
and a top rope backsplash finishes Mentallo at 4:06.

Rating: C. It was a little strange to see Mentallo get in that
much offense but at least Takeshita ran him over in the end.
There was a nice little story added in with the whole Omega’s
training  partner  thing  and  it  boosted  it  above  a  regular
squash. Takeshita vs. Omega in London wouldn’t stun me, and
they’re taking some steps to get there.

The Dark Order is still mad at Hangman Page for abandoning
them. Last week was their resurrection and the question is if
you are Dark Order or not.

Video on Athena vs. Willow Nightingale.

Here’s what’s coming on various shows.

Women’s Owen Hart Tournament Semifinals: Athena vs. Willow
Nightingale

Athena’s Ring Of Honor Women’s Title isn’t on the line. Willow
powers her down without much trouble to start, followed by a
running forearm in the corner. Back up and Athena catches her
in the ropes and DDTs the leg to take over. The beating
continues until we take a break, but come back with Willow
hitting a Pounce.

The spinebuster gets two but the Babe With The Powerbomb is
broken up. Athena hits a gordbuster and an elbow is good for
two. A backsplash misses for Willow and Athena his a standing
moonsault for two more. Willow snaps off a Death Valley Driver
for two more, only to get her knee taken out. Athena misses



the spinning knee to the face and gets rolled up for the upset
pin at 10:39.

Rating: B-. So that’s Athena’s big loss after the winning
streak and likely sets up the rubber match at Death Before
Dishonor. If that’s the case, why not have the tournament be
for a title shot and take Athena out? Either way, having
Nightingale be the big winner or a change is cool to see,
though I really could have gone without Athena losing here, as
it feels like something of a waste.

Overall Rating: B-. This wasn’t a show you needed to watch as
the action was good enough, but it was more about setting
things up for later. We got the traditional last minute build
towards Battle of the Belts and a surprise result in the main
event, but it’s not like anything was must see. Good enough
show, but there are better options for your wrestling viewing.

Results
Dustin  Rhodes/Keith  Lee  b.  Matt  Menard/Angelo  Parker  –
Supernova to Parker
Taya Valkyrie b. Izzy Mcqueen – Curb stomp
Lance Archer b. Trent Beretta – Lariat
Konosuke Takeshita b. Mentallo – Top rope backsplash
Willow Nightingale b. Athena – Rollup
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wrestling headline needs.

 

Rampage – July 7, 2023: It’s
What They Have To Do
Rampage
Date: July 7, 2023
Location: Rogers Place, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
Commentators: Excalibur, Tony Schiavone, Chris Jericho

It’s the 100th episode of the show and we have something of a
grudge match on our hands. This time around, Hangman Page/the
Young Bucks are facing the Dark Order, who still aren’t happy
with how Page has treated them. Other than that, we have more
tournament shenanigans to get through so let’s get to it.

Here is Dynamite if you need a recap.

Opening sequence.

Young Bucks/Hangman Page vs. Dark Order

Reynolds shoulders Nick down to start so it’s off to Page.
That means Reynolds needs to bail a bit and then he does it
again on the floor. This time Nick kicks him in the head and
it’s time for the Elite to start diving. Back in and Matt
rolls the northern lights suplexes on Reynolds before adding
Silver for the last one. Risky Business gets two on Reynolds
and  the  fans  describe  this  one  sided  match,  which  hasn’t
lasted four minutes yet, as AWESOME.

Silver gets in a cheap shot from the floor though and Evil Uno
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comes in to strike away in the corner. Nick tries to flip over
to the corner but the Order pulls Page and Matt down and we
take a break. Back with Matt knocking Reynolds off the top and
diving onto Uno and Silver. Page comes in to clean house,
including  a  clothesline  to  send  Reynolds  outside  for  a
slingshot dive.

Everything breaks down and Un is sent tot he apron for a big
boot from Page. The Bucks catch Uno, allowing Page to hit the
running shooting star from the apron. Back in and Matt hits a
slingshot Canadian Destroyer on Reynolds, followed by a top
rope elbow for two. Silver is back in for a kick to the head
but Nick makes the save, setting up the Meltzer Driver on Matt
for two with Uno making the save.

Page and Uno slug it out until the Bucks come back in to clean
house  with  the  superkicks.  Page  can’t  bring  himself  to
Buckshot Lariat Uno so the Bucks dive onto the rest of the
Order.  Cue  Konosuke  Takeshita  for  a  distraction,  allowing
Claudio Castagnoli to hit a heck of an uppercut on Page. Uno
gets the pin at 13:56.

Rating: B-. Pushing the Dark Order as something serious is
certainly a choice, though it’s not like this was some clean
win that is going to change their fortunes. The action was
good as Silver and Reynolds are still a pretty decent tag
team. Castagnoli or Takeshita vs. Page could make for a good
showdown and that’s what matters here, especially if it gets
Page away from the Dark Order again.

Post match Kenny Omega comes out to clear the ring.

QTV is still relatively clueless, including Harley Cameron
thinking she’ll make a cute couple with Anthony Bowens. In a
related story, Johnny TV doesn’t like Max Castor’s music.

Blind  Eliminator  Tag  Team  Tournament:  Daniel  Garcia/Sammy
Guevara vs. Matt Hardy/Jeff Jarrett



The rest of Jarrett’s cronies are here too. Garcia waistlocks
Matt to start but gets reversed into a headlock. Guevara comes
in and gets hiptossed by Jarrett, setting up the strut. That
earns Guevara a dropkick to the floor and garcia gets in his
own strut. The running flip dive takes out Jay Lethal by
mistake though and we take a break. Back with Matt hitting
Splash Mountain for two on Garcia and punching Guevara out of
the air. Jarrett’s cronies try to offer a distraction (despite
Jeff’s partner being in control) so the guitar can be slid in.
Matt is sent into Lethal, allowing Guevara to hit the GTH,
though Garcia steals the pin at 8:45.

Rating: C+. They got the result right here, as the Society
team  moves  forward  over  a  team  who  wasn’t  going  to  work
together well. Both Garcia and Guevara need to break free of
Jericho, but they do work well together without him. Matt not
wanting to cheat like Jarrett and his friends made sense,
though I’m almost scared of the Hardys getting together to
fight Jarrett and his cronies.

Post match the beatdown is on and Brother Zay’s save attempt
doesn’t work. Ethan Page makes the real save.

Video on Collision.

Hikaru Shida vs. Marina Shafir

Shafir kicks her down to start but Shida is back with a bunch
of kicks. A running knee gets two on Shafir and the Falcon
Arrow gets the same. The Katana finishes Shafir off at 3:30.

Rating: C. It’s nice to have Shida out there getting a win,
even if it is over Shafir. I’m not sure if it is the constant
having to head back to Japan or something else, but you would
think Shida would be worth a stronger push. She has all the
tools, with the striking being on display in this one.

Kris Statlander is a fighting champion and she’ll face anyone
anywhere. She is the defeater of the undefeated (and thinks



that would be a good shirt) and Kris Stat is where it’s at.
Those are some pretty terrible taglines but giving Statlander
camera time is a good thing.

Blind  Eliminator  Tag  Team  Tournament  First  Round:  Trent
Baretta/Matt Sydal vs. Brian Cage/Big Bill

Cage runs Sydal over without much trouble to start and it’s
off to Bill vs. Trent. Some shots to the face stagger Bill and
Trent knocks him outside, where Bill chokeslams him onto the
apron. A fall away slam sends Trent flying and we take a
break. Back with Trent DDTing his way out of trouble, allowing
the tag off to Sydal. Cage and Bill get struck down and stereo
double stomps to the back keep Bill in trouble. Cage is back
up with a double clothesline and all four head outside.

Sydal Meteoras Bill on the floor but Cage and Bill hit stereo
slams for two back inside. Bill and Cage clothesline each
other by mistake but Cage is back up with a discus lariat to
Trent. Sydal ducks another discus lariat but the top rope
Meteora is blocked. Trent release German superplexes Cage and
adds a piledriver, setting up a top rope Meteora from Sydal
for two. Back in and Bill runs the good guys over and it’s a
powerbomb/clothesline combination to finish Sydal at 12:24.

Rating: B. This match was a blast with everyone going hard and
fast for a long time. Cage and Bill are rather good as a pair
of monsters while Sydal and Trent worked well for a first time
team. What mattered here was just letting everything go nuts
and have a good time, which is all you can ask for out of
something like this. Fun stuff.

Overall Rating: B-. You had a pair of fun matches here and the
tag tournament is starting to take some shape. It made for an
easy show to watch and that is what you need from Rampage. The
show almost never feels important compared to Dynamite and
Collision so letting it be an easy hour of TV is as important
as it gets. Nice stuff here, and I’ll take something like this



week to week.

Results
Dark Order b. Hangman Page/Young Bucks – Uppercut to Page
Daniel Garcia/Sammy Guevara b. Matt Hardy/Jeff Jarrett – GTH
to Hardy
Hikaru Shida b. Marina Shafir – Katana
Brian  Cage/Big  Bill  b.  Matt  Sydal/Trent  Beretta  –
Clothesline/powerbomb  combination  to  Sydal
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