NXT — September 10, 2024:
Guest Stars Galore

NXT

Date: September 10, 2024

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Booker T., Vic Joseph

We are on the way to the CW and the show is already looking
up. Last week saw Giulia challenging Roxanne Perez for a
Women’s Title shot on October 1, with Perez accepting. Giulia
is making her in-ring debut tonight against Chelsea Green,
plus TNA Knockouts Champion Jordynne Grace 1is here for an open
challenge. Let'’s get to it.

Here are last week’s results if you need a recap.

Opening recap.

Tag Team Titles: Axiom/Nathan Frazier vs. Street Profits

The Profits are challenging after the Rascalz were taken out
under “conspicuous circumstances”. The fans want the smoke as
Ford and Axiom start things off with Ford hitting a running
shoulder. Ford flips over a clothesline and grabs a headlock
on the mat before it’'s off to Dawkins and Frazier. The pace
picks up and Frazier hits a running shot to send Dawkins
outside.

Back in and stereo basement superkicks drop Dawkins for two
but he breaks out of Axiom’s chinlock. Ford fires off some
clotheslines and Rock Bottoms Frazier into a People’s
moonsault for two. Dawkins tosses Axiom into a German suplex
from Ford for two more but Frazier is back in with a 450 for
two on Ford. Everyone is knocked down until Dawkins goes up,
only to get caught in the super Spanish Fly. Ford breaks up
the 450 though and it’s a Doomsday Blockbuster to plant
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Frazier...and Tama Tonga pulls Ford out for the DQ at 7:50.

Rating: B-. This was getting going at the end but the
interference is what matters the most here. The Bloodline
being here is weird enough but it makes things feel that much
more important. Either way, good start to a match here, and it
wouldn’t shock me to see the Bloodline be the “circumstances”
that took out the Rascalz.

Post match the Bloodline (Tongas and Jacob Fatu) come in and
wreck both teams.

Tony D’Angelo has paid someone we can’t see to take out Oba
Femi.

Video on Giulia’s debut and challenge to Roxanne Perez.

Giulia vs. Chelsea Green

Giulia knocks her down to start, followed by a middle rope
dropkick to send Green flying again. Green comes back with a
facebuster and a pump kick but Giulia grabs a Spider Web
(something like an Octopus Hold). That’s broken up so Green
chokes in the corner, setting up a German suplex.

A lifting Downward Spiral gives Green two and we hit a full
nelson with the legs. Giulia flights out and sends her to the
apron for a neckbreaker to the floor as Green can’t get away.
Green manages to send her over the announcers’ table but a
missile dropkick misses back inside. Giulia’s running knee
sets up a northern lights bomb for the pin at 6:51.

Rating: C+. This wasn’t a squash but it was a fairly dominant
victory for Giulia, which is what it should have been. Green
isn’t the most accomplished star in WWE but she’s been around
long enough that beating her means something. Giulia felt like
a star here and once she turned it up in the end, Green was
overwhelmed. It was a good, effective debut and did what it
needed to do.



Trick Williams is ready for Pete Dunne tonight and then he’s
coming for his NXT Title again.

Jordynne Grace talks about how important the TNA Knockouts
Title really is, which is why she wants the best from NXT to
come after it.

Lexis King is at a barber shop and shows us a highlight reel
of his greatest hits. Then Oro Mensah jumps him.

Lola Vice and Jacy Jayne argue over who 1is going to step up to
Jordynne Grace.

Heritage Cup: Je’Von Evans vs. Charlie Dempsey

Dempsey is defending. Round one begins with Dempsey taking him
down into an armbar but gets caught in a wristlock. Dempsey
tries to slip out but can’t shake Evans away. Instead he takes
Evans into the corner and stomps away. They trade monkey flips
and Evans grabs a hurricanrana as the round ends. Round two
begins with Evans missing a charge into the corner but coming
out with a middle rope sunset flip for two. They fight over a
backslide until Dempsey gets a dragon suplex for the pin at
1:01 of the round and 4:39 overall.

We take a break and come back with Evans small packaging
Dempsey for two, followed by the top rope spinning splash for
the pin at 2:51 of the round and 8:51 overall to tie it up.
Round four begins with Evans hitting a running forearm in the
corner and knocking Dempsey outside. A neck snap over the rope
cuts Evans off for two and some neckbreakers keep Evans in
trouble. Evans 1is back out with a suplex but a butterfly
suplex has him in trouble as the round ends.

Round five begins with Evans’ sunset flip getting two and a
rollup gets the same. A springboard clothesline gets a delayed
two, with Miles Borne putting the foot on the rope. Cedric
Alexander brawls with Borne to the back so Evans knocks him to
the floor for a huge dive over the top. Cue Tavion Heights to



jump Evans though and Dempsey gets the pin to retain at 2:09
of the round and 15:10.

Rating: B-. Heights being back was a good way to keep Evans
looking strong in defeat. Dempsey needed to win here after
just getting the Cup back, making this a good enough way to
go. The round system still works well as a way to set this
stuff apart and it feels like its own division, even if there
are only a few people involved with it at a time.

Rosemary and Wendy Choo want to destroy Lyra Valkyria and
Tatum Paxley. They have made their bed but have forgotten to
look underneath it.

Ethan Page is happy to see Pete Dunne and Trick Williams beat
each other up because he can pick up the scraps on October 1.

Bianca Belair and Jade Cargill will be in Chicago on October
1.

Oba Femi vs. 2?7

Non-title and it’s....HAMMERSTONE (a powerhouse from TNA)
answering, apparently the person Tony D’Angelo paid off
earlier. Hammerstone gets backed up against the ropes to start
but pushes Femi away. Femi is knocked outside, where he hits a
jumping clothesline to knock Hammerstone off the apron.

Back in and another clothesline sets up a chinlock, with
Hammerstone getting up fast. A fireman’s carry toss gives Femi
two but Hammerstone blocks a stomp on the mat. Hammerstone
fights back and hits a running clothesline into some suplexes
and a chokeslam for two. Femi is up again with a belly to back
toss and a pop up powerbomb for the pin at 5:26.

Rating: C+. This one is going to depend on what you know about
Hammerstone. He was a force in MLW and has shown flashes of
success in TNA but this was quite the disappointment.
Hammerstone was beaten up for the most part and then lost



clean in the end. Of course you don’t have an outside beat
your unstoppable monster, but I was expecting a hoss fight and
got a five minute match with Femi mostly dominating.

The D’Angelo Family is not pleased.

Hank Walker and Tank Ledger are ready but Chase U walks 1in,
with Duke Hudson promising to hurt Ridge Holland.

Wren Sinclair isn’t sure which title she should go after and
asks if Kelani Jordan has ever considered an open challenge.
They both leave so Lola Vice and Jaida Parker can talk about
how they want to beat up Fatal Influence. Vice sounded rather
serious here.

CM Punk was impressed by Giulia’s debut and is going to call
Ava with an idea.

Ridge Holland vs. Duke Hudson

Hudson starts fast and takes it outside, with Holland being
sent into the steps. Back in and a suplex has Holland in more
trouble but he drives Hudson back first into the barricade. A
running clothesline drops Hudson for two and a crossbody
against the ropes cuts off his comeback. Something like a
Jackhammer puts Hudson down and the lifting DDT finishes for
Holland at 4:11.

Rating: C. Hudson was fighting for his school here but it’s
too early for Holland to get what is coming to him. That 1is
going to come when Andre Chase is back, which mans Holland 1is
going to have to run through Riley Osborne first. For now, it
was short and to the point, with Hudson getting in what he
could before Holland took him apart.

Post match Holland beats him up even more, including another
lifting DDT onto a piece of the barricade.

Jordynne Grace runs into Giulia for a cool visual.



Pete Dunne is ready to fight Trick Williams and move on to
become NXT Champion.

MizTV will be in Chicago on October 1.

We look back at the Bloodline wrecking the Street Profits and
Axiom/Nathan Frazier.

Wes Lee comes in to commentary and says he took out Trey
Miguel so the Rascalz couldn’t get the title shot. He wants
Zachary Wentz in a street fight in Chicago.

TNA Knockouts Title: Jordynne Grace vs. ??7?

Grace is defending against...Sol Ruca. Grace gets taken down to
start but avoids a low superkick. A gutwrench suplex drops
Ruca but it’s too early for the Juggernaut Driver. Instead
Ruca pulls her outside, followed by the awesome springboard
splash for two back inside. We take a break and come back with
Ruca slipping out of a MuscleBuster but getting pulled down
onto the turnbuckle.

Ruca is right back up with a high crossbody but Grace rolls
through and tries a swinging Rock Bottom, which 1is reversed
into a DDT to give Ruca two. Grace is back up with a World’s
Strongest Slam into a Vader Bomb for two, followed by the
MuscleBuster. And never mind as the 1lights go out and
Rosemary/Wendy Choo are here to jump Grace for the DQ at 8:56.

Rating: B-. Ruca got in a few shots but this was more of Grace
dominating until the DQ ending. That was a wise way to get out
of having Grace beat a talented start like Ruca so this had to
be done. As usual, Grace feels like she could be a major star
here at the drop of a hat and odds are she will the second she
is allowed to sign. Nice match here, with the ending that had
to take place.

Post match Grace gets choked out.

Tatum Paxley shows Lyra Valkyria her dolls of various



villains, with Valkyria telling her to be calm. A tag match
against Choo and Rosemary seems set for next week.

Giulia, with Funaki, 1is in Ava's office when Roxanne Perez
comes in to say Giulia isn’t taking anything over. Giulia
teases violence but Ava says save it for Chicago.

Dion Lennox warns Brooks Jensen about Shawn Spears (who is
there too). With Lennox gone, Jensen and Spears seem to be ok.

Ashante Thee Adonis and Eddy Thorpe argue over Thorpe'’s
friendship with various women.

Trick Williams vs. Pete Dunne

Last Man Standing for the NXT Title shot on October 1. They
slug it out to start with Williams getting the better of
things. The fight heads outside with Williams being whipped
into the steps and suplexed onto the apron as we take a break.
Back with Williams hitting some leg lariats but Dunne rolls to
the floor. The chair is brought in and a neckbreaker onto it
gives Williams a six.

Dunne is back up with a German suplex and wedges the chair in
the corner. They head outside again with Williams being put on
the steps for a running boot to the head. The floor mats are
peeled back (you don’t see that much anymore) and Dunne plants
him with a DDT for nine (yes off a DDT on exposed concrete).

Back in and Williams hits a pop up right hand but the Bitter
End gives Dunne another eight. Dunne gets the chair but
Williams kicks it into his face for eight of his own. Williams
pulls the cover off of the announcers’ table, only to get
powerbombed through it. They fight out into the fans and onto
the platform, with Dunne hitting a Russian legsweep down
through some tables. Cue Ethan Page to mock them both until
Williams bats the count to win at 14:17, backdropping Page
through the table in the process.



Rating: B. The ending to this was a bit of a weak spot as
Williams just popped up to win, but the rest of the match took
a different path than most of these matches. Until the last
few minutes, they mostly kept this basic, with just the chair
being used. I like the change of pace over what you would
expect from this kind of a match, with all kinds of weapons
and such. Williams very well may get the title back in Chicago
and this was a fine way to set it up.

Ava gets off the phone with CM Punk, who will be here next
week.

Overall Rating: B. Despite a lot of the wrestling just being
ok, this show was PACKED with either guest stars or important
matches. I was impressed by how many things they managed to
fit into the show and it was a lot of fun, even with the main
event being the only match worth seeing. Sure it’s to help
drum up interest before the big move in a few weeks, but it
worked very well for a show that didn’t have a ton of hype.

Results

Street Profits b. Axiom/Nathan Frazier via DQ when Tama Tonga
interfered

Giulia b. Chelsea Green — Northern lights bomb

Charlie Dempsey b. Je’Von Evans 2-1

Oba Femi b. Hammerstone — Toss powerbomb

Ridge Holland b. Duke Hudson — Lifting DDT

Jordynne Grace b. Sol Ruca via DQ when Rosemary and Wendy Choo
interfered

Trick Williams b. Pete Dunne when Dunne could not answer the
ten count

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:



http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.

NXT — September 3, 2024: They
Have A Goal

NXT

Date: September 3, 2024

Location: Capitol Wrestling Center, Orlando, Florida
Commentators: Vic Joseph, Booker T.

We're done with No Mercy and that means we are about a month
and a half away from Halloween Havoc. That should be a big
enough show, but we also have the first show on the CW in
about a month, which is going to have its own stacked card.
The NXT Title will be on the line on that show, with Ethan
Page defending after retaining on Sunday. Let’s get to it.

Here is No Mercy if you need a recap.

Long No Mercy recap.

Here is Trick Williams to get things going. He is out here to
finish things with Pete Dunne (fans: “WHOOP THAT BUTCH!”) but
here is Ethan Page to interrupt. Page says he might not be
Dunne, but he is the NXT Champion, with Williams raising his
hand at No Mercy. Williams says he was a man of his word and
called the title match down the line but for now, he has to
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get rid of Dunne. Page teases violence and here is Dunne to
jump Williams, with referees breaking it up.

Hank Walker and Tank Ledger nearly get in a fight with Gallus.
Fatal Influence are rather mean to Jaida Parker.

Rascalz vs. Gallus vs. Hank Walker/Tank Ledger

For a future Tag Team Title shot. It’'s a big brawl to start
with Miguel being sent into the corner but coming back with a
rollup for two. Miguel hurricanranas Walker down but gets
stomped by Mark Coffey as the fast start continues. Mark runs
Miguel over with a clothesline, only for Wentz to come in with
a Motor City Machine Guns style Dream Sequence to put Mark
down. Hank and Tank come in and wreck everyone as we take an
early break.

Back with Walker clotheslining Mark and Wentz, allowing the
tag off to Ledger to clean house. Miguel kicks Walker in the
face and makes him DDT Coffey for two but cue Je’Von Evans to
jump Joe Coffey and the Good Brothers to go after Walker.
Miguel’'s top rope Meteora into Wentz’'s Swanton finishes Ledger
at 11:02.

Rating: C+. They didn’'t waste time here and were flying
through everything with this one, including the interference
from the 0C. Why Walker/Ledger vs. the 0C needs to continue is
beyond me but at least it isn’t near the title picture at the
moment. The Rascalz should make for a good set of challengers
and when the champions aren’t on the best footing at the
moment, there will be just enough of a reason to believe the
titles could change hands.

Axiom and Nathan Frazier are ready for the Rascalz, who come
in to say they’re ready to take the titles back to TNA next
week.

Trick Williams and Pete Dunne get in another fight in the



locker room.

Oro Mensah vs. Lexis King

The rest of Meta Four is here with Mensah. The fight is on to
start with Mensah knocking him into the corner and hitting a
forearm to the back for two. King is sent out to the floor and
slammed off the barricade for a crash. Back in and Mensah’s
springboard 1is broken up with a shove off the top and King
hammers away. A running shot to the back of the head gets two
so King yells about Mensah's father, which sends Mensah into a
rage. The beating is on but King rolls him up with feet on the
ropes for the pin at 4:49.

Rating: C. King is settling into the role of guy who knows how
to push buttons and get under his opponents’ skin. He still
isn't exactly lighting the world on fire but it’'s an
improvement over where he was before. Mensah was showing some
fire here but he still feels like he’s kind of going through
the motions until Noam Dar gets back to bring Meta Four to
full strength.

Post match Mensah chases King to the back.

The D'Angelo Family threatens Oba Femi, who doesn’t think much
of Riz. Tony D’Angelo assigns Stacks to deal with this.

Gallus rants about Je’Von Evans when Wren Sinclair comes in to
ask them to be quiet because Miles Borne has sensitive ears.
Gallus says they’re coming for the Heritage Cup, with Charlie
Dempsey asking Sinclair to calm down.

Tatum Paxley vs. Rosemary

Wendy Choo is here with Rosemary, who takes her into the ropes
for an early Upside Down. The neck crank is broken up and
Paxley hits a clothesline but Rosemary snaps off some suplexes
for two. A quick facebuster rocks Rosemary though and the
Psycho Trap gives Paxley the pin at 3:45.



Rating: C. Erg I was hoping this would be Rosemary’s chance to
make up for a less than great outing last time but here she 1is
looking like even more of a jobber. I understand that you
don’t want TNA stars going over NXT names over and over but
there was no one better to lose like this than one of the most
successful Knockouts in recent years?

Post match the beatdown is on but Lyra Valkyria runs in for
the save.

Pete Dunne and Trick Williams fight again. Ava is done with
this and sends them to the ring right now.

TNA Knockouts Champion Jordynne Grace will be defending in an
open challenge next week.

Trick Williams vs. Pete Dunne

It’s a brawl on the floor before the bell with Williams taking
over before they get inside for the official start. Dunne
hammers away until he is sent into the corner so Williams'
jumping neckbreaker can connect for two. Williams knees him
down and hits a running neckbreaker but Dunne gets in a
crotching onto the ring skirt. A stomp onto the steps rocks
Williams and we take a break.

Back with Williams getting two off a Rock Bottom but Dunne
German suplexes him right back down. They go back outside with
Williams missing a big boot and the fight going onto the
barricade. A crash sends them through the announcers’ table
and it’s a double countout at 11:20.

Rating: B-. This felt like a fight as these two wanted to get
to each other that badly. There is a good chance that this is
designed to set up a rematch for the CW debut (perhaps in a
cage) and that makes things more interesting going forward. If
these two are still fighting each other, who goes after the
NXT Title? Joe Hendry more than likely, but I’'ll take these
two in another big fight first.



Post match the brawl is on again, with security not being able
to do much about it.

Ridge Holland isn’t sad about what he did to Andre Chase and
talks about how Duke Hudson criticized everything he did.
Holland got the gold back in Chase U but mediocrity took it
away. He starts destroying Chase U next week, but this week he
starts this week with Hudson’s trophy.

An injured Shawn Spears thanks Brooks Jensen for saving him.
Spears thanks him for being there and leaves when Dion Lennox
comes 1in, saying Spears 1is psychologically manipulating
Jensen.

Joe Coffey vs. Je’Von Evans

The rest of Gallus is here with Coffey. Evans shrugs off some
right hands to start and hits a running hurricanrana. Coffey
catches a running forearm with a Regal Roll into a Vader Bomb
for two. Evans is sent outside but here is Cedric Alexander to
cut off the interfering Gallus. Back in and Evans’ springboard
spinning splash finishes Coffey at 2:30.

Lyra Valkyria didn’'t want to come back to NXT but had to help
Tatum Paxley against the weird girls.

Ava makes Pete Dunne vs. Trick Williams in a Last Man Standing
match next week, with the winner getting the NXT Title shot on
the first CW show. As long as it doesn’t end in a draw, sure.

Oba Femi vs. Stacks

Non-title and the rest of the D’Angelo Family is here too.
Stacks slugs away to start but gets driven into and thrown out
of the corner. Some elbows, with a glare at Tony D’'Angelo,
have Stacks in trouble and his comeback attempt is easily cut
off. Femi hits him in the back of the head a few times for two
but Stacks strikes away, including a dropkick to put Femi
down. Not that it matters as Femi is back up with the toss



powerbomb for the pin at 4:31.

Rating: C+. Femi is such a force these days that it is hard to
imagine him losing anytime soon (or anytime at all for that
matter). He has found his groove as the unstoppable monster
and the more people he runs over, the better of a monster he's
going to be. Stacks was a good designated victim here and
that’s all he needed to be.

Ashante Thee Adonis hits on more of the women but Eddy Thorpe
breaks it up.

Je’Von Evans thinks he should get a Heritage Cup shot and Wren
Sinclair grans his request. Charlie Dempsey comes in and isn’t
pleased so he blames Miles Borne, who didn’t hear a thing.

Jazmyn Nyx vs. Jaida Parker

The rest of Fatal Influence is here too. Parker shoulders her
down to start but stops to favor the bad ribs. Nyx is back up
with a running kick to those ribs and we hit a bodyscissors.
Parker powers out and puts her on the corner for the seated
senton. The running hip attack finishes Nyx at 4:40.

Rating: C. This was Parker getting her win back after a big
loss on Sunday, which isn’t a bad way to go. Parker vs. the
team is something that could go on or a few weeks and build
her back up, though she’ll need some friends on the way there.
For now though, Parker continues to feel like she is rising up
the ranks and that could be quite the ride going forward.

Post match Fatal Influence beats Parker down.

Here is Roxanne Perez to brag about her success and even the
women on the main roster can’t stop talking about her. People
fantasize about beating her but then fantasy meets reality. It
doesn’t matter if you are the hot prospect or a big star from
Japan..and here is Chelsea Green to interrupt.

Green doesn’t like how the fans smell but they cheer for her



anyway. She 1is here to interrupt the fun sized champion
because she is the new #1 contender. Cue Giulia to interrupt
and the fans seem impressed. Giulia wastes no time in dropping
Green and then issues the challenge for the CW show. Perez
seems to accept to wrap it up. You had to know that was coming
and that’s not a bad choice to make.

Overall Rating: B-. The wrestling wasn’t the strongest here
but that wasn’t the point. This show was about setting up the
big CW debut in about a month and that show is already feeling
like the biggest thing NXT has done since Stand & Deliver.
This 1s already feeling like a bigger deal than No Mercy,
which is a great way to off to a hot start on the way to the
next major change over. Nice job this week, even if it was
just a preview for the important show.

Results

Rascalz b. Gallus and Hank Walker/Tank Ledger — Swanton to
Ledger

Lexis King b. Oro Mensah — Rollup with feet on the ropes

Tatum Paxley b. Rosemary — Psycho Trap

Pete Dunne vs. Trick Williams went to a double countout

Je’Von Evans b. Joe Coffey — Springboard spinning splash

Oba Femi b. Stacks — Toss powerbomb

Jaida Parker b. Jazmyn Nyx — Running hip attack

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
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wrestling headline needs.

Impact Wrestling/NJPW
Multiverse United 2: Now For
A Very Special Feature

Multiverse United 2: For Whom The Bell Tolls

Date: August 20, 2023

Location: 2300 Arena, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Commentators: Matthew Rehwoldt, Tom Hannifan, Veda Scott

This 1is a special show as it’s a battle between Impact
Wrestling and New Japan. The original version was held over
Wrestlemania weekend and now we could be in for a cool sequel.
This includes a main event of Alex Shelley defending the
Impact Wrestling World Title against Hiroshi Tanahashi. Let’s
get to it.

Note that I do not follow New Japan incredibly closely so I
apologize for missing any characters, plot points etc.

Kickoff Show: Joe Hendry/Heath/Yuya Uemura vs. Master
Wato/Rocky Romero/Ryusuke Taguchi

Heath and Romero start things off with Heath hitting an atomic
drop into a clothesline. Taguchi comes in for the double
stomping in the corner but it’s Heath coming in for some
dancing. A hip attack drops Heath though and 1it’s Hendry
coming in to face Wato. This doesn’t work for the Impact guys
either, as Wato gets in a double bulldog and sends them
outside.
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Back in and Hendry chops away at Wato before hitting a delayed
suplex for two. Uemura comes in for a slam as things settle
down into the standard rotating beatdown. Hendry's chinlock
doesn’t last long as Wato fights up and brings Romero back in
to pick up the pace. Hendry fall away slams Romero and Wato at
the same time, allowing the double tag to Uemura and Taguchi.
Everything breaks down and Uemura hits a high crossbody for
the pin at 10:21.

Rating: C+. Nice way to start here with three fun Impact stars
getting a win to warm up the crowd. Hendry and Uemura seem to
be gearing up for a tag team run and Heath can work well in
any midcard spot. The New Japan guys were treated as stars
here too, with Wato being a near buzzsaw at times.
Entertaining opener and that’s as good as you can expect.

Impact — 1
NJPW — O

Kickoff Show: Digital Media Title: Yoshinobu Kanemaru Vvs.
Kenny King

King is defending. Feeling out process to start with Kanemaru
cranking on a headlock before hurting himself on a shoulder
block. The headlock works a bit better, at least until King
breaks it up and stomps away, setting up a camel clutch. Back
up and King misses a charge in the corner, allowing Kanemaru
to hammer away a bit more. A DDT plants King for two, followed
by a moonsault for the same. King spinebusters him for two
more before ducking the miss. A kick to the head sets up the
Royal Flush to retain the title at 6:51.

Rating: C. They kept this relatively short as it was mainly a
way to get a title match on the show. King’'s title is about as
low down as you can get in Impact and having him defend
against a former champion like Kanemaru makes sense. The match
itself was fine enough and that’s really all it needed to be
for the spot they were in.



Impact — 2
NJPW — 0

The opening video looks at some of the bigger matches. Rather
simple here and nothing wrong with that.

Chris Sabin vs. Kevin Knight vs. Frankie Kazarian vs. Bushi
vs. Yoh vs. Rich Swann vs. Mao vs. El Desperado

Everyone in at once, one fall to a finish. We get a quick
eight man lockup before they pair off and go outside.
Naturally this means some dives until it'’s off to Mao (who
dances a lot) vs. Swann, the latter of whom kicks him in the
ribs. Yoh comes in to clear the ring without much effort but
Knight hits him with a spinning splash for two.

Sabin is in with a missile dropkick to Knight before getting
taken down by Kazarian. Desperado and Mao are back in to clean
house in a hurry until Mao punches him in the mask, as you
probably guessed was coming. We get the eight man submission
chain until the referee breaks it up for using the rope
(Rehwoldt: “Using the rope was the most ridiculous part of
that.”).

Everyone beats down Bushi before they go after Swann with
running splashes in the corner. A Tower Of Doom bring Swann
down again and Knight comes off the top for two. Kazarian
sends Knight to the apron and pulls him back in with a cutter,
setting off the parade of knockdowns. Sabin drops Yoh and
Knight at the same time before hitting the Cradle Shock to
finish Yoh at 8:24.

Rating: B-. I never know what to say in a match like this, as
it’s all over the place and complete insanity, with a big
parade of spots and dives. That being said, it can be fun to
see something like this, as it’s nonstop action until someone
gets the win. They also did the right thing in keeping it
relatively short, which can be a huge problem in matches like
this. Fun opener, as they’'re certainly starting fast.



Impact — 3
NJPW — 0

Post match Desperado mists Sabin to blow off some steam. And
some mist.

TMDK vs. Team Impact

That would be Zack Sabre Jr./Shane Haste vs. Moose/Eddie
Edwards for your wacky Impact team of the night. Eddie and
Sabre start things off with Sabre wasting no time in going
after the arm. Haste comes in for two off a dropkick and it’s
already back to Sabre to work on the arm again. Eddie gets in
a shot to Haste and hands it back to Moose, who gets two off
Eddie’s backpack Stunner.

The Impact guys take turns chopping at Haste, who gets slammed
down to make it worse. Haste kicks his way to freedom though
and brings Sabre back in. Moose is low bridged to the floor
and an armbar over the rope has Eddie in trouble again. A PK
hits Eddie, who pops back up with a Blue Thunder Bomb for a
double knockdown. Haste and Moose come back in, with the
former armdragging his way out of a release Rock Bottom.

The second attempt works but Sabre is back up with a tornado
DDT to Moose. Eddie drops Sabre and everyone is down again.
Back up and Sabre slugs it out with Moose, with Sabre pulling
him into a choke. Eddie makes the save and hits the Boston
Knee Party to Sabre. Haste rolls Moose up for two but the
spear gives Moose the pin at 13:23.

Rating: B. This was another rather solid match and it was cool
to see a makeshift team hang with and even beat an established
pairing. Haste taking the fall to a former Impact World
Champion is hardly some big slap in the face, though this was
quite the upset. If nothing else, Sabre didn’t get to snap any
Limbs'!

Impact — 4



NIJPW — O

Video on the four way for the New Japan Strong Women's Title.

New Japan Strong Women’s Title: Deonna Purrazzo vs. Momo Kohgo
vS. Gisele Shaw vs. Giulia

Giulia is defending and it’s one fall to a finish. Purrazzo
and Giulia grab headlocks to start but get broken up for a
staredown just as fast. Everyone goes or a rollup and I’'s
another four way showdown. Shaw brags a bit too much and gets
dropkicked to the floor, leaving Purrazzo to dropkick the
other two. Momo is back up with a superkick for two on Giulia,
with Shaw making the save.

Shaw takes Momo and Giulia down and covers both of them in a
row for rapid fire near falls. Deonna pulls Giulia to the
floor so Momo can hit a big dive before Shaw goes after Giulia
for a change. Back in and Giulia butterfly superplexes Shaw,
leaving to a four way knockdown. They pair off for the stereo
forearm exchanges until Shaw'’s spear misses Purrazzo and hits
Giulia by mistake.

An assisted Backstabber puts Momo down again but Shaw gives
Purrazzo a super Spanish Fly. Momo makes the save, leaving
Purrazzo to Queen’s Gambit Giulia and Shaw. Purrazzo and Shaw
grab stereo submissions but stop o fight each other. Giulia 1is
back up and hits a northern lights bomb on Shaw to retain at
12:25.

Rating: B-. Another title match to make the show feel more
special and in this case it went well. The more I see of
Giulia in the ring the more obvious it is that she is a star.
It’s a good idea to feature someone like that and Shaw has
lost enough that another one isn’t going to do much damage.
Purrazzo vs. Giulia down the 1line could be a heck of a
showdown and that might be the case eventually. For now
though, I’'ll take a Giulia showcase.



Impact — 4
NJPW — 1

Sami Callihan vs. Douki

Before the match, Sami says we’re missing the extreme around
here so let’s make this a street fight. Douki agrees and
wastes no time in knocking him outside before putting Sami in
a chair. The kick from the apron takes too long though and as
a result, Sami throws in a bunch of weapons.

Back in and Sami whips out an 8x10 of himself and paper cuts
Douki’s fingers, followed by the arm pit. A t-bone suplex
sends Douki onto a chair, which Sami loads into the corner.
That takes too long and Douki sends him into it instead,
meaning it’s time for a kendo stick. Some shots to Sami let
Douki stack the chairs on him, setting up a top rope double
stomp.

Sami is back up with a neckbreaker onto the chair for two
before it’s time for a ladder. Douki manages to send him into
said ladder though and a slingshot X Factor gets two. The
Douki Driver is countered and the Cactus Driver 97 gives Sami
two. Sami loads up four chairs and they climb onto them, with
a Cactus Driver 97 sending Douki into them for the pin at
12:42,

Rating: C. Pretty basic hardcore match here and since they’re
in Philadelphia, it would almost have been insane to not
include something similar. Sami is the right choice for a
match like this too, as he might not be the most polished in
the ring, but he knows how to do this kind of thing. Douki
more than held up his end, but it was just a bunch of the same
stuff we’ve seen far too many times over the years.

Impact — 5
NJPW — 1

Kosei Fujita/Robbie Eagles vs. TJP/Francisco Akira




Akira and Fujita go to the mat to start and neither can get
very far. Back up and Fujita chops Akira up against the ropes
but TIP comes in off a blind tag for a double dropkick. Eagles
comes in with a dropkick of his own for two on Akira before
Fujita grabs a quickly broken leglock.

It’s back to TJP for a facewash in the corner, followed by a
dropkick to put Fujita down again. That doesn’t last long a
the hot tag brings in Eagles for the rapid fire house
cleaning. The running knees in the corner get two on Akira and
the Ron Miller Special (leglock) makes it worse.

TIP makes the save before being sent outside but Akira is back
up with a poisonrana. A top rope double stomp/reverse DDT
combination puts Fujita down for two and the Mamba splash gets
the same. Eagles superkicks Fujita by mistake though and
something like a 3D puts Fujita down again. Stereo running
knees finish for TJP at 11:30.

Rating: C+. This was the showcase match for New Japan and that
isn’t a bad idea. There was enough good action here to make
the match interesting, with TJP and Akira coming off more like
a successful team than Fujita and Eagles. Solid fast paced
match here though and I could go or more of TJP and Akira.

Mike Bailey is ready to challenge Hiromu Takahashi for IWGP
Junior Heavyweight Title but tonight, they’re teaming
together.

Bullet Club vs. The World

Bullet Club: David Finlay, Chris Bey, Ace Austin, Alex
Coughlin, Kenta, Clark Connors

The World: Josh Alexander, PCO, Tanga Loa, Tama Tonga, DKC, El
Phantasmo

Finlay spits at Tama to start and quickly send him outside for
the big beatdown. Back in and PCO chops it out with Coughlin
with the latter somehow managing a gutwrench suplex. Coughlin



is sent outside for the big beatdown from the World as
everything breaks down. Back in and DKC runs Connors over
until a powerslam takes him down.

Finlay comes in for some rapid fire shoulders in the corner
but DKC kicks his way to freedom. The big tag brings Alexander
in (first time in five months) to clean house but Austin/Bey
kick him down. It’s off to Kenta for some kicks to the back
and Austin drops a leg for two. Alexander suplexes Austin and
Bey, allowing the tag off to Phantasmo.

Everything breaks down and Finlay is surrounded so the
beatdown can be on. DKC’s frog splash gets two but the Club
makes the save. Kenta’'s GTS to Alexander is countered into an
ankle lock, which is broken up as well. PCO dives onto them
and then hits a big dive onto the pile. Back in and Finlay
hits a quick powerbomb to finish DKC at 14:08.

Rating: B-. This was similar to the opener with all of the
chaos and everyone doing their thing at various times. The
good thing is that they managed to have more of a structure
this time around, with the Club getting the big win, as they
should have earned. What mattered here was getting a bunch of
people onto the show at once and it was one step away from
being total chaos, which makes it pretty engaging stuff.

Impact — 5
NIJPW — 2

Mike Bailey/Hiromu Takahashi vs. Lio Rush/Trey Miguel

Takahashi and Miguel start things off with Miguel telling the
crowd to be quiet so he can stomp away in the corner in
silence. Bailey comes in to trade dodges with Rush and hit a
dropkick on Miguel. We settle down to Miguel missing a charge
in the corner and getting dragon screw legwhipped by Rush.

Bailey’s running shooting star press gets two but Miguel
suplexes his way to freedom. Everything breaks down and Bailey



moonsaults onto Rush on the floor. Back in and Rush avoids the
Ultimate Weapon, meaning Miguel and Takahashi get to chop it
out. Takahashi gets double kicked down until Bailey makes the
save.

The Lightning Spiral is countered into Takahashi'’s pop up
powerbomb and Miguel is rocked. The Ultimate Weapon into a
Regal Roll gets two with Rush making the save. Rush hits Rush
Hour for two on Takahashi, leaving Miguel to Meteora Bailey on
the floor. Back in and Rush counters the Time Bomb and hits
Takahashi low, allowing a rollup to give Rush the pin at
14:30.

Rating: B. This has been the night of letting people go nuts
throughout their match and that is where these people shine.
The ending could set up a champion vs. champion (X-Division
vs. Junior Heavyweight) and that could be a big showdown at
some point. Letting talented people fly around and showcase
themselves is always a good idea and that’s what they did here
at a pretty high level.

Impact — 6
NIPW — 2

Post match Rush says he wants the IWGP Junior Heavyweight
Title shot but Bailey brings up asking for the shot, which
Takahashi granted.

Quick video on the main event, which is both for the title and
teacher vs. student.

Impact Wrestling World Title: Hiroshi Tanahashi vs. Alex

Shelley

Shelley, Tanahashi’s former student, is defending. Tanahashi
takes him into the corner to start and we get an early
standoff. A headlock takeover frustrates Shelley a bit, though
the air guitar might soothe him a bit. Shelley has to fight
his way out of the headlock and gets to the middle rope for a



knee to the arm.

The cranking on the arm ensues until Shelley gets taken down,
with his knee being sent into the post. Tanahashi starts
working on the knee but a slingshot stomp to the arm cuts him
right back off. Shelley works on the arm outside and then
again on the apron as he certainly has a target. Tanahashi
gets in another shot to the knee but Shelley slugs away and
hits a running forearm.

The standing Sliced Bread sets up the Border City Stretch to
keep Tanahashi down for a change, but the foot in the rope
makes the save. That means a dragon screw legwhip over the
rope can put Shelley down again. The Texas Cloverleaf goes on
but Shelley escapes and knocks him down again.

They slug it out with Tanahashi getting the better of things
until three straight Twist and Shouts take Shelley down. The
Sling Blade gets two but Shelley avoids the High Fly Flow. A
running knee and ripcord clothesline give Shelley two so
Tanahashi German suplexes him for the same. They head up top
with Shelley Air Raid Crashing him back down before Shell
Shock retains the title at 18:53.

Rating: B. This felt like a title match, as it came off like
two stars fighting over a prize. While Tanahashi is definitely
a few steps slower than he used to be, there is enough talent
there to let him wrestle a good match with the right opponent.
Shelley might not be setting the world on fire as champion,
but you’re going to get a well wrestled match against any
opponent. In other words, he is a perfectly acceptable
placeholder and that’s not the worst place to be. Good main
event.

Impact — 7
NIJPW — 2

Overall Rating: B-. This felt like a rather cool DVD extra, as
it doesn’t change storylines in any meaningful way. Instead,



it was a nice showcase of the Impact stars against some
midcard names from another company. You don’t need to watch it
to keep up with what was going on, but you’ll have a good time
with the whole thing, even if it’'s about three and a half
hours counting Kickoff Show. Pretty easy watch though, with a
rather surprising final score too.

Results

Joe Hendry/Yuya Uemura/Heath b. Master Wato/Ryusuke
Taguchi/Rocky Romero — High crossbody to Taguchi

Kenny King b. Yoshinobu Kanemaru — Royal Flush

Chris Sabin b. Kevin Knight, Frankie Kazarian, Bushi, Yoh,
Rich Swann, Mao and El Desperado — Cradle Shock to Yoh
Moose/Eddie Edwards b. TMDK — Spear to Haste

Giulia b. Deonna Purrazzo, Momo Kohgo and Gisele Shaw -
Northern lights bomb to Shaw

Sami Callihan b. Douki — Cactus Driver 97 onto a pile of
chairs

TIJP/Francisco Akira b. Kosei Fujita/Robbie Eagles — Double
knees to Fujita

Bullet Club b. The World — Powerbomb to DKC

Lio Rush/Trey Miguel b. Mike Bailey/Hiromu Takahashi — Rollup
to Takahashi

Alex Shelley b. Hiroshi Tanahashi — Shell Shock

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
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wrestling headline needs.

Stardom Supreme Fight 2023:
Dang This Is Really Good

Stardom Supreme Fight 2023

Date: February 4, 2023

Location: EDION Arena Osaka, Osaka, Japan
Attendance: 1,832

Commentators: Haruo Murata, Makoto Oe, Mai Sakuai

Let me get this out of the way first: I have no idea what 1is
going on with this show as I do not follow Stardom and since I
do not speak Japanese, I am going to be going with whatever I
can tell from the show itself. I apologize in advance for any
continuity errors or names I get wrong, as the only thing I
have to go on is a list of people in each match and whatever
pictures I can find to remember who is who. The only thing I
know is that Stardom is about as well received of a women’s
promotion as there is in the world today so let’s get to it.

We run down the card.

Naniwa Roulette Match

This seems to be something of a gauntlet match with a roulette
wheel announcing the entrants. Mayu Iwatani, who has appeared
in Ring Of Honor, is in at #1 and Waka Tsukiyama is in at #2.
Waka starts fast with a running Downward Spiral for a fast two
before jumping on Mayu’'s back for a double arm crank. A
missile dropkick gives Waka two more but Mayu grabs a cradle
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for a near fall of her own. Mayu 1is right back with a dragon
suplex for the pin at 2:05.

Momo Kohgo is in at #3 and talks trash to get the crowd behind
her (I think?). Mayu is willing to fight her on the apron and
they slug it out until Momo hits a dropkick. A 619 misses and
the referee’s motions make me think you can be eliminated by
going over the top to the floor. Back in and a springboard
missile dropkick gives Momo two but Mayu kicks her down.
Something like an arm trap Brock Lock makes Momo tap at 6:41
(total, as all times will be) and it’s Miyu Amasaki in at #4.

Mayu wastes no time in taking her down but Miyu grabs some
rollups for two each. A DDT gives Miyu two but Mayu grabs a
lifting dragon sleeper (ouch) for the tap at 9:57. Tam Nakano
is in at #5 and kicks Mayu in the face to start. Mayu misses
her own kick and gets kneed hard in the face to send her
through the ropes.

Tam goes up for a dive but someone shouts at her not to (the
over the top rule seems to be a reality), allowing Mayu to try
to pull her down. Instead Tam pulls her back in with Mayu
snapping off a super hurricanrana. They strike it out from the
mat and trade nasty bridging German suplexes for two each.
Another from the knees slugout ensues as the ring announcer
keeps saying something, which sounds like a time left call.
The bell rings after a two count and both of them seem to be
eliminated via the time 1limit (of what seems to be five
minutes a fall) at 17:02.

Mina Shirakawa 1s in at #6 and Natsuopoi is in at #7 to start
things fresh. They run the ropes to start with Mina taking out
the knee, only to get caught with a running dropkick against
the ropes. Natsuopoi goes up top but gets punched in the head
to bring them both back down.

Something like a running sideways sunset flip gets two on Mina
and they slug it out. Mina drops her with a spinning backfist



but gets rolled up for a few near falls. Natsuopoi snaps off a
release German suplex but gets caught in a Figure Four. The
ropes break that up so Mina grabs it again, only to have time
expire for another double elimination at 25:36. That means
Mariah May is in at #8 and Mai Sakurai is in at #9 as we start
over again.

Mai dropkicks her down to start but Mariah hits a middle rope
version of her own. That just earns Mariah something close to
an STF and a top rope missile dropkick (if that was an
intentional back and forth idea with the two of them topping
each other, well done), followed by a lifting double underhook
DDT for two. Mariah is right back with a short powerbomb
though, followed by a Tombstone for the pin at 31:53.

Thekla is in at #10 and starts fast with something like an
Octopus hold to send Mariah to the apron. That doesn’t go
anywhere so Thekla goes up top, only to have them fight to the
apron at the same time. They both crash out to the floor and
that indeed is a double elimination at 37:51. We’ll hit the
reset button again with Natsuko Tora in at #11 and Momoka
Hanozono in at #12.

Tora steals Momoka’'s sword and chops the head off of Momoka’s
doll to start (well that was mean) so Momoka swings at her.
That means a doll to the head, only to have Momoka take her
down and..look at her. A low bridge sends Tora to the apron but
she pulls Momoka out with her. Momoka can’t get a German
suplex off the apron (but she can hang off of Tora’s waist in
a unique visual), only to get pulled into a fireman’s carry.
That's broken up with what looked like a mini streamer
explosion to knock them both to the floor at 43:49.

That means it’'s time for Billy Ken Death to come in at #13 and
Yuna Mizrumor to come in at #14 as the roulette wheel only has
one name left. Death seems to be some kind of a wildcard and
1s dressed something like a golden clown to make things even
odder. A bunch of posing has Yuna annoyed but she takes Death



down for a splash. Death is right back with a rollup for the
pin at 49:23, leaving Saki Kashima to complete the field at
#15. Death’'s small package gets a fast two but Saki blocks a
suplex attempt. Saki catches her on top and hits a middle rope
backsplash for two of her own. A cradle gives Saki the pin at
54:51.

Rating: B. This one took me by surprise as I wasn’t expecting
the opener to go nearly an hour. The match felt like something
of a Stardom buffet, as you got a little taste of a bunch of
people, but unfortunately only a few (Iwatani in particular)
stood out. I do like the match getting time though, as
gauntlet matches with thirty second falls get annoying fast
(If you can beat someone that fast in a gauntlet match, why
can’t you in a regular one?).

That's where the twist of the time limits makes things more
interesting, as they have another reason to go as fast/hard as
they can. I liked the rule tweaks here and I saw a lot of
people who probably wouldn’t have made the show otherwise, so
well done on a fun and unique opener that kept me interested
for a long time.

Post match Saki gets a scroll and says something on the mic.

Triangle Derby I: Stars vs. Oedo Tai/Karuka Umesaki

That would be Hazuki/Koguma/Saya Iida vs. Ruaka/Starlight
Kid/Umesaki and this seems to be something of a six woman tag
tournament. Koguma and Kid start things off with the fans
seeming to like the latter better. Everything breaks down fast
and Kid heads to the floor, where she hits Koguma with...it
looks like a suitcase that Ruaka brought with her.

Ruaka (as shown by a name bar during the match for a NICE
addition) comes in to slowly kick at a dazed Koguma. Iida
comes in to strike away at Ruaka, who runs her over with a
crossbody. Umesaki hits a running dropkick against the apron
but Hazuki comes in to take over. Everything breaks down and



the Stars hit stereo kicks to the face against the ropes.

Hazuki and Umesaki slug it out until the latter catches her
with a suplex. Kid gets sent to the apron by Koguma, who gets
sent face first into the buckle for her efforts. A standing
moonsault gives Kid two and an assisted double suplex drops
Koguma again. Kid’s Lionsault gets two but a crucifix sets off
a pinfall reversal sequence with Koguma stacking her up for
the pin at 9:06.

Rating: B. This was quite the departure from the first match
as they had all six women going all over the place until
someone got the pin. It was a different style from the opener
and showcased more of the teamwork, which was nice for a
change. Another solid match and I could go for seeing more of
all six, especially Umesaki.

God’'s Eye/Konami vs. Queen’'s Quest

That would be Ami Sourei/Syuri/Konami vs. AZM (a champion of
some sort)/Lady C/Utami Hayashishita. AZM and Konami start
things by going to the mat for a wrestle off. It’s quickly off
to Syuri, who snaps off a butterfly suplex for a fast two.
Syuri kicks AZM in the back and then sits down so AZM can kick
her...which is a ruse to sucker her into a rollup (point for
not doing the weird thing).

AZM's run up the ropes is pulled out of the air though and a
trio of running knees in the corner has her in more trouble.
Ami unloads on AZM with chops against the ropes until a suplex
gets AZM out of trouble. Utami comes in for a running hip
attack in the corner and a running shoulder puts Ami down.
It’s back to Konami with a missile dropkick and a cross
armbreaker, with AZM having to make a save.

Everything breaks down and some armbars over the ropes have
Queen’s Quest in more trouble. Utami’s arm is fine enough for
a German suplex to Konami before Lady C comes in with a giant
swing to Konami. The chokeslam gives Lady C two and Utami’s



double stomp off of Lady C’s shoulders gets two more. The
cobra clutch is broken up and a Death Valley Driver plants
Lady C. Stereo running kicks set up Konami’s cross armbreaker
but AZM makes the save. Everything breaks down (again) and
Konami rolls Lady C into an armbar for the win at 11:27.

Rating: B. They changed gears again here as this was more
about the intensity and pain instead of athleticism. Lady C
was treated like a monster and Konami got to take her apart
piece by piece for a good story to the ending. It was more
good stuff with a lot of talented stars and I could go for
more of them. This would especially include Syuri, who I've
heard a lot about but haven’t seen much of so far.

We recap Chihiro Hashimoto vs. Mirai, which seems to be Mirai
trying to slay a monster.

Chihiro Hashimoto vs. Mirai

Chihiro backs her into the corner to start and grinds away on
a headlock. A headscissors stays on the head/neck as Mirai
can’'t figure out what to do here. Back up and they trade
hammerlocks until Mirai reverses 1into a quickly broken
Fujiwara armbar. More grappling gets Mirai backed up against
the ropes again and a hard slam puts her back down.

Some shots to the face seem to wake Mirai up but Chihiro runs
her over again. A middle rope flipping splash misses for
Chihiro though and a basement dropkick to the back of the head
staggers her a bit. Mirai adds a missile dropkick for two but
gets pulled into an abdominal stretch to mix things up.

With that broken up, Mirai grabs a sleeper and a quick
Downward Spiral gets two. Chihiro suplexes her way out of what
looked like an armbar, only to get knocked down again. Mirai's
backsplash gets two and they strike it out until Mirai blasts
her with a clothesline for another near fall. Chihiro grabs an
ankle lock into a German suplex Mirai is mostly done and
Chihiro’s hard lariat gets two more. A bridging German suplex



finally finishes Mirai at 15:20.

Rating: B-. This was just slightly weaker than the rest of the
show and if this is the low mark, we’re in for a rather good
one here. They played the story of Mirai trying to chop down
the monster and not being able to do it until Chihiro finally
put her away. It’s something that has been done forever and it
worked here, though I never bought Mirai as a big threat and
the main comeback didn’t seem to get close to stopping
Chihiro.

Post match Chihiro says something to the still unconscious
Mirai. Syuri comes in and we seem to have another match set

up.
Intermission (I think).

We recap the Tag Team Titles match, which again seems to be a
team coming after some monsters.

Goddesses Of Stardom Titles: Neo Stardom Army vs. Donna del

Mundo

This would be the Tag Team Titles and it’s Nanae Tahahashi/Yuu
(Neo Stardom Army) defending vs. Himeka/Maika (Donna del
Mundo). After the big match intros, Yuu shoulders Maika down
to start but gets taken down as well. Maika’'s sliding lariat
misses though and we have an early standoff. It’s off to the
partners but everything breaks down rather fast, with the
champions getting caught in the corners.

The Army is sent outside for running knees from the apron...and
Himeka 1is hurt. Nanae throws her back inside anyway and goes
after the banged up knee, with Maika’'s save not really doing
much good. The bigger Yuu starts in on the knee but misses a
charge in the corner, allowing Maika to get in a kick to the
head. The tag brings in Maika to clean house (the fans
approve) but Yuu knocks her down for a backsplash.



A Cannonball crushes Maika in the corner and Nanae drops her
again with a suplex. They slap it out until Maika scores with
a legsweep, followed by a belly to back suplex. Nanae gets in
a shot of her own but a clothesline cuts her off, allowing
Himeka to come back in for the house cleaning. A kick to the
knee takes her down again but she’s fine enough to hit a
sliding lariat for two. Everything breaks down and Nanae grabs
the logical Figure Four.

That and a kneebar send Himeka bailing to the ropes so Maika
catches Nanae on top. Himeka adds a powerbomb to her partner
to make it a Tower Of Doom but the knee gives out, allowing
Yuu to hit a Cannonball. Himeka is back up for a double
suplex, meaning Yuu has to make a save. Somehow the knee holds
up for a powerbomb out of the corner to Nanae but Yuu breaks
up a running knee (which didn’t seem to be a good idea). The
Army hits back to back splashes for two and Nanae’'s sliding
lariat gets two on Himeka. A hammerlock air raid crash gives
Nanae the pin on Himeka to retain at 18:55.

Rating: B+. This match felt like the biggest on the show and
that is how it came off in execution. There were near falls
and false finishes until one of the teams got a pin. I got
into this one near the end and it was a heck of a showdown.
The fact that it is (so far) the best match on a pretty
awesome show is quite the feat and they made it work here.

Post match the champs brag and receive a trophy but Oedo Tai
(Ruaka and Natsuko Tora in this case) come out, seemingly as
the next challengers.

We recap the Wonder of Stardom Title, with champion Saya
Kamatani and Momo Watanabe wanting the title and fighting on
the way here.

Wonder Of Stardom Title: Saya Kamitani vs. Momo Watanabe

Saya is defending and this seems to be the company’s midcard
title. They trade kicks to the head and near falls in the



first twelve seconds before Watanabe misses another kick. The
fight heads outside with Watanabe hitting her with some kind
of paddle and then whipping Saya into the chairs.

Back in and Saya grabs a Boston crab but Watanabe reverses
into a rollup for two. Saya slaps on a figure four necklock,
which doesn’t last long either as Watanabe knocks her out to
the apron. The table is set up at ringside but Saki
hurricanranas her off of it for a breather. Saki puts Watanabe
onto the table and hits(ish) a top rope double stomp which
knocks her off (but doesn’t break) said table.

Back in and Watanabe snaps off a German suplex to leave both
of them down for a needed breather. Watanabe fires the kicks
to the chest but Saki is back up with the hard forearms. A
pair of dragon suplexes give Watanabe two but Saki bulldogs
her way out of trouble. Saki hits a sitout fisherman’'s buster
for two, followed by a 450 to retain the title at 16:41.

Rating: B. It was a good match, but I didn’'t quite but
Watanabe as a major threat here. It felt like she was supposed
to be this evil challenger and while she came close here and
there, I didn’'t quite buy the title as being in jeopardy.
Maybe knowing more of the backstory would help, but this was a
step down from some of the other matches on the show.

We recap Suzu Suzuki challenging Giulia for the World Of
Stardom Title (seems to be the World Title). It seems that
they used to be friends but now they’'re fighting over the
title, which is a story that will work every time.

World Of Stardom Title: Suzu Suzuki vs. Giulia

Giulia is defending and while I've heard a lot of great things
about her, I’'ve never seen her in the ring. Suzuki (whose
video says CRAZY GIRL) has a title of her own but for the sake
of clarity, I'll only refer to Giulia as champion. They fight
over wrist control to start until Giulia grabs a headlock to
slow things down. Suzuki reverses into a headlock of her own,



which is broken just as quickly.

An exchange of rollups gets two each and they’re at another
standoff. They roll away from each other again before going
with the slow exchange of forearms less than five minutes in.
Suzuki gets in the first hard shot to take over though and
it’s a running knee to the back to rock Giulia again. A
tornado DDT gets her out of trouble though and it’s time to
work on Suzuki’s arm. Giulia suplexes her down again but
Suzuki takes it to the floor and whips Giulia into the chairs.

They go up the ramp, where Giulia counters a suplex into a
DDT, only to get planted right back by Suzuki. Back in and
they trade headbutts until Suzuki kicks her in the head.
Giulia is able to catch her up top though and a butterfly
superplex sends Suzuki crashing. Suzuki flips out of a suplex
and grabs a Spanish Fly to leave both of them down.

It’s time to start going after Suzuki’s arm, with Giulia first
tying up the legs for easier access. Something close to a
Rings of Saturn has Suzuki in more trouble but she’s able to
get to the ropes. A piledriver in the vicinity of the apron
(to avoid the whole broken neck thing) knocks Giulia silly and
a super half nelson slam makes it worse.

Something like a reverse Paige Turner gives Suzuki two and a
bridging German suplex gets the same. A top rope bridging
German superplex (egads) gets another two on Giulia and
they’re both down again. Suzuki grabs some rollups for two
each but Giulia plants her with a suplex. The knee to the face
gets one before a Snowplow finishes Suzuki to retain the title
at 25:07.

Rating: B+. This was another match that felt like a struggle
with both women working as hard as they could to beat the
other. I'm not sure how personal it felt, but what mattered is
the fact that they did so much to each other that it felt like
Suzuki finally fell at the end. Heck of a fight here and it



felt like a main event, which is one of the hardest things to
do these days.

Post match Giulia gets the mic and says something to Suzuki,
which the fans seem to appreciate. Suzuki gets the mic and
says something also positively received before talking about
Stardom. She says something to Giulia, who seems to agree,
before falling down and leaving Giulia alone in the ring.
Giulia seems to thank the fans and poses for a bit.

Overall Rating: A. I'm not sure what else I could have asked
for her as this show was pretty awesome. The best compliment I
can give it is that while I watched it in a few different
sittings, I wanted to come back and see how the rest of the
show would go. It kept me interested in people I don’t know
and in stories I don’t understand because the action was that
good. There isn’t a must see match on the show, but there is a
bunch of very good stuff and for a three and a half hour card,
that is pretty awesome. Check this out.

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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