Dynamite - February 5, 2025:
Addition By Subtraction

Dynamite
Date: February 5, 2025

Location: Gateway Arena Center At College Park, College Park,
Georgia
Commentators: Tony Schiavone, Excalibur, Taz

We are just over a week away from Grand Slam and that means it
is time to finish hammering home the card. Most of it 1is
either set or almost set, which leaves a few spots to be
filled in. There is a chance that we get something new added
this week, though it could go in a few different ways. Let'’s
get to it.

Here is Collision if you need a recap.

Renee Paquette talks to Jay White, who says he has to rely on
Rated FTR to take out the Death Riders. Cue the Death Riders
and cue Rated FTR to even things up, with the brawl coming
into the arena. Yuta gets taken out and Cope adds a spear to
send the villains running. With the Riders out in t he crowd,
Cope again issues the challenge for a World Title shot at
Revolution. That’s a no from Moxley, so White issues a
challenge for a tag match at Grand Slam.

We run down tonight’s card.

Buddy Matthews challenges Kazuchika Okada for the Continental
Title again, with Okada saying no again.

Will Ospreay vs. ??77

It’s the newest member of the Don Callis family...Mark Davis.
Ospreay isn’t happy and gets chopped down as Callis 1s on
commentary, talking about how he signed Aussie Open so he owns
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Davis. Back up and Davis knocks him into the corner before
hitting a suplex. Ospreay is back up with a Phenomenal Forearm
though and we take a break.

We come back with Ospreay hitting a DDT to send Davis outside,
with the big dive taking him down again. Back in and Ospreay
strikes away, only to get piledriven for two. Davis yells at
the referee and thanks to the distraction, gets taken down by
the Hidden Blade for the pin at 10:58.

Rating: B-. Having Davis as the newest member of the team is
something that makes sense, but egads it doesn’t do much for
the interest. It wasn’t a bad match, but I could go a very
long time without seeing Ospreay dealing with anything related
to Callis again. Just get to the tag match and let that be
enough already.

Post match Ospreay grabs the mic and says that he and his new
friend will take out the Don Callis Family in Australia. Cue
Kenny Omega to say he’s back and ready to fight. He hits his
catchphrase and a lot of pyro goes off, with Omega saying it
surprised him.

Video on Swerve Strickland vs. Ricochet, complete with clips
from their issues before they got to AEW.

Here 1is the Hurt Syndicate to celebrate their title win.
Private Party was a good team, but the Syndicate is going to
take out anyone who comes after them. They are open or
business, so here are the Gunns to interrupt. The Gunns want
their titles back and say that hurting someone is the point of
being in wrestling. MVP agrees to the title match, even if
they are a couple of “A** Boys.” Austin says something in
response but it’s censored, even with the fans cheering rather
loudly. Simple and to the point here.

Harley Cameron, with her Mercedes Mone puppet, are ready for
Cameron’s concert on Collision. Mone comes in to mock Cameron
for only getting her first win. Now stay away from her locker



room.

Hangman Page isn’t going to accept the idea of feeling sorry
for Swerve Strickland. He took out Christopher Daniels but
here is Max Caster to say it’s his time for an interview. A
match seems made for later.

Don Callis Family vs. Hounds Of Hell

Fletcher works on Matthews’ arm to start but it’'s quickly off
to Takeshita, who gets to slug away at King. Everything breaks
down and they all fight to the floor, where King puts both
villains in the same chair for a running crossbody. We take a
break and come back with King fighting out of the corner,
including a hard clothesline to Takeshita.

A German suplex doesn’t do much to King so they clothesline
each other down. Matthews’ running flip dive to the floor
takes both of them out again..and here is Kazuchika Okada for
the interruption. Takeshita hits a dropkick/top rope
backsplash combination, setting up a hanging DDT for two on
King. An assisted brainbuster finishes King at 14:14.

Rating: B. Good match here, but I'm not sure about the logic
behind having the Hounds lose so soon into their new run. It
seems rather early for them to lose and that isn’t the most
logical way to go. Hopefully they get a nice win sooner than
later, because otherwise I'm not sure I get the thinking.

Hook and Samoa Joe go to find Christian Cage but have to
settle for beating up his minions. With Hook and Joe gone,
Cage and Mother Wayne come in to survey the damage.

Here is MJF for a chat. MJF blames Jeff Jarrett for his issues
and reminds Jarrett that the E in AEW isn’t for “elderly”. No
one is on his level so here is Max Caster to interrupt. Cue
Hangman Page to go after Caster but he gets in MJF’'s face
instead. With Page gone, Dustin Rhodes (erg) cuts off the
catchphrase and believe it or not, he’s in a bad mood. Rhodes



gets on MJF for insulting Owen Hart'’s memory because that was
Rhodes’ friend.

Stop talking about people who have substance abuse issues
because Rhodes is sixteen years sober. Rhodes talks about how
he’s been here for a long time and is still just as good as
ever. MJF mocks Rhodes for thinking he’s better before saying
it took 37 years for Rhodes to get out of his father’s shadow.
Now he’'s in his little brother’s shadow and the brawl is on,
with security breaking it up. Nice promo from Rhodes, but not
enough to overcome the fact that it’s Dustin Rhodes.

Toni Storm vs. Queen Aminata

Mariah May is on commentary..and Storm is dressed as May. Storm
has the mannerisms and look down, with the real May looking
furious. They fight over a headlock to start with Storm taking
her down as May vents about how she did this months ago. And
where did she get that outfit? Aminata sends her into the
ropes but gets hip attacked out to the floor. Back up and
Aminata hits a suicide dive, taking off some of Storm’s hair
extensions with her.

We take a break and come back with May complaining that Storm
doesn’t have the chest to make the impression work. Storm Zero
is countered into a rollup to give Aminata two and they trade
the big forearms. Aminata knocks her into the corner for the
running shot to the face but Storm hits a DDT. The running
knee sets up May Day for the pin on Aminata at 9:05.

Rating: C. This was two things at once, as Storm absolutely
nailed everything about May and was doing a pretty awesome
impression. The problem, which tends to be a recurring issue
in AEW, was having Aminata hang in there with the #1 contender
for almost ten minutes. This should have been Storm massacring
someone while having fun but instead we get this, which felt
like it was more about building Aminata than anything else.
They missed badly with this one, which is a shame as Storm was



great.

Post match Renee Paquette gets in and Storm insists that she
is Mariah May. The real May gets on the apron but walks off
instead.

Dustin Rhodes wants to fight MJF.

Video on Big Bill vs. Powerhouse Hobbs, with Bandido returning
last weekend.

The Learning Tree gives us a live New York Minute and doesn’t
like Bandido being back. Jericho issues a $200,000 bounty for
Bandido so Bryan Keith can collect it. Cue Powerhouse Hobbs to
go after Bill, with the Qutrunners coming in to even things
up. Bill and Hobbs brawl around ringside and we take a break.

Post break the brawl is still having to be broken up.

Swerve Strickland vs. Ricochet

Ricochet chairs Strickland from behind before the bell,
setting up Vertigo for two at the bell. A backbreaker keeps
Strickland in trouble and a running dropkick sends him to the
floor. They go to the barricade where Strickland powerbombs
his way out of a hurricanrana (that looked great). Ricochet
gets sent into the corner and we take a break.

Back with Ricochet hitting a Codebreaker out of the corner,
followed by a backbreaker. Both of them escape powerbombs
until Strickland grabs a World’s Strongest Slam for two. The
House Call into he Swerve Stomp gets two on Ricochet, who is
right back up with a springboard 450. The shooting star press
gives Ricochet two more but the Spirit Gun is countered with a
House Call. Strickland tries the Stomp but Ricochet gets his
fists up for a low blow. The Spirit Gun finishes Strickland at
13:24.

Rating: B. The build to this match was a bit odd with the gold
scissors coming out of nowhere, but what mattered here was



having a fight for the match itself. That’s what we got here
and it worked well, making this feel like a main event which
had been set up. Good, hard hitting fight, but dang enough
with Strickland losing.

Post match Ricochet steals Prince Nana's robe to end the show.

Overall Rating: B. 0ddly enough, the show with the least Death
Riders involvement is one of the better shows AEW has had in a
bit. They had some good matches here and while there was a bit
to much Don Callis Family for my liking, this was a show that
kept me interested throughout. What mattered here was setting
up more for Grand Slam, which should be going well. Nice stuff
here, and again, how nice it was to not deal with the Death
Riders.

Results

Will Ospreay b. Mark Davis — Hidden Blade

Don Callis Family b. Hounds Of Hell — Assisted brainbuster to
King

Toni Storm b. Queen Aminata — May Day

Ricochet b. Swerve Strickland — Spirit Gun

Remember to follow me on Twitter @kbreviews and head over to
my Amazon author page with 30 different cheap wrestling books
at:

http://www.amazon.com/Thomas-Hall/e/BOOE6282W6

AND

Remember to check out Wrestlingrumors.net for all of your
wrestling headline needs.
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